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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Live updates: Matt Gaetz withdraws bid to be attorney general in Trump administration
        Washington Post staff

        Get the latest news on the transition to the new administration of President-elect Donald Trump and a new Congress.

      

      
        Police records reveal new details about sexual assault allegation against Pete Hegseth
        Danielle Paquette, Jonathan O'Connell

        The incident has roiled Donald Trump's transition team since the former president announced Hegseth as his pick for defense secretary.

      

      
        Rep. Nancy Mace finally mastered the right-wing media universe
        Philip Bump

        All it took was abandoning her past positions and targeting a marginalized newcomer to Congress.

      

      
        Should a lame-duck Congress confirm judges? Yes for us, no for you.
        Glenn Kessler

        Four years ago, GOP leader John Thune celebrated the seating of 14 judges after Trump lost the election; now he and Trump protest when Democrats use the same playbook.

      

      
        Who is Linda McMahon? Trump donor, WWE co-founder is education secretary pick.
        Niha Masih

        The 76-year-old, who has donated tens of millions of dollars to Donald Trump's campaigns over the years, co-chairs the transition team.

      

      
        Senate Democrats force Israel weapons vote, citing Biden inaction
        Abigail Hauslohner

        The Senate ultimately voted down the measure, brought by Sen. Bernie Sanders and Democratic allies, to block the sale of some U.S.-made weapons to Israel.

      

      
        House panel was told Gaetz paid two women $10,000, in part for sex
        Jacqueline Alemany, Liz Goodwin, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Meryl Kornfield, Marianna Sotomayor

        The House Ethics Committee declined to release its report on sexual misconduct allegations against President-elect Donald Trump's pick for attorney general.

      

      
        Speaker Johnson restricts use of Capitol bathrooms by transgender people
        Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro

        The rule change is announced about two weeks after Democrat Sarah McBride of Delaware became the first openly transgender individual elected to Congress.

      

      
        Vance seeks to build support among senators for Matt Gaetz as attorney general
        Justine McDaniel, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news on the transition to the new administration of President-elect Donald Trump and a new Congress.

      

      
        What to know about Matt Gaetz's investigation, sexual misconduct allegations
        Mariana Alfaro

        The allegations Matt Gaetz has faced, the House Ethics Committee's report, and how members of Congress are reacting to him being picked to be attorney general.

      

      
        Trump picks people who worked on Project 2025 despite distancing himself
        Patrick Svitek

        Donald Trump has announced the choices for his administration after saying he had "no idea" who was involved with the policy blueprint coordinated by the conservative Heritage Foundation.

      

      
        Republicans in North Carolina pass sweeping changes to consolidate power
        Patrick Marley

        The last-minute inclusions strip the incoming Democratic governor and attorney general of significant authority before the GOP loses its supermajority.

      

      
        Ga. election workers ask court to punish Giuliani for more false claims
        Spencer Hsu

        Two Georgia election workers want a judge to force Rudy Guliani to stop repeating false claims that resulted in a $148 million judgment against him.

      

      
        No Trump administration pick is viewed positively by most Americans
        Philip Bump

        Views of Trump's administration picks are mixed, but many Americans simply have no opinion.

      

      
        Trump taps Matthew Whitaker, former acting attorney general, for NATO ambassador
        Justine McDaniel, Ellen Francis

        Whitaker has little to no experience in security or foreign policy, both of which are central to the NATO role.

      

      
        Mandate? Fuller election results increasingly show GOP gains were small.
        Aaron Blake

        A holistic look -- down to the state legislative level -- reinforces that early Trump and GOP claims to a huge "mandate" were overblown.

      

      
        Economy and discontent were too much for Harris to overcome, advisers say
        Dan Balz

        In analyzing the loss, Harris's team also credits the Trump campaign with reaching sporadic voters, especially young men, through new media channels.

      

      
        How 2024 may shift our understanding of the political generation gap
        Philip Bump, Lenny Bronner

        Data from the election remains incomplete, but we can already assess how the generational divide has changed -- and how it hasn't.

      

      
        Antiabortion groups plan new crackdowns, emboldened after election
        Caroline Kitchener

        Distressed by rising use of abortion pills, activists devise aggressive new action now that Republicans will be in charge.

      

      
        Senate Democrats request Matt Gaetz case files from the FBI
        Liz Goodwin, Jacqueline Alemany, Perry Stein

        The lawmakers are seeking all documents related to the now-closed sex trafficking investigation into Donald Trump's pick for attorney general.

      

      
        Stephen Miller is the breathless voice of extreme Trumpism
        Philip Bump

        Stephen Miller is at the forefront of claiming that Trump has support he lacks to undertake actions that challenge the American system.

      

      
        Trump's education pick once incorrectly claimed to have education degree
        Beth Reinhard, Aaron Schaffer, Laura Meckler

        Linda McMahon incorrectly said in a 2009 state board of education questionnaire that she had a bachelor's degree in education, according to news reports.
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Live updates: Matt Gaetz withdraws bid to be attorney general in Trump administration
Get the latest news on the transition to the new administration of President-elect Donald Trump and a new Congress.
By Washington Post staff, Josh Dawsey, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Maegan Vazquez, Liz Goodwin, Meryl Kornfield, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Caroline O'Donovan, Justine McDaniel, Theodoric Meyer, Jacqueline Alemany, Marianna Sotomayor, Philip Bump, Jeff Stein, Jacob Bogage, Lisa Rein, Danielle Paquette, Jonathan O'Connell | 2024-11-21
Former congressman Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) announced in a social media post Thursday that he was withdrawing his bid to be attorney general for President-elect Donald Trump's incoming administration, saying his confirmation was "unfairly becoming a distraction." "There is no time to waste on a needlessly protracted Washington scuffle," Gaetz said after meeting with senators on Wednesday. Former Fox News host Pete Hegseth, Trump's pick for defense secretary, is meeting with senators on Capitol Hill on Thursday after police records revealed new details about a sexual assault allegation against him. Vice President-elect JD Vance is accompanying Hegseth.
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Police records reveal new details about sexual assault allegation against Pete Hegseth
The incident has roiled Donald Trump's transition team since the former president announced Hegseth as his pick for defense secretary.
By Danielle Paquette, Jonathan O'Connell | 2024-11-21

Pete Hegseth gets on an elevator after arriving at Trump Tower in New York in 2016. (Evan Vucci/AP)


MONTEREY, Calif. -- An emergency room nurse contacted police in 2017 after treating a woman who said that while drinking with colleagues after a political gathering several nights earlier she may have been drugged and was then sexually assaulted by a man she later identified as Pete Hegseth, according to records released late Wednesday by the Monterey Police Department.
A lawyer for Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's choice for defense secretary, has said the encounter was consensual. Authorities declined to bring charges in the case. Hegseth later paid the woman an undisclosed sum as part of a nondisclosure agreement.
The documents offer the most detailed account yet of the steps police took to investigate Hegseth as part of an incident that has been roiling Trump's team since the former president announced the former Fox host was his pick to run the Defense Department.
The accuser -- referred to as "Jane Doe" in the 22-page batch of documents released in response to a public records request -- met Hegseth at a Republican conference in Monterey, California, where he had been featured as a speaker. After observing Hegseth behaving "inappropriately" with women at the upscale hotel event, she said she confronted him, officers wrote, and the pair argued.
"Doe" recalled Hegseth telling her that he was a "nice guy," officers wrote. Her next memory was being in an unknown room with Hegseth, according to the police report. She stated that Hegseth then "took her phone from her hands" and blocked the door, according to the documents.
"JANE DOE remembered saying 'no' a lot," the report said.
The women consumed "much more" alcohol than normal that day, she told authorities, and much of the encounter with Hegseth occurred after things became "fuzzy," she said, according to the documents.
Days later, the accuser told a nurse that she suspected "something may have been slipped" into her drink that October 2017 night, according to the police report. The records do not indicate whether investigators asked her about her suspicion that she may have been drugged.
[See the full police report]
Hegseth told officers that throughout the encounter, he repeatedly checked to ensure that the woman was comfortable. He expressed that he did not want to get her into trouble, according to the report. Hegseth said she showed "early signs of regret" the officer wrote, noting that he "did not elaborate."
Timothy Parlatore, Hegseth's lawyer, previously told The Washington Post that his client was "visibly intoxicated" that evening. Citing video surveillance footage that showed the two of them walking arm-in-arm with the woman smiling and looking coherent, he claimed that the woman was the "aggressor" that evening. The newly released records confirm his description of the video footage but do not address his characterization of the woman as the aggressor.
While one witness described the woman as "coherent" and Hegseth as "very intoxicated," the records show, Hegseth himself told police he was "buzzed" but not intoxicated.
"This confirms what I've said all along, that the incident was fully investigated, and police found the allegations to be false, which is why no charges were filed," said Parlatore.
The papers do not say how police assessed the woman's allegations and do not address the veracity of either side's claims.
"Pete Hegseth is a highly-respected Combat Veteran who will honorably serve our country when he is confirmed as the next Secretary of Defense, just like he honorably served our country on the battlefield in uniform," Karoline Leavitt, Trump-Vance transition spokeswoman, said in a statement.
The records support portions of a memo that a friend of the woman sent to Trump's transition team last week. That memo alleged that the woman had tried to intervene after two other women attending the conference complained that Hegseth was being "pushy" about taking them to his room.
Police interviewed two other women at the conference who said that Hegseth had placed a hand on their thighs and invited them up to his hotel room. One told officers that she asked Doe to help ward him off, according to the report.
The accuser's identity has not been made public, and she did not respond to messages this week. She filed a complaint with police days after the encounter.
Hegseth's attorney said Saturday that Hegseth agreed to pay her after she threatened litigation in 2020, fearing publicity could result in his termination from Fox News, where he was then a host.
The Trump transition team was alerted to the incident after receiving the detailed four-page memo from a woman who described herself as a friend of the accuser.
The memo -- a copy of which was obtained by The Post -- alleged that Hegseth raped a 30-year-old conservative group staffer in his room after drinking at a hotel bar in Monterey, where he had been speaking to a California Federation of Republican Women conference. The sender of the memo did not respond to requests for comment.
Dean Flippo, the Monterey County district attorney at the time of the incident, said over the weekend that he had no memory of the case. That's not unusual, he added, because the office deals with a high volume of investigations. The current district attorney, Jeannine Pacioni, has declined to comment.
Aaron Schaffer, Alice Crites and Chris Dehghanpoor contributed to this report.
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Rep. Nancy Mace finally mastered the right-wing media universe
All it took was abandoning her past positions and targeting a marginalized newcomer to Congress.
By Philip Bump | 2024-11-21

Republican Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene (Georgia) and Nancy Mace (South Carolina) attend a campaign rally for Donald Trump in South Carolina in February. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Last year, the Daily Beast obtained a handbook that was provided to staffers in Rep. Nancy Mace's (R-South Carolina) Capitol Hill office -- a document that outlined a hyperactive approach to ensuring that Mace was in the public eye.
The staff would file 25 pieces of legislation each year, it demanded, with an unheard-of 10 being passed by the chamber. It also demanded that Mace appear on television almost incessantly.
Staffers, the Daily Beast's Jake Lahut wrote, "needed to book Mace on a national TV outlet between one and three times per day -- a staggering nine times per week, at a minimum, according to former staffers who had seen past handbooks -- and on local TV channels at least six times per week." On top of that, staff were asked to issue at least one press release a day.
They haven't hit that last goal this week, missing Tuesday, but it's safe to say Mace's national-TV benchmark has been met. Two of the press releases, issued Monday and Wednesday, explain why: Mace has spent the week aggressively insisting that women's restrooms in the Capitol be unavailable to Rep.-elect Sarah McBride (R-Delaware) because McBride is trans.
After Mace was first elected in 2020, she positioned herself as a champion of LGBTQ issues. She spoke to the conservative Washington Examiner in March 2021, telling reporter Brad Polumbo, "I strongly support LGBTQ rights and equality. No one should be discriminated against."
She acknowledged that this might be in conflict with questions of "religious liberty" but added that she had friends and family who identified as LGBTQ. "Having been around gay, lesbian, and transgender people has informed my opinion over my lifetime," she told Polumbo.
Mace shared the article on her public social media account, picking out some of the quotes she'd offered.
But that was early 2021, when there was space in the national conversation for an ambitious freshman Republican to extend grace to a marginalized community that was generally more sympathetic to politicians from the other party.
Over the course of 2021, though, with President Joe Biden in the White House, the Republican narrative shifted forcefully against efforts to build a more inclusive country. Fox News spoke relentlessly about the purported threat of "critical race theory," a barely veiled effort to fight back against discussions of systemic racism that had exploded in mid-2020.
Republicans also began highlighting the idea that trans people, too, had been granted too much visibility, with right-wing voices like Libs of TikTok launching ferocious attacks on LGBTQ Americans. Target and Bud Light faced boycotts, championed on Fox and in right-wing social media, for treating the LGBTQ community as potential customers.
In late 2022, Mace ran for reelection against Democrat Annie Andrews, a doctor at Medical University of South Carolina's Shawn Jenkins Children's Hospital. Because Andrews expressed support of trans kids, Mace accused her of supporting "child abuse" -- picking up one of the right's lines of attacks.
Then came 2024, an election in which residents of Delaware elected the first openly trans person to Congress -- and in which Americans elected Donald Trump president after his campaign put an anti-trans spot into heavy rotation on swing state televisions. In 2016, even Trump shrugged at the idea of a trans woman using a woman's bathroom. But by 2024, the Republican base had been fed a steady diet of anti-trans rhetoric, making trans issues fertile ground for anyone willing to engage in the fight.
Mace was willing.
This week, she introduced a bill that would exclude trans women from women's restrooms at the Capitol -- a bill that would affect all trans women, not just McBride. But Mace made clear that her target was McBride, a personification of the abstract (and infrequent) battle in which Republicans were engaged.
"It's offensive that a man in a skirt thinks that he's my equal," Mace said on Newsmax on Wednesday night, intentionally misgendering McBride. "That his challenges are the same as mine. They're not. And he's forcing his genitals into women's restrooms, into dressing rooms, into locker rooms."
The fervor and hostility of Mace's rhetoric has increased over the course of the week alongside the uptick in the frequency of her media appearances. The broader right has taken up her cause, with House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) -- at one point citing his religious beliefs -- announcing that McBride would be blocked from using women's bathrooms.
McBride, who didn't start the fight, quickly ceded the point, saying on social media that she will "follow the rules as outlined by Speaker Johnson, even if I disagree with them." But the right often framed McBride as the aggressor anyway; one lower-third on Fox News host Jesse Watters's show Wednesday night read, "TRANS DEMOCRAT SPARKS BATHROOM-GATE." Watters, as might be expected, offered scorn for McBride and for Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York), who was one of the few congressional Democrats who quickly came to the defense of McBride and of trans people and women more generally.
"If a woman doesn't look woman enough to a Republican, they want to be able to inspect their genitals to use a bathroom?" Ocasio-Cortez said to reporters outside the Capitol. "It's disgusting."
They're doing it, Ocasio-Cortez said, so that "Nancy Mace can make a buck and send a text and fundraise off an email."
Natalie Johnson, who served as Mace's communications director before breaking with the congresswoman during her first year in office, offered a similar assessment on social media.
"If you think this bill is about protecting women and not simply a ploy to get on Fox News," she said of Mace's legislative push, "you've been fooled."
If it was a ploy, it worked. What's more, it worked because Mace has mastered the approach that worked so well for Trump: framing an attack as a defense. From the outset, Mace suggested that her concern was that trans women -- and McBride in particular -- posed a physical threat to her and other women. (Mace at times pointed to having been a victim of assault to bolster this argument.) When her rhetoric triggered a backlash, including a threatening video posted on social media, Mace used it as an example of how she was the victim -- casting herself as tackling powerful, threatening forces rather than representing them.
The issue appears to have been resolved at this point, with Mace able to claim victory. But the victory isn't only in forcing McBride to walk farther to use the bathroom. It's also in cracking the code to becoming the person carrying the banner for the right in the never-ending culture wars. The person, for this week at least, leading the charge.
Look for her to figure out more ways to do this in the future, perhaps at the expense of other groups she once insisted she would defend.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/11/21/mace-mcbride-transgender-congress/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Should a lame-duck Congress confirm judges? Yes for us, no for you. 
Four years ago, GOP leader John Thune celebrated the seating of 14 judges after Trump lost the election; now he and Trump protest when Democrats use the same playbook.
By Glenn Kessler | 2024-11-21

