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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Services on Nov. 21, 2024, rescue workers put out a fire of a burning house damaged by a Russian strike on Dnipro, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Services on Nov. 21, 2024, rescue workers put out a fire of a building which was heavily damaged by a Russian strike on Dnipro, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            Ukrainian serviceman Roman bids farewell to his comrade of the 47th brigade Serhii Solovyov who was killed during fighting with Russian Forces in Kursk oblast on November 12, during the funeral ceremony in Irpin, Kyiv region, Ukraine, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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                                        Russian President Vladimir Putin announced Thursday that Moscow has tested a new intermediate-range missile in a strike on Ukraine, and he warned that it could use the weapon against countries that have allowed Kyiv to use their missiles to strike Russia.
The Russian strike on the central Ukrainian city of Dnipro on Thursday came in response to Ukrainian strikes on Russian soil this week that used longer-range U.S. and British missiles, Putin said during a nationwide TV address.
Putin declared that Russia would issue advance warnings if it launches more strikes with such missile against Ukraine to allow civilians to evacuate to safety. And he warned that U.S. air defense systems wouldn't be capable of intercepting Russian missiles.
Putin said the attack on Dnipro struck a missile factory a new missile called "Oreshnik," a Russian word meaning "hazel."

    


"We believe that we have the right to use our weapons against military facilities of the countries that allow to use their weapons against our facilities," he said. "And in case of escalation of aggressive actions, we will respond resolutely in a mirror way."




Putin's announcement came hours after Ukraine claimed that Russia launched an intercontinental ballistic missile overnight at the central Ukrainian city of Dnipro. But American officials said an initial U.S. assessment indicated the strike was carried out with an intermediate-range ballistic missile.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Two people were wounded in the attack, and an industrial facility and a rehabilitation center for people with disabilities were damaged, according to local officials.
The attack comes during a week of escalating tensions, as the U.S. eased restrictions on Ukraine's use of American-made longer-range missiles inside Russia and Putin lowered the threshold for launching nuclear weapons.
The Ukrainian air force said in a statement that the Dnipro attack was launched from Russia's Astrakhan region, on the Caspian Sea.

    


"Today, our crazy neighbor once again showed what he really is," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said hours before Putin's address. "And how afraid he is."
Earlier this week, the Biden administration authorized Ukraine to use U.S.-supplied, longer-range missiles to strike deeper inside Russia -- a move that drew an angry response from Moscow. 
Days later, Ukraine fired several of the missiles into Russia, according to the Kremlin. The same day, Putin signed a new doctrine that allows for a potential nuclear response even to a conventional attack on Russia by any nation that is supported by a nuclear power.
The doctrine is formulated broadly to avoid a firm commitment to use nuclear weapons. In response, Western countries, including the U.S., said Russia has used irresponsible nuclear rhetoric and behavior throughout the war to intimidate Ukraine and other nations.
They have also expressed dismay at the deployment of thousands of North Korean troops to Russia to fight against Ukraine.
Also Thursday, Russia also struck Zelenskyy's home city of Kryvyi Rih, wounding 26 people, said the head of regional administration, Serhii Lysak. The missile strike caused damage to an administrative building, at least five multistory residential buildings, and civilian vehicles.

    


The Russian Defense Ministry, meanwhile, said in a statement that its air defense systems shot down two British-made Storm Shadow missiles, six HIMARS rockets, and 67 drones.
The statement didn't say when or where the Storm Shadows were shot down or what they were targeting. Russia earlier reported downing some of the missiles over the illegally annexed Crimean Peninsula.
More than 1,000 days into war, Russia has the upper hand, with its larger army advancing in Donetsk and Ukrainian civilians suffering from relentless drone and missile strikes.
Analysts and observers say that the loosening of restrictions on Ukraine's use of Western missiles is unlikely to change the the course of the war, but it puts the Russian army in a more vulnerable position and could complicate the logistics that are crucial in warfare. 

    


Putin has also warned that the move would mean that Russia and NATO are at war.
"It is an important move and it pulls against, undermines the narrative that Putin had been trying to establish that it was fine for Russia to rain down Iranian drones and North Korean missiles on Ukraine but a reckless escalation for Ukraine to use Western-supplied weapons at legitimate targets in Russia," said Peter Ricketts, a former U.K. national security adviser who now sits in the House of Lords. 

___ Associated Press writers Jill Lawless in London, and Zeke Miller and Lolita C. Baldor in Washington, contributed to this report. ___ Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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            Matt Gaetz arrives before President-elect Donald Trump speaks during an America First Policy Institute gala at his Mar-a-Lago estate, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            FILE--Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., appears before the House Rules Committee at the Capitol in Washington, Friday, Sept. 22, 2023. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Matt Gaetz withdrew Thursday as President-elect Donald Trump's pick for attorney general following continued scrutiny over a federal sex trafficking investigation that cast doubt on his ability to be confirmed as the nation's chief federal law enforcement officer.
The Florida Republican's announcement came one day after meeting with senators in an effort to win their support for his confirmation to lead the Justice Department.
"While the momentum was strong, it is clear that my confirmation was unfairly becoming a distraction to the critical work of the Trump/Vance Transition," Gaetz said in a statement announcing his decision. "There is no time to waste on a needlessly protracted Washington scuffle, thus I'll be withdrawing my name from consideration to serve as Attorney General. Trump's DOJ must be in place and ready on Day 1."

    


Trump, in a social media post, said: "I greatly appreciate the recent efforts of Matt Gaetz in seeking approval to be Attorney General. He was doing very well but, at the same time, did not want to be a distraction for the Administration, for which he has much respect. Matt has a wonderful future, and I look forward to watching all of the great things he will do!"




Gaetz's withdrawal is a blow to Trump's push to install steadfast loyalists in his incoming administration and the first sign that Trump could face resistance from members of his own party to picks with eyebrow-raising backgrounds.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


Gaetz's announcement came days after an attorney for two women said that his clients told House Ethics Committee investigators that Gaetz paid them for sex on multiple occasions beginning in 2017, when Gaetz was a Florida congressman. He resigned from the House after Trump announced he would nominate him for the Cabinet.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
One of the women testified she saw Gaetz having sex with a 17-year-old at a party in Florida in 2017, according to the attorney, Joel Leppard. Leppard has said that his client testified she didn't think Gaetz knew the girl was underage, stopped their relationship when he found out and did not resume it until after she turned 18. The age of consent in Florida is 18.

Gaetz has vehemently denied any wrongdoing, and said last year that the Justice Department's investigation into sex trafficking allegations involving underage girls had ended with no federal charges against him.
_____
Associated Press writer Adriana Gomez Licon contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gaetz-trump-fbi-justice-department-248b46ba0c882dd46d661568e8bd3bd7



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Top war-crimes court issues arrest warrants for Netanyahu, ex-defense minister and a Hamas leader

    Top war-crimes court issues arrest warrants for Netanyahu, ex-defense minister and a Hamas leader

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 12 | 
            FILE - Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses lawmakers in the Knesset, Israel's parliament, in Jerusalem. Monday Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg, File)
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            FILE - Ismail Haniyeh, leader of the Palestinian militant group Hamas, speaks to journalists after his meeting with Lebanese Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri, in Beirut, Lebanon, June 28, 2021. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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            FILE - Israel's Defense Minister Yoav Gallant speaks during a ceremony marking the Hebrew calendar anniversary of the Hamas attack on October 7 last year that sparked the ongoing war in Gaza, at the Mount Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem, Israel Sunday Oct. 27, 2024. (Gil Cohen-Magen/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Yehiyeh Sinwar, head of Hamas in Gaza, attends a rally marking "Jerusalem Day," or Al-Quds Day, an annual celebration to support Palestinians in the holy city, at a soccer filed in Gaza City, on April 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Karim Khan, Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court looks up prior to a press conference in The Hague, Netherlands, Monday, July 3, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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            FILE - Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, and Defense Minister Yoav Gallant attend a press conference in the Kirya military base in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023. (Abir Sultan/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)
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            FILE - Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu enters the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith, File)
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            Palestinian kids sort through trash at a landfill in Zawaida, Gaza Strip, Sunday, Nov. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            The family of Israeli Defense Forces Sgt. First Class (res.) Roi Sasson, who was killed in action in the Gaza Strip, walk behind his coffin during his funeral at Mt. Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Israeli Defense Forces soldiers mourn at the grave of Sgt. First Class (res.) Roi Sasson, who was killed in action in the Gaza Strip, during his funeral at Mt. Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Women mourn over the bodies of victims from an Israeli army airstrike outside a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Sunday Nov. 17, 2024. Palestinian medical officials reported Sunday that Israeli strikes overnight killed 12 people in Central Gaza. One child and five women were counted among them.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            FILE - Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses lawmakers in the Knesset, Israel's parliament, in Jerusalem. Monday Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg, File)
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            FILE - Ismail Haniyeh, leader of the Palestinian militant group Hamas, speaks to journalists after his meeting with Lebanese Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri, in Beirut, Lebanon, June 28, 2021. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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            FILE - Israel's Defense Minister Yoav Gallant speaks during a ceremony marking the Hebrew calendar anniversary of the Hamas attack on October 7 last year that sparked the ongoing war in Gaza, at the Mount Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem, Israel Sunday Oct. 27, 2024. (Gil Cohen-Magen/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Yehiyeh Sinwar, head of Hamas in Gaza, attends a rally marking "Jerusalem Day," or Al-Quds Day, an annual celebration to support Palestinians in the holy city, at a soccer filed in Gaza City, on April 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Karim Khan, Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court looks up prior to a press conference in The Hague, Netherlands, Monday, July 3, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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            FILE - Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, and Defense Minister Yoav Gallant attend a press conference in the Kirya military base in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023. (Abir Sultan/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)
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            FILE - Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu enters the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 12

                                    
                                    FILE - Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu enters the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 12 | 
            Palestinian kids sort through trash at a landfill in Zawaida, Gaza Strip, Sunday, Nov. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            The family of Israeli Defense Forces Sgt. First Class (res.) Roi Sasson, who was killed in action in the Gaza Strip, walk behind his coffin during his funeral at Mt. Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Israeli Defense Forces soldiers mourn at the grave of Sgt. First Class (res.) Roi Sasson, who was killed in action in the Gaza Strip, during his funeral at Mt. Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Women mourn over the bodies of victims from an Israeli army airstrike outside a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Sunday Nov. 17, 2024. Palestinian medical officials reported Sunday that Israeli strikes overnight killed 12 people in Central Gaza. One child and five women were counted among them.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        THE HAGUE (AP) -- The world's top war-crimes court issued arrest warrants Thursday for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, his former defense minister and Hamas' military chief, accusing them of crimes against humanity in connection with the 13-month war in Gaza.
The warrants said there was reason to believe Netanyahu and former Defense Minister Yoav Gallant have used "starvation as a method of warfare" by restricting humanitarian aid and have intentionally targeted civilians in Israel's campaign against Hamas in Gaza -- charges Israeli officials deny.
The action by the International Criminal Court came as the death toll from Israel's campaign in Gaza  passed 44,000 people,  according to local health authorities, who say more than half of those killed were women and children. Their count does not differentiate between civilians and combatants.

    


Experts say hunger has become widespread across Gaza and may have reached famine levels in the north of the territory, which is under siege by Israeli troops.
Netanyahu condemned the warrant against him, saying Israel "rejects with disgust the absurd and false actions" by the court. In a statement released by his office, he said: "There is nothing more just than the war that Israel has been waging in Gaza."




Gallant, in a statement, said the decision "sets a dangerous precedent against the right to self-defense and moral warfare and encourages murderous terrorism."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The decision turns Netanyahu and the others into internationally wanted suspects and could further isolate them, putting them at risk of arrest when they travel abroad. Its practical implications could be limited since Israel and its major ally, the United States, are not members of the court.
Still, the warrant marked the first time that a sitting leader of a major Western ally has been accused of war crimes and crimes against humanity by a global court of justice. It put Israel's allies, including some of its closest European friends, in an awkward position. Several leaders, including France, welcomed the court's decision and signaled they might arrest Netanyahu if he visited.

    


The move "represents the most dramatic step yet in the court's involvement in the conflict between Israel and Hamas," said Anthony Dworkin, senior policy fellow at the European Council on Foreign Relations.
Israeli leaders, politicians and officials across the spectrum denounced the warrants and the ICC. The new defense minister, Israel Katz, who replaced Gallant earlier this month, said Thursday's decision is "a moral disgrace, entirely tainted by antisemitism, and drags the international judicial system to an unprecedented low."
Human rights groups applauded the move.
The warrants against both sides "break through the perception that certain individuals are beyond the reach of the law," the associate international justice director at Human Rights Watch, Balkees Jarrah, said in a statement.
The decision came six months after ICC Chief Prosecutor Karim Khan requested the warrants.
The court issued a warrant for Mohammed Deif, head of Hamas' armed wing, over the Oct. 7, 2023, attacks that triggered Israel's offensive in Gaza. It said it found reasonable grounds to believe Deif was involved in murder, rape, torture and the taking of hostages amounting to war crimes and crimes against humanity.

    


In the Hamas-led attack, militants stormed into southern Israel, killing 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and taking some 250 others hostage. Around 100 Israelis remain captive in Gaza, around a third of them believed to be dead.
Khan withdrew requests for warrants for two other senior Hamas figures, Yahya Sinwar and Ismail Haniyeh, who have both since been killed. Israel says it also killed Deif in an airstrike, but Hamas has never confirmed his death.
The warrants for Netanyahu and Gallant were issued by a three-judge panel in a unanimous decision. The panel said there were reasonable grounds to believe that both men bear responsibility for the war crime of starvation and the crimes against humanity of murder, persecution and other inhumane acts.

    


The judges said the lack of food, water, electricity, fuel and specific medical supplies created conditions "calculated to bring about the destruction of part of the civilian population in Gaza," including the deaths of children due to malnutrition and dehydration.
They also found that by preventing hospital supplies and medicine from getting into Gaza, doctors were forced to operate, including performing amputations, without anesthesia or with unsafe means of sedation that led to "great suffering."
The judges also rejected an Israeli petition challenging the court's jurisdiction on the grounds that Israel is not a member state in the tribunal.
Despite the warrants, none of the suspects is likely to face judges in The Hague anytime soon. Member countries are required to detain suspects facing a warrant if they set foot on their soil, but the court has no way to enforce that.

    


For example, Russian President Vladimir Putin, who is wanted on an ICC warrant for alleged war crimes in Ukraine, recently visited Mongolia, a member state in the court but also a Russian ally. He was not arrested.
Still, the threat of arrest now complicates any travel abroad by Netanyahu and Gallant -- including to close allies of Israel. EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said the warrants are binding on all 27 members countries of the European Union.
France signaled it could arrest Netanyahu if he came to its territory. Foreign Ministry spokesman Christophe Lemoine called it a "complex legal issue" but said France supports the court's actions.
"Combating impunity is our priority," he said. "Our response will align with these principles."
Hamas in a statement welcomed the warrants against Netanyahu and Gallant but made no mention of the one against Deif.
Israel's opposition leaders fiercely criticized the ICC's move. Benny Gantz, a retired general and political rival to Netanyahu, said it showed "moral blindness" and was a "shameful stain of historic proportion that will never be forgotten."
Yair Lapid, another opposition leader, called it a "prize for terror."
Israel's campaign has caused heavy destruction across Gaza, decimated parts of the territory and driven almost the entire population of 2.3 million people from their homes, leaving most dependent on aid to survive.
Two days after Hamas' attack on southern Israel, Gallant announced a total seal on Gaza, vowing not to let in food, fuel or other supplies. Under U.S. pressure, Israel began allowing a trickle of humanitarian aid to enter a few weeks later.
Israel now says it puts no limit on the amount of supplies into Gaza. Still, the flow of food and other goods is at nearly the lowest levels of the war, and the U.N. and other groups have said Israeli military restrictions are largely to blame, along with widespread lawlessness that has led to theft of aid shipments.
The case at the ICC is separate from another legal battle Israel is waging at the top U.N. court, the International Court of Justice, in which South Africa accuses Israel of genocide, an allegation Israeli leaders staunchly deny.

Lawyers for Israel argued in court that the war in Gaza was a legitimate defense of its people and that it was Hamas militants who were guilty of genocide.
___
Associated Press journalists Raf Casert in Brussels, Mike Corder in The Hague and Josef Federman in Jerusalem contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/icc-israel-hamas-warrants-netanyahu-palestinian-arrest-73c854d072e0a1a41b19b2cb2cdd07fa
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            Palestinians mourn over relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, as they stand in a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians queue for food in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian little girl queues for food in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians queue for food in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian woman queues for food in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians queue for food in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian woman queues for food in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- The death toll in the Gaza Strip from the 13-month-old war between Israel and Hamas has surpassed 44,000, local health officials said Thursday.
The Gaza Health Ministry does not distinguish between civilians and combatants in its count, but it has said that more than half of the fatalities are women and children. The Israeli military says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.
The Health Ministry said 44,056 people have been killed and 104,268 wounded since the start of the war. It has said the real toll is higher because thousands of bodies are buried under rubble or in areas that medics cannot access.
The war began when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting another 250. Around 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, at least a third of whom are believed to be dead. Most of the rest were released during a cease-fire last year. 

    


The Israeli offensive has caused heavy destruction across wide areas of the coastal territory, leading many to wonder when or how it will ever be rebuilt. Around 90% of the population of 2.3 million people have been displaced, often multiple times, and hundreds of thousands are living in squalid tent camps with little food, water or basic services.




Israel says it tries to avoid harming civilians and blames their deaths on Hamas because the militants operate in residential areas, where they have built tunnels, rocket launchers and other military infrastructure. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Palestinian officials and rights groups accuse Israeli forces of war crimes and crimes against humanity, and the United Nations' top court is considering allegations of genocide brought by South Africa. The Israeli government adamantly denies the allegations, accusing critics of being biased against it.
In recent weeks, the amount of humanitarian aid entering Gaza has plummeted, prompting the United States to threaten to reduce its military support for Israel before backing down, citing limited progress. Experts have warned that isolated, war-ravaged northern Gaza could already be experiencing famine.

    


The United States, Egypt and Qatar spent months trying to broker a cease-fire agreement in which Hamas would release the remaining hostages in exchange for an end to the war. Those talks ground to a halt over the summer, with Israel and Hamas each accusing the other of making unacceptable demands.

U.S. President-elect Donald Trump has vowed to end the wars in the Middle East without saying how. His previous administration gave unprecedented support to Israel and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's hard-line policies toward the Palestinians.
___
Khaled reported from Cairo.
___
Find more of AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            President-elect Donald Trump walks with Elon Musk before the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024 in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump speaks with Elon Musk as Sen. Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., listens before attending a viewing of the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024 in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)
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            Vivek Ramaswamy speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump shakes hands with Vivek Ramaswamy during a campaign rally at Thomas & Mack Center, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., arrives to speak before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at McCamish Pavilion Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            FILE- Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Ranking Member Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., speaks during a committee hearing, Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough, File)
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            FILE- Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Ranking Member Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., speaks during a committee hearing, Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- When Elon Musk first suggested a new effort to cut the size of government, Donald Trump didn't seem to take it seriously. His eventual name for the idea sounded like a joke too. It would be called the Department of Government Efficiency, or DOGE, a reference to an online meme featuring a surprised-looking dog from Japan.
But now that Trump has won the election, Musk's fantasy is becoming reality, with the potential to spark a constitutional clash over the balance of power in Washington.
Trump put Musk, the world's richest man, and Vivek Ramaswamy, an entrepreneur and former Republican presidential candidate, in charge of the new department, which is really an outside advisory committee that will work with people inside the government to reduce spending and regulations.
This week, Musk and Ramaswamy said they would encourage Trump to make cuts by refusing to spend money allocated by Congress, a process known as impounding. The proposal goes against a 1974 law intended to prevent future presidents from following in the footsteps of Richard Nixon, who held back funding that he didn't like. 

    


"We are prepared for the onslaught from entrenched interests in Washington," Musk and Ramaswamy wrote in an opinion piece in The Wall Street Journal. "We expect to prevail. Now is the moment for decisive action."




Trump has already suggested taking such a big step, saying last year that he would "use the president's long-recognized impoundment power to squeeze the bloated federal bureaucracy for massive savings." 

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


It would be a dramatic attempt to expand his powers, when he already will have the benefit of a sympathetic Republican-controlled Congress and a conservative-majority U.S. Supreme Court, and it could swiftly become one of the most closely watched legal fights of his second administration.
"He might get away with it," said William Galston, a senior fellow in governance studies at the Brookings Institution, a Washington-based think tank. "Congress' power of the purse will turn into an advisory opinion."

    


Musk and Ramaswamy have started laying out their plans
Right now, plans for the Department of Government Efficiency are still coming into focus. The nascent organization has put out a call for "super high-IQ small-government revolutionaries willing to work 80+ hours per week on unglamorous cost-cutting." Applicants are encouraged to submit their resumes through X, the social media company that Musk owns. 
In the Wall Street Journal, Musk and Ramaswamy provided the most detailed look yet at how they would operate and where they could cut. Some are longtime Republican targets, such as $535 million for the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.
Other plans are more ambitious and could reshape the federal government. The two wrote that they would "identify the minimum number of employees required at an agency for it to perform its constitutionally permissible and statutorily mandated functions," leading to "mass head-count reductions across the federal bureaucracy."
Civil service protections wouldn't apply, they argue, because they wouldn't be targeting specific people for political purposes. 

    


Some employees could choose "voluntary severance payments to facilitate a graceful exit." But others would be encouraged to quit by mandating that they show up at the office five days a week, ending pandemic-era flexibility about remote work. The requirement "would result in a wave of voluntary terminations that we welcome."
Everett Kelley, president of the American Federation of Government Employees, said such cutbacks would harm services for Americans who rely on the federal government, and he suggested that Musk and Ramaswamy were in over their heads.
"I don't think they're even remotely qualified to perform those duties," he said. "That's my main concern."
Kelley said his union, which represents 750,000 employees for the federal government and the city of Washington, D.C., was ready to fight attempts to slash the workforce. 
"We've been here, we've heard this kind of rhetoric before," he said. "And we are prepared."

    


Federal regulations would be targeted for elimination
There was no mention in the Wall Street Journal of Musk's previously stated goal of cutting $2 trillion from the budget, which is nearly a third of total annual spending. Nor did they write about "Schedule F," a potential plan to reclassify federal employees to make them easier to fire. Ramaswamy once described the idea as the "mass deportation of federal bureaucrats out of Washington, D.C."
However, Musk and Ramaswamy said they would reduce regulations that they describe as excessive. They wrote that their department "will work with legal experts embedded in government agencies, aided by advanced technology," to review regulations that run counter to two recent Supreme Court decisions that were intended to limit federal rulemaking authority. 
Musk and Ramaswamy said Trump could "immediately pause the enforcement of those regulations and initiate the process for review and rescission."

    


Chris Edwards, an expert on budget issues at the Cato Institute, said many Republicans have promised to reduce the size and role of government over the years, often to little effect. Sometimes it feels like every budget item and tax provision, no matter how obscure, has people dedicated to its preservation, turning attempts at cuts into political battles of attrition. 
"Presidents always seem to have higher priorities," he said. "A lot of it falls to the wayside."
Although DOGE is scheduled to finish its work by July 4, 2026, Edwards said Musk and Ramaswamy should move faster to capitalize on momentum from Trump's election victory. 
"Will it just collect dust on a shelf, or will it be put into effect?" Edwards said. "That all depends on Trump and where he is at that point in time."
Ramaswamy said in an online video that they're planning regular "Dogecasts" to keep the public updated on their work, which he described as "a once-in-a-generation project" to eliminate "waste, fraud and abuse."
"However bad you think it is, it's probably worse," he said.
Musk and Ramaswamy will have allies in Congress
House Republicans are expected to put Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, a Trump ally from Georgia, in charge of a subcommittee to work with DOGE, according to two people with knowledge of the plans who were not authorized to discuss them publicly. Greene and Rep. James Comer, the Kentucky Republican who chairs the House Oversight Committee, have already met with Ramaswamy, the two people said. 
Musk brought up the idea for DOGE while broadcasting a conversation with Trump on X during the campaign.
"I think we need a government efficiency commission to say like, 'Hey, where are we spending money that's sensible. Where is it not sensible?'" Musk said.
Musk returned to the topic twice, volunteering his services by saying "I'd be happy to help out on such a commission." 
"I'd love it," Trump replied, describing Musk as "the greatest cutter."
Musk has his own incentives to push this initiative forward. His companies, including SpaceX and Tesla, have billions of dollars in government contracts and face oversight from government regulators. 
After spending an estimated $200 million to support Trump's candidacy, he's poised to have expansive influence over the next administration. Trump even went to Texas earlier this week to watch SpaceX test its largest rocket.

DOGE will have an ally in Sen. Rand Paul, a Kentucky Republican who has railed against federal spending for years. He recently told Fox News that he sent "2,000 pages of waste that can be cut" to Musk and Ramaswamy.
"I'm all in and will do anything I can to help them," Paul said. 
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Police report reveals assault allegations against Hegseth, Trump's pick for defense secretary
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                    FILE - President Donald Trump appears on Fox & Friends co-host Pete Hegseth at a Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride event in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Thursday, April 6, 2017. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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                                        SANTA CRUZ, Calif. (AP) -- A woman told police that she was sexually assaulted in 2017 by Pete Hegseth after he took her phone, blocked the door to a California hotel room and refused to let her leave, according to a detailed investigative report made public late Wednesday.
Hegseth, a former Fox News personality and President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, told police at the time that the encounter had been consensual and denied any wrongdoing, the report said.
News of the allegations surfaced last week when local officials released a brief statement confirming that a woman had accused Hegseth of sexual assault in October 2017 after he had spoken at a Republican women's event in Monterey. 
Hegseth's lawyer, Timothy Palatore, said in a statement that the police report confirms "what I have said all along that the incident was fully investigated and police found the allegations to be false, which is why no charges were filed." 

    


Hegseth paid the woman in 2023 as part of a confidential settlement to head off the threat of what he described as a baseless lawsuit, Palatore has said.




The 22-page police report was released in response to a public records request and offers the first detailed account of what the woman alleged to have transpired -- one that is at odds with Hegseth's version of events. The report cited police interviews with the alleged victim, a nurse who treated her, a hotel staffer, another woman at the event and Hegseth. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The woman's name was not released, and The Associated Press does not typically name people who say they have been sexually assaulted. 
A spokeswoman for the Trump transition said early Thursday that the "report corroborates what Mr. Hegseth's attorneys have said all along: the incident was fully investigated and no charges were filed because police found the allegations to be false."

    


The report does not say that police found the allegations were false. Police recommended the case report be forwarded to the Monterey County District Attorney's Office for review.
Investigators were first alerted to the alleged assault, the report said, by a nurse who called them after a patient requested a sexual assault exam. The patient told medical personnel she believed she was assaulted five days earlier but couldn't remember much about what had happened. She reported something may have been slipped into her drink before ending up in the hotel room where she said the assault occurred.
Police collected the unwashed dress and underwear she had worn that night, the report said.
The woman's partner, who was staying at the hotel with her, told police that he was worried about her that night after she didn't come back to their room. At 2 a.m., he went to the hotel bar, but she wasn't there. She made it back a few hours later, apologizing that she "must have fallen asleep." A few days later, she told him she had been sexually assaulted. 
The woman, who helped organize the California Federation of Republican Women gathering at which Hegseth spoke, told police that she had witnessed the TV anchor acting inappropriately throughout the night and saw him stroking multiple women's thighs. She texted a friend that Hegseth was giving off a "creeper" vibe, according to the report. 

    


After the event, the woman and others attended an after-party in a hotel suite where she said she confronted Hegseth, telling him that she "did not appreciate how he treated women," the report states.
A group of people, including Hegseth and the woman, decamped for the hotel's bar. That's when "things got fuzzy," the woman told police. 
She remembered having a drink at the bar with Hegseth and others, the police report states. She also told police that she argued with Hegseth near the hotel pool, an account that is supported by a hotel staffer who was sent to handle the disturbance and spoke to police, according to the report. 
Soon, she told police, she was inside a hotel room with Hegseth, who took her phone and blocked the door with his body so that she could not leave, according to the report. She also told police she remembered "saying 'no' a lot," the report said.

    


Her next memory was of lying on a couch or bed with a bare-chested Hegseth hovering over her, his dog tags dangling, the report states. Hegseth served in the National Guard, rising to the rank of major. 
After Hegseth finished, she recalled he threw a towel at her and asked if she was "OK," the report states. She told police she did not recall how she got back to her own hotel room and had since suffered from nightmares and memory loss.
At the time of the alleged assault, Hegseth, now 44, was going through a divorce with his second wife, with whom he has three children. She filed for divorce after he had a child with a Fox News producer who is now his third wife, according to court records and social media posts by Hegseth. His first marriage ended in 2009, also after infidelity by Hegseth, according to court records. 

    


Hegseth, who joined Fox News as a contributor in 2014 before becoming co-host of "Fox & Friends Weekend," left the network after Trump announced his intention to nominate him.
Hegseth said he attended an after party and drank beer but did not consume liquor, and acknowledged being "buzzed" but not drunk. 
He said he met the woman at the hotel bar, and she led him by the arm back to his hotel room, which surprised him because he initially had no intention of having sex with her, the report said. 
Hegseth told investigators that the sexual encounter that followed was consensual, adding that he explicitly asked more than once if she was comfortable. Hegseth said in the morning the woman "showed early signs of regret," and he assured her that he wouldn't tell anyone about the encounter.

Hegseth's attorney said a payment was made to the woman as part of a confidential settlement a few years after the police investigation because Hegseth was concerned that she was prepared to file a lawsuit that he feared could have resulted in him being fired from Fox News, where he was a popular host. The attorney would not reveal the amount of the payment.
___
Slodysko reported from Washington and Linderman from Baltimore. 
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            FILE - FBI Director Christopher Wray testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, Sept. 24, 2020. (Tom Williams/Pool via AP, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The leaders of the FBI and the Department of Homeland Security declined to testify publicly at a scheduled Senate hearing Thursday on global national security threats, a break from precedent following years of open testimony before the panel.
"Their choice to not provide public testimony about their departments' efforts to address wide-ranging national security threats robs the American people of critical information and the opportunity for public accountability of what the federal government is doing to keep Americans safe," Sen. Gary Peters, chairman of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs committee, said in a statement.
The Michigan Democrat said it was the first time in more than 15 years that an FBI director and Homeland Security secretary had refused to offer public testimony at the annual committee hearing focused on threats to the homeland, calling it a "shocking departure" from tradition. 

    


A separate hearing scheduled for Wednesday before the House Homeland Security committee also was postponed.
The hearings were to have taken place at a time of significant political transition as Trump is interviewing candidates to replace FBI Director Christopher Wray and has named South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem to succeed Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Majorkas.




The Senate committee usually starts scheduling its annual hearing months in advance, and previous hearings have always included a public component. The committee was informed Monday that Mayorkas and Wray would not be appearing.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


In a statement Thursday, the FBI said it had "repeatedly demonstrated our commitment to responding to Congressional oversight and being transparent with the American people" and remained "committed to sharing information about the continuously evolving threat environment facing our nation.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"FBI leaders have testified extensively in public settings about the current threat environment and believe the Committee would benefit most from further substantive discussions and additional information that can only be provided in a classified setting," the statement said.

    


The Department of Homeland Security said in a statement that they and the FBI offered to speak to the committee in a classified setting and emphasized the amount of unclassified information they've already shared publicly. 

"DHS and the FBI already have shared with the Committee and other Committees, and with the American public, extensive unclassified information about the current threat environment, including the recently published Homeland Threat Assessment. DHS takes seriously its obligation to respond to Congressional requests for testimony," the department said. 
The agency also noted that Mayorkas has testified in Congress 30 times during the nearly four years he's held his job.
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            Actor Jussie Smollett smiles and waves to supporters before leaving Cook County Court in March 2019. (AP Photo/Paul Beaty, File)
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            FILE - Jussie Smollett arrives at the BET Awards, June 26, 2022, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - In this March 26, 2019 file photo, former "Empire" actor Jussie Smollett smiles and waves to supporters before leaving Cook County Court after his charges were dropped in Chicago. Smollett says his $10,000 payment after the close of a criminal case should prevent Chicago from seeking reimbursement for a police investigation of his claim that he was a victim of a racist and homophobic attack. Smollett's attorneys filed a response to Chicago's lawsuit Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. They also filed a counterclaim against the city, saying Smollett was the victim of a malicious prosecution. Smollett told police he was beaten by two men. Police said it was staged.(AP Photo/Paul Beaty, File)
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                                        SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) -- The Illinois Supreme Court on Thursday overturned actor Jussie Smollett's conviction on charges that he staged a racist and homophobic attack against himself in downtown Chicago in 2019 and lied to police.
The state's highest court ruled that a special prosecutor should not have been allowed to intervene after the Cook County state's attorney initially dropped charges against Smollett in exchange for forfeiting his $10,000 bond and conducting community service. The ruling and the appeal did not address Smollett's continued claim of innocence.
Smollett, who is Black and gay, claimed two men assaulted him, spouted racial and homophobic slurs and tossed a noose around his neck, leading to a massive search for suspects by Chicago police detectives and kicking up an international uproar. Smollett was on the television drama "Empire," which filmed in Chicago, and prosecutors alleged he staged the attack because he was unhappy with the studio's response to hate mail he received. 

    


"We are aware that this case has generated significant public interest and that many people were dissatisfied with the resolution of the original case and believed it to be unjust," Justice Elizabeth Rochford wrote in the court's 5-0 decision. "Nevertheless, what would be more unjust than the resolution of any one criminal case would be a holding from this court that the state was not bound to honor agreements upon which people have detrimentally relied."




Smollett's attorneys have argued that the case was over when Cook County State's Attorney Kim Foxx's office dropped an initial 16 counts of disorderly conduct. The deal prompted immediate backlash, with then-Mayor Rahm Emanuel calling it "a whitewash of justice." A special prosecutor was appointed, and a grand jury restored charges, leading to Smollett's conviction on five counts of disorderly conduct in 2021. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This was not a prosecution based on facts, rather it was a vindictive persecution and such a proceeding has no place in our criminal justice system," Smollett's attorney, Nenye Uche, said in a statement. Uche said "rule of law was the big winner today" and thanked the court for "restoring order to Illinois' criminal law jurisprudence."

    


The special prosecutor, Dan Webb, said he disagreed with the court's ruling while noting that it "has nothing to do with Mr. Smollett's innocence."
"The Illinois Supreme Court did not find any error with the overwhelming evidence presented at trial that Mr. Smollett orchestrated a fake hate crime and reported it to the Chicago Police Department as a real hate crime, or the jury's unanimous verdict that Mr. Smollett was guilty of five counts of felony disorderly conduct," Webb said. 
A message seeking comment was sent Thursday to Foxx's office.
Testimony at trial indicated Smollett paid $3,500 to two men whom he knew from "Empire" to carry out the attack. Prosecutors said he told them what slurs to shout, and to yell that Smollett was in "MAGA country," an apparent reference to the Donald Trump's presidential campaign slogan.

    


Smollett testified that "there was no hoax" and that he was the victim of a hate crime in his downtown Chicago neighborhood.
He was sentenced to 150 days in jail -- six of which he served before he was freed pending appeal -- and was ordered to pay about $130,000 in restitution. Webb noted that Chicago officials can still pursue their civil case against Smollett that seeks to recoup the $130,000, the amount police say they paid in overtime to pursue Smollett's accusations.

Smollett, a child actor who appeared in 1992 movie "The Mighty Ducks," has credited his role as a singer on the hip-hop drama "Empire" for turbocharging his career. This year, he starred in the movie "The Lost Holliday" with Vivica A. Fox.
Illinois Supreme Court Chief Justice Mary Jane Theis and Justice Joy Cunningham took no part in Thursday's decision.
___
Tareen reported from Chicago.
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US towns plunge into debates about fluoride in water
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                    Residents attend a Durango City Council meeting to speak about the continued fluoridation of the city's drinking water, Nov. 5, 2024, in Durango, Colo. (Christian Burney/The Durango Herald via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- For about 50 years, adding cavity-preventing fluoride to drinking water was a popular public health measure in Yorktown, a leafy town north of New York City. 
But in September, the town's supervisor used his emergency powers to stop the practice.
The reason? A recent federal judge's decision that ordered U.S. regulators to consider the risk that fluoride in water could cause lower IQ in kids.
"It's too dangerous to look at and just say 'Ah, screw it. We'll keep going on,'" said the town supervisor, Ed Lachterman.
Yorktown isn't alone. The decision to add fluoride to drinking water rests with state and local officials, and fights are cropping up nationwide.
Communities in Florida, Texas, Oregon, Utah, Wyoming and elsewhere have debated the idea in recent months -- the total number is in the dozens, with several deciding to stop adding it to drinking water, according to Fluoride Action Network, an advocacy organization against water fluoridation. In Arkansas, legislators this week filed a bill to repeal the state's fluoridation program. 

    


The debates have been ignited or fueled by three developments:




--In August, a federal agency reported "with moderate confidence" that there is a link between high levels of fluoride exposure -- more than twice the recommended limit -- and lower IQ in kids. 
--In September, the federal judge ordered the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to further regulate fluoride in drinking water because high levels could pose a risk to the intellectual development of children.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
--This month, just days before the election, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. declared that Donald Trump would push to remove fluoride from drinking water on his first day as president. Trump later picked Kennedy to run the Department of Health and Human Services.
In Durango, Colorado, there was an unsuccessful attempt to stop fluoridating the water during Trump's first term in office. A new push came this year, as Trump saw a surge of political support.
"It's just kind of the ebb and flow of politics on the national level that ultimately affects us down here," said city spokesman Tom Sluis.

    


Fluoride is a public health success story but opposition persists
Fluoride strengthens teeth and reduces cavities by replacing minerals lost during normal wear and tear, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. In 1950, federal officials endorsed water fluoridation to prevent tooth decay, and the addition of low levels of fluoride to drinking water has long been considered one of the greatest public health achievements of the last century.
Fluoride can come from a number of sources, but drinking water is the main source for Americans, researchers say. Nearly two-thirds of the U.S. population gets fluoridated drinking water, according to CDC data.
There is a recommended fluoridation level, but many communities exceed that, sometimes because fluoride occurs naturally at higher levels in certain water sources. 
Opposition is nothing new, though for decades it was considered a fringe opinion. Adherents included conspiracy theorists who claimed fluoridation was a plot to make people submissive to government power.

    


Health officials could point to studies that showed that cavities were less common in communities with fluoridated water, and that dental health worsened in communities without it.
But fluoride isn't just in water. Through the years it became common in toothpaste, mouthwash and other products. And data began to emerge that there could be too much of a good thing: In 2011, officials reported that 2 out of 5 U.S. adolescents had at least mild tooth streaking or spottiness because of too much fluoride. 
In 2015, the CDC recommended that communities revisit how much they were putting in the water. Beginning in 1962, the government recommended a range of 0.7 milligrams per liter for warmer climates where people drink more water to 1.2 milligrams in cooler areas. The new standard became 0.7 everywhere.
Over time, more studies pointed to a different problem: a link between higher levels of fluoride and brain development. The August report by the federal government's National Toxicology Program -- summarizing studies conducted in Canada, China, India, Iran, Pakistan and Mexico -- concluded that drinking water containing more than 1.5 milligrams of fluoride per liter was associated with lower IQs in kids.

    


"There's no question that fluoride prevents cavities," said Dr. Tom Frieden, who was director of the CDC when the agency changed the recommended fluoride levels. "There's also no question we're getting more fluoride than we were 50 years ago, through toothpaste and other things." 
Frieden said "a legitimate question" has been raised about whether fluoride affects brain development, and studies making that link "need to be looked at carefully."

    


U.S. towns wrestle with what to do
Many people in health care strongly embrace water fluoridation. The American Dental Association and the American Academy of Pediatrics reaffirmed their endorsement of current CDC recommendations in the wake of the federal report and the judge's ruling.
Colorado's health department, which weighed in during a Nov. 5 Durango city council meeting, said in a statement that it "seeks to align its public health recommendations with the latest scientific research. The facts of this court ruling are not sufficient" to revise current fluoridation levels.
Durango officials are waiting to see what the EPA does in reaction to the recent court decision, said Sluis, the city spokesman.
"We follow the science," he said. "It wouldn't be in the best interest of the city to stop fluoridation based on one judge's interpretation."
In Yorktown, Lachterman concluded the judge's decision was enough to halt fluoridation. He recalled a community discussion several years ago in which most people in the room clearly favored fluoridation, but recently it seems public comment has reversed.
"It's like a total 180," he said.
But not all public pressure these days is against the idea.
In September, Buffalo, New York, announced it would resume water fluoridation after not having it for nearly a decade. News reports had described an increase in tooth decay and families sued, seeking damages for dental costs.
The Buffalo Sewer Authority's general manager, Oluwole McFoy declined to discuss the decision with The Associated Press, citing the litigation.
For its part, the EPA "is in the process of reviewing the district court's decision," spokesman Jeff Landis said this week.
Debates have become heated
In Monroe, Wisconsin, fluoridation "has become a very hot issue," said its mayor, Donna Douglas.
The small city, near Madison, started fluoridating its drinking water in the early 1960s. But in the late summer, some residents began calling and emailing Douglas, saying she needed to do something about what they saw as a public health danger. The first call "was more like a threat," she recalled.
Douglas said she did not take a position on whether to stop, but decided to raise it to the city council for discussion. The discussions were unusually emotional.
Few people tend to speak during public comment sessions at council meetings, said Douglas. But more than two dozen people spoke at a city council meeting last month, most of them in favor of fluoridation. At a subsequent meeting, about a dozen more people -- all opposed to fluoridation -- came out to speak.
"This is the first time we've had any debates at all" like this, Douglas said. "I didn't realize it would be such a heated discussion."
___
AP video journalist Brittany Peterson and AP reporter Andrew DeMillo contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            This combination of images shows comedian and podcaster Theo Von, left, President Donald Trump, center, and comedian-commentator and podcaster Joe Rogan. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives for a campaign rally in Glendale, Ariz., on Aug. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            This image released by NBC shows James Austin Johnson portraying Donald Trump during the "Pre-Election" Cold Open on "Saturday Night Live," Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in New York. (Will Heath/NBC via AP)
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            This image released by NBC shows Maya Rudolph, left, and Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris during the "Pre-Election" Cold Open on "Saturday Night Live" in New York on Nov. 2, 2024. (Will Heath/NBC via AP)
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            FILE - Actor-comedian-podcaster Marc Maron appears at the premiere of "Respect" in Westwood, Calif. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            This combination of images shows comedian and podcaster Theo Von, left, President Donald Trump, center, and comedian-commentator and podcaster Joe Rogan. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives for a campaign rally in Glendale, Ariz., on Aug. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            This image released by NBC shows James Austin Johnson portraying Donald Trump during the "Pre-Election" Cold Open on "Saturday Night Live," Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in New York. (Will Heath/NBC via AP)
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            FILE - Actor-comedian-podcaster Marc Maron appears at the premiere of "Respect" in Westwood, Calif. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            This combination of images shows comedian and podcaster Theo Von, left, President Donald Trump, center, and comedian-commentator and podcaster Joe Rogan. (AP Photo)
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    Follow AP's coverage of the election and what happens next.


    


Did stand-up comedians help reelect Donald Trump?
Not a joke, as outgoing President Joe Biden might say.
Trump has been the butt of countless late-night monologues and "Saturday Night Live" sketches for the better part of a decade, as much of Hollywood tracked the highs and lows of his political career with revulsion and ridicule.
But in the weeks leading up to Election Day, he sat for interviews with podcasting comedians who occupy an increasingly popular space where political discourse is mediated through roast-style insults, right-leaning conspiracy theories and mockery of the left. 
"They're all sort of simultaneously entertainers and influencers and pundits and -- I've argued, propagandists -- who have massive, loyal fanbases," said Seth Simons, a journalist who writes a newsletter about the comedy industry's darker side.
The Trump era has coincided with the rise of the hourlong Netflix special and comedy podcast. And while the world of stand-up is as diverse as the nation itself, some of its hottest acts have punched left.

    


Dave Chappelle has repeatedly courted controversy by mocking transgender activists. Bill Burr has roasted feminists with relish, most recently in his post-election "SNL" monologue ("All right, ladies, you're 0-2 against this guy"). Even Michelle Wolf, who famously roasted Trump at the 2018 White House Correspondents Dinner, has an extended riff in her 2022 special critiquing #MeToo, calling it "the worst-run movement I've ever seen."
None of these comics publicly supported Trump, but nonetheless trained their fire on the so-called woke left, a bogeyman of Trump's campaign.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trump got a warm welcome -- but not everyone was amused
That's what seems to have brought Trump, a veteran TV entertainer himself, into the studios of Joe Rogan, the nation's most listened-to podcaster, and other comedians. 
He discussed addiction and the opioid crisis with Theo Von, who told the past and future president that "cocaine will turn you into a damn owl, homie." On another podcast, Andrew Schulz and Akaash Singh laughed out loud as Trump went through his nicknames for political rivals -- like "Comrade Kamala" Harris -- and recounted his near-assassination.

    


Politicians have long sought to reach voters on alternative platforms. Former President Barack Obama slow jammed the news with Jimmy Fallon, who ruffled Trump's hair in 2016. Both Obama and Hillary Clinton appeared on Zach Galifianakis' web series "Between Two Ferns." Harris appeared on "SNL" days before the election and sat with an array of more earnest podcasters, with less evident success.
For Trump, the podcasts were part of a larger effort to reach young male voters -- a tactic he says his son Barron, 18, suggested. More than half of male voters ages 18-44 supported Trump, and 45% supported Harris, although Biden won this group in 2020, according to AP VoteCast, a survey of more than 120,000 voters.
While politicians' late-night appearances tend to be carefully scripted affairs, Rogan interviewed Trump for a whopping three hours in a conversation that veered from false claims about the 2020 election to speculation about UFOs and John F. Kennedy's assassination. Rogan, who supported Bernie Sanders in 2020, subsequently endorsed Trump this cycle.

    


Trump's interviewers aren't political comedians; they're just as likely to chat about internet curiosities, mixed martial arts or weightlifting. Their views seem primarily rooted in suspicion of the establishment, devotion to free speech and openness to alternative -- and often unfounded -- theories about things like vaccines and immigration.
That may have led them to see Trump as a kindred spirit.
"The rebels are Republicans now. You want to be a rebel, you want to be punk rock, you want to like buck the system, you're a conservative now," Rogan said during the interview, which has nearly 50 million views on YouTube.
Simons says Rogan and his acolytes, consciously or not, have shifted what's acceptable in comedy rightward.
"The relationship that people have with these roast comics, these comics who tell racist jokes or sexist jokes, is that they don't mean what they say, it's just funny," Simons said.

    


Marc Maron, whose podcast "WTF" helped birth the genre, called out his fellow comics in a blog post after the Rogan interview.
"The anti-woke flank of the new fascism is being driven almost exclusively by comics, my peers," Maron wrote. "When comedians with podcasts have shameless, self-proclaimed white supremacists and fascists on their show to joke around like they are just entertainers or even just politicians, all it does is humanize and normalize fascism."

    


A fractured media landscape
It wasn't always like this.
Johnny Carson, the king of late night for three decades until his 1992 retirement, steered clear of political controversies to cultivate a mass audience. This was also when most Americans got their news from the "Big Three" television networks.
Fast forward to today: Left-leaning hosts of comedy shows across many channels deliver nightly polemics interspersed with news clips. To their critics, comedians like Jon Stewart, Stephen Colbert and John Oliver are indistinguishable from MSNBC commentators. 
Comedian Wayne Federman, the author of a history of stand-up, says these hosts can only draw a fraction of Carson's viewers, removing the economic incentive to appeal widely.
"As most late-night hosts seemed openly aligned with (the Democratic National Committee), a market niche opened in the podcast space. Enter Joe Rogan," he said.
Rogan's show, for which he landed an estimated $250 million deal with Spotify, has become a springboard for up-and-coming comics.
"For a lot of comedians right now, following in Joe Rogan's footsteps and trying to be in his world and emulate him is a smart career move," Simons said. "I think that's partly why there are so many Andrew Schulzes and Theo Vons."
Presidential candidate or insult comic?
Beyond his podcast appearances, Trump may have benefited more subtly from stand-up's proliferation.
Much was made of Trump's extemporaneous speaking style -- what he referred to as "the weave" -- in which his hourlong speeches meandered through stories, digressions, movie references and obscenities.
As political speech, it was unconventional, but it bore many of stand-up's hallmarks: deliberate provocations, trademark punchlines and callbacks eventually wrapping it all together.
"Because some of the things he says seem like they're so off-center, people take it as a joke," said Shilpa Dave, a University of Virginia professor of media studies. "The kind of comedy that he's doing doesn't come off as threatening, it comes off as acceptable."
It also posed problems for journalists covering his speeches: When he said he would be a dictator for a day, or inveighed against "enemies from within," or promised to round up and deport millions of immigrants in the U.S. without authorization, was he laying out policies or joking around?
"You can first denounce what journalists do by having called everything they say 'fake news,' and then you can denounce what they expose by saying they just don't get it -- the stand-up comedy defense," said Robert Thompson, a professor of television and popular culture at Syracuse University.

There were times when the jokes didn't land -- but they weren't his. Trump faced outrage after Tony Hinchcliffe, another comedian with a roast-style podcast, referred to Puerto Rico as a "floating island of garbage" and made other racist jokes at a rally. The campaign distanced itself from Hinchcliffe as Puerto Rican celebrities backed Harris and commentators wondered if it would turn off Latino voters.
"Imagine bombing so hard you save america from fascism," comedian Zack Bornstein posted on X.
But barely a week later, it was Trump who brought the house down.
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            India's opposition Congress party leader Rahul Gandhi, center, addresses the media on Indian businessman Gautam Adani, after Adani was indicted by U.S. prosecutors on charges he duped investors in a massive solar energy project in India, in New Delhi, India, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. Image behind shows Adani, on left with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on right. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)
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            FILE- A tree with dried branches stands outside Adani Corporate House in Ahmedabad, India, Jan. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki, File)
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            FILE - India's Adani Group Chairman Gautam Adani addresses the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit in Gandhinagar, India, Jan.10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki, File)
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            India's opposition Congress party leader Rahul Gandhi, addresses the media on Indian businessman Gautam Adani, after Adani was indicted by U.S. prosecutors on charges he duped investors in a massive solar energy project in India, in New Delhi, India, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. An image of Adani is behind. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)
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            FILE- A tree with dried branches stands outside Adani Corporate House in Ahmedabad, India, Jan. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki, File)
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- One of Asia's richest men, Indian tycoon Gautam Adani, is again in the spotlight. His companies' stocks plunged up to 20% in value Thursday after he was indicted by U.S. prosecutors on charges that he duped investors in a massive solar energy project in India by concealing that it was being facilitated by bribes.
In an indictment unsealed in New York, Adani, 62, was charged with securities fraud and conspiracy to commit securities and wire fraud. Seven other executives connected to Adani's business empire also face charges. The indictment alleges a scheme to pay about $265 million in bribes to government officials in India.
The full impact of the case on Adani's businesses is not yet known. Kenya's president on Thursday canceled the tycoon's multimillion dollar deals for airport modernization and energy projects.
The Adani group, meanwhile, decided not to proceed with a proposed U.S. dollar-denominated bond offering. Adani Renewables announced the decision in letters to the Bombay Stock Exchange and the National Stock Exchange of India.

    


In a statement, the group said the allegations against directors of Adani Green "are baseless and denied."




U.S. prosecutors said they brought the charges to protect investors. Deputy Assistant Attorney General Lisa Miller said in statement that the Department of Justice "will continue to aggressively prosecute corrupt, deceptive, and obstructive conduct that violates U.S. law, no matter where in the world it occurs."
None of the people charged in the U.S. have been arrested, prosecutors said.

    


Who is Gautam Adani?
Adani is the son of a middle-class family in Ahmedabad in western India's Gujarat state. He quit college to become a diamond trader in Mumbai, India's financial capital. In the 1980s, he started importing plastics before establishing Adani Enterprises, which traded in everything from shoes to buckets and remains his flagship company.
India opened up its economy in the 1990s and a new middle class emerged as tens of millions of people escaped poverty, prompting Adani to bet on infrastructure and coal.
Adani's first big project, the Mundra port in Gujarat, opened in 1998 and is now India's largest. Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Ltd. is India's biggest private port operator. Within a decade, Adani became India's largest developer and operator of coal mines. According to Adani Power's website, it has expanded to Australia and Indonesia and has ambitions to become one of the world's largest mining groups.
India's second-largest conglomerate operates airports in major cities, builds roads, generates electricity, manufactures defense equipment, develops agricultural drones, sells cooking oil and runs a media outlet.

    


How Adani became Asia's richest man
Adani's net worth shot up about 2,000% in recent years as share prices for his listed companies soared.
Before Modi took office, Adani was friendly with the rival Congress Party, which governed Gujarat state when many of his early projects began. Adani has been "close to every politician in power," R N Bhaskar, a journalist who wrote a biography on Adani, told The Associated Press.
Adani's supporters say he has cleverly aligned the group's priorities with those of the government by investing in key industries like renewable energy, defense, and agriculture. His projects overseas, in strategically important countries like neighboring Sri Lanka, help New Delhi compete with rival Beijing in the region.
Why is Adani controversial?
Adani is considered close to the Hindu nationalist government. The political opposition has long accused Prime Minister Narendra Modi of having close ties with the tycoon. They both hail from the western state of Gujarat.
The businessman's critics say much of his success stems from his close ties to the government and Modi. For example, they have accused the government of adjusting bidding rules to make it easier for Adani to win contracts to operate airports. The company denies this, saying contracts were won fairly.
Opposition Congress party leader Rahul Gandhi called for Adani's arrest and has accused Modi of protecting him.
India's main opposition also demanded a parliamentary committee probe into Adani Group dealings, which Jairam Ramesh, a leader of the Congress Party, said are causing "growing monopolization in key sectors of the Indian economy, fueling inflation, and posing huge foreign policy challenges as well."

    


When did allegations of wrongdoing surface?
Last year, the Adani companies lost $68 billion in market value after short-selling firm Hindenburg Research accused Adani of "pulling the largest con in corporate history," triggering a massive sell-off of the group's stocks.
U.S.-based Hindenburg accused Adani companies of stock price manipulation and fraud just as the group began a share offering meant to raise $2.5 billion.
The Adani group dismissed Hindenburg's allegations, saying none were "based on independent or journalistic fact finding." Adani's response included documents and data tables and it said the group had made all necessary regulatory disclosures and has abided by local laws.

    


What happens next?
Adani and five of the six other defendants live in India, which has an extradition treaty with the U.S. The other lives in Singapore, which also has an extradition treaty.
The indictment charging Adani and his co-defendants was returned on Oct. 24, but it remained under seal and out of public view until Wednesday.
On Oct. 31, court records show, U.S. prosecutors asked, and a judge agreed, to partially unseal Gautam Adani's indictment and arrest warrant "for the limited purpose of providing these documents to foreign law enforcement."
The arrest warrants are not yet publicly available.

U.S. officials could ask their foreign counterparts to detain the defendants and then send them to New York, where they would have to appear in a federal court for arraignment and other proceedings. As of Thursday, no court hearings had been scheduled.
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            This cover image released by Vera Y Records shows "A Philly Special Christmas Party" by The Philly Specials. (Vera Y Records via AP)
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            This album cover image released by MCA Nashville shows "When I Think of Christmas" by Amy Grant and Vince Gill. (MCA Nashville via AP)
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            This album cover image released by Interscope Records shows "The Gift of Love" by Jennifer Hudson. (Interscope Records via AP)
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            This album cover image released by Mercury Nashville/UMG shows "Christmas to Christmas," a reissue by Toby Keith. (Mercury Nashville/UMG via AP)
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            This album cover image released by Republic Records shows "Holiday Seasoning" by Jimmy Fallon. (Republic Records via AP)
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            Thia album cover image released by A&M/UMG Recordings shows "Christmas Once More" by The Carpenters. (A&M/UMG Recordings via AP)
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            This cover image released by New West Records shows "Sleigher" by Ben Folds. (New West Records via AP)
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            This cover image released by Verve shows "Ella & Louis Wish You a Swinging Holiday." (Verve via AP)
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            This album cover image released by Capitol Records Nashville shows "The Christmas Record" by Little Big Town. (Capitol Records Nashville via AP)
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            This album cover image released by Motown Records shows "Give Love At Christmas" by The Temptations. (Motown via AP)
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            This album cover image released by Alvins Records shows "Christmas Bells Are Ringing" by Clay Aiken. (Alvins Records via AP)
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            This cover image released by Vera Y Records shows "A Philly Special Christmas Party" by The Philly Specials. (Vera Y Records via AP)
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            This album cover image released by MCA Nashville shows "When I Think of Christmas" by Amy Grant and Vince Gill. (MCA Nashville via AP)
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            This album cover image released by Interscope Records shows "The Gift of Love" by Jennifer Hudson. (Interscope Records via AP)
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            This album cover image released by Mercury Nashville/UMG shows "Christmas to Christmas," a reissue by Toby Keith. (Mercury Nashville/UMG via AP)
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            This album cover image released by Republic Records shows "Holiday Seasoning" by Jimmy Fallon. (Republic Records via AP)
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            Thia album cover image released by A&M/UMG Recordings shows "Christmas Once More" by The Carpenters. (A&M/UMG Recordings via AP)
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            This cover image released by New West Records shows "Sleigher" by Ben Folds. (New West Records via AP)
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            This cover image released by Verve shows "Ella & Louis Wish You a Swinging Holiday." (Verve via AP)
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            This album cover image released by Capitol Records Nashville shows "The Christmas Record" by Little Big Town. (Capitol Records Nashville via AP)
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            This album cover image released by Motown Records shows "Give Love At Christmas" by The Temptations. (Motown via AP)
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            This album cover image released by Alvins Records shows "Christmas Bells Are Ringing" by Clay Aiken. (Alvins Records via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 11

                                    
                                    This album cover image released by Alvins Records shows "Christmas Bells Are Ringing" by Clay Aiken. (Alvins Records via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It's not the holiday season until the house is full of festive music, from classics to covers and reimaginations across genres, for all to enjoy.
In honor of the most wonderful time of the year, here are some of the best new holiday releases for the 2024 season. 
Vince Gill and Amy Grant, "When I Think of Christmas"
When it comes to country music Christmas classics, Vince Gill and Amy Grant immediately come to mind. The couple is no stranger to the world of holiday music, and their latest collection, "When I Think of Christmas," channels the spirit of their popular "Christmas at the Ryman" residency in Nashville, with two new recordings: a duet of "'Til the Season Comes Round Again" and Grant's take on the title track.
The Carpenters, "Christmas Once More"
Don't fix what ain't broke is an expression for a reason: Sometimes the best holiday album listening experience is enjoying the classics, but newly remixed and remastered. Enter the 16-track "Christmas Once More" from the Carpenters. Fall in love with "Sleigh Ride" and "(There's No Place Like) Home For The Holidays" all over again. 

    


Jennifer Hudson, "The Gift of Love"
Jennifer Hudson has done a ton in her career -- including winning an Emmy, Grammy, Oscar and Tony, making her the rare performer to EGOT, as the expression goes -- but a holiday album? That's new territory. "The Gift of Love" is her first, full of big-hearted classics like "O Holy Night," "Winter Wonderland," "Auld Lang Syne" and "Carol of the Bells," which features the a cappella-meets-Zulu music South African group The Joy. The album also contains some inventive originals. In that category: "Almost Christmas" with Common. If there is only one album to grab this holiday season, you'd be wise to make it this one.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Little Big Town, "The Christmas Record"
Another big name in contemporary music has released their first holiday album. Little Big Town's "The Christmas Record," produced by the legendary Dave Cobb, is a country music spectacular. Like Hudson's, this one is a collection of familiar tunes along with originals -- like the opener "Glow," and the cheery vocal harmony of its chorus: "That shine, that shimmer deep inside of you / Find that magic, let the light in you show / Let it go / Let it glow."
Toby Keith, "Christmas to Christmas"
In February, country superstar Toby Keith, a hit crafter of pro-American anthems who riled up critics and was loved by millions of fans, died at 62. In the time since, he's been eulogized and celebrated, and that continues with a newly remastered reissue of his 1995 holiday classic, "Christmas to Christmas."

    


Clay Aiken, "Christmas Bells Are Ringing"
Clay Aiken -- you read that name correctly, the onetime "American Idol" runner-up and politician -- has returned with his first studio album in over a decade, "Christmas Bells Are Ringing." His voice sounds as sweet and theatrical as ever -- a natural partner to holiday classics.
Jimmy Fallon, "Holiday Seasoning"
At the intersection of Christmas and comedy albums comes Jimmy Fallon's "Holiday Seasoning." The "Tonight Show" host gets into the spirit of the season with jokes -- and some A-list guests -- included. Check out "Almost Too Early for Christmas" with Dolly Parton, "Hallmark Movie" with Cara Delevingne, and "New Year's Eve Polka (5-4-3-2-1)" featuring the Roots and Weird Al. It's exactly what it sounds like.

    


The Philly Specials, "A Philly Special Christmas Party"
For a third year in a row, the Philly Specials -- former Philadelphia Eagle Jason Kelce and current Eagles Lane Johnson and Jordan Mailata -- have released a holiday album for charity. "A Philly Special Christmas Party" benefits a few organizations, including the Children's Crisis Treatment Center and Children's Hospital of Philadelphia. If getting NFL stars to sing sounds funny, well, that's kind of the point. The fun and absurdity are this album's superpowers: On the Americana "Maybe This Christmas," Kelce (brother to Travis Kelce) and Stevie Nicks duet, singing, "And maybe forgiveness will ask us to call / Someone we love / Someone we've lost for reasons we can't quite recall / Maybe this Christmas." It's moving.
Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong, "Ella & Louis Wish You a Swinging Holiday"
Let's be honest here. Around Christmas, everyone wants to hear Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong. Why not hear them together? "Ella & Louis Wish You a Swinging Holiday" is a new boxset, two jazz classics meeting in perfect harmony: "Ella Wishes You a Swinging Christmas" and "Louis Wishes You A Cool Yule."

    


Ben Folds, "Sleigher"
Ben Folds might not be an obvious pick for holiday music -- "Sleigher" is his first Christmas album, after all -- but it's a match made in heaven. His indie piano pop has charmed horn-rimmed glasses wearers for many years; his delicate compositions hit like falling snow. There are seven originals here and three covers.
The Temptations, "Give Love at Christmas"

The holidays, like every day, are a time for listening to Motown Records' vocal groups. This year, tuck into a new reissue of the Temptations' 1980 album, "Give Love at Christmas." It's for fans of five-part harmonies and soulful renditions of classics.
___
This story first published Nov. 19 was updated Nov. 21 to correct album art.
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            FILE - Google CEO Sundar Pichai leaves the federal courthouse in Washington, Oct. 30, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            FILE - The Google building is seen in New York, Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE - Audience members gather at Made By Google for new product announcements at Google on Aug. 13, 2024, in Mountain View, Calif. (AP Photo/Juliana Yamada, File)
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                                        U.S. regulators are proposing aggressive measures to restore competition to the online search market after a federal judge ruled Google maintained an illegal monopoly for the last decade.
The sweeping set of recommendations filed late Wednesday by the U.S. Department of Justice could radically alter Google's business, including possibly spinning off the Chrome web browser and syndicating its search data to competitors. Even if the courts adopt the blueprint, Google isn't likely to make any significant changes until 2026 at the earliest, because of the legal system's slow-moving wheels. 
Here's what it all means:




What is the Justice Department's goal?
Federal prosecutors are cracking down on Google in a case originally filed during near the end of then-President Donald Trump's first term. Officials say the main goal of these proposals is to get Google to stop leveraging its dominant search engine to illegally squelch competition and stifle innovation. 
"The playing field is not level because of Google's conduct, and Google's quality reflects the ill-gotten gains of an advantage illegally acquired," the Justice Department asserted in its recommendations. "The remedy must close this gap and deprive Google of these advantages."
Not surprisingly, Google sees things much differently. The Justice Department's "wildly overbroad proposal goes miles beyond the Court's decision," Kent Walker, Google's chief legal officer, asserted in a blog post. "It would break a range of Google products -- even beyond search -- that people love and find helpful in their everyday lives."
It's still possible that the Justice Department could ease off on its attempts to break up Google, especially if President-elect Donald Trump takes the widely expected step of replacing Jonathan Kanter, who was appointed by President Joe Biden to oversee the agency's antitrust division. 

    


Why focus on Chrome?
Regulators want Google to sell off its industry-leading Chrome web browser, though the filing did not specify who would ultimately buy the business or how that process would work. 
Justice lawyers called Chrome a "gateway to the internet" that provides the search giant with data it then uses for targeted advertising. Regulators believe that asking Google to divest Chrome would create a more equal playing field for search competitors. 
Chrome also is included in the set of apps bundled with Android on phones as part of a mobile device ecosystem that regulators say gives Google a big edge. 
Chrome is the world's most popular mobile web browser, with about 67% adoption globally, according to StatCounter. Apple's Safari browser has the next highest adoption at 18%.
Although it could be years before we see any practical effects of this case on the market, it could mean users would see more search engine options when selecting a default one to use on their favored devices.

    


Does any of this affect Android? 
While federal regulators aren't going as far as to demand Google spin off Android, they are leaving the door open. 
The government asked the judge to impose behavioral limitations that would essentially blunt Android from favoring Google's own general search services.
Regulators asserted U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta should make it clear that Google could still be required to divest its smartphone operating system if the other proposed measures prove ineffective at restoring competition to the search market.
Android is the world's most popular smartphone operating system, found on 71% of mobile phones, Statcounter says. It's free to use, so many devices by Samsung and many other tech companies -- aside from Apple -- have it pre-installed.
What else? 
The Justice Department outlined a range of behavioral measures to give rival search engines a better chance at competing with Google. 
The core remedy is a ban on Google from cutting deals worth billions of dollars to lock in its search engine as the default option on Apple's iPhone and other popular devices. This could potentially impact the bottom line at companies receiving such packages.
Other key recommendations:
1. Prohibiting Google from using search results to favor its own services, such as YouTube or its recently-launched artificial intelligence platform, Gemini.
2. Forcing Google to license the search index data to its rivals. 
3. Requiring Google to be more transparent about how it sets the prices advertisers pay to be listed near the top of some targeted search results.
4. Giving publishers, websites and content creators the right to opt out of having their data indexed for Google's search results or to train its artificial intelligence models. 


    


What comes next?
Google has the chance to submit its own list of proposed fixes in December, and federal regulators will file a revised version of their proposals in early March. Court hearings on these proposed measures are scheduled to begin in April and Mehta is expected to issue a final decision before Labor Day. 
The remedies trial will take place after the Trump administration takes over from Biden in January and assumes oversight of the Department of Justice, which could impact the punishments it ultimately pursues. 

Although Trump has made comments suggesting a breakup of Google isn't in the U.S. national interest, recent nominations put forward by his transition team have favored those who have been critical of Big Tech companies. And the case was originally filed during Trump's first term, which suggests Google won't be entirely off the hook.

    


Google is expected to appeal the case after the remedy hearings, which means the case could drag on for years in the courts.
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Major storm drops record rain, downs trees in Northern California after devastation further north
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            Heavy, wet snow was expected to continue along the Cascades and in parts of far Northern California as the U.S. Northwest battles a major storm. (AP video by Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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            People in the Seattle suburb of Issaquah surveyed the damage left by strong winds brought by a "bomb cyclone" storm.
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            'Bomb cyclone' sweeps across the northwest U.S., battering the region with strong winds and rain. The storm caused widespread power outages and downed trees that killed at least two people.
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            A truck crosses a flooded road Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Santa Rosa, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Firefighters help a woman from a home after a tree toppled onto it during heavy rains on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in the Forest Hills community of unincorporated Sonoma County, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A Pacific Gas & Electric worker pauses while sawing a tree that toppled into power lines during heavy rains on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in the Occidental community of unincorporated Sonoma County, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Truck driver Harry Singh of Seattle looks down Shastina Drive where several dozen big rigs were gathered after being stuck overnight in Weed, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Carlos Avila Gonzalez/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            Truck driver Kirill Foken shovels a trench alongside his truck's tires to free it up as he awaits for I-5 to reopen in Weed, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Carlos Avila Gonzalez/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            Truckers hole up along the side of I-5 to let the storm pass before the highway is reopened in Weed, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Carlos Avila Gonzalez/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 15 | 
            Motorists negotiate the snow along I-80 during a storm Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Truckee, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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            A pedestrian carrying an umbrella walks in front of the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            People carrying umbrellas while visiting the Golden Gate Bridge are seen through a heart on the window at the Round House Cafe in San Francisco, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            People walk their dog as cars maneuver around downed power lines and trees caused by a "bomb cyclone" storm, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Bellevue, Wash. (Nick Wagne/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            A woman was killed after a tree fell on her home during Tuesday night's "bomb cyclone" in severe weather in Bellevue, Wash. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            The drive-thru area of a Taco Bell restaurant is damaged by a fallen tree Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Issaquah, Wash., after a "bomb cyclone'"storm brought high winds to the area. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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        Major storm drops record rain, downs trees in Northern California after devastation further north
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                                    Heavy, wet snow was expected to continue along the Cascades and in parts of far Northern California as the U.S. Northwest battles a major storm. (AP video by Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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                                    People in the Seattle suburb of Issaquah surveyed the damage left by strong winds brought by a "bomb cyclone" storm.
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                                    'Bomb cyclone' sweeps across the northwest U.S., battering the region with strong winds and rain. The storm caused widespread power outages and downed trees that killed at least two people.
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            A truck crosses a flooded road Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Santa Rosa, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Firefighters help a woman from a home after a tree toppled onto it during heavy rains on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in the Forest Hills community of unincorporated Sonoma County, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A Pacific Gas & Electric worker pauses while sawing a tree that toppled into power lines during heavy rains on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in the Occidental community of unincorporated Sonoma County, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Truck driver Harry Singh of Seattle looks down Shastina Drive where several dozen big rigs were gathered after being stuck overnight in Weed, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Carlos Avila Gonzalez/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            Truck driver Kirill Foken shovels a trench alongside his truck's tires to free it up as he awaits for I-5 to reopen in Weed, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Carlos Avila Gonzalez/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            Truckers hole up along the side of I-5 to let the storm pass before the highway is reopened in Weed, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Carlos Avila Gonzalez/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 15

                                    
                                    Truckers hole up along the side of I-5 to let the storm pass before the highway is reopened in Weed, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Carlos Avila Gonzalez/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 15 | 
            Motorists negotiate the snow along I-80 during a storm Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Truckee, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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            A pedestrian carrying an umbrella walks in front of the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            People carrying umbrellas while visiting the Golden Gate Bridge are seen through a heart on the window at the Round House Cafe in San Francisco, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            People walk their dog as cars maneuver around downed power lines and trees caused by a "bomb cyclone" storm, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Bellevue, Wash. (Nick Wagne/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            A woman was killed after a tree fell on her home during Tuesday night's "bomb cyclone" in severe weather in Bellevue, Wash. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            The drive-thru area of a Taco Bell restaurant is damaged by a fallen tree Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Issaquah, Wash., after a "bomb cyclone'"storm brought high winds to the area. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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                                        SANTA ROSA, Calif. (AP) -- A major storm moving through Northern California on Thursday toppled trees and dropped record amounts of rain after knocking out power to hundreds of thousands of people in Washington and Oregon, and forecasters warned the risk of flash flooding and rockslides would continue. 
The National Weather Service extended a flood watch into Saturday for areas north of San Francisco as the region was inundated by the strongest atmospheric river -- a long and wide plume of moisture that forms over an ocean and flows through the sky over land -- so far this season. The storm system roared ashore Tuesday, unleashing winds that toppled trees and killed two people in Washington. 
Up to 16 inches (about 41 centimeters) of rain was forecast in southwestern Oregon and the northern counties of California through Friday. The Sonoma County Airport, in wine country north of San Francisco, received 6.92 inches (17.5 centimeters) of rain Wednesday, breaking a record dating to 1998. 

    


In nearby Forestville, one person was hurt when a tree fell on a house. Small landslides were reported across California's North Bay region, including one on State Route 281 on Wednesday that caused a car crash, according to Marc Chenard, a weather service meteorologist. 




Rain slowed somewhat but "persistent heavy rain will enter the picture again by Friday morning," the weather service office in San Francisco said on X. "We are not done!"

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Dangerous flash flooding, rockslides and debris flows were possible, especially in areas where the ground was loosened by recent wildfires, officials warned. 
The storm system, which first hit the Pacific Northwest on Tuesday, reached the status of " bomb cyclone," which occurs when a cyclone intensifies rapidly.
A winter storm watch was in place for the northern Sierra Nevada above 3,500 feet (1,066 meters), where 15 inches (38 cm) of snow was possible over two days. Wind gusts could top 75 mph (121 kph) in mountain areas, forecasters said.

    


The storm had already dumped more than a foot of snow along the Cascades by Wednesday evening, according to the National Weather Service. Forecasters warned of blizzard and whiteout conditions and near impossible travel at pass level.
In Washington, there were more than 320,000 power outage reports Thursday morning from strong winds and rain on Tuesday night, according to poweroutage.us. 
"We haven't had a storm like this since January of 2012," said Mary Kipp, president of Puget Sound Energy, which serves over 1.2 million electric customers in the state. She estimated Thursday that it would be at least a few days for full restoration.
Falling trees struck homes and littered roads across western Washington, killing at least two people. One woman in Lynnwood was killed when a large tree fell on a homeless encampment, while another woman in Bellevue was killed when a tree fell on a home.
More than a dozen schools were closed in the Seattle area Wednesday and some opted to extend those closures through Thursday.
In Enumclaw, east of Seattle, residents were cleaning up after their town clocked the highest winds in the state on Tuesday night: 74 mph (119 kph). 

    


Resident Sophie Keene said the powerful gusts caused transformers to blow out around town. "Things were exploding, like, everywhere," Keene told the Seattle Times. "Like the transformers over by the park. One blew big, it looked like fireworks just going off."
In California, there were reports of about 9,000 power outages on Thursday morning, down from more than 20,000 on Wednesday night.
In Northern California, only 50 vehicles per hour were allowed through part of northbound Interstate 5 from 10 miles (16 kilometers) north of Redding to 21 miles (34 kilometers) south of Yreka due to snow, according to the state's Department of Transportation. 
About 150 flights were delayed and another two dozen were canceled early Thursday at San Francisco International Airport, after hundreds were delayed and dozens were canceled on Wednesday, according to tracking service FlightAware.

The weather service issued a flood watch for parts of southwestern Oregon through Friday evening, while rough winds and seas temporarily halted a ferry route in northwestern Washington between Port Townsend and Coupeville.

