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Federal Inquiry Traced Payments From Gaetz to Women

A document prepared by federal investigators bolsters claims by women who say they were hired for sex by Matt Gaetz, President-elect Donald J. Trump's choice for attorney general, who denies wrongdoing.

The Justice Department declined to charge former Representative Matt Gaetz with a crime after its investigation, and the related documents have remained secret. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Michael S. Schmidt



Nov 20, 2024 at 10:42 PM

Follow updates on Trump's cabinet and staff picks.

Federal investigators have established a web of payments among Matt Gaetz and dozens of friends and associates who are said to have taken part with him in drug-fueled sex parties, according to a document obtained by The New York Times.

Among those who received money from Mr. Gaetz were two women who have testified that he hired them for sex, according to the document and a lawyer for the two women. The lawyer said payments to the women ultimately totaled around $10,000.

The document obtained by The Times was assembled by federal investigators during a sex-trafficking investigation into Mr. Gaetz, who is President-elect Donald J. Trump's choice for attorney general. It shows how Mr. Gaetz and a friend sent thousands of dollars through Venmo to dozens of people who, according to testimony that is said to have been given to federal and congressional investigators, were involved in sex parties from 2017 to 2020.

Among those who received payment from Mr. Gaetz's friend, the document shows, was another woman who, according to people familiar with details of the case, was 17 when she attended one of the parties.

Mr. Gaetz, 42, represented Florida in Congress from 2017 until last week. He has vehemently denied any wrongdoing, and the federal investigation was closed by the Justice Department without any charges against him. Vice President-elect JD Vance accompanied Mr. Gaetz to Capitol Hill on Wednesday in an effort to build support for his nomination from Republican senators, some of whom have expressed doubt that he is confirmable.

The document was obtained by the House Ethics Committee, which met on Wednesday amid growing pressure to release a report it has compiled on Mr. Gaetz but deadlocked on whether to do so.

Titled "VENMO TRANSACTIONS BETWEEN ALL INDIVIDUALS AS OF 09/14/20," the document uses thumbnail photos of Mr. Gaetz, dozens of women and several other men to show how payments flowed between them. Lines with arrows connect the men and the women, showing, among other things, how much Mr. Gaetz and his associates paid the women.

A diagram obtained by The New York Times shows how federal investigators mapped out payments between Mr. Gaetz, his associates and women. The Times has redacted the names and images of most of the individuals who were originally included.


Because the department declined to charge Mr. Gaetz with a crime, the documents amassed during the investigation have remained secret, as the department almost never releases materials that law enforcement agencies develop in investigations in which no charges are brought. But a copy of the chart was obtained by the House Ethics Committee during its own wide-ranging investigation into Mr. Gaetz's conduct, including whether he had sex with the then-17-year-old.

Steven Cheung, the communications director for Mr. Trump, blamed the Justice Department for disclosure of the document, which he claimed was classified even though it has no classified markings and does not relate to national security.

"This purposeful leaking of classified investigative materials is the sort of politicized D.O.J. weaponization that Matt Gaetz will end," Mr. Cheung said. "The Justice Department investigated Gaetz for years, failed to find a crime and are now leaking material with false information to smear the next attorney general."

The chart does not say what the payments were for, nor does it show that Mr. Gaetz made a payment to the 17-year-old girl. But the chart shows payments the authorities believed Mr. Gaetz and his associates made to other women, including the two whose lawyer has said they testified to the House Ethics Committee that they had sex with Mr. Gaetz in exchange for money.

It has been publicly known for several years that women have claimed that Mr. Gaetz paid them for sex. Shortly after The New York Times revealed the existence of the federal sex trafficking investigation into Mr. Gaetz in 2021, it reported that investigators were focusing on Mr. Gaetz's involvement with multiple women who were recruited online for sex and how they received payments.

The Times reported at the time that it had reviewed receipts from Cash App, a mobile payments app, and Apple Pay showing how Mr. Gaetz and Joel Greenberg, his associate and friend, had paid one of the women for sex with them.

The charts show different payments, all through Venmo, and provide the first documentary evidence from inside the federal investigation, showing how investigators examined Mr. Gaetz's activities in meticulous detail, tracking not just his payments but also those of a large network of people said to have been involved in the parties.

 Obtained by The New York Times


The lawyer, Joel Leppard, said that two women he represents testified before the House committee that Mr. Gaetz had paid them in exchange for sex. One of the women said that she had witnessed Mr. Gaetz having sex with the 17-year-old but that she did not believe Mr. Gaetz thought the girl was under 18, according to Mr. Leppard.

The chart shows that one of Mr. Leppard's clients received $4,025.27 and the other $3,500. It does not show the dates of the payments. Those amounts appear to be figures that combine several payments the women received from Mr. Gaetz; Mr. Leppard said that the women were typically paid $200 to $500 for each encounter with Mr. Gaetz.

Mr. Leppard confirmed in a telephone interview that his clients had received Venmo payments from Mr. Gaetz. Some of his remarks about the payments were reported earlier by ABC News.

Mr. Leppard said that along with Venmo payments, his clients had received money from Mr. Gaetz on PayPal. He said that he initially thought that his clients had received the amounts listed in the chart but said that when his clients were interviewed by the House committee, it turned out that the panel had obtained other evidence that showed additional payments.

Records the committee had, he said, showed payments from Mr. Gaetz to one of his clients totaling around $6,000, and showed payments to the other of $4,000.

He said he believed the committee had obtained the payment information by sending subpoenas to Venmo and PayPal.

The chart also helps to solidify the testimony of Mr. Gaetz's now-former friend and chief accuser, Mr. Greenberg, a former local tax collector from Florida.

He cooperated with the Justice Department in the federal investigation, telling the authorities about how he and Mr. Gaetz both had sex with the 17-year-old, although he said they believed she was over 18. Mr. Greenberg pleaded guilty in 2021 to an array of charges -- including sex trafficking -- and agreed to cooperate against Mr. Gaetz. He was later sentenced to 11 years in prison.

The chart shows that Mr. Greenberg paid the 17-year-old girl $450.

 Obtained by The New York Times


And it demonstrates that despite an unwillingness by the Justice Department to hand over to the House committee much of the evidence it developed about Mr. Gaetz during its investigation, the panel was able to obtain some of the information that investigators gathered as prosecutors weighed whether to charge Mr. Gaetz.

The House committee sought a range of information from the Justice Department about Mr. Gaetz but was repeatedly rebuffed.

Devlin Barrett contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/20/us/politics/matt-gaetz-venmo-payments-sex.html
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Is the Northeast Entering Its Wildfire Era?

The New York region is unlikely to ever have as many brush fires as out West. But residents need to be ready for more droughts.

The Jennings Creek wildfire, along a mountainous border between New York and New Jersey, has been burning for 12 days. The 5,300-acre blaze is now mostly contained.  Dakota Santiago for The New York Times



By Hilary Howard



Nov 20, 2024 at 08:00 AM

Rocky and Ren Hazelman run a chicken farm in West Milford, N.J., about 10 miles south from the Jennings Creek wildfire along the state's border with New York.

Their 2,000 chickens require about 150 gallons of water daily, and the couple usually has no trouble collecting the needed rainwater for the job. But that is no longer possible: An extraordinarily dry fall has brought some of the worst drought conditions in the region in decades.

The weather extremes caused by global warming, which are making it harder for the Hazelmans to tend to their flock, are the same ones draining reservoirs and sparking wildfires across the Northeast, like the 5,300-acre Jennings blaze, which is now mostly contained, down the road from their farm.

The Northeast will almost certainly never experience the scale of wildfires seen in more rural Western states. But experts say that the region should prepare for more periodic droughts, which will increase the risk of fires, because of the weather-distorting effects of greenhouse gases.


Sudden and extreme shifts from wet to dry seasons, which will become increasingly common as the world heats up, experts said, feed a cycle of vegetation growth that then dries out rapidly, providing ample fuel for fires.

"We started the year with the wettest conditions in 40-plus years, which made for a lot of lush vegetation," said Bill Kirk, the chief executive of Weathertrends360, a company that provides long-term weather forecasts. But since June, he said, the region has been the driest it has been in more than four decades. Mr. Kirk predicted that dry conditions in the Northeast would continue into 2025.

Rocky Hazelman tends to some 2,000 chickens, which require about 150 gallons of water every day, on his farm in West Milford, N.J. The drought has caused his cistern and storage tanks, which collect rain water, to go dry.  Bryan Anselm for The New York Times


New Jersey and southern New York, including New York City, are under a drought warning, the last step before mandatory water restrictions are put into place, while Connecticut is under a drought advisory, which does not require conservation efforts among residents.

The last time New York City officials were this concerned about drought conditions was more than 20 years ago, when officials eventually instituted a drought emergency and mandatory restrictions. 

The last meaningful rainfall in the region was more than 90 days ago. Since Oct. 1, the New York City area has received about a quarter-inch. The city's reservoirs, which typically at this time of year would be at close to 80 percent capacity, are down to about 60 percent. In central New Jersey one reservoir that serves over a million residents is more than half-empty.

Rainfall that is expected to begin late Wednesday and last into Thursday is "not a drought buster, but it will help," forecasters with the National Weather Service in New York City said. Moderate to heavy rainfall may occur after midnight and into the Thursday morning commute, with totals reaching an inch or a little bit higher.

The precipitation will begin to address what is roughly an eight-inch deficit of the rainfall usually seen in the New York City area this time of year, weather experts said.

Currently, more than two-thirds of the United States is experiencing abnormally dry conditions, and about 40 percent of the country -- over 149 million acres -- is in a drought, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor.

"The weather whiplash we've seen is more likely to happen in a warmer world," said Matthew Rodell, a hydrologist with the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md. Rising heat, fueled by burning fossil fuels, can supercharge weather events -- including storms and droughts -- making them more intense, he said.

As humans continue adding greenhouse gases like methane and carbon dioxide to the atmosphere, experts say, temperatures will continue to rise, which will drive extreme weather events like droughts, wildfires and floods.

"When it's warmer, the air is thirstier," Dr. Rodell said, so it pulls more moisture out of the soil and plants, drying them out faster. He predicts more frequent and severe droughts in the future across the globe, including in the Northeast.

In recent weeks, some 860 wildfires have burned across New York, New Jersey and Connecticut.  Bryan Anselm for The New York Times


Since early October, the dry conditions have sparked some 860 wildfires across New York, New Jersey and Connecticut, burning thousands of acres and causing the deaths of two emergency workers. The two largest fires this summer and fall were in New Jersey, the fastest-warming state in the Northeast and the one facing the most extreme drought conditions.

New York City has had more than 270 brush fires this month alone, the most in the city's history. In response, city officials announced its first-ever Brush Fire Task Force this week. The blazes have caused no serious injuries or property damage. Still, it has been startling to residents of a city unaccustomed to wildfires to see Prospect Park in Brooklyn and Inwood Hill Park in Manhattan on fire.

The two-acre fire in Prospect Park harmed numerous trees and destroyed various native species. "It was devastating to see this treasured woodland almost destroyed," Morgan Monaco, the president of the Prospect Park Alliance, a nonprofit, said. It was yet another sign of climate change: A little over a year ago, sudden flooding turned much of the park's central lawn into something akin to the Colorado River, Ms. Monaco said.

In New Jersey, the Forest Fire Service has responded to more than 530 fires since early October, more than 10 times the number in the same period last year. Bone-dry conditions in the state, which has seen more fires than neighboring New York or Connecticut, have allowed one blaze in Tabernacle, a township east of Philadelphia, to burn continually since July 4, feeding off tree roots underground.

"We have never experienced conditions like this," said Bill Donnelly, chief of the fire service. Across the country, burned acreage has more than tripled between last year and this year, to over eight million acres.

Residents in the New York region, most of whom are already familiar with heavy snowstorms, flooding and gusty Nor'easters, should consider incorporating more drought and fire readiness into their lives, experts said.

It might be time to do the kind of fire safety planning in the Northeast that is more common in California, said Alistair Hayden, a professor in the department of public and ecosystem health at Cornell University. That means keeping flammable items, like bushes and wooden fences, away from homes, as well as from roads and infrastructure. "You don't want flaming trees falling across your evacuation route," he said.

More training and resources will be needed for emergency responders as well. New York State's forest rangers, 35 of whom have worked the Jennings Creek blaze so far, "do not have the manpower to respond to something of this nature," said Major Robert Rogers, a forest ranger for the state and an incident commander for the Jennings fire. He called the blaze "one of the largest fires in New York in probably over a century."

The state's forest rangers are working with local volunteers, several state agencies and fire departments, as well as wildland firefighters from the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in Montana, who arrived last week, as part of a federal emergency response system.

Regions can request more resources to combat wildfires -- be it fire personnel or equipment -- through the National Interagency Coordination Center, a federal agency based in Boise, Idaho, which deployed the tribal crew from Montana to New York.

The center also dispatches the roughly 18,000 federal emergency responders from agencies like the Bureau of Land Management and the United States Forest Service, said Luke Mayfield, the president of Grassroots Wildland Firefighters, a nonprofit.

There will be a need for more wildland firefighters in the future, Mr. Mayfield said.

"Wildland fire wasn't supposed to be a year-round career," he said. "It was supposed to be something that happened rarely or seasonally that you could do as a side hustle." Fire seasons, he explained, have turned into fire years.

On his chicken farm, Mr. Hazelman has experienced both heavy rainfall and drought conditions within the last 12 months. 

He has mitigated for both, building out ditches to divert storm water away from his buildings and animals while installing the cistern and tanks to collect that same storm water for the dry spells.

Still, the Hazelmans find themselves making compromises. A few weeks ago, they stopped watering their 200 mums across the 70-acre property in order to conserve water for the livestock. They are also worried about the smoke from the fire damaging their 18 beehives. "It's hard to hold out," Mr. Hazelman said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/20/nyregion/new-york-wildfires-drought.html
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Harris Loss Has Democrats Fighting Over How to Talk About Transgender Rights

Kamala Harris left Donald J. Trump's anti-transgender attack ads largely unanswered. Some Democrats call it political malpractice.

Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign's decision not to rebut attacks from Donald J. Trump has landed in the center of a contentious debate over the role transgender issues played in her party's losses around the country. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Adam Nagourney and Nicholas Nehamas



Nov 20, 2024 at 10:04 AM

In the weeks before Election Day, aides to Kamala Harris could see in campaign polling that Donald J. Trump's attacks on Ms. Harris's support for transgender rights were driving away swing voters.

Struggling to put together a rebuttal, they produced a series of ads arguing that Mr. Trump was trying to distract from more important issues. Some of the spots noted that the policy Mr. Trump was seizing on, taxpayer-funded gender-transition surgery for inmates, was in place when he was president.

But none of the messages significantly swayed voters when the ads were tested with focus groups, according to four former Harris campaign aides who spoke on the condition of anonymity.

After a sharp, internal debate, the campaign shelved the ads. Instead, it settled on an anodyne television spot that showed the vice president condemning "negative ads" without mentioning Mr. Trump's transgender attacks.

Since Ms. Harris's defeat, her campaign's decision has landed in the center of a contentious debate over how large a role transgender issues played in her party's losses around the country. Several prominent Democrats said Ms. Harris's relative silence was a damaging concession to Mr. Trump -- and evidence that the campaign was so out of step with Americans' views that it did not appreciate the potency of the ads.

"Malpractice was committed by that campaign," said Ed Rendell, a Democratic former governor of Pennsylvania and former chairman of the Democratic National Committee. Mr. Rendell said he was so alarmed by the Trump attacks that he called top Harris campaign advisers, pleading for them to respond directly.

"They saw the ad, they knew it was being bought in heavy quantities," he said. "Where were they? What were they thinking?"

That view has faced vocal pushback from some Democrats, particularly on the left, who warn against pinning Ms. Harris's loss on her position on transgender rights. In a year when voters were so concerned about the economy and unhappy with President Biden, they argue, there is little hard evidence that transgender issues had a significant impact on the results.

"I never heard it anywhere on the campaign trail," said Representative Mark Pocan of Wisconsin, a Democrat. Mr. Pocan said that scapegoating a small and vulnerable group was "the ultimate misdirection" -- and that the party instead needed to address its failure to deliver on the economic concerns of working-class voters.

Representative Mark Pocan said the Democratic Party instead needed to address its failure to deliver on the economic concerns of working-class voters rather than focusing on transgender rights. Narayan Mahon for The New York Times


But for Democrats now turning to rebuild after a demoralizing and decisive loss, the question of how the party deals with transgender rights has emerged as a challenge for the years ahead. Democrats are divided as they watch what many see as a matter of basic human rights become part of the Republican arsenal.

What is taking place is both an autopsy of the Harris campaign strategy and a debate over key questions about the future. Does the party need to adjust its messaging before the 2026 midterm elections and the 2028 presidential race? Should transgender people's access to health care or sports teams be embraced as the kind of civil rights cause Democrats have championed for generations? Should the party allow for more dissent and open discussion, as Representative Seth Moulton, a Massachusetts Democrat, argued after the election?

Republicans clearly see a political opportunity. The Trump campaign spent more than $37 million on television ads that invoked transgender issues, nearly 20 percent of its overall ad budget, according to data provided by AdImpact, an organization that tracks political ad placement and spending.

Republicans also deployed advertisements on transgender issues in Senate races. In Ohio, Republicans attacked Senator Sherrod Brown by saying he supported "allowing trans biological men in girls' locker rooms." Mr. Brown, unlike Ms. Harris, responded with his own ad, calling that claim "a complete lie." (He lost his seat.)

Ms. Harris could not dismiss the Trump attacks so easily. Mr. Trump's most prominent ad used a 5-year-old video clip of Ms. Harris saying that "every transgender inmate in the prison system would have access" to taxpayer-funded gender transitions. "Kamala is for they/them. President Trump is for you," an announcer said.

In an interview, Senator John Fetterman, a Pennsylvania Democrat, denounced political attacks on transgender people. But the Trump campaign ad, he acknowledged, amounted to a "brilliant type of political messaging" that cast Republicans as focused on "you" and the Democrats as overly attuned to issues that did not affect the lives of many Americans.

"How can you sum up 'woke' in one commercial?" Mr. Fetterman said. "Try and top that."

Senator John Fetterman supporting Ms. Harris at a campaign stop in Pennsylvania in September. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


Mr. Trump's attacks on transgender rights came from a familiar playbook. For nearly 50 years, Republicans have seized on divisive social issues that touch a nerve with the public but are often underestimated by Democrats. They typically focus on an issue that affects a small minority of Americans -- but can be used to cast a candidate as out of touch.

Mr. Trump's message tapped into some Americans' unease about changing gender norms, particularly as the issues were framed by the Republican presidential candidate. At his rallies, he mocked transgender female athletes, and, later in the campaign, claimed -- falsely -- that schools had conducted transition surgery on students without informing their parents.

It is difficult to know how effective these attacks were. The issue was far from the top concern mentioned by voters in polls before Election Day: It trailed well behind the economy and immigration. In a Gallup poll, voters ranked transgender rights as the least important of 22 issues in the 2024 election. Only about 1 percent of Americans identify as transgender, according to Gallup.

But pollsters said it might have played a less obvious and still significant role: For one thing, Mr. Trump used it to reach his core base of voters, who turned out for him in strong numbers on Election Day.

"That's what Republicans do very, very well," said Cornell Belcher, a Democratic pollster. "They keep their vote energized and mobilized."

The attacks might also have had an impact on swing voters in indirect and subtle ways. Part of the Trump campaign's aim was to portray Ms. Harris, whose election would have broken gender and racial barriers to the White House, as out of the mainstream, analysts from both parties said.

"That was the headline: That she is 'other,'" Mr. Belcher said. "That entire ad says, 'She is not one of us. She doesn't share our values. She's scary.' It's not just transgender people: It's all Americans who are not quote-unquote, traditional Americans."

Americans have nuanced and sometimes contradictory views in the debates over transgender rights. And the positions of many Democrats on critical issues -- such as support for minors using puberty-blocking medications and surgery to transition -- are not in line with many Americans.

Roughly 55 percent of voters said support for transgender rights in government and society has gone too far, according to AP VoteCast. More than 60 percent of adults say transgender women and girls should not be allowed to compete in sports with other women and girls, a Washington Post-KFF poll found. And strong majorities oppose minors' using medications or hormone treatments, according to the Post-KFF poll.

At the same time, more than 60 percent of Americans support protecting transgender people from discrimination, according to the Pew Research Center. Most also oppose the government banning gender-affirming care for minors, including medication and surgery, Gallup found.

For Democrats, a central question is how much these issues will be used by Republicans in future presidential campaigns -- as well as whether they will prove to be effective as the issue becomes more familiar to Americans.

Public attitudes on social debates have historically evolved with time. In 2004, the campaign of George W. Bush tapped into opposition to same-sex marriage as a way to rally conservative voters and turn independent voters against Democrats. Two decades later, gay marriage is almost a mainstream position.

Representative Sara Jacobs, a California Democrat, said that rather than ignoring the issue, she believes Democrats must make a proactive case to dispel the fears of voters, as they did in the fights against same-sex marriage bans.

Representative Sara Jacobs said that Democrats must make a proactive case to dispel the fears of voters, as they did in the fights against same-sex marriage bans. Paul Morigi/Getty Images for CARE


And for all the attention on Mr. Trump's use of the issue, voters elected the first transgender member of Congress this year: Sarah McBride, a Democrat from Delaware. (Even before Ms. McBride was sworn in, Representative Nancy Mace, a South Carolina Republican, said she would introduce a measure to bar transgender women from using women's rooms and changing rooms in the Capitol complex.)

Democrats positioning themselves for the 2028 presidential race are looking for lessons from the Harris campaign.

The Trump ads on transgender surgeries for inmates were among the most damaging attacks on the vice president -- although not as potent as the messages about the economy, crime and immigration -- said the campaign officials, who asked for anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss internal deliberations. The campaign's research concluded that the ads made voters think that Ms. Harris was focusing on things they did not care about, instead of the economy, their top priority.

After testing several response ads with focus groups and online panels, the campaign ultimately resorted to smaller-scale direct rebuttals, including digital ads that focused on the Trump administration policy that also paid for transition surgeries. And it ran ads on search engines that would appear if people searched for more information about Mr. Trump's attacks.

The aides did not say whether Ms. Harris weighed in on the discussion.

But largely the campaign decided the best response was changing the subject. Meg Schwenzfeier, the chief analytics officer for the Harris campaign, said the vice president's team determined its economic message was the most effective answer.

"In all of our quantitative and qualitative research on this ad, our best-testing responses pivoted to the economy," Ms. Schwenzfeier said. "These responses not only neutralized the attack but actually moved people towards us -- because they showed voters that the vice president did care about you."

Exit polls show the vice president did not win the economic argument. More than half of voters said they trusted Mr. Trump, rather than Ms. Harris, to handle the economy.

In this charged post-election environment, the Trump attacks are outliving the campaign. Activists and others who work with transgender people, particularly transgender youths, say the political debate has resulted in a spike in reports of cyberbullying, online harassment and family tensions.

"I can talk about the harm caused as evidenced by a surge of calls to our crisis line," said Jaymes Black, the chief executive of the Trevor Project, which focuses on suicide prevention among L.G.B.T.Q. youths. "This peddling of the negative stereotypes exacerbates the mental crisis of our young people."

Katie Glueck and Ruth Igielnik contributed reporting. Kitty Bennett contributed research.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/20/us/politics/presidential-campaign-transgender-rights.html
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Russia Intensifies Assaults on an Exhausted Ukraine

Overextended Ukrainian forces lack manpower and artillery against Russian forces willing to absorb staggering casualties.

An artillery unit of the Ukrainian military's 68th Jaeger Brigade fires a howitzer at Russian positions outside a town in Donbas in October.



By Marc Santora
Photographs by Tyler Hicks
Marc Santora and Tyler Hicks reported from the front in eastern Ukraine.


Nov 20, 2024 at 10:03 AM

A small band of Ukrainian soldiers was trapped. They were holding the line on the battlefield, but Russian forces had managed to creep in behind their trench and encircle them.

"Even if the position holds, supplies -- ammunition, provisions -- eventually run out," Capt. Viacheslav, the 30-year-old commander of an elite drone unit, said last week as he monitored events from an outpost a few miles away in eastern Ukraine. "Any vehicle attempting to reach these positions will be ambushed."

"We are always getting stuck in these kinds of tough situations," he said.

As the war in Ukraine enters its fourth winter and the first snowfall blankets cratered fields strewed with bodies, the situations are only growing tougher for Ukrainian forces.

Paramedics from the 110th Separate Mechanized Brigade working to stabilize wounded soldiers from the front line, outside Kurakove in October.


Gen. Oleksandr Syrsky, Ukraine's top military commander, recently said his forces were fighting to hold back "one of the most powerful Russian offensives from launching a full-scale invasion." 

Ukraine got a boost on Sunday when the United States, after months of pressure from Kyiv, said it had granted permission for Ukraine to use American-provided weapons to fire deeper into Russia. On Tuesday,  they used American-made ballistic missiles, called ATACMS (for Army Tactical Missile System), in an attack on a munitions depot in Russia.

But the election of Donald J. Trump to the American presidency this month injected an extra dose of uncertainty over the fate of the Ukrainian war effort. 

While questions over whether the United States would continue to provide robust military support to Ukraine have resulted in a frenzy of diplomatic activity around the world, nowhere will those decisions be felt more acutely than on the front lines, where beleaguered Ukrainian troops are engaged in a fierce and bloody defense of their land.

Outnumbered by more than six to one along some stretches of the front, soldiers and commanders say they are hindered by a lack of combat infantry after years of heavy fighting and, just as important, by a shortage of experienced platoon and company commanders to lead untested recruits into battle. That has led to a fraying of Ukraine's lines that has allowed Russia to make its largest gains since the first weeks of the war.

"Brigades that have been fighting for a long time are simply worn out," Captain Viacheslav said, echoing concerns voiced by more than a dozen commanders and soldiers interviewed along the front last week.

An infantry soldier at a frontline position outside Toretsk, in Donetsk.


The soldiers, identified only by their first names in accordance with military protocol, said they were speaking publicly about problems in the hopes of driving home the urgency of the moment to the military and civilian leadership as well as the public.

"We're stretched thin," Captain Viacheslav said. "People need to step up and serve. There's no other way."

As well as being short of personnel, Ukraine lacks the medium- and long-range weapons needed to conduct a consistent and effective campaign aimed at Russian logistics, command and control centers and other key targets.

More than a dozen Ukrainian soldiers on the front noted a marked decrease in artillery fire from their side in recent weeks, including the U.S.-made multiple rocket launching system known as HIMARS.

"HIMARS -- I barely hear them at all anymore. They're almost nonexistent," said Sgt. Maj. Dmytro, a 33-year-old drone operator and company leader. "If we had more munitions, it could compensate for the lack of people."

Given the shortage of artillery, drones now account for 80 percent or more of enemy losses along much of the front, commanders said.

That has made the drone operators prized targets. "It's a constant struggle for survival -- every day is a question of luck," Sergeant Major Dmytro said.

A Ukrainian soldier from the 38th Separate Marine Brigade carrying a shell to a field gun being fired at the advancing Russian Army on Saturday.


A veteran drone pilot and platoon leader, Sgt, Maj. Vasyl, said the Russians were even dropping thousand-pound guided bombs to try to take out small drone teams, with one falling just a few hundred feet from his position last week.

"If they detect a drone operator, everything is thrown at us," he said.

But drones alone, soldiers said, will not stabilize defensive lines.

"Nothing can replace infantry," Captain Viacheslav said, adding that drones "cannot realistically stop the enemy."

Russian forces are concentrating much of their efforts on capturing the last Ukrainian stronghold in the southern Donetsk region, Kurakhove, and opening a path to attack the strategic city of Pokrovsk from the south.

At the moment, Russia is still a long way from achieving the Kremlin's aims of seizing Ukraine's two most easternmost regions, Luhansk and Donetsk.

An artillery unit of the 68th Jaeger Brigade fires near Selydove, Donbas.


Despite their struggles, Ukrainian forces continue to make the Russians pay a high price for every advance, using their fleet of drones to slow the Russian onslaught.

"Our pilots and everyone working here knows that if we don't stop them while they're advancing, they'll reach our positions 100 percent, and a gunfight will begin," said Sergeant Major Vasyl. "It's relentless: 24/7."

He said he had taken part in some of the deadliest battles of the war but that the intensity of the Russian assaults in the southern Donbas was unlike anything he had witnessed.

"Once, they dropped off 30 infantry soldiers from an armored personnel carrier, and we took them all out in one spot," Sergeant Major Vasyl said. "Another A.P.C. came in immediately after and unloaded 30 more soldiers. We lost count of how many times they sent more troops to the same spot. In half a day of fighting, the Russians lost more than 200 men."

"In another six-hour clash," he added, "we recorded a record 132 infantry killed."

"These are staggering numbers," Captain Viacheslav said.

But at the end of each engagement, the Russians took the land.

"If they're willing to lose that many men just to advance, I'm not sure what could stop them," he said.

A soldier from the 38th Separate Marine Brigade moving branches to hide a field gun after firing at the Russian Army near Pokrovsk on Saturday.


His claims of Russian fatalities could not be independently verified.

Ukraine does not provide casualty figures, but soldiers say they also suffer grievous losses in each clash. Russian drone pilots attack them with the same ferocity with which the Ukrainians attack the Russians. The relentless attempts by Russia to storm Ukrainian trenches lead to deadly close-quarter combat that can favor the larger attacking side. And Russia has used its advantage in the air to pound Ukrainian fortifications with powerful guided bombs.

The Ukrainian soldiers shared drone video documenting the recent battles and allowed The New York Times to watch live video being streamed from the front at a command post a few miles away. Drone pilots targeted one group of Russian soldiers one after another, hour after hour.

While it was not possible to verify the precise death tolls, the scores of lifeless Russian soldiers scattered across fields, tree lines and roadsides offered a gruesome window into the extraordinary violence playing out across hundreds of miles of the front every day.

Ukrainian soldiers said the best way to stop the Russian advances was not by engaging in head-on clashes -- which would always favor the larger Russian forces -- but by weakening the enemy's combat capabilities.

The lack of artillery compromises that effort. With no signs of the Russian offensive easing, Ukraine is racing to fortify defensive lines across the front. Tree lines are being cut down to limit places the Russians can hide. Tank traps are being dug deep into the ground. New trenches branch off from roadsides in all directions. And fertile fields are lined by concrete dragon's teeth and seeded with mines.

But troops are still needed to fill the trenches.

The 38th Separate Marine Brigade, with a self-propelled howitzer, is fighting to hold back the Russian Army as it tries to occupy Pokrovsk and just to the east, Myrnohrad.


Brigades normally charged with controlling a five-kilometer stretch of land are sometimes asked to hold a line two or three times as long, soldiers said.

When reinforcements are added, they lack combat experience, and each passing month, as Ukrainian losses mount, there are fewer battle-hardened veterans to help guide them.

Effective communication has also become an issue for Ukraine. When units from different brigades are dispatched to help fill gaps along the front, it can lead to a breakdown.

Junior Sgt. Denys, a drone operator working around Kurakhove, described an example of the problem.

When he detects enemy movement using a thermal imager, he only sees a heat signature.

"I don't see the uniform and insignia," he said.

To be sure he is not targeting friendly forces, he asks his commander if they have any troops in the area. But his commander needs to reach out to another battalion commander who in turn has to ask yet another.

"It takes time for this information to get back," he said.

Time, however, is not a luxury soldiers under assault can afford.

Ukrainian soldiers riding in the bed of a pickup truck in Andriivka, Ukraine, in early November.


Liubov Sholudko contributed reporting from eastern Ukraine.
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'Wicked' Fans Singing in Movie Theaters Are Anything but Popular

Some fans who have attended early screenings of the film adaptation of the hit Broadway musical have treated it as a singalong. Not everyone is thrilled.

Some fans have defied theater etiquette at screenings of "Wicked" by singing along with their favorite characters, such as Glinda, played by Ariana Grande. Universal Pictures



By Remy Tumin and Sara Ruberg



Nov 20, 2024 at 10:04 AM

Angela Weir went into a screening of "Wicked" on Monday night ready to be transported to the Land of Oz. But when Glinda (Ariana Grande) began to sing "Popular," one of the musical's early numbers, she was not the only one singing.

"It started slow. Then people heard each other -- it was like they encouraged each other," Weir said on Tuesday. "It was a beautiful scene, and then you're taken out of it."

As anticipation builds for the film's release on Friday, some fans who have attended early screenings have ignored theater norms to sing right along with their favorite characters, much to the chagrin and annoyance of other "Wicked" enthusiasts. Many have taken to social media to issue a strict edict: Shush.

As a debate grew on TikTok and Reddit, a possible solution emerged this week: For those who want to join in on the duet "What Is This Feeling?" between Grande and Cynthia Erivo, who plays Elphaba, more than 1,000 theaters across North America will host singalong screenings starting on Christmas Day.

A representative for Universal said the company would not comment on the debate, and the off-key serenades have continued in the meantime.

Weir, 35, said the singing at a screening in the suburbs of Charlotte, N.C., was particularly distracting during the movie's finale, when Elphaba belts out the show's most famous ballad, "Defying Gravity."

"There's this incredible last scene of the movie, and I wasn't even in it because I was so horrified that I could hear other people over Cynthia Erivo," she said. "That stunned me."

Weir, a product manager at a financial marketing firm, took to TikTok to warn other fans. Despite the background noise, she said, she loved the movie and planned to see it again later this week. She encouraged others to see it in a theater, too.


Some fans have said in comments on TikTok that they would wait until the initial rush waned before going to see "Wicked."

"It's so worthy of being on the big screen with big sound," Weir said. "The idea that fans are waiting to see it because people can't compose themselves is a bummer."

"Wicked" tells the story of "The Wizard of Oz" from the perspective of the witches of Oz, Glinda and Elphaba, before Dorothy and her ruby slippers arrive, and imagines a world in which the two witches are friends. It is adapted from the long-running Broadway musical, which opened in 2003 with Idina Menzel as Elphaba and Kristin Chenoweth as Glinda, and quickly became a smash hit that broke box office records.

A second installment of the film is expected next fall.

This isn't the first time in recent years that movie theater etiquette has been up for debate. In 2022, during screenings of "Minions: The Rise of Gru," groups of young people, calling themselves "GentleMinions," headed to cinemas dressed in suits.

Some theaters barred people who showed up in formal wear after some groups yelled and threw bananas during the film. (Some theaters also added special screenings for GentleMinions.)

Not everyone thinks the movie theater is just for viewing.

Leah Barnes, 28, a wedding planner and floral designer from York, Pa., said she identified as a "theater kid," having performed in school and college productions for 15 years. Though she has never seen the Broadway production of "Wicked," she has the soundtrack memorized.

Barnes said she cried the day she found out a "Wicked" movie was being released. Now, she's excited to sing her heart out alongside some "amazing theater kids" this Friday.

"People who just are judgmental in that way -- please wait to stream it," Barnes said. During the first two weeks of the release, she said, moviegoers should expect singing. "Don't go the first day and yell at people for singing, for sharing that kind of joy, when we've been waiting so long in anticipation for this movie."

Barnes's favorite song on the soundtrack is "For Good," about two people who change each other for the better, which she said she used to sing with her twin sister.

"You can't stop someone who loves it so much," she said.

Jordan Cray, 35, grew up loving "Wicked," and has found comfort in its soundtrack for years. When he notched his first year of sobriety, he listened to "Defying Gravity" and cried for two hours. He finally saw a live performance of the show in 2015.

But Cray is not interested in hearing anyone but the on-screen actors sing when he sees the movie in Maryland on Thursday. He went so far as to buy tickets for the seats immediately surrounding him so he could soundproof his experience to the best of his ability.


"There is a time and place for singing in movies," he said. "People need to practice theater etiquette and act as if you're at a Broadway show. You wouldn't sing at a Broadway show, so why would you sing at this movie?"

Cray, a digital creator, is looking forward to deepening his "Wicked" experience with the film.

"I feel like 'Wicked' raised me in a way," Cray said. "The story of being any type of other speaks to so many people. You always want to root for the underdog."
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Grieving Parents Ask: Should They Freeze Their Dead Son's Sperm?

In Israel, the military is now offering to preserve the sperm of soldiers killed in war. Parents and widows are struggling with the decision.

When Reef Harush was killed in Gaza last spring, his family decided to preserve his sperm.



By Emma Goldberg



Nov 20, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Avi Harush heard a knock on his door in early April and saw Israeli military officers outside. Instantly he knew that his son, Reef, a 20-year-old soldier who had been sent to Gaza, was dead. The officers gave him the news, and then asked an unexpected question: Did the family want doctors to extract and freeze his son's sperm? Mr. Harush was gutted with grief, but comforted by the notion of preserving a living memory of his child. He quickly agreed.

"It was something to hold on to, knowing that we would be able to have Reef's child," Mr. Harush said.

It has been more than a year since the start of the Israel-Hamas war. The deaths can be counted -- 43,000 Palestinians, 1,200 Israelis on Oct. 7 last year and some 400 soldiers since -- but each individual loss creates an immeasurable hole, leaving families bereft and communities shattered. Children become orphans, women become widows and parents are left childless.

In Israel, however, the government and military have instituted a new protocol since the war began that offers a kind of hope for bereaved families. The Israeli military, when notifying the family of a soldier's death, now immediately offers the option to have doctors retrieve and preserve the sperm of the deceased, a technology that was not used frequently before the war.

It's a measure inconceivable to grieving people in Gaza, where Israel's military campaign has nearly destroyed Gaza's health system, with hospitals "minimally functional" and doctors performing surgery without anesthesia.

The possibility of descendants from dead soldiers -- a new generation conceived from wartime loss -- has incited ethically heated and legally tangled debates.

There have been more than 200 cases of posthumous sperm retrievals in Israel since the start of the Israel-Hamas war, according to data collected in early November for the Ministry of Health by Dr. Talia Eldar-Geva, a fertility expert and physician. Because many of the soldiers were young and unmarried, the vast majority -- 81 percent -- are done at the request of parents.

Ukraine has also turned to fertility technology. Soldiers are freezing their sperm before battle, and Ukraine's Parliament passed a law this year allowing partners to use sperm posthumously.

Dr. Shimi Barda preserves the sperm of dead soldiers at a sperm bank in Tel Aviv. Ofir Berman for The New York Times


But some Israeli biomedical experts argue that posthumous sperm retrieval violates the medical autonomy of the soldiers, who typically did not give permission to have their sperm preserved. They also say it will create a generation of children born without ever having had a living father. One bioethics researcher wrote that even the decision to try to have a child through posthumous sperm retrieval could "reflect the person's failure to accept the finality of death."

"Being a parent is not just about passing your DNA to the next generation," said Gil Siegal, director of the Center for Health Law and Bioethics at Kiryat Ono College in Israel. "A lot of folks would say, 'If I'm not here to rear the child, why should I want that to happen?'"

Other Israeli lawyers maintain that the desires of the bereaved should be privileged over the unknown wishes of the dead.

"Let's hear the voice of the living," said Tamar Katz, who teaches law and bioethics at the Technion -- Israel Institute of Technology and is a legal expert on posthumous sperm retrieval. "No one knows what the dead would have said."

How Grieving Families Decide

The extraction technique is straightforward and dates back to 1980, when a doctor in California preserved the sperm of a young man who had become brain-dead after an automobile accident. Several countries, including France, Germany and Sweden, questioned whether a deceased person could provide consent and banned the procedure. There are no laws governing it in the United States, where hospitals set their own policies. (A 2016 survey of major academic medical centers found that roughly one quarter had policies on the procedure, with some requiring prior written consent from the deceased.)

To extract sperm, a physician conducts a biopsy on the corpse, removes a square of testicle tissue, removes sperm samples and freezes them in liquid nitrogen tanks. Sperm can remain viable for 24 to 48 hours after a man's death, according to doctors who perform the procedure, though the sooner it is retrieved, the more likely it is to lead to successful conception later, and the exact time frame of viability can vary widely.

In Israel, posthumous sperm extraction was first used in 2002 when parents asked permission from the Israeli Supreme Court to freeze the sperm of their 20-year-old son, Keivan Cohen, who had been killed during his military service by a sniper. Five years later, an Israeli civil court ruled that Mr. Cohen's parents could use the frozen sperm to produce a grandchild, and they interviewed some 200 women before selecting a surrogate mother.

Avi Harush decided to preserve the sperm of his son. "It was something to hold on to, knowing that we would be able to have Reef's child," he said. Ofir Berman for The New York Times


Until last year, Israeli families had to petition a court if they wanted to freeze sperm posthumously. After the start of the Israel-Hamas war, Israel's Ministry of Health, recognizing the brief window in which the sperm remains viable, waived that requirement.

For some families, simply agreeing to a sperm retrieval brings a modicum of comfort. They don't know whether they will ever use the genetic material, but the choice to preserve that possibility helps them feel connected to the family's future, not only to its past and gaping loss.

"If my son's girlfriend tells me, 'I want to use his sperm,' it will make me happy," said Avi Termin, whose son Shay, 28, was killed in southern Gaza last December. "I don't want to push her. I want to give her the chance to decide for herself if she wants to use his sperm or leave Shay's memory as it is."

Merav Ram is a grieving parent who was able to use the technology for her son Omri, a 28-year-old civilian who was killed on Oct. 7 when Hamas militants attacked concertgoers at the Nova Festival. Ms. Ram said deciding to preserve her son's sperm was a source of solace amid a larger crush of grief: "We said yes immediately. Omri always wanted to be a father."

While retrieving sperm posthumously no longer requires legal permission, using it to conceive a child does. Families and spouses must petition a civil court and offer substantial evidence that the deceased wanted to have a child, whether in the form of diary entries, iPhone notes or something else. The standard of proof is far higher for parents, and cases can take up to 12 years, according to Irit Rosenblum, an Israeli fertility lawyer.

Israel's Parliament could consider a law on using posthumous sperm for conception, but lawyers say this is unlikely to happen before the war ends.

"This kind of legislation requires somewhat of a distant perspective," said Dr. Siegal, the bioethics expert. "Our pain is too strong right now."

'A Big Ethical Question'

Dr. Shimi Barda and Dr. Noga Fuchs Weizman have conducted dozens of posthumous sperm retrievals since the beginning of the war. They work at Tel Aviv's Sourasky Medical Center, which has one of the largest sperm banks in Israel. Dr. Fuchs Weizman does the biopsy and removal of testicle tissue, and Dr. Barda retrieves and preserves the sperm. In a profession focused on reproduction, both said operating on dead bodies was wrenching. They have found themselves leaving the faces of the corpses covered and trying not to connect the procedures they do to the obituaries and photos of dead soldiers that they see in the news.

While Dr. Fuchs Weizman knows that she is bringing some comfort to grieving families, she has also wrestled with ethical unease.

"I understand that what we're doing is amazing for the families -- it helps them to deal with grief and gives them a chance of some hope and continuity -- but I also grapple with the fact that we don't know what those soldiers would have wanted," she said. "That is a big ethical question that I find it very hard to resolve."

Dr. Noga Fuchs Weizman, who removes testicle tissue from dead soldiers, said she grappled with "the fact that we don't know what those soldiers would have wanted." Ofir Berman for The New York Times


A recent study indicates that many Israeli soldiers are uncomfortable with the notion of their sperm's being preserved posthumously. Researchers at Ashkelon Academic College surveyed 600 Jewish men between 18 and 50 on the topic this year. Among 507 men with living parents, 47 percent did not want their parents to ask to posthumously freeze their sperm, while 38 percent approved. Even men in committed relationships weren't in agreement: 37 percent opposed the idea of their partner's asking to freeze their sperm posthumously.

The study was led by Bella Savitsky, an epidemiologist and researcher whose 21-year-old son, Jonathan, was killed during his military service at the start of the Israel-Hamas war. He died on Oct. 7, before the army had changed its protocol on sperm retrieval, but Dr. Savitsky refused to sign funeral papers until the army agreed to do a retrieval. She thought of her son's stubborn optimism and curiosity, and wanted the possibility of seeing those traits live on in a grandchild.

"I didn't care what Jonathan wanted," she said. "I just knew that I wanted him to stay with me."

By the time Dr. Savitsky was able to get legal permission, it was too late to freeze any viable sperm. Afterward, experiencing depression, she began working with the Parliament's health committee, calling for legislation on posthumous sperm retrieval.

As she sat in meetings about the legal and ethical questions, she wondered whether her all-consuming grief had made her overlook what her son would have wished for. She has since urged the army to document before soldiers begin their military service whether they consent to posthumous sperm retrieval. She worries about whether families will use the frozen sperm to create a "living monument" to the dead.

Those calls for regulatory caution are colliding with the demands of other grieving families, which view the use of this technology as almost their wartime right.

Mr. Harush said he believed that the Israeli government was obligated to fulfill his son's wish for children. Over the summer, while Mr. Harush cleaned out his house and prepared to move somewhere with fewer painful memories, he found his son's diary. Scrawled in a recent entry, viewed by The New York Times, was a description of his hopes to start a family: "There's no replacement for continuity," the diary read.

"Reef wanted to be a father -- this is for sure," Mr. Harush said. "The country has to take responsibility."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/20/business/israel-soldiers-sperm.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




House Republicans block the release of an Ethics Committee report on Matt Gaetz.

Senators in both parties have demanded to see the committee's investigative report into sexual misconduct and illicit drug use allegations against Donald J. Trump's choice for attorney general.


By Annie Karni, Robert Draper and Maya C. Miller
Reporting from the Capitol


Nov 20, 2024 at 08:49 PM

House Republicans voted on Wednesday to block the release of an Ethics Committee report about sexual misconduct and illicit drug use allegations against former Representative Matt Gaetz, the Florida Republican who is President-elect Donald J. Trump's choice for attorney general, setting up a possible constitutional clash between the House and the Senate.

Senators in both parties have clamored to see the bipartisan conclusions of the panel's yearslong investigation into Mr. Gaetz's conduct as part of their vetting of presidential nominees, who normally require Senate confirmation.

But since Mr. Trump named Mr. Gaetz last week as his choice to head the Justice Department, House Republicans have been reluctant to make the report public. And following an hourslong meeting on Capitol Hill of the secretive ethics panel on Wednesday, Representative Susan Wild of Pennsylvania, the ranking Democrat, said the panel had voted along party lines to not make its findings public.

In a statement on behalf of the five Democrats on the evenly divided panel, Ms. Wild said that "in order to affirmatively move something forward, somebody has to cross party lines and vote with the other side." She noted that the panel often takes bipartisan votes. But, she said, "that did not happen in today's vote."

In fact, the five Republicans on the committee all voted together against releasing the report, and all Democrats voted to release it, according to a person familiar with the meeting who insisted on anonymity to discuss the confidential session.

Representative Michael Guest, the Mississippi Republican who chairs the committee, declined to comment on the session, saying only: "There was no agreement by the committee to release the report."

Ms. Wild then made her separate statement, apparently in an attempt to make it clear that Democrats had not gone along with the decision to bury the report.

Speaker Mike Johnson pressured the committee last week not to release its findings on Mr. Gaetz, arguing that it would constitute a "terrible breach of protocol" to do so after a member had resigned, putting him beyond the panel's jurisdiction. He also privately urged Mr. Guest not to make the findings public.

Mr. Guest told reporters earlier on Wednesday that the report was not yet finished, the main argument that Republicans had made during the closed-door session for why it should not be released, according to the person familiar with the meeting. But the panel had been set to vote last Friday on whether to release it.

That meeting was scrapped after Mr. Gaetz abruptly resigned from Congress following Mr. Trump's announcement naming him as the pick for attorney general.

Ms. Wild said the panel would meet again on Dec. 5 to discuss the matter further.

In the Senate, Republicans and Democrats alike have demanded to see the report as part of the confirmation process. Some Republican lawmakers, like Senator John Cornyn of Texas, have suggested that the Judiciary Committee, which has jurisdiction over Justice Department nominees, could subpoena the House committee if it did not willingly hand over the file.

On Wednesday evening, Representatives Sean Casten, Democrat of Illinois, and Steve Cohen, Democrat of Tennessee, each moved to compel a vote of the full House on the matter. House G.O.P. leadership will have two legislative days to conduct the vote -- either on Thursday, before the Thanksgiving recess begins, or on Dec. 3, when lawmakers return.

The drama unfolded as Mr. Gaetz accompanied Vice President-elect JD Vance across the Capitol meeting with Republican senators to win their support for his confirmation. Many senators in both parties have expressed concern over the choice of Mr. Gaetz to lead the Justice Department.

In addition to his ethical and legal challenges, Mr. Gaetz has a long record of gleefully disparaging some Republican senators whose votes he now needs to be confirmed. For instance, he has referred to Senator Mitch McConnell, Republican of Kentucky and the minority leader, as "dangerous" and coined the nickname "McFailure" for him. But on Wednesday, he was working to shore up support with Republican skeptics, including Mr. Cornyn and Senator Susan Collins of Maine.

Since the spring of 2021, the ethics panel had been investigating Mr. Gaetz over an array of allegations, including that he had engaged in sexual misconduct and illicit drug use, shared inappropriate images or videos on the House floor, misused state identification records, converted campaign funds to personal use and accepted gifts that violated House rules.

The congressional panel's investigation paused while the Justice Department carried out a related investigation of Mr. Gaetz's conduct, including allegations involving sex trafficking and sex with a minor. In February, the Justice Department decided not to bring charges against Mr. Gaetz after concluding it could not make a strong enough case in court. Once the Justice Department inquiry ended, the Ethics Committee resumed its work.

The panel interviewed more than a dozen witnesses, issued 25 subpoenas and reviewed thousands of pages of documents. The committee said in June that it was continuing to investigate the allegations that Mr. Gaetz may have engaged in sexual misconduct and illicit drug use, accepted improper gifts, dispensed special privileges and favors to individuals with whom he had a personal relationship and sought to obstruct government investigations of his conduct.

On Wednesday, Judiciary Committee Democrats wrote to Christopher A. Wray, the F.B.I. director, requesting "the complete evidentiary file" on Mr. Gaetz, including from a Justice Department investigation and the Ethics Committee inquiry, a letter reported earlier by Politico.

Mr. Gaetz has denounced the ethics inquiry as a "political payback exercise" and suggested it was arranged by former Speaker Kevin McCarthy, his bitter rival whose ouster he orchestrated last year.

In a public letter from September, Mr. Gaetz called the Ethics Committee's work "uncomfortably nosy" and complained that it involved questions about details of his sexual activity.

"The lawful, consensual sexual activities of adults are not the business of Congress," he wrote.

He noted he had already been investigated by the Justice Department, which opted not to pursue the case.

"The very people who have lied to the Ethics Committee were also lying to them," he said.

Luke Broadwater and Aishvarya Kavi contributed reporting.
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Johnson Says He Will Bar Transgender Women From Capitol Bathrooms

The G.O.P. speaker sided with hard-right members of his conference who called for blocking Representative-elect Sarah McBride, the first transgender member of Congress, from using Capitol women's rooms.

Sarah McBride at her home in Wilmington, Del. This month, she became the first openly transgender person elected to Congress. Hannah Yoon for The New York Times



By Annie Karni



Nov 20, 2024 at 08:03 PM

Speaker Mike Johnson on Wednesday said single-sex facilities in the Capitol and House office buildings would be available only to those of that biological sex, backing a move from a far-right member to target the first openly transgender person elected to Congress.

The new restrictions, which apply to restrooms, changing rooms and locker rooms, were first proposed by Representative Nancy Mace of South Carolina but quickly gained the support of other Republican women. Ms. Mace made it clear that her efforts were designed to target one individual, Representative-elect Sarah McBride, a Delaware Democrat who this month became the first openly transgender person elected to Congress.

"Women deserve women's only spaces," Mr. Johnson said in a statement, giving his unequivocal backing to Ms. Mace's resolution. On Tuesday, Mr. Johnson had appeared noncommittal about any rules he might impose on use of the Capitol and House facilities.

When Ms. McBride won her seat earlier this month, she knew she would face attacks from hard-right Republicans over her identity. But she did not expect they would start before she had even been sworn in.

In Washington this week, Ms. McBride was plodding through mundane orientation activities such as cybersecurity training and learning how to introduce a bill when Ms. Mace announced she would try to bar transgender women from using women's restrooms and changing rooms in the Capitol complex. The proposal would apply to all employees and officers of the House.

"Sarah McBride doesn't get a say," Ms. Mace told reporters on Monday. "I mean, this is a biological man." Ms. McBride, she added, "does not belong in women's spaces, women's bathrooms, locker rooms, changing rooms -- period, full stop."

The move by Ms. Mace, one of the more attention-seeking members in the House, was straight out of the political playbook Republicans have employed on transgender issues, which they see as an effective wedge to divide Democrats.

House Republicans in the last two years have routinely proposed legislation seeking to roll back transgender rights. And Republican-led state legislatures across the country have tried to pass laws requiring people in government buildings to use bathrooms associated with their sex assigned at birth.

In the final days of the campaign, President-elect Donald J. Trump hammered Vice President Kamala Harris on her stance on transgender rights. And in the days since Democrats lost the White House and both chambers of Congress, there has been much hand-wringing among them about whether their position on the issue cost them with voters.

With Ms. McBride's arrival in Washington, House Republicans for the first time have a transgender colleague to target in their own workplace.

On Wednesday, Ms. McBride said she would "follow the rules" laid out by Mr. Johnson, "even if I disagree with them." In a statement, she said she was "not here to fight about bathrooms" and called the controversy an "effort to distract from the real issues facing this country."
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The Hypebeasts Take Las Vegas

ComplexCon, held this year in Nevada and "curated" by Travis Scott, is a mutant hybrid of a sneaker mall, a fashion show and a music festival. And the kids just love it.

At ComplexCon in Las Vegas, streetwear fans came to shop, talk and be photographed. 



By Jacob Gallagher
Photographs by Gabriella Angotti-Jones
Reporting from Las Vegas 


Nov 19, 2024 at 10:03 AM

On the first afternoon of ComplexCon, a head-spinning shoppable trade show, music festival and general meeting of North America's sneaker zealots, Martin Pawelec stood out in his tucked-in golf polo.

"I don't belong here as you can tell," said Mr. Pawelec, a financial adviser from Chicago. Nonetheless, bloated bags from A Bathing Ape and Anti Social Social Club puddled at his feet. They belonged to his 14-year-old son, who had already jetted off to purchase yet more tees and sweatshirts.

"Not all kids are into sports -- some kids are into fashion," said Mr. Pawelec, who despite sticking out like a fly in someone's bottle of Prime energy drink, was enjoying himself. "That's my kid. He likes shoes and clothes and Travis Scott."

And kids similar to his son? Oh, there's a lot of them: 60,000 teens, twenty and thirty-somethings (and occasionally some middle-aged, credit-card holding parents) flocked to Las Vegas this past weekend, for ComplexCon. Tickets ranged from $150 to $1,200 for the Cactus Jack V.I.P. tickets that included exclusive merch and a two-night hotel stay.

First held in Long Beach, Calif., in 2016, as an IRL offshoot of the online streetwear authority Complex, ComplexCon has morphed into a youth culture juggernaut. It's Coachella for kids who can tell you the exact year the first Yeezy Boost came out. It's ComicCon for people who desire little else than a Chrome Hearts hoodie. It's the Super Bowl of kids describing T-shirts as "hard" or "fye."

One Complex employee described the event as "streetwear Disneyland." That isn't far off. The convention grounds were peppered with town house-size blowup figurines, a cement truck and a carnival hammer game. At one point, members of the Jabbawockeez dance troop were spotted. Later, so was someone in a Sonic the Hedgehog costume.

Between the rapper cameos and the Jabbawockeez, ComplexCon often felt like a full-on carnival.


Phree Hester demonstrates how to interact with Diesel's exhibit during ComplexCon.

Jannie Maciel, Sophia Flores and Giselle Espinoza at the Ghetto Rodeo booth.


Some came to shop; others came to get attention.

Attendees line up to have Hellstar merchandise customized.


Complex itself staged ample side attractions, including a live episode of the Drink Champs podcast featuring Snoop Dogg and Dr. Dre. Travis Scott, the show's "creative director," closed out the weekend with a fireworks-and-flames performance. The crowd moshed merrily.

ComplexCon is written off by some snobby aesthetes in the fashion industry as a noisy spectacle. That's shortsighted. Walking ComplexCon is an invaluable, if oppressive, way to understand where fashion is going. It's like digesting a 300-page trend report in two hours.

The takeaway? Kids want new T-shirts that come pre-faded, as if left out in the sun for 13 years; jeans that schlump with the elegance of couture trash bags; hoodies with bedazzled logos (Bebe is more of an influence on how young men dress than they'd care to admit); and beanies that make the wearers look as if they have cat ears. Hey, no one said every trend was in good taste.

The show also repeatedly brought home how "experience" is a key sweetener in shopping today. The companies that understood this amassed steady lines. Those included Nike, which used a jingly slot-machine game to introduce its newfangled 3-D printed Air Max 1000 sneaker, and the Swiss luxury label Vetements, which operated a customizable T-shirt screen-printing station. Those that didn't had some pretty empty booths.

Sometimes, the experience was just getting to meet the guy who made your favorite shoes: On Saturday, the Crocs collaborator Salehe Bembury could barely walk a few feet without being stopped for a selfie.