Senate Republican leader John Thune of South Dakota (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post)


"If Sen. Schumer thought Senate Republicans would just roll over and allow him to quickly confirm multiple Biden-appointed judges to lifetime jobs in the final weeks of the Democrat majority, he thought wrong."
-- Republican leader John Thune (R-South Dakota), in a statement to Fox News, Nov. 18, 2024
"I want to thank the majority leader for making judicial confirmations such a priority. And I look forward to confirming more outstanding judicial nominees this week."
-- Thune, in a statement on the Senate floor, Nov. 18, 2020
"The Democrats are trying to stack the Courts with Radical Left Judges on their way out the door. Republican Senators need to Show Up and Hold the Line -- No more Judges confirmed before Inauguration Day!"
-- President-elect Donald Trump, in a post on X, Nov. 20, 2024
What a difference four years makes. Exactly four years ago, Sen. John Thune was on the Senate floor, celebrating the fact that Senate Republicans, who held the majority, planned to confirm five district court judges, "bringing the total number of judges we've confirmed over the last four years to nearly 230."
Meanwhile, Donald Trump, then president, regularly boasted that because Republicans kept confirming judges, he had appointed "almost 300 federal judges," what he called "a record-setting number." (It was 234 judges, and not a record, but that's another matter.)
Now the Democrats, not Republicans, have control of the chamber in a lame-duck session -- and Thune and Trump have changed their tune.
A lame-duck session refers to a period after the November election but before a new Congress is seated in January, meaning that votes are cast by lawmakers who have been defeated or are retiring. But there's nothing unusual about a lame-duck session.
Sometimes consequential votes are taken. The Department of Homeland Security was created in a lame-duck session in 2002, as was the Occupational Safety and Health Administration in 1970. Bill Clinton was impeached during a lame-duck session in 1998 -- and the "don't ask, don't tell" policy barring gays from serving opening in the military was repealed in 2010.
Note that none of those actions happened during presidential election years; instead, they took place in the middle of a presidential term. When the incumbent party loses the presidency, as happened in 2020 and this year, the lame-duck session is less likely to result in major legislative actions.
But the outgoing party -- if it controls the Senate and the presidency -- has enormous incentive to confirm federal judges during the lame-duck. The president's imprint on the judiciary can last for decades, depending on the age of the nominee.
After Trump lost the election in 2020, Senate Republicans confirmed 14 district and appeals court judges during the post-election period, according to the Federal Judicial Center. As Thune put it in his 2020 speech, "confirming good judges is one of our most important responsibilities as senators."
An appeals court judge, Thomas Kirsch III, was even nominated for the appeals court after Trump lost, on Nov. 16 -- and then confirmed less than a month later, on Dec. 15. Ordinarily, judicial nominations, especially for a position on the powerful appeals courts, take months to receive a floor vote.
One district judge confirmed during the 2020 lame duck was Aileen M. Cannon -- who this year dismissed the federal indictment of Trump concerning his retention of classified documents. She ruled that the prosecutor in the case was improperly appointed, using legal reasoning that surprised many experts.
But now, what was good for the goose is apparently not good for the gander.
Thune is fighting an effort by Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) to win confirmation of as many of President Joe Biden's judicial nominees as possible. When the week started, there were 18 nominees awaiting confirmation and 46 vacancies, according to the Judicial Conference. The Senate had approved 217 judges named by Biden, meaning he could match or exceed Trump's total. As of Wednesday evening, Democrats have since approved four district court judges and one appeals court judge -- and are vowing to keep working through the weekend to confirm more if Republicans, led by Thune, engage in parliamentary stalling tactics.
Thune's office argued that Thune was not being inconsistent -- but circumstances have changed.
"Senator Thune believes just as strongly today as he did in 2020 that confirming good judges is one of the Senate's most important responsibilities," an aide said in a statement. "But as the rest of his 2020 speech makes clear, that means confirming not just any nominee, but well-qualified judges who understand the proper role of a judge. As the text reflects, Senator Thune's 2020 speech expresses his frustration with Democrats for opposing well-qualified nominees simply because they fear those nominees will not deliver the outcomes they desire. Unfortunately, the Biden nominees the Senate is considering this month don't meet the standard of well-qualified nominees, which is why Senator Thune and Republicans are opposing them -- backed by the clear mandate we received from voters, who rejected the Biden-Harris-Schumer agenda."
The aide noted that 11 of the judges approved in 2020 received bipartisan votes. For instance, Kirsch earned the votes of three Democrats (Joe Manchin III of West Virginia, Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona and Mark Kelly of Arizona), and Cannon won support from 11 Democrats. Manchin, who has since become an independent and did not run for reelection, has opposed some of the nominations brought to the floor this week. None of the nominations won Republican votes -- though of course Trump's strong opposition to any confirmations would make it politically risky for any Republican to cross party lines.
A spokesman for Trump's transition team did not respond to a request for comment.
There's an old saying in Washington, the Miles's Law: "Where you stand depends on where you sit." It was coined in 1949 by Rufus E. Miles Jr., a mid-level bureaucrat in the Truman administration. But even he noted the concept was probably as old as Plato.
But that does not excuse hypocrisy. Each party has its own definition of a "well-qualified" judge. Thune and Trump were eager to confirm federal judges during the lame-duck session four years ago. Now they protest when Democrats use the same playbook four years later. That's a flip-flop worthy of an Upside-Down Pinocchio.
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Who is Linda McMahon? Trump donor, WWE co-founder is education secretary pick.
The 76-year-old, who has donated tens of millions of dollars to Donald Trump's campaigns over the years, co-chairs the transition team.
By Niha Masih | 2024-11-21

Linda McMahon speaks during the America First Agenda Summit in Washington in July 2022. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Linda McMahon, the former head of the Small Business Administration and co-founder of World Wrestling Entertainment, has been nominated by President-elect Donald Trump to run the Education Department, an agency he has threatened to do away with.
"We will send Education BACK TO THE STATES, and Linda will spearhead the effort," Trump said in the announcement.
"I first met Donald Trump when I was the CEO of World Wrestling Entertainment. For fun, he became part of some of the most compelling and highest rated storylines in the company's history," McMahon said in a speech at the Republican National Convention this year.
The 76-year-old, who has donated tens of millions of dollars to Trump's campaigns, currently co-chairs his transition team.
Here's what to know about her.
Before her career in politics, McMahon founded the global wrestling juggernaut now known as World Wrestling Entertainment with her husband Vince McMahon. She led the company as its chief executive between 1997 and 2009, and served as its president from 1993 to 2000.
Under her leadership, WWE grew from "a 13-person regional operation to a publicly traded global enterprise with more than 800 employees," according to her biography at the Small Business Administration.
On WWE's wildly popular programs, she has slapped her daughter and kicked her husband in the crotch during appearances in several family showdown storylines. Linda and Vince are separated, according to her attorney, Laura Brevetti.
The couple donated $5 million to a now-defunct charity run by Trump between 2007 and 2009. Trump once famously shaved Vince's head during an appearance on WrestleMania's "Battle of the Billionaires."
McMahon stepped down from her role at WWE in 2009 to run twice for one of the two U.S. Senate seats representing Connecticut. Both bids were unsuccessful.
McMahon was selected by Trump to head the Small Business Administration, an agency that serves to empower small businesses, during his first presidency. She was one of the few female members to serve in his 2016 Cabinet.
"As an entrepreneur myself, I feel tremendous responsibility to America's small businesses," she had said during her tenure.
She resigned from the job in 2019. "I knew she was good but I didn't know she was that good," Trump said at the time of her departure.
In 2009, McMahon incorrectly claimed that she had a bachelor's degree in education on a questionnaire for a Connecticut Board of Education post. The questionnaire containing the response was obtained and reported on by The Washington Post on Wednesday, confirming a report by the Hartford Courant in 2010. The error was also mentioned in the official biography accompanying her application.
At the time she said she had mistakenly thought her degree to be in education because of a semester of student teaching. She also said she had approached the governor's office earlier to correct the error after another newspaper noticed it.
The Courant reported that McMahon resigned from the state education board the day after being told of the paper's intention to write about the matter. McMahon linked her decision to a state ruling involving her then-Senate bid.
In his announcement, Trump cited McMahon's stint on the Connecticut Board of Education during 2009 and 2010. It also mentioned her time on the board of trustees at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut.
But she is not widely recognized for her expertise in the field. One person active in conservative education policy circles expressed concern that she may have been offered the role because she was owed a senior position, The Washington Post reported. Her name had been under consideration for the position of commerce secretary, which ultimately went to investor Howard Lutnick.
Most recently, McMahon has served as the chair of the board of the conservative think tank America First Policy Institute, which lists education policy as one of its agendas. The group advocates more parental control over what is taught to children and targets academics for their embrace of what it describes as "identity politics."
"Instead of dividing our country by teaching an alternative version of our country's story, our Nation's schools should affirm and celebrate America," the group says.
Linda and Vince McMahon are named in a civil suit filed in October by five anonymous plaintiffs who worked decades ago as "ring boys," a term for teenagers involved in setting up WWE events. The suit alleges that the two were aware of sexual abuse faced by the plaintiffs by high-ranking WWE employees but failed to take adequate steps to protect them.
Courant reported that McMahon resigned from the state education board the day after being told of the paper's intention to write about the matter. McMahon linked her decision to a state ruling involving her Senate bid.
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Senate Democrats force Israel weapons vote, citing Biden inaction
The Senate ultimately voted down the measure, brought by Sen. Bernie Sanders and Democratic allies, to block the sale of some U.S.-made weapons to Israel.
By Abigail Hauslohner | 2024-11-21

From left, Sens. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont), Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland) and Peter Welch (D-Vermont) discuss a resolution meant to cut off some U.S. arms transfers to Israel. (Elizabeth Frantz/Reuters)


The Senate on Wednesday voted down a measure, led by Sen. Bernie Sanders and a handful of Democrats, that sought to block the sale of some $20 billion in U.S.-made weapons to Israel, in a last-ditch effort to limit the carnage, suffering and destruction caused by its 13-month war in Gaza.
The measure failed, with none of the three resolutions it comprised garnering more than 19 supporting votes. But the effort -- the first time Congress has voted on whether to block an arms sale to America's closest Middle East ally -- also served as a bellwether of the dissatisfaction within President Joe Biden's own party about his handling of the Middle East crisis.
Wednesday's vote, spurred by Sanders's filing of rarely invoked joint resolutions of disapproval, follows the Biden administration's determination a week ago that it would not take punitive action against Israel for failing to surge humanitarian aid into Gaza. The administration in October warned Israel that absent "concrete measures" to surge food, medicine and other basic supplies into the ravaged Palestinian territory within 30 days, it could risk losing some U.S. military assistance.
Biden's decision not to act -- after international aid groups and the United Nations said the crisis in northern Gaza had reached catastrophic levels over the past month -- infuriated liberals, who have called on him repeatedly to hold Israel accountable for a war that has killed roughly 2 percent of Gaza's population, according to local health authorities. The International Criminal Court, meanwhile, has accused Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of war crimes, charges he strenuously denies.
Sanders, an independent from Vermont who caucuses with Democrats, was slow in the first few months of the war to join other liberals' calls for a cease-fire in Gaza, even after thousands of Palestinian civilians had been killed under Israeli bombardment. That reticence drew a backlash from his progressive supporters. He has since been among the most vocal critics of the administration's approach to Netanyahu.

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) said Nov. 20 that sending offensive weapons to Israel is a clear violation of U.S. and international law.


What is happening in Gaza now "is unspeakable," Sanders said from the Senate floor ahead of the vote. "But what makes it even more painful is that much of this has been done with U.S. weapons and American taxpayer dollars. In the last year alone, the U.S. has provided $18 billion in military aid to Israel," he said. It has delivered more than 50,000 tons of military equipment.
"In other words ... the United States of America is complicit in all of these atrocities. We are funding these atrocities," Sanders said. "That complicity must end, and that is what these resolutions are about."
Sanders cited the data that has been reported by the United Nations and aid groups: more than 43,000 Palestinians killed by Israeli bombardment and more than 103,000 injured -- "60 percent of whom are women, children or elderly people," he said, noting also that 87 percent of Gaza's housing has been damaged or destroyed, along with 84 percent of its health facilities and 70 percent of its water and sanitation plants. Families have been "herded" into so-called "safe zones," only to be bombed in their tents, he said, and there has been no reliable electricity for 13 months.
As he spoke, an aide rotated a display of photos beside the lectern, showing the skeletal frames of starving children and babies, children clamoring for food, and buildings reduced to rubble.

Palestinians clamor for food in Khan Younis, southern Gaza, on Tuesday. (Hatem Khaled/Reuters)


A growing chorus of Democratic lawmakers, including several close to Biden, along with legal scholars and human rights groups, contend that providing offensive weapons to Israel under such circumstances represents a clear violation of U.S. and international law.
Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland) on Wednesday read out the terms of the laws that govern the provision of U.S. weapons to foreign countries. Israel is violating them, he said. "By refusing to take action, the president and the United States are complicit in those violations of American laws and American values," he added.
Israel has claimed that the humanitarian crisis in Gaza is exaggerated and has blamed Hamas for hindering the delivery of vital humanitarian aid. It has framed the uninterrupted flow of U.S. weapons as vital to maintaining Israel's defense against Hamas and other regional adversaries.
Israel's ambassador to the United States, Michael Herzog, decried Wednesday's vote as a threat to Israel's national security. It was Iranian-backed Hamas that led the deadly assault into Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, that ignited the war and set the region on edge.
"Our success in turning the tide of this war -- deterring Iran, degrading Hezbollah, and defeating Hamas -- advances the free world's interests. Pushing for daylight between the U.S. and Israel on this matter is wrong and sends the wrong message to our enemies," Herzog wrote on social media.
He wrote that he had "one message to American lawmakers: Anyone urging you to ban critical arms to Israel during an existential war is NOT pro-Israel."
The resolutions sought to block three recently announced sales to Israel of weapons that rights groups say are most commonly implicated in attacks that have killed Gaza civilians. They include shipments of 120mm tank rounds, 120mm "high explosive" mortar rounds and precision-guidance kits that are attached to bombs.
The White House, which strongly opposed the resolutions, warned lawmakers privately that suspending arms shipments to Israel at this moment would jeopardize its efforts to negotiate a cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon, and would embolden Iran, Hezbollah and Hamas "at the worst possible moment," according to talking points first reported by HuffPost, and echoed on the Senate floor Wednesday.
Israel is a "steadfast" ally, opponents of the resolutions said, a force for good in the Middle East. They warned that banning the sale of weapons would empower terrorists, and send "the wrong signal" to Israel and America's shared adversaries. It would tell the world that America is willing to abandon its allies, they said.
"I know many of you here are torn," said Sen. Jacky Rosen (D-Nevada), leading the counterargument. "You want to do the right thing! And I'm here to tell you that voting against these resolutions is the right thing," she said.
"There are ways to express criticism, and to work on addressing these criticisms without impacting Israel's security," Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said, also urging senators to vote against the resolutions.
Still, activists said the simple fact that the vote occurred at all, and the support it mustered, underscores a shift underway in American public opinion when it comes to Israel. Polls over the past year have shown at times that more than half of Americans -- and 75 percent of Democrats -- disapproved of Israeli military actions in a war in which local journalists have uploaded to social media a steady stream of videos showing the bodies of children pulled lifeless from the rubble, others withering from starvation, and families living in squalid encampments.
The Biden administration has repeatedly resisted taking punitive action against Israel, despite registering its own increasingly dire assessments. Young progressives -- Arab American and Muslim voters in particular -- registered their frustration with the administration's handling of the Gaza war this month at the ballot box, with many saying that they chose not to vote in the presidential election or that they cast their vote for Donald Trump, hopeful that he would end the bloodshed.