    


___
Golden reported from Seattle. Associated Press writer Christopher Weber in Los Angeles contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/northern-california-storm-rain-flash-flooding-8d3f42726c42c64355a47e3f25de27d0
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            Activists participate in a demonstration for climate finance at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Mukhtar Babayev, COP29 President, arrives for a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Mukhtar Babayev, COP29 President, left, and Yalchin Rafiyev, Azerbaijan's COP29 lead negotiator, speak during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Activists display signs that read "stop fueling genocide" during the People's Plenary at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Jennifer Morgan, Germany climate envoy, arrives ahead of a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Austria Climate Minister Leonore Gewessler, left, talks with Australia Climate Minister Chris Bowen before a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Attendees have "pay up" taped on their mouth during the People's Plenary at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Panama Climate Envoy Juan Carlos Monterrey Gomez, left, and Wopke Hoekstra, EU climate commissioner, attend a session on climate targets during the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Susana Muhamad, environment minister of Colombia, left, speaks at a session next to Denmark Climate Minister Lars Aagaard during a session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Antonio Guterres, United Nations secretary-general, arrives for a news conference at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Activists participate in a demonstration for climate justice at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Austria Climate Minister Leonore Gewessler, left, talks with Australia Climate Minister Chris Bowen before a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 11

                                    
                                    Austria Climate Minister Leonore Gewessler, left, talks with Australia Climate Minister Chris Bowen before a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 11 | 
            Attendees have "pay up" taped on their mouth during the People's Plenary at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 11

                                    
                                    Attendees have "pay up" taped on their mouth during the People's Plenary at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 11 | 
            Panama Climate Envoy Juan Carlos Monterrey Gomez, left, and Wopke Hoekstra, EU climate commissioner, attend a session on climate targets during the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 11

                                    
                                    Panama Climate Envoy Juan Carlos Monterrey Gomez, left, and Wopke Hoekstra, EU climate commissioner, attend a session on climate targets during the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 11 | 
            Susana Muhamad, environment minister of Colombia, left, speaks at a session next to Denmark Climate Minister Lars Aagaard during a session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 11

                                    
                                    Susana Muhamad, environment minister of Colombia, left, speaks at a session next to Denmark Climate Minister Lars Aagaard during a session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 11 | 
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            Activists participate in a demonstration for climate justice at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 11

                                    
                                    Activists participate in a demonstration for climate justice at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            SIBI ARASU, SETH BORENSTEIN and MICHAEL PHILLIS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) -- Countries of the world took turns rejecting a new but vague draft text released early Thursday which attempts to form the spine of any deal reached at United Nations climate talks on money for developing countries to transition to clean energy and adapt to climate change.
The draft left out a crucial sticking point: how much wealthy nations will pay poor countries. A key option for the lowest amount donors are willing to pay was just a placeholder "X." Part of that is because rich nations have yet to make an offer in negotiations.
So the host Azerbaijan presidency with its dawn-released package of proposals did manage to unite a fractured world on climate change, but it was only in their unease and outright distaste for the plan. Negotiators at the talks -- known as COP29 -- in Baku, are trying to close the gap between the $1.3 trillion the developing world says is needed in climate finance and the few hundred billion that negotiators say richer nations have been prepared to give. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
No figure for climate cash leaves many disappointed
Independent experts say that at least $1 trillion is needed in finance to help transition away from planet-warming fossil fuels and toward clean energy like solar and wind, better adapt to the effects of climate change and pay for losses and damages caused by extreme weather. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Colombia's environment minister Susana Mohamed said without a figure offered by developed nations, "we are negotiating on nothing." 
Panama's Juan Carlos Monterrey Gomez said the "lack of commitment transparency feels like a slap in the face to the most vulnerable." 
"It is just utter disrespect to those countries that are bearing the brunt of this crisis," he said. "Developed countries must stop playing games with our life and put a serious quantified financial proposal on the table."
Gomez listed places where negotiators worked on the issue: South Africa, Germany, the Philippines, Egypt, Austria, Switzerland, Dubai, Colombia and a few times here in Baku, asking "For God's sakes, what's the next stop? Mars? Do we need to go to outer space to get a quantitative number from our developed countries to be able to start negotiating here?"

    


Esa Ainuu, from the small Pacific island of Niue also blasted the lack of a number in the draft deal.
"For us in the Pacific, this is critical for us," Ainuu said. "We can't escape to the desert. We can't escape somewhere else. This is reality for us. If finance is not bringing any positive, (then) why're we coming to COP?"
Mohamed Adow, director of the think tank Power Shift Africa, also expressed disappointment at the lack of a figure. "We need a cheque but all we have right now is a blank piece of paper," he said.
Iskander Erzini Vernoit, director of Moroccan climate think-tank Imal Initiative for Climate and Development, said he was "at a loss for words at how disappointed we are at this stage to have come this far without serious numbers on the table and serious engagement from the developed countries."
Even United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said, "I don't think you can go on and on and on without clarifying the key aspects of the negotiation."

    


Negotiators slam an 'unbalanced' draft
Lead negotiator Yalchin Rafiyev emphasized how balanced the plan was, but all sides kept saying it was anything but balanced and pointed time was running out.
"We would like to correct the balance. It is completely tilted," Pakistan delegate Romina Khurshid Alam said.
The European Union's climate envoy Wopke Hoekstra called the draft "imbalanced, unworkable, and not acceptable." 
And Xia Yingxian, a member of China delegation, also said the current draft text contains many "unsatisfied and unacceptable" parts.
In a statement, the COP29 Presidency stressed that the drafts "are not final."
"The COP29 Presidency's door is always open, and we welcome any bridging proposals that the parties wish to present," the Presidency said in a statement. It added that possible numbers for a finance goal will be released in the next iteration of the draft.
COP29 President Mukhtar Babayev convened the Qurultay -- a traditional Azerbaijani meeting -- where negotiators spoke to hear all sides and hammer out a compromise. He said that "after hearing all views, we will outline a way forward regarding future iterations."

    


Nations big and small want more on slashing fossil fuels
Other areas that are being negotiated include commitments to slash planet-warming fossil fuels and how to adapt to climate change. But they've seen little movement.
European nations and the United States criticized the package of proposals for not being strong enough in reiterating last year's call for a transition away from fossil fuels.
"The current text offers no progress" on efforts to cut the world's emissions of heat-trapping gases, said Germany delegation chief Jennifer Morgan. "This cannot and must not be our response to the suffering of millions of people around the world. We must do better."

    


U.S. climate envoy John Podesta said he was surprised that "there is nothing that carries forward the ... outcomes that we agreed on last year in Dubai." The United States, the world's biggest historic emitter of greenhouse gases, has played little role in the talks as it braces for another presidency under Donald Trump. 
But members of the Beyond Oil and Gas Alliance such as Colombia, Ireland and Denmark, who are pushing for an end of fossil fuels, said the lack of wording on transitioning away from fossil fuels is not a deal killer for them.
Days earlier, the 20 largest economies met in Brazil and didn't mention the call for transitioning away from fossil fuels. Guterres, who was at that meeting, said official language is one thing, but reality is another.
"There will be no way" the world can limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius "if there is not a phase out of fossil fuels," Guterres said at a Thursday news conference.
Also on Thursday, the EU, Mexico, Norway and several other countries announced they would release plans to rapidly cut emissions over the next decade to meet the landmark Paris agreement's goal of restraining global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial times, although they did not detail how those cuts would happen.
Under the agreement, countries need to detail their voluntary plans for reducing greenhouse gas emissions by early next year. 
"There is a real risk of falling short," said Tore Sandvik, Norway's minister of climate and environment. "We must reinforce the message that the Paris agreement is functioning as intended."
___
Associated Press journalists Ahmed Hatem and Olivia Zhang contributed to this report. 
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            FILE - Trump co-campaign manager Susie Wiles is seen at Nashville International Airport as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump arrives, July 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump sits with Susie Wiles as he attends the New York Jets football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers at Acrisure Stadium, Oct. 20, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - Susie Wiles watches as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Lititz, Pa., Nov. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump brings Susie Wiles to the podium at an election night watch party Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Senior strategist's for former President Donald Trump, Chris LaCivita and Susie Wiles stand outside after Trump arrived at the E. Barrett Prettyman U.S. Federal Courthouse, Aug. 3, 2023, in Washington, to face a judge on federal conspiracy charges alleging Trump conspired to subvert the 2020 election. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            FILE - Susie Wiles watches as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a caucus night party in Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As incoming White House chief of staff, one of Susie Wiles ' vexing challenges will be policing the buffet line of powerful interests who want something from Donald Trump. 
It's a world she knows well. During Trump's first presidency, she lobbied for many of them.
Trump was first elected on a pledge to "drain the swamp" in Washington. But his transactional approach to the presidency instead ushered in a lobbying boom that showered allies, including Wiles, with lucrative contracts, empowered wealthy business associates and stymied his agenda after his administration was ensnared in a series of influence-peddling scandals.
Now, as Trump prepares to return to power, his victory is likely to embolden those who think they can get his ear, raising the prospect that his second administration could face many of the same perils as his first. That will test the ability of Wiles to manage a growing number of high-powered figures -- including Trump's children, his son-in-law Jared Kushner and billionaires like Elon Musk -- who will not be dependent on her for access to him.

    


The appointment of a former lobbyist to such an important job "bodes very poorly for what we are about to see from the next Trump administration," said Craig Holman, himself a registered lobbyist for the government watchdog group Public Citizen. "This time around, Trump didn't even mention 'draining the swamp.' ... He's not even pretending."




In a statement, Brian Hughes, a spokesman from the Trump transition effort, rejected any suggestion that Wiles' past as a lobbyist would make her susceptible to pressure. 
"Susie Wiles has an undeniable reputation of the highest integrity and steadfast commitment to service both inside and outside government," Hughes said. "She will bring this same integrity and commitment as she serves President Trump in the White House, and that is exactly why she was selected."

    


Wiles' job won't be easy
Wiles' selection as chief of staff was Trump's first announced hire after his win. Wiles co-led the former president's campaign and was widely credited with having run an operation that was far more disciplined than his two previous efforts. Even so, she will have her work cut out for her. Though the job has traditionally entailed policing who has access to the president, Trump chafed at such efforts during his first presidency as he churned through four chiefs of staff.
During his recent victory speech, Trump called Wiles an "Ice Maiden" while praising her as a consummate behind-the-scenes player. She will be the first woman to hold the position.
What is also clear is that Wiles, 67, has successfully managed headstrong men across a lengthy career in politics, government and lobbying. The daughter of NFL player and sportscaster Pat Summerall, Wiles worked for U.S. Rep. Jack Kemp, a conservative icon, in the 1970s, followed by stints on Ronald Reagan's campaign and as a scheduler in his White House.
She later headed to Florida, where she advised two Jacksonville mayors and is credited with helping businessman Rick Scott, now a U.S. senator, win the governor's office. After briefly managing Utah Gov. Jon Huntsman's 2012 presidential campaign, she oversaw Trump's 2016 campaign in Florida, when his win in the state helped him clinch the White House.

    


Wiles represented a Venezuelan TV network
Wiles was a partner at Ballard Partners, a regional firm that lobbied for Trump's companies in Florida. Shortly after Trump's election, Ballard set up shop in Washington and quickly became a dominant player, pulling in more than $70 million in lobbying fees during Trump's presidency, representing a who's who of corporate America, lobbying disclosures show.
Many of Wiles' clients were plain vanilla entities with obvious aims -- General Motors, a trade group for children's hospitals, homebuilders, and the City of Jacksonville. 
One in particular stood out that speaks to the ways, subtle or otherwise, that foreign interests seek to influence U.S. policy. In 2017, Wiles registered as a lobbyist for Globovision, a Venezuelan TV network owned by Raul Gorrin, a businessman charged in Miami with money laundering. 

    


Gorrin bought the broadcast company in 2013 and immediately softened its anti-government coverage. He hired Ballard to advise on "general government policies and regulations," lobbying disclosures show. But rather than working with the agencies that oversee telecommunications, Ballard's lobbying was trained on the White House, which would have little say in regulating a foreign broadcaster in the U.S. Globovision paid Ballard $800,000 for a year of work.

    


Gorrin worked to help Venezuelan leaders
Brian Ballard, president of the firm, said that it's clear to him that Gorrin's aims weren't limited to the media business. Gorrin, who owns several luxury properties in Miami, had long positioned himself as a bridge between Venezuela's socialist government and U.S. officials.
By the time Wiles and a team of Ballard lobbyists represented Globovision, Gorrin was leading a quiet charm offensive for Nicolas Maduro's government that sought closer ties with Trump at a time when the country was facing food shortages, violent crime and hyperinflation. It started before Trump took office when Citgo, a subsidiary of Venezuela's state-owned oil company, kicked in a $500,000 donation for Trump's inauguration. 
"He was a fraud and as soon as we learned he was a fraud, we fired him," said Ballard. "He would ask us to set up a lot of things, in LA and D.C., and then nothing would happen. It was all a fantasy. He just wanted to use our firm."
A few days after Ballard dropped Gorrin in 2018, federal prosecutors unsealed charges against the businessman for allegedly using the U.S. finance system to supply Venezuelan officials with private jets, a yacht and champion show-jumping horses as part of a fake loan scheme perpetrated by insiders to pilfer the state's coffers. Last month, he was charged a second time, also out of Miami, in another scheme to siphon $1 billion from the state oil company, PDVSA.
Wiles is described as a 'straight shooter'
Ballard said Wiles had almost no role in managing the relationship with Gorrin or several other clients for which she is listed as a lobbyist. But he praised her as someone who is a highly organized "straight shooter" and "tough as nails" despite her soft demeanor. 
"She's the type of person who you want in a foxhole," he said. "She will serve the president well."
During Trump's first term, Maduro engaged in a peacemaking offensive that included attempts to hire at least two other lobbyists. It fizzled out, however. In 2019, the White House slapped crushing oil sanctions on the OPEC nation, closed the U.S. Embassy in Caracas and recognized the head of the opposition-controlled National Assembly as the country's legitimate ruler. Maduro was then indicted in 2020 by the U.S. Justice Department on federal drug trafficking charges out of New York.
Gorrin has long denied any wrongdoing and remains a fugitive. In a brief interview with The Associated Press, he called Wiles a "lady" and said she always acted professionally and humanely. 
Ballard called the firm's work for Gorrin a "big mistake." Going forward, Ballard expects access to the White House to be more tightly controlled just as his firm, after a steep learning curve during the first Trump administration, will do a better job vetting potential clients to make sure their interests align with the president's agenda.
"We learned a lot," he says, "and so did the president."
Foreign clients
Globovision wasn't Wiles' only client with foreign ties.
In early 2019, she registered with the Justice Department as a foreign agent working for one of Nigeria's main political parties for two months. Another client was an auto dealership owned by Shafik Gabr, a wealthy businessman who was in a financial dispute related to selling cars in Egypt with a subsidiary of the German automaker Volkswagen. 
Wiles was also a registered lobbyist for the subsidiaries of a multinational gaming company and a Canadian company looking to build a massive copper and gold mine near Alaska's salmon-rich Bristol Bay. 
Wiles was hardly an outlier in Trump's Washington, where his eponymously named hotel served as a hub for lobbyists, business leaders and foreign governments looking to rub shoulders with Trump World figures as they sought the president's favor. 
Though much of it was part of the normal course of business in Washington, a number of Trump allies and advisers were investigated and charged with crimes linked to their work on behalf of foreign countries and entities. 

After becoming Trump's de facto campaign manager in 2022, Wiles kept on lobbying, this time for Mercury, a multinational public affairs and lobbying firm. Most recently she was representing the maker of Swisher Sweets cigars. 
___
Goodman reported from Miami and Suderman from Richmond, Virginia.
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani walks to the dugout after a pop out against the New York Yankees during the seventh inning in Game 3 of the baseball World Series, Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge rounds the bases after a two-run home run against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the first inning in Game 5 of the baseball World Series, Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Shohei Ohtani is expected to win his third Most Valuable Player Award and first in the National League, and Aaron Judge is likely to earn his second AL honor when the Baseball Writers' Association announces its balloting Thursday.
Ohtani was unanimously voted the AL MVP in 2021 and 2023 as a two-way star for the Los Angeles Angels and finished second to Judge in 2022 voting. He didn't pitch in 2024 following elbow surgery and signed a record $700 million, 10-year contract with the Los Angeles Dodgers last December.
Ohtani hit .310, stole 59 bases and led the NL with 54 homers and 130 RBIs exclusively as a designated hitter, becoming the first player with 50 or more homers and 50 or more stolen bases in a season. He helped the Dodgers to the World Series title, playing the final three games with a torn labrum in his left shoulder.

    


Ohtani would become the first primary DH to win an MVP. He would join Frank Robinson for Cincinnati in 1961 and Baltimore in 1966 as the only players to win the MVP award in both leagues.
Ohtani would become the 12th player with three or more MVPs, joining Barry Bonds (seven) and Jimmie Foxx, Joe DiMaggio, Stan Musial, Roy Campanella, Yogi Berra, Mickey Mantle, Mike Schmidt, Alex Rodriguez, Albert Pujols and Mike Trout (three each).




New York Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor and Arizona second baseman Ketel Marte also were among the top three in the NL, while Kansas City shortstop Bobby Witt Jr. and Yankees outfielder Juan Soto joined Judge in the AL top three.
Balloting was conducted before the postseason.

Judge led the major leagues with 58 homers, 144 RBIs and 133 walks while hitting .322. Witt topped the big leagues with a .332 average, hitting 32 homers with 109 RBIs. Soto batted .288 with 41 homers and 109 RBIs.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Pope Francis, who has imposed a series of cost-cutting measures across the cash-strapped Vatican, warned Thursday that the city state's troubled pension fund needs urgent reform to guarantee future obligations.
Vatican employees responded by expressing concern that their compensation might be targeted in any further cost-cutting to shore up the pension system, and asked for the fund's finances to be made public. 
In a letter to Vatican department heads and cardinals, Francis said he had named a top economic adviser Cardinal Kevin Farrell as a special administrator for the fund, suggesting that decisive, immediate action was necessary.
The letter was the latest evidence of the Vatican's precarious financial situation, after years of mismanagement, financial scandals and budget deficits -- all worsened by COVID-19 and the months-long closures of a key source of revenue, the Vatican Museums.

    


Already, Francis has cut the salaries of cardinals by 10%, suspended some seniority bonuses, trimmed special stipends for Rome-based cardinals and begun charging some market-rate rents for their apartments.




The pension fund has long been the source of particular concern, and in the new letter Francis acknowledged that the current analysis "indicates a serious prospective imbalance in the fund, the size of which tends to expand over time in the absence of intervention."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"In concrete terms, this means that the current system is unable to guarantee in the medium term the fulfillment of the pension obligation for future generations," he wrote.
The Association of Lay Vatican Employees, the closest thing the Vatican has to a labor union, voiced alarm at Francis' warning about their pensions, insisting that lay employees had already sacrificed enough in his cost-cutting initiatives and that the Vatican leadership should listen to workers' concerns.

    


"Salaries have not been indexed to the cost of living, while rent increases for Vatican properties have been related to inflation," the group said in a statement that also called for the Vatican to make public the pension fund's balance sheet.
Noting that Francis frequently preaches about the need to give workers dignified wages and pay special attention to the needs of families, the union said employees were "exhausted by cuts and especially by the lack of responses to their legitimate request to be heard."
The Vatican has some 4,500 employees, around 3,100 of whom work for the Holy See bureaucracy and the rest for the Vatican city state itself, in the museums and other offices that run the territory. The union counts some 700 lay employees.
While Vatican salaries are typically low, the benefits can be attractive to Italian laypeople, including tax-free income and access to a private health system, below-market rents and a tax-free supermarket, gas station, pharmacy and department store.
Lay employees, however, have increasingly been raising their voices about cost cuts and overwork. Earlier this year 49 museum employees filed a class-action lawsuit in the Vatican tribunal about labor woes.

    


The Holy See ended 2023 with a profit of 45.9 million euros, according to the latest financial statement.
As recently as 2015, the pension fund had insisted it was in sound financial health, and that it was expected to top 500 million euros by the end of 2015 after having started out with the equivalent of 5 million euros in 1993.
Farrell, an Irish-born American who heads the Vatican's laity and family office, has increasingly been entrusted with the Vatican's most sensitive financial and administrative issues under Francis. He is the camerlengo, who runs the Holy See after the death of a pope, and heads the investment committee, the commission that deals with the most sensitive "reserved" matters facing the church and is the president of the Vatican city state's supreme court.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            FILE - The Google building is seen in New York, Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            FILE - Audience members gather at Made By Google for new product announcements at Google on Aug. 13, 2024, in Mountain View, Calif. (AP Photo/Juliana Yamada, File)
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                                        U.S. regulators want a federal judge to break up Google to prevent the company from continuing to squash competition through its dominant search engine after a court found it had maintained an abusive monopoly over the past decade.
The proposed breakup floated in a 23-page document filed late Wednesday by the U.S. Department of Justice calls for sweeping punishments that would include a sale of Google's industry-leading Chrome web browser and impose restrictions to prevent Android from favoring its own search engine.
A sale of Chrome "will permanently stop Google's control of this critical search access point and allow rival search engines the ability to access the browser that for many users is a gateway to the internet," Justice Department lawyers argued in their filing.
Although regulators stopped short of demanding Google sell Android too, they asserted the judge should make it clear the company could still be required to divest its smartphone operating system if its oversight committee continues to see evidence of misconduct. 

    


The broad scope of the recommended penalties underscores how severely regulators operating under President Joe Biden's administration believe Google should be punished following an August ruling by U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta that branded the company as a monopolist.




The Justice Department decision-makers who will inherit the case after President-elect Donald Trump takes office next year might not be as strident. The Washington, D.C. court hearings on Google's punishment are scheduled to begin in April and Mehta is aiming to issue his final decision before Labor Day.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
If Mehta embraces the government's recommendations, Google would be forced to sell its 16-year-old Chrome browser within six months of the final ruling. But the company certainly would appeal any punishment, potentially prolonging a legal tussle that has dragged on for more than four years.

    


Besides seeking a Chrome spinoff and a corralling of the Android software, the Justice Department wants the judge to ban Google from forging multibillion-dollar deals to lock in its dominant search engine as the default option on Apple's iPhone and other devices. It would also ban Google from favoring its own services, such as YouTube or its recently-launched artificial intelligence platform, Gemini.
Regulators also want Google to license the search index data it collects from people's queries to its rivals, giving them a better chance at competing with the tech giant. On the commercial side of its search engine, Google would be required to provide more transparency into how it sets the prices that advertisers pay to be listed near the top of some targeted search results.
Kent Walker, Google's chief legal officer, lashed out at the Justice Department for pursuing "a radical interventionist agenda that would harm Americans and America's global technology." In a blog post, Walker warned the "overly broad proposal" would threaten personal privacy while undermining Google's early leadership in artificial intelligence, "perhaps the most important innovation of our time."

    


Wary of Google's increasing use of artificial intelligence in its search results, regulators also advised Mehta to ensure websites will be able to shield their content from Google's AI training techniques.
The measures, if they are ordered, threaten to upend a business expected to generate more than $300 billion in revenue this year.
"The playing field is not level because of Google's conduct, and Google's quality reflects the ill-gotten gains of an advantage illegally acquired," the Justice Department asserted in its recommendations. "The remedy must close this gap and deprive Google of these advantages."
It's still possible that the Justice Department could ease off attempts to break up Google, especially if Trump takes the widely expected step of replacing Assistant Attorney General Jonathan Kanter, who was appointed by Biden to oversee the agency's antitrust division.
Although the case targeting Google was originally filed during the final months of Trump's first term in office, Kanter oversaw the high-profile trial that culminated in Mehta's ruling against Google. Working in tandem with Federal Trade Commission Chair Lina Khan, Kanter took a get-tough stance against Big Tech that triggered other attempted crackdowns on industry powerhouses such as Apple and discouraged many business deals from getting done during the past four years.

    


Trump recently expressed concerns that a breakup might destroy Google but didn't elaborate on alternative penalties he might have in mind. "What you can do without breaking it up is make sure it's more fair," Trump said last month. Matt Gaetz, the former Republican congressman that Trump nominated to be the next U.S. Attorney General, has previously called for the breakup of Big Tech companies.

    


Gaetz faces a tough confirmation hearing. 
This latest filing gave Kanter and his team a final chance to spell out measures that they believe are needed to restore competition in search. It comes six weeks after Justice first floated the idea of a breakup in a preliminary outline of potential penalties.
But Kanter's proposal is already raising questions about whether regulators seek to impose controls that extend beyond the issues covered in last year's trial, and -- by extension -- Mehta's ruling.
Banning the default search deals that Google now pays more than $26 billion annually to maintain was one of the main practices that troubled Mehta in his ruling.
It's less clear whether the judge will embrace the Justice Department's contention that Chrome needs to be spun out of Google, and the recommendation that Android should be completely walled off from the company's own search engine. 
"It is probably going a little beyond," Syracuse University law professor Shubha Ghosh said of the Chrome breakup. "The remedies should match the harm, it should match the transgression. This does seem a little beyond that pale." 
Google rival DuckDuckGo, whose executives testified during last year's trial, asserted the Justice Department is simply doing what needs to be done to rein in a brazen monopolist.
"Undoing Google's overlapping and widespread illegal conduct over more than a decade requires more than contract restrictions: it requires a range of remedies to create enduring competition," Kamyl Bazbaz, DuckDuckGo's senior vice president of public affairs, said in a statement. 
Trying to break up Google harks back to a similar punishment initially imposed on Microsoft a quarter century ago following another major antitrust trial that culminated in a federal judge deciding the software maker had illegally used his Windows operating system for PCs to stifle competition.

However, an appeals court overturned an order that would have broken up Microsoft, a precedent many experts believe will make Mehta reluctant to go down a similar road with the Google case.
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            A new volcanic eruption that started on the Reykjanes Peninsula in Iceland, Wednesday, Nov.20, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)
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            A new volcanic eruption that started on the Reykjanes Peninsula as seen from Grindavikurvegur, the road to Grindavik in Iceland, Wednesday, Nov.20, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)
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            A new volcanic eruption that started on the Reykjanes Peninsula in Iceland, Wednesday, Nov.20, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)
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                                        GRINDAVIK, Iceland (AP) -- A volcano in southwestern Iceland that has roared back to life after eight centuries of silence has erupted for the seventh time since December, sending molten lava flowing towards the Blue Lagoon spa, a major tourist attraction.
The eruption on the Reykjanes Peninsula started with little warning at 11:14 p.m. (2314 GMT) Wednesday and created a fissure around 3 kilometers (1.8 miles) long. The activity is estimated to be considerably smaller than the previous eruption in August, according to Iceland's meteorological office that monitors seismic activity.
Most of the previous eruptions have subsided within days.
"In the big picture, this is a bit smaller than the last eruption, and the eruption that occurred in May," Magnus Tumi Gudmundsson, a professor of geophysics who flew over the scene with the Civil Protection agency to monitor the event, told national broadcaster RUV.

    


While the eruption poses no threat to air travel, authorities warned of gas emissions across parts of the peninsula, including the nearby town of Grindavik, which was largely evacuated a year ago when the volcano came to life after lying dormant for 800 years.




Around 50 houses were evacuated after the Civil Protection agency issued the alert, along with guests at the Blue Lagoon By Thursday afternoon lava had spread across parking lot of the geothermal spa, one of Iceland's biggest tourist attractions, consuming a service building.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Lava also reached the pipeline that supplies the peninsula with hot water for heating, the meteorological office said, though the pipes were built to withstand lava flow.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The repeated volcanic eruptions close to Grindavik, which is about 50 kilometers (30 miles) southwest of the capital, Reykjavik, and had a population before the eruptions of 3,800, have damaged infrastructure and property, forcing many residents to relocate to guarantee their safety.

    


 "Grindavik is not in danger as it looks and it is unlikely that this crack will get any longer, although nothing can be ruled out," Magnus Tumi said.

Iceland, which sits above a volcanic hot spot in the North Atlantic, averages one eruption every four to five years. The most disruptive in recent times was the 2010 eruption of the Eyjafjallajokull volcano, which spewed clouds of ash into the atmosphere and disrupted trans-Atlantic air travel for months.
___
Keyton reported from Berlin.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iceland-volcano-rekjanes-peninsula-08c7742f017556b03818f35cb50a6e1c
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                                        PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) -- Gunmen opened fire on vehicles carrying Shiite Muslims in Pakistan's restive northwest on Thursday, killing at least 38 people, including six women, and wounding 20 others in one of the region's deadliest such attacks in recent years, police said.
The attack happened in Kurram, a district in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province where sectarian clashes between majority Sunni Muslims and minority Shiites have killed dozens of people in recent months.
No one immediately claimed responsibility for the latest attack. It came a week after authorities reopened a key highway in the region that had been closed for weeks following deadly clashes.
Local police official Azmat Ali said several vehicles were traveling in a convoy from the city of Parachinar to Peshawar, the capital of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, when gunmen opened fire. He said at least 10 passengers were in critical condition at a hospital.

    


Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi said at least 38 people were killed in the "terrorist attack." Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and President Asif Ali Zardari condemned the attack, and Sharif said those behind the killing of innocent civilians will not go unpunished.




A witness, 35-year-old Mir Hussain, said he saw four gunmen emerge from a vehicle and open fire on buses and cars.
"I think other people were also firing at the convoy of vehicles from nearby open farm field," he said. "The firing continued for about 40 minutes." He said he hid until the attackers fled.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I heard cries of women, and people were shouting for the help," he said.
Ibne Ali Bangash, a relative of one of the victims, described the convoy attack as the saddest day in Kurram's history. 
"More than 40 people from our community have been martyred," he said. "It's a shameful matter for the government." 
Baqir Haideri, a local Shiite leader, denounced the assault and said the death toll was likely to rise. He accused local authorities of not providing adequate security for the convoy of more than 100 vehicles despite fears of possible attacks by militants who had recently threatened to target Shiites in Kurram. 

    


Shop owners in Parachinar announced a strike on Friday to protest the attack.
Shiite Muslims make up about 15% of the 240 million population of Sunni-majority Pakistan, which has a history of sectarian animosity between the communities.
Although they live together largely peacefully, tensions have existed for decades in some areas, especially in parts of Kurram, where Shiites are the majority. Nearly 50 people from both sides were killed over a land dispute in July when clashes between Sunni and Shiites erupted in Kurram.
Initially, the clashes between between Sunni Muslims and Shiites began over a dispute on land in July, but then the lingering dispute turned into a sectarian violence, resulting into killing of dozens of people from both sides. 
Pakistan is tackling violence in the northwest and southwest, where militants and separatists often target police, troops and civilians. Most of the violence in these areas has been blamed on the Pakistani Taliban, a separate militant group but closely allied with Afghanistan's Taliban rulers, and the separatists in southwestern Balochestan province who are mainly members of the outlawed Baloch Liberation Army.
___

Associated Press writers Asim Tanveer, Rasool Dawar and Ishtiaq Mahsud in Multan, Peshawar, and Dera Ismail Khan in Pakistan contributed to this report.
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Papuan women's mangrove forest in Indonesia is increasingly threatened by development and pollution

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    Berta Sanyi and Paula Hamadi, left, stand chest deep in water as they collect clams in a mangrove forest where only women are permitted to enter in Jayapura, Papua province, Indonesia on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Firdia Lisnawati)
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                                        JAYAPURA, Indonesia (AP) -- On the southeastern coast of the city of Jayapura, Petronela Merauje walked from house to house in her floating village inviting women to join her the next morning in the surrounding mangrove forests. 

Merauje and the women of her village, Enggros, practice the tradition of Tonotwiyat, which literally means "working in the forest." For six generations, women from the 700-strong Papuan population there have worked among the mangroves collecting clams, fishing and gathering firewood.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


     

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

"The customs and culture of Papuans, especially those of us in Enggros village, is that women are not given space and place to speak in traditional meetings, so the tribal elders provide the mangrove forest as our land," Merauje said. It's "a place to find food, a place for women to tell stories, and women are active every day and earn a living every day."

The forest is a short 13 kilometers (8 miles) away from downtown Jayapura, the capital city of Papua, Indonesia's easternmost province. It's been known as the women's forest since 2016, when Enggros' leader officially changed its name. Long before that, it had already been a space just for women. But as pollution, development and biodiversity loss shrink the forest and stunt plant and animal life, those in the village fear an important part of their traditions and livelihoods will be lost. Efforts to shield it from devastation have begun, but are still relatively small.


Women have their own space -- but it's shrinking



One early morning, Merauje and her 15-year-old daughter took a small motor boat toward the forest. Stepping off on Youtefa Bay, mangrove trees all around, they stood chest-deep in the water with buckets in hand, wiggling their feet in the mud to find bia noor, or soft-shell clams. The women collect these for food, along with other fish.

    



"The women's forest is our kitchen," said Berta Sanyi, another woman from Enggros village.

That morning, another woman joined the group looking for firewood, hauling dry logs onto her boat. And three other women joined on a rowboat. 

Women from the next village, Tobati, also have a women's forest nearby. The two Indigenous villages are only 2 kilometers (1.2 miles) apart, and they're culturally similar, with Enggros growing out of Tobati's population decades ago. In the safety of the forest, women of both villages talk about issues at home with one another and share grievances away from the ears of the rest of the village. 

______

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is part of a series of on how tribes and Indigenous communities are coping with and combating climate change.

______

Alfred Drunyi, the leader of Drunyi tribe in Enggros, said that having dedicated spaces for women and men is a big part of the village's culture. There are tribal fines if a man trespasses and enters the forest, and the amount is based on how guilty the community judges the person to be.

"They should pay it with our main treasure, the traditional beads, maybe with some money. But the fines should be given to the women," Drunyi said.

But Sanyi, 65, who's been working in the forest since she was just 17, notes that threats to the space come from elsewhere. 

    





Development on the bay has turned acres of forest into large roads, including a 700-meter (2,300-foot) bridge into Jayapura that passes through Enggros' pier. Jayapura's population has exploded in recent decades, and around 400,000 people live in the city -- the largest on the island. 

In turn, the forest has shrunk. Nearly six decades ago, the mangrove forest in Youtefa Bay was about 514 hectares (1,270 acres). Estimates say it's now less than half that.

"I am so sad when I see the current situation of the forest," Sanyi said, "because this is where we live." She said many residents, including her own children, are turning to work in Jayapura instead of maintaining traditions.


Pollution puts traditions and health at risk



Youtefa Bay, where the sea's brackish water and five rivers in Papua meet, serves as the gathering bowl for the waste that runs through the rivers as they cross through Jayapura. 

Plastic bottles, tarpaulin sheets and pieces of wood are seen stuck between the mangrove roots. The water around the mangrove forest is polluted and dark.

After dozens of years being able to feel the clams on the bay with her feet, Sanyi said she now often has to feel through trash first. And once she removes the trash and gets to the muddy ground where the clams live, there are many fewer than there used to be.



Paula Hamadi, 53, said that she never saw the mangrove forest as bad as it is now. For years, she's been going to the forest almost every day during the low tide in the morning to search for clams.

"It used to be different," Hamadi said. "From 8.00 a.m. to 8:30 in the morning, I could get one can. But now, I only get trash."

The women used to be able to gather enough clams to sell some at the nearest village, but now their small hauls are reserved for eating with their families.

A study in 2020 found that high concentrations of lead from waste from homes and businesses were found at several points in the bay. Lead can be toxic to humans and aquatic organisms, and the study suggests its contaminated several species that are often consumed by the people of Youtefa Bay.

Other studies also showed that populations of shellfish and crab in the bay were declining, said John Dominggus Kalor, a lecturer on fisheries and marine sciences at Cenderawasih University.

    



"The threats related to heavy metal contamination, microplastics, and public health are high," Kalor said. "In the future, it will have an impact on health."


Some are trying to save the land



Some of the mangrove areas have been destroyed for development, leading to degradation throughout the forest.

Mangroves can absorb the shocks of extreme weather events, like tsunamis, and provide ecosystems with the needed environment to thrive. They also serve social and cultural functions for the women, whose work is mostly done between the mangroves.

"In the future people will say that there used to be a women's forest here" that disappeared because of development and pollution, said Kalor.

Various efforts to preserve it have been made, including the residents of Enggros village themselves. Merauje and other women from Enggros are trying to start mangrove tree nurseries and, where possible, plant new mangrove trees in the forest area.

"We plant new trees, replace the dead ones, and we also clean up the trash around Youtefa Bay," Merauje said. "I do that with my friends to conserve, to maintain this forest."

Beyond efforts to reforest it, Kalor said there also needs to be guarantees that more of the forest won't be flattened for development in the future.

There is no regional regulation to protect Youtefa Bay and specifically the women's forests, but Kalor thinks it would help prevent deforestation in the future.

"That should no longer be done in our bay," he said.

__


The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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What to know about Transgender Day of Remembrance and violence against trans people
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            Transgender Day of Remembrance is held around the world every year on November 20 to honor transgender people killed by violence. It's an effort to highlight the threats that transgender people continue to face globally. (AP Video: Michael Rubinkam)
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            Transgender Day of Remembrance was observed on Wednesday to honor those who have lost their lives to violence and raise awareness about the issues the transgender community faces. (AP video by Haven Daley)
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            FILE - A person holds a transgender flag to show their support for the transgender community during the sixth annual Transgender Day of Remembrance at Maryville College, Nov. 20, 2016, in Maryville, Tenn. (Brianna Bivens/The Daily Times via AP, File)
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            Pauly Likens Jr. is seen in this undated photo provided by her family. (Lgbtqia+ Alliance Shenango Valley via AP)
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            FILE - A person holds a transgender flag to show their support for the transgender community during the sixth annual Transgender Day of Remembrance at Maryville College, Nov. 20, 2016, in Maryville, Tenn. (Brianna Bivens/The Daily Times via AP, File)
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                                        Wednesday is Transgender Day of Remembrance, which focuses on trans people who have lost their lives because of violence. Here is what to know.
What is Transgender Day of Remembrance?
Transgender Day of Remembrance is marked every Nov. 20 and began in 1999 to honor Rita Hester, a trans woman who was killed in Massachusetts.
The day marks the end of Transgender Awareness Week, which is used to raise public knowledge about transgender people and the issues they face.
The Williams Institute at UCLA Law estimates that 1.6 million people in the U.S. ages 13 and older identify as transgender. And it says transgender people are over four times more likely than cisgender people to be victims of violence, including rape and assault.
Candlelight vigils, memorials and other events are held to mark the day. The Human Rights Campaign also released its annual report on deaths of transgender people in conjunction with the day.
International Transgender Day of Visibility, which is designed to bring attention to transgender people, is commemorated in March.

    


How many transgender people have lost their lives to violence?

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

At least 36 transgender people have died from violence in the 12 months since the last Day of Remembrance, the Human Rights Campaign said in its annual report. Since 2013, the organization has recorded the deaths from violence of 372 victims who were transgender and gender-expansive -- which refers to someone with a more flexible range of gender identity or expression than typically associated with the binary gender system.
The number of victims is likely higher because many deaths often aren't reported or are misreported, or misgendering of the victims leads to delays in their identification. 
The Human Rights Campaign said there was a slight increase from the previous year, when it identified at least 33 transgender victims of violence.
A large number of the victims tracked over the past year were young or people of color, with Black transgender women making up half of the 36 identified. The youngest victim identified was 14-year-old Pauly Likens of Pennsylvania.
Two-thirds of the fatalities involved a firearm, the organization said. Nearly a third of the victims with a known killer were killed by an intimate partner, a friend or a family member.

    


What is at stake politically?
This year's remembrance follows an election where advocates say victories by President-elect Donald Trump and other Republican candidates who focused on issues like transgender athletes dealt a setback to trans people's rights.
It also follows a wave of measures enacted in Republican states this year restricting the rights of transgender people, especially youth. 
Half the states have banned gender-affirming medical care for transgender youth. The U.S. Supreme Court is set to hear arguments next month in a lawsuit challenging Tennessee's ban. 

Advocates say the legislation and rhetoric is creating fewer safe spaces for transgender people, and they worry it could spur more violence against trans people.
___
Associated Press writer Jeff McMillan in northeastern Pennsylvania contributed to this report.
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US charges tycoon Gautam Adani with defrauding investors, hiding plan to bribe Indian officials
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                    FILE - India's Adani Group Chairman Gautam Adani addresses the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit in Gandhinagar, India, Jan.10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- An Indian businessman who is one of the world's richest people has been indicted in the U.S. on charges he duped investors by concealing that his company's huge solar energy project on the subcontinent was being facilitated by an alleged bribery scheme.
Gautam Adani, 62, was charged in a federal indictment unsealed Wednesday with securities fraud and conspiracy to commit securities and wire fraud. The case involves a lucrative arrangement for Adani Green Energy Ltd. and another firm to sell 12 gigawatts of solar power to the Indian government -- enough to light millions of homes and businesses.
The indictment paints Adani and his co-defendants as playing two sides of the deal.
It accuses them of portraying it as rosy and above-board to Wall Street investors who poured several billion dollars into the project over the last five years while, back in India, they were allegedly paying or planning to pay about $265 million in bribes to government officials to help secure billions of dollars' worth of contracts and financing.

    


The tycoon and his co-defendants sought to "obtain and finance massive state energy supply contracts through corruption and fraud at the expense of U.S. investors," Deputy Assistant Attorney General Lisa Miller said.




U.S. Attorney Breon Peace said the defendants "orchestrated an elaborate scheme" and sought to "enrich themselves at the expense of the integrity of our financial markets."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Adani's company in India had no immediate comment, as meanwhile shares in the Adani corporate empire plunged Thursday in India. 
Adani's co-defendants include his nephew Sagar Adani, the executive director of Adani Green Energy's board, and Vneet Jaain, who was the company's chief executive from 2020 to 2023 and remains managing director of its board.
Online court records did not list a lawyer who could speak on Adani's behalf. An email message seeking comment was left with an arm of his conglomerate, the Adani Group. Emails were also sent to lawyers representing his co-defendants. 

    


Sagar Adani's lawyer, Sean Hecker, declined comment. The others did not immediately respond.
In a parallel civil action, the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission accused Adani and two co-defendants of violating antifraud provisions of U.S. securities laws. The regulator is seeking monetary penalties and other sanctions.
Both cases were filed in federal court in Brooklyn. 
Sanjay Wadhwa, acting director of the SEC's Enforcement Division, said Gautam and Sagar Adani are accused of persuading investors to buy their company's bonds by misrepresenting "not only that Adani Green had a robust anti-bribery compliance program but also that the company's senior management had not and would not pay or promise to pay bribes."
Adani is a power player in the world's most populous nation. He built his fortune in the coal business in the 1990s. The Adani Group grew to involve many aspects of Indian life, from making defense equipment to building roads to selling cooking oil.
In recent years, the Adani Group has made big moves into renewable energy, embracing a philosophy of sustainable growth reflected in its slogan: "Growth with Goodness." 

    


The company has a clean energy portfolio of over 20 gigawatts, including one of the world's largest solar power plants in the southern state of Tamil Nadu. Adani Group has stated its goal of becoming the country's biggest player in the space by 2030. In 2022, Gautam Adani said the company would invest $70 billion in clean energy projects by 2032.
Adani's close ties with the government and with Prime Minister Narendra Modi have at the same time drawn criticism, including from India's opposition Congress party leader Jairam Ramesh. He said in a statement that the indictment was "consistent with a long record of fraud and criminality carried out with impunity with the obvious protection of the prime minister."
Noting that it took a foreign jurisdiction to produce charges, Ramesh called for a parliamentary inquiry into Adani's activities. 

    


Last year, Hindenburg Research, a U.S.-based financial research firm accused Adani and his company of "brazen stock manipulation" and "accounting fraud." The Adani Group called the claims "a malicious combination of selective misinformation and stale, baseless and discredited allegations."
Hindenburg is known as a short-seller, a Wall Street term for traders that essentially bet that prices of certain stocks will fall, and it had made such investments in relation to the Adani Group. The company's stock plunged as a result and dipped again in August when Hindenburg levied more corruption allegations.
Jaain told The Associated Press last year that Hindenburg's allegations had little impact on Adani's ongoing projects, including work building 20 gigawatts of a solar and wind energy project in the northwest Indian village of Khavda.

    


Prosecutors allege that Adani and his co-defendants started plotting the bribery scheme in 2020 or 2021 to guarantee demand for the energy that Adani Green and another firm were under contract to produce for the national government's Solar Energy Corporation of India. 
Adani Green and the other firm's high prices turned off India's state-run electricity distributors, which buy power from the national government and provide it to homes and businesses. But the companies needed those deals to make the project worthwhile and keep revenues high, so they offered bribes to get them done, prosecutors said.
After the defendants started promising bribes to government officials, in 2021 and 2022, electricity distributors in five Indian states or regions entered into agreements to purchase their energy, prosecutors said. Adani's company issued a statement in which he touted his deals as the "world's largest" power purchase agreement.

At the same time, prosecutors said, the Adanis and Jaain were attesting to global investors that Adani Green was and would never be involved in bribery. Those claims enabled them to secure billions of dollars in financing for the project at terms that "did not account for the true risk" involved, prosecutors said.
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Chris Sale and Tarik Skubal take Cy Young Awards after both were pitching triple crown winners
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            FILE - Atlanta Braves pitcher Chris Sale throws in the first inning of a baseball game, Aug. 23, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen, File)
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            FILE - Detroit Tigers' Tarik Skubal pitches during a baseball game, Oct. 7, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Phil Long, File)
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            FILE - Pittsburgh Pirates' Paul Skenes resets on the mound before delivering a pitch during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Cincinnati Reds, Sept. 22, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Kareem Elgazzar, File)
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            FILE - From left are baseball players, Atlanta Braves' Chris Sale, Pittsburgh Pirates' Paul Skenes and Philadelphia Phillies' Zack Wheeler. (AP Photo/File)
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            FILE - From left are baseball players, Cleveland Guardians' Emmanuel Clase, Kansas City Royals' Seth Lugo and Detroit Tigers' Tarik Skubal, in 2024. (AP Photo/File)
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            FILE - Detroit Tigers' Tarik Skubal pitches during a baseball game, Oct. 7, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Phil Long, File)
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            FILE - Pittsburgh Pirates' Paul Skenes resets on the mound before delivering a pitch during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Cincinnati Reds, Sept. 22, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Kareem Elgazzar, File)
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            FILE - From left are baseball players, Atlanta Braves' Chris Sale, Pittsburgh Pirates' Paul Skenes and Philadelphia Phillies' Zack Wheeler. (AP Photo/File)
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            FILE - From left are baseball players, Cleveland Guardians' Emmanuel Clase, Kansas City Royals' Seth Lugo and Detroit Tigers' Tarik Skubal, in 2024. (AP Photo/File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5

                                    
                                    FILE - From left are baseball players, Cleveland Guardians' Emmanuel Clase, Kansas City Royals' Seth Lugo and Detroit Tigers' Tarik Skubal, in 2024. (AP Photo/File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            STEPHEN HAWKINS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Chris Sale was one of the ace left-handers Tarik Skubal idolized as a teenager. Now the two will be linked forever after winning their first Cy Young Awards on Wednesday. 
Skubal was a unanimous pick for the American League honor following a brilliant season with the Detroit Tigers. Sale's selection in the National League capped an incredible comeback with the Atlanta Braves after the 35-year-old had been derailed by injuries since helping Boston win the 2018 World Series.
"It means a lot. It's a special night," Sale said. "I just can't express how thankful I am for everybody that stuck by me. It would have been easy to jump ship and write me off."
Skubal and Sale shared the MLB lead with 18 wins this season and dominated their respective leagues.
Sale went 18-3 and topped the NL with 225 strikeouts, while his 2.38 ERA in 29 starts was the best among all major league qualifiers. It was his first season in the National League during a big league career that began in 2010 with the Chicago White Sox. 

    


Skubal, who turned 28 on Wednesday, was 18-4 with a 2.39 ERA and a big league-best 228 strikeouts in 31 starts. The left-hander got all 30 first-place votes in AL balloting by the Baseball Writers' Association of America that was completed before the playoffs.




Sale received 26 firsts, with NL runner-up Zack Wheeler from Philadelphia getting the other four.
"If you look at his career, it's no surprise that he's winning this award," Skubal said about Sale. "To be able to share this award and win it the same year, and win the same triple crown award in the AL and NL, that's something that's really special to me, and it's awesome. I'll be able to live with that the rest of my life."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Pittsburgh Pirates righty Paul Skenes finished third, two days after being selected NL Rookie of the Year. Kansas City starter Seth Lugo was the AL runner-up, with Cleveland closer Emmanuel Clase (47 saves) coming in third.

    


It was the first time since 2011 that someone won the pitching triple crown in both leagues. There have been 25 occasions when a pitcher led his league in wins, strikeouts and ERA among qualifiers -- and a Cy Young Award followed all 16 times it's happened since the prize was first presented in 1956. 
Sale didn't have any major injury issues in his Braves debut until he was scratched because of back spasms from their final regular-season game, which they needed to win to make the playoffs. He was then left off the roster for their Wild Card Series loss to San Diego. 
Atlanta acquired Sale in a trade last December after he made only 31 starts for the Red Sox from 2021-23. He missed the 2020 season and most of 2021 after Tommy John surgery. He made only two starts in 2022 after he fractured a rib and then broke his left pinkie. He broke his right wrist riding a bicycle in August 2023, ending his final season with Boston.
Sale was named the NL Comeback Player of the Year last week at Major League Baseball's All-MLB Awards Show. 
"Talk about motivation, right? To be able to show my sons hard work, dedication and not giving up. My wife had my back the whole time. I'm sure I was a real peach at times during some of those injuries," he said. "And just with my parents, my family, I was talking to my dad the other day about this and whether it did or didn't happen, he was proud of me." 

    


It was the third time Sale finished among the top three in Cy Young Award voting. He was the AL runner-up in 2017 after his first season with Boston behind Corey Kluber, who was also the Cy Young Award winner in 2014 when Sale finished third with the White Sox. 
Sale won the eighth Cy Young Award for the Braves organization. Most of those came in the 1990s, when Greg Maddux won three in a row with Atlanta from 1993-95 -- after being the 1992 winner with the Chicago Cubs. Tom Glavine won twice (1991 and 1998), and John Smoltz was the 1996 winner. Warren Spahn was the first in 1957 when the Braves played in Milwaukee.
Detroit now has six Cy Young Awards. Denny McLain won back-to-back in 1968 and 1969, and reliever Willie Hernandez was the 1984 winner. Justin Verlander's Cy Young Award with the Tigers came two years before Max Scherzer won in 2013. 

    


Skubal had Tommy John surgery at Seattle University before the Tigers drafted him in the ninth round in 2018. His made his big league debut in 2020, and this season went at least six innings in 25 of his 31 outings. He was 6-0 in his first nine starts and finished the season the same way -- 6-0 in his last nine starts while the Tigers made their surprising push to the playoffs. 
He made his postseason debut with 17 consecutive scoreless innings before a five-run fifth that included a grand slam by Cleveland's Lane Thomas in the deciding Game 5 of their AL Division Series. That 7-3 loss ended the Tigers' season. 

"I was able to kind of get over it relatively quickly just because I was so proud of our team and what we were able to accomplish," Skubal said. "And if I'm going to be the one to fail, I love that, because, you know, it's only going to set our team up to have success in the future." 
Based on where they placed in balloting, Clase earned a $150,000 bonus, Sale and Lugo $100,000 each and Wheeler $50,000. 
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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            Alhaji Aboubacar Kowa, Imam and farming leader, poses for a photo in a rice field near the Sierra Leone village of Fanima, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Thompson)
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            People stand by a small shop in the Sierra Leone village of Fanima, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Thompson)
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            Chief Eric Amara Manyeh wades through a rice paddy field, near the Sierra Leone village of Fanima, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Thompson)
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            Eric Amara Manyeh and other smallholders speak to a traveling farming extension officer, near the Sierra Leone village of Fanima, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Thompson)
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            Chief Eric Amara Manyeh poses for a photo in a rice field, near the Sierra Leone village of Fanima, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Thompson)
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            People walk on a muddy road dividing two rice paddy fields, near the Sierra Leone village of Fanima, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Thompson)
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            Anima Mangola eats rice and stewed cassava leaves, in the Sierra Leone capital Freetown, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Thompson)
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                                        FREETOWN, Sierra Leone (AP) -- Rice borders on the sacred in Sierra Leone. Unless a meal includes rice, people say, you haven't eaten at all.
But as prices soar, consumers in the West African nation are giving up other food to buy it. That's a major reason why 83% of the population is food insecure, according to the U.N.'s World Food Program.
In the capital, Freetown, 28-year-old nail technician Anima Mangola dug into rice with stewed cassava leaves. "I'd eat rice five times a day if I had me the money," she said -- even as its price has more than doubled this year.
Not everyone can keep up, and "people are suffering," she said.
Experts blame soaring prices on a heavy reliance on imports, which supply 35% of Sierra Leone's rice and eat up $200 million annually in foreign currency.
Even though West Africa has a long tradition of growing rice and often excellent places to do it, experts said the import dependency is due to a lack of investment in agriculture, booming population growth and cheap rice imports from Asia.

    


Sierra Leone's agriculture minister, Henry Kpaka Musa, accused the International Monetary Fund of pressuring Sierra Leone in the 1980s to stop investing in agriculture and open its markets to imports as a condition for receiving loans.




"We used to export rice," Kpaka said in an interview.
Now he and President Julius Bio plan to do it again. The government has raised over $620 million from global development banks this year to work towards food self-sufficiency, notably in rice, although Kpaka estimated the plan will cost $1.8 billion in all. Experts from the Ivory Coast-based research center Africa Rice have commended the plan as "ambitious and forward-looking."
But NGOs and academics warn it will favor international agribusiness and large-scale farms, to the detriment of the nation's 5 million smallholder farms. They point to similar, failed attempts at food self-sufficiency in places such as Burkina Faso and Ghana.

    


Self-sufficiency challenges and potential
West Africa has an ancient rice tradition dating back an estimated back 3,500 years. Historian Judith Carney said its farmers were taken as slaves to work plantations in the U.S. South, giving birth to a booming rice economy.
Sierra Leone has the region's best climate and land for growing rice, with abundant annual rainfall in coastal regions.
But Kpaka, the minister, highlighted obstacles to rice self-sufficiency: poor roads to connect rice-growing areas with markets, unreliable electricity for processing, climate change and poor access to finance.
With the financial backing from development banks, he has approved plans to improve roads to the country's three main "rice bowls," create large areas of irrigated land and provide fertilizers, seeds and pesticides to smallholder farms.
"The plan starts with the infrastructure to attract the private sector to come," he said. He has promoted the plan to unspecified international investors, offering them thousands of hectares of irrigated land.
But some believe smallholders, who make up 70% of the country's population of 8 million, will be an afterthought.

    


The view from the field
Aboubacar Kowa, a farming leader in Bo district, gathered others to discuss their rice challenges, which also included access to land and a lack of storage, training and processing capacity.
They were united in their lack of optimism about government help. They've heard these ambitious plans before.
"We don't get support from the government," said one smallholder and village chief, Eric Amara Manyeh.
The most common concern was the lack of labor to create irrigated fields. Eliminating vegetation and digging channels is laborious, and an exodus of young people to urban areas means farmers have to employ laborers -- a cost out of reach for many.
Although unemployment is high in towns, Manyeh said young people prefer easier jobs such as driving motorbike taxis.
Some farmers have formed collectives to share labor, but poor tools slow progress. In one government-backed project in Bo, digging 60 hectares (148 acres) of channels took three months by 82 people.

    


A cautionary tale
Sierra Leone's goal to get chemical fertilizer, seeds and pesticides into the hands of smallholders is meant to replicate the Green Revolution in Asia, which increased rice production by over 100% in two decades.
But Klara Fischer, a rural development professor at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences specializing in sub-Saharan Africa, warned that the approach exposes farmers to agribusiness giants such as Bayer Crop Science and Syngenta.
An initiative called A Green Revolution for Africa. backed by the Gates Foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation and others, has spent over $1 billion since 2006 to increase access to fertilizers and seeds for smallholders, but its own evaluation in 2022 said it hasn't increased food security. The initiative is supporting Sierra Leone's efforts.

    


One recent assessment by the German development ministry in Ghana and Burkina Faso found no evidence that providing fertilizer and seeds increased yield or profit for smallholders, and found that 41% of rice farmers struggled to pay off their debts.
"These fertilizer and seed packages are entangled with private interests," Fischer said. She also highlighted differences between Asia in the 1970s and the current situation in Africa. One is the cheap and available family labor in Asia compared to the rural exodus in Sierra Leone.
Kpaka, a former employee in the Gates Foundation's agricultural department, acknowledged concerns but was convinced his plan has the missing ingredient to unlock growth: the critical infrastructure to help farmers process and sell their rice, incentivizing them to grow more.
"If we don't make the road, (farmers) will forever remain subsistence," he said.
A different way
Others believe that Sierra Leone should spend its funding on measures that empower smallholder farms rather than big business.
Joseph Randall, director of an environmental NGO in Sierra Leone, Green Scenery, said the government should support sustainable practices such as organic compost instead of becoming dependent on imported chemical fertilizer, usually from Europe or North America, which contributes heavily to global warming. 
Randall opposes the distribution of modern seeds, even though they are higher yielding. The hybrid varieties of rice can't be saved and replanted each year because they are bred by agribusinesses and have patents.
Meanwhile, in Manyeh's village, thunder echoed through the chief's rice fields. He pointed to a swamp that might be cultivated as part of the self-sufficiency goal.
"The willingness is there, the potential is there," he said. But he knows it takes more than potential to feed a nation.
___

The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Gates Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            Chris Stapleton accepts the award for single of the year for "White Horse" during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Chris Stapleton, left, and Post Malone perform during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Post Malone performs during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 14 | 
            Chris Stapleton, right, passes Dave Cobb the award for single of the year for "White Horse" during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Post Malone performs during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Chris Stapleton, left, and Post Malone perform "California Sober" during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Shaboozey performs a medley during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Shaboozey performs a medley during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Shaboozey performs a medley during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Megan Moroney performs "Am I Okay?" during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Lainey Wilson accepts the award for female vocalist of the year during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Luke Bryan, from left, Lainey Wilson, and Peyton Manning raise their red cups and toast Toby Keith during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            George Strait accepts the lifetime achievement award during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. In background from left Lainey Wilson, Parker McCollum, Miranda Lambert and Jamey Johnson. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Chris Stapleton accepts the award for single of the year for "White Horse" during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Chris Stapleton, left, and Post Malone perform during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Post Malone performs during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Chris Stapleton, right, passes Dave Cobb the award for single of the year for "White Horse" during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Chris Stapleton performs during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Post Malone performs during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Chris Stapleton, left, and Post Malone perform "California Sober" during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Shaboozey performs a medley during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Shaboozey performs a medley during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Shaboozey performs a medley during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                    Shaboozey performs a medley during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Megan Moroney performs "Am I Okay?" during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Lainey Wilson accepts the award for female vocalist of the year during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Luke Bryan, from left, Lainey Wilson, and Peyton Manning raise their red cups and toast Toby Keith during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            George Strait accepts the lifetime achievement award during the 58th Annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. In background from left Lainey Wilson, Parker McCollum, Miranda Lambert and Jamey Johnson. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                        Chris Stapleton took home four Country Music Association Awards and hardly left the stage on Wednesday night, while an absent Morgan Wallen was shut out all evening until taking the night's biggest prize, entertainer of the year. 
Stapleton's wins included song of the year and single of the year for "White Horse," and he took the stage at the Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tennessee, three times to perform during the ABC telecast, including a show-opening duet with Post Malone.
"I'm really honored for this, thank you very much," the always subdued country traditionalist Stapleton said as he accepted the male vocalist of the year award for a record-extending eighth time. 
For much of the night it seemed the leading nominee Wallen, up for seven, would be shut out, until presenter Jeff Bridges gave a botched rendering of his name as "Morgan Waylon" when he announced entertainer of the year.

    


Four of Wallen's nominations came for his hit collaboration with Malone, "I Had Some Help," though the song, and the first-time nominee Malone, went winless. 
But the rapper-singer Malone was all smiles all night at the CMAs after releasing his first country album earlier in the year. With Stapleton, he sang his song "California Sober" in full cowboy regalia, including a bolo tie as big as a belt buckle. He later took the stage solo to sing the emotional "Yours," which he dedicated to his young daughter.




Stapleton later performed his own "What Am I Gonna Do" with his wife Morgane, and performed yet again as part of an all-star tribute to George Strait, who received the Willie Nelson Lifetime Achievement Award. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Last year's entertainer of the year, Lainey Wilson, hosted the show along with Luke Bryan and NFL great Peyton Manning, and won two CMAs -- female vocalist of the year, and best music video for "Wildflowers and Wild Horses." 
For a while it seemed Stapleton would get a sweep, but he lost out on album of the year to a surprised Cody Johnson, who took the trophy for "Leather." 

    


"I thought Chris Stapleton or Jelly Roll was going to win," Johnson said.
Old Dominion won vocal group of the year for a record seventh straight time, surpassing the six won by Little Big Town.
The Stapleton-Malone opening and much of the night were a celebration of a time of crossover and collaboration in country. 
The telecast, available on Hulu for streaming Thursday, featured performances from artist combos including Brooks & Dunn, representing the 1990s and 2000s, with Jelly Roll, representing country's current moment. They gave an emotional gospel-style performance of Brooks & Dunn's 2005 song "Believe." 
Brooks & Dunn followed it up by winning vocal duo of the year for the 15th time and the first time since 2006. 
Shaboozey brought the crowd to its feet with a solo performance that began with a bit of his more sober single "Highway" before launching into one of the year's defining hits, "A Bar Song (Tipsy)." 
But he lost out on best new artist to Megan Moroney, who won minutes after her own performance. 

    


"Thank you Jesus for putting this dream on my heart," Moroney, a 27-year-old from Georgia, said with misty eyes as she accepted the award. 
Wilson opened the tribute to Strait by singing part of his best remembered hit, "Amarillo by Morning." 
She was followed by Jamey Johnson, Miranda Lambert, Parker McCollum, Stapleton and Strait contemporary Clint Black, who performed pieces of Strait hits including "Troubadour" and "Honky Tonk Hall of Fame"
Stapleton handed the 72-year-old Strait the award previously won by Dolly Parton, Johnny Cash, Charley Pride and Nelson himself, calling Strait "true country music royalty, the king of country." 
A smiling Strait thanked everyone for the strong renditions of his songs. 
"I'm glad I got 'em first," he said. 

The CMA Awards are nominated and voted on by members of the Country Music Association, which includes music executives, artists, publicists, songwriters and other industry professionals. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/cma-awards-morgan-wallen-post-malone-32859c3a9f19a64df6fbffe1ff20b302
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            The the Biden administration has approved the sending anti-personnel landmines, which are banned by more than 150 countries, to Ukraine. Outgoing U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said the mines would be able to "slow down" the "dismounted forces" used by Russia to pave the way for mechanized forces.
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            Ukrainian troops have been learning how to disable landmines, munitions and other explosive devices during UK-based training this month, according to NATO officials.
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            Ukrainian students on Wednesday paused to remember the children killed in the conflict with Russia by lighting 659 candles. (AP video by Vasilisa Stepanenko)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 15 | 
            Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addressed reports of a possible attack on Kyiv on Wednesday, saying this kind of "information frenzy benefits only Russia."


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 15 | 
            CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- U.S. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin, left, shakes hands with Brunei's Defence Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, second left, awards honor medals to soldiers during his joint visit with Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, second right, to a military hospital in Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (Mads Claus Rasmussen/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)
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            Cadets turn on their flashlights to commemorate 659 Ukrainian children, who were killed during the war with Russia, in a military lyceum on World Children's Day in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukraine's 65th Mechanised Brigade press service on Nov. 19, 2024, Ukrainian soldiers attend a training at a polygon in Zaporizhzhia region, Ukraine. (Andriy Andriyenko/Ukraine's 65th Mechanised Brigade via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 15 | 
            American flag waves in front of the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv, Ukraine, November 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Cadets light candles in a 659 shape, the number of Ukrainian children killed in the war with Russia, in a military lyceum on World Children's Day in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Schoolgirls in national suits perform during opening ceremony for a St. Nicholas Residence and Workshop of Good Deeds in a basement bomb shelter of a military lyceum on World Children's Day in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Schoolchildren make decorations for a St. Nicholas Residence and Workshop of Good Deeds in a basement bomb shelter of a military lyceum on World Children's Day in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Schoolchildren play a puppet show during opening ceremony for a St. Nicholas Residence and Workshop of Good Deeds in a basement bomb shelter of a military lyceum on World Children's Day in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Ukrainian Minister of Defence Rustem Umerov speaks during a doorstep press conference in Copenhagen, Denmark, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)
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        US to give antipersonnel mines to Ukraine to help slow the Russian advance
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                                    The the Biden administration has approved the sending anti-personnel landmines, which are banned by more than 150 countries, to Ukraine. Outgoing U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said the mines would be able to "slow down" the "dismounted forces" used by Russia to pave the way for mechanized forces.
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                                    Ukrainian troops have been learning how to disable landmines, munitions and other explosive devices during UK-based training this month, according to NATO officials.
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                                    Ukrainian students on Wednesday paused to remember the children killed in the conflict with Russia by lighting 659 candles. (AP video by Vasilisa Stepanenko)
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                                    Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addressed reports of a possible attack on Kyiv on Wednesday, saying this kind of "information frenzy benefits only Russia."


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 15 | 
            CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- U.S. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin, left, shakes hands with Brunei's Defence Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Cadets turn on their flashlights to commemorate 659 Ukrainian children, who were killed during the war with Russia, in a military lyceum on World Children's Day in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukraine's 65th Mechanised Brigade press service on Nov. 19, 2024, Ukrainian soldiers attend a training at a polygon in Zaporizhzhia region, Ukraine. (Andriy Andriyenko/Ukraine's 65th Mechanised Brigade via AP)
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            American flag waves in front of the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv, Ukraine, November 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Cadets light candles in a 659 shape, the number of Ukrainian children killed in the war with Russia, in a military lyceum on World Children's Day in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Schoolgirls in national suits perform during opening ceremony for a St. Nicholas Residence and Workshop of Good Deeds in a basement bomb shelter of a military lyceum on World Children's Day in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Schoolchildren make decorations for a St. Nicholas Residence and Workshop of Good Deeds in a basement bomb shelter of a military lyceum on World Children's Day in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Denmark's Defence Minister, Troels Lund Poulsen, left, and Ukrainian Minister of Defence Rustem Umerov, right, attend a press conference during a meeting in Copenhagen, Denmark, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Ida Marie Odgaard /Ritzau Scanpix via AP)
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            Ukrainian Minister of Defence Rustem Umerov speaks during a doorstep press conference in Copenhagen, Denmark, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- The Biden administration announced Wednesday that it will give Ukraine antipersonnel mines to help it slow Russia's battlefield advances, marking the second major shift on U.S. military support for Kyiv in days. 
After allowing Ukraine to use longer-range American missiles to launch strikes deeper into Russia, U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said the shift in Washington's policy on antipersonnel land mines for Ukraine was needed to counter changing Russian tactics.
The war, which reached its 1,000-day milestone on Tuesday, has largely been going Russia's way. Moscow's bigger army is slowly pushing Ukraine's forces backward in the eastern Donetsk region, while Ukrainian civilians are being maimed and killed by Russian drones and missiles often fired from inside Russia.
Individual ground troops, rather than forces more protected in armored carriers, are leading the Russian battlefield advance, so Ukraine has "a need for things that can help slow down that effort," Austin said during a trip to Laos.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: US will allow Ukraine to use American antipersonnel land mines against Russian forces
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports on another major American policy shift regarding weapons for Ukraine.

    


    


The announcement comes two months before Donald Trump replaces Joe Biden in the White House. Trump has pledged to swiftly end the war and has criticized the amount the U.S. has spent on supporting Ukraine.




Biden administration officials say they are determined to help Ukraine as much as possible before he leaves office, and they announced Wednesday that the U.S. intends to cancel half of the debt -- some $4.6 billion -- Ukraine owes to the country. State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said U.S. lawmakers were informed of the move this week, and that he doesn't expect them to pass a resolution of disapproval to try to stop the loan forgiveness because of the bipartisan support for Ukraine in the current Congress.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The steps taken to help Ukraine -- along with unconfirmed reports Wednesday of Ukraine firing a certain British cruise missile at Russia for the first time -- were likely to vex Moscow.

    


The U.S. and some other Western embassies in Kyiv temporarily closed on Wednesday in response to the threat of a potentially major Russian aerial attack on the Ukrainian capital.
Humanitarian groups have long criticized the use of antipersonnel mines because they present a lingering threat to civilians. Amnesty International called the U.S. decision "reckless" and a "deeply disappointing setback." And Norway's foreign minister, Espen Barth Eide, called it "very problematic" because Ukraine is a signatory to an international convention opposing the use of land mines.
Austin pointed out that Ukraine already makes its own antipersonnel mines, and that the U.S. has been providing Ukraine with anti-tank mines. He also tried to allay concerns about the new mines the U.S. is giving Kyiv, saying they are not persistent, meaning troops can control when they would self-detonate. 
"That makes it far more safer eventually than the things that they are creating on their own," Austin said.
The mines are are electrically fused and powered by batteries so that when the battery runs out, they won't detonate. They can become inert in anywhere from four hours to two weeks. 

    


Russia already uses land mines in Ukraine, but those don't become inert over time.
The United States also sought commitments from the Ukrainians on the use of the mines to limit harm to innocent civilians, according to a U.S. official who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations. Ukraine would use the mines in its own country and would not put them in civilian populated areas.
The mines are contained in a $275 million package of new military assistance announced by the Biden administration Wednesday. Also included in the package are High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems, or HIMARS, as well as 155 mm and 105 mm artillery rounds, Javelin anti-armor munitions, and other equipment and spare parts.
The war has taken on a growing international dimension with the arrival of North Korean troops to help Russia on the battlefield -- a development that U.S. officials said prompted Biden's policy shift on allowing Ukraine to fire longer-range U.S. missiles into Russia and that angered the Kremlin.

    


Britain had been quietly pressing the U.S. to ease restrictions on how Western-supplied missiles are used, and unconfirmed news reports Wednesday said Ukraine had fired British-made Storm Shadow cruise missiles at Russia for the first time. British and Ukrainian officials didn't confirm the reports.
Officials with France's military and president's office, meanwhile, declined to say whether Ukraine is using French long-range SCALP missiles to strike targets in Russia, citing France's military secrecy policy. French President Emmanuel Macron has been pushing for such a step for months.
After the Biden administration allowed Ukraine to attack Russia with longer-range American-made ATACMS missiles, Russian President Vladimir Putin lowered the threshold for using his nuclear arsenal, with the new doctrine announced Tuesday permitting a potential nuclear response by Moscow even to a conventional attack on Russia by any nation that is supported by a nuclear power.

    


That could potentially include Ukrainian attacks backed by the U.S.
The American diplomatic mission in Kyiv said Wednesday that it had received a warning about a potentially significant Russian air attack on the Ukrainian capital and closed the embassy for several hours before reopening. The Spanish, Italian and Greek embassies also closed, but the U.K. government and France said that their embassies remained open.
Western leaders dismissed the Russian reaction to the U.S. missile decision as an attempt to deter Ukraine's allies from providing further support to Kyiv, but the escalating tension weighed on stock markets after Ukraine fired ATACMS missiles for the first time at a target inside Russia.
Western and Ukrainian officials say Russia been stockpiling powerful long-range missiles, possibly in an upcoming effort to crush the Ukrainian power grid as winter approaches.
Military analysts say the U.S. decision on the range over which American-made missiles can be used isn't expected to be a game-changer, but it could help weaken the Russian war effort, according to the Institute for the Study of War, a Washington think tank.
"Ukrainian long-range strikes against military objects within Russia's rear are crucial for degrading Russian military capabilities throughout the theater," it said.
Meanwhile, North Korea recently supplied additional artillery systems to Russia, according to South Korea. It said that North Korean soldiers were assigned to Russia's marine and airborne forces units and some of them have already begun fighting alongside the Russians on the front lines.
Ukraine struck a factory in Russia's Belgorod region that makes cargo drones for the armed forces in an overnight attack, according to Andrii Kovalenko, the head of the counter-disinformation branch of Ukraine's Security Council.
He also claimed Ukraine hit an arsenal in Russia's Novgorod region, near the town of Kotovo, located about 680 kilometers (420 miles) behind the Ukrainian border. The arsenal stored artillery ammunition and various types of missiles, he said.
It wasn't possible to independently verify the claims.
___

Baldor and Lee reported from Washington. Associated Press reporters Tara Copp in Washington, Jill Lawless in London and Angela Charlton in Paris contributed to this report.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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            Police officers man a checkpoint checking for weapons, in the Petion-Ville of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            A resident carries tires to be added to a burning barricade to deter gang members from entering his neighborhood, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            A woman films a scene where the bodies of suspected gang members who were set on fire by residents sit in a heap in the middle of a road, in the Petion-Ville neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Russia and China on Wednesday opposed a U.S.-led campaign to transform the Kenya-led multinational force in Haiti helping police to tackle escalating gang violence into a U.N. peacekeeping mission.
The two allies called a U.N. Security Council meeting as gangs have intensified attacks, shooting at four aircraft which has shut the airport in the capital Port-au-Prince, and a ttacking its upscale neighborhood Petionville on Tuesday. The U.N. estimates the gangs control 85% of the capital and have spread into surrounding areas.
The United States proposed a U.N. peacekeeping mission in early September as one way to secure regular financing for the U.N.-backed multinational force, which faces a serious funding crisis.
The U.S. tried to get the 15-member U.N. Security Council to sign off on a draft resolution last week to start the transformation. But Russia and China refused to discuss the resolution and instead called for Wednesday's council meeting where they made their opposition clear.

    


China's Deputy U.N. Ambassador Geng Shuang said the council extended the mandate of the multinational force only a month ago, and discussing its transformation to a peacekeeping operation now "will only interfere" and make it harder to tackle its funding shortfall and get all the police pledged to Haiti.




Peacekeepers should only be deployed when there is peace to keep, and there is no peace in Haiti, Geng stressed. "Deploying a peacekeeping operation at this time is nothing more than putting peacekeepers into the front line of the battles with gangs."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The multinational force was supposed to have 2,500 international police but the head of the U.N.'s political mission in Haiti, Maria Isabel Salvador, told the council late last month that only around 430 are deployed -- some 400 from Kenya and the rest from the Bahamas, Belize and Jamaica.

    


She said the U.N. trust fund that finances the multinational force and relies on voluntary contributions, "remains critically under-resourced." By last week, the trust fund had received $85.3 million of the $96.8 million pledged. The U.S. agreed to contribute $300 million to the force, but that total is still far below the $600 million cost to deploy a 2,500-strong force for a year.
Russia's Deputy U.N. Ambassador Dmitry Polyansky, expressing "shock and horror" at what's happening on the streets of Port-au-Prince, accused the U.S. and other countries that initially supported the multinational force of failing to fund it.
"Conditions on the ground in Haiti are not appropriate for U.N. peacekeepers," he said. "Their role is to maintain peace and not to fight crime in urban areas or to save a dysfunctional state that has been plunged into domestic conflict."
Whatever the future international presence in Haiti, Polyansky said Haitians need urgent assistance immediately which means providing the multinational force with the necessary materiel, funding and technical expertise. "Otherwise, quite simply, there will be just nobody left to host any future peacekeepers," he said.

    


Haiti's leaders have asked for a U.N. peacekeeping force, and the permanent council of the Organization of American States adopted a resolution on Nov. 13 entitled "In Support of Haiti's Request for a United States Peacekeeping Operation."
At the council meeting, there was also strong support for the transformation.
Monica Juma, national security adviser to Kenya's president, told the council that joint operations by the multinational force and the Haitian police have secured critical infrastructure including the police academy, national palace, national hospital and port.
But it's evident the multinational force urgently needs "a surge," she said, and Kenya looks forward to additional deployments in the shortest possible time along with contributions of equipment and logistical support.
At the same time, Juma said, Kenya "strongly supports" the Haitian government's appeal to the Security Council to authorize planning for the transformation of the multinational force to a U.N. peacekeeping force.

    


U.S. deputy ambassador Dorothy Shea told the council that with Haitian, regional and Kenyan support, "it is time for the Security Council to act to take the initial steps to realize Haiti's request to help reestablish security for the people of Haiti."
Transitioning to a U.N. peacekeeping mission, she said, would facilitate the multinational force and the countries supporting it "to take advantage of existing U.N. financial, personnel, and logistical support structures as well as predictable and sustainable financing."
The most poignant appeal for a peacekeeping force came from Haitian Dr. Bill Pape, who left Port-au-Prince about two weeks ago where he works to combat infectious and chronic diseases. He is also a professor at Weill Cornell Medical College in New York.

    


Pape said he came with a message to the Security Council: The Haitian police and multinational force "are outgunned and outnumbered."
He said he recognized the controversies of previous peacekeeping missions in Haiti. The most recent, from 2004-2017, was marred by allegations of sexual assault and the introduction of cholera, which killed nearly 10,000 people.
But Pape stressed that during previous foreign interventions, which date to the early 1900s, "insecurity did not exist at this scale."