"They want to meet the people behind the brand," Andrew Brooks said as he sat in the booth for his New York-based brand Sinclair. The space had been constructed to look like a SoHo street: faux brick walls and a fire hydrant with a Maybach sedan sitting to the side.

People stopped to photograph the car, but some wandered in to dap up Mr. Brooks, whose clothes have been worn by rappers like Lil Baby and 42 Dugg. Mr. Brooks said that ComplexCon, which he was doing for the first time, provided a chance for a mostly online brand like his to connect with its customer offline.

"The kids want to touch and feel this stuff," he said.

Travis Scott, the show's creative director, performed on the closing night.


Fans moshed during the Playboi Carti performance.

Sp5der, a Young Thug-affiliated brand, drew one of the lengthiest lines of the weekend.


Attendees ranged from very young to just young ...

... and very dripped to just sort of dripped.


Mostly though, they want extremely limited gear they can brag about to their friends. If a booth had something exclusive or novel, it had a line. Crocs, introducing a new glow-in-the-dark shoe designed by Mr. Bembury, commanded an impressive queue. So did the streetwear upstart Hidden New York, which released a small run of Asics sneakers that sold out by about 3 p.m. on day one.

"Everyone just wants the newest stuff," said Jacob Miller, 17, of Los Angeles, who was holding newly purchased, only-at-ComplexCon items from Sp5der, a streetwear label affiliated with the rapper Young Thug. "Everyone's trying to keep up."

An enduring lesson of ComplexCon: If a rapper owned it, or even wore it, people want it.

The longest queues snaked along the perimeter of booths for the Atlanta trap rapper Playboi Carti's Opium brand, Mr. Scott's CactusCon collaborations, and Hellstar, a rapper favorite that has come out of nowhere to be coveted by anyone born after the year 2000. (The weekend solidified that Travis Scott has fully weathered the tragedy at his 2021 Astroworld festival at which 10 people were crushed to death.)

ComplexCon was probably the only place you could find a sprawling mass waiting to buy Ed Hardy in the year 2024, thanks to a new collaboration with the rapper Ken Carson that dropped at the show. Rappers, perhaps even more so than athletes, are proving to be the key endorsers for the next generation of fashion consumers. Notably, the aforementioned rappers, save Young Thug, recently released from custody, were in appearance at ComplexCon in one way or another.

"I get to see some of my favorite creators here," said Barry Davis, 20, of Los Angeles. Dressed in skintight jeans tucked into black boots and a black hoodie, Mr. Davis and two friends were at the tail-end of a zigzagging line to get into the Opium booth. They guessed the wait would be as long as three hours. But Mr. Davis was on a mission to present Mr. Carson with a rug he had made depicting the rapper's last album cover.

ComplexCon Las Vegas attendees lined up for admission into the event.


Hello Angel Girl representatives, from left: Xiu Ng, Aysia San Nicolas, Shantee Charles and Chao Ng.

Ismael Munoz, Paul Verdin, Josiah Gonzales and Christian Zamora wait to enter the concert floor for the Playboi Carti concert.


The rapper Ken Carson carried his custom-made rug.

The custom rug was created by Barry Davis.


"He made the album of the year, so I just made the rug to commemorate it," said Mr. Davis, who designs under the name Pristineovereverything. Later in the day, Mr. Carson was spotted carrying the rug through the show, like a proud prize fighter hoisting a title belt.

In a twisted way, the lines themselves were a draw. How else could you show that you could not only afford a T-shirt but you wanted it so intensely that you were willing to wait an hour, or two or three, for it.

"It wasn't so much pride -- it was more determination," said Carrie Kelly, 45, of Athens, Ga. "After we'd been in the line for two and a half hours, we weren't getting out of the line." On Sunday, she and her teenage son Luke waited five hours to enter the imposing "Dune"-like booth that held merch Mr. Scott made in partnership with companies like Playboy and Cactus Plant Flea Market.

So far, Mr. Kelly found ComplexCon "really nice," he said. And what did Ms. Kelly think after waiting that long? "I love my son very much," she said, deadpan.

Of course, streetwear remains a market ripe for flipping, and some came to ComplexCon with one thing on their minds: profit.

"I just spent $10,000, and my goal is to make a 40 to 50 percent profit," said Angel Torres, 22, who runs Heaven, a sneaker and streetwear resale shop in Oxnard, Calif. On Saturday afternoon he was surrounded by overstuffed shopping bags from Sp5der, as if he were a day trader specializing in jewel-encrusted hoodies.

Still, there was no guarantee that the hype would last once ComplexCon ended. "You don't know it's going to sell, but your job is to sell it," Mr. Torres said. He had faith, though. "The kids know how to spend their money."

Pick a Swoosh, any Swoosh.
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World Leaders Seek Stability With China as Biden Exits the Stage

The return to power of President-elect Donald J. Trump, who has vowed to confront China on tariffs, has created deep uncertainty about the U.S. role in avoiding global conflicts.

Xi Jinping of China, front and center, with other world leaders at the Group of 20 summit in Rio de Janeiro on Monday. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Michael D. Shear and Chris Buckley
Michael D. Shear reported from Rio de Janeiro and Lima, Peru.


Nov 20, 2024 at 05:00 AM

As they gathered this week in South America, many of the world's leaders were engaged in a delicate diplomatic dance with President Xi Jinping of China.

Keir Starmer, the British prime minister, called for a "consistent, durable" relationship with China. Anthony Albanese, the prime minister of Australia, pledged to be "patient, calibrated and deliberate." President Biden promised not to let "competition veer into conflict," even as he prepared to hand power over to President-elect Donald J. Trump, who has vowed confrontation with China on tariffs.

As the United States makes a transition from Mr. Biden to Mr. Trump, presidents and prime ministers around the world are searching for stability, particularly when it comes to China. Mr. Xi, in his own remarks during a meeting in Peru, told Mr. Biden that he wanted to maintain a "stable, healthy and sustainable" relationship with the United States.

But the steadiness that the world leaders seek with China is threatened by a host of complicated issues that lingered just beneath the veneer of civility at the Group of 20 summit in Rio de Janeiro, which ended on Tuesday.

Potential conflicts with China loom on human rights, the fate of Taiwan, technology competition, cyber attacks, aid to Russia and tariffs.

And for all the pomp and pleasantries as Mr. Biden wraps up a half-century on the world stage, there is deep uncertainty about the role the United States might play in heading off those conflicts.

In his last speech at the United Nations in September, Mr. Biden said the world was at "another inflection point" and added: "The choices we make today will determine our future for decades to come."

When it comes to China, his counterparts are hoping that their choices prove to be the right ones.

President-elect Donald J. Trump on a screen at a Beijing shopping mall this month. Kevin Frayer/Getty Images


"European leaders are going to be looking to Xi with this kind of, 'Now you have got to step up,'" said John Delury, a historian of modern China. "'Like, this is not just talk anymore. We really want to elevate this relationship so that we can count on you.'"

For his part, China's president used the G20 summit to promote his country as a benign supporter of open trade and international stability. Chinese leaders have long offered reassuring themes in speeches to global audiences, but Mr. Xi and his advisers appear to hope that foreign leaders will be more receptive while they prepare for the strains and uncertainties of a second Trump term.

Countries should "view each other's development as an opportunity, not a challenge, and treat each other as partners, not adversaries," Mr. Xi told leaders at the G20 summit on Monday, according to an official Chinese account of his remarks.

But Mr. Xi also issued an implicit warning to the other leaders in attendance. While promising to abide by a commitment to "mutual respect, peaceful coexistence and winning cooperation," the Chinese leader also said that "our position of resolutely safeguarding China's sovereignty, security and development interests remains unchanged."

That warning was underscored at the summit on Monday during an opening session featuring remarks by each leader. Television cameras were running when Mr. Starmer delivered his comments. But when he mentioned concerns about human rights in China and the treatment of Jimmy Lai, a Hong Kong businessman and pro-democracy dissident, Chinese representatives in the large conference room moved quickly to block the view of the cameras and push journalists out of the room.

It was a reminder that diplomacy with China has often been rocky.

In the United States, the appearance of a Chinese spy balloon in U.S. air space and Mr. Xi's anger over Mr. Biden's decision to shoot it down led to a surge in tensions for months.

In Australia, tensions have flared over Chinese Communist Party influence activities in Australia and deepening concerns over China's regional ambitions. On Monday, Mr. Xi said the two countries had "witnessed some twists and turns."

President Emmanuel Macron of France with Mr. Xi on the sidelines of the G20 summit on Tuesday. Ludovic Marin/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


But Australia and China have resumed high-level talks and eased some concerns about tariffs in recent months, a sign that Mr. Albanese, like other leaders, is eager to find ways to maintain a working relationship. After a meeting between the two men on Monday, Mr. Albanese posted pictures on social media of them shaking hands.

"Dialogue is critical, and we've made encouraging progress," he wrote. "Trade is flowing more freely. And that brings benefits to both countries, and to people and businesses on both sides."

Washington and Beijing have also sought to ease tensions between them in the past two years. Top-level military communications have restarted between the two  countries. And the meeting between Mr. Biden and Mr. Xi on Saturday, the second in a year, was intended to demonstrate that the leaders can work with each other.

However, Mr. Biden is a lame duck soon to be replaced by Mr. Trump. Around the world, officials are bracing for a return to Mr. Trump's confrontational policies while eager to see if anything is different during a second term.

Mr. Trump promises to steeply increase tariffs. If he acts on those promises, he could hurt American standing abroad, even with a firm ally like Australia, by raising barriers to markets in the United States, said Richard McGregor, a senior fellow for East Asia at the Lowy Institute, a foreign policy think tank in Sydney.

"I think it has the potential for really damaging the image of the United States in Australia and, in turn, corroding some support for the alliance," he said in an interview. "I don't want to exaggerate that, but it's corrosive to the U.S. image."

In the meantime, Chinese policymakers are searching for diplomatic openings after Mr. Trump returns to the White House.

China's foreign policy "will not undergo a transformative shift just because Trump takes office," Wang Wen, the dean of the Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies at Renmin University of China in Beijing, said in an interview. "On the other hand, Trump's return will force Chinese foreign policy to become more flexible toward a range of countries."

President Biden and Mr. Xi, each flanked by senior aides, met in Lima, Peru, on Saturday. Eric Lee/The New York Times


Over the past few years, Beijing has already been seeking to reduce its isolation and blunt Washington's influence by mending ties with governments in Europe and across the Asia-Pacific region.

Mr. Xi has wooed President Emmanuel Macron of France and Germany's chancellor, Olaf Scholz, nudging them to distance Europe from Washington. Last month, China and India announced an agreement on patrolling their shared Himalayan border, where deadly clashes broke out between their troops in 2020.

Even so, there appear to be limits on how far Mr. Xi can successfully exploit potential diplomatic openings created by Mr. Trump.

For all of Mr. Xi's talk of open trade, foreign investors and companies often face high barriers to doing business in China. China's surges of cheap exports were also frustrating Brazil, South Africa and other developing countries that have leaned toward Beijing. The Chinese goods were undercutting industries in their own countries and costing jobs.

"The U.S. is a much more open economy than China's, but you wouldn't really know it if you just listened to the two leaders because Trump always talks about protectionism and Xi always talks about free trade," Mr. McGregor said. "Can you imagine Xi ever saying 'tariff' is one of the most beautiful words in the Chinese language?"

For Mr. Biden, the end of the G20 summit on Tuesday marked the conclusion of his time on the world stage, advocating on behalf of international alliances and organizations. For his counterparts, it was the beginning of a new chapter in global diplomacy that may be more focused on China than ever before.

The fate of those diplomatic efforts will probably not be known for months or even years. Mr. Delury said predictions were risky, but he added that "China is bound to disappoint its biggest cheerleaders at this moment."

Mr. Biden after addressing the United Nations General Assembly in New York in September. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times
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Bad Air Chokes the Life Out of a Vibrant Pakistani City

Lahore comes alive at night. But this year's record onslaught of cold-weather smog -- residents call it the "fifth season" -- has broken its rhythms.

Full weekend lockdowns, reminiscent of Covid-19 restrictions, are being imposed in Lahore, Pakistan, because of the intense air pollution. 



By Zia ur-Rehman
Photographs by Betsy Joles
Reporting from Lahore, Pakistan


Nov 20, 2024 at 05:50 AM

In the vibrant Pakistani metropolis of Lahore, a city of 14 million people with a rich history and grand colonial-era buildings, evenings hold a special significance.

Markets thrum with activity, and families gather along bustling "food streets." With the end of the year comes the height of the wedding season, when shimmering celebrations keep the city alive deep into the night.

But as a dense, suffocating smog has settled over Lahore's skyline this month, the government has imposed restrictions that are reshaping the rhythms of a city that wakes late and thrives late.

Markets and wedding halls must now close by 8 p.m. Outdoor barbecues at restaurants are banned. Parks, zoos, historical monuments and museums are shut down. Complete weekend lockdowns -- reminiscent of Covid-19 restrictions -- are set to begin in a few days.

"People here start shopping after 4 or 5 p.m. after men return from their jobs," said Chaudhry Kabir Ahmed, a traders' leader at the Ichhra market in Lahore. "Now the government is asking us to close by 8 p.m. It's hard to change people's habits so quickly. And if we open late, authorities raid us and impose heavy fines."

Lahore, the capital of Punjab, the most populous province in Pakistan, regularly ranks among the world's most polluted cities. According to IQAir, a Swiss climate monitoring group, Lahore has hit record smog levels in recent weeks, reaching a reading of 1,100 on the Air Quality Index on Thursday. Any level above 150 is classified as "unhealthy," and anything over 300 is deemed "hazardous."

Shopkeepers at Lahore markets have been told to shut down by 8 p.m.


Smog hanging over the Ravi River in Lahore.


Punjab Province is next to north India, and both regions face alarmingly high levels of air pollution. On Monday, the A.Q.I. figure in the Indian capital, New Delhi, reached 1,785, and the city's chief minister has declared a "medical emergency."


In Lahore, the concentration in the air of tiny particulate matter, which can penetrate deep into people's lungs and even enter the bloodstream, has been nearly 100 times as high in recent weeks as the level deemed safe by the World Health Organization, said Christi Chester Schroeder, air quality science manager at IQAir.

Even outside the usual smog season that lasts roughly from November to January, when temperatures cool, the city's air is polluted. Lahore has not had a day of "good" air quality, as measured by the A.Q.I. scale, since July 2021, Dr. Chester Schroeder said.

On Friday, the provincial government declared smog a health crisis, saying that nearly two million people had already been sickened. Hospital hours have been extended, medicines for respiratory illnesses have been supplied and ambulances have been equipped with breathing equipment, said Marriyum Aurangzeb, a senior provincial minister.

UNICEF recently issued a stark warning about the extreme vulnerability of the more than 11 million children under the age of 5 in the province, citing their smaller lungs and lack of immunities.

Lahore's emergency rooms are filled with patients -- many of them children -- suffering from ailments such as breathing difficulties, throat infections, persistent coughing and eye irritation.

"My 1-month-old child has been struggling to breathe," said Sumaira, 25, who uses a single name, cradling her baby at Services Hospital. "I don't know the exact cause, but I see countless children with similar problems. I can only pray for better weather."

Sumaira, 25, at a Lahore hospital with her baby, who had been struggling to breathe.


Schools across Lahore were closed because of the hazardous air.


Ahmad Rafay Alam, a Lahore-based environmental lawyer, is one of a group of air quality experts who wrote a letter to Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif urging the government to take immediate action.

Citing scientific studies, Mr. Alam said that about 45 percent of year-round air pollution in Lahore stems from tailpipe emissions, largely a result of low-quality fuel. Another 40 percent is attributed to industrial emissions and energy production.

The solutions to these problems, he said, "are neither cheap nor quick."

The task of improving air quality cannot fall to just one country in the region, experts said. In 1998, South Asian nations, including Pakistan and India, signed the Male Declaration, which aimed to address transnational air pollution collaboratively.

The effectiveness of that agreement, however, has been limited by funding shortages and a lack of political will. The issue gained renewed attention when the chief minister of Punjab Province, Maryam Nawaz, recently called for "smog diplomacy" with India.

For most residents of Lahore, the smog has become a brutal presence, and the months of bad air are now referred to as the "fifth season."

The poor face an even greater struggle.

In a cramped house on the outskirts of Lahore, just seven miles from the Indian border, a 10-member family endures the choking air that seeps through cracked windows and unsealed doors.

"The air outside is thick and acrid, but there's no escape indoors," said Amna Bibi, 60, the matriarch of the family. She has watched the smog worsen each winter during her more than two decades in Lahore.

"Every year, it gets harder to breathe," she said.

With schools across the city closed because of the hazardous air, children are either confined indoors or left to play in the streets, even though many already suffer from throat infections.

Families like Ms. Bibi's in Lahore's low-income neighborhoods cannot afford the protective measures, like air purifiers, that wealthier residents take for granted.

A snack seller outside Badshahi Mosque in Lahore.


A shop selling air purifiers. People with lower incomes cannot afford such equipment.


Some believe that the smog is a sign of divine anger. During Friday Prayer last week, hundreds of thousands of Muslims across Punjab Province offered a special prayer for pollution-dampening rain, a ritual performed in times of calamity.

"Floods, smog, earthquakes -- these are all signs of God's wrath toward us," said Syed Hashim, 23, a college student who attended the prayers. "It's time to pray to God for forgiveness."

In addition to vehicle and industrial emissions, the burning of rice stubble has long been identified as a major contributor to Lahore's toxic winter air.

Many farmers say they are being unfairly scapegoated.

"Why waste so much time and money blaming us? Why not focus on the bigger polluters, like transport and industries?" asked Ghulam Mustafa, 41, a farmer in Lahore's suburbs. "Instead, smog has ruined the quality of our crops, and now we need to spend more money to buy expensive chemicals to spray."

A brick kiln worker in Lahore. The government has moved to shut down kilns that do not comply with pollution regulations.


Smoke from brick kilns is one of many contributors to Lahore's poor air.


The rapid growth of housing developments has brought brick kilns into Mr. Mustafa's area to supply building materials, exacerbating the pollution.

The authorities have shut down many brick kilns, along with other polluting facilities like plastic-melting plants, for failing to comply with emissions control regulations.

For Maskeen Butt, a 29-year-old software engineer, the smog and government-imposed restrictions have made planning his mid-December wedding a challenge.

"Lahore's nightlife is part of the wedding experience -- shopping for bridal dresses, jewelry and decorations, as well as distributing invitation cards, well into the night," Mr. Butt said. "Now, with shops forced to close early, it's nearly impossible for people like me, who work during the day, to manage everything."

The early closure of wedding halls adds to the frustration. "Guests never arrive early enough," he said. "It will make everything feel rushed and far less festive than it should be for my wedding."
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Medicaid May Face Big Cuts and Work Requirements

Republicans in Congress are eyeing cuts to Medicaid, which could threaten health coverage for tens of millions of poor Americans.

A Medicaid enrollment event in Houston last year, when enrollment peaked. Callaghan O'Hare for The New York Times



By Sarah Kliff and Noah Weiland
Reporting from Washington


Nov 20, 2024 at 10:02 AM

With Republicans set to control Washington, conservative lawmakers and policy experts who could advise the next Trump administration are discussing long-sought cuts to Medicaid, the government health program that covers roughly a fifth of all Americans and makes up about 10 percent of the federal budget.

Some of the changes are being proposed as a way to pay for a law that would extend the tax cuts from the first Trump administration, most of which benefited corporations and wealthier Americans. The policies might slash funding for Obamacare's Medicaid expansion -- which added roughly 23 million people to the program -- or require that many enrollees work in order to receive benefits.

Representative Jodey Arrington of Texas, a Republican who leads the House Budget Committee, told reporters last week that he favored a "responsible and reasonable work requirement" for Medicaid.

And Senator John Cornyn, another Republican from Texas, said of Medicaid, "We ought to look at whether we're doing it the right way." He said he supported "block grants," in which states get lump sums, regardless of how many people sign up for the program.

These ideas resurrect conservative proposals going back years, and have appeared in recent House Republican budget proposals and in the high-profile policy agenda known as Project 2025. Work requirements, which struggled to get off the ground in the first Trump administration, would cut federal spending by at least $100 billion over the next decade and cause 600,000 people to lose coverage, according to estimates from the Congressional Budget Office.

"If you want to avoid a debt spiral there have got to be reforms made to federal health programs," said Brian Blase, a former Trump health policy adviser who now runs Paragon Health Institute, a conservative think tank. Mr. Blase has discussed Medicaid reform in recent years with conservative lawmakers and aides.

Medicaid has become deeply embedded in American life, covering nearly half of all children in the United States. It also pays for a significant portion of the nation's nursing home care and mental health treatment. States and the federal government share the program's costs, which totaled $880 billion in 2023.

Medicaid enrollment swelled to 87 million people under President Biden, with emergency pandemic legislation that required states to keep people on the program longer than normal. Some longtime holdout states also opted into the Affordable Care Act's Medicaid expansion, which offered the coverage to adults with family earnings up to $43,000 a year for a family of four.

That rapid growth has made the program a top target for a Republican-controlled Congress.

"It could be the most consequential year in Medicaid's life," said Joan Alker, a Medicaid expert who leads the Center for Children and Families at Georgetown University. Medicaid, said Chris Pope, a senior fellow at the conservative Manhattan Institute, "is going to be where the action is."

On Tuesday, President-elect Donald J. Trump chose Dr. Mehmet Oz, a celebrity doctor who regularly promotes dietary supplements and other alternative health products, to lead the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Dr. Oz will "cut waste and fraud within our country's most expensive government agency," Mr. Trump said in a statement.

Still, Republicans could face political resistance in efforts to cut Medicaid, especially because it has so many enrollees -- millions more than Medicare, the public insurance program for people over 65, has. In 2017, Republicans faced a major backlash for trying to roll back the Obamacare Medicaid expansion.

Representative Jodey Arrington of Texas, a Republican who leads the House Budget Committee, said he favored a "responsible and reasonable work requirement" for Medicaid. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times

"We ought to look at whether we're doing it the right way," Senator John Cornyn, Republican of Texas, said. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


More than 70 percent of adults want Medicaid to stay largely as it is, according to a survey conducted this year by KFF, a nonprofit research group.

"If they go in and say we're going to make big cuts and do massive policy, that will start the holy wars we saw in 2017," said Rodney Whitlock, a vice president at McDermott+ and a former Republican Senate health aide.

Many conservatives have homed in on policies that would reduce federal funding for adults who enrolled through the Obamacare Medicaid expansion. Before that, Medicaid was largely restricted to children, mothers and people with disabilities.

The federal government pays states 90 percent of the costs for Obamacare expansion enrollees. But over the summer, Mr. Blase published a detailed proposal for slashing that figure to as low as 40 percent, which could save hundreds of billions of dollars over a decade.

Faced with such a large funding reduction, some states may stop participating in the Medicaid expansion, experts said.

A Medicaid work requirement would also target adults who were added in the expansion (although most of them are already working). Congressional Republicans have repeatedly introduced laws with Medicaid work requirements but struggled to get them passed. Last spring, for example, Republicans tried attaching the policy to debt ceiling legislation, but the provision ultimately fell out after pushback from the Biden administration.

During the first Trump administration, some states received federal permission to impose work requirements but were stymied by legal challenges. Arkansas was the first state to enact the change, and a messy implementation led thousands of recipients to lose coverage. The program was later struck down in court. Only one state, Georgia, has implemented the program, after prevailing over a challenge from the Biden administration.

Matt Salo, a health care consultant who previously ran the National Association of Medicaid Directors, said he had spoken with several Medicaid directors who were "dusting off their playbook" on work requirements.

Some Republican legislators are interested in even more sweeping changes, such as turning Medicaid into a block grant program, which would keep federal costs fixed even if more people sign up for coverage. In 2020, Mr. Trump's health department encouraged that strategy, arguing that it would make the program more financially sustainable in the long term.

But critics have said such cuts would put only more financial pressure on states, forcing them to increase their own spending or make substantial cuts. "States are left holding the bag," said Ms. Alker, the Georgetown expert.

State Medicaid officials are already feeling a financial squeeze as tax revenues have declined and federal pandemic relief has lapsed. The Congressional Budget Office has projected that in the fiscal year 2024 states are set to receive almost $60 billion less in federal Medicaid funds than they did in 2023.


Medicaid has shed millions of recipients since last year, as states unwound a pandemic-era rule that gave them additional funding. The declines in coverage have worried Medicaid supporters, who say some Americans are losing coverage despite being eligible because of technical glitches or not returning paperwork.

"Without Medicaid coverage, you've got folks choosing between how to put food on the table or pay for their kids' health care," said Daniel Tsai, who oversees Medicaid in the Biden administration.

Crystal Harp, a 27-year-old mother of three from White Bluff, Tenn., said that Medicaid had kept her family afloat for years as her daughter Avalynn, 8, was diagnosed with a rare form of epilepsy that often put her in the hospital. When picking up a medication from a pharmacy one day in 2018, Ms. Harp found out Avalynn had been kicked out of Medicaid because of a paperwork error, leaving her to borrow almost $400 from family and friends to cover the costs. She re-enrolled her daughter, but they lost coverage again in 2019 for the same reason.

"It's unbearable to think about the medical debt we would be in if we did not have Medicaid," Ms. Harp said.

Some experts said that even if no new laws were passed, Trump appointees were likely to make significant changes to the regulatory rules that govern Medicaid. For example, they could target a rule that simplifies how people qualify for and stay in the program. Or they could go after rules that set minimum staffing levels at nursing homes with Medicaid recipients or that shorten appointment wait times for certain recipients.

These changes wouldn't happen overnight. "They'd need to go through new rule-making processes, which does take a long time," said Robin Rudowitz, a Medicaid expert at KFF. But the complex nature of the rules, she said, with staggered implementation dates, could allow the administration to delay or refuse to enforce the regulations.

Casey Mulligan, who served as the chief economist on the Council of Economic Advisers in the first Trump administration and supports broad Medicaid changes, agreed that Trump's second administration would face challenges making sweeping revisions on a short timeline.

"The wheels of government turn slowly," Dr. Mulligan said. "You don't want the ship making sharp turns and making everybody seasick."
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Trump Chooses Longtime Ally Linda McMahon to Run Education Dept.

A friend and financial backer of Donald J. Trump's, Ms. McMahon, who led the Small Business Administration during his first term, remained close to him during the campaign.

Linda McMahon led the Small Business Administration during Mr. Trump's first term and is a former chief executive of World Wrestling Entertainment. Maddie McGarvey for The New York Times



By Zach Montague and Ana Swanson
Reporting from Washington


Nov 20, 2024 at 02:01 AM

President-elect Donald J. Trump on Tuesday tapped Linda McMahon, a former professional wrestling executive who ran the Small Business Administration for much of his first term, to lead the Education Department, an agency he has routinely singled out for elimination in his upcoming term.

A close friend of Mr. Trump's and a longtime booster of his political career, Ms. McMahon had been among his early donors leading up to his electoral victory in 2016 and has been one of the leaders of his transition team, vetting other potential appointees and drafting potential executive orders since August.

In Ms. McMahon, 76, Mr. Trump has elevated someone far outside the mold of traditional candidates for the role, an executive with no teaching background or professional experience steering education policy, other than an appointment in 2009 to the Connecticut State Board of Education, where she served for just over a year.

But Ms. McMahon is likely to be assigned the fraught task of carrying out what is widely expected to be a thorough and determined dismantling of the department's core functions. And she would assume the role at a time when school districts across the country are facing budget shortfalls, many students are not making up ground lost during the pandemic in reading and math, and many colleges and universities are shrinking and closing amid a larger loss of faith in the value of higher education.

"We will send Education BACK TO THE STATES, and Linda will spearhead that effort," Mr. Trump said in a statement announcing the decision on Tuesday.

Ms. McMahon led the Small Business Administration during Mr. Trump's first term and resigned in 2019 without a public fallout or rift with Mr. Trump, who praised her at her departure as "one of our all-time favorites" and a "superstar." She stepped down from that role to help with Mr. Trump's re-election campaign and became the chairwoman of the pro-Trump super PAC America First Action.

More recently, she also played an influential role in laying the groundwork for a second Trump presidency as the chairwoman of the America First Policy Institute, a conservative policy group. It has offered training for prospective leaders, outlined staffing plans and drafted policy agendas for every federal agency, rivaling the similar Project 2025 effort led by the conservative Heritage Foundation.

Since last year, Mr. Trump had reportedly complained in private that the America First Policy Institute, which filled out its ranks with former officials from his first term in office, owed him a portion of the money he said it had brought in by fund-raising off its political associations with him.

The group nonetheless maintained close ties to Mr. Trump's transition team, and Ms. McMahon's nomination on Tuesday was the latest sign of its relevance.

In part because of her recent policy role and her experience as the small business administrator, Ms. McMahon had been discussed as a possible pick to lead the Commerce Department until the role was officially offered to Howard Lutnick, a Wall Street executive and a chairman of the Trump transition team, earlier in the day.

While Mr. Trump has repeatedly called for an outright dissolution of the agency, any effort to shutter it would require congressional action and support from some Republican lawmakers whose districts depend on federal aid for public education.

On Monday, Vivek Ramaswamy, who is expected to recommend and plan steep cuts to the federal work force as a leader of the proposed government efficiency department, voiced support on social media for a proposal to shut down the department, calling the idea a "very reasonable proposal."

But the America First Policy Institute has set out a more immediate list of changes it says could be achieved through vastly changing the department's priorities. Those include stopping schools from "promoting inaccurate and unpatriotic concepts" about American history surrounding institutionalized racism, and expanding voucher programs that direct more public funds to parents to spend on home-schooling, online classes or at private and religious schools.

In his statement announcing the pick, Mr. Trump homed in on Ms. McMahon's work at the America First Policy Institute, which he said focused on encouraging universal school choice policies across the 12 states that have adopted them so far.

"Linda will fight tirelessly to expand 'Choice' to every State in America, and empower parents to make the best Education decisions for their families," the statement said.

Hours before her announcement, Ms. McMahon posted a message on social media praising "apprenticeship programs" and highlighting examples of them in Switzerland, which is often cited as a high-performing country whose model the United States should follow.

Ms. McMahon has for decades been a financial supporter of Mr. Trump's political campaigns and the Trump Foundation, the charitable organization that is now defunct. She gave more than $7 million to two pro-Trump super PACs in 2016, according to data from the watchdog group OpenSecrets. In 2024, she gave $10 million to the Make America Great Again PAC.

In 2009, Ms. McMahon stepped down as chief executive of World Wrestling Entertainment to run as a Republican to represent Connecticut in the U.S. Senate. She spent heavily to fund her own campaign, winning her party's nomination, but lost to the Democrats Richard Blumenthal in 2010 and Christopher S. Murphy in 2012.

Mr. Trump's ties to Ms. McMahon and her husband, Vince McMahon, go back decades. He served as a sponsor for the W.W.E. broadcast WrestleMania when it appeared in Atlantic City, N.J., in the late 1980s, and later appeared in his own story lines on WrestleMania that had him throwing punches in the ring and shaving Mr. McMahon's head.

The two had a fake feud in which Mr. Trump pretended to buy the franchise from Mr. McMahon -- causing a real-life market upset for the company's stock -- then sell it back for twice the price. In 2013, W.W.E. inducted Mr. Trump into its hall of fame.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/19/us/politics/linda-mcmahon-education-secretary-trump.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Asheville Gets Drinkable Tap Water Back, 53 Days After Hurricane Helene

There was a sense of relief in the city, though some residents said they were still afraid to drink the water.

Ben Hanna said he finally felt comfortable washing his dishes with tap water again. He had spent weeks helping to deliver potable water to residents. Juan Diego Reyes for The New York Times



By Eduardo Medina
Reporting from Asheville, N.C.


Nov 19, 2024 at 09:17 PM

Jeff Watts, 57, barely followed the incremental updates on his city's water distribution system after Hurricane Helene knocked it offline in September. All he knew was that life in Asheville, N.C., had become more difficult and dirty.

But on Monday, he listened to every word of a voice mail message from the city informing him that, for the first time in 53 days, the water was clean enough to drink, a significant breakthrough for a place that has been dragged down by grief and financial hardship.

Mr. Watts, a landscaper who has had little work since the storm devastated western North Carolina, decided to have a beer at the Rankin Vault Lounge on Monday afternoon, but it was not quite celebratory. His home was still destroyed, most of his belongings were gone and he would continue to live in a tiny hotel room indefinitely.

"I got water," he said, "but I have nothing else."

The announcement from Asheville officials on Monday that the boil water advisory had been lifted brought a sense of relief to residents who have spent the past two months finding ways to live without drinkable tap water. But while it felt like a promising step on the city's path to recovery, there was still anxiety about whether Asheville, an artsy tourist destination in the mountains, could rebound from the worst natural disaster to ever strike the state.

About 12,000 people in Buncombe County, which includes Asheville, have filed for disaster-related unemployment benefits, according to Blue Ridge Public Radio. Schools did not reopen until late last month. And some renters have called for a moratorium on evictions because so many people are struggling financially.

The storm unleashed torrential rain in Asheville and the rural areas surrounding it in late September, causing land that had already been saturated by previous rainfall to rapidly flood. Mudslides ripped through homes perched high in the mountains, floodwaters wrecked roads and water systems, and more than 100 people were killed in the region.

In Asheville, a city of about 95,000, most homes and businesses were completely without water for weeks. In the early aftermath of the storm, people cheered whenever water trucks drove by. Couples walked through the downtown with heavy jugs of water to bring home. Many people resorted to hiking to a creek to fill containers with water so that they could at least flush their toilets.

Running water was restored in most of the region in late October, but residents could not drink it because it contained too much sediment, and city officials initially estimated that it would take until Christmas to fully fix the treatment and distribution system. Foraging for plastic bottles became routine.

Asheville residents have become accustomed to picking up water at distribution points around the city. Juan Diego Reyes for The New York Times


Disaster relief sites were established across the city for people to bathe, pick up bottled water and do laundry. Many residents and some schools applied for permission to dig wells. And some homeowners wrapped plastic bags around their faucets so they would not forget and use it to rinse their toothbrushes.

When running water was restored last month, officials said that it was safe enough to bathe in. Still, residents said the highly chlorinated water smelled and felt like showering in a public swimming pool.

It was one more reason many were jubilant when alerts went out to residents on Monday about the water being drinkable again.

Ben Hanna, 40, was at a hardware store when an employee got a phone call with the news.

"Hey! The water is coming back on!" Mr. Hanna recalled the employee yelling. People cheered and clapped inside the store.

"We don't have to worry about getting sick from the water that's coming into our houses right now, and that is one little load that's been lifted off of our minds," Mr. Hanna said.

He has spent weeks helping distribute water through Tremont Showers, a grass-roots group that set up showering stations across the city, including near public housing complexes.

Four showering stations will remain open through at least this week, he said, because some people still feel worried about the water quality.

On Monday, several residents said they would not drink Asheville's tap water for at least awhile. Others said that while getting water back was critically important for the city, many bars and stores had already suffered from losing out on business in October, the peak of the fall tourist season in the mountains.

Erick Gonzalez, 27, the general manager of Dssolvr, a brewery in downtown Asheville, said that he was "not convinced" that bringing back clean water would "bring all these tourists back."

"We still have communities surrounding us that are completely wiped," Mr. Gonzalez said. "And for the actual city of Asheville, we're not going to get back to normal for years."

City officials said they tested 120 water samples over the weekend for several types of bacteria, including E. coli and coliform, and that the results showed the water was clean and safe to drink. Officials advised residents who live in homes with plumbing installed before 1988 to run cold water for 30 to 120 seconds in faucets that had not been used in more than four hours.

The city has recently received more than 2,000 requests to participate in its lead testing program, which existed before the storm.

For two weeks after the storm, the city was unable to treat raw reservoir water with a substance that provides corrosion control in pipes. Clay Chandler, a spokesman for the city's water resources department, said that the agency had "tested sites throughout the distribution system for corrosion control residual, and the results showed that it's taking hold."

Workers repairing the water line that supplies the city of Asheville from the North Fork Reservoir in Black Mountain, N.C., in October. Eduardo Munoz/Reuters


Some of the most relieved people on Tuesday were workers at Asheville's myriad breweries, bars and coffee shops, many of which had remained closed because of the water situation.

Drew Hendrickson, the beverage director at Imperial, a cocktail bar, said he was excited to finally be able to make smooth ice cubes with a machine that relies on tap water.

"We'd been putting most of our cocktail menu on draft so it's already kind of cold," Mr. Hendrickson said. Now, he said, shaken and stirred drinks will be back on the menu, and Imperial's special old-fashioned -- mixed with Espadin mezcal, corn cob, black cardamom and burnt orange oil -- will once again be served with ice.

Mr. Hanna had been wary of bathing his children with non-potable water. But when he got home on Monday afternoon, he told his 2-year-old twins that the water was back, and that they could take baths at home that evening.

They flashed their tiny teeth and smiled.

"Whoa!" they said before splashing in warm water again.

Christina Morales contributed reporting.
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The Projectionist


The Reintroduction of Daniel Craig

His vulnerable performance in "Queer" may surprise fans of the former Bond star, but it's a return to the sexually daring films he used to make.

Video: 



By Kyle Buchanan
Photographs and Video by Thea Traff
Reporting from West Hollywood, Calif.


Nov 20, 2024 at 10:02 AM

In love, it can be terrifying to show all your cards, to make yourself vulnerable, to let your desire be fully seen. What is offered to another person without reservation can also be taken without recompense. Still, because we want to be loved, we risk it.

Maybe we don't think much about that aspect of love, preferring to dwell -- as most movies do -- on all the moony, swoony parts. But that dangerous feeling of exposure is the central preoccupation of the new drama "Queer," and it can't be explored without a lead actor who is similarly willing to offer himself up.

Enter Daniel Craig, 56, our erstwhile James Bond on a bold new assignment.

In "Queer," due Nov. 27 and adapted from a William S. Burroughs novel, Craig plays Lee, an American expat in midcentury Mexico City who becomes enamored with a coolly distant younger man, Allerton (Drew Starkey). Lee is undone by a desire that is reciprocated only in fits and starts, and watching Craig pine so vulnerably packs a pop-cultural punch: Once considered the very face of masculine cool, his visage is now soaked in flop sweat.

Though his performance has been earning raves and Oscar chatter since "Queer" premiered at the Venice Film Festival in September, it may surprise fans to see this side of Craig after watching him play a stoic secret agent for the better part of 15 years. But when I asked the director Luca Guadagnino whether "Queer" is closer to his leading man's actual sensibility than people might have guessed, he replied, "Every movie is a documentary about the actor playing the character."

If that's the case, maybe now is the perfect time to be reintroduced to Daniel Craig.

"I'm not a method actor, but I'm a nightmare to be with when I'm working," Daniel Craig said of his intense devotion to his work. Thea Traff for The New York Times


"SOMETIMES I FIND it very laughable, the idea of maleness," he said. It was an early morning in October, and I had met Craig for breakfast at the Sunset Tower Hotel in West Hollywood to ponder the performance of masculinity. "Most men go through life with this act that they do," he told me. "But it is an act."

In person, Craig is much more thoughtful than the endless grind of his James Bond press tours may have suggested: With two pairs of glasses tucked into his blue button-up and floppy blond bangs that fell frequently into his face, he had the affable air of a professor who got up early to go surfing. Self-deprecating to a fault, he apologized for being bleary-eyed. "If I'm looking a bit stoned," he said, "I'm a little jet-lagged."

Though Craig has a quiet focus and concentration, the only thing he treats with the utmost seriousness is his work: If everyone isn't trying to make the best movie they can, then what's the point? That driving force possessed him in his Bond days too: "If anything ever dipped, I was like, hang on, whoa, this is the rarest air there is in moviemaking," he said.

That all-in attitude also has a toll. "I find it really hard, this job, and it gets harder as I get older," he said. Though there are plenty of movie stars who reach a certain summit of success, then begin to coast, Craig doesn't consider himself one of them.

"Chapeau to that -- if you can do it, great, but I just can't," he said. "I'm not a method actor, but I'm a nightmare to be with when I'm working. I want to go home and forget it all and just be normal and be like, 'Hey, family,' but half my brain's at work."

Bond has given him the privilege to be more careful about choosing jobs, which means he is less prolific these days. "I've got a 6-year-old at home," said Craig, who is married to the actress Rachel Weisz, "and I don't want to be away from home as much as I have in the past." When he does commit, he doesn't take it lightly, requiring months of runway beforehand to study up.

But all that preparation can take him only so far. To ready himself for "Queer," Craig worked over and over with an acting coach, refining his accent and poring over old footage of Burroughs for insight and inspiration into his character. Even so, he found himself succumbing to nerves on the first day of filming.

"I've been working on the voice and doing all these things, but still, you're just [expletive] scared," he said. After his very first take, Craig couldn't keep it together anymore: "I was shaking, literally shaking. Luca came up to me and it was like he snapped his fingers: He said, 'Just loosen it.'"

Suddenly, the carapace of the character -- that fraught performance of masculinity -- broke open, and Craig realized that in his quest to show Lee's fragilities, his own had been on display instead. From that point forward, he let the tension leak out of his shoulders and tried to take a page from his director, since Guadagnino was every bit as exacting as Craig, while still able to project a more freewheeling vibe.

"And you know, I'm a tight-arsed Englishman," Craig said with a grin.

Craig with Drew Starkey in "Queer." The main character's sheer need brings him to his knees. Yannis Drakoulidis/A24


THOUGH "QUEER" MAY seem like a radical new direction for Craig, in other ways, it's a homecoming. Before he was hired as Bond, Craig made his name in British indies like "Love Is the Devil" and "The Mother," sexually explicit films that required him to bare both body and soul.

"He has no shame in what he's presenting as an actor," said Starkey, who plays his "Queer" love interest. "He finds little intricacies of humanity that we all experience but are maybe too embarrassed to show, and he will wear it on his sleeve."

Modern sex scenes can reveal character or simply revel in beauty, but rarely do they bring the feeling of need to the fore like "Queer" does. Among acquaintances at a bar, Lee preens and holds court, but when he is in his bedroom with Allerton -- or with a hired hustler played by the singer Omar Apollo -- need brings this imperious man to his knees.

"Sex is surrender," Craig said matter-of-factly. "That's what it really boils down to, that's where real connection is made."

Still, his greatest fear was that without vulnerability underpinning all those sex scenes, the story could simply be reduced to "an old white guy walking around Mexico City" on the prowl for younger men, Craig said. "Of course there is lust involved -- full-on, dirty lust -- but it's also someone looking for love at a time when everything must have been so complicated."

He was just as ardent when it came to the film's depiction of drug use since Lee, like Burroughs, has spent years addicted to heroin. "I've known plenty of people with drug habits, and it's not pretty," Craig said.

All of that comes to a climax in a sequence filmed in one unbroken, four-minute take as Lee cooks and injects heroin while alone in his apartment. Presented simply and without adornment -- for Lee, this is all as routine as breathing -- the moment is nevertheless heartbreaking thanks to Craig's candor.

"I was totally certain that scene had to play in real time, without any infringement of the fiction," said Guadagnino, who brought in an on-set consultant and former drug addict to supervise the sequence. After watching Craig's first take, Guadagnino said a hushed "Cut" and turned to see the consultant shaking and in pain.

Craig "finds little intricacies of humanity that we all experience but are maybe too embarrassed to show, and he will wear it on his sleeve," said his co-star, Drew Starkey. Thea Traff for The New York Times


"He said to me, 'This artist is rendering the experience of my life in four minutes,'" Guadagnino recalled. "Daniel made that gentleman feel so connected, hurt and, at the same time, elated. It was one of the great moments of my life."

To hear Craig tell it, putting anything less than his full self onscreen would have been dishonest. "I recognize the character in myself," he said. "I recognize the pain, the longing, the yearning, the love, the difficulty and all the faults." How does he feel at the end of a shoot like that, which asks him to bare so much?

"I usually just get sick," he said. "Your adrenals go, they just pop." He joked that his ego gets punctured, too: "You're surrounded by people who were helping you out all the time, and it's not like that at home. So you've got to come back to the real world."

WHEN HE WAS trying to break through as a young British actor in the 1990s, Craig found his rough-and-tumble vibe to be a poor fit with the prevailing Merchant Ivory aesthetic. "I don't think I was very good at being posh, because you had to affect the fringe and look like you went to Eton," he said. Brushing a hand through his newly floppy fringe in a way that suggested Hugh Grant in his prime, Craig smirked. "Maybe I could do it now," he said.

Craig started growing his hair out for "Queer," then let it get even longer for "Wake Up Dead Man," the next installment of the "Knives Out" franchise. The first big peek at his new look came in July, when Craig starred in an ad campaign for the fashion label Loewe: Boyishly styled in colorful sweaters, he exuded so much floppy-haired whimsy that The New York Times proclaimed he had "killed his James Bond dead."

All the speculation about his new look has amused him. "Someone interviewed me the other day saying, 'How long has it taken you to think up this brand change?'" he said. Craig acknowledged, though, that it's a hairstyle he couldn't have cultivated until recently.

"When you're doing a Bond movie," he said, "the last thing you want is somebody coming in and messing with your hair when you're hanging off something."

Three years after the release of his final James Bond entry, "No Time to Die," Craig said the pressures of fame had lessened, allowing him to loosen up a bit. That's given him new perspective on just how much an artist in the spotlight can begin to withdraw from the world.

"I've had to examine myself a lot over the past 20 years to try and deal with it," he said. "There was a time when I locked myself away. This is where the madness lies: You think, 'I can't go there because I'm so important.'"

He has been paying attention to the singer Chappell Roan, who has pushed back on the pernicious side of fame during her recent rise to superstardom. "I don't care that abuse and harassment, stalking, whatever is a normal thing to do to people who are famous or a little famous," Roan said on TikTok in August, adding, "That does not make it OK. That doesn't make it normal."

Craig said, "I really admire the guts to say those things," and explained, "Celebrity kills you. Really, it's a terrible, terrible thing that can happen and I think you've got to really fight against all of the things that it throws in your face, because it's so easy to be tempted." Things are only getting worse, he said: "Generating and maintaining that brand is about how much exposure you have."

After Chappell Roan pushed back against the harassment of stars, Craig said, "I really admire the guts to say those things," and explained, "Celebrity kills you." Thea Traff for The New York Times


Asked whether he ever felt pressure to become more brand than actor, Craig wondered aloud, "Am I a brand? You have to do social media, and I can't do that. I even regret emails I send." Yet he conceded that if "Queer" had been offered to him 10 years ago, he would have put his loyalty to the Bond brand first.

"I wouldn't have done it," he said. "I was so wrapped up in Bond and what that was, I would have been terrified of doing something like this." He knows, too, that it might have been perceived as stunt casting: "Especially early on with Bond, I was like, 'This is enough. Stay in my lane.'"

Now, though, things are different. Has the idea of what the wider world might think of "Queer" ever entered into it for Craig?

"No," he said.

Is it energizing not to care?

"Yes. It shouldn't lead the way. Will the audience respond? You do have to take care of your audience in film, I think, but you can't really be winking at them while you're making it."

Whether the movie shocks his fans or earns Craig his first Oscar nomination was never a top-of-mind concern, his co-star said. "You won't be able to operate as a performer or an artist or whatever if you're constantly thinking about that," said Starkey, who was inspired by Craig's daring attitude. "He's punk rock, counterculture to the core, and that's refreshing to see and to work with. He has nothing holding him back."

So maybe Guadagnino was right and "Queer" is a documentary about the man who stars in it, since both the movie and its lead are inclined to lay it all on the line. Or maybe the film is a mirror, Craig suggested.

"I know lots of tough men in this world who are vulnerable," he said, "and I like to portray that in movies. That truth is interesting to me." Maybe watching someone like him yearn with such self-abasement can startle you into wondering whether you do, too.
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Alec Baldwin's 'Rust,' Marked by Tragedy, Holds Premiere in Poland

The film, whose cinematographer, Halyna Hutchins, was killed in a shooting on the set, was screened at a festival devoted to cinematography.

The premiere of "Rust" at the Camerimage film festival in Poland was attended by Joel Souza, the movie's director, and Bianca Cline, who took over the cinematography after the death of Halyna Hutchins. Julia Marszewska



By Alex Marshall and Julia Jacobs
Alex Marshall reported from Torun, Poland, and Julia Jacobs from New York.


Nov 20, 2024 at 08:00 AM

It was just over three years ago that Alec Baldwin was practicing drawing a gun on the set of the western "Rust" in New Mexico when it went off, firing a live round that killed its cinematographer, Halyna Hutchins, and wounded its director, Joel Souza.

The fatal shooting resulted in criminal cases, lawsuits and a reassessment of the use of real guns in Hollywood. In the midst of it all the movie was completed in Montana, with a new cinematographer and only fake weapons allowed on the set, by a team that said it wanted to ensure that Ms. Hutchins's final work reached the screen.

On Wednesday, the 133-minute-long film had its world premiere at a small if starry film festival in Torun, Poland, called Camerimage, which is devoted to the art of cinematography.

The decision to complete and premiere the film has drawn criticism from inside and outside the industry, and the premiere was accompanied by an undercurrent of controversy. The day before the screening, Ms. Hutchins's parents and sister released a statement through a lawyer expressing dissatisfaction with the decision to go ahead with the premiere, and several attendees in the festival's official messaging chat encouraged others to boycott it.

But as the premiere began, the theater was about three-quarters full, and the screening began with a moment of silence for Ms. Hutchins.

"It is not easy to keep Halyna centered in the whole story," Rachel Mason, a filmmaker and friend of Ms. Hutchins's, said before the movie began.

Here's what to know about the unusual event.

Alec Baldwin's character frequently uses his gun in "Rust." Todd Heisler/The New York Times


Was Alec Baldwin there?

Though Mr. Baldwin stars in the film, as a grizzled outlaw named Harland Rust, he was not in the audience on Wednesday.

The film's main spokespeople at the festival were its director, Mr. Souza, who was injured in the shooting when the bullet passed through Ms. Hutchins and lodged in his shoulder, and Bianca Cline, the cinematographer who completed it.

Mr. Souza and Ms. Cline completed the project after Ms. Hutchins's widower, Matthew Hutchins, gave it his blessing and stepped in as an executive producer.

Mr. Souza said in an interview following the screening that he was relieved to finally show the movie and proud to show Ms. Hutchins's work. "I want people to learn a little more about her beyond what happened to her," he said.

How did the event address the tragedy?

In a Q&A directly after the screening, Mr. Souza explained that for months after the fatal shooting, he could not have conceived of returning to finish the film. But eventually, he said, it became his mission to salvage as much of Ms. Hutchins's work as he could and to honor her final project.

Ms. Cline described stepping in with the intention of emulating Ms. Hutchins's style as much as possible, studying Ms. Hutchins's personal notes about the movie and speaking with her crew to figure out how to style each shot.

"Halyna and Bianca danced a duet together," Mr. Souza said of the two cinematographers, "and they really danced it beautifully."

In the film, the odd parallel between the plot and the real-life tragedy is immediately apparent when one of the central characters, an orphaned 13-year-old boy (Patrick Scott McDermott), accidentally shoots a rancher. The boy's grandfather, played by a gun-toting Mr. Baldwin, breaks the teenager out of custody and then tries to lead him to safety.

"I think it's really hard to separate what happened as you watch the film, especially with all the weapons," said Samuel Romero, a cinematographer who attended the screening. "But more than that, it's the story itself: It's about an orphan caught in a myriad of tragedies and you can't help but think of Halyna's son."

How did the shooting happen?

The shooting took place on Oct. 21, 2021, on a ranch outside of Santa Fe, in a set built to look like a 19th-century western church, where the script called for Mr. Baldwin's character to be cornered by lawmen.

Mr. Baldwin was told on the day of the shooting that the gun he was given was "cold," meaning that it should not have been capable of firing or wounding anyone. But as they set up for a close-up of Mr. Baldwin drawing an old-fashioned revolver, the gun fired a live bullet.

The movie set on a ranch outside of Santa Fe after the shooting in 2021. Jae C. Hong/Associated Press


The realization that live rounds had made it onto the film set was shocking. Real ammunition was banned on the set -- as is typical in Hollywood -- and the armorer was supposed to load the gun with only dummy rounds, which are inert and built to resemble real rounds for the camera. Five more live rounds were later found on the set.

Who was held criminally responsible?

The film's armorer, Hannah Gutierrez-Reed, was convicted of involuntary manslaughter and is serving an 18-month prison sentence. Dave Halls, the movie's first assistant director, who was in charge of safety on set, pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor, avoiding prison time.

Mr. Baldwin had several reversals of fortune. He was charged with involuntary manslaughter in early 2023 but the charges were dropped a few months later so prosecutors could consider new evidence. He was charged again in early 2024 and went to trial over the summer. After a series of dramatic episodes in the courtroom, the judge dismissed the case against him, ruling that the state had withheld evidence that could have shed light on how live rounds got onto the set.

Why was the movie completed?

After the death of Ms. Hutchins, a 42-year-old up-and-coming cinematographer from Ukraine, her husband and son sued the production and Mr. Baldwin, saying that the production's lax safety protocols had led to her death.

As part of a settlement agreement, Mr. Hutchins stepped in as an executive producer. Ms. Hutchins's husband and son will financially benefit from the movie's release, but its theatrical distribution partner has yet to be announced.

At the time of the settlement, Mr. Hutchins said in a statement, "I am grateful that the producers and the entertainment community have come together to pay tribute to Halyna's final work."

How was the movie changed after the shooting?

The production, which originally had a budget of about $6.5 million, was initially filmed on a movie ranch outside of Santa Fe. In resuming the production in Montana in 2023, with a new budget of about $8 million, Mr. Souza rewrote the script to exclude the church scene during which the fatal shooting occurred. Instead, he is cornered in a saloon, where a gunfight ensues.

A still from the movie "Rust," starring Patrick Scott McDermott as a 13-year-old boy who accidentally shoots a rancher.


To maximize the amount of Ms. Hutchins's footage in the finished production, the moviemakers puzzled together old and new footage by employing editing tricks and, in a few instances, special effects that replaced actors' heads.

At the end of the movie, viewers saw a quote attributed to Ms. Hutchins: "What can we do to make this better?" Mr. Souza said that Ms. Hutchins would frequently ask the question while at work on the movie.

"It became our mantra," Ms. Cline said of the revived production.

Did the Hutchins family attend the premiere?

Mr. Hutchins and his son were not present at the screening in Poland, but their lawyer, Brian Panish, noted that they "support the premiere."

There have been some tensions surrounding the production's fulfillment of the 2022 settlement agreement. Mr. Hutchins's lawyers wrote in a court filing this year that the "Rust" producers were behind on some settlement payments, which the filing said should have been paid in full by June 2023. Part of the settlement is tied to earnings from the movie's release.

"The profitability of the movie will trigger the payments to the family," said Melina Spadone, a lawyer for Rust Movie Productions, the company behind the film.

Ms. Hutchins's parents, Olga Solovey and Anatolii Androsovych, and sister, Svetlana Zemko, also declined to attend the premiere, said Gloria Allred, a lawyer representing them. The family filed a lawsuit against the production and Mr. Baldwin that has not been resolved. Ms. Allred said in a statement that the family saw the premiere as an exploitation of her death.

Why else has the festival been in the news?

Camerimage, which was founded in 1993, has been battling controversy even before the "Rust" premiere. Marek Zydowicz, the festival's director, published an essay in a cinematography magazine saying that the drive for gender equality in the movie industry should not come at the expense of quality.

Female cinematographers took to social media to express shock at the essay, and the director Coralie Fargeat pulled a screening of her hit movie "The Substance." Steve McQueen, the director of "Blitz" and "12 Years a Slave," also withdrew from the festival, where he had been set to receive an award.

Cate Blanchett, the president of the jury at the festival's main competition, released a statement with other jurors seeking to tamp down the dispute, saying that they "welcome the debate" about gender representation in cinematography and look forward to "meaningful discussions" at the festival.
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Comcast to Spin Off Cable Networks, Including MSNBC and CNBC

The new publicly traded company is set to debut next year, with a bundle of channels that also includes Oxygen, E! and Syfy.

The Comcast Headquarters in Philadelphia. Hannah Yoon for The New York Times



By Benjamin Mullin



Nov 20, 2024 at 01:00 PM

Comcast said Wednesday that it would spin off its cable networks, including MSNBC and CNBC, in a bid to unshackle its movie studio and theme parks from the waning fortunes of traditional television.

NBCUniversal, Comcast's media division, is set to cleave off a bundle of cable channels that generate roughly $7 billion in revenue annually, including USA, Oxygen, E!, Syfy and Golf Channel, into a new public company. Comcast will keep the NBC broadcast network under NBCUniversal, along with Bravo, home to reality TV programs like "Top Chef"; the company's theme parks; and its Universal studio.

Brian Roberts, the influential chief executive of Comcast, will own a one-third voting stake in the new company, which is expected to complete the spinoff to Comcast investors before the end of next year, after shareholder and regulatory approval.  Mr. Roberts will not serve on the board of the new venture nor oversee its operations.

The spinoff is a reversal of sorts for Mr. Roberts, who has spent much of his professional life building up the cable business founded by his father, Ralph, into a globe-spanning media and telecommunications giant. By splitting his kingdom into pieces, Mr. Roberts follows one of his longtime mentors, the cable pioneer John Malone, who has long relied on a web of spinoffs and so-called tracking stocks to manage his sprawling media empire.