A man takes cover as an explosion shakes a neighborhood on the outskirts of Gaza City in September. (Omar Al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


The vote was "not going to prevent the sales of any arms to Israel," said Jeremy Ben-Ami, president of J Street, a liberal advocacy group that urged Democrats to support the disapproval resolutions. But it was indicative of a growing disapproval of Israel's actions and the Biden administration's "unwillingness to use the leverage that it has," he said in an interview.
It was the first vote of its kind concerning America's closest Middle East ally, and the recipient of roughly $251.2 billion in U.S. military aid over the past 66 years. And for that reason, "this is a vote that has tremendous symbolic importance," Ben-Ami said.
It also underscored the toxicity of challenging aid to Israel in a Congress that has historically trended right of the general population on the issue; where pro-Israel lobbyist groups have pushed a steadfast and conservative stance on Israel -- and worked successfully to unseat those who challenge it; and where lawmakers have long cited military aid as foundational to Washington's commitment to the creation and survival of a Jewish state in the aftermath of the Holocaust.
Ben-Ami said that based on his conversations with lawmakers in recent weeks, he believes the number of Democrats who disapprove of U.S. arms sales to Israel is larger than the number willing to say so out loud. "The quiet conversations indicate to me a broader level of agreement that a blank check as the form of U.S. support to Israel is no longer appropriate," he said. But many remain too afraid of the political consequences to vote that way.
Sanders's frustration with his colleagues bubbled forth Wednesday.
"A lot of folks come to the floor to talk about human rights," he said, remarking on the various speeches made by members of both parties condemning the abuses of China, Iran, Russia or Saudi Arabia. "Nobody is going to treat what you say with a grain of seriousness," Sanders bellowed.
"You cannot condemn human rights around the world and then turn a blind eye to what the United States government is now funding in Israel," he said. "People will laugh in your face. They will say, 'You're concerned about Iran? You're concerned about China? Then why are you funding starvation of children in Gaza right now?'"
Yasmeen Abutaleb, Meryl Kornfield and John Hudson contributed to this report.
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House panel was told Gaetz paid two women $10,000, in part for sex
The House Ethics Committee declined to release its report on sexual misconduct allegations against President-elect Donald Trump's pick for attorney general.
By Jacqueline Alemany, Liz Goodwin, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Meryl Kornfield, Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-11-21

Then-Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) questions Attorney General Merrick Garland at a House Judiciary Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington on June 4. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


House Ethics Committee investigators probing sexual misconduct allegations against former congressman Matt Gaetz obtained records showing that he paid more than $10,000 to two women who testified before the committee, according to a person familiar with the investigation who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive material.
The records that were exhibited during closed-door testimony displayed 27 PayPal and Venmo payments disbursed between July 2017 and January 2019 totaling over $10,000 paid to the two witnesses, that person said. Some payments were for sex, the witnesses testified to the committee. ABC News first reported on the exhibits.
The news came as the House Ethics Committee declined to release its report on sexual misconduct allegations against Gaetz (R-Florida) after a closed-door meeting Wednesday, and as President-elect Donald Trump's embattled attorney general pick attempted to sell himself on Capitol Hill to skeptical GOP senators.
"There was not an agreement by the committee to release the report," said Rep. Michael Guest (R-Mississippi), the committee's chair.
The investigation centers on whether Gaetz paid for sex with a 17-year-old at drug-fueled parties while he was serving in Congress. Gaetz, who denies the charges, resigned last week, shortly before the committee was expected to deliberate on whether to release the report.
The committee faces intensifying pressure from Democrats, as well as some Republicans, to release its findings on Gaetz, who faces a tough road to confirmation after being tapped to lead the Justice Department. But Trump's allies and Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) have said it would be inappropriate to release it.
Two House Democrats are forcing the House to consider the matter anyway. Rep. Steve Cohen (Tennessee) introduced a resolution that would force the House Ethics Committee to preserve all documents in its now-ceased investigation into Gaetz, while Rep. Sean Casten (Illinois) said he wants the House to require the committee to release its report.
"Ethics has their power to get their act together five minutes ago. Five minutes from now, I do not know what they are going to do," he said. "What I know at this point is that we cannot trust the Ethics Committee to do the ethically correct thing."
Both motions were filed under privilege Wednesday, meaning the House must vote on them in the next 48 legislative hours. The votes could happen as soon as Thursday or when the House returns from its Thanksgiving recess Dec. 3.
Democrats on the Senate Judiciary Committee have also requested that files related to the FBI's investigation of Gaetz be included in the confirmation hearing.
A spokesman for the Trump transition defended Gaetz. "The Justice Department received access to roughly every financial transaction Matt Gaetz ever undertook and came to the conclusion that he committed no crime," Alex Pfeiffer, a Trump transition spokesman, said in a statement.
"These leaks are meant to undermine the mandate from the people to reform the Justice Department," he said.
The Justice Department closed its sex trafficking investigation without ever charging Gaetz.
On Wednesday, Vice President-elect JD Vance attempted to shore up Gaetz's imperiled path to running the Justice Department, working to convince senators that he deserves a confirmation hearing.
Republican senators on the Judiciary Committee, which will process Gaetz's nomination, met with the former congressman Wednesday morning alongside the incoming vice president. Vance posted a warning to them on social media Wednesday, saying that the lawmakers owe their majority to Trump's electoral "coattails."
"He deserves a cabinet that is loyal to the agenda he was elected to implement," Vance wrote.
The first meeting of the morning was with the outgoing top Republican of the committee, Sen. Lindsey Graham of South Carolina. Graham exited the meeting defiant, insisting that the process to confirm Gaetz is becoming "a lynch mob."
"I'm not going to be part of a process that leaks information that shouldn't be leaked. I'm not going to legitimize the process to destroy the man because people don't like his politics," Graham said. "He will be held to account in the confirmation process. He deserves a chance to make his argument why he should be attorney general."
Some Republicans have expressed doubt that Gaetz could be confirmed as attorney general in part because of the allegations he faces -- as well as the long list of Republican enemies he made when he orchestrated the ouster of House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-California) last year.
"I think it's an extremely difficult path. In fact, I just don't see a path forward at this point," said Sen. Markwayne Mullin (R-Oklahoma), a Trump ally who has feuded with Gaetz in the past. "But he has a right to push as hard as he wants to, and if he wants a hearing on it, that's between him and the president."
Senate Republicans, including the incoming chair of the Judiciary Committee, Sen. Chuck Grassley (Iowa), have said they want access to the House Ethics Committee report. They have said that if they do not obtain it, they plan to call witnesses to the investigation to testify, suggesting the hearing could become a divisive spectacle.
But Gaetz, a combative MAGA warrior who has never shied away from the media, has told senators he wants the chance to make his case in public.
"The hearing is an opportunity for him to, under oath, in front of everybody, to walk through it," said Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri), after leaving a meeting with him. "So, I mean, it's, that's why I think it's a great opportunity for him."
Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas), a member of the panel, said he thinks Gaetz is aware his confirmation hearing would be like "Kavanaugh on steroids," a reference to the three-day proceedings in which an emotional Supreme Court nominee Brett M. Kavanaugh angrily defended himself from an accusation that he assaulted a girl while in high school.
"He's a smart guy, I'm sure he realizes that," Cornyn said.
Gaetz did not get into the specifics of the allegations he faces, senators said, but insisted that they are false and reminded them that the Justice Department never charged him with a crime after investigating the matter.
"He expressed confidence that what is before the committee are a series of false accusations," said Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah). Lee said Gaetz is making the case to Senate Republicans that he deserves a confirmation hearing.
The president-elect remains behind the choice. Sen. Kevin Cramer (R-North Dakota), who traveled on Trump's plane with him Tuesday, said Trump did not lobby senators who were there to support Gaetz but did make it clear he hopes he will be confirmed.
"Trump said something like, 'Gee, I really want to get that done,' when Gaetz was brought up, and called him a 'good guy,' " Cramer said.
Paul Kane contributed to this report.
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Speaker Johnson restricts use of Capitol bathrooms by transgender people
The rule change is announced about two weeks after Democrat Sarah McBride of Delaware became the first openly transgender individual elected to Congress.
By Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro | 2024-11-21

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) speaks during a news conference on Capitol Hill in Washington on Tuesday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) said Wednesday that transgender individuals would not be allowed into restroom facilities in the Capitol and House office buildings that do not correspond with their sex assigned at birth, announcing the rule change about two weeks after Democrat Sarah McBride of Delaware became the first openly transgender individual elected to Congress.
"All single-sex facilities in the Capitol and House Office Buildings -- such as restrooms, changing rooms, and locker rooms -- are reserved for individuals of that biological sex," Johnson said in a statement. "It is important to note that each Member office has its own private restroom, and unisex restrooms are available throughout the Capitol. Women deserve women's only spaces."
This week, Rep. Nancy Mace (R-South Carolina) introduced a resolution to ban transgender women from female bathrooms in the Capitol. The resolution does not specifically name McBride, but Mace said Tuesday that "it's 100 percent because of McBride" and that the future congresswoman "doesn't get a say" in shaping the first-of-its-kind policy.
In a statement Wednesday, McBride said she is "not here to fight about bathrooms."
"I'm here to fight for Delawareans and to bring down costs facing families," McBride said. "Like all members, I will follow the rules as outlined by Speaker Johnson even if I disagree with them. This effort to distract from the real issues facing this country hasn't distracted me over the last several days, as I've remained hard at work preparing to represent the greatest state in the union come January."
At a news conference Tuesday, Johnson refused to say whether he thinks McBride is a woman or a man. But hours later, he told reporters: "Let me be unequivocally clear: A man is a man, and a woman is a woman, and a man cannot become a woman. ... But I also believe that we treat everybody with dignity, and so we can do and believe all those things at the same time."
Johnson told reporters Wednesday that "like all House policies," the bathroom rule is "enforceable."
"It's always been, I guess, an unwritten policy but now it's in writing," he added.
When The Washington Post contacted the speaker's office Wednesday for more details on how the new rule would be enforced, it declined to elaborate.
Asked by reporters Tuesday for details on how the House could enforce such a restriction, Mace said the House sergeant at arms "can enforce it."
Mace thanked Johnson for the rule change, writing on X on Wednesday: "This fight isn't over just yet. We want to ban men from women's spaces in EVERY federal building, school, public bathroom, everywhere." The post was one of hundreds the congresswoman has made on social media about the bathroom issue in recent days.
Kelley Robinson, the president of the Human Rights Campaign -- an LBGTQ advocacy group where McBride was previously a spokesperson -- called Johnson's new bathroom rule "cruel and discriminatory."
Robinson pointed out that the rule "targets not just Rep.-elect McBride, but all trans and nonbinary people who work and visit the Capitol -- public servants who have been working in the Capitol for years."
House Democratic Whip Katherine Clark (Massachusetts) told reporters Tuesday, after Mace introduced the resolution, that it wasn't a "great start" for the new Republican House majority to kick off the 119th Congress by talking about "where one member out of 435" is going to use the bathroom.
"The American people say: Mind your own business about where people do their business," Clark said.
Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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Vance seeks to build support among senators for Matt Gaetz as attorney general
Get the latest news on the transition to the new administration of President-elect Donald Trump and a new Congress.
By Justine McDaniel, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Philip Bump, Marianna Sotomayor, Jeff Stein, Jacob Bogage, Lisa Rein, Jacqueline Alemany, Paul Kane, Liz Goodwin, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Perry Stein, Beth Reinhard, Abha Bhattarai, Aaron Schaffer, Laura Meckler, Rachel Roubein, Dan Diamond, Shayna Jacobs, Aaron Blake, Niha Masih, Spencer Hsu, Ellen Francis, Kate Brady, Theodoric Meyer, Matt Viser, Frances Vinall, Fenit Nirappil | 2024-11-21
Vice President-elect JD Vance is seeking to build support among fellow senators for President-elect Donald Trump's pick of former Republican congressman Matt Gaetz (Florida) as attorney general. Vance, a Republican senator from Ohio, is shepherding Gaetz to meetings with colleagues Wednesday as the House Ethics Committee weighed releasing a report on allegations of sex trafficking and illicit drug use by Gaetz. Trump, meanwhile, is continuing to roll out picks for his new administration, including Matthew G. Whitaker, a former acting attorney general, for U.S. ambassador to NATO.
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What to know about Matt Gaetz's investigation, sexual misconduct allegations
The allegations Matt Gaetz has faced, the House Ethics Committee's report, and how members of Congress are reacting to him being picked to be attorney general.
By Mariana Alfaro | 2024-11-20

Matt Gaetz speaks on July 17 during the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