"I trust that seeking your support to restore security in my country is not asking too much," he told council members. "It is a difficult task for any Haitian to request foreign troops on our soil. But there is no alternative."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/un-haiti-gangs-kenya-force-peacekeeping-violence-d9ebed4a6a809d080511009b39b1b1ac



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



'Bomb cyclone' kills 2 and knocks out power to over half a million homes across the US Northwest

    'Bomb cyclone' kills 2 and knocks out power to over half a million homes across the US Northwest

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 31 | 
            A major storm, with a scary-sounding weather term, is sweeping across the northwest U.S.: Bomb cyclone
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            People in the Seattle suburb of Issaquah surveyed the damage left by strong winds brought by a "bomb cyclone" storm.
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            'Bomb cyclone' sweeps across the northwest U.S., battering the region with strong winds and rain. The storm caused widespread power outages and downed trees that killed at least two people.
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            People walk by a minivan hit by a tree that fell during a "bomb cyclone" storm in Issaquah, Wash., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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            A woman was killed after a tree fell on her home during Tuesday night's "bomb cyclone" in severe weather in Bellevue, Wash. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            A crew cuts a tree that fell on a Taco Bell restaurant Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Issaquah, Wash., after a "bomb cyclone" storm brought high winds to the area. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 31 | 
            A car sits abandoned as several downed trees block a street after severe weather hit the area on Wednesday, Sept. 20, 2024, in Bellevue, Wash. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            A crew cuts a tree that fell on a Taco Bell restaurant on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Issaquah, Wash., after a "bomb cyclone" storm brought high winds to the area. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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            A crew cuts a tree that fell on a Taco Bell restaurant on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Issaquah, Wash., after a "bomb cyclone" storm brought high winds to the area. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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            10 of 31 | 
            Mario Verduzco surveys damage left by a "bomb cyclone" storm at a park in Issaquah, Wash., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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            11 of 31 | 
            A woman takes pictures of damage left to a park by a "bomb cyclone" storm in Issaquah, Wash., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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            The aftermath of a "bomb cyclone" on NE 35th St. after severe weather hit last night, in Seattle, Wednesday, Nov, 20, 2024. (Karen Ducey/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            Neighbors look at the remains of small car that had a tree fall on it in the aftermath of a "bomb cyclone" on 35th Avenue Northeast after severe weather hit last night, in Seattle, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Karen Ducey/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            Comcast crews work in off Renton-Maple Valley Road in Renton, Wash., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Erika Schultz/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            Crews clean up in the aftermath of a "bomb cyclone" on NE 35th St. after severe weather hit last night, in Seattle, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Karen Ducey/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            16 of 31 | 
            A a fallen tree pulls on a power line after severe weather hit in Bellevue, Wash. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            17 of 31 | 
            U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic technician Isabella Karamitsos works to deploy a sensor to measure water flow as heavy rains impact Santa Rosa, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            18 of 31 | 
            A firefighter clears branches from a tree that toppled into power lines during heavy rains on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in the Occidental community in unincorporated Sonoma County, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            19 of 31 | 
            A pedestrian carrying an umbrella walks in front of the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            20 of 31 | 
            A truck crosses a flooded road Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Santa Rosa, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            21 of 31 | 
            Brett Gordon of Seattle talks with a neighbor as he stands near a large branch sheared off from a tree during Tuesday night's "bomb cyclone," weighing down power lines in the Wedgwood neighborhood of Seattle, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Gary Roundtree)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            22 of 31 | 
            Brett Gordon of Seattle looks up to where a large branch sheared off from a tree during Tuesday night's "bomb cyclone" weighing down power lines in the Wedgwood neighborhood of Seattle, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Gary Roundtree)
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            23 of 31 | 
            Mason Friedline inspects damage to vehicles from severe weather Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Seattle. (Jennifer Buchanan/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            24 of 31 | 
            A Pacific Gas & Electric worker pauses while sawing a tree that toppled into power lines during heavy rains on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in the Occidental community of unincorporated Sonoma County, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            25 of 31 | 
            Seattle Metro bus has the remnants of a tree removed at 35th Ave. NE and NE 95th St. by Seattle Dept of Transportation in the aftermath of a "bomb cyclone" after severe weather hit last night, in Seattle, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Karen Ducey/The Seattle Times via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            26 of 31 | 
            Kit Leahy, 75, who has not had power since 7 p.m. Tuesday night due to severe weather, attempts to clean up around the home where she rents near Matthews Beach, Wednesday morning, Nov. 20, 2024, in Seattle. (Ken Lambert/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            27 of 31 | 
            Motorists negotiate the snow along I-80 during a storm Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Truckee, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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            28 of 31 | 
            Traffic makes its way along I-80 during a snow storm Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Truckee, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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            29 of 31 | 
            A trucker install snow chains to their tires during a storm Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Truckee, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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            30 of 31 | 
            A trucker walks around their vehicle while installing snow chains during a storm Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Truckee, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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            31 of 31 | 
            A snowy landscape is seen on Donner Summit during a storm Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, near Soda Springs, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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                                    'Bomb cyclone' sweeps across the northwest U.S., battering the region with strong winds and rain. The storm caused widespread power outages and downed trees that killed at least two people.
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            People walk by a minivan hit by a tree that fell during a "bomb cyclone" storm in Issaquah, Wash., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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            A woman was killed after a tree fell on her home during Tuesday night's "bomb cyclone" in severe weather in Bellevue, Wash. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            A crew cuts a tree that fell on a Taco Bell restaurant Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Issaquah, Wash., after a "bomb cyclone" storm brought high winds to the area. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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            A car sits abandoned as several downed trees block a street after severe weather hit the area on Wednesday, Sept. 20, 2024, in Bellevue, Wash. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            A crew cuts a tree that fell on a Taco Bell restaurant on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Issaquah, Wash., after a "bomb cyclone" storm brought high winds to the area. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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            A crew cuts a tree that fell on a Taco Bell restaurant on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Issaquah, Wash., after a "bomb cyclone" storm brought high winds to the area. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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            10 of 31 | 
            Mario Verduzco surveys damage left by a "bomb cyclone" storm at a park in Issaquah, Wash., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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            A woman takes pictures of damage left to a park by a "bomb cyclone" storm in Issaquah, Wash., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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            The aftermath of a "bomb cyclone" on NE 35th St. after severe weather hit last night, in Seattle, Wednesday, Nov, 20, 2024. (Karen Ducey/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            13 of 31 | 
            Neighbors look at the remains of small car that had a tree fall on it in the aftermath of a "bomb cyclone" on 35th Avenue Northeast after severe weather hit last night, in Seattle, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Karen Ducey/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            Comcast crews work in off Renton-Maple Valley Road in Renton, Wash., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Erika Schultz/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            Crews clean up in the aftermath of a "bomb cyclone" on NE 35th St. after severe weather hit last night, in Seattle, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Karen Ducey/The Seattle Times via AP)
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                                    Crews clean up in the aftermath of a "bomb cyclone" on NE 35th St. after severe weather hit last night, in Seattle, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Karen Ducey/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            A a fallen tree pulls on a power line after severe weather hit in Bellevue, Wash. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic technician Isabella Karamitsos works to deploy a sensor to measure water flow as heavy rains impact Santa Rosa, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            18 of 31 | 
            A firefighter clears branches from a tree that toppled into power lines during heavy rains on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in the Occidental community in unincorporated Sonoma County, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A pedestrian carrying an umbrella walks in front of the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            A truck crosses a flooded road Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Santa Rosa, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            21 of 31 | 
            Brett Gordon of Seattle talks with a neighbor as he stands near a large branch sheared off from a tree during Tuesday night's "bomb cyclone," weighing down power lines in the Wedgwood neighborhood of Seattle, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Gary Roundtree)
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            22 of 31 | 
            Brett Gordon of Seattle looks up to where a large branch sheared off from a tree during Tuesday night's "bomb cyclone" weighing down power lines in the Wedgwood neighborhood of Seattle, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Gary Roundtree)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    22 of 31

                                    
                                    Brett Gordon of Seattle looks up to where a large branch sheared off from a tree during Tuesday night's "bomb cyclone" weighing down power lines in the Wedgwood neighborhood of Seattle, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Gary Roundtree)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            23 of 31 | 
            Mason Friedline inspects damage to vehicles from severe weather Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Seattle. (Jennifer Buchanan/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            24 of 31 | 
            A Pacific Gas & Electric worker pauses while sawing a tree that toppled into power lines during heavy rains on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in the Occidental community of unincorporated Sonoma County, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            25 of 31 | 
            Seattle Metro bus has the remnants of a tree removed at 35th Ave. NE and NE 95th St. by Seattle Dept of Transportation in the aftermath of a "bomb cyclone" after severe weather hit last night, in Seattle, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Karen Ducey/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            Kit Leahy, 75, who has not had power since 7 p.m. Tuesday night due to severe weather, attempts to clean up around the home where she rents near Matthews Beach, Wednesday morning, Nov. 20, 2024, in Seattle. (Ken Lambert/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            Motorists negotiate the snow along I-80 during a storm Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Truckee, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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            28 of 31 | 
            Traffic makes its way along I-80 during a snow storm Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Truckee, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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            29 of 31 | 
            A trucker install snow chains to their tires during a storm Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Truckee, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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            30 of 31 | 
            A trucker walks around their vehicle while installing snow chains during a storm Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Truckee, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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            A snowy landscape is seen on Donner Summit during a storm Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, near Soda Springs, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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                                        ISSAQUAH, Wash. (AP) -- A major storm battered the U.S. Northwest with strong winds and rain, causing widespread power outages, closing schools and downing trees that killed at least two people.
The Weather Prediction Center issued excessive rainfall risks through Friday, and hurricane-force wind warnings were in effect as the strongest atmospheric river -- a large plume of moisture -- that California and the Pacific Northwest has seen this season overwhelmed the region. The storm system, which hit starting Tuesday, is considered a " bomb cyclone," which occurs when a cyclone intensifies rapidly.
In California the weather service extended a flood watch into Saturday for areas north of San Francisco. Up to 16 inches of rain (40 centimeters) was forecast in Northern California and southwestern Oregon through Friday. Dangerous flash flooding, rock slides and debris flows were possible, officials warned.

    


A winter storm watch was in place for the northern Sierra Nevada above 3,500 feet (1,066 meters), where 15 inches (28 centimeters) of snow was possible over two days. Wind gusts could top 75 mph (120 kph) in mountain areas, forecasters said.




Heavy, wet snow was expected to continue along the Cascades and in parts of far Northern California. Forecasters warned of blizzard and whiteout conditions and near impossible travel at pass level due to accumulation rates of 2 to 3 inches (5 to 7.6 centimeters) per hour and wind gusts of up to 65 mph (105 kph).

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Falling trees struck homes and littered roads across western Washington. In Lynnwood, a woman died Tuesday night when a large tree fell on a homeless encampment, South County Fire said in a statement. In Bellevue, east of Seattle, a tree fell on a home and killed a woman, fire officials said.
Tracy Meloy of Issaquah, Washington, felt well-prepared for the storm Tuesday afternoon, with dinner prepped and lanterns ready. But then she spent the night listening to wind-whipped debris hit the outside of her home, including a particularly loud "thump" around 9 p.m. The next morning morning she ventured outside to survey the damage to her neighborhood, about 17 miles (27 kilometers) east of Seattle.

    


"Now that I'm standing here in front of the house, I can tell it's the tree that was across the street," Meloy said. The tree pulled down the power lines in front of her home, and limbs, leaves and other plants were strewn all over the road.
"It looks like a forest floor instead of a street," she said.
The number of power outage reports in Washington fluctuated wildly Tuesday evening but steadily declined to about 460,000 by Wednesday afternoon, according to poweroutage.us. More than a dozen schools were closed in Seattle alone.
About 2,800 customers were reported to be without power Wednesday in Oregon, 38,000 in California and 10,000 around Carson City and Reno, Nevada. Three Reno schools were closed, and semi-trucks were prohibited on the main highway between the two cities due to high winds. All chairlifts were shut down at the Mt. Rose Ski Resort near Lake Tahoe. 

    


The weather service warned people on the West Coast about the danger of trees during high winds, posting on the social platform X: "Stay safe by avoiding exterior rooms and windows and by using caution when driving."
Southbound Interstate 5 was closed for an 11-mile (18-kilometer) stretch from Ashland, Oregon, to the California border on Wednesday morning due to extreme winter weather conditions in northern California, according to the Oregon Department of Transportation. It was expected to be a long-term closure, the department said.
The weather service issued a flood watch for parts of southwestern Oregon through Friday evening, while rough winds and seas halted a ferry route in northwestern Washington between Port Townsend and Coupeville for part of the day.
As Robert and Lisa Haynes of Issaquah surveyed the damage in their neighborhood, they saw fallen branches or trees blocking driveways and roads. They were stuck at home.
"It's like a snow day," Robert Haynes said, "but with no snow."

    


In Juneau, Alaska, gusts of wind up to 60 mph (96 kph) were forecast.
To the east, the first significant snow of the season in the Dakotas and Minnesota led to accidents and slippery roadways. The weather service said up to 16 inches (40 centimeters) could fall in the Turtle Mountains of North Dakota, and Minot could get up to 8 inches (20 centimeters). 
Officials advised people not no travel throughout northern North Dakota, and state troopers in northern Minnesota responded to several accidents including tractor-trailers that jackknifed on Interstate 94 after the roadway became slippery from snow and ice. 
Winds were expected to be problematic in parts of Montana and Nebraska, with gusts up to 60 mph (97 kph), the weather service said.
___

Golden reported from Seattle and Baumann reported from Bellingham, Washington. Jack Dura in Bismarck, North Dakota; Jim Salter in St. Louis; Scott Sonner in Reno, Nevada; Christopher Weber in Los Angeles; and Becky Bohrer in Juneau, Alaska, contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/california-oregon-washington-storm-power-outages-aadbd4863dd989189d31c1c2187b5025



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Middle East latest: US vetoes a Gaza cease-fire resolution

    Middle East latest: US vetoes a Gaza cease-fire resolution

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 14 | 
            Palestinians mourn over relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, as they stand in a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A general view shows a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            3 of 14 | 
            Palestinians queue for food in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians carry a body of a person killed during an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Amos Hochstein, a senior adviser to President Joe Biden, gives a statement to the media after his meeting with Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Israeli Defense Forces soldiers mourn at the grave of Sgt. First Class (res.) Roi Sasson, who was killed in action in the Gaza Strip, during his funeral at Mt. Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            A resident enters the apartment he rents after a rocket fired from Lebanon hit a residential building in Kiryat Shmona, a town located near to the border with Lebanon, in northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            A woman rests in an ambulance at the site where a rocket, fired from Lebanon, hit a kindergarten in Acre, northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An explosion can be seen along Israel's northern border with Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 14 | 
            A woman wounded in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, receives treatment at a hospital in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese Army Intelligence members inspect an army position that was damaged in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Palestinians mourn over relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, as they stand in a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian paramedic checks a body of a person killed during an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A general view shows a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Palestinians queue for food in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians carry a body of a person killed during an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Amos Hochstein, a senior adviser to President Joe Biden, gives a statement to the media after his meeting with Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Israeli Defense Forces soldiers mourn at the grave of Sgt. First Class (res.) Roi Sasson, who was killed in action in the Gaza Strip, during his funeral at Mt. Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            A resident enters the apartment he rents after a rocket fired from Lebanon hit a residential building in Kiryat Shmona, a town located near to the border with Lebanon, in northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 14

                                    
                                    A resident enters the apartment he rents after a rocket fired from Lebanon hit a residential building in Kiryat Shmona, a town located near to the border with Lebanon, in northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 14 | 
            A woman rests in an ambulance at the site where a rocket, fired from Lebanon, hit a kindergarten in Acre, northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An explosion can be seen along Israel's northern border with Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            A woman wounded in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, receives treatment at a hospital in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man wounded in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, receives treatment at a hospital in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 14

                                    
                                    A man wounded in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, receives treatment at a hospital in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 14 | 
            Lebanese Army Intelligence members inspect an army position that was damaged in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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                                        The United States vetoed a U.N. resolution demanding an immediate cease-fire in the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza, with the Americans saying they the resolution Wednesday was not linked to an immediate release of hostages still held by Hamas. 
Meanwhile in Lebanon, a cease-fire deal between Israel and Hezbollah was showing signs of progress. However Israel's defense minister says his country wants the right to act militarily against Hezbollah in any agreement to end the fighting. 
Lebanon's government is likely to view any such demand as an infringement on its sovereignty, complicating efforts to end more than a year of fighting between Israel and Hezbollah that erupted into all-out war in September.
Israeli strikes and combat in Lebanon have killed more than 3,500 people and wounded 15,000, according to the Lebanese Health Ministry. The war has displaced nearly 1.2 million people, or a quarter of Lebanon's population.

    


On the Israeli side, 87 soldiers and 50 civilians, including some foreign farmworkers, have been killed by rockets, drones and missiles. Hezbollah began firing into Israel the day after Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023 attack triggered the conflict in Gaza.




Israel's blistering war of retaliation in the Gaza Strip has killed nearly 44,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities. Some 1,200 people in Israel were killed in the Oct. 7 attack, mostly civilians, and another 250 were abducted. Around 100 hostages remain inside Gaza, at least a third of whom are believed to be dead. 
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Here's the Latest:

    


Turkey acknowledges Panamanian-flagged carrier attacked by Houthi rebels was owned by Turkish company
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- Turkey has acknowledged a Panamanian-flagged bulk carrier attacked earlier this week by Yemen's Houthi rebels was owned by a Turkish company.
Turkey's Foreign Ministry issued a statement late Wednesday regarding the attack on the Anadolu S. The Houthis twice fired a missile at the vessel, which failed to hit it in both the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden.
"We condemn the missile attacks by the Houthis," the statement said. "Necessary initiatives are being taken to prevent the recurrence of a similar incident."
The ministry did not elaborate on what those initiatives were.
The Anadolu S had been targeted due to its owner having Houthi-perceived ties back to trade with Israel, highlighting the high-wire act of Turkey since the start of the wars in the Mideast. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has repeatedly criticized Israel and his government has banned all imports and exports with Israel in May. However, some trade is believed to have continued discretely between the nations.
Hamas say US veto of cease-fire resolution shows its 'direct involvement' in Gaza war
CAIRO -- The Palestinian militant group Hamas said Wednesday the United States bears responsibility for the vast destruction and suffering in Gaza, after the U.S. vetoed a U.N. resolution calling for an immediate cease-fire. 
Hamas said the U.S. provides diplomatic cover for Israel's war in Gaza, which has left much of the territory in ruins and forced around 90% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million to flee, often multiple times.
"The US is directly responsible, like the (Israeli) occupation, in the genocidal war and ethnic cleansing against our people," the group said in a statement.

    


Hamas ignited the war in Gaza when its fighters stormed into Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 people. Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed almost 44,000 Palestinians, more than half of them women and children, according to local health authorities.
US and Israel react to U.N. resolution on Gaza cease-fire
UNITED NATIONS -- U.S. deputy ambassador Robert Wood said Wednesday the United States worked for weeks to avoid vetoing a U.N. resolution that called for an immediate cease-fire in Gaza, and he expressed regret that compromise language was not accepted.
The U.S. said it vetoed the resolution because it was not linked to an immediate release of hostages taken captive by Hamas in Israel in October 2023.
"We made clear throughout negotiations we could not support an unconditional cease-fire that failed to release the hostages," he said. "Hamas would have seen it as a vindication of its cynical strategy to hope and pray the international community forgets about the fate of more than 100 hostages from more than 20 member states who have been held for 410 days."

    


Israel's U.N. Ambassador Danny Danon told reporters shortly before the council meeting that the resolution was "nothing short of outrage - a betrayal of the 101 innocent hostages still held by Hamas." Its adoption, he said, would "send a message that terrorists can act with impunity."
The U.N. Security Council voted 14-1 in favor of the resolution sponsored by the 10 elected members on the 15-member council, but it was not adopted because of the U.S. veto.
The resolution that was put to a vote "demands an immediate, unconditional and permanent cease-fire to be respected by all parties, and further reiterates its demand for the immediate and unconditional release of all hostages."

    


US vetoes UN resolution demanding a cease-fire in Gaza because there's no link to a hostage release
UNITED NATIONS -- The United States vetoed a U.N. resolution demanding an immediate cease-fire in the war in Gaza on Wednesday because it is not linked to an immediate release of hostages taken captive by Hamas in Israel in October 2023.
The U.N. Security Council voted 14-1 in favor of the resolution sponsored by the 10 elected members on the 15-member council, but it was not adopted because of the U.S. veto.
The resolution that was put to a vote "demands an immediate, unconditional and permanent cease-fire to be respected by all parties, and further reiterates its demand for the immediate and unconditional release of all hostages."
The resolution had been sponsored by the 10 elected members on the 15-member council. Unlike the five permanent members - the U.S., Russia, China, Britain and France - the elected members have no veto power.
The Security Council in June had adopted its first resolution on a cease-fire plan aimed at ending the war between Israel and Hamas. The U.S.-sponsored resolution welcomed a cease-fire proposal announced by President Joe Biden that the United States said Israel had accepted. It called on the militant Palestinian group Hamas to accept the three-phase plan - but the war goes on.
Israeli airstrikes kill at least 15 people in Gaza, including 5 kids and 3 women
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Israeli strikes in the Gaza Strip killed 15 people Wednesday, including five children and three women, according to an AP journalist who counted the bodies.
An Israeli strike in the southern city of Khan Younis killed nine people, including four children and one woman, who were all taken to Nasser Hospital. Gaza's Civil Defense said in an update on the social media platform Telegram that the strike hit a tent sheltering displaced Palestinians. Rescuers recovered two of those killed and two others who were injured in Khan Younis.
A separate Israeli airstrike hit a school-turned-shelter in Nuseirat in central Gaza, killing six people, including two women and one child, who were all taken to Awda and Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospitals.
The Gaza Health Ministry said earlier Wednesday that 43,985 Palestinians have been killed, and 104,092 others injured since the war began on Oct. 7, 2023.
Israel explores options for delivering aid to war-ravaged Gaza
JERUSALEM -- Israel's government spokesperson has indicated that it is exploring the option of hiring a private contractor to deliver aid to war-ravaged Gaza.
Israel has come under heavy international criticism for a growing humanitarian crisis in Gaza. The U.N. and international aid agencies say Israel is failing to ensure safe conditions allowing them to work, while Israel accuses the U.N. of logistical failures. Israel also claims Hamas has stolen much of the aid.
Israeli media reported Tuesday that the government is now looking into hiring private companies to deliver aid.
Asked about the government's plans, spokesman David Mencer said: "Israel is looking at many creative solutions to ensure a better future for Gaza." The army and COGAT, the military body responsible for Palestinian humanitarian affairs, declined comment.
Aid distribution is largely coordinated by UNRWA, the U.N. Agency for Palestinian refugees. Israel accuses the agency of cooperating with Hamas and has banned it from operating on Israeli soil. UNRWA denies the accusations.
"Certainly UNRWA has provided a failed past and we are ensuring that doesn't continue into a failed future," Mencer said. With the war in its 14th month, Israel has still not laid out a postwar plan for the territory.
Aid groups say the already grave humanitarian situation in Gaza has deteriorated in recent weeks. Their efforts suffered another blow this week when armed gangs looted nearly 100 trucks loaded with food and other supplies.
Former defense minister Yoav Gallant wrote on X that handing over aid distribution to a private company was a "euphemism for the beginning of military rule." He said the move would prove dangerous for Israel's military, which would have to secure the private company's operations. 
Gallant, who disagreed with Netanyahu's management of the war in Gaza and plan for after the conflict, was dismissed by the prime minister earlier this month.
Hezbollah says it supports cease-fire negotiations but has some reservations 
BEIRUT -- Hezbollah leader Naim Kassem said in a televised speech Wednesday that the Lebanese militant group supports the ongoing negotiation process for a cease-fire with Israel after more than 13 months of fighting but had given some "remarks" on the proposal. He added that the outcome depends on Israel's response.
Kassem's speech coincided with a two-day visit to Lebanon by U.S. envoy Amos Hochstein aimed at clinching a deal to halt the war that has killed more than 3,500 people in Lebanon and more than 130 Israelis.
Speaking from an undisclosed location in a pre-recorded address, Kassem said, "We agree to the current negotiation process."
Kassem also said that Hezbollah has "some reservations" on the cease-fire proposal, which it gave to the U.S. envoy.
"The cessation of fighting depends on Israel's response and Netanyahu's seriousness," he added, referring to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. "No one can guarantee" whether this will lead to an actual cease-fire, Kassem said.
He said that any cease-fire between Hezbollah and Israel must include "a complete and comprehensive end to the aggression," preserving Lebanon's sovereignty and ruling out any freedom of movement for Israel in Lebanese territory.
Kassem said that before his predecessor, longtime Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah was killed in an Israeli strike on Sept. 27, the militant group had given its "approval of the Biden-Macron proposal" for a 21-day truce, which was under discussion at the time. 
Israeli airstrike on Palmyra kills 36 people and causes damage, Syrian media say 
DAMASCUS -- An Israeli airstrike on the Syrian town of Palmyra, known for the historic Roman temple complex nearby, killed 36 people and wounded more than 50 Wednesday, Syrian state-run media said.
The SANA news agency said the strikes also led to "significant material damage to the targeted buildings and the surrounding area."
The Israeli military declined to comment on the reported strike in Syria. Israel frequently targets military sites and facilities associated with Iran-linked groups in Syria but rarely acknowledges the strikes. The death toll from Wednesday's strike was unusually high.
It was not immediately clear if the ruins were damaged. The temple complex already suffered significant damage years ago during the Islamic State group's rampage across Syria. In 2015, the world watched in horror as the militants blew up an iconic arch and temple in Palmyra. 
Since IS lost its hold on the area, restoration work on the site has been held up by security issues, leftover IS landmines and lack of funding.
The strike in Syria comes as negotiations are underway for a potential cease-fire between Israel and the Hezbollah militant group in Lebanon, but it is unclear if the ceasefire would include Syria.
Israeli bill targets families of minors convicted of security offenses
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli parliament has passed a bill stripping some insurance benefits from families of minors convicted of security offenses.
A rights group denounced the legislation as a form of collective punishment of Palestinians.
The bill, which passed 29-8 late Monday, bans direct family members of minors convicted of security offenses from receiving a child allowance, study grants, or other welfare benefits under Israel's National Insurance program while the minor is imprisoned.
It was passed to "cause parents to supervise their children and make sure that they do not engage in terrorist activity," according to a press release on the website of the Knesset, Israel's parliament.
Legal group Adalah, which called on Israel's attorney general to withdraw the law, said the true aim of the legislation was "to impose punitive measures under the pretext of counterterrorism by denying welfare benefits."
Adalah said that because the legislation only applies to those convicted of security offenses, who are overwhelmingly Palestinian, it "creates a distinction on the basis of nationality."
It's the latest in a series of measures passed by the Knesset that have been denounced by rights groups as draconian. 
A law passed earlier this month would allow Israel to deport family members of Palestinian attackers to Gaza or other locations. In late October, the Knesset passed two laws banning UNRWA, the UN agency for Palestinian refugees, from operating on Israeli soil.
Lebanese army says one of its soldiers was killed by an Israeli airstrike
BEIRUT -- A Lebanese army soldier was killed Wednesday by an Israeli airstrike that hit his vehicle on the road linking Burj al-Muluk and Qalaa in southern Lebanon, the army said in a statement. The Israeli military said it was looking into reports. 
A day earlier, three soldiers were killed by an airstrike that targeted an army post in the town of Sarafand, near the coastal city of Saida.
Wissam Khalifa, a resident of Sarafand who lives next to the army post and was injured in the strike, said he was shocked that it was targeted.
"It's a safe residential neighborhood. There is nothing here at all" that would present a target, he said. "Regarding the martyred soldiers, I don't even know if there was a gun in the center. Why did this strike happen? We have no idea."
The Lebanese army has not been an active participant in the fighting between Israeli forces and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah over the past 13 months, but more than 40 soldiers have been killed in the conflict. 
Altogether, more than 3,500 people have been killed in Lebanon since Oct. 8, 2023, the vast majority of them in the past two months.
Wounded Al Jazeera reporter to be evacuated to Jordan for treatment
AMMAN, Jordan: Israel has allowed an Al Jazeera journalist wounded in an airstrike in Gaza last month to be evacuated to Jordan for medical treatment.
Jordan's Foreign Ministry said Wednesday that Ali al-Attar had been transferred to the kingdom with his sister in coordination with the World Health Organization. There was no immediate comment from Israel.
Al-Attar was wounded by shrapnel when Israeli forces struck makeshift points used by Hamas-run police outside a hospital in central Gaza early on Oct. 7. There were no police present at the time.
Israel banned Al-Jazeera earlier this year, accusing it of serving as a mouthpiece of Hamas. It has also accused six Al Jazeera journalists in Gaza of being current or former fighters for Hamas and another armed group.
Al Jazeera has denied the allegations and accused Israel of trying to silence critical coverage. The Qatar-based network has reported round-the-clock from Gaza since the start of the war, with its field correspondents focusing on the killing of civilians in Israeli strikes. Several Al Jazeera reporters have themselves been killed or wounded.

Al Jazeera has also regularly broadcast videos released by militant groups in their entirety, including some that show Israeli hostages speaking under duress.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-hezbollah-latest-20-november-2024-621bf47de03e7992d6ba3855a200abbc
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 13 | 
            Pete Hegseth walks to an elevator for a meeting with President-elect Donald Trump at Trump Tower in New York, Dec. 15, 2016. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 13 | 
            FILE - South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign town hall, Oct. 14, 2024, in Oaks, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Tulsi Gabbard speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        President-elect Donald Trump is filling key posts in his second administration, and it's shaping up much differently than his first. He's prioritizing loyalists for top jobs.

Trump was bruised and hampered by internal squabbles during his initial term in office. Now he appears focused on remaking the federal government in his own image. Some of his choices could face difficult confirmation battles even with Republicans in control of the U.S. Senate.

Here's a look at whom he has selected so far.
Cabinet nominees:

    









SECRETARY OF STATE: Marco Rubio



Trump named Florida Sen. Marco Rubio to be secretary of state, making the critic-turned-ally his choice for top diplomat.

Rubio, 53, is a noted hawk on China, Cuba and Iran, and was a finalist to be Trump's running mate on the Republican ticket last summer. Rubio is the vice chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee and a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

The announcement punctuates the hard pivot Rubio has made with Trump, whom the senator once called a "con man" during his unsuccessful campaign for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination. 

    



Their relationship improved dramatically while Trump was in the White House. And as Trump campaigned for the presidency a third time, Rubio cheered his proposals. For instance, Rubio, who more than a decade ago helped craft immigration legislation that included a path to citizenship for people in the U.S. illegally, now supports Trump's plan to use the U.S. military for mass deportations.
ATTORNEY GENERAL: Matt Gaetz



Trump said Wednesday he will nominate Florida Rep. Matt Gaetz to serve as his attorney general, naming a loyalist in the role of the nation's top prosecutor. 

In selecting Gaetz, 42, Trump passed over more established lawyers whose names had been mentioned as being contenders for the job. 

"Matt will end Weaponized Government, protect our Borders, dismantle Criminal Organizations and Restore Americans' badly-shattered Faith and Confidence in the Justice Department," Trump said in a statement. 

Gaetz resigned from Congress after Trump announced him. The House Ethics Committee has been investigating an allegation that Gaetz paid for sex with a 17-year-old, though that probe effectively ended when he resigned. Gaetz has denied any wrongdoing. 
DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE: Tulsi Gabbard



Former Hawaii Rep. Tulsi Gabbard has been tapped by Trump to be director of national intelligence, another example of Trump prizing loyalty over experience. 

Gabbard, 43, was a Democratic House member who unsuccessfully sought the party's 2020 presidential nomination before leaving the party in 2022. She endorsed Trump in August and campaigned often with him this fall, and she's been accused of echoing Russian propaganda.

Gabbard, who has served in the Army National Guard for more than two decades, deploying to Iraq and Kuwait, would come to the role as an outsider compared to her predecessor. The current director, Avril Haines, was confirmed by the Senate in 2021 following several years in a number of top national security and intelligence positions.
DEFENSE SECRETARY: Pete Hegseth



Hegseth, 44, was a co-host of Fox News Channel's "Fox and Friends Weekend" and has been a contributor with the network since 2014. He developed a friendship with Trump, who made regular appearances on the show.

Hegseth served in the Army National Guard from 2002 to 2021, deploying to Iraq in 2005 and Afghanistan in 2011. He has two Bronze Stars. However, Hegseth lacks senior military and national security experience. If confirmed by the Senate, he would inherit the top job during a series of global crises -- ranging from Russia's war in Ukraine and the ongoing attacks in the Middle East by Iranian proxies to the push for a cease-fire between Israel, Hamas and Hezbollah and escalating worries about the growing alliance between Russia and North Korea.

Hegseth is also the author of "The War on Warriors: Behind the Betrayal of the Men Who Keep Us Free," published earlier this year.
COMMERCE SECRETARY: Howard Lutnick 



Lutnick heads up the brokerage and investment bank Cantor Fitzgerald and is a cryptocurrency enthusiast. He is co-chair of Trump's transition operation, charged along with Linda McMahon, a former wrestling executive who previously led Trump's Small Business Administration, with helping the president-elect build a Cabinet for his second administration.

As commerce secretary, Lutnick would play a key role in carrying out Trump's plans to raise and enforce tariffs. He would oversee a sprawling Cabinet department whose oversight ranges from funding new computer chip factories and imposing trade restrictions to releasing economic data and monitoring the weather. 
HOMELAND SECURITY SECRETARY: Kristi Noem



Noem is a well-known conservative who used her two terms as South Dakota's governor to vault to a prominent position in Republican politics.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Noem did not order restrictions that other states had issued and instead declared her state "open for business." Trump held a fireworks rally at Mount Rushmore in July 2020 in one of the first large gatherings of the pandemic.

More recently, Noem faced sharp criticism for telling a story in her memoir about shooting and killing her dog.

She is set to lead a department crucial to the president-elect's hardline immigration agenda as well as other missions. Homeland Security oversees natural disaster response, the U.S. Secret Service and Transportation Security Administration agents who work at airports. 
CIA DIRECTOR: John Ratcliffe



Ratcliffe, a former U.S. House member from Texas, was director of national intelligence during the final year and a half of Trump's first term, leading the U.S. government's spy agencies during the coronavirus pandemic. 

If confirmed, Ratcliffe will have held the highest intelligence positions in the U.S. 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES SECRETARY: Robert F. Kennedy Jr.



Kennedy ran for president as a Democrat, then as an independent, and then endorsed Trump. He's the son of Democratic icon Robert Kennedy, who was assassinated during his own presidential campaign. 

The nomination alarmed people who are concerned about his record of spreading unfounded fears about vaccines. For example, he has long advanced the debunked idea that vaccines cause autism.
TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY: Sean Duffy 



Duffy is a former House member from Wisconsin who was one of Trump's most visible defenders on cable news. Duffy served in the House for nearly nine years, sitting on the Financial Services Committee and chairing the subcommittee on insurance and housing. He left Congress in 2019 for a TV career and has been the host of "The Bottom Line" on Fox Business.

Before entering politics, Duffy was a reality TV star on MTV, where he met his wife, "Fox and Friends Weekend" co-host Rachel Campos-Duffy. They have nine children. 
VETERANS AFFAIRS SECRETARY: Doug Collins



Collins is a former Republican congressman from Georgia who gained recognition for defending Trump during his first impeachment trial, which centered on U.S. assistance for Ukraine. Trump was impeached for urging Ukraine to investigate Joe Biden in 2019 during the Democratic presidential nomination, but he was acquitted by the Senate.

Collins has also served in the armed forces himself and is currently a chaplain in the United States Air Force Reserve Command.
INTERIOR SECRETARY: Doug Burgum 



The governor of North Dakota, once little-known outside his state, is a former Republican presidential primary contender who endorsed Trump and then spent months traveling to drum up support for Trump after dropping out of the race.

Burgum was a serious contender to be Trump's vice presidential choice this summer. The two-term governor was seen as a possible pick because of his executive experience and business savvy. Burgum also has close ties to deep-pocketed energy industry CEOs.

Trump initially announced his choice of Burgum while addressing a gala at his Mar-a-Lago club in Florida. His formal announcement the following day said he wanted Burgum to be Interior secretary and chairman of a new National Energy Council. Burgum will also have a seat on the National Security Council, which would be a first for the Interior secretary.
ENERGY SECRETARY: Chris Wright 



A campaign donor and CEO of Denver-based Liberty Energy, Write is a vocal advocate of oil and gas development, including fracking -- a key pillar of Trump's quest to achieve U.S. "energy dominance" in the global market. 

Wright also has been one of the industry's loudest voices against efforts to fight climate change. He said the climate movement around the world is "collapsing under its own weight." The Energy Department is responsible for advancing energy, environmental and nuclear security of the United States. 

Wright also won support from influential conservatives, including oil and gas tycoon Harold Hamm. Hamm, executive chairman of Oklahoma-based Continental Resources, a major shale oil company, is a longtime Trump supporter and adviser who played a key role on energy issues in Trump's first term. 
EDUCATION SECRETARY: Linda McMahon



McMahon, a billionaire professional wrestling mogul, would be making a return appearance in a second Trump administration. She led the Small Business Administration from 2017 to 2019 during Trump's first term and twice ran unsuccessfully in Connecticut as a Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate. She served on the Connecticut Board of Education for a year starting in 2009 and has spent years on the board of trustees for Sacred Heart University. She has expressed support for charter schools and school choice.





ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY ADMINISTRATOR: Lee Zeldin

Zeldin does not appear to have any experience in environmental issues, but is a longtime supporter of the former president. The 44-year-old former U.S. House member from New York wrote on X, "We will restore US energy dominance, revitalize our auto industry to bring back American jobs, and make the US the global leader of AI." 

"We will do so while protecting access to clean air and water," he added. 

During his campaign, Trump often attacked the Biden administration's promotion of electric vehicles, and incorrectly referred to a tax credit for EV purchases as a government mandate. Trump also often told his audiences during the campaign that his administration would "drill, baby, drill," referring to his support for expanded petroleum exploration. 

___
White House staff:














CHIEF OF STAFF: Susie Wiles



Wiles, 67, was a senior adviser to Trump's 2024 presidential campaign and its de facto manager. 

She has a background in Florida politics, helping Ron DeSantis win his first race for Florida governor. Six years later, she was key to Trump's defeat of him in the 2024 Republican primary.

Wiles' hire was Trump's first major decision as president-elect and one that could be a defining test of his incoming administration considering her close relationship with him. Wiles is said to have earned Trump's trust in part by guiding what was the most disciplined of Trump's three presidential campaigns. 

Wiles was able to help keep Trump on track as few others have, not by criticizing his impulses, but by winning his respect by demonstrating his success after taking her advice. 
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER: Mike Waltz



Waltz is a three-term Republican congressman from east-central Florida. A former Army Green Beret, he served multiple tours in Afghanistan and also worked in the Pentagon as a policy adviser when Donald Rumsfeld and Robert Gates were defense chiefs.

He is considered hawkish on China, and called for a U.S. boycott of the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing due to its involvement in the origin of COVID-19 and its mistreatment of the minority Muslim Uighur population.
BORDER CZAR: Tom Homan



Homan, 62, has been tasked with Trump's top priority of carrying out the largest deportation operation in the nation's history. 

He led the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement in Trump's first administration and said at a conference over the summer that he would be willing to "run the biggest deportation operation this country's ever seen."

Democrats have criticized Homan for defending Trump's "zero tolerance" policy on border crossings during his first administration, which led to the separation of thousands of parents and children seeking asylum at the border. 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF FOR POLICY: Stephen Miller



Miller, an immigration hardliner, was a vocal spokesperson during the presidential campaign for Trump's priority of mass deportations. The 39-year-old was a senior adviser during Trump's first administration. 

Miller has been a central figure in some of Trump's policy decisions, notably his move to separate thousands of immigrant families. Trump argued throughout the campaign that the nation's economic, national security and social priorities could be met by deporting people who are in the United States illegally. 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF: Dan Scavino



Scavino was an adviser in all three of the president-elect's campaigns, and the transition team referred to him as one of "Trump's longest serving and most trusted aides." He will be deputy chief of staff and assistant to the president. He previously ran Trump's social media profile in the White House during his first administration. 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF: James Blair



Blair was political director for Trump's 2024 campaign and for the Republican National Committee. He will be deputy chief of staff for legislative, political and public affairs and assistant to the president. Blair was key to Trump's economic messaging during his winning White House comeback campaign.
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF: Taylor Budowich



Budowich is a veteran Trump campaign aide who launched and directed Make America Great Again, Inc., a super PAC that supported Trump's 2024 campaign. He will be deputy chief of staff for communications and personnel and assistant to the president.
WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY: Karoline Leavitt 



Leavitt, 27, was Trump's campaign press secretary and currently a spokesperson for his transition. She would be the youngest White House press secretary in history. 

Leavitt worked in the White House press office during Trump's first term. 

In 2022, she ran for Congress in New Hampshire, winning a 10-way Republican primary before losing to Democratic Rep. Chris Pappas.
WHITE HOUSE COUNSEL: William McGinley



McGinley was White House Cabinet secretary during Trump's first administration, and was outside legal counsel for the Republican National Committee's election integrity effort during the 2024 campaign. 

____
Ambassadors and envoys and other key posts


SPECIAL ENVOY TO THE MIDDLE EAST: Steven Witkoff



The 67-year-old Witkoff is the president-elect's golf partner and was golfing with him at Trump's club in West Palm Beach, Florida, on Sept. 15, when the former president was the target of a second attempted assassination.

Trump also named Witkoff co-chair, with former Georgia Sen. Kelly Loeffler, of his inaugural committee. 
AMBASSADOR TO ISRAEL: Mike Huckabee



Huckabee is a staunch defender of Israel and his intended nomination comes as Trump has promised to align U.S. foreign policy more closely with Israel's interests as it wages wars against the Iran-backed Hamas and Hezbollah. 

Huckabee, who ran unsuccessfully for the Republican presidential nomination in 2008 and 2016, has been a popular figure among evangelical Christian conservatives, many of whom support Israel due to Old Testament writings that Jews are God's chosen people and that Israel is their rightful homeland. 

Huckabee has rejected a Palestinian homeland in territory occupied by Israel, calling for a so-called "one-state solution."
AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS: Elise Stefanik



Stefanik is a U.S. representative from New York and one of Trump's staunchest defenders going back to his first impeachment. 

Elected to the House in 2014, Stefanik was selected by her GOP House colleagues as House Republican Conference chair in 2021, when former Wyoming Rep. Liz Cheney was removed from the post after publicly criticizing Trump for falsely claiming he won the 2020 election. Stefanik, 40, has served in that role ever since as the third-ranking member of House leadership. 

Stefanik's questioning of university presidents over antisemitism on their campuses helped lead to two of those presidents resigning, further raising her national profile. 
AMBASSADOR TO NATO: Matthew Whitaker 



A former acting attorney general during Trump's first administration and tight end on the University of Iowa football team, Whitaker, 55, has a background is in law enforcement but not in foreign policy. 

A fierce Trump localist, Whitaker, is also a former U.S. attorney in Iowa and served as acting attorney general between November 2018 and February 2019 without Senate confirmation, until William Barr was confirmed for the role. That was when special counsel Robert Mueller's investigation into Russian election interference was drawing to a close. 

Whitaker also faced questions about his past business dealings, including his ties to an invention-promotion company that was accused of misleading consumers.
AMBASSADOR TO CANADA: Pete Hoekstra



A Republican congressman from Michigan who served from 1993 to 2011, Hoekstra was ambassador to the Netherlands during Trump's first term. 

"In my Second Term, Pete will help me once again put AMERICA FIRST," Trump said in a statement announcing his choice. "He did an outstanding job as United States Ambassador to the Netherlands during our first four years, and I am confident that he will continue to represent our Country well in this new role."
CENTERS FOR MEDICAID AND MEDICARE SERVICES: Dr. Mehmet Oz



Oz, 64, is a former heart surgeon who hosted "The Dr. Oz Show," a long-running daytime television talk show. He ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate as the Republican nominee in 2022 and is an outspoken supporter of Trump, who endorsed Oz's bid for elected office. 

___


Associated Press writers Farnoush Amiri, Lolita C. Baldor, Jill Colvin, Matthew Daly, Edith M. Lederer, Adriana Gomez Licon, Lisa Mascaro, Chris Megerian, Zeke Miller, Michelle L. Price, Will Weissert and Darlene Superville contributed to this report. 
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            A Venezuelan man has been convicted of murder in the killing of Georgia nursing student Laken Riley. The killing added fuel to the national debate over immigration when federal authorities said Ibarra illegally entered the U.S. in 2022.
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            Jose Ibarra listens through an interpreter during his trial at Athens-Clarke County Superior Court, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Athens, Ga. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, Pool)
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            From left, Connolly Huth, roommate of Laken Riley, Lauren Phillips, sister of Laken Riley, and Sofia Magana, roommate of Laken Riley, react as Superior Court Judge H. Patrick Haggard announces the verdict during a trial of Jose Ibarra at Athens-Clarke County Superior Court, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Athens, Ga. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, Pool)
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            Prosecutor Sheila Ross presents her closing arguments before Superior Court Judge H. Patrick Haggard during a trial of Jose Ibarra at Athens-Clarke County Superior Court, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Athens, Ga. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 13 | 
            Defense attorney John Donnelly, right, speaks to prosecutor Sheila Ross, left, as he speaks before Superior Court Judge H. Patrick Haggard during the trial of Jose Ibarra at Athens-Clarke County Superior Court, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Athens, Ga. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, Pool)
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            Jose Ibarra listens through an interpreter during his trial at Athens-Clarke County Superior Court, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Athens, Ga. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, Pool)
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            Family members and friends of Laken Riley react as Superior Court Judge H. Patrick Haggard announces the verdict during a trial of Jose Ibarra at Athens-Clarke County Superior Court, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Athens, Ga. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, Pool)
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            From left, Connolly Huth, roommate of Laken Riley, Lauren Phillips, sister of Laken Riley, and Sofia Magana, roommate of Laken Riley, react as Superior Court Judge H. Patrick Haggard announces the verdict during a trial of Jose Ibarra at Athens-Clarke County Superior Court, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Athens, Ga. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, Pool)
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                                        ATHENS, Ga. (AP) -- The Venezuelan man convicted of killing Georgia nursing student Laken Riley has been sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole in a case that became a flashpoint in the national debate over immigration.
Jose Ibarra was charged with murder and other crimes in Riley's February death, and Wednesday's guilty verdict was reached by Athens-Clarke County Superior Court Judge H. Patrick Haggard. Ibarra, 26, had waived his right to a jury trial, meaning Haggard alone heard and decided the case. 
Haggard found Ibarra guilty of all 10 counts against him: one count of malice murder; three counts of felony murder; and one count each of kidnapping with bodily injury, aggravated assault with intent to rape, aggravated battery, obstructing an emergency call, evidence tampering and being a peeping Tom. 
Prosecutors said Ibarra encountered Riley while she was running on the University of Georgia campus on Feb. 22 and killed her during a struggle. Riley, 22, was a student at Augusta University College of Nursing, which also has a campus in Athens, about 70 miles (115 kilometers) east of Atlanta.

    


Prosecutors decided before trial not to seek the death penalty.




Riley's family and friends tearfully remembered her and asked Haggard to sentence Ibarra to the maximum penalty. Her mother, Allyson Phillips, said there is "no end to the pain, suffering and loss we have experienced and will continue to endure."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This sick, twisted and evil coward showed no regard for Laken or human life. We are asking that the same be done for him," she told the judge.
Riley's younger sister, Lauren Phillips, a freshman at the University of Georgia, talked about the pain of living without her "favorite person" and "biggest role model" and the effect her sister's death has had on her.
"I cannot walk around my own college campus because I'm terrified of people like Jose Ibarra," she said.

    


Ibarra did not react as an interpreter relayed their words to him, but did appear to be looking at the speakers at times.
Defense attorney John Donnelly asked Haggard to give Ibarra two consecutive life sentences but to allow him the eventual possibility of parole.
Prosecutor Sheila Ross asked the judge for the maximum sentence, saying Riley's family should never have to worry about Ibarra being released. 
"You can't bring her back and it's horrible. What you can do is give comfort with your sentence," Ross said. 
Haggard ultimately gave Ibarra the maximum sentence he could impose, including life in prison without the possibility of parole on the malice murder count.
Riley's killing added fuel to the national debate over immigration when federal authorities said Ibarra illegally entered the U.S. in 2022 and was allowed to stay in the country while he pursued his immigration case. President-elect Donald Trump and other Republicans blamed Riley's death on the policies of Democratic President Joe Biden.
Trump applauded the verdict in a social media post, writing, "We love you, Laken, and our hearts will always be with you. It is time to secure our Border, and remove these criminals and thugs from our Country, so nothing like this can happen again!"

    


"Laken Riley herself has given you all the evidence you need" to find Ibarra guilty on all counts, Ross told the judge during her closing. She added that the physical evidence was sufficient and corroborated by forensic, digital and video evidence to "twist this very powerful knot that this defendant cannot get out of. There is no way out for him."
The evidence shows that Ibarra killed Riley "because she would not let him rape her."
Ross said Ibarra's DNA was found under Riley's fingernails and her DNA and Ibarra's were found on a jacket that police found in a trash bin in his apartment complex. A man seen in security footage throwing that jacket away was identified as Ibarra by his brother and another roommate, she said.
Riley was wearing "tight running clothes that are designed not to move," Ross said. When her body was found, the waistband of her running tights was pulled down and her jacket, shirt and sports bra were pulled up, evidence that her clothes were displaced by an attempted sexual assault not by dragging, Ross said.

    


Surveillance video showed a man wearing clothes that appeared to match those seen in a selfie Ibarra snapped on his phone earlier that morning, lingering outside the apartment of a female graduate student. That student told police someone tried to get in the front door while she was in the shower and peered through her window.
Ibarra was "out prowling and hunting females" and when he couldn't get in the apartment, he turned to the running trails looking for a victim, Ross said.
Defense attorney Kaitlyn Beck told the judge that the evidence was circumstantial and did not definitively prove Ibarra's guilt. 

    


"Because the evidence is subject to more than one interpretation, it is not beyond a reasonable doubt," she said.
Beck tried to cast doubt on a method of DNA testing used to test some of the evidence. She noted that when a fingerprint found on Riley's phone was entered into a database, Ibarra didn't come back as a match and a specialist visually matched the prints. 
Beck said there was "doubt based on what was tested and on what was not tested" because investigators did not test some of the evidence they had gathered.
Throughout their questioning of witnesses and in Beck's closing, defense attorneys tried to create doubt about Jose Ibarra's guilt by suggesting that his brother, Diego, could not be excluded as a suspect.

The trial began Friday, and prosecutors called more than a dozen law enforcement officers, Riley's roommates and a woman who lived in the same apartment as Ibarra. Defense attorneys called a police officer, a jogger and one of Ibarra's neighbors on Tuesday and rested their case Wednesday morning.
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            Republicans on the House Ethics Committee voted Wednesday against releasing a report on their long-running investigation into President-elect Donald Trump's nominee for attorney general, former Rep. Matt Gaetz.
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            President-elect Donald Trump's choice for attorney general, Matt Gaetz, has launched an effort to personally secure his embattled nomination, meeting behind closed doors with Republican senators who have questions about the sexual misconduct and other allegations against him.
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            Matt Gaetz talks before President-elect Donald Trump speaks during an America First Policy Institute gala at his Mar-a-Lago estate, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- House Ethics Committee Republicans voted Wednesday against releasing the panel's long-running investigation into President-elect Donald Trump's nominee for attorney general, former Rep. Matt Gaetz, the top Democrat on the panel said.
The outcome, however, is only a temporary reprieve for Gaetz, who faces allegations of sexual misconduct, as he works to personally secure his embattled nomination to be the nation's top law enforcement official. 
The House panel expects to meet again Dec. 5 to reconsider releasing its findings. 
"There was no consensus on this issue," said Rep. Susan Wild of Pennsylvania, the panel's ranking Democrat, who said the vote fell along party lines on the evenly split committee.
The standoff comes as Trump and Gaetz are digging in for a potentially lengthy, brutal confirmation fight ahead. Gaetz met privately for hours Wednesday with Republican senators who have heard questions about the allegations and will be considering their votes on his nomination.

    


Trump has in Gaetz a valued ally who is bringing wide-ranging proposals to rid the Department of Justice of those perceived to have "weaponized" their work against the president-elect, his allies and conservatives in general.




At least one Republican senator decried the scrutiny as a "lynch mob" forming against Gaetz.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


"I'm not going to legitimize the process to destroy the man because people don't like his politics," said Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., as he left the private senators' meeting.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"He deserves a chance to make his argument why he should be attorney general," Graham said. "No rubber stamp, no lynch mob."
Sen. Josh Hawley, R-Mo., who is supportive of Gaetz's nomination, emerged saying: "If you have concerns, that's fine. But don't make up your mind yet. Let the guy testify first."
Gaetz has long denied the mounting allegations against him.

    


The House ethics panel, however, is not finished with its work.
Wild said the committee voted at a lengthy closed-door meeting, and no Republican joined Democrats who wanted to release the report. A vote to release just the exhibits underlying the report also failed along party lines, according to a person granted anonymity to discuss the private session. 
However, the House committee did vote to complete the report, which passed with some Republican support, the person said.
Wild said she was compelled to speak up after the panel's Republican chairman, Rep. Michael Guest of Mississippi, characterized what had transpired at its session. He had said there was no agreement reached on the matter. 
As Gaetz mounts his campaign for confirmation, Trump himself told senators that he hoped "to get Matt across the finish line," said Sen. Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., who was with the president-elect and others for a SpaceX rocket launch Tuesday with billionaire Elon Musk in Texas.
Vice President-elect JD Vance, an Ohio senator, was shepherding Gaetz through the Senate talks, largely with members of the Judiciary Committee that will be the first stop in confirmation proceedings. The meeting with Senate allies was largely a strategy session where he emphasized the need to get a hearing where he could lay out his and Trump's vision for the Justice Department.

    


It follows a meeting Gaetz had at the start of the week with the conservative House Freedom Caucus, whose members have expressed enthusiasm for his approach to wholesale changes, which have instilled a climate of anxiety and dismay at the department.
Vance reminded the GOP senators that Trump's presidential victory had coattails that boosted their ranks to the majority. "He deserves a Cabinet that is loyal to the agenda he was elected to implement," the outgoing Ohio senator posted on social media. 
At the same time, attorneys involved in a civil case brought by a Gaetz associate were notified this week that an unauthorized person accessed a file shared between lawyers that included unredacted depositions in a federal probe from a woman who has said Gaetz had sex with her when she was 17, and a second woman who says she saw the encounter, according to attorney Joel Leppard.

    


The Senate Judiciary Committee's Democrats sent a letter Wednesday asking FBI Director Christopher Wray to provide to the panel "the complete evidentiary file," including the forms memorializing interviews "in the closed investigation of former Congressman Matt Gaetz's alleged sex trafficking of minors." 
Gaetz has said the department's investigation into sex trafficking allegations involving underage girls, separate from the House committee's probe, had ended with no federal charges against him. 
"The grave public allegations against Mr. Gaetz speak directly to his fitness to serve as the chief law enforcement officer for the federal government," wrote Judiciary Chairman Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., and others on the panel.

    


While House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., has said the committee should not release the report because Gaetz swiftly resigned his congressional seat after Trump announced the nomination, several GOP senators have indicated they want all information before having to make a decision on how they would vote.
Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, who also met with Gaetz, said of the committee's report, "We didn't get into a lot of detail as to what he expects to be in there, but he expressed confidence that what is before the committee are a series of false accusations."
Gaetz emerged at congressional oversight hearings as he railed against what conservatives claim is favoritism within the Justice Department, which indicted Trump over alleged mishandling of classified documents after he left office and for his efforts to overturn the 2020 election before the Jan. 6, 2021, attack at the Capitol.
But the president-elect's pick has been among his most surprising and provocative.
Sen. Marsha Blackburn, R-Tenn., a Trump ally, said she had a great meeting with Gaetz and looked forward to "a speedy confirmation for our next attorney general." She wrote on social media that Trump's Cabinet "is going to shake up the D.C. swamp, and we look forward to moving his nominees."
Cramer still said Gaetz had a "steep climb" to confirmation.
"Donald Trump is understandably, legitimately and authentically concerned that he has an attorney general that's willing to do what he wants him to do," Cramer said. "Matt Gaetz is definitely the guy that will not hold on any punches. "

As soon as the new Congress convenes Jan. 3, 2025, when Republicans take majority control, senators are expected to begin holding hearings on Trump's nominees, with voting possible on Inauguration Day, Jan. 20.
___
Associated Press writer Mary Clare Jalonick contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gaetz-trump-attorney-general-sexual-misconduct-5f9c684bb695df143beffbf8f956b09c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Biden has become notably quiet after the 2024 election and Democrats' loss

    Biden has become notably quiet after the 2024 election and Democrats' loss

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            President Joe Biden arrives on Air Force One late Tuesday, Nov. 19 2024, at Joint Base Andrews, from G20 Summit in Rio de Janeiro. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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            U.S. President Joe Biden attends the G20 Summit leaders meeting in Rio de Janeiro, Monday, Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden has been notably quiet since the Democrats' gut-wrenching defeat at the polls. 
After warning voters for years that a Donald Trump win would be calamitous for American democracy, Biden has gone largely silent on his concerns about what lays ahead for America and he has yet to substantively reflect on why Democrats were decisively defeated up and down the ballot. 
His only public discussion of the outcome of the election came in a roughly six-minute speech in the Rose Garden two days after the election, when he urged people to "see each other not as adversaries but as fellow Americans" and to "bring down the temperature." Since then, there's been hardly a public peep -- including over the course of Biden's six-day visit to South America that concluded on Tuesday evening. His only public comments during the trip came during brief remarks before meetings with government officials and a climate-related speech during a visit to the Amazon.

    


At a delicate moment in the U.S. -- and for the world -- Biden's silence may be leaving a vacuum. But his public reticence has also underscored a new reality: America and the rest of the world is already moving on.




"His race is over. His day is done," said David Axelrod, who served as a senior adviser in the Obama-Biden White House. "It's up to a new generation of leaders to chart the path forward, as I'm sure they will."

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


Edward Frantz, a historian at the University of Indianapolis, said Biden's relative silence in the aftermath of the Republican win is in some ways understandable. Still, he argued, there's good reason for Biden to be more active in trying to shape the narrative during his final months in office.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"The last time a president left office so irrelevant or rejected by the populace was Jimmy Carter," said Frantz, referring to the last one-term Democrat in the White House. "History has allowed for the great rehabilitation of Carter, in part, because of all he did in his post-presidency. At 82, I'm not sure Biden has the luxury of time. The longer he waits, the longer he can't find something to say, he risks ceding shaping his legacy at least in how he's seen in the near term."

    


Biden's allies say the president -- like Democrats writ large -- is privately processing the election defeat, stressing that it's barely been two weeks since Trump's win. Biden hasn't been vocally introspective about his role in the loss, and still has a lot to unpack, they said. 
Biden, in his speech after the election, said: "Campaigns are contests of competing visions. The country chooses one or the other. We accept the choice the country made. I've said many times you can't love your country only when you win."
Biden's aides say the president's insistence on following electoral traditions -- ensuring an orderly transition and inviting Trump to the White House -- is especially important because Trump flouted them four years ago, when he actively tried to overturn the results of the election he lost and helped incite a mob that rioted at the U.S. Capitol. 

    


But that doesn't mean Biden isn't privately stewing over the results even as he doesn't say much in public. 
White House spokesman Andrew Bates said Biden believes that it is "critical to respect the will of the voters by providing an orderly transition and peaceful transfer of power. President Biden was honest with the American people about the stakes for democracy, and his views are unchanged -- which is all the more reason to uphold his principles and lead by example." 
During his six-day visit to Peru and Brazil for meetings with global leaders, Biden declined to hold a news conference -- typically a set piece for American presidents during such travel. Biden already was far less likely to hold news conferences than his contemporaries, but his staff often points to off-the-cuff moments when he answers questions from reporters who travel everywhere with him. In this case, he's yet to engage even in an impromptu Q&A on the election or other matters. 

    


And notably this week, Biden left it to allies Emmanuel Macron of France and Justin Trudeau of Canada to offer public explanations of his critical decision to loosen restrictions on Ukraine's use of longer-range American weapons in its war with Russia. 
Biden, for whom Ukraine has been a major focal point of his presidency, had long been concerned about escalation should the U.S. relax restrictions, and was cognizant of how Moscow might respond had he seemed to be thumping his chest at President Vladimir Putin. But Ukraine has also been a touchy subject because of Trump, who has claimed he'd end the war immediately and has long espoused admiration for Putin. 
The GOP victory -- Trump won both the popular vote and Electoral College count, and Republicans won control of Congress -- comes as the president and Vice President Kamala Harris have both sounded dire alarms over what a Trump presidency might mean. Harris called Trump a fascist. Biden told Americans the very foundation of the nation was at stake, and he said world leaders, too, were concerned. 

    


"Every international meeting I attend," Biden said after a trip in September to Germany, "they pull me aside -- one leader after the other, quietly -- and say, 'Joe, he can't win. My democracy is at stake.'"
His voice rising, Biden then asked if "America walks away, who leads the world? Who? Name me a country."
Perhaps the most important moment of his time in South America was a meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Peru. His public comments at the start of that meeting were notably more backward looking than Xi's, the leader of America's most powerful geopolitical competitor.
"I'm very proud of the progress we've both made together," said Biden, fondly recalling a visit near the Tibetan plateau with Xi years ago. He added, "We haven't always agreed, but our conversations have always been candid and always been frank."
Xi, by contrast, looked past Biden in his remarks and sought to send a clear message to Trump.
"China is ready to work with the new U.S. administration to maintain communication, expand cooperation, and manage differences so as to strive for a steady transition of the China-U.S. relationship for the benefit of the two peoples," Xi said, while urging American leadership to make a "wise choice" as it manages the relationship.
The president also seemed in no mood to engage with reporters throughout his time in South America. Since Election Day, he's only briefly acknowledged media questions twice. 
In one of those exchanges, he responded to a question from an Israeli reporter about whether he believed he could get a cease-fire deal in Gaza done before he leaves office with a sarcastic reply: "Do you think you can keep from getting hit in the head by a camera behind you?"
The terse answers and silence haven't stopped reporters from trying to engage him.
Over the course of his six-day trip, he ignored questions about his decision on providing antipersonnel mines to Ukraine, reflections on the election, and even why he's not answering questions from the press.
As he got ready to board Air Force One in Rio de Janeiro on Tuesday to make his way home, one reporter even tried endearing herself to the president by pointing to Biden's 82nd birthday on Wednesday. 

"Mr. President, happy early birthday! For your birthday, will you talk to us, sir?" the reporter said. "As a gift to the press will you please talk to us? Mr. President! President Biden, please! We haven't heard from you all trip!"
Biden got on the plane without answering. 
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            China's President Xi Jinping, left center, and Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, walk into the Alvorada palace after attending a welcoming ceremony in Brasilia, Brazil, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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            Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, right, and China's President Xi Jinping attend a news conference at Alvorada palace in Brasilia, Brazil, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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            Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping spoke on the conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza after signing bilateral agreements in Brasilia on Wednesday. (AP video: Eduardo Francois)
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                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva on Wednesday welcomed China's President Xi Jinping for a state visit at the Alvorada Palace in Brasilia, the latest sign of deepening ties between the two countries that analysts say may accelerate as Donald Trump returns to the White House in 2025.
China overtook the U.S. as Brazil's biggest export market in 2009. Since then, the links between the two nations have strengthened in trade and investment -- and on Wednesday the two leaders signed 37 agreements in areas ranging from trade and tourism to agriculture, industry, science and technology, health, energy, culture and education.
That reflects a broader trend, experts said. Last week, Xi inaugurated a $1.3 billion megaport in Peru, perhaps the clearest sign of Latin America's reorientation.
"Latin America has always been forgotten by the United States and the European Union. Who fills that void? China," said Flavia Loss, an international relations professor at Foundation School of Sociology and Politics in Sao Paulo.

    


"Donald Trump's election is already accelerating this proximity. We're clearly seeing it happening now, live," she added.




The state visit by the Chinese leader comes more than a year after Lula visited China seeking to strengthen ties and mend relations with its biggest trade partner after a rocky period under his predecessor, Jair Bolsonaro.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Bolsonaro's lawmaker son Eduardo blamed the COVID-19 pandemic on the Chinese Communist Party and referred to the giant Chinese technology company Huawei as "Chinese espionage," prompting sharp rebukes. During eight months in 2022, China did not have an ambassador in Brazil.
Lula has taken an opposite stance. Repairing relations with China is also part of his strategy to replace Brazil on the international scene after a period of isolation under Bolsonaro who showed little interest in global affairs.

    


In remarks to journalists on Wednesday, Lula said that what China and Brazil do together "reverberates around the world" highlighting the collaboration of both countries within the United Nations and BRICS group of developing nations.
Xi referred to China and Brazil as "reliable friends with a shared destiny and positive forces to promote peace."
From January to October 2024, trade between the countries amounted to $136.3 billion, according to a Nov. 13 statement from Brazil's presidential palace.
"Since 2004, when President Lula visited China for the first time, bilateral trade has grown more than 17 times. Exports to China were greater than the sum of our sales to the United States and the European Union," Eduardo Saboia, secretary for Asia and the Pacific at the ministry of foreign affairs, said in the statement.
China has been pressuring Brazil to join its Belt and Road Initiative, BRI, which started as a program for Chinese companies to build transportation, energy and other infrastructure around the world.
While initially cautious, Brazil has considered the idea and is seeking partners in areas such as funds to limit human-caused climate change and finance adaptation measures, said Pedro Brites, an expert on China at the Getulio Vargas Foundation, a university and think tank in Sao Paulo.

    


"But Brazil, as this state visit shows, has managed to seal good agreements with China without having joined, so I don't know if the gain is still worth it in Brazil's calculation," he added.

While Trump's return to the White House may accelerate the proximity between China and Brazil, adhering too much to Chinese leadership could come with a cost for the South American nation, causing rifts with Washington and European nations, said Brites.
"Brazil will maintain its rapprochement and bargain to a certain extent, but I think there will be a limit," he added.
Associated Press writer Didi Tang, in Washington, D.C., contributed. 
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            A parole board voted unanimously Wednesday to deny Susan Smith parole, 30 years after she killed her two young sons by rolling a car into a South Carolina lake while the children were strapped in their car seats. (AP video: Erik Verduzco)
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            In an image taken from Court TV pool video, Susan Smith is seen testifying via video on Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024, at a South Carolina parole hearing on her life sentence for murder in the deaths of her two young sons 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Walter Ratliff, Pool)
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            David Smith stands with a photo of his two boys as he walks to a press conference after a parole hearing for convicted murderer Susan Smith in Columbia, S.C., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Yeazell)
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            Susan and David Smith address reporters Nov. 2, 1994 during a news conference in Union, S.C. They pleaded for the safe return of their sons, 14-month-old Alex, and Michael, 3, who had been missing since an alleged car-jack-kidnapping over a week earlier. (AP photo/Mary Ann Chastain)
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            FILE - The grave of Michael and Alex Smith at the Bogansville Methodist Church in West Springs, S.C., July 23, 1995. (AP Photo/Ruth Fremson, file)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 13 | 
            David Smith, center, waits to speak at a press conference following a parole hearing for convicted murderer Susan Smith in Columbia, S.C., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Yeazell)
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            In an image taken from Court TV pool video, Susan Smith is seen testifying via video on Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024, at a South Carolina parole hearing on her life sentence for murder in the deaths of her two young sons 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Walter Ratliff, Pool)
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            This May 24, 2021 mage provided by the South Carolina Department of Corrections shows Susan Smith. (South Carolina Department of Corrections via AP)
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            In an image taken from Court TV pool video, Susan Smith is seen testifying via video on Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024, at a South Carolina parole hearing on her life sentence for murder in the deaths of her two young sons 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Walter Ratliff, Pool)
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            Former solicitor Tommy Pope, center, right, speaks during a press conference after a parole hearing for convicted murderer Susan Smith in Columbia, S.C., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Yeazell)
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            In an image taken from Court TV pool video, Susan Smith is seen testifying via video on Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024, at a South Carolina parole hearing on her life sentence for murder in the deaths of her two young sons 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Walter Ratliff, Pool)
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            Former solicitor Tommy Pope, right, speaks during a press conference after a parole hearing for convicted murderer Susan Smith in Columbia, S.C., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Yeazell)
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            FILE - In a July 9, 1995 file photo, visitors walk down the ramp where Alex and Michael Smith were drowned in a car in 1994 in Union, S.C., by their mother, Susan Smith. (AP Photo/Lou Krasky, File)
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                                    A parole board voted unanimously Wednesday to deny Susan Smith parole, 30 years after she killed her two young sons by rolling a car into a South Carolina lake while the children were strapped in their car seats. (AP video: Erik Verduzco)
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            In an image taken from Court TV pool video, Susan Smith is seen testifying via video on Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024, at a South Carolina parole hearing on her life sentence for murder in the deaths of her two young sons 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Walter Ratliff, Pool)
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            Susan and David Smith address reporters Nov. 2, 1994 during a news conference in Union, S.C. They pleaded for the safe return of their sons, 14-month-old Alex, and Michael, 3, who had been missing since an alleged car-jack-kidnapping over a week earlier. (AP photo/Mary Ann Chastain)
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            FILE - The grave of Michael and Alex Smith at the Bogansville Methodist Church in West Springs, S.C., July 23, 1995. (AP Photo/Ruth Fremson, file)
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            In an image taken from Court TV pool video, Susan Smith is seen testifying via video on Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024, at a South Carolina parole hearing on her life sentence for murder in the deaths of her two young sons 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Walter Ratliff, Pool)
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            This May 24, 2021 mage provided by the South Carolina Department of Corrections shows Susan Smith. (South Carolina Department of Corrections via AP)
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            In an image taken from Court TV pool video, Susan Smith is seen testifying via video on Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024, at a South Carolina parole hearing on her life sentence for murder in the deaths of her two young sons 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Walter Ratliff, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 13

                                    
                                    In an image taken from Court TV pool video, Susan Smith is seen testifying via video on Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024, at a South Carolina parole hearing on her life sentence for murder in the deaths of her two young sons 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Walter Ratliff, Pool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 13 | 
            Former solicitor Tommy Pope, center, right, speaks during a press conference after a parole hearing for convicted murderer Susan Smith in Columbia, S.C., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Yeazell)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 13

                                    
                                    Former solicitor Tommy Pope, center, right, speaks during a press conference after a parole hearing for convicted murderer Susan Smith in Columbia, S.C., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Yeazell)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 13 | 
            In an image taken from Court TV pool video, Susan Smith is seen testifying via video on Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024, at a South Carolina parole hearing on her life sentence for murder in the deaths of her two young sons 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Walter Ratliff, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 13

                                    
                                    In an image taken from Court TV pool video, Susan Smith is seen testifying via video on Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024, at a South Carolina parole hearing on her life sentence for murder in the deaths of her two young sons 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Walter Ratliff, Pool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 13 | 
            Former solicitor Tommy Pope, right, speaks during a press conference after a parole hearing for convicted murderer Susan Smith in Columbia, S.C., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Yeazell)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 13

                                    
                                    Former solicitor Tommy Pope, right, speaks during a press conference after a parole hearing for convicted murderer Susan Smith in Columbia, S.C., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/David Yeazell)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 13 | 
            FILE - In a July 9, 1995 file photo, visitors walk down the ramp where Alex and Michael Smith were drowned in a car in 1994 in Union, S.C., by their mother, Susan Smith. (AP Photo/Lou Krasky, File)
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- A parole board decided unanimously Wednesday that Susan Smith should remain in prison, despite her plea that God has forgiven her for infamously killing her two young sons 30 years ago by rolling her car into a South Carolina lake while they were strapped in their car seats.
It was the first parole hearing for Smith, 53, who is serving a life sentence after a jury convicted her of murder but decided to spare her the death penalty. She is eligible for a parole hearing every two years now that she has spent 30 years behind bars.
Smith made her case by video link from prison. She started by saying she was "very sorry," then broke down in tears and bowed her head.
"I know what I did was horrible," Smith said, pausing and then continuing with a wavering voice. "And I would give anything if I could go back and change it."

    


In her final statements, Smith said God has forgiven her. "I ask that you show that same kind of mercy, as well," she said.
Smith made international headlines in 1994 when she insisted for nine days that a Black carjacker drove away with her sons. Prosecutors have long argued that Smith killed 3-year-old Michael and 14-month-old Alex because she believed they were the reason the wealthy son of the owner of the business where she worked broke off their affair. Her attorneys blame her mental health.




A group of about 15 people urged against parole. They included her ex-husband and the father of the boys, David Smith; his family members; prosecutors; and law enforcement officials. Along with a few others, David Smith had a photo of Michael and Alex pinned to his suit jacket.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He struggled to get out words at first, pausing several times to compose himself. He said he has never seen Susan Smith express remorse toward him. "She changed my life for the rest of my life that night," he said.
"I'm asking that you please, deny her parole today, and hopefully in the future, but specifically today," he said, adding that he plans to attend each parole hearing to make sure Michael and Alex aren't forgotten.

    


A decision to grant parole requires a two-thirds vote of board members present, according to the state. Parole in South Carolina is granted only about 8% of the time and is less likely with an inmate's first appearance before the board, in notorious cases, or when prosecutors and the families of victims are opposed.
Before Smith testified, she listened stoically to a statement from her attorney, Tommy Thomas. He called her situation one about "the dangers of untreated mental health." He also noted she had no criminal history before her conviction, making her "low risk" to the public.
The board's decision was the one David Smith had hoped for, Smith said in a news conference following the hearing. "In two more years, we'll go through this again," he said. "But at least I know, for now, she'll still be behind bars."
The family and prosecution had been "cautiously optimistic," former prosecutor Tommy Pope said, because Susan Smith has continually demonstrated that it's "always been about Susan."

    


A true-crime touchstone
Smith had claimed in October 1994 that she was carjacked late at night near the city of Union and that a Black man wearing a toboggan hat drove away with her sons. The claims by Smith, who is white, played into a centuries-old racist trope of Black men being a danger to white women and stoked concerns about crime that were prevalent in 1990s America and remain so today.
For nine days, Smith made numerous and sometimes tearful pleas asking that Michael and Alex be returned safely. The whole time, the boys were in Smith's car at the bottom of nearby John D. Long Lake, authorities said.
Investigators said Smith's story didn't add up. Carjackers usually just want a vehicle, so investigators asked why they would let Smith out but not her kids. The traffic light where Smith said she had stopped when her car was taken would only be red if another car was waiting to cross, and Smith said no other cars were around. Other bits and pieces of the story did not make sense.

    


Smith ultimately confessed to letting her car roll down a boat ramp and into the lake. A re-creation by investigators showed it took six minutes for the Mazda to dip below the surface, while cameras inside the vehicle showed water pouring in through the vents and steadily rising. The boys' bodies were found dangling upside-down in their car seats, one tiny hand pressed against a window.
The 1995 trial of the young mother became a national sensation and a true-crime touchstone.
Smith's lawyers said she was remorseful, was suffering a mental breakdown and intended to die alongside her children but left the car at the last moment. They were successful at sparing her life.
"I just felt strongly that had the Black man with the toboggan committed the crime, people would expect the death penalty," Pope said at Wednesday's hearing. "If David Smith had committed the crime, people would have expected the death penalty."

    


Pain to family, state and nation
The parole board asked Smith about the law enforcement resources used to try to locate her children. In reply, she told the board she was "just scared" and "didn't know how to tell them."
Smith's crime traumatized not only her family, prosecutor Kevin Brackett said, but also people in South Carolina and around the country who "fixated" on this "global sensation." Her allegation that a Black man kidnapped her children also led to other Black men being wrongfully pulled over as police searched for a "fictitious man," he said.
From prison, Smith can make phone calls and answer text messages, many from journalists and interested men. Those messages and phone calls were released under South Carolina's open records act, something Smith didn't initially realize could happen. She said the invasion of her privacy upset her, along with the public revelation that she was juggling conversations about the future with several men.
Some men know why she is famous. Others are more coy. One told her he was going to use the dates of her birthday and those of her dead sons when he played the Powerball lottery. Others chatted about their lives and sports. Many promised her a home on the outside and a happy life.