Cable television, once a juggernaut that propelled the share prices of traditional media companies, has become a financial albatross. Though they remain enormously profitable, cable TV channels are in long-term decline as viewers replace subscriptions with streaming services like Netflix or YouTube TV.

Brian Roberts, Comcast's chief executive, has built up the cable business founded by his father into a globe-spanning media and telecom giant. Thomas Peter/Reuters


Those losses have posed tricky questions for big media companies that are trying to build streaming businesses alongside their decaying cable networks. For Comcast, will investors be more enthusiastic about streaming services like NBCUniversal's Peacock if they aren't under the same corporate roof as cable TV channels? And will any gain for Peacock be worth giving up the regular, if imperiled, profits produced by the cable networks? In both cases, it appears the answer is yes.

Comcast said Wednesday that the new company would be unencumbered by debt and well positioned to scoop up other assets. Comcast announced last month that it was considering a spinoff, leading analysts to speculate that the new company would be on the hunt to buy rival cable TV networks, cobbling together a bigger bundle of channels.

In addition to the cable channels, the spinoff will inherit some of NBCUniversal's digital assets, including the Rotten Tomatoes film and TV review site and Fandango, the movie ticketing business.

Some of NBCUniversal's most senior executives will join the new company.

Mark Lazarus, the chairman of NBCUniversal Media Group, will be chief executive of the as-yet-unnamed company. Anand Kini, the chief financial officer of NBCUniversal, will be chief operating officer and financial chief of the new venture.

But many senior executives will remain at NBCUniversal.

Donna Langley, the company's chief content officer, will become chairman of NBCUniversal Entertainment and Studios, with increased sway over the company's content spending. Cesar Conde, the chairman of NBCUniversal News Group, will continue to oversee NBC News, along with Telemundo and the local TV stations.

Matt Strauss, the NBCUniversal executive overseeing Peacock, will become chairman of NBCUniversal Media Group. Adam Miller, an executive vice president at NBCUniversal in charge of technology, communications and human resources, will be chief operating officer of NBCUniversal.
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Target's Stock Plunges 21% on Weak Sales Ahead of Holiday Season

The retailer's downbeat earnings report, which included lower profit and larger inventory, fell far short of Wall Street's expectations.




By Jordyn Holman



Nov 20, 2024 at 01:45 PM

Target rattled Wall Street on Wednesday with a downbeat earnings report showing a sales decline, lower profit and an unwelcome buildup of unsold inventory. The company also cut its forecast for the full year, a bad omen ahead of the critical holiday shopping season.

Target's stock plunged more than 21 percent for the day, a loss of nearly $12 billion in market value and its biggest slide in two and a half years.

Sales at Target stores last quarter fell 1.9 percent from the same period last year, offset somewhat by a 10.8 percent rise in online sales. The company said it expected sales to be flat this quarter and cut its forecast for full-year profit, almost entirely reversing an increase announced just three months ago.

Jim Lee, Target's chief financial officer, told analysts on a call that it was "prudent to take this conservative approach" and that the company would take "swift and disciplined action to position ourselves to win during the holidays and in 2025."

Target had recently made improvements that drew shoppers to its stores, but the earnings setback suggests that there is more work to do. Brian Cornell, Target's chief executive, said in a statement that the retailer was navigating through "a volatile operating environment."

The weaker-than-expected report covered the period of back-to-school shopping and Halloween, which can signal more challenges during the crucial final weeks of the year. Retailers look to those seasonal events as indicators of how shoppers might spend around Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Target's results stand in sharp contrast to its rival Walmart, which reported stronger-than-expected earnings on Tuesday and upgraded its full-year forecast.

Analysts have warned that strength at Walmart, considered a bellwether of the state of the U.S. consumer because of its size and the wide range of products it sells, could not necessarily be taken as a sign of things to come for the retail industry in general. Walmart's low prices and investments in delivery and online sales have helped it attract shoppers across the income spectrum.

Target's troubles have come as it focuses on cutting prices to win over shoppers squeezed by inflation. Last month, the company said that it would lower prices on more than 2,000 items, including Crisco vegetable oil, cat litter and a Bluey toy fire truck, and that it would have to cut prices on 10,000 items by the end of the year. Although the number of visits to Target increased 2.4 percent last quarter, the average amount that customers spent decreased 2 percent.

Mr. Cornell noted that the retailer had faced some "unique challenges" last quarter. In an attempt to get ahead of the strike by port workers on the East Coast, the company had stocked up on inventory earlier in the quarter. Walmart also noted that the strike had affected its sales and profits.

On the call with analysts, Target's executives described a "deceleration" in sales for high-margin discretionary categories, such as apparel and home decor. They also said consumers were not purchasing expensive products like televisions, instead opting for smaller and more affordable items to spruce up their living rooms, like candles and vases.

Customers are responding to the current economic environment by pulling back on certain purchases, Target executives said on the call. But that will change, Mr. Cornell insisted.

Compared with Walmart, Target is more exposed to discretionary categories and runs a smaller grocery business, which reliably brings shoppers in on a regular basis. Discretionary categories make up 50 percent of Target's business. About 60 percent of Walmart's business is groceries.

"We know the home category will rebound over time," Mr. Cornell said. "We know that America is going to buy sporting goods and toys, so there's some macro, short-term headwinds that we got to embrace and understand."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/20/business/target-earnings-holiday-shopping.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




How Bluesky, Alternative to X and Facebook, Is Handling Explosive Growth

The fledgling social media site has been flooded with new users since the election. It hasn't all been easy.

Jay Graber, Bluesky's chief executive, said there had been some "growing pains" as new users flooded the site. 



By Mike Isaac
Mike Isaac has used Bluesky since shortly after it launched last year.


Nov 17, 2024 at 10:02 AM

In February 2023, a half-dozen techies introduced a social network prototype in an invitation-only launch. They deliberately debuted their creation, Bluesky, with little fanfare so that they could closely manage its growth.

But lately, it has been anything but slow and steady.

Over the past week, Bluesky's growth has exploded, more than doubling to 15 million-plus users as people seek alternatives to X, Facebook and Threads. It has rocketed to the top of Apple's and Google's app stores as the most downloaded free app. Its ascent has been so rapid that the company has been forced to grow up practically overnight.

Bluesky's 20 full-time employees have been working around the clock to deal with the issues that come with hyper-growth: site outages, glitches in the code and content moderation issues. Most importantly, they have been trying to keep early users happy as new members have flooded in.

"We as a team take pride in our ability to scale quickly," Jay Graber, 33, the chief executive of Bluesky, said in an interview. "But there's always some growing pains." She added that the app -- which is still dwarfed by Facebook, Instagram and X -- was adding more than one million new users a day.

Bluesky is surging amid upheaval in the social media world. After Elon Musk bought Twitter in 2022, he morphed it into X, changing many of its functions and alienating some of its most loyal users. Threads, an app similar to X that Meta introduced last year, relies mostly on an opaque algorithmic curation that reduces politics from people's feeds. That has caused some people to head to other networks, including Bluesky, to discuss hot-button social issues.

The Bluesky app is designed to let users have more control over the kind of social media posts they see. Mario Tama/Getty Images


From its beginning, Bluesky aimed to separate itself from other social media. The project grew out of an idea from Jack Dorsey, a founder of Twitter, who said he hoped to build a "decentralized" social network.

That meant building the app with an "open protocol," which keeps the social network's power and decision making out of the hands of any one company or group of people. Mr. Dorsey called the project "Bluesky," and it eventually became a public benefit corporation, a type of for-profit company that aims to have a positive impact on society rather than focus on maximizing shareholder value.

Bluesky was initially financed with a grant from Twitter under Mr. Dorsey; Mr. Musk cut ties with the Bluesky team after he bought Twitter. Bluesky later raised more than $23 million in two rounds of venture funding from private investors.

From there, a team of about a half dozen, led by Ms. Graber, began building the "AT protocol." That is a technical term for the code that would essentially let independent developers create their own social networks atop it, while allowing people to carry their digital identities and information across different platforms. Using this technology, Bluesky executives say, people can tailor their own algorithms to show themselves the kinds of social media posts they want to see.

In contrast, Facebook and TikTok lock people into their platforms and make it difficult for them to migrate to competitors. The apps are known as "walled gardens," meaning that what is posted on individual platforms remains only on that platform. (In March, Meta loosened this stance by allowing users to turn on an option that syndicates their Threads posts to other social networks, like Mastodon.)

With Bluesky, "you're no longer tied to a dominant algorithm that promotes either the most polarizing posts and/or the biggest brands," Rose Wang, Bluesky's chief operating officer, said in a recent video explaining the site to new users. She added, "It's built by the people, for the people."

Bluesky gained traction after Mr. Musk began making major changes to X, including promoting accounts that paid for "blue check" verification status and eliminating content moderation rules. As he put fewer limits on speech across X, some people sought a less noxious online atmosphere in Bluesky.

In September, Bluesky's popularity rose after X was banned in Brazil when Mr. Musk refused to comply with a court order to suspend certain accounts. More than three million people joined Bluesky during the three weeks that X was banned in the country, before Mr. Musk reversed course.

Bluesky is "built by the people, for the people," said Rose Wang, Bluesky's chief operating officer. via Bluesky


The last week and a half has been an inflection point. Since Donald J. Trump won the presidential election, some X users have abandoned the platform because of Mr. Musk's close ties with Mr. Trump. Often they have flocked to Bluesky.

More than 116,000 people in the United States deactivated their X accounts on the web the day after the election -- the most U.S. deactivations in a single day under Mr. Musk -- according to data compiled by Similarweb, which analyzes websites. Total deactivations could be much higher because Similarweb does not track how many users deactivated their mobile X app accounts.

As people gravitated to Bluesky, problems piled up. The site went down at times on Thursday, causing new users to frantically refresh until it came back online. Ms. Graber said the glitches were partly due to issues with a major internet service provider that also affected other sites. Bugs persisted, including one that affected how user names were displayed in profiles.

New users clashed with existing ones. Some new users complained that Bluesky users were too earnest, a reflection of a different era of social media. Early adopters bristled, saying the newbies needed to adapt to Bluesky's social norms.

"Every time there's a big influx in users in general, everyone expects it to be like the last place they came from," said Chris Vinson, 33, a digital marketer from Evansville, Ind., who has used Bluesky since its early days. "They want it to be the new Twitter or whatever, even if it isn't supposed to be."

Ms. Graber referred to the culture clash as the "eternal September" problem, an allusion to how universities turn over their student population every year and a new class of students would log onto Usenet, an early social network, resulting in drastic changes to the culture. That problem became even more apparent in the early 1990s, when internet providers began funneling millions of people onto Usenet, making the issue a fixture of how fast-growing social networks operate.

Her solution has been to build more features into the app, such as allowing people to create custom feeds based on different topics or groups, and to build up automated content moderation tools that can hide or remove posts that break Bluesky's rules, such as harassment, incitement to violence or hate speech.

Rivals have taken notice. Last week, Adam Mosseri, the head of Instagram, noted that Threads had added more than 15 million new users -- or an entire Bluesky -- in the first half of November. Mark Zuckerberg, Meta's chief executive, said on Friday that Threads would test ways for users to create their own custom feeds, copying one of Bluesky's popular features.

Ms. Graber is positioning Bluesky as a David taking on Goliaths by differentiating itself further. On Friday, the company said it would never use people's posts to train generative artificial intelligence technology, a contrast to practices at Meta, X and Google.

She said she hoped that independent developers could build atop Bluesky's technology to make the social network even better. That's different from Facebook and X, which have had hot-and-cold relationships with the developer community.

"The state of most social platforms right now is that users are locked in and developers are locked out," Ms. Graber said. "We want to build something that makes sure users have the freedom to move and developers have the freedom to build."

"Fundamentally, we did this because we want to build an ecosystem that developers can put their trust in, and if anyone has an idea for improving the state of social media, they don't have to lobby us to change things," she added. "They can just do it themselves."
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Hennessy Workers Strike Over Plans to Bottle Cognac in China

The walkout in France is the latest development in a simmering trade war between Europe and China.

China placed steep penalties last month on brandy imported from Europe, hurting producers like Hennessy. Regis Duvignau/Reuters



By Liz Alderman
Reporting from Paris


Nov 20, 2024 at 11:59 AM

The turmoil of a trade war between China and Europe burst open this week as hundreds of employees at the Hennessy cognac factory in southwest France on Wednesday walked off the job for a second day to protest what unions said were plans to move brandy bottling to China.

Hennessy, owned by the French luxury giant Louis Vuitton Moet Hennessy, is exploring the move after China recently imposed steep financial penalties on European brandy imports, according to the Confederation Generale du Travail and Force Ouvriere unions, which represent Hennessy employees. Bottling the product in China could help Hennessy avoid paying the tariffs.

China last month raised the stakes in a trade dispute with the European Union by imposing temporary penalties on brandy from Europe and warning of possible tariffs on other European goods. The move by Beijing came after the European Union voted to proceed with higher tariffs on imports of electric vehicles made in China. France had led the push for the E.V. tariffs, and almost all the brandy targeted by China is made in France.

Hennessy said in a statement that it was not planning to move cognac production to China, but that it was working to protect its interests and safeguard the industry. "It is important to note that, as of today, nothing has yet been decided and that we are evaluating all possible solutions," the company said.

The National Interprofessional Cognac Bureau, a trade group, said in a statement that brands could be "forced to explore all avenues" to blunt the impact of Chinese tariffs.

"Workers are very impacted and emotional," Matthieu Devers, the CGT union leader at Hennessy, said Tuesday in a video posted on X, as nearly 500 workers halted production at the distillery. "They want to show their absolute opposition to the planned tests to move some production to China."

Some workers from France's other so-called Big Four cognac producers have joined the strikes, he added, including employees of Martell, a cognac house founded in 1715, and Remy Martin and Courvoisier. Together with Hennessy, the brands produce most of the world's cognac.

Hennessy and other brandy importers must deposit up to 39 percent of the wholesale value of shipments to China. Beijing, which has the option of turning the deposits into permanent tariffs, has accused European brandy producers of hurting Chinese producers by dumping brandy at unfairly low prices in the Chinese market.

Shares in LVMH, the world's biggest luxury group, slid 3 percent on Tuesday, deepening a slump that set in after the company warned last month of an "uncertain economic and geopolitical environment" and published earnings that disappointed analysts. The stock recovered slightly on Wednesday.

Brandy producers have pressed President Emmanuel Macron of France to negotiate "a diplomatic solution" with China to ensure the tariffs do not become permanent. The penalties, unions warn, could push companies to relocate more cognac production to China, dealing a devastating blow to the spirits-producing region of Cognac and other parts of Europe where brandy is made.

Mr. Macron said Tuesday at the Group of 20 summit meeting in Brazil that he was confident the trade dispute with China affecting France's cognac producers would be resolved. He added that he had asked Prime Minister Michel Barnier to visit China next year.

In the meantime, LVMH and other European brandy producers are scrambling to figure out a way forward -- with few palatable solutions. According to the CGT union, Hennessy has plans to ship already distilled cognac to China in vats, and bottle it there to avoid the brandy tariffs. The union described the plan as a "test" that could be carried out before the end of the year.

Video showed hundreds of workers massed early Wednesday outside the Hennessy brandy plant in Charente, the region of France where cognac production takes place. A strike could continue through early next week, when management is scheduled to sit down with employees. Around 17,000 people in the region are directly employed in Cognac production, and another 30,000 or so earn a livelihood from the business, in packaging, transport and other fields.

Cognac sales have slowed since pandemic lockdowns several years ago, and they have been hit further by falling sales in China and the United States more recently. In 2023, French brandy exports slumped in value by almost 15 percent, to 3.35 billion euros (about $3.5 billion).
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Archegos Founder Bill Hwang Is Sentenced to 18 Years

Mr. Hwang was convicted in July for his role in the collapse of his investment firm that caused roughly $10 billion in losses for several Wall Street banks.

The sentencing hearing of Bill Hwang, center, in federal court in Manhattan took nearly four hours. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times



By Matthew Goldstein



Nov 20, 2024 at 08:41 PM

A federal judge sentenced Bill Hwang, the founder of Archegos Capital Management, on Wednesday to 18 years in prison for his role in the collapse of his once-giant investment firm that caused roughly $10 billion in losses for Wall Street banks.

Mr. Hwang, whose legal name is Sung Kook Hwang, was convicted in July by a federal jury in Manhattan after nearly two days of deliberation after a two-month trial. Federal prosecutors called 21 witnesses, including two former employees at Archegos, which Mr. Hwang had set up in 2013 as a giant family office.

Archegos traded like a hedge fund for much of it existence, using borrowed money from Wall Street banks to make big bets on stocks. But because it was a family office that managed mainly Mr. Hwang's family money, it operated without much regulatory oversight.

The sudden collapse in 2021 of Archegos -- which managed $36 billion of Mr. Hwang's family money -- wiped out most of his personal fortune in addition to causing the steep losses for the banks that had facilitated his firm's trading.

The broader impact of Archegos's failure on the stock market was limited, but several banks, including UBS, Morgan Stanley and Nomura, suffered losses.

In all, Mr. Hwang, 60, was charged with 11 counts of securities fraud, wire fraud, conspiracy, racketeering and market manipulation. The jury found him guilty on 10 of those charges and found him not guilty on one of the seven counts of market manipulation.

The sentencing hearing in federal court in Manhattan took nearly four hours, as Mr. Hwang's lawyers objected to many of the provisions in the so-called presentencing report prepared by the prosecution. Judge Alvin Hellerstein, who presided over the trial, rejected most of the objections.

Judge Hellerstein said he had to balance the severity of the crime with Mr. Hwang's charitable work.

"I have to take into consideration the good and the bad," said Judge Hellerstein, who also sentenced him to three years of supervised release. "The sentence has to reflect the seriousness of the event."

The sentence was a relatively stiff one. Judge Hellerstein noted that Sam Bankman-Fried received a 25-year sentence for his role in the $8 billion fraud that collapsed his cryptocurrency exchange, FTX.

Mr. Hwang is planning to appeal his conviction. But in addressing Judge Hellerstein, Mr. Hwang said he was sorry for the pain he had caused his employees and the banks that had lent money to his firm.

"I feel really terrible for what happened," he said.

Mr. Hwang, who often came to his trial with religious text, thanked God, his wife, family and friends. He said he was "deeply blessed."

Before Mr. Hwang spoke, a prosecutor told Judge Hellerstein that Mr. Hwang's fraud was "pervasive and not a one-off." He also called him a recidivist because he had reached a civil settlement with the Securities and Exchange Commission in an insider trading investigation that involved his old hedge fund -- Tiger Asia Management -- and had been fined $44 million.

Federal prosecutors asked for him to be sentenced to 21 years in prison because of the severity of the crime.

Mr. Hwang's lawyers argued that he should not be sentenced to any time in prison. They said he was one of the biggest victims in the collapse of Archegos.

Judge Hellerstein noted during the hearing that the losses at Archegos constituted one of the bigger frauds on Wall Street. He said Mr. Hwang, who also ran a religious-oriented foundation, was clearly "a charitable man." But Judge Hellerstein said it raised the question of how a man who could do a lifetime of good works could also commit a "dreadful crime."

The judge said the request by Mr. Hwang's lawyers that he should not get any prison time was a "ridiculous sentence," even if he intended to appeal and believed he did nothing wrong.

At trial, Mr. Hwang did not take the stand. But during cross-examination of the prosecution's witnesses, his lawyers argued that Mr. Hwang had done nothing wrong and that the government was trying to punish him for being a high-risk trader.

Mr. Hwang's legal team suggested that their client loved the stocks he invested in, and that was the reason he kept making bigger and bigger bets. He had never intended to deceive the banks that had lent his firm money, his lawyers said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/20/business/bill-hwang-archegos-sentence.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Gary Wang, a Top FTX Executive, Is Given No Prison Time

Mr. Wang is the last close colleague of the FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried to be sentenced for the fraud that caused the crypto exchange to collapse in 2022.

Gary Wang, a former top executive of the failed FTX cryptocurrency exchange, on Wednesday. Judge Lewis A. Kaplan told Mr. Wang that he deserved a "world of credit" for the extent of his cooperation.  Jeenah Moon for The New York Times



By David Yaffe-Bellany and Matthew Goldstein
David Yaffe-Bellany and Matthew Goldstein reported from federal court in Manhattan.


Nov 20, 2024 at 03:44 PM

Gary Wang, who was a close friend and colleague of the disgraced cryptocurrency mogul Sam Bankman-Fried, on Wednesday avoided prison time for his role in the collapse of the FTX crypto exchange after he cooperated with U.S. prosecutors.

Mr. Wang is the second key cooperating witness in the FTX case to receive a sentence that does not involve any prison time. Instead, a federal judge sentenced him to three years of supervised release.

Judge Lewis A. Kaplan, who has presided over the case, told Mr. Wang that he deserved a "world of credit" for the extent of his cooperation. "You immediately did the right thing," Judge Kaplan said.

Weeks after FTX failed in 2022, Mr. Wang, now 31, pleaded guilty to participating in the theft of $8 billion from the exchange's customers. He agreed to cooperate with prosecutors, and testified for the government at the 2023 trial of Mr. Bankman-Fried, whom Mr. Wang had known since they were teenagers.

Mr. Bankman-Fried was found guilty on seven counts of fraud, conspiracy and money laundering, and was sentenced to 25 years in prison. He has appealed the conviction.

Before Mr. Wang's sentencing, his lawyers requested that he serve no prison time, while prosecutors also called for leniency.

Mr. Wang is the last of FTX's top executives to receive a sentence. In September, Caroline Ellison, a crucial figure in the fraud who was also Mr. Bankman-Fried's on-and-off girlfriend, was sentenced to two years in prison. Nishad Singh, another top FTX executive, received no prison time last month, after the judge in the case praised his cooperation with prosecutors. A fifth executive, Ryan Salame, was sentenced to seven and a half years in prison for campaign finance fraud.

At the sentencing hearing in federal court on Wednesday, Mr. Wang told Judge Kaplan that he was "deeply sorry" for the role he played in the FTX fraud and the impact it had on the exchange's customers.

"There are so many things I could have done differently," Mr. Wang said in a brief statement. He added that he regretted the choices he had made and would try for the rest of his life to make amends for what he had done.

Ilan Graff, one of Mr. Wang's lawyers, said his client had never personally profited from the fraud at FTX or changed his lifestyle in any way.

Among the executives caught up in the fraud, Mr. Wang had one of the longest-standing connections to Mr. Bankman-Fried. They met at a high school math camp and became classmates at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where they joined the same fraternity.

In 2017, Mr. Wang helped Mr. Bankman-Fried run Alameda Research, a crypto trading firm based in Berkeley, Calif., and later moved with him to Hong Kong to start FTX. Known for his quiet demeanor, Mr. Wang was FTX's chief technical expert, designing the computer code that powered the company's popular crypto trading platform.

In that role, Mr. Wang put in place code that helped enable Mr. Bankman-Fried's fraud, allowing Alameda to borrow virtually unlimited amounts of customer funds from FTX.

After FTX imploded, Mr. Wang flew to New York to begin working with prosecutors. In a memo to the court, the government called his cooperation "outstanding" and "remarkable." In addition to his trial testimony, the memo said, Mr. Wang built a computer tool that the government has begun using to detect potential fraud by publicly traded companies.

In another memo submitted to the court, Mr. Wang's lawyers argued that he had a "limited role" in the FTX fraud and noted that he had pleaded guilty to fewer counts than the other conspirators.

"Gary wants nothing more than to lead a quiet life, in which he continues to try to right the wrong in which he participated," his lawyers wrote.

Mr. Wang has started a family and begun to rebuild his career, the memo said. In January 2023, he married another former FTX employee, Cheryl Chen, who is now pregnant with their child. Last year, he also began working full time as a software engineer at Polycam, a company that makes 3-D imaging technology.

Wearing a dark suit and red tie, Mr. Wang was joined in court by his parents, as well as Ms. Chen and the chief executive of Polycam. After the sentence was read aloud, Ms. Chen quietly wiped away tears.

Mr. Wang stood and smiled, shaking hands with the prosecutors as they left the courtroom.

Sheelagh McNeill contributed research.
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The Onion's Bid to Acquire Infowars Has Gotten Messy

A hearing is scheduled for Monday to review the auction process, which is being contested by a losing bidder associated with Alex Jones, the Infowars founder.

The Onion submitted the winning bid for Infowars in a bankruptcy auction, with plans to reintroduce the site as a parody of itself. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times



By Elizabeth Williamson and Benjamin Mullin



Nov 19, 2024 at 10:01 PM

There was a merry triumphalism to the announcement last week that The Onion, a satirical outlet based in Chicago, won an auction to acquire the conspiracy site Infowars out of bankruptcy.

The deal seemed done: Infowars went offline; memes of an apoplectic Alex Jones, its founder, sped across social media; and Ben Collins, chief executive of The Onion's parent company, pronounced the coup "hilarious."

No one is laughing now.

That sale process has been drawn out by an unexpected twist in the bankruptcy proceedings, when a bidder affiliated with Mr. Jones raised an 11th-hour objection to the deal. Since then, a flurry of court filings have put a spotlight on the final act of the bankruptcy proceedings, which have proved to be just as chaotic as those that preceded them.

The auction's only other bidder, First United American Companies, which is associated with one of Mr. Jones's online stores, is contesting the sale to The Onion's parent company, Global Tetrahedron. The outcome of that effort will become clear after a hearing on Monday, set by Judge Christopher Lopez in a federal bankruptcy court in Houston, to review the bidding process.

The Infowars auction is part of an effort to liquidate Mr. Jones's business and personal assets to satisfy nearly $1.5 billion in damages awarded in 2022 to families of the victims of the mass shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Connecticut. Mr. Jones lied about the 2012 shooting for years, saying that the government staged it as a pretext for draconian gun control and that the families were complicit in the plot.

The families of 10 Sandy Hook victims sued Mr. Jones and his company, Free Speech Systems, in Texas and Connecticut. The Connecticut families and their lawyers are leading the effort to sell Infowars' key assets to The Onion.

A makeshift memorial near Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn., in December 2012. Marcus Yam for The New York Times


The Onion plans to reintroduce Infowars early next year as a parody of itself, mocking "weird internet personalities" like Mr. Jones who traffic in misinformation and health supplements, Mr. Collins said in an interview last week.

A lawyer for Mr. Jones did not respond to a request for comment. In a statement, Mr. Collins said Global Tetrahedron had been selected as the winning bidder last week, adding that the sale was continuing as part of "standard processes."

Last Thursday, at an emergency hearing to contest The Onion's bid, it emerged that First United had made a cash offer of $3.5 million. That is exactly twice the $1.75 million in cash offered by The Onion, a figure that was secret until the court battle dragged on. The Onion had sweetened the total value of its bid to $7 million with the backing of the Sandy Hook families, who essentially opted to put a portion of their potential earnings from the judgment against Mr. Jones toward The Onion's bid.

After his website came back online last week, Mr. Jones staged a re-entry to his Infowars headquarters carrying a sink, echoing a video that Elon Musk posted online after he bought Twitter, now called X. Lawyers for X, which restored Mr. Jones's once-banned account last year, made an appearance at the hearing last week to notify the court that the social network was reserving its rights with regard to the sale of Mr. Jones's personal account.

Alex Jones, the founder of Infowars, was sued by the families of 10 Sandy Hook shooting victims, leading to the effort to sell Infowars' key assets. Nic Antaya for The New York Times


Lawyers for the Connecticut families and Christopher R. Murray, the court-appointed trustee who ran the sale, argued that The Onion's bid package created more value for the creditors, the goal of any bankruptcy. The Jones-affiliated bidder has said it was not given an opportunity to counter The Onion's bid.

Lawyers for the two sides filed another deluge of legal filings this week. Mr. Murray sought to pre-empt the hearing entirely in a motion asking the judge to declare The Onion the winner. First United repeated its accusations that the families, their Connecticut lawyers and the trustee had improperly colluded and "rigged" the bidding.

A rambling subsequent filing from First United traced Mr. Jones's six-year court battle with the families, including claims that the lawsuits were part of a conspiracy by Democrats and the "deep state" to silence him and kill off his business.

On Tuesday morning, the Texas comptroller's office requested copies of court records and notified the bankruptcy court that it intended to appear in the case.

Mr. Jones, a supporter of President-elect Donald Trump, has told his audience that Mr. Trump's allies also oppose the sale. "Trump is pissed, and they're all watching this," he said on his first broadcast after the Infowars website was restored.

On Friday, Infowars featured remarks by Jeffrey Clark, a former Justice Department lawyer integral to Mr. Trump's failed efforts to reverse the result of the 2020 presidential election.

"I think people should be looking over their shoulder and thinking about whether they really want to be doing this, to shut down an important media operation," said Mr. Clark, who is director of litigation at the Trump-allied Center for Renewing America.

Kitty Bennett contributed research.
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SpaceX Starship Launch Ends With a Dramatic Water Landing

President-elect Donald J. Trump joined Elon Musk, as his company's prototype moon and Mars rocket carried out a sixth test flight that showed a mix of progress and setbacks.

Video: SpaceX Unable to Recover Booster Stage During Sixth Test Flight

President-elect Donald Trump joined Elon Musk in Texas and watched the launch from a nearby location on Tuesday. While the Starship's giant booster stage was unable to repeat a "chopsticks" landing, the vehicle's upper stage successfully splashed down in the Indian Ocean.


By Katrina Miller, Erica L. Green and Kenneth Chang



Nov 19, 2024 at 05:00 PM

SpaceX's latest test flight of its Starship vehicle on Tuesday got off to a sobering start, as the company was unable to recover the enormous booster stage of the rocket, the most powerful ever built. But about an hour later, the vehicle's upper stage was more successful with the completion of a daring maneuver to splash down in the Indian Ocean.

The late-afternoon launch brought President-elect Donald J. Trump to the company's South Texas launch site along the Gulf of Mexico for a show of solidarity with Elon Musk, SpaceX's founder and the world's richest man, who helped catapult the former president back to the White House.

President-elect Donald Trump listened as Elon Musk explained the operations in the control room ahead of the launch of the SpaceX Starship rocket. Pool photo by Brandon Bell


The two men were shown discussing the launch and its aftermath. But SpaceX's highly produced video livestream of the flight stuck to rocket science, as the company's engineers highlighted their work in pursuit of Mr. Musk's dream of sending people to Mars in the years ahead. And Tuesday's flight offered contrasting moments of the company's engineering achievements and the work that remains to be completed to build a rapidly reusable rocket.

"Development testing, by definition, is unpredictable," said Jessie Anderson, a manufacturing engineering manager at SpaceX and a host of the live broadcast. "But that is exactly why we test."

The Starship rocket system is the largest ever built -- 397 feet tall, or about 90 feet taller than the Statue of Liberty, including the pedestal.

And Starship has the most engines ever in a rocket booster: The Super Heavy booster -- the bottom part of the rocket -- has 33 of SpaceX's powerful Raptor engines sticking out of its bottom. As those engines lifted Starship off the launchpad, they generated 16 million pounds of thrust at full throttle.

The upper part, also called Starship or Ship for short, looks like a shiny rocket from science fiction movies of the 1950s and is made of stainless steel with large fins. This stage will head toward orbit and ultimately could carry people to the moon or even Mars.

The rocket lifted off on time at 4 p.m. Central time from the launch site nicknamed Starbase near the city of Brownsville. The company announced during the livestream that a plush banana was placed in the vehicle's cargo hold.

A goal of the flight was for Super Heavy, the large booster stage, to snap back into its original place on the liftoff tower, as happened in October when the booster was caught by a pair of mechanical "chopsticks." But after an initial "go for catch" command minutes into the flight, an updated command was given for the booster to skip the complicated maneuver, and the booster instead performed a smoky splashdown into the Gulf of Mexico.

"It was pretty epic on Attempt 1," Kate Tice, a senior quality engineering manager at SpaceX, said of the last test flight's tower catch on the company's livestream. "But the safety of the teams and the public and the pad itself are paramount."

SpaceX has not yet provided a reason for the last-minute change.

While the booster did not make it back to the launch tower, the rocket's upper stage traveled on for about an hour.


As with earlier test flights, Tuesday's flight vehicle did not enter orbit but instead traveled on a suborbital path that, by design, took it over the middle of the Indian Ocean. That way, if anything went wrong, the rocket would still splash down harmlessly in the water.

Around 35 minutes into the journey, Starship achieved an important objective of the test flight, as engineers reignited an engine in space for the first time, a crucial step that will be needed to bring a future vehicle back to the ground from orbit.

"Exciting to see the Raptor engine restart in space -- major progress towards orbital flight," Bill Nelson, the NASA administrator, wrote in a post on Mr. Musk's social-media platform, X.

"Starship's success is Artemis' success," Mr. Nelson added, referring to the program to send NASA astronauts back to the moon, for which SpaceX has received $4.4 billion in government contracts. "Together, we will return humanity to the Moon & set our sights on Mars."

The flight continued, with plasma building up beneath the spacecraft, as it re-entered Earth's atmosphere, surrounding the vehicle in a colorful glow.

Moments later, flaps on the Starship vehicle steered the spacecraft first into a nosedive. The flaps, with the help of the rocket's engines, then steered the silvery vessel back into a vertical orientation similar to the position Starship may assume when it returns to the launchpad on future flights.

"Starship has landed," an engineer said calmly from the control room, as the vehicle's plunge into the water was met with whistles and cheers from viewers in the crowd.

Though the SpaceX livestream stayed away from political commentary, Mr. Trump's attendance at the launch signals a growing bond between the president-elect and Mr. Musk.

The Super Heavy booster from SpaceX's Starship vehicle returning to the launch site in Boca Chica, Texas, during the rocket's fifth test flight on Oct. 13. Eric Gay/Associated Press


Last week, Mr. Trump announced that Mr. Musk would lead a yet-to-be-created government agency, and Mr. Musk has become a central figure in Mr. Trump's transition.

Although the two men became close allies only recently, Mr. Trump had long expressed admiration for Mr. Musk's rocket launches and would frequently reference SpaceX during campaign speeches.

At the same time, the SpaceX founder has complained that the pace of Starship testing has been slowed through unnecessary environmental reviews by the Federal Aviation Administration, which regulates private space launches, and by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

The new presidential administration could streamline regulatory procedures and pick up the pace of Starship flights, speeding up Mr. Musk's dreams of using Starship to send astronauts to Mars.

While NASA is planning to use a version of Starship as a moon lander for its astronauts, Mr. Trump could shift NASA's focus to sending astronauts to the red planet instead.

Mr. Musk has said SpaceX planned to launch uncrewed Starships to Mars in 2026 to test the ability to land there, and if successful, people could be aboard for a future opportunity. Earth and Mars align every 26 months.

Mr. Musk has also suggested that the F.A.A. under Mr. Trump could allow Starship to conduct suborbital flights taking passengers halfway around the world in half an hour.
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Guest Essay


The Right's Triumph Over Social Media

 Tamir Kalifa for The New York Times



By Julia Angwin
Ms. Angwin is a contributing Opinion writer and an investigative journalist.


Nov 20, 2024 at 10:03 AM

The red tide that swept across the nation in our recent election marked many things. One of them was a right-wing triumph over social media.

Under heavy pressure from the right, and with the help of X owner Elon Musk, the leading tech platforms opened the floodgates for propaganda to spread unchecked. The result was a flood of lies and distortions flowing through our social media feeds. That led to possibly the most misinformed electorate we've ever seen.

Many voters headed to the polls convinced that border crossings are higher than ever before (they are not), violent crime rates are rising (untrue) and inflation is soaring (ditto). We will never know how much this garbage may have swayed voters, but we do know it influenced one side significantly: conservatives.

Combine this lowering of guardrails with the tech chief executives' obsequious public congratulations to President-elect Donald Trump after his resounding win, and it's hard not to see this striking turnaround in political terms. "In Trump, Silicon Valley got what it wanted: a president that will kneecap antitrust efforts, embrace deregulation and defang labor laws," the journalist Brian Merchant wrote in his newsletter, Blood in the Machine.

And with Mr. Trump soon in office, the landscape may get worse before it gets better. Brendan Carr, tapped by the incoming president to be the chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, posted on X after securing the nomination a call to "dismantle the censorship cartel and restore free speech rights for everyday Americans."

Even if the companies weren't actively trying to game the election, a flood of right-leaning misinformation certainly was the natural outcome of a lack of intervention in this polarized moment. It was unrealistic to expect profit-driven social media companies to act as good-faith gatekeepers to facts that challenge power. After all, the excavation and marketing of facts are often dangerous and rarely lucrative. And yet, without them, we lack a shared understanding of reality that is needed to participate in a democracy.

After Mr. Trump's surprise upset in 2016, buoyed in part by a covert Russian social media campaign and sneaky use of Facebook data by Cambridge Analytica, the tech platforms vowed to do better. Facebook set up an oversight board to help decide which dangerous content should be taken down. Twitter offered cash bounties to hackers who could find bias in its algorithms. A crop of misinformation researchers popped up at universities and nonprofits. In their efforts, the social media companies even went so far as to suspend Mr. Trump's accounts when he wouldn't stop posting lies about the election being stolen.

A conservative backlash ensued. In 2022, Mr. Musk bought Twitter with the explicit goal of molding it to his political interests. He immediately set about dismantling Twitter's content moderation team and relied instead on a crowdsourced fact-checking system that researchers have found wanting. Soon, Twitter -- which he renamed X -- was increasingly complying with censorship requests from the Indian government that it had previously resisted and letting known harassers and lie-purveyors it had previously banned back onto the platform.

At the same time, Republicans began working the refs, launching a legal and political campaign against what they said was tech platform censorship of conservative speech. After gaining control of the House of Representatives in 2022, they used their newfound power to issue a flurry of subpoenas and requests for documents to fact-checkers and disinformation researchers, forcing them to hire expensive legal counsel and spend countless hours responding.

Republicans passed laws in several states to prevent tech platforms from censoring conservative speech, even though the bans were often prompted by violations of longstanding platform rules against things like harassment, hate speech and incitements to violence. This past summer, the Supreme Court declined to overturn those laws, but sent them back to state courts for further adjudication.

The platforms caved. Soon, Meta declared it was getting out of politics altogether -- the realm of the most contested facts -- by suppressing political speech on Facebook and Instagram and reportedly scaling down its labeling of false posts. YouTube said it would stop taking down videos with some election lies. Independent misinformation researchers who were targeted by subpoenas dialed back on their work.

While nobody can say for sure what this did to our election, one thing we do know is that the opening of the social media floodgates benefits one side more than the other. A comprehensive study published last month in Nature found that conservatives shared more false information online in 2020, and therefore even neutral enforcement of platform policies against misinformation would disproportionately target conservatives.

The wave of fake news was so bad that in the days leading up to this month's election, the F.B.I. issued five press releases warning the public about lies circulating online -- including fake claims about F.B.I. election monitoring activities and two rare joint statements with other intelligence agencies warning of Russian online efforts to influence elections.

Now we are in a situation where it is clear that the tech platforms are not going to risk their profits or their political power to protect high-quality information. And it's equally clear that the Republicans will continue to push for fewer guardrails against falsehoods.

If we want a quality information environment, we have to build a new one beyond the walls of the existing Big Tech social media platforms.

We can do that by funding people who do the hard work of collecting facts (a.k.a. journalists) and by finding new ways to reach audiences beyond the grip of social media algorithms that are designed to promote outrageous content rather than sober facts. There is also a new movement brewing that aims to break open the gates of the closed social media platforms.

You may have noticed that a whole bunch of new social media platforms have popped up in the past few years with names like Mastodon, Threads and Bluesky. These may look like X on the surface, but under the hood they are wholly different beasts than the social media platforms we grew up on. They are part of a movement called the fediverse, which some sources say derives its name from "federation" and "universe."

It's early days for the fediverse -- which has around 200 million users collectively compared with the billions on Facebook and X -- although Bluesky is growing fast, more than doubling in the past 90 days to over 15 million users. The goals of the fediverse are simple: to allow you to post to all the social media platforms from a single account.

Currently, if you want to reach Threads users, you need to set up a Threads account and work slowly and painfully to recreate the network you had already built on Twitter. But in the fediverse, you can use your Threads account to post directly to your other social media accounts as well. The fediverse also allows users to become their own social media gatekeeper, choosing their own content moderation standards.

It's not a silver bullet for truth -- plenty of people will still fall for lies and misleading content. But by seizing control of our social media environment, we can give the truth a chance.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, WhatsApp, X and Threads.
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Ezra Klein


Jared Polis Wants to Win Back the Hippies

 Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock



By Ezra Klein
Opinion Columnist


Nov 17, 2024 at 11:00 AM

It's such a bother when politicians have to go and complicate your clean narrative about why they're succeeding.

Last week, I spoke to Jared Polis, the Democratic governor of Colorado. Polis's state was, if not a bright spot for Democrats, a less-dark one. In New York, Democrats lost 11 points off their 2020 margin; in New Jersey, 10 points; in Massachusetts, nine and a half points; in California, nine points (though votes are still being counted); in Illinois, seven points. In Colorado, the difference was two and a half points. What is Polis, who won re-election in 2022 by a 19-point margin, doing right?

One answer -- and this, to be honest, was the answer I'd gone looking for -- is focusing relentlessly on the cost of living. "You can't just do one policy and expect, somehow, people will know it," Polis told me. "But they generally understand the drumbeat of 30, 40 things you're doing, each of which reduces costs in a different way. And so that's been our strategy: to flood the zone with this work to reduce costs."

Polis points with pride to his successful efforts to expand pre-K and kindergarten and get a public insurance option onto the Colorado health exchanges -- and also to his rejection of proposals to add benefits that would drive up costs. He's happy to brag about reducing the tax rate for both businesses and individuals, walking me through every decimal-point reduction he achieved, and the many bills he's signed to make it easier to build homes.

"When you say something a lot, it means you generally believe it," Polis said. "So here's a line I often use: We want the best solutions from the left and the right to save people money."

But during our conversation and in the days after, another answer emerged -- and for Democrats this one is a little more challenging. Polis is a dissenter from the trends that swept through Democratic governance during the pandemic. He was unusual among Democratic governors for the emphasis he put on both personal responsibility and personal liberty. Colorado opened early, sparking a tourism boom, and Polis tried to rely more on information than compulsion.

"I certainly believe in vaccinations," he told me. "I get vaccinated myself. I did that publicly last week for the flu and Covid. But if you can't convince people with the data, then they have the personal freedom not to. 'Our bodies, our choice' applies not just to fetuses but also to decisions around health care, whether it's getting vaccinated or what foods you consume."

Then he said something I wasn't expecting: "I was sad to see R.F.K. leaving our coalition because his voters in Colorado are a big part of my coalition. I mean, I had to threaten to veto vaccine mandates and we were able to avoid them. We have been trying to legalize raw milk in our state for several years and we're continuing to try because it leans into empowering people to make their own choices."

I found it surprising that Polis was going out of his way to signal his affection for Robert F. Kennedy Jr., but I didn't think much of it. Colorado is a crunchy place, and it's easy enough for Polis to lament the loss of allies. But Polis meant it. A few days after we spoke, news broke that Donald Trump planned to nominate Kennedy to lead the Department of Health and Human Services. Liberals were aghast. Polis was the only Democrat I saw, anywhere, who seemed thrilled.

"I'm excited by the news that the President-Elect will appoint @RobertKennedyJr to @HHSGov," Polis tweeted. "He helped us defeat vaccine mandates in Colorado in 2019 and will help make America healthy again by shaking up HHS and FDA. I hope he leans into personal choice on vaccines rather than bans (which I think are terrible, just like mandates) but what I'm most optimistic about is taking on big pharma and the corporate ag oligopoly to improve our health."

Polis's liberal supporters were outraged, and he eventually clarified what he thought: "Science must remain THE cornerstone of our nation's health policy" -- though he added that if "we follow the science we would also be far more concerned about the impact of pesticides on public health, ag policy on nutrition, and the lack of access to prescription drugs due to high prices."

The unexpected brouhaha was, at the least, a problem for the piece I'd been planning to write on Polis. But Polis's embrace of Kennedy may be no less significant to his success than his attention to affordability.

Kennedy, remember, is a former Air America host who Barack Obama considered to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. He has gotten kookier and more conspiratorial since then, but when he ran for president in 2024, he did so, initially, as a Democrat. The crunchy, anti-vaxx, anti-corporate politics he represents used to have a home in the Democratic Party. But the pandemic polarized Americans around trust in scientific and public health institutions, and comfort with public health mandates, and there's little room left for people with Kennedy's politics in the Democratic coalition.

Joe Rogan's real break with liberals came in the fight over vaccine skepticism. Elon Musk's shift to the right appeared -- to me at least -- to take hold as he fought against Covid lockdowns and rules. And make no mistake: It wasn't just the Democrats that developed new litmus tests. Operation Warp Speed was arguably Trump's single most successful policy as president. It saved an extraordinary number of lives at a remarkably low cost. But the Republican Party turned against vaccines, Trump abandoned his own policy, and he is now appointing the nation's leading vaccine skeptic to run the Department of Health and Human Services. Covid changed the two coalitions in ways we still haven't fully absorbed.

Politics is about what you prioritize, and liberals, today, prioritize respect for institutions and expertise. "In this house, we believe in science," and so on. It's telling that the announcement that Kennedy might lead H.H.S. has generated far more liberal fury than Trump's decision to name Mike Huckabee the U.S. ambassador to Israel or charge Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy with cutting trillions from the federal budget. There is more overlap between Kennedy and most liberals -- who'd have thought Trump would name a pro-choice candidate to lead H.H.S.? -- than between liberals and any of Trump's other nominees. But the relationship to institutions and expertise is very different. And institutions and expertise are what American politics has really polarized over.

Don't get me wrong: I don't want to see Kennedy running H.H.S., either. Another pandemic could happen and we will need more vaccines. We are on the verge of what could be a golden age of biotech advances. I'm all for healthier food, but the person running the federal government's health bureaucracies should be excited by the possibilities of modern medicine. I was hoping, in a second Trump administration, to see the Warp Speed program replicated. The H.H.S. secretary's powers are limited, but there is plenty of havoc pseudoscience and conspiratorial thinking could cause.

Still, I don't think it's an accident that Polis's more individualistic take on liberalism has held so strong in Colorado. Democrats are ready to face the support they lost to inflation, but they've never fully reckoned with the anger and mistrust that still pulses from the pandemic. Maybe they don't want to. Perhaps they now prefer a coalition without Kennedy, and others like him, in it. But Polis doesn't.
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Guest Essay


What's Right and Wrong About Trump's Defense Secretary Pick

 Andrew Harnik/Associated Press



By Jennifer Steinhauer
Ms. Steinhauer is a former reporter for The New York Times who covered military and veteran issues.


Nov 18, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Pete Hegseth, like many of President-elect Donald Trump's cabinet picks so far, may seem unworthy of the role he has been tapped to fill. But the instinct to choose someone like him is not.

Mr. Hegseth, the former Fox News host and veteran Mr. Trump plans to nominate to lead the Department of Defense, lacks the necessary leadership experience. His antediluvian views on women in the armed forces, his advocacy for soldiers accused of war crimes and his past remarks on racial issues alone should be disqualifying in a confirmation process. (The news last week that he was investigated in 2017 after being accused of sexual assault won't help his cause.) But his apparent disenchantment with American military engagement abroad and his skepticism of nation-building by armed forces and endless wars should not.

Mr. Hegseth, despite his heavy baggage, represents something that needs to be acknowledged: the deep bipartisan dissatisfaction with a military leadership that has presided over 20 years of failed wars and incalculable costs to America's veterans and their families. If Mr. Trump could find a nominee for secretary of defense who holds similar views, but without his obvious shortcomings, his choice would be justified.

Mr. Hegseth has become an influential adopter of the isolationist views that have flourished among veterans who bore the greatest toll for the global war on terror. That toll -- including combat injuries, diseases from exposure to burn pits, brain damage and a suicide crisis that the Pentagon has entirely failed to stem -- has deepened their frustrations with the political status quo. All this has left many of the nation's veterans, regardless of their politics, with views on war that align with those of Mr. Trump and his Pentagon pick. No number of ovations for their service, early-boarding privileges at the airport or taxpayer-funded trips to V.A. hospitals can make up for what they lost.

Mr. Trump seems to have selected many of his other choices, such as Representative Matt Gaetz for attorney general, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. for health and human services secretary and former Representative Tulsi Gabbard for director of national intelligence, for their loyalty. Mr. Hegseth has been loyal, too, but his selection also signals a point of view on military conflict that many Americans appear to agree with.

Over the past two decades, the mainstream foreign policy establishment -- sometimes cynically referred to as the Blob -- has had enduring influence over American war and peace. As a result, the antiwar views once relegated to the left have now spread throughout American political culture, and certainly the Republican Party; indeed, Vice President-elect JD Vance, a veteran, holds similar views.

There have been failures at home as well. Modern Pentagon leaders have stifled innovation and allowed rampant sexual harassment to persist, all while recruitment numbers (except for the Marines) have taken a dive. They have been disingenuous about national security intelligence, the failure to prepare for and prosecute the war in Afghanistan and the chaotic final withdrawal from Kabul.

Recent history has shown that the sort of experience Mr. Hegseth lacks is no guarantee against world-shaking mistakes. Donald Rumsfeld, as one of the youngest defense secretaries under Gerald Ford and one of the oldest under George W. Bush, with decades of experience in between, went to war with the army he had, and we are still suffering from his "plan."

Before that, Robert McNamara surrounded himself with the "whiz kids" of RAND, cloaking military strategy in the trappings of academic brilliance, and we got 58,220 deaths and a humiliating defeat in Vietnam. The refusal of defense secretaries from the Bush and Obama administrations, through the first Trump administration, to simply tell the truth about what was happening in Afghanistan was how we got here, with an antiwar former Fox News host waiting in the wings for Senate confirmation.

In that sense, Mr. Trump's choice simply underscores the wholly unsurprising fact that military leaders who have traditionally led the Pentagon and its 1.3 million active-duty service members may now be out of vogue within the Republican Party. The bipartisan disdain for the military-industrial complex and the revolving door of contractors and suppliers who feed it has been flourishing for years.

Mr. Trump's connections to disaffected veterans are deep. At the end of his first term, he nominated Will Ruger, a veteran of the Afghanistan war and a former Koch Institute honcho, to be ambassador to Afghanistan. Over the past decade in Washington and beyond, a growing left-right alliance has shared Mr. Trump's strong -- though strategically and ideologically inconsistent -- opposition to the so-called forever wars. Among Republicans, those views now inform a deep skepticism or even disdain for assisting Ukraine and supporting traditional European alliances.

In recent years, polls have shown a majority of veterans unhappy with those endless conflicts. When President Biden first announced that the United States military would withdraw from Afghanistan, veterans organizations across the political spectrum -- including Concerned Veterans for America, an advocacy group funded by the Koch network; Common Defense, a left-wing organization; and The American Legion -- coordinated with the White House's National Security Council to give Mr. Biden cover. But the withdrawal was disastrous and complicated this alliance. It was such failures and lack of accountability of the senior military officials responsible for them that radicalized veterans like Mr. Hegseth and created the conditions for the old-line Pentagon brass's current reckoning.

We should oppose Mr. Hegseth as undeserving of the post he seeks. But we should not kid ourselves that another defense secretary "experienced" in the ways of modern warfare is the military leader America wants today.

Jennifer Steinhauer is a former reporter for The New York Times who covered military and veteran issues. She is the author of a novel, two cookbooks and "The Firsts," the story of the women of the 116th Congress.
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Guest Essay


The World Is Watching the U.S. Deal With Bird Flu, and It's Scary

 Mark Pernice



By Tulio de Oliveira
Dr. Oliveira is the director of the Center for Epidemic Response and Innovation in South Africa.


Nov 19, 2024 at 10:01 AM

As a virus scientist in South Africa, I've been watching with dread as H5N1 bird flu spreads among animals in the United States. The pathogen poses a serious pandemic threat and has been detected in over 500 dairy herds in 15 states -- which is probably an undercount. And yet the U.S. response appears inadequate and slow, with too few genomic sequences of H5N1 cases in farm animals made publicly available for scientific review.

Failure to control H5N1 among American livestock could have global consequences, and this demands urgent attention. The United States has done little to reassure the world that it has the outbreak contained.

The recent infection of a pig at a farm in Oregon is especially concerning, as pigs are known to be mixing bowls for influenza viruses. Pigs can be infected by both avian and human influenza viruses, creating a risk for the viruses to exchange genetic material and potentially speed up adaptation for human transmission. The H1N1 pandemic in 2009 was created and spread initially by pigs.

Beyond the risks to its citizens (there are over 45 cases of people in the United States getting the virus in 2024), the United States should remember that the country where a pandemic emerges can be accused of not doing enough to control it. We still hear how China did not do enough to stop the Covid-19 pandemic. None of us would want a new pathogen labeled "the American virus," as this could be very damaging for the United States' reputation and economy.

The United States should learn from how the global south responds to infectious diseases. Those of us working in the region have a good track record of responding to epidemics and emerging pandemics and can help the United States identify new virus strains and offer insights into how to control H5N1. This knowledge has not come easily or without suffering; it has developed from decades of dealing with deadly diseases. We've learned one simple lesson: You need to learn your enemy as quickly as possible in order to fight it.

We did this during Covid. In November 2021, my colleagues and I and others in Botswana discovered the Omicron variant. We quickly and publicly warned the world that it could rapidly spread. This kind of transparency is not always easy because it can come at a large economic cost. For example, after we shared our Omicron discovery, countries around the world imposed travel bans on South Africa ahead of the December holidays, spurring backlash. Our team received death threats, and we needed security for our labs. One estimate suggests South Africa lost $63 million in canceled bookings from December to March.

But it was the right thing to do. That's why it's so frustrating that genomic sequences of H5N1 animal cases in the United States are not quickly made available. Sharing genomes of virus samples immediately is crucial for understanding the threat and giving the world time to prepare, including developing antivirals and vaccines. Rwanda, for example, was recently bold enough to go public with the detection of the deadly Marburg virus. Health responders there worked around the clock, and within about a month, they seemed to have controlled the outbreak. Other countries in Africa have similarly and openly shared data about the spread of mpox.

I've worked for decades with American scientists, and this summer I toured many of the country's top scientific research institutions and was a speaker at one of its largest annual virology meetings. I know how flabbergasted many American scientists are about the country's slow response to the H5N1. One highly respected American virologist, David O'Connor, told me: "It seems that the United States is addicted to gambling with H5N1. But if you gamble long enough, the virus may hit a jackpot." A jackpot for the virus would fuel a pandemic.

It is time to respond forcefully to this threat. The world's scientists are here to help, in the same way the United States has helped us so many times. Countries need to continue to support one another; we need an international scientific and medical force that can work together to respond to new epidemics and potential pandemics, including diagnosing and genetically analyzing every single sample of H5N1.

I understand that it's not easy to persuade businesses, such as the meat and dairy industries, to allow the testing of all of their animals and employees and to make that data public quickly. But I also know that in the end, doing so protects lives, lessens economic damage and creates a safer world.

The world cannot afford to gamble with this virus, letting it spread in animals and hoping it never sparks a serious outbreak -- or crossing our fingers that its effects won't be serious in people. Time will tell. I hope we are not watching a new pandemic unfold, with both the American and the international communities burying our heads in the sand rather than confronting potential danger.

Tulio de Oliveira is the director of the Center for Epidemic Response and Innovation at Stellenbosch University in South Africa and an associate professor of global health at the University of Washington. He has received numerous awards for his work on virus genomics work.
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Reading Books in College: A Lost Art?

Nov 20, 2024 at 06:07 PM


 Janet Mac


To the Editor:

Re "I Get Why Students No Longer Read," by Jonathan Malesic (Opinion guest essay, Nov. 10):

I just completed a 40-plus-year career teaching literature courses to university students, and I agree with Mr. Malesic that today's college students are not serious readers of literary texts.

Like Mr. Malesic, I assigned Henry David Thoreau's "Walden" to my students enrolled in a literature and philosophy course, and many would not read it. On the end-of-semester course evaluation, these students would say something like: "Why do we have to read these texts? Why can't the professor just identify the important points in them in a lecture, and we'll deliver those on the exam?"

Serious reading -- sitting down in a quiet place, undisturbed, for a few hours with a text like "Walden" -- takes students away from their cellphones. Many students cannot go more than 10 or 15 minutes without consulting their phones. Reading gets in the way.

James Tackach
Narragansett, R.I.

To the Editor:

The humanities have a huge marketing problem. Studying English is just as much a practical degree as business. As a senior with a business major and an English minor, I'm tired of hearing that English is about "pleasure."

Enjoyment is part of it, but in a world where college has become vocational training, of course the image of English students luxuriating in fiction makes it seem like a waste of time. But that's simply inaccurate.

The humanities are about thinking. Both students and employers need to wake up. At a time when elite college students can't read entire books, humanities students are becoming more valuable than ever.

Humanities students are experts in "dealing with ambiguity," a common phrase in management consulting job descriptions, and in focusing on one task for an extended period.

In my English senior seminar class, we read a book a week. It took me and my classmates 10 hours to read "Sister Carrie," by Theodore Dreiser -- 10 hours of undivided attention. That's not including supplementary readings.

To employers in business fields and beyond, if you want employees who excel at thinking, if you want employees who can pay attention for long periods, hire a humanities major.