President-elect Donald Trump shocked many in Washington last week when he announced his plan to nominate embattled Florida Republican Matt Gaetz to be the next attorney general.
Gaetz was investigated, but never charged, for allegations that he engaged in sexual misconduct with an unnamed 17-year-old girl, violated sex-trafficking laws and used illegal drugs. The allegations resulted in two separate investigations -- one from the Justice Department and one from the House Ethics Committee. He resigned from Congress last week, just after being named by Trump, effectively ending the House Ethics Committee investigation.
Democratic and Republican senators have said they would like to see the House Ethics report. Members of the committee met Wednesday to discuss releasing the report but reached no agreement, said Rep. Michael Guest (R-Mississippi), the committee chairman. Rep. Susan Wild (D-Pennsylvania), the committee's top Democrat, sought to clarify that Democrats in the panel did not vote to stop the release of the report, saying that the evenly-divided panel simply did not reach an agreement and will instead meet again on Dec. 5 "to further consider this matter."
Wild confirmed that the committee did vote to publicly release the report, but that no Republican crossed the aisle to join all five Democrats to support doing so. Unlike other House committees, Ethics is equally divided between five Republicans and five Democrats.
In late 2020, the Justice Department opened an investigation into whether Gaetz engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor, violated sex-trafficking laws by paying the 17-year-old girl for sex and used illegal drugs.
Gaetz has repeatedly and vehemently denied any wrongdoing. The investigation was closed last year and prosecutors decided not to press charges against him.
The investigation began after federal officials examined the actions of Gaetz's friend Joel Greenberg, a tax collector in Seminole County, Florida. Greenberg pleaded guilty in 2021 to sex trafficking of a minor and other crimes, and agreed to cooperate in the Gaetz probe. He was sentenced to 11 years in prison.
In his plea deal, Greenberg said he paid for sex acts with a minor and "also introduced the minor to other adult men, who engaged in commercial sex acts with the minor" in Florida. Prosecutors identified more than 150 financial transactions on the payment app Venmo totaling more than $70,000, and alleged that Greenberg falsely labeled them as school or other expenses.
Greenberg's plea deal did not mention Gaetz specifically. The Post reported in 2021 that Gaetz had boasted about women he met through Greenberg, according to people who had heard his comments.
But while Greenberg and the unnamed teen at the center of the claims were considered witnesses in a possible case against Gaetz, prosecutors recommended that the case be dropped, and the Justice Department closed the investigation in 2023 without citing a reason. The Washington Post reported at the time that people familiar with the decision, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal conversations, said there were concerns about whether a jury would be convinced of the credibility of the witnesses.
While the Justice Department investigation into Gaetz was closed, he remained under investigation by the House Ethics Committee over allegations that he participated in a scheme that led to the sex trafficking of the 17-year-old girl.
While Gaetz's resignation from Congress meant the House Ethics Committee's investigation into the allegations against him is effectively over, the committee could still release its report.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) has repeatedly said the report should not be released, telling reporters on Friday that he is "going to strongly request the Ethics Committee not issue the report because that is not the way we do things in the House, and I think that would be a terrible precedent."
While Johnson argued that the Ethics Committee shouldn't issue reports on former members of Congress, the House and Senate ethics committees have in the past released investigative reports or summaries, or shared their materials with other investigative bodies such as the Justice Department or congressional committees.
Both Democrats and Republicans in the Senate have said they'd like to see the committee's report ahead of Gaetz's confirmation hearings. Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Illinois), chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, called on the House Ethics Committee to preserve all documents related to the investigation.
Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas), a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, told reporters last week that he would "absolutely" like to have access to the report's findings. But in recent days, Cornyn has said that he doesn't believe seeing the ethics report is "critical" for Gaetz's confirmation since the committee will likely have access to the same witnesses and information in it.
"The truth is, the information is going to come out one way or the other," he said.
Last week, several GOP lawmakers expressed shock over the nomination of Gaetz, a far-right Republican who has broken with members of his own party and last year led the effort to oust former speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-California). Some Republicans in Congress began questioning Gaetz's chances at getting confirmed.
Rep. Max L. Miller (R-Ohio) said that, unlike Trump's other Cabinet picks, Gaetz should not be allowed to serve as attorney general. Miller described Gaetz as "a guy who is literally worse than the gum on the bottom of my shoe," and he said he was confident that Sen. John Thune (R-South Dakota), who will become the majority leader in January, will not let Gaetz "walk right through the Senate without anyone having a say."
Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) said there will be "many, many questions" for Gaetz at his hearing. Collins said she was "shocked" by the news of his pick, and Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said she didn't consider Gaetz to be "a serious nomination for the attorney general."
Meanwhile, Gaetz's allies in the far-right Freedom Caucus celebrated his nomination.
"Matt is our number one fighter, he is willing to pick fights that no one else will even entertain," said Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-Colorado). "That's one of the many qualities that [will make] him our greatest Attorney General potential ever."
Yes, he resigned from Congress on Nov. 13, the day Trump announced his plan to nominate Gaetz to be attorney general.
Johnson said the resignation "caught us by surprise a little bit," adding that he would ensure Gaetz would be replaced quickly to help maintain the House Republicans' slim majority next year. Under Florida state law, there's about an eight-week period to select and fill a House vacancy.
Trump, in his announcement to name Gaetz the next attorney general, called the former congressman a "deeply gifted and tenacious attorney." Gaetz graduated from the William & Mary Law School in 2007 and served as an attorney for only about three years in Northwest Florida before running for the state House in 2010.
During his time practicing law, Gaetz -- who was admitted to the Florida Bar in 2008 -- worked as a junior associate at Keefe, Anchors & Gordon, a small litigation firm.
Following the deadly Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the Capitol, a group of Gaetz's law school classmates, as well as other alumni of the William & Mary Law School, called on him to resign from Congress after Gaetz repeated the false allegations that the 2020 election had been stolen from Trump. Gaetz voted against the certification of that election, despite affirmations by the Justice Department -- the agency he's now nominated to lead -- that there was no evidence of widespread election fraud.
The Florida Bar briefly suspended Gaetz's law license in 2022 after he failed to pay fees. At the time, Gaetz's office said the fees were delinquent because the congressman was "no longer actively engaged in the practice of the law." After the Daily Beast reported on the ordeal, Gaetz paid the fees and had his license reinstated.
The attorney general is the head of the Justice Department. As the federal government's chief law enforcement officer, the attorney general represents the nation in legal matters. The attorney general sits on the president's Cabinet and is the president's top adviser on legal matters.
The Constitution states that, while the president nominates an attorney general, it is up to the Senate to provide "advice and consent" on that pick. Traditionally, this would mean that the nominee is put through a confirmation process in the Senate, which culminates with a vote from the full chamber.
But Trump has insisted in recent days that, instead of putting Gaetz and his other Cabinet selections through an extended public-vetting process, the Senate should take an extended break that would allow him to make recess appointments.
Michael Kranish, Perry Stein, Ann E. Marimow, Jacqueline Alemany, Liz Goodwin, Leigh Ann Caldwell and Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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Trump picks people who worked on Project 2025 despite distancing himself
Donald Trump has announced the choices for his administration after saying he had "no idea" who was involved with the policy blueprint coordinated by the conservative Heritage Foundation. 
By Patrick Svitek | 2024-11-21

President-elect Donald Trump speaks with Brendan Carr before the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket on Tuesday in Brownsville, Texas. (Brandon Bell/AP)


In one of his earliest interviews as a leader of Donald Trump's transition team, Howard Lutnick was emphatic.
"Absolutely zero. No connection. Zero," Lutnick said on CNBC, referring to ties between the transition team and Project 2025, the conservative blueprint for a second Trump term that had become a political liability for the Republican nominee.
"I won't take a list from them," Lutnick added in the Sept. 16 interview. "I won't take a topic from them. I won't touch them. They made themselves nuclear."
But just over two months later, Trump has won the presidency and is assembling an administration that includes some picks for key positions that stand in stark contrast to his repeated efforts to distance himself from Project 2025.
The most striking example would be Russ Vought, whom Trump is leaning toward appointing to lead the White House budget office. Vought, who held the same role during Trump's first term, was an architect of Project 2025, writing a chapter on the executive office -- and advocating that the next president more aggressively wield his power.
Trump has named at least four other nominees who are credited by name in Project 2025, a product of the conservative Heritage Foundation: Tom Homan, Trump's pick for "border czar"; John Ratcliffe, Trump's planned nominee for CIA director; Brendan Carr, his selection to head the Federal Communications Commission; and Pete Hoekstra, Trump's selection for ambassador to Canada. Homan, Hoekstra and Ratcliffe were listed as contributors to Project 2025's 900-plus-page manifesto. Carr wrote an entire chapter on the agency that Trump now wants him to run.
One of the groups that advised Project 2025, America First Legal, is led by Stephen Miller, a former top Trump aide whom Trump has now picked to return to the White House as assistant to the president, deputy chief of staff for policy and homeland security adviser.
"As President Trump said many times, he had nothing to do with Project 2025," Trump transition spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said in a statement for this report.
Democrats are claiming vindication after they warned voters not to believe Trump's claims of having no connection to Project 2025.
"Donald Trump spent months on the campaign trail lying to voters about the clear ties between his campaign and the wildly unpopular Project 2025 agenda," Alex Floyd, a spokesman for the Democratic National Committee, said in a statement. "Now, he's finally showing his hand and picking a Cabinet full of Project 2025 lackeys to help him implement his dangerous and extreme blueprint."
Project 2025 emerged as a lightning rod over the summer, with Democrats going all out to highlight how, if implemented under Trump, it would give him unchecked power and further endanger reproductive rights, which was already a leading issue in the race. Harris ran ads on Project 2025 through the final days of the election campaign.
Trump made his first serious public effort to distance himself from Project 2025 in a July 5 post on social media.
"I have no idea who is behind it," he wrote on Truth Social. "I disagree with some of the things they're saying and some of the things they're saying are absolutely ridiculous and abysmal. Anything they do, I wish them luck, but I have nothing to do with them."

In the summer of 2024, an obscure 922-page policy book ignited on social media and in search, and galvanized a portion of the Democratic party.


Trump stuck to the line throughout the remainder of the contest, even though many of his former administration officials were involved in the effort. Miller also sought to distance himself, telling ABC News days after Trump's post that he had "zero involvement" with the effort.
Lutnick, a Wall Street CEO, sought to put an exclamation point on Trump's statements after he was named transition co-chair. Lutnick told the New York Post in October that Project 2025 had made the Heritage Foundation, a think tank that has been around for decades, "radioactive."
Trump's advisers repeatedly made known their frustrations with Project 2025 as the general-election campaign continued. A top campaign official, Chris LaCivita, said during an event at the Republican National Convention that Project 2025 was a "pain in the ass."
Heritage worked to quell the uproar in late July when it announced that Project 2025 was phasing out its policy operations and that its director, former Trump administration personnel official Paul Dans, was leaving. The head of the Heritage Foundation, Kevin Roberts, pushed back the publication of his book until after the election. The foreword was written by Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), who at the time had been newly named Trump's running mate.
A spokesperson for the Heritage Foundation said it was unavailable to comment.
Vought's potential selection provides the clearest evidence yet that Trump's banishing of Project 2025 was only temporary. Vought's chapter in Project 2025 argued that the next president needs to act aggressively to rein in a "sprawling federal bureaucracy."
Vought, during a lengthy interview with former Fox News host Tucker Carlson that was released Monday, made clear he was interested in playing an influential role in Trump's second term, whether inside government or out of it.
"I've always said, the last four years, I would never want to miss out on another chance to be at the president's side," Vought said.
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Republicans in North Carolina pass sweeping changes to consolidate power
The last-minute inclusions strip the incoming Democratic governor and attorney general of significant authority before the GOP loses its supermajority.
By Patrick Marley | 2024-11-20

North Carolina state Rep. Destin Hall, center, speaks at a news conference in Raleigh on Tuesday. (Gary D. Robertson/AP)


Republicans in North Carolina rushed a bill through the legislature this week to boost their power before they lose their supermajority, approving a measure to give their party more control over elections, eliminate the jobs of judges who have ruled against them and limit the authority of the incoming Democratic governor and attorney general.
Republicans hold three-fifths majorities in the legislature and have used that power to override vetoes by Gov. Roy Cooper (D). In January, they'll lose the ability to easily roll back vetoes by incoming Gov. Josh Stein (D) because they'll no longer hold such a large majority in the North Carolina House.
The GOP response has been to flex their power now, while they still have it. They loaded up a $227 million Hurricane Helene relief package with an array of provisions that weaken the hand of Stein and other Democrats in the battleground state. Hours after unveiling the proposals, the state House passed the bill Tuesday night, and the state Senate approved it Wednesday.
The lame-duck bill will shift the ability to appoint members of the state and county elections boards from the governor to the state auditor. That will mean Republicans instead of Democrats will control those boards, which oversee ballot tallies, set voting rules and decide how many early-voting locations to open.
"It's really one of the more blatant partisan power grabs for authority over elections that we've seen in recent years," said Megan Bellamy, vice president for law and policy for the nonprofit Voting Rights Lab. "And the fact that it's packaged into a bill that's meant to provide much-needed hurricane relief and support there is beyond the pale."
State Rep. Destin Hall, whom Republicans have chosen to serve as speaker starting in January, downplayed the sweep of the changes in an exchange with reporters after the measure passed his chamber. "I don't know that there were any real shockers in there, and they're things that we've talked about and debated before the storm," he said.
The bill tightens the time frame -- from nine days to three -- for voters who don't have a photo ID with them at the polls to ensure their votes count. Voters who don't have their ID with them or have other issues that prevent them from casting ordinary ballots can cast provisional ballots that are counted if they later clear up any problems. Under the bill, they will need to act much faster in future elections.
Provisional ballots have proved crucial in this month's race for state Supreme Court, where the Democratic incumbent leads a Republican challenger by several hundred votes.
Another provision would require officials to review and tally absentee ballots that arrive on Election Day that night. That would add many hours of responsibilities to already overworked election officials, said Gerry Cohen, a Democrat on the Wake County Board of Elections.
"I think it would result in election directors resigning," he said. "Who would want to administer a process if there's some legal liability where it's impossible to actually carry out the law? Impossible."
Under another section of the bill, the governor must fill any vacancies on the state's top courts with appointees recommended by the political party of the departing judge. That will prevent Stein from appointing Democrats to fill future openings on the state Supreme Court, where Republicans hold a majority. In addition, the bill will eliminate the jobs of two judges who have ruled against lawmakers.
Democrats called the bill's Hurricane Helene relief efforts hollow because it sets aside $227 million but does not allocate how it will be spent. Cooper said the legislation "prioritizes more power grabs" over hurricane relief, and Stein said Republicans were "exacting political retribution."
Three House Republicans from hurricane-ravaged western North Carolina voted against the bill, boosting the hopes of Democrats that they might side with Cooper if he vetoes the bill as expected. But Hall, the incoming speaker, contended that the three Republicans would join the majority in an override vote, according to the News & Observer.
Republicans' last-minute move to hamper the power of Democrats echo their efforts in 2016 to limit the authority of Cooper in the weeks between his election as governor and his inauguration. Two years later, Republicans in Wisconsin's legislature took the same step before Democrats were sworn in as governor and attorney general.
The latest North Carolina bill will also give lawmakers the authority to block the governor's choice to lead the state highway patrol. And it will curb the power of incoming Attorney General Jeff Jackson (D) by barring him from arguing in court to invalidate state laws -- such as the lame-duck measure itself.
The measure seeks to hobble Stein and Jackson just two weeks after they won their elections. Stein won his race by nearly 15 percentage points, and Jackson won his by nearly three percentage points.
Democrats called it ridiculous to put the state auditor -- an official who reviews state finances -- in charge of appointing election officials. This month, attorney Dave Boliek was elected auditor, making him the first Republican to hold the job in 16 years.
Republicans in North Carolina have failed in repeated efforts over the past eight years to take control of the state elections board. Their attempt started with a provision in the lame-duck legislation that stripped power from Cooper just before he took office. A court blocked the change to the state elections board included in that legislation, and the North Carolina Supreme Court later struck down a modified version of the GOP plan.
In 2018, GOP lawmakers asked voters to amend the state constitution to reshape the elections board. Voters rejected the idea.
Most recently, Republican lawmakers passed a measure in 2023 to change the makeup of the board. That bill, too, was blocked by the courts. An appeal is ongoing.
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Ga. election workers ask court to punish Giuliani for more false claims
Two Georgia election workers want a judge to force Rudy Guliani to stop repeating false claims that resulted in a $148 million judgment against him.
By Spencer Hsu | 2024-11-21

Former New York mayor Rudy Giuliani speaks to the media as he leaves court in New York on Nov. 7. (Yuki Iwamura/AP)


Two Georgia election workers who won $148 million in damages from former Trump attorney Rudy Giuliani last year asked a judge Wednesday to find him in contempt for repeating debunked claims about them.
In a court filing, Ruby Freeman and Wandrea ArShaye "Shaye" Moss said Giuliani continued to lodge baseless allegations about the former Fulton County election workers in two recent episodes of his nightly podcast, despite the December verdict and a more recent consent order in May to stop.
"They never let me show the tapes that show them quadruple counting the, the, the ballots" at the State Farm Arena in Atlanta after the 2020 election, Giuliani said, according to the filing from the women's lawyers and attached exhibits. He alleged the tapes showed them "passing these little, uh little hard drives that we maintain were used to fix the machines, right, and they say it was candy."
In a court filing to U.S. District Judge Beryl A. Howell of Washington, D.C., who presided over their successful defamation case last year, lead Freeman attorney Michael J. Gottlieb wrote, "These statements repeat the exact same lies for which Mr. Giuliani has already been held liable, and which he agreed to be bound by court order to stop repeating." Gottlieb added, "The Court should hold Mr. Giuliani in civil contempt and -- following a hearing, if necessary -- impose sanctions calculated to ensure Mr. Giuliani's compliance with the Consent Injunction."
Howell gave Giuliani until Dec. 2 to argue why he should not be found in civil contempt and what any appropriate sanction might be, and set an in-person hearing for Dec. 12.
Howell found Giuliani liable by default in 2023 for promoting false claims that the workers helped steal the 2020 election from the former president in Georgia by manipulating the absentee ballot count in Atlanta, exposing them to torrents of death threats, racist abuse and trauma.
Seeking to persuade state lawmakers and Congress to overturn the election, Trump's Giuliani-led legal team seized on misleading security footage of the women to accuse them of stuffing vote-counting machines with "suitcases" of fake ballots and a thumb drive of electronic data.
None of the accusations against the mother and daughter were true, a Georgia secretary of state investigation found. The supposed suitcases were regular ballot boxes, and the purported USB drive was a ginger mint. Howell based the damages award on Giuliani's own admissions and his refusal to turn over evidence in the case and relevant information such as his net worth and the size of his radio, YouTube and other online audiences. Giuliani declined to contest the facts of the case and did not testify in his own defense, despite publicly saying that he would.
The renewed legal fight is the latest in a week of tumultuous developments for Giuliani. Last week, lawyers in his New York bankruptcy case asked for permission to stop representing him, citing disagreements. On Wednesday, after being threatened with a contempt finding there, his new lawyer said the former New York mayor began relinquishing luxury belongings, including dozens of watches and a Mercedes once owned by movie star Lauren Bacall to satisfy the judgment against him. Giuliani's $5 million Upper East Side apartment is also listed in the judgment.
The collection was made possible after a judge in August dismissed Giuliani's federal bankruptcy case, allowing creditors to pursue his assets. The dismissal also let other pending lawsuits against him resume, including defamation suits by the voting machine companies Dominion Voting Systems and Smartmatic, and a sexual harassment and wage theft claim by former Giuliani associate Noelle Dunphy.
Giuliani spokesman Ted Goodman denounced the latest contempt request.
"This is a dishonest and duplicitous attack meant to deprive Mayor Rudy Giuliani of his First Amendment right to freedom of speech," Goodman said in an emailed statement Wednesday. "Mayor Giuliani, under the First Amendment of the Constitution, has every right to defend himself, especially as the other side consistently leaks to the press. The ongoing lawfare against Mayor Giuliani must end."
Freeman and Moss's attorneys have alleged before that there is reason to believe that Giuliani intends to evade payment. They sued last winter in Washington, D.C., to stop Giuliani's attacks, after Giuliani refused to agree.
"Everything I said about them is true," Giuliani told reporters outside the courthouse after the first day of his damages trial before Howell on Dec. 11, 2023, adding, "Of course I don't regret it. ... They were engaged in changing votes."
Hours after a verdict awarding the women three times more than they asked for, Giuliani gave another live news interview in which he claimed falsely that he was unable to present evidence of "all the videos at the time" showing "what happened at the arena." Giuliani went on to say that he didn't testify because he was afraid of being put in jail for contempt of court.
The latest filing by the two plaintiffs quoted Giuliani's podcasts on Nov. 12 and 14.
"You framed me. You had a judge who's a bloodthirsty January 6 sentencer," he said at one point, referring to the women and Howell. "I'm sorry they're going to sue me again for saying it, but what am I going to do but tell the truth."
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No Trump administration pick is viewed positively by most Americans
Views of Trump's administration picks are mixed, but many Americans simply have no opinion.
By Philip Bump | 2024-11-20