Smith also had sex with guards. And she violated prison policies by giving out contact information for friends, family members and her ex-husband to a documentary producer who discussed paying her for her help, according to Pope, the former prosecutor.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/susan-smith-parole-south-carolina-3c7c12e0cd0a23eee0e42a599b689597
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            Distant, ancient galaxies are giving scientists more hints that a mysterious force called dark energy may not be what they thought. The Dark Energy Spectroscopic Instrument uses a telescope to create a three-dimensional map of the universe over 11 billion years.
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            CORRECTS LOCATION TO 56 MILES SOUTHWEST OF TUCSON NOT IN TUCSON This Dec. 14, 2023 image made available by NOIRLab shows meteors from the Geminid meteor shower streaking across the sky above the Nicholas U. Mayall Telescope at Kitt Peak National Observatory (KPNO), a Program of NSF's NOIRLab, located about 56 miles (90 kilometers) southwest of Tucson in the Tohono O'odham Nation. (NSF's NOIRLab via AP)
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            CORRECTS LOCATION TO 56 MILES SOUTHWEST OF TUCSON NOT IN TUCSON The Dark Energy Spectroscopic Instrument (DESI) making observations in the night sky on the Nicholas U. Mayall 4-meter Telescope at Kitt Peak National Observatory located about 56 miles (90 kilometers) southwest of Tucson in the Tohono O'odham Nation. (Peter Toman Tomas Slovinsky/NSF's NOIRLab via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Distant, ancient galaxies are giving scientists more hints that a mysterious force called dark energy may not be what they thought.

Astronomers know that the universe is being pushed apart at an accelerating rate and they have puzzled for decades over what could possibly be speeding everything up. They theorize that a powerful, constant force is at play, one that fits nicely with the main mathematical model that describes how the universe behaves. But they can't see it and they don't know where it comes from, so they call it dark energy. 

It is so vast it is thought to make up nearly 70% of the universe -- while ordinary matter like all the stars and planets and people make up just 5%. 

But findings published earlier this year by an international research collaboration of more than 900 scientists from around the globe yielded a major surprise. As the scientists analyzed how galaxies move they found that the force pushing or pulling them around did not seem to be constant. And the same group published a new, broader set of analyses Tuesday that yielded a similar answer. 





    



"I did not think that such a result would happen in my lifetime," said Mustapha Ishak-Boushaki, a cosmologist at the University of Texas at Dallas who is part of the collaboration.
What is the DESI collaboration? 



    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Called the Dark Energy Spectroscopic Instrument, it uses a telescope southwest of Tucson, Arizona to create a three-dimensional map of the universe over 11 billion years to see how galaxies have clustered throughout time and across space. That gives scientists information about how the universe evolved, and where it might be heading. 

    



The map they are building would not make sense if dark energy were a constant force, as it is theorized. Instead, the energy appears to be changing or weakening over time. If that is indeed the case, it would upend astronomers' standard cosmological model. It could mean that dark energy is very different than what scientists thought -- or that there may be something else altogether going on. 

"It's a time of great excitement, and also some head-scratching and confusion," said Bhuvnesh Jain, a cosmologist at the University of Pennsylvania who is not involved with the research.

The collaboration's latest finding points to a possible explanation from an older theory: that across billions of years of cosmic history, the universe expanded and galaxies clustered as Einstein's general relativity predicted.
Is dark energy dead? 



The new findings aren't definitive. Astronomers say they need more data to overturn a theory that seemed to fit together so well. They hope observations from other telescopes and new analyses of the new data over the next few years will determine whether the current view of dark energy stands or falls.

    



"The significance of this result right now is tantalizing," said Robert Caldwell, a physicist at Dartmouth College who is not involved with the research, "but it's not like a gold-plated measurement."
Why does dark energy matter? 



There's a lot riding on the answer. Because dark energy is the biggest component of the universe, its behavior determines the universe's fate, explained David Spergel, an astrophysicist and president of the Simons Foundation. If dark energy is constant, the universe will continue to expand, forever getting colder and emptier. If it's growing in strength, the universe will expand so speedily that it'll destroy itself in what astronomers call the Big Rip.

"Not to panic. If this is what's going on, it won't happen for billions of years," he said. "But we'd like to know about it."

----

This story was first published on Nov. 19, 2024. It was updated on Nov. 20, 2024 to correct the location of the telescope used by the Dark Energy Spectroscopic Instrument. It is southwest of Tucson, Arizona, not in Tucson. It also corrects the description of the instrument's three-dimensional map of the universe. The telescope mapped how the universe evolved over 11 billion years, but the universe is about 13.7 billion years old.

___

Associated Press video journalist Mary Conlon reported from New York.

___


The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dark-energy-desi-cosmology-astronomy-7856ae96fab5cb42e6b4a6fd7c3555ec
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            Gallaudet women's volleyball head coach Lynn Ray Boren uses American Sign Language to communicate with his team while their team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet's Jada Zarembka communicates with American Sign Language with her teammates while their team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet's women's volleyball player Ashlene Etkie, left, communicates with teammate Cassidy Perry using American Sign Language as their team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet women's volleyball player Brielle Worley sets the ball up during drills as her team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet's Ella Gamble, right, works on her serving skills as Tamara Tadevosyan waits her turn while their team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet's women's volleyball player Ashlene Etkie, center, communicates with her teammates using American Sign Language as her team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet University for the deaf and hard of hearing women's volleyball team breaks from a huddle while their team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            9 of 16 | 
            Gallaudet women's volleyball player Brielle Worley, left, prepare to serve during drills as her team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet women's volleyball head coach Lynn Ray Boren uses American Sign Language to communicate with his team while their team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet's Nicole Hicks, left, and Tamara Tadevosvan work on their serving skills while their team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            12 of 16 | 
            Gallaudet's women's volleyball player Jada Zarembka works on her return skills as her team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet's women's volleyball player Olivia Taufu'i, left, works on her return skills, as teammate Citrine Lummer waits her turn while their team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 16 | 
            Gallaudet's women's volleyball player Jada Zarembka, right, reacts to a point scored as her team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet's Jada Zarembka, left, and Citrine Lummer work on their serving skills while their team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet's women's volleyball player Nicole Hicks, right, works on her return skills, as teammate Nicole Hicks waits her turn as their team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet's Jada Zarembka communicates with American Sign Language with her teammates while their team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet's women's volleyball player Ashlene Etkie, left, communicates with teammate Cassidy Perry using American Sign Language as their team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet women's volleyball player Brielle Worley sets the ball up during drills as her team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet University for the deaf and hard of hearing women's volleyball team breaks from a huddle while their team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Gallaudet women's volleyball player Brielle Worley, left, prepare to serve during drills as her team prepares for the upcoming Division III NCAA Tournament, during a practice Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Laughs and the occasional celebratory scream pierce the calm quiet of the gym and the sound of volleyballs bouncing off the hardwood floor.
It is practice time at Gallaudet University for the women's volleyball team, which is made up almost entirely of deaf and hard of hearing players and led by a deaf coach. Gallaudet is preparing to play in the Division III NCAA Tournament, the next step in an incredible season for players who do their talking in American Sign Language and are thriving in a sport that for most teams relies heavily on verbal communication.
"There are times where people think that we're just trying to distract other teams," sophomore middle hitter Jada Zarembka said in ASL through an interpreter. "In actuality, that's how we communicate with one another. But if that's how others want to see it -- as simply a ploy to distract them -- let it be that."

    


Zarembka and her teammates are 30-4, captured a second consecutive United East Conference title and have won 22 matches in a row going into their tournament opener on Thursday. The Bison have not even lost a set in a month on the way to the first back-to-back 30-win seasons in coach Lynn Ray Boren's nearly two decades in charge.




"This is best team that I've coached," Boren said in ASL. "It's really just been a fun team to watch."
Volleyball is popular in the Deaf community because of the face-to-face nature of the action, and banners commemorating conference championships line the walls of the field house on campus in the nation's capital. Gallaudet has not won a game in the NCAA Tournament since 2006, and three victories in the regional this week in Newport News, Virginia, would put the school into the Elite Eight for the first time.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Getting to this point was a culmination of adding a couple of transfers, taking a trip overseas to learn more about each other on and off the court, and players honing their communication with signing while opponents talk to and hear each other during fast-paced matches.

    


"Communicating throughout the school year, in our practices, we try to have more visual language, and other opponents are seeing something new that they've never seen until they face us," said Boren, who played football, baseball, basketball and tennis at the Texas School for the Deaf before getting a master's at Gallaudet and beginning his coaching career here in 2005. "Most offenses rely on audible plays, especially in the middle hitters. And when it comes to setters, there's an in sync communication that generally happens, whereas it's a little bit different for us."
Different has been great for Gallaudet, which leads Division III in team service aces and ranks second in aces per set and third in hitting percentage. The transfer combination of setter Ella Gamble and outside hitter Brielle Worley has made all the difference after each player joined following concerns about being overlooked and isolated while playing for hearing teams.
"At my past school, I felt like I struggled to get along with my teammates and my coaches, being able to connect," said Gamble, a hard of hearing athlete and is in her second season after joining from Carson-Newman. "I had to make sure I was accommodated for. And I can speak fine for myself, and when I have my implants, I can hear. But I still didn't totally feel like I belonged on the team or I connected with the team."

    


Worley started at Division I North Texas, then spent a year at UT-Tyler before finally finding a home at Gallaudet.
"It was always a struggle for me to rely on verbal communication because I couldn't hear very well, so really when I came here and I finally learned to sign pretty fluently, it felt more natural," said Worley, who like Gamble is hard of hearing and can speak verbally. "It wasn't like we needed to scream and make noise for no reason because that's what it started to feel like at my other universities. I think it's just a better match for me, and I think it's a really effective way of communicating."
Effective, especially because players on other teams do not often understand ASL and that nonverbal language is a unique advantage in setting up plays or game strategy. Senior opposite hitter Cassidy Perry said she trusts where her teammates are going to be, knows she can gesture to make sure setters put the ball at the right height and gets signs from the bench to make sure the entire operation goes smoothly.

    


"We can give each other just quick cues," Perry said in ASL. "If we're doing a dig or a set or whatever it may be, we're able to communicate with each other at the same time. Where hearing teams are able to speak to each other, we can sign."
Perry remembers an important meeting early in the season about leaving last year in the past, but it was an appearance and silver medal finish at the World Deaf Volleyball Championship in Japan that provided the team's foundation for this success.

    


"Bonding definitely happened on that trip," Gamble said. "It was kind of proving to ourselves that we can compete at a high level, and this year I feel like we went into the season with a lot more confidence than we had last year. We had a lot more trust with each other. We have so much better chemistry."
So good that Zarembka feels it has provided Gallaudet's players with a deep connection during a season she doesn't want to end any time soon.

"We've got a lot of good memories, a lot of wins and I'll miss a lot of that forever," Zarembka "I feel like this is truly a one-of-a-kind experience for me, and I'll definitely miss the team once the season's over."
___
AP college sports: https://apnews.com/hub/college-sports
___
This story has been updated to correct player details for Zarembka and Perry.
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    As US ramps up nuclear power, fuel supplier plans to enrich more uranium domestically

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Centrus Energy's Technology and Manufacturing Center in Oak Ridge, Tenn., Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, after the company announced an expansion of its production of centrifuges at the Tennessee facility to be used for to enrich uranium, which fuels nuclear power plants, at its operations in Piketon, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jonathan Mattise)
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            Centrus Energy President and CEO Amir Vexler speaks at a news conference at its Technology and Manufacturing Center, on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Oak Ridge, Tenn. (AP Photo/Jonathan Mattise)
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                                        OAK RIDGE, Tenn. (AP) -- A supplier of fuel for nuclear power plants announced a $60 million expansion in Tennessee on Wednesday, promising to resume and grow its manufacturing of high-tech centrifuges there to enrich uranium at its facility in Ohio.
The expansion by Centrus Energy at its massive facility in Oak Ridge comes as the U.S. ramps up its reliance on nuclear power as a climate change solution. The Tennessee facility, which stretches 440,000 square feet, is where they make and test 40-foot-high centrifuges that will be transported to the company's enrichment facility in Piketon, Ohio. The company gave reporters a tour Wednesday, showing off the centrifuges but covering other classified equipment with tarps.
Centrus is one of several companies working on enriching uranium in the U.S., which is currently dependent on foreign providers. Russia has about 44% of the world's uranium enrichment capacity, supplying some 35% of U.S. imports for nuclear fuel, according to the Department of Energy. Just last week, Russia announced it would temporarily limit its exports of enriched uranium to the U.S. in response to the U.S. deciding to ban Russian uranium starting in 2028.

    


Western nuclear operators have been looking for suppliers of nuclear fuel other than Russia since it invaded Ukraine in 2022, S&P Global Commodity Insights said Wednesday.




Centrus President and CEO Amir Vexler told reporters Wednesday that the expansion was not due to Russia's decision-making, saying that the company's board approved the plans a few weeks ago. But he said the move illustrates why the U.S. can't depend on other countries for its nuclear fuel.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Nuclear is one of the key essential stabilizers in our sources on the grid. And nuclear fuel is a key essential element of that," Vexler said. "Why would you not worry about the security of supply of that key ingredient to our grid?"

    


The company partners with the nearby Oak Ridge National Laboratory, known for its role as one of the labs that helped develop the atomic bomb. Centrus is expanding in hopes of tapping into a fund of $3.4 billion from the Department of Energy set aside for domestic uranium enrichment. Headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, the company currently has about 300 employees, including about 120 in Oak Ridge. The expansion could add 300 more in Oak Ridge.
In the same city, another company, Orano USA, plans to build a uranium enrichment facility.
The Biden administration set a target this month of at least tripling nuclear power in the United States by 2050 to help avoid the worst consequences of climate change. The United States will aim to add 200 gigawatts of new nuclear energy capacity, according to the administration's new strategy. One gigawatt can power roughly 750,000 to 1 million homes for a year, though the exact amount varies by region and depends on energy use.
The United States currently has 94 operating reactors that produce power without emitting planet-warming greenhouse gases. Nuclear power has provided about one-fifth of the nation's electricity since the 1990s.

    


Among the steps to expand nuclear power, the strategy recommends building large gigawatt-scale reactors, constructing small modular reactors and microreactors, extending the lifespan of some existing reactors and working to restart ones that retired for economic reasons. It also recommends improving licensing and developing the nuclear workforce. 
President-elect Donald Trump has said he is also interested in developing the next generation of nuclear reactors that are smaller than traditional reactors.
For a company like Centrus, the business strategy includes producing uranium enriched to levels that are standard in the nuclear power plants operating today, plus at a higher level for the type of commercial small reactors that are being developed in the U.S., though none are under construction yet. Centrus' subsidiary, American Centrifuge Operating, was one of four companies awarded a Department of Energy contract aimed at growing the higher-level uranium enrichment. 

    


Some advocates have raised concerns about the more highly enriched uranium.
Edwin Lyman, the director of nuclear power at the Union of Concerned Scientists, said his group thinks the uranium is enriched enough in the process to make nuclear weapons, and worries about the security of keeping the material from getting into the wrong hands either at enrichment facilities, en route elsewhere or at some of the small reactors still in the works. 
"The concern is that we believe that this material is more dangerous than is currently widely accepted," Lyman said.

Asked about those kind of concerns, Vexler praised the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission as "the best regulator in the business," saying regulators ensure the material is safeguarded properly.
___
Associated Press writer Jennifer McDermott contributed from Providence, Rhode Island.
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            President-elect Donald Trump arrives before the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024 in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)
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            FILE - Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., arrives during the second day of the Republican National Convention at the Fiserv Forum, July 16, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            Pete Hegseth walks to an elevator for a meeting with President-elect Donald Trump at Trump Tower in New York, Dec. 15, 2016. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - Tulsi Gabbard speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As senators prepare to consider President-elect Donald Trump's picks for his Cabinet, they may be doing so without a well-established staple of the confirmation process: an FBI background check.
The Trump transition team has so far not signed the requisite agreements with the White House or the Justice Department to allow the FBI to screen his personnel choices, both for the process of obtaining security clearances and meeting the Senate's usual standards for nominations. 
That means the Senate could be asked to vote on Trump's picks without the usual rigorous background checking meant to uncover personal problems, criminal histories or other red flags that would raise questions about a nominee's suitability for the job. There already are questions about problematic issues related to a number of the people Trump wants in his administration.

    


"There are very real liabilities on the security side if you don't get this right," said Dan Meyer, a Washington lawyer at the Tully Rinckey law firm who specializes in background checks, security clearances and federal employment law.




At issue is a memorandum of understanding under which a president -- or in this case, an incoming one -- submits requests for name and background checks and the FBI commits to flagging to the White House any adverse information uncovered during the process. 

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


But that document has not yet been signed, with the Trump transition team relying instead on internal campaign aides, allied groups and law firms on the outside to support the personnel effort. Trump for years has regarded FBI leadership with suspicion, in part because of the Russian election interference investigation that shadowed his first term and more recently because of FBI investigations into his hoarding of classified documents and his efforts to undo the results of the 2020 election that led to his indictment last year. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A Justice Department spokesperson said Wednesday that discussions were ongoing with the Trump transition team about signing the memo.

    


In a statement last week, the department said it was "committed to ensuring an orderly and effective transition" to the next administration.
"We are prepared to deliver briefings to the transition team on our operations and responsibilities, and we stand ready to process requests for security clearances for those who will need access to national security information," the statement said.
For those appointees whose jobs involve a security clearance, a background check would be required. But once Trump takes office on Jan. 20, 2025, he could simply order that people be given a security clearance, as he was reported to have done for son-in-law Jared Kushner during his first term.
"The president is the head of the personnel security system," Meyer said. "The director of national intelligence is his executive agent for that. The president could issue an executive order and he could change the security system in two seconds. It's all his."
Senate GOP leaders have said they would launch confirmation hearings as soon as the new Congress convenes on Jan. 3, and hope to begin voting on nominees as soon as inauguration day.

    


Lawmakers are complaining about what they see as insufficient screening of the picks they're being asked to consider. Two Democratic House members, Don Beyer of Virginia and Ted Lieu of California, introduced a bill Tuesday that would codify the FBI's role in the background check process for political appointees of the president.
The issue is of particular relevance given the eyebrow-raising backgrounds of some of Trump's picks.
Trump's choice for attorney general, former Florida Rep. Matt Gaetz, faced a Justice Department sex trafficking investigation into allegations involving underage girls that ended with no federal charges against him. There was also a House Ethics inquiry into whether Gaetz engaged in sexual misconduct and illicit drug use, accepted improper gifts and sought to obstruct government investigations of his conduct -- allegations that he denies.

    


Asked Wednesday if she was concerned by the allegations, Republican Sen. Susan Collins of Maine said, "of course."
"I said from the beginning that I was shocked by the nomination given the many allegations," she added, "but that's why it's important that the Senate go through its process of making sure that we have a background check, that we have a Senate investigation which involves extensive interviews and questionnaires and then a public hearing."
Pete Hegseth, picked for the role of defense secretary, was accused of sexual assault in 2017 after a speaking appearance at a Republican women's event in Monterey, California, but was not charged after a police investigation. 
His lawyer, Timothy Parlatore, described the sexual encounter as consensual and confirmed that Hegseth paid the woman a sum as part of a confidential settlement. Hegseth did so to head off a threatened lawsuit, according to Parlatore, who said his client was the victim of "blackmail" and a "successful extortion."

    


Democrats are signaling their interest in rigorous exploration of potential problem areas.
"If there's a cursory background check, like we call 20 people -- that's not going to be appropriate," said Rhode Island Sen. Jack Reed, the current chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee. He will be the committee's top Democrat next year, as Republicans regain the majority, when it takes up Hegseth's nomination.
The selection of former Democratic Rep. Tulsi Gabbard for director of national intelligence has alarmed U.S. intelligence analysts who point to her past criticism of Ukraine, comments supportive of Russia as well as secret meetings with Syrian president Bashar Assad, a close ally of Russia and Iran. 
The Senate has a responsibility to closely examine Gabbard and should not approve the confirmation just because Republicans feel a loyalty to Trump, said Rep. Jim Himes, D-Conn., his party's ranking member on the House Intelligence Committee.

"The Republican senator who votes to confirm Matt Gaetz or Robert Kennedy or Tulsi Gabbard will be remembered by history as somebody who completely gave up their responsibility to Donald Trump," Himes said Sunday on CBS' "Face the Nation."
____
Associated Press journalists David Klepper, Lisa Mascaro, Alanna Durkin Richer and Mike Pesoli contributed to this report.
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Donald Trump's latest branded venture is guitars that cost up to $10,000
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                    Dana White, President-elect Donald Trump, Elon Musk and Kid Rock attend UFC 309 at Madison Square Garden, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump has endorsed a line of guitars, following up on the Bibles, sneakers, watches, photo books and cryptocurrency ventures launched during his third White House campaign.
Trump on Wednesday posted to Truth Social a photo of himself holding what he said was a "Limited Edition '45' Guitar," an electric model emblazoned with an American flag and eagle on the body, and Trump's "Make America Great Again" slogan inlaid into the neck. Both acoustic and electric styles are available, for $1,250 and $1,500, respectively, as well as "Presidential" and "God Bless the USA" models and "Signature Edition" guitars, which -- with a $10,000 price tag -- also include Trump's signature.
What's not clear is the financial relationship between Trump and proceeds from the guitar sales. 
Following his long tradition of melding his political and business interests, Trump has hawked a series of branded products since he launched his 2024 White House campaign, a slew of items that went up for sale in the wake of a $489 million civil fraud judgment against the former president.

    


Some of them, like the "Official Trump Watch Collection" -- where one model costs $100,000 -- were listed as affiliated with CIC Ventures LLC, a company that Trump reported owning in his 2023 financial disclosure.




Websites for items like the watches note that the products are subject to a "paid license agreement," the same mechanism that allowed Trump, well before he entered politics, to profit for years from sales of everything from water to vodka and steaks.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


As of Wednesday, GetTrumpGuitars.com included no such disclaimers, or even the name of the company selling the items. An FAQ page lists information about how many of each model are being made available -- and notes that these models are "the ONLY guitars endorsed by President Donald J. Trump!" -- but includes none of the disclaimers or licensing language on some of Trump's other product sites.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The guitar website's privacy policy does include a suburban Nashville address for a couple, neither of whom immediately returned a message seeking comment Wednesday. Photos on their social media pages showed that they attended Trump's election-night party in Florida.

    


Messages left with 16 Creative -- a branding agency listed at the bottom of the guitar website -- and Trump's transition team also were not immediately returned.
Leading up to his win in the general election, Trump this year has announced the sale of $100 silver coins bearing his face, urged his supporters to spend $59.99 for a "God Bless the USA Bible," inspired by country singer Lee Greenwood's patriotic ballad, and hawked new Trump-branded sneakers at "Sneaker Con," a gathering that bills itself as the "The Greatest Sneaker Show on Earth."

He also has dabbled in NFTs, or nonfungible tokens, and last year reported earning between $100,000 and $1 million from a series of digital trading cards that portrayed him in cartoon-like images, including as an astronaut, a cowboy and a superhero.
___
Meg Kinnard can be reached at http://x.com/MegKinnardAP

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-guitars-d585331e2a1f55316c52ad8121ef6826
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            Harry Styles, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Louis Tomlinson joined friends and family at the service for 31-year-old Payne, who died after falling from a hotel balcony in Buenos Aires last month.
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            A horse-drawn carriage carrying the coffin of Liam Payne arrives for the funeral service of the One Direction singer at St Mary's Church in Amersham, Buckinghamshire, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP)
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            Harry Styles walks after the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            A florist arranges flowers ahead of the funeral service for One Direction singer Liam Payne at a church in the Home Counties, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            A horse-drawn carriage carrying the coffin of Liam Payne arrives for the funeral service of the One Direction singer at St Mary's Church in Amersham, Buckinghamshire, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Liam Payne's coffin is carried into the funeral service for the One Direction singer at St Mary's Church in Amersham, Buckinghamshire, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Pallbearers carry the coffin into the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP)
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            Singer Cheryl Tweedy walks, after the funeral service for One Direction singer Liam Payne, at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Former One Direction band member Louis Tomlinson arrives for the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, Buckinghamshire, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP)
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            Harry Styles arrives for the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, Buckinghamshire, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Zayn Malik walks after the funeral service for One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Niall Horan, right, walks after the funeral service for One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Floral tributes to singer Liam Payne at a memorial in West Park in his hometown of Wolverhampton, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Jacob King/PA via AP)
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            Damian Hurley, right, and Kate Cassidy, second right, arrives the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Former One Direction band member Harry Styles walks after the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 20 | 
            Flowers, portraits and toys lay in the ground for memory of the One Direction star singer Liam Payne at a memorial in West Park in his hometown of Wolverhampton, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Jacob King/PA via AP)
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            James Corden walks after the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Nicola Roberts arrives for the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Kimberley Walsh arrives the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP)
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            Flowers, portraits and toys lay in the ground for memory of the One Direction star singer Liam Payne at a memorial in West Park in his hometown of Wolverhampton, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Jacob King/PA via AP)
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            A horse-drawn carriage carrying the coffin of Liam Payne arrives for the funeral service of the One Direction singer at St Mary's Church in Amersham, Buckinghamshire, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP)
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            Harry Styles walks after the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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                                    Harry Styles walks after the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            A florist arranges flowers ahead of the funeral service for One Direction singer Liam Payne at a church in the Home Counties, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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                                    A florist arranges flowers ahead of the funeral service for One Direction singer Liam Payne at a church in the Home Counties, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            A horse-drawn carriage carrying the coffin of Liam Payne arrives for the funeral service of the One Direction singer at St Mary's Church in Amersham, Buckinghamshire, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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                                    A horse-drawn carriage carrying the coffin of Liam Payne arrives for the funeral service of the One Direction singer at St Mary's Church in Amersham, Buckinghamshire, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Liam Payne's coffin is carried into the funeral service for the One Direction singer at St Mary's Church in Amersham, Buckinghamshire, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Pallbearers carry the coffin into the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP)
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            Singer Cheryl Tweedy walks, after the funeral service for One Direction singer Liam Payne, at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Former One Direction band member Louis Tomlinson arrives for the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, Buckinghamshire, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP)
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            Harry Styles arrives for the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, Buckinghamshire, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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                                    Harry Styles arrives for the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, Buckinghamshire, England, Wednesday Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Zayn Malik walks after the funeral service for One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Niall Horan, right, walks after the funeral service for One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Floral tributes to singer Liam Payne at a memorial in West Park in his hometown of Wolverhampton, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Jacob King/PA via AP)
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            Damian Hurley, right, and Kate Cassidy, second right, arrives the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 20

                                    
                                    Damian Hurley, right, and Kate Cassidy, second right, arrives the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 20 | 
            Former One Direction band member Harry Styles walks after the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP)
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            Flowers, portraits and toys lay in the ground for memory of the One Direction star singer Liam Payne at a memorial in West Park in his hometown of Wolverhampton, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Jacob King/PA via AP)
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            James Corden walks after the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 20
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            Nicola Roberts arrives for the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Kimberley Walsh arrives the funeral service of One Direction singer Liam Payne at St Mary's Church in Amersham, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP)
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            Flowers, portraits and toys lay in the ground for memory of the One Direction star singer Liam Payne at a memorial in West Park in his hometown of Wolverhampton, England, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Jacob King/PA via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The former members of One Direction reunited Wednesday for the funeral of bandmate Liam Payne.
Harry Styles, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Louis Tomlinson joined friends and family at the service for 31-year-old Payne, who died after falling from a hotel balcony in Buenos Aires last month.
A horse-drawn carriage carried the coffin to St. Mary's Church in Amersham, 25 miles (40 kilometers) northwest of London. Undertakers carried the dark blue casket with silver handles, topped with white roses, into the 800-year-old church for the private service.
The funeral location was not made public in advance to prevent a large crowd from gathering, though dozens of local people and fans still gathered nearby.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Liam Payne's One Direction bandmates among the mourners at singer's funeral
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Margie Szaroleta reports on the funeral for former One Direction member Liam Payne.

    

"Growing up, I was a massive fan of One Direction, so I almost felt like a little piece of the child in me was gone," said 20-year-old Tara Lloyd, who works at the nearby Amersham Hospital.

    


The crowd fell silent when Payne's parents, Geoff and Karen, emerged from a car to stand beside the carriage, which was topped with floral tributes reading "Son" and "Daddy." Payne had a 7-year-old son, Bear, with the singer Cheryl Tweedy.




Among the mourners was Payne's girlfriend Kate Cassidy, actor and presenter James Corden, former soccer player Robbie Keane and music mogul Simon Cowell who put One Direction together.
After the service, Cowell embraced Payne's parents outside the church, before the late singer's coffin was driven away in a black hearse.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
One Direction formed in 2010 after the five teenagers auditioned for "The X-Factor" as solo acts and were brought together by Cowell, a judge on the show. With their loyal fan base of "Directioners" they became one of the most successful boy bands of all time.
After the group split in 2016, Payne embarked on a solo career which failed to match the success of One Direction. He was also open about struggling with his mental health and alcohol amid the pressures of fame.


    


Prosecutors in Argentina said that Payne had traces of alcohol, cocaine and a prescription antidepressant in his system when he fell to his death from the third-floor balcony of his room at the Casa Sur Hotel  in the Argentine capital on Oct. 16. They have charged three people over his death, with "abandonment of a person followed by death" and "supplying and facilitating the use of narcotics."
___
This version corrects to say the funeral was Wednesday.
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            SpaceX on Tuesday launched another Starship rocket, but passed up catching the booster with giant mechanical arms as Donald Trump joined Elon Musk to watch. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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            SpaceX's mega rocket Starship lifts off for a test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            President-elect Donald Trump watches the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024, in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)
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            SpaceX's mega rocket Starship lifts off for a test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 13 | 
            SpaceX's mega rocket Starship lifts off for a test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            SpaceX's mega rocket Starship lifts off for a test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            SpaceX's mega rocket booster returns to earth, but not the launch pad at Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            President-elect Donald Trump watches with Elon Musk as Sen. Bill Hagerty, R-Tenn., left, and Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, left, Sen. Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., and Rep. Ronny Jackson, R-Texas, before the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024 in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)
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            President-elect Donald Trump listens to Elon Musk at the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024 in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)
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            President-elect Donald Trump speaks with talks with Brendan Carr before the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024 in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)
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            President-elect Donald Trump speaks as Elon Musk explains the operations in the control room ahead of the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024 in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)
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            In this image taken from video provided by SpaceX, a SpaceX Starship rocket takes off from Boca Chica Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (SpaceX via AP)
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            In this image taken from video provided by SpaceX, a SpaceX Starship rocket takes off from Boca Chica Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (SpaceX via AP)
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            SpaceX's mega rocket Starship lifts off for a test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 13

                                    
                                    SpaceX's mega rocket Starship lifts off for a test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 13 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump watches the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024, in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)
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            SpaceX's mega rocket Starship lifts off for a test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            SpaceX's mega rocket Starship lifts off for a test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            SpaceX's mega rocket Starship lifts off for a test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            SpaceX's mega rocket booster returns to earth, but not the launch pad at Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            President-elect Donald Trump watches with Elon Musk as Sen. Bill Hagerty, R-Tenn., left, and Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, left, Sen. Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., and Rep. Ronny Jackson, R-Texas, before the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024 in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)
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            President-elect Donald Trump listens to Elon Musk at the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024 in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)
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            President-elect Donald Trump speaks with talks with Brendan Carr before the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024 in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)
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            President-elect Donald Trump speaks as Elon Musk explains the operations in the control room ahead of the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024 in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 13

                                    
                                    President-elect Donald Trump speaks as Elon Musk explains the operations in the control room ahead of the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024 in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 13 | 
            In this image taken from video provided by SpaceX, a SpaceX Starship rocket takes off from Boca Chica Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (SpaceX via AP)
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            In this image taken from video provided by SpaceX, a SpaceX Starship rocket takes off from Boca Chica Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (SpaceX via AP)
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                                        SpaceX on Tuesday launched another Starship rocket, but passed up catching the booster with giant mechanical arms.
Unlike last month's success, the booster was directed to a splashdown in the Gulf of Mexico. The catch was called off just four minutes into the test flight from Texas for safety reasons, and the booster hit the water three minutes later.
SpaceX's Elon Musk said Wednesday via X that the booster catch was aborted due to lost communication with a launch tower computer. 
At the same time, the empty spacecraft launched from Texas atop Starship soared across the Gulf of Mexico on a near loop around the world similar to October's test flight. Skimming space, the shiny retro-looking craft descended into the Indian Ocean for a controlled but destructive end to the hourlong demo. 
It was the sixth test for the world's biggest and most powerful rocket that SpaceX and NASA hope to use to get astronauts back on the moon and eventually Mars. 

    


SpaceX kept the same flight path as last time, but changed some steps along the way as well as the time of day. Starship blasted off in late afternoon instead of early morning to ensure daylight to see the spacecraft's descent.




Among the new objectives that were achieved: igniting one of the spacecraft's engines in space, which would be necessary when returning from orbit. There were also thermal protection experiments aboard the spacecraft, with some areas stripped of heat tiles to see whether catch mechanisms might work there on future flights. And the spacecraft descended nose-first during the last part of entry, before flipping and splashing down upright into the Indian Ocean. Even more upgrades are planned for the next test flight.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Donald Trump flew in for the launch in the latest sign of a deepening bond between the president-elect and Musk, SpaceX's founder and CEO.
SpaceX wants to eventually return and reuse the entire 400-foot (121-meter) Starship. Full-scale recycling would drive down the cost of hauling cargo and people to the moon and Mars, while speeding things up. The recycling of SpaceX's Falcon rockets flying out of Florida and California has already saved the company time and money.

    


NASA is paying SpaceX more than $4 billion to land astronauts on the moon via Starship on back-to-back missions later this decade. Musk envisions launching a fleet of Starships to build a city one day on Mars. 
This was the sixth launch of a fully assembled Starship since 2023. The first three ended up exploding. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            FILE - A musician plays a violin behind a photograph of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins during a vigil in her honor in Albuquerque, N.M.,Oct. 23, 2021. . (AP Photo/Andres Leighton, File)
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            Director Joel Souza attends the premiere of the film 'Rust' during the 32nd Camerimage International Film Festival in Torun, Poland, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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            Cinematographer Bianca Cline attends the premiere of the film 'Rust' during the 32nd Camerimage International Film Festival in Torun, Poland, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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            Cinematographer Bianca Cline attends the premiere of the film 'Rust' during the 32nd Camerimage International Film Festival in Torun, Poland, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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            Cinematographer Bianca Cline attends the premiere of the film 'Rust' during the 32nd Camerimage International Film Festival in Torun, Poland, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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            FILE - A musician plays a violin behind a photograph of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins during a vigil in her honor in Albuquerque, N.M.,Oct. 23, 2021. . (AP Photo/Andres Leighton, File)
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            FILE - Actor Alec Baldwin, center, reacts as he sits between his attorneys Alex Spiro, left, and Luke Nikas after the judge threw out the involuntary manslaughter case for the 2021 fatal shooting of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins during filming of the Western movie "Rust," Friday, July 12, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. (Ramsay de Give/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        TORUN, Poland (AP) -- Alec Baldwin's Western "Rust" had its world premiere Wednesday at a film festival in Poland with a dedication to cinematographer Halyna Hutchins, who was fatally shot in an accident on the set three years ago.
Organizers called for a minute of silence before showing the film, which opened to a full house at the International Film Festival of the Art of Cinematography Camerimage in the city of Torun, and received applause at the end.
Baldwin, the lead actor and co-producer, was pointing a gun at Hutchins during a rehearsal outside Santa Fe, New Mexico, in October 2021 when the revolver went off, killing Hutchins and wounding director Joel Souza. Baldwin has said he pulled back the hammer -- but not the trigger -- and the revolver fired.
Souza introduced the film at the festival, a popular industry event dedicated to cinematography. He told the audience that initially after the accident he could not have imagined continuing with the production, or even working on a movie set or writing again.

    


"It just hurt too much," he said.
But Hutchins' husband, Matthew, wanted the film to be finished, and came on as an executive producer.




"It was important to him that the people who knew and loved Halyna get to see her final work," Souza said. The mission became "to preserve every single frame that I could of hers, and to honor her final work."
"Rust" -- which includes scene after scene of shootouts -- is the story of a 13-year-old boy who is sentenced to be hanged after he fatally shoots a rancher by accident. He goes on the run with his estranged grandfather, played by Baldwin.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Bianca Cline, the cinematographer who finished the project, said Hutchins established the look and feel of the film, and filmed more than half of it. She studied Hutchins' notes to honor her vision.
Hutchins, 42, was a Ukrainian cinematographer on the rise and a mother of a young son. She grew up on a remote Soviet military base and worked on documentary films in Eastern Europe before studying film in Los Angeles and embarking on a promising movie-making career.

    


Ahead of the premiere, Hutchins' mother, who is suing Baldwin and the production, said she was refusing to attend and that she viewed the film as an attempt by Baldwin to "unjustly profit" from her daughter's death. Baldwin was also not present.
"It was always my hope to meet my daughter in Poland to watch her work come alive on screen," said Hutchins' mother, Olga Solovey, in a statement issued by her lawyer, Gloria Allred. "Alec Baldwin continues to increase my pain with his refusal to apologize to me and his refusal to take responsibility for her death."
Melina Spadone, a representative for Rust Movie Productions, issued a statement saying: "Gloria Allred's misrepresentation of both the Camerimage festival and any profit motivation is disappointing. The decision to complete 'Rust' was made with the full support of Halyna's family."
"The Camerimage festival celebrates the artistry of cinematographers; it is not a festival for buyers. None of the producers of Rust stand to benefit financially from the film. The suggestion that those involved in completing Halyna Hutchins' film were motivated by profit is disrespectful to those who worked tirelessly to honor her legacy."

    


Filmmaker Rachel Mason, a friend of Hutchins who was tapped by Matthew Hutchins to make a documentary about his late wife, told the audience that Solovey told her that she wanted the film to be completed because of how important the project was to her daughter.
Mason also described all those who continued to work on the film after the tragedy on set as "heroic."
"You could just feel and see the trauma that they had gone through," she said.
"Halyna didn't get the chance to do the biggest films that she was expected to do, that we all knew she would. 'Rust' was that film. 'Rust' was going to change her life but instead it took her life. And the people that feel the pain of that most are the people that made the film," Mason said. "I really hope the world can understand that it was a courageous act to complete this film."

    


A New Mexico judge dismissed an involuntary manslaughter charge against Baldwin in the fatal shooting. The case was thrown out halfway through trial on allegations that police and prosecutors withheld evidence from the defense.
The film armorer, Hannah Gutierrez-Reed, received the maximum sentence of 18 months in jail for involuntary manslaughter. A judge found that her recklessness amounted to a serious violent offense. Prosecutors blamed Gutierrez-Reed for unwittingly bringing live ammunition onto the set of "Rust," where it was expressly prohibited, and for failing to follow basic gun-safety protocols.
This year's Camerimage festival, where Cate Blanchett is serving as jury president, has already been beset by controversy.

    


"Blitz" director Steve McQueen dropped out of the festival to protest an editorial about female cinematographers written by festival founder Marek Zydowicz in which he argued that greater representation of female cinematographers could lead to mediocrity.

Director Coralie Fargeat pulled her film "The Substance" due to the comments, which led to protests by several cinematography groups. Zydowicz has since apologized.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/poland-film-premiere-rust-baldwin-7479e578096359df46251c262e4f9d3d
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Israeli officials demand the right to strike Hezbollah under any cease-fire deal for Lebanon
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            An explosion can be seen along Israel's northern border with Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Amos Hochstein, a senior adviser to President Joe Biden, gives a statement to the media after his meeting with Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 17 | 
            Damage is seen at the site where a rocket fired from Lebanon hit a residential building in Kiryat Shmona, a town located near the border with Lebanon, in northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            An explosion in a Lebanese village can be seen from across the border in north Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Israeli military vehicles pass a cartoon sign of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in north Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            A woman wounded in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, receives treatment at a hospital in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese Army Intelligence members inspect an army position that was damaged in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man wounded in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, receives treatment at a hospital in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese Army Intelligence members inspect an army position that was damaged in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese Army Intelligence members inspect an army position that was damaged in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Amos Hochstein, a senior adviser to President Joe Biden, speaks during his meeting with Lebanese Parliament speaker Nabih Berri, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Lebanese Army Intelligence members inspect an army position that was damaged in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            FILE - In this May 23, 2021, file photo, the Syria national flag is displayed at a gathering at Omayyid Square in the Syrian capital Damascus, Syria. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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        Israeli officials demand the right to strike Hezbollah under any cease-fire deal for Lebanon
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            An explosion can be seen along Israel's northern border with Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Damage is seen at the site where a rocket fired from Lebanon hit a residential building in Kiryat Shmona, a town located near the border with Lebanon, in northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            An explosion in a Lebanese village can be seen from across the border in north Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Israeli military vehicles pass a cartoon sign of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in north Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            A woman wounded in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, receives treatment at a hospital in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese Army Intelligence members inspect an army position that was damaged in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man wounded in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, receives treatment at a hospital in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese Army Intelligence members inspect an army position that was damaged in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese Army Intelligence members inspect an army position that was damaged in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Amos Hochstein, a senior adviser to President Joe Biden, speaks during his meeting with Lebanese Parliament speaker Nabih Berri, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Lebanese Army Intelligence members inspect an army position that was damaged in an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday night, in Sarafand, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            FILE - In this May 23, 2021, file photo, the Syria national flag is displayed at a gathering at Omayyid Square in the Syrian capital Damascus, Syria. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israeli officials demanded Wednesday the freedom to strike Lebanon's Hezbollah as part of any cease-fire deal, raising a potential complication as a top U.S. envoy was in the region attempting to clinch an agreement. 
The development came as an airstrike hit the historic Syrian town of Palmyra, killing 36 people, according to Syrian state-run media, which blamed the attack on Israel. The Israeli military declined to comment.
Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz and Foreign Minister Gideon Saar each said Israel sought to reserve the right to respond to any violations by Hezbollah under an emerging proposal, which would push the militant group's fighters and Israeli ground forces out of a U.N. buffer zone in southern Lebanon.
There have been signs of progress on the cease-fire deal and on Wednesday, Hezbollah leader Naim Kassem said the Lebanese militant group supports the ongoing negotiations but has "some reservations" and rejects a provision for "freedom of movement" for Israeli troops in Lebanon.

    


"In any agreement we will reach, we will have to maintain our freedom to act if there will be violations," Israeli Foreign Minister Saar told diplomats in Jerusalem. 
Katz said "the condition for any political settlement in Lebanon" was the right for Israel's military "to act and protect the citizens of Israel from Hezbollah."




Amos Hochstein, the Biden administration's point man on Israel and Lebanon, has been working to push the sides toward agreement and meeting this week with officials in Lebanon. He said Wednesday he would travel to Israel to "try to bring this to a close if we can."

    


The emerging deal would push Hezbollah and Israel out of southern Lebanon
Hezbollah began firing into Israel on Oct. 8, 2023, in solidarity with Hamas after its attack on southern Israel that sparked the war in the Gaza Strip. Israel has been responding with strikes in Lebanon, and dramatically escalated its bombardment in late September by launching a ground invasion just inside the border.
In the more than a year of exchanges, more than 3,500 people have been killed in Lebanon, most in the past month, the Health Ministry reported, and over 1 million people have been displaced. It's unknown how many of the dead were Hezbollah fighters. On Wednesday, 11 more were killed across Lebanon, according to the ministry and Lebanese state media. 
In Israel, more than 70 people have been killed by Hezbollah fire, and tens of thousands have fled their homes. Israeli police said a Hezbollah rocket fell outside an empty kindergarten Wednesday in the northern city of Acre, causing damage but no injuries.
Hochstein's proposal is based on U.N. resolution that ended the 2006 war between Hezbollah and Israel. It stipulates that only the Lebanese army and U.N. peacekeepers should operate in southern Lebanon. 
Still, Hezbollah never fully ended its presence in the south. Lebanon accuses Israel of also violating the resolution by maintaining hold of a small, disputed border area and conducting frequent military overflights.
Israel says that Hezbollah has since built up a military infrastructure in villages and towns in southern Lebanon. 
The current proposal would include an implementation plan and a monitoring system to ensure each side follows its obligations to fully withdraw from the south. That could involve the United States and France, but details are still unclear. 

    


There's been progress, but no done deal yet
The Israeli ministers didn't outline details of Israel's demand to maintain freedom of operation. Since the 2006 war, Israel has struck Hezbollah on the few occasions when border violence flared up, but any large-scale response could push the region back into turmoil. 
It's also unlikely Lebanon would agree to a deal that permits Israeli violations of its sovereignty. Hezbollah's leader Kassem said Wednesday that any cease-fire must include "a complete and comprehensive end to the aggression," preserving Lebanon's sovereignty and ruling out any freedom of movement for Israel in Lebanese territory.
Though the proposal attempts to nail down an implementation mechanism, the failure to fully implement the U.N. resolution after the 2006 war could point to difficulties in getting the sides to uphold a sustainable cease-fire that would bring long-term quiet.
Israel has continued to pound Hezbollah, and rockets have continued to rain down on northern Israel. Any perceived escalation could derail the talks.

    


Even with Israel-Hezbollah cease-fire, the war in Gaza would grind on
The war in Gaza is now in its 14th month as Israel battles Hamas in the territory. The death toll has soared to nearly 44,000 dead -- over half of them women and children, according to local health officials, who do not distinguish between civilians and combatants in their count. 
Fifteen people, including five children and three women, were killed in various strikes in Gaza Wednesday, according to an AP journalist who counted the bodies at hospitals.
Hezbollah has said throughout the war in Gaza that it won't stop firing at Israel until the fighting in the Palestinian territory ends, but that condition was dropped in September after Israel intensified its offensive on the militant group, killing its top leadership and degrading its military capabilities.

    


That leaves Gaza waiting for a cease-fire of its own as a humanitarian crisis has displaced much of the territory's 2.3 million people and prompted widespread hunger, especially in the north, where the United Nations says virtually no food or humanitarian aid has been delivered to for more than 40 days because of the Israeli military's siege. 
International mediation has stalled repeatedly amid disagreement between Israel and Hamas over whether the war should end as part of a cease-fire deal, with Israel insisting it wants to maintain troop presence in certain areas. 
The U.S. on Wednesday vetoed a U.N. resolution calling for a cease-fire in Gaza because it was not linked to an immediate release of hostages taken captive by Hamas
Hamas ignited the war in Gaza when its fighters stormed into Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250. Around 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, at least a third of them believed to be dead.
Other tumultuous areas of the Middle East won't likely be affected by a Hezbollah-Israel cease-fire, including Syria. 
Israel frequently targets military sites and facilities associated with Iran-linked groups in Syria but rarely acknowledges the strikes. The death toll from Wednesday's strike in Palmyra was unusually high. 

The Syrian news agency SANA said that along wit the 36 killed, the strike on Palmyra also wounded more than 50 people and caused "significant material damage to the targeted buildings" and the surrounding area. Palmyra is known for the historic Roman temple complex nearby, but it wasn't immediately clear if the ruins were damaged.
The complex suffered significant damage years ago, during the Islamic State group's rampage across Syria. 
___
Chehayeb reported from Beirut. 
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-lebanon-hezbollah-iran-11-20-2024-1b39fe8499097c2f2579fce50d083263



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The US is sending antipersonnel land mines to Ukraine. Here's what it means
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                    FILE - A Russian military robotic vehicle detonates a land mine on a mine clearing mission to defuse mines along the high voltage line in Mariupol, on the territory which is under the Government of the Donetsk People's Republic control, eastern Ukraine, July 13, 2022. This photo was taken during a trip organized by the Russian Ministry of Defense. (AP Photo, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            LOLITA C. BALDOR

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. decision to provide Ukraine with antipersonnel land mines expands the use of a weapon that the international community has long condemned because of its danger to innocent civilians. And it reflects another in a long line of American policy shifts on the controversial issue in the past 30 years.
U.S. officials say the mines are needed to help Ukraine stall Russian progress on the battlefield, where Moscow's forces are moving in smaller ground units on the front lines rather than in more heavily protected armored vehicles.
The Defense Department has been providing Ukraine with anti-tank mines throughout the war. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said the new policy will give Ukraine "nonpersistent antipersonnel land mines" that are safer because they lose the ability to detonate over time.
The change shows the Biden administration "has clearly and belatedly become less risk averse as it eyes troubling battlefield developments in Ukraine and worries how U.S. policy toward Ukraine and Russia may change on January 20," when President-elect Donald Trump takes office, according to Bradley Bowman, senior director of the Center on Military and Political Power at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies.

    


Trump has criticized U.S. support for Ukraine and vowed to quickly end the war.




As Ukraine has gotten more effective in drone warfare, Russian troops moving in armored vehicles are at greater risk of being hit by the drones, so have been moving by foot, making them harder to target, Bowman said.
Here is where the U.S. stands on antipersonnel mines and what it means:

    


TYPES OF MINES
Mines range from larger, destructive ones that can take out a tank to smaller, antipersonnel variants that are hidden just beneath the surface of the ground and explode by a person's weight.
The Biden administration is sending Ukraine antipersonnel mines that have a limited capacity. The so-called nonpersistent mines are electrically fused and powered by batteries. Once the battery runs out, they won't detonate, and they can become inert in anywhere from four hours to two weeks. 
The U.S. has sought commitments from the Ukrainians to limit harm to civilians, according to a U.S. official who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations. Ukraine would use the mines in its own country but wouldn't put them in civilian populated areas.
Throughout the war, the U.S. has given Ukraine larger, anti-tank mines, which are also battery-powered, so will become inert over time. The Remote Anti-Armor Mine System, or RAAM, is an artillery shell that contains the anti-tank mines. 
When fired, it scatters the mines, which can damage armored vehicles. The mines can also be set to self-detonate in four hours or 48 hours.

    


AN OUTLIER ON LAND MINES
The U.S. is one of just a small number of major nations that have not signed on to the 1997 Ottawa Convention, which prohibited the use, production and transfer of antipersonnel mines. 
As of 2022, 164 countries had ratified or agreed to the treaty. But several major powers, which are also past and current manufacturers of land mines, did not sign on, including the United States, China and Russia. South Korea, India and Pakistan also did not join the treaty.
A key issue is that the mines are widely used in North and South Korea, particularly along the demilitarized zone, and are part of the U.S. campaign to protect the South from invasion by Pyongyang. 
Humanitarian groups for years have pushed the U.S. to join the ban treaty. According to NATO, nearly 70 countries and territories are still affected by the presence of 110 million land mines, which can "remain dormant, concealed beneath the earth, for many years before being triggered."
Earlier this year, NATO said Russia's invasion of Ukraine has turned the nation into one of the most mine-laden countries in the world. Human Rights Watch has said that 11 of Ukraine's 27 regions are now scattered with mines. The Russian mines are more deadly, as they largely are not those that become inert over time.
Biden's decision was immediately condemned by Amnesty International, which said that even those type of mines are a threat to civilians.

    


"This is a reckless decision and a deeply disappointing setback for a President who once agreed that land mines put more civilians at increased risk of harm," said Ben Linden, an advocacy director for Amnesty International USA. "It is devastating, and frankly shocking, that President Biden made such a consequential and dangerous decision just before his public service legacy is sealed for the history books."

    


THE EVOLVING U.S. POLICY
President Bill Clinton had a goal of limiting mine use and joining the treaty, but under President George W. Bush, the administration pulled back due to wide objections from military leaders. The policy under Bush was that the U.S. would use persistent mines -- ones that do not automatically become inert -- until 2010, and then not use them anymore.
President Barack Obama ordered up a review of the U.S. policy and eventually prohibited the military from using any land mines anywhere in the world except in defense of South Korea.
In January 2020, President Donald Trump canceled the Obama-era prohibition and eliminated geographic limits on the use of land mines that would become inert over time. Then-Defense Secretary Mark Esper wrote at the time that commanders "may authorize the use of nonpersistent land mines when necessary for mission success in major contingencies or other exceptional circumstances." The term "major contingency" was not explicitly defined.

When President Joe Biden took office, the Trump policy was rolled back, and use of the antipersonnel mines was prohibited outside of the Korean Peninsula. The administration decision, announced in June 2022, said all mines not required for the defense of South Korea would be destroyed. At that time, there were an estimated 3 million antipersonnel mines in the U.S. stockpile, but officials would not say how many of those would be considered necessary to defend South Korea.
___
Associated Press writer Tara Copp contributed to this report.
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            Rep. Sean Duffy, R-Wis., speaks during a hearing July 18, 2018, on Capitol Hill in Washington. President-elect Donald Trump has nominated Duffy to be Transportation Secretary. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            Pete Hegseth walks to an elevator for a meeting with President-elect Donald Trump at Trump Tower in New York, Dec. 15, 2016. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - Mehmet Oz visits the AW Driving School & License Testing Center in Allentown, Pa., Sept. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Mehmet Oz visits the AW Driving School & License Testing Center in Allentown, Pa., Sept. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- There's a common trait that President-elect Donald Trump is clearly prizing as he selects those to serve in his new administration: experience on television. 
Trump loves that "central casting" look, as he likes to call it. 
Some, like his choices for defense secretary, Pete Hegseth, and transportation secretary, Sean Duffy, were until recently TV hosts on Trump's favorite network, Fox News. Mike Huckabee, his pick for U.S. ambassador to Israel, hosted the Fox show "Huckabee" from 2008 to 2015 after his time as Arkansas governor.
Dr. Mehmet Oz, a former syndicated talk show host and heart surgeon, was tapped Tuesday to head the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, the agency that oversees health insurance programs for millions of older, poor and disabled Americans. He would report to Trump's choice for health and human services secretary, Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., himself a regular on the cable news circuit. 

    


Trump, a former reality television star himself, has made no secret of his intention to stack his administration with loyalists after his decisive 2024 election win -- including some whose lack of relevant experience has raised concerns among lawmakers. But he's also working to set up a more forceful administration in this term, and in his eyes, many of those people happen to intersect with celebrity. 




The trend was not lost on Democratic Rep. Jim Himes of Connecticut, who posted on social media after the Oz nomination: "We are becoming the world's first nuclear-armed reality television show."

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


For good measure, Himes added: "Just spitballing here, but what if the Attorney General and the Secretary of HHS fight each other in an octagonal cage?" That was a reference to Trump's affinity for the UFC fighters who do battle in the octagon.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Choosing TV personalities isn't that unusual for the once-and-future president: A number of his first-term choices -- John Bolton, Larry Kudlow, Heather Nauert and Mercedes Schlapp, were all on TV -- mostly also on Fox. Omarosa Manigault Newman, a confrontational first-season member of Trump's NBC show "The Apprentice," was briefly at the White House before she was fired.

    


Former New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, a Republican who ran Trump's 2016 transition team until he was fired, said that eight years ago, Trump held "Apprentice-like interviews at Bedminster," summoning potential hires to his club in New Jersey.
On a call on Tuesday organized by the Council on Foreign Relations, Christie said this year's Cabinet choices are different than 2016's but it's still "Donald Trump casting a TV show."
"He's casting," Christie said.
Trump has readily highlighted the media experience of his choices as he's announced them. He said Duffy, a former lawmaker and onetime cast member of MTV's "The Real World," was "a STAR on Fox News." 
Hegseth, a military veteran, "has been a host at FOX News for eight years, where he used that platform to fight for our Military and Veterans," Trump said. He also noted that Hegseth's book "The War on Warriors" spent nine weeks on The New York Times "best-sellers list, including two weeks at NUMBER ONE."

    


As for Oz, Trump said: "He won nine Daytime Emmy Awards hosting 'The Dr. Oz Show,' where he taught millions of Americans how to make healthier lifestyle choices." 
It's also true that those seeking positions in Trump's orbit often take to the airwaves to audition for an audience of one. Tom Homan, Trump's choice for "border czar," is a frequent Fox contributor. Ohio Sen. JD Vance was chosen as Trump's running mate in part because of how well he comes across on air. 
Trump's choice to lead the Federal Communications Commission, Brendan Carr, upped his profile when he took to Fox News to argue that a pre-election appearance on NBC's "Saturday Night Live" by Democratic nominee Kamala Harris was a violation of the "equal time" rule governing candidate appearances on television. 
The White House-to-cable news pundit pipeline tends to cut across administrations of both parties, to some extent. President Joe Biden had three MSNBC contributors on his transition team and his former press secretary went to the network after she left the White House. Biden, though, looked to career diplomats, longtime government workers and military leaders for key posts like the Defense Department.

    


Trump's affinity for Fox News is well-documented, though the romance cooled for a time after Fox made an early call of Arizona for Biden in 2020, a move that infuriated Trump and many of the network's viewers. Trump suggested viewers should migrate to other conservative news outlets. 
While the Arizona call ultimately proved correct, it set in motion internal second-guessing and led some Fox personalities to embrace conspiracy theories, which ultimately cost the network $787 million to settle a defamation lawsuit by Dominion Voting Systems. 

But Trump is still an avid watcher -- the network provides Trump a window into conservative thinking, with commentary from Republican lawmakers and thinkers who are, often, speaking directly to the president-elect. 

    


___
Associated Press writers Will Weissert and Michelle L. Price in New York contributed to this report. 
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An Idaho health department isn't allowed to give COVID-19 vaccines anymore. Experts say it's a first
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                    FILE - A syringe lies next to vials of COVID-19 booster vaccines at an inoculation station in Jackson, Miss., Friday, Nov. 18, 2022. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)
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                                        A regional public health department in Idaho is no longer providing COVID-19 vaccines to residents in six counties after a narrow decision by its board.
Southwest District Health appears to be the first in the nation to be restricted from giving COVID-19 vaccines. Vaccinations are an essential function of a public health department.
While policymakers in Texas banned health departments from promoting COVID vaccines and Florida's surgeon general bucked medical consensus to recommend against the vaccine, governmental bodies across the country haven't blocked the vaccines outright.
"I'm not aware of anything else like this," said Adriane Casalotti, chief of government and public affairs for the National Association of County and City Health Officials. She said health departments have stopped offering the vaccine because of cost or low demand, but not based on "a judgment of the medical product itself."

    


The six-county district along the Idaho-Oregon border includes three counties in the Boise metropolitan area. Demand for COVID vaccines in the health district has declined -- with 8,102 given in 2021 to 93 so far in 2024. The same is true for other vaccines: Idaho has the highest childhood vaccination exemption rate in the nation, and last year, the Southwest District Health Department rushed to contain a rare measles outbreak that sickened 10.




On Oct. 22, the health department's board voted 4-3 in favor of the ban -- despite Southwest's medical director testifying to the vaccine's necessity.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Our request of the board is that we would be able to carry and offer those (vaccines), recognizing that we always have these discussions of risks and benefits," Dr. Perry Jansen said at the meeting. "This is not a blind, everybody-gets-a-shot approach. This is a thoughtful approach."
Opposite Jansen's plea were more than 290 public comments, many of which called for an end to vaccine mandates or taxpayer funding of the vaccines, neither of which are happening in the district. At the meeting, many people who spoke are nationally known for making the rounds to testify against COVID vaccines, including Dr. Peter McCullough, a Texas cardiologist who sells "contagion emergency kits" that include ivermectin and hydroxychloroquine -- drugs that have not been approved to treat COVID-19 and can have dangerous side effects.

    


Board Chairman Kelly Aberasturi was familiar with many of the voices who wanted the ban, especially from earlier local protests of pandemic measures.
Aberasturi, who told The Associated Press that he's skeptical of COVID-19 vaccines and national public health leaders, said in the meeting and in an interview with the AP that he was supportive of but "disappointed" in the board's decision. 
He said the board had overstepped the relationship between patients and their doctors -- and possibly opened a door to blocking other vaccines or treatments. 
Board members in favor of the decision argued people can get vaccinated elsewhere, and that providing the shots was equivalent to signing off on their safety. (Some people may be reluctant to get vaccinated or boosted because of misinformation about the shots despite evidence that they're safe and have saved millions of lives.)

    


The people getting vaccinated at the health department -- including people without housing, people who are homebound and those in long-term care facilities or in the immigration process -- had no other options, Jansen and Aberasturi said.
"I've been homeless in my lifetime, so I understand how difficult it can be when you're ... trying to get by and get ahead," Aberasturi said. "This is where we should be stepping in and helping. 
"But we have some board members who have never been there, so they don't understand what it's like."
State health officials have said that they "recommend that people consider the COVID-19 vaccine." Idaho health department spokesperson AJ McWhorter declined to comment on "public health district business," but noted that COVID-19 vaccines are still available at community health centers for people who are uninsured.

    


Aberasturi said he plans to ask at the next board meeting if the health department can at least be allowed to vaccinate older patients and residents of long-term care facilities, adding that the board is supposed to be caring for the "health and well-being" of the district's residents. "But I believe the way we went about this thing is we didn't do that due diligence."
___
This story has been corrected to show that The Associated Press, citing Southwest District Health statistics, erroneously reported the number of COVID-19 vaccines the district provided in 2021 and 2024. The count was 8,102, not 1,601, in 2021, and 93, not 64, in 2024.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Ukraine has seen success in building clean energy, which is harder for Russia to destroy
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            FILE - Solar panels sit in the yard of an apartment building in Lyman, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Nov. 20, 2022. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko, File)
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            FILE - Workers walk inside DTEK's power plant which was destroyed by a Russian missile attack in Ukraine, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            FILE - Workers walk inside DTEK's power plant which was destroyed by a Russian missile attack in Ukraine, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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                                        BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) -- Maxim Timchenko, who runs the largest private energy company in Ukraine, pulls out a piece of paper with bar charts showing how much new electricity his company has brought online this year in the country versus how much Russian bombs have destroyed. 
Total electricity goes up, then down, then up, then down -- capturing the company's constant rebuilding each time Russian missile attacks take out a facility, which include wind and solar farms and thermal (coal or gas-fired) generating stations. The Russian strikes are part of a campaign to target energy infrastructure to reduce power in Ukraine as winter looms. 
"What other choice do we have?" Timchenko, CEO of DTEK, said during an interview on the sidelines of this year's U.N. climate talks in Azerbaijan. "Sit and wait and pray that they don't hit us, or do our job and bring lights back to our people?"

    


The nearly three-year-long Russia-Ukraine war, which has destroyed large swaths of Ukraine, has accelerated a transition to clean energy. Ukraine's pavilion at COP29 displays a large smashed solar panel that was destroyed in an attack this year.




Russian forces continue to make small but steady gains in capturing Ukrainian territory at a time when there are questions about how much the United States, which has been providing weapons and money, will continue to support the country once President-elect Donald Trump assumes office in January. During the campaign, Trump repeatedly said he could quickly end the war if elected, although he hasn't said how. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Whatever the future, the decentralized nature of some clean energies, in particular wind and solar, has allowed Ukraine to quickly restore power in ways that would be impossible with Ukraine's more traditional energy sources, such as coal-fired power plants. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Ukraine has seen success in building clean energy, which is harder for Russia to destroy
    

    
    
    Out of necessity, Ukraine finds itself transitioning towards a new mix of energy. AP correspondent Jennifer King reports.

    

In centralized systems, all power is generated and sent to the grid over transmission lines from the same area. That means if the plant goes down, say in an attack, a large section of grid, or even the entire grid, comes to a halt. By contrast, wind and solar installations are usually more scattered, so less of the system goes down with one hit, and if the solar is on rooftops, the impact can be even more limited. 

    


Attacks on two DTEK solar farms last spring are a good example. They destroyed many solar panels and some of the transformers, which step up voltage for long distances or step it down for use in homes. Replacing the transformers and swapping out destroyed panels allowed the farms, which generate 400 megawatts, to be back up in seven days.
Timchenko said an attack on a thermal generating station, which experienced a similar amount of damage, took three to four months to rebuild.
"That's the difference between centralized and so-called decentralized generation. It's much more resistant and difficult to destroy," said Timchenko.
Geoffrey Pyatt, assistant secretary of the U.S. State Department's Bureau of Energy Resources, said that Russian attacks on energy infrastructure have evolved. In 2022 and 2023, they focused on transformers. 

    


"The Ukrainians were incredibly efficient in working around those attacks. So Putin changed his tactics beginning in March to go after generation capacity," said Pyatt, referring to Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
Since then, about 50% of Ukraine's total power generation has been knocked out, leaving mostly nuclear, some hydropower and large new renewable projects, like a wind farm being built by DTEK, he added.
Renewable and other infrastructure projects are financed by partnerships between governments and businesses, spreading out the risk, since there is no guarantee that something built isn't destroyed by missiles. In June, turbine maker GE Vernova and manufacturer Honeywell announced plans to partner with DTEK for major wind and battery storage projects in Ukraine. 
Roger Martella, chief sustainability officer for GE Vernova, said that developing public-private partnerships was key to lowering risk and making investment more attractive. Ukraine's resistance was also an inspiration, Martella told a panel on Ukrainian renewables at COP29. 

    


"We're humbled by the fact that Ukraine has done something no one has ever done before, which is to maintain the grid in a war-torn environment," said Martella.
Pyatt, a former ambassador in Ukraine, said he has seen widespread support for Ukraine's energy systems in the G7, a group of leading industrialized nations. 
While making clear he couldn't speak for the incoming Trump administration, Pyatt said he believed support for Ukraine in the energy sector would "continue in any scenario."
"If you start to get big American companies like GE and Fluxus and Honeywell involved in energy reconstruction, and there's going to be billions of dollars of energy reconstruction," he said. 
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org
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Pope approves new papal funeral rites to simplify ritual, allow for burial outside the Vatican
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Pope Francis has revised the funeral rites that will be used when he dies, simplifying the rituals to emphasize his role as a mere bishop and allowing for burial outside the Vatican in keeping with his wishes.
The Vatican newspaper L'Osservatore Romano on Wednesday published details of the updated liturgical book, which Francis approved April 29 and which replaces the previous edition that was last published in 2000.
Francis turns 88 in December and, despite some health and mobility problems, appears in fine form. On Wednesday, he presided over a spirited general audience that featured children who spontaneously rushed the stage.
While popes often tinker with the rules regulating the conclave that will elect their successor, a revision of the papal funeral rites became seemingly necessary after Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI died on Dec. 31, 2022.

    


The Vatican had to work out a funeral for the first retired pope in 600 years, and a few months later Francis revealed he was working with the Vatican's master of liturgical ceremonies, Monsignor Diego Ravelli, to overhaul the papal funeral rites to simplify them.




In that 2023 interview with Mexican Televisa broadcaster N+, Francis also revealed that he had decided he would be buried in Santa Maria Maggiore basilica in Rome, not in the grottoes underneath St. Peter's Basilica where most popes are buried.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ravelli said the new reform simplifies the funeral rites, including eliminating the requirement that the pope be placed on an elevated bier in St. Peter's Basilica for public viewing. Rather, he will be on view in a simple coffin, and the burial no longer requires the traditional three coffins made of cypress, lead and oak.
The simplification, Ravelli was quoted as saying, is meant "to emphasize even more that the Roman Pontiff's funeral is that of a shepherd and disciple of Christ and not of a powerful man of this world."

    


Since his 2013 election, Francis has eschewed the pomp often associated with the papacy to emphasize his role as the bishop of Rome and a servant of the "church of the poor." The Argentine Jesuit lives in the Vatican hotel, not the Apostolic Palace, and travels in small Fords or Fiats, not fancy SUVs.
His desire to be buried at Santa Maria Maggiore reflects his veneration of an icon of the Virgin Mary that is located there, the Salus populi Romani (Salvation of the people of Rome).
After every trip, Francis goes to the basilica to pray before the Byzantine-style painting that features an image of Mary, draped in a blue robe, holding the infant Jesus who in turn holds a jeweled golden book.
"It's my great devotion," Francis told N+ in revealing his future burial plans. "The place is already prepared."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            With Thanksgiving less than two weeks away grocery stores are locked in heated price wars for the Turkey feast to woo still inflationary-weary shoppers.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- With Thanksgiving less than two weeks away, Walmart, Target, Aldi and other grocers are competing for a place on holiday tables with turkey dinner deals and other promotions to tempt Americans who haven't recovered from recent food price inflation. 

Walmart, the nation's largest food retailer, first bundled the makings of a traditional turkey feast into a meal deal three years ago. This year, the 29-item offer, which includes a frozen turkey and ingredients for side dishes, costs less than $55 and is intended to serve eight. That calculates to less than $7 per person.

Target's version for four people costs $20, $5 less than the company's 2023 Thanksgiving meal, and includes a frozen turkey, stuffing mix and canned green beans and canned jellied cranberry sauce. Aldi's offers a frozen Butterball turkey with gravy mix as well as pumpkin ingredients for pumpkin pie and ingredients for side dishes like sweet potato casserole. The German-owned supermarket chain priced it for $47 and said that was less than it charged for the same items in 2019. 

Meijer, with more than 500 supercenters in the Midwest, jumped into the fray last week by offering a frozen turkey for 49 cents per pound or lower and a $37 Thanksgiving family meal for a group of four to six.

Comparing the respective menus to determine which represents the best value is difficult since recommended serving sizes and contents vary. But the promotions, introduced earlier than ever and at a time when many households remain put off by higher prices, underscore the importance of Thanksgiving to grocers, analysts said. 

    




THANKSGIVING IS A SALES FEAST FOR GROCERS



While consumer perceptions of grocery prices is based on the cost of staples like eggs and milk, "the Thanksgiving meal has become essentially a new benchmark," Jason Goldberg, chief commerce strategy officer at Publicis Groupe, a global marketing and communications company. 

It's the occasion for the second-largest holiday meal for retailers behind the feasts that accompany the winter holidays. Compared with an average, Thanksgiving meal shopping delivered a $2.4 billion sales lift during the week before and after the holiday last year, market research firm Circana said. Shopping for Christmas, Hanukah and New Year's Day meals gave stores a $5.3 billion sales uplift compared with an average week, Circana said.

Walmart launched its offer on Oct. 14, two weeks earlier than last year and plans to make it available through Dec. 24. The two bundles the retailer offered last year contained different items, but Walmart said this year's selected products cost 3.5% less.

Joan Driggs, a Circana vice president, expects shoppers to buy items on sale for half of what they need to prepare Thanksgiving dinner meal. That's double the amount from 2022, when retailers pulled back on promotions due to limited supplies left over from the coronavirus pandemic. 

    



Consumers still aren't seeing discounts as deep as the ones grocers trotted out in pre-pandemic 2019, Driggs said. To attract customers, retailers therefore are creating strategies like meal bundles, which may "lessen the stress" for shoppers since they show the cost per person, she said.

Angel Rosario-Sanchez, 24, a New Jersey resident who was at a Walmart store in Secaucus on Wednesday, said he planned to have Thanksgiving with his friends but had not shopped for groceries yet. Seeing the big displays of Thanksgiving products in the store made him want to return to buy some.

"I always count on Walmart for deals," said Rosario-Sanchez, who usually selects food from Walmart's lower-end, Great Value brand. "Inflation is too much, and it needs to go back to where it originally was."
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GRABBING BARGAINS WITH STORE LABELS AND NATIONAL BRANDS 



For the past two years, Walmart, Target and others have seen price-conscious shoppers shift more of their purchases to store label brands. In response, retailers have improved their selections or created new food lines brands.

Walmart in April launched Bettergoods, its biggest store-label food brand in 20 years in terms of the breadth of items, to appeal to younger customers who aren't loyal to national brands and want chef-inspired foods that are more affordably priced.

But store brands aren't necessarily cheaper. 

Wells Fargo's Agri-Food Institute, a team of national industry advisors that provides economic insights and research, compared the costs of store brands and national name brands for a typical Thanksgiving dinner. The name-brand versions of cranberry sauce were less expensive than the store brands the team inventoried, while the name brand pumpkin pies versus store brand versions were the same price.

Robin Wenzel, the head of the Wells Fargo institute, thinks the makers of some familiar brands realized they "overshot" with some of their post-pandemic price increases and are retrenching.

The Agri-Food Institute's 10-person Thanksgiving menu includes turkey, stuffing, salad, cranberries, dinner rolls and pumpkin pie. Using all name-brand would cost $90 this year, 0.5% less than last year. Preparing the same meal with store-branded food would cost $73, or 2.7% more than a year ago. 

That gives shoppers the option to mix and match, Wenzel said.

    




A TURKEY DINNER COSTS LESS, BUT CONSUMERS MAY NOT NOTICE



The latest government snapshot on inflation showed grocery prices rose just 0.1% from September to October and are up just 1.1% over the past year. That's providing some relief to consumers after food costs surged roughly 23% over the past three years. 

For main Thanksgiving entrees and beverages, prices are easing, but given the spike in food prices in recent years, consumers may or may not feel it. 

A 15-item Thanksgiving meal costs an average of $65.51 this year, down nearly 3% from last year but 42% higher overall than in 2019, retail intelligence provider Datasembly said. For example, a 12-ounce can of jellied cranberry sauce averaged $2.89, which is 1% lower than a year ago but still 90% higher compared with 2019.

A 10-pound frozen turkey averages $10.40 this year, a 19% decrease from 2023 but still 6% higher than in 2019, the data firm said. Prices for some Thanksgiving products are still going up: A 30-ounce box of pumpkin pie mix now costs an average of $5.56, up 6% compared with a year ago and nearly 70% more than five years ago, according to Datasembly.

Like many food retailers, Walmart put a mix of store and name-brand products into its Thanksgiving bundle. The meal deal includes Ocean Spray canned jellied cranberry sauce, and green beans and dinner rolls from the in-house Great Value line. The bundle also includes a white whole frozen turkey from the national brand Shady Brook Farms, and fresh items like a 5-pound pound bag of russet potatoes.

Still, plenty will bypass the bundles at Walmart and elsewhere.


While visiting the Walmart in Secaucus, New Jersey, Nadia Rivest, 70, said she already had shopped at the discounter to buy turkey, fish and chicken for her Thanksgiving meal. But she was only interested in buying fresh items, not canned goods.

"I like red pepper, red tomatoes, something fresh," she said.
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            Activists participate in a demonstration for climate finance at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Rashad Nabiyev, Minster development and transport Azerbaijan, left, and Yalchin Rafiyev, Azerbaijan's COP29 lead negotiator, speaks during a news conference at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Wopke Hoekstra, EU climate commissioner speaks during a news conference at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Syeda Rizwana Hasan, adviser for environment, forest and climate change of Bangladesh, speaks during a news conference at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Attendees listen during a session on urbanization at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Activist Erica Njuguna speaks during a demonstration on climate finance at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Activists demonstrate for climate finance at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            People walk with the Baku Olympic Stadium in the background during the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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                                        BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) -- With time running down, negotiators at the United Nations annual climate talks on Wednesday remained mired in the maze of a trillion-dollar money problem, turning to host Azerbaijan to lead the way to daylight with a promised map to be released in the dark of night.
Vulnerable nations are seeking $1.3 trillion to deal with damage from climate change and to adapt to that change, including building out their own clean-energy systems. Experts agree that at least $1 trillion is called for, but both figures are far more than the developed world has so far offered.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Negotiators are fighting over three big parts of the issue: How big the numbers are, how much is grants or loans, and who contributes. 
After 10 days of talks, the host presidency of the talks, called COP29, promised a draft proposal around midnight local time, which they acknowledged will be far from final and have many decisions still to be made. But it's something, a clear step forward, said lead negotiator Yelchin Rafiyev.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Deadline looms for negotiators seeking a deal for cash to curb global warming
    

    
    
    Addressing the COP29 assembly, Pauline Antoine-Prospere with Saint Lucia's Sustainable Development Ministry says Caribbean nations "can't do it alone," noting that storms are coming faster than infrastructure can be funded.

    


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Pressure on the presidency

    


German special climate envoy Jennifer Morgan late Wednesday afternoon put the onus on the COP29 presidency.
"Much is really now in the presidency's hands and the options that they will put in front of us, the text that will come out," Morgan said. "I think the options can help shift us into the fast lane towards a green and prosperous future or mire us in a fight about lowest common denominators."
And the key to a solution is one word, Morgan said: Trust.
"The most critical currency right now is trust -- trust in the presidency and and trust between and amongst parties," Morgan said. "And what this effectively means is a lot of shuttle diplomacy, numerous huddles between negotiating groups."