Victoria Chen
Washington
The writer is a senior at Georgetown University.

To the Editor:

As an English professor retired from a Wisconsin university, I was keenly interested in Jonathan Malesic's essay. I can recall so many students in so many literature courses reading fewer and fewer novels and collections of stories as well as poetry, drama and nonfiction.

Perhaps the trend began early in my teaching career when I assigned "Billy Budd" for an honors class at the freshman level. I'm so lucky I was not thrown overboard with such a challenging, old text, despite my doctoral interests in novellas.

Over the years I began to search bookstores and reading lists for lighter and of course easier texts for classroom assignments. But the big breakthrough came when I offered the students a chance to read something they selected, as well as introducing a fairly new critical perspective: reader response theory. The theory changes the focus of literature from the text, or author, to the reader, so the critical perspective adds a new and exciting dimension of reading -- for pleasure and enjoyment versus analyses of text or author.

Everything changed. Students selected their texts from the New York Times best-seller lists. They read longer, more challenging books, and read with much more enthusiasm than ever before.

They began to appreciate that reading was something that brought adventure and, even for some, pleasure. Their written essays were certainly not about themes and character analysis, but instead their own psychological enjoyment of what they chose to read.

I encourage any reading instructor, from junior high to university classes, to consider this theory so students see novels and other books as texts to enjoy instead of test material.

DeWitt Clinton
Shorewood, Wis.

To the Editor:

The truth is that higher education has become just another big business, and the students and their parents are the customers. And like any other big business, you give the customers what they want, not what they should want. If they can't meet the standards, lower the standards.

I would expect that this reality must be very demoralizing for educators who take their work seriously.

John A. Viteritti
Laurel, N.Y.

What Ukraine Needs

 Libkos/Getty Images


To the Editor:

Re "Trump Can Speed Up the Inevitable in Ukraine," by Megan K. Stack (Opinion guest essay, Nov. 17):

The erudite Ms. Stack argues that the United States should push Ukraine to cede part of its country to Russia to end the war, even while acknowledging that rewarding Russia for its naked aggression could precipitate a future Russian attack on Ukraine or other countries.

Ms. Stack's rationale is that Ukraine's defeat is inevitable, so to avoid future suffering and death, concede now -- something that Ukraine could have done in February 2022 when Russia invaded and its victory was considered inevitable. It chose not to.

In arguing that Ukraine's loss is inevitable, Ms. Stack is affirming the calculation by Russia's president, Vladimir Putin, that Ukraine cannot count on the West for continued assistance. Her suggestion, in effect, fulfills Mr. Putin's prophecy.

For Ukraine to remain free and sovereign, we must demonstrate a different inevitability: the inevitability of support necessary to repel the Russian attack. Only then will Ukraine be able to end this war on terms that allow it to remain free. Only then will we see an end to Russian aggression -- something not only in Ukraine's best interest but ours as well.

Michael Curry
Austin, Texas

'Profiles in Cowardice'

 Maansi Srivastava for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Soon the Senate will be holding confirmation hearings for Donald Trump's nominees. After a few weeks of questions, replies, retorts and votes, ample material will emerge for a new book: "Profiles in Cowardice."

This book will depict the craven, spineless senators who cannot be honest with the American people, let alone themselves. This new book will also portray the nominees, many of whom will give dishonest, deceitful and misleading answers to the senators' questions.

"Profiles in Cowardice" does not have to be written. Who are these senators and nominees? Are they people with the courage to do the right thing for the country? Of good character? With moral strength? Or just gutless wonders?

We will be watching.

Dorothy Clark
Baldwinsville, N.Y.

Who We Are as Americans

 Damon Winter/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Stop Pretending Trump Is Not Who We Are," by Carlos Lozada (column, Nov. 10):

I found Mr. Lozada's article to be the one that says it all. It took my breath away as I read his concise explanation of who we are as Americans. We cannot fool ourselves, lie to ourselves, that we did not know what we were doing when we re-elected Donald Trump to be the most powerful man in the world, when we turned ourselves and our country over to a small, mean man who apparently represents who we really are.

You might say "That's not me," but enough people did not care enough to challenge the ugliness that he now represents all of us. I fear for us, our country and the world.

Marsha Epstein
Nipomo, Calif.
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Magicians Mount Search for Woman Behind Decades-Old Deception

A British society of magicians expelled a woman for tricking her way into the club in 1991. Now it wants to invite her back, but the woman seems to have pulled a disappearing act.

The Magic Circle, a society of magicians, expelled a woman who had posed as a man to gain membership. Now the society is trying to track her down. Neil Munns/PA Images, via Getty Images



By Amelia Nierenberg
Reporting from London


Nov 19, 2024 at 10:05 AM

The greatest trick that "Raymond Lloyd" may ever have performed was a complex illusion: Convincing an elite, male-only society of magicians that he existed.

That performance won Mr. Lloyd acceptance into the society, The Magic Circle, in 1991. But after revealing a few months later that he was in fact a she, the performer was ousted from the club.

Now, The Magic Circle wants her back and has embarked on a quest to solve what turned out to be a disappearing act -- and make amends.

"I would love to look her in the eyes and say, on behalf of the other magicians that we have, 'You're absolutely welcome,'" said Marvin Berglas, the president of the society.

Based in London, the Magic Circle was founded in 1905 and lists celebrity illusionists David Copperfield and Criss Angel among its honorary members. For decades, only male magicians were able to join -- until two women set out to call their bluff.

"I always wanted to be first lady in the Magic Circle," one of them, Jenny Winstanley, told the Canadian broadcaster CBC in 1991. "Really wanted to prove that women are as good as men."

But Ms. Winstanley was already regionally known as a magician at the time, according to Mr. Berglas. That could help explain why she turned to a young actress who went by the name Sophie Lloyd for help -- and why Ms. Lloyd said she agreed to do it.

"I did it for Jenny," Ms. Lloyd explained in the same interview. "She thought that it was so unfair that lady magicians couldn't get into The Circle."

The women told the CBC that they had spent two years building the Raymond Lloyd character. Ms. Winstanley said she taught the actress magic tricks, and they found ways to disguise what Ms. Lloyd described as her already boyish frame.

The test to gain membership in The Magic Circle, Ms. Lloyd told CBC, involved performing a 20-minute show with tricks and spending over an hour speaking with her examiner, a magician. She passed, earning full membership in March 1991, according to The Magic Circle.

Ms. Lloyd kept up the ruse of being Raymond until The Magic Circle started admitting female members in October that year. Then the women went to the press to reveal their trick.

The Magic Circle, apparently angered about being hoodwinked, voided the membership of "Raymond Lloyd" -- and the story "got swept under the carpet," according to Mr. Berglas.

Stuart Scott said that when he joined The Magic Circle about 20 years ago, he remembered hearing a vague story about a woman trying to sneak into the society.

"It was just one of those rumors. I didn't think much of it," Mr. Scott, who works as a deception consultant, said in an interview. "No one ever substantiated it."

Years later during the coronavirus pandemic, Mr. Scott said, he was researching the history of magic in London when he stumbled upon two books about The Magic Circle that both briefly referenced the incident.

"I thought, there has to be more to it than this," he said. So he started digging, rooting out archival minutes from the society's meetings and uncovering more about the ruse.

Mr. Scott integrated his findings into the tours he gives at The Magic Circle's London headquarters, according to Laura London, the first woman to serve as chair of the society. Ms. London said when she first caught wind of the story about two months ago, she started poring through archives herself in hopes of tracking Ms. Lloyd down.

"I think her story is inspiring and it's an important one to tell," Ms. London said. "That there are brave women out there that do extraordinary things to prove that they can do things in an unjust world. Such as, in her case, to do magic as good as the guys."

Professional women in magic are still fighting for recognition three decades after Ms. Lloyd's feat. And only 5 percent of The Magic Circle's approximately 1,700 current members are women. 

The Magic Circle uncovered articles from the late 1990s that referenced Ms. Lloyd using magic to counteract bullying in schools -- but no trace beyond that.

Ms. Winstanley, her partner in the ruse, died in 2004. So The Magic Circle reached out to Ms. Winstanley's son, Nick Allen. But he said he did not know how to contact Ms. Lloyd -- and thought her first name might have actually been Sue.

With little to go on, The Magic Circle turned to the media. But numerous articles in Britain have failed to find her.

Ms. London said that more than anything, she would like to find Ms. Lloyd to apologize.

"It's important for us to find a way to give her a way to give her some closure on it, if she wants it," she explained.

Whether Ms. Lloyd would take The Circle up on their offer remains to be seen.

"To be honest," she said in her CBC interview, "I'm not into magic."
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Reporter's Notebook


A Nostalgic Biden Fades Out of the Picture in Talks With World Leaders

As he made his final appearance at global gatherings, including at the Group of 20 summit in Brazil, President Biden lobbied for his foreign policy goals even as leaders shifted attention away from him.

President Biden and Brazil's president, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, met on Tuesday during a working lunch at the Group of 20 summit in Rio de Janeiro. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Zolan Kanno-Youngs
Reporting from the Group of 20 summit in Rio de Janeiro


Nov 19, 2024 at 10:16 PM

World leaders at the Museum of Modern Art in Rio de Janeiro were discussing plans to confront poverty and war when President Biden acknowledged the obvious -- this was most likely his last time attending such an elite meeting.

"This is my last G20 summit," Mr. Biden said on Monday. "We've made progress together, but I urge you to keep going -- and I'm sure you will, regardless of my urging or not."

Mr. Biden appeared to be right -- the presidents and prime ministers who had gathered in Brazil for talks on Monday and Tuesday at the Group of 20 summit were ready to move on without him.

In some cases, literally.

Hours later, as leaders gathered under the backdrop of Rio's Sugarloaf Mountain to commemorate the summit, Mr. Biden was chatting with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada near a palm tree.

Other leaders were smiling and waving to cameras for the customary "family photograph." By the time Mr. Biden made it over to a platform for the photograph, the leaders were already on their way out.

The president was not in the group portrait.

The final summit of Mr. Biden's presidency was one of his last opportunities to lobby for his vision of the world, even as many world leaders shift their attention to the incoming administration of President-elect Donald J. Trump.

World leaders at the G20 summit in Rio de Janeiro gathered for a group photo. Mr. Biden was not in the initial photo. Eric Lee/The New York Times


He had been both nostalgic and reflective with allies and rivals, while remaining just a few steps behind his peers as he embraced his final days in the global spotlight.

The photograph snafu, which White House officials attributed to logistical issues, was not the first time Mr. Biden was running late.

During the first leg of his Latin America tour, at an Asia-Pacific economic meeting in Lima, Peru, Mr. Biden left other leaders who had gathered on a stage waiting for five awkward minutes. Those already there kept glancing around to see if the American president was going to join them.

By the time he settled into his spot in a back corner, sandwiched between the leaders of Thailand and Vietnam, Mr. Biden appeared to embrace the moment.

He slowly looked from side to side before exchanging a playful shrug with the prime minister of Malaysia.

It was Xi Jinping, the president of China and one of Mr. Biden's chief global rivals, who commanded the position in front and at the center of the stage next to the summit's host, President Dina Boluarte of Peru. (The placement of guest leaders was in alphabetical order by country.)

One of the more high-stakes moments of Mr. Biden's trip was a meeting on Saturday with Mr. Xi at the hotel where the Chinese leader was staying.

It was also the only time at either summit that a president who has a history of verbal miscues and has largely avoided news interviews answered any questions. Asked how he would work with China to handle North Korea, Mr. Biden simply said, "Peacefully."

When a reporter shouted questions about Mr. Trump, Mr. Biden turned his back and walked with Mr. Xi into their meeting.

As they sat across from each other, Mr. Biden and Mr. Xi shared a moment of levity.

"Can you put on your earpiece?" Mr. Xi told his counterpart. "We have simultaneous interpreting."

"I've learned to speak Chinese," Mr. Biden joked, adding, "Wish I did."

They then proceeded with their discussion on matters of great importance, including Taiwan and the contested South China Sea, as well as the growing economic competition between the two superpowers.

But they also paused to reminisce.

Mr. Biden signed a proclamation designating Nov. 17 as "International Conservation Day" when he visited Manaus, a Brazilian city in the Amazon.  Eric Lee/The New York Times


When their meeting ended, they set aside their notes, Jake Sullivan, the U.S. national security adviser, told reporters later.

They then reflected, Mr. Sullivan said, on "the fact that they've known each other for quite a long time now, that they have worked together closely, that they obviously haven't always seen eye to eye, but they've always been straight with one another."

Mr. Biden appeared more relaxed a day later, on Sunday, when he landed in Manaus, in the Brazilian Amazon, under a scorching sun, wearing bluejeans, a navy shirt and aviator glasses.

After climbing aboard the presidential helicopter, Marine One, he flew over the Rio Negro and the murky brown waters of the Amazon River.

Joined by his daughter, Ashley, and his granddaughter, Natalie, Mr. Biden was greeted with a traditional Indigenous ceremony. Three Indigenous leaders held maracas filled with seeds native to the rainforest and shook them to the rhythm of an ancestral chant.

Mr. Biden then went on a brief exploration in the forest, walking over ant hills before delivering a speech on the importance of combating climate change.

"It's true that some may seek to deny or delay the clean energy revolution that's underway in America," Mr. Biden said. "But nobody -- nobody -- can reverse. Nobody."

Back in Rio on Tuesday, world leaders gathered for another group photo -- this time ensuring that Mr. Biden would be in the picture.

Asked why the leaders had not waited for Mr. Biden the first time, Paulo Pimenta, Brazil's minister of communications, said Brazilians prioritized punctuality.

"When it's time, it's time," Mr. Pimenta said on Tuesday. 

Mr. Biden took part in one more meeting on climate change on Tuesday, pleading with leaders to take the crisis seriously.

"History is watching us," said Mr. Biden, who turns 82 on Wednesday. "I urge us to keep the faith and keep going."

"I have much more to say," he said, before reconsidering. "I'm not going to."

Ana Ionova contributed reporting from Manaus, Brazil.
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What Are Anti-Personnel Mines?

The Biden administration has agreed to send the weapons to Ukraine, despite their reputation for killing and maiming civilians.

An emergency services worker holds a sign warning that the nearby forest is mined as his colleague clears a path in Sosnove, Ukraine. Brendan Hoffman for The New York Times



By Lynsey Chutel, John Ismay and Eve Sampson
John Ismay served as an explosive ordnance disposal officer in the U.S. Navy and Eve Sampson served as a U.S. Army engineer officer. Both received training in the design and use of land mines.


Nov 20, 2024 at 07:39 PM

President Biden has authorized the delivery of U.S.-made anti-personnel mines to Ukraine, heeding Kyiv's pleas for military aid to bolster its defenses against the Russian invasion.

For centuries, militaries around the world have relied on land mines as a lethal and cost-effective way to defend territory. Once in place, many of them can stay armed and deadly indefinitely. But for that reason, human rights groups say they pose a grave and indiscriminate threat to civilians, for years or decades after a conflict has ended.

U.S. officials on Wednesday said that they were addressing those concerns by only providing Ukraine with anti-personnel mines that self-destruct after a set amount of time.


What are anti-personnel mines?

Anti-personnel mines are small, explosive weapons designed to detonate when a person steps on them, or comes close to them, according to Mine Action Review, a nonprofit that monitors the use of these weapons. Militaries typically deploy mines as defensive weapons, to prevent enemy forces from approaching or overtaking a certain area.

There are many different kinds of anti-personnel mines, and varied ways to distribute them. Some are shaped like hockey pucks, ranging from 3 to 16 inches in diameter, while others are shaped like a cylinder or cone.

Defused Russian anti-personnel mines in northwestern Syria. Omar Haj Kadour/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


They are designed to inflict different levels of injury. "Blast" mines, for instance, are designed to detonate with a range of force that could maim a victim or explode with enough force to kill someone, according to the United Nations. Other anti-personnel mines spray shrapnel into the air, sometimes bounding a few feet into the air before exploding.

Anti-personnel mines can be buried below the surface of the ground, or placed in a booby-trapped building. They can also sit on top of the ground; once activated by a short time delay, they launch a number of thin tripwires in different directions. When a person or an animal disturbs one of those wires, the mine explodes.

Modern land mines can be scattered by artillery shells, rockets, cluster bombs and launchers mounted onto helicopters or trucks.

Who is using anti-personnel mines?

Mines have been used since the American Civil War. They were used heavily during World War II, and American forces routinely employed them during the Korean and Vietnam wars. According to government records, the U.S. military last used anti-personnel mines widely during the Persian Gulf war in 1991.

The last reported use of anti-personnel mines by American forces came in 2002, when U.S. special operations forces in Afghanistan used a single hand grenade made from a repurposed anti-personnel mine, known as a pursuit deterrent munition.

A land mine warning in Paju, South Korea. Jun Michael Park for The New York Times


Russian forces have used more than a dozen different types of anti-personnel mines in Ukraine, dating as far back as the invasion of Crimea in 2014, according to Human Rights Watch. Since the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, Russia has continued to deploy anti-personnel mines, with the weapons detected in 11 of 27 regions in Ukraine.

Last year, an investigation by Human Rights Watch found that Ukrainian soldiers had also fired artillery rockets containing anti-personnel land mines into a Russian-controlled area of eastern Ukraine.

Less than two months after Russia launched its invasion of Ukraine, the United States provided Ukraine with Claymores, which are anti-personnel mines placed above ground and detonated at the user's discretion, making them allowable under international conventions if used correctly.

In September 2022 the Pentagon sent Ukraine artillery shells called RAAMS -- for Remote Anti-Armor Mine System -- that break open midair and dispense anti-tank mines.

Why are anti-personnel mines controversial?

Land mines can indiscriminately kill and maim noncombatants, years or even decades after the cessation of hostilities.

In 2022, land mines killed 1,661 people and injured 3,015, according to the International Campaign to Ban Landmines. Civilians made up 85 percent of those casualties, half of whom were children. Syria had the highest number of injuries and deaths, followed by Ukraine, Yemen and Myanmar.

Armies or groups of fighters that employ anti-personnel mines rarely map the areas they have mined. It is difficult for most people, especially children, to know where mines could be lurking.

Over the past 20 years, most countries have retired and destroyed their stockpiles of anti-personnel mines because of concerns about indiscriminate harm.

A land mine victim following a doctor into his office at a hospital in Izium, Ukraine, 2023. Vadim Ghirda/Associated Press


Older land mines are commonly known as "persistent" mines, meaning they can stay armed and lethal for many years. They use mechanical fuzes that enable the mine to explode as long as its internal mechanisms stay intact.

In the 1970s, the United States military developed a newer type of anti-personnel mine it calls "nonpersistent," which incorporates electronics that allow the device to self-destruct after a preset amount of time. However, those safety mechanisms sometimes fail.

The lasting harm from land mines came to international attention in 1997, when Diana, the Princess of Wales, walked through a cleared minefield in Angola. Her campaign led to the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty, known formally as the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction. To date, 164 countries have formally agreed to the ban.

Ukraine is a signatory to the treaty, but has been tight-lipped about its use of the weapons since Russia's invasion. The United States and Russia have not signed the treaty.

In 2022, the Biden administration reversed a Trump administration policy that loosened the restrictions on the U.S. military's use of anti-personnel mines. The authorization announced this week appears to contradict that stance.
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Biden Agrees to Supply Ukraine With Anti-Personnel Mines

The decision is the latest in a series of moves by the U.S. and Russia that have escalated tensions between the two.

A Ukrainian soldier outside Toretsk, in October. The Biden administration has approved supplying Ukraine with anti-personnel mines to bolster defenses against Russia's increasing reliance on foot soldiers to lead their assaults. Tyler Hicks/The New York Times



By Andrew E. Kramer and Helene Cooper



Nov 20, 2024 at 02:23 PM

The Biden administration has approved supplying Ukraine with American anti-personnel mines to bolster defenses against Russian attacks as Ukrainian front lines in the country's east have buckled, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said on Wednesday.

The decision is the latest in a series of moves by Russia and the United States related to the war in Ukraine that have escalated tensions between the two.

The White House recently granted permission to Ukraine to fire longer-range American missiles at targets in Russia, which the Ukrainians did for the first time on Tuesday. Moscow in response formalized a new doctrine lowering the threshold for when it would use nuclear weapons.

Mr. Austin said the U.S. decision was prompted by Russia's increasing reliance on foot soldiers to lead their assaults, instead of armored vehicles. Mr. Austin, speaking to reporters while traveling in Laos, said the shift in policy follows changing tactics by the Russians. Because of that, Ukraine has "a need for things that can help slow down that effort on the part of the Russians," Mr. Austin said.

"They've asked for these, and so I think it's a good idea," Mr. Austin said.

The mines that will be provided to Ukraine are called "nonpersistent," and are designed to self-destruct after a period of time to reduce the long-term threat to noncombatants.

The move is also noteworthy because it is part of a series of actions taken in the waning weeks of the Biden presidency to bolster Ukraine. President Biden in the past has sought to calibrate American help for Ukraine against his own concern about crossing Russian "red lines" that could lead to direct conflict between Washington and Moscow.

But since the Nov. 5 election that will bring former President Donald J. Trump back to the White House, Biden administration officials have said the potential benefits of the actions outweigh the escalation risks.

The announcement came on a day of increased anxiety in Kyiv, Ukraine's capital, and across the country. The United States closed its embassy in Kyiv, warning of a "significant air attack," as Ukraine and the West brace for more intensive assaults by the Russians.

Mines in general have been devastatingly effective in the war in Ukraine, and Russia has made extensive use of them. The mines are planted by hand but can also be scattered remotely with rockets or drones behind opponents' lines, to catch soldiers as they move to and from positions, a tactic that can assist an offensive.

Land mines, however, have been most effective in defense. A broad belt of dense minefields in southern Ukraine stymied a Ukrainian counteroffensive in the summer of 2023 and gravely wounded a large but undisclosed number of Ukrainian soldiers.

Most anti-personnel mines are small explosives about the size of a hockey puck that are triggered by the pressure of a footstep.

The Biden administration's decision came despite widespread condemnation of mines by rights groups that cite their toll on civilians, which can stretch for years or decades after conflicts end as the locations of minefields are left unmarked or forgotten. Ukraine is already the most heavily mined country in the world, according to the United Nations.

Most countries, but not the United States and Russia, are signatories of a convention banning the use or stockpiling of land mines, the 1997 Ottawa Treaty. Ukraine is a signatory to the agreement.

In a report released in October, the United Nations said that since 2022, 407 Ukrainian civilians have died and 944 were wounded by mines and unexploded ordnance.

An investigation by the rights group Human Rights Watch in 2023 pointed to the use of rocket-dispersed land mines by Ukrainian troops near the eastern town of Izium in 2022. Ukraine's foreign ministry said it would investigate the allegation. As the United States is not a signatory, it is not obliged to refrain from supplying land mines to other countries.

A spokeswoman for the Ukrainian ministry of defense did not respond to a query on the decision to transfer American land mines to Ukraine.

Russia has seeded mines throughout vast swaths of Ukraine since 2014 as front lines have swayed over forests, farm fields and villages. It has also set many so-called victim-activated booby traps, such as explosives rigged to detonate when a car door is opened, a category of weapon also prohibited in the mine ban treaty.
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U.S. Pauses Operations at Kyiv Embassy, Warning of 'Significant Air Attack'

The unusual alert came a day after Ukraine used American-made ballistic missiles to strike Russian territory for the first time. At least two other Western embassies closed for the day after the warning.

Searchlights in Kyiv, Ukraine's capital, early Wednesday. Gleb Garanich/Reuters



By Marc Santora
Reporting from Kyiv, Ukraine


Nov 20, 2024 at 07:29 AM

The United States Embassy in Kyiv issued an urgent warning on Wednesday morning that Russia might launch "a significant air attack," closing the embassy and telling employees to shelter in place.

Air-raid alerts are a daily fact of life in Ukraine and the capital often comes under drone and missile attacks, but the U.S. embassy rarely issues such a specific alert or temporarily shuts down. At least two other Western embassies -- Greece and Italy -- announced that they too would close for the day after the U.S. warning.

The warning came one day after Ukraine's military used American-made ballistic missiles to strike into Russian territory for the first time, after receiving long-sought authorization from President Biden to do so. The Kremlin had long warned that such strikes would be treated as an escalation, and on Tuesday vowed to respond.

"We will be taking this as a qualitatively new phase of the Western war against Russia," Russia's foreign minister, Sergei V. Lavrov, said at a news conference on Tuesday. "And we will react accordingly."

In its message on Wednesday, the U.S. Embassy said it had "received specific information" about a potential attack, but did not offer details. It urged Americans to pay special attention to air-raid alerts.

Just before 2 p.m., the Ukrainian authorities warned about a potential ballistic missile attack and urged people in Kyiv to seek shelter.

The U.S. Embassy in Kyiv said it had "received specific information" about a potential attack, but did not offer details.  Lynsey Addario for The New York Times


As alarm spread and Kyiv residents hurried to shelters, Ukraine's military intelligence agency released a statement suggesting that Russia was seeking to stoke panic by spreading rumors about the scale of a potential attack.

Russia has launched a number of deadly strikes on Ukraine this week, including an hourslong nationwide assault on Sunday that killed at least nine people. A rocket strike later that day on a residential building in the city of Sumy, near the Russian border, killed 10 people. Then an attack in the port city of Odesa killed 11 more people, and another on Monday night in the Sumy region killed 11. Scores were injured in the attacks.

Overnight and into Wednesday morning, air-raid alerts warned of incoming attack drones for most of the country. Ukraine's air force said that it had destroyed 56 drones before noon.

One explosion rang out in Kyiv just before 8 a.m. when air-defense teams intercepted a drone, according to Ukrainian officials, who said falling debris had started a fire at a multistory residential building. There was no immediate information on casualties.

Such drone attacks have become increasingly common in recent weeks. During 1,000 days of war, Russia has targeted the capital with more than 2,500 missiles and drones, according to data collected by the city's military administration. Around half of the attacks took place this year.

Since the war began, there have been about 1,370 alerts in Kyiv, according to city officials. Those have lasted more than 1,550 hours in total -- meaning that if residents spent every hour of every alert in a shelter, they would have spent more than two months in bunkers.

Many people seek shelter in subways, basements and underground facilities like parking garages when the air-raid warnings wail.

But there is often little warning when ballistic missiles, which travel at several times the speed of sound, are fired at the capital. The time between launch and impact can be minutes.

Ukrainians sheltering in a Kyiv subway station during Sunday's Russian attack. Alina Smutko/Reuters


And many large-scale Russian attacks -- like the one on Sunday, which targeted Ukraine's power grid -- feature a combination of drones, cruises and ballistic missiles aimed to overwhelm Ukrainian air defenses.

Both Moscow and Kyiv appear to be stepping up their attacks ahead of President-elect Donald J. Trump's inauguration in January.

Mr. Trump has said he wants to bring a swift end to the war in Ukraine but has not said how, leading to speculation over whether he will maintain the same level of robust military support provided to Ukraine under the Biden administration.

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine has said he believes that the only way to force Moscow into peace negotiations is by showing strength and shoring up Ukraine's position on the battlefield -- with the help of its allies. He drove that point home again in an interview with Fox News that was broadcast Tuesday evening.

As long as Europe, the United States and the people of Ukraine remain united, he said, they could force President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia to accept a just and lasting peace.

"Putin is weaker than the United States of America," Mr. Zelensky said. And Mr. Trump, he added, "is much stronger than Putin."

President Biden's decision to allow the Ukrainians to use the American-made ballistic missiles to strike inside Russia was a major change in U.S. policy -- just two months before Mr. Trump heads to the White House.

Ukraine had been pleading for permission to use them for months, saying it needed longer-range capabilities to hit the Russian war machine. The weapon, known as the Army Tactical Missile System, or ATACMS, can reach further into Russia than any other Ukrainian missile.

But Ukraine has also been developing its own long-range weapons. Mr. Zelensky said on Tuesday that the country would produce at least 30,000 long-range drones next year.

On Wednesday, Ukraine's military said it had used drones to target military installations in several regions of Russia overnight, including in the Novgorod region near the village of Kotovo, more than 400 miles from the Ukrainian border.

A damaged building in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Sunday. Mauricio Lima for The New York Times


Russia's Ministry of Defense said it had shot down 44 Ukrainian drones overnight, including 20 over the Novgorod region. Neither side's claims could be independently verified.

Residents of Kyiv remained on edge even after the afternoon warning about a potential ballistic missile strike was lifted.

Olga Zasiadvovk, 28, said that as a Ukrainian living in Kyiv who has endured countless bombardments, it was only natural that "a constant sense of danger" created anxiety.

With rumors swirling that a particularly large attack might be imminent, she said, she was nervous but trying to control her emotions.

"Understanding that I don't know when this will end, I'm learning to manage it," she said.

Yelyzaveta Tolubko, 35, said she had discussed the same rumors with friends in a group chat on Wednesday.

"Two of them are in a panic," she said. "One canceled her dentist appointment, and the other started messaging our clients who had fittings scheduled today to check if they're still coming because she doesn't want to go. She's scared. The third is calm, but overall, the mood has soured."

"We're not exactly cheerful every day, but today there's this added tension," she added.

Liubov Sholudko contributed reporting.
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Ukraine Fires British Long-Range Missiles Into Russia

Britain allowed Ukrainians to use Storm Shadows a week after President Biden authorized the use of American-made missiles inside Russia, a shift from a more cautious military strategy.

A British-made Storm Shadow cruise missile on display at a military show in 2018. Ben Stansall/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Helene Cooper
Reporting from Washington


Nov 20, 2024 at 10:41 PM

Ukraine fired a number of British Storm Shadow cruise missiles into Russia's Kursk region on Wednesday, a day after firing American long-range missiles into the country, according to Pentagon and Ukrainian officials.

Moscow has said that the use of Western weapons to strike deeper into Russian territory is a major escalation, and for months that stance had kept the United States and Britain from allowing Kyiv to use the American long-range missiles or the Storm Shadows.

But President Biden last week authorized the first use of the American Army Tactical Missile Systems, known as ATACMS, deep inside Russia. American officials say the pivot was in response to Moscow's surprise decision to bring North Korean troops into the fight. Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain quickly followed suit, authorizing Ukraine to use the Storm Shadows, officials said.

Britain had previously allowed Ukraine to use the missiles against Russian positions within Ukrainian territory.

Storm Shadows have a range of more than 150 miles, so they give Kyiv the ability to hit targets deeper into Russia.

Downing Street declined to comment on Wednesday, saying it could not speak about operational details. Asked about it in Parliament, John Healey, Britain's defense secretary, said: "We have seen, over recent weeks, a significant change in the action and in the rhetoric on Ukraine, and Ukraine's action on the battlefield speaks for itself. We, as a nation and as a government, are doubling down on our support for Ukraine, and are determined to do more."

The latest shift comes about two months before President-elect Donald J. Trump takes office. He has vowed to limit further support for Ukraine.

Mr. Biden began to ease restrictions on the use of U.S.-supplied weapons on Russian soil after Moscow launched a cross-border assault in May in the direction of Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city.

To help the Ukrainians defend Kharkiv, Mr. Biden allowed them to use the High Mobility Artillery Rocket System, or HIMARS, which has a range of about 50 miles, against Russian forces across the border. But he did not allow them to use the longer-range ATACMS, which have a range of about 190 miles, to defend Kharkiv.

Since the election, the Biden administration has also approved supplying Ukraine with American anti-personnel mines to shore up defenses against Russian attacks as Ukrainian front lines in the country's east have buckled, Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III said on Wednesday.

While the officials said they did not expect the more assertive strategy to fundamentally alter the course of the war, it comes as Ukraine has increasingly been on the back foot in the almost three-year-old war. What the shift could do, military analysts say, is help Ukraine strengthen its position in Kursk, which Kyiv seized in August in a move that caught Russia by surprise.

Allowing Ukraine to maintain its hold over the region, in turn, could help to bolster Kyiv's position in cease-fire or peace negotiations, officials say.

President Volodymyr Zelensky has long sought permission from the United States and its coalition partners to use long-range missiles to strike Russia.

The British and French militaries had given the Ukrainians a limited number of Storm Shadow and French-made SCALP missiles, which have a range of about 155 miles.

But while leaders of both nations voiced support for Mr. Zelensky's request, they were reluctant to allow Ukraine to start using their missiles on Russian soil unless Mr. Biden agreed to allow the Ukrainians to do the same with ATACMS.

Eric Schmitt and Stephen Castle contributed reporting.
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Hezbollah's Rockets Remain a Threat Despite Israel's Crushing Offensive

Israel's failure to tamp down the short-range rocket threat has put pressure on its government to embrace a cease-fire.

Israel's Iron Dome system intercepts most of the rockets headed for populated areas. Ammar Awad/Reuters



By Eric Schmitt, Julian E. Barnes and Isabel Kershner
Eric Schmitt and Julian E. Barnes reported from Washington, and Isabel Kershner from Jerusalem.


Nov 20, 2024 at 02:33 PM

Hezbollah has suffered crushing setbacks in Israel's bombardment of Lebanon and cross-border incursion.

The Israeli operation has succeeded beyond U.S. officials' expectations: Israel has severely diminished Hezbollah's ability to strike deep into the country and significantly weakened its political and military leadership.

But Israel has failed to eliminate the short-range rockets that the Lebanese militia fires into the northern half of the country, according to U.S. officials. As long as the rocket fire continues, Israel's campaign is unable to fulfill one of its main goals -- securing northern Israel so that tens of thousands of residents can return home there.

Hezbollah began rocket strikes on northern Israel in support of its ally Hamas in Gaza after Hamas attacked Israel last October. Israel launched its offensive against Hezbollah, at least in part, because of political pressure from Israelis who were evacuated.

Now, Israel's failure to tamp down the short-range rocket threat has put pressure on its government to embrace a cease-fire and at least a temporary halt to hostilities.

While the Biden administration has struggled to reach a cease-fire deal between Hamas and Israel in Gaza, officials familiar with the negotiations with Hezbollah say there is a realistic chance for a deal covering Lebanon. Amos Hochstein, a White House envoy, arrived in Beirut on Tuesday to try to finalize some of the details and said this was "a moment of decision-making."

With Hezbollah badly weakened, U.S. officials are working to reach an agreement before President Biden leaves office. President-elect Donald J. Trump has pledged to end the wars in the Middle East, but he has not said how he would do that.

Hezbollah retains the ability to fire 100 missiles or rockets a day into northern Israel. The short-range munitions are easy to hide and hard to locate. Eliminating them would require Israel to greatly expand its military operation and to more extensively mobilize its already-stretched reserve forces.

Moreover, American officials said, Hezbollah has not yet fully deployed some 20,000 to 40,000 fighters, raising concerns that the militia is preparing to wage a longer-term guerrilla campaign against Israeli troops, particularly in southern Lebanon.

"Israeli military actions have significantly degraded Hezbollah's military capabilities," Brett Holmgren, the acting director of the National Counterterrorism Center, said in a speech last week. "But the ground forces in the south remain somewhat intact."

Given that reality, U.S. intelligence agencies have assessed that a cease-fire agreement remains the best chance of returning Israelis to their homes near Lebanon's border, officials said.

Israeli civilians were evacuated from a two-mile zone abutting the border with Lebanon in October 2023, initially because of fears of cross-border infiltrations by Hezbollah's forces and the threat of antitank missiles. The antitank missiles have about a six-mile range, allowing no time for incoming fire warnings and, unlike short-range rockets, they cannot be intercepted by Israel's air defenses.

The roughly 60,000 Israeli evacuees will not feel safe to return, Israeli officials and residents of northern Israel say, until they are assured that any cease-fire deal will keep Hezbollah's fighters north of the Litani River. That would put the Israeli communities out of range of the antitank missiles, reduce the likelihood of an infiltration and stop the constant rocket fire.

Tens of thousands of Lebanese civilians also fled towns and villages under Israeli fire in southern Lebanon, and American officials have emphasized that a cease-fire deal is necessary to allow civilians to return home on both sides of the border.

Hezbollah, with help from Iran, built up most of its military stockpile over three decades. It was estimated to contain 120,000 to 200,000 projectiles. When Israel first began its assault on Hezbollah in September, Hassan Nasrallah, the group's leader, asked Iran and Syria to replenish the arsenal, Israeli officials and an American official said. That contributed to Israel's decision to kill Mr. Nasrallah in late September.

American and Israeli officials emphasize that Israel's campaign has crippled Hezbollah's top ranks. Pager explosions and other attacks killed and injured top and midlevel leaders in September.

The senior leaders of Hezbollah's special operations command, known as the Radwan Force, were wiped out in a Sept. 20 airstrike that killed Ibrahim Aqeel, effectively Hezbollah's chief of military operations, in a southern suburb of Beirut, U.S. officials say.

The potential agreement on a cease-fire for Lebanon is based on an upgraded version of the U.N. Security Council resolution, 1701, that ended Israel's last war with Hezbollah in 2006, according to officials familiar with the matter.

This version of 1701 would include a side memorandum of understanding with an American guarantee allowing Israel to take action if Hezbollah is found to have violated the terms, according to an Israeli official familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy. But there is no guarantee that the Lebanese government, or Hezbollah, would accept such a condition.

Israel's new foreign minister, Gideon Saar, said last week that progress had been made in the cease-fire efforts, adding, "We are working with the Americans on the issue."

For now, the Israeli military has been ramping up its operations in Lebanon in what Israeli officials and analysts describe as a strategy of negotiations under fire.

Israel believes it is close to achieving the goal of taking out Hezbollah's military infrastructure in the two-and-a-half-mile strip along the border and has significantly degraded Hezbollah's arsenal, according to a senior Israeli military official who spoke on the condition of anonymity under army rules.

U.S. officials say eliminating enough short-range rockets to stop the attacks into northern Israel is not possible.

And a large swath of northern Israel, most of which has not been evacuated, remains under constant threat.

While Israel's Iron Dome system intercepts most of the rockets headed for populated areas, attack drones have proved harder to intercept and able to zone in on sensitive targets. One hit the dining hall on an army base more than 40 miles south of the border last month, killing four soldiers. Another damaged Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's private seaside residence a similar distance from the border.

While Hezbollah retains significant capabilities, according to Israeli officials and experts, Israel has deprived the organization of the ability to fire thousands of rockets or missiles a day. Israel's airstrikes have destroyed 60 to 70 percent of Hezbollah's drone capabilities, the senior military official said, adding that the group has been launching small swarms of three or four drones at a time, rather than 40 or 50 as it had planned.

An Israeli military spokesman, Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani, said last week that Israeli forces had killed more than 2,250 Hezbollah operatives in the six weeks since the ground operation began. More than 40 Israeli soldiers have been killed in Lebanon during the same period.

Israeli officers in southern Lebanon say they have encountered much less close combat than they had expected in the open areas, though the soldiers remain exposed to rocket and antitank missile fire.

Residents of the Lebanese border villages had fled, and most fighters had left, long before the Israeli Army arrived, the officers said.

But some small Hezbollah squads have managed to ambush Israeli troops in the built-up areas. Six soldiers were killed in one such ambush last Wednesday.
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U.S. Casts Sole Vote Against Gaza Cease-Fire Resolution

The U.S. veto at the U.N. came as the Biden administration's envoy in Lebanon reported "additional progress" on cease-fire talks in the war between Israel and Hezbollah.

Video: U.S. Vetoes U.N. Resolution Calling for Gaza Cease-Fire

The United States said it vetoed the United Nations Security Council resolution calling for a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas, because it did not make the cease-fire contingent on the release of the hostages held in Gaza.


By Farnaz Fassihi, Euan Ward and Thomas Fuller
Farnaz Fassihi reported from the United Nations and Euan Ward reported from Beirut, Lebanon.


Nov 20, 2024 at 08:43 PM

The United States on Wednesday vetoed a United Nations Security Council resolution calling for an immediate and unconditional cease-fire between Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip, where fighting has raged for more than 13 months and a humanitarian crisis is intensifying.

Underlining Washington's diplomatic isolation on the issue, the United States cast the sole vote against the resolution, with the 14 other Council members voting in favor.

The United States said it vetoed the resolution, the fifth the Council has taken up, because it did not make the cease-fire contingent on the release of the hostages still being held in Gaza. The resolution does call for the release of all hostages, but the wording suggests that their release would come only after a cease-fire was implemented.

The impasse at the United Nations appeared in contrast to cease-fire talks in Lebanon, where a top U.S. envoy, Amos Hochstein, said on Wednesday that there had been "additional progress" in efforts to halt the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah, the Lebanese militant group allied with Hamas. Mr. Hochstein, saying he hoped "to try to bring this to a close if we can," traveled to Israel on Wednesday evening.

The leader of Hezbollah said Wednesday that the war's end was now in the hands of Israeli leaders.

The U.S. veto on Wednesday was the fourth time the United States has blocked an effort by the Council to demand a cease-fire in Gaza since last year, when Hamas led an attack on Israel that killed about 1,200 people and took more than 200 others hostage. More than 40,000 people have been killed in Gaza since then, according to the local health authorities, and the territory faces the risk of famine, experts say.

Displaced Palestinians in central Gaza on Wednesday. Mohammed Saber/EPA, via Shutterstock


In speech after speech at the Council on Wednesday, the 14 diplomats who voted for the resolution said the suffering, death, displacement and starvation unfolding in Gaza was catastrophic and unacceptable. Ending the fighting, they said, was a necessary first step to release the hostages, about 100 of whom remain in Gaza, and to save civilians.

In the eyes of many nations, the Biden administration's legacy will be colored by its staunch defense of Israel.

"This will sadly further weaken Biden's reputation in the U.N. bubble," said Richard Gowan, the U.N. director of the International Crisis Group. "He was once seen as a welcome replacement for Trump. But he leaves office with low marks among most U.N. diplomats who think he has been egregiously obstructive on Gaza."

Although Security Council resolutions are considered international law, the Council lacks enforcement powers. It could impose punitive measures, such as sanctions, but that would also require member states to agree.

Washington, while working with Qatar and Egypt for months for a cease-fire deal and the release of hostages, has backed Israel's position that one cannot come before the other.

"We could not support an unconditional cease-fire that failed to release the hostages," said Robert A. Wood, an American ambassador to the United Nations. "These two urgent goals are inextricably linked. This resolution abandoned that necessity."

After the vote, Israel's ambassador, Danny Danon, thanked the United States and blamed Hamas for the suffering of Palestinian civilians. "The resolution brought before this chamber was not a path to peace," he said. "It was a road map to more terror, more suffering, and more bloodshed."

The two-page resolution called for an immediate and unconditional cease-fire; the withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza; increased and unhindered delivery of humanitarian aid; and for all parties to enable the battered U.N. agency that helps Palestinians, known as UNRWA, to carry out its work in Gaza and the West Bank.

"A cease-fire will allow to save lives, all lives," said Majed Bamya, the deputy Palestinian ambassador to the Council. "A cease-fire doesn't resolve everything, but it is the first step toward resolving anything."

A vigil in Tel Aviv last month for the hostages in Gaza.  Sergey Ponomarev for The New York Times


The resolution was put forth by the 10 nonpermanent Council members: Algeria, Ecuador, Guyana, Japan, Malta, Mozambique, South Korea, Sierra Leone, Slovenia and Switzerland.

"It is a sad day for the Security Council, for the United Nations and for the international community," Algeria's ambassador, Amar Bendjama, said after the vote. 

The draft resolution was negotiated for weeks, said Guyana's ambassador, Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett. She said the Council needed to respond to concerns "over the catastrophic humanitarian situation in Gaza."

The Council, where the United States is rivaled by Russia and China, has struggled to speak in one voice and play an effective role in mediating the wars in Ukraine and the Middle East. Russia and China vetoed an American resolution in March that called for "an immediate and sustained cease-fire" in Gaza.

Aid groups condemned the U.S. veto on Wednesday.

"It is shameful that the United States has once again used the veto to block consensus on a lifesaving cease-fire, while they continue to approve deadly arms transfers to fuel the violence and humanitarian catastrophe," said Brenda Moyfa, head of Oxfam's New York office.

The United States' support for Israel, and the resulting deadlock over Gaza in the Council, has also generated frustration from some of America's closest allies, the permanent members Britain and France.

"We deplore today's failure of the U.N. Security Council," said France's ambassador, Nicolas de Riviere. He said the resolution sent the right messages: the immediate cease-fire and the immediate release of hostages. "There is no credible justification to object to that."

Speaking to reporters, Mr. de Riviere also said French and American officials were discussing the war in Lebanon, and specifically proposals to monitor southern Lebanon during a cease-fire.

Lebanese security personnel at the site of a drone attack in central Beirut, Lebanon, on Monday. Daniel Berehulak/The New York Times


Mr. de Riviere said the Lebanese army needed to move troops to southern Lebanon as part of a cease-fire, which would be based on  a 2006 Security Council resolution that ended Israel's last war in Lebanon.

On Wednesday in Beirut, Mr. Hochstein, the U.S. envoy, met for a second straight day with Nabih Berri, the Hezbollah-allied speaker of Lebanon's Parliament, who has emerged as an important figure in negotiations. During many rounds of diplomacy over the past year, Mr. Hochstein has seldom stayed overnight in Lebanon, so his extended visit raised hopes for progress in talks.

Mr. Hochstein was set to meet with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel on Thursday, said a spokesman, Omer Dostri.

In a televised address during Mr. Hochstein's visit, Hezbollah's new leader, Naim Qassem, said Hezbollah had responded to the U.S. cease-fire proposal. A truce now depended on Israel's response and Mr. Netanyahu's "seriousness," he said.

"Any cease-fire negotiations must adhere to two demands: the total cessation of hostilities by Israel, and the preservation of Lebanese sovereignty," he said.

If negotiations broke down, he warned, Hezbollah was prepared for a "long war."

Israel's conflict with Hezbollah, which is backed by Iran, escalated in September and has resulted in a humanitarian crisis, killing more than 3,500 people in Lebanon and displacing almost a quarter of the population. It is now the bloodiest conflict there since Lebanon's civil war, which lasted from 1975 to 1990.

Amos Hochstein, a Biden Administration envoy, before meeting with Nabih Berri, the Hezbollah-allied speaker of the Lebanese Parliament, in Beirut on Wednesday. Bilal Hussein/Associated Press


Reporting was contributed by Aaron Boxerman in Jerusalem, Johnatan Reiss in Tel Aviv, Dayana Iwaza in Beirut, and Matthew Mpoke Bigg in London.
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U.S. and Europeans Move to Censure Iran for Nuclear Secrecy

Before Donald J. Trump takes office, the West wants to call out Iran for failing to adhere to treaty obligations to be transparent about its nuclear past and present.

The Bushehr nuclear power plant in Bushehr, Iran, in April. Morteza Nikoubazl/NurPhoto, via Getty Images



By Steven Erlanger
Steven Erlanger reported from Berlin.


Nov 20, 2024 at 05:21 PM

Three key European nations and the United States have moved to censure Iran over its secretive nuclear program, hoping to shore up the credibility of the world's nuclear watchdog before Donald J. Trump's return to the White House.

The United States and the three European nations involved -- Britain, France and Germany -- put forward a resolution on Tuesday condemning Iran for its consistent refusal to answer questions from the International Atomic Energy Agency, the U.N.'s nuclear monitoring organization, about its nuclear enrichment program.

The resolution to censure may be voted on at the agency's regular meeting of its board of governors in Vienna as soon as Thursday. If the measure passes, it could ultimately lead to retaliatory measures against Iran by the West. 

The censure resolution followed the circulation of a report at the agency earlier this week detailing Iran's expansion of its stockpile of enriched uranium that is close to weapons grade and its consistent efforts to block the IAEA from monitoring its progress.

The countries pushing for the censure are concerned that Iran's continued recalcitrance presents a significant threat to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and undermines the credibility of the IAEA itself.

Rafael Mariano Grossi, director general of the International Atomic Energy Agency, held a news conference in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday. Joe Klamar/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Analysts said that the European countries are also trying to signal that they want to be tough on Iran, wary that the American president-elect may be tempted to cut a separate deal with Iran that also undermines the role of the IAEA.

In a change from past Biden Administration policy, the United States has decided to support the resolution as well.

"We remain tightly coordinated with our E3 partners (France, Germany and Britain) in advance of the IAEA Board of Governors meeting, and we strongly support efforts to hold Iran accountable," a U.S. State Department spokesman, Matthew Miller, told reporters on Tuesday in Washington.

Less than 1 percent of the uranium found in nature is the more radioactive form, known as U-235. Uranium enrichment raises that fraction, to 3 to 5 percent for nuclear power plants, and up to 20 percent for some kinds of research. An atomic bomb requires enrichment to 85 percent U-235 or more.

Iran has tried to avoid the condemnation by proposing to cap its production of 60 percent enriched uranium -- close to weapons-grade and having no known civilian use -- for the foreseeable future and expressing willingness to accept four new agency inspectors to replace the ones Iran banned from entering in September 2023. Experts say uranium at 60 percent can be raised to bomb-grade in a relatively short time.

But these are seen as more symbolic gestures aimed at avoiding censure and signaling a willingness to negotiate further with a new American administration on limits to Iran's nuclear program, in return for the lifting of economic sanctions. If censured, however, Iran warns that it will retaliate and would be unlikely to comply with any proposal to cap enrichment.

Everyone is waiting to see what kind of Iran policy Mr. Trump will support once he is back in office, diplomats and analysts say.

"The Europeans want to show Trump that they are happy to work with him on a tough new joint policy on Iran, rather than Trump excluding them and doing his own deal," said Ellie Geranmayeh, an expert on Iran with the European Council on Foreign Relations.

There is an assumption that as president again, Mr. Trump will try to increase economic pressure on Iran to try to reach a stricter deal than the 2015 agreement that was meant to restrain Iran's nuclear program.

Everyone is waiting to see what kind of Iran policy President-elect Donald J. Trump, shown here on election night, will support once he returns to office, diplomats and analysts say. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Mr. Trump criticized that deal as weak and pulled out of it in 2018, reimposing American sanctions on Iran. His policy of "maximum pressure" did not bring Iran to the table then, and neither he nor President Biden has been able to replace the 2015 agreement with a new one.

Instead Iran has steadily increased its stockpile of highly enriched uranium, enough for several bombs, and is closer to being able to build a nuclear weapon and deliver one on more sophisticated missiles. Iran insists its nuclear program is civilian and that it has no intention to build a nuclear weapon.

But diplomats and analysts say that Iran is now perceived to have been weakened by internal unrest, a bad economy, and Israel's campaign against Iran and its allies since Hamas invaded Israel Oct. 7 of last year. There is a significant internal debate in Iran about whether to try to do a deal again or move more openly toward building a nuclear weapon, they say.

The diplomats and analysts believe that there is a good chance Iran would be open to direct negotiations on a new nuclear deal with Washington, along with the Europeans. But Iran would want such a deal to provide clear economic benefits and restrain the United States and Israel from attacking its nuclear and energy facilities.

European and Iranian officials met in September at the United Nations, after the death of Iran's hard-line president and the election of a more moderate successor, to discuss de-escalation and re-engagement, with little obvious success.

But the Europeans were struck by the quiet meeting between Elon Musk and Iran's U.N. ambassador on Nov. 11, first reported in The New York Times, as indicative of tentative early efforts to defuse tensions.

There is an extensive and relatively open debate inside Iran about the future of its nuclear program, said Ms. Geranmayeh and Cornelius Adebahr, who studies Iran for Carnegie Europe.

Tehran in June. During his first term, Mr. Trump withdrew from the 2015 agreement restricting Iran's nuclear program, calling it weak. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


As they describe the debate, some voices say that Iran has a better chance negotiating with a Republican president who wants to avoid a war and controls Congress and that this may be a last chance to do so. The hope is that it would yield economic benefits and also help to calm dissent at home.

Others, many of them part of the powerful Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps, argue that the West cannot be trusted and that the United States is a declining power. Israel, they also argue, has hit its regional allies so hard that Iran should move more openly to confront Israel and develop a nuclear deterrent.

"Superficially Iran looks weaker, with a prevalent internal atmosphere of unrest and the regime trying to find its footing, and the openness of the debate speaks to the uncertainty among policymakers in Iran," Mr. Adebahr said. "But the Iranians don't consider themselves weak and don't appear to be in a great rush."

Whatever happens to nuclear negotiations, the issue of compliance with the IAEA's inspectors is a different matter. The Europeans and Washington consider that Iran's consistent flouting of its obligations goes to the heart of preserving the nonproliferation treaty and preventing other countries in the Middle East and elsewhere from developing their own nuclear weapons.

The agency's reports made clear that Iran has failed to resolve questions about the origins of undeclared nuclear material found earlier in Iran and had not restored monitoring equipment, including cameras, it removed in June 2022.

The resolution censoring Iran, if passed, would call for a comprehensive report on all the open questions about its nuclear program. It could also open the way for a return to all the international sanctions suspended under the 2015 deal, though the deadline for that is October 2025.
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A Dissident's Final Act of Protest Stuns Iran

Repeatedly imprisoned in his country, Kianoosh Sanjari refused to be silenced by the government. But in the end, despairing of change, he silenced himself.

Kianoosh Sanjari speaking at an Amnesty International concert in New York in 2014. Theo Wargo/Getty Images for CBGB



By Farnaz Fassihi and Leily Nikounazar



Nov 20, 2024 at 12:21 AM

The Iranian government first arrested him when he was a teenager protesting a crackdown on student activists. He remained undeterred.

For two decades, the regime repeatedly threw him into jail and detained him in psychiatric institutions, but the more Iran tried to silence him, the more outspoken Kianoosh Sanjari became. A tall, lanky man known for his dark suits and striped ties, he recounted the horrors he had experienced in interviews and videos posted on his social media accounts.

"The Islamic Republic ruined the days of my youth, as it did to millions of others," Mr. Sanjari, a well-known journalist and human rights activist, once said. "Days that could have been filled with passion, happiness and sweetness were spent in prison, doing irreversible damage to my body and soul."

Last Wednesday, Mr. Sanjari plummeted from a commercial building in central Tehran, hours after declaring that he would take his own life as a final act of protest if the government did not release four political prisoners by the evening. He was 42.

News of his death has shaken Iranians, with many saying it was the long years of government-inflicted trauma that ultimately led to his end. Many were especially rattled by the manner in which Mr. Sanjari's death unfolded in public view, and in real time, as he posted a series of increasingly alarming messages on social media over the two days before it happened.

Amid the outcry, Iranians have been wrestling with subjects seldom discussed openly in the country: the effects of long-term trauma on political prisoners; the invisible mental health suffering of activists who may not reach out for help; and whether their country has adequate measures in place for people who threaten suicide.

Mr. Sanjari at a demonstration in Washington in 2010. Ali Khaligh/Middle East Images, via Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


"I would like to say that the Islamic Republic is directly responsible for Kianoosh's death," one longtime friend and fellow activist, Kourosh Sehati, said in an interview from London. "He wanted the regime gone; he wanted the release of the political prisoners."

Some Iranian journalists pointed out that the authorities closely monitor the social media activity of activists and typically mobilize immediately to stop any public display of dissent. "Couldn't security forces take an active role in preventing his death by any means?" one journalist, Amir Hossein Mosalla, wrote in an opinion essay.

Dr. Ali Nikjoo, a psychiatrist in Tehran, said in an interview that in Iran a suicidal person could be admitted to the hospital against his or her own will only if the immediate family obtained a court order. That can take days or weeks. The website of Iran's Welfare Organization offers general guidelines for emergency crews and medical workers that call for transferring people to the hospital and not leaving them unattended if they show signs of mental distress.

Judge Mohammad Shahriari, the chief prosecutor for Tehran's criminal court, said in a video interview with Iranian news media that the judiciary had opened a criminal case regarding Mr. Sanjari's death. 

Mr. Sanjari's brother Majid, reached by phone, said he was "too distraught to speak."

Kianoosh Sanjari started blogging and attending protests when he was in high school. He was arrested at age 17, placed in an adult prison and held in solitary confinement. He escaped Iran in 2007 after serving a two-year sentence in Evin prison on charges of "threatening national security."

He arrived in the United States in 2008 by way of Norway and received political asylum. From 2008 to 2016, he worked as a journalist for the Voice of America Persian news service and as a researcher for several Iranian-focused human rights organizations. A photograph shows him delivering a speech outside U.N. headquarters the year he arrived in the United States, holding up a sign depicting the faces of people executed by the Iranian government.

Among the organizations Mr. Sanjari worked for was the Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, which is based in Washington and documents human rights violations in Iran. Its executive director, Roya Boroumand, described him as an inspiring figure who, despite his own suffering, "remained active, fighting for the rights of other prisoners and against the death penalty."

"Kianoosh is yet another young person from our homeland whose death is the responsibility of the Islamic Republic," said Ms. Boroumand.

Mr. Sanjari in a photo taken in Iran, courtesy of a family friend.


But exile also took a toll on Mr. Sanjari. He struggled financially, had episodes of depression and loneliness, and could not find permanent employment, according to two of his friends.

One of them, Omid Memarian, an Iranian expert on human rights, said Mr. Sanjari had decided to return to Iran to help take care of his mother when she became sick in 2016. He thought that the threats against him had eased with the passage of time and that he could find stability back home.

The opposite happened.

The authorities arrested him shortly after his arrival, and the Revolution Court, which prosecutes political cases, sentenced him to 11 years in prison after a hasty trial. He served five years, and during this period, the prison authorities transferred him to government psychiatric facilities at least six times.