Former congressman Matt Gaetz is Donald Trump's pick for attorney general. (Evan Vucci/AP)


President-elect Donald Trump's flurry of announcements about his picks for government (and extra-governmental) positions seems obviously unburdened by consideration of how popular those choices might be. It is not common for a president-elect to identify a number of people with so little experience to fill high-level government positions, certainly. Nor is it common for a president-elect to be so uncertain about the confirmation of those intended nominees -- by a Senate his own party controls, mind you -- as to approach his inauguration with a plan in place to sidestep the Senate confirmation process.
It should not be surprising, then, that the people Trump has tapped are viewed with little enthusiasm among Americans more broadly.
Polling conducted by YouGov for the Economist and for Yahoo News asked Americans to evaluate several of those individuals identified by Trump for filling roles in the administration. They included:
The Yahoo News-YouGov poll, which asked people to indicate whether they viewed these individuals favorably, also included questions about businessmen Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy, who were asked to run an external cost-cutting group; and South Dakota Gov. Kristi L. Noem, Trump's pick to lead the Department of Homeland Security.
Only Rubio, Kennedy and Gabbard were viewed with approval by at least 4 in 10 Americans. None of the eight individuals was viewed favorably by a majority of respondents; three -- Hegseth, Gaetz and Noem -- were viewed favorably by only 3 in 10 Americans.




That's in part because a lot of people had no opinion of Trump's picks or their planned nominations. Almost half of Americans had no opinion of Hegseth, for example, though far fewer had no opinion on his being picked by Trump for defense chief. Musk was the best-known potential official included in the polling.




Unsurprisingly, there were wide partisan differences in views of Trump's picks and in approval of their pending nominations. Every planned nomination was viewed with disapproval by a majority of Democrats and every pick viewed unfavorably -- save for Hegseth, whose background as a Fox New host appears not to have led many Democrats to know who he is.
Republicans were broadly approving of Trump's choices for his administration, more so than the choices themselves, an obvious reflection of support for Trump rather than for his picks.




Looking at net approval and favorability for the pending nominees/appointees (that is, those who view positively minus those who view negatively) allows us to reduce the effects of those who don't know who those people are. In doing so, we see the big divides among Republicans for Rubio, Gabbard, Hegseth and Gaetz -- all of whose pending nominations are viewed with more approval than each individual is viewed with favorability.




Trump's apparent hope is that Republican senators follow this pattern: perhaps not too excited about his picks but supportive of the pending nominations.
Of course, this is just where things stand now, before many Americans have opinions of the people tapped by Trump for top positions. Should these choices advance, many more people will start to pay attention to the candidates, and not all of what they learn will increase confidence in the picks' suitability for government service. Republican support for the pending nominations may solidify, but views among independents in particular -- who are less likely to have opinions at this point -- are likely to move in the other direction. They're already less positive about Trump's picks than are Americans overall.
Trump and his allies have invested a lot of energy in claiming that his election represents a sweeping mandate from a robust majority of Americans. The election results don't support that claim in general. But the response to his administration picks doesn't, either: If Americans broadly supported Trump's return to the White House, it would seem likely that they would broadly support the people he's bringing with him.
So far, they don't.
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Trump taps Matthew Whitaker, former acting attorney general, for NATO ambassador
Whitaker has little to no experience in security or foreign policy, both of which are central to the NATO role. 
By Justine McDaniel, Ellen Francis | 2024-11-20

Acting attorney general Matthew G. Whitaker takes his seat for a House Judiciary Committee hearing in February 2019. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


President-elect Donald Trump announced Wednesday that he will nominate Matthew G. Whitaker -- a conservative attorney who briefly led the Justice Department during Trump's previous administration -- as the U.S. ambassador to NATO.
Whitaker has little to no experience in security or foreign policy, both of which are central to the NATO role. Trump -- whose long-standing skepticism of NATO has worried America's European allies -- said in a statement that Whitaker would "put AMERICA FIRST" in global dealings.
The pick will be closely watched by European officials, given Trump's past bashing of the Western military alliance. Since Trump's election win, diplomats say, leaders have been putting on a brave face and hoping to engage with the administration, after months of making contingency plans and trying to "Trump-proof" the alliance.
Trump chose Whitaker to step in as his acting attorney general during a tumultuous period in his first term, after he forced out his Justice Department head, Jeff Sessions, as the Justice Department was investigating Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election. Whitaker swiftly came under scrutiny from lawmakers for his criticism of the Russia probe, and he met resistance from some staff within the Justice Department.
He faced questions, too, about his role on the advisory board of a company that was shut down in 2018 after the government charged it with scamming consumers out of millions of dollars. At the time, Whitaker said through a spokesperson that he was not aware of any fraudulent activity.
During his tenure in the Trump administration, Whitaker also came under renewed scrutiny for having said during a 2014 U.S. Senate bid that judges should have a "biblical view of justice" to be good judges and that he was "very concerned" about judges with a "secular" worldview. A former U.S. attorney, Whitaker has also said that the courts "are supposed to be the inferior branch" of the three branches of government.
In a statement Wednesday, Trump said Whitaker "will ensure the United States' interests are advanced and defended. ... Matt will strengthen relationships with our NATO Allies, and stand firm in the face of threats to Peace and Stability."
Whitaker did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Washington Post on Wednesday.
European leaders have been bracing for the return of a president who threatened to turn his back on Washington's closest military and diplomatic partners, and has pledged to quickly end the war in Ukraine without detailing how he will accomplish that.
While few policymakers say they expect Trump to formally pull the U.S. from NATO, many worry that a more transactional approach from Washington or a disregard for NATO's core tenets could undermine the defense alliance. Losing American support would deal the allies a major blow, officials acknowledge, at a time when the war in Ukraine has already caused anxiety about Europe's reliance on U.S. security guarantees.
Whitaker joins the list of Trump's Cabinet picks who have come under past scrutiny. Trump cannot formally nominate his selections until he assumes the presidency in January.
Questions swirled this week about whether the Republican-led Senate will confirm picks such as Fox News host Pete Hegseth for defense secretary, former congressman Matt Gaetz for attorney general and Robert F. Kennedy Jr. for health and human services secretary, all of whom have been under scrutiny for past comments relating to the areas of government they would oversee and had allegations related to sexual misconduct made against them.
The role of NATO ambassador gives Whitaker the U.S. seat in discussions with 31 other member nations and tasks him with representing American foreign policy interests within the alliance, which has been a cornerstone of U.S. foreign policy since 1949.
During a 2014 Senate debate, Whitaker said the United States should only get involved in world conflicts when it is in the national interest. He said he has "a very high bar for what's in our national interest" and said he believed Russia's invasion of Crimea had not threatened the United States' vital interests.
"There are ways we could strengthen NATO and the European Union," Whitaker said at the debate. Referring to the other candidates in the race, he said, "Probably among these five, I would probably be the least likely to use our military and probably spend the least amount on the military."
On social media, some Trump allies hailed Whitaker as someone who will hew to Trump's populist "America First" ethos, which many foreign leaders see as a nationalist, protectionist stance.
"There will be no more bowing down to our enemies -- this is the America First era," Rep. Mike Collins (R-Georgia) wrote on X, hailing Trump's selection of Whitaker.
On the campaign trail, Trump stirred fears among European diplomats when he boasted that he would encourage Russia to attack NATO allies who don't spend enough on their defense pact. Talk of "Trump-proofing" and questions about the reliability of U.S. security guarantees have dominated conversations in Brussels, home of NATO headquarters, for months. The conflict in Ukraine, and Trump's comeback, have turned into wake-up calls on their reliance on U.S. security guarantees.
European officials began moving control of key elements of military aid for Ukraine from U.S. hands to the NATO umbrella, and they pushed through aid packages before the election to prepare for possible dwindling U.S. support for Ukraine.
European countries have also been increasing their military spending -- which have reached the highest levels since the Cold War -- spurred by Russia's war in Ukraine and a sense that the continent's security should be less reliant on the political winds in Washington. Trump has made past complaints that European allies don't pull their weight in military spending.
Trump appointed Whitaker to temporarily head the Justice Department in November 2018, amid the investigation by special counsel Robert S. Mueller III into whether Trump's campaign had colluded with Russia. Trump had forced out Sessions, his attorney general, whom he said had not done enough to protect him from the Mueller investigation.
Trump then tasked Whitaker with the job, who was then the chief of staff at the Justice Department. The appointment raised eyebrows among Democrats who were worried Trump wanted to obstruct the investigation. Whitaker had previously suggested the Justice Department should slow the Mueller investigation by defunding it and had cast doubt on any Russian interference in the election.
Whitaker also was on the advisory board of a Miami-based company called World Patent Marketing that was accused of scamming American consumers out of millions of dollars. The company was charged by the Federal Trade Commission with marketing scam inventions, ordered to pay more than $25 million and was shut down in 2018.
Whitaker received complaints about fraud from customers but continued to promote World Patent Marketing, The Post reported in 2018, at which time a Justice Department spokesperson said Whitaker had not been aware of fraudulent activity. Whitaker was seen promoting inventions in World Patent Marketing videos.
In the same 2014 news release that announced that Whitaker was joining the advisory board, the company advertised a "masculine toilet" that would ostensibly prevent the genitalia of "well-endowed men" from contacting the toilet bowl upon sitting. In addition to that news release, reported by Mother Jones in 2018, World Patent Marketing promoted proof of Bigfoot in selling Sasquatch stuffed animals, hot-tub swivel seats and Bitcoin-funded time-travel "research."
Whitaker additionally came under scrutiny for charges he brought as a U.S. attorney against an openly gay Democratic state senator. The lawmaker, Matt McCoy, was found not guilty and said he believed he had been targeted because of his sexual orientation and political beliefs. A Justice Department spokesperson previously told The Post that the case was brought on its merits.
Whitaker's stint as acting attorney general ended with the appointment of William P. Barr to the post in February 2019. He joined a Missouri-based private law firm, Graves Garrett Greim.
Matt Zapotosky, Josh Dawsey, Philip Rucker, Michael Kranish and Robert Barnes contributed to this report.
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Mandate? Fuller election results increasingly show GOP gains were small.
A holistic look -- down to the state legislative level -- reinforces that early Trump and GOP claims to a huge "mandate" were overblown.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-11-20

President-elect Donald Trump on Nov. 13 in Washington. (Alex Brandon/AP)


From the moment he claimed victory in the 2024 presidential election, Donald Trump and his Republican allies have vastly overstated the mandate the American people gave them.
Trump, in the wee hours of that Wednesday morning, called it an "unprecedented and powerful mandate." And prominent Republicans have spoken as if the voters' verdict is justification to do pretty much whatever Trump wants -- to launch into a far-reaching overhaul of American government and confirm extreme Cabinet picks with extensive baggage, for example.
But as the fuller election results roll in, that claim begins to erode.
And a more holistic look -- at races not just for president and the Senate but also for the House and state legislatures -- reinforces the reality that voters actually didn't shift toward Republicans that much.
We learned a while back that Republicans lost most of the swing-state Senate races -- four of five. They flipped the chamber because they won in three red states that Trump carried by double digits.
Then we learned that Trump didn't even win a majority of the popular vote, and his popular-vote margin over Vice President Kamala Harris (currently at 1.7 points and falling) ranks on the low side for recent history. He still won -- and swept the swing states in a surprisingly decisive electoral-college result -- but a majority of voters didn't support him.
And now it's increasingly evident that Republicans could actually lose ground in the House. Democrats' gains in California's razor-thin 13th District race suggest they could flip that seat and actually wind up with a net gain of one seat. If they did, the likely result (a 220-215 GOP majority) would be the second-smallest House majority in history -- not exactly the stuff of overwhelming mandates.
The story is similar when you get even more granular, by looking at state legislative races.
According to data from the National Conference of State Legislatures (which does yeoman's work tracking the more than 7,000 state legislative districts), Republicans made only modest gains across the country in the 2024 election.
The key points:
In other words, if you take tiny and politically unusual Vermont out of it, Republicans gained less than a seat per state, and flipped 0.4 percent of seats nationwide -- about 1 out of every 250.
None of this is to say that Republicans didn't actually win the election; they clearly did. It's just that Trump's sweep of the swing states on election night was misleading when it comes to how close the election wound up being and how little the GOP gained in the end.
The presidential map featured a slew of red arrows showing shifts toward Trump, but that's in large part because he lost the popular vote by more than four points last time around. He had lots of ground to make up.
Republicans still have significant power, thanks to their sweep of the House, the Senate and the presidency. But the underlying evidence doesn't exactly point to a huge newfound mandate for their party -- or for a far-reaching Trump agenda.
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Economy and discontent were too much for Harris to overcome, advisers say
In analyzing the loss, Harris's team also credits the Trump campaign with reaching sporadic voters, especially young men, through new media channels.
By Dan Balz | 2024-11-20

Vice President Kamala Harris delivers her concession speech at Howard University in D.C. after her loss to Donald Trump. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Senior officials with Vice President Kamala Harris's presidential campaign say her defeat stemmed primarily from dissatisfaction among voters about the overall direction of the country and discontent over inflation and the economy, arguing that those headwinds proved too strong for Harris to overcome in her sprint to Election Day.
The officials also credit President-elect Donald Trump with success in targeting and turning out sporadic voters and using new media sources to speak to them, especially younger men. They acknowledged that Democrats now appear at a disadvantage in their ability to use these newer channels, such as personality-driven podcasts and websites, to reach and motivate potential voters, especially those largely uninterested in politics.
Campaign officials have spent the past two weeks analyzing how a race that their own data suggested was winnable right to the end finished with Trump narrowly winning the national popular vote and a comfortable majority in the electoral college after sweeping all seven battleground states. In the end, Harris was unsuccessful in overcoming the kind of public sentiment that has knocked incumbent parties out of power elsewhere in the world.
"There are certain things we're looking at to understand if we made the right call," campaign chair Jen O'Malley Dillon said in an interview. "But fundamentally, there wasn't just one audience of voters that would have impacted this, or one program. The headwinds were just too great for us to overcome, especially in 107 days. But we came very close to what we anticipated, both in terms of turnout and in terms of support."
On the eve of the election, the campaign's internal models showed Harris winning Wisconsin and Michigan by a tiny margin and essentially tied with Trump in Pennsylvania, officials said. Those models showed Harris running behind Trump in the other four battlegrounds: Arizona, Georgia, Nevada and North Carolina.
If Harris had won just the three northern states, she would be president-elect today. Instead, she lost Wisconsin by slightly less than a percentage point, and Michigan and Pennsylvania by slightly less than two percentage points.
"We are very focused on understanding what happened," O'Malley Dillon said. "We were laser-focused on the battleground states. We knew it would be a margin-of-error race, but with the organization we had and the movement we saw, we thought it was possible."
Harris's defeat has prompted both angry finger-pointing and urgent self-reflection among Democrats as they absorb the loss -- bitter to many of them -- and try to repair a coalition that has been frayed by Trump's ability to attract working-class voters, including Latino men and some Black men. Initial explanations within the party have been varied and often contradictory, from arguing Harris should have run a more centrist campaign to contending that she should have more explicitly distanced herself from President Joe Biden.
Harris officials, however, say their analysis offers no simple answers or quick fixes, a conclusion that is likely to offer little consolation to dispirited Democrats looking for a path forward.
"I think there's a lot of the conversation that's happening that is surmising things, overstating things, ascribing responsibility to things that aren't really the full, accurate telling of what happened and what that means," one official said, adding, "The answer is not to pin one group or one part of our party against the other, because it's not going to be enough to solve or how we move forward."
The Harris team offered its after-action report during a 45-minute phone conversation, plus responses to follow-up questions. Ground rules called for most of the information to be dispensed without direct attribution to any individual to allow the officials to speak as candidly as possible.
Campaign officials stress that Harris was faced with unique challenges and had just 107 days to deal with all of them. In Trump, she faced an unconventional opponent whose first term in the White House was judged more favorably in retrospect than it was at the time. Trump also drew public sympathy after being the target of two apparent assassination attempts.
Additionally, voters were looking for change, one official said, "and it's hard to look at Trump and not think that, even at his worst, he doesn't embody change."