    


Negotiators relay some progress, but talks go in 'circles'
At a session where ministers relayed their progress Wednesday, Australia's climate minister Chris Bowen -- one of the ministers leading talks on the money goal -- said that he's heard different proposals on how much cash should be in the pot. As well as the $1.3 trillion proposed by developing countries, nations proposed figures of $900 billion, $600 billion and $440 billion, he said.
Diego Pacheco Balanza, the chair of the Like-Minded Developing Countries negotiating bloc, said the group was also hearing a figure of $200 billion in negotiating corridors. That's not enough, he said. "Developed countries whose legal obligations it is to provide finance continue to shift their responsibility to developing countries," Pacheco Balanza said.
When asked for his response to the $200 billion suggestion, Adonia Ayebare, chair of the G77 plus China negotiating group asked, "Is it a joke?" Speaking to a room of reporters, he added that negotiations need a headline figure of $1.3 trillion. "I used to be a member of the press, I know the headline is important," he said.
But European climate envoy Wopke Hoekstra said "it is important to determine the elements first, so that you can have an informed conversation about what an ambitious and also realistic number could be."
Elsewhere, there appeared to be some positivity on working through other issues at the talks. 

    


South Africa's climate minister Dion George -- one of two ministers leading talks on how to cut planet-warming fossil fuels -- said that "all parties confirmed their commitment to delivering on the Dubai consensus reached last year" when countries pledged to transition away from fossil fuels.
Morgan said 150 nations are working "to come overcome the vocal but isolated minority trying to block progress on" reducing heat-trapping emissions and weaning the world from fossil fuels.
And New Zealand's climate minister Simon Watts was also "very encouraged" by movement on so-called Article 6, a proposal to slash emissions through, among other things, a system of carbon credits that allow nations to pollute if they offset emissions elsewhere.
But a lot was still left to work out. 
Alden Meyer of the European think tank E3G summed up the state of negotiations on Wednesday by saying the word of the day at the talks is "circle... as in going around in circles."

    


Delegates feel both frustration and hope
Juan Pablo Hoffmaister of the Environmental Defense Fund said "the frustration is palpable" as time starts to run out.
Hoffmaister, who's a former negotiator for developing countries, said that while potential climate finance goals are finally out, it's still unclear how they will be delivered -- loans, grants or other means. "We need to fix this over the next 72 hours," he said.
Italy's special envoy for climate change, Francesco Corvaro, said negotiations feel like they are moving in the right direction, but that it's likely going to take extra time to reach a deal. "We can't fail," he said. But he stressed that Europe doesn't have the capacity to cover the cost of climate finance alone.
Ali Mohamed, chair of the African Group of Negotiators said he hopes "that our partners will come forward with a justifiable number that will meet the needs and the the scale of the growing problems of climate change." 

    


Mohamed said there is a clear obligation for developed countries to support poorer countries but "up to now, we don't seem to have a figure," he said expressing frustration at the slow progress.
Rizwana Hasan, adviser to the Bangladesh government on environment and climate change, also slammed developed countries in a press conference, saying "the global north and the major emitting countries still lack the feeling of urgency and true commitment" on curbing climate change.
But, she said, there is reason to keep trust in process. "You can't give up hope," she said. "Giving up hope makes no sense."
UN chief says success is in the hands of rich nations
Meanwhile, half the world away in Rio, Brazil, where the Group of 20 summit wrapped up on Tuesday, the United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told the group of the world's largest economies that "the success of COP29 is largely in your hands."
"That goal, the financial goal, in its different layers, must meet the needs of developing countries, beginning with a significant increase in concessional public funds," he said.
And the president of Brazil, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, said developed nations should consider moving their 2050 emission goals forward to 2040 or 2045.
"The G20 is responsible for 80% of greenhouse effect emissions," he said. "Even if we are not walking the same speed, we can all take one more step."
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            Hong Kong media tycoon Jimmy Lai, who founded local newspaper Apple Daily, is about to wear a face mask before entering a court in Hong Kong on May 5, 2020. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)
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            Police stand guard outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Police stand guard outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            People wait to enter the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, ahead of Hong Kong activist publisher Jimmy Lai's national security trial. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Police stand guard outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            A Correctional Services Department vehicle arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, ahead of Hong Kong activist publisher Jimmy Lai's national security trial. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Armed police stand guard outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Police stand guard outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Police stand guard outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Police stand guard outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            A Correctional Services Department vehicle arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, ahead of Hong Kong activist publisher Jimmy Lai's national security trial. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Armed police stand guard outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- Former Hong Kong publisher Jimmy Lai denied in his landmark national security trial on Wednesday he had asked then U.S. Vice President Mike Pence and then Secretary of State Mike Pompeo to take action against the city and China during the territory's anti-government protests in 2019. 
Lai, founder of the now-shuttered Apple Daily pro-democracy newspaper, was arrested in 2020 in the crackdown that followed the protests. He is accused of colluding with foreign forces to endanger national security and conspiring with others to issue seditious publications. If convicted, he faces up to life in prison.
He testified about his meetings with former U.S. officials and gave details about his alleged political connections with people in the U.S., Britain and Taiwan, including Taiwan ex-President Tsai Ing-wen and Hong Kong's last British governor, Chris Patten.

    


The media tycoon, who also describes himself as a businessman and social activist, said he never tried to influence foreign policy on Hong Kong or China through the people he met overseas or ask them to take action against them. 




Lai's case is widely seen as a measure of media freedom and judicial independence in the Asian financial hub. 
Lai testified in English that he asked Pence to voice his support for Hong Kong during a 2019 visit to the U.S. But he said he did not ask the U.S. government to take any action, saying, "It's beyond me." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
During the same trip Lai also met with Pompeo and had a similar discussion about the situation in Hong Kong, he said. 
When Lai's lawyer, Steven Kwan, asked him whether he had requested the U.S. to do something at that meeting, Lai said "not to do something but to say something. To voice out its support for Hong Kong."
Beijing promised to retain the former British colony's civil liberties for 50 years when it returned to Chinese rule in 1997. But critics say that promise has become threadbare under the rubric of maintaining national security. 

    


Authorities have used a Beijing-imposed national security law to prosecute many of Hong Kong's leading activists, including Lai and 45 democracy advocates who were sentenced to four to 10 years in prison on Tuesday. Other pro-democracy figures were forced into self-exile or silenced. Dozens of civil society groups have disbanded under the threat of the law. 
Beijing and Hong Kong governments insist that the law restored stability to the city following the 2019 protests.
Prosecutors alleged that Lai asked foreign countries, especially the United States, to take actions against Beijing "under the guise of fighting for freedom and democracy."
They pointed to Lai's meetings with Pence, Pompeo and U.S. senators in July 2019 to discuss a now-withdrawn extradition bill that sparked the anti-government protests. They allege that Lai sought support from the U.S. in sanctioning mainland Chinese and Hong Kong leaders who cracked down on the movement.
Dozens of people stood in the rain to secure a seat in the courtroom, including former Apple Daily reader William Wong, who said he wanted to remind Lai that Hong Kongers have not forgotten him. 

    


"I haven't seen him for a few months. I know he will testify himself, so I want to encourage him," said Wong, 64.
Upon entering the court, Lai waved and smiled at his family members, who sat next to the city's Roman Catholic Cardinal Joseph Zen. 
During the hearing, Lai said that he had introduced former U.S. officials Paul Wolfowitz and Jack Keane to Tsai, whom he called a friend.
Lai said Tsai wanted to know more about the thinking of then President Donald Trump's administration, and knew he was "supportive of Trump." She thought he was familiar with the U.S. because of his links with U.S. think tanks. But he never communicated with Trump, he said. 
He said he wanted to help Taiwan to know how to better deal with the U.S., because the island was the only democracy of Chinese people.
But Lai rejected the idea of Hong Kong independence, saying it was a "crazy" idea and he never allowed his staff or the newspaper to mention it.

    


He said he broke into the media world "to participate in delivering freedom."
"The more you know, the more you are free," he said, adding that the core values of Apple Daily were the core values of the people of Hong Kong, including the rule of law, freedom and the pursuit of democracy
In May 2020, a month before the security law took effect, Lai took up the role of executive chairman of Next Digital, the parent company of Apple Daily. 
The trial will continue on Thursday. 
The U.S. and U.K. governments and independent U.N. human rights experts have called for Lai's release.
Asked before his reelection this month whether he would talk to Chinese President Xi Jinping to seek Lai's release, Trump said: "100%, I will get him out."
Hong Kong leader John Lee said that mutual respect is important for the development of trade relations and there should be no interference in local affairs. 

    


U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer also raised concerns over Lai's detention to Xi in a meeting during the Group of 20 summit in Brazil.
Hong Kong's security minister Chris Tang maintained the prosecution was based on facts.
Lai's son, Sebastien Lai, said on Friday that his father's treatment in prison is "inhumane." "My father is now 77 and has spent nearly four years in a maximum-security prison in solitary confinement," he said in the statement released by Britain-based law firm Doughty Street Chambers.
On Sunday, the Hong Kong government condemned some members of the law firm for what it called spreading misinformation. It said the separation of Lai from other inmates "has been made at his own request" and was approved by prison authorities. It added judges remain independent and partial when handling national security cases.
Chinese foreign ministry's spokesperson Lin Jian told reporters on Wednesday that Lai is a major mastermind in the rise of anti-China sentiments in Hong Kong and a "pawn of anti-China forces." He said China firmly opposes the interference of certain countries in its internal affairs. 

On the eve of the court hearing, some U.S. lawmakers gathered with the younger Lai in a restaurant near the U.S. Capitol in Washington in a show of support for the publisher.
___
Didi Tang contributed to this report from Washington.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hong-kong-jimmy-lai-national-security-trial-4364ca9635ff2d6601cdbd172ff94fdb
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            Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis celebrates after winning against Ben Shelton of the United States during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Taylor Fritz of the United States celebrates a point against Australia's Alex de Minaur during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Ben Shelton of the United States reacts against Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 9 | 
            Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis celebrates after winning against Ben Shelton of the United States during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Australia beats the United States at the Davis Cup to reach the semifinals

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 9 | 
            Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis celebrates after winning against Ben Shelton of the United States during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 9

                                    
                                    Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis celebrates after winning against Ben Shelton of the United States during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 9 | 
            Taylor Fritz of the United States celebrates a point against Australia's Alex de Minaur during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 9

                                    
                                    Taylor Fritz of the United States celebrates a point against Australia's Alex de Minaur during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 9 | 
            Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis celebrates after winning against Ben Shelton of the United States during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 9

                                    
                                    Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis celebrates after winning against Ben Shelton of the United States during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 9 | 
            Ben Shelton of the United States gestures as he plays Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 9

                                    
                                    Ben Shelton of the United States gestures as he plays Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 9 | 
            Taylor Fritz of the United States returns the ball to Australia's Alex de Minaur during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 9

                                    
                                    Taylor Fritz of the United States returns the ball to Australia's Alex de Minaur during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 9 | 
            Taylor Fritz of the United States, right, shakes hands afer defeating Australia's Alex de Minaur during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 9

                                    
                                    Taylor Fritz of the United States, right, shakes hands afer defeating Australia's Alex de Minaur during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 9 | 
            Ben Shelton of the United States returns the ball to Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 9

                                    
                                    Ben Shelton of the United States returns the ball to Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 9 | 
            Ben Shelton of the United States reacts against Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 9

                                    
                                    Ben Shelton of the United States reacts against Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 9 | 
            Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis celebrates after winning against Ben Shelton of the United States during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 9

                                    
                                    Australia's Athanasios Kokkinakis celebrates after winning against Ben Shelton of the United States during a Davis Cup quarterfinal match at the Martin Carpena Sports Hall, in Malaga, southern Spain, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            HOWARD FENDRICH

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        MALAGA, Spain (AP) -- Australia reached the Davis Cup semifinals for the third consecutive year, eliminating the United States 2-1 when Matt Ebden and Jordan Thompson beat the surprise, last-minute pairing of Ben Shelton and Tommy Paul 6-4, 6-4 in the deciding doubles match on Thursday. 
The victory on an indoor hard court at the Palacio de Deportes Jose Maria Martina Carpena in southern Spain means 28-time Davis Cup champion Australia will face defending champion Italy or Argentina on Saturday for a spot in the final of the annual team competition.
The other semifinal, to be contested Friday, is the Netherlands against Germany. The Dutch got past Rafael Nadal and Spain in the quarterfinals earlier in the week, sending the 22-time Grand Slam champion into retirement.
The Australians were the runners-up the past two years, including in 2023 against Italy, which is led by No. 1-ranked Jannik Sinner. 

    


The Americans own a record 32 Davis Cup titles but haven't been to the semifinals since 2018 and haven't claimed the title since 2007, their longest drought in the event.
The Shelton-Paul substitution for Paris Olympics silver medalists Austin Krajicek and Rajeev Ram was announced about 15 minutes before the doubles match began. Ebden and John Peers beat Krajicek and Ram in the Summer Games final in August.




The Australians broke once in each set of the doubles. In the second, they stole one of Shelton's service games on the fourth break opportunity when Ebden's overhead smash made it 5-4. Thompson then served out the victory, closing it with a service winner before chest-bumping Ebden.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The 21st-ranked Shelton made his Davis Cup debut earlier Thursday in singles against 77th-ranked Thanasi Kokkinakis, who emerged from a tight-as-can-be tiebreaker by saving four match points and eventually converting his seventh to win 6-1, 4-6, 7-6 (14). 

    


No. 4 Taylor Fritz, the U.S. Open runner-up, then pulled the Americans even with a far more straightforward victory over No. 9 Alex de Minaur, 6-3, 6-4.
Kokkinakis withstood 21 aces from Shelton, a big-serving left-hander who reached the U.S. Open semifinals in 2023.
When their match finally ended, on a backhand by Shelton that landed long, Kokkinakis dropped onto his back and pounded his chest. After he rose, he threw a ball into the stands, then walked over to Australia's sideline, spiked his racket and yelled, before hugging captain Lleyton Hewitt.
"I don't know if I've been that pumped up in my life. I wanted that for my team," said Kokkinakis, who won the 2022 Australian Open men's doubles title with Nick Kyrgios. "It could have gone either way, but I kept my nerve."
One key stat: Shelton finished with 29 unforced errors in his Davis Cup debut, nearly twice as many as the 15 by Kokkinakis.
After a strong hold at love in an opening game that included a 139 mph (224 kph) ace and a trio of service winners, Shelton lost his way completely, losing 12 of his next 16 service points and six games in a row overall. That set ended with Shelton double-faulting when he was cited for a foot fault.

    


But he broke to open the second set and soon the match was far more competitive.
"Once I got going, I thought I found a really good groove," Shelton said. "I didn't exactly like how I finished the match at the end. I thought I left a little bit on the table."

Fritz won nine of his 10 service games against de Minaur and dealt just fine with a quick turnaround after reaching the title match at the ATP Finals on Sunday in Turin, Italy, before losing to Sinner.
Fritz flew to Spain the next day, then practiced Tuesday and Wednesday.
"I'm just really happy," Fritz said, "with how I held it together."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                                        MALAGA, Spain (AP) -- As Rafael Nadal prepared to serve in what turned out to be the last tennis match of his career, a woman's voice broke the silence from the stands: "You make Spain proud!"
Not long after that, Nadal was wiping away tears from his face and waving goodbye to his fans.
His farewell from tennis was as emotional as expected when it came in Malaga on Tuesday, too soon for most. Nadal deliberately set up his swansong on a home court but Spain was eliminated in the Davis Cup quarterfinals and he and they couldn't complete his exalted career with a win.
It was also heart-wrenching for his fans across Spain as they saw one of the country's very best -- arguably its greatest sportsperson ever -- finally call it quits.
"It's clear that Rafa is the best athlete ever in Spain. He is on a different level than everyone else, by far," Feliciano Lopez, a former tennis player and the tournament director of the Davis Cup Finals, told The Associated Press. "No disrespect to all other Spanish athletes, and we have very good ones, but no one has been able to inspire the fans the same way that Rafa did."

    


Lopez, who was Nadal's teammate in the Davis Cup, compared him to the likes of Tiger Woods, Michael Jordan and Muhammad Ali, all athletes who transcended sports.




"There is a very small group of athletes who, during their careers, were able to inspire people in a special way, going beyond sports," Lopez said. "Rafa belongs to this small group. People everywhere in the world will remember Rafa some 40 or 50 years from now." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Unable to overcome a string of injuries in recent years, the 38-year-old Nadal retired from professional tennis after more than 20 years on tour and 22 Grand Slam titles, two more than Roger Federer and second only to the 24 of Novak Djokovic, the only one of the Big Three still playing.
The front pages of Spain's dailies all talked about Nadal following his farewell match -- a 6-4, 6-4 defeat against No. 80 Botic van de Zandschulp of the Netherlands.

    


"It was an honor," the sports daily AS said.
"Thank you, Rafa," Marca headlined.
"Eternal," Mundo Deportivo said.
It's hard to find any other Spanish athlete coming close to Nadal's fame and sporting achievements.
Other Spaniards who have earned sporting greatness include five-time major golf champion Seve Ballesteros; five-time Tour de France winner Miguel Indurain, two-time NBA champion Pau Gasol; two-time Formula 1 champion Fernando Alonso; six-time MotoGP champion Marc Marquez; and four-time Dakar Rally winner Carlos Sainz.
Spain also has a long list of successful soccer players, including World Cup winners Iker Casillas and Andres Iniesta, but none with a status like a Cristiano Ronaldo or Lionel Messi, who have transcended sports like Nadal.
Nadal is also a two-time Olympic champion, and was Spain's flag-bearer during the 2016 Games in Rio de Janeiro.
He is adored in Spain just as much for his victories as he is for his passion and unwavering dedication, and is seen as an example for society in general for his values and humbleness on and off the courts.

    


"Nadal makes us Spaniards feel proud. He represents the values of passion, camaraderie, solidarity. He will always be the image of sport in Spain," said Clara Garcia, a 35-year-old fan who was in Malaga to watch Nadal. "It's not easy knowing that he won't be playing and representing Spain on the courts around the world anymore."
Federer gushed about his friend and longtime foe's retirement in an open letter. "You made Spain proud, you made the whole tennis world proud. You have always been a role model for kids around the world."
Nadal told the crowd in his farewell ceremony after Spain's loss that he always "strived to be better and achieve my goals from a place of respect, humility, and I valued all the good things that happened to me.
"I've tried to be a good person, which was what mattered the most to me, and I hope that you have noticed that."
Fellow tennis pros Djokovic and Serena Williams, as well as former soccer stars David Beckham and other athletes praised Nadal.

    


"Thank you for so many incredible moments and memories as a tennis fan and for everything that you have done to inspire young people around the world," former England and Real Madrid player Beckham said.
"My goodness, you will be missed," Williams said.
Carlos Alcaraz, regarded as Nadal's heir in Spanish tennis -- he already has four Grand Slam titles at 21 -- said it will be hard to avoid the inevitable pressure that will come along with following in the footsteps of his idol.
"I don't want to think that we have to continue his legacy. I don't want it to be a frustration if we don't reach the level that he reached," Alcaraz said. "If I achieve half of what he achieved, I will be happy. His legacy is going to be eternal."
It wasn't quite clear what the future would hold for Nadal, who is an avid golfer and who has always been linked to Real Madrid. He has said in the past he would probably enjoy being the club's president one day.

    


"My life will change radically," Nadal said on Wednesday after arriving home in Mallorca, where he also has the Rafa Nadal Academy. "I have to accept this change as something normal, and accept that my life will be different now than it was for the last 30 years or so. I'm excited about it, there is no doubt."
One thing was certain: Nadal will never be too far away from tennis. 

"I'll retire from the sport but I will continue to be available for whatever is needed, and to being a good ambassador, which is what I have tried to do my entire life."
___
AP Tennis Writer Howard Fendrich contributed.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            English singer-songwrite Ed Sheeran, left, watches the Autumn Nations series rugby union match between England and Australia, at Twickenham stadium, London Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Ian Walton)
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            Ipswich Town's Sammie Szmodics scores their side's first goal of the game via an overhead kick during the Premier League match between Tottenham and Ipswich at Tottenham Hotspur stadium, London, Sunday Nov. 10, 2024. (Steven Paston/PA via AP)
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            Leicester City's Facundo Buonanotte and Ipswich Town's Sammie Szmodics, right, battle for the ball during the English Premier League soccer match between Ipswich Town and Leicester City at Portman Road, Ipswich, England, Saturday Nov. 2, 2024. (Zac Goodwin/PA via AP)
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            Ipswich Town's Sammie Szmodics scores their side's first goal of the game via an overhead kick during the Premier League match between Tottenham and Ipswich at Tottenham Hotspur stadium, London, Sunday Nov. 10, 2024. (Steven Paston/PA via AP)
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            Leicester City's Facundo Buonanotte and Ipswich Town's Sammie Szmodics, right, battle for the ball during the English Premier League soccer match between Ipswich Town and Leicester City at Portman Road, Ipswich, England, Saturday Nov. 2, 2024. (Zac Goodwin/PA via AP)
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                                        Ed Sheeran was about to join Taylor Swift on stage at a concert over the summer when he got a call from his favorite soccer team.
It needed his help to sign a player.
Sheeran, the British pop star, is a minor shareholder at Ipswich Town, which returned to the English Premier League this season for the first time since 2002.
Turns out he is more than just an investor and lifelong fan. He's now part of Ipswich's recruitment team.
"In the summer, we were trying to persuade one particular player to join the football club and realized very quickly that he was an Ed Sheeran fan," said Ipswich CEO Mark Ashton, speaking at a Soccerex industry event in Miami.
"Ed jumped on a Zoom call with him at the training ground, just before he stepped on stage with Taylor Swift. Hopefully that was a key part in getting the player across the line."
Ashton didn't disclose the player in question, saying only: "He's certainly scoring a few goals."

    


Sheeran and Swift were on stage together at a show at Wembley Stadium on Aug. 15, a day before Ipswich signed Sammie Szmodics from Blackburn.
Szmodics was the top scorer in the second-tier Championship last season, and after scoring from an overhead kick in Ipswich's 2-1 win at Tottenham this month, he posted a photograph of himself with Sheeran on Instagram.




"Overhead kick, Win & a smudge with big ed. GET IN THERE," Szmodics, an Ireland international, wrote.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Sheeran is Ipswich's most famous supporter and has been the club's shirt sponsor since 2021. His status as a minority owner grants him access to an executive box at Ipswich's Portman Road stadium and he is regularly seen at matches.
Ipswich hosts Manchester United on Sunday in a match notable for being Ruben Amorim's first in charge of United.

Ashton spoke highly of Sheeran at the Soccerex event, saying with a smile: "He's a local man, a global superstar, sponsor of the football club, now a shareholder and now officially a part of our recruitment team."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Mavs star Luka Doncic has a right wrist sprain and will be re-evaluated in a week
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                    Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic (77) drives to the basket as New Orleans Pelicans' Trey Murphy III (25) defends in the first half of an Emirates NBA Cup basketball game in Dallas, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Luka Doncic has a right wrist sprain that will sideline the Dallas Mavericks star on a three-game road trip starting Friday night in Denver.
The Mavericks said Thursday their five-time All-Star will be re-evaluated in a week. The defending Western Conference champions also visit Miami and Atlanta on the trip, and the timeline for Doncic suggests he will miss a home game against the New York Knicks on Wednesday as well.
Doncic said he started feeling discomfort in the wrist in the first quarter of a 132-91 victory over the New Orleans Pelicans on Tuesday.
The five-time All-Star had missed the previous game against Oklahoma City with a right knee contusion. That was the first game Doncic missed this season.

Doncic is tied for eighth in the NBA in scoring at 28.1 points per game as part of a star-studded backcourt that includes Kyrie Irving and Klay Thompson. Irving is averaging 24.3 points per game.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mavericks-luka-doncic-injury-310869e0899383a3159b6ed8c54acce9



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Giannis Antetokounmpo launches venture capital fund for investments in sports and entertainment
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                    Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo tries to get past Houston Rockets' Jabari Smith Jr. during the first half of an NBA basketball game Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                        MILWAUKEE (AP) -- Giannis Antetokounmpo is looking for some assists off the court, aiding with investments in early stage startup companies.
The Milwaukee Bucks superstar announced the launch Thursday of Build Your Legacy Ventures, a venture capital fund that will focus on investments in sports, entertainment and technology.
Antetokounmpo, the two-time NBA MVP from Greece, is hoping to help connect entrepreneurs with investors who will be able to grow their businesses.

"This fund is not just about capital; it's about forging partnerships and opening my network to accelerate the growth trajectory for companies," Antetokounmpo said. "I want to help other entrepreneurs, especially those who have faced barriers, to grow and succeed."
The fund has already invested in Unrivaled, the new women's 3-on-3 basketball league.
Antetokounmpo is also an investor in the Milwaukee Brewers, Nashville SC and LA Golf Club.
Antetokounmpo had 41 points, nine rebounds and eight assists in the Bucks' 122-106 victory over Chicago on Wednesday. 
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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World swim body eases rules on approved Russians competing in relays and some team events
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                    Russian President Vladimir Putin meets with First Deputy Prime Minister Denis Manturov at the Kremlin, in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) -- The World Aquatics governing body of swimming has eased rules that now allow approved athletes from Russia and Belarus to compete in team events at international meetings.
World Aquatics confirmed Thursday that its ruling bureau has updated competition rules that will let athletes who have been competing as neutrals in individual events during the invasion of Ukraine to team up and compete in swim relays, artistic swimming and synchronized diving.
Ahead of the Paris Olympics, aquatics and other sports bodies followed International Olympic Committee guidance and vetted individual athletes with passports from Russia and Belarus to return to competition. The IOC suggested a complete ban would be discrimination, though track and field's World Athletics imposed one.
The neutrality rules included not publicly supporting the invasion of Ukraine and not having ties to the military and state security agencies.

    


Four swimmers -- one from Russia and three from Belarus -- competed in Paris as neutral individuals without a national identity of team colors, flag or anthem. They won no medals.




The current list of approved neutral athletes in aquatics includes seven swimmers from Russia and seven from Belarus, three divers from Russia and three artistic swimmers from Belarus.

The IOC also advised continuing to exclude Russia and Belarus from team sports. The countries remain barred from international water polo "which intrinsically involves ... physical contact between athletes," the World Aquatics guidelines stated.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/world-aquatics-swimming-russia-belarus-neutral-074d1a014d1ab45fb5417a9cc9d4dad3



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Teresa Weatherspoon isn't dwelling on surprising firing by Chicago Sky
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                    FILE - Chicago Sky coach Teresa Weatherspoon calls out to players during the first half of the team's WNBA basketball game against the New York Liberty, May 23, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)
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                                        Teresa Weatherspoon is focused on her future and not dwelling on the past.
It's been nearly two months since the Chicago Sky fired her as coach after just one season with the franchise.
"I'm excited," Weatherspoon said on a conference call for her new team in the Unrivaled 3-on-3 league. "The one thing about me is I process things, and I let it go. I process and I let it go."
It was the first time that Weatherspoon spoke publicly since she was let go after a 13-27 season with the Sky, who recently hired Tyler Marsh to replace her.
"I can't sit there. I can't wonder why. I got to move," Weatherspoon said. "This is my life, this is what I live to do. I love what I do."
She connected with Chicago's young star players Angel Reese and Chennedy Carter. Reese is playing in the fledgling 3-on-3 league, but not on Weatherspoon's team.
"And you got to know this, and you got to stand on this -- you're not for everybody. ... And I'm OK with that. I know the things that I did, I know the things that I have to change. I know the things that I had to go through, and what I took through, and I will do that again over and over and over," she said. "And in the process, you always learn a lot of things about yourself. I'm about myself first, about me first. What I learned, what I carry but at the end of the day, I'm fine. I'm great. I'm awesome."

    


A lot of Weatherspoon's role with the new league will be about player development. Something she's done at many of the stops along her coaching journey with the New York Liberty and New Orleans Pelicans.




Fellow Unrivaled coach Phil Handy, who spent time coaching with the Los Angeles Lakers and Toronto Raptors, felt for Weatherspoon.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Look, does it hurt? Is it disappointing? Is it frustrating? All of those things included, but T-Spoon is showing just like a lot of other coaches that ... we got to carry on," he said. "And our love and passion for the game is what kind of continues to push us through even when you get through these pitfalls."

Since being let go, Weatherspoon spent time watching the New York Liberty -- a team she starred for when the WNBA first began -- win their first championship. She was one of team's alumni who took part in the championship celebratory parade.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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UConn coach Geno Auriemma breaks NCAA wins record, getting 1,217th career victory
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            1 of 18 | 
            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma reacts as former player Diana Taurasi speaks as he is honored for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            2 of 18 | 
            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma holds a jersey presented to him by players Paige Bueckers, left, Caroline Ducharme, and Azzi Fudd, right, as he is honored for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            3 of 18 | 
            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma poses for a photograph with his players past and present and coaches as he is honored for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            4 of 18 | 
            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma, center, stands with associate head coach Chris Dailey, left, and former players Diana Taurasi, second from left, and Maya Moore Irons, right, after defeating Fairleigh Dickinson to surpass Tara VanDerveer for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            5 of 18 | 
            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma and associate head coach Chris Dailey receive recognition from UConn president Radenka Maric, left, during a pregame ceremony honoring Auriemma and longtime assistant Chris Dailey, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            6 of 18 | 
            Former players including Sue Bird, Diana Taurasi, Maya Moore and Kelly Faris, front row from left, cheer for their former coach during a pregame ceremony honoring Geno Auriemma and longtime assistant Chris Dailey, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma and associate head coach Chris Dailey enter a pregame ceremony honoring them, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            8 of 18 | 
            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma directs his team during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against North Carolina in Greensboro, N.C., Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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            9 of 18 | 
            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma directs his team during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against North Carolina in Greensboro, N.C., Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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            FILE - UConn associate head coach Chris Dailey speaks with UConn head coach Geno Auriemma during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against North Carolina, Sunday, Dec. 10, 2023, in Uncasville, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill, File)
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            Fans pose for photos as they line up to come into Gampel Pavilion before an NCAA game between UConn and Fairleigh Dickinson, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            12 of 18 | 
            UConn guard Paige Bueckers hugs former player Sue Bird before pregame ceremony honoring Geno Auriemma and longtime assistant Chris Dailey, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            Fans play with goats in a small petting zoo outside of Gampel Pavilion at a Fan Fest prior to an NCCA basketball game between UConn and Fairleigh Dickinson, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            14 of 18 | 
            Former UConn players Azura Stevens, left, and Napheesa Collier, right, take a selfie during a pregame ceremony honoring Geno Auriemma and longtime assistant Chris Dailey, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            15 of 18 | 
            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma smiles as he is honored for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            16 of 18 | 
            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma poses for a photograph with his players past and present and coaches as he is honored for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            17 of 18 | 
            Former UConn player Maya Moore Irons addresses the audience and UConn head coach Geno Auriemma during a post game ceremony for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma high fives students he called out onto the court during a post game ceremony celebrating the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma reacts as former player Diana Taurasi speaks as he is honored for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma holds a jersey presented to him by players Paige Bueckers, left, Caroline Ducharme, and Azzi Fudd, right, as he is honored for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma poses for a photograph with his players past and present and coaches as he is honored for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma, center, stands with associate head coach Chris Dailey, left, and former players Diana Taurasi, second from left, and Maya Moore Irons, right, after defeating Fairleigh Dickinson to surpass Tara VanDerveer for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma and associate head coach Chris Dailey receive recognition from UConn president Radenka Maric, left, during a pregame ceremony honoring Auriemma and longtime assistant Chris Dailey, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            Former players including Sue Bird, Diana Taurasi, Maya Moore and Kelly Faris, front row from left, cheer for their former coach during a pregame ceremony honoring Geno Auriemma and longtime assistant Chris Dailey, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma and associate head coach Chris Dailey enter a pregame ceremony honoring them, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma directs his team during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against North Carolina in Greensboro, N.C., Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma directs his team during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against North Carolina in Greensboro, N.C., Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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            FILE - UConn associate head coach Chris Dailey speaks with UConn head coach Geno Auriemma during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against North Carolina, Sunday, Dec. 10, 2023, in Uncasville, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill, File)
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            Fans pose for photos as they line up to come into Gampel Pavilion before an NCAA game between UConn and Fairleigh Dickinson, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            UConn guard Paige Bueckers hugs former player Sue Bird before pregame ceremony honoring Geno Auriemma and longtime assistant Chris Dailey, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            Fans play with goats in a small petting zoo outside of Gampel Pavilion at a Fan Fest prior to an NCCA basketball game between UConn and Fairleigh Dickinson, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            Former UConn players Azura Stevens, left, and Napheesa Collier, right, take a selfie during a pregame ceremony honoring Geno Auriemma and longtime assistant Chris Dailey, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma smiles as he is honored for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma poses for a photograph with his players past and present and coaches as he is honored for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            Former UConn player Maya Moore Irons addresses the audience and UConn head coach Geno Auriemma during a post game ceremony for the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            UConn head coach Geno Auriemma high fives students he called out onto the court during a post game ceremony celebrating the most wins in college basketball history, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Storrs, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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    The AP Top 25 women's college basketball poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


STORRS, Conn. (AP) -- Geno Auriemma soaked in the moment. UConn's Hall of Fame coach now stands alone atop the NCAA basketball wins list.
Auriemma broke a tie with former Stanford women's coach Tara VanDerveer, earning his 1,217th career victory with an 85-41 win over Fairleigh Dickinson on Wednesday night.
"We never sat down and said hey, let's make a 40-year plan and see if we can make this happen," Auriemma said. "It's about coming here every day and trying to be better than we were yesterday."
He has spent four decades building UConn into the standard for women's college basketball. The school celebrated those 40 years Wednesday night. 
"I know it means a lot to a lot of people here at UConn that worked really, really hard to make it possible," Auriemma said. "You saw all the players here, means a lot to them. Every single person that had a hand in all this, means a lot to them to be a part of it, want to share in it. I'm sure when the season's over I'll be able to look back on it and think about it."

    


Surrounded by the greatest players in UConn history, including Diana Taurasi, Sue Bird, Maya Moore and Rebecca Lobo, Auriemma and longtime assistant Chris Dailey took in the incredible achievement in a postgame ceremony.




"It's not very often in life you get to experience something that's never been done before and that you get to experience something that will never be done again," Lobo said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
More than 60 alums of the program were in attendance. Nearly two dozen of them played in the WNBA. The former UConn players were part of the record 11 national championships that the school has won. UConn has reached the Final Four 23 times, including in 15 of the past 16 seasons.
Before the game, the school presented the pair with ruby colored glass basketballs in honor of their 40 years at UConn. It was a day of celebrations for Auriemma and Dailey. There was a petting zoo with, fittingly, goats across from the arena as well as ice cream from the famous UConn Dairy Barn. They created a flavor "Legend-Berry Legacy" in honor of the two coaches.

    


The ceremony ended with a goat coming out on the red carpet and Auriemma taking a photo with it. He later said that he scratched himself while petting it.
Auriemma and Dailey received ladders from Nike and Connecticut governor Ned Lamont presented a sign that said "Welcome to Connecticut, home of the winningest coach in basketball history."
His current team presented Auriemma with a framed jersey with the number 1,217 on it. The student section, during the final minute of the game, held up cards that spelled out 1,217.
"He gives credit to everybody around him, and he doesn't really take it for himself," Huskies star Paige Bueckers said. "But what he's built here, it's here because of him, so he definitely downplays it. He doesn't want to do the whole thing: the celebration, the goats, the ice cream, it's all extra to him. But he deserves it, and we want to celebrate him, because he doesn't celebrate himself a lot. So everyone around him will make sure they do that job."

    


Auriemma began his journey with UConn in 1985 and currently is 1,217-162 in his career. He has only had one losing season in his career -- his first one with the Huskies. Before he came to the school from Virginia, the program had only one winning season.
VanDerveer offered her congratulations to Auriemma after the game.
"This is yet another outstanding milestone in a career filled with them for Geno Auriemma. The level of success he has maintained at UConn over four decades will never be duplicated," she said in a statement. "But his tremendous legacy extends far beyond any number of wins. It lives in the lives of the countless young women he has positively influenced throughout his career. Congratulations to Geno and Chris on this incredible accomplishment." 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP women's college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-womens-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/womens-college-basketball

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/uconn-geno-auriemma-ncaa-record-wins-efcd91547039b13c5a46bd6d2994714d
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            Republican Presidential nominee former President Donald Trump dances as former first lady Melania Trump watches at the Palm Beach County Convention Center during an election night watch party, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump dances after speaking at a campaign rally at PPG Paints Arena, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            San Francisco 49ers defensive end Nick Bosa (97) celebrates after sacking Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Baker Mayfield during the second half of an NFL football game in Tampa, Fla., Sunday, Nov. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jason Behnken)
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            Las Vegas Raiders tight end Brock Bowers (89) scores a touchdown during the second half of an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, Sunday, Nov. 17, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            United States' Christian Pulisic (10) celebrates after scoring during the first half in a CONCACAF Nations League quarterfinal second leg soccer match against Jamaica Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in St. Louis. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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                                        If the latest dance sweeping the sports world is any indication, Donald Trump and the NFL might get along much better in his second term in the White House than they did the first time around.
Several NFL players have taken a cue from the college ranks and even soccer pitches and mixed martial arts octagons and are celebrating big moments by hitting the "Trump dance."
It started with San Francisco star defensive end Nick Bosa celebrating a sack during the 49ers' win over Tampa Bay in Week 10 and it took off Sunday when at least four players broke out the Trump-inspired dance.

    


After sacking Buccaneers quarterback Baker Mayfield, Bosa swayed his hips slowly from side to side and swung his arms in a similar rhythm, just like the 78-year-old president-elect had done on the campaign trail, usually while "Y.M.C.A." blared at his rallies.
College football players have been doing the Trump dance for weeks. Players from the English club Barnsley celebrated a recent goal with the Trump dance and U.S. men's soccer star Christian Pulisic got in on it after scoring a goal against Jamaica in a Concacaf Nations League matchup Monday. 




The Trump dance took off in the NFL over the weekend with several players celebrating sacks or scores with it.
It's not clear why some players have chosen to mimic the dance moves, though it's not surprising in the case of Bosa, who is a Trump supporter.

    



    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In his first term in office, there was friction between Trump and the league. Trump took issue with players kneeling during the national anthem to protest social or racial injustice. That was a movement that began in 2016 with then-49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick taking a knee during "The Star-Spangled Banner" during an exhibition game in Denver.

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Now, Trump's dance moves are inspiring celebrations across the league he once vilified. 
Raiders rookie tight end Brock Bowers, Titans wide receiver Calvin Ridley and Lions defensive end Za'Darius Smith were among those using the moves last weekend.

    


A week earlier, Bosa's teammates, Leonard Floyd, Fred Warner and Sam Okuayinonu, all joined in Bosa's dance, which came not long after Bosa was fined $11,255 by the NFL for wearing a cap with a pro-Donald Trump message when he crashed quarterback Brock Purdy's postgame television interview ahead of the election.
Bosa said it was well worth the price of a fine for violating the league's uniform and equipment rules that prohibit players from conveying personal messages without NFL consent. 
The league, however, has no problem with Bosa or anyone else doing the Trump dance.
"There's no issue with a celebratory dance such as what took place Sunday or the previous week with the 49ers on November 10," NFL spokesman Brian McCarthy confirmed to The Associated Press this week.
The NFL rule book and the league's player manual both outline when a celebration could be flagged or a player would be fined for unsportsmanlike conduct. Those actions include prolonged or excessive celebration, any violent gesture or an act that is sexually suggestive or offensive. 

    


The NFL has loosened it celebration rules in the last few years. The league's player manual gives guidance on how players can celebrate without drawing a flag or fine. It states, "If your demonstration constitutes taunting or unsportsmanlike conduct, or delays the game, a foul will be called against your team. Demonstrations that will be deemed unsportsmanlike conduct include but are not limited to: (1) individual or group involvement in prolonged or excessive celebrations or demonstrations; (2) using any object as a prop, or possessing any foreign or extraneous object(s) that is not part of the uniform on the field or the sideline during the game, other than the football after a scoring play or a change of possession."
That prohibition includes dunking the ball over the goal posts, doing anything that's sexually suggestive, violent or in poor taste or actions that are unsportsmanlike or offensive toward game officials, and any coach, team staff member or inactive player leaving the sideline to participate in a celebration.
Trump hasn't publicly commented on the NFL players breaking out his dance moves, but the former and future U.S. president appeared pleased Saturday night when Jon Jones hit the Trump dance after pummeling Stipe Miocic to retain the UFC heavyweight championship at Madison Square Garden.
Sitting ringside, Trump smiled and cheered and then stood to give Jones an ovation as the champion jumped on the cage railing and leaned back in a victory pose.
Bowers, who broke out the Trump dance after a 23-yard catch-and-run TD, told USA Today he watched the UFC fight the night before and thought it was cool when Jones celebrated his victory with the Trump dance before he pointed to Trump and gave him a thumbs-up. 

    



Ridley did the dance while celebrating along with teammate Nick Westbrook-Ikhine during Tennessee's 23-13 loss to Minnesota. Smith and Malcolm Rodriguez busted it out after a sack in the fourth quarter of Detroit's 52-6 rout of Jacksonville.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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            This combination of photos shows Simone Biles at the premiere of the Netflix documentary series "Simone Biles Rising: Part 2" in Los Angeles on Oct. 23, 2024, left, and Snoop Dogg appears before an NFL football game between the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the New Orleans Saints in Tampa, Fla., on Dec. 19, 2021. (AP Photo)
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            Snoop Dogg, right, and his wife Shante Broadus arrive at the premiere of the film "Gladiator II" on Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, at TCL Chinese Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Snoop Dogg and his wife Shante Broadus pose together at the premiere of the film "Gladiator II" on Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, at the TCL Chinese Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Snoop Dogg and Simone Biles turned their Olympic bond from this summer's Paris Games into a new challenge: The superstar tandem will team up on NBC's "The Voice."
Biles will join Snoop for an episode on the reality competition television series, airing Monday. As a coach on the show, the rap star enlisted Biles as a mentor in the playoff round to help advise five vocalists who are vying for a spot in the live shows.
For Snoop and Biles, their pairing was a superb match for the sports and music icons -- who carried their effortless chemistry from the Olympics to the TV set of "The Voice."
"We were able to riff off each other and give the artists the best insight going into the next round," Biles told The Associated Press in a recent interview with Snoop after both finished filming the episode in Los Angeles.
"It was pretty easy, simple," added Biles, the most decorated gymnast of all-time who won four medals -- three of them gold -- at the recent Olympics. "We're both very mellow. But if we need to bring that energy up, then we can. For us, it was about instilling confidence going into the next week."

    


Biles might be famous for her athletic prowess, but she was able to relate to the music contestants -- from one competitor to another.




"These are the learning steps: Learn, process, go back in and work," she said. "They all have the vocal talent. It's about harnessing that, knowing when to bring it out and which songs to sing and which genre you fit in. And what you want your legacy to be. This is truly a special show as well as the judging. They don't get to see the physical appearance first. It's all off of ears, listening and putting their craft together as well."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Despite having different career paths, Snoop and Biles share a mutual respect for each other's ability to shine on the biggest stages.
"We have such diverse careers. But the things that we dealt with, they're dealing with now," said Snoop, the ultra-smooth entertainer who took on a starring role as a special correspondent in NBC's record-breaking coverage. He's a coach on "The Voice" along with Michael Buble, Reba McEntire and Gwen Stefani, with each attempting to discover and coach the next singing phenomenon.

    


Snoop said they felt the need to instill wisdom and confidence in each participant.
"We have the best experience and knowledge to give to these performers," he said. "She's a performer. I'm a performer. We've performed under extreme conditions. We always do our best. But sometimes things happen behind closed doors that you don't know about. So, we're able to speak to those things and give them real reassurance."
During the Olympics, Biles and Snoop had a few viral moments. Both caught up with each other to cheer on Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone during her 400-meter hurdles race; he gifted Biles' father, Ronald Biles, with a Death Row Records gold necklace for his 75th birthday; and he was spotted dancing in the crowd during the women's gymnastics qualifying round as Biles and her teammate Jordan Chiles joined in.

    


While on set, Biles was often all smiles while watching Snoop in his charismatic element.
"I knew Snoop would stay true and authentic to himself here on 'The Voice.'" she said. "It's nice that you don't have to fit a mold. There's a space for everyone."
Snoop said it made sense for both to work together on the episode.

"This is family. It feels good," Snoop said. "(Biles) can do anything she wants to do. She picks and chooses what she wants to do. We're at that point of our careers right now. It has to feel good. It can't be forced or I'm not doing it. Period, point, blank."
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            Miami Dolphins quarterback Tua Tagovailoa (1) celebrates a touchdown pass to Miami tight end Jonnu Smith (9) during the second half of an NFL football game against the Las Vegas Raiders, Sunday, Nov. 17, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            New England Patriots quarterback Drake Maye (10) throws a pass as the Los Angeles Rams defensive line puts on pressure during the first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 17, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Miami Dolphins tight end Jonnu Smith (9) catches a pass ahead of Las Vegas Raiders cornerback Decamerion Richardson (25) during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 17, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            New England Patriots wide receiver Kendrick Bourne, left, lands in the end zone for a touchdown against Los Angeles Rams cornerback Ahkello Witherspoon during the first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 17, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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                                        New England (3-8) at Miami (4-6)
Sunday, 1 p.m. EST, CBS
BetMGM NFL odds: Dolphins by 7.

    


Against the spread: Patriots 4-6-1; Dolphins 4-6.
Series record: Dolphins lead 62-53.
Last meeting: Dolphins beat Patriots 15-10 in Foxborough, Massachusetts, in Week 5.
Last week: Patriots lost to Rams 28-22; Dolphins beat Raiders 34-19.
Patriots offense: overall (31), rush (21), pass (32), scoring (30). 

    


Patriots defense: overall (20), rush (20), pass (20), scoring (18). 
Dolphins offense: overall (22), rush (11), pass (23t), scoring (27)
Dolphins defense: overall (9), passing (10), rushing (10), scoring (15).
Turnover differential: Patriots minus-2; Dolphins minus-2. 

    


Patriots player to watch
WR Kendrick Bourne. The eight-year veteran is playing in Miami for the first time since suffering a season-ending knee injury last season. He struggled in his first five games and was benched in a Week 10 loss at Chicago. But he returned last week and had five catches for 70 yards and a touchdown -- all season highs. 
Dolphins player to watch
TE Jonnu Smith. Signed this offseason as a free agent, Smith has emerged as the Dolphins third receiver behind Tyreek Hill and Jaylen Waddle. The veteran tight end is coming off a career-best performance against the Raiders with 101 yards receiving and two touchdowns, including a 57-yard TD. Smith ranks third among tight ends this season with 249 yards after catch.

    






Key matchup
QB Drake Maye vs. Dolphins defense. The Dolphins are only allowing 199 yards passing per game and have not given up 100 yards rushing in four straight games. Miami struggles to contain mobile quarterbacks though, and Maye has rushed for at least 20 yards in each of his past four outings.

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Key injuries
Patriots: DE Deatrich Wise is still dealing with a foot issue that kept him sidelined last week. S Kyle Dugger began the week limited with an ankle injury that previously kept him sidelined for three games. OL Cole Strange, who is working his way back from knee surgery, returned to practice for the first time this season. 
Dolphins: CB Kendall Fuller is still in the concussion protocol after suffering his second concussion of the season two weeks ago. Coach Mike McDaniel said Wednesday he was "pessimistic" about Fuller's availability Sunday. ... CB Alec Ingold remained limited in Wednesday's walkthrough because of a calf injury that sidelined him the past two games.

    


Series notes
Mike McDaniel is 4-1 against New England as Miami's head coach. ... Tua Tagovailoa has not lost to the New England Patriots. He is 6-0 in his career. ... The Dolphins, who swept the Patriots last season and beat them in Week 5, can potentially sweep New England in consecutive seasons for the first time since 1999-2000.
Stats and stuff
QB Drake Maye is averaging 9.3 yards per rush with 260 yards on 258 attempts. The highest single-season rushing average for an NFL quarterback is 8.5 by Michael Vick in 2006 (123 attempts for 1,039 yards with Atlanta). ... LB Christian Elliss has a team-high eight special teams tackles. If he reaches 10, it would be the seventh straight season a Patriots player has had at least that many. ... DE Keion White has a team-leading 15 quarterback hits this season. ... TE Hunter Henry leads the team with 46 receptions for 491 yards. He has two games with at least eight catches this season. Rob Gronkowski in 2017 was the previous Patriots tight end to have at least three, eight-catch games. ... The Dolphins have held opponents to 76.5 yards rushing per game since Week 8, which is the third-best mark in the league in that span. ... The Dolphins haven't allowed more than 100 yards rushing in four straight games, which is the second-longest active streak in the NFL this season. ... With a win on Sunday, Mike McDaniel would be the first Dolphins coach to win five of his first six games coached against the Patriots. ... WR Odell Beckham Jr. needs 23 yards receiving on Sunday to reach 8,000 and become one of 12 active players with that many career receiving yards. He also needs one receiving TD to reach 60 and tie for 10th among active NFL players. ... Since Week 8, the Dolphins lead the league in third down conversion rate (60.4%) and are tied for first in fourth downs (100.0%). ... The Dolphins have had 18 scoring drives of at least 10 plays and five drives of 14-plus plays this season. Miami had a total of 21 scoring drives of 10-plus plays in 2023 with three of them of more than 14 plays. 
Fantasy tip

Quarterbacks Drake Maye and Tua Tagovailoa would be safe picks. Maye has a run of at least 10 yards in every game he has started this season. Tagovailoa leads the NFL with a 73.4% completion rate.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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            Stanford wide receiver Emmett Mosley V (10) celebrates after scoring a touchdown to tie the game against Louisville during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Stanford, Calif., Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024. Stanford won 38-35. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)
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            Stanford wide receiver Elic Ayomanor runs after a reception against Louisville during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Stanford, Calif., Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024. Stanford won 38-35. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)
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            California quarterback Fernando Mendoza (15) walks off the field after a loss to Syracuse in an NCAA college football game against Syracuse, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, at Memorial Stadium in Berkeley, Calif. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)
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            Stanford wide receiver Emmett Mosley V (10) celebrates after scoring a touchdown to tie the game against Louisville during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Stanford, Calif., Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024. Stanford won 38-35. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)
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            Stanford wide receiver Elic Ayomanor runs after a reception against Louisville during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Stanford, Calif., Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024. Stanford won 38-35. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Stanford (3-7, 2-5 Atlantic Coast Conference) at California (5-5, 1-5), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. EST (ACC Network) 
BetMGM College Football Odds: Cal by 14.
Series record: Stanford leads 65-51-11.
What's at stake?
California needs one more win to become bowl eligible and this could be the best shot for the Golden Bears with the season finale at No. 13 SMU next week. Stanford seeks its first back-to-back wins in conference play since the Cardinal won their final four Pac-12 games in the pandemic-shortened 2020 season and the first game in 2021.
Key matchup
Stanford receivers vs. Cal CB Nohl Williams. The Cardinal have the players to challenge Williams on the outside. Elic Ayomanor is one of the top receivers in the conference. He has TD catches in three of the last four games and is averaging 81.8 yards receiving per game in that span. Freshman Emmett Mosley V had 13 catches for 168 yards and three TDs last week. Williams leads the nation with seven INTs and needs two more to tie Deltha O'Neal's school record set in 1999. 

    


Players to watch
Stanford: QB Ashton Daniels threw for 298 yards and three TDs last week against Louisville and is a dual threat on the Cardinal offense. He ran for 129 yards and two TDs the previous game against NC State.
Cal: QB Fernando Mendoza needs 295 yards to record the ninth 3,000-yard season in school history. He has thrown 13 TD passes and six INTs this season but is coming off his first two-INT game in a loss last week to Syracuse.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Cal has won the last three Big Games and four of the last five following a nine-game losing streak in the rivalry. ... This is the longest win streak for the Bears against the Cardinal since a five-gamer in 2002-06. ... Stanford K Emmet Kenney made a career-long 52-yard FG last week to beat Louisville. ... Cal's five wins have come by an average of 20.6 ppg and its five losses by 3.4 ppg. ... The Bears have intercepted 17 passes this season, tied for the most in the FBS. ... Cal RB has 2,459 yards rushing in his career and needs 46 yards to pass John Olszewski for 10th most in school history.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/cal-stanford-preview-big-game-25e8d68e124814ac4445f49ac27071a2



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Frederik Andersen is set to miss 8-12 weeks with knee surgery
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                    Carolina Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen (31) makes the save on Edmonton Oilers' Viktor Arvidsson (33) as Jaccob Slavin (74) defends during the second period of an NHL hockey game in Edmonton, Alberta on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024.(Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Frederik Andersen is expected to miss at least two months because of knee surgery.
The Hurricanes announced Thursday that the 35-year-old netminder will have surgery Friday with a projected recovery time of 8 to 12 weeks. That comes roughly a week after coach Rod Brind'Amour said the team had originally hoped for Andersen to be week to week but was now facing a "way longer" timeframe with an unspecified injury.

Andersen hasn't played since Oct. 26. Brind'Amour also said last week that Andersen's absence has nothing to do with the blood-clotting condition that sidelined him for much of the regular season last year.
Andersen is 3-1-0 with a 1.48 goals-against average and .941 save percentage this season.
Carolina won at Philadelphia on Wednesday night and visits New Jersey on Thursday in the middle of a three-game road swing.
___
AP NHL: https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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No. 15 Texas A&M visits struggling Auburn with SEC title and playoff hopes on the line
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            Texas A&M quarterback Marcel Reed (10) reacts near teammate Noah Thomas (3) after scoring a rushing touchdown against New Mexico State during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)
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            Auburn running back Jarquez Hunter (27) carries the ball as Vanderbilt safety Dontae Carter (21) tries to tackle him during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Auburn, Ala. (AP Photo/ Butch Dill)
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            Auburn head coach Hugh Freeze talks with quarterback Payton Thorne (1) during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Louisiana Monroe, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Auburn, Ala. (AP Photo/ Butch Dill)
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            Texas A&M defensive lineman Nic Scourton (11) wraps up New Mexico State quarterback Brandon Nunez (10) for a short gain during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 15 Texas A&M (8-2, 5-1 SEC, No. 15) at Auburn (4-6, 1-5), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. EST (ESPN) 
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas A&M by 2 1/2.
Series record: Texas A&M leads 8-6.
What's at stake?
The Aggies are still in the hunt for their first Southeastern Conference championship and playoff berth but can ill afford another loss on either count. Texas A&M's toughest test still awaits: in-state rival Texas in College Station. The challenge may be avoiding looking ahead from this one. The Tigers have to win their final two games to avoid a fourth straight losing season. 
Key matchup
Auburn's running game against Texas A&M's defense. Jarquez Hunter has already rushed for 1,015 yards with five touchdowns, including a nation's best 278-yard game against Kentucky. No coincidence that it was the Tigers' only SEC win, since their passing game has been inconsistent.
The Aggies have only allowed two of their last seven opponents to top 100 rushing yards, including holding LSU to 24 yards on 23 rushes. They have a defensive front led by Shemar Turner and transfer Nic Scourton.

    


Players to watch
Texas A&M: QB Marcel Reed is 4-1 as a starter. He has passed for 1,129 yards and nine touchdowns against two interceptions. He has run for 375 yards and six scores.
Auburn: QB Payton Thorne has been up and down this season but passed for a career-high five touchdowns in a 48-14 win over Louisiana-Monroe. Thorne has only three TD passes over his last four SEC games, though.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
The Aggies have won three of the last four meetings, including a 27-10 home win last season. ... Texas A&M has allowed just 37 tackles for loss this season, leading the SEC and ranking fifth nationally. ... Auburn is fourth nationally with 14 pass plays of at least 40 yards. ... The Tigers had their first penalty-free game since at least 1996 against Louisiana-Monroe. They're averaging a league-low 5.40 penalties per game. Only seven other FBS teams have had games without a penalty this season.
___
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Michigan hosts Northwestern, needing a win to be bowl eligible before closing season at Ohio State
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            Michigan tight end Colston Loveland greets fans following an NCAA college football game against Michigan State, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Jose Juarez)
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            Northwestern wide receiver A.J. Henning (8) is tackled by Purdue defensive back Kyndrich Breedlove (10) after a catch during the second half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. Northwestern defeated Purdue 26-20 in overtime. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Michigan hosts Northwestern, needing a win to be bowl eligible before closing season at Ohio State

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Michigan tight end Colston Loveland greets fans following an NCAA college football game against Michigan State, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Jose Juarez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    Michigan tight end Colston Loveland greets fans following an NCAA college football game against Michigan State, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Jose Juarez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Northwestern wide receiver A.J. Henning (8) is tackled by Purdue defensive back Kyndrich Breedlove (10) after a catch during the second half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. Northwestern defeated Purdue 26-20 in overtime. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    Northwestern wide receiver A.J. Henning (8) is tackled by Purdue defensive back Kyndrich Breedlove (10) after a catch during the second half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. Northwestern defeated Purdue 26-20 in overtime. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Northwestern (4-6, 2-5 Big Ten) at Michigan (5-5, 3-4) Saturday, 3:30 p.m. EST (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Michigan by 11 1/2.
Series record: Michigan leads 59-15-2.
What's at stake?
The defending national champion Wolverines need a win to be bowl eligible under first-year coach Sherrone Moore because they will be heavy underdogs next week on the road against rival and second-ranked Ohio State. If the Wildcats pull off an upset at the Big House and close the regular season next week with a win against Illinois at home, they will have a chance to play in the postseason for the second time in two seasons under coach David Braun.
Key matchup
Michigan's running game against Northwestern's relatively stingy run defense. The Wolverines lean on RBs Donovan Edwards and Kalel Mullings a lot because they're among the worst passing teams in college football. Michigan averages 155.5 yards rushing and the Wildcats give up an average of 114.6 yards on the ground, ranking 28th in FBS.

    


Players to watch
Northwestern: A.J. Henning. The WR played at Michigan from 2020 through the 2022 season before transferring. He had five catches for 42 yards against Ohio State. Henning has matched his career high with 45 catches after he had 25 receptions over three seasons with the Wolverines. 
Michigan: Colston Loveland. The preseason All-America leads the team with 53 catches, 560 yards receiving and four receiving TDs. He shares the single-season record (Bennie Joppru, 2002) for catches by a TE.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
The Buckeyes beat Northwestern 31-7 last week at Wrigley Field. ... The Wildcats have lost three of their last four games. ... QB Jack Lausch was 21 of 35 for 201 yards and ran for a TD against the Buckeyes, but was sacked four times and lost a fumble. ... The Wolverines, who have lost four of five games, had a bye last week. ... QB Davis Warren was 16 of 32 for 137 yards in the team's last game, a 20-15 loss at Indiana. Michigan has won seven straight and 12 of 13 against Northwestern with the lone loss during the stretch in 2008 at the Big House. 
___
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Florida State faces Charleston Southern, seeking to bounce back after dismissing three assistants
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                    Florida State quarterback Luke Kromenhoek (14) hands off the football to running back Lawrance Toafili (9) during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Miami, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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Charleston Southern (1-10) at Florida State (1-9), Saturday, 1:30 p.m. EST (ACC Network Extra)
BetMGM College Football Odds: No line.
Series record: Florida State leads 2-0.
What's at stake?
Florida State is seeking to snap a six-game losing streak, the program's longest slide since dropping eight straight to open the 1974 season. Coach Mike Norvell and FSU's administration dismissed offensive coordinator Alex Atkins, defensive coordinator Adam Fuller and receivers coach Ron Dugans on No. 10, a day after a 52-3 loss to Notre Dame. There's not much for a Power Four program to gain against an FCS opponent, but a homecoming win and positive energy going into a rivalry game against Florida would be significant for the Seminoles.
Key matchup
Charleston Southern's run game vs. Florida State's rush defense. The Buccaneers run a triple-option offense, but they have struggled to move the ball and average just 15 points per game. Autavius Ison leads Charleston Southern with 767 rushing yards, averaging 4.9 yards per carry, but he has been held to 51 yards or less in the last three games. Florida State will have a size and athleticism edge up front but must reverse its third-down struggles (allowing a 45.9 percent conversion rate, 122nd among the 134 FBS defenses).

    


Players to watch
Charleston Southern: LB Steve Zayachkowsky leads the team with 76 tackles and his three sacks are among the team leaders. Zayachkowsky had four tackles, two sacks and a pass breakup in the overtime loss to Eastern Illinois last week.
Florida State: RB Lawrance Toafili has 380 rushing yards and 176 receiving yards, representing the Seminoles' most dependable offensive weapon. Toafili has moved up to No. 19 on FSU's career rushing yards list after picking up 77 yards in the loss at Notre Dame. He now has 1,819 rushing yards.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
The Seminoles have started nine offensive line combinations in 10 games, and they are last in the FBS in scoring offense (13.3). ... Florida State has won 10 straight homecoming games. ... Charleston Southern is 0-26 all-time against FBS teams, but the Buccaneers nearly pulled off an upset before losing at East Carolina 31-28 in 2021. ... The Buccaneers have lost nine straight games, but five have come by a touchdown or less.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        MALAGA, Spain (AP) -- U.S. Davis Cup captain Bob Bryan knows all about winning at doubles -- 16 Grand Slam titles and a recent selection to the International Tennis Hall of Fame make that obvious -- yet his decision to make a last-second change to his lineup against Australia on Thursday led to a loss.
With the best-of-three quarterfinal even at 1-1 heading into the deciding doubles match, Bryan opted to switch from an established duo, Paris Olympics silver medalists Austin Krajicek and Rajeev Ram, to a pairing of two singles players, Tommy Paul and Ben Shelton. Paul and Shelton were beaten 6-4, 6-4 by Matt Ebden and Jordan Thompson, putting the Australians in the semifinals and sending the Americans home, extending their drought without a Davis Cup title to 17 years.
"We were hoping to catch the Aussies a little bit by surprise," Bryan said. "We took a shot at it."

    


Didn't work.
"It didn't surprise us that much, to be honest," Australian captain Lleyton Hewitt said. "I'd seen (Paul and Shelton) do drills during the week, so, yeah, it wasn't a surprise."
The U.S. owns a record 32 championships from the event, but the most recent came in 2007 -- when Bryan was a member of the team. The American men haven't made the Davis Cup semifinals since 2018.




Ebden and Thompson both have claimed Grand Slam doubles titles with other partners. Paul and Shelton both have been to major semifinals in singles, but don't play a lot of doubles. They only had competed as a team at one ATP tournament, the 2023 Miami Open, where they went 2-1 and exited in the quarterfinals.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Other explanations offered by Bryan for the move included that Ebden is more familiar with the games of Krajicek and Ram -- Ebden and John Peers beat those two in the Paris Games final in August for the men's doubles gold -- and that Shelton was already in "rhythm out there" because he competed earlier in the day in singles.

    


Shelton lost that one to Thanasi Kokkinakis 6-1, 4-6, 7-6 (14) after staving off six match points but failing to convert four of his own.
"Heartbreaking, for sure," Shelton called it.
U.S. Open runner-up Taylor Fritz then won 6-3, 6-4 against Alex de Minaur to pull the Americans even.
It was during the 15 minutes or so after that match on an indoor hard court at the Palacio de Deportes Jose Maria Martina Carpena in southern Spain, Bryan said, that the doubles choice was made.

"As a captain, you have to make tough decisions. I had a lot of information behind the decision. We have been here for six days, practicing. We know how everyone is feeling. And we know a lot about the opponents that we're playing. It's a world of analytics," Bryan said. "You talk amongst the other coaches. You talk with the players. ... This wasn't a black-and-white decision. It was razor-thin edge, and we went with it."
Thursday marked Shelton's debut in Davis Cup competition.
"To not get a win in one of those two matches," he said, "hurts pretty bad."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 7 Alabama (8-2, 4-2 SEC, No. 7 CFP) at Oklahoma (5-5, 1-5), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ABC).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Alabama by 13 1/2.
Series record: Oklahoma leads 3-2-1.
What's at stake?
Alabama and Oklahoma will meet for the first time as conference opponents. Alabama needs a win to strengthen its case for a spot in the College Football Playoff. A third loss could be too much to overcome. Even with the depth of the SEC, it's hard to say how much schedule strength will matter to the selection committee. Oklahoma is trying to become bowl eligible for the 26th consecutive year, which would extend the second-longest streak in the nation. A win here would help take pressure off Oklahoma coach Brent Venables, who already has fired his offensive coordinator this season.
Key matchup
Oklahoma defense vs. Alabama QB Jalen Milroe as a runner. Oklahoma, stout defensively all season, ranks 18th nationally in yards rushing allowed per game. Milroe leads the team with 608 yards and 17 touchdowns on the ground this season. He also uses his mobility to extend plays so he can throw to his talented receivers.

    


Players to watch
Alabama: Freshman WR Ryan Williams. Oklahoma occasionally gives up big plays deep if its dynamic defensive front can't get to the quarterback. Williams has 40 catches for 767 yards and eight touchdowns. 
Oklahoma: LB Danny Stutsman. The midseason AP All-American has continued to anchor a formidable unit. He ranks second in the SEC with 96 tackles, including a career-high 19 tackles last week against Missouri. He also has 7 1/2 tackles for loss.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Oklahoma beat Alabama in the Sugar Bowl after the 2013 season under coach Bob Stoops. Alabama defeated Oklahoma 45-34 in the College Football Playoff during the 2018 season. ... Oklahoma has won both regular-season games against the Crimson Tide. ... Oklahoma has won its home finale nine straight years. ... Since the end of World War II, Oklahoma has the most wins in Division I (705) and Alabama ranks second (677). ... Alabama coach Kalen DeBoer has a career 34-2 record in November. ... DeBoer needs one win to tie the school record for the most by a first-year Alabama head coach. Frank Thomas won nine games in 1931.
___
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Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Looking at Ohio State's schedule at the start of the season, the game against Indiana in late November didn't stand out.
The Hoosiers haven't been a contender in the Big Ten for decades and were terrible last year, so it was logical to think about this game as a throwaway, one that wouldn't require a lot of heavy lifting for the Buckeyes as they schemed for revenge against Michigan the following week.
Instead, the college football world will get a treat instead of a dud on Saturday when undefeated No. 5 Indiana plays No. 2 Ohio State at the Horseshoe, a place where the Hoosiers haven't won a game since Ronald Reagan was president.
Indiana (10-0, 7-0 Big Ten, No. 5 CFP) is one the most uplifting stories of the season. Behind Ohio University transfer quarterback Kurtis Rourke, the Hoosiers are enjoying their best season since 1967 when they finished 9-2 and shared the Big Ten title with Purdue and Minnesota.

    


They haven't even sniffed a conference crown since.
The Buckeyes (9-1, 6-1, No. 2 CFP) are doing what they were expected to do. Their only stumble this season was a nail-biter of a 32-31 loss to now-No. 1 Oregon. Ohio State hasn't dropped below No. 4 in the AP Top 25 all season.




"We saw Indiana becoming a big game, now a Top 5 matchup," Ohio State coach Ryan Day said this week. "Our guys are fired up for this one and know this is a must-win for us. We've got to go win this game to play in Indianapolis (in the Big Ten championship). I know the team, the coaches, everybody in this building, the fans know what kind of game this is, and we've got to bring it on Saturday."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Oregon has already clinched one of the spots in the conference title game.
If Indiana beats Ohio State -- the only nationally ranked team on its schedule this year -- and closes out the season with a win over Purdue, the Hoosiers will be in the Big Ten championship for the first time since the inception of the game in 2011.

    


If Ohio State wins out, it will return to the conference title game for the first time since the pandemic-shortened 2020 season -- and get a rematch with the Ducks.
Ohio State has a 28-game winning streak against Indiana, dating back to 1991. That's the longest active winning streak of one team over another in Division I football.
Plug and play
Ohio State has enjoyed an embarrassment of wealth at skill positions.
Last week it was receiver Carnell Tate who caught two touchdowns from Will Howard in the 31-7 win over Northwestern.
True freshman receiver Jeremiah Smith has a TD catch in all but two games this season and leads the team with 865 receiving yards and nine scores. Four-year player Emeka Egbuka is right behind him with 612 yards and eight TDs.
Running backs Quinshon Judkins and TreVeyon Henderson have combined for 1,388 rushing yards and 13 touchdowns.
"The thing about this team here is that they're not worried about individual accolades or anything like this, especially late in the season," Day said. "They're focused on winning, and they want to play for each other. And when you have that, you have a chance."

    


Indiana's future
Indiana rewarded coach Curt Cignetti for his historic debut season by giving him an eight-year contract extension worth about $8 million a year, with an annual $1 million retention bonus.
"The university has made a very significant financial commitment to football in a lot of areas, and I'm appreciative of the opportunity to lead the program and continue to develop the program moving forward. I'm excited about our future," he said Monday. "This is where I wanted to be."
Bye, bye
Last week's bye was Indiana's second this season and the timing could not have been better.
In addition to having an extra week to prepare for their biggest game of the season so far, the Hoosiers also got a chance to recover from their toughest game of the season, a 20-15 victory over Michigan.
Will it make a difference in this one-sided rivalry? Tune in Saturday.
"I think the off week came at a great time because it was a physical football game," Cignetti said. "We've played a number of games in a row. It was good for everybody to catch a breather and get refreshed and recharged and gave us a little extra time on the next opponent."

    


O-line issues
Ohio State got a bad break on Tuesday when starting center Seth McLaughlin tore his Achilles tendon. The Alabama transfer was the anchor of an offensive line already reshuffled because of injuries.
Left tackle Josh Simmons suffered a season-ending knee injury against Oregon last month. His replacement, Zen Michalski, went down in the Nebraska game.
The Buckeyes moved left guard Donovan Jackson to tackle and put Carson Hinzman at guard in place of Jackson. Day said Hinzman will now move to center and Austin Siereveld will slot in at left guard.
___
AP Sports Writer Mike Marot contributed to this report.
___
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UTEP (2-8) at No. 10 Tennessee (8-2, No. 11 CFP), Saturday, 1 p.m. EST (ESPN+, SECN+).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Tennessee by 41 1/2.
Series record: Tennessee leads 3-0.
What's at stake?
This is almost a no-win situation for the Tennessee Vols. The primary focus will be playing well enough to convince the College Football Playoff committee that they have recovered from the loss to Georgia and are worthy of being considered for one of the coveted spots. If they win big, they're supposed to. If the UTEP Miners play well and the game's relatively close, it's a problem for the Vols. Miners first-year coach Scotty Walden refuses to look beyond the present. Walden says he won't be tempted to use some of his young players just to get experience. 
Key matchup
Nobody could figure out how the Tennessee defensive line disappeared against Georgia. The Vols didn't notch a single sack and rarely hurried the quarterback. That leaves the Vols' defensive front with a lot to prove. Granted, having success against UTEP won't make up for the issues at Georgia. 

    


Players to watch
UTEP: WR Trey Goodman: In the Miners' overtime victory over Kennesaw State, Goodman caught 12 passes for 150 yards. It was the most receiving yards by a UTEP receiver in 17 years. 
Tennessee: MLBs Jeremiah Telander and Jalen Smith. Losing Keenan Pili to a season-ending knee injury against Florida was a big hit to the Vols defense losing a force in the middle of the second level. Tennessee has had lapses on plays Pili usually made leaving the Vols something to clear up. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & Figures
Tennessee has won seven straight at home and looking to wrap up a second 7-0 record at Neyland Stadium in three seasons. ... A win would give the Vols at least nine victories in a season for a third consecutive season under coach Josh Heupel. ... The Vols have won 20 straight games when rushing for at least 200 yards. ... Tennessee DE James Pearce has 8 1/2 tackles for loss and 5 1/2 sacks. ... In FBS power rankings, UTEP is ranked 127th out of 134 teams. ... UTEP has 1,247 yards rushing as a team, 17 more than Tennessee RB Dylan Sampson (1,230). ... Sampson has a school record 21 TD runs. That leads the SEC and is tied for second in FBS. ... Miners QB Skyler Locklear has completed 67% of his passes (126 of 185) with five interceptions and nine TDs. ... UTEP last visited Tennessee in 2018 with the Vols winning the first three by double digits. 
___
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                                        Dallas (3-7) at Washington (7-4)
Sunday, 1 p.m. EST, Fox
BetMGM NFL Odds: Commanders by 10 1/2

    


Against the spread: Cowboys 2-8; Commanders 7-4
Series record: Dallas leads 78-48-2.
Last meeting: The Cowboys clinched the NFC East title last season by beating the Commanders 38-10 at Washington on Jan. 7.
Last week: Cowboys lost to the Texans 34-10 on Monday; Commanders lost to the Eagles 26-18 on Thursday, Nov. 14.
Cowboys offense: overall (20), rush (31), pass (T-7), scoring (T-24)

    


Cowboys defense: overall (27), rush (31), pass (19), scoring (31)
Commanders offense: overall (6), rush (6), pass (15), scoring (4)
Commanders defense: overall (18), rush (30), pass (5), scoring (T-14)
Turnover differential: Cowboys minus-11; Commanders plus-5

    


Cowboys player
 to watch
Star pass rusher Micah Parsons has six of his 43 1/2 career sacks against Washington, more than any opponent. But Jayden Daniels is the biggest threat Parsons has faced at QB with this opponent. There's no question the Dallas pass rush suffered in the four games Parsons missed with a sprained ankle and has been substantially better in the two games since the two-time All-Pro's return. Parsons making life difficult for Daniels might be the only way for the Cowboys to stay close.




Commanders player to watch
Rookie CB Mike Sainristil held his own against A.J. Brown despite being at a sizeable height disadvantage. If trade deadline pickup Marshon Lattimore is out again, Sainristil could be counted on to do more of the same against CeeDee Lamb, who is still productive no matter who the Cowboys quarterback is.

    



    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Key matchup
Commanders rushing offense vs. Cowboys rushing defense. Dallas allowed Houston RB Joe Mixon to pick up 109 yards and three TDs and the ground and has struggled against the run all season. Brian Robinson Jr. returned last week after missing the previous two games with a hamstring injury, and Austin Ekeler and Jeremy McNichols provide some depth for Washington.
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Key injuries
Cowboys: Perennial All-Pro RG Zack Martin and promising young LG Tyler Smith sustained ankle injuries on the same drive in the fourth quarter for the Cowboys against the Texans. Neither returned. ... Rookie LT Tyler Guyton re-injured a shoulder trying to run with a fumble after QB Cooper Rush had the ball knocked out of his hand on a throw. The status of all three will be in question on a short week. ... TE Jake Ferguson had a concussion in the first quarter against the Texans, and coach Mike McCarthy said he would be hard-pressed to play this week. ... CB Jourdan Lewis (neck) and RB Hunter Luepke (calf) missed the Houston game. ... Dallas might get some reinforcements in WR Brandin Cooks (knee), rookie DE Marshawn Kneeland (knee), CB DaRon Bland (foot) and T Chuma Edoga (toe). Cooks last played in Week 4 and Kneeland in Week 5. Bland and Edoga haven't played all season. ... DB Markquese Bell, a key special teams player, is set for season-ending surgery after injuring a shoulder covering a kickoff against the Texans.
Commanders: Lattimore was on the field but did not take part in practice Wednesday, meaning he could miss a third consecutive game with a hamstring injury since being acquired at the deadline from New Orleans. ... K Austin Seibert appears to be trending toward returning from the right hip injury that sidelined him the past two games. 
Series notes
The Cowboys have won five of the past six meetings. Washington's only victory in that span was in the 2022 season finale when Dallas had nothing to play for once it was clear Philadelphia would finish first in the NFC East. ... The Cowboys are 16-4 against NFC East opponents since 2021 and haven't lost consecutive division games since 2020, when they finished 6-10. Dallas lost to Philadelphia two weeks ago and plays the New York Giants on Thanksgiving Day. ... This is Commanders coach Dan Quinn's first game against the Cowboys since spending the past three seasons as their defensive coordinator. ... Washington with a win would have its best start through 12 games since 1996 and first 3-1 division record since 2012.
Stats and stuff
The Cowboys are on a five-game losing streak, their longest since a seven-game skid in 2015. Mike McCarthy has matched the longest losing streak of his coaching career. He lost five in a row in 2008, late in the third of his 12-plus seasons in Green Bay. McCarthy is on an expiring contract and the possibility of returning to the Cowboys diminishes with each loss. ... Dallas is 3-2 on the road. ... Rush has lost three consecutive starts as an injury replacement for Dak Prescott after winning his first five. He is 0-2 this season with a touchdown, an interception and three fumbles lost. Prescott had season-ending surgery on his torn hamstring last week. ... Lamb needs 81 yards receiving to become the fastest Dallas wideout to reach 6,000 yards. ... WR KaVontae Turpin had a career-long touchdown catch of 64 yards against the Texans. It's the only TD at home for Dallas since Week 3. ... K Brandon Aubrey has 10 field goals of at least 50 yards this season. That's one behind Houston's Ka'imi Fairbairn, who has already tied Daniel Carlson's single-season NFL record from 2022. ... Daniels has thrown for 10 TDs and three INTs, including one of each against the Eagles. He has four rushing TDs but none since Week 4. He's 18 yards away from being the first rookie QB since Kyler Murray in 2019 to run for 500. ... Robinson's seven TD runs through eight games match his first two professional seasons combined. ... Ekeler had a season-high eight catches for 89 yards at Philadelphia. ... WR Terry McLaurin had just one catch on two targets last week. ... Zach Ertz's 428 yards receiving are his most in a season since 2021. He's 35 away from moving into the top 10 among tight ends in league history. ... LB Bobby Wagner is nine tackles away from joining London Fletcher as the only players with 100-plus tackles in 13 consecutive seasons since 2000. ... LB Frankie Luvu sacked Jalen Hurts twice to tie a career high with seven. 
Fantasy tip

McLaurin will almost certainly be targeted more often than last week, especially after he, Daniels and the offense got a full week of practice. Washington's top receiver could be in for a big game.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Syracuse quarterback Kyle McCord (6) throws a pass during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game against California, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, at Memorial Stadium in Berkeley, Calif. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)
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            Syracuse head coach Fran Brown watches the first half of an NCAA college football game against Pittsburgh, Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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UConn (7-3) at Syracuse (7-3), Saturday, noon ET (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Syracuse by 10 1/2.
Series record: Tied at 6-6.
What's at stake?
UConn's record is impressive, though the Huskies have yet to defeat a Power Four team this season. UConn played the ACC's Duke and Wake Forest tough, losing by a combined eight points, but got crushed by Maryland 50-7. Five of UConn's 10 games have been decided by eight points or less. A victory over the Orange would give the Huskies' season a bit more legitimacy.
For Syracuse it's a chance to shed the program's November collapse narrative and get an eight-win regular season for just the third time in the last 24 years and first since 2018. That would be quite an accomplishment for first-year and first-time head coach Fran Brown.
Key matchup
Facing a Syracuse team with an abundance of skill players on offense, the Huskies need to compensate by controlling the clock. The offensive line will need to open open holes for running backs Cam Edwards, Durell Robinson and Mel Brown, and give quarterbacks Joe Fagnano and Nicks Evers time to throw. Coming off its most complete win of the season, Syracuse's defensive line can make this a long day for the Huskies if it wins the battle of the trenches.