Out of all of Mr. Sanjari's activism, his resolve to expose the abuse he endured in the psychiatric institutions may stand out most. He called it the "darkest period" of his life.

"They chained me to the bed, they injected me with something that locked my jaw, and I lost my ability to speak for about 20 hours, and even then with great difficulty," Mr. Sanjari said in one audio recounting of his experience on the application Clubhouse. He said he had been fed a cocktail of pills three times a day and given electric shocks nine times.

"I forgot who I was, what I was doing there, when was I taken there, how long I had been there," Mr. Sanjari said. "I would ask the guard: 'What is my name?'"

Ali Akbar Mousavi Khoeini, a former reformist member of the Iranian Parliament who now lives in exile in Maryland, said in an interview that the government sometimes dispatched political prisoners to psychiatric institutions "as a way of humiliating and breaking the prisoner when they refuse to cooperate or confess."

Mr. Sanjari gave life in America another go in 2022 and in 2024, but he returned to Iran after short stints both times, according to Mr. Memarian and Mr. Mousavi Khoeini, who helped with his travel arrangements.

Last Tuesday, Mr. Sanjari announced that he had to make a difficult decision about life and death. Then he issued his ultimatum to the government, saying he would take his own life if it did not release the prisoners by 7 p.m. the following day.

On Wednesday evening, he posted a bird's-eye view photo of the street below as he stood on the edge of the commercial building. Then he expressed his hope for an Iran in which people were no longer imprisoned for their beliefs.

A video circulating on social media shortly after showed a body wrapped in white cloth on the side of a road drenched in rain. In the commotion of flashing red ambulance lights, emergency crews and passers-by, someone asked who it was.

"Kianoosh," replied an emergency worker.

Sassan, a 40-year-old university lecturer and a close friend, said he had driven five hours from a city in northern Iran to Tehran as soon as he saw Mr. Sanjari's ultimatum. Frantically checking his phone for updates, he said, he diverted to the site when he saw the photograph Mr. Sanjari had posted from the edge of the building. But it was too late.

"I'm angry," Sassan said in a telephone interview. "Why had other friends left him alone? We all knew what he was going through." Sassan asked that his last name not be published out of fear of retribution.

Mr. Sanjari was buried in Tehran on Friday under a heavy security presence and with only a few of his immediate family members. Security agents cordoned off the area in the cemetery and blocked a large crowd of people who had shown up to pay him last respects, according to witness accounts.

If you are having thoughts of suicide, call or text 988 to reach the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline or go to SpeakingOfSuicide.com/resources for a list of additional resources.
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Ugandan Opposition Leader Who Was 'Kidnapped' in Kenya Turns Up in Court

Kizza Besigye, a former presidential candidate, went missing over the weekend as he visited the Kenyan capital, reappearing days later in military custody back in Uganda.

Kizza Besigye, left, and an associate, Haji Obeid Lutale, in the steel dock of the Uganda Military General Court in Kampala on Wednesday. Abubaker Lubowa/Reuters



By Abdi Latif Dahir
Reporting from Nairobi, Kenya


Nov 20, 2024 at 03:47 PM

A prominent Ugandan opposition figure who disappeared last week while in neighboring Kenya surfaced on Wednesday in a military court back home, where he was charged with security-related offenses, his wife and Ugandan officials said -- the latest case to raise alarm amid a widening opposition crackdown in both East African nations.

Kizza Besigye, a former presidential candidate in Uganda, was "kidnapped" on Saturday while visiting the capital, Nairobi, for a book launch by a Kenyan politician, his wife, Winnie Byanyima, said on social media early on Wednesday. Ms. Byanyima did not elaborate on how Mr. Besigye was abducted or by whom. But she said he was remanded to a military jail in the Ugandan capital, Kampala, and did not have access to his family or lawyers.

"He is not a soldier. Why is he being held in a military jail?" said Ms. Byanyima, who is the executive director of U.N.AIDS, the United Nations program on H.I.V. and AIDS. She did not respond immediately to an attempt to reach her by email.

Hours later, Mr. Besigye, surrounded by security officers and holding his fingers in a V-sign, appeared at a military court in Kampala, according to footage broadcast on public and private television stations. He and an associate -- Haji Obeid Lutale -- were remanded to prison pending trial on charges including unlawful possession of firearms and ammunition, according to a charge sheet seen by The New York Times.

Authorities alleged that Mr. Besigye, Mr. Lutale and others still at large have, over the past year, held meetings in Switzerland, Greece and Kenya "aimed at soliciting for logistical support and identifying military targets in Uganda with intent to prejudice the security of the Defense Forces."

Both Mr. Besigye and Mr. Lutale denied the charges.

Kizza Besigye being led out of court by military police in Kampala, Uganda, on Wednesday. Badru Katumba/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Uganda's government has not commented on the situation. Felix Kulayigye, a spokesman for the Ugandan army, did not respond to questions about how Mr. Besigye arrived in Uganda or appeared in military court. But, "I believe Kenya is a sovereign country and they can answer your questions," he said in a text message.

Korir Sing'Oei, the principal secretary of Kenya's foreign ministry, did not respond to a request for comment.

Mr. Besigye, who is also a physician, has in the past been arrested and assaulted by security officers, placed under house arrest to prevent him holding political rallies, and accused of treason and rape. He was acquitted of rape, and the treason charges were later quashed. 

Other Ugandans who have challenged the decades-long rule of President Yoweri Museveni have faced similar fates. Mr. Museveni, a key Western ally, has governed the East African nation with an iron fist for almost four decades by muzzling the press and jailing and torturing detractors while winning elections marred by allegations of fraud.

Bobi Wine, a pop star who has become Mr. Museveni's foremost challenger, called Mr. Besigye's latest arrest "most unfortunate" and "of greatest concern."

Mr. Wine, whose real name is Robert Kyagulanyi, has previously been beaten and tear-gassed and was shot in the leg by the police in September. Mr. Wine has also accused the president, his son and other top government officials of committing crimes against humanity and has filed, along with others, a case against them in the International Criminal Court.

On Wednesday, both Kenyan and Ugandan opposition officials decried the mysterious way in which Mr. Besigye was removed from Kenya -- which has seen a wave of abductions in recent months. These include the kidnap and torture of activists and protesters who have been agitating against the government of President William Ruto.

"Kenya must decide whether we want to be a constitutional democracy governed by the primacy of the Bill of Rights and tenets of justice, or a tyranny," James Orengo, the governor of Siaya County and a member of the opposition Orange Democratic Movement, said on social media.

In October, the United Nations refugee agency said it was "deeply concerned" that Kenya had sent back four Turkish refugees who had been abducted by masked men at gunpoint. In July, three dozen Ugandan opposition members who had traveled to Kenya to participate in a governance course were deported. They were charged with terrorism-related offenses once they arrived home.

"Ruto's government is not only perfecting illegal abductions of its citizens, but it is facilitating and participating in international abductions in total disregard of Kenyan and international laws on due process and substantive justice," Waikwa Wanyoike, a Kenyan constitutional lawyer, said in an interview.

Musinguzi Blanshe contributed reporting from Kampala, Uganda.
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On Trial at 77, Hong Kong Media Mogul Denies Conspiring With U.S.

Jimmy Lai, who is charged with national security offenses, testified that his newspaper "carried a torch to the reality" of people's desire for freedom in the city. 

A prison van believed to be carrying Jimmy Lai arrived at a court in Hong Kong on Wednesday. Mr. Lai testified for the first time at his landmark national security trial. Chan Long Hei/Associated Press



By David Pierson and Tiffany May
Reporting from Hong Kong


Nov 20, 2024 at 04:31 AM

As the founder of Hong Kong's leading pro-democracy newspaper, Apple Daily, Jimmy Lai cut an unusual figure: a rebellious tycoon who was not afraid to march with anti-government demonstrators and openly criticize China's ruling Communist Party.

But as he testified for the first time at his landmark national security trial on Wednesday, Mr. Lai eschewed his confrontational image. The jailed media mogul distanced himself from some of the editorial decisions at his former newspaper. He denied having close relationships with Western politicians who prosecutors accuse him of colluding with. And he dismissed the idea of Hong Kong or Taiwanese independence from China as "crazy."

The far more measured approach from a man who once told China's former premier, Li Peng, to "drop dead" in a magazine column, reflects the stakes involved in his high-profile case, for which he faces up to life in prison if convicted.

Mr. Lai, 77, is accused of being the mastermind behind anti-government protests that swept across Hong Kong in 2019. Prosecutors have charged him with conspiring and colluding with "foreign forces" to undermine Beijing's authority over Hong Kong. 

Mr. Lai, who has pleaded not guilty, has been in jail for nearly four years. Until Wednesday, he hadn't spoken publicly about the accusations against him through multiple trials, and his testimony, expected to last several weeks, could be the last time he is able to do so.

His case has captured worldwide attention as a symbol of Hong Kong's political transformation since Beijing imposed a national security law in 2020 to bring an end to the social unrest. The authorities have used the law to crack down on rights that had long distinguished Hong Kong from mainland China, such as freedoms of speech and assembly.

Jimmy Lai in Hong Kong in 2019. He has long been one of Hong Kong's most vocal critics of China's ruling Communist Party. Lam Yik Fei for The New York Times


Western governments, including the United States and Britain, have condemned Mr. Lai's arrest and called for his release. President-elect Donald J. Trump said last month in a podcast interview that he would "100 percent" get Mr. Lai out of prison, adding that it would be "easy."

Mr. Lai's testimony came a day after a national security court handed down prison sentences ranging from just over four years to 10 years for 45 former pro-democracy lawmakers and activists.

Prosecutors have argued that Mr. Lai was a "radical political figure" who led a global campaign to get foreign governments to target China and Hong Kong, a city of more than seven million, with sanctions in response to moves by the authorities to crush dissent.

Throughout his testimony, he made light of his meetings with several American politicians and denied he had asked them for political favors beyond voicing support for Hong Kong. He described his conversations with the former national security adviser, John Bolton, as general "chit chat." He said donations of between $20,000 and $50,000 to American think tanks were "too small to even be mentioned," he said.

He described being in a meeting with Nancy Pelosi, then the House speaker, where he barely spoke and didn't listen "very intently."

And when asked if he ever appealed to foreign figures, including then-Vice President Mike Pence and then-Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, to influence government policy in China and Hong Kong, Mr. Lai said: "Never."

Mr. Lai also faces a colonial-era sedition charge over material published in his Apple Daily tabloid. He sought to defend his intentions in running the paper, saying the now shuttered publication reflected the values of the Hong Kong people. China has accused the tabloid of spreading "fake news" and "hate speech," and instigating "Hong Kong independence."

"All I was doing was carrying a torch to the reality," Mr. Lai said, when asked whether he ever intended to "pollute the minds of his readers," as the prosecution had alleged.

The newsroom of Apple Daily in 2020 before its closure. Lam Yik Fei for The New York Times


"The more information you have, the more you're in the know, the more you are free," Mr. Lai said in a packed courtroom. He described the newspaper's core values as including the pursuit of democracy and freedom of speech, religion and assembly.

Mr. Lai was not always thought of as a political firebrand. For years, he embodied Hong Kong's rags-to-riches success; an immigrant from the mainland who worked at a factory and later made a fortune founding the clothing brand, Giordano.

His politics hardened after the 1989 Tiananmen Square crackdown that killed hundreds, possibly thousands, of pro-democracy demonstrators. Shortly after, he turned to publishing by launching Next Magazine in 1990 and Apple Daily in 1995.

Apple Daily was at the forefront of the 2019 demonstrations, amplifying protest slogans and publishing editorials and cartoons urging people in Hong Kong to join the movement.

Giving evidence Wednesday, he pushed back against the testimony of a former deputy at the newspaper, who was a witness for the prosecution. That deputy had said that after Mr. Lai was arrested under the national security law, the tycoon had passed on instructions to run the newspaper as before.

"I had written to them, asking them not to take risks," Mr. Lai said. "If I told them 'Don't be scared,' it's on the condition that they don't take risks."

Six senior employees from Apple Daily and its parent company, Next Digital, earlier pleaded guilty to conspiring to commit collusion under the national security law. They await sentencing after the trial concludes. Among them, three have testified for the prosecution. 

Eric Lai, a Hong Kong law expert at Georgetown Center for Asian Law, said the defense team tried to poke holes in the prosecution's case by asserting that Apple Daily's intentions were good, and that meetings with overseas figures were lawful.

"Jimmy Lai's testimony shows that the charge of colluding with foreign forces under the national security law is so broad and unreasonable that it criminalizes ordinary exchanges and communication with people overseas," Eric Lai said.

People waiting to enter the court ahead of Jimmy Lai's national security trial on Wednesday. Tyrone Siu/Reuters


China has accused Mr. Lai of advocating secession. During the trial, Mr. Lai said he disagreed with movements seeking independence for Hong Kong and Taiwan, the self-governed island democracy China claims as its territory, saying they were "too crazy to think about."

"I know what he is doing is the right thing and I am very proud of him," said his son, Sebastien Lai, 30, who has led an international campaign from overseas to free his father. "My father is a very strong person, mentally and spiritually. But he's been in there for almost four years. It's completely inhumane."

Concern is growing for Mr. Lai's health given his advanced age. Mr. Lai has diabetes and often spends 23 hours a day living in solitary confinement. 

The Hong Kong government said in a statement on Sunday that Mr. Lai was receiving "appropriate treatment and care" and that Mr. Lai had asked to be held in solitary confinement.

When Mr. Lai, wearing a brown blazer and green sweater over a white dress shirt, was brought into the courtroom, he waved at his wife and daughter in the public gallery.

Speaking from Washington, D.C., Sebastien Lai said that he had considered the possibility that he might never hear from his father again after the trial ends.

"The case is very urgent," he said. "Who knows how much time he has left."

Berry Wang contributed reporting.
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	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            International
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Obituaries
          
        

      

      National

      
        Why Are Latinos Fleeing Democrats? Arizona's New Senator Offers Answers.
        After a victorious Senate campaign, Ruben Gallego thinks others can follow his lead by signaling that they hear Latino voters' economic pain. But repeating his success might not be so easy.

      

      
        Wyoming's Abortion Bans Are Unconstitutional, Judge Rules
        The ruling found that two state laws -- one barring use of abortion pills, and one banning all forms of abortion -- violated the state Constitution's "fundamental right to make health care decisions."

      

      
        Dan Osborn Wants to Help the Working Class Run for Office
        Mr. Osborn, the industrial mechanic who turned a long-shot Senate bid in red Nebraska into an unexpectedly tight race, is starting a PAC aimed at recruiting more blue-collar candidates like himself.

      

      
        Ken Martin, a Minnesotan With Deep Democratic Ties, Joins the D.N.C. Race
        The chairman of Minnesota Democrats, he has longstanding connections to many of the Democratic National Committee members who will choose their next leader.

      

      
        Martin O'Malley, Ex-Maryland Governor, Kicks Off Race to Lead D.N.C.
        Mr. O'Malley, who ran for president in 2016, is the first candidate to announce a bid to lead the reeling Democratic Party as it faces two years of powerlessness in Washington.

      

      
        House Republicans Target McBride With Capitol Bathroom Bill
        G.O.P. lawmakers whose leaders have pressed to roll back transgender rights around the country moved to bar Sarah McBride, the first transgender member of Congress, from women's rooms on Capitol Hill.

      

      
        Unexpected Turns in Trump Election Cases Raise Questions About Their Durability
        Canceled oral arguments in one case and a judge's recusal in another have added to questions about the future of four state cases against Donald J. Trump and his allies.

      

      
        Migrant Gets Life Sentence for Killing Laken Riley in Case Seized On by Trump
        The sentencing came hours after a judge issued a guilty verdict. The case became a flashpoint in the bitter national debate over immigration policy.

      

      
        Jessica Tisch, Sanitation Chief, Becomes 2nd Woman to Lead the N.Y.P.D.
        Ms. Tisch, a member of a prominent New York family who has held several positions in city government, will take over the nation's largest police department.

      

      
        
          	
            International
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Obituaries
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Why Are Latinos Fleeing Democrats? Arizona's New Senator Offers Answers.

After a victorious Senate campaign, Ruben Gallego thinks others can follow his lead by signaling that they hear Latino voters' economic pain. But repeating his success might not be so easy.

Senator-elect Ruben Gallego's effort to target Latino voters in Arizona appeared to pay off. He easily outperformed Vice President Kamala Harris with the group. Ash Ponders for The New York Times



By Kellen Browning and Jennifer Medina
Reporting from Phoenix


Nov 20, 2024 at 10:03 AM

The Friday before Election Day, Representative Ruben Gallego invited his supporters to Rancho Ochoa, a rodeo venue in southwestern Phoenix, where they listened to a brass band, cheered as bull riders strained to hold on and watched the dancing horses, a staple of Mexican rodeos.

It was the celebratory culmination of an extensive effort by Mr. Gallego, a Democrat, to target Latino voters as he vied for Arizona's open Senate seat -- an effort that appeared to pay dividends. Even as Latinos, and especially Latino men, shifted drastically away from Democrats this year, and President-elect Donald J. Trump beat Vice President Kamala Harris in Arizona by more than five percentage points, Mr. Gallego won his race by over two points. He seemed to outperform Ms. Harris with Latinos easily.

The shift toward Mr. Trump left Democrats, who have long operated with a belief that demographic change would equal a winning destiny, stunned and scrambling for answers. Some are looking to Mr. Gallego, a plain-talking military veteran and the son of Colombian and Mexican immigrants who has plenty of thoughts on how his party can win back working-class voters and avoid taking the Latino community for granted.

In an interview, Mr. Gallego said the Democratic Party had failed to address the deep-seated anxiety that Latino men felt over rising prices, which left them unable to provide for their families no matter how much harder they worked.

"Latino men feel like their job is to provide security for their family -- economic security and physical security," he said. "And when that is compromised, they start looking around."

Mr. Gallego, right, with a supporter in Phoenix this month. He said the Democratic Party had failed to address the deep-seated anxiety that Latino men felt over rising prices. Ash Ponders for The New York Times


Mr. Gallego devoted significant resources to courting Latino men in a way that many voters and strategists said felt authentic. And he was quicker than many Democrats to embrace tough stances on the migrant crisis and to speak directly to blue-collar workers' frustrations with high prices, even as traditional economic indicators were positive.

"I know how hard you're working, where your wages just haven't kept up with costs," he said in a television advertisement in April. "And that's not your fault."

Democrats and Arizona political strategists suggested that there were lessons the party could take from Mr. Gallego's campaign, but they cautioned that his victory was partly predicated on elements harder to replicate. Mr. Gallego was running against an especially unpopular Republican, Kari Lake, and he himself is a Latino man with a working-class background. At the same time, he harnessed his Harvard University pedigree and his young family to appeal to suburban white voters.

"You cannot count on his cultural signifiers to win with Latinos," said Regina Romero, the mayor of Tucson, Ariz. "That is the icing on the cake, but the cake itself has to be built of substance. I believe that as Democrats, we need to double down on working families and fighting for workers."

Ms. Romero said many of Mr. Gallego's tactics were also adopted by Ms. Harris, including her emphasis on growing up as the child of immigrants, and pointed out that the candidates whom Mr. Trump and Mr. Gallego defeated have one thing in common: They are women.

As a congressman representing a deep-blue part of Phoenix, Mr. Gallego was known for years as an outspoken progressive, and he and his allies worked from the left to push out Senator Kyrsten Sinema, a Democrat turned independent, after she sided with Republicans to block parts of President Biden's agenda. (She later announced she would not seek re-election.)

Mr. Gallego's campaign bet that it could better reach both working-class voters -- especially Latinos -- and highly educated white voters in the suburbs by focusing on a kind of everyman aesthetic that highlighted the candidate's humble beginnings and blue-collar background.

Mr. Gallego speaks often about being raised alongside his three sisters by his mother in Chicago, working at food stands and construction sites as a teenager to support them, and sometimes sleeping on the family's living room floor. He attended Harvard and fought in the Iraq war as a Marine, seeing combat in a unit that suffered heavy casualties.

As a Senate candidate, he took steps to make it clear that he understood the Latino community, creating niche groups like Jefas (female bosses) con Gallego and Compas (bros) con Gallego, which courted Latino men.

Mr. Gallego's campaign focused on a kind of everyman aesthetic that highlighted his humble beginnings and blue-collar background. Caitlin O'Hara for The New York Times


Ilse Rodriguez, Mr. Gallego's deputy political director who led his Latino outreach, said she worked to ensure that the campaign's efforts felt genuine. She vetoed a corrido -- a Mexican song that tells a story -- that out-of-state artists had created about Mr. Gallego because it felt "more techno, Florida-esque, much more East Coast." She instead recruited a local band.

Ms. Rodriguez persuaded the campaign's consultants to green-light a flier that mimicked a loteria card -- used in a Mexican game similar to bingo -- featuring Mr. Gallego, and she planned events aimed at portraying him as a regular person. He got behind the grill at carne asada events, hung out at an auto shop and delivered breakfast tacos to construction workers during early-morning shifts.

Above all, he indicated that he had heard their economic pain.

Mr. Gallego said Democrats had failed to connect the dots on how esoteric pieces of policy, like the bipartisan infrastructure law, were improving people's lives.

"Until people actually feel something -- higher wages, lower costs, more security -- you're not going to get credit," he said.

He suggested that Democrats lacked a specific initiative that they could point to as helping people immediately, like the expanded child tax credit that gave monthly payments of up to $300 per child during the coronavirus pandemic but was short-lived. Without something like that to grasp onto, Mr. Gallego said, voters were deciding based on "vibes."

"If you rely on vibes, you better be vibing better than your opponent," he said. "And guess what? No one vibes better than freaking Donald Trump."

Mr. Gallego and his wife, Sydney, at an election-night event this month. He won by over two percentage points even as President-elect Donald J. Trump won Arizona by more than five points. Adriana Zehbrauskas for The New York Times


Mr. Gallego had a built-in advantage as he bro'd out with Latino men in an effort to win their votes: He actually had the beer-drinking, backslapping macho background to make his actions feel real.

Other candidates "don't understand that part of the electorate because they're not a Marine combat veteran who grew up fighting and drinking, literally killing people in another country," said Chuck Rocha, a veteran Democratic consultant who is friends with Mr. Gallego and advised his campaign. "People try to be Ruben Gallego -- not him, per se, but be a man's man and show 'I'm tough.' You can tell they're faking it."

That could make it difficult for candidates without Mr. Gallego's life story and background to replicate his outreach.

Mr. Rocha, though, said it was possible to appeal to blue-collar voters without looking like them or sharing their life experience. Candidates, he said, simply needed to come across as authentic and lean into a message of economic populism. 

Mr. Gallego was also quick to react on immigration. In Congress, he was a vocal critic of some of Mr. Trump's border-security proposals and signed onto a letter asking Mr. Biden's administration to end Title 42, a pandemic-era law that allowed for easier expulsion of migrants. But he also criticized the administration's lack of preparedness for the surge of migrants, talked tough on border security and spoke frequently with mayors and sheriffs in Arizona's border region, leading some to endorse him.

He suggested that politicians without a deep understanding of the Latino community continued to assume falsely that Latino voters who support a pathway to citizenship would not also welcome a crackdown at the border.

"They don't understand, 'Wait a minute, how can you want those people deported, but not those people deported?'" Mr. Gallego said. "Well, it's very simple: We don't identify with those people that are coming over right now."

Mr. Gallego has criticized Democrats for failing to show how esoteric pieces of policy, like the bipartisan infrastructure law, have improved people's lives. Tom Brenner for The New York Times


Mr. Gallego has long warned against relying solely on identity politics to win over Latinos. In 2020, he admonished Democrats for using "Latinx," a gender-neutral term pushed by liberal policymakers but derided by many Latinos, in part because it is difficult to say in Spanish.

He said that he, himself, had successfully employed identity politics in his campaign, with a focus on his background and that he was set to become Arizona's first Latino senator. But he also consistently hammered his desire to help families by lowering costs.

"You could use identity politics to connect, but you've got to deliver an economic message at the end," Mr. Gallego said. "Right now, there's these two warring camps, and they're both wrong. You're going to have to do both."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/20/us/politics/ruben-gallego-arizona-latino-voters-democrats.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Wyoming's Abortion Bans Are Unconstitutional, Judge Rules

The ruling found that two state laws -- one barring use of abortion pills, and one banning all forms of abortion -- violated the state Constitution's "fundamental right to make health care decisions." 

Judge Melissa Owens in Jackson, Wyo., during a hearing last year. Pool photo by Bradly J. Boner



By Pam Belluck
Pam Belluck has been covering reproductive health for over a decade. 


Nov 19, 2024 at 02:53 AM

A Wyoming judge ruled on Monday that two state abortion bans -- including the first state law specifically banning the use of pills for abortion -- violated the Wyoming Constitution and could not be enforced.

Judge Melissa Owens of Teton County District Court wrote in her ruling that both the ban on medication abortion and a broader ban against all methods of abortion "impede the fundamental right to make health care decisions for an entire class of people, pregnant women." 

She added, "The abortion statutes suspend a woman's right to make her own health care decisions during the entire term of a pregnancy and are not reasonable or necessary to protect the health and general welfare of the people."

Enforcement of the two abortion bans, passed last year, had been temporarily halted by Judge Owens while the court case proceeded. Her decision on Monday blocks the laws permanently, although the state is expected to appeal. Efforts to reach the state attorney general's office and the governor's office were unsuccessful on Monday night.

The suit to block the bans was filed by a group of plaintiffs that included two abortion providers in Wyoming; an obstetrician-gynecologist who often treats high-risk pregnancies; an emergency-room nurse; a fund that gives financing to abortion patients; and a woman who said her Jewish faith required access to abortion if a pregnant woman's physical or mental health or life was in danger.

An amendment to the Wyoming Constitution, approved by an overwhelming majority of the state's voters in 2012, guarantees adults the right to make their own health care decisions.

In court last year, the state, represented by Jay Jerde, a special assistant attorney general for Wyoming, argued that even though doctors and other health providers must be involved in abortions, there were many instances in which abortion was not "health care" because "it's not restoring the woman's body from pain, physical disease or sickness."

Mr. Jerde also argued that the constitutional amendment allowing people to make decisions about their own health care did not apply to abortion because terminating a pregnancy affected not just the woman making the decision, but the fetus as well.

Judge Owens rejected both of those arguments. She wrote: "The uncontested facts establish that the abortion statutes fail to accomplish any of the asserted interests by the state. The state did not present any evidence refuting or challenging the extensive medical testimony presented by the plaintiffs."

Dr. Giovannina Anthony, an obstetrician-gynecologist and abortion provider who was one of the plaintiffs in the case, said on Monday night that she was "grateful and relieved that the judge agreed that abortion is health care and that abortion bans violate the rights of pregnant women."

Dr. Anthony said she expected the state to appeal. "This is not the end of the fight in Wyoming, but for now we can continue to provide evidence-based care without fear of a prison sentence."
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Dan Osborn Wants to Help the Working Class Run for Office

Mr. Osborn, the industrial mechanic who turned a long-shot Senate bid in red Nebraska into an unexpectedly tight race, is starting a PAC aimed at recruiting more blue-collar candidates like himself.

Dan Osborn addressing supporters on election night in La Vista, Neb., after the race was called for Deb Fischer. David Robert Elliott for The New York Times



By Jonathan Weisman



Nov 19, 2024 at 10:04 AM

Dan Osborn, an industrial mechanic who ran as an independent Senate candidate in Nebraska, came up short in his quest to unseat Senator Deb Fischer, a low-profile Republican whose closer-than-expected victory in a red state clinched Senate control for her party on election night.

But Mr. Osborn's 47 percent of the vote in Nebraska well outpaced Vice President Kamala Harris's 39 percent, and in what he called his "almost success," there might be clues to how a more populist approach could wrest the working class from Republicans, not through partisan warfare but class consciousness.

"Who's the one doing the dividing here?" Mr. Osborn asked in an interview on Monday. "I think it's the people who are laughing all the way to the bank while us common folk live paycheck to paycheck."

On Tuesday, Mr. Osborn, 49, will return to work as a union steamfitter in Omaha, facing a pile of bills from his time off campaigning, including a $4,000 veterinarian's bill for the Addison's disease his dog developed during the election year. He is also announcing a new super PAC, the Working Class Heroes Fund, to try to recruit more blue-collar workers to run for office, and to organize the working class to vote in their economic self-interest.

"I just think it means everything that working people have a seat at the table because we have enough, you know, high-profile lawyers and business execs," Mr. Osborn said. "I'm not saying they shouldn't have a seat at the table. Of course they should for what they've accomplished in their lives. But I feel like what I've accomplished as a working person, although it's not as glittery and glorious as a C.E.O. starting a company, I've certainly given my family a good life."

Before Mr. Osborn announced his campaign late last year, his only leadership role had been leading his union on strike at an Omaha Kellogg's cereal plant in 2021. With little money and almost no name recognition, the mechanic crisscrossed Nebraska, leaning on union workers far from the Democratic pockets of Omaha and Lincoln while rejecting the endorsement of the Nebraska Democratic Party.

He tried to prove his independence with a pro-gun, tough-on-the-border message, but he also favored abortion rights and new rules to make it easier for unions to organize.

Mainly, though, his biggest calling card was his genuine working-class identity and a penchant for listening. It wasn't a particularly substantive campaign -- he still struggles to articulate the policies that distinguished him from Republicans and Democrats -- but it was one that avoided the impression that many Democrats leave, that in appealing to working-class voters, they talk down to them.

"I'm not a huge political person," Mr. Osborn allowed. "I'm not certain how many people ran similar to me, numbers-wise. I can just tell you I spoke to people like a person. And that was the secret to my almost success."

He added, "I had 180 publicly advertised events; a lot of those people in the events were just like me, people who live paycheck to paycheck, working for a living."

"And whether it was a group of five or a group of 80, we would sit down, focus on issues and try to resolve things," he said.

Mr. Osborn's election night party in La Vista, Neb., outside Omaha. David Robert Elliott for The New York Times


The most resonant issues, he said, revolved around the yawning wealth gap between the billionaire classes on the coasts and virtually everyone else in the middle. Advocacy, he said, should not be built around forcing everyone to share but creating "an equal playing field" where "mom-and-pop shops" are able to compete with prices of chain stores like the Dollar Generals commonplace in Nebraska's small towns.

For much of this year, Ms. Fischer and the Republican campaign apparatus in Washington largely ignored Mr. Osborn, but last month, as polling showed a tight race, Republican super PACs and operatives swept in to rescue Ms. Fischer. A blitz of advertising portrayed Mr. Osborn as "a Democrat in disguise." The race also turned personal, with attacks on his family.

Mr. Osborn, a political neophyte, remains angry and hurt by the way the campaign closed.

"I've been in a hole, licking my wounds," he said, before adding that he can't afford to take any more time off.

"I'm going back to work tomorrow as a steamfitter because I tried to call all my bill collectors," he said, and they didn't care "that I ran a close Senate race. They want their money, they want their mortgage, they want their car payments, their insurance, their electrical bills."

Even now, with the campaign over, he insists he is an independent, although he has supported Democrats in the past. But he said his super PAC's recruitment of genuinely working-class candidates will be nonpartisan. He does not care what party they want to run with, as long as they truly come from the working class.

"If I have to go around the country on my weekends to help other working-class people get a seat at their table," he said, "whether that's state legislatures or county boards, however that looks, that's how I want to help."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/19/us/politics/dan-osborn-working-class-pac.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Ken Martin, a Minnesotan With Deep Democratic Ties, Joins the D.N.C. Race

The chairman of Minnesota Democrats, he has longstanding connections to many of the Democratic National Committee members who will choose their next leader.

Ken Martin, who announced his candidacy to lead the D.N.C. on Tuesday, has led the Minnesota state party since 2011 and served as a vice chairman of the national party since 2017. Jenn Ackerman for The New York Times



By Reid J. Epstein
Reporting from Washington


Nov 19, 2024 at 10:04 AM

The race for chair of the Democratic National Committee may eventually include candidates who are well known across the party, but few are likely to have deeper relationships with the committee members who have a vote in the contest than Ken Martin, the Minnesota Democratic chairman.

Mr. Martin, who announced his candidacy to lead the D.N.C. on Tuesday, has led his state party since 2011 and served as a vice chairman of the national party since 2017. He is also the leader of the association of state Democratic chairs, a body that lobbies for state parties within the national committee.

If Martin O'Malley, the former Maryland governor who entered the contest on Monday, has experience as a candidate for state and national office, Mr. Martin, 51, is a veteran behind-the-scenes operator. He enters the race with 83 endorsements from D.N.C. members, his campaign said, a daunting figure given that the field is not yet set.

Other potential candidates who have had discussions about joining the race include Ben Wikler, the Wisconsin Democratic chairman, and Michael Blake, a former New York State Assembly member who served as a party vice chairman.

Jaime Harrison, the current D.N.C. chairman, is not seeking a second term. The election is expected to take place in early 2025.

Mr. Martin said in an interview on Monday that the next party leader would have an opportunity to "reimagine the D.N.C. and focus on some things that they haven't been doing for some time while also really trying to get at what happened in this last election."

Here is his conversation with The New York Times, lightly edited and condensed:

Why did Democrats lose the presidential election?

There were just really strong headwinds blowing against us from the very beginning of this election all the way through. And I don't think you can underestimate that.

It was a change electorate. People were feeling a lot of economic anxiety and certainly, at the end of the day, were going to vote against the party in power. That's part of it. We saw that around the world. Every major governing party that was facing hyperinflation and up for election either lost vote share or their elections. 

Do you think President Biden should not have run initially for a second term?

I think it's an academic exercise, to be honest with you, and I don't think it serves anyone well to focus on the past. Because right now we've got a big job in front of us to rebuild this party and get ready for the upcoming elections.

I think it's important to look at those seven battleground states and realize that as decisive as it was around the country, it was much closer in those battleground states than people imagined.

Should there be a public autopsy or investigation run by the D.N.C. into what happened?

I don't like to call it an autopsy because it would suggest that the Democratic Party is dead, and we're not dead. We're still here and we're fighting.

I do believe there should be a post-election review. We should spend time at the D.N.C., but also with other partners and allies, stakeholder groups on the outside who are deeply invested in this election, and groups from labor to environmental groups to choice groups and others out there who played a significant role in this election. All of us should come to one table and figure out again what worked and what didn't work. And there should be no sacred cows out there.

What do you think the Democratic Party stands for now?

One thing that is deeply alarming to me, and you've probably seen this research, is that for the first time in modern history, the majority of Americans believe that the Republican Party best represents the interests of the working class and the poor. And that the Democratic Party represents the interests of the wealthy and the elite.

That would suggest we have a huge branding problem, because that is not who our party is. And we've got to do a better job of making sure people know that wherever they live, wherever they are from, no matter who they are, we're fighting for them and we're their champion in this country.

Did Kamala Harris make the right choice in picking Tim Walz as her running mate?

Absolutely.

Why?

Governor Walz had an amazing story to tell. I think that's the reason he was picked. And I still think it was the right reason. In fact, after the election, you can see it was clearly the right reason.

People didn't connect our policy with our candidates and our party, and that's a different conversation. But clearly Governor Walz had a record to talk about, about actually delivering for Minnesotans and delivering for working people who are feeling squeezed.

You have talked about contesting every race on every ballot. In the last few days, the D.N.C. has laid off about two-thirds of its staff. Do you think the party should contract so much after an election if it plans to have a robust presence in nonpresidential years?

We are in a perpetual campaign. The day after the election is the first day of the next election. There's no time to rest. And that's true of the state parties and that is certainly true of the national party.

You've talked about Democratic issues being more popular than Democratic candidates. Why do you think that is, and how long do you think it will take to correct that branding problem?

Rome wasn't built in a day. This has been a problem that's been happening for some years now and it culminated with this election.

This is not an easy task, rebranding and figuring out how we do that. It's going to take some time. One of the things we can't do is, in the short term, take the wrong lessons from this election.

We have to be really deliberate about learning why those voters moved away from us, and that's going to take time. But, you know, we've got some time and we don't have a lot of time. We have to get right back on the horse because we have big elections in New Jersey and Virginia and throughout the country in 2025.
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Martin O'Malley, Ex-Maryland Governor, Kicks Off Race to Lead D.N.C.

Mr. O'Malley, who ran for president in 2016, is the first candidate to announce a bid to lead the reeling Democratic Party as it faces two years of powerlessness in Washington.

Martin O'Malley is expected to be joined by several other candidates to lead the Democratic National Committee. Anna Rose Layden/Getty Images



By Reid J. Epstein
Reporting from Washington


Nov 18, 2024 at 06:00 PM

Martin O'Malley, the former Maryland governor and Baltimore mayor who for the last year has served as commissioner of the Social Security Administration, on Monday became the first announced candidate for chair of the Democratic National Committee.

The entrance of Mr. O'Malley, 61, kicks off a race that is expected to have several candidates running to lead a party in turmoil after this year's elections. Without control of the White House or either chamber of Congress in 2025, Democrats are in a defensive crouch, aiming to protect themselves and their constituents from a second Trump administration bent on right-wing policymaking and vengeance.

While the D.N.C. chair is considered a position of national prominence, the contest to succeed Jaime Harrison in that role is a highly insular version of a student council election. Only the 447 committee members get a vote in the election, which is expected to take place in early 2025, and relationships often matter more than anything else. Mr. O'Malley said that he was entering the race with three endorsements from D.N.C. members and had been in conversations with others in recent days. He resigned from his Social Security Administration post on Monday, effective Nov. 29.

Mr. O'Malley, who led the Democratic Governors Association after winning re-election in Maryland in 2010 and ran for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2016, described himself in an interview on Sunday night as a "proven operational leader and a turnaround manager."

"We face enormous challenges and a lot of soul-searching," he said. "We need to focus on fixing the problem and not the blame."

Here's his conversation with The New York Times, lightly edited and condensed:

You said there should be an "after-action report" about what happened in the election this year. Who should produce that?

I think that's the job of the D.N.C., to be honest with one another. One of the jobs for the next chair of the D.N.C. is to make sure that's done -- that it's done thoroughly, that it's based on truth, well researched and based on the facts and the numbers. Because until we do that, it's going to be hard to forge the consensus for how we fix the problem.

Why do you think Kamala Harris lost?

I believe that the American people's eyes were taken off the ball and by the politics of fear. And I believe that in order for us to rebuild and win elections, we have to be entirely focused on winning elections. Because if we don't win, everybody loses.

We have to engage in the economic arguments as to why the choices that we are making are better for Americans all over the country.

Do you think President Biden should not have run for re-election, and instead allowed a competitive primary to take place?

I'm not going to second-guess the past. I'm focused on the future. And I'm running for chair of the D.N.C. because I believe I can lead us out of this darkness and into a better future where we do a better job of connecting with the American people around the economic reality. I can't fix yesterday. I'm not running to fix yesterday or second-guess yesterday. 

How would you grade Jaime Harrison and how he has done as the party's chair?

I'm not looking back. I'm looking forward. Jaime Harrison did his duty and he did it with commitment and dedication and is a patriot.

Who is the best D.N.C. chair that you can recall?

I believe that Howard Dean's 50-state strategy was something very valuable, important and that we should learn from and replicate. And I also believe that Ron Brown's commitment, his work ethic, his ability to bring people together and pick us up off the mat, is also a shining example.

Should New Hampshire go first in the presidential nominating calendar, or do you support keeping the order set by President Biden, which had South Carolina as the party's first primary state?

There needs to be a process for that. And that's what the Rules Committee is going to come together to consider.

But what do you think should happen?

I'm focused on listening and learning and collaborating with the 440 men and women that have to pick up the pieces in order to move our country forward.

You said you're focused on the future. The calendar is a big question in the future that you do not seem to have an answer to.

It is a question for the future, and it's a question that the party is going to have to collaboratively address.

What should the party do to win back Latino voters who backed  Trump and Republicans in recent elections?

When I ran for re-election as governor of Maryland, it was coming off a recession. There was a lot of anxiety. But we never hesitated to engage on the economic issues, talked about how the things we were doing were improving people's conditions, families, their ability to send their kids to college. That's what we need to do with every group.

We need to engage on channels that perhaps we haven't engaged on before. And a lot of people don't watch TV anymore. But a lot of people are on WhatsApp. And that's particularly true in a lot of communities with new immigrants.

How do you feel now about how Baltimore was portrayed on "The Wire," years after it went off the air?

Gosh, you're not asking that one.

I am asking that one.

I think we're done.

You're not going to answer that question?

No. And I'm not the guy in "The Wire."
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House Republicans Target McBride With Capitol Bathroom Bill

G.O.P. lawmakers whose leaders have pressed to roll back transgender rights around the country moved to bar Sarah McBride, the first transgender member of Congress, from women's rooms on Capitol Hill.

Sarah McBride, a Delaware lawmaker, is the first openly transgender person to be elected to Congress. Andrew Harnik/Getty Images



By Annie Karni
Reporting from the Capitol


Nov 19, 2024 at 09:05 PM

When Representative-elect Sarah McBride, a Delaware Democrat, won her race for the House this month, becoming the first openly transgender person elected to Congress, she knew she would face attacks from hard-right Republicans over her identity.

She just didn't expect they would start before she had even been sworn in.

In Washington this week for new member orientation, Ms. McBride was still sitting through mandatory cybersecurity trainings, setting up her payroll, selecting district offices and learning how to introduce a bill when her new Republican colleague, Representative Nancy Mace of South Carolina, announced plans to introduce a measure to bar transgender women from using women's restrooms and changing rooms in the Capitol complex.

Ms. Mace did not try to pretend that she was doing anything other than targeting one individual with her resolution, even though it would apply to all employees and officers of the House.

"Sarah McBride doesn't get a say," she told reporters on Monday night. "I mean, this is a biological man." She said that Ms. McBride "does not belong in women's spaces, women's bathrooms, locker rooms, changing rooms -- period, full stop."

The move by Ms. Mace, one of the more attention-seeking members of the House, was straight out of the political playbook Republicans have long employed on transgender issues, which they see as an effective wedge to divide Democrats.

In the final days of the campaign, President-elect Donald J. Trump hammered Vice President Kamala Harris on her stance on transgender rights. And in the days since Democrats lost the White House and both chambers of Congress, there has been much hand-wringing among them about whether their position on the issue cost them with voters.

In the House, Republicans have spent the last two years routinely proposing legislation seeking to roll back the rights of transgender people. And across the country, Republican-led state legislatures have tried to pass laws requiring people in government buildings to use bathrooms associated with their sex assigned at birth.

But with Ms. McBride's arrival in Washington, House Republicans for the first time have a transgender colleague to target in their own workplace.

Representative-elect Sarah McBride, Democrat of Delaware, in a navy jacket and plum dress, standing on the Capitol steps for a photo with other newly elected members of Congress last week. Hannah Mckay/Reuters


Even their top leader did not appear to have fully anticipated how quickly that could bring the nation's culture wars to his own doorstep. House Speaker Mike Johnson has been publicly noncommittal about the fate of Ms. Mace's resolution, but she said he had told her he planned to include it in a package of House rules.

On Tuesday, he struggled to answer questions about the issue.

"I'm not going to engage in silly debates about this," he said at a news conference, when pressed by a reporter about whether Ms. McBride was a man or a woman. "There's a concern about uses of restroom facilities and locker rooms and all that. This is an issue that Congress has never had to address before. We're going to do that in a deliberate fashion with member consensus on it, and we will accommodate the needs of every single person."

Later, he convened reporters just off the House floor to clarify his earlier remarks. But his statement did little to clear up where he stood on the issue of Ms. Mace's resolution.

"A man is a man, and a woman is a woman. And a man cannot become a woman," Mr. Johnson said. "That said, I also believe that we treat everyone with dignity. We can do and believe all of those things at the same time."

Ms. McBride, who declined to be interviewed for this story, made her way around the Capitol complex on Tuesday avoiding reporters who asked whether she anticipated needing security.

"Good to see you all," was all she offered as a response. She had yet to meet Ms. Mace, or encounter her in the bathroom.

On social media, she posted a brief statement addressing the antics of the hard right.

"Every day Americans go to work with people who have life journeys different than their own and engage with them respectfully, I hope members of Congress can muster that same kindness," she wrote. "This is a blatant attempt from far right-wing extremists to distract from the fact that they have no real solutions to what Americans are facing."

Her new Democratic colleagues were emotional and outraged on Ms. McBride's behalf.

"There was no women's restroom off the House floor until the 1990s," said Representative Melanie Stansbury, Democrat of New Mexico. "For my female colleagues to go publicly after another colleague, and openly attack her, I find disgusting, disgraceful, irresponsible and anti-democratic. Why are you here in this institution?"

Ms. Stansbury, whose eyes welled up as she spoke, said that if members were uncomfortable with a transgender colleague, it would be appropriate to ask questions.

"But the way in which they are doing this is not that," she said. "It's having an effect on millions of LGBTQ+ people across the country who are really afraid in the wake of the election of what is going to come next."

Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and majority leader, said Tuesday that the proposal was "mean" and "cruel."

The measure in question, should it pass, would be difficult to enforce. Democrats on Tuesday asked whether its Republican proponents meant to call for strip searches or blood tests before staffers could enter a restroom. Ms. Mace has sidestepped such questions.

Ms. McBride came out in 2012, after her junior year at American University, when she wrote an opinion piece in the student newspaper divulging what she called "my deepest secret: I'm transgender."

That was all ancient history by the time Ms. McBride ran for Congress this year. As an openly transgender member of the Delaware legislature, she was breaking barriers and everyone knew that. But her campaign was focused on paid family and medical leave, reducing child care costs and raising the minimum wage. She barely spoke about her identity.

Ms. Mace and other hard-right Republicans, including Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia, however, have focused on it right out of the gate.

"He's a man," Ms. Greene told reporters bluntly on Monday night. "He's a biological male. So he is not allowed to use our women's restrooms, our women's gym, our locker rooms. He's a biological male. He has plenty of places he can go."

Ms. Greene said she was "fed up with the left shoving their sick trans ideology down our throats and invading our spaces and women's sports."

Ms. Mace, for her part, referred to Ms. McBride several times as a woman, but said that she should not be allowed in women's restrooms. She said that if the speaker did not include her proposal in the House rules, she would force a vote on it herself.

"This is a war on women, and I will be here every step of the way to protect women," she said in a text message, noting that she had received death threats over the past 24 hours, which she had reported to the House sergeant-at-arms.

Transgender lawmakers have been targeted in other legislatures. In Montana, the Republican-led House voted to formally punish Representative Zooey Zephyr, who is transgender, by not allowing her to speak after she told supporters of a bill that would ban gender-affirming care for minors that they would see "blood" on their hands.

But Ms. McBride, who will be sworn in in January, has yet to give a floor speech or introduce a bill.

Some Republicans on Tuesday just wanted to sidestep the entire fracas. As he made his way into House the chamber for votes, Representative Tom Cole, Republican of Oklahoma and chairman of the Appropriations Committee, avoided questions about the news of the day.

"I'm trying to avoid the great bathroom debate," he said.
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Unexpected Turns in Trump Election Cases Raise Questions About Their Durability

Canceled oral arguments in one case and a judge's recusal in another have added to questions about the future of four state cases against Donald J. Trump and his allies.

President-elect Donald J. Trump's victory in the 2024 election makes it unlikely that he will be tried, at least while he is in office. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Danny Hakim



Nov 19, 2024 at 08:26 PM

Election interference cases against President-elect Donald J. Trump and his allies are moving forward in Georgia and Arizona, but recent complications in each case have fueled speculation about whether the prosecutions are in more fragile shape than they were before Mr. Trump won the election.

While nobody expects Mr. Trump himself to be tried while he is in office, dozens of his former aides and allies are still being prosecuted in at least four states. Some of the most prominent Trump associates, including Rudolph W. Giuliani, Mr. Trump's former personal lawyer, and Mark Meadows, the former White House chief of staff, are facing charges in both Georgia and Arizona; Georgia is the only state in which Mr. Trump has been indicted.

But the cases are a long way from trial. This week, the Georgia Court of Appeals abruptly canceled oral arguments on whether the prosecutor leading the case in that state, Fani T. Willis, the district attorney of Fulton County, should be disqualified. A lower court judge had ruled against the defense's effort to disqualify Ms. Willis, stemming from revelations that she had a romantic relationship with the outside lawyer her office hired to run the Trump prosecution.

The oral arguments had been scheduled for Dec. 5. The court offered no explanation for the move.

The appeals court clerk said in an interview on Tuesday that the cancellation would most likely not affect the mid-March deadline by which the court has to rule on the disqualification matter. While the judges have not said what drove their decision to call off oral arguments, the clerk said it might just signal that the judges decided to rely completely on legal briefs from the numerous defense lawyers.

"The information we got is that everybody wanted to speak," said Christina Smith, the clerk of the Court of Appeals. "You have 60 minutes of argument and most of the eight lawyers wanted to argue. It would have been a lot of transitioning."

Mr. Trump's main lawyer in Georgia, Steven Sadow, declined to comment, as did Ms. Willis's office.

The development in Georgia came on the heels of a decision last week by the presiding judge in a similar case in Arizona to recuse himself. Defendants in that case had called for the judge, Bruce Cohen, to be disqualified after it surfaced that he had circulated an email to judicial colleagues saying that his "blood boiled" after Mr. Trump reposted a crude joke about Vice President Kamala Harris and Hillary Clinton, and expressing anger about offensive statements made by some Trump supporters about Ms. Harris.

The Arizona judge's recusal will almost certainly delay decisions on motions filed by the defendants to dismiss the charges. A hearing has been scheduled for Thursday before a new judge.

State prosecutors in Michigan and Wisconsin are also bringing cases related to efforts by Mr. Trump and his allies to cling to power after he lost the 2020 election. A similar case in Nevada was dismissed this year, but is being appealed by the state attorney general's office.

Mr. Trump's victory in the 2024 election makes it unlikely that he will be tried, at least while he is in office. The Justice Department has a policy against prosecuting sitting presidents, and while the issue has not been tested at the state level, legal scholars expect that the courts will shield Mr. Trump from prosecution over the next four years.

A number of current and former Trump aides are among those who have been charged. In Arizona, they include Boris Epshteyn, one of Mr. Trump's most prominent advisers who has played a central role in the cabinet selection process. Christina Bobb, a lawyer at the Republican National Committee, is also a defendant in the Arizona case.

The Arizona case has been scheduled for trial in January 2026. There is no trial date yet in the Georgia case.
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Migrant Gets Life Sentence for Killing Laken Riley in Case Seized On by Trump

The sentencing came hours after a judge issued a guilty verdict. The case became a flashpoint in the bitter national debate over immigration policy.

Video: Migrant Found Guilty of Killing Laken Riley

Jose Antonio Ibarra, a 26-year-old migrant from Venezuela, was convicted of murdering Laken Riley, a nursing student.


By Rick Rojas
Reporting from Athens, Ga.


Nov 20, 2024 at 04:34 PM

A 26-year-old migrant from Venezuela was convicted on Wednesday of murdering Laken Riley, a Georgia nursing student whose killing has been repeatedly cited by President-elect Donald J. Trump in his push for the mass deportation of millions of undocumented people.

Ms. Riley, 22, was attacked in February while running on a trail on the University of Georgia campus in Athens. A day later, the authorities charged Jose Antonio Ibarra, a migrant who had entered the country illegally, in connection with the killing.

Mr. Ibarra faced numerous charges, including malice murder and aggravated assault with the intent to rape.

Judge H. Patrick Haggard of State Superior Court in Athens-Clarke County found him guilty and sentenced him to life in prison without the possibility of parole after a four-day bench trial. Judge Haggard announced the verdict just minutes after lawyers concluded their arguments, repeating a prosecutor's earlier statement that the "evidence was overwhelming and powerful."

The judge, rather than a jury, decided the case at the request of Mr. Ibarra's lawyers after they tried unsuccessfully to move the case out of Athens. On Wednesday, lawyers for Mr. Ibarra said that their decision to seek a bench trial was based on concerns that a jury in Athens could not review the evidence dispassionately.

.

For months, Ms. Riley's name had been invoked by conservatives, who argued that her death had been the result of a failure by the Biden administration to secure the nation's borders. On the campaign trail, Mr. Trump called Mr. Ibarra a "monster." Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene, Republican of Georgia, heckled President Biden about the case during his State of the Union address, goading him into addressing it.

In a post on social media on Wednesday afternoon, Mr. Trump wrote in part, "We love you, Laken, and our hearts will always be with you. It is time to secure our border, and remove these criminals and thugs from our country, so nothing like this can happen again!"

During the trial, prosecutors largely skirted issues related to Mr. Ibarra's immigration status. Instead, they zeroed in on Feb. 22, portraying him as a predator who was out that morning hunting for women and Ms. Riley as a victim who happened to cross his path.

Prosecutors described a harrowing struggle as Ms. Riley tried to fend off her attacker, sinking her fingernails into his arms and neck, leaving deep scratches. Then, prosecutors said that Mr. Ibarra dragged her off the running trail, where he strangled her and hit her over the head with a rock -- using it "like it was a hammer," Sheila Ross, the special prosecutor leading the case, said in her closing arguments.

"The evidence in this case," she added, "has spoken loud and clear that he is Laken Riley's killer."

Mr. Ibarra's lawyers argued that the evidence against him was circumstantial and inconclusive, and that his brother, Diego Ibarra, with whom he shared an apartment in Athens, could have been the culprit. His lawyers contended that Diego Ibarra was taller and more athletic than his brother.

"Jose was short, he was chubby," Kaitlyn Beck, one of the defense lawyers, said in her closing arguments.

"She was fast, she could have outrun him," Ms. Beck added, referring to Ms. Riley. "But there's another suspect in this case who is taller, who is more physically fit."

Prosecutors relied on technology, including cellphone data and tracking data from a running watch, to provide a detailed accounting of the attack and the frantic search as Ms. Riley's roommates and the authorities tried to find her that morning.

Ms. Riley had set out for a run shortly after 9 a.m., listening to music and running at a fast clip. But about 10 minutes later, she activated the emergency function on her iPhone, calling 911. The line was silent for nearly a minute before a man could be heard saying "Yo tengo," or "I have," in Spanish, according to a recording enhanced by investigators.

By 9:28 a.m., Ms. Riley's smartwatch no longer detected her heartbeat.

She and her roommates shared their phone locations with one another, and they used that information to try to find her.

Her body was found around 12:30 p.m. by a campus police officer. She had been dragged about 65 feet from the trail, where she had been covered with leaves.

Investigators connected Mr. Ibarra to the attack through a thumbprint that was found on Ms. Riley's phone screen and a doorbell camera at an apartment complex near the scene that recorded a man who looked like Mr. Ibarra tossing a jacket in a dumpster. The jacket had long, dark hair and blood stains on it.

Mr. Ibarra's lawyers argued that it could have been his brother who had thrown the jacket away, and that Mr. Ibarra was not the sole person to use the cellphone that investigators relied on to place him near the scene.

Prosecutors said that DNA evidence found underneath Ms. Riley's fingernails proved that Mr. Ibarra had been her attacker.

During the trial, Ms. Ross said that Mr. Ibarra had set out that morning to prey on women. He was also found guilty on Wednesday of a "Peeping Tom" charge that stemmed from his skulking outside of another woman's home before he moved on to the trail where he encountered Ms. Riley.

The killing deeply unsettled Athens, the home of the University of Georgia's main campus. But the case was quickly elevated after Mr. Ibarra's arrest, when elected officials focused on his immigration status and past interactions with law enforcement.

Mr. Ibarra was apprehended by Border Patrol agents when he entered the country in 2022 near El Paso, according to federal officials. Like many migrants, he was released with temporary permission to stay in the country, and he headed at first to New York. He moved to Athens last year because his brother lived there, according to testimony during the trial.

He had previously been arrested in New York for driving a scooter without a license and with a child who was not wearing a helmet, and again in connection with a shoplifting case in Georgia.

Gov. Brian Kemp of Georgia, a Republican, said the outcome delivered a measure of justice. "Open border policies failed Laken Riley, and today's verdict is a reminder that the safety of our communities must remain our No. 1 priority," he said in a statement.

In court on Wednesday afternoon, relatives and friends of Ms. Riley stood before Judge Haggard, one after another, sharing the anguish that has enveloped their lives in the months since the attack.

"Jose Ibarra took no pity on my scared, panicked and struggling child," said Allyson Phillips, her mother. "There is no end to the pain, suffering and loss that we have experienced."
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Jessica Tisch, Sanitation Chief, Becomes 2nd Woman to Lead the N.Y.P.D.

Ms. Tisch, a member of a prominent New York family who has held several positions in city government, will take over the nation's largest police department.

 Jeenah Moon for The New York Times



By Maria Cramer, Emma G. Fitzsimmons and Chelsia Rose Marcius



Nov 20, 2024 at 05:36 PM

Mayor Eric Adams on Wednesday named Jessica S. Tisch, the sanitation commissioner, to head the New York Police Department, the latest shake-up in an administration that has been rocked by federal investigations and resignations.

Mr. Adams disclosed the appointment in the City Hall rotunda on Wednesday during what had been billed as a news conference about the budget. His decision followed the resignation of Edward A. Caban on Sept. 12 and the subsequent appointment of Thomas Donlon as interim commissioner, both of whom are under the scrutiny of federal investigators.