A supporter listens as Harris delivers her concession speech. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Harris entered the race July 21, after Biden ended his candidacy under pressure from party leaders following a stumbling debate performance against Trump. She was not well-known and had to introduce herself after a vice presidency in which she initially had been harshly judged. Significantly, she trailed Trump on dealing with the economy and handling the issue of immigration.
Harris advisers point to what they see as some measure of success. Her favorability ratings improved once she became a candidate. She was able to reduce Trump's advantage on the economy after rolling out a series of policy proposals that went beyond Biden's agenda.
The officials also said the shift toward Republicans in the battleground states was about half as great as it was nationally, as Democratic turnout in the non-battlegrounds sagged. That has been read by campaign officials as evidence that what they did was working.
But only up to a point. In their analysis, the economy was the overriding issue, as polls had indicated throughout. But Harris advisers also say the country's overall dissatisfaction was due to what they describe as a hangover from the country's collective experience during the coronavirus pandemic.
"It was an atmosphere that undergirded people's general negative feeling about the country and on not feeling like [they were getting] the benefit of some of the progress that had been made," said one official. "... It is a big part of the shadow that overhung how people felt about the country. It also created a cloud ... or a curtain to remembering the Trump time."
Immigration, too, played a significant role, greater than in past campaigns. As the campaign neared the end, Harris officials could see that its power to sway voters remained strong. Harris tried to address the issue directly with a trip to the U.S.-Mexico border in late September, where she offered some tough prescriptions for illegal crossings.
But the trip was overshadowed by Hurricane Helene and the devastation it wrought in the Southeast. Harris officials concede they were less effective than they had hoped in neutralizing the immigration issue because their messages did not break through.
Harris also sought to make abortion a motivating issue, and for some voters, particularly younger women, it was. But overall, reproductive rights did not have the potency that it had in the 2022 midterms, which came a few months after the Supreme Court had ended the constitutional right to abortion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization.
Campaign officials said that, in 2022, voters who were weighing both the economy and abortion tended to tip more toward abortion as their motivating issue. In 2024, fewer did so.
Adding to Harris's challenges, Biden's approval rating was 59 percent negative on Election Day, and she was never able to break significantly with the president. Asked during an appearance on "The View" where she differed with Biden, Harris said she could not think of anything. Although she tried to run her own race and define herself as part of a new generation, loyalty to Biden and her role as vice president made a true break difficult.
Harris also came under attack from the Trump team for positions she had taken as a presidential candidate in the 2020 cycle, including support for a fracking ban, decriminalizing illegal border crossings and gender-affirming surgery for transgender inmates. Though she repudiated or softened her position on some of those issues, they remained targets.
A Trump campaign ad focusing on transgender issues, which concluded with the line, "Kamala is for they/them, President Trump is for you," drew significant attention. In a statement, campaign officials said, "There is no doubt that 'They/Them' had a negative impact, but we found through extensive testing that answering it in kind -- or disputing it -- wasn't as effective, in part because it was in her own words. We neutralized it with other ads."
But ultimately, Harris campaign officials believe the economy was the pivotal issue. "Our research -- both qualitative and quantitative -- never showed that these attacks hurt us more than economic contrast with the voters that were open to us," campaign officials said in a statement after the phone conversation.
Harris campaign officials credit Trump's strategy for reaching sporadic voters, especially younger men, through podcasts, blogs or social media accounts that one official said are filtered through a media ecosystem with a Make America Great Again "ethos."
"I think what we have seen is that the folks on the other side, on Team Red, have been doing a lot of this work for years," the official said. "And there's just, like, a lot of ground for us to make up in ... where young men in particular are going to receive their information, particularly young men who are explicitly not looking for political content."
The Harris team argues that the vice president made significant progress compared with where things stood when Biden left the race, and say their organizational efforts in the battleground states, in coordination with state Democratic parties, may have helped candidates for Senate hold on even as Harris was losing. Harris had just three months -- far less than any major-party nominee in memory -- to launch a campaign, introduce herself to voters, deliver a persuasive message and turn out her loyalists.
"We are not here to tell you everything was perfect," O'Malley Dillon said. "We lost. But some of the ascribing the loss to singular things, like if we had just done [an appearance with podcaster] Joe Rogan, then that would have solved the problem with young men. That is too simplistic and doesn't solve anything and certainly doesn't solve the path forward."
Harris advisers do not see a true electoral realignment, with voters of color flocking toward Republicans, as some analysts have suggested. Even among Latino men, campaign officials said, the shift was more significant in non-battleground states than in those where the Harris campaign made a concerted effort to reach them. But that question will be a continuing topic for debate.
Nor do they see the political environment as static, as Trump heads toward his second inauguration signaling his intent to upend the government, target his adversaries and shatter a variety of norms.
"We have to really look at who is running and how we're running [in the future]," said one official. "We have to look at how we're fighting. We have to look at how we hold together underneath what appears to be what we expected with the second term of Trump. I think that's going to get really complicated. And that, in and of itself, is going to change how people are responding here."
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How 2024 may shift our understanding of the political generation gap
Data from the election remains incomplete, but we can already assess how the generational divide has changed -- and how it hasn't.
By Philip Bump, Lenny Bronner | 2024-11-20

Deborah Burkholder holds her newborn child as she casts her ballot in Waukesha, Wisconsin, on Nov. 5. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


Hours after polls closed -- or even before polls closed in some states -- there was a scramble to figure out what the 2024 presidential election results meant. What did Donald Trump's victory (one that would narrow significantly as the days passed) mean for politics broadly? What did it tell us about the two major parties and their bases? What went right for the Republicans and what went wrong for the Democrats?
Theories emerged quickly and just as quickly set in stone. Trump's position improved dramatically with younger Americans and non-White voters, just as polls had suggested. Here was a new GOP, powered by a new coalition!
Those assessments were premature. We don't have robust data about the election yet, in part because some votes are still being counted. But we can say (and have said) that the exit polls that bolstered the idea that Trump had a new coalition of support actually said that his voters in 2024 looked an awful lot like his voters in 2020.
Here, though, we're going to dig a little deeper into the question of generational support in the 2024 election based on what we do currently know. And to start that exploration, we're going to look not at the election results but, instead, at a social media post from political data expert David Shor.
People say generations are nonsense, Shor wrote shortly after the election, but "if you ever look at two way party reg by single age year on the voter file the generations show up clear as day."
It's an interesting place to start both because it obviously addresses the overlap of generation and politics and because it gets at a fundamental aspect of generations: They are, in fact, mostly invented.
Without belaboring the point (which has been belabored elsewhere), generational boundaries are often arbitrary and disputed. Often, those assessing generational differences defer to the lines drawn by Pew Research Center -- lines informed by patterns in behavior and experience that aren't rooted centrally in the booms and busts of birth rates.
If we draw those lines on a chart of national voter registration (using numbers from the political data firm L2), we get the following. You can see that the boundaries are at times sharp -- as with the baby boom, the one generation identified as such by the Census Bureau -- and at other times blurry.




Among other things, notice that Gen X is relatively small compared to the generations that sandwich it.
It is important to point out that the upward climb at the left end of the graph, representing the youngest Americans, is not a function of a drop-off in the number of younger Americans. It is, instead, a reflection of lower registration rates among younger Americans. (This is a long-standing pattern, one that's rooted partly in apathy and partly in the increased difficulty in maintaining a regular voting pattern when you're moving a lot or working difficult hours.)




When we overlay party on generation, we see something that we might expect: lots of younger Democrats and younger independents or members of third parties, fewer independents as age increases, more Republicans as age increases.




What the graph above doesn't show is a sharp partisan line. What Shor mentioned was the two-party vote, which we can visualize by comparing the percentage of registrants within both parties. There's that clear turning point between Gen Z and millennials, yes -- but that is muddied somewhat by the fact that Gen Z is less likely to be registered. Otherwise, the shifts don't appear to correlate to generational boundaries.




The party distribution data comes with caveats.
For one, not every voter registers with a party, both because some register as nonpartisan and some register in states that don't allow registration by party. In the latter case, L2 uses other data to model how those voters would register to give a sense of party alliance. (That's the case in Georgia, which we'll get to in a moment.)
For another, party registration does not always equal eventual vote, even among members of the two major parties. It's obviously true among those who are independents or registered with third parties, though independents generally tend to vote with one party or the other.
That so many younger people are independents is probably an underappreciated factor in the Democrats' struggles with those voters over the course of the year. Particularly when the party's nominee was President Joe Biden, many younger voters were skeptical: unenthusiastic about Trump but also not willing to vote for Biden simply because he was the Democrat. The party depends on the loyalty of its members to be successful, but younger Americans, while often more liberal, are no more likely to be Democrats.
We can see that by looking at the data another way, representing registration within generations as horizontal bars, with each bar scaled to represent the generation's portion of the pool of registered voters. There are very, very few registered voters who predate the Silent Generation, as you can see with the thin line at the bottom below. There are far, far more who are members of the baby boom.




Across generational groups, the shift occurs on the right-hand side: a consistent percentage of Democrats as ages increase (from top to bottom) but a declining percentage of independents as the density of Republicans increases.
One of the discoveries from the exit polls was that the most pro-Trump age group was those ages 45 to 64 -- people born between 1960 and 1979 or thereabouts. In other words, mostly Gen X. Historically, we've seen that older Americans were more Republican-leaning than younger ones, but the exit polls show more Trump support from that group than those age 65 and up.
But at the same time, the percentage of the electorate that's ages 45 to 64 dropped from 2020 to 2024, while the percentage age 65 and up increased. The result, as we noted earlier this month, is that more of Trump's vote came from those age 65 and over in 2024 than it did in 2020 while less came from those ages 45 to 64.




Since the 65-and-up age group keeps growing larger, this isn't entirely a surprise. But it may also be a function of relatively decreased turnout among younger Americans.
Let's look specifically at Georgia, where we have almost-complete data on who cast ballots in the presidential contest. If we re-create the chart above but looking only at registered voters in that state (and using modeled partisanship), we see that it looks broadly similar.




If we break out the generations and (again, modeled) partisan identity of those we know cast ballots, the patterns are similar -- but different in important ways.




The easiest way to depict this is by overlaying and animating them. The difference between those who could vote and those who did vote is that older generations made up more of the electorate (indicated by thicker bars in the "recorded votes" chart) and that likely Republicans did as well.




If we compare those who voted in Georgia with those who didn't (recognizing both that partisanship is modeled and that the data is not entirely complete), the pattern looks like this.




In younger generations, fewer likely Democrats actually cast ballots. Across all generations, likely independents cast relatively few votes. And, across generations, likely Republicans voted more heavily.
If this held nationally, it might help explain the Gen X results in the exit polls: a larger turnout gap between the parties than among baby boomers combined with a less robustly Democratic voter pool than among millennials. We'll need more data to know for sure.
That's the overall story, of course: Our assessments of what happened and why will grow decreasingly speculative as time passes. But we already know enough to know that the picture is more complicated than the immediate presentations offered.
Which by itself is obviously not too surprising.
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Antiabortion groups plan new crackdowns, emboldened after election
Distressed by rising use of abortion pills, activists devise aggressive new action now that Republicans will be in charge.
By Caroline Kitchener | 2024-11-20