    


Players to watch
UConn: Offensive tackle Chase Lundt, who recently received an invitation to play in the Senior Bowl, will be a key to help UConn maintain ball control.
Syracuse: Quarterback Kyle McCord is always the player to watch. He has shattered or is about to shatter most records by an Orange signal caller. Other than an outlier game against Pitt, the Ohio State transfer has been lights out in his one and only season at Syracuse.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
The Huskies average 31.7 points per game and are 21st in rushing nationally with 200.3 yards per game. ... The Huskies are coming of a 31-23 win over UAB two weeks ago, in which UConn rallied from being down 17 points to tie the program's record for overcoming its largest deficit. ... The win ensured UConn's first winning season since 2010. ... UConn is 20th in red zone offense. ... Syracuse has won four straight matchups against the Huskies. ... McCord set the school's single-season completions record against Cal with 304l. He needs just two more touchdowns passing to tie the team single-season record (26) and is less than 300 yards from breaking the single-season passing record (3,749). ... He is second in the country in passing yards with 3,476. ... Brown is just the third Syracuse coach in the modern era to lead the Orange to a bowl game in his first season.
___
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            TCU quarterback Josh Hoover (10) looks to pass against Baylor during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Waco, Texas on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (Chris Torres/Star-Telegram via AP)
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            Arizona running back Quali Conley (7) scores a touch down against Houston in the second half during an NCAA college football game, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024, in Tucson, Ariz. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri)
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            TCU head coach Sonny Dykes argues a call in the first half of an NCAA college football game against Baylor, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in Waco, Texas. (Rod Aydelotte/Waco Tribune-Herald via AP)
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            TCU wide receiver Jack Bech (18) escapes a tackle from Baylor safeties Carl Williams IV (15) and Devyn Bobby (3) during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Waco, Texas on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024. (Chris Torres/Star-Telegram via AP)
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Arizona (4-6, 2-5 Big 12) at TCU (6-4, 4-3), Saturday, 3 p.m. EST (ESPN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: TCU by 11 1/2.
Series record: Tied 1-1. 
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
TCU comes out of an open date to play its home finale after getting bowl eligible with a 38-13 win over Oklahoma State in its last game. Big 12 newcomer Arizona has to win its final two games for bowl eligibility. The Wildcats last week snapped a five-game losing streak with their 27-3 win over Houston that ended with a celebratory backflip by running back Quali Conley.
KEY MATCHUP
Quarterback Josh Hoover and TCU's passing offense against the Arizona defense. The Wildcats have allowed only 216.6 yards passing per game and 12 touchdowns through the air. Hoover is the Big 12 passing leader with 323.3 yards per game and ranks second with 22 TDs. TCU has four 500-yard receivers for the first time since 2015. That quartet is led by Jack Bech's 982 yards, just short of the sixth 1,000-yard receiving season in school history. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Arizona: Tetairoa McMillan is the Big 12 leader and third nationally with 1,136 yards receiving. Already the first player in school history with back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons, his 3,240 career yards receiving are only 112 shy of breaking Arizona's school record. His season average is 113.6 yards per game.
TCU: Linebacker Johnny Hodges is TCU's leading tackler again, with 71 after being limited to four games last season because of injury. He was the Frogs' top tackler with 87 when they reached the national championship game in 2022. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Wildcats sophomore safety Genesis Smith had seven tackles, an interception and a forced fumble against Houston. ... TCU receivers average 20.5 catches per game, second nationally behind only the 21.1 by North Texas, where former Frogs quarterback Chandler Morris transferred after last season. ... Tyler Loop's 62-yard field goal on the final play of the first half last week broke Arizona's previous record kick by five yards. ... Third-year TCU head coach Sonny Dykes was Arizona's offensive coordinator from 2007-09.
___
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            Washington State's Kyle Williams scores on a long pass in the fourth quarter while being defended by New Mexico's Nigel Wiliams during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024 in Albuquerque, N.M. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)
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            Oregon State quarterback Ben Gulbranson (17) looks to throw as California linebacker Liam Johnson (15) moves in during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Berkeley, Calif., Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jed Jacobsohn)
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            Washington State's head coach Jake Dickert reacts after a call against his team during an NCAA college football game against New Mexico Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024 in Albuquerque, N.M. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)
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            Oregon State running back Salahadin Allah runs against California defensive lineman Ricky Correia (91) during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Berkeley, Calif., Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jed Jacobsohn)
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No. 25 Washington State (8-2) at Oregon State (4-6), Saturday, 7 p.m. EST (The CW)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Washington State by 13 1/2. 
Series record: Washington State leads 57-48-3.
What's at stake?
Washington State heads into the Pac-2 rivalry game coming off a disappointing loss to New Mexico that effectively ended the Cougars' longshot hopes for a spot in the College Football Playoff. Washington State was ranked as high as No. 19 in the AP Top 25 and reached No. 18 in the CFP rankings, with hopes of winning out and possibly getting a bid for the 12-team playoff. Still, the Cougars are bowl eligible for the eighth time in the last nine seasons. Oregon State can still become bowl eligible, but with the final two games against the Cougars and No. 12 Boise State, the chances are slim. The Beavers have lost five straight. 
Key matchup
Oregon State's ground game is averaging 198.4 yards a game, for 24th in the nation. The Beavers are averaging 42.1 carries per game and they've scored 25 rushing touchdowns, 16th nationally. That's likely the best weapon Oregon State has against Washington State, which allowed New Mexico to gain 360 yards rushing in last weekend's 38-35 loss. 

    


Players to watch
Washington State: Quarterback John Mateer is averaging 340.2 total yards per game, for fifth nationally. He's thrown for 2,707 yards with 26 passing touchdowns, fourth-best in the country. 
Oregon State: RB Anthony Hankerson has rushed for 14 touchdowns for the Beavers, tying him for seventh on the school's single-season list with Jacquizz Rodgers. Hankerson needs 111 yards rushing to reach 1,000 for the season. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Washington State receiver Kyle Williams has 11 touchdown catches, second nationally. ... The two teams met last year in Pullman, with the Cougars coming away with a 38-35 win. ... Washington State has not reached 9-2 since 2018. ... The two teams are the last members of the Pac-12, which fell apart in the summer of 2023 amid realignment. ... This is the season's final game at Reser Stadium. ... Next year the Cougars and the Beavers will play each other twice, once in Pullman and once in Corvallis. The Pac-12 had an agreement with the Mountain West for this season, but it wasn't extended to next year. ... Oregon State's average time of possession in 33:23, fifth nationally. 
___
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No. 15 Texas A&M trying to keep focus on Auburn, not potentially huge finale against Texas
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Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


It would be easy for Texas A&M to overlook slumping Auburn. Even coach Mike Elko had a verbal slip when talking about the Aggies' focus on Saturday's game with the Tigers.
Texas, the team's opponent at the end of the month, can wait.
"I don't think it's an issue," Elko said. "When you're in the situation we're in, it's easy to focus on the task at hand. You know, I think those big games earlier in the year, maybe you look ahead. And if we didn't have what's at stake, maybe you would worry about it.
"Our focus is single-handedly on Texas, I mean, on Auburn right now and locked in on what needs to get done."
Oops.
The Aggies (8-2, 5-1 Southeastern Conference, No. 15 CFP) enter the game among league teams in the mix for the playoffs and the SEC Championship Game. The Tigers (4-6, 1-5) must win their final two games to avoid a fourth straight losing season, but they're only 2 1/2-point underdogs, according to the BetMGM Sportsbook.
"We have to understand that people are going to play really well against us right now," Elko said. "We're first place in the SEC, we're top 15 in the country. We're in the playoff hunt. That creates something, when you go into another team's stadium, that we haven't dealt with in a while."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Spoiler role?
The season has left the Tigers with only modest ambitions still within reach. They have to beat Texas A&M and No. 7 Alabama to become bowl eligible. Auburn can also potentially play a spoiler role for two playoff contenders, starting with the Aggies.
"They're one of the best in the country, and they're competing to be in the playoffs this year," Tigers coach Hugh Freeze said. "That should excite us, it should excite us to get them at home in front of our crowd, at night in Jordan-Hare. Hopefully the confidence will build and the success from last week will carry over."
Auburn is coming off a 48-14 win over Louisiana-Monroe.

    


QB experience gap
The starting quarterbacks have a sizable gap in experience.
Texas A&M's Marcel Reed is 4-1 as a starter and a threat to both run and pass. He ran for three second-half touchdowns in an upset at LSU.
Auburn's Payton Thorne has logged 46 starts in four seasons at Michigan State and Auburn. He has been up and down but is coming off a Louisiana-Monroe game with a career-high five touchdown passes. Thorne has only three TD passes over his last four SEC games, though.
Ground games
Auburn tailback Jarquez Hunter has already rushed for 1,015 yards with five touchdowns, including a nation's best 278-yard game against Kentucky. No coincidence that it was the Tigers' only SEC win, since their passing game has been inconsistent.
The Aggies rank 13th nationally in rushing averaging 212.5 yards per game, led by Amari Daniels and Reed.
Elko & Mausi
Elko is well familiar with Auburn leading tackler Dorian Mausi. The middle linebacker, who has 62 tackles and seven tackles for loss, played for him at Duke and was a two-year starter.
"He started for us two years at Duke and he's leading them in tackles, and that's no surprise," Elko said. "He's a great player."
Penalty free
The Tigers had their first penalty-free game since at least 1996 against Louisiana-Monroe. They're averaging a league-low 5.40 penalties per game. Only seven other FBS teams have had games without a penalty this season.
___
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                                        DUBLIN (AP) -- Ireland is debuting two forwards and starting Sam Prendergast at flyhalf against Fiji in autumn rugby on Saturday.
Leinster hooker Gus McCarthy and Ulster flanker Cormac Izuchukwu will make their test debuts among nine changes, two of them positional, after Ireland squeezed past Argentina 22-19 last Friday.
McCarthy captained Ireland to an Under-20 Six Nations Grand Slam last year. Izuchukwu became an Ulster regular last season and has been with the Ireland squad since the July tour of South Africa.
Prendergast debuted in the Argentina win with 19 minutes to go, and will start this time, in place of a rested Jack Crowley. Scrumhalf Craig Casey, who played the last seven minutes, will also start, with Jamison Gibson-Park also dropping out.
Bundee Aki has come back into the midfield for Garry Ringrose, and fullback Jamie Osborne has replaced Hugo Keenan to get his first start at home in his fifth test. Left wing James Lowe has also been rested and Jacob Stockdale given a run for the first time since August 2023.

    


A much-changed bench includes Tom O'Toole, the tighthead prop who was concussed only two minutes into a replacement appearance against New Zealand two weeks ago, and Connacht back-rower Cian Prendergast and Ulster center Stuart McCloskey, who last played for Ireland in Rugby World Cup warmups 15 months ago.




___

Ireland: Jamie Osborne, Mack Hansen, Robbie Henshaw, Bundee Aki, Jacob Stockdale, Sam Prendergast, Craig Casey; Caelan Doris (captain), Josh van der Flier, Cormac Izuchukwu, Tadhg Beirne, Joe McCarthy, Finlay Bealham, Gus McCarthy, Andrew Porter. Reserves: Ronan Kelleher, Tom O'Toole, Thomas Clarkson, Iain Henderson, Cian Prendergast, Conor Murray, Ciaran Frawley, Stuart McCloskey.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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No. 8 Georgia is a heavy favorite against struggling UMass as it looks to protect its playoff hopes
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            Massachusetts' Jalen John powers the ball up the field as he breaks through a tackle from Liberty's Bentley Henshaw during the first quarter of an NCAA football game in Hadley, Mass., Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024. ( J. Anthony Roberts/The Republican via AP)
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Massachusetts (2-8) at No. 8 Georgia (8-2, No. 10 CFP), Saturday, 12:45 p.m. ET (SEC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Georgia by 42 1/2. 
Series record: Georgia leads 1-0.
What's at stake?
Georgia, which moved back into the projected College Football Playoff field at No. 10 following last week's 33-17 win over Tennessee, will try to protect its playoff hopes. Bulldogs quarterback Carson Beck will aim to build on momentum gained by throwing for two touchdowns and running for another while not throwing an interception. Beck had 12 interceptions in his previous six games. The Bulldogs are favored to extend their FBS-leading streak of 29 straight home wins that dates to 2019. UMass will be playing its first game after firing coach Don Brown on Monday. Offensive coordinator Shane Montgomery will serve as interim coach and will continue to call plays.

    


Key matchup
Georgia run defense vs. UMass RB Jalen John. John leads a balanced running game with four players who have netted more than 200 yards on the ground. Montgomery says a key will be establishing the running game early to guard against his offense becoming one-dimensional. On Nov. 2, UMass rushed for 199 yards and led another Southeastern Conference team, Mississippi State, 10-0 early before falling 45-20. John ran for 119 yards and two touchdowns in last week's 35-34 overtime loss to Liberty.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Players to watch
UMass: Montgomery said he plans to rotate two freshman quarterbacks, Ahmad Haston and AJ Hairston. Haston started last week against Liberty after senior Taisun Phommachanh suffered a season-ending injury against Mississippi State.
Georgia: Beck will look to again avoid turnovers against a pass defense that is a strength for the Minutemen. UMass ranks fifth in the nation in pass defense, holding opponents to 159.6 passing yards per game. Beck has passed for 19 touchdowns with 12 interceptions this season. He threw 24 scoring passes with only six interceptions in 2023.

    


Facts & figures
Georgia averages 30.6 points per game and UMass gives up an average of 32 points. ... The Athens Banner-Herald reported UMass will receive a $1.9 million guaranteed payout from Georgia, according to a contract signed in 2019. ... The Minutemen's only wins this season have come against non-Bowl Subdivision opponents Central Connecticut State and Wagner. ... UMass will move into the Mid-American Conference next season. ... Georgia is the third SEC opponent of the season for UMass, following a 45-3 home loss to Missouri on Oct. 12 and the loss at Mississippi State. ... Georgia will close its regular season at home against Georgia Tech on Friday, Nov. 29. ... The Bulldogs are 48-4 at home in coach Kirby Smart's nine seasons. ... Bulldogs freshman RB Nate Frazier ran for 68 yards and a touchdown against Tennessee in his first start.
___
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No. 9 Ole Miss looks to stay in CFP contention against Florida in the Swamp
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            Mississippi quarterback Jaxson Dart (2) runs the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Georgia on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Oxford, Miss. Mississippi won 28-10. (AP Photo/Randy J. Williams)
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            Florida players celebrate in front of fans after defeating LSU in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Florida edge T.J. Searcy sacks LSU quarterback Garrett Nussmeier (13) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 9 Mississippi (8-2, 4-2 SEC, No. 9 CFP) at Florida (5-5, 3-4), Saturday, noon ET (ABC).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Mississippi by 10.
Series record: Tied 12-12-2.
What's at stake?

Mississippi's spot in the College Football Playoff. The Rebels have won three in a row, including a dominant victory against Georgia two weeks ago, but can't afford a slip-up in the Swamp. The Gators are trying to win their fourth straight at home and become bowl eligible on senior day.
Key matchup
Florida LT Austin Barber versus former teammate and current Ole Miss DE Princely Umanmielen. Umanmielen left the Gators after last season and landed in Oxford, where he ranks second on the team and third in the league with 9 1/2 sacks. The Rebels are coming off a five-sack performance against Georgia.
Players to watch

Mississippi: Star WR Tre Harris is expected back after missing the last three games with a lower-body injury. He still leads the team with 59 catches and tops the conference with 987 yards receiving. He will face a Florida secondary without its top three CBs.
Florida: QB DJ Lagway is getting closer to full speed in his recovery from a strained left hamstring. The Gators kept Lagway in the pocket last week against LSU, but he could use his mobility more against the Rebels and their nation-leading 46 sacks.




Facts & figures
Mississippi is coming off a bye and is Florida's third opponent in its last four games, joining Georgia and Texas, with a week off before playing the Gators. ... Ole Miss QB Jaxson Dart needs 372 yards passing to tie the school record held by Eli Manning (10,119). Dart (3,409) has more passing yards through 10 games than eight of the last 10 Heisman Trophy-winning QBs. ... The Rebels lead the SEC in 21 different categories and leads the Football Bowl Subdivision in seven, including tackles for loss (103). ... Ole Miss and Florida are two of three teams in the country with two qualified WRs averaging at least 19 yards a catch. The Rebels have Jordan Watkins (21.3) and Antwane Wells Jr. (19.1) while the Gators have Elijhah Badger (23) and Chimere Dike (19). ... The Gators have scored in 458 consecutive games, an NCAA-record streak that began in 1988.
___
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No. 5 Indiana visits the Horsehoe to play No. 2 Ohio State in a critical late-season matchup
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            Ohio State wide receiver Jeremiah Smith catches a touchdown pass as Northwestern's Josh Fussell defends during the first half of an NCAA college football game at Wrigley Field on Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Chicago. The catch was over turned after video review. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Indiana quarterback Kurtis Rourke looks to throw during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Michigan State, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in East Lansing, Mich. (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 5 Indiana (10-0, 7-0 Big Ten, No. 5 CFP) at No. 2 Ohio State (9-1, 6-1, No. 2 CFP), Saturday, 12 p.m. EST (FOX)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ohio State by 11 1/2.
Series record: Ohio State leads 79-5-12.
What's at stake?
One of the most important Indiana-Ohio State games will have playoff ranking implications. Ohio State already has one loss and with another could be pushed way down -- if not outside of -- the 12-team College Football Playoff. The Hoosiers are facing a ranked team for the first time this season. Beating the Buckeyes at home would show they deserve a place among college football's top teams. Ohio State buried Northwestern at Wrigley Field last week. 
Key matchup
Indiana QB Kurtis Rourke vs. Ohio State defense. The 24-year-old Rourke is as poised and unflappable as any FBS quarterback in the country. And even though he knows what to expect Saturday -- he spent five seasons playing less than two hours away from Columbus at Ohio University -- this will be his biggest test yet. Ohio State's defense has a way of making any quarterback uncomfortable and that's not likely to change this weekend.

    


Players to watch
Indiana: Ty Son Lawton and Justice Ellison. The two running backs who transferred to Indiana this season came here to play in these kinds of games. With Rourke running the offense, this two-headed running back duo has given the Hoosiers a balanced and fresh ground game.
Ohio State: WR Jeremiah Smith's poise and crisp route-running bely the fact that he's only a true freshman. He had four catches for 100 yards against Northwestern and has 865 and a team-leading nine touchdowns this season.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Ohio State quarterback has continued to be efficient and make good decisions. He's completing 72.9% of his throws and has multiple touchdown passes in all but one game this season. ... The Hoosiers have not won at The Horseshoe since 1987 and have not beaten the Buckeyes since 1988. ... Quinshon Judkins rushed for two touchdowns in the Buckeyes' 31-7 win over Northwestern. ... Both of Howard's TD passes went to Carnell Tate, who grew up in Chicago. ... Indiana is tied with Miami for the most TDs scored this season (57). ... Indiana has set school records for wins and conference wins in a single season and its 10-game winning streak is the longest in program history. The Hoosiers also are one of three remaining unbeaten teams. 
___
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            SMU head football coach Rhett Lashlee, center, argues a call during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Boston College, in University Park, Texas, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Ainsworth)
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            Virginia quarterback Tony Muskett (7) runs for a touchdown alongside running back Kobe Pace (5) during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Notre Dame, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 13 SMU (9-1, 6-0 ACC, No. 13 CFP) vs. Virginia (5-5, 3-3), Saturday, 12 p.m. EST (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: SMU by 9 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
What's at stake?
Both teams can reach season goals with a victory. SMU would clinch a spot in the ACC championship game in its first season as a member of the conference. Virginia would become bowl eligible for the first time since 2021.
Key matchup
Virginia's Jonas Sanker has proven himself one of the nation's top defensive backs this year, but the safety is going to be tested by SMU quarterback Kevin Jennings and the Mustangs' wide receiver depth. SMU has had at least seven receivers catch a pass in every game this season except one, and its versatile offense has proven able to handle injuries and adversity along the way. Virginia has had success when blitzing, but SMU has allowed just 11 sacks in 10 games this season.




Players to watch
SMU: Running back Brashard Smith does it all, with 1,026 rushing yards, 203 receiving and an additional 243 on kickoff returns. Last week, he became the 12th player in program history to break the 1,000-yard mark in a season as a running back.
Virginia: Third-string QB Grady Brosterhous comes in for short-yardage situations, when the team runs a play inspired by the Philadelphia Eagles' "tush push." Brosterhous is 8 of 9 this year when needing the yard. It's a family specialty for offensive lineman Blake Steen, whose older brother Tyler is on the Eagles' offensive line.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & Figures
Virginia has won three of its last six home games against AP Top 25-ranked opponents. ... SMU has won nine consecutive road games. ... The Mustangs have the ACC's best run defense, allowing just 99 yards per game. ... Virginia has rushed for at least 125 yards in each of its last two games. ... This is senior day for the Cavaliers.
___
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            Notre Dame quarterback Riley Leonard runs the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Virginia, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)
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            Notre Dame safety Adon Shuler (8) leaps to get away form Virginia quarterback Anthony Colandrea (10) after Shuler intercepted a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)
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            Army running back Kanye Udoh (6) runs for a touchdown against the Air Force during the second half an NCAA college football game on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Rich Schultz)
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            Army running back Tyrell Robinson (21) attempts to elude the grasp of Air Force defensive back Jamari Bellamy (3) during the first half of an NCAA college football game on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Rich Schultz)
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            Notre Dame quarterback Riley Leonard runs the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Virginia, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    Notre Dame quarterback Riley Leonard runs the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Virginia, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Notre Dame safety Adon Shuler (8) leaps to get away form Virginia quarterback Anthony Colandrea (10) after Shuler intercepted a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)
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            Army running back Kanye Udoh (6) runs for a touchdown against the Air Force during the second half an NCAA college football game on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Rich Schultz)
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No. 18 Army (9-0, No. 19 CFP) vs. No. 6 Notre Dame (9-1, No. 6 CFP), Saturday, 7 p.m. ET, at Yankee Stadium in New York (NBC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Notre Dame by 14 1/2.
Series record: Notre Dame leads 39-8-4.
What's at stake?
Notre Dame has won eight straight and is trying to chase down a berth in the College Football Playoff. Army has won 13 straight, the longest current streak in the nation, and is one of three remaining unbeaten teams in the FBS. The Black Knights have already clinched a spot in the American Athletic Conference championship game on Dec. 6 against No. 20 Tulane and the playoff rankings could come into play as a tiebreaker to determine who hosts the game. Army is trying to knock off a team ranked in the top 10 of the AP poll for the first time since beating No. 9 Penn State in 1963. The Black Knights haven't defeated the Irish since 1958, the last time both teams were ranked entering their matchup. 

    


Key matchup 
Army has lost just two fumbles this season and leads the nation in turnovers lost. Notre Dame tops the nation with 25 turnovers gained and is fifth in fumbles recovered. The Irish recovered five fumbles and had an interception on Oct. 26 in a rout of Navy, which like the Black Knights relies on controlling the ball and had played largely mistake-free football while going undefeated into that matchup.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Players to watch
Army: QB Bryson Daily has rushed for 21 touchdowns, tied for second in the nation, and RB Kanye Udoh has nine. Udoh (856 yards) is on pace to join Daily (1,062) as a 1,000-yard rusher with five games left. Army has had two players rush for more 1,000 yards in a season only twice (1984, 2012).
Notre Dame: RB Jeremiyah Love has rushed for a touchdown in 10 straight games, tied for the second-longest streak in Notre Dame history. He can match the record set by Wayne Bullock in 1973-74 with one this week. The sophomore rushed for a career-high 137 yards last week, scoring two touchdowns in a 35-14 victory over Virginia. S Xavier Watts had an interception and recovered a fumble in that game and has four interceptions this season, seventh in FBS.

    


Facts & figures
The teams are meeting for the 24th time at Yankee Stadium. Notre Dame leads the series there 15-5-3, including a 27-3 victory in 2010 in the first football game in the current stadium that opened a year earlier. ... Notre Dame has allowed 14 or fewer points in five straight games. The Irish are allowing 11.4 points per game for the season, ranking third in the nation in scoring defense. Army is slightly ahead at 10.3 ... Army tops the nation with 334.9 rushing yards per game. ... The Black Knights have won every game this season by double digits and hadn't even trailed until falling behind North Texas two weeks ago in a 14-3 victory.
___
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Boston College quarterback Grayson James looks to throw during the first half of an NCAA college football game against SMU in University Park, Texas, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Ainsworth)
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            Boston College running back Kye Robichaux (5) runs past SMU linebacker Ahmad Walker, left, during the second half of an NCAA college football game in University Park, Texas, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Ainsworth)
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North Carolina (6-4, 3-3 Atlantic Coast Conference) at Boston College (5-5, 2-4), Saturday, 12 p.m. EST (The CW)
BetMGM College Football Odds: UNC by 3 1/2.
Series record: UNC leads 6-2.
What's at stake?
North Carolina secured bowl eligibility last weekend against Wake Forest and has gone from having a four-game losing skid at midseason to chasing a fourth straight win coming down the stretch of the regular-season schedule. Boston College needs one more win to be eligible for a bowl for the eighth time in nine years.
Key matchup
UNC RB Omarion Hampton vs BC's run defense. Hampton opened the year as a preseason Associated Press All-American and he's surging into the final weeks of the schedule. He's No. 2 in the Bowl Subdivision ranks in rushing (142.2 yards per game) and has run for 100 yards in all but one game. More impressively, he amassed 265 yards of total offense (172 on the ground) and scored five touchdowns against Florida State, then ran for career highs of 35 carries for 244 yards against Wake Forest. BC enters the game ranked eighth in the 17-team ACC in rushing defense by allowing opponents to run for 130.4 yards per game.




Players to watch
BC: QB Grayson James. The FIU transfer completed 18 of 32 passes for 237 yard and also ran for a 20-yard touchdown in last week's loss to SMU, his first since being elevated to starter to replaced Thomas Castellanos. 
UNC: DE Kaimon Rucker. The pass rusher missed more than a month due to injury but his resurgence has coincided with UNC's three-game winning streak. Rucker had three of UNC's 10 sacks at Virginia, and has tallied a sack in each of the past two games for a defense that now ranks fifth in the FBS by averaging 3.4 sacks per game.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
UNC's 6-2 series record includes wins in 2008 and 2009 later vacated by NCAA penalty. ... The Tar Heels' last visit to Boston College resulted in a 26-22 win played in an empty stadium due to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. ... BC has lost five straight meetings and has yet to beat UNC since joining the ACC in 2005. ... DE Donovan Ezeiruaku is fourth in the country and second in the ACC with 11 total sacks. He has 14 tackles for a loss, eighth in FBS. ... RB Kye Robichaux has rushed for 278 yards and four touchdowns while averaging 5.7 yards per carry in the last two games. 
___
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            Baylor quarterback Sawyer Robertson (13) crosses the goal line for a touchdown against Oklahoma State in the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Waco, Texas. (Rod Aydelotte/Waco Tribune-Herald via AP)
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            Houston quarterback Zeon Chriss throws the ball against Arizona in the first half during an NCAA college football game, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024, in Tucson, Ariz. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri)
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Baylor (6-4, 4-3 Big 12) at Houston (4-6, 3-4 Big 12), Saturday, 7 p.m. EST (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Baylor by 7 1/2.
Series record: Tied at 14-14-1.
What's at stake?
Baylor is looking for its fifth straight win, which would be the Bears' longest winning streak since the end of the 2021 season. Baylor, which earned bowl eligibility with the win against West Virginia last week, is looking for its seventh win, which would be the most since winning 12 in the 2021 season. Houston, which had its two-game winning streak snapped last week at Arizona, is trying to avoid missing out on a bowl game for the second straight season, which would be the first time that has happened since going six straight seasons from 1997-02.
Key matchup
Baylor's run game vs. Houston's rush defense. RB Bryson Washington rushed for 123 yards and three touchdowns against West Virginia to lead a Baylor rushing attack that totaled 183 yards. Washington has 699 yards rushing and 10 rushing touchdowns this season for a team has 1,848 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns. Houston's defense has held opponents to 11 rushing touchdowns this season but allowed an average 131 yards rushing per game this season.

    


Players to watch
Baylor: WR Josh Cameron caught five passes for 101 yards and a touchdown last week against West Virginia. Cameron has 34 catches for 525 yards and eight touchdowns, and he has averaged 20.7 yards per punt return this season, which ranks second in the nation.
Houston: DL Keith Cooper leads Houston with 3 1/2 sacks this season. He is tied for third on the team with seven tackles for loss and leads the team with seven quarterback hits.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Baylor QB Sawyer Robertson has completed nearly 62% of his passes for 2,112 yards and 20 touchdowns. ... Houston QB Zeon Chriss has completed nearly 66% of his passes for 542 yards and four touchdowns with four interceptions, and he has rushed for 349 yards and two touchdowns. ... Baylor ranks fourth in the nation in net punting averaging 43.89 yards and seventh in tackles for loss allowed averaging 3.5 allowed per game. ... Houston's offense ranks 132nd in the nation averaging 14 points per game and 133rd in red zone offense, scoring on 11 of 19 attempts (57.9%). ... Saturday marks the first game in Houston between the two teams since Baylor beat the Cougars 47-7 in 1995 at the Astrodome.
___
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            French players celebrate following the Autumn Nations series rugby union match between France and All Blacks at the Stade de France stadium, in Saint-Denis, outside Paris, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Argentina's Juan Cruz Mallia, right, breaks away from Ireland's James Lowe, to score a try during the Autumn Nations series rugby union match between Ireland and Argentina, at Aviva Stadium, Dublin, Ireland, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            Argentina's Guido Petti, top, jumps for the ball during the Autumn Nations series rugby union match between Ireland and Argentina, at Aviva Stadium, Dublin, Ireland, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- One thing is certain for Fabien Galthie's France this autumn. Nothing is certain.
Since the start of the autumn tests, the coach has not hesitated to leave out established stars, and so far this has worked well. France takes on Argentina in their final test of the year on Friday at Stade de France on the back of victories against Japan and New Zealand.
Stalwart players have been sacrificed this month one after another for the good of the team. Gael Fickou was benched against Japan and Matthieu Jalibert was benched against the All Blacks, then refused to accept it and left the squad. It's Gregory Alldritt's turn to pay the price of Galthie's rotation policy.
The No. 8 was not even in the matchday 23 facing the Pumas after Galthie made four changes.
Galthie reasoned he's trying to create depth and more experience ahead of the Six Nations and more in mind of the 2027 Rugby World Cup.

    


"There is no polemics," he said.
The players left out, at least Fickou, did not seem to take it personally.
Fickou joked, "I was a bit cold on the bench. That's what group life is all about. You can't play every game. There are also some great players in my position who are growing and who have talent. It's up to me to be good enough to stay here."




In any case, competition for places is paying dividends. A year after its brokenhearted exit in the quarterfinals of its home Rugby World Cup at the hands of South Africa and following a summer tour of South America marred by off-field controversies, France is back in form.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Beating New Zealand 30-29 last weekend, with talismanic captain Antoine Dupont aboard in his second test of the year, was a statement that France is a serious threat again.
France and the Pumas split a series in Argentina in July, the Pumas winning the last match 33-25. But the Pumas have not beaten Les Tricolores in France for 10 years.

    


Unlike Galthie, Argentina coach Felipe Contepomi is bidding on continuity since taking charge. His Pumas have thrashed Italy 57-17 and lost to Ireland 22-19. Contepomi has made just one change to his starters, with Gonzalo Garcia at scrumhalf for fresh legs on Friday night.
"It's a real threat looming," Dupont said. "Looking at what they have been capable of in recent months, there is a real danger. Winning in New Zealand, beating South Africa in the Rugby Championship is no mean feat."
The Pumas have also been bolstered in the reserves by the return for the first time this month of flanker Marcos Kremer from a knee injury and wing Mateo Carreras, who became a father. They started both tests against France in July.
Kremer and Carreras also are among 10 Pumas who play for clubs in France.

"We have to look at our shirt and from there put it where it deserves, regardless of the opponent," Carreras said. "The extra spice of it being France gives us that desire to go out and win. The connection in defense is going to be key. We have to keep the ball a lot and maintain discipline."
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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            Wisconsin's Braedyn Locke (18) throws a pass during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Oregon Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Madison, Wis. Oregon won 16-13. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Wisconsin (5-5, 3-4 Big Ten) at Nebraska (5-5, 2-5), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. EST (Big Ten Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Nebraska by 2 1/2.
Series record: Wisconsin leads 13-4.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Bowl eligibility goes to the winner. Wisconsin is looking to extend its bowl streak to 22 seasons, third-longest in the nation. Nebraska has lost four straight after a 5-1 start and is looking to go to a bowl for the first time since 2016, the longest drought in the Power Four. The Badgers, losers of three straight, have clinched bowl eligibility the last two years with wins over Nebraska.
KEY MATCHUP
Nebraska QB Dylan Raiola vs. Wisconsin pass defense. Raiola will be playing his second game with new offensive coordinator Dana Holgorsen as the play-caller. The freshman has struggled against Big Ten opponents. He's thrown just three touchdown passes and been intercepted eight times over the last six games. Wisconsin has one of the best pass defenses in the conference and has allowed just three TD passes in six games.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Wisconsin: QB Braedyn Locke, like Raiola, has struggled and will have a new offensive coordinator following the firing of Phil Longo on Sunday. The Badgers have scored a combined 33 points during their three-game losing streak, with Locke completing 49.4% of his passes (49 of 99) with two TDs and four interceptions.
Nebraska: DE Ty Robinson, a sixth-year player, will need to be his best in his final home game going against a Wisconsin offensive line that has allowed just 11 sacks. He's one of the most disruptive defensive linemen in the Big Ten, with 10 tackles for loss and six sacks. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Wisconsin has won 10 straight meetings with Nebraska, including all nine since the Freedom Trophy was introduced in 2014. The Badgers are 11-1 against Nebraska since the Huskers joined the Big Ten in 2011. ... Nebraska is 0-8 under second-year coach Matt Rhule when trying to win a sixth game to become bowl-eligible. ... Badgers have allowed only two plays of 40-plus yards, tied with Ohio State for fewest in the country. ... Wisconsin's Tawee Walker is averaging 97.3 rushing yards per game in his six Big Ten starts.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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FC Cincinnati signs Togo striker Kevin Denkey for what MLS says is a record fee for the league
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                                        CINCINNATI (AP) -- FC Cincinnati signed Togo striker Kevin Denkey from Belgian club Cercle Brugge on Thursday on a contract through 2028 in what the Major League Soccer team described as an "historic transfer."
Cincinnati didn't disclose the transfer fee but the MLS said on its official website that Denkey joins for a reported $16.2 million, which it said would be not only a club record but the most expensive signing in MLS history.
The MLS said its current record transfer fee was for Thiago Almada when he signed for Atlanta United in 2022. No fee was disclosed for that transfer.
Denkey will officially join Cincinnati as a designated player when the MLS' primary transfer window opens in 2025, the club said. There is an option in the contract for Cincinnati to keep Denkey until 2029.
Denkey has played 38 games for Togo, scoring nine goals. He was the Belgian league's top scorer last season with 27, eight more than any other player. He has seven goals in 13 league matches this season.

    


"We're thrilled to welcome Kevin to FC Cincinnati," general manager Chris Albright said. "He is a talented, young striker with exceptional character. Kevin has been one of the most productive forwards in Europe over the last two years, showcasing elite physicality, finishing ability and work ethic.

"This is a historic transfer for our club and our league, and it's a tremendous credit to our ownership group, which continues to invest in this club's ambition to compete for trophies."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


The Citadel (5-6) at No. 17 Clemson (8-2), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. EST (CW)
BetMGM College Football Odds: No line. 
Series history: Clemson leads 33-5-1. 
What's at stake?
Clemson, which finished its ACC season at 7-1, wants to keep its momentum going into the much bigger finale on Nov. 30 when it faces rival South Carolina. The Citadel, under second-year coach Maurice Drayton, could reach .500 for the first time since 2019 by pulling off the colossal upset. 
Key matchup
Clemson QB Cade Klubnik vs. Citadel defensive line. Klubnik has had a special season for the Tigers with a career best 26 touchdown passes and a four more scores on the ground. The Citadel is second in the FCS Southern Conference with 198 yards passing per game this season. 
Players to watch
The Citadel: QB Johnathan Bennett spent four seasons at Liberty before joining The Citadel this season. He has completed just under 52% of his throws for 1,604 yards, seven touchdowns and seven interceptions. 
Clemson: DE T.J. Parker had four sacks in a 24-20 win over Pitt last week, tying the program record for most in a game. He finished with five tackles for loss last week, tying for most by an FBS player this season. Parker was named ACC defensive lineman of the week. 




Facts & figures
Clemson is 38-0 against teams like The Citadel from the FCS since 1982. ... The Tigers have won their past 14 games over the Bulldogs, dating to 1929. Clemson won the most recent meeting, 49-0, in 2020. ... The Citadel is receiving $475,000 from Clemson for the game. ... The Citadel receiver Javonte Graves-Billips leads the team with 29 catches and three TD passes. Two of those came last week when the Bulldogs rallied from 14-0 down to defeat Wofford, 30-17. ... Clemson linebacker Sammy Brown has nine tackles for loss, second most in the country by a freshman. ... Citadel has not played a team from the Football Bowl Subdivision since a 52-14 loss to Coastal Carolina to start the 2021 season. That was also the last time the Bulldogs faced a ranked opponent. ... The Citadel's last win over an FBS and ACC opponent came in 2019, a 27-24 victory at Georgia Tech. ... Clemson tailback Phil Mafah has 998 yards this season as he closes in on his first 1,000-yard season. It would be the 24th such season for a Tigers' back in school history.
___
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            Army Black Knights linebacker Elo Modozie (18) celebrates his sack of Air Force Falcons quarterback Quentin Hayes with teammate Chance Keith (2) during the first half of an NCAA college football game on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Rich Schultz)
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            Army running back Tyrell Robinson (21) attempts to elude the grasp of Air Force defensive back Jamari Bellamy (3) during the first half of an NCAA college football game on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Rich Schultz)
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NEW YORK (AP) -- Notre Dame versus Army at Yankee Stadium. At one time it was the biggest game there was in college football.
One of them was ranked No. 1 in four straight meetings from 1943-46, culminating with a 0-0 tie in a No. 1 vs. No. 2 matchup that was dubbed the "Game of the Century."
Their meeting Saturday night isn't at that level. But with the No. 6 Fighting Irish (9-1) in prime position for a spot in the College Football Playoff and the 18th-ranked Black Knights (9-0) one of only three unbeaten teams in FBS, it's one of the most significant games on the last full weekend of November.
"It's an amazing opportunity to play a great program that has a lot of history and is a Top 25 program," Notre Dame coach Marcus Freeman said. "It's going to be a great challenge on Saturday night."
Notre Dame has won eight straight and has been romping over opponents, just as it did in 2016 in the most recent meeting of what eventually became a one-sided series against Army. The Black Knights haven't won since 1958, the last matchup in which both were ranked.

    


"You walk around this building and look at all the photos of Army playing Notre Dame in the Polo Grounds and Yankee Stadium, and there's a great history to this game," Army coach Jeff Monken said. "And the history belongs to Notre Dame. They've won most of them. So it will take a great effort, but our guys are excited about the challenge and the opportunity and I hope we'll play well."




This meeting was scheduled to honor the 100th anniversary of Notre Dame's 1924 victory in New York at the Polo Grounds, when Grantland Rice famously wrote: "Outlined against a blue-gray October sky, the Four Horsemen rode again."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Army has won 13 straight, tops in the nation, has won every game this season by double digits and didn't even trail in one until its 14-3 victory over North Texas two weeks ago. But the Black Knights haven't played anyone like the Irish, who are No. 6 in the current playoff rankings. Notre Dame has allowed 14 or fewer points in five straight games, is near the top of numerous defensive categories and allows just 11.4 points per game.

    


Win Saturday and at Southern California next week in their final game of the regular season and the Irish could be in position to host a playoff game.
"I think the coolest thing is we're in November now, getting to late November, and you're in control of your destiny. That's something that I haven't been able to experience," said quarterback Riley Leonard, a transfer from Duke. "And every day you kind of wake up and you're like wow, this is cool. You have that motivation and that extra urge to go above and beyond, go the extra mile, because everything we want is right in front of us and we're in control of our destiny."
The playoff may be out of reach for Army, currently No. 19. But the Black Knights need to keep their ranking as high as possible, as it could come into play as a tiebreaker with No. 20 Tulane to determine which hosts the American Athletic Conference championship game on Dec. 6.

    


The series
Notre Dame is 39-8-4 against Army, including 15-5-3 at Yankee Stadium. That includes a 2010 victory in what was the first football game at the current stadium, which opened a year earlier.
Another Academy
Notre Dame routed Navy 51-14 last month. Like Army, the Midshipmen control the ball with their rushing attack and rarely commit turnovers, but the Irish recovered five fumbles and had an interception.
"I met with the defensive staff and the first thing we said is the biggest mistake we can make is think this is Navy 2.0," Freeman said. "It's not."
Back to the Bronx
Notre Dame serves as the host team for the game Saturday, even though it's not far from Army's home at West Point, New York. The Black Knights took a trip to Yankee Stadium this summer.
"I think it's a really cool moment," linebacker Brett Gerena said. "I was new in my awareness with our history at Yankee Stadium and the Polo Grounds. I'm just really excited to relive that history and be a part of the legacy."
1-2 punch
Army quarterback Bryson Daily and running back Kanye Udoh have combined for 1,918 rushing yards this season, the seventh-highest total by a duo in academy history.
Udoh (856 yards) is on pace to join Daily (1,062 yards) as a 1,000-yard rusher with five games left. Army has had two players rush for more 1,000 yards in a season only twice (1984, 2012).

    


___
AP freelance writer Sal Interdonato in West Point, New York, contributed to this report.
___
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Wake Forest (4-6, 2-4 ACC) at No. 11 Miami (9-1, 5-1, No. 8 CFP), Saturday, noon ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Miami by 24 1/2.
Series record: Miami leads 8-3.
What's at stake?
Miami would assure itself of a berth in the Atlantic Coast Conference title game and remain on track for a spot in the College Football Playoff by beating Wake Forest and then Syracuse next week. Wake Forest needs to beat Miami and then Duke next week to finish the regular season 6-6 and become bowl-eligible.
Key matchup
Miami's passing game vs. Wake Forest's secondary. The Demon Deacons have allowed opposing QBs to complete 69.7% of their passes this season.
Players to watch
Wake Forest: WR Taylor Morin will play his 60th game for the Demon Deacons, and needs 106 receiving yards for 3,000 in his career.
Miami: K Andres Borregales will play at home for the last time (barring a home playoff game). He's 169 for 170 on extra points, 69 for 81 on field goals as a Hurricane.

    


Facts & figures
Miami QB Cam Ward has thrown for 151 touchdowns in college, four shy of former Houston QB Case Keenum's Division I (FBS and FCS) record of 155 and 11 shy of John Matocha's all-division record of 162. Matocha played at Division II's Colorado School of Mines. ... Since the last time these teams played in 2013, 50 different players have thrown a pass, 142 different players have had at least one carry and 170 different players have had at least one reception for either the Hurricanes or Demon Deacons. ... Wake Forest won three of the first four games in the series, the last of those wins coming in 1944. Since the end of World War II, Miami is 7-0 in the series. ... The Hurricanes have a chance for their second perfect home record in the last 22 regular seasons. They were 7-0 at home in 2017, then lost the Orange Bowl on their home field. ... With another loss this season, Wake Forest would be assured of back-to-back sub-.500 records for the first time since 2014 and 2015, coach Dave Clawson's first two years at the school.
___
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No. 4 Penn State (9-1, 6-1 Big Ten, No. 4 CFP) at Minnesota (6-4, 4-3), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. EST (CBS).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Penn State by 111/2.
Series record: Penn State leads 10-6.
What's at stake?
Penn State is in prime position for a spot in the new 12-team College Football Playoff and still in the mix to make the Big Ten championship game, with a home game against struggling Maryland waiting after this challenge on the road against a well-rounded opponent. Losing to Minnesota team coming off a bye week would be a big blow to Penn State's playoff push and all but take a conference title off the table. Minnesota can vastly upgrade its bowl bid with a win and take some momentum into a final-week rivalry game at Wisconsin. 
Key matchup
Penn State TE Tyler Warren vs. Minnesota defense. Warren, a first team AP Midseason All-America selection, totaled 190 yards and two touchdowns from scrimmage last week in a blowout win at Purdue. He is second among all FBS tight ends in receiving yards (808) and also taken 13 of his 16 rushing attempts for either first downs or touchdowns. The Gophers are second in the FBS in passes defended per game, tied for fourth in interceptions per game and tied for 17th in yards allowed per pass attempt. 

    


Players to watch
Penn State: DE Abdul Carter has had multiple tackles for loss in three straight games. The junior, who played linebacker the previous two seasons, second in the FBS with 171/2 tackles for loss and seventh with eight sacks this year.
Minnesota: LB Cody Lindenberg. The fifth-year junior leads the Gophers with 76 tackles, coming off a career-high 14 tackles at Rutgers in their last game on Nov. 9. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
This will be Penn State's fourth visit to Minnesota since Huntington Bank Stadium opened on campus in 2009. The Nittany Lions won in 2010 and lost in 2013 and 2019. ... Penn State has won its first four road games in a season for the first time since 2011. ... Penn State QB Drew Allar is third in the FBS in yards per pass attempt (9.8) and fifth in completion percentage (71.9) ... The Nittany Lions have allowed 49 second-half points this season for the second-best per-game average in the FBS. ... Minnesota is 2-1 against teams ranked in the AP Top 25 at the time of the game. The Gophers have never posted three wins against ranked opponents in one season. 
___
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            Rutgers quarterback Athan Kaliakmanis (16) has an emotional moment with head coach Greg Schiano after the Scarlet Knights beat Minnesota 26-19 in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Piscataway, N.J. Kaliakmanis transferred from Minnesota to play at Rutgers this season. (Andrew Mills/NJ Advance Media via AP)
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            Rutgers running back Ja'shon Benjamin (20) runs by Minnesota linebacker Devon Williams (9) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Piscataway, N.J. (Andrew Mills/NJ Advance Media via AP)
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            Illinois linebacker Kenenna Odeluga (39) reacts after sacking Michigan State quarterback Aidan Chiles during the second half in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Champaign, Ill. (AP Photo/Matt Marton)
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            Illinois head coach Brett Bielema looks on during the second half in an NCAA college football game against Michigan State, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Champaign, Ill. (AP Photo/Matt Marton)
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            Rutgers wide receiver Ian Strong (9) catches a pass for a 65-yard gain during the second quarter of an NCAA college football game against Minnesota, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Piscataway, N.J. (Andrew Mills/NJ Advance Media via AP)
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            Rutgers wide receiver Ian Strong (9) catches a pass for a 65-yard gain during the second quarter of an NCAA college football game against Minnesota, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Piscataway, N.J. (Andrew Mills/NJ Advance Media via AP)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


PISCATAWAY, N.J. (AP) -- After years of being at the bottom of the Big Ten Conference, No. 24 Illinois and Rutgers are going in the right direction under Bret Bielema and Greg Schiano with the season entering its final two weeks.
The Illini (7-3, 4-3, No. 25 CFP) and Rutgers (6-4, 3-4) are both bowl eligible heading into Saturday's game at SHI Stadium, and both have a lot at stake.
Illinois has had an exceptional season, especially considering two of its losses have been to No. 1 Oregon and No. 4 Penn State. If it can beat the Scarlet Knights and Northwestern in the final two games, the Illini will post its first nine-win season and likely get a bid to a prestigious bowl game.
Bielema's team is ranked in the College Football Poll for only the second time. The other time was in 2022 for two weeks.
"The fact of the matter is we have an unbelievable opportunity in front of us with Rutgers to put ourselves in a position with two games remaining to have a lot to play for," Bielema said. "It's pretty awesome."

    


Rutgers is in the same position in what has been a rollercoaster season. It opened with four straight wins, followed by four losses and now two wins. The Scarlet Knights have never had a three-game winning streak in conference play since joining the Big Ten in 2014. They have never won four league games in a season.




The fact this game is on Senior Day is not lost on Schiano, who started his second tour at the New Jersey university in 2020, taking over a program that had nine wins overall in the previous four years.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This group is a special group," Schiano said. "If you think back to when they decided to come to Rutgers, they had a huge leap of faith. Let's call it what it was, we were probably the worst Power 5 football program in America at the time."
Rutgers is in line to make its third bowl appearance in the last five years, including one as a replacement team in COVID-19 season.
It's progress for both schools.

    


NFL receiver room
Schiano said Illinois has an NFL group of wide outs, led by Pat Bryant and Zakhari Franklin. Bryant has 43 catches for 717 yards and eight touchdowns. He is averaging 14.5 yards. Franklin has 48 catches for 559 yards and three TDs, with an 11.7-yard average.
Rutgers has one of the top secondaries in the conference with cornerback Robert Longerbeam and Erik Rogers at the cornerbacks and Shaquan Loyal, Flip Dixon and Kaj Sanders at the safeties.
The defending Big Ten rushing champion
Kyle Monangai ranks 11th nationally and second in the Big Ten, averaging 114.2 yards rushing. He ranks 15th nationally and second in the league with 12 rushing touchdowns. The New Jersey high school star ranks ninth nationally and first in the Big Ten with 197 carries. Monangai has no career fumbles (610 carries, 35 receptions). He has rushed for 1,028 yards and has scored a touchdown in 7 of 9 games played. He is the first Rutgers player since Ray Rice (2005-07) with consecutive 1,000 yard seasons.
Special teams
Bielema said he started preparing to face the Rutgers punt block team three weeks ago. That's not ordinary.
Rutgers has blocked 73 kicks (43 punts, 17 field goals, 13 extra points) under Schiano, including 15 games with multiple blocks. The Scarlet Knights lead the nation with 10 blocked punts over the previous three seasons.

    


Sack City

Illinois had five sacks in its win over Michigan State this past weekend. It leads the Big Ten, averaging 3.14. Outside linebacker Gabe Jacas is tied for the conference lead with seven sacks. Rutgers' line needs to protect quarterback Athan Kaliakmanis to win.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football and https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


ATHENS, Ga (AP) -- Massachusetts interim coach Shane Montgomery says he couldn't have asked for a more demanding first assignment after taking over for fired coach Don Brown earlier this week.
Montgomery will continue to call plays as offensive coordinator when the Minutemen face No. 8 Georgia (8-2, No. 10 CFP) on Saturday -- six days after he replaced Brown. UMass has a 2-8 record that includes losses to two Southeastern Conference teams, Missouri and Mississippi State.
The Bulldogs moved back into the the projected playoff field following last week's 33-17 home win over Tennessee. Georgia will be playing to protect its playoff hopes.
Montgomery said Georgia boasts "a different level of defense" than other teams the Minutemen have faced.
"We're playing a team that's, you know, two years removed from back to back national championships," Montgomery said, referring to the 2021 and 2022 titles with coach Kirby Smart.
"They're still Georgia. And, you know, you're going to face a lot of All-Americans on both sides of the ball. You're going to face a lot of five-star recruits. You know, I've been fortunate to play against some good defenses over the years. This is probably the most talented I've ever faced."




Series history
This will be only the second game between the programs. Georgia beat UMass 66-27 at home on Nov. 17, 2018, despite a huge game from Minutemen wide receiver Andy Isabella, who had 15 catches for 219 yards and two touchdowns.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
SEC x 3
Georgia is favored by 42 1/2 points, according to BetMGM College Football Odds. The Minutemen lost at home to Missouri 45-3 on Oct. 12 and lost at Mississippi State 45-20 on Nov. 2. 
"I think it's good because you get to watch how they played those teams," Smart said. "Unfortunately, sometimes those teams don't have the same schemes we do. It's harder because maybe Mississippi State is different offensively than we are. It helps when the team you're playing is more similar to you, regardless of what conference they're in." 

    


Walking wounded
Like many teams late in the season, Georgia has had to make lineup adjustments as they hope for injured starters to heal from injuries. The offensive line has had left tackle Earnest Greene III (shoulder) and right guards Tate Ratledge and Micah Morris miss time or be limited by injuries. 
Running backs Branson Robinson (knee) and Trevor Etienne (ribs) missed last week's game as freshman Nate Frazier made his first start. Wide receiver Dillon Bell left last week's game with an ankle injury.
More replacement starters or backups could see playing time this week. Smart said he hopes Etienne and Robinson can return.

    


Core of the team
Smart had compliments for Ratledge, who had a sprained ankle early in the season and aggravated the injury in Georgia's 28-10 loss at Mississippi on Nov. 9. He returned and was named the Southeastern Conference's Co-Offensive Lineman of the Week for his play against Tennessee.
Smart said Ratledge is "a lunch pail, working man's guy" and had praise for other offensive linemen, including Greene, Morris, Dylan Fairchild, Jared Wilson and Xavier Truss. "No bones about it, those guys are the core of our team," Smart said.
Ratledge, from Rome, Georgia, near the Tennessee state line, said playing well against the Vols was especially important. "That game means a lot to me," Ratledge said. "I grew up a huge Tennessee fan, everybody knows. My family is Tennessee fans, half of them still don't talk to me. But that game meant a lot to me, being able to do that."
Brown out
Brown was 6-28 in three seasons. UMass is in its final season as an independent and will join the Mid-American Conference in July.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            South Carolina edge Kyle Kennard (5) celebrates the team's win against Vanderbilt after an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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Wofford (5-6) at No. 19 South Carolina (7-3), Saturday, 4 p.m. EST (ESPN+/SECN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: No line. 
Series history: South Carolina leads 20-4. 
What's at stake?
South Carolina, which finished its SEC season at 5-3, wants to keep its momentum going into the much bigger finale on Nov. 30 when it plays at rival Clemson. Wofford has had its most wins since going 8-4 in 2019 and can reach .500 if it pulls off the colossal upset. 
Key matchup
Wofford's offense vs. South Carolina's defensive line. The Terriers are 107th nationally in total offense in the Football Championship Subdivision this season while the Gamecocks, led by SEC leader Kyle Kennard, are second in the Southeastern Conference and third in the country in sacks. 
Players to watch
Wofford: QB Amari Odom has thrown for 1,350 yards, completing more than 55% of his throws with six touchdowns and six interceptions. He's helped the Terriers to five victories this season after the program totalled just six combined the previous three years. 
South Carolina: QB LaNorris Sellers i s finding his stride late in his first season as the Gamecocks starter. Sellers threw for a career high 353 yards and five TD passes as South Carolina twice rallied back in the fourth quarter of a 34-31 win over then-No. 24 Missouri last week. 




Facts & figures
South Carolina has won the past 17 games over Wofford, dating to 1918. ... Wofford will receive $600,000 for its first trip to Williams-Brice Stadium since 2017. ... Since 2000, the Gamecocks are 56-4 against teams not currently in a Power Four conference. One of those defeats, though, was to FCS opponent in The Citadel in 2015. ... Wofford is 1-25 all-time against teams from the Football Bowl Subdivision, the lone victory coming over Louisiana-Monroe in 2000. ... Wofford's last FBS opponent was Pitt to start the 2023 season, the Terriers losing 45-7. ... Kennard leads the SEC with 10.5 sacks. ... South Carolina tailback Raheim "Rocket" Sanders has accounted for seven of his 12 TDs this season in the team's past four victories. ... This is Wofford's final game of the season. ... South Carolina freshman Mazeo Bennett leads the team's receivers this season with 26 catches for 312 yards and three touchdowns. ... The Gamecocks offensive line, which had allowed 32 sacks in the team's first seven games, has given up just one in the past three wins over Texas A&M, Vanderbilt and Missouri.
___
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No. 16 Colorado (8-2, 6-1 Big 12, No. 16 CFP) at Kansas (4-6, 3-4), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. EST (FOX)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Colorado by 21/2.
Series record: Colorado leads 42-23-3.
What's at stake?
Colorado is tied with BYU in the league standings at 6-1 and a game back of the Cougars in overall record with two games to go. So if the Buffaloes win out, they will be playing for the Big 12 title. If they lose to Kansas, they would need Arizona State and Iowa State to lose at least one game or BYU to lose its last two. The Jayhawks have won consecutive games against ranked teams for the first time in school history.
Key matchup
Colorado star Travis Hunter against the Kansas defense, and particularly standout cornerbacks Cobee Bryant and Mello Dotson. Hunter is among the frontrunners for the Heisman Trophy thanks to his two-way versatility, but he will face two of the Big 12's premier cover cornerbacks against the Jayhawks.

    


Players to watch
Colorado: Shedeur Sanders will be one of the first QBs taken in the NFL draft, and he has been particularly good over the last three weeks. Sanders has thrown for at least 291 yards in each of the games and has eight touchdown passes against one interception. 
Kansas: RB Devin Neal had two TD runs in last week's road upset of then-No. 6 BYU, and he needs just 74 yards to reach 1,000 for the third consecutive season. His ability to grind away yards will be crucial to keeping the high-powered Colorado offense off the field.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Colorado is back in the Big 12 and playing Kansas for the first time since Nov. 6, 2010, when the Jayhawks won in Lawrence. The Buffaloes' last win in the series was on Oct. 17, 2009. ... It is the final home game for Kansas and the last scheduled game at Arrowhead Stadium, where it has played its Big 12 games while rebuilding its football stadium. ... Hunter needs 87 yards receiving to reach 1,000 for the season. ... Sanders needs two TD passes to break Sefo Liufau's single-season Colorado record set in 2014. ... Colorado held Utah to 31 yards rushing last week. ... The Buffaloes lead the Big 12 in sacks and has at least four in five of the last six games. ... Kansas allowed 13 points last week against BYU, its fewest against a ranked opponent since surrendering 11 to No. 2 Oklahoma in 1984. ... Dotson has five interceptions to lead the Big 12. 
___
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            Miami quarterback Cam Ward (1) looks for an open receiver during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Georgia Tech, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)
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MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) -- Officially, the College Football Playoff field gets announced on Dec. 8 and the first game of the tournament is on Dec. 20.
Those dates don't really apply to Miami. For the Hurricanes, the CFP may as well start now.
A win this week means Miami's playoff chances live on and a loss this week means hope is almost certainly over for the Hurricanes. No. 11 Miami (9-1, 5-1 Atlantic Coast Conference, No. 8 CFP) plays host to Wake Forest (4-6, 2-4) on Saturday, now with little room for error after falling to Georgia Tech two weeks ago.
"We're going to be locked in regardless," Miami quarterback Cam Ward said. "We're not really worried about no room for error. Play like that, you mess up. Even when you play good, you're going to mess up at some point. So, that has no meaning to us."
If Miami wins Saturday and again next weekend at Syracuse, the Hurricanes will be heading to the Atlantic Coast Conference title game in Charlotte on Dec. 7. But coach Mario Cristobal's mantra all season has been that no good comes from looking ahead. It has become cliche at Miami: "go 1-0 this week" is the phrase that has been uttered by players and coaches countless times.

    


"There's too much going on in the outside world," Cristobal said. "There's too much clutter, there's too much coverage and hype and noise to really do anything else but make sure your guys are focused on the task at hand. ... Without a doubt, that's been emphasized and that's not going to change."




There's much on the line for Wake Forest as well this week. The Demon Deacons aren't going to the ACC title game or the CFP, but an upset win Saturday and then a victory over Duke next week would get Wake Forest to 6-6 and likely to a bowl. Wake Forest didn't make a bowl last year, snapping a seven-year streak of reaching one.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Our practices are good. They're lively. Guys are into it," Wake Forest coach Dave Clawson said. "We have a bunch of guys that are in their last year of football and they're trying to, in the words of Warren Zevon, enjoy every sandwich. And then you have some young guys that are playing for the first time ever that are just excited to be playing."

    


A rare matchup
Calling Miami and Wake Forest "conference rivals" is a stretch, since the schools haven't played since 2013. Clawson is in his 11th year at Wake Forest; he's had more ACC games against Stanford (one) and Cal (one) than he has Miami (zero). The schools next play in 2026 in what'll be Miami's first trip to Winston-Salem in 17 years. "I thought about all those years that they were struggling, and then the year we get them they're 9-1," Clawson said.
Injury watch
A trio of injured Hurricanes -- cornerback Damari Brown, defensive lineman Elijah Alston and offensive lineman Ryan Rodriguez -- are "close" to returning and could all be game-time decisions Saturday. Brown would be an especially key returnee, since Miami is getting very thin in the secondary. For Wake Forest, starting quarterback Hank Bachmeier is expected to play. He was knocked from last week's loss to North Carolina because of an issue with his left shoulder.

    


Miami senior day
The Hurricanes will pay tribute to 27 seniors before their final home regular season game, including Ward, WR Xavier Restrepo, K Andres Borregales and ninth-year TE Cam McCormick -- now healthy after years and years of dealing with injuries. "I wouldn't have changed my journey. If I could do it again, I would do it again," McCormick said.
Magic number: 31
Wake Forest is 4-0 this season when holding teams under 31 points, 0-6 otherwise. Miami is 9-0 when scoring that many, 0-1 otherwise.
In the rankings
The Hurricanes entered this week leading the nation in yards per game, points per game and yards per play, all a big reason why Ward is considered the Heisman Trophy favorite. He says Miami's offensive line deserves more credit. "If you don't have an O-line, you can't do anything," Ward said.
___
AP Sports Writer Aaron Beard contributed to this report.
___
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            Duke quarterback Maalik Murphy (6) carries the ball for a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game against North Carolina State in Raleigh, N.C., Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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Virginia Tech (5-5, 3-3 Atlantic Coast Conference) at Duke (7-3, 3-3), Saturday, 8 p.m. EST (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Virginia Tech by 3.
Series record: Virginia Tech leads 19-11.
What's at stake?
Virginia Tech arrives chasing a win to secure bowl eligibility, while Duke can reach the eight-win mark for the third consecutive season -- which has happened only once before in program history.
Key matchup
Virginia Tech's ground game against Duke's defense. The Hokies are ranked fourth in the ACC in rushing offense at 185.3 yards per game behind Bhayshul Tuten, who is averaging 105.7 yards and has 12 rushing touchdowns. The Blue Devils have been one of the best league teams at getting after the quarterback, but the Blue Devils are 13th in the ACC in run defense (149.3 yards) -- though they have allowed just 10 rushing TDs to rank near the bottom of the league in that category.

    


Players to watch
Virginia Tech: DE Antwaun Powell-Ryland. He ranks second in the nation with 13 sacks, including a pair of four-sack performances. He needs two more to surpass Corey Moore (14.5) for the fourth-most in a season in program history.
Duke: QB Maalik Murphy. The Texas transfer is coming off a 245-yard passing day at N.C. State that included two passing scores and his first rushing TD.




Facts & figures
The only time Duke has reached the eight-win mark in three straight seasons was 2013-15. ... The teams met every year from 2004-22 after the Hokies joined the league, with Duke winning the last meeting (24-7) in November 2022. ... A Duke win would give the Blue Devils consecutive wins in the series for the first time since taking six straight from 1937-51. ... The Hokies are 2-3 on the road this season. ... Virginia Tech enters this game having lost two straight, first by falling at Syracuse and then losing at home to No. 17 Clemson. ... Duke is 15-3 in its last 18 home games (.833).
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Kentucky (4-6, 1-6 Southeastern Conference) at No. 3 Texas (9-1, 5-1, No. 3 CFP) Saturday, 3:30 p.m. EST (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas by 20 1/2.
Series record: Texas leads 1-0.
What's at stake?
Texas heads into its final home game of the regular season as a top contender for the SEC championship game and a possible first-round bye in the College Football Playoff. The Longhorns control their own path to the SEC title game if they win their final two games. Kentucky would love to mess that up and put a ribbon on an otherwise dismal season.
Key matchup
Kentucky's offensive line against the inside-outside combination of Texas senior defensive tackle Alfred Collins and freshman edge rusher Colin Simmons. At 6-foot-5, 325 pounds, Collins is a pocket pusher coming off his best game of the season against Arkansas. Simmons has a team-high six sacks, including two last week.

    


Players to watch
Kentucky: Receiver Dane Key leads the Wildcats in catches (44) and yards (686) and has caught a pass in 18 consecutive games. 
Texas: Junior quarterback Quinn Ewers may be playing his final home game. A three-year starter he could enter the NFL draft after this season, Ewers deflected a question this week about his future. He has passed for 1,898 yards and 21 touchdowns this season, and missed two full games with an abdomen injury. 




Facts & figures
Texas has allowed just three passing touchdowns all season and has 15 interceptions. ... Texas is Kentucky's fourth opponent this season ranked No. 7 or higher. The Wildcats won the first, then lost the next two by a total of eight points. ... Kentucky's Mark Stoops is the longest-tenured active coach in the SEC at 12 seasons. ... The Longhorns rank No. 1 in total defense and passing yards allowed.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football.
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Cincinnati (5-5, 3-4 Big 12) at Kansas State (7-3, 4-3), Saturday, 8 p.m. EST (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Kansas State by 81/2.
Series record: Cincinnati leads 4-2.
What's at stake?
Kansas State is desperate to snap a two-game losing streak when it takes on Cincinnati, which still needs to win one of its final two games to achieve bowl eligibility. The Wildcats blew a nine-point fourth-quarter lead at Houston before turning the ball over three times and fumbling the snap on two field-goal attempts in a home loss to Arizona State last week. Those two losses dropped them off the pace of Big 12 championship game contention.
Key matchup
Kansas State QB Avery Johnson against the Cincinnati defense. Johnson has struggled in back-to-back games, getting thoroughly out-played last week by Arizona State's Sam Leavitt. The Wildcats would like to see the dual-threat QB use his legs more, especially in the red zone, and that should put more pressure on a Bearcats defense that has allowed at least 31 points each of the past three games.

    


Players to watch
Cincinnati: QB Brendan Sorsby, who threw for 426 yards in a shootout with Texas Tech, was held to just 66 yards passing by Iowa State last week. He compensated for the meager production through the air with 141 yards rushing and a touchdown.
Kansas State: RB DJ Giddens ran just 14 times for 133 yards last week against Arizona State, though the numbers are a bit misleading. Many of them came late in the game, when the Sun Devils went to prevent-style defenses to hang onto their lead, giving Giddens more room to break a few long runs.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
The schools have only met six times, the last a 35-0 win by Kansas State at home on Sept. 9, 1996. ... The Bearcats can become bowl-eligible for the sixth time in seven seasons. ... Cincinnati RB Corey Kiner ran for 120 yards last week at Iowa State. He has 2,312 for his career, moving into ninth in school history. ... Bearcats LB Jared Bartlett has 7 1/2 sacks to rank second in the Big 12. ... Giddens moved into ninth in school history with 3,512 all-purpose yards last week. He has 2,872 yards rushing to rank fourth. ... Kansas State was shut out by the Sun Devils in the first half last week. It was the first time getting shut out in any half since 2022 against TCU.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football.
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                    FILE - Former acting Attorney General Matt Whitaker waves as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a caucus night party in Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump said Wednesday that he has chosen former acting Attorney General Matt Whitaker to serve as U.S. ambassador to NATO, the bedrock Western alliance that the president-elect has expressed skepticism about for years.
Trump, in a statement, said Whitaker was "a strong warrior and loyal Patriot" who "will ensure the United States' interests are advanced and defended" and "strengthen relationships with our NATO Allies, and stand firm in the face of threats to Peace and Stability."
The choice of Whitaker as the nation's representative to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization is an unusual one, given his background is in law enforcement and not in foreign policy. Whitaker had been considered a potential pick for attorney general, a position Trump instead gave to Matt Gaetz, a fierce loyalist seen as divisive even within his own party.

    


The NATO post is a particularly sensitive one given Trump's regard for the alliance's value and his complaints that numerous members are not meeting their commitments to spend at least 2% of their GDP on defense. 
Later Wednesday, Trump announced that he'd chosen former Republican Rep. Pete Hoekstra of Michigan, who served as ambassador to the Netherlands during his first term, as his upcoming administration's ambassador to Canada. 




"Pete will help me once again put AMERICA FIRST," the president-elect said in a statement. 

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


Whitaker, meanwhile, is a former U.S. attorney in Iowa and served as acting attorney general between November 2018 and February 2019 as special counsel Robert Mueller's investigation into Russian election interference was drawing to a close. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He had been chief of staff to Trump's first attorney general, Jeff Sessions, before being picked to replace his boss after Sessions was fired amid lingering outrage over his decision to recuse from the Russia investigation. Whitaker held the position for several months, on an acting basis and without Senate confirmation, until William Barr was confirmed as attorney general in February 2019.

    


Whitaker has been a relentless critic of the federal criminal cases against Trump, which appear set to evaporate after Trump's election win. Whitaker has used regular appearances on Fox News to join other Republicans in decrying what they contend is the politicization of the Justice Department over the past four years.
"Matt Whitaker obviously has strong political views, but he followed the rules when I served with him during his three-month tenure as acting Attorney General," Rod Rosenstein, who was deputy attorney general during Whitaker's tenure, wrote in an email Wednesday. "Many critics fail to give him credit for that. Matt didn't drop cases against political allies, and he didn't pursue unwarranted investigations of political opponents."
Whitaker has little evident foreign policy or national security experience, making him an unknown to many in U.S. security circles. 
Retired Gen. Philip Breedlove, a former supreme allied commander of NATO, said the ambassador's position was "incredibly important" within the U.S. and NATO security framework, as the direct representative of U.S. presidents in decision-making within the alliance.

    


"The bottom line is they are looked to have the credibility of the president when they speak," Breedlove said.
Previous ambassadors to NATO have generally had years of diplomatic, political or military experience. Trump's first-term NATO ambassador, former Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, did not, although she had been involved in foreign policy issues while in Congress. Breedlove said a security background was not essential to the post, but being seen as having a direct line to the president was.
"They need to be seen as actually representing what the president intends. To have the trust and confidence of the president, that's what's most important in that position," he said.
During his 2016 campaign, Trump alarmed Western allies by warning that the United States, under his leadership, might abandon its NATO treaty commitments and only come to the defense of countries that meet the transatlantic alliance's defense spending targets.

    


Trump, as president, eventually endorsed NATO's Article 5 mutual defense clause, which states that an armed attack against one or more of its members shall be considered an attack against all members. But he often depicted NATO allies as leeches on the U.S. military and openly questioned the value of the military alliance that has defined American foreign policy for decades.
In the years since, he has continued to threaten not to defend NATO members that fail to meet spending goals.
Earlier this year, Trump said that, when he was president, he warned NATO allies that he "would encourage" Russia "to do whatever the hell they want" to countries that are "delinquent."
"'You didn't pay? You're delinquent?'" Trump recounted saying at a February rally. "'No I would not protect you. In fact, I would encourage them to do whatever the hell they want. You gotta pay. You gotta pay your bills.'"

    


Jens Stoltenberg, NATO's secretary-general at the time, said in response that "any suggestion that allies will not defend each other undermines all of our security, including that of the U.S., and puts American and European soldiers at increased risk." 
NATO reported earlier this year that, in 2023, 11 member countries met the benchmark of spending 2% of their GDP on defense and that that number had increased to 18 in early 2024 -- up from just three in 2014. Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine has spurred additional military spending by some NATO members.
Trump has often tried to take credit for that increase, and bragged that, as a result of his threats, "hundreds of billions of dollars came into NATO," even though countries do not pay NATO directly.
Whitaker, Trump noted in his announcement, is a former Iowa football player. 
Whitaker has faced questions about his past business dealings, including his ties to an invention-promotion company that was accused of misleading consumers.
The Wall Street Journal in 2018 published an email revealing an FBI investigation into the company, World Patent Marketing Inc. The July 10, 2017, email was from an FBI victims' specialist to someone who, the newspaper said, was an alleged victim of the company. A Justice Department spokeswoman told the newspaper at the time that Whitaker was "not aware of any fraudulent activity."

Those selected for the NATO job in recent years have included retired Gen. Douglas Lute, the current U.S. ambassador to China, Nicholas Burns, former acting deputy Secretary of State Victoria Nuland and diplomacy academics who previously served on the National Security Council such as Ivo Daalder and Kurt Volker.
___
Colvin reported from New York. AP Diplomat Writer Matthew Lee and Associated Press writer Ellen Knickmeyer contributed to this report.
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            FILE - House Maj. Whip Reena Szczepanski, D-Santa Fe, left, Rep. D. Wonda Johnson, D-Church Rock, center, and Rep. Cristina Parajon, D-Albuquerque, talk before the start of a special session, in Santa Fe, N.M., July 18, 2024. (Eddie Moore/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, File)
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            FILE - Four of South Carolina's Sister Senators, from left to right, Sen. Margie Bright Matthews, D-Walterboro, Sen. Mia McLeod, I-Columbia, Sen. Katrina Shealy, R-Lexington, and Sen. Penry Gustafson, R-Camden, stand in front of the Senate with their John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage award, June 26, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins, File)
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            FILE - Four of South Carolina's Sister Senators, from left to right, Sen. Margie Bright Matthews, D-Walterboro, Sen. Mia McLeod, I-Columbia, Sen. Katrina Shealy, R-Lexington, and Sen. Penry Gustafson, R-Camden, stand in front of the Senate with their John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage award, June 26, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins, File)
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    Follow AP's coverage of the election and what happens next.


    


Women will for the first time make up a majority of state legislators in Colorado and New Mexico next year, but at least 13 states saw losses in female representation after the November election, according to a count released Thursday by the Rutgers Center for American Women and Politics.
While women will fill a record number of state legislative seats in 2025, the overall uptick will be slight, filling just over third of legislative seats. Races in some states are still being called. 
"We certainly would like to see a faster rate of change and more significant increases in each election cycle to get us to a place where parity in state legislatures is less novel and more normal," said Kelly Dittmar, director of research at the CAWP, which is a unit of the Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers University. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
As of Wednesday, at least 2,450 women will serve in state legislatures, representing 33.2% of the seats nationwide. The previous record was set in 2024 with 2,431 women, according to the CAWP. 