The announcement, made as Mr. Donlon and Ms. Tisch looked on with other officials, came after weeks of speculation over who would permanently run the nation's largest police force. Mr. Adams said that Ms. Tisch, a former deputy police commissioner who once oversaw technology at the department, would start Monday. Ms. Tisch, who is part of the New York family that owns the Loews Corporation conglomerate and co-owns the New York Giants, will be the second female commissioner.

"I need someone who can take the Police Department into the next century," Mr. Adams said at City Hall. "I need a visionary."

Ms. Tisch, 43, has run the Sanitation Department since April 2022, pushing for clean streets as the city emerged from the disruption of the coronavirus pandemic, not to mention becoming internet famous as a scourge of rats. She has never been a beat officer -- the role of police commissioner is a civilian post -- but has held positions throughout city government, and the Sanitation Department has its own police unit with about 300 officers.

On Wednesday, Ms. Tisch said that she was proud of what the Sanitation Department had achieved and praised the police officers she would soon supervise.

"I've watched with pride over the past three years as you've driven down crime in many categories to prepandemic levels, both in our subway system and on our streets, and I know it has literally taken blood, sweat and tears," Ms. Tisch said.

Ms. Tisch has received praise from the mayor and his circle for her efforts to move trash bags from curbs into cans and to implement curbside composting. Mr. Adams did not announce her replacement at the Sanitation Department.

Ms. Tisch has a reputation as a demanding boss unafraid to rethink government. She holds three Harvard degrees, including an M.B.A. and a law degree. She will take over a department that has about 55,000 civilian and uniformed employees, and that has been closely linked to the mayor, a former captain. Under him, several associates have been appointed to top positions and some have made headlines for tangling with reporters, insulting political leaders who have criticized the department or being accused of abusing their authority.

John Miller, a former deputy commissioner of intelligence and counterterrorism, said Ms. Tisch was a tough leader who would require subordinates to run the department effectively.

"She can rub people the wrong way, but she gets things done," he said. "And when you're in a government bureaucracy, getting things done means getting people to move faster than the accepted pace of bureaucracy."

Among her achievements as a deputy commissioner, Mr. Miller listed her role in the creation of the Domain Awareness System, which assimilates data from several surveillance tools -- license plate readers, closed-circuit television streams, facial recognition software and phone call histories -- and uses it to identify people.

Ms. Tisch was a close-to-home choice for police commissioner, allowing Mr. Adams to bypass a national search as he faces not only his indictment but a re-election campaign next year. She is the fourth police commissioner since the mayor took office in January 2022. The last time there were even three in a single term was under Mayor James J. Walker, who resigned in 1932 while being investigated for corruption.

Keechant Sewell, the first woman commissioner, resigned in 2022, frustrated that the mayor had not given her enough autonomy. Her replacement, Mr. Caban, stepped aside in September after federal agents seized his cellphone in one of the five criminal investigations that have upended City Hall. His lawyers have said that he is not a target.

Mr. Adams, who was indicted in September on federal corruption charges, then appointed Mr. Donlon on Sept. 12. A week after his appointment, Mr. Donlon, a former F.B.I. agent, disclosed in a late-night news release that federal agents had seized documents that he had kept for more than 20 years.

Despite the looming investigation, Mr. Donlon, 71, had told friends and members of the department that he wanted to stay in the job permanently. On Wednesday, Mr. Adams said that Mr. Donlon would remain in the administration, working under Chauncey Parker, the deputy mayor for public safety. The mayor did not specify Mr. Donlon's new role.

Many inside and outside the Police Department said they hoped that the appointment of Ms. Tisch would end the uncertainty that has surrounded it for months.

William Bratton, who was commissioner at the department when Ms. Tisch was deputy commissioner, said New Yorkers were going to be "very impressed." He described her as articulate and "smart as a whip."

"I've got a big smile on my face," he said. "This is the best news I've heard in a long time."

Christopher Dunn, the legal director of the New York Civil Liberties Union, called Ms. Tisch a "serious person" who he hoped would work with the organization to keep officers accountable.

"The disciplinary system right now is completely broken and it's creating a culture of impunity from the top to the bottom," he said. "That has to change for the Police Department's legitimacy and effectiveness."

Many inside the department were glad at the prospect of a leader who wouldn't need a primer on its vast and byzantine bureaucracy.

"I'm relieved," said Louis Turco, president of the Lieutenants Benevolent Association. "The word 'interim' needs to be gone. We need consistency and the department needs stability."

Detectives were "elated," said Scott Munro, president of their union. "She understands the N.Y.P.D.," he said. "We can count on her."

But Patrick Hendry, president of the Police Benevolent Association, said in a statement that Ms. Tisch would face familiar problems: a department that is "critically understaffed, massively overworked and completely unsupported by a justice system."

Others said her previous tour in the department gave reason to fear.

Albert Fox Cahn, executive director of the Surveillance Technology Oversight Project, a group that has often criticized the department, said that the Domain Awareness System had deployed technology "against our most vulnerable communities."

"This would be a civil rights nightmare at any moment, but especially at the dawn of the new Trump administration," he said.

The Legal Aid Society described Ms. Tisch as "a driving force behind the N.Y.P.D.'s increase in the use of surveillance technology, a practice that must be curtailed." The group also said it hoped that she would bring "wholesale change to a city agency that's in urgent need of reform."

Mr. Miller, the former police official, said that the Domain Awareness System merely combined existing databases and had made it faster and safer for officers to respond to crimes.

"Jessie Tisch took police communications further and faster in a year and a half than the entire police communications industry had done in a century," he said.

Hurubie Meko contributed reporting.
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Richard V. Allen, Reagan's First National Security Adviser, Dies at 88

His tenure was short: He was forced to resign after $1,000 in cash was found in a safe in his former office, even though the Justice Department cleared him of wrongdoing.

Richard V. Allen outside the White House in November 1981. Weeks later, he was compelled to resign.  United Press International



By Robert D. McFadden



Nov 19, 2024 at 08:31 PM

Richard V. Allen, President Ronald Reagan's first national security adviser, who was forced to resign after less than a year in office, much of it under a cloud of controversies that muted his voice in contributing to foreign and military policies, died on Saturday in Denver. He was 88. 

His death, in a hospital, was confirmed on Tuesday by his son Michael, who did not specify a cause. Mr. Allen lived in Denver.

An international business consultant who for decades had cultivated clients in Japan and Portugal, Mr. Allen was a veteran political operative with conservative Republican credentials. He had written books on Cold War communism and was a foreign policy adviser to Richard M. Nixon in his 1968 and 1972 presidential campaigns and a deputy national security adviser and later an economic adviser in the Nixon White House.

He had also been a focus of controversy over his political and business affairs. The head of a Grumman Corporation subsidiary told a Senate subcommittee that during Nixon's 1972 campaign, Mr. Allen had solicited a $1 million contribution to the Committee to Re-elect the President in exchange for promising to help the subsidiary win sales contracts in Japan. Mr. Allen denied the allegation, which was not adjudicated.

Mr. Allen stood, at right, beside President-elect Richard M. Nixon in December 1968 at a news conference in Manhattan in which Nixon introduced him and Henry A. Kissinger as appointees to his forthcoming administration. Mr. Kissinger was named national security adviser and Mr. Allen his deputy. Nixon's press aide, Ron Ziegler, was at extreme right. Neal Boenzi/The New York Times


And in the fall of 1980, during Reagan's presidential campaign, Mr. Allen temporarily stepped down as the candidate's foreign policy adviser after an allegation surfaced in news reports that he had used his connections in the Nixon White House to obtain consulting contracts for himself with foreign governments. Mr. Allen denied that allegation as well. After Reagan's victory, he was named national security adviser.

His tenure began inauspiciously. On Jan. 21, 1981, the day after Reagan's inauguration, three Japanese journalists, with Mr. Allen's authorization, interviewed Nancy Reagan, the new first lady, at the White House. Afterward, one tried to hand Mrs. Reagan an envelope containing a $1,000 honorarium. Mr. Allen, thinking it unseemly, intercepted the envelope.

"I brought it back to my office and told my secretary to make sure this gets turned over to the appropriate officials," Mr. Allen said in an interview for this obituary in 2019. "Instead, she put it in my safe and forgot about it."

Soon after that, he moved to another office in the White House. But for eight months, the envelope with the money lay there in his old safe -- a potential ethical time bomb or the trigger to a comedy of errors -- until new occupants, three military officers, moved into his former office.

"These guys wanted to use the safe, so I gave them the combination and they found the money," Mr. Allen recalled. "Instead of coming to me, they went to Ed Meese," he added, referring to Edwin Meese III, the president's chief counsel. "Meese sent it to the Justice Department, and they called in the F.B.I."

After the news broke, with its hint of scandal, reporters camped out at Mr. Allen's home in Arlington, Va., and confronted his children as they came out to go to school. That was the beginning of "doorstep journalism," Mr. Allen said, adding: "It was a new low. One badgered my 5-year-old daughter. I found out about it and secured the name of the reporter, who was fired."

In the meantime, as the investigation unfolded, Mr. Allen's status as national security adviser was eroded by his own missteps and by White House infighting. Speeches he gave on Europe and the Middle East appeared to challenge the authority of Secretary of State Alexander M. Haig Jr. to spearhead foreign policy. Mr. Haig accused Mr. Allen of trying to undermine him. Mr. Allen denied that, and news reports called the standoff an embarrassing feud.

The president ordered an end to the squabbling and downgraded Mr. Allen's influence and policymaking authority. Instead of regular Oval Office meetings with Reagan, Mr. Allen was told to report to the president through Mr. Meese.

Mr. Allen, second from left, was Ronald Reagan's foreign policy adviser when he and other aides met with Reagan in July 1980, during the presidential campaign. Flanking Mr. Allen were James Brady, left, and Edwin Meese III. Reed Saxon/Associated Press


After the Justice Department began its inquiry into the $1,000 in Mr. Allen's safe, the White House and Mr. Allen denied that the money was a bribe. But the circumstances seemed suspicious. The envelope had "$10,000" written on the outside; a piece of paper resembling a receipt also bore the $10,000 figure. Investigators said Mr. Allen had received wristwatches from the Japanese reporters.

Mr. Allen took a leave of absence pending the outcome of the investigation. In December, the Justice Department reported that it had found no criminal conduct by him. It said the $1,000 had indeed been intended as an honorarium for Mrs. Reagan, and that the $10,000 had been travel expenses for the Japanese journalists. The wristwatches were described as innocent gifts from Japanese friends.

"I find this matter to be so unsubstantial that further investigation or prosecution is unwarranted," Attorney General William French Smith announced.

Despite being cleared of wrongdoing, Mr. Allen was not reinstated as national security adviser. The president's chief of staff, James A. Baker III, and Mr. Baker's deputy, Michael K. Deaver, were said to be unhappy with his work.

On Jan. 4, 1982, after 348 days in office, Mr. Allen met with the president, who refused his request for reinstatement. He resigned hours later. The president praised his "personal integrity and exemplary service to the nation."

But in a news analysis, The New York Times reported that Mr. Allen had "often appeared insensitive to Washington's political currents," and it quoted an unidentified White House official as saying: "It was decided some time ago that he had to go, but he didn't do the honorable thing. For someone who spent so much time in Japan, he had to be pushed onto the sword."

Richard Vincent Allen was born in Collingswood, N.J., on Jan. 1, 1936, one of four children of Charles and Magdalen (Buchman) Allen. His father was a salesman. 

Richard graduated from St. Francis Preparatory School in Spring Grove, Pa., and earned a bachelor's degree in 1957 and a master's degree in political science in 1958, both from the University of Notre Dame.

In the early 1960s, after postgraduate work at the University of Munich in West Germany, Mr. Allen taught at the University of Maryland, the Georgia Institute of Technology and the Georgetown University Center for Strategic Studies.

From 1966 to 1968, he was a senior staff member of the Hoover Institution on War, Revolution and Peace at Stanford University; he had been a senior fellow of the institution since 1983. He was also a fellow of St. Margaret's College of the University of Otago in Dunedin, New Zealand.

Mr. Allen was the author of several books, including "Peace and Peaceful Coexistence" (1966) and "Communism and Democracy: Theory and Action" (1967). He also wrote many articles and research papers for political journals and other periodicals.

After leaving government service in 1982, he founded the Richard V. Allen Company, a Washington-based international consulting services firm, which closed when he retired in 2004.

He married Patricia Ann Mason in 1957, and the couple had seven children. In addition to his son Michael, he is survived by his wife; two other sons, Mark and Kevin; four daughters, Kristin Muhl, Karen Ready, and Kas and Kimberly Allen; a brother, David; 22 grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren. Mr. Allen had a summer home on Long Beach Island in New Jersey.

Bernard Mokam contributed reporting.
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Morgan Jenness, 72, Dies; Her Artistic Vision Influenced American Theater

A beloved figure in the theatrical community, she redefined the role of dramaturg, influencing playwrights like David Adjmi and David Henry Hwang.

Morgan Jenness in 2017. She had a fierce artistic integrity, a passion for subversive work and "a complete indifference to material success," said Oskar Eustis, the artistic director of the Public Theater. Chad Runyon for Hollins Playwright's Lab



By Joanne Kaufman



Nov 18, 2024 at 11:01 PM

Morgan Jenness, a dramaturg, teacher and theatrical agent who nurtured the work of countless playwrights -- including Taylor Mac, David Adjmi, David Henry Hwang, Larry Kramer and Maria Irene Fornes -- died on Nov. 12 in Manhattan. Ms. Jenness, who in recent years began using the pronouns they/them and she interchangeably, was 72.

Mx. Mac confirmed the death. "In Act 3 of her life, she was exploring her gender identity," said Mx. Mac, who went to Ms. Jenness's apartment in the East Village with two friends after she had failed to show up for a class she taught at Columbia University and discovered her body. The cause of death had not yet been determined.

Ms. Jenness was a revered and beloved figure in the theater community -- particularly in Lower Manhattan, where in many ways she was its embodiment. She had a deep moral seriousness, colleagues said, as well as a fierce artistic integrity and a passion for subversive work that had depth charges in all the right places.

She also had "a complete indifference to material success," said Oskar Eustis, the artistic director of the Public Theater, where Ms. Jenness began her career. "She was frankly repelled by it."

The play was the thing.

"She would ask writers, 'What do you want to inject into the bloodstream of the American theater?'" recalled Beth Blickers, a theatrical agent.

"If you said, 'I just want to tell good stories,' she would turn to me and say, 'That was a terrible answer,'" Ms. Blickers continued. "She wanted someone to say, 'I have a passion for this community or this idea.' To tell good stories wasn't enough."

A dramaturg has been defined as a sort of literary and theatrical adviser who helps actors and the director understand the play they're presenting. "But that was the European model, focused primarily on the classics," Mr. Eustis said. "Morgan was one of the first generation of people who were defining what a new play dramaturg was: the midwife and support system of a playwright."

That support, coupled with her expansive artistic vision, had a trickle-down effect, said Adam Greenfield, the artistic director of Playwrights Horizons, a nonprofit Off Broadway theater. "Even writers who never interacted with Morgan, who never worked with her, were probably impacted by her radical, sly thinking," he said.

"Without Morgan, we wouldn't have Len Jenkin," Mr. Greenfield continued, referring to the Obie Award-winning author of multiple plays, including "Limbo Tales" and "The Death and Life of Jesse James." "And without Len, we wouldn't have the plasticity of the work of Sarah Ruhl and Dan LeFranc."

Mr. Adjmi, the author of the 2024 Tony Award-winning play "Stereophonic," met Ms. Jenness when he was a graduate student at the University of Iowa and she was a guest at a theater festival there. Later, she worked with him on the plays "Stunning," which ran at LCT3, the Lincoln Center Theater program for emerging artists, in 2009, and "Marie Antoinette," produced at Yale Repertory Theater in 2012.

"I think Morgan was attracted to people who were kind of feral and pushing against the status quo, but didn't know how to navigate life or the world of theater," Mr. Adjmi said. "She would mentor us. Her dramaturgy was gentle and profound; the questions she asked were so pointed and reverberant that I ask myself those same questions now."

In 2015, Ms. Jenness received the Lessing Award, for lifetime achievement. "Her dramaturgy was gentle and profound; the questions she asked were so pointed and reverberant that I ask myself those same questions now," said David Adjmi, the Tony Award-winning playwright. via LMDA


Ms. Jenness was born Heidemarie Schmiege on Aug. 23, 1952, in Giessen, Germany. Her mother, Anna (Pfeiff) Schmiege, a domestic worker, and her father, Hans Karl Friedrich Schmiege, a coppersmith, divorced soon after.

Ms. Schmiege brought her infant daughter along to her job as a maid for Fritjof Jonassen, the director of the local United States Information Center; his wife, Andreina, became very attached to the little girl. When Mr. Jonassen was posted to Washington, the couple, who had no children, asked to adopt the 31/2-year-old Heidemarie.

At first, Ms. Schmiege said no. But she had recently given birth to a son, Henryk Konhaeuser, and had little money and next to no expectation of marrying the father. Finally, she agreed to the plan, after the Jonassens promised to stay in touch. "But that didn't happen," said Mr. Konhaeuser, who reconnected with his sister when they were adults.

Heidemarie had a troubled relationship with her adoptive father. But it was Mr. Jonassen who introduced her to theater, bringing home Broadway cast albums and buying tickets to local productions of Shakespeare. In high school, she became a mainstay of the drama department.

When she was 13, her adoptive mother died, and things got worse at home. For a time, she lived in a halfway house.

Midway through her sophomore year at Kent State University, she left, moving to New York and taking a new name: Morgan, a nod to the ambiguous enchantress from the Arthurian legend. "To her, it conjured a magical shape-shifter," said Maxinne Rhea Leighton, a writer who was a close friend. But like others in Ms. Jenness's circle, Ms. Leighton had no idea what inspired the new surname.

"I guess it's a mystery that will die with her, which is something she would very much enjoy," Ms. Blickers said.

Temp work paid the bills and, in very circuitous fashion, introduced Ms. Jenness to Lynn Holst, a script consultant who was then a program director at the Public Theater. Ms. Jenness interned there in 1979 and joined the staff in the early 1980s, working in a wide range of roles, including literary manager and director of play development.

Later, she served as dramaturg at New York Theater Workshop, the Mark Taper Forum and Hartford Stage; taught in theater programs at Brown University, New York University, Fordham University, Columbia University and Pace University; and, for several years, worked as a theatrical agent.

"She hated it," said Mx. Mac, who described Ms. Jenness as a surrogate mother. "But she loved having an expense account so she could take everyone to lunch."

The needs of anxious playwrights notwithstanding, Ms. Jenness devoted large swaths of time to matters wholly unrelated to the theater. She was a puppet maker and puppeteer, a singer and, notably, an activist for progressive causes, including Sane Energy Project, a grass-roots organization promoting renewable energy.

"She was a person whose life was dedicated to showing up," Mx. Mac said. "Every planning meeting, every protest, every march."

But Ms. Jenness became a target of protest herself in 2016, when a Black student in one of her classes at Fordham University received what he considered a "racially charged" response after requesting an extension on an assignment.

"It is really disappointing to see you fall into a stereotype narrative the dominant society expects. You are better than this," Ms. Jenness wrote in an email response that the student posted on social media. It was picked up by Gothamist and Patch, among other news outlets.

She apologized in a statement, saying, "I learned that even for someone with my extensive history of activism and championship of diverse voices in the theater, I am not immune to a bad case of E.W.L.A.P.A. -- Entitled White Liberal Assumptive/Presumptive Arrogance."

In addition to her brother, Ms. Jenness is survived by four nephews and two nieces. One niece, Martinique Gann, came to New York for a three-month visit in 2008.

"There was no stopping my aunt for anything," Ms. Gann recalled. "She picked me up in a cab from the airport. And right away, with my two suitcases, we drove straight to Fordham University to see a play one of her students had written."
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Bob Love, Rugged, High-Scoring All-Star for Chicago Bulls, Dies at 81

Love was a cornerstone of the franchise's success in the early 1970s. He struggled with a stutter that he overcame only after his playing days were over.

Bob Love of the Chicago Bulls is presented with the game ball on Jan. 25, 1974, after he scored his 10,000th point during a game against the Seattle SuperSonics. Associated Press



By Harvey Araton
Harvey Araton is a former sports columnist and reporter for The Times who often wrote about the N.B.A.


Nov 19, 2024 at 05:09 AM

Bob Love, a cornerstone player for the ascendant Chicago Bulls during the first half of the 1970s who overcame an enervating stutter after his playing days to work for the team as a motivational speaker, died on Monday in Chicago. He was 81.

The Bulls announced his death, in a hospital, saying the cause was cancer.

Love's stuttering, which traced to a childhood in rural, segregated Louisiana, was so inhibiting that he seldom did interviews with reporters during his 11 seasons in the N.B.A., despite leading the Bulls in points per game or total points scored for seven straight seasons.

"The reporters had deadlines -- they couldn't hang around all night for me to spit something out," Love told The New York Times in 2002.

Nicknamed Butterbean in high school because of his fondness for butter beans, Love even struggled to get words out in huddles during timeouts. A teammate, Norm Van Lier, often spoke up for him.

A 6-foot-8 forward, Love averaged a career-high 25.8 points per game during the 1971-72 season, utilizing a smooth jump shot arched high over his head. He appeared in three All-Star games and was twice voted second-team all-league. But he was a complete player, three times named second-team all-league defense. And he was the Bulls' third all-time leading scorer, behind Michael Jordan and Scottie Pippen.

Jerry Reinsdorf, the Bulls' owner,  said in an interview for this obituary this year that Love was "a tenacious defender who set high standards for competitiveness and toughness." 

Led by Love, fellow forward Chet Walker (who died in June) and the guards Van Lier and Jerry Sloan, the Bulls stabilized a foundering franchise that had contemplated a location change. Competing in the Western Conference, they were beaten in the playoffs three straight years by the powerhouse Los Angeles Lakers of Wilt Chamberlain and Jerry West.

Love in action against the Capital Bullets in 1974. He was the Bulls' third all-time leading scorer, behind Michael Jordan and Scottie Pippen. Associated Press


The Bulls came within a victory of the N.B.A. finals in the 1974-75 playoffs. Love averaged 22.6 points and 6.6 rebounds in the conference finals against the Golden State Warriors but made only 6 of 26 shots in the decisive seventh game. He believed that the Bulls would have won the game and the championship had he played better.

A back injury ended Love's career in 1977, while he was with the Seattle SuperSonics. His marriage dissolved, leaving Love short on money -- his highest season's salary had been $105,000 -- and out of work, largely because of his stuttering.

He resorted to washing dishes and clearing tables in the cafeteria at Nordstrom, the retail department store. John Nordstrom, an executive, promised him a promotion with higher earnings if he went for speech therapy, which the company paid for.

"All my life I dreamed and prayed to be able to communicate normally with people," Love said in the 2002 Times article. "I would have given up everything else in my life to do it."

In 1986, he worked with Susan Hamilton Burleigh, a Seattle-based speech pathologist, four times a week on breathing to open up vocal cords and on word patterns.

"His stuttering was severe -- a lot of blank time, lack of eye contact," Hamilton Burleigh said in a telephone interview. "He would tell me stories about being a Black player who stuttered, and the work at Nordstrom, which were high on the list of shameful experiences."

Love recorded himself in everyday interactions and analyzed his speech in sessions with Hamilton Burleigh. "He was super-motivated," she said. "In one of our first sessions, he said, 'I want to be a great public speaker.' I said, 'Well, OK.' But after a while, he was going around Seattle giving speeches."

Love became Nordstrom's manager for health and sanitation and attracted media attention that reached Reinsdorf. In 1991, he brought Love back to the Bulls at the dawn of the Michael Jordan-led run to six championships in eight years.

Reinsdorf had sympathized with Love's challenges during his playing days and admired how he had "had faced a great deal of adversity in his life and overcame all of it."

Love after announcing his candidacy for Chicago's City Council, representing the 15th Ward, in September 2002. He was ultimately defeated, but he had grown so confident in his speaking that he knocked on doors all over the district. M. Spencer Green/Associated Press


Representing the Bulls, Love made speeches at schools, churches and community centers. He grew so confident that he knocked on doors all over Chicago's 15th Ward in an unsuccessful run for the City Council in 2003.

In 2023, as a guest on a Nordstrom company podcast with Peter Nordstrom, the president and chief brand officer, Love described his post-playing years as "a story of overcoming, of never playing the victim."

Robert Earl Love was born on Dec. 8, 1942, in Bastrop, La., a small town in the northeastern part of the state. His mother, Lula Belle (Hunter) Cleveland was 15 when he was born. His didn't know his father, Benjamin Love, until adulthood.

To escape an abusive stepfather, he lived with his maternal grandmother, Ella Hunter, who nurtured him through a difficult childhood made worse by his stuttering.

"I'd come home crying, and my grandmother would wipe my tears with a big rag," Love told The Times. "She'd tell me: 'Robert Earl, there are no perfect people in this world. People are not always nice about things that they don't understand.'"

Fashioning a makeshift basketball court in his grandmother's crowded two-bedroom shanty, using a bent coat hanger as a hoop and his grandfather's rolled-up socks as a ball, Love pretended he was Bob Pettit, a star forward for the St. Louis Hawks.

A starting quarterback at the historically Black Morehouse High School in Bastrop, Love went to Southern University, in Baton Rouge, La., to play football until the basketball coach, A.W. Mumford, noticed him playing pickup. Love averaged 30.6 points and 18.2 rebounds as a senior, finishing as Southern's all-time leader in both categories.

With N.B.A. teams wary of players from historically Black colleges like Southern, Love was selected in the fourth round of the 1965 draft. He drifted from the Cincinnati Royals to a minor league, back to the Royals and to the expansion Milwaukee Bucks before sticking with coach Dick Motta's Bulls.

Love's first marriage, to Betty Smith, ended in divorce in 1983. He is survived by four sons and two daughters from that marriage; four sons from other relationships; three brothers; two sisters, one stepchild; 18 grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; and his wife, Emily Collier, whom he married in 2004.



Love was active with the Stuttering Foundation of America and maintained occasional contact with Hamilton Burleigh, who once attended a dinner at which Love was receiving an award. His speech that night was less than his fluid best.

"Here's the deal on stuttering -- there's no cure, it's just about managing it," she said. "So I went back to talk to him after the speech and said, 'We can always do a refresher.' "

Recalling his shame from their initial sessions, she was delighted by what he told her.

"Susan, no," he said. "If people have problems with my stuttering, it's their deal. It's not keeping me anymore from doing anything I need to do."

Bernard Mokam contributed reporting.
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Diane Coleman, Fierce Foe of the Right-to-Die Movement, Dies at 71

Her fight for disability rights included founding a group called Not Dead Yet, which protested the work of Dr. Jack Kevorkian and others.

Diane Coleman, seated, with another activist at the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 1988. They were protesting the lack of accessibility for people with disabilities in California. Tom Olin



By Clay Risen



Nov 20, 2024 at 03:30 PM

Diane Coleman, a fierce advocate for disability rights who took on Dr. Jack Kevorkian, the right-to-die movement and the U.S. health care system, which she charged was responsible for devaluing the lives of Americans like her with physical and mental impairments, died on Nov. 1 at her home in Rochester, N.Y. She was 71.

Her sister Catherine Morrison said the cause was sepsis.

Ms. Coleman was born with muscular spinal atrophy, a disorder that affected her motor neurons. She was using a wheelchair by 11, and doctors expected her to die before adulthood.

Instead, she blossomed, graduating as valedictorian from her high school and receiving a joint J.D.-M.B.A. from the University of California, Los Angeles, in 1981.

It was only after several years of working as a consumer protection lawyer that she shifted her energies to disability rights, joining a flourishing movement that was pushing for anti-discrimination laws at every level of government, including improvements on transit and in buildings.

Ms. Coleman was a member of Adapt, considered one of the most militant disability rights groups. She participated in scores of protests, blocking the entrances to buildings where conferences were held or government offices were housed. She was arrested more than 25 times.

Ms. Coleman, center, in 1988 at one of the numerous protests in which she participated. She was arrested more than 25 times. Tom Olin


In the 1990s, she shifted her attention yet again, to assisted suicide and the right-to-die movement. Though the movement was aimed at people with terminal illnesses, legislation in many states expanded to include people with significant disabilities.

Gifted with a dark sense of humor, in 1996 she founded a group called Not Dead Yet, a reference to a memorable scene in the movie "Monty Python and the Holy Grail" in which a man tries to pass off an infirm -- but very much alive -- relative to a man collecting dead bodies.

"To put it bluntly, she was blunt," Jim Weisman, a disability rights lawyer, said in an interview.

Working on a shoestring budget, Ms. Coleman organized protests against right-to-die legislation, became a regular guest on television news programs and testified four times before Congress.



"It's the ultimate form of discrimination to offer people with disabilities help to die, without having offered real options to live."



At the core of her critique was the argument that the idea of a "right to die" was evidence of how little society valued people like her and a warning that the health care system was broken.

"It is already possible in some states for impoverished disabled, elderly and chronically ill people to get assistance to die," she told the House Judiciary Committee in 1996, "but impossible for them to get shoes, eyeglasses and tooth repair."

Not Dead Yet showed up at Princeton University in 1999 after the university announced the hiring of Peter Singer, an Australian philosopher who had argued for voluntary euthanasia for people with disabilities.

Never shy with a quote, Ms. Coleman told the British newspaper The Independent that Mr. Singer was "a public advocate of genocide, and the most dangerous man on earth."

Her biggest target was Dr. Kevorkian, who became a household name in the 1990s and early 2000s for assisting patients in ending their lives. She sent protesters to his house outside Detroit, and she reveled in his 1999 conviction for second-degree murder after he helped a man with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis end his life.

"It's the ultimate form of discrimination to offer people with disabilities help to die," she told The New York Times in 2011, "without having offered real options to live."

Diane Marie Coleman was born on Aug. 11, 1953, in Tawas City, Mich. Her parents put her up for adoption when she was 10 days old, and she was taken in by a couple in Kalamazoo: William Coleman, who owned an appliance store, and Dolores (Ferguson) Coleman, who oversaw the home.

When she was 6, she was diagnosed with muscular dystrophy, which doctors later said was actually muscular spinal atrophy and would require surgery. The adoption agency told the Colemans that they could send her back. They declined.

Instead, they encouraged her to work hard in school and to attend college, at a time when many people with disabilities did not. She graduated with a degree in psychology from the University of Illinois in 1976, and she received law and business degrees from U.C.L.A. five years later.

She spent eight years working for the California Department of Corporations, where she focused on consumer fraud. She attended her first protest in 1985, against the lack of wheelchair lifts on Los Angeles buses, and she joined Adapt a year later.

In 1989, she moved to Nashville, where she developed plans for an independent living facility for people with disabilities. She continued that work after moving to Chicago in 1996, the same year she founded Not Dead Yet.

Ms. Coleman's first marriage, to Michael Yester, ended in divorce. She later married Stephen Drake. Along with her sister Catherine, he survives her, as does another sister, Denise Coleman.

Ms. Coleman and Mr. Drake moved to Rochester in 2008, to be close to his family. By then the muscles controlling her breathing had begun to weaken, and she was using a ventilator.

Still, she remained the chief executive of Not Dead Yet until her death, insisting that her fight was not just for people with disabilities but for everyone.

"The disability community is the canary in the coal mine," she told The Village Voice in 1996. "This assisted suicide-euthanasia issue is a test for our nation. If we as disabled, chronically ill or terminally ill people are declared better off dead, who will be next?"
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Times Insider


In New York, Reporting on Four Fires in Four Days

Anything is on the table for a general assignment reporter in New York. Still, a series of brush fires in the city and a big blaze upstate were far from expected.

A large brush fire on the Palisades in Englewood Cliffs, N.J., on Nov. 8. Dakota Santiago for The New York Times



By Shayla Colon



Nov 21, 2024 at 04:46 AM

The view was hazy, the hulking trees barely visible through the smoke. A campfire-like smell was wafting through the air vents of my car. Helicopters whirred overhead as they drew water from a lake.

I had found what I had been looking for: the Jennings Creek Fire.

I had made my way up to Orange County, N.Y., near the New Jersey border, from my home in the Bronx to report on the blaze, which had burned some 5,000 acres in the two states. It was the third of four fires in the New York area that I would write about over the course of just four days.

In June, I joined The New York Times's Newsroom Fellowship Program to cover breaking news for the Metro desk. The fellowship is a yearlong program for early-career journalists, who work in the newsroom and receive specialized training.

As a native New Yorker I knew just how interesting the subject matter of the city could be. But I never imagined becoming a somewhat seasoned wildfire reporter in a matter of days.

It has been an exceptionally dry autumn in the Northeastern United States, and New York City has been under a drought warning for the first time in over 20 years. The landscape is dry, and sparks catch easily. If things worsen, the next steps will include a drought emergency and mandatory water restrictions.

My coverage of fires started on a Friday night, with a string of alerts, messages and photos that surfaced online: Smoke was billowing above Prospect Park in Brooklyn. I made a number of calls to city officials to find out what was happening, and quickly wrote a news story.

A firefighter monitored pressure as water was siphoned from the Harlem River on Nov. 13.  David Dee Delgado for The New York Times


After receiving a call around 6:40 p.m., fire crews began working a large brush fire burning in a forested section of the park. Zach Iscol, the commissioner of the city's office of emergency management, told me that the unseasonably dry conditions, coupled with gusty winds, were making the fire difficult to extinguish. Every time the wind blew, an ember would spread the flames.

A few days later, on Nov. 12, my editor asked me to cover the Jennings Creek Fire. I parked near the edge of the fire and walked through the hilly neighborhoods of Warwick, N.Y., wearing a face mask, notepad in hand. People seemed on edge, unsure if they should stay in their homes or evacuate the area. Emergency officials worked in shifts, taking turns trying to catch some rest. Business owners tried to keep busy by providing volunteer firefighters with food and supplies.

After reporting for about eight hours, I began to wonder if New York would experience a season of repeated wildfires, as has been the case for many states out West.

The next day, I reported a story about a fire in Inwood Hill Park in Upper Manhattan. It looked much like the fire at Prospect Park the week before, with clumps of dead leaves bursting into flames, and strong winds tossing them about. As was the case for the other fires, the cause was unknown.

Firefighters in New York City had responded to over 225 brush fires in just two weeks. Across the Hudson River, in New Jersey, forested sections of the Palisades cliffs caught fire, too.

I contemplated what I had been reporting. I am always shaken when I see videos of wildfires consuming sequoia trees in California, or hear about people following evacuation orders only to come home to a heap of ashes. I never expected to be living with the pungent smell of smoke in the concrete jungle where I had grown up.

People in the city carried on. Residents jogged and played ball games in a desensitized, what-else-could-go-wrong kind of way, even as the brush in Inwood Hill Park burned nearby. Some stopped and stared, or asked what was happening. But most New Yorkers kept moving.

In Warwick, residents pulled together coffee and meals to feed emergency responders while they waited to learn if they would need to evacuate. A barista in a coffee shop cried anxiously, thinking about her boyfriend, who had been working nonstop on the front lines of the Jennings Creek Fire. It is still burning.

There is rain in the local forecast for Thursday and Friday. It will give firefighters an edge, and provide relief to the dry ground, but may not be enough to solve the ongoing drought problem.

My experience writing about the flames will stay with me. What I saw did little to ease my feelings about the growing threat of climate change. But it also reminded that beauty can be found during ugly times. And in New York, that attitude is the backbone of society.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/20/insider/new-york-city-fires.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Quote of the Day: Wildfire Risk Only Growing For Northeast

Nov 21, 2024 at 04:59 AM

"Wildland fire wasn't supposed to be a year-round career."

Luke Mayfield, the president of the nonprofit Grassroots Wildland Firefighters, on the growing need for wildland firefighters in the U.S. as the Northeast experiences some of the region's worst drought conditions in decades. Page A1.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/20/pageoneplus/quote-of-the-day-wildfire-risk-only-growing-for-northeast.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




The Well Newsletter


How to Set Boundaries (When It Doesn't Come Naturally)

We have some useful tips from experts. But no worries if you're not ready!

 Illustration by Nicolas Ortega; Photographs by Getty Images



By Jancee Dunn



Oct 18, 2024 at 10:04 AM

When I was in my early 20s, the apex of my people-pleasing years, I dated an aspiring poet.

He didn't want to get a job, he said, because it interfered with his creative process. He lived happily at home with his parents; I paid for everything else.

As my debt increased, I continued to be his human A.T.M. because I was afraid that if I stopped, he would break up with me.

When I finally informed him the party was over, he vanished, leaving me with a bruised ego and bad credit.

People pleasing, the tendency to prioritize other people's wants and needs at the expense of your own, happens for a range of reasons, said Ilene Cohen, a therapist and author of "When It's Never About You."

Some of us formed the habit as children and carried it into adulthood, she said, while others use it to deal with social inadequacy or anxiety, or a fear of conflict.

But people pleasing can also feel good -- at least at first, Dr. Cohen added. When you meet other people's needs, "you're the responsible one," she said. "You're the one that people come to."

Over time, though, the habit "breeds resentment or it builds up your walls," said Nedra Glover Tawwab, a therapist and author of "Consider This: Reflections for Finding Peace."

If you're used to putting other people first, it can be nerve-racking to stand up for yourself. And once you start doing it, others might have some objections, Dr. Cohen said. So I explored the fears that drive people-pleasing behavior with experts -- and how to work through them.

If you fear you'll get pushback ...

The assertive new you might take people by surprise -- and if they've long heard "yes," they may keep hounding you when they hear "no," said Jefferson Fisher, author of the upcoming book "The Next Conversation: Argue Less, Talk More."

Even if there's a little pushback, stay consistent. People can dislike your boundaries at first but also learn to respect them, Tawwab said.

Fisher suggested a few strategies to head off resistance: Start by telling others that you're going to disappoint them. You can try saying, "This is going to disappoint you -- I can't make it tonight," Fisher said.

Saying this out loud helps you to assume control of your fear of letting the person down, he said.

Or you can frame boundaries as promises you're making to yourself. When you say something like, "I promised myself that I'm not going to overcommit this week," Fisher said, people may not understand your reasons, but they will tend to respect your decision.

You can also role-play saying "no" with someone you trust, added Benjamin Bernstein, a clinical psychologist at Silver Hill Hospital in New Canaan, Conn. (In his case, he said, it's usually his wife.)

If you're worried you'll cave ...

When you're tempted to fall back on your urge to please, Dr. Bernstein said, try to anticipate the specific things you'll get if you stay firm, instead of imagining the other person's disapproval.

Let's say you want to ask for a raise but you're afraid of upsetting your manager, he said. "Very few bosses are like, 'Oh my God, I was waiting for you to ask!'" Dr. Bernstein said.

So instead of ruminating about your boss's reaction, he said, zero in on the reward you're seeking: extra money, a different role, more vacation days. Focusing on the benefits can bolster your motivation to go after what you want, Dr. Bernstein said.

If you're afraid of getting dropped ...

Fear of abandonment often drives people pleasers, Dr. Bernstein said. But sometimes, he added, you can feel even more alone when you're abandoning your needs to please someone else.

So if people disappear when you stop scrambling to please them, like my poetry-loving, job-averse boyfriend did, "all that means is they weren't there for you," Fisher said. "They were there for them."

Sometimes people-pleasing habits are entrenched because of a family history of abuse, Dr. Cohen said. If this is the case, or if people pleasing is affecting your relationships and well-being but you feel unable to stop, consider working with a therapist, Dr. Cohen said.

They can help you identify patterns, recognize triggers, heal from past abuse or trauma, and support you in setting boundaries, she said.

All relationships require a little give and take, Fisher added, but if getting someone to like you more makes you like yourself less, it's not worth the price.

"There's nothing wrong with pleasing people," Fisher said. "Just make sure you're one of them."

Advertisement will go here, if sold. A horizontal rule will appear above the ad by default. Please place at a break in the content, where a horizontal rule exists below.
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How often should you test your blood sugar levels?

More than one in 10 adults in the U.S. have diabetes, characterized by higher blood sugar levels that can eventually lead to health issues like heart disease, stroke and nerve damage. But it's possible to avoid these complications by keeping your blood sugar in check. Here's how.

Read the article: Why Controlling Blood Sugar Is Crucial for Your Health




 Eric Helgas for The New York Times


Bone broth is touted as nutrient-rich 'liquid gold.' Is it?

The health claims around bone broth, made by simmering meaty bones for hours, range from strengthening joints to plumping skin. Here's what the science says.

Read the article: Is Bone Broth Really Brimming With Health Benefits?



The Week in Well

Here are some stories you don't want to miss:



	Are you polycurious? Therapists recommend six books on nonmonogamy.


	More research links IUDs to breast cancer risk. Read about the new study.


	Muscle imbalance can be painful. Learn how to prevent it.


	How healthy is broccoli? Experts weigh in.



Let's keep the conversation going. Follow Well on Instagram, or write to us at well_newsletter@nytimes.com. And check out last week's newsletter about one thing you should never say to a grieving friend.
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Corrections: Nov. 21, 2024

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024.

Nov 21, 2024 at 02:30 AM

FRONT PAGE

An article on Wednesday about Ukraine's use of American-made ballistic missiles to strike into Russia, misspelled the given name of the European Union's foreign policy chief. He is Josep Borrell Fontelles, not Joseph.

An article on Sunday about the exploitation of migrant workers by staffing agencies misstated the status of investigations into Ferrara Candy and its staffing firms by the Illinois Department of Labor. The investigations were recently concluded with no rulings on the merits; they are not ongoing.

An article on Nov. 13 about deeply discounted sales in Hong Kong's luxury property market misspelled the surname of the chairman of the real estate firm JLL in Hong Kong. He is Joseph Tsang, not Joseph Tang.

INTERNATIONAL

An article on Wednesday about the Danish soft rock band Michael Learns to Rock and its following in Asia misstated Richel Rose Dupit's role. She is an administrator of a fan page for Michael Learns to Rock, not the president of the band's fan club in the Philippines. The error was repeated in a picture caption.

OBITUARIES

An obituary on Oct. 6 about the actor John Ashton erroneously credited him with appearances on two television shows. An actor named John Ashton did appear on the British series "EastEnders" and "Brookside," but it was a different John Ashton. This correction was delayed because it was only recently brought to the editors' attention.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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Jesse Ed Davis Was Rock Heroes' Secret Weapon. And a Mystery.

The Native American guitarist graced records by Bob Dylan and John Lennon, but fell to addiction in 1988. A new book and exhibit are telling his story.

Revered by fellow musicians, Jesse Ed Davis has remained a cult figure, despite an extraordinary resume. Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images



By Bob Mehr



Nov 19, 2024 at 10:02 AM

In the spring of 1967, the blues singer Taj Mahal was about to cut his first solo album for Columbia Records and needed to find a new guitarist in a hurry. He headed to a bar in Los Angeles's Topanga Canyon, tipped off about a young Native American musician with a mesmerizing touch on the Telecaster. Having already worked with the guitar prodigy Ry Cooder in the short-lived band the Rising Sons, Mahal had high standards. But it took barely a minute of hearing Jesse Ed Davis to realize he'd found what he was looking for.

"This guy was speaking through his instrument," Mahal recalled. "In those days everyone wanted to play the blues, but they'd overplay their licks at high volume, trying to get up into the stratosphere. They didn't have the natural feeling he did -- Jesse legitimately had the blues and played it his own way."

Revered by fellow musicians, Davis has remained a cult figure, despite an extraordinary resume: He played on some of Bob Dylan's most enduring records, worked closely with multiple Beatles, anchored the band at the Concert for Bangladesh and shaped classic albums by Rod Stewart, Harry Nilsson and Neil Diamond, among others. A complex character who didn't fit Native American stereotypes or the typical notions of a rock 'n' roller, in the decades since his 1988 death at 43, he's remained something of an enigma.

The Bob Dylan Center in Tulsa, Okla., is hosting a multimedia exhibition, "Jesse Ed Davis: Natural Anthem." Zac Fowler


That should change with the publication of the biography "Washita Love Child: The Rise of Indigenous Rock Star Jesse Ed Davis," by Douglas K. Miller. In conjunction with the book, the Bob Dylan Center in Tulsa, Okla., is hosting a multimedia exhibition, "Jesse Ed Davis: Natural Anthem." In February, some of Davis's friends -- including Mahal and Jackson Browne -- will play a tribute concert at Tulsa's Performing Arts Center.

"Jesse was a phenomenon," said Browne, whose 1972 track "Doctor My Eyes" was transformed by Davis's spontaneous one-take solo into a timeless pop hit. "He responded to music in such an immediate way. You always wondered how he became that kind of artist."

That question nagged Miller, an associate professor of Native American History at Oklahoma State University. "Growing up, I saw Jesse Davis's name on all these records that I loved," he said. "But he was just a name in the credits. Listening to this beautiful music he made, I wondered: 'Why don't we know more about this guy?'"

Born in Norman, Okla., in 1944, Jesse Edwin Davis III was the child of a Kiowa mother and Comanche father, with an impressive family history; his relatives included the first female chief of the Seminole Nation, the first Indian U.S. Marshal and a noted Hollywood set designer. The family led a comfortable middle-class life, but as the only Native American in his elementary school, Davis "was bullied quite a bit," Miller said.

He found his refuge in music. Obsessed with Elvis Presley and Jimmy Reed, Davis picked up guitar in seventh grade, developing a singular style shaped by the powwows he danced in as a child, his mother's piano lessons and his attempts to imitate the horn players on the Count Basie Orchestra records he loved. Jim Keltner, a fellow Oklahoman and session drummer who worked closely with Davis in the '70s, noted that "his rhythmic sense was different than anyone I played with. He had his own groove, the Jesse Ed groove."

After playing in a series of local bands, the 18-year-old Davis hit the road backing the rockabilly singer Conway Twitty. Following stints studying at the University of Oklahoma and serving in the National Guard, he sought his musical destiny, and headed to Los Angeles in 1966.

Fate intervened when Davis linked up with Mahal, a hip young singer who possessed the power of the old blues masters. They became favorites among the rock cognoscenti, influencing the fledgling Allman Brothers, and getting invited by the Rolling Stones to come perform in England. "We were the coolest thing going down the road," Mahal said.

Davis joined a band of musicians to back George Harrison at the Concert for Bangladesh at Madison Square Garden. Jim Wells/Associated Press


Davis, in particular, was embraced by the British rock aristocracy, forming immediate bonds with the Stones, the Beatles' John Lennon and George Harrison, and Eric Clapton. In 1970, Clapton helped Davis land a solo deal with Atlantic Records' Atco label, and over the next three years he released a series of organically funky rock albums -- "!Jesse Davis!," "Ululu" and "Keep Me Comin'" -- that mostly shied away from the era's Native American politics or social concerns.

"Why didn't Jesse become the voice of the Native rights movement or the Red Power generation?" Miller asked. "He certainly could have. He didn't want his career or his place in the world to be defined by being an Indigenous person. He was leery of being a token 'Indian artist.'"

Davis's solo career never really took off, in part because he remained one of the most in-demand session musicians through the '70s, playing on records by John Lee Hooker, Albert King, Cher and David Cassidy. In addition to his work with Dylan in 1971 (on "Watching the River Flow" and "When I Paint My Masterpiece"), he grew close to John Lennon during his "Lost Weekend" period -- appearing on the "Walls and Bridges" and "Rock 'n' Roll" LPs.

Davis thought he might get a call to join the Rolling Stones, following the departure of the guitarist Mick Taylor (he'd been considered to replace Brian Jones in 1969), but the gig went to Ron Wood of the Faces, whose singer, Rod Stewart, subsequently brought Davis on the road to play guitar on the band's final riotous tour in 1975. It would mark the peak of Davis's rock 'n' roll journey, and the beginning of a precipitous downfall.

Over the years, Davis associates have pinpointed the Faces tour as the start of his growing reliance on hard drugs. But Miller's book reveals that Davis had quietly nursed a heroin habit for years. "Jesse believed he had to feel things deeply to be a great bluesman," Miller said. "Other times he wanted to feel nothing at all."

The end of the '70s saw a downturn in Davis's studio work, and he left Los Angeles, moving to Hawaii for a time. In 1980, Davis received word from Lennon that he intended to reform his mid-70s band. The tantalizing prospect of a reunion ended with Lennon's murder in New York City that December. It was a profound emotional blow to Davis, and his drug abuse escalated over the next few years as his career bottomed out.

In 1984, Davis entered a treatment center for Native Americans in Long Beach, Calif., and a few months later attended a performance by the Dakota activist and spoken word artist John Trudell. After the show, he approached Trudell with an offer to set his words to music, and the two began a collaboration that would result in "AKA Graffiti Man."

The exhibit at the Bob Dylan Center, along with a book and upcoming compilation album, raise hope Davis will finally receive the recognition he deserves. Zac Fowler


Released in 1986, it was a postmodern record filled with synths, drum machines and strident messages, and represented a second act for Davis. Dylan hailed it as the album of the year in Rolling Stone. "Pairing up with John Trudell was Jesse's way to return home," said the Muscogee poet Joy Harjo, artist-in-residence at the Dylan Center and co-curator of the Davis exhibit. "He decided to return to his native peoples and make music about issues and ideas that had everything to do with how he grew up."

In early 1987, Davis, Trudell and their Graffiti Band performed at North Hollywood's Palomino Club with Taj Mahal. "I'm Jesse Ed Davis," he announced from the stage that night, "and I'm real proud to be an Indian." Though physically diminished -- using a cane, he played seated in a chair -- Davis was joyful as his old friends Dylan and Harrison turned up to show support and jam.

Within months, though, Davis backslid into dangerous old habits. On June 22, 1988, he was found dead in the laundry room of a Venice apartment building, a fresh needle mark in his arm. The circumstances -- Davis had a head wound and his shoes had been stolen -- led some to speculate about foul play. "He was right on the step of being able to get back to where he needed," Mahal said, "and he just made the wrong decision, or let people make the wrong decision around him."

Miller said, "The day he died was a tragedy, But the rest of his life wasn't." With the biography, exhibition, and concert celebration -- as well as an upcoming compilation, "Tomorrow May Not Be Your Day," collecting his unheard solo work -- there's hope Davis will finally receive the recognition he deserves.

"I wish he was here to tell his own story," Mahal said. "We're left to tell it for him. Fortunately, you can listen to Jesse's music, and hear his artistry amongst so many different people. Working with him was one of the highlights of my life -- playing with Jesse was right up there with oxygen, man."
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In 'Interior Chinatown,' the Sets Have Main Character Energy

The Hulu series unfolds in a Chinatown that "is both physical and psychological," said Charles Yu, the creator. Here's a look at how four key settings bring the story to life.

The settings of "Interior Chinatown," like the restaurant at the center of the story, are designed to function as both physical and mental spaces. Mike Taing/Hulu



By Barbara Chai
Barbara Chai spent many weekends of her childhood in New York's Chinatown eating egg waffles, dim sum and lobster with black bean sauce.


Nov 20, 2024 at 10:03 AM

Charles Yu's novel "Interior Chinatown" is about stories. Stories we tell ourselves, stories we tell about others. Stories where only certain people get to be the main characters while others, like the protagonist Willis Wu, are relegated to playing bit parts.

Yu structured the novel in the format of a screenplay. The title follows the scriptwriting convention of scene headings, which specify where the action is taking place (for example, INT. UNMARKED POLICE CAR). Scene headings are peppered throughout the book, and in Hulu's series adaptation, which premiered on Tuesday, the settings are just as essential, and more tangible, to the overall concept.

"Willis has this world that he lives in, this Chinatown which is both physical and psychological," said Yu, the show's creator and showrunner, in a video interview. "When you write a book, you get to use the reader as your ultimate collaborator. You're leveraging off someone else's imagination."

"You can't really film that, unfortunately," he added.

So in constructing the sets of the show, he said, "it was like, how do you build a place that feels real and lived in -- and at the same time can feel subjective and evocative of the Chinatown that comes from the novel, which is an interior Chinatown that functions as a place where people work and live but also as a mental space?"

Here's a look at four of the key settings in "Interior Chinatown" and how they bring the story to three-dimensional life.

Int. Golden Palace Restaurant

Willis Wu, the protagonist, spends much of his time waiting tables in the dining room of the Golden Palace Restaurant. Mike Taing/Hulu


In many ways, the restaurant is the central location for the story. It's where Willis (played by Jimmy O. Yang) and his best friend, Fatty Choy (Ronny Chieng), work as waiters, serving Chinatown locals and tourists. Willis spends much of his time gazing out at the wider world or watching television and wondering when a more exciting life will arrive. While he feels safe in Chinatown, he also feels trapped.

To recreate an authentic Chinese restaurant -- what Yu thinks of as "an iconic American place" -- the production designer Kate Bunch and the director of photography Mike Berlucchi traveled to San Francisco's Chinatown to research and photograph details like door handles, broken tiles, window displays and ornate woodwork like the one inside the dining room. Swinging doors with porthole windows function as a dividing line between a front stage, where Willis and Fatty serve their customers, and a back stage, where they can just be regular guys playing video games, drinking beer or making other dreams and plans.

"The Chinese restaurant in a lot of ways has functioned as a safe, approachable but enticing way in for a lot of people outside of the Chinatown community or ethnic enclave," Yu said. "For people within it, it feels like an anchor and an identity, limiting or defining."

Int. Lily Wu's Room

Lily Wu's cluttered apartment above the restaurant reflects decades of life. Mike Taing/Hulu


Willis's mother, Lily (Diana Lin), lives above the restaurant in a tiny, overstuffed apartment that serves as the emotional heart of the story. It is a single-room occupancy unit Lily once shared with her husband (Tzi Ma) and Willis, and the decades of life are reflected by the dense accumulation of stuff filling every available space, from floor to ceiling.

"She takes pride in the space she has," Bunch said in a video interview. "At some point she put up wallpaper to make it her own, to make it pretty. It's organized but it's cluttered. Her whole family lived in this room, so there are a lot of memories and a lot of layers of her life."

Lily's room embodies a monologue delivered by Willis in the book, in which he describes Asian homes: "Our houses smell the same way, have the same embarrassing piles of clutter, with random-ass Asian [expletive] mixed in with plastic toys and free crap and a mishmash of furniture and decor." It was important to the show's creators to evoke that authenticity onscreen.

Int. Police Station

"Black & White," the show's procedural parody, is filmed on a stark police station set. Mike Taing/Hulu


"Interior Chinatown" includes a show within the show, a police procedural called "Black & White." It stars a white woman named Detective Green and a Black man named Detective Turner as partners.

Willis loves the two characters and wishes that he could be as cool or that his life could be as consequential. As he travels increasingly outside Chinatown, Willis manages to trick his way onto the set of the show, a world he always wanted to be part of, and carve out more physical space for himself.

"You see a lot more negative space around Green and Turner," Yu said. "Their frames are cleaner, so they are the heroes. It's about them. With Willis, it's about being more at the margins."

The starkness of the precinct contrasts with the teeming Chinatown building where Willis spends most of his time, and the details are meant to convey a 1990s procedural. "The technology, phones, graphics on the computer, pager and the soundtrack -- all of it is supposed to feel like a '90s cop show and is supposed to feel very cool to Willis," Yu said.

Int. Underground

The underground tunnels of Chinatown in the show were inspired by the Doyers Street tunnels in Manhattan's Chinatown. Mike Taing/Hulu


Mild spoiler alert: In the middle of the season, Willis makes a shocking discovery about his uncle, who is also his boss at the Golden Palace Restaurant. After he breaks into his uncle's office to investigate matters, he must make a sudden escape, and he finds himself navigating a warren of underground tunnels below Chinatown.

The setting is inspired by the real-life Doyers Street tunnels in Manhattan's Chinatown, a network that connected businesses. On the set, Bunch and her team created a maze of actual storefronts and drop ceilings, which echo back to scenes from earlier in the season, giving the moment of Willis's escape a mysterious quality.

"It was like, what weird reality are we in?" Bunch said. "We needed to build enough real estate to have Willis keep running and running and not pass the same things, so you just feel like it's endless."

To Yu, the underground labyrinth symbolizes what he thinks Chinatown used to represent: "The exotic, dangerous, mysterious. There's some seedy underworld." The scene is meant to show the actual layers underneath Chinatown but also to depict Willis's journey as he digs deeper into the secrets of his own home and family. Eventually he comes to question his own identity.
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'Tammy Faye' Musical to Close After Failing to Find Broadway Audience

Well-reviewed in London but poorly received in New York, the musical with an Elton John score will end its run on Dec. 8.

Christian Borle and Katie Brayben in the musical "Tammy Faye" at the Palace Theater in Manhattan. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Michael Paulson



Nov 19, 2024 at 08:30 PM

"Tammy Faye," a new musical about the scandal-wracked singing televangelist, will close on Broadway after an unexpectedly short run, a major disappointment for a costly and ambitious show that picked up some good reviews in London but was poorly received in New York and failed to find an audience.

The musical, which opened on Nov. 14, will close on Dec. 8, at which point it will have had 24 preview and 29 regular performances.

The show was capitalized for $22 million, according to a spokesman for the production (it could have raised up to $25 million, according to a filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission, but wound up budgeted for less). The box office performance has been disastrous: last week, it was the lowest-grossing show on Broadway, and played to houses that were 37 percent empty in one of Broadway's largest theaters.