Antiabortion demonstrators rally outside of the Supreme Court ahead of opinion announcements in Washington. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Antiabortion advocates are moving aggressively in the wake of the election to devise new measures to punish people and organizations that help women get abortions, feeling emboldened to crack down on the flow of abortion pills into states with bans and no longer burdened by fear of political backlash.
A leading national antiabortion organization is seeking a meeting with Matt Gaetz, Trump's pick to lead the Justice Department, to discuss prosecuting abortion pill providers under a long-dormant law from the 19th century.
A Texas lawmaker introduced a bill one week after the election that would allow private citizens to sue internet providers for hosting abortion pill websites, part of a broader legislative push to target online clinics.
And the largest antiabortion group in Texas is planning a new wave of legal action in early 2025, looking for men interested in suing people who helped their female partners get abortions.
"You will see lawsuits filed now that were strategically not filed before the election," said John Seago, the president of Texas Right to Life, who has spent much of the past year sounding the alarm on the thousands of abortion pills  flowing into Texas by mail. "We have donors who fund that stuff who said, 'Let's wait until after November.'"
Many Republicans had feared that the abortion issue would help Democrats clinch the White House, especially after a string of striking victories for abortion rights in both red and blue states in the years since Roe v. Wade was overturned. But President-elect Donald Trump and other Republicans won by large margins, including in states with strict abortion bans, which Democrats had hoped would mobilize voters for Vice President Kamala Harris.
Antiabortion leaders are particularly energized by the prospect of their allies filling key posts in a Trump administration. While many were disappointed by Trump's pick of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who supports abortion rights, to lead the Department of Health and Human Services, they have high hopes for a Justice Department led by Gaetz, who has an A+ rating from Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America, an antiabortion group that grades Congress members on their support for the antiabortion cause.
The number of abortions has risen in the United States since Roe fell, with many women in antiabortion states still able to access pills by mail through websites and grassroots organizations -- an avenue for abortion access that opponents hope can be blocked now that Republicans will control both the White House and Congress, and conservatives hold a majority in the Supreme Court.
"If I was a midwife or a rando left activist packing pills in a basement in New York State ... I would be really f---ing worried right now," said Kristan Hawkins, the president of the national antiabortion group Students for Life who is seeking the meeting with Gaetz.
After appointing three conservative justices who helped overturn Roe -- and claiming credit for that ruling --  Trump tried to back away from the issue in the final months of his campaign, promising to veto a national abortion ban and declaring that his administration would be "great for women and their reproductive rights."
That strategy proved effective. Trump won several key battleground states that also voted to enshrine abortion rights in their state constitutions. In Arizona and Nevada, many voters split their tickets, voting to secure abortion rights while also backing Trump. The same thing happened in Florida, where Trump won by 13 points and an abortion rights referendum won 57 percent of the vote, falling just short of the 60 percent needed to pass.
Many antiabortion advocates have interpreted the election results as proof that voters are not as outraged about abortion rights as Democrats had hoped -- leaving room to crack down further on the issue.
"The 'right' to kill babies is just not as popular as the Democrat party expected it would be," antiabortion advocate Lila Rose wrote on X the day after the election, following up with an all-caps message for the vice president: "KILLING BABIES IS NOT THE W YOU THOUGHT IT WOULD BE, KAMALA."
Abortion rights groups are hoping that Republican leaders and prosecutors take the opposite lesson from the election, based on the collective results of the abortion referendums. Of the 10 states where abortion was on the ballot, seven voted to protect abortion rights.
"I think prosecutors are reading those signs just like anyone else," said Sara Ainsworth, the senior legal and policy director at If/When/How, a group that offers abortion-related legal support. "I don't see that this gives them political cover in that way."
At least two dozen clinics, websites and grassroots organizations  mail abortion pills into antiabortion states, according to Plan C, an abortion rights organization that aggregates and tests pill suppliers. The largest of those clinics supplies pills to at least 6,000 women in states with abortion bans every month, the group's founder told The Washington Post earlier this year. Requests for pills skyrocketed after the election.
There have been very few attempts to charge anyone involved in distributing pills under abortion bans. One high-profile lawsuit against three friends who helped a Texas woman obtain abortion pills ended last month, after the woman's ex-husband dropped his claims.
The abortion bans that have taken effect since the fall of Roe all include exceptions for the woman seeking to end her pregnancy, only allowing prosecutors to charge doctors or others who help facilitate the abortion. In rare cases, women who try to terminate their pregnancies have been charged under other laws.
In Texas -- a state with a near-total abortion ban and that is widely seen as a testing ground for aggressive antiabortion measures -- Seago of Texas Right to Life worked with antiabortion lawmakers ahead of the 2023 legislative session to draft a series of bills to combat the rising numbers of abortion pills reaching Texas women.
None of the bills made it out of committee. Seago is hopeful that the upcoming legislative session, which begins in January, will yield different results -- with Republican lawmakers no longer able to use the "excuse of the election," he said. He worked closely with state Rep. Steve Toth (R), who introduced the bill targeting internet providers, and expects other leaders in the Senate to soon file other measures aimed at abortion pill websites.
Texas Right to Life also plans to help file  lawsuits to combat the issue early next year, with the goal of establishing precedent around which people and organizations can be sued or prosecuted for violating abortion bans, Seago said. Under Texas law, citizens can sue anyone who helps with "aiding or abetting" an abortion -- a vague designation that, through lawsuits, Seago hopes the courts will more explicitly define.
"That is a crucial piece that we need," said Seago. "Because then we have the blueprint to go after activists bringing pills into the country from the southern border, or Planned Parenthood putting minors on a bus to go to New Mexico."
Seago said Texas Right to Life would help file at least one lawsuit of this kind by February. The group, he said, is now searching for plaintiffs to file suit against those who help facilitate abortions, focusing on men who disagreed with their partner's decision to end her pregnancy. Texas Right to Life employees have been reaching out to antiabortion pregnancy centers and "abortion recovery groups" that minister to men.
"We tell them, 'If someone you minister to is interested in ... taking action after something happens, we are here,'" Seago said. The group has already surfaced some potential plaintiffs, he said, and is exploring other ways to recruit more.
Antiabortion advocates on  the state and national level are determined to challenge a series of new "shield laws" passed in Democrat-led states, which offer legal protections to abortion providers who prescribe and mail pills into states with abortion bans. After several years on the books, the shield laws remain untested in the courts.
With the election now over, a legal challenge to the shield laws is widely expected by legal experts and advocates on both sides.
"Some attorneys general and prosecutors were afraid of doing that kind of prosecution before the election and having it backfire," said Mary Ziegler, a law professor at the University of California at Davis who focuses on abortion, predicting a test case relatively soon.
An attorney general in Texas or Alabama could try to prosecute a doctor mailing pills under the shield laws in New York or Massachusetts, Ziegler said -- targeting a provider who they claim mailed pills to a woman in their state.
The shield laws explicitly prohibit states from extraditing an abortion provider or requiring the provider to cooperate with out-of-state lawsuits, said David Cohen, a professor at the Drexel University law school who helped design some of the shield laws. But antiabortion advocates may try to challenge the constitutionality of the measures.
While antiabortion advocates are confident that state-level actors will do what they can to crack down on abortion pills in the coming months and years, they are less certain about the role of the federal government.
A Trump-led Justice Department could in theory move quickly to enforce the Comstock Act, a long-dormant statute dating to the 19th century that bans the mailing of abortion pills and any other materials used for abortions. Antiabortion lawyers have argued that the Comstock Act could effectively ban abortion nationwide -- halting in-clinic procedures as well as abortions induced by medication.
But when pressed on the campaign trail, Trump said he would not enforce Comstock. While Gaetz has a strong antiabortion track record in Congress, he notably did not sign a 2023 letter sent by 41 other House and Senate Republicans urging the Justice Department to enforce the laws. Vice President-elect JD Vance was one of the signatories.
"The federal government should have nothing to do with this issue," Trump said in August when asked about Comstock.
A Justice Department-led prosecution of an abortion provider under the Comstock Act would attract major national media attention -- likely to anger the many independent and Republican-leaning women who support abortion rights but still voted for Trump.
"Once you have a provider hauled off and put in jail, it's going to be front page of every newspaper," said Cohen. "The process will be long, drawn out and high profile."
For those reasons, Cohen said, the Trump administration might opt for more "obscure and technical" restrictions on abortion -- efforts less likely to resonate with the general public. That could include reimposing old restrictions on abortion pills through the Department of Health and Human Services, such as requiring a doctor to meet with a patient in person to prescribe abortion pills.
Hawkins, of Students for Life, maintained that enforcing Comstock would not be the major policy departure that abortion rights advocates are describing -- and could be easily handled by the Trump administration.
"Comstock is a law, and it's not being upheld," Hawkins said. "I expect the attorney general will uphold the law."
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Senate Democrats request Matt Gaetz case files from the FBI
The lawmakers are seeking all documents related to the now-closed sex trafficking investigation into Donald Trump's pick for attorney general.
By Liz Goodwin, Jacqueline Alemany, Perry Stein | 2024-11-20

Then-Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee in July. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Democrats on the Senate Judiciary Committee are asking the FBI to provide all documents related to its closed sex trafficking investigation into Donald Trump's pick for attorney general, former congressman Matt Gaetz (R-Florida), to ensure the material is considered at his confirmation hearing next year.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) has discouraged the release of a House Ethics Committee report covering similar ground, raising questions about how much information senators will obtain as they weigh whether Gaetz should head the Justice Department. The House Ethics Committee is expected to meet Wednesday to consider releasing the report.
Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Illinois) and other Senate Democrats on the committee requested the evidentiary file on Gaetz's alleged sex trafficking in a letter to FBI Director Christopher A. Wray on Wednesday. That would include interviews with a woman who said she was paid to have sex with Gaetz when she was 17. Gaetz has strongly denied the accusations, and the Justice Department did not bring charges against him.
"The grave public allegations against Mr. Gaetz speak directly to his fitness to serve as the chief law enforcement officer for the federal government," the Democrats wrote. "The unanswered questions regarding Mr. Gaetz's alleged conduct are particularly significant given that his associate, Joel Greenberg, pleaded guilty to the sex trafficking charge for which Mr. Gaetz was also investigated."
The Justice Department generally does not hand over to Congress sensitive case information in ongoing or closed investigations. The sex trafficking investigation would be likely to come up in a background check of Gaetz that the FBI would conduct ahead of the Senate confirmation process. The FBI typically summarizes aspects of the investigations to the committee. The type and amount of information that the FBI would find relevant to provide could vary.
The Senate Judiciary Committee will be controlled by Republicans next year, when Gaetz's hearing would occur. Some GOP members have said they would like to have access to all relevant information on the allegations. On Wednesday, Gaetz and Vice President-elect JD Vance were meeting with Republicans to push for their support for the former congressman, with Gaetz saying the allegations are false.
Other damaging information may come out about Gaetz after an unidentified hacker was said to have accessed a shared file among lawyers in a civil suit that also concerns the trafficking allegations. The file contains sworn testimony from a woman who said Gaetz paid to have sex with her when she was 17, said a person familiar with the hack, which was first reported by the New York Times.
The senators argued there was precedent for the FBI to hand over the files, including when the bureau turned over more than 880,000 pages of documents to House committees "pertaining to the investigation and decision not to charge Hillary Clinton for her use of a private email server."
One Democratic committee member, Sen. Jon Ossoff (D-Georgia), did not sign the letter.
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Stephen Miller is the breathless voice of extreme Trumpism
Stephen Miller is at the forefront of claiming that Trump has support he lacks to undertake actions that challenge the American system.
By Philip Bump | 2024-11-20

Stephen Miller walks out to speak before Donald Trump at a campaign event in Detroit on Oct. 18. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


There are two Donald Trump voices.
One is the voice with which we're the most familiar: the rambling, eccentric Trump who tells familiar, overlapping stories with the consistent moral that he is right and others are wrong. This is the Trump who talks about being eaten by a shark or who marvels at the military canine ("I call it a dog") as he's discussing the killing of a terrorist leader.
Then there's the other Trump, the teleprompter Trump. This is the one who offers an approximation of soaring rhetoric with a relatively monotonous delivery. The Trump who has gotten all of the things he wanted to talk about off his chest, so now he dutifully reads the prepared remarks promising sweeping change and the fulfillment of everyone's dreams and blah blah blah.
It often feels tacked on because it often is. And it often doesn't sound like Trump because it isn't. It's Stephen Miller.
Miller, as you're probably aware, is the longtime Trump adviser who, in 2016, shifted from running the communications shop for Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-Alabama) to helping Trump craft policy during his presidential campaign -- particularly on immigration, where Miller had established himself as a fervent hard-liner. He's been with Trump since, writing many of Trump's major speeches, though it's often not the Miller-crafted lines that people remember.
Sometimes -- like on social media -- Miller speaks for himself. And when he does, you can get a pure, uncut sense of what Trumpism is about, a purer sense than you get from Trump himself, given all of his asides and tangents. You gain a sense of the niche Miller has created for himself in the annals of people who have served as the megaphones for political strongmen.
On Tuesday night, Miller joined a runner-up for that title: Fox News host Sean Hannity, one of the channel's staffers who hasn't yet been pledged a role in the new administration. (Miller has; he'll be a deputy chief of staff.) Over the course of about eight minutes, Miller presented rhetoric about Trump and Trump's electoral victory that was so over the top, you'd have to imagine that even Trump might have thought it a bit much. At times, Hannity seemed to.
"Stephen, how are you?" Hannity began.
"I am good, Sean, my old friend," Miller replied. And then, without pausing: "After nine years, we are here, on the heels of a landslide like the world has never seen before, prepared under President Trump's leadership to implement historical, transformative, long-awaited change to make this government accountable to the people of this country once again. It will be, as Donald Trump said, a new golden age for America."
Hannity barely blinked, transitioning into a question about the administration's plans. He could have noted that Trump's victory was by no means a landslide, with Trump earning less than half of the votes cast and winning by a narrower margin than in any presidential contest since 2000. And that's just when talking about the United States; Trump's conversational partners in Russia and North Korea often do far better than that.
But it's important for Miller and Trump to suggest that his mandate is robust and overwhelming because it serves as a justification for the administration's sweeping plans.
On immigration, for example, Miller promised immediate action.
"It's going to be at light speed, Sean," he told Hannity. "The moment that President Trump puts his hand on that Bible and takes the oath of office, as he has said, the occupation ends, liberation day begins. He will immediately sign executive orders, sealing the border shut, beginning the largest deportation operation in American history, finding the criminal gangs, rapists, drug dealers and monsters that have murdered our citizens and sending them home."
He may try, certainly. But as we saw the last time Trump was president, this is far easier said than done. Trump's efforts to implement changes to immigration policy in 2017 were quickly met with legal pushback and losses in courtrooms nationwide. Trump wants to be a dictator on the first day of his presidency, as he has said, acting without restraint, but there are still restraints in place. Any suggestion that Trump's "landslide" should counteract those restraints is, obviously, statistically unfounded and hostile to the balance of powers that defines the American system.
But Miller's job isn't to say what Trump can do and the hurdles he'll face. It's to breathlessly celebrate the triumphs of the deified figure he serves. Asked whether Trump would attempt to sidestep the Senate's constitutionally articulated role in confirming Cabinet nominees if necessary, Miller (who had earlier described Trump's picks as a "dream team") immediately said he would.
"The president has won a mandate" -- see above -- "and he will use all lawful, constitutional means to fulfill that mandate on behalf of the people who voted for him in record numbers," Miller said. The record set here, it seems, is "votes ever cast for Donald Trump," which doesn't really count. But you see how it works. Establish the standard as Trump being the overwhelming choice of the people and then frame opposition to him as opposition to those people.
The reality is that Trump remains a deeply polarizing political figure, one whose three presidential runs have earned the vote of less than a third of America's adult population each time. His victory this month was in part a function of people who stayed home relative to 2020. But he and his team have plans to dramatically upend the American system and to do so while toppling the balance of powers articulated in the Constitution. To rationalize doing so, they point to the imagined dominance of his victory.
Miller's voice is loudest among them, sometimes coming directly out of Trump's mouth.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/11/20/trump-stephen-miller/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump's education pick once incorrectly claimed to have education degree 
Linda McMahon incorrectly said in a 2009 state board of education questionnaire that she had a bachelor's degree in education, according to news reports.
By Beth Reinhard, Aaron Schaffer, Laura Meckler | 2024-11-21

Linda McMahon speaks during an America First Policy Institute gala at Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate on Thursday in Palm Beach, Florida. (Alex Brandon/AP)


Linda McMahon, President-elect Donald Trump's choice as education secretary, incorrectly claimed in 2009 that she had a bachelor's degree in education on a questionnaire for a Connecticut Board of Education post.
McMahon received a bachelor's degree in French and a teaching certificate from East Carolina University, according to her alma mater's announcement that she would deliver the 2018 commencement speech.
The questionnaire containing the error was obtained by The Washington Post on Wednesday, confirming a report by the Hartford Courant during her unsuccessful campaign for the U.S. Senate in 2010.
The mistake also appeared in her official biography that accompanied her application.
She said at the time that she mistakenly thought her degree was in education because she did a semester of student teaching, and that she had written to the governor's office the previous year to correct the error after another newspaper noticed the mistake.
McMahon resigned from the state education board one day after the Courant told her it intended to write about the error, the paper reported, but McMahon attributed her decision to a state ruling involving her Senate bid.
"The clarification was addressed many, many years ago," said Brian Hughes, a spokesman for the Trump transition. "These types of politically motivated attacks are the new normal for nominees ready to enact President Trump's mandate for common sense that an overwhelming majority of Americans supported two weeks ago."
McMahon built World Wrestling Entertainment into a global empire with her husband, Vince McMahon, and led the Small Business Administration during Trump's first two years in office. She and her husband have both left the WWE.
In her 2009 testimony to Connecticut lawmakers as a state education board nominee, McMahon said that education had been "a major interest" and a "significant constant in my life." She also said she was proud of WWE programs that encouraged young people to read, to support military service and to vote.
"Between my work at WWE expanding our educational initiatives and my experiences as a trustee at Sacred Heart, I have become deeply interested in how we are educating our children," she said, referencing her service on the board of a Connecticut university.
But McMahon left the board after serving about one year, after state elections officials ruled that she would have to restrict her political fundraising, according to her resignation letter obtained by The Post. 
"As a candidate for the U.S. Senate, I frequently support, attend and speak at political events that include fundraising activities," McMahon wrote to the governor. "Although the opinion does not preclude a board member from running for public office, it does disallow them from engaging in many of the activities that are necessary to be a successful candidate."
She added, "The recent revelation of this rule has come as a surprise to me as well as to other members of the board. Therefore, in order to avoid any violation of this rule or even the appearance of a violation, it is with deep regret that I must immediately resign and relinquish my position on the board."
McMahon went on to spend about $100 million of her own money on unsuccessful campaigns for the U.S. Senate from her home state of Connecticut in 2010 and 2012. She also raised tens of millions of dollars for Republican candidates -- including Trump.
The president-elect's announcement late Tuesday that he had chosen her to lead the education department noted McMahon's service on the Connecticut Board of Education and on the board of trustees at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut.
"Linda will use her decades of Leadership experience, and deep understanding of both Education and Business, to empower the next Generation of American Students and Workers," Trump said.
As education secretary, McMahon could be tasked with trying to close the agency she was selected to lead. This would require congressional action. She's also expected to be a chief spokesperson for Trump's goals of passing a federal school voucher program and using the agency's powers to crack down on lessons about systemic racism and access to bathrooms and sports for transgender students.
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Is the U.S. military too 'woke' to win wars? Hardly.
The U.S. military's patchy history this century is much more about the tasks it has been assigned.
By Max Boot | 2024-11-21