    


The number of Republican women, at least 851, will break the previous record of 815 state lawmakers set in 2024. 
"But still, Republican women are very underrepresented compared to Democratic women," Debbie Walsh, director of the CAWP, said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
States that gained women in legislatures 
By the most recent count, 19 states will have increased the number of women in their state legislatures, according to the CAWP. The most notable increases were in New Mexico and Colorado where women will for the first time make up a majority of lawmakers. 
In New Mexico, voters sent an 11 additional women to the chambers. Colorado had previously attained gender parity in 2023 and is set to tip over to a slight female majority in the upcoming year. 
The states follow Nevada, which was the first in the country to see a female majority in the legislature following elections in 2018. Next year, women will make up almost 62% of state lawmakers in Nevada, far exceeding parity. 
Women in California's Senate will make up the chamber's majority for the first time in 2025 as well. Women also made notable gains in South Dakota, increasing its total number by at least nine. 

    


States that lost women in legislatures
At least thirteen states emerged from the election with fewer female lawmakers than before, with the most significant loss occurring in South Carolina. 
Earlier this year, the only three Republican women in the South Carolina Senate lost their primaries after they stopped a total abortion ban from passing. Next year, only two women, who are Democrats, will be in the 46-member Senate. 
No other state in the country will have fewer women in its upper chamber, according to the CAWP. Women make up 55% of the state's registered voters.
Half the members in the GOP dominated state were elected in 2012 or before, so it will likely be the 2040s before any Republican woman elected in the future can rise to leadership or a committee chairmanship in the chamber, which doles out leadership positions based on seniority.
A net loss of five women in the legislature means they will make up only about 13% of South Carolina's lawmakers, making the state the second lowest in the country for female representation. Only West Virginia has a smaller proportion of women in the legislature. 
West Virginia stands to lose one more women from its legislative ranks, furthering its representation problem in the legislature where women will make up just 11% of lawmakers. 

    


Why it matters
Many women, lawmakers and experts say that women's voices are needed in discussions on policy especially at a time when state government is at its most powerful in decades. 
Walsh, director of the CAWP, said the new changes expected from the Trump administration will turn even more policy and regulation to the states. The experiences and perspectives women offer will be increasingly needed, she said, especially on topics related to reproductive rights, healthcare, education and childcare. 
"The states may have to pick up where the federal government may, in fact, be walking away," Walsh said. "And so who serves in those institutions is more important now than ever."

    


___
This version corrects the number of women who are lawmakers and the number of Republican women who are lawmakers based on a correction from the CAWP.
___

The Associated Press' women in the workforce and state government coverage receives financial support from Pivotal Ventures. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Georgia Attorney General Chris Carr launches Republican bid in 2026 governor's race
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                    FILE - Georgia Attorney General Chris Carr speaks during a news conference to discuss the recent indictment of 61 defendants in Fulton County, Sept. 5, 2023, at the Georgia Department of Public Safety in Atlanta. (Natrice Miller/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, File)
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    Follow AP's coverage of the election and what happens next.


    


ATLANTA (AP) -- Georgia's Republican attorney general, Chris Carr, said Thursday that he's running for governor in 2026, becoming the first major candidate from either party to announce a bid.
Prominent Republicans and Democrats are eyeing the seat, which will be open in two years after term-limited Republican Gov. Brian Kemp leaves the office. Other potential Republican contenders include Lt. Gov. Burt Jones and Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger.
Carr is portraying himself as the best candidate to continue steady Republican leadership in the mold of the late U.S. Sen. Johnny Isakson, former Gov. Nathan Deal and Kemp.
"I've seen what it takes to be successful," Carr told The Associated Press in a phone interview. "And I want to run as the proven conservative who will create jobs for hardworking Georgians, keep our families and neighborhoods safe and vigorously defend our Constitution and freedoms."

    


Carr has aligned closely with Kemp but could face opposition from President-elect Donald Trump and his supporters in a primary election. Jones has been close to Trump and would likely angle for his endorsement. By contrast, Trump endorsed primary opponents who ultimately lost to both Carr and Raffensperger in 2022, fueled by his displeasure that neither Carr nor Raffensperger backed Trump's attempts to overturn his 2020 presidential election loss in Georgia. 




Carr said he was confident that he could win on issues and appeal to enough voters to win a Republican primary, despite his past differences with Trump. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This race isn't going to be about how loud somebody yells or screams, it's going to be about a conservative record," he said. "And I'm the one that has that."
It's exceptionally early to announce a 2026 political bid. Customarily, statewide candidates in Georgia would announce sometime after 2025's legislative session. But Carr let it be known more than a year ago that he was lining up donors for a run. That's in part because Jones and Raffensperger are much more wealthy than Carr. 

    


Carr filed papers with the Georgia Ethics Commission Thursday creating a campaign committee to raise money for the governor's race. Announcing now could help Carr lock down donors, especially because he won't be able to raise money for his state campaign account during the three-month legislative session that convenes on Jan. 13.
The attorney general's office in Georgia traditionally has been preoccupied with defending civil lawsuits brought against the state and could only aid in a prosecution if a local district attorney requested help. But Republican lawmakers have given Carr increasing powers to directly prosecute criminals. 
In 2019, lawmakers gave Carr the authority to create a human trafficking prosecution unit. Carr's office says the unit has convicted 50 people, participated in 325 investigations and assisted more than 200 victims. 
In 2022, lawmakers directed Carr to create a statewide gang prosecution unit that now has offices in Atlanta, Albany, Augusta, Columbus, Macon and southeast Georgia. That unit has secured more than 40 convictions and indictments against more than 140 people.

    


"Nobody's going to come here and locate a business or a job if they don't feel safe," Carr said, calling his office's expansion of prosecutions "very successful."
After working as a lawyer and the vice president of the conservative Georgia Public Policy Foundation, Carr got his entry into politics when he joined U.S. Sen. Johnny Isakson's staff in 2004 and became Isakson's chief of staff in 2007. 
Gov. Nathan Deal picked Carr to become Commissioner of Economic Development in 2013 after another old Isakson hand, Chris Cummiskey, left to work for the Southern Co., the Atlanta-based utility giant. Deal put a major emphasis on economic development as Georgia tried to dig out from the wreckage of the Great Recession, and Carr helped facilitate projects worth more than $14 billion in investment that helped create more than 83,000 jobs. 
Deal promoted Carr to attorney general in 2016 after Sam Olens resigned to become president of Kennesaw State University. Carr hadn't earned a living practicing law for years and had never personally tried a case. But he wasn't challenged in the Republican primary in 2018 and narrowly beat Democrat Charlie Bailey in the general election. 

    


In 2022, Carr demolished right-wing primary challenger John Gordon despite Gordon getting Trump's endorsement and then beat Democrat Jen Jordan in the narrowest victory of any Republican on the statewide ballot that year.
Georgia's attorney general doesn't face term limits, meaning Carr could have chosen to run for reelection in 2026.

Republicans have won six straight governor's races in Georgia since Sonny Perdue became the first Republican to be elected in modern times in 2002. Democrats had hoped to break that streak under Stacey Abrams in 2022 after she narrowly lost to Kemp in 2018, but Kemp defeated her by a comfortable margin in their rematch.
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Georgia's Brian Kemp picked to lead Republican Governors Association
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                    FILE - Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp delivers the State of the State speech, Jan. 11, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp will lead the Republican Governors Association for the next year, the group announced Wednesday, just weeks after the party secured governorships in eight out of 11 state races up for grabs in the election earlier this month.
The Governors Association helps elect Republicans across the country and Kemp is expected to use the post to spread his traditional brand of conservatism nationwide.
Kemp currently serves as vice chair of the organization, so his move to the top was expected. He succeeds Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee as Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte moves into the vice chair position. 
"Republican governors are making commonsense, conservative policies a reality, putting families and children first, and making our states the best places to run a business and raise a family," Kemp said in a statement.

    


He and President-elect Donald Trump have apparently mended a rocky relationship over Kemp refusing to aid Trump in his attempts to reverse Georgia's 2020 election results based on false allegations of voter fraud. The president-elect most recently railed against Kemp a 10-minute rally segment in August. 




But the tone switched from ire to praise weeks later after Kemp pledged on Fox News to help elect Trump. 
"I look forward to working with my fellow Republican governors and President Trump to keep getting the job done for the American people and to add even more Republican governors to our ranks," Kemp added in his Wednesday statement.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
As Republicans across the country gear up to run for offices in 2025 and 2026, Kemp is expected to make his way through the states to help, while at the same time boosting his own national profile as his final gubernatorial term comes to a close. 
Kemp could run against Democratic U.S. Sen. Jon Ossoff of Georgia in 2026, but some speculate that the governor may launch a presidential campaign instead. Leading the Republican Governors Association will help Kemp maintain the national contacts he needs to raise money and win support for either of those races.

    


The association assisted Kemp's campaign against Democrat Stacey Abrams in 2018 and in a 2022 primary against Trump-endorsed David Perdue.
Kemp used his own well-funded political organization to turn out Georgia Republicans in November, an effort that helped Trump and local Republican candidates pick up large swaths of votes across the state.
___

Kramon is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. Follow Kramon on X: @charlottekramon
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M. Jodi Rell, who became Connecticut governor after her predecessor resigned, dies at 78
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            FILE - Connecticut Gov. M. Jodi Rell pauses during an interview in her office at the Capitol in Hartford, Conn., Aug. 21, 2009. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill, File)
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            FILE - Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell responds to a question during an interview in her office at the State Capitol in Hartford, Conn., Dec. 19, 2006. (AP Photo/Fred Beckham, File)
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            FILE - Connecticut Lt. Gov. M. Jodi Rell, speaks to the media after heading up a Bond Commission meeting in Hartford, Conn., June 25, 2004. (AP Photo/Steve Miller, File)
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            FILE - M. Jodi Rell is sworn in as Governor of Connecticut by state Supreme Court Chief Justice William J. Sullivan as her daughter, Meredith O'Connor, center, looks on in a ceremony on the steps of the state Capitol in Hartford, Conn., July 1, 2004. (AP Photo/Bob Child/Pool, File)
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            FILE - Connecticut Gov. M. Jodi Rell hugs Maj. Kevin McMahon, of Old Lyme, Conn., after he and other members of the 118th Medical Battalion of the Connecticut National Guard arrived home in Newington, Conn., Feb. 10, 2005. (AP Photo/Bob Child, File)
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            FILE - Connecticut Gov. M. Jodi Relland Natasha Phaneuf wait for Gov. Rell to sign into law a bill establishing a stem cell research fund and banning human cloning at the University of Connecticut Health Center in Farmington, Conn., June 15, 2005. (AP Photo/Bob Child, File)
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            FILE - Gov. M. Jodi Rell, right, enjoys a laugh as she sits in the driver's seat of a new Homeland Security Vehicle with Dept. of Enviromental Protection Commissioner Gina McCarthy, left, in Windsor Locks, Conn., June 20, 2005. (AP Photo/ Steven Lee Miller, File)
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            FILE - Connecticut Gov. M. Jodi Rell pauses during an interview in her office at the Capitol in Hartford, Conn., Aug. 21, 2009. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill, File)
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            FILE - Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell responds to a question during an interview in her office at the State Capitol in Hartford, Conn., Dec. 19, 2006. (AP Photo/Fred Beckham, File)
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            FILE - Connecticut Lt. Gov. M. Jodi Rell, speaks to the media after heading up a Bond Commission meeting in Hartford, Conn., June 25, 2004. (AP Photo/Steve Miller, File)
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            FILE - M. Jodi Rell is sworn in as Governor of Connecticut by state Supreme Court Chief Justice William J. Sullivan as her daughter, Meredith O'Connor, center, looks on in a ceremony on the steps of the state Capitol in Hartford, Conn., July 1, 2004. (AP Photo/Bob Child/Pool, File)
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            FILE - Connecticut Gov. M. Jodi Rell hugs Maj. Kevin McMahon, of Old Lyme, Conn., after he and other members of the 118th Medical Battalion of the Connecticut National Guard arrived home in Newington, Conn., Feb. 10, 2005. (AP Photo/Bob Child, File)
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            FILE - Connecticut Gov. M. Jodi Relland Natasha Phaneuf wait for Gov. Rell to sign into law a bill establishing a stem cell research fund and banning human cloning at the University of Connecticut Health Center in Farmington, Conn., June 15, 2005. (AP Photo/Bob Child, File)
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            FILE - Gov. M. Jodi Rell, right, enjoys a laugh as she sits in the driver's seat of a new Homeland Security Vehicle with Dept. of Enviromental Protection Commissioner Gina McCarthy, left, in Windsor Locks, Conn., June 20, 2005. (AP Photo/ Steven Lee Miller, File)
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                                        Former Connecticut Gov. M. Jodi Rell, who took over the office to become the second female governor in state history after her predecessor resigned amid a corruption scandal, has died. She was 78.
Rell died Wednesday at a Florida hospital following a brief illness, her family said in a statement Thursday morning. 
Rell, a Republican who was born in Virginia and moved to Brookfield, Connecticut in 1969, served from 2004 until 2011. Known for her candor and compassion -- she would personally call people whenever they were facing difficult times -- Rell was lieutenant governor and took on the governorship during a challenging period for the state. Gov. John G. Rowland was under federal investigation and faced impeachment. 
Rowland ultimately pleaded guilty to a single federal corruption count and served 10 months in prison. 
In an interview with The Associated Press in 2010, when she prepared to leave office, Rell pointed to her early efforts to "restore honor to the state of Connecticut" as one of her major accomplishments.

    


"Our state had been through so much. And what we really needed to do, what we needed at the time, was to move on, to once again make our residents proud of our state government," Rell said, adding how her administration worked to reform the state's campaign finance laws, impose standards for state contracts, and overhaul the state's ethics commission.




Rell was lauded Thursday by figures in both major parties, including her successor, Dannel P. Malloy, a Democrat. "She steadied the ship, and returned a sense of decency and honesty to state government at a time when both were sorely needed," he said in a statement.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Connecticut Republican Party Chairman Ben Proto, who worked with Rell on screening bills when he was a young attorney with the House Republican caucus and when she was a state representative, said Rell became governor "almost reluctantly and at a time of great turmoil" but managed to bring "a level of calm and focus" to the state Capitol and the state of Connecticut. 

    


"Governor Rell may have ascended to the office of Governor during a tumultuous time, but her calm demeanor, her knowledge of state government, her political acumen and her southern charm, won over many critics and helped put Connecticut back on track," Proto said in a statement. "Governor M. Jodi Rell was the exact right person to lead our state at that time."
Democratic Gov. Ned Lamont on Thursday ordered flags to be lowered in honor of Rell. He said Rell, a mother of two and a grandmother of four, represented the "very best of Connecticut values, expanding healthcare and childcare, and making Connecticut one of the first states in the country to recognize same-sex unions." In 2005, Rell signed legislation making Connecticut the first state to institute same-sex civil unions through its legislature and not a court order.
Lamont said he and Rell became good friends after he took office. They appeared on stage together last year at the Gov. M. Jodi Rell Center for Public Service at the University of Hartford to discuss the importance of bipartisanship. The center's mission is to promote ethics in government, the importance of civil discourse in politics and citizen involvement in public service and government.

    


"Her style of leadership was not fabricated or manipulated in any way. The Jodi Rell that the people of Connecticut saw in public was the Jodi Rell that she was in real life -- calm, rational, caring, approachable, and devoted to her family and to her state."
Rell served as lieutenant governor for 10 years and as a member of the state House for 10 years, representing Brookfield and Bethel. After finishing out Rowland's term, Rell won the 2006 election by a wide margin. She was the state's last GOP governor to date.
Five months after taking office, Rell had a mastectomy and reconstructive surgery after breast cancer was discovered following a routine mammogram. Nine days after her surgery, Rell returned to the Capitol and was greeted by loud cheers and a long standing ovation when she appeared to deliver her first State of the State address. Many of the lawmakers wore pink ribbons, signifying their support for breast cancer research. 

    


"You know I get embarrassed," a smiling Rell said, pleading with the crowd to stop the applause.
Known as a moderate Republican who advocated for bipartisanship, both during and after her time in office, Rell made a pointed reference to her illness during that speech when she called for an end to partisan politics. 

"I have been unexpectedly confronted with my own mortality as I was told that I had cancer," she said. "I am looking at things a little differently now, with different eyes. Eyes more focused on what is truly important, what is truly necessary." 
___
Associated Press Writer Dave Collins contributed to this report.
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House passes bill that would allow Treasury to target nonprofits it deems to support terrorism
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                    The U.S. Capitol, including the House of Representatives, left, are seen on Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. House passed legislation Thursday that would give the Treasury Department unilateral authority to strip the tax-exempt status of nonprofits it claims support terrorism, alarming civil liberties groups about how a second Trump presidency could invoke it to punish political opponents.
The bill passed 219-184, with the majority of the support coming from Republicans who accused Democrats of reversing course in their support for the "common sense" proposal only after Donald Trump was elected to a second term earlier this month. 
Speaking on the House floor ahead of the vote, Rep. Jason Smith, GOP chair of the House Ways and Means Committee, said his colleagues across the aisle would still be supporting the bill if Vice President Kamala Harris won the presidential United States. And we, as members of Congress, have the duty to make sure that taxpayers are not subsidizing terrorism," the Missouri lawmaker said. "It's very, very simple."

    


But the proposal has drawn concern from a range of nonprofits who say it could be used to target organizations, including news outlets, universities, and civil society groups, that a future presidential administration disagrees with. They say it does not offer groups enough due process. 




"This bill is an authoritarian play by Republicans to expand the sweeping powers of the executive branch, to go after political enemies and stifle political dissent," Rep. Pramila Jayapal, the chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, said on the House floor ahead of the vote. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Critics also see it as redundant as it is already against U.S. law to support designated terrorist groups. The proposal, which now goes to the Democratic-controlled Senate where its fate is uncertain, would also postpone tax filing deadlines for Americans held hostage or unlawfully detained abroad.
The bill would create a new category of "terrorist supporting organizations," according to an analysis by the Congressional Research Service of a previous version of the legislation. This category is defined as any organization the Treasury Secretary designates as having provided material support to a terrorist organization in the past three years. 

    


"We think this legislation is an overreach," said Jenn Holcomb, vice president of government affairs at the Council on Foundations. "It would allow the Secretary of the Treasury to designate a 501c nonprofit as a terrorist organization at their discretion. And our concern is it doesn't have enough in there to really ensure that a nonprofit understands the reasoning that a secretary designated as such."
The bill would give a nonprofit designated as a "terror-supporting" 90 days to appeal that designation. Nonprofits like the American Civil Liberties Union have said that the bill does not require that the Secretary of Treasury disclose all the evidence that was used to make the designation.
The bill text outlines how the Treasury must send "a description of such material support or resources to the extent consistent with national security and law enforcement interests." 

    


In a joint statement with the Independent Sector, National Council of Nonprofits, and United Philanthropy Forum, the Council on Foundations also said the bill would shift the burden of proof to the nonprofit, and even if an organization was eventually cleared, the nonprofit would "risk irreparable damage to their operations and reputation."
If it were to become law, the bill could apply to a range of nonprofits, including membership organizations, unions and private foundations. 
A version of the bill was first introduced after the Oct. 7, 2023 Hamas attack on Israel and the House passed a previous version of the bill in April, including with the support of some Democrats. 
The bill was also brought up for a vote last week but failed to garner a two-thirds majority required under the suspension of the rules. 
Democrat Rep. Rashida Tlaib, the only Palestinian-American representative in Congress, said Thursday before the vote it would be her third time voting against the bill. 
"I don't care who the president of the United States is," she said. "This is a dangerous and unconstitutional bill that would allow unchecked power to target nonprofit organizations as political enemies and shut them down without due process."

    


___
Thalia Beaty reported from New York. ___

Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and non-profits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.
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Ex-UK Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott is hailed as a working-class hero after his death at 86
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            FILE -Britain's Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott as he speaks to delegates at the Labour Party annual conference in Brighton, England, Sept. 26, 2004. (AP Photo/Richard Lewis, File)
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            FILE -Britain's Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott during his closing speech, at the Labour Party annual Conference in Brighton, England, Sept. 30, 2004. (AP Photo/Richard Lewis), File)
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            FILE -Former Deputy leader of the Britain's Labour Party, John Prescott, holds up his Labour Party membership card as he gives a speech at a campaign rally for Andy Burnham, the Labour party leadership hopeful, at the St Pancras Parish Church in London, Aug. 24, 2015. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)
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            FILE -Britain's Prime Minister Tony Blair, left, turns towards the media with his Deputy John Prescott, on the pier at Gravesend in Kent, England during a visit to promote urban regeneration,March 31, 2005. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, Pool, File)
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            FILE -Britain's deputy prime minister John Prescott, covered in egg and ruffed up, being separated from his attacker, in the North Wales seaside resort of Rhyl where he was to address a Labour Party rally, May, 16, 2001.(David Kendall/PA via AP, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British politician John Prescott, a pugnacious and personable former merchant seaman who rose to the post of deputy prime minister in Tony Blair's Labour government, has died at age 86.
Prescott's family announced his death on Thursday. They said the politician, who had been suffering from Alzheimer's disease, died in a care home on Wednesday "surrounded by the love of his family and the jazz music of Marian Montgomery."
The family said Prescott had "spent his life trying to improve the lives of others, fighting for social justice and protecting the environment."
For a decade, Prescott brought grit, humor and working-class authenticity to the government of the young, polished Blair, who became prime minister in 1997.
"He was one of the most talented people I ever encountered in politics, one of the most committed and loyal, and definitely the most unusual," Blair said.

    


King Charles III said he was saddened to hear of Prescott's death.
"I remember with great fondness his unique and indomitable character, as well as his infectious sense of humor," the king said.
An amateur boxer in his youth, Prescott had a defining moment when he punched a man who threw an egg at him during the 2001 general election.




The uproar briefly looked like it might harm the Labour Party, and Prescott's career. But Blair's response -- "John is John" -- cemented his folksy status.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Many of us, all across the country, and the public, were very much on his side during that altercation," said opposition Conservative Party leader Kemi Badenoch. She called Prescott a "titan of British politics" and "one of this country's greatest examples of social mobility."
Born in north Wales in 1938, Prescott left school at the age of 15 and worked as a cruise ship steward before entering politics through the trade union movement -- a once-common route that became less frequent after Blair rebranded the left-leaning party "New Labour" and shifted its politics toward the center,

    


Prescott was a proud working-class figure in a country that still has few from that background at the top of politics. He unapologetically liked the finer things in life and was nicknamed "Two Jags" by the press because he had two Jaguar luxury cars.
The egg-thrower punching incident earned him another nickname: "Two Jabs."
Prescott served as Blair's deputy between 1997 and 2007. One of his proudest achievements was working with then-U.S. Vice President Al Gore on the landmark Kyoto Protocol climate change agreement in 1997.
Gore said he had "never worked with anyone in politics -- on my side of the pond or his -- quite like John Prescott."
"He fought like hell to negotiate the Kyoto Protocol and was an unwavering champion of climate action for decades to come. I'm forever grateful to John for that commitment to solving the climate crisis and will miss him as a dear friend," Gore said in a statement.
Prescott helped ease the sometimes tense relationship between Blair and his Treasury chief, Gordon Brown, and acted as a bridge between the party's traditionalists and Blair's modernizing faction. Brown said he was key to keeping the party united after Blair's controversial decision to join the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 2003.

    


Former Cabinet minister Peter Mandelson, a Blair ally, said Prescott was "the cement that kept New Labour together."
Prescott represented his home city of Hull in northern England for four decades. After Labour lost power in 2010 he was made a member of Parliament's unelected upper chamber, the House of Lords.
Brown, who succeeded Blair as prime minister, described Prescott as a true working-class hero.

"He wanted the good things in life for everyone and not just himself," Brown said. "And he showed that Britain can be a country where if you work hard you can fill your potential."
He is survived by his wife Pauline and sons Johnathan and David.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/uk-labour-john-prescott-dies-f21a518359c106fbd86df1cc2d8a3084



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Mexico acknowledges Canada's concerns about a Chinese auto plant, but says none exists
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                    Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, left, and Mexico's President Claudia Sheinbaum talk during the G20 Summit leaders meeting in Rio de Janeiro, Monday, Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Mexico's president acknowledged Thursday that Canada is concerned about reports of a Chinese company's plan to build an auto plant in Mexico, but she said it does not currently exist.
President Claudia Sheinbaum said she talked recently to Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and that he assured her he did not support excluding Mexico from the U.S.-Mexico-Canada trade agreement. On Wednesday, provincial leaders in Canada called on Trudeau to negotiate a bilateral trade deal with the United States that would exclude Mexico.
"The prime minister does not agree with taking Mexico out of the treaty, he told me so clearly," Sheinbaum said following the bilateral meeting the two leaders held during this week's G20 summit.
"He asked me about a Chinese company's auto plant, and if there was a plant in Mexico," she said, and responded that the company's only North American plant was in California.

    


That was an apparent reference to Chinese carmaker BYD, which had reportedly been planning to build a plant in Mexico but hasn't done so yet.
Politicians in the United States and Canada have expressed concerns that under the U.S.-Mexico-Canada trade agreement, Chinese companies could assemble autos in Mexico and ship them north, avoiding tariffs.




On Wednesday, Doug Ford, the premier of Canada's most populous province, chaired a phone call with all 13 provincial and territorial premiers and said they want Trudeau to do a straight bilateral trade deal with the U.S., Canada's top trading partner.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"There's a clear consensus that everyone agrees that we need a bilateral trade deal with the U.S. and a separate bilateral trade deal with Mexico," Ford told reporters in Toronto after the call with provincial leaders.
"We know Mexico is bringing in cheap Chinese parts, slapping made in Mexico stickers on, and shipping it up through the U.S. and Canada, causing American jobs to be lost and Canadian jobs. We want fair trade," he said.

    


Sheinbaum attributed that call to domestic political jockeying in Canada, saying "they use these issues as part of an electoral campaign."
There is a Chinese vehicle assembly plant in Mexico, operated by Giant Motors, which assembles JAC brand vehicles, largely from imported parts. But there is no evidence it exports any significant part of its production to the United States or Canada. 
On Tuesday, Canada's Deputy Prime Minister, Chrystia Freeland, said she shares U.S. concerns about Mexico serving as a back door for China to import cheaper goods into the North American market ahead of a review of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement in 2026.

Freeland said members of the outgoing administration of U.S. President Joe Biden and supporters and advisers of President-elect Trump have expressed "very grave" concerns to her about the issue and Canada shares them.
____
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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North Carolina official overseeing hurricane rebuilding efforts is no longer in role
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            FILE - Laura Hogshead, director of the North Carolina Office of Recovery and Resiliency, answers questions from lawmakers about delays in the state's hurricane recovery efforts during a hearing at the Legislative Building in Raleigh, N.C., Dec. 14, 2022. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum, File)
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            FILE - North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper greets people, Oct. 3, 2024, in Boone, N.C., in the aftermath of hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        North Carolina official overseeing hurricane rebuilding efforts is no longer in role

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - Laura Hogshead, director of the North Carolina Office of Recovery and Resiliency, answers questions from lawmakers about delays in the state's hurricane recovery efforts during a hearing at the Legislative Building in Raleigh, N.C., Dec. 14, 2022. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - Laura Hogshead, director of the North Carolina Office of Recovery and Resiliency, answers questions from lawmakers about delays in the state's hurricane recovery efforts during a hearing at the Legislative Building in Raleigh, N.C., Dec. 14, 2022. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE - North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper greets people, Oct. 3, 2024, in Boone, N.C., in the aftermath of hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper greets people, Oct. 3, 2024, in Boone, N.C., in the aftermath of hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MAKIYA SEMINERA

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- The top official for North Carolina's efforts to rebuild communities after natural disasters is no longer working in the position just a few days after a scathing rebuke of her work from GOP state lawmakers. 
Laura Hogshead, who served as the office's chief operating officer for the North Carolina Office of Recovery and Resiliency since 2018, was no longer employed within the state's Department of Public Safety as of Wednesday, according to Janet Kelly-Scholle, the office's public information officer. 
Her exit from the position comes after tensions flared at a joint legislative oversight committee hearing Monday while the office sought more state money for projects dealing with two hurricanes from several years ago. Weary of the office's ability to handle western North Carolina's recovery from Hurricane Helene, Republican legislators directed much of their ire toward Hogshead's leadership and called on her to resign. 

    


The governor's office did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Hogshead's departure. 
Taking Hogshead's place in the interim is Pryor Gibson, a legislative lobbyist for Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper and a former state representative. He was also questioned alongside Hogshead on Monday by state legislators on the office's budgetary problems. 




Cooper established the office, also known as ReBuild NC, as a way to improve infrastructure in eastern North Carolina after it was hit by Hurricane Matthew in 2016 and Hurricane Florence in 2018 -- the two storms the office has been plagued by criticism for. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
What was initially reported this fall as a $175 million shortfall for ongoing housing projects in the eastern part of the state grew to a request of more than $220 million at Monday's hearing. The money will go to the state's Homeowner Recovery Program, which offers to "repair, rebuild, replace or elevate homes" of applicants affected by Matthew and Florence, according to ReBuild NC's website.

    


During Monday's hearing, Hogshead admitted fault in some of the office's budget issues, such as keeping up with encumbrances -- commitments to pay for future services like contracted work. She told the panel she "should have been watching more carefully."
"We do have money that we can move within our model. What we're saying to you all is, we can move money but we have to break commitments," Hogshead said.
Republican Rep. Brenden Jones asked Hogshead during the hearing if she would resign from her role, but she refused. 
The General Assembly sent legislation to Cooper's desk on Wednesday that allocated another $50 million to the recovery office to address the Homeowner Recovery Program shortfall. That would bring to $80 million what the legislature has agreed to provide the program since last month.
But this week's measure also ordered the State Auditor's Office to conduct a financial and performance audit of the recovery office by July, and for state budget staff to perform ongoing financial monitoring. Rep. Destin Hall, who is the Republicans' choice to become the next House speaker early next year, told reporters this week to expect "wholesale reform" of the office after describing their work in eastern North Carolina as a "disgrace." 


    


The office needs at least $40 million monthly for the next three months to narrow its funding gap, Gibson told lawmakers on Monday. Without the necessary funds, the program may be forced to pause projects in eastern North Carolina, he said.
----
Gary D. Robertson in Raleigh, North Carolina, contributed to this report.
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            Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg snapped back at criticism from airline executives who say the Biden administration over-regulated them, pointing out that some of those airlines are making large profits despite new passenger-protection rules.
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            Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg appears before the Senate Appropriations Committee on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            FILE - Delta Air Lines CEO Ed Bastian talks at the new Terminal C at LaGuardia Airport on Oct. 29, 2019 in New York. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)
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                                        Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg snapped back Thursday at criticism from airline executives who say the Biden administration over-regulated them, pointing out that some of those airlines are making large profits despite new passenger-protection rules.
Buttigieg said the rules his department has imposed, including automatic cash refunds after flights are canceled, enjoy broad public support and "will stand the test of time."
The comments came after the CEOs of Delta Air Lines and Southwest Airlines said they hoped the government will be more pro-business when President-elect Donald Trump returns to office. Delta CEO Ed Bastian said the Trump administration will be "a breath of fresh air" for his industry.
"I know that some airline CEOs have expressed hopes that the next administration will be less passenger-friendly and more corporate-friendly than this administration," Buttigieg responded during a news conference to discuss Thanksgiving travel. "The passenger protections that we have put in place deservedly enjoy broad public, bipartisan support. I just don't run into a lot of people who are against the idea that you ought to get an automatic refund without any hassle, for example."

    


Buttigieg argued that strong passenger protections are good for the airline business.




"Some of these companies have been showing very healthy profits even at this new and higher level of consumer protection, demonstrating to me that these things can travel together," he said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It appeared to be a reference to Delta, the most profitable U.S. airline in recent years. Delta earned $2.6 billion in the first nine months of this year and $4.6 billion last year.
The airline industry has opposed many consumer-protections written by the Biden administration, even suing the Transportation Department to kill a rule requiring greater transparency over fees that airlines charge their passengers. Airlines also oppose a current department inquiry into their frequent-flyer programs. 

    


Bastian, the Delta CEO, said he expected the Transportation Department under Trump to "take a fresh look at the regulatory environment, the bureaucracy that exists in government, the level of overreach that we have seen over the last four years within our industry."
Southwest Airlines CEO Robert Jordan said last week, "We are hopeful for a DOT (Department of Transportation) that is maybe a little less aggressive in terms of regulating or rule-making."

Buttigieg noted that his department extracted a $140 million settlement from Southwest over widespread flight cancellations in December 2022 and is conducting a similar investigation into Delta, which canceled about 7,000 flights after a technology outage in July. He suggested airline CEOs should spend more time thinking about passengers and less about their regulator. 
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            FILE - Local organizer Maria Calamity instructs a resident on how to properly fill out a pledge card promising to vote in the upcoming presidential election on the Navajo Nation in Ganado, Ariz., Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd, File)
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            FILE - Terry and Linda Gore leave the Dayton church on the Flathead Indian Reservation after voting, Nov. 8, 2022, in Arlee, Mont. (AP Photo/Tommy Martino, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            Storm clouds form on Highway 264, on the Navajo Nation, on the outskirts of Tuba City, Ariz., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. Soaring unemployment and poverty has pushed young Navajos to leave their sacred lands in search of jobs. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            A Navajo horsewoman carries a U.S. flag as she waits for the start of the Western Navajo Fair opening ceremony in Tuba City, Ariz., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. Native people were first recognized as U.S. citizens 100 years ago, but Arizona prevented them from exercising their right to vote until 1948. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            Ceremonial dancers wait to perform at a "Get out the vote" or GOTV event in a push for Native Americans to vote in the upcoming presidential election, on Navajo Nation in Fort Defiance, Ariz., Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. In the lead up to U.S. elections in November, Democrats and Republicans have flocked the furthest reaches of 22 Native American reservations in Arizona in a bid to court their votes. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            Storm clouds form on Highway 264, on the Navajo Nation, on the outskirts of Tuba City, Ariz., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. Soaring unemployment and poverty has pushed young Navajos to leave their sacred lands in search of jobs. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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                                        OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. (AP) -- A new study has found that systemic barriers to voting on tribal lands contribute to substantial disparities in Native American turnout, particularly for presidential elections. 
The study, released Tuesday by the Brennan Center for Justice, looked at 21 states with federally recognized tribal lands that have a population of at least 5,000 and where more than 20% of residents identify as American Indian or Alaska Native. Researchers found that between 2012 and 2022, voter participation in federal elections was 7 percentage points lower in midterms and 15 percentage points lower in presidential elections than among those living off tribal lands in the same states.
Earlier studies show voter turnout for communities of color is higher in areas where their ethnic group is the majority, but the latest research found that turnout was the lowest on tribal lands that have a high concentration of Native Americans, the Brennan Center said. 

    


"There's something more intensely happening in Native American communities on tribal land," said Chelsea Jones, a researcher on the study. 




Jones said the study suggests some barriers may be insurmountable in predominately Native communities due to a lack of adequate polling places or access to early and mail-in ballots. Many residents on tribal lands have nontraditional addresses, meaning they don't have street names or house numbers, making mail-in voting even more difficult. As a result, many Native American voters rely on P.O. boxes, but the study notes that several jurisdictions will not mail ballots to P.O. boxes. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Long distances to the polls that do exist on tribal lands and little to no public transportation creates additional hurdles for Native American voters. 
"When you think about people who live on tribal lands having to go 30, 60, 100 miles (up to 160 kilometers) to cast a ballot, that is an extremely limiting predicament to be in," Jones said. "These are really, truly severe barriers."

    


Additionally, Jones said they found Native American voters were denied the ability to vote using their tribal IDs in several places, including in states where that is legally allowed. All of these roadblocks to the ballot can create a sense of distrust in the system, which could contribute to lower turnout, Jones said. 
The Brennan Center study also highlights on ongoing issue when it comes to understanding how or why Native Americans vote: a lack of good data. 
"There are immense data inequities when it comes to studying Native American communities, especially as it pertains to politics," Jones said.
Native American communities are often overlooked when it comes to polling data and sometimes when they are included those studies do not reflect broader trends for Indigenous voters, said Stephanie Fryberg, the director of the Research for Indigenous Social Action & Equity Center, which studies systemic inequalities faced by Indigenous people. 
"Generally speaking, polling is not well positioned to do a good job for Indian Country," said Fryberg, who is also a professor of psychology at Northwestern University. "There are ideas that are held up as the gold standard about how polling works that don't work for Indian Country because of where we live, because of how difficult it is to connect to people in our community."

    


Fryberg, a member of the Tulalip Tribe in Washington State, was one of several Indigenous researchers who denounced a recent exit poll conducted by Edison Research that found 65% of Native American voters who participated said they voted for Donald Trump. The poll only surveyed 229 self-identified Native Americans, a sample size that she said is too small for an accurate reading, and none of the jurisdictions in the poll were on tribal lands. 
"Right there, you're already eliminating a powerful perspective," Fryberg said.
The Indigenous Journalists Association labelled that polling data as "highly misleading and irresponsible," saying it has led "to widespread misinformation."
In a statement to the Associated Press, Edison Research acknowledged that the polling size is small, but said the "goal of the survey is to represent the national electorate and to have enough data to also examine large demographic and geographic subgroups." The survey has a potential sampling margin of error of plus or minus 9%, according to the statement. 

    


"Based on all of these factors, this data point from our survey should not be taken as a definitive word on the American Indian vote," the statement reads. 
Native Americans are not just part of an ethnic group, they also have political identities that come with being citizens of sovereign nations. Fryberg said allowing those surveyed to self-identify as Native Americans, without follow-up questions about tribal membership and specific Indigenous populations, means that data cannot accurately capture voting trends for those communities.

    


Both Fryberg and Jones said that in order to create better data on and opportunities for Native Americans to vote, researchers and lawmakers would have to meet the specific needs of Indigenous communities. Jones said passage of the Native American Voting Rights Act, a bill that has stalled in Congress, would ensure equitable in-person voting options in every precinct on tribal lands.

"This is not an issue that we see across the country," Jones said. "It's very specific to tribal lands. So we need provisions that address that uniquely."
___
Graham Lee Brewer is an Oklahoma City-based member of the AP's Race and Ethnicity team.
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            FILE - The Treasury Building is viewed in Washington, May 4, 2021. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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            Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen, left, speaks with France's Finance Minister Antoine Armand, not pictured, in a bilateral meeting during the World Bank/IMF Annual Meetings in Washington, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        The biggest remaining unsanctioned Russian bank hit with U.S. sanctions, nearly three years into war

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - The Treasury Building is viewed in Washington, May 4, 2021. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - The Treasury Building is viewed in Washington, May 4, 2021. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen, left, speaks with France's Finance Minister Antoine Armand, not pictured, in a bilateral meeting during the World Bank/IMF Annual Meetings in Washington, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen, left, speaks with France's Finance Minister Antoine Armand, not pictured, in a bilateral meeting during the World Bank/IMF Annual Meetings in Washington, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            FATIMA HUSSEIN and DAVE McHUGH

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Russia's third largest bank, Gazprombank and its six foreign subsidiaries were hit with U.S. sanctions on Thursday -- in a move intended to curtail Russia's ability to evade the thousands of sanctions imposed on the nation since the start of Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said the sanctions targeting Russia's largest remaining non-sanctioned bank would further diminish Russia's military effort and "will make it harder for the Kremlin to evade U.S. sanctions and fund and equip its military."
In addition, more than 50 internationally connected Russian banks, 40 Russian securities registrars, and 15 Russian finance officials were hit with sanctions. 
The move comes after President Joe Biden this weekend authorized Ukraine to use U.S.-supplied missiles to strike deeper inside Russia, easing limitations on the longer range weapons as Russia deploys thousands of North Korean troops to reinforce its war.

    


In addition, on Wednesday the Pentagon announced that it will send Ukraine at least $275 million in new weapons, including an undisclosed number of antipersonnel land mines, as the Biden administration rushes to do as much as it can to help Kyiv fight back against Russia before President-elect Donald Trump takes office.




White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said the U.S. "remains committed to putting Ukraine in the strongest possible position, and we will continue to take all available steps to do so from surging security assistance to imposing and fully enforcing sanctions and other restrictions on Russia's war machine."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Among other things, the sanctions deny the people and firms access to any property or financial assets held in the U.S. and prevent U.S. companies and citizens from doing business with them.
Canada and the United Kingdom have previously sanctioned Gazprombank.

    


Treasury states that Gazprombank is a means for Russia to fund its military to continue its war effort against Ukraine, using the bank to pay soldiers and compensate families of Russian soldiers killed in the fighting. 
Gazprombank played a role in remaining Russian natural gas supplies to Europe by handling payments from foreign customers. 
Earlier rounds of sanctions spared Russian gas because Europe's economy was so dependent on it but Europe is now far less reliant on Russian gas, which is down to about 18% of imports. Russia cut off of most supplies in 2022, plunging the continent into an energy crisis. 

European governments and utilities have now lined up alternative supplies, much of it liquefied gas brought by ship from the U.S. and Qatar. Ukraine says it will halt flows of Russian gas through a pipeline across Ukraine to Europe - about 4% of Europe's gas imports - at the end of the year. Gazprom recently cut off shipments through that pipeline to Austria's OMV in a commercial dispute; OMV has said it has plenty of reserves and can find alternative supply elsewhere. The EU has set a nonbinding goal of ending all Russian gas imports by 2027.
___
McHugh reported from Frankfurt, Germany. 
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Mali's ruling military appoints new prime minister, a day after his predecessor was fired
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                    Mali Minister of State Abdoulaye Maiga speaks during a a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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                                        BAMAKO, Mali (AP) -- Mali's ruling junta on Thursday appointed a new prime minister from the ranks of the military generals, a day after firing his predecessor for criticizing the military regime.
The move effectively consolidates all power in the African country in the hands of military generals. Mali has been ruled by military leaders since the junta seized power in 2020 and staged another coup the following year.
Choguel Maiga, who was a civilian and who criticized the junta for postponing the presidential election scheduled for 2024, was removed on Wednesday, a move announced in a presidential decree issued by Gen. Assimi Goita, Mali's leader, and read on state television channel ORTM. 
Goita on Thursday appointed Gen. Abdoulaye Maiga as prime minister, according to an announcement on ORTM by Alfouseyni Diawara, secretary general of the Malian presidency. The two Maigas are not related.

    


Abdoulaye Maiga's appointment effectively means that all three branches of the government -- the Malian presidency, the National Transitional Council, which is the transition's legislative body, and the post of prime minister -- are now in the hands of military officers. 




Maiga, 43, previously served as minister of territorial administration, government spokesman and deputy prime minister.
"The choice of the new prime minister shows that the military is tightening its grip on power. General Maiga is especially seen close to transition President Goita, who wanted someone loyal as the country is preparing for possible elections next year," said Ulf Laessing, head of Sahel program at Konrad Adenauer foundation in Mali. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Chogoul provoked his sacking as he wants to present himself as possible elections candidate," Laessing added.
Maiga was not among the five officers behind the 2020 coup but quickly became part of the group running the country.
He is known for virulent rhetoric against France and MINUSMA, the former U.N. mission in Mali. During the U.N. General Assembly in September, he slammed Algerian diplomats for asserting that Malian civilians had been killed by the Malian army near the border between the two countries. 

Since coming to power in Mali, the military junta has severely restricted freedom of expression, arresting more than a dozen politicians and opinion leaders for criticizing the military regime. 
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Greece's left-wing Syriza loses its status as the main opposition party as infighting intensifies
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                    Stefanos Kasselakis, center, a political neophyte who led main opposition SYRIZA party for a year following a stinging election defeat in 2023, is cheered by supporters ahead of an announcement for a new political formation, in Athens, Greece, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Yorgos Karahalis)
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- Greece's left-wing Syriza party has lost its position as the country's main opposition group in parliament during an intensifying leadership battle.
Two members of parliament announced Thursday they were quitting the party, reducing Syriza's number of deputies to 29 -- fewer than the 31 seats held by the Panhellenic Socialist Movement, or Pasok.
"My decision to become an independent lawmaker is an act of self-respect and self-worth in my political journey so far," one of the deputies, Theodora Tzakri, said outside parliament after notifying the speaker of her decision.
"The actions and tactics of those who have proclaimed themselves the current owners and guardians of Syriza have already stripped the party of its role as the main opposition," she said.
Syriza led the government from 2015 to 2019 but has since suffered disappointing election results and defections to splinter groups. Former leader Stefanos Kasselakis formally quit the party earlier this month and is expected to announce a breakaway party in the coming days.

Pasok lost its status as a governing or main opposition party in 2015 during a wave of public anger over austerity measures imposed during Greece's financial crisis and international bailouts.
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Trump's against climate action. But some right-wing governments are all for it
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            Hungary Prime Minister Viktor Orban speaks during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Italy Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni speaks during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Attila Steiner, Hungarian presidency of the council of the EU, speaks during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Francesco Corvaro, Italy special envoy for climate change, speaks with The Associated Press during the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign town hall at the Greater Philadelphia Expo Center & Fairgrounds, Oct. 14, 2024, in Oaks, Pa., as moderator South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem listens. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            FILE - Attendees listen as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event at Alro Steel, Aug. 29, 2024, in Potterville, Mich. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            Hungary Prime Minister Viktor Orban speaks during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Italy Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni speaks during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            Attila Steiner, Hungarian presidency of the council of the EU, speaks during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Francesco Corvaro, Italy special envoy for climate change, speaks with The Associated Press during the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign town hall at the Greater Philadelphia Expo Center & Fairgrounds, Oct. 14, 2024, in Oaks, Pa., as moderator South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem listens. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            FILE - Attendees listen as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event at Alro Steel, Aug. 29, 2024, in Potterville, Mich. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                    FILE - Attendees listen as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event at Alro Steel, Aug. 29, 2024, in Potterville, Mich. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) -- They're political soulmates except when it comes to climate.
President-Elect Donald Trump praised Hungary's right-wing populist leader Viktor Orban as respected, smart and a "strong man" in his winning 2024 campaign. During Hungary's rotation at the top of a council of European Union leaders, Orban promised to "make Europe great again."
But on climate they don't see eye-to-eye. Trump has rejected the need for climate action, instead promising to drill for more planet-warming oil and gas. Meanwhile, Hungary has set a net-zero emissions goal. Other far-right governments, such as Italy and the Philippines, have said strong climate action is needed because it's a serious threat to their countries and the world. They also see it as an economic opportunity.
"We can balance ambition with pragmatism, establishing Europe as a global leader in climate action without compromising the prosperity of our industries and agriculture," Orban told attendees of ongoing United Nations climate negotiations.

    


European officials say they're just recognizing reality.
Hungary is pushing climate action "because we understand that that's the only way forward," said Veronika Bagi, who leads negotiations both for Hungary and for the EU. "You see from people, it's their priority. They are becoming more and more aware."




In contrast, Trump in his first term pulled out of the historic 2015 Paris agreement that calls for nations to limit warming and has discussed doing so again. And Project 2025, written by conservatives in Trump's orbit, calls for the even more drastic move of pulling out of a 1992 treaty -- negotiated by George H.W. Bush's administration and approved unanimously by the Senate -- that sets up the underlying environmental program behind climate negotiations.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The U.S. is now the world's largest oil producer, so the country has a financial interest in fossil fuels.

    


Trump isn't alone. Argentina's right-wing President Javier Milei recently pulled his team out of climate negotiations in Baku and has considered withdrawing from the Paris agreement.
That's a problem because limiting emissions requires international cooperation, said Dieter Plehwe, a climate politics expert at the Berlin Social Science Center.
"If country after country drops out, then of course Paris is dead," he said.
Look at oil and gas supplies, said former U.S. climate envoy Jonathan Pershing, now executive director of the environment program at the Hewlett Foundation (The Associated Press receives support for climate coverage from Hewlett). 
"The primary difference" between European right-wing parties and those in the Americas "is what your resource supply looks like," Pershing said, noting that Italy and Hungary have little oil or gas. "If I don't have the resources what do I care about? I care about energy security," which can come from climate-friendly renewables, he said.
There's also a philosophical difference between Europe and America that cuts across ideologies, Pershing said. In Europe even the right wing views "that government is part of national policy," he said, but in America "government is seen as an obstruction to individual freedoms."

    


Francesco Corvaro, Italy's special envoy for climate change, said young people care about reducing carbon emissions, setting expectations that the right-wing government will act. 
And then there are efforts to create mistrust of climate action.
The origins of American climate doubt developed decades ago and was driven by a partnership between oil and gas interests and anti-regulation think tanks, according to Bob Ward, policy and communications director with the Grantham Research Institute at the London School of Economics.
In 1988, NASA climate scientist Jim Hansen told Congress that carbon dioxide was warming the planet, raising public awareness of global warming for the first time. A coalition of pro-business groups cast doubt on that science -- a tactic that splintered public opinion. 
"It became an identity issue that denying the science of climate change was a statement of your identity. And equally, accepting the science of climate change was a statement of your identity as a Democrat," he said.

    


Industry efforts succeeded. In 2022 -- more than three decades after Hansen raised the alarm -- the Biden administration's Inflation Reduction Act was the first major piece of U.S. climate change legislation.
In the U.S. "you can spend as much as you want on campaigns. You can lobby openly. You can purchase influence, basically, if you are a huge industry," said Timmons Roberts, a politics of climate change expert at Brown University.
Mario Loyola, a senior research fellow with the Heritage Foundation focused on environmental policy and regulation, rejected blame aimed at the right.
"Even without the Heritage Foundations and the so-called right, when people realize what the costs of climate policies are, they reject them," he said, pointing as an example to large French protests over rising fuel prices in 2018.

    


A recent United Nations poll found a majority of people support strong climate action, but Loyola said when costly solutions are implemented they become unpopular and countries are likely to abandon them.
That anti-regulation influence hasn't achieved similar dominance across Europe, experts said. Atilla Steiner, state secretary for energy and climate policy in Hungary and a top negotiator for the EU, said he doesn't see a conflict between reducing emissions and conservatism, which he says values protecting a country's resources. 
"I think if you have a family - if you have children - then you care about their future," he said, adding that means you care about the climate and environment.
It's not that every right-wing party in Europe is a climate champion. There are far-right parties that oppose climate action, see it as unimportant, or reject the science. A right-wing party in the Netherlands, for example, campaigned on pulling out of the Paris agreement, though it backed away from that position after the election. 
But at this point, outright denial or disengagement rarely drives government decision-making, Ward said.
And Europe's elections are shorter, less costly -- and therefore less susceptible to money's influence -- than those in the U.S., where climate-friendly Republicans can be vulnerable to primary election challenges from more conservative party rivals. The fossil fuel industry and its executives poured millions into Trump's campaign, and spends heavily on supportive politicians throughout government.
Fossil fuel interests do have influence in Europe, but there's "certainly a difference in the strength of the opposition," according to Plehwe of the Berlin Social Science Center. He said the structure of the European Union helps by coordinating policy across borders and funding the transition away from fossil fuels. In Poland, for example, EU funding helped coal-dependent regions shift to renewable energy, retrain workers and clean up polluted land.
Right-wing climate action extends beyond Europe. Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., son of the country's former dictator, agreed to host leaders of a fund that would help places hit hardest by climate change.
The island nation is highly vulnerable to climate change and there's not the view that climate action stands in the way of economic success, according to Lidy Nacpil, a Filipino coordinator with the Asian Peoples' Movement on Debt and Development. 
"The basic position that we need to be free of fossil fuels eventually and rapidly as we need to cuts across parties," she said.
___

The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. This story was produced as part of the COP29 Cross-Border Energy Transition Reporting Fellowship, a program organized by Clean Energy Wire and the Stanley Center for Peace and Security.
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Southeast Asian defense chiefs discuss regional security with US, China and other partner nations
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            Laos' Defence Minister Chansamone Chanyalath, right, welcomes US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 8 | 
            Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani, left, gestures as Laos' Defence Minister Chansamone Chanyalath stands by during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun speaks during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Laos' Defence Minister Chansamone Chanyalath addresses the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun, left, shakes hand with his Indian counterpart Rajnath Singh as they arrive to attend the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin arrivesto attend the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 8 | 
            US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin drinks water during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun attends the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Southeast Asian defense chiefs discuss regional security with US, China and other partner nations

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 8 | 
            Laos' Defence Minister Chansamone Chanyalath, right, welcomes US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 8

                                    
                                    Laos' Defence Minister Chansamone Chanyalath, right, welcomes US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 8 | 
            Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani, left, gestures as Laos' Defence Minister Chansamone Chanyalath stands by during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 8

                                    
                                    Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani, left, gestures as Laos' Defence Minister Chansamone Chanyalath stands by during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 8 | 
            Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun speaks during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8

                                    
                                    Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun speaks during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 8 | 
            Laos' Defence Minister Chansamone Chanyalath addresses the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8

                                    
                                    Laos' Defence Minister Chansamone Chanyalath addresses the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun, left, shakes hand with his Indian counterpart Rajnath Singh as they arrive to attend the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8

                                    
                                    Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun, left, shakes hand with his Indian counterpart Rajnath Singh as they arrive to attend the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 8 | 
            US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin arrivesto attend the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8

                                    
                                    US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin arrivesto attend the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 8 | 
            US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin drinks water during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8

                                    
                                    US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin drinks water during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 8 | 
            Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun attends the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 8

                                    
                                    Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun attends the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JINTAMAS SAKSORNCHAI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        VIENTIANE, Laos (AP) -- Southeast Asian defense chiefs met Thursday with their counterparts from China, the United States and other nations in Laos for security talks, which come as Beijing's increasingly assertive stance in its claim to most of the South China Sea is leading to more confrontations.
The closed-door talks put U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin and Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun in the same room, a day after Dong refused a request to meet with Austin one-on-one on the sidelines of the ASEAN summit of defense ministers. 
The U.S. and China have been working to improve frayed military-to-military communications and Austin said he regretted Dong's decision, calling it "a setback for the whole region."
A Chinese statement indicated that Beijing was unhappy with U.S. actions related to Taiwan, the self-governing island that China claims. The U.S. recently approved $2 billion in arms sales to Taiwan, including an advanced surface-to-air missile defense system. 

    


"The U.S. side cannot undermine China's core interests on the Taiwan issue while conducting exchanges with the Chinese military as if nothing had happened," Defense Ministry spokesperson Wu Qian said in a statement posted online Thursday.




The ASEAN meetings come as member nations are looking warily toward the change in American administrations at a time of increasing maritime disputes with China. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The U.S. has firmly pushed a "free and open Indo-Pacific" policy under outgoing President Joe Biden and it is not yet clear how the incoming administration of President-elect Donald Trump will address the South China Sea situation.
Dong called for resolving issues through dialogue and not provoking disputes or introducing external forces, China's official Xinhua News Agency reported. 
Beijing believes that U.S. backing has emboldened the Philippines to act more assertively in its South China Sea disputes with China. 

    


Other nations attending the ASEAN meeting from outside Southeast Asia include Japan, South Korea, India, Russia, Australia and New Zealand. The meetings with the ASEAN dialogue partners were also expected address tensions in the Korean Peninsula, the Russia-Ukraine war, and wars in the Middle East.
Before heading to Laos, Austin concluded meetings in Australia with officials there and with Japan's defense minister. They pledged to support ASEAN and expressed their "serious concern about destabilizing actions in the East and South China Seas, including dangerous conduct by the People's Republic of China against Philippines and other coastal state vessels."
Along with the Philippines, ASEAN members Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei have competing claims with China in the South China Sea, which Beijing claims almost entirely as its own territory.
Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos are the other ASEAN members.
As China has grown more assertive in pushing its territorial claims in recent years, it and ASEAN have been negotiating a code of conduct to govern behavior in the sea, but progress has been slow.

    


Officials have agreed to try to complete the code by 2026, but talks have been hampered by thorny issues, including disagreements over whether the pact should be binding. 
Chinese and Philippine vessels have clashed repeatedly this year, and Vietnam in October charged that Chinese forces assaulted its fishermen in disputed areas in the South China Sea. China has also sent patrol vessels to areas that Indonesia and Malaysia claim as their exclusive economic zones.
Another thorny regional issue is the civil war and humanitarian crisis in ASEAN member Myanmar. The group's credibility has been severely tested by the war in Myanmar, where the army ousted an elected government in 2021, and fighting has continued with pro-democracy guerillas and ethnic rebels.
More than a year into an offensive initiated by three militias and joined by other resistance groups, observers estimate the military controls less than half the country.
Myanmar military rulers have been barred from ASEAN meetings since late 2021, but this year the country has been represented by high-level bureaucrats, including at the summit in October.

    


At the defense meetings, the country is represented by Zaw Naing Win, director of the Defense Ministry's International Affairs Department.

Meetings on Wednesday also discussed military cooperation, transnational haze, disinformation, border security and transnational crimes such as drugs, cyberscams and human trafficking, Thai Defense Ministry spokesperson Thanathip Sawangsang said.
___
Associated Press writer Ken Moritsugu in Beijing contributed to this report.
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- Former publisher Jimmy Lai denied that he asked a colleague to draft a list of potential sanction targets in his second day of testimony Thursday at his landmark national security trial in Hong Kong. 
The 77-year-old founder of the now-shuttered Apple Daily pro-democracy newspaper is being tried on charges of colluding with foreign forces to endanger national security and conspiring with others to issue seditious publications. He was arrested in 2020 in a political crackdown following massive anti-government protests in 2019. If convicted, he faces up to life in prison. 
The testimony highlighted WhatsApp conversations between Lai and Apple Daily's ex-associate publisher Chan Pui-man. She was one of six former Apple Daily executives who pleaded guilty to conspiring with Lai to call for sanctions or a blockade or to engage in other hostile activities against Hong Kong or China. 

    


Lai's lawyer Steven Kwan showed the messages in court after Chan earlier in the trial said that Lai had suggested the newspaper prepare a sanction list after then-President Donald Trump signed a directive seeking to punish those the U.S. government determines have helped to curtail Hong Kong's civil liberties. 




Lai said Thursday he did not write that message and had just copied and pasted the text he received from a person he suspected was connected with the White House. He said he did not read the full text thoroughly before forwarding it. He said the text "sounds so foreign to me."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Kwan said Lai sent the same message to several pro-democracy politicians, including Lee Wing-tat. Asked whether he intended to ask Lee to work up such a list, Lai answered "that would be ridiculous." 
After the security law was enacted in June 2020, the Trump administration imposed sanctions on Hong Kong officials, accusing them of cooperating with Beijing's effort to undermine autonomy and crack down on freedom in the city. 

    


Authorities have used the law to prosecute Lai and other leading activists. Under the threat of the law, dozens of civil society groups disbanded and some other activists were forced into self-exile. Apple Daily closed in 2021 following the arrests of some of its senior managers. 
Critics say the drastic political changes reflect the freedoms promised to be kept intact in the former British colony when it returned to Chinese rule in 1997 were shrinking. But Beijing and Hong Kong governments said the law restored the city's stability following the 2019 protests. 
The court also heard Lai had reminded his staff working on international news not to go against Trump in 2020 when they were hoping Trump would do something to stop the national security law. Lai said he did not interfere with the way those journalists worked until the law loomed. 

On Wednesday, asked how he thought Trump could help, Lai said "a call to China, a call to Xi Jinping, whatever," referring to the Chinese president. He said his newspaper would not be able to survive under the law but he never communicated with Trump. 
The trial will continue on Friday. 
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            FILE - Republican U.S. House candidate Nick Begich answers a question during a debate on live television with incumbent Democratic Rep. Mary Peltola at Alaska Public Media, Oct. 10, 2024, in Anchorage, Alaska. (Bill Roth/Anchorage Daily News via AP, File)
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            FILE - Democratic Rep. Mary Peltola listens to a question during a debate against Republican Nick Begich on live television at Alaska Public Media, Oct. 10, 2024, in Anchorage, Alaska. (Bill Roth/Anchorage Daily News via AP, File)
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                                        JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) -- Republican Nick Begich has won Alaska's U.S. House race, defeating Democratic Rep. Mary Peltola to claim the seat once held by his grandfather. 
Begich was among the opponents Peltola defeated during her special and regular election wins in 2022, following the death of Republican Rep. Don Young. Young had held the seat for 49 years. Peltola, who is Yup'ik, was the first Alaska Native in Congress. 
Republicans, seeking to maintain control of the House, eagerly sought to win back the seat. 
Wednesday marked the deadline for elections officials to receive ballots mailed from overseas for the Nov. 5 election, and it was also when ranked choice vote tabulations were done. State officials were targeting Nov. 30 to certify the general election.
Begich, in a statement on social media, said Alaska has great potential, "but much work remains for Alaskans to fully realize that potential. I am committed to fighting for our jobs and economy, protecting our unique way of life, and ensuring that our voices are heard loud and clear in Washington." 

    


He also thanked Peltola "for her service to the state and nation in what is an exceptionally challenging role during an exceptionally challenging moment in our national history."




Peltola said working for Alaskans as part of the state's three-person congressional delegation had been "the honor of my life."

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


"Nick, I'm rooting for you," she said. "Please don't forget when D.C. people keep telling you that you are one of three, you are actually one of more than 700,000 Alaskans who are ready to fight for our state, myself included."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Begich comes from a line of Democratic politicians: his grandfather, the late Rep. Nick Begich, held the House seat before Young. One of his uncles, Mark, was a U.S. senator, and another, Tom, was a state senator. Begich has said he is a lifelong Republican.

    


Begich went all-in in the lead-up to the August primary, saying he would drop out of the race if he finished behind another Republican. He said he saw that as a way to drive interest in the open primary, in which the top four vote-getters, regardless of party, advance to the ranked choice vote general election. To some, the primary had almost an anticlimactic feeling. 
Peltola, Begich and Republican Lt. Gov. Nancy Dahlstrom were the most prominent candidates among the 12 competing in the primary. Dahlstrom boasted support from now-President-elect Donald Trump and House leaders. Dahlstrom, who finished third in the primary, behind Peltola and Begich, faced pressure from Republicans to consolidate behind Begich, and dropped out of the race, as did the Republican who finished a distant fourth.
That allowed inclusion on the ballot of the fifth- and sixth-place finishers from the primary, Alaskan Independence Party candidate John Wayne Howe and Eric Hafner, a Democrat with no apparent ties to Alaska who is serving a 20-year prison sentence for threatening authorities and others in New Jersey. The Alaska Democratic Party unsuccessfully sued to disqualify Hafner.

    


Trump, who had blamed Begich for Republicans losing the seat in 2022 in races that also included 2008 Republican vice presidential nominee Sarah Palin, threw his support to Begich after Dahlstrom withdrew. During a tele-rally for Begich in October, Trump called Peltola's election a "fluke." 
"Nick Begich will be an incredible fighter in Congress and will work closely with me to deliver for the people of Alaska," Trump said.
Begich, the founder of a software development company, was vocal in his support of Trump and swiped at Peltola for refusing to endorse a candidate in the presidential race.
"Some candidates in this race don't want to tell Alaskans who they support for president, but Alaskans deserve transparency from their representative in Congress. We deserve to know whether they'll align with those with a pro-Alaska agenda or with those who want to lock our state down," he said in September.
Begich and Peltola shared common ground on some energy issues, but Begich sought to cast Peltola as ineffective in stopping actions taken by the Biden administration seen as limiting resource development.


    


On the same general election ballot, Trump carried the state, and voters were asked whether to repeal the open primary and ranked vote general election system they had approved just four years earlier. The system was used for the first time in 2022. 
Begich endorsed the repeal effort. That race remained uncalled Wednesday night pending certification and any potential recount requests.
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Senate rejects effort from Bernie Sanders to block some weapons for Israel over Gaza deaths
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                    CORRECTS SANDERS' PARTY AND STATE - Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., speaks before President Joe Biden arrives to deliver remarks on lowering the cost of prescription drugs, at NHTI Concord Community College, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, in Concord, N.H. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Senate on Wednesday rejected attempts by Sen. Bernie Sanders Wednesday to block sales of offensive weapons to Israel for its war in Gaza over mounting civilian deaths there.
The Vermont lawmaker and a small group of Democrats sought to put legislation up for a Senate vote that would block the sale of some tank and mortar rounds and smart-bomb kits to Israel. The first attempt to block the sales was rejected overwhelmingly, and two more efforts also went down to defeat. 
Sanders, in making the case for stopping the sales, said Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government "has not simply waged war against Hamas. It has waged an all-out war against the Palestinian people."
Known as joint resolutions of disapproval, the measures would have had to pass both houses of Congress and withstand any presidential veto to become binding. Congress has never succeeded in blocking any arms sales with the joint resolutions. But the vote served as a test of broader frustration among Democrats at the war and President Joe Biden's handling of relations with Israel. 

    


Lawmakers' move comes after a 30-day Biden administration deadline came and went earlier this month for Netanyahu to meet specific U.S. targets to improve its treatment of Palestinian civilians in Gaza trapped in the war. U.S. demands included that Israel lift a near-total ban on delivery of aid to hard-hit north Gaza for starving civilians there.




Leading global aid organizations say Israel -- which is heavily dependent on U.S. arms and military aid -- fell far short of meeting the U.S. demand to allow in an adequate number of aid trucks, and in some other ways worsened conditions for civilians. 

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


That includes Israeli lawmakers newly banning the main U.N. agency that provides aid to Palestinians. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
U.N. officials said as the end of the U.S. deadline neared that the entire population of north Gaza is now at imminent risk of dying from famine, airstrikes or other threats.

    


"We would expect that there be some consequences when things get even worse," Sen. Chris Van Hollen of Maryland said in the run-up to the vote on the measures. Fellow Democratic Sens. Jeff Merkley of Oregon and Peter Welch of Vermont also joined Sanders in the appeal.
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said on the Senate floor that he will "strongly oppose" the measures.
"Israel needs to protect itself not just today, but also tomorrow and next year and beyond," Schumer said. "It has been a cornerstone of American policy to give Israel the resources it needs to defend against its enemies. We should not stray from that policy today."
Sen. Ben Cardin, chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, read what he said was a message from the White House urging lawmakers to defeat the measures. 
The move to block arms to the U.S. ally came at a delicate time in Middle East cease-fire negotiations and would "put wind in the sails of Iran, Hezbollah and Hamas at the worst possible moment," Cardin quoted the White House as warning.
Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham also argued for defeat of the bills. "This signal will be seen by the enemies of Israel, and the enemies of peace, that if they just stick with it they will win," he said.

    


Centrist and progressive Democratic lawmakers and Sanders have made repeated runs during the more than 1-year-old war at convincing the White House and Congress to condition U.S. arms shipments to Israel on improved treatment of Palestinian civilians in the offensive. 
The Biden administration has increased its warnings and appeals to Netanyahu to do more to spare civilians in airstrikes and other attacks, and to allow more aid to reach Gaza. The Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas-led attacks that started the war killed about 1,200. 
The death toll of Gazans killed since then was nearing 44,000 on Wednesday. Health officials in Gaza do not distinguish between civilians and combatants in tracking deaths.
Other than pausing one planned shipment of 2,000-pound bombs, Biden -- at 82, a stalwart supporter of Israel since its modern founding -- has rejected calls to limit military support to Israel.

    


Sanders, on the Senate floor, said the continuing flow of U.S. arms to Israel for the war violated U.S. law and undermined U.S. standing in the world. 
Other governments will say to Americans, "'Don't give us advice, don't criticize us, when you have supported the mass starvation of children with your tax dollars," he said.
Republicans have stood firmly behind Netanyahu and will control both chambers of Congress next year as President-elect Donald Trump takes office. 
The U.S.'s roughly $18 billion in military support for Israel during the war was a politically divisive issue in the U.S. presidential campaign, with Republicans vowing to keep up undiminished backing for Israel.

Trump has vowed strong support for Israel and has called on Netanyahu to bring the Gaza war to a quick close. He has offered few specifics on his plans on that.
___
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            FILE - Ontario Premier Doug Ford attends a signing of a memorandum of understanding with Governor of Illinois J.B. Pritzker, at the US-Canada Summit in Toronto, Canada, June 11, 2024. (Chris Young /The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            Canada Prime Minister Justin Trudeau responds to a question from the opposition during Question Period in Ottawa, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    Canada Prime Minister Justin Trudeau responds to a question from the opposition during Question Period in Ottawa, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            ROB GILLIES

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        TORONTO (AP) -- The leader of Canada's most populous province said Wednesday that all of the country's provincial and territorial governments want Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's federal government to negotiate a bilateral trade deal with the United States that excludes Mexico. 
Ontario Premier Doug Ford chaired a phone call with all 13 provincial and territorial premiers and said they want Trudeau to do a straight bilateral trade deal with the U.S., Canada's top trading partner. 
The meeting and Ford's comments come as provincial and federal governments in Canada prepare for the uncertainty of another Donald Trump presidency. 
"There's a clear consensus that everyone agrees that we need a bilateral trade deal with the U.S. and a separate bilateral trade deal with Mexico," Ford told reporters in Toronto after the call with provincial leaders. 

    


"We know Mexico's is bringing in cheap Chinese parts, slapping made in Mexico stickers on, and shipping it up through the U.S. and Canada, causing American jobs to be lost and Canadian jobs. We want fair trade," he said.
Ford said they've asked for a meeting with Trudeau's government to discuss the issue. 




Asked about the issue at her morning press briefing. Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum said that Trudeau "does not agree with that" and that he wants to "maintain the treaty between the three countries and strengthen relations."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
She said that during the bilateral meeting they held during the G20 summit, Mexico proposed drafting a document with concrete data on how the treaty benefits each of the three countries because there is a misconception that it only benefits Mexico or Canada. 
But Trudeau's federal government did not rule out sidelining Mexico in future trade talks on Tuesday. Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland said she shares U.S. concerns about Mexico serving as a back door for China to import cheaper goods into the North American market as a review of the trade pact known as the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement looms.

    


Freeland said members of the outgoing administration of U.S. President Joe Biden and supporters and advisers of President-elect Trump have expressed "very grave" concerns to her about the issue and Canada shares them. 
Freeland chairs a special Cabinet committee on U.S-Canada relations that is designed to address concerns about another Trump presidency. Freeland has been meeting with provincial, business and labor leaders throughout Canada. 
Canada took a "Team Canada" approach to the previous trade talks with Trump. It crossed all party lines. 
Trudeau called Trump after his election win and the two discussed the trade deal Trump reached during his first term with Canada and Mexico, the USMCA, which replaced the North American Free Trade Agreement, or NAFTA.
Ottawa will soon have to focus on a scheduled review of the agreement in 2026. 
During the recent U.S. election campaign, Trump proposed tariffs of 10% to 20% on foreign goods -- and in some speeches has mentioned even higher percentages. Trump has not said whether his administration would exempt Canada. 

    


During Trump's first term, his move to renegotiate NAFTA and reports that he was considering a 25% tariff on the auto sector were considered an existential threat in Canada at the time.
Canada is one of the most trade-dependent countries in the world, and 75% of Canada's exports, which include automobiles, go to the U.S.
Ford said the leaders of provinces and territories will meet in Toronto in person in mid-December regarding their U.S. trade concerns. He also noted there is a U.S. governors meeting in February that he said they'd like to attend. 

Later Wednesday, Trump announced has chosen former Republican Rep. Pete Hoekstra of Michigan, who served as ambassador to the Netherlands during his first term, as his upcoming administration's ambassador to Canada.
"Pete will help me once again put AMERICA FIRST," the president-elect said in a statement. 
____
Associated Press Writer Maria Verza in Mexico City contributed to this report. 
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            Millions of people are voting in state elections in politically significant Maharashtra, India's western industrial hub, and the mineral-rich eastern province of Jharkhand on Wednesday, a test of the popularity of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Hindu nationalist party. (AP video shot by Rajanish Kakade)
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            Elderly Indian woman Shantibai Chitroda shows her ink marked finger after casting her vote during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Senior citizen Amol Prabhu shows index finger after casting his votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Chairman and managing director of Reliance Industries Mukesh Ambani and his son Anant Ambani show index finger after casting her votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Bollywood actor Salman Khan arrives to cast his vote in the Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Satyajit Desai)
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            Bollywood actor Ranbir Kapoor shows the ink mark on his index finger after casting his vote in the Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Satyajit Desai)
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            People wait in a queue to cast their votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Senior citizen Amol Prabhu shows his index finger after casting his vote during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Tribal women stand in a queue to cast their votes for state assembly election on the outskirts of Ranchi in the Indian state of Jharkhand, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar)
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            Tribal women show their indelible ink mark on their index fingers after casting their votes for state assembly elections on the outskirts of Ranchi in the Indian state of Jharkhand, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar)
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            A woman waits outside a polling booth to cast her vote during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            People wait in a queue to cast their votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Indian Muslim women show their ink marked fingers after casting their votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Indian women wait in a queue to cast their vote during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Indian people wait in a queue to cast their votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            People wait in a queue to cast their votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            A woman walks out after casting her vote during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Elderly Indian woman Shantibai Chitroda shows her ink marked finger after casting her vote during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Senior citizen Amol Prabhu shows index finger after casting his votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Chairman and managing director of Reliance Industries Mukesh Ambani and his son Anant Ambani show index finger after casting her votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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                                    People wait in a queue to cast their votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Senior citizen Amol Prabhu shows his index finger after casting his vote during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Tribal women stand in a queue to cast their votes for state assembly election on the outskirts of Ranchi in the Indian state of Jharkhand, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar)
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            A woman waits outside a polling booth to cast her vote during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 17

                                    
                                    A woman waits outside a polling booth to cast her vote during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            People wait in a queue to cast their votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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                                    People wait in a queue to cast their votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Indian women wait in a queue to cast their vote during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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                                    Indian women wait in a queue to cast their vote during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            Indian people wait in a queue to cast their votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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                                    Indian people wait in a queue to cast their votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            People wait in a queue to cast their votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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                                    People wait in a queue to cast their votes during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024.(AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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            A woman walks out after casting her vote during Maharashtra state assembly elections in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Nov 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- Millions of people are voting in state elections in Maharashtra, India's western industrial hub, and the mineral-rich eastern province of Jharkhand on Wednesday, in a test of the popularity of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Hindu nationalist party and its regional partners.
Politically significant Maharashtra is India's wealthiest state and home to the financial and entertainment capital, Mumbai. It is currently ruled by a coalition of Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party and a Hindu nationalist ally. An opposition alliance, including the Congress party, is in power in eastern Jharkhand state.
Modi has held big rallies in the two states. The challenge comes barely four months after his party suffered a setback and returned to power in national elections for a third term without a parliamentary majority. He formed the government with the help of regional partners.

    


Modi, in a post on social platform X ahead of the state elections, wrote: "On this occasion, I appeal to all the youth and women voters to vote in large numbers."
Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay, a political analyst who wrote a Modi biography, said a reversal in these state elections would negatively impact Modi's leadership style. 




"It will have repercussions for the BJP in coming elections in Delhi and Bihar states next year," he said.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Votes in the two states will be counted on Saturday.
After suffering a setback in national elections, the BJP regained momentum in October as it won Haryana state elections, where pollsters had predicted an easy victory for the opposition Congress party. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Rahul Gandhi's Congress party won a consolation victory in alliance with the regional National Conference party in local elections in India's insurgency-wracked Jammu and Kashmir after a 10-year gap. 
The BJP is trying to wrest power from the Congress party and its allies in Jharkhand, a state rich in iron ore, coal and other minerals.

    


The BJP's use of slogans like "If you divide, then you will die" and "If we are united, then we are safe" to attract Hindu votes has prompted opposition parties to accuse the BJP of trying to polarize the voters along Hindu-Muslim religious lines. 
Hindus constitute nearly 80% and Muslims 11.5% of Maharashtra state's estimated 131 million people.
Mukhopadhyay saw a tendency from top BJP leaders to communalize the elections, saying, "It shows the growing desperation of the party, and it looks like their reading is they are not doing very well in Maharashtra and Jharkhand states."
Election surveys on the eve of polling put the opposition alliance comprising the Congress party and two truncated regional groups, the Shiv Sena and the Nationalist Congress party, ahead of the BJP and its allies currently governing the state. The Congress party defeated the BJP and its allies in the June national elections by winning 30 out of 48 seats in the state. The BJP and its regional partners won 17 seats.
The Congress party and its allies hope to capitalize on the simmering disaffection with high youth unemployment, inflation and low crop prices during the BJP's rule.