The show has an accomplished creative team. The music is by Elton John and the lyrics are by Jake Shears of the Scissor Sisters; the book is by James Graham, a well-regarded British playwright; and the director is Rupert Goold, who is the artistic director of the Almeida Theater in London. The show had an initial run at the Almeida starting in the fall of 2022.

"Tammy Faye" is at the Palace Theater, which recently resumed operations after a lengthy renovation. Reviews were mostly negative; in The New York Times, the critic Elisabeth Vincentelli called it a "disjointed, strangely bland musical."

The cast is led by Katie Brayben, making her Broadway debut as the title character, Tammy Faye Bakker; she won an Olivier Award for her performance in London. She is joined by Christian Borle as the protagonist's husband, Jim Bakker; Borle, a two-time Tony winner, was a late-in-the-game replacement for Andrew Rannells, who played the role in London and was announced for New York but left the project after failing to reach an agreement on employment terms with the producers.

"Tammy Faye" is produced by Rocket Stage, which is John's production company, along with Greene Light Stage, which is led by Sally Greene, and James L. Nederlander. Nederlander is the president and chief executive of the Nederlander Organization, which operates nine Broadway houses including the Palace.
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Critic's Notebook


The Berlin Philharmonic Is the Best in the Business

In three concerts at Carnegie Hall led by Kirill Petrenko, this orchestra played with awe-inspiring force and finesse.

Kirill Petrenko leading the Berlin Philharmonic at Carnegie Hall, where the orchestra performed three concerts this week. Stefan Cohen



By Zachary Woolfe



Nov 20, 2024 at 04:52 PM

Around the turn of the 20th century, Arnold Bocklin's brooding painting "The Isle of the Dead" made for one of the most popular images in Europe. Freud and Lenin owned prints; after seeing a reproduction in 1907, Rachmaninoff was inspired to write a tone poem.

Nabokov wrote that copies of the Bocklin hung "in every home in Berlin." Rachmaninoff's "The Isle of the Dead," which the Berlin Philharmonic played on Sunday at the start of an amazing three-concert stand at Carnegie Hall, was also once ubiquitous, but these days is programmed less frequently and has a whiff of old-fashioned character piece about it.

Great orchestras -- and no orchestra is greater than this one, which plays with force and finesse under its chief conductor, Kirill Petrenko -- of course illuminate the deathless classics of the repertoire, as the Philharmonic did on this trip with Dvorak's Seventh Symphony and Bruckner's Fifth. But the best ensembles also reveal unexpected depths in pieces you might take less seriously.

Petrenko conducted "The Isle of the Dead" with the same luminous seriousness he might bring to Wagner's "Parsifal," making it taut and ferocious, morose without heaviness. Building in strength near the start, the Philharmonic sounded billowing rather than crushing, like a gathering storm cloud. Solos -- like the wind fragments that twist around each other, one by one -- were played with poise but never look-at-me self-regard. A violin elegy near the end achieved wrenching intensity in what can sometimes be mere mood music.

I've often thought that Korngold's Violin Concerto -- which came between the Rachmaninoff and Dvorak on Sunday and again, all three even more potent, on Tuesday -- is a lot of shallow showboating. But the Philharmonic and Petrenko made it seem newly sophisticated.

These players' cohesion allowed them to create uncannily evocative atmospheres. The first movement of the concerto had a moonlit glow. In the third, a golden full-orchestra blast, balanced so that no section swamped the others, dissolved into a fairy tiptoe. Small details were moving in their artfulness, down to a tiny diminuendo passage in the violins in the first movement: a short, tender motif played a few times, each time softer. It was a simple effect, executed with utterly unified subtlety.

The violinist Vilde Frang, a late replacement for an injured Hilary Hahn, played with sweet but lithe, direct tone. While she didn't stint the second movement's emotion, she stayed restrained, in keeping with Petrenko's approach, never tipping into schmaltz.

The violinist Vilde Frang appeared as the soloist in Korngold's Violin Concerto. Stefan Cohen


You always get the sense that this orchestra's members are listening to one another. In the first movement of Dvorak's Seventh, the sleek heat the violins achieved was a precise echo of the texture of the flute from which they were taking over the line.

The Philharmonic has a lean sound but was capable of rhapsodic warmth in the second movement; the Scherzo had one foot in an elegant ballroom, the other in a hearty country dance. In a Finale of burly vigor, there was still unaffected gentleness in the upbeats of the second theme.

On Monday came a celebration of Bruckner's 200th birthday, and a valuable one: The sprawling Fifth Symphony, over an hour long, isn't heard very often in New York. (The concert is available to stream from WQXR.)

The conductor Christian Thielemann, a Bruckner specialist, has written of the Fifth that "the whole symphony seems quite happy," but Petrenko's performance with the Berliners was even cheerful. I have rarely heard less solemn Bruckner.

This Fifth was pastoral, playful. In a brisk Scherzo, the return of the landler dance, which had been charming in its first incarnation, was almost murmured, Petrenko keeping his arms at his sides and swaying gently. With the orchestra taking its cue from the perky clarinet solo at the start of the great fourth movement, the enormous fugues emanated joy, not severity.

Petrenko didn't go for extreme spaciousness; even if it rose to radiant climaxes, this version of the symphony generally felt like a chapel, not a cathedral. This was Bruckner with danciness and a surprising variety of color, right up to Petrenko bringing down the rest of the orchestra to let the flute line sail out in the final moments.

From the first movement, there was tonal fullness across the ensemble, and flowing ease; what can be plain tension in the middle movements between triplets and duplets was here felt subconsciously, if at all. The orchestra's agility is such that it can shift from pummeling roar to shining chorale to turbulence to hush, each turn precise and graceful.

The Philharmonic's New York visit coincided with the unveiling back home of substantial planned cuts to Berlin's culture budget, including a 10 percent reduction (around 2 million euros, or $2.1 million) to the crucial subsidy the city provides the Philharmonic.

If those cuts go forward, they would be bad news not only for Berlin, but also for the rest of the world, which looks to this orchestra as a beacon of everything that classical music can mean, everything that was embodied in these Carnegie concerts: craft, community, a vibrancy that emerges from deep respect for the past.
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Critic's Notebook


Robert Frank, a Filmmaker Who Never Stopped Changing

The photographer renounced his first career to focus on filmmaking. Starting Wednesday, the Museum of Modern Art will stage a cinema retrospective of his uncompromising search for the real.

A scene from "Me and My Brother" (1965-68), Robert Frank's first feature. A young Christopher Walken plays a director making a film-within-the-film. The June Leaf and Robert Frank Foundation/The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston



By Max Norman



Nov 19, 2024 at 10:01 AM

In one of art history's greatest zigzags, Robert Frank, who would have been 100 this year, renounced photography even before he was famous for it.

"I put my Leica in a cupboard," the Swiss-born artist recalled, soon after his masterpiece, "The Americans," a photobook documenting a now legendary 10,000-mile cross-country tour, was published in the United States in 1960.

The book's unpolished depiction of Frank's adopted country was scandalous to some (the photographer Minor White, in Aperture, called it "a degradation of a nation!"), but almost no photographer has proved more influential: Everyone from Diane Arbus to Dawoud Bey bears Frank's mark.

Though he would eventually return to still photography in the 1970s, he gravitated toward the narrative possibilities of moving pictures, producing some 30 films and videos.

Frank resented that his films never got as much attention as his photographs. Yet the director Richard Linklater, speaking with the journalist Nicholas Dawidoff in 2015, called Frank the "founding father of personal film"; in 2008, the critic Manohla Dargis hailed Frank in The New York Times as "one of the most important and influential American independent filmmakers of the last half-century."

"Robert Frank's Scrapbook Footage," part of the MoMA show, is made up of newly assembled film by Frank's longtime editor, Laura Israel, and the art director Alex Bingham. Karsten Moran for The New York Times


From Nov. 20 to Dec. 11, the Museum of Modern Art will stage a complete retrospective of Frank's filmography, which he donated to the museum in 2015; some titles are newly restored. (He died in 2019 at age 94.) Also on the program are several documentaries on Frank's life and films he shot for other directors, like Gordon Matta-Clark, Conrad Rooks and John Cohen.

The series complements "Life Dances On: Robert Frank in Dialogue," MoMA's concurrent show of photography, collage and film clips made after 1958 (through Jan. 11), plus "Robert Frank's Scrapbook Footage," newly assembled film by Frank's longtime editor, Laura Israel, and the art director Alex Bingham (through spring 2025). At Pace, "Hope Makes Visions" (which opened Friday) concentrates on Frank's work from the 1970s onward, some never exhibited before. And beginning on Dec. 12, the Anthology Film Archives will mount "Robert Frank Centennial: Influences," a series of films that influenced Frank, and others that Frank influenced in turn.

Frank isn't a canonical figure in the history of American cinema. But the retrospective makes a case that his films and videos deserve a closer look.

"It's taken me many, many years of watching these films with some skepticism to come around to the idea that he was deeply influential," said Josh Siegel, a curator in MoMA's department of film. Siegel compared Frank's films to those of Jonas Mekas and sees his sensibility reflected in the work of directors as diverse as Andy Warhol, Jim Jarmusch, Harmony Korine and Wim Wenders.

In "Conversations in Vermont" (1969), Frank spoke with his son, Pablo, shown, and daughter, Andrea, about their lives. The June Leaf and Robert Frank Foundation/The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston


His early films are often considered Beat; his later films are hard to get a handle on. "He was a guy who just did not want to be defined, period, at all, ever," said Kent Jones, a filmmaker and former director of the New York Film Festival. "The films themselves are defiantly indefinable, too."

Where to begin with a filmmaker who never stopped changing? Here are some of the landmark offerings from the retrospective.

'Pull My Daisy' (1959)

From the start, Frank rejected straightforward storytelling. His first film, "Pull My Daisy," co-directed with the artist Alfred Leslie, debuted in 1959 alongside John Cassavetes's "Shadows"; the two are founding documents of what became New American Cinema. The 28-minute short, based on a play by Jack Kerouac (who wrote the introduction to "The Americans"), is a broadcast from the world of the Beats, with a cast comprising the poets Allen Ginsberg and Gregory Corso and the painters Larry Rivers and Alice Neel. Kerouac ad-libbed an often hilarious narration over music by David Amram. In The Village Voice, Mekas praised the film's spontaneity as "returning to where the true cinema first began, to where Lumiere left off."

'Me and My Brother' (1965-68)

Frank's first feature, co-written with Sam Shepard, is about the poet Peter Orlovsky's catatonic brother, Julius, who emerges as something like a holy fool, or a Beatnik saint. Blending cinema verite with stranger than verite, Frank weaves footage of the siblings (plus Peter's lover, Allen Ginsberg) at home and on the road with a narrative about a fictional director (Christopher Walken, in his feature debut) making a film-within-the-film about Julius, played by an actor. Frank similarly fused fact and fiction in "Energy and How to Get It" (1981), a rollicking yarn about a madcap inventor that doubles as a sendup on documentary itself.

'Conversations in Vermont' (1969)

Although Frank gravitated to film because it was less lonely than photography, he felt constrained by big productions. He found his style in more personal projects, beginning with "Conversations in Vermont" (1969), a searching dialogue with his children, Pablo and Andrea, about their lives, and implicitly about Frank's limits as a father, made the year Frank separated from his first wife, Mary Frank.

The best known of Frank's films followed the Rolling Stones on a tour of America, and has been hard to see except as a bootleg. The June Leaf and Robert Frank Foundation/The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston


'Cocksucker Blues' (1972)

The best known of Frank's films -- and the first on MoMA's program -- has been nearly impossible to see except in grainy bootleg. This 93-minute documentary about the Rolling Stones on American tour, filled with sex and drugs and actually very little rock 'n' roll, was considered so unflattering by the Stones that the band sued to prevent its distribution. Frank was legally required to be physically present at screenings, which were limited to four per year. (The band apparently got their satisfaction: They lent their print of the film to MoMA for the retrospective.) But it isn't so much Keith Richards's drug use that's disturbing; it's the bizarre condition of fame. "Everybody's got cameras and they're shooting nothing happening," a character thinks in Don DeLillo's 1997 novel "Underworld" as she watches a fictional screening.

'Life Dances On ...' (1980)

Grief shadows Frank's later work. His daughter, Andrea, died in a plane crash in 1974, and Danny Seymour, a friend and collaborator on the Rolling Stones film, had disappeared on a sailing trip the year before. They are the dedicatees of "Life Dances On ..." (1980), a stirring juxtaposition of family encounters with footage of a mentally disturbed man wandering the streets of New York, and downtown divagations with his friend, the painter Marty Greenbaum. In this and later films, shots of Frank's stills and collages (some of which are on display at MoMA and Pace) are scattered throughout, like memories.

'Candy Mountain' (1987)

Frank's final feature, "Candy Mountain," a 1987 collaboration with the writer Rudy Wurlitzer, was the closest he came to the mainstream. Even if he wasn't particularly happy with the result, there's lots of charm in this shaggy-dog story about a down-and-out musician (Kevin J. O'Connor) who makes a desperate drive to Canada in search of a mysterious guitar maker. Along the way, he encounters characters played by the musicians Tom Waits, Leon Redbone, Joe Strummer, Dr. John and Rita MacNeil. It's not hard to see the road, which crisscrosses Frank's oeuvre, as a dramatic symbol for his open-ended approach to narrative.

'The Present' (1996)

Frank's own road led ever further inward, particularly in the early 1980s, when he began using a video camera to shoot by himself. He started making filmic diaries, narrated in his heavily accented English. Perhaps the greatest is "The Present" (1996), made two years after Pablo, who had struggled with addiction, schizophrenia and cancer, died by suicide. "I don't know what story I would like to tell," Frank says at the start, his lens trained on a window in his second home in Mabou, Nova Scotia. "But looking around this room, I really should be able to find a story. Don't you think so? Don't we know? Isn't it all there?" Later, he gleefully films a friend erasing the word "memory," scrawled in black paint on a large mirror (a recurring image, the visual opposite of the camera). Certain scenes in Frank's late work have all the bittersweet absurdity of Beckett.

A scene from Frank's "Life Dances On ..." (1980), which juxtaposes family encounters with footage shot on the streets of New York City. The June Leaf and Robert Frank Foundation/The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston


In a recent phone interview, the director Jim Jarmusch observed that Frank traded the aesthetic perfection of "The Americans" for the messiness of artistic process. "I can't categorize his style, because he created his own, which is a mixture of essay film, and documentary elements, mixed with fiction," Jarmusch said.

Just as stills in "The Americans" appeared haphazardly shot, Frank's personal films were carefully edited -- primarily by Israel, who directed the documentary "Don't Blink" (2016) about Frank, included in the MoMA retrospective -- to seem hardly edited at all. ("It's Real," an hourlong tour of the East Village for French public television, was in fact shot in one take from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m. on July 26, 1990.) Frank's camerawork, particularly in his videos, can be queasily kinetic, and beautiful compositions are interlarded with the banal. "They're very unprecious about the image," said the filmmaker Jem Cohen, who will participate in the MoMA retrospective. A late jewel, "Paper Route" (2002), is partially shot through the cracked windshield of a Canadian newspaper delivery driver's car.

Not all of Frank's films succeed; frustration is, in fact, one of Frank's preoccupations, and he spoke candidly about his feelings of failure as a filmmaker. "I think it's actually important to not try to pretend that they're all great films, because they were made by a great man," Cohen said. "Partly the reason the man is great is because he stumbled in interesting directions."

For Jarmusch, Frank's uncompromising search for the real --no matter where he found it --ultimately serves as a personal model, rather than a purely aesthetic one. "He became a godfather of finding your own way," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/19/arts/design/robert-frank-film-retrospective-moma.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




TKTS to Open Booth in Philadelphia, Hoping to Boost Local Theaters

The first domestic TKTS outpost outside New York comes at a time of rising concern about ticket prices and theater economics.

The TKTS booth in Times Square regularly draws large crowds seeking last-minute discounts to stage shows. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Michael Paulson



Nov 19, 2024 at 07:30 PM

TKTS, the landmark theater discounter that has been a Times Square mainstay for 51 years, is expanding to Philadelphia at a time when regional theaters are struggling and ticket costs are a persistent cause of consumer concern.

The new booth, located inside Independence Visitor Center in the city's historic district, will be the first in an American city other than New York. London and Tokyo also have TKTS booths, and New York has a second booth at Lincoln Center.

The Philadelphia booth will sell tickets to local theater, dance and music productions, as well as for some touring Broadway shows; the tickets will be discounted by 30 percent to 50 percent and can be purchased up to 72 hours before curtain (in New York, the purchase window is shorter). The visitor center, which is near major tourist attractions including the Liberty Bell, drew 1.3 million people last year and already sells tickets to other attractions.

The TKTS kiosk will begin selling tickets on Thursday and will be open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Angela Val, the president and chief executive of Visit Philadelphia, a tourism marketing agency, said her organization had contacted TDF, the nonprofit that runs the TKTS booths, to propose the expansion. The agency was motivated by a concern that ticket prices were limiting audiences for local arts and culture events. "We wanted to make sure all people had access to theater," Val said. "Everyone, no matter how much money you have, should have access to arts and culture."

More than 20 presenting organizations will offer tickets through the program, including Ensemble Arts Philly, which has three venues that host music, dance, comedy and theater performances, as well as touring Broadway shows. Also participating are the three top-tier regional theaters in the city -- Arden Theater Company, Philadelphia Theater Company and Wilma Theater (the recipient of this year's Regional Theater Tony Award) -- as well as the Philadelphia Orchestra, Philadelphia Ballet and BalletX.

"We're looking to rebuild, and to attract new audiences," said Terrence J. Nolen, the producing artistic director of the Arden, whose audiences remain about 15 percent smaller than they were before the coronavirus pandemic. Nolen said the Arden, which is just a few blocks from the new visitor center, was hopeful that this effort would be more successful than previous discounting programs. "Obviously the TKTS brand is incredibly strong, and when it comes to students, tourists or other people looking for a discount, it can build a lot of energy," he said.

The booth will be open for a year, at which point the participating organizations will assess its effectiveness. In the meantime, TDF is already considering licensing booths in other U.S. cities.

"Our mission is to remove financial barriers to access to the performing arts for all audiences," said Deeksha Gaur, the executive director of TDF. "As we talk to colleagues in the field across the nation and we learn about how audiences haven't been coming back at the same rate since the pandemic, it was natural for us to think about how can we support with the TKTS brand."

She added: "We are bullish about the brand and how it can help support audiences coming back, particularly in an industry that has a narrative of high ticket prices happening. That discount booth and that name could be part of the solution."
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Magritte, Master of Surrealism, Joins the $100 Million Dollar Club

Move over, Picasso, van Gogh and Warhol. With an inscrutable painting, the Belgian painter breaks a nine-figure threshold at Christie's fall auction.

"The Empire of the Light" (1954) by Rene Magritte sold at Christie's evening sale on Tuesday for $121.2 million. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times



By Scott Reyburn



Nov 20, 2024 at 01:00 AM

The Belgian Surrealist painter Rene Magritte has become the latest member of that exclusive club of artists whose work has sold for more than $100 million at auction.

On Tuesday night at Christie's in Manhattan, a version of Magritte's famously enigmatic subject, "The Empire of Light," depicting a deserted nocturnal street below a bright daytime sky, sold for $121.2 million with fees, a record for the artist, in a packed, dark gray-painted salesroom, moodily lit in a suitably Surrealist style.

Certain to sell for at least $95 million, courtesy of a guaranteed bid, the painting inspired a 10-minute duel between two telephone bidders. The price was the highest yet paid for a Surrealist work of art at auction, and made Magritte the 16th artist to break the $100 million threshold, according to data compiled by the French market analyst company Artprice.

Fellow nine-figure heavyweights include Leonardo da Vinci, Gustav Klimt, Amedeo Modigliani, Andy Warhol, Jean-Michel Basquiat, Francis Bacon and Pablo Picasso (whose paintings have sold for more than $100 million at no fewer than six auctions). To date, no living artist has achieved this price level at auction.

Painted in 1954 and measuring almost five-feet-high, "The Empire of Light" was the last of 19 works that Christie's offered from the collection of the socialite, designer and philanthropist Mica Ertegun. It was one of the largest of the 17 versions of this subject that Magritte painted in oil. The best-known is probably the monumental "L'empire des lumieres" in the Guggenheim Museum in Venice. Ertegun's slightly smaller canvas, which she acquired privately in 1968, is the first in the series to include water in the foreground.

"It's maybe the best," said Paolo Vedovi, the director of a gallery in Brussels specializing in works by Magritte and other 20th-century artists. "It seems that every big collector now wants a Magritte."

Vedovi added of the Surrealist's appeal: "He's so contemporary. Maybe you get away from this world and bad thinking. You don't want something that is tough. He is poetic."

The Belgian Surrealist Rene Magritte (1898-1967), whose works often featured a bowler hat, still has the power to puzzle. Sueddeutsche Zeitung Photo/Alamy


Magritte's works, which capture everyday objects in decidedly unusual combinations, explore the boundary between reality and illusion. His penchant for bowler hats, a signature of his paintings, might have been inspired by his parents' professions: His father, Leopold, was a tailor; his mother, Regina, a milliner. Magritte was 13 years old when she drowned herself in the River Sambre. He and his siblings were later raised by their grandmother.

Christie's sale of the Ertegun collection -- along with the 55 big-ticket 20th-century works from other owners that followed -- was the art market's second major test since Donald J. Trump defeated Kamala Harris in the presidential election. The art trade has been in a slump for some two years. Increased stock prices and the prospect of tax cuts for corporations and affluent individuals have raised hopes that wealthy collectors would become more willing to spend their millions at auctions.

On Monday evening at Sotheby's, bidders had splashed out $216 million with fees on 25 pieces from the collection of the beauty products mogul Sydell L. Miller, who died in March. The works had been estimated to raise some $170 million.  A Claude Monet painting of water lilies topped the sale with a price of $65.5 million. 

"The election has definitely had an immediate impact on the marketplace," Brett Gorvy, a founder of the New York-based dealership Levy Gorvy Dayan, said at the Sotheby's auction. "The stock market has made people richer. We saw in our gallery the day after the election that deals were done by clients who had hesitated before."

Gorvy added, "But it could be a honeymoon period."

Indeed, bidding was more selective in the 31-lot session of Modern works that followed, and a Henri Matisse canvas that had been guaranteed by Sotheby's to raise at least $12 million failed to sell.

"It's not a rising tide that lifts all boats. Good pictures sell well. There is a flight to quality," said the New York dealer William O'Reilly. When asked about the possible effect of the U.S. election on the art market he added, "It's too early to tell."

Ed Ruscha, "Standard Station, Ten-Cent Western Being Torn in Half," 1964, sold for $68.2 million with fees. Ed Ruscha, via Christie's


Momentum seemed to continue throughout Tuesday night at Christie's, which, like Sotheby's the night before, held two auctions. Overall, the Ertegun collection raised $183.9 million against a low estimate of $140 million. All 19 lots found buyers.

In the second session,  record-breaking competition for Ertegun's Magritte encouraged six bidders to chase after another day-night scene by the artist in the second sale, a gouache on paper. It sold for $18.8 million, more than twice its high estimate. "It's about time for Magritte," said David Rogath, a New York collector who owns several Magritte oil paintings. "The images are iconic and have entered popular culture."

Another work to attract sustained competition was Ed Ruscha's sharply painted, monumental gas station scene "Standard Station, Ten-Cent Western Being Torn in Half" from 1964. It fetched $68.2 million, an auction high for the octogenarian artist of the American West and more than 25 percent over its unpublished $50 million estimate. (The Texas investor Sid Bass was identified as the painting's owner during Ruscha's recent traveling solo exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New York and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.)

Jackson Pollock, "Untitled," oil, enamel, pebbles and cutouts on paper mounted on Masonite, circa 1948.  The Pollock-Krasner Foundation/Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York, via Phillips


A few hours before Christie's sales, a relatively small but rare Pollock, a white-on-black drip painting from about 1948, was the star of Phillips's 30-lot evening sale of modern and contemporary material.

Painted on paper mounted on Masonite and estimated to raise at least $13 million, this untitled abstract had formerly been owned by the furniture designer Florence Knoll. It sold for $15.3 million.  Demand was erratic; Phillips's overall total of $54.1 million came in below the pre-sale estimate of $60.1 million.

"A lot of people have been sitting on their hands, waiting to see what would happen," said Harry Blain, the London-based private collector, commenting on a widely perceived shortage of masterworks at this New York week of sales. "But there's more certainty now. People are happier to make projections. It's about what people feel. And there might be a bit of a split there."

Andy Warhol, "New York Skyscrapers," 1981, a screen print of Trump Tower surrounded by other, blacked-out skyscrapers. The piece was ultimately rejected by Donald J. Trump. The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc./Licensed by Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York; via Phillips


Certainly the subject of Andy Warhol's 1981 screen print painting "New York Skyscrapers" had the potential to divide emotions. The painting was an unsuccessful attempt by Warhol to win a commission from Trump to memorialize the businessman's eponymous tower on Fifth Avenue. Previously unseen at auction, it was pushed by two telephone bidders to $952,500, with fees,  against a low estimate of $500,000.

The art adviser David Norman, who worked with the Sydell Miller estate that sold at Sotheby's on Monday, reiterated a refrain that has borne out through this week: Buyers will always pay up for the best, regardless of the political or economic climate.

"I wasn't worried about the art market," Norman said. "The higher the quality, the more difficult to find in good times or bad -- and the more buyers know they just can't wait to find a better one."

Julia Halperin contributed reporting.
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12 Dynamic Sketches From the Woman Who Dressed Grace Kelly and Judy Garland

Can you put a price on Hollywood history? Bidders tried on Thursday, when a dozen sketches by the legendary costume designer Edith Head went under the gavel.

Edith Head in 1967. In a career that spanned over half a century, Ms. Head created costumes for some of Hollywood's most indelible films, including "All About Eve," "Roman Holiday," "The Ten Commandments" and "Funny Face." Associated Press



By Maggie Lange



Nov 14, 2024 at 10:04 AM

The origin story of Edith Head, the quintessential Hollywood costume designer of the 20th century, is a tale of equal parts artistry and chutzpah. In 1923, when Ms. Head saw a job posting from Paramount seeking a costume sketch artist, she asked students at the art school where she was working to give her sketches that she could pass off as her own. The apparent versatility of her portfolio amazed the studio's chief costume designer, Howard Greer.

When Ms. Head started at the job and her abilities weren't quite as advertised, Mr. Greer told her he had always known she had borrowed the sketches. He hired her, Ms. Head recalled years later, because "anyone who had that much desire to get into the studio deserved the job."

On Thursday morning, a dozen of Ms. Head's sketches from the 1950s and '60s (these are actually hers) were put up for sale by Doyle, an auction house on the Upper East Side of Manhattan. The lots included art from two of the most recognizable characters Ms. Head ever dressed: Grace Kelly's Frances Stevens in "To Catch a Thief" (two sketches of costumes for Ms. Kelly in the film went for $5,000 apiece) and Kim Novak's Madeleine Elster in "Vertigo" (final bid: $1,800).

Ms. Head was a frequent collaborator with Alfred Hitchcock. Above, a design for a gown to be worn by Grace Kelly in "To Catch a Thief" ... Edith Head/Edith Head Collection

... and a sketch in pencil and gouache for a dress-and-scarf ensemble for Kim Novak's character in "Vertigo." Edith Head/Collection of Emerio Gonzalez


Over her career, which spanned five decades and hundreds of movies, Ms. Head received 35 Academy Award nominations and won eight of them. Her range was expansive, if often reliant on a snugly nipped waist.

Ms. Head, who died in 1981, concocted several ways to highlight the ambitious shoulders of Anne Baxter and Bette Davis in "All About Eve," she made endless variations on a delicate little skirt suit for the heroines of Alfred Hitchcock nail-biters, and she designed full skirts that seemed entirely made of glitter for festive eyepoppers like "White Christmas." She popularized the sarong, the toreador pant and other fashions from abroad for Western audiences. Still, she remained cleareyed about her limits with a resigned humor, famously saying, "You can lead a horse to water and you can even make it drink, but you can't make actresses wear what they don't want to wear."

Colleen Atwood, the Oscar-winning costume designer for "Chicago" and "Memoirs of a Geisha," praised Ms. Head's restraint. "I have always liked Edith Head because she designs with simplicity," Ms. Atwood said. "It's not over-designed."

Ms. Atwood had a poster of one of Ms. Head's designs for "The Birds" hanging in her apartment in London while she was working on the Netflix series "Wednesday." She said that Tippi Hedren's icy wool suit was a direct inspiration for Gwendolyn Christie's character in the show.

Ms. Atwood also reported a Head sighting in the wild -- at Studio 54 in the 1970s. "She came in with this entourage of young, beautiful boys," Ms. Atwood recalled on Sunday. "Edith had on this black top, this Pop Art black-and-white skirt. She looked amazing."

A design for Judy Garland in "I Could Go On Singing." "No flare as before," Ms. Head instructs in a note. Edith Head/Collection of Emerio Gonzalez

A heavily annotated sketch for a costume for "The Geisha Boy" offers technical guidance for Ms. Head's Paramount colleagues. Edith Head/Collection of Emerio Gonzalez


Throughout her career, Ms. Head exhibited an intuitive skill for self-promotion by going on radio shows, selling dress patterns, writing instructive books and even playing herself on "Columbo." Perhaps to set herself apart from the actors and actresses around her, Ms. Head developed a signature style for her public image: round dark glasses, sleek curled bangs and little suits, as tightly styled as her witticisms.

Drake Stutesman, a film scholar and historian, said that Ms. Head "was inventive and simple and sexy -- she was very good at those three things together. This could be on Mae West and it could be on Audrey Hepburn."

Ms. Head's influence in the world of fashion started right away: After the release of her wardrobe for Mae West in 1933's "She Done Him Wrong," Elsa Schiaparelli designed hourglass-emphasizing dresses topped with feathered hats and boas. But Ms. Head borrowed as much as she gave. In one notable minor scandal, she snubbed Hubert de Givenchy, withholding credit for his work in "Sabrina," the 1954 romance starring Humphrey Bogart and Audrey Hepburn.

Ms. Head's distinctive look made her an easy icon. She appeared on a postage stamp in 2003 and in a Google Doodle in 2013, and though the exact inspiration is debated, Edna Mode, the gutsy costume designer character in "The Incredibles," with her dark glasses and severe haircut, seems in the mode of Ms. Head.

Mae West in "She Done Him Wrong," one of the hundreds of films from the Golden Age of Hollywood with costumes designed by Edith Head. Bettmann/Getty Images

Even when surrounded by Hollywood stars, with her round-framed eyeglasses and curled microbangs, Ms. Head cut a distinctive figure. Associated Press


Peter Costanzo, Doyle's executive director for books, autographs and photographs, said Ms. Head's sketches are notable for their dynamism. Contrasting Ms. Head's illustrations with the more static sketches of other designers, which might show a character modeling a costume as if she were a clothes hanger, Mr. Costanzo, 44, pointed to a sketch of Judy Garland that was set to be auctioned. "In Edith Head's costume sketches," he said, "there is a lot of movement."

Of the 12 Edith Head designs up for auction, all but one -- the only sketch made and signed by an assistant, not Ms. Head herself -- found buyers. The two Grace Kelly designs fetched the highest sums, and although most of the hammer prices fell short of estimates, a partial sketch for a costume to be worn by Judy Garland in "I Could Go On Singing" that features no head but a deliciously jutted hip drew a hammer price of $1,400 -- more than double its upper estimate.

Most of Ms. Head's sketches for sale were from the collection of Emerio Gonzalez, an interior designer and collector in St. Petersburg, Fla. Mr. Gonzalez, 64, started collecting costume sketches 30 years ago. He noted that Ms. Head had a strict attention to detail, evident in her penciled notes beside her drawings, which would sometimes feature notes like "don't let the scarf cover this piece of jewelry."

Ms. Head's goddaughter, Melissa Galt, a business strategist for interior designers in Scottsdale, Ariz., said that like Ms. Galt's mother, the actress Anne Baxter, Ms. Head had never stopped working.

"That passion is kind of rare," Ms. Galt, 63, said. "There would have been a lot of doors and opportunities closed to her if she had not self-promoted." She remembered "Aunt Edi" wore bright "big Mexican skirts, which was quite an interesting contrast" with her cultivated public image. She complimented her godmother for keeping secrets. When asked for an example of one, Ms. Galt said she didn't know: "She kept them!"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/14/style/edith-head-costume-designer-sketches-auction.html
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The 25 Most Influential Cookbooks From the Last 100 Years

Chefs, writers, editors and a bookseller gathered to debate -- and decide -- which titles have most changed the way we cook and eat.




By Jenny Comita, Jessica Battilana, Tanya Bush, Martha Cheng, Jonathan Kauffman, Michael Snyder, Amiel Stanek and Korsha Wilson



Nov 15, 2024 at 10:03 AM

Despite its millions of recipes, the internet hasn't killed cookbooks. Instead, the genre's fans seem more motivated than ever to collect and use them -- and not just for making dinner. For some, they're bedside reading. For others, they're design objects. A cookbook can be a work of cultural anthropology, a historical record, an instruction manual and a vehicle for armchair travel. But what makes a cookbook great? In trying to compile T's list of the 25 most essential examples written in English over the past 100 years, we prioritized influence -- how has a book affected the way we eat, cook, think, talk, photograph and write about food?

Our process started with a long list of about fifty titles nominated by five experts. Dawn Davis, 59, is the founding publisher of 37 Ink, an imprint of Simon & Schuster, and, from 2020 until 2023, was the editor in chief of Bon Appetit and Epicurious. Samin Nosrat, 45, is the best-selling author of 2017's "Salt, Fat, Acid, Heat" -- a title nominated by several panelists, though we decided that books written or edited by anyone in the group were disqualified. Brooks Headley, 52, wrote 2018's "Superiority Burger Cookbook," a collection of recipes from his popular vegetarian restaurant in New York's East Village as well as "Brooks Headley's Fancy Desserts" (2014), inspired by his career as a pastry chef, most recently at New York's Del Posto. Ligaya Mishan, 54, writes about food for T and The New York Times and cowrote with the chef Angela Dimayuga the 2021 cookbook "Filipinx," which explored the cuisine of the Philippine diaspora. And Ken Concepcion, 50, is a co-owner of the Los Angeles cookbook shop Now Serving, which he opened in 2017 with his wife, Michelle Mungcal, after two decades cooking in fine-dining restaurants.

The panel, clockwise from top left: T Contributing Editor Jenny Comita; T Contributing Writer Ligaya Mishan; Ken Concepcion, co-owner of Now Serving in Los Angeles; author and chef Samin Nosrat; chef and owner of New York's Superiority Burger, Brooks Headley; editor and publisher Dawn Davis.


Their choices spanned many global culinary traditions, writing styles and formats, but the group was especially drawn toward older titles. "It would take a lot for something that's come out in the past 10 years to be considered influential," Nosrat argued. "It hasn't had the time to permeate." The long list was also notable for its omissions. As Davis said, "It's interesting that we don't have Ina Garten or Martha Stewart here. At one time those two women really were dominant on the best-seller lists."

Earlier this fall, the panelists met virtually to winnow down their choices, spending almost three hours making the case for their nominations, swapping favorite recipes and discovering new titles to add to their collections. What follows are excerpts from the conversation as well as the final list -- unranked and presented in the order in which entries were discussed -- of the 25 most influential. -- Jenny Comita

This conversation has been edited and condensed.

Jenny Comita: I know we all love cookbooks, but why do we still need them, when just about every recipe is available online?

Brooks Headley: It's very hard for me to follow a recipe, even my own recipes, so cookbooks are straight-up inspiration for me. Like, we have a waffle at the restaurant that started from a Nancy Silverton recipe but we messed it up so bad that I don't think she'd even recognize it.

Dawn Davis: A cookbook can tell a story in a way that an individual recipe can't. It can have an expansive worldview and a point of view, which is why we still publish them and why people still buy them. From a publishing perspective, the question is, "Who gets these cookbook deals?" Recently, it's been influencers who can bring their millions of TikTok followers to the table. [Though] I'm not saying that traditional chefs don't get cookbook deals.

Samin Nosrat: In some ways, my career follows the same timeline as what the internet has done to and for cooking. When I first wanted to be a cook [in the early 2000s], people were like, "Why?" It was a totally different cultural thing. Now, the job involves being a personality and a public consumable figure, which I struggle with. I've had to go into a rabbit hole for the past four or five years so I could figure out who I am and why I'm making a second book, what I even have to say.

Ken Concepcion: I think that influencer bubble might be bursting. Especially if you're on TikTok, your audience has so much access to you already that maybe they don't need to buy your book. Once I started working in restaurants in the late '90s, reading cookbooks became my way of overcompensating for the fact that I didn't go to cooking school. I was always photocopying recipes in the library. But I do think there are too many cookbooks being published now; it's starting to diminish what's out there.

Ligaya Mishan: There are so many books out there. So what do we want? I want foods from different parts of the world. Books that are personal, that tell a story. I approach cookbooks as a reader more than as a user -- my husband is the cook in our family. For me, voice is really important. In putting together my list, I was thinking about books that, in the beauty of their language and the depth of the writer's thoughts, made us see food differently.

Davis: Does it need to have influenced a generation? Be the first of its kind? I was trying to think about cultural touchstones as well as books that introduced me to various cuisines: vegetarian, Middle Eastern, Indian. And I was also thinking about ones that impacted my own cooking as a young woman who liked to have people come for dinner and say, "Oh my God! This is amazing!"

1. " The Taste of Country Cooking" by Edna Lewis, 1976

 Knopf. (c) Edna Lewis, collection of the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture, gift of Carole Darden-Lloyd and Norman Darden


Widely regarded as chef and author Edna Lewis's best and most personal work, "The Taste of Country Cooking" is at once a cookbook and a memoir of Black life in the early 20th century. Centered on Lewis's hometown, Freetown, Va., the book animates a self-sufficient, hard-working, all-Black community formed after emancipation, where traditions began from necessity yet were filled with joy. The book's dishes -- from smothered rabbit to spoon bread -- are divided by season and composed from local ingredients, representing the way that Lewis and her community had always approached food. It's no surprise, then, that the book has recently become a core text for cooks newly awakened to what we now call farm-to-table cuisine. Beyond that, "The Taste of Country Cooking," almost a half-century after its publication, remains a manifesto for chefs looking to understand more about regional American Black cooking. "Over the years, since I left home and lived in different cities I have kept thinking about the people I grew up with and about our way of life," Lewis writes in the introduction. "I am convinced that their ideas do live on for us to learn from, to enlarge upon, and pass on to the following generations." -- Korsha Wilson

The 2014 U.S. Postal Service stamp featuring Edna Lewis, one of a series highlighting celebrated chefs. United States Postal Service


Nosrat: You can't make a list about American cooking without including Edna Lewis. For me, she's the most important.

Davis: I love that it presents the way Black families fed themselves pre-fast food, pre-moving to urban centers and pre-industrialization of American cuisine. It preserved in amber Black food traditions that I think are important. Also, the recipes are yummy. I adore the corn pudding -- I made it once for my mother and she bestowed upon it the highest honor: She added it to her Thanksgiving table. It comes across as decadent but is simple to make; a perfect side. If I'm in a particularly ambitious mood, I'll make the quail casserole with sauteed mushrooms, which is topped with the juice of a half pound of crushed white grapes. It's a stunner.

2. "The Joy of Cooking" by Irma S. Rombauer, 1931

All nine editions of "The Joy of Cooking." Simon and Schuster. Courtesy of the Joy of Cooking


Two years into the Great Depression, the recently widowed St. Louis native Irma S. Rombauer used a sizable chunk of her savings to self-publish a collection titled "The Joy of Cooking: A Compilation of Reliable Recipes with a Casual Culinary Chat." The book was groundbreaking, less for its content than for its intended audience: middle-class women who cooked for their families without hired help. More than 90 years and 20 million copies later, "The Joy of Cooking" is perhaps the most well-known offering in the American canon. As much as it's an essential reference, it's also an important work of domestic anthropology: "Joy" is a living document, each of its nine editions revised -- first by Rombauer herself and later by others, most of them her descendants -- to address the shifting concerns of the contemporary home cook, be it the necessity of wartime rationing in the '40s, the advent of microwaves in the '70s or an increased interest in plant-based diets in the 2010s. (Notably, for many decades the book, now published by Scribner, included an illustrated guide to skinning squirrels; it was omitted as of the 1997 printing.) Few would argue that any recipe in the book is the best of its category, but that's beside the point. Instead, each entry, whether buckwheat pancakes or pot roast, serves as the starting point for endless kitchen discovery. -- Amiel Stanek

"Joy of Cooking" author Irma S. Rombauer (left) and her daughter, Marion Rombauer Becker, with the 1951 edition that they cowrote. AP Photos


Nosrat: Irma and the people who've continued to steward this book have always been in dialogue with America. There was one edition [in 1997] that was a real modernization -- they took out things like the squirrel stew -- and people were so upset. The letters they got!

Concepcion: When we did an event with the "Joy of Cooking" team, we talked about that overly modernized edition , which I call the doomsday edition. And while this book doesn't necessarily sell in our shop, it would feel weird to call ourselves a cookbook store if we didn't have it on our shelves.

3. "Mastering the Art of French Cooking" by Simone Beck, Louisette Bertholle and Julia Child, 1961

The author Joan Didion's two-volume set of "Mastering the Art of French Cooking," which was sold in a posthumous auction of her belongings in 2022. Knopf. Tony Cenicola/The New York Times


It's hard to imagine the food world of today without Julia Child and the book that launched her culinary career. Along with her two French co-authors, whom she met through Le Cercle des Gourmettes, a private cooking club for women in Paris, Child gave American home cooks -- then mostly housewives -- the confidence to expand their palates and stretch their skill sets, transforming what had mostly been viewed as a chore into an outlet for ambition and creativity. Beyond the book's more than 500 recipes, which include now-iconic renditions of boeuf bourguignon and coq au vin, the three women, who worked on their manuscript for a decade and were dropped by their first publisher before signing on with Knopf, compiled an exhaustive pantry section of French ingredients and an extensive illustrated list of equipment, delineating the best pot for every kitchen job. Convinced that home cooks were just as capable of producing technically proficient dishes as chefs, they made room for highly detailed diagrams of knife cuts and instructions on things like how to hold a saute pan while making an omelet -- the sort of advice previously reserved for professional manuals. After becoming a public television star, Child went on to publish almost twenty more books. Still, her first one, a best seller for more than fifty years, remains essential. -- K.W.

Chef Julia Child (left) and her coauthor Simone Beck in the kitchen of Child's house La Pitchoune, in Provence, France, in 1970. Arnold Newman Properties/Getty Images


Nosrat: I think in some ways "Joy of Cooking" is chapter one and "Mastering" is chapter two in the story of how home cooks got access and could teach themselves a repertoire. Many people have the memory of their mom having a dinner party and making that boeuf bourguignon. It really penetrated culture beyond just the New York families who could afford to go to Paris. And there was certainly nobody [in food] on that level on TV before, so in a weird way Julia was her era's version of an influencer.

Concepcion: I think of "Mastering" as the "Sgt. Pepper" of cookbooks. It laid the groundwork for everything that came after and is a reference point, whether authors are trying to move against it or follow in its footsteps.

Headley: Someone once told me, and I don't care if it's true, that Julia Child went to her grave picking out errors in the initial printing -- that she was never satisfied with this beautiful, iconic, perfect book. In my mind, that alone makes it so important.

4. "A Book of Middle Eastern Food" by Claudia Roden, 1968

 Knopf


Half a century ago, as remains the case today, the act of writing about the Middle East was, in Claudia Roden's words, "loaded with explosive emotion." And yet, in her first cookbook -- released in the US in 1972 -- she highlighted the similarities among the region's seemingly disparate cultures with recipes like lentil-and-onion mujadara and date-stuffed ma'amoul cookies. In the process, she also introduced many Westerners to the vibrant food of her youth. Born in Cairo, Roden resettled with her family in London in the 1950s, after they were expelled, along with all Jews, from Egypt. There, she began recording her recipes in an attempt to preserve her heritage. The book presents these dishes in an evocative, lyrical context; introducing her recipe for ta'amia (as falafel is known in Egypt), she recalls visiting relatives who used a rope to lower a basket to the cafe beneath their apartment, where it would be filled with a "haul of fresh ta'amia, sometimes nestling in the pouch of warm, newly baked Arab bread." A revised and expanded version, now titled "The New Book of Middle Eastern Food," was published in 1985, then updated again in 2000, inspiring ever more chefs, including the London restaurateur Yotam Ottolenghi, who counts Roden as a major influence. But at its core, the book remains a love letter from a homesick daughter to her place of birth. -- Jessica Battilana

Author Claudia Roden in her London garden in 2021. Lauren Fleishman for The New York Times


A page from "The New Book of Middle Eastern Food" with instructions for various iterations of chicken kebabs. Knopf. Food photography: Gus Filgate


Mishan: It's a monumental work of scholarship that paved the way for a larger understanding of Middle Eastern food. So often the way foods that aren't from the West enter the West is through hole-in-the wall restaurants and this sort of cheap exoticism. Cookbooks offer something different -- suddenly everyone can cook these dishes at home ... it shifts them from the place of "other" to your own place.

Davis: This was the cookbook that I initially turned to when exploring Middle Eastern cooking, and one of the first cookbooks I ever had. I don't necessarily cook from it often, but I've cooked from it consistently over the years. It's still influencing people.

5. "An Invitation to Indian Cooking" by Madhur Jaffrey, 1973

 Knopf


Madhur Jaffrey, who turned 91 this year, didn't start cooking until she moved from her native Delhi to London in the 1950s to study at the Royal Academy of the Dramatic Arts. She'd grown up in a large, affluent household where meals often emerged from a well-staffed kitchen; in England, craving home cooking, she cobbled together dishes using cryptic three-line recipes from her mother and her own flavor memories. After moving in 1958 to New York, where she found few leading film and theater roles for a flinty, elegant woman of color, Jaffrey started freelance writing and hosting dinner parties that came to the attention of the culinary literati, including the Times food critic Craig Claiborne. Her first manuscript, which would become "An Invitation to Indian Cooking," found its way to Judith Jones, the renowned editor at Knopf. Although it wasn't the first Indian cookbook published in the West, Jaffrey's work was much more approachable than anything that had come before; she applied the careful flexibility she'd learned as a student in London to dishes like keema and whole wheat samosas, introducing a cuisine that was then little known to Western audiences. Onscreen, in films like Merchant Ivory's 1965 "Shakespeare Wallah," Jaffrey could come off as cool and imperious, but on the page (and, later, on her popular BBC cooking show), she was generous and warm. With patience and care, she assured her readers that they could "arrive at the genuine taste of traditional dishes," even if it meant taking, as she had, "a circuitous and unorthodox route." -- Michael Snyder

A 1966 New York Times story featuring Madhur Jaffrey, then best known as an actress, cooking in her Greenwich Village kitchen. Photo: Bill Aller/The New York Times


Davis: Her book made Indian cooking accessible for the home cook who might have tasted Indian food while traveling in New York or London, but didn't have a way to replicate or even approximate tastes they found intriguing. It empowered you to be -- or at least try to be -- a sophisticated home cook.

Mishan: She's a seminal figure for Americans in terms of understanding Indian food. I'm sure it helped that she was this totally glamorous actress.

Comita: Before there were influencers there were movie stars.

6. "Moosewood Cookbook" by Mollie Katzen, 1974

The self-published 1974 version of the "Moosewood Cookbook." Ten Speed Press. Courtesy of Moosewood


Long before "plant-based" entered modern parlance, the Moosewood Restaurant was founded by a group of friends in the snow-belt college town of Ithaca, N.Y. A hub of progressive ideals, its mostly vegetarian menu was -- and remains -- a celebration of local sourcing, community-building and culinary cultural exchange. Crucially, in an era when vegetarian cuisine was dismissed by most Americans as unappealing, wheat-germ-laden health food, meals at Moosewood were actually delicious, so much so that diners regularly requested recipes. So, in 1974, the year after Moosewood opened its doors, one of its founders, Mollie Katzen, gathered a collection of highlights and self-published them as a spiral-bound volume for customers. After the book sold nearly 5,000 copies, Ten Speed Press took notice, acquiring the rights and transforming the small-town favorite into a national phenomenon. Still, "Moosewood" retained its homespun sensibility, with hand-drawn lettering and funky, occasionally incongruous illustrations (the soup section, for instance, is fronted by a sketch of two bare-bottomed cherubs floating in clouds). Eclectic and global in its approach, it showcased lesser-known ingredients through dishes like "Indonesian Gado-Gado" and "Scheherezade Casserole" (with ground soybeans and bulgur). And while politically minded, Moosewood cooks never took themselves too seriously, as evidenced by recipe names like "Montana's Mom's Dynamite Cheesecake." As Katzen wrote in her original introduction, "There is no specific dogma attached to the Moosewood cuisine. It bases itself on wholesomeness." -- Tanya Bush

A spread, featuring two soups, from the first edition of the "Moosewood Cookbook." Ten Speed Press. Courtesy of Moosewood


Nosrat: I live in the Bay Area, where there's a lot of "Moosewood" being referred to and friends reminiscing about how important it was to them when they were living in their college co-op.

Comita: So was California cuisine actually born in upstate New York, a place where local vegetables are crappy three-quarters of the year?

Headley: Tell me about it!

Davis: It really helped put Ten Speed Press [at the time a small Berkeley, Calif., publishing house, now part of Crown Publishing Group] on the map, so its influence also extended to helping establish a cookbook publisher. The editor was instrumental in preserving the aesthetic of what had been a collection of personal recipes -- he said to keep the handwriting, keep the drawings. The publisher in me has to give a shout-out to that.

7. "Jerusalem" by Yotam Ottolenghi and Sami Tamimi, 2012

 Ten Speed Press. Patricia Wall/The New York Times


Perhaps no book has reshaped Western culinary culture over the past 15 years quite so much as "Jerusalem." The book quickly became the darling of cookbook clubs, while also having a profound influence on chefs and restaurants (and not just Middle Eastern ones). Back when it was released, it was sometimes difficult to find the ingredients for the luminous cover recipe of braised eggs with lamb, tahini and sumac, or the poached chicken with sweet spiced freekeh. Now, preserved lemons, harissa and pomegranate molasses are stocked in many supermarkets, thanks in part to the book's success. The authors, Yotam Ottolenghi and Sami Tamimi, grew up in Jerusalem, the former in a Jewish neighborhood and the latter in a Palestinian area across town, but they met as adults working at a restaurant in London, where together they opened the first Ottolenghi deli in 2002. "Jerusalem," their second book together, isn't a definitive guide to their hometown's cuisine, the authors note, but an ode to a place that shaped them as cooks. It's a city that, as they make clear, is as convoluted, passionate and fraught as any on earth. -- J.B.

Pages from a well-used copy of "Jerusalem," featuring seafood-and-fennel soup. Brie Passano for The New York Times


Nosrat: Yotam and Sami brought a generation of Brits and then Americans to za'atar and harissa and pomegranate molasses. They made us comfortable with a type of ingredient and a type of food that didn't really exist in the mainstream before that.

Headley: There are wine bars in New York's Greenwich Village run by young chefs where, I bet if you looked through the vegetable sides on their menu, a significant chunk would derive from "Jerusalem" -- and they might not even know it.

8. "How to Cook a Wolf" by M.F.K. Fisher, 1942

 Daunt Books. Courtesy of the M.F.K. Fisher Estate


When Mary Frances Kennedy Fisher published her first collection of essays, 1937's "Serve it Forth," under the gender-obscuring initials M.F.K., she invented American food writing as we know it, making the case that eating should be a practice rooted in pleasure. Five years later, at the height of World War II, she published "How to Cook a Wolf," a collection of essays and recipes about scarcity. Pleasure, she insisted, among instructions for dishes like sausage pie and the "moist dark loaf" she calls War Cake, was not merely an end in itself but an antidote to hardship. After the war, in the early 1950s, Fisher issued a new edition of her classic text, appending it with humorous marginalia that commented on her misfires as a cook and a writer, revealing a comic capacity to revise and revisit that she would rely upon for the rest of her life. In the conclusion of that addition, she offered what may be the defining axiom of her life: "I believe that one of the most dignified ways we are capable of, to assert and then reassert our dignity in the face of poverty and war's fears and pains, is to nourish ourselves with all possible skill, delicacy and ever-increasing enjoyment." By the time she died in 1992 at 83, she'd published 35 books, but in our era of pandemics and climate crisis, it's her early meditation on frugality and resilience that's emerged as a classic. -- M.S.

Mary Frances Kennedy Fisher -- who wrote as M.F.K. Fisher -- in 1944. (c) 1978 John Engstead/MPTV Images


Comita: This does in some ways feel like the ultimate book for our times -- a manual of how to eat when you're living through an ongoing disaster.

Mishan: I am the biggest M.F.K. Fisher stan ever but I didn't think to include her because I don't think of her as writing cookbooks. But I guess this counts.

Nosrat: There are recipes. And she's just such a good writer.

Mishan: Probably the best food writer there ever was.

9. "The Last Course" by Claudia Fleming with Melissa Clark, 2001

 Random House


Claudia Fleming's dessert cookbook "The Last Course" was out of print for many years -- during which time its cult status, especially among young pastry chefs, only seemed to build. On the internet, well-worn copies were going for hundreds of dollars before the book's reissue in 2019. While she's never been a household name, Fleming, who trained as a ballerina before entering the restaurant world, is considered a visionary: From 1994 to 2002, she was the pastry chef at New York's Gramercy Tavern, where unpretentious creations such as buttermilk panna cotta and coconut tapioca pudding represented a stark departure from the elaborate French confections that'd dominated fine dining until that point. Her debut book, which she wrote with New York Times food reporter and columnist Melissa Clark, is organized by ingredient and guided by the seasons, with the "stone fruit" section offering prune Armagnac bread pudding, and "nuts" featuring a pine nut tart infused with rosemary. The use of herbs and other components then more common to savory dishes was one of Fleming's hallmarks, as reflected in the "vegetable" section, with its candied fennel and sweet-corn ice cream. In the final chapter, Fleming shares how she plays with textures and temperatures to create a three-component plated dessert -- a cheffy style, to be sure, but one she approaches with ease. "I can boil it down to a maxim as simple as this," she writes. "If there's something you like, and you combine it with something else that you like, chances are that you're going to like the result." -- T.B.

A spread from "The Last Course," featuring blueberry cream cheese tarts with graham cracker crust. Random House. Food photography: Dana Gallagher


Headley: I bought this book the day it came out and read it from cover to cover sitting on the street. I still reference it almost every day. I have my original copy that's falling apart in a plastic bag and then, since it's been rereleased, I have multiple new copies lying around. Her desserts have this totally delicious, totally cool, nostalgia-from-the-future kind of thing. There was a point in the early 2000s when almost every restaurant was doing her desserts, including me. I've ripped off all of them, in multiple restaurants.

Mishan: She has a cream cheese ice cream that tastes exactly like cheesecake. That's all I want to eat.

Nosrat: For me the recipe is the buttermilk panna cotta. She created this idea that everything doesn't have to be so sweet. There was a savory aspect to her desserts and a deep devotion to fruit. Before her, in the '90s, dessert was very much a chocolate lava cake -- she just changed that. Even if home cooks don't know her name, if you've eaten in a restaurant in the past 30 years, you've been influenced by Fleming and that book.

Concepcion: Before the rerelease, the first edition was going for, like, $500. It was that rare and that sought-after. Chefs were like, "I will pay."

10. "Land of Plenty" by Fuchsia Dunlop, 2001

 W.W. Norton & Company


In 1994, after two years studying Mandarin, the English writer Fuchsia Dunlop became the first foreigner to enroll at the Sichuan Institute of Higher Cuisine. "Ever since that period of delicious initiation, I have continued to explore the byways of Sichuan Province, researching regional dishes and local culinary traditions," Dunlop wrote in the 2019 reissue of her by-then classic 2001 cookbook "Land of Plenty," now published under the title "The Food of Sichuan." Dunlop positions herself as an eternal student -- not an authority -- and her curiosity and respect for one of China's most important regional cuisines are evident on every page. Writing at a time when the majority of her prospective (i.e., English-speaking) readers knew little if anything of China's culinary diversity, Dunlop didn't settle for simplified versions of Sichuanese flavors to please Western tastes. Instead, she created an encyclopedia that combines readable culinary history and theory with recipes for classics like mapo tofu and the book's now-iconic version of yuxiang qiezi, or fish-fragrant eggplants. "Doing justice in a single book to a cuisine as magnificent, complex and regionally diverse as the Sichuanese remains an impossible task," Dunlop wrote in her 2019 introduction. "I hope this book, for readers of English, will take us a little further along the road." The next year it was published, to great success, in translation in China. -- M.S.

Fuchsia Dunlop chatting with a woman eating on the street in Chengdu, China, circa 2003. Lai Wu


Mishan: She broadened Westerners' ideas about what Chinese food could be. And it's not just a cerebral understanding -- her writing is so vivid. It has all the scents and the sounds of going into the mountains and eating from this enormous platter, big as a satellite dish, completely covered in chili peppers. The way she evokes the color and the taste, you can feel like you're feasting even if you're just reading.

Concepcion: It was the precursor of this huge boom in popularity of Sichuan food in the West. She really captured that. We have people come into the shop and say, I just came back from Chengdu and I really want to create this dish. And that's what this book is for. It's a totem.

11. "Jubilee" by Toni Tipton-Martin, 2019

 Clarkson Potter


The legacy of Black professional cooks, writes Toni Tipton-Martin in the introduction to her 2019 cookbook, has been "overshadowed throughout history by the famous caricatures. You know their names -- Aunt Jemima, Mammy, Uncle So-and-So -- while the names of the women and men who have created so much of American cuisine have been obscured or lost." With "Jubilee," Tipton-Martin, a longtime journalist and a pioneering writer on African American foodways, set out to fix that. Spending "a near fortune" in used and antiquarian book stores, she found nearly 400 American cookbooks written by Black authors dating back to 1827, then adapted their recipes for use today, laying out clear evidence that the country's classics -- pecan pie, macaroni and cheese, crab cakes, biscuits and barbecue sauce -- are the legacy of enslaved Africans and their descendants, who demonstrated immense creativity and skill under the harshest of circumstances. With the breadth of recipes included, Tipton-Martin makes the point that African American food is much more than the "soul" or Southern labels to which it's long been reduced. And alongside her modern-day instructions, she often includes historical recipes (as they were originally written) and, when available, the stories of the men and women who inspired or recorded them. Ultimately, she demonstrates that the best cookbooks can be important texts as much as acts of gratitude. -- K.W.

Toni Tipton-Martin in St. Petersburg, Fla., in 2020. Martha Asencio Rhine/Tampa Bay Times/Zuma Press/Alamy


A recipe for wilted mixed greens with bacon from "Jubilee." Clarkson Potter. Food photography: Jerrelle Guy


Davis: It's fascinating to read because it adds a modern overlay to traditional recipes from early African American culinary talent. Take the pork chops with rich caper lemon sauce recipe, for example. To this traditional dish, she layered in Creole influences from the New Orleans chef Nathaniel Burton and ideas from restaurateur B. Smith. The snippets from legacy recipes she includes are transportive. She's doing for African American cooking traditions what others have done in big encyclopedic cookbooks. And it's also a really beautiful book.

12. "The Cuisines of Mexico" by Diana Kennedy, 1972

 Harper & Row


It's hard to think of a cookbook writer who is more exhilarating -- or more polarizing -- than Diana Kennedy, whose debut book, "The Cuisines of Mexico," established her as an early champion of regional Mexican cookery. Kennedy first moved to Mexico in 1957 with her future husband, The New York Times correspondent Paul Kennedy, relocating to Manhattan eight years later when he was diagnosed with cancer. After he died in 1967, she started offering cooking courses focused on the food that had so enchanted her in Mexico City. Before long, she returned to the country, where she spent much of the next half-century traveling and listening to the stories of cooks -- mostly women, many Indigenous -- and recording their recipes. Famously uncompromising, Kennedy faced, and generally dismissed, frequent concerns about her identity as a white, British woman who'd become a global authority on Mexican cuisine. The author viewed such questions as a distraction from the work of conserving foodways still at risk of disappearing amid urbanization, migration and globalization. In Mexico, Kennedy is held in high esteem, despite her refusal to accept the idea that modernizing or adapting the classics could be both necessary and exciting. Ultimately, she was a great reporter and scholar and a fierce champion of a culinary tradition that the gatekeepers of her time hardly considered at all. -- M.S.

Diana Kennedy at a market close to her home in Zitacuaro, Mexico, in 1990. Paul Harris/Getty Images


Concepcion: Diana Kennedy is such a legendary figure, but I know she's a bit of a controversial figure, at least in our cookbook space. I do hear from a lot of contemporary Mexican or Mexican American writers and chefs that, if they'd been given the chance, they could have written a Mexican cookbook, too.

Davis: I think the point of who gets the mic when and whose voice gets amplified is something that's important to discuss. And I also want to point out that there was a woman named Elena Zelayeta who, starting in the 1940s, published Mexican cookbooks in the U.S. and had a television show. So there were other pioneers who came before Diana Kennedy who were never included in the canon in the way they should have been.

Nosrat: I have a discomfort always with a white person writing about a nonwhite person's stuff, but I've also experienced that a lot of Mexicans that I know, living in Mexico, use and refer to those books and trust her word. I do think she did a good job of faithfully recording what had, before she came along, never been recorded for an English-speaking audience.

Mishan: In some ways it's unfortunate that a couple of these books are presenting non-European cuisines written by people not from those cultures. But we have to take into account the times in which they were written and the fact that these were all people who went deep. They've lived in these countries. They dedicated their lives to these cuisines. I think they're certainly treating them with honor.

13. "Baking with Julia" by Dorie Greenspan, 1996

 Harper & Row


Countless cookbooks promise to equip home bakers with a sense of expertise, but few deliver with the precision and depth of "Baking with Julia," Dorie Greenspan's meticulous companion to Julia Child's 1996 television series of the same name. The book brings together recipes and advice from 27 chefs -- all but one of whom were guests on the show -- to create a comprehensive collection that translates professional know-how into an accessible, step-by-step format. Greenspan's warm, conversational tone guides readers through Nancy Silverton's brioche, Flo Braker's galette dough and Martha Stewart's "exquisitely detailed" wedding cake. "You'll find that puff pastry needn't be intimidating," Greenspan writes before introducing Michel Richard's recipe for a 944-layer pate feuilletee. In the almost three decades since the book debuted, Greenspan -- a gerontology student turned food writer and editor and a longtime friend of Child's -- has evolved into a food media force, with several best-selling cookbooks, the most recent of which is something of a full-circle moment: "Baking With Dorie" (2021), a collection of recipes all her own. -- T.B.

Martha Stewart's wedding cake and marzipan fruits featured in "Baking with Julia." HarperCollins. Food photography: Gentl & Hyers


Headley: This is another one that was huge for me when I first started cooking professionally, which is weird because it's more of a home-cooking book. I learned how to pipe profiteroles from reading about Norman Love's pate a choux.

Nosrat: I've heard many pastry chefs say, "Oh, my dish is straight out of 'Baking with Julia.'"

Davis: It's a classic. I'm not a baker and I have that cookbook.

Concepcion: And I like seeing Dorie Greenspan on this list.

14. "The River Cafe Cookbook" by Ruth Rogers and Rose Gray, 1995

 Matthew Donaldson


Rare is the restaurant that truly endures -- and perhaps even rarer the restaurant cookbook. Yet, more than a quarter-century on, both the River Cafe in London and its published collection of recipes remain as relevant as ever. Ruth Rogers and Rose Gray changed the face of British dining when they opened their own spot in 1987, championing rustic, seasonal Italian cooking and obsessive sourcing long before such things were common. It was peasant food put on a pedestal, glammed up just enough and served in style. The 1995 cookbook remains successful for the same reason the restaurant was: Rogers and Gray's recipes are rooted not in fine dining but in the home kitchens of Italy. Ribollita, spaghetti alle vongole, risotto ai funghi -- these are straightforward dishes that are as satisfying to prepare as they are to eat. "The River Cafe Cookbook" is timeless, and even more useful now that ingredients like stone-ground polenta and salt-packed capers are supermarket staples rather than hard-to-find novelties -- another testament to the chefs' enduring influence. -- A.S.

Rose Gray (left) and Ruth Rogers at The River Cafe in 2004. Jonathan Player for The New York Times


Nosrat: One thing we haven't discussed too much is how cookbooks look -- the design and the photography. To me, this book is iconic from that point of view. I've been spending a lot of time with all the River Cafe books [there have been thirteen published since 1995] as I've been working on my next one.

Davis: That's a good point -- what the look of this book did for the next round of cookbooks, the bar it set.

Nosrat: And there's also the fact that every cook I know has been influenced by them.

Crab pasta from "The River Cafe Cookbook." Ebury Press. Food photography: Martyn Thompson


15. "Diet for a Small Planet" by Frances Moore Lappe, 1971

 Ballantine Books


It was intended to be a wake-up call, not a cookbook. In 1969, after studying crop reports and nutritional tables, Frances Moore Lappe, then a socially minded 25-year-old former community organizer in Berkeley, Calif., came to the conclusion that America had the power to cure the world's hunger crisis if farmers focused on feeding humans rather than on fattening up livestock. Determined to share this knowledge with her peers, she wrote a 70-page booklet laying out her premise, which the publisher Ballantine offered to distribute, asking Lappe to add recipes showing readers how to get enough protein without meat. Shaped by the counterculture's whole-grain, internationally influenced tastes, the dishes she came up with alongside recipe developer Ellen Buchman Ewald, including crusty soybean casserole and peanut-sesame loaf supreme, weren't exactly a culinary step forward. But when "Diet for a Small Planet" was released in 1971, selling 500,000 copies in its first two years, it introduced a new generation to the idea of eating as a political act, galvanizing them to reduce meat consumption and seek out food co-ops. For the latest edition -- the 2021 release honoring the book's 50th anniversary -- Lappe and her daughter, Anna, recruited chefs to revamp and brighten the recipes (Padma Lakshmi contributed her yellow velvet lentil soup). Still, in the author's mind, flavor has always been merely a vehicle for ideas, and her critiques -- of the illusion of scarcity and the environmental impact of meat production, in particular -- are just as resonant today. -- Jonathan Kauffman

Frances Moore Lappe (bottom) with the writer Joseph Collins at their San Francisco nonprofit, Food First, circa 1978. Courtesy of Frances Moore Lappe


Davis: It's a seminal book in terms of linking how we eat and how we take care of the planet, how we think about the environment and our diet.

Concepcion: I had a good time cooking from it when I was in college. There was a corn-pinto bean casserole in there that was rad. I was only vegetarian for two semesters, but it was a wild ride with this book.

16. "The Silver Palate Cookbook" by Julee Rosso and Sheila Lukins, 1982

 Workman Publishing


In the 1980s, Julee Rosso and Sheila Lukins's debut cookbook defined a certain kind of aspirational home cooking, with recipes that launched a thousand yuppie dinner parties. When the two friends opened their Columbus Avenue specialty foods shop in 1977, they introduced a generation of upwardly mobile Manhattanites to such exotica as pesto and raspberry vinaigrette, and their book spread that style nationwide. While some recipes (duck and pear salad with mango chutney dressing; blueberry soup) might feel anachronistic to modern readers, many more of them hold up. In some ways, "Silver Palate" is evidence of how far American home cooking has come: No contemporary food writer would bother to explain, say, what arugula tastes like, largely because Rosso and Lukins did so more than forty years ago. But the duo's most enduring legacy is without a doubt their recipe for chicken Marbella. Redolent of olives, capers, prunes and white wine, it remains a staple of potlucks and Passover seders decades later -- doubtless the reason that dog-eared, balsamic vinegar-stained copies of this book will be passed down for generations to come. -- A.S.

Sheila Lukins (left) and Julee Rosso at their store, the Silver Palate, in New York City in 1979. Jack Manning/The New York Times


Davis: It's the first classic of my generation, the book my peers turned to in the '80s and '90s for things that weren't in "The Joy of Cooking." It has this very utilitarian, approachable quality but also introduced foods from all over the world.

Mishan: Apparently Yoko Ono would order food from the Silver Palate shop!

Comita: For us, "Silver Palate" is so formative, but what would a younger person say about this book? That's a question with a lot of these titles.

Concepcion: There is a certain generation of cookbooks on this list. Evan Kleiman [the L.A. chef, writer and podcaster] calls them the "Boomer books."

Comita: Was that a golden age of cookbooks? Or are we just all of a certain age?

Davis: Obviously we are of a certain age, but I think of influence as having a long tail.

Concepcion: I was also looking at it that way. Like "The Food Lab" (2015) is a great book, but what was it that came before "The Food Lab" that allowed [J.] Kenji [Lopez-Alt] to write that book?

17. "The Art of Fermentation" by Sandor Ellix Katz, 2012

 Chelsea Green Publishing


In 1993, Sandor Ellix Katz moved from New York City, where he'd worked in municipal government and was a member of Act Up, to a queer commune in the hills of Tennessee. His first year farming there, he found himself with a surplus of cabbage and decided to make a batch of sauerkraut. Thus, Katz stumbled into a deep, all-consuming fascination with microbes. In 2012, almost two decades after leaving the city and six years before "The Noma Guide to Fermentation" made microorganisms fashionable, Katz published his seminal book. In its first paragraph, he declares the scope and ambition of his project: "By some estimates, as much as one-third of all food eaten by human beings worldwide is fermented." In the pages that follow, his practical guide expands into a work of culinary anthropology, one that orients the story of how we eat not around seasons or life cycle events or even national culinary traditions, but rather around a chemical process that, he argues, is the basis of life. "Humans did not invent or create fermentation," he writes. "It would be more accurate to state that fermentation created us." -- M.S.

Sandor Katz at home in Tennessee in 2017, making pickled grapes. Kyle Dean Reinford for The New York Times

A batch of Katz's kombucha. Kyle Dean Reinford for The New York Times


Concepcion: You can't talk about food today without talking about fermentation and Sandor Katz.

Headley: I don't do a whole lot of fermentation because my restaurant is in NYC and health codes are very strict, but it's one of my favorite books.

Comita: And it predates the Noma book ["The Noma Guide to Fermentation" (2018)]. ...

Headley: Right. I bet they'd be the first to admit that they were heavily influenced by it.

18. "Nose to Tail Eating: A Kind of British Cooking" by Fergus Henderson, 1999

 Macmillan. Courtesy of St. John


Pork belly, bone marrow, tripe and tongue now appear regularly on restaurant menus. That's due in large part to the influence of the British chef Fergus Henderson's London restaurant St. John and his 1999 cookbook. Originally published in Britain, it's widely considered to be the ur-text of the modern culinary movement of the same name, an exaltation of the glories of organs, off-cuts and the less-loved parts of the animals we eat. Henderson sings the praises of spleen ("a joy to cook with and eat"), calf's heart ("firm and meaty but giving") and pig's tails ("like an ice cream on a stick") with a jaunty British affability. What's most striking about the book is its understated tone, a stark contrast to the machismo that sometimes surrounds this sort of eating in the West. Henderson doesn't claim to be an innovator, or to have invented something new. Rather, he invites us all to appreciate everything that a well-raised animal has to offer, a practice understood around the world and only recently, in some parts, forgotten. As Henderson writes, "If you are going to kill an animal it seems only polite to use the whole thing." -- A.S.

Fergus Henderson with plates of marrow bones and crayfish at his London restaurant St. John, circa 2005. Jonathan Player for The New York Times


Concepcion: Fergus really did kick off the nose-to-tail movement, which I guess is very compartmentalized but I do feel like his idea had a lot of legs.

Headley: It's had a massive influence. There'd be no Momofuku without the ideas from that book.

Concepcion: His type of cooking speaks to me as a form of minimalism -- it was Fergus's declaration of British cuisine and at the same time a direct retort to molecular gastronomy and its squiggles, dots, smears and powders. St. John's most famous dish is roasted bones on a plate with nothing more than a few herbs and toast points.

Smoked eel with bacon and mashed potatoes from "Nose to Tail Eating." Courtesy of St. John. Food photography: Jason Lowe


19. "La Technique" by Jacques Pepin, 1976

 Times Books


"I have often noticed when speaking with people, or teaching a cooking class, that the greatest drawback to a good performance in the kitchen is an inadequate knowledge of basic techniques." So begins Jacques Pepin's "La Technique," the French chef's 1976 step-by-step guide to 170 essential -- to him, anyway -- cooking skills and procedures, accompanied by more than 1,500 photographs. The entries range from the truly basic (holding a knife, cleaning salad greens) to the eminently practical (trussing a chicken, whisking a proper creme anglaise) to those that are of little relevance to today's home cook, but are fascinating nonetheless (carving oranges into decorative baskets, layering a sweetbread terrine). Most cookbooks up until that point assumed a level of culinary knowledge and competency that would hardly be considered "basic" by modern standards. Pepin, who served as personal chef to Charles de Gaulle before coming to the United States, where he famously turned down a job running President Kennedy's White House kitchen in favor of working in menu development for the Howard Johnson's hotel chain, set out to demystify where others aimed to intimidate. His book is less a collection of recipes than a companion text, meant to be cross-referenced whenever an unfamiliar skill threatens to discourage. Has an internet overrun by instructional cooking videos rendered a book like this obsolete? Perhaps. But there is nevertheless something soothing about its usefulness and clarity of purpose. -- A.S.

The chef Jacques Pepin at age 16, preparing a banquet at a hotel in Bellegarde, France. Courtesy of Jacques Pepin


Concepcion: What makes "La Technique" so great are the step-by-step photos of how to break down a squab, how to clean a Dover sole. Now, because of the economics of book publishing, publishers are less likely to allow for six and a half pages on how to truss a chicken. It's so expensive to produce this stuff that it can be challenging for authors to even get photos for every recipe. Today, if you want to know how to break down a leg of lamb, you have to go on YouTube. But I still prefer a picture that allows you to really plot out how you're going to do it, rather than pausing and rewinding a video over and over.

20. "The Zuni Cafe Cookbook" by Judy Rodgers, 2002

 W.W. Norton & Company


Many come to "The Zuni Cafe Cookbook" for the same reason they arrive at the beloved San Francisco restaurant that gave rise to it: for the roast chicken. Whether the bird is eaten on-site or prepared at home, its crisp skin encases juicy meat seasoned all the way through, thanks to Judy Rodgers's method of salting at least a day ahead. But beyond the chicken, the "The Zuni Cafe Cookbook" captures the ingredient-focused seasonality of Northern California cuisine around the turn of the millennium. One of the first "recipes" is a five-page ode to oysters, served "pristine, bracingly cold" with bread and a slab of butter. In the chapters that follow, uncomplicated yet deeply considered methods and presentations are the rule: There are salads of lightly dressed "silky young lettuces," grilled chicken livers threaded on rosemary skewers and four different (remarkably delicious) variations on boiled kale. Only Rodgers could make one so wistful about panade -- essentially stale bread and stewed onions moistened with broth or water -- which she advises baking with sturdy greens and cheese and serving with "freshly cracked black pepper and a glass of red wine." Rodgers came to cooking via a high school year spent in France, during which she lived in the town of Roanne with the Troisgros family, whose restaurant, Les Freres Troisgros, was one of the country's most celebrated at the time. In the cookbook -- the first and only from Rodgers, who died in 2013 at the age of 57 -- she writes of Madeleine Troisgros Serraille, who often cooked dinner for Rodgers, "Her cooking never demanded your attention, it simply kindled conviviality." At the time of its release, the Times review declared "Zuni" to be "this year's best cookbook -- the one people are still likely to be talking about, and cooking from, 20 years down the line." That prediction has undoubtedly proven true. -- Martha Cheng

Zuni Cafe's famous roast chicken, 2006. Kim Kulish/Corbis via Getty Images

Zuni Cafe, 2015. Melina Mara/The Washington Post via Getty Images


Concepcion: "Zuni Cafe" is my personal favorite book of all time.

Nosrat: Judy Rodgers was so true to herself with this book -- it wasn't made for pleasing the sales department. The way she wrote about salt paved the way for me to write about salt.

21. "Japanese Cooking: A Simple Art" by Shizuo Tsuji, 1980

 Kodansha USA


When, in the 1960s, Shizuo Tsuji's father-in-law convinced him to expand what had been a small family cooking school in Osaka into the Tsuji Culinary Institute, an academy for professional chefs, he offered to pay for a trip around the world so that Tsuji, a journalist by trade, could further his own culinary education by eating at all the best restaurants and studying with chefs. Thus began a hugely prolific side career writing books about cooking, travel, and music -- the thirtieth of which, a cookbook published in English and titled "Japanese Cooking: A Simple Art," was instrumental in expanding American ideas about his native country's food. Despite its name, the book was hardly a collection of quick recipes. Famously meticulous, Tsuji cautions readers that tempura batter should be mixed in small batches and left lumpy, lest it toughen, and the book's diagrams, particularly in the section on fish, have the detail and rigor of an anatomy textbook. Still, it's threaded with romance, especially in its descriptions of, for example, persimmons strung "under farmhouse eaves drying in the autumn sun." The book, he writes, is meant to "teach you how to cook in the spirit of Japan," to look at food through the lenses of harmony, seasonality and beauty. -- M.C.

A spread from the cookbook highlighting noodle, tofu and rice dishes. Kodansha USA


Concepcion: I think it was the first Japanese cookbook written by a Japanese person that was influential in bringing that cuisine to Western audiences.

Mishan: No Japanese cookbook has really penetrated the American home-cooking sphere, but if you think about the influence on restaurants in the '80s, in terms of the minimalism and presentation and use of color, it's important to nod to this book.

22. "The French Laundry Cookbook" by Thomas Keller, 1999

 Artisan Books. Photo: David Escalante, courtesy of The French Laundry


In the introduction to his first cookbook, Thomas Keller promises that the recipes are "exact documents of the way food is prepared at The French Laundry," offering a look into the inner workings of his esteemed restaurant in California's Napa Valley. While there are instructions for foie gras torchon, butter poached lobster and his signature "Oysters and Pearls" -- a tapioca sabayon with Osetra caviar -- Keller devotes equal space to the tools of his trade, such as the chinois through which his cooks often pass a puree 20 times or more to achieve "the texture of luxury," as he describes it, and techniques that include extracting chlorophyll from greens to visually brighten sauces. At the time, it was one of the most technically difficult American cookbooks ever published, and its success -- both as a manual for serious cooks and as a status symbol for gastronomic tourists -- opened the door for others to write similar monographs in which complicated, master-level restaurant recipes were celebrated rather than streamlined. Sections of the cookbook, written by the American food writer Michael Ruhlman, profile the French Laundry's purveyors, whose pursuit of perfection rivals Keller's, including a Maine fishmonger and California cheesemaker. Their stories, like the recipes, underscore the book's thesis that care and devotion are essential ingredients. -- M.C.

White truffle oil custard with black truffle ragout from "The French Laundry Cookbook." Deborah Jones, from "The French Laundry Cookbook" by Thomas Keller with Susie Heller and Michael Ruhlman (Artisan Books) (c) 1999

Also from the book, the restaurant's take on fish and chips. Deborah Jones, from "The French Laundry Cookbook" by Thomas Keller with Susie Heller and Michael Ruhlman (Artisan Books) (c) 1999


Nosrat: It introduced a generation of people to a type of cooking that was still new in this country. And I think it was the first very large, very coffee table-worthy, photograph-rich chef's cookbook -- a kind of book that's now ubiquitous.

Headley: It unintentionally galvanized a certain amount of chef bro-ness, especially in New York, but it was influential.

Concepcion: I always argue that [the Chicago chef] Charlie Trotter's books opened the bill before the "The French Laundry" played the headliner, but this is the one that hit.

23. "How to Cook and Eat in Chinese" by Buwei Yang Chao, 1945

 John Day


One of the first women in China to practice Western medicine, Buwei Yang Chao founded a birth control clinic in Beijing in 1925. After settling permanently in the U.S. with her family in the 1930s, during the second Sino-Japanese War, she became a pioneer of a different sort, introducing Americans to the food of her homeland via her seminal cookbook, "How to Cook and Eat in Chinese." In the text -- which coined the terms "stir-fry" and "potsticker" -- her medical training and dry humor combine to yield a delightful matter-of-factness: At one point, she calls for slicing meat 1/16-inch thick ("This needs a lot of patience and skill," she writes, "but most Chinese wives have them") and in another recipe, for raw seafood, she advises that if "there is an epidemic around, cook the fish." The book was translated by her daughter and meddled with by her husband, Yuen Ren Chao, a professor of linguistics at Berkeley, resulting in some quirky recipe titles, like "Mushrooms Stir Shrimps," and explanations that confirm how difficult translation can be: "Roughly speaking, ch'ao may be defined as a big-fire-shallow-fat-continual-stirring-quick-frying of cut-up material with wet seasoning," she explains. "We shall call it 'stir-fry' or 'stir' for short." And she's precise in her descriptions of both Chinese food and culinary culture (including seating chart diagrams), but not overly prescriptive. "All I can do," she says, "is to tell you how we do things in China and why." -- M.C.

An undated clipping of Buwei Yang Chao with her book.


Concepcion: I've only had the pleasure recently of seeing an original copy. This book not only came up with the term "stir-fry" but really introduced the Chinese technique of steaming to a Western audience. It was specifically made for Americans and cooking in American homes. It's definitely a landmark book, though nine out of ten people today wouldn't know it.

24. "Tartine Bread" by Chad Robertson, 2010

 Chronicle Books


Though many now associate the artisanal home bread-baking revival with pandemic-era sourdough, the modern resurgence of interest in naturally leavened breads can be traced back at least a decade earlier, to the release of Chad Robertson's "Tartine Bread." Published eight years after the opening of Tartine bakery -- the destination bread shop in San Francisco's Mission District that has since expanded to 15 locations in California and Seoul -- the book quickly became the go-to text for both home bakers and professionals. Because, as he writes in the introduction, "traditional, intuitive bread making does not lend itself naturally to a written recipe," Robertson instead offers long, contemplative passages on the science of sourdough, advice on nurturing a starter and a guide to the proofing process, accompanied by Eric Wolfinger's moody, soft-edged photography. When baking how-tos are offered, they're exhaustively detailed: The instructions for recreating Robertson's signature loaf -- a basic country style with a supple crumb and a blistered, bien cuit crust -- fill 37 pages. The final chapter, titled "Days-Old Bread," also includes more than 40 traditional-format recipes for fancy sandwiches, sopped-crouton soups, waffles made from leavening and fava bean panzanella. Still, "Tartine Bread" reads less as a cookbook than as a treatise on cultivating intuition and patience with dough. -- T.B.

Step-by-step process photos from "Tartine Bread." Chronicle Books. Food photography: Eric Wolfinger


Nosrat: It changed the relationship that home bakers have to baking bread. It brought a new generation and audience into making sourdough and there's now an entire vocabulary of bread that didn't exist before this book.

Concepcion: It's on every shelf of every baker and bread maker.

25. "Essentials of Classic Italian Cooking" by Marcella Hazan, 1992

 Knopf


When Marcella Hazan, then a newlywed math and science teacher, moved to New York in the 1950s from the Emilia-Romagna region of Italy, she sought out restaurants serving the sort of food she enjoyed at home: lightly sauced pastas, simply cooked meats and seasonal garden vegetables. Instead, she found bad Chianti and an overreliance on spaghetti, and decided she needed to learn to cook. Hazan returned to Italy in the ensuing decade, where she lived in Milan and Rome, expanding her palette beyond her own region's cuisine before establishing herself as a culinary instructor in the States and writing several cookbooks. "Essentials of Classic Italian Cooking" wasn't her first book, but it was her most comprehensive and became her most beloved, the one that opened Americans' eyes to a world beyond red sauce. Hazan popularized classic northern Italian recipes like osso buco, pork braised in milk and Bolognese, which simmers for hours, but perhaps the most enduring recipe in the book is also the simplest: her marinara, composed only of high-quality canned tomatoes, a halved onion and a lot of butter. -- K.W.

Marcella Hazan sampling prosciutto in 1988 with Mike Greco at his deli on Arthur Avenue in the Bronx. Fred R. Conrad/The New York Times


Nosrat: Traveling in Italy, I became interested in all the regional things: How they do it in this and that town? When I came home, everyone was cooking out of the Hazan book and I turned up my nose at it. But then someone made her tomato and butter sauce for me and I was like, "Oh my gosh, it's the essence of the thing!" Her Bolognese is also the Bolognese that people make. Going back to this idea of, "Why do so many cookbooks exist?" It comes down to, "What do I have to say?"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/15/t-magazine/most-influential-cookbooks.html
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Object of Desire


Seduced by a $190 Soap Dispenser

The ceramic vessel made by a former fashion designer has become the hit product at a new shop in Downtown Manhattan.

The dispenser was created for Gem Home, a store and cafe recently opened by the chef Flynn McGarry. It was designed by Shane Gabier, a founder of the label Creatures of the Wind, which closed in 2019. Gem Home



By Misty White Sidell
Object of Desire is a column about particular items that attract cultlike interest.


Nov 15, 2024 at 03:00 PM

The soap dispenser could have looked like anything.

Most important to Flynn McGarry was to have a stylish vessel in keeping with the aesthetic of Gem Home, his new store and cafe in Manhattan. Its customers can nibble on lentils and slabs of parsnip cake at communal farm tables lit by tapered candles or browse shelves bearing a tight selection of comestibles and products like antique cutlery, cloth napkins and glass tumblers imported from Britain.

"My biggest thing was not just selling glass bottles of soap," said Mr. McGarry, 25, a chef since his teenage years whom Vogue has called the Justin Bieber of food.

He went with a ceramic dispenser produced by hand in small batches and made in saturated colors and abstract shapes. Each is filled with a quince-scented soap from Ffern, a luxury fragrance company in Britain, and comes with a refill. A 10-ounce dispenser costs $190, and a 12-ounce version costs $210.

Since Gem Home opened in NoLIta three weeks ago, it has sold 24 dispensers, an average of one a day. (The product is currently sold out; new stock is expected this weekend.)

"I didn't know I wasn't going to be able to keep them on the shelves for more than 25 minutes," Mr. McGarry said. "They're not cheap," he added. But the dispensers have seemed to resonate with people willing to pay a premium for objects aimed at "elevating the most mundane elements of life," as he put it.

Created by Shane Gabier, a fashion designer turned ceramic artist, the dispensers are an offshoot of a version he made for the bathroom at Gem Home, which is attached to a wall to prevent people from stealing it. Mr. Gabier is also making a wall soap dispenser for the bathroom at Gem Wine, Mr. McGarry's wine bar on the Lower East Side.

The dispensers are part of a tight selection of products sold at Gem Home, which also includes comestibles like jams and antique cutlery.  Sean Davidson


Mr. Gabier, 50, took up ceramics after he and Chris Peters, his life partner, shuttered their fashion brand Creatures of the Wind in 2019. Their label was known for clothes that played with colors and proportions, and Mr. Gabier said that some of the references that had inspired its collections -- which included paintings by Josef Albers and designs by Ray Eames and Ettore Sottsass -- also informed his ceramics.

In addition to soap dispensers, Mr. Gabier makes bookends, light fixtures, vases and platters, some of which Gem Home sells as well. His products are also sold at Quarters, a store in TriBeCa, and at galleries like Pierre Yovanovitch in Paris and Spartan Shop in Portland, Ore.

Though the dispenser was not in stock during the lunchtime rush at Gem Home on Wednesday, the object was present in the minds of several customers who had heard of it or seen photos on social media.

Ali Neilon, 28, a merchandiser at Marc Jacobs, learned about the dispenser on TikTok. "They're so eye-catching and intriguing," she said while buying lunch to take back to her office. "In a basic bathroom, it's something that feels like an art piece."

Nikolaj Hansson, 30, the founder of Palmes, a tennis-inspired clothing line, offered a similar description. "It's kind of like a sculpture," said Mr. Hansson, who was visiting New York from Denmark. He added that Mr. Gabier's logo-less dispenser stood apart from others bearing names like Aesop or Le Labo.

"Soap dispensers are normally branded," he said. "They are almost a cultural position: I have this soap therefore this is who I am."

The nascent interest in the dispenser was familiar to Sabrina De Sousa, 40, a founder of the restaurant Dimes on the Lower East Side. She has sold more than 1,000 of a $120 color-blocked pepper mill since releasing the product in 2017.

Ms. De Sousa said that both her pepper mill, which was inspired by sticks painted by the artist Andre Cadere, and Mr. Gabier's dispenser were grounded in the same approach: "It's taking a common utilitarian object and making it beautiful."

She became aware of the dispenser through an Instagram post by Mr. Gabier, whom she recently asked to make ceramic tiles for her home. He had to defer the request, partly because he was too busy making the soap dispensers.

"It was a matter of time before he made something that really clicked," Ms. De Sousa said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/15/style/soap-dispenser-gem-home-flynn-mcgarry.html
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Glitz, Glamour and Trash-Talk at the 'Ultimate Fantasy Competition'

A fantasy football championship featured YouTubers, comedians and athletes, with ESPN's Stephen A. Smith as its guest of honor.

Among the internet personalities on hand to compete for the PrizePicks World Championships this weekend in Atlanta were Trent Attyah, Druski and BenDaDonnn, and they were interviewed by the event's host, Jason Zone Fisher. Kendrick Brinson for The New York Times



By Calum Marsh
Reporting from Atlanta


Nov 18, 2024 at 08:46 PM

It was late Sunday evening at Pullman Yards, a former fertilizer plant and industrial complex that now serves as an entertainment venue on the east side of Atlanta, and the YouTuber Kyle Forgeard's path to victory in a glammed-up fantasy football championship was narrowing.

Rubi Rose, a rapper and internet personality from Lexington, Ky., had established a commanding lead as the Bengals-Chargers game barreled toward halftime, and Mr. Forgeard's chances of winning back-to-back championships, which seemed good earlier that day, were fading.

Mr. Forgeard, who is known for his pranks and podcasts as part of the group the Nelk Boys, sat on a plush black leather sofa watching an enormous television screen, his eyes fixed in earnest concentration, as people buzzed around him. Nearby was Arthur Kulik, known as Jimmy Gambles, who is Mr. Forgeard's right-hand man and his closest adviser in the game.

"I don't know about the other teams, but this is very serious to me," Mr. Forgeard said. "I want to repeat. I'm trying to win."

That was the scene at the second annual PrizePicks World Championships, an event billed as the "ultimate fantasy competition" in which celebrity-led teams go head-to-head in a daylong contest of daily fantasy football skill.

Kyle Forgeard of the Nelk Boys won last year's event and was hoping to repeat.  Kendrick Brinson for The New York Times


The event was not limited to the fantasy football games, with other people playing poker and enjoying the DJ. Kendrick Brinson for The New York Times


Trying to capitalize on the lucrative and sometimes contentious world of online gambling and fantasy sports, PrizePicks assembled a roster of celebrities, athletes and influencers to compete in the splashy event, which lasted hours and featured a barrage of nightclub-style lights and music. It was attended by an invite-only guest list of more than 350 local V.I.P.s.

The evening's top prize: $100,000 in cash.

"We try to do all of this within our app, but bringing people together in person like this is awesome to see," Marcus Sanford, the chief financial officer of PrizePicks, said during the event. "This is great for our community."

Daily fantasy sports, a fast-paced alternative to traditional season-long leagues, involve drafting a team of professional players and competing against others based on the results of a day of games. In a market worth billions of dollars, daily fantasy games have been characterized by some critics as venues for "rampant exploitation." But they continue to grow.

"It's honestly what got me back into watching football," Sean O'Malley, a professional mixed martial artist and former U.F.C. bantamweight champion, said of daily fantasy games. Mr. O'Malley, decked out in a fluorescent pink suit and a raft of necklaces, was on hand as one of the event's celebrity contestants, though by midway through the night it was clear he was not doing well.

"The thing is, you don't need to know a ton to play," he said. "The more educated you are about sports, obviously, the more educated your picks will be. But I don't watch every game and I don't know every player. It's still fun to play."

The event had the atmosphere of a carnival. In addition to the towering screens on either side of the cavernous room, there were poker and pool tables, Xbox consoles and photo op stations. Burgers and chocolate chip cookies circulated on trays, and an open bar had the alcohol flowing as a DJ blasted tunes from 21 Savage and Drake. The dress code was modern and chic, verging on outlandish: Ultrarare Nike sneakers were juxtaposed with mini skirts and tracksuits, letterman jackets and custom jerseys.

The U.F.C. fighter Sean O'Malley teamed up with B.T. Hale, a social media manager from Dallas. Kendrick Brinson for The New York Times


Fantasy football was the reason for the event, but the whole thing played out more like a party. Kendrick Brinson for The New York Times


The youthful vibe was no accident: It was part of an attitude of vibrant, contemporary revelry that PrizePicks has consciously cultivated, both in its advertising and in how it positioned the event. PrizePicks invited influencers -- like the streamer Sketch and the comedian Druski -- whose audiences skew young and whose content is upbeat and unconventional.

The influencers spent the evening partying rowdily and trash-talking one another from across the room.

"Everybody that works at PrizePicks is in their late 20s and early 30s, and they understand what I do and the power of social media," Druski, whose real name is Drew Desbordes, said. "They understand that you have to let the people who are your brand ambassadors be themselves when they're promoting the brand. I think that's the best way to get content out of people with a huge following -- just let them do what they do best."

Each of the celebrity contestants had a teammate: an ordinary fan selected to be flown out to Atlanta to participate in the championships. The fans were drawn from all over the country, and each one was a self-professed daily fantasy sports obsessive, ready and eager to put their skills to the test.

B.T. Hale, a social media manager from Dallas, was selected to join Mr. O'Malley's team after submitting a video that included a personal plea. Mr. Hale had recently participated in another fantasy sports contest over the summer, one with a $1 million prize, and his picks had been a bust. "I had a chance to win a million bucks and I blew it," he said. "I told Sean in the video that no one's ever come back from a loss like that before, and I wanted to be the one to do it."

The comedian Druski said PrizePicks did a good job of letting their brand ambassadors be themselves. Kendrick Brinson for The New York Times


The contestants were vying for $100,000 and the PrizePicks World Championship trophy.  Kendrick Brinson for The New York Times


Dressed in a flowing fur coat and a cowboy hat, Mr. Hale seemed like an appropriate fit as Mr. O'Malley's teammate -- a bit of sartorial symmetry that Mr. Hale acknowledged. "He kind of reminds of me of me, the larger-than-life style and personality," he said. Basking in the excitement of the event with his younger brother, whom he brought along as his guest, Mr. Hale said it didn't matter whether he and Mr. O'Malley won. "Even if I don't win a dollar, the blessings that have flowed to me just from being here have been amazing," he said.

Mattua Bright, a transportation coordinator for the U.S. Army, was selected to be Mr. Forgeard's teammate after making the case that he was one of the Nelk Boys' biggest and most dedicated fans. Mr. Bright took leave from service at Fort Liberty in North Carolina to come to the championships, and wandering the purple carpet, he looked wide-eyed and ecstatic, soaking in the bright lights.

Asked what he would do if he won the $100,000 prize, Mr. Bright said he would "invest it in real estate and crypto," adding, "You've got to have financial freedom."

During halftime, an emcee, fighting to be heard over the din of the crowd, summoned considerable enthusiasm to introduce the night's guest of honor, the sports commentator Stephen A. Smith. "You've covered every kind of sporting event all across the country," the emcee said, beaming. "And now the PrizePicks World Championships -- there's a lot at stake here, too."

Mr. Smith was genial and witty in his short speech, welcoming each of the celebrity contestants and tendering a few tentative predictions about who would come out on top. Afterward, he watched the event unfold from a couch in the center of the room, closely guarded by security personnel but indulging requests from fans to take selfies and shake hands.

Asked about the appeal of the event, Mr. Smith took a moment to consider. "Well, any time you're talking about a $100,000 prize, obviously that's attractive," he said. "It ain't Oprah giving out a car back in the day, but it's pretty damn close."

The ESPN star Stephen A. Smith was the event's guest of honor. Kendrick Brinson for The New York Times


The rapper Rubi Rose came out on top, besting Mr. Forgeard and taking home the $100,000 prize and the trophy. Kendrick Brinson for The New York Times


As the game entered its final minutes, it became clear that Rubi Rose would prevail over Team Forgeard, quashing his hopes of repeating last year's victory. The night before the event, PrizePicks presented Mr. Forgeard with a custom purple blazer -- a reference to the green sports coat awarded to the winners of the Masters golf tournament -- at a dinner held in his honor, and it was Mr. Forgeard's ambition to secure another one. Ms. Rose, however, was fated to take it home.

She celebrated her victory in the center of the room, twerking before a cheering audience to the deafening roar of DJ Khaled's "All I Do Is Win." She was presented with a gold trophy in the shape of a football -- as well as the promise of the $100,000 cash prize.

"Listen, Team Rubi, period," Ms. Rose said proudly, showing off a line of successful picks on the gaming app on her phone. "Lock in with me, y'all."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/18/style/prize-picks-world-championships.html
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critic's notebook


Musk and Trump, a Bond Made in Merch

Get ready for the DOGE store.

Elon Musk wearing the black "Make America Great Again" cap he favors. Alex Brandon/Associated Press



By Vanessa Friedman
The author has covered political image-making and its influences since Bush vs. Gore, including Volodymyr Zelensky and his olive green T-shirt and the appearance (and reappearance) of the white pantsuit.


Nov 15, 2024 at 10:04 AM

The bond between Elon Musk and President-elect Donald J. Trump is built not only on their shared interests in limited government, social media and golf, but also, it seems, on their common affinity for merch.

Not long after Mr. Trump's announcement that Mr. Musk would join Vivek Ramaswamy as co-leaders of a new department of government efficiency, or DOGE, Mr. Musk took to X to let his approximately 204 million followers know: "The merch will be fire." (Actually he wrote "the merch will be," followed by three fire emojis, but we are paraphrasing.)

Even before it was clear what form the DOGE would take and before any staff members had been hired, Mr. Musk was thinking about the brand extensions. There have always been government souvenirs, including White House M&Ms and a House of Representatives brooch, but this was taking the promise of political shopping to a new level.

Merchandise has always been a part of Mr. Musk's empire-building, just as it has been part of Mr. Trump's. Mr. Musk's rocket company, SpaceX, has a digital storefront that sells assorted T-shirts (among other offerings), notably the "Occupy Mars" style that Mr. Musk often wore while stumping for Mr. Trump and various "Starship" logo looks, as well as other accessories. X has its own shop, featuring black-on-black logo caps and T-shirts that look a lot like the black "Make America Great Again" caps that Mr. Musk favors.

Mr. Musk speaking at a rally in Pennsylvania in October, alongside Donald Trump. Carlos Barria/Reuters


Even the Boring Company, Mr. Musk's tunnel venture, has merch, most famously a fragrance called Burnt Hair that was introduced in 2022 for $100 a bottle with the tag line "the essence of repugnant desire." The first drop of 10,000 bottles sold out in hours, according to news reports. (It is also currently sold out.) And Tesla has its own apparel and lifestyle collections, including a Foundation series of tees that Mr. Musk also wore on the campaign trail.

Merch has been a hallmark of Mr. Trump's career as well. Not just Trump company-branded merch like ties and wine or Mar-a-Lago merch or campaign merch, but merch that furthers the narrative of his quest for power: sneakers with a map of the "Trump Nation" red states, gold watches and superhero NFTs.

Like Mr. Musk, Mr. Trump also has perfumes, including Fight Fight Fight cologne that comes in a box featuring the famous image of Mr. Trump with a raised fist. Like Mr. Trump, Mr. Musk also has sneakers: SpaceX-branded lace-ups.

 Isaiah J. Downing/Reuters

 Jeenah Moon/Reuters

 Michelle Gustafson for The New York Times


And it is not just Mr. Trump. Melania Trump, has her own line of merch, which has included necklaces, Christmas tree decorations, her recent memoir (the one Mr. Trump plugged in his victory speech in the wee hours after the election) and, most recently, "On the Move," a digital book of photographs of her that costs $195.

That's pricey, but in the end, the revenue -- which is probably negligible in the grand scheme of things -- is less important than the strategy behind the products. Namely, what it reveals about Mr. Trump's and Mr. Musk's ability to create and reinforce community, and how that relates almost to a cult of personality. It's the core of the MAGA hat's appeal and why the sea of red at so many Trump rallies was such a striking image.

Campaign merch as a form of public commitment, designed to create and reinforce community.  Doug Mills/The New York Times


Merch, which is easy to discount as cheap souvenirs, is a badge of membership in a group, a symbol of belonging that can be worn out into the world to create the appearance of support. It's both an access point and a sign of fealty, a de facto uniform and visual proof that there is a group of people literally buying into a proposition. It's a form of public commitment that is especially personal, because it goes on the body. One that both Mr. Musk and Mr. Trump know how to employ.

There's a reason the fan club Tesla Owners of Silicon Valley (founded in 2018 and with 6,000 members in the San Francisco Bay Area alone, according to John Stringer, its president) noticed when Mr. Musk wore his SpaceX sneakers and posted a picture on X with the line "Wonder where we can get them?"

Mr. Stringer, who works in finance and technology (and said he helped found the group because of his own life-changing experience with a Tesla), said that members often wore SpaceX merch and other Musk-related gear as a gesture of allegiance to the values Mr. Musk represents.

There are, after all, places where cars (and rocket ships, for that matter) cannot go. But clothes? They can carry a message pretty much everywhere.

Indeed, if Mr. Musk -- whose personal style veers between "Maverick"-esque aviator jackets and the black suit jacket, jeans and gothic-font MAGA cap -- has a sartorial signature, it is his commitment to wearing his own merch, particularly the T-shirts but also the shoes and his Tesla Giga Texas belt buckles. He's pretty much a walking advertisement, both for his brands and for the idea of dispensing with old-fashioned strictures about what a businessman should or should not wear. Why waste time thinking about fancy tailoring when you can throw on a T-shirt that tells the world you are thinking about colonizing Mars?

Mr. Musk wore a Tesla Cybertruck T-shirt to an event at the Museum of Modern Art in Manhattan in April. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


(Mr. Musk did don a suit and tie to spend election night with Mr. Trump at Mar-a-Lago.)

It's little wonder that the promise of DOGE merch was met with a fair amount of excitement among Mr. Musk's fans. A day or so after Mr. Musk's original post, there were 22,000 comments under his merch statement, most of them eager to acquire.

"I'd certainly buy stuff," posted Billy Markus, the founder of Dogecoin (Mr. Musk's pet cryptocurrency).

'I'll take a hat," another user wrote.

All of which suggests that this may be simply the beginning of the "merching" of this particular presidency, along with all of the agendas involved. It's one way to sell an idea, anyway.
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How Did Fans Dress for Tyler, the Creator's L.A. Carnival?

Crowds filled Dodger Stadium for Camp Flog Gnaw, showing off their street style best.

Dante, Eleshia and Kaliyah Young were among the people who put a lot of thoughts into their outfits for Camp Flog Gnaw in Los Angeles this weekend.



By Frank Rojas
Photographs by Maiwenn Raoult
Frank Rojas and Maiwenn Raoult reported outside Dodger Stadium on the second day of the festival.


Nov 18, 2024 at 05:59 PM

Over the weekend, Dodger Stadium transformed into a carnival of sorts.

Camp Flog Gnaw, created and curated by the Grammy-winning artist Tyler, the Creator, hosted its annual two-day music festival at the stadium with more than two dozen acts, including Andre 3000, Erykah Badu and the singer-songwriter Omar Apollo.

This was the 10th edition of the festival, which began in 2012 but took a hiatus from 2020 to 2022 because of the pandemic. It was originally called the OFWGKTA Carnival -- named for the full name of Tyler, the Creator's group at the time, Odd Future Wolf Gang Kill Them All -- and was held in the parking lot of the Novo (formerly Club Nokia) before evolving into the current spectacle of Camp Flog Gnaw.

The styles varied greatly among attendees at the event, which was held at Dodger Stadium.


Getting your look just right for an event in which fashion played nearly as large a role as music.


Tickets for this year's event, which started at $372 for a two-day pass, sold out within hours. But securing admission was just the first hurdle, with the second being what the attendees should wear. Many went with selections from Tyler, the Creator's Golf Wang-branded clothing, with plenty of people wearing oversized pants, fuzzy hats and business casual attire in a nod to "Chromakopia," the artist's new album, which was released last month.



Lex Cuttino

Dispensary Manager, 26





What inspired your look today?

You know, everything about Tyler is just colorful. So I decided to do something in that nature.

What made you want to pair a onesie underneath?

It's a lingerie set that has garnets on it and everything. I just wanted something comfortable because I wanted to wear my pants open. So I needed like a onesie or something underneath.

What's tied this entire look together for you?

Probably my shoes. They're a little dirty, but they're Converse. Also my teeth gems. In Desert Hot Springs I have a girl that does them and I just asked her to slap them on because at night time they just glisten. They're like a glow stick.



Taji Flowers

College Student, 19



What inspired your look today?

So I got Skims on, which I'm addicted to and Sambas. I was just going for chill, comfy, cute.

Tell me about your hat.

This is actually my friend's hat. He let me borrow it so I'm taking care of it and it has his initials on the side. I like the hat because this is actually my first time in L.A. I'm from Detroit so I was just searching up how people in L.A. dress before coming out here.



Sin Hua and Myra Hua with their children

Body Piercer, 40, and Tooth Gem Business Owner, 40





What inspired the mask today?

Mr. Hua: I'm here to chew up rap snitches.

Ms. Hua: They're doing a tribute for MF Doom today.

Tell me about your teeth.

Ms. Hua: I do tooth gems, the process is really quick and painless. It stays on, I think, better than grills.



Isaiah Garrett and Destiny Eggleston

Audio Engineer, 22, and Retail Analyst, 22





Where did you get most of your pieces from?

Ms. Eggleston: Mostly online, like Instagram shops. I try to shop for small businesses and promote them. I also just really love fashion. I majored in fashion in school, so I just threw all of this together because I thought it was cute.

What's the most prized possession of your look?

Mr. Garrett: Honestly the shirt I have underneath this sweatshirt. There's a lot going on with it.

Ms. Eggleston: Mine is my bag because I forgot my purse and I had to innovate with a bag that matched my outfit. It's Crown Royal.

Mr. Garrett: She's a little more creative than me.



Tiffany Reglos and Erika Palmares

Owns Aesthetician Business, 23, and Medical Assistant, 23



How did your outfit come together?

Ms. Reglos: I was going for more street style. I thrifted most of my stuff. I got thrifted pants and a thrifted belt. The shirt was actually bought from a small business. I like to support small businesses and I just wanted to go more hip-hop.

Ms. Palmares: I thrifted these boots and I got these fur leg warmers on Amazon. The weather is kind of everywhere today and I can just take off the puffer jacket and put it on later.



Isaac Ramirez and Dailene Gonzalez

In-N-Out Employee, 19, and Panera Bread Employee, 19





Tell me about your jewelry.

Mr. Ramirez: So the jewelry we got going on right here is from Hard Jewelry. And I got this chain from the pop up shop and then this leather piece is from my dad. And then the rings she got me one when we first got together, it's silver.

Tell me about your outfit.

Ms. Gonzalez: Well I also have some Hard Jewelry. The leather jacket was thrifted. Most of my outfit is thrifted, like the belt is from the Goodwill bins in L.A. and then I have fishnets from a random Walmart. And then Converse are, of course, for Tyler.



Phoenix Hodges and Mikayla Hodges

College Student/Musician, 22, and High School Student, 16



Where did you start when coming up with this outfit?

Mr. Hodges: I was just trying to color coordinate. I started with the shoes, and I basically built off around that. I like preppy style especially being in college and all.

Ms. Hodges: I love scrolling on Pinterest. So my whole outfit is mainly based off of that, with ballet flats.




Leo Huerta and Annaahy Romero

Caregiver, 23, and Assistant Manager at Dispensary, 23





Where did you get all these pieces from?

Ms. Romero: I got my Vans for some comfort with my fluffy socks. The skirt is from Shein and the top is from the Alameda swap meet. The hat I made from little cuffs and I cut it up to make it into a hat.

Tell me about your nails.

Ms. Romero: I did them myself about four days ago. I really wanted to go with something that was close to my heritage, and next month is the Virgen De Guadalupe's day and I want to be ready.



Camila Gallardo and Io Gonzalez

Works at Nonprofit, 24, and Bartender, 24





What inspired your look?

Ms. Gallardo: I'm here to handle business -- it's "Chromakopia" time. Yesterday I also came in kind of business casual. I feel like that's the energy for the weekend. So I tried to do the best I could in a different style. Most of this is thrifted and a bit from Amazon. This business set is from Misguided and the shoes are Converse All-Stars.

Ms. Gonzalez: Honestly, mostly the coloring of it, the brown with the blues. It gave off some of Tyler's old albums. So I went off with that, and then the pants just matched.




Tristan Wolf

High School Student, 15



Tell me about your look.

Today, I went over to my friend's house, and I had just some jeans and a sweatshirt, so I just took that off, and I just put a tank top under for the Playboi Carti mosh pit today.

You brought white shoes to a mosh pit?

They're just like beaters so it's OK. I'm also going to be in my white tank later because it's going to get really sweaty in the crowd later.



Jacob Ricci

Nordstrom Employee, 21





Tell me about your outfit.

The shirt is from Nordstrom, the pants are from Nordstrom and the shoes are from Nordstrom. The jewelry though is from a bunch of places. The pins are from Amazon low key. The nails are from Four Seasons Nail Salon in Salt Lake City. I wanted a little bit of some metallic silver.

What tied the outfit for you all together?

This red vintage sweater.

How tall are you? I'm 6-foot-2 but I'm wearing some platforms so I'm like 6-foot-4 with them, I think.
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Eli Zabar's Substack Night

A food king of Manhattan welcomes the newsletter crowd to a party celebrating the 50th anniversary of his Upper East Side cafe.

"This crowd here tonight," Eli Zabar said, "they remind me of the same people I had back when I started." Nina Westervelt for The New York Times



By Alex Vadukul



Nov 14, 2024 at 10:24 PM

Eli Zabar, the longtime king of a Manhattan food and delicatessen empire, teamed up with the online newsletter platform Substack on Tuesday night to celebrate the 50th anniversary of his Upper East Side cafe E.A.T.

As a jazz trio played, servers moved across the checkered floor carrying trays of mini brioche egg salad sandwiches and chopped liver on raisin nut bread. The place filled with writers who specialize in all kinds of topics, from politics to sex, from food to finance.

Mr. Zabar, 81, snatched an egg salad sandwich from a moving tray and tasted it for quality control. He explained that he had decided to throw the party with Substack as a throwback to the cafe's early days, long before a turkey club at E.A.T. cost $32, when it served as a canteen to the neighborhood's creative crowd.

"Back then, this area of the Upper East Side was an underdeveloped wasteland," Mr. Zabar said. "My early customers were writers, artists and gallerists. People like Richard Avedon, Wayne Thiebaud, Leo Castelli and Nora Ephron."

"William Shawn and Lillian Ross, they were here every afternoon," he said, referring to the fabled former editor of The New Yorker and one of the magazine's star writers. "They'd sit in a corner talking for hours. I called them Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir."

"This crowd here tonight," he continued, "they remind me of the same people I had back when I started."

The fashion writer Leandra Medine Cohen. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


The critic Natasha Stagg. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times

Nancy Rommelmann, the writer of the newsletter Make More Pie. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Laura Bassett, center, talks with fellow guests. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Among the guests were the election forecaster Nate Silver, the style writer Leandra Medine Cohen, the investigative journalist Vicky Ward and the chef Clare de Boer. There was also a bounty of politics writers, including David Nir, Ross Barkan and Michael C. Moynihan.

"Lots of these writers are new names to me," admitted Mr. Zabar, whose gourmet businesses include the restaurant Eli's Table and the grocery store Eli's Market. "But ever since it was brought to my attention, all I hear now is 'Substack, Substack, Substack.'"

While sipping wine and craft beer, some of the writers reflected on how last week's election of Donald J. Trump has affected their newsletters. Noah Kumin, the editor of the Substack journal Mars Review of Books, said he had recently written "an anti-alarmist argument."

"My belief is that no matter your political beliefs, you should be happy right now," Mr. Kumin said. "Trump is going to do exactly what he did last time, which in reality was very little in my opinion. I argue that if you're left wing, you've got nothing to fear, and that if you're right wing, you can say to yourself that in 40 years, maybe you'll finally get Barron Trump as your philosopher king."

Laura Bassett, a former editor in chief of Jezebel who writes the Substack newsletter Nightcap, posted an opinion piece on Tuesday that was critical of the president-elect's cabinet picks. "His voters thought they were voting for an anti-establishment figure," she said. "But instead they've been hoodwinked, and they're going to get everything they voted against."

Across the room, two journalists who focus on sex and culture, Magdalene J. Taylor and Camille Sojit Pejcha, were deep in conversation.

"I definitely have some drafts right now where I'm trying to figure out what's happened with sex in regards to the political sphere since the election," said Ms. Taylor, who writes the newsletter Many Such Cases. "Especially the post-election interest in the 4B movement, which involves women withholding sex."

Noah Kumin, center, the editor of the newsletter Mars Review of Books. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Camille Sojit Pejcha. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times

Magdalene J. Taylor. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


The cartoonist Jason Chatfield sketched some of the guests. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Ms. Pejcha, whose Substack is called Pleasure-Seeking, had just published a piece that day arguing that the 4B movement, which first emerged in South Korea, was not necessarily empowering to women.

"My concern is it gives the sense of collective action and political organization," Ms. Pejcha said, "but I worry that this feeling of solidarity also makes people less motivated to do the real political organizing now needed to improve our predicament."

As the night waned, the critic Natasha Stagg was hanging out beside E.A.T.'s to-go aisle, which offered pints of matzo ball soup and whitefish salad sandwiches.

Ms. Stagg, the author of the newsletter Selling Out, said that she had not written about the election and didn't plan to. As she took in the scene, she considered Mr. Zabar's effort to recreate a bygone Manhattan literary era with Substack's help.

"It does feel like everyone now is trying to recreate things that can't be recreated," Ms. Stagg said. "And it feels like everybody is a writer now. But the idea of trying to recreate a salon for writers and intellectuals, I don't think it can really work."

"Tonight's party is also all about networking," she said. "That's not what Susan Sontag or The Paris Review were about. They did not care about how many followers they had."

The Chuck Braman Trio helped set the mood. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times
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