    


The BJP hopes to attract women voters with a scheme that provides 1,500 rupees ($18) a month to over 20 million women aged 21-65 whose annual family income is less than 250,000 ($3,010). If the Congress party is voted to power in the state, it has promised women double that amount and free transportation in government buses.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/india-elections-two-states-maharashtra-jharkhand-modi-6a402af3a97e7e265a5435c52409ce90
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            The the Biden administration has approved the sending anti-personnel landmines, which are banned by more than 150 countries, to Ukraine. Outgoing U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said the mines would be able to "slow down" the "dismounted forces" used by Russia to pave the way for mechanized forces.
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            Laos' Defence Minister Chansamone Chanyalath addresses the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- U.S. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin, left, shakes hands with Brunei's Defence Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- U.S. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin, left, shakes hands with Brunei's Defence Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- From left, Brunei's Defense Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof, Cambodian Defense Minister Tea Seiha, Indonesian Vice Defense Minister Donny Ermawan Taufanto, Myanmar's director of Defense Ministry's International Affairs Department Zaw Naing Win, Malaysian Defense Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin, Laos' Defense Minister Chansamone Chanyalath, Philippine Defense Undersecretary Ignacio Florante Madriaga, Singaporean Defense Minister Ng Eng Hen, Thai Defense Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, Vietnamese Defense Minister Phan Van Giang, East Timor Chief of Defense Force Domigos Raul and ASEAN Secretary General Kao Kim Hourn pose for a group photo during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            ASEAN defence ministers attend the ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            FILE- A police officer walks along flags of nations participating in the meetings of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) at the national convention center in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, July 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)
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            Laos' Defence Minister Chansamone Chanyalath addresses the ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 16 | 
            Laos' Defense Minister Chansamone Chanyalath, right, greets Malaysian Defence Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- Laos' Defense Minister Chansamone Chanyalath, right, greets Brunei's Defense Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- Brunei's Defense Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof, center, arrives to attend the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Laos' Defense Minister Chansamone Chanyalath, right, greets Cambodian Defense Minister Tea Seiha during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Vietnamese Defence Minister Phan Van Giang listens during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- U.S. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin, left, shakes hands with Brunei's Defence Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Thai Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai listens during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            East Timor's Chief of Defense Force Domigos Raul listens during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Laos' Defence Minister Chansamone Chanyalath addresses the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- U.S. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin, left, shakes hands with Brunei's Defence Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- U.S. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin, left, shakes hands with Brunei's Defence Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 16

                                    
                                    CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- U.S. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin, left, shakes hands with Brunei's Defence Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 16 | 
            CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- From left, Brunei's Defense Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof, Cambodian Defense Minister Tea Seiha, Indonesian Vice Defense Minister Donny Ermawan Taufanto, Myanmar's director of Defense Ministry's International Affairs Department Zaw Naing Win, Malaysian Defense Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin, Laos' Defense Minister Chansamone Chanyalath, Philippine Defense Undersecretary Ignacio Florante Madriaga, Singaporean Defense Minister Ng Eng Hen, Thai Defense Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, Vietnamese Defense Minister Phan Van Giang, East Timor Chief of Defense Force Domigos Raul and ASEAN Secretary General Kao Kim Hourn pose for a group photo during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            ASEAN defence ministers attend the ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            FILE- A police officer walks along flags of nations participating in the meetings of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) at the national convention center in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, July 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)
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            Laos' Defence Minister Chansamone Chanyalath addresses the ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- Brunei's Defense Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof, center, arrives to attend the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Laos' Defense Minister Chansamone Chanyalath, right, greets Cambodian Defense Minister Tea Seiha during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Vietnamese Defence Minister Phan Van Giang listens during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            CORRECTING NAME OF BRUNEI DEFENCE MINISTER- U.S. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin, left, shakes hands with Brunei's Defence Minister Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Thai Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai listens during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' informal Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            East Timor's Chief of Defense Force Domigos Raul listens during the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers' meeting in Vientiane, Laos, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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                                        VIENTIANE, Laos (AP) -- U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin expressed regret Wednesday that his Chinese counterpart chose not to hold talks with him during meetings of Southeast Asian defense chiefs in Laos, calling it a setback for the entire region.
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is holding security talks in Vientiane at a time of increasing maritime disputes with China and as the transition to a new U.S. president approaches.
The decision by Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun "is a setback for the whole region," Austin said after the first day of meetings. 
"It's unfortunate. It affects the region because the region really wants to see us, two significant players in the region, two significant powers, talk to each other, and that reassures the entire region," he said.
There was no immediate comment from China on its decision not to meet with Austin.

    


Austin just wrapped up meetings in Australia with officials there and with Japan's defense minister. They pledged to support ASEAN and expressed their "serious concern about destabilizing actions in the East and South China Seas, including dangerous conduct by the People's Republic of China against Philippines and other coastal state vessels."




In addition to the United States and China, other nations attending the two-day ASEAN meetings from outside Southeast Asia include Japan, South Korea, India and Australia.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Along with the Philippines, ASEAN members Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei have competing claims with China in the South China Sea, which Beijing claims almost entirely as its own territory.
Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos are the other ASEAN members.
Opening the talks, Laotian Defense Minister Chansamone Chanyalath said he hoped for productive meetings that would "become a standard for us to continue ASEAN's cooperation in defense, including how to handle, thwart, and manage security challenges in the present and in the future."

    


As China has grown more assertive in pushing its territorial claims in recent years, ASEAN members and Beijing have been negotiating a code of conduct to govern behavior in the sea, but progress has been slow.
Officials have agreed to try to complete the code by 2026, but talks have been hampered by thorny issues, including disagreements over whether the pact should be binding. 
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., who has called for more urgency in the code of conduct negotiations, complained at a meeting of ASEAN leaders last month that his country "continues to be subject to harassment and intimidation" by China's actions, which he said violated international law.
Chinese and Philippine vessels have clashed repeatedly this year, and Vietnam in October charged that Chinese forces assaulted its fishermen in disputed areas in the South China Sea. China has also sent patrol vessels to areas that Indonesia and Malaysia claim as their exclusive economic zones.
At the meeting of ASEAN leaders last month, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Washington was "very concerned about China's increasingly dangerous and unlawful activities in the South China Sea which have injured people, harm vessels from ASEAN nations and contradict commitments to peaceful resolutions of disputes."

    


He pledged that the U.S. would "continue to support freedom of navigation, and freedom of overflight in the Indo Pacific."
In response, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said U.S. and other non-regional militaries present in the sea were the main source of instability.
"The increasing military deployment and activities in the South China Sea by the U.S. and a few other non-regional countries, stoking confrontation and creating tensions, are the greatest source of instability for peace and stability in the South China Sea," Mao said.
It is not clear how the incoming administration of U.S. President-elect Donald Trump will address the South China Sea situation. 
After Austin's meetings in Australia, the Defense Department said the U.S., Australia and Japan had agreed to expand joint drills and announced a defense consultation body among the three countries' forces to strengthen their cooperation.

    


When asked Tuesday while in the Philippines about whether the strong U.S. defense support would continue for the country under Trump, Austin said he would not speculate.
Although Austin failed to hold talks with Chinese Defense Minister Dong, Japanese Defense Minister Gen Nakatani was expected to meet with Dong and express concerns about Beijing's military activities, Japan's NHK public television reported.
Japan has protested that a Chinese military aircraft violated its airspace briefly in August, and in September expressed "serious concerns" after a Chinese aircraft carrier and two destroyers sailed between two Japanese islands. 
The meetings are also likely to touch on tensions in the Korean Peninsula, the Russia-Ukraine war, and wars in the Middle East. They are also expected to discuss other issues, including natural disasters, cybersecurity and terrorism.

    


Another thorny regional issue is the civil war and humanitarian crisis in ASEAN member Myanmar. The group's credibility has been severely tested by the war in Myanmar, where the army ousted an elected government in 2021, and fighting has continued with pro-democracy guerillas and ethnic rebels.
More than a year into an offensive initiated by three militias and joined by other resistance groups, observers estimate the military controls less than half the country.

Myanmar military rulers have been barred from ASEAN meetings since late 2021, but this year the country has been represented by high-level bureaucrats, including at the summit in October.
___
Associated Press writer David Rising in Bangkok contributed to this report.
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            A new caravan of about 1,500 migrants left southern Mexico in the early hours of Wednesday in an attempt to enter the United States before Donald Trump takes office, due to fears of border closures and massive deportations. (AP Video by Edgar Clemente Hernandez)
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            Migrants walk through Tapachula, Chiapas state, Mexico, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, hoping to reach the U.S. border. (AP Photo/Edgar H. Clemente)
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            Migrants pause on the shoulder of a road, on the outskirts of Tapachula, Chiapas state, Mexico, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, during their journey to the U.S. border. (AP Photo/Edgar H. Clemente)
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                                        TAPACHULA, Mexico (AP) -- About 1,500 migrants formed a new caravan Wednesday in southern Mexico, hoping to walk or catch rides to the U.S. border. The migrants are mainly from Central and South America. Some say they are hoping to reach the United States before Donald Trump's inauguration in January, saying they think it might be more difficult after that. They started out walking from the city of Tapachula, near the border with Guatemala, where thousands of migrants are stranded because they do not have permission to cross further into Mexico.

    


What are migrant caravans? 
Migrant caravans began forming in 2018, and they became a final, desperate hope for poorer migrants who do not have the money to pay smugglers. If migrants try to cross Mexico alone or in small groups, they are often either detained by authorities and sent back to southern Mexico, or worse, deported back to their home countries. In that sense, there is safety in numbers: it is hard or impossible for immigration agents to detain groups of hundreds of migrants. So police and immigration agents often try to pick off smaller groups, and wait for the main body of the caravan to tire itself out. Usually the caravans stop or fall apart within 150 miles (250 kilometers). 
What are the obstacles? 
There is no safety in numbers, however, against threats, extortion or abduction by drug cartels in Mexico, which have become heavily involved in migrant trafficking. The cartels charge migrants or their smugglers for permission to cross their territories along the border. In addition, the gangs often kidnap migrants, hold them in terrible conditions or torture them until they call relatives to send money for their release. The biggest obstacle, though, is the searing heat, dehydration and distance: it is over 1,100 miles (1,780 kilometers) from Tapachula to the nearest border crossing at Matamoros, across from Brownsville, Texas. And that is the shortest, but also one of the most dangerous routes. It would mean 16 days of straight walking even for an adult with no rest stops; many of the migrants come with their children.

    


Why do they come? 
Since migrants usually cannot find work to support themselves in Tapachula, most of the foreigners trapped there are desperate to leave. Some feel a sense of urgency, hoping to reach the border before Trump's Jan. 20 inauguration.
"It is going to be more difficult, that's why we are going in hopes of getting an appointment quicker so we are able to cross before he (Trump) takes office," said Yotzeli Pena, 23, a migrant from Venezuela. "That would be easier."

    


Weren't there changes to keep caravans from forming?
This year, in a bid to stop people from gathering at the border to claim asylum, the U.S. government expanded areas where migrants can apply online for appointments to enter the United States to a large swath of southern Mexico.
The CBP One cellphone app was instituted to make asylum claims more orderly. About 1,450 appointments are made available daily, encouraging migrants to get an appointment before they show up at the border. But the service was only available in northern and central Mexico.
By extending the app south to Tapachula, officials hoped it would stem the rush north. But some migrants still want to be close to the border so that if they do get one of the cherished appointments, they can get to it quickly and not risk missing it. Trump has promised to end the app, reduce legal pathways to the U.S. and organize mass deportations.
Do they ever reach the border? 
The biggest caravans formed in 2018 and 2019, and back then Mexican officials helped out some of the migrants by arranging buses to border cities, but that created a backlash in those communities. Groups from those original caravans did eventually reach the border. 

In caravans since then, most participants have sought out as many hitch-hiking or paid rides as they can, and often swarm empty trucks to hitch a ride on empty freight platforms. But that has become much harder as Mexican authorities discouraged buses, taxis and trucks from stopping to pick up migrants. In recent years, authorities have eventually offered temporary transit permits to dissolve the caravans.
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump has vowed to repeal President Joe Biden's signature artificial intelligence policy when he returns to the White House for a second term.
What that actually means for the future of AI technology remains to be seen. Among those who could use some clarity are the government scientists and AI experts from multiple countries gathering in San Francisco this week to deliberate on AI safety measures.
Hosted by the Biden administration, officials from a number of U.S. allies -- among them Australia, Canada, Japan, Kenya, Singapore, the United Kingdom and the 27-nation European Union -- began meeting Wednesday in the California city that's a commercial hub for AI development. 
Their agenda addresses topics such as how to better detect and combat a flood of AI-generated deepfakes fueling fraud, harmful impersonation and sexual abuse.

    


It's the first such meeting since world leaders agreed at an AI summit in South Korea in May to build a network of publicly backed safety institutes to advance research and testing of the technology.
"We have a choice," said U.S. Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo to the crowd of officials, academics and private-sector attendees on Wednesday. "We are the ones developing this technology. You are the ones developing this technology. We can decide what it looks like."




Like other speakers, Raimondo addressed the opportunities and risks of AI -- including "the possibility of human extinction" and asked why would we allow that? 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Why would we choose to allow AI to replace us? Why would we choose to allow the deployment of AI that will cause widespread unemployment and societal disruption that goes along with it? Why would we compromise our global security?" she said. "We shouldn't. In fact, I would argue we have an obligation to keep our eyes at every step wide open to those risks and prevent them from happening. And let's not let our ambition blind us and allow us to sleepwalk into our own undoing." 

    


Hong Yuen Poon, deputy secretary of Singapore's Ministry of Digital Development and Information, said that a "helping-one-another mindset is important" between countries when it comes to AI safety, including with "developing countries which may not have the full resources" to study it.
Biden signed a sweeping AI executive order last year and this year formed the new AI Safety Institute at the National Institute for Standards and Technology, which is part of the Commerce Department.
Trump promised in his presidential campaign platform to "repeal Joe Biden's dangerous Executive Order that hinders AI Innovation, and imposes Radical Leftwing ideas on the development of this technology." 
But he hasn't made clear what about the order he dislikes or what he'd do about the AI Safety Institute. Trump's transition team didn't respond to emails this week seeking comment. 
Addressing concerns about slowing down innovation, Raimondo said she wanted to make it clear that the U.S. AI Safety Institute is not a regulator and also "not in the business of stifling innovation."

    


"But here's the thing. Safety is good for innovation. Safety breeds trust. Trust speeds adoption. Adoption leads to more innovation," she said. 
Tech industry groups -- backed by companies including Amazon, Google, Meta and Microsoft -- are mostly pleased with the AI safety approach of Biden's Commerce Department, which has focused on setting voluntary standards. They have pushed for Congress to preserve the new agency and codify its work into law.
Some experts expect the kind of technical work happening at an old military officers' club at San Francisco's Presidio National Park this week to proceed regardless of who's in charge.
"There's no reason to believe that we'll be doing a 180 when it comes to the work of the AI Safety Institute," said Heather West, a senior fellow at the Center for European Policy Analysis. Behind the rhetoric, she said there's already been overlap. 
Trump didn't spend much time talking about AI during his four years as president, though in 2019 he became the first to sign an executive order about AI. It directed federal agencies to prioritize research and development in the field.

    


Before that, tech experts were pushing the Trump-era White House for a stronger AI strategy to match what other countries were pursuing. Trump in the waning weeks of his administration signed an executive order promoting the use of "trustworthy" AI in the federal government. Those policies carried over into the Biden administration. 
All of that was before the 2022 debut of ChatGPT, which brought public fascination and worry about the possibilities of generative AI and helped spark a boom in AI-affiliated businesses. What's also different this time is that tech mogul and Trump adviser Elon Musk has been picked to lead a government cost-cutting commission. Musk holds strong opinions about AI's risks and grudges against some AI industry leaders, particularly ChatGPT maker OpenAI, which he has sued.

    


Raimondo and other officials sought to press home the idea that AI safety is not a partisan issue.

"And by the way, this room is bigger than politics. Politics is on everybody's mind. I don't want to talk about politics. I don't care what political party you're in, this is not in Republican interest or Democratic interest," she said. "It's frankly in no one's interest anywhere in the world, in any political party, for AI to be dangerous, or for AI to in get the hands of malicious non-state actors that want to cause destruction and sow chaos." 
----
O'Brien reported from Providence, Rhode Island.
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Top health official in New Mexico leaves after less than 2 years on the job
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- New Mexico Department of Health Secretary Patrick Allen is leaving after less than two years on the job.
Democratic Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham made the announcement Wednesday, saying Allen would be stepping down at the end of the day. She did not give a reason for his departure, but she said she appreciated his contributions to the state Health Department.
Allen is the latest in a long line of cabinet secretaries to leave the administration. Lujan Grisham is midway through her second term and just in recent months, there has been turnover at key agencies including the Public Education Department and the Children, Youth and Families Department.
Lujan Grisham appointed Allen to the top post in the Health Department in January 2023, citing his policy experience. He had previously served as director of the Oregon Health Authority.

    


Lujan Grisham's health policy advisor, Gina DeBlassie, will serve as interim cabinet secretary.

The governor's office said DeBlassie has more than 30 years of health care expertise and formerly served as chief operating officer for a company that provides home care services for seniors. She also stepped in last year as the interim head of the state's Aging and Long-Term Services Department when that secretary retired.
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Nicaragua's Ortega proposes reform to make him and his wife 'copresidents'
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                    FILE - In this Sept. 5, 2018 file photo, Nicaragua's President Daniel Ortega and his wife, Vice President Rosario Murillo, lead a rally in Managua, Nicaragua. (AP Photo/Alfredo Zuniga, File)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Nicaragua's President Daniel Ortega on Wednesday proposed a constitutional reform that would officially make him and his wife, current Vice President Rosario Murillo, "copresidents" of the Central American nation.
While the initiative has to pass through the country's legislature, Ortega and Murillo's Sandinista party control the congress and all government institutions, so it is likely to be approved.
The proposal also looks to expand the presidential term to six years from five. Ortega put forward another bill Wednesday that would make it illegal for anyone to enforce sanctions from the United States or other foreign bodies "within Nicaraguan territory."
The Organization of American States general secretary's office condemned the proposed constitutional reforms Wednesday. 
"The 'reform' document is illegitimate in form and content, it merely constitutes an aberrant form of institutionalization of the matrimonial dictatorship in the Central American country and is a definitive attack on the democratic rule of law," it said in a statement.

    


The proposals come amid an ongoing crackdown by the Ortega government since mass social protests in 2018 that the government violently repressed.




Nicaragua's government has imprisoned adversaries, religious leaders, journalists and more, then exiled them, stripping hundreds of their Nicaraguan citizenship and possessions. Since 2018, it has shuttered more than 5,000 organizations, largely religious, and forced thousands to flee the country.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Dissident groups including the Nicaraguan University Alliance quickly railed against the measures, calling them an extension of that clampdown.
"They are institutionalizing nepotism and repression, destroying the rule of law. Democracy faces its greatest threat," the organization wrote on the social media platform X on Wednesday.
Manuel Orozco, director of the migration, remittances, and development program at the Inter-American Dialogue, called Ortega's proposed reforms "nothing but a rubber stamping formalization of a decision to guarantee presidential succession" for Murillo and their family. Ortega has referred to Murillo previously in recent years as his copresident.

    


While rejection of international sanctions would have no immediate impact, Orozco said it could put the country at "high financial risk" and risk further penalties from the U.S. Treasury Department. 
Orozco said the constitutional reform to the presidency is part of a long-term plan for the administration to stay in power, and was pushed forward Wednesday as a way to avoid provoking the incoming administration of U.S. President-elect Donald Trump.
The analyst said Trump may not prioritize crackdowns on democratic freedoms in places like Nicaragua, but also isn't likely to "tolerate provocations."

"The procedure, apart from circumventing the popular will, the rule of law, creates the pathway to give Ortega extra time to stay in power," Orozco said. Ortega was reelected to a fourth consecutive five-year term in November 2021.
____
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nicaragua-daniel-ortega-wife-murillo-copresidents-ea9ad1e1c89c72b04ebd0ede46d0b3d5



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



EU lawmakers seal a deal to rubber-stamp one of the bloc's most right-leaning executives

    EU lawmakers seal a deal to rubber-stamp one of the bloc's most right-leaning executives

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen addresses a media conference at the end of an EU Summit at the Puskas Arena in Budapest, Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 7 | 
            Italy's Raffaele Fitto, nominee for European Commissioner Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms, speaks during his hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            Italy's Raffaele Fitto, nominee for European Commissioner Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms, speaks during his hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            Spain's Teresa Ribera Rodriguez, nominee for European Union Executive Vice-President for Clean, Just and Competitive Transition, attends her confirmation hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels, Belgium on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            Member of European Parliament Marion Marechal, center, listens as France's Stephane Sejourne, nominee for European Commission Executive Vice-President for Prosperity and Industrial Strategy, makes his opening address during his confirmation hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            Member of European Parliament Sarah Knafo, right, listens to the opening address of France's Stephane Sejourne, nominee for European Commission Executive Vice-President for Prosperity and Industrial Strategy, during his confirmation hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            Hungary's Olivier Varhelyi, nominee for European Commissioner for Health and Animal Welfare, prepares to make his opening address during his confirmation hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        EU lawmakers seal a deal to rubber-stamp one of the bloc's most right-leaning executives

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen addresses a media conference at the end of an EU Summit at the Puskas Arena in Budapest, Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 7

                                    
                                    European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen addresses a media conference at the end of an EU Summit at the Puskas Arena in Budapest, Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 7 | 
            Italy's Raffaele Fitto, nominee for European Commissioner Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms, speaks during his hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7

                                    
                                    Italy's Raffaele Fitto, nominee for European Commissioner Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms, speaks during his hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            Italy's Raffaele Fitto, nominee for European Commissioner Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms, speaks during his hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 7

                                    
                                    Italy's Raffaele Fitto, nominee for European Commissioner Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms, speaks during his hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            Spain's Teresa Ribera Rodriguez, nominee for European Union Executive Vice-President for Clean, Just and Competitive Transition, attends her confirmation hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels, Belgium on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 7

                                    
                                    Spain's Teresa Ribera Rodriguez, nominee for European Union Executive Vice-President for Clean, Just and Competitive Transition, attends her confirmation hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels, Belgium on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            Member of European Parliament Marion Marechal, center, listens as France's Stephane Sejourne, nominee for European Commission Executive Vice-President for Prosperity and Industrial Strategy, makes his opening address during his confirmation hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 7

                                    
                                    Member of European Parliament Marion Marechal, center, listens as France's Stephane Sejourne, nominee for European Commission Executive Vice-President for Prosperity and Industrial Strategy, makes his opening address during his confirmation hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            Member of European Parliament Sarah Knafo, right, listens to the opening address of France's Stephane Sejourne, nominee for European Commission Executive Vice-President for Prosperity and Industrial Strategy, during his confirmation hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7

                                    
                                    Member of European Parliament Sarah Knafo, right, listens to the opening address of France's Stephane Sejourne, nominee for European Commission Executive Vice-President for Prosperity and Industrial Strategy, during his confirmation hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            Hungary's Olivier Varhelyi, nominee for European Commissioner for Health and Animal Welfare, prepares to make his opening address during his confirmation hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7

                                    
                                    Hungary's Olivier Varhelyi, nominee for European Commissioner for Health and Animal Welfare, prepares to make his opening address during his confirmation hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            LORNE COOK

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- European Union lawmakers on Wednesday ended a week of bickering to rubber-stamp a new team of policy commissioners that will head one of the most rightward-leaning executive branches ever chosen in the bloc for the next five years.
The main centrist pro-European political groups in the European Parliament set aside their political differences to seal a deal on the remaining top posts, declaring in a statement that they were "determined to work together to strengthen the European Union."
Since Nov. 4, senior lawmakers have been vetting the 26 nominees to the European Commission to see whether they're suitable to lead on policies like trade, agriculture or foreign policy under the stewardship of President Ursula von der Leyen.
The commission is the only EU body with the power to draft laws which, once passed by the European Parliament and the 27 member countries, are applied across much of Europe. They cover everything from water quality to data protection to competition or migration policy.

    


The approval paves the way for all EU lawmakers to take part in an official vote on the entire commission at a plenary session in Strasbourg, France next week, which should be a formality. It means that von der Leyen's new team could start work as soon as Dec. 1.




EU-wide elections in June left most centrist and pro-European parties weakened, while the hard right consolidated its position. But the European People's Party - a pan-European conservative political family - remained the biggest group in the assembly.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
This has allowed the EPP, which counts von der Leyen as a member, to operate without its usual mainstream political allies, the center-left Socialists and Democrats, the pro-business Renew group, and the environment-friendly Greens.
More than half of the members of the new commission - candidates are put forward by the 27 national governments - come from the EPP, and the conservatives have been able to pick and choose their allies to secure agreements. Only four commissioners hail from parties left of center.

    


Breaking with long tradition, the EPP joined forces with hard-right parties like Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni's Brothers of Italy, which has neo-fascist roots, and Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban's nationalist Fidesz to force through the schedule for hearing the commissioners.
But the EPP, socialists and liberals, which together hold a parliamentary majority, said Monday evening that the solutions to Europe's problems "will come from the cooperation of our political groups and all those who want to continue building a Union based on these values and are ready to address global challenges while upholding democratic institutions."
Still, Meloni's nominee, Raffaele Fitto, has secured an executive vice president post -- a first for a hard-right politician -- to oversee a "cohesion policy," which helps finance infrastructure projects with a big slice of the EU's massive budget.
Orban's man, the current enlargement commissioner Oliver Varhelyi, was approved for the health and animal welfare portfolio but some of his duties, most notably on sexual and reproductive health rights, were set to be transferred to another commissioner.

    


The liberals welcomed that news, posting on X that "with a revised portfolio for Varhelyi, Fidesz loses influence over women's rights." Hungary has been criticized in Europe in recent years for rolling back marriage, gender and other rights.

Last week, the socialists had accused the EPP leadership of "irresponsible behavior" by working with the Spanish populist party Vox to accuse its nominee for the top climate and competition post, Teresa Ribera, of failing to do enough to prevent the catastrophic floods in eastern Spain. But she too was confirmed.
___
Raf Casert in Brussels contributed.
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North Carolina Republicans push through bill weakening incoming governor and attorney general
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                    A placard expressing opposition to a Republican-penned measure being debated sits outside the North Carolina Senate gallery at a Legislative Building news conference in Raleigh, N.C., Wednesday, Nov. 20. 2024. (AP Photo/Gary D. Robertson)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            GARY D. ROBERTSON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- North Carolina Republican legislators gave final approval Wednesday to a series of political power moves that would weaken the incoming governor and other Democratic elected officials in the ninth-largest state. They're contained in a massive bill sprinkled with a new round of Hurricane Helene relief provisions and rushed through a lame-duck General Assembly session. 
The Senate voted along party lines for the 131-page measure, which would alter yet again how the State Board of Elections is appointed, likely leading to a GOP majority on a panel now controlled by Democrats. It also would move up in 2025 several post-election deadlines after Republican complaints that counties took too long this month to count provisional and absentee ballots, especially in light of an extremely close Supreme Court race.
The House approved the same measure Tuesday night, so the bill goes next to the desk of outgoing Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper, who has blasted the effort as "massive power grabs." Other Democrats called provisions unconstitutional. Any veto override attempt would happen early next month.

    


The measure was approved less than 24 hours after it was made broadly public in the final weeks before Republicans' veto-proof majority ends following electoral defeats in the House this month. 




Cooper leaves office at year's end and will be succeeded by fellow Democrat Josh Stein, whose veto likely will be able to block Republican measures if Democratic legislators remain united. So this may be the last time for a while for Republicans to force through such partisan changes. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
State lawmakers meeting twice this fall already approved with near unanimous support legislation setting aside over $900 million toward Helene relief and recovery. Cooper has asked for much more -- at least $3.9 billion -- and quickly. While this week's bill locates an additional $252 million for Helene relief, nearly all of it can't be spent until the General Assembly acts again. 

    


"Power would have been lifting up the people of western North Carolina so they can rebuild," Sen. Lisa Grafstein of Wake County said Wednesday. "This bill is a weak and sorry display. It shows an inability to manage not just this moment -- it shows an inability to manage the emotional discipline to accept basic democratic balance."
The bill marks yet another effort by Republicans to wrest State Board of Elections appointments from the governor, whose party always holds three of the five seats. Other measures have been blocked by courts, including a 2023 law that would move board appointment authority from the governor to the General Assembly. 
Under the bill that authority would go to the State Auditor's Office -- that will be led by Republican Dave Boliek, who was elected this month -- starting in May, with the board's placement under his office weeks later. The changes likely would mean Republican board control in the near future and filter down to county election boards, too.
Republicans said the changes will lead to more efficiency and the quicker release of vote counts. 

    


"The purpose of these changes is to ensure a timelier resolution of election outcomes than we have continuing to drag on for two weeks like we've seen in the most recent election," said Republican Sen. Ralph Hise, of Mitchell County. 
No other state has such a structure where the state auditor has election responsibilities, said David Becker, a former U.S. Justice Department lawyer who runs the Center for Election Innovation & Research. He called the proposal "deeply troubling." 
"This is a radical change to the structure of election boards and changes to procedures that will affect voters," Becker said in an interview. "It will almost certainly result in valid ballots being thrown out and create huge burdens on election officials."
The legislation also would immediately weaken the governor's authority to fill vacancies on the state Court of Appeals and Supreme Court by limiting his choice to candidates offered by the political party of the outgoing justice or judge. 

    


Stein, who is currently attorney general, will be succeeded by fellow Democratic U.S. Rep. Jeff Jackson. The bill would limit the attorney general by barring him from taking legal positions contrary to the General Assembly in litigation challenging a law's validity. Stein recently declined to defend parts of laws that restrict surgical abortions and abortion pills. 
"We saw no change likely to occur" with Jackson's arrival, Senate leader Phil Berger told reporters, "and felt it was time for us to take steps." 
The bill also would prevent the superintendent of public instruction -- a post to be held by Democrat Mo Green -- from appealing decisions by a state board that reviews charter school applications. 
Bill opponents watched the Senate debate. After there was applause for a Democratic senator's speech, outgoing GOP Lt. Gov. and presiding officer Mark Robinson cleared the gallery, calling those present "immature people." No arrests were made. 

The bill is a reminder of legislation that Republicans approved in late 2016, weeks before Cooper was to succeed Republican Gov. Pat McCrory, that also weakened the governor's powers. That led to demonstrations, arrests and years of lawsuits.

    


__
Associated Press writer Christina A. Cassidy in Atlanta contributed.
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Speaker Johnson declares support for banning Sarah McBride's access to women's restrooms

    Speaker Johnson declares support for banning Sarah McBride's access to women's restrooms

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Rep.-elect Sarah McBride, D-Del., center, leaves a meeting of House Democrats on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- House Speaker Mike Johnson declared Wednesday that lawmakers and staff will have to use the restroom corresponding with their biological sex, a statement directed at Sarah McBride, the first transgender person to be elected to Congress, months before she is set to arrive on Capitol Hill. 
"All single-sex facilities in the Capitol and House Office Buildings -- such as restrooms, changing rooms, and locker rooms -- are reserved for individuals of that biological sex," the Louisiana Republican said. "Women deserve women's only spaces."
The statement comes a day after Johnson was questioned on the issue and emphasized the need to "treat all persons with dignity and respect." He also acknowledged that "this is an issue that Congress has never had to address before, and we're going to do that in deliberate fashion with member consensus on it."

    


A resolution to restrict McBride's access to women's restrooms was introduced Monday by GOP Rep. Nancy Mace of South Carolina, who pledged to fight to "keep men out of women's spaces." Mace said the bill was aimed specifically at McBride, who was elected to the House this month from Delaware.




In response, McBride called the effort a way to "distract from the real issues facing this country." 

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


"I'm not here to fight about bathrooms. I'm here to fight for Delawareans and to bring down costs facing families," the incoming member said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
She added, "Like all members, I will follow the rules outlined by Speaker Johnson, even if I disagree with them." 
Referring to transgender people by the sex they were assigned at birth rather than by the gender they identify as is a tactic often used by opponents of transgender rights. The larger debate over whether transgender people should be allowed to use the bathrooms that align with their gender identity has been prevalent across the U.S. and became a focal point of President-elect Donald Trump's campaign. 

    


At least 11 states have adopted laws barring transgender girls and women from girls and women's bathrooms at public schools, and in some cases other government facilities.
Democrats have called the GOP campaign against McBride as bullying. Rep. Eric Sorensen, D-Ill., said Tuesday that Mace's comments are "absolutely ignorant."
"There's no statistic anywhere that any trans person commits any crimes at any higher rates that anyone else, so I don't know where her worry is from," Sorenson, who is gay, said. 

McBride is coming to Congress next year after spending years building a national profile as an LGBTQ+ activist and raising more than $3 million in campaign contributions from around the country. She became the first openly transgender person to address a major party convention in the United States in 2016, when she spoke at the Democratic National Convention.
___
Associated Press writer Kevin Freking contributed to this report. 
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Nonpartisan group calls for an end to filing 'shell bills' that can turn into sweeping legislation
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                    FILE - The Kentucky Capitol is seen on Jan. 14, 2020, in Frankfort, Ky. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)
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                                        A nonpartisan group offered recommendations Wednesday to bolster public scrutiny of Kentucky's legislature, taking aim at "shell bills" that seem innocuous but can be transformed into sweeping policy measures in the hectic final days legislative sessions.
The League of Women Voters of Kentucky pointed to a sharp increase in shell bills, saying 140 of them were introduced during Kentucky's 2024 legislative session, compared to 15 in 2010.
"These bills frequently serve as last-minute distractions, overwhelming both legislators and the public," Jennifer Jackson, the group's president, said at a news conference in Frankfort.
The group urged lawmakers to stop using shell bills, one of several proposed changes it suggested to how lawmakers conduct their business. The goal is to make the legislative process more transparent and increase public participation, Jackson said.

    


Kentucky lawmakers will reconvene in January to start a 30-day session that wraps up in late March.
In late 2023, the league spoke out against fast-track maneuvers sometimes used by lawmakers to pass bills, which the group says can give Kentuckians little or no time to offer input. It urged lawmakers to slow down and give constituents more time to weigh in on legislation.




A year later, the fast tracking of bills remains an issue, Jackson said Wednesday. Those tactics are used most frequently at the end of legislative sessions, when lawmakers are running out of time.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We know that these practices are often aimed at efficiency, but they unintentionally exclude the voices of everyday Kentuckians," she said. "The cost of efficiency becomes the erosion of public participation and transparency."
In its latest report, the league urged lawmakers to stick to regularly scheduled committee meetings, with ample advance notice to the public, and to provide details of draft bills before the legislative session starts. Some of its most pointed criticism, however, revolved around the use of shell bills.

    


Such bills start with little or no content, Jackson said. Once the period to file bills has ended, such shell bells are sometimes amended into major pieces of legislation, typically late in a session, she said.
To make its point, the league highlighted a measure that dealt with gambling. At first, it proposed changes in parimutuel betting statutes to make it gender neutral. Near the end of the session, it turned into a 282-page measure making sweeping changes to how gambling is regulated in Kentucky.
"This left no time for thorough review, not even a CliffsNotes version," Jackson said. "When bills of such magnitude are rushed through without proper scrutiny, we have to ask: Is this really what's best for the people of Kentucky?"

The league's report of legislative practices isn't about taking sides or questioning legislative decisions, Jackson said. It's about offering practical steps to make the process transparent and to ensure that citizens have an opportunity to speak out about legislation that affects their lives, she said.
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Ohio Democrat Marcy Kaptur extends tenure as longest-serving woman in US House with election win
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            FILE - U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur, D-Ohio, is interviewed, Dec. 9, 2022, in Toledo, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)
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            FILE - Ohio State Rep. Derek Merrin, Republican candidate for Ohio's 9th Congressional District, stands while he advocates a yes vote on the Heartbeat Bill at the Ohio Statehouse in Columbus, Ohio, April 10, 2019. (Brooke LaValley/The Columbus Dispatch via AP, File)
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Democratic U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur won another term in the U.S. House on Wednesday, after defeating a Republican state lawmaker endorsed by President-elect Donald Trump.
Her victory in northwest Ohio over fourth-term state Rep. Derek Merrin allows Kaptur to continue her streak as the longest-serving woman in House history. The outcome emerged from final results certified by the Lucas County Board of Elections in Toledo. 
The Associated Press had previously said the race was too early to call, despite Kaptur declaring victory just before 2 a.m. the morning after Election Day. AP called the race for Kaptur on Wednesday. Final results were slightly outside the 0.5% margin that would have triggered an automatic recount, with libertarian candidate Tom Pruss scoring about 4% of the vote.
Kaptur, 78, was viewed as among the year's most vulnerable congressional incumbents, placing Ohio's 9th Congressional District in the middle of a campaign battle where spending topped $23 million, according to figures compiled by OpenSecrets, a nonpartisan tracker of campaign finance data. 

    


Her campaign said in a statement that Kaptur had overcome millions spent by special interests to distort her record.




Kaptur thanked her constituents for trusting her to return to Washington in what will be her 22nd term.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


She pledged to continue to work to increase jobs, strengthen the manufacturing sector and "ensure dignity and stability for everyone who works hard and plays by the rules."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It is time to put partisanship aside and get back to work for America's 'Big Middle,'" she said in a statement.
Merrin, whose caucus at the Statehouse was preparing for a tense speakership vote scheduled for Wednesday night, did not immediately issue a statement. 
Merrin had been endorsed by Trump and his defeat marks Trump's first loss in a state that went for the president-elect three times. 

    


Kaptur prevailed over Merrin, 38, who aligned a GOP faction against Republican Ohio House Speaker Jason Stephens in 2023 after Merrin failed to win the speakership he had been promised in an unofficial caucus poll. The infighting, which continues, has risen to the level of litigation and contributed to an historic lack of legislative action this session. 

During the House campaign, Merrin and his Republican allies targeted Kaptur on immigration and the economy. Democrats targeted Merrin on his support for abortion restrictions, including his work on a bill that would have made certain abortions felonies. 
House Speaker Mike Johnson had recruited Merrin into a roller coaster GOP primary. 
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North Carolina Republicans complete a veto override of voucher, immigration bill
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                    North Carolina state Rep. Destin Hall, R-Caldwell, center, speaks at a Legislative Building news conference in Raleigh, N.C., on Tuesday, Nov. 19. 2024, after the House Republican Caucus chose him as its nominee to be the House speaker for the 2025-26 General Assembly session (AP Photo/Gary D. Robertson)
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- The Republican-dominated North Carolina legislature completed on Wednesday its override of Gov. Roy Cooper's veto of legislation that both approves more funds for private school scholarship grants for recipients of all incomes and directs local sheriffs to comply with federal immigration agents' requests to detain certain inmates.
The Senate voted to enact the bill despite Cooper's objections, one day after the House voted for a similar result. Republicans hold veto-proof majorities in each chamber.
The bill, which is now law, means that a large windfall of funding -- about $463 million -- will be provided to the Opportunity Scholarship program in part to eliminate a waitlist of families who otherwise qualified beginning in the fall for grants to attend private or religious K-12 schools. 
"A historic expansion of parental school choice is now a reality in North Carolina," Parents for Educational Freedom in North Carolina President Mike Long said after Wednesday's vote, adding that that legislature sent "a clear message that our state will continue to invest in students over systems."

    


When the General Assembly eliminated income caps for recipient families on the program last year -- leading to skyrocketing interest -- 55,000 children were otherwise unable to access the aid because GOP lawmakers initially this summer were unable to agree on appropriating additional funds. 




They reached a deal in September, inserting it into a broader budget adjustment measure. But also added was another change long-sought by Republicans to compel elected North Carolina sheriffs to comply with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement detainers -- a request for local law enforcement to temporarily hold inmates believed to be in the country illegally so the agency can pick them up. An inmate can be held for up to 48 hours under the law.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Cooper vetoed the omnibus bill in September, with his veto message focusing mainly on the private school vouchers. He said the large amount of money now and in the foreseeable future for the program would damage public schools that they say aren't funded enough as is. He and other Democrats have also criticized Republican legislators for pushing the override instead of solely focusing on passing another relief package for western North Carolinians dealing with Hurricane Helene's impact. 

    


"We cannot afford this," Sen. Natasha Marcus, a Mecklenburg County Democrat, said during the short Senate debate. "This is a budget-busting expense that more than doubles the already significant voucher program in North Carolina." 
Marcus also said the program lacks enough accountability and gives money to religious schools that discriminate based on a family's beliefs.
The Opportunity Scholarship program began nearly a decade ago and benefitted low- and later middle-income families. But Republicans in 2023 made the program universal, meaning even students from the richest families get scholarship payments -- albeit smaller amounts than poorer families -- in the name of offering school choice options for everyone. The newly enacted law allows award winners to be reimbursed through grant funds for tuition they paid for the fall semester. 

    


The immigration provisions have been contained in bills since 2019 that Cooper vetoed while the GOP lacked a veto-proof majority. Such a supermajority was restored in April 2023, leading to more than two dozen overrides since then. 
The legislation's supporters have repeatedly said it will keep communities safer by forcing sheriffs in predominantly Democratic counties to adhere to detainers. One of the bill's sponsors and the likely next House speaker, Rep. Destin Hall, also referenced voters' choice to reelect President-elect Donald Trump -- who made concerns about illegal immigration a mainstay of his campaign -- as a seeming mandate to push the legislation. 
"The bill itself is purely common sense," Senate leader Phil Berger after Wednesday's 30-19 vote. "I question why anyone in law enforcement -- these elected sheriffs -- would deny a community the safety that is allowed by taking the process in this way."

    


But opponents to the bill, which include several Hispanic advocacy groups, said it will put immigrant communities in danger of being unfairly targeted by law enforcement. 

"We will be working in the weeks to come to inform and prepare our community to face any challenges this new law will bring," North Carolina-based El Pueblo said after the final vote while expressing its disappointment. "And next year, we will continue to fight for the rights of our immigrant community."
The voucher money transfer takes effect immediately, while formal cooperation by sheriffs with ICE agents starts Dec. 1. 
___
Associated Press writer Makiya Seminera in Raleigh contributed to this report. 
___
The story corrects that formal cooperation by sheriffs with immigration agents takes effect on Dec. 1, not immediately.
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Georgia election workers seek more penalties against Giuliani, saying he continues to defame them
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            El exalcalde neoyorquino Rudy Giuliani habla con la prensa al salir de un tribunal, el jueves 7 de noviembre de 2024, en Nueva York. (AP Foto/Yuki Iwamura)
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            FILE - Wandrea "Shaye" Moss, left, and her mother Ruby Freeman, right, leave after speaking with reporters outside federal court, Dec. 15, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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    Follow AP's coverage of the election and what happens next.


    


Two former Georgia election workers who won a $148 million defamation judgment against Rudy Giuliani asked a judge Wednesday to penalize him even further for continuing to falsely accuse them of tampering with ballots during the 2020 presidential election.
Attorneys for Ruby Freeman and her daughter, Wandrea "Shaye" Moss, argued in a filing in a Washington, D.C. federal court that Giuliani has "brazenly" violated an agreement he signed to stop repeating the falsehoods, The alleged violations came in statements he made during two recent broadcasts of his nightly show on the social media platform X. 
"These statements repeat the exact same lies for which Mr. Giuliani has already been held liable, and which he agreed to be bound by court order to stop repeating," read the filing, which asked the judge to hold Giuliani in contempt and impose sanctions against him.

    


A lawyer for Giuliani, Joseph M. Cammarata, said he had not seen the court filing and could not respond to its specific claims, but accused the women's attorneys of trying to intimidate the former New York City mayor. In a statement, Giuliani's spokesperson, Ted Goodman, called the new legal filing an attempt to "deprive Mayor Rudy Giuliani of his First Amendment right to freedom of speech." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Giuliani is barred from accusing the women of election wrongdoing
Giuliani, a longtime Donald Trump ally, was found liable last year for defaming Freeman and Moss by accusing them of ballot tampering as he pushed then-President Trump's lies about election fraud. The women said they faced death threats after Giuliani falsely claimed they sneaked in ballots in suitcases, counted ballots multiple times and tampered with voting machines.
The $148 million judgment led to a failed bankruptcy attempt by Giuliani. He has since been ordered to turn over many of his assets to Freeman and Moss, including his $5 million Upper East Side apartment.
In December, the women sued Giuliani again for continuing to repeat his ballot-tampering claims, resulting in the court issuing a permanent injunction in May that barred the former mayor from making any statements that suggest the women engaged in any wrongdoing in connection with the 2020 presidential election.

    


Lawyers for the two plaintiffs argued in Wednesday's court filing that Giuliani broke that agreement when he referred to the pair again on his recent video broadcasts on Nov. 12 and Nov. 14, including baselessly claiming that he was not allowed to show tapes of "quadruple counting" ballots during the trial.
In his statement responding to the filing, Goodman argued that Giuliani "has every right to defend himself."
Giuliani's lawyer says '90 to 95%' of his possessions have been turned over

Giuliani has been critical of a judge's ruling that ordered him to turn over many prized possessions to Freeman and Moss -- including the apartment, a Mercedes once owned by movie star Lauren Bacall and dozens of luxury watches. He said he should not have had to surrender his possessions until his appeal is decided.

At a news conference in New York City on Wednesday, Cammarata said Giuliani has turned over "90 to 95%" of his possessions. Last week Giuliani surrendered the Mercedes and watches. Cammarata said the 1980 Mercedes-Benz SL 500, Giuliani's only vehicle, should be appraised to determine whether it's worth less than $5,500, an amount he said would exempt the car from the judgment. 

    


As for the New York apartment, Cammarata said it either has been turned over or is in the process of being turned over.
Giuliani has remained defiant amid the collection efforts, which have stretched past an Oct. 29 deadline.
"We will not relent," Cammarata said.
____
Associated Press writer Jennifer Peltz in New York contributed to this report.
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US will send Ukraine at least $275 million in new weapons in push to bolster Kyiv before Trump
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                    In this photo provided by the Ukraine's 65th Mechanised Brigade press service on Nov. 19, 2024, Ukrainian soldiers attend a training in Zaporizhzhia region, Ukraine. (Andriy Andriyenko/Ukraine's 65th Mechanised Brigade via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Pentagon will send Ukraine at least $275 million in new weapons, including an undisclosed number of antipersonnel land mines, as the Biden administration rushes to do as much as it can to help Kyiv fight back against Russia before President-elect Donald Trump takes office.
The latest tranche of weapons comes as worries grow about an escalation in the conflict, with both sides pushing to gain any advantage they can exploit if Trump demands a quick end to the war -- as he has vowed to do.
"We will continue to provide Ukraine the support it needs to succeed on the battlefield and prevail in its defense against Russia's aggression," Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement.
In rapid succession this week, President Joe Biden gave Ukraine the authority to fire longer-range missiles deeper into Russia and said it would provide the antipersonnel land mines. Russian President Vladimir Putin also formally lowered the threshold for using nuclear weapons.

    


U.S. officials contend that Russia's change in nuclear doctrine was expected, but Moscow is warning that Ukraine's new use of the Army Tactical Missile System, known as ATACMS, inside Russia on Tuesday could trigger a strong response.




One American official said the U.S. is seeing no indications that Russia is preparing to use a nuclear weapon in Ukraine. 

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


Asked Tuesday if a Ukrainian attack with longer-range U.S. missiles could potentially trigger use of nuclear weapons, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov answered affirmatively.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Another U.S. official said Ukraine fired about eight ATACMS missiles into Russia on Tuesday and just two were intercepted. The official said the U.S. is still assessing the damage but the missiles struck an ammunition supply location in Karachev, in the Bryansk region.
The U.S. officials spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss intelligence.

    


The weapons in the new package of aid for Ukraine include, for the first time, antipersonnel land mines that are "not-persistent" -- meaning they are electrically fused and powered by batteries. As a result, once the battery runs out, they will no longer detonate, unlike the ones used by Russia, which do not become inert and remain a threat to civilians for decades.
Also in the new aid package will be an infusion of air defense, including munitions for High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS), as well as 155mm and 105mm artillery rounds, Javelin anti-armor munitions, drones, and other equipment and spare parts.
The weapons will be provided through presidential drawdown authority, which allows the Pentagon quickly to pull supplies from its shelves to speed them to Ukraine's front line.
Trump's upcoming move to the White House has triggered a scramble by the Biden administration to ensure all the congressionally approved funding for Ukraine gets delivered and that Kyiv is in a strong position going into the winter. 
The Biden administration would have to rush $7.1 billion in weapons from the Pentagon's stockpiles to spend all of those funds before Trump is sworn in. That includes $4.3 billion from a foreign aid bill passed by Congress earlier this year and $2.8 billion still on the books in savings due to the Pentagon recalculating the value of systems sent.

    


Asked if the department can get that done before Jan. 20, when Trump takes office, Pentagon spokeswoman Sabrina Singh said officials are working to get Ukraine what it needs.
"We are committed to using that full authority that Congress has allotted to us," Singh said. "The only way we can do that also is to make sure that our shelves are fully backfilled and stocked. So as our shelves continue to get stocked with equipment and capabilities that are needed, we draw down from those and send those to Ukraine."
In addition to the weapons in the Pentagon drawdown, the State Department said Tuesday that it had authorized the sale to Ukraine of $100 million in unspecified defense equipment and services, including vehicle refurbishment, technical assistance, training and "other related elements of logistics and program support."

    


In contrast to the drawdown, the government of Ukraine will pay for those supplies.
As part of the wider effort to boost Ukraine, the administration also is on track to disperse its portion of a $50 billion loan to Ukraine, backed by frozen Russian assets, before Biden leaves the White House, according to two senior administration officials.
The officials, who were not authorized to comment publicly, said the U.S. and Ukraine are now in "advanced stages" in discussing terms of the loan and are looking to complete the process for the $20 billion portion of the mammoth loan that the U.S. is backing. 
The goal is to get it done before the end of the year, one official said. The remaining $30 billion will come from the European Union, the United Kingdom, Canada and Japan, among others.

    


Trump has criticized U.S. support for Ukraine and derided Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy as a "salesman" while also praising Putin and touting his good relationship with him. The president-elect has claimed -- without explaining how -- that he will end the war in in Ukraine before his inauguration on Jan. 20, saying he will "get it resolved very quickly."
Last week, when he addressed supporters from a golden ballroom at a his Mar-a-Lago resort, Trump returned to that pledge but again offered little information before changing the subject.
"We're going to work very hard on Russia and Ukraine. It's got to stop. Russia and Ukraine's gotta stop," he said.
He has suggested that Ukraine give up at least some of its Russian-occupied territory to settle the war, saying at a rally in late September that "if they made a bad deal, it would've been much better. They would've given up a little bit and everybody would be living and every building would be built and every tower would be aging for another 2,000 years."
____

Associated Press writers Aamer Madhani in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Michelle L. Price in New York City and Tara Copp in Washington contributed to this report.
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Tennessee to count provisional ballots by people convicted of felonies who had rights in limbo
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                    FILE - Campaign signs are seen outside an early voting polling site at the Southeast Library in Nashville, Tenn., on Oct. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Tennessee will count the provisional ballots cast by six people convicted of felonies who had their voting rights recently restored under judges' rulings, but had been placed in limbo after state officials filed a flurry of legal motions arguing that they had to get their gun rights back in order to vote again.
According to letters sent to local election commissions earlier this month, Election Coordinator Mark Goins told officials to count the provisional ballots.
"Although other courts have addressed requests for restoration of rights differently and I disagree with the court's order, in this specific case given the timing and the language in this specific order, we must follow the court order, even though it is not final," Goins wrote in one letter on Nov. 15. 
In January, Tennessee's Secretary of State office shocked voting rights advocates when it announced that people convicted of a felony must get their gun rights and other "citizenship rights" restored before they can become eligible to cast a ballot again. 

    


While explaining their decision, the election office pointed to a 2023 state Supreme Court ruling that said all people convicted of felonies applying for reinstated voting rights first get their "full citizenship rights" restored by a judge or show they were pardoned by a governor. Gun rights were among those required, the Secretary of State's office determined.




Critics have argued the state's legal interpretation was way off-base, but the state has fiercely defended its position. When a handful of voters sought to cast ballots in the November election despite having been convicted of felony offenses that stripped away their gun rights, they went to court and the judges sided with them. Then the state fought back -- launching several motions for judges to change their decisions.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In one ruling, a judge said "full rights of citizenship" can still be restored even when someone's gun rights still have to be barred due to restrictions in state law, citing a 2002 Tennessee Supreme Court ruling. Davidson County Criminal Court Judge Angelita Blackshear Dalton noted that the gun-banning offenses are not among those specified in state law as ineligible for voting rights restoration.

    


As the case dragged past Election Day, the six voters involved in the lawsuit were told to vote provisionally -- meaning that their ballots would be counted after their voting status was confirmed. 
Another Nashville judge ruled similarly on Friday in two voters' restoration cases.
"I do believe that the case law in Tennessee is such that the right to vote can be restored without having to restore the right to bear arms," Judge Thomas Brothers said in court.

Despite begrudgingly allowing the six voters to cast their provisional ballots, Goins warned election commissions in Davidson, Lewis, Sumner and Wilson counties that the latest court orders were not final. 
"This court order may ultimately be reversed or amended," Goins wrote. "If that happens, the voter registration may be subject to being purged." 
___
Associated Press writer Jonathan Mattise contributed from Nashville.
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FEMA head sounds the alarm over disaster funding after double hurricanes
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            FILE - A tattered American flag flaps outside a home with furniture and household items damaged by Hurricane Helene piled outside along the street awaiting pickup ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton in Holmes Beach on Anna Maria Island, Fla., Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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            Federal Emergency Management Agency administrator Deanne Criswell appears before the Senate Appropriations Committee on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Election signage goes up outside of the FEMA Disaster Relief Center which is being converted to a polling location for the general election on Monday, Nov. 4, 2024, in Ridge Manor, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            Rep. Maxwell Frost, D-Fla., addresses Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Deanne Criswell as she testifies in front a House Committee on Oversight and Accountability hearing on oversight of FEMA, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., left, speaks with Federal Emergency Management Agency administrator Deanne Criswell before a hearing of the Senate Appropriations Committee on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., seen on video screen, addresses Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Deanne Criswell, left, as she testifies in front a House Committee on Oversight and Accountability hearing on oversight of FEMA, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            FILE - David DeMeza pulls his belongings through sand-lined streets after Hurricane Helene, Oct. 2, 2024, in Treasure Island, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson, File)
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            Election signage goes up outside of the FEMA Disaster Relief Center which is being converted to a polling location for the general election on Monday, Nov. 4, 2024, in Ridge Manor, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The money available to help communities hit by disasters has shrunk after back-to-back hurricanes Helene and Milton, and the funding problems might jeopardize the government's ability to respond to new emergencies in the future, the Federal Emergency Management Agency chief said Wednesday.
Deanne Criswell warned during a Senate hearing with other agency heads that FEMA's disaster relief fund -- the country's emergency checkbook -- is down to less than $5 billion. 
The Biden administration has asked Congress for nearly $100 billion for disaster aid. The largest chunk of that money, about $40 billion, would go to FEMA's disaster relief fund. 
The agency draws on that fund to pay for things like debris removal, helping communities rebuild public infrastructure and giving money to disaster survivors for costs including renting hotel rooms if their homes are uninhabitable.

    


The rest of the money would be split across other federal agencies: 
-- $24 billion for farmers who have experienced crop or livestock losses. 
--$12 billion for the Department of Housing and Urban Development's block grant programs to help communities recover.




-- $8 billion for rebuilding and repairing highways and bridges.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


-- $4 billion for long-term water system upgrades to mitigate future damage from natural disasters.
FEMA got $20.2 billion as part of a temporary government funding bill passed by Congress in September. But a little less than half of that money went toward recovery from disasters that have already happened. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Criswell says the agency has over 100 disasters on its books that it is still paying out money for to help with recovery efforts.
She says FEMA has paid nearly $8 billion in federal assistance in response to hurricanes Helene and Milton and that as of Wednesday, its disaster relief fund has less than $5 billion left. 
"These needs have rapidly exhausted our available funds, and without a supplemental, our ability to respond to new disasters could be jeopardized," Criswell said.

    


FEMA is assessing whether to go into immediate needs funding, she said. That's when the agency pulls back money from long-term projects that address past disasters to ensure there is enough money to pay for life-saving, immediate needs for upcoming disasters.
"It is very clear that the stakes are high as our communities face more frequent and devastating disasters, they increasingly rely on FEMA and our federal partners," Criswell said.
The committee also heard from two senators from Georgia and North Carolina, states that were particularly hard hit by Helene and Milton. 

Sen. Jon Ossoff, a Georgia Democrat, detailed the damage that the storms had wrought on the state's farmers and ranchers. Sen. Thom Tillis, a North Carolina Republican, spoke passionately about the struggles that the western part of his state is still facing to recover from Helene. 
___
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Trump-nominated judge says blanket pardons for Capitol rioters would be 'beyond frustrating'
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                    FILE - Rioters loyal to President Donald Trump rally at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Jan. 6, 2021. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A federal judge who was nominated by Donald Trump says it would be "beyond frustrating and disappointing" if the president-elect hands out mass pardons to rioters who stormed the U.S. Capitol after the 2020 election, a rare instance of judicial commentary on a politically divisive subject.
U.S. District Judge Carl Nichols, who was appointed to the bench in June 2019, expressed his criticism during a hearing Tuesday at which he agreed to postpone a Capitol riot defendant's trial until after Trump returns to the White House in January.
During his campaign for a second term as president, Trump repeatedly referred to Jan. 6 rioters as "hostages" and "patriots" and said he "absolutely" would pardon rioters who assaulted police "if they're innocent." Trump has suggested he would consider pardoning former Proud Boys leader Enrique Tarrio, who was sentenced to 22 years in prison after a jury convicted him of orchestrating a violent plot to keep Trump in power after the 2020 election. 

    


"Blanket pardons for all January 6 defendants or anything close would be beyond frustrating and disappointing, but that's not my call," Nichols said, according to a transcript. "And the possibility of some pardons, at least, is a very real thing."




Nichols is one of over 20 judges who have presided over more than 1,500 cases against people charged in a mob's attack on the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. Many Capitol riot defendants have asked for post-election delays in their cases, but judges largely have denied their requests and forged ahead with sentencings, guilty pleas and other hearings.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


Steve Baker, a writer for a conservative media outlet, pleaded guilty last Tuesday to Capitol riot-related misdemeanors after U.S. District Judge Christopher Cooper refused to pause the case until after Trump takes office. However, Cooper acknowledged that the case may never reach the punishment stage given the possibility of pardons.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Nichols commented on pardons during a hearing for Jacob Lang, a Capitol riot defendant who is jailed while awaiting a trial in Washington. Within hours of Trump's victory this month, Lang posted on social media that he and other Jan. 6 "political prisoners" were "finally coming home."

    


"There will be no bitterness in my heart as I walk out of these doors in 75 days on inauguration day," wrote Lang, who was charged several days after the riot with repeatedly attacking police officers.
Nichols, who clerked for U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas before working for the Justice Department, said he hasn't delayed any trial solely on the basis of possible pardons. He noted that his decision to delay Lang's trial was based in part on matters that they privately discussed under seal.
"I agree very much with the government that there are costs to not proceeding here, both to the trial team, to the witnesses and to the victims, as well as to the public, which has an interest in a determination of guilt or innocence in a case that has been pending as long as this one," Nichols said.

    


Several days after the election, U.S. District Judge Rudolph Contreras postponed a Jan. 6 trial that had been scheduled to start on Dec. 2. The defendant, William Pope, argued that his trial would be a waste of the court's time and resources "because there will never be a sentencing, and I will be free." 
Contreras said he didn't want to bring in dozens of prospective jurors for a two-week trial "just to have it go for naught."
"Of course, it's speculative, but there is a real possibility of that happening," the judge added, according to a transcript.
A prosecutor objected to the delay, saying that "the speculative nature of what Mr. Pope hopes will be a pardon is not a sufficient reason to continue this trial."

Judges have largely echoed that argument. U.S. District Judge Reggie Walton refused to delay a Nov. 8 sentencing hearing for Anna Lichnowski, a Florida woman who believes she would be a good candidate for a pardon. Walton, who sentenced Lichnowski to 45 days in jail, wrote that the possibility of pardons is "irrelevant to the Court's obligation to carry out the legal responsibilities of the Judicial Branch."
___
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Mali junta leader fires prime minister days after he criticizes the military regime
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                    FILE - Mali's Prime Minister Choguel Maiga addresses the 76th session of the United Nations General Assembly at U.N. headquarters, Sept. 25, 2021. (Kena Betancur/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        BAMAKO, Mali (AP) -- Mali's junta leader fired Prime Minister Choguel Maiga and the government on Wednesday, days after Maiga criticized the military regime.
The move was announced in a presidential decree issued by Gen. Assimi Goita, Mali's leader, and read on state television channel ORTM. 
Mali has been ruled by military leaders since a junta seized power in 2020 and staged another coup the following year.
In June 2022, the junta promised a return to civilian rule by March 2024, but later postponed elections. No date has been set yet for the presidential election. A new prime minister has not been announced yet.
Maiga, who was appointed by the military two years ago, accused the junta of postponing the elections without informing him and said confusion around an end to the transition could pose "serious challenges and the risk of going backwards," at a rally of his supporters on Saturday. In response to Maiga's statement, the junta organized demonstrations against him. 

    


The sacking comes a week after Mali's junta arrested one of the country's top politicians for criticizing the military rulers of neighboring Burkina Faso. 




In June, Malian authorities also arrested eleven opposition politicians and several activists.
Over the last decade, Mali, along with its neighbors Niger and Burkina Faso, has been shaken by extremist uprisings and military coups. The three Sahelian nations are now ruled by military leaders who have taken power by force on pledges of providing more security to citizens. They have cut ties with the traditional Western allies, ousting French and American military forces, and instead sought new security ties with Russia.

But the security situation in Sahel has worsened since the juntas took power, analysts say, with a record number of attacks and a record number of civilians killed both by Islamic fighters and government forces. 
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Texas offers Trump land on US-Mexico border for potential mass deportations
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                    FILE - Texas state Sen. Dawn Buckingham speaks during the Save America Rally, Jan. 29, 2022, in Conroe, Texas. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP, file)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            VALERIE GONZALEZ

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        McALLEN, Texas (AP) -- Texas is offering a parcel of rural ranchland along the U.S.-Mexico border to use as a staging area for potential mass deportations under President-elect Donald Trump.
The property, which Texas originally purchased last month, is located in rural Starr County in the Rio Grande Valley. Republican Dawn Buckingham, the Texas Land Commissioner, sent a letter Nov. 14 to Trump extending the offer.
"We do hear through back channels that they are taking a look at it and considering it. But we just want them to know we're a good partner. We're here. We want to be helpful," Buckingham told The Associated Press in an interview on Wednesday.
The property has no paved roads and sits in a county with one public hospital and limited local resources. But Buckingham stressed its location. 
"We feel like this is actually very well-located. The land is very flat there. It's adjacent to major airports. It's also adjacent to a bridge over the river," Buckingham said. "So if it's helpful, then I would love to partner up with the federal government. And if it's not, then we'll continue to look to ways to be helpful to them." 

    


The land offer is the latest illustration of a sharp divide between states and local governments on whether to support or resist Trump's plans for mass deportations of migrants living in the U.S. illegally. On Tuesday, the Los Angeles City Council voted to become a "sanctuary" jurisdiction, limiting cooperation with federal immigration authorities to carry out deportations.




Texas leaders have long backed aggressive measures on the border to curb crossings, including installing razor-wire barriers and passing a law last year that would allow law enforcement to arrest migrants who cross the border illegally. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"By offering this newly-acquired 1400-acre property to the incoming Trump Administration for the construction of a facility for the processing, detention, and coordination of what will be the largest deportation of violent criminals in our nation's history, I stand united with President Donald Trump to ensure American families are protected," Buckingham said in an earlier statement. 

    


Trump has said he plans to begin his deportation efforts on the first day of his presidency. He frequently attacked illegal immigration during his campaign, linking a record spike in unauthorized border crossings to issues ranging from drug trafficking to high housing prices. 
There are an estimated 11 million people in the country illegally. Questions remain about how people would be identified and where they would be detained.
The president-elect's transition team did not say whether they would accept Texas' offer but sent a statement. 
"On day one, President Trump will marshal every lever of power to secure the border, protect their communities, and launch the largest mass deportation operation of illegal immigrant criminals in history," Karoline Leavitt, the transition spokeswoman for Trump and Vice President-elect JD Vance, said Wednesday. 
The Texas General Land Office did not disclose the amount paid for the land, but Buckingham stated the previous owner resisted the creation of a border wall. 

A 1.5-mile (2.4 kilometer) stretch of border wall was built under Republican Gov. Greg Abbott in 2021 on that land. Buckingham said with the recent purchase, the state has created another easement for more border wall construction.
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            1 of 14 | 
            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande arrive in Paris, France, before the opening ceremony of the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, July 26, 2024. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo poses for photographers at a photo call for the film 'Wicked' on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in London. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande present the award for best original song during the Oscars on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, right, and Ariana Grande pose for the photographers prior to the the premiere of "Wicked" at Auditorio Nacional in Mexico City, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande presents the award for best original score during the Oscars on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande attend The Metropolitan Museum of Art's Costume Institute benefit gala celebrating the opening of the "Sleeping Beauties: Reawakening Fashion" exhibition on Monday, May 6, 2024, in New York. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande arrive at the premiere of "Wicked" on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, at Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Wicked' on Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in London. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo arrives at the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award tribute to Nicole Kidman on Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande arrive at the premiere of "Wicked" on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, at Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Frankie Grande, from left, Ariana Grande, Cynthia Erivo, and Lena Waithe, attend the women's artistic gymnastics qualification round at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)
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            FILE -Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande attend The Metropolitan Museum of Art's Costume Institute benefit gala on Monday, May 6, 2024, in New York. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo arrives at the fourth annual Academy Museum Gala on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, at the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures in Los Angeles. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Ariana Grande, left, and Cynthia Erivo, introduce a trailer for the film "Wicked," during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande arrive in Paris, France, before the opening ceremony of the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, July 26, 2024. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)
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                                    FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande arrive in Paris, France, before the opening ceremony of the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, July 26, 2024. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo poses for photographers at a photo call for the film 'Wicked' on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in London. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Cynthia Erivo poses for photographers at a photo call for the film 'Wicked' on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in London. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande present the award for best original song during the Oscars on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, right, and Ariana Grande pose for the photographers prior to the the premiere of "Wicked" at Auditorio Nacional in Mexico City, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande presents the award for best original score during the Oscars on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande attend The Metropolitan Museum of Art's Costume Institute benefit gala celebrating the opening of the "Sleeping Beauties: Reawakening Fashion" exhibition on Monday, May 6, 2024, in New York. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 14
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            Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande arrive at the premiere of "Wicked" on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, at Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Wicked' on Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in London. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Wicked' on Monday, Nov. 18, 2024, in London. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo arrives at the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award tribute to Nicole Kidman on Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande arrive at the premiere of "Wicked" on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, at Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Frankie Grande, from left, Ariana Grande, Cynthia Erivo, and Lena Waithe, attend the women's artistic gymnastics qualification round at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)
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            FILE -Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande attend The Metropolitan Museum of Art's Costume Institute benefit gala on Monday, May 6, 2024, in New York. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Cynthia Erivo arrives at the fourth annual Academy Museum Gala on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, at the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures in Los Angeles. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Ariana Grande, left, and Cynthia Erivo, introduce a trailer for the film "Wicked," during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer and on airplanes to promote their hotly anticipated film. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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                                        In "Wicked," Elphaba and Glinda travel from Shiz University to the Emerald City on a glistening green train to meet the wizard. In real life, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande have traveled much farther and wider and longer -- and on airplanes -- to promote their hotly anticipated film. 
The Oscars. The Met Gala. CinemaCon in Las Vegas. Premieres on both U.S. coasts and around the globe in London, Mexico City and Sydney. The two stars even appeared at the Paris Olympics, where they should really have won a gold medal for fashion.
At the Oscars in March, Erivo channeled her green-skinned character with a Louis Vuitton gown in shiny green leather. Grande evoked spritely Glinda in a bubble-gum pink concoction. Onstage, the duo presented the awards for best song and score, and Erivo managed to get in some lines from "The Wizard of Oz." Replied Grande: "How wickedly subtle of you."

    


At the Met Gala in May, the duo switched colors during a performance for the lucky dinner guests, with Grande in light green and Erivo in rose. On the carpet, Erivo wore black festooned with pink flowers, a nod to her co-star.




And in Paris, the two posed in front of the Eiffel Tower, with Grande in a Grace Kelly-esque light pink sleeveless dress and white gloves, and Erivo in a bright green Thom Browne gown, paired with a matching wide-brimmed hat. Her long nails -- also green, of course -- completed the look.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Erivo changed direction in Mexico City, choosing black to emphasize Elphaba's roots -- she is, after all, the Wicked Witch of the West -- wearing a hooded Thom Browne number that looked like she'd just stepped out of an enchanted forest. Grande was ethereal in a Versace gown of very light pink.
At their stops, the two actors talked about the movie's message of acceptance and friendship.
"I think it's such a beautiful thing that pop music, pop culture, these films and art that we create, can ... create a safe space for people who feel like they don't belong," Grande said in Los Angeles.

    


They also spoke about their own relationship.

"We really listen to each other," Erivo said. "I think that's the wonderful thing. You trust that this other person knows what they want to do with their voice, knows everything about the music that they bring to the world, so you can just make space for it."
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            This image released by Magnolia pictures shows a photo of Ernest Cole from the film "Ernest Cole: Lost and Found." (Ernest Cole/Magnolia Pictures via AP)
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            FILE - Director Raoul Peck poses for a portrait during the Toronto International Film Festival on Sept. 9, 2023. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP, File)
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            This image released by Magnolia pictures shows a photo taken by Ernest Cole from the film "Ernest Cole: Lost and Found." (Ernest Cole/Magnolia Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Magnolia pictures shows a photo taken by Ernest Cole from the film "Ernest Cole: Lost and Found." (Ernest Cole/Magnolia Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Magnolia pictures shows a photo taken by Ernest Cole from the film "Ernest Cole: Lost and Found." (Ernest Cole/Magnolia Pictures via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When the photographer Ernest Cole died in 1990 at the age of 49 from pancreatic cancer at a Manhattan hospital, his death was little noted.
Cole, one of the most important chroniclers of apartheid-era South Africa, was by then mostly forgotten and penniless. Banned by his native country after the publication of his pioneering photography book "House of Bondage," Cole had emigrated in 1966 to the United States. But his life in exile gradually disintegrated into intermittent homelessness. A six-paragraph obituary in The New York Times ran alongside a list of death notices. 
But Cole receives a vibrant and stirring resurrection in Raoul Peck's new film "Ernest Cole: Lost and Found," narrated in Cole's own words and voiced by LaKeith Stanfield. The film, which opens in theaters Friday, is laced throughout with Cole's photographs, many of them not before seen publicly.

    


As he did in his Oscar-nominated James Baldwin documentary "I Am Not Your Negro," the Haitian-born Peck shares screenwriting credit with his subject. "Ernest Cole: Lost and Found" is drawn from Cole's own writings. In words and images, Peck brings the tragic story of Cole to vivid life, reopening the lens through which Cole so perceptively saw injustice and humanity. 




"Film is a political tool for me," Peck said in a recent interview over lunch in Manhattan. "My job is to go to the widest audience possible and try to give them something to help them understand where they are, what they are doing, what role they are playing. It's about my fight today. I don't care about the past."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Ernest Cole: Lost and Found" is a movie layered with meaning that goes beyond Cole's work. It asks questions not just about the societies Cole documented but of how he was treated as an artist, drawing uncomfortable parallels between apartheid and post-Jim Crow America. In the U.S., Cole was given a Ford Foundation grant to capture Black life in rural and urban areas, but he struggled to find a foothold professionally. Some editors said his images lacked "edge."

    


In 2017, more than 60,000 of Cole's 35mm film negatives were discovered in a bank vault in Stockholm, Sweden. Much of that material, including thousands of photographs Cole took in the U.S., was believed lost. Answers for how they had gotten there, and why they hadn't been known about earlier were hard to come by. "Lost and Found" portrays the struggle of Cole's estate to acquire the collection. Only on the eve of the film's Cannes Film Festival premiere in May did the bank finally announce the handover of most materials to the estate.
What those photographs reveal is an artist who made much more than indelible images of apartheid life. Cole's early photographs, published in 1967, offered one of the most illustrative and damning portraits of apartheid to Western eyes, including a widely reproduced photograph of a middle-aged woman sitting on a park bench that read "European's only." But he was an equally astute and sensitive observer of the segregations, and multicultural joys, of American life. 

    


"It's a matter of survival," Stanfield narrates as Cole. "Steal every moment."
For Peck, the themes of "Ernest Cole: Lost and Found" are deeply personal. The 71-year-old filmmaker, a former minister of culture in Haiti, has spent much of his artistic life also away from his native country, in Berlin, Paris and New York. He dedicates the movie "to those who died in exile."
"When I say that, that's most of my friends," he says. "I recognize all the steps. When you take a contact sheet, I see myself."
For some four decades, Peck has made some of the most urgent films, in both fiction (including 2000's "Lumumba," about the exiled Congo leader) and non-fiction (including last year's "Silver Dollar Road" ). But he has rarely not employed both narrative and documentary elements in films that take their own shape -- movies less interested in genre distinctions than they are pursuing unexamined truths.
That's made Peck an increasingly exceptional figure in a documentary world that's become more and more dominated by glossier, less probing films for streaming platforms.

    


"It's gotten worse. There's less money so young people are desperate and accept stuff that my generation would never accept," Peck says. "The whole industry has changed. I knew another world, and I recognize it's not that anymore."
Peck is currently editing a documentary on George Orwell. Like "Ernest Cole: Lost and Found," it will be told totally in Orwell's words. A few days after the U.S. election, Peck was working to update a moment in the film that touches on President-elect Donald Trump. Peck has been astonished at how prescient Orwell was on so many current issues -- misinformation, AI, social media, the refugee crisis.

"He was a really incredible critic of history and how history is even told," says Peck. "Before plunging into it, I did not realize how sharp he was about what's going on today."
"To me," he adds, "a film has value if it's talking to us today."
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                    This combination of photos shows GloRilla performing at the Austin City Limits Music Festival in Texas on Oct. 13, 2023, Lil Wayne performing at the 2018 Firefly Music Festival in Dover, Del., on June 16, 2018, center, and Camila Cabello performs on NBC's "Today" show in New York on April 12, 2022. (AP Photo)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Lil Wayne, GloRilla and Camila Cabello are gearing up to make their presence felt in a festive concert series leading up to college football's national championship game. 
The College Football Playoff announced Thursday that the hitmakers will headline the AT&T Playoff Playlist Live! starting Jan. 18 at the State Farm Arena in Atlanta. The two-night series will be held before the College Football Playoff National Championship on Jan. 20, the same day as the presidential inauguration and the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday. 
"The incredible lineup at this year's AT&T Playoff Playlist Live! will create unforgettable experiences in Atlanta, where sports and music thrive together," said Mark Wright, vice president of media services and sponsorships at AT&T. "It's the perfect way to kick off the championship weekend and keep the exhilaration alive for fans, no matter which team they're rooting for." 

    


Hip-hop stars Lil Wayne and GloRilla will hit the stage Jan. 18. Singers Camila Cabello, Myles Smith and Knox are expected to perform Jan. 19.

Along with the concert series, country music artists Kane Brown and Ashley Cooke will perform at the Allstate Championship Tailgate, which will kick off game day festivities. The tailgate performance will take place outside the Mercedes-Benz Stadium in the Georgia International Plaza and The Home Depot Backyard. 
Championship game ticket holders will have access to the tailgate concert.
Tickets for the Playoff Playlist Live! series will go on sale Nov. 25 at 10 a.m. ET.
Previous concert series performers include Lenny Kravitz, Jack Harlow, Latto, Saweetie, Pitbull, Doja Cat, Usher, Meghan Trainor and Sting.
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