Paratroopers assigned to 1st Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, in Fort Bragg, North Carolina, in 2020. (Spec. Hubert Delany III/U.S. Army/AP) 


Why does President-elect Donald Trump intend to nominate as his defense secretary Pete Hegseth, a 44-year-old Fox News host and former major in the Army National Guard who has no experience running a vast organization like the Defense Department and who is now embroiled in a sexual assault scandal? (He denies wrongdoing in the 2017 incident, and no police charges were filed.)
At least part of the explanation for the decision can be found in Trump's desire to purge what he has described as "a woke military that can't fight or win, as proven in Afghanistan." In a book published earlier this year, Hegseth wrote: "Our generals are not ready for this moment in history. Not even close. The next president of the United States needs to radically overhaul Pentagon senior leadership to make us ready to defend our nation and defeat our enemies. Lots of people need to be fired."
These criticisms might resonate with at least a portion of the public fed up with the costly futility of America's wars in Iraq and Afghanistan -- and conditioned by relentless right-wing criticism into thinking that the armed forces have been hijacked by social justice activists. Although the military remains one of the most respected institutions in U.S. society, only 60 percent of those surveyed by Gallup in 2023 expressed confidence in the armed services -- the lowest level in more than two decades.
Yet the blame for what went wrong with the post-9/11 wars rests more with politicians than generals. It was America's political leaders who gave the armed forces the thankless task of transforming Afghanistan and Iraq into Western-style democracies. That was probably a mission impossible, especially given the limited commitment Washington was willing to make in both countries. For example, when President Barack Obama announced in 2009 that he was sending 30,000 more troops to Afghanistan, he also said they would begin coming home within 18 months -- a timeline that encouraged the Taliban to wait them out.
The U.S. military, having all but forgotten about counterinsurgency strategy before the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, had its share of blunders in the early days of the wars in both Afghanistan and Iraq, but on the whole, military leaders proved resilient and adaptable. This can be seen in the successes of the 2007-2008 U.S. "surge" in Iraq, which brought the country back from the brink of civil war, and of the post-2014 period when U.S. forces supported Kurdish and Iraqi allies to defeat the Islamic State.
Some of the biggest U.S. policy disasters in recent history -- such as the rise of the Islamic State after the U.S. pullout from Iraq in 2011 or the collapse of the Kabul government after the U.S. pullout from Afghanistan in 2021 -- occurred when presidents disregarded military advice to keep a residual force in each country. It is particularly rich that the Trump transition team is reportedly discussing court-martialing officers involved in the bungled exit from Afghanistan during President Joe Biden's administration when Trump was the one who negotiated the withdrawal in the first place -- and he tried to pull out U.S. troops even earlier, before the end of his first term.
In the course of chronicling the U.S. wars of the past quarter-century, I've grown to know and admire many of America's most distinguished generals and admirals. Based on personal observation, I would say that Gen. David H. Petraeus, Gen. Jim Mattis, the late Gen. Ray Odierno, Gen. Lloyd Austin, Adm. James G. Stavridis, Adm. William H. McRaven, Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal, Lt. Gen. H.R. McMaster and other outstanding military leaders of recent decades are every bit the equal of any group of generals and admirals in U.S. history -- and that includes Gens. George S. Patton and Douglas MacArthur, two deeply flawed historical figures whom Trump appears to venerate.
Many of today's generals had considerable success fighting (as junior officers) in the 1991 Gulf War and (as more senior commanders) in the 2003 invasion of Iraq, and they undoubtedly would have won more victories if they had fought more conventional conflicts. It was their bad luck -- and the nation's -- that they were tasked with carrying out messy and unsatisfying counterinsurgencies and nation-building exercises.
But they certainly cannot be accused of putting "wokeness" above combat capability. Mattis, for one, is known for sayings such as "Be polite, be professional, but have a plan to kill everybody you meet." Trump reviles Mattis as "the world's most overrated general" not because Mattis is too politically correct but because Mattis resigned as Trump's defense secretary and publicly criticized his policies.
I have no doubt that some "diversity" training involves trendy academic jargon that can be annoying to participants, and that it can backfire by dividing troops along ethnic or gender lines. But some diversity training is important in a very diverse force full of women and ethnic minorities. It's important to make the military a welcoming destination for recruits of all backgrounds -- not just White men.
Hegseth's criticisms of affirmative action programs and women in combat assignments will probably make military recruiters' jobs harder. There is little evidence to suggest, as so many on the right do, that "wokeness" hurts recruitment; internal military surveys show that young people don't sign up primarily because they view military service as too dangerous and not a good career path.
The extent to which the U.S. armed forces actually engage in diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) training has been vastly exaggerated. Most of the examples of "wokeness" that MAGA activists have dug up occur at the service academies, where students might receive instruction on issues of gender and race, just as their civilian counterparts do. But the military remains a conservative institution focused on deterring and defeating the nation's enemies -- not on promoting critical race theory.
In 2023, Army Sgt. Maj. Michael A. Grinston told the House Armed Services Committee that in basic training, 92 hours were dedicated to rifle marksmanship and only one hour to equal opportunity training, which includes dealing with sexual harassment and sexual assault. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. JoAnne S. Bass testified that her service "does not have pronoun training" and is focused on "warfighting."
What would really degrade combat readiness is not DEI training but purging the senior officer ranks on political grounds and, as Trump has vowed to do, employing the military for domestic law enforcement tasks such as rounding up undocumented immigrants. Either undertaking would be a major distraction from preparing to fight China, Russia, Iran, North Korea and other potential foes. MAGA politicization is a far bigger threat to the armed forces than "wokeness."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/11/21/donald-trump-pete-hegseth-woke-military/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Flu season horror stories
Edith Pritchett cartoon on flu season. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-11-21

Edith Pritchett (Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Africa's coupmakers promised prosperity and security. They failed on both.
The Sahel is now the world's terrorism hot spot. Trump should pay attention.
By Keith B. Richburg | 2024-11-21

Supporters of Niger's junta join calls to fight for the country's freedom and push back against foreign interference in Niamey, Niger, on Aug. 3, 2023. (Sam Mednick/AP)


Around the world, especially during this "year of elections," people have shown that when their elected governments fail to deliver economic prosperity, or cannot provide security, they vote the incumbents out and give the opposition a shot.
In West Africa in recent years, when citizens came to see the democratic system failing to meet those basic needs -- prosperity and security -- they've gone a step further: actively encouraging and supporting their countries' militaries to take power from what they consider incompetent or corrupt ruling elites.
That was the case in Gabon in August 2023, when soldiers overthrew President Ali Bongo after his reelection in a contest considered rigged. And in Niger a month before, when soldiers toppled President Mohamed Bazoum and placed him under house arrest. And in Burkina Faso in late 2022, when acting president Lt. Col. Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba was removed for his inability to combat a growing Islamist insurgency -- just months after he had taken power in his own coup. Putsches happened the year before in Guinea and Mali.
So how's that been working out? Not so well. And there's a sandstorm of evidence that the people who supported the coups are suffering from buyer's remorse.
Almost all the cases across Africa's Sahel region have followed history's axiom: Militaries are great at seizing power and usually terrible at managing sophisticated economies.
Military rulers are also intolerant of criticism.
Niger's junta leader signed a decree targeting nine political opponents as terrorists, the deposed president, Bazoum, and members of his ousted government remain in detention, and journalists have been arrested in a sweeping suppression of dissent. Human rights have deteriorated in Burkina Faso since the coup, with reports of a crackdown on the media and perceived dissidents. Gabon has been accused of continuing human rights abuses.
There's another old truism: Soldiers, once in power, tend to want to stick around. Promised elections get delayed. Timelines for the "transition to democracy" get extended years into the future. And more often than not, the generals change their military garb for pinstripe suits and try to stay in power through stage-managed contests with opposition candidates who are imprisoned or otherwise hobbled. It's an age-old pattern from the continent's post-independence history -- and one I saw firsthand during my stint there as a correspondent for The Post in the early 1990s. For example, when Nigeria's military strongman, Gen. Ibrahim Babangida, refused to cede power after a much-ballyhooed promise to return to civilian rule.
Gabon is scheduled to have elections in August, after voters recently approved a new constitution -- and the coup leader, Brice Oligui Nguema, has more than hinted he plans to be a candidate. The soldiers in Niger have vaguely promised to hold elections three years after their coup, meaning in 2026. The junta in Burkina Faso is even more vague, postponing a return to civilian rule to -- well, no one knows when. The junta said holding elections was "not a priority."
A glaring irony is that the militaries that seize power from elected governments often fail at the one job they're supposed to be good at: providing security.
Again, the juntas of the Sahel region prove the case. Part of their justification for seizing power was that the civilian leaders -- aided by troops from France and, in Niger, the United States -- failed to stem a growing terrorist insurgency by local branches of al-Qaeda and the Islamic State. The United States was forced to withdraw from its sprawling and strategic military base in Niger in August on the demand of the coupmakers.
The coup leaders promised they would quickly restore security and beat back the insurgents, with help from Russia, which sent its own contingent from the paramilitary Wagner Group, since renamed Africa Corps. The coups across the Sahel were greeted by cheering citizens waving Russian flags.
But now, Islamic State terrorists are as emboldened as ever, and across the Sahel, government soldiers appear to be on the back foot. According to the group Armed Conflict Location and Event Data, reported fatalities across Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger reached a record-high 7,620 in the first half of this year -- an increase of 9 percent compared with the same period in 2023 and a 37 percent increase over the same period in 2022. The Islamic State is controlling territory and expanding its area of operations.
The Sahel has become the world's hot spot for global terrorism -- now way ahead of Afghanistan and Iraq.
This is frightening on several levels. First, the chaos is already fueling a new wave of refugees heading to Europe. And the violence in the Sahel is spilling into neighboring countries, including democracies (however flawed) such as Nigeria, which just reported an increase in cross-border terrorist attacks. Africans' views of democracy are already fragile; more than half in surveys say they're open to military rule if civilian politicians are abusing their power. If democratic countries become destabilized, more people could become lured by the falsehood that the military can do a better job.
Africa might not be on the agenda of the incoming Trump administration. But Donald Trump -- who never set foot on the continent in his first term -- had better pay attention. The United States largely ignored Afghanistan in the 1990s, until the 9/11 terrorist attacks. Africa needs active and sustained U.S. engagement. That means high-level visits, active diplomacy, more private-sector investment and more trade, starting with a continuation of the African Growth and Opportunity Act, which is set to expire next year. Without a concerted strategy, we might soon be asking: Who lost Africa?
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RFK Jr. aside, what should we do to make America healthier? 
And can we disentangle his good ideas from his conspiracy theories?
By Charles Lane, Leana Wen, Robert Gebelhoff | 2024-11-21
People are justifiably alarmed at the prospect of Robert F. Kennedy Jr. being put in charge of American health policy. On the latest episode of "Impromptu," deputy Opinions editor Charles Lane, pediatrician and columnist Leana S. Wen, and editor Rob Gebelhoff debate how to disentangle the candidate's sound ideas from his conspiratorial ones -- and what we should do to make America healthier.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Charles Lane: If you could argue for just one policy change, only one that would actually make America healthier, what would it be?
Rob Gebelhoff: I think one of the biggest issues that we could fix is to empower the food division of the Food and Drug Administration to better regulate the industry that it is supposed to be overseeing. That is a decades-long problem and it is a serious issue. Artificial trans fats were banned in 2015, and it is the only time that the FDA has used its mandatory powers to get rid of a substance from food. And that took about, I don't know, 20 years to actually happen? And that was after decades of scientists talking about this as an issue. This is just ridiculous. I would love to give the food division more authority and more resources to do these sorts of things, because that's what we really need to be focusing on.
Leana S. Wen: My answer is exercise. When you look at a single intervention that has the biggest impact on mortality, on cancer, on cardiovascular disease, second to none, it's exercise. People who exercise for the recommended amount by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, which is 150 minutes per week, have a 31 percent lower risk of dying from any cause, 29 percent lower risk of dying from cardiovascular disease, 15 percent lower risk of dying from cancer. Even half of that amount, which is just 11 minutes a day, will also substantially reduce mortality. There's no single medication that matches them, even cutting out things from food, which I certainly agree we need.
And so maybe there are things that could be done -- not to mandate exercise, of course, but to make it a lot easier for people to exercise. And whether they are from worker protections or in communities making walking paths more accessible, I would love to see that as the type of policy change, that perhaps even RFK Jr. can get behind, as something that could really make Americans healthy.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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Our democracy needs a different model for journalism
Informed voters are increasingly an endangered species. ProPublica's nonprofit model could help save them.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-11-21

The White House daily press briefing in May 2021. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The plight of the news business has gotten steadily worse over the past decade. Cable TV networks are shedding audience share at an alarming rate. Increasingly, they seemed to have forgotten who their audience even is. The hosts of "Morning Joe" visiting Mar-a-Lago was the sort of move, judging from the backlash, that is likely to increase its progressive audience's flight from MSNBC. CNN, in its effort to be all things to all people, is also hemorrhaging viewers. Many national newspapers are losing subscribers (and hollowing out their coverage), and local media has been shriveling for years. (The Post's decision not to endorse a presidential candidate unleashed an exodus of hundreds of thousands of readers who had expected a clarion voice in defense of democracy.)
It is not merely this shrinkage in conventional news consumption that should be alarming. The preponderance of voters who get no news whatsoever suggests the very notion of an "informed electorate" might become a thing of the past.
However, there is a part of the news ecosystem that seems to be growing by leaps and bounds: nonprofit news, especially the juggernaut ProPublica, which has been responsible for buckets of scoops that for-profit media have missed.
ProPublica has reported on everything from the actual tax rates paid by billionaires to Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas's financial scandals to the story of a Georgia woman whose death resulted from the state's abortion law. It has run stories on everything from how "Opponents of Missouri Abortion Rights Amendment Turn to Anti-Trans Messaging and Misinformation" to how "Tribal College Campuses Are Falling Apart. The U.S. Hasn't Fulfilled Its Promise to Fund the Schools." One of its most recent investigations revealed, "Private schools across the South that were established for white children during desegregation are now benefiting from tens of millions in taxpayer dollars flowing from rapidly expanding voucher-style programs." (You come away wondering what else you are missing relying on for-profit media.)
I recently spoke with Stephen Engelberg, ProPublica's editor. He described the extraordinary expansion of an experiment that began in 2008 with a $10 million budget. Since then, its national coverage and staff (now about 150) have boomed, its budget has increased to $50 million, and it has created hubs across the country to fill the gap in regional and state news. It went from 36,000 donors in 2022 to 55,000 today.
Starting with a single hub in Illinois, it has added others in the South, Southwest, Northwest, Midwest, Texas (in collaboration with the Texas Tribune) and New York. It has received seven Pulitzer Prizes, five Peabody Awards, eight Emmy Awards and 15 George Polk Awards in the short time it has operated.
Moreover, ProPublica has pioneered an inventive partnership with local papers all over the country. ProPublica provides an enterprising investigative reporter with salary for a year plus the infrastructure necessary to report the story, including editors, research assistance and lawyers.
"This was a massive shift in what we are doing," Engelberg says. He is producing a body of work that provides, as he put it, "substantial knowledge all over the country."
The impact is unmistakable. This year, ProPublica has averaged 11.8 million page views per month on- and off-platform (views on propublica.org and on aggregators such as Apple News and MSN). That represented a jump of 22 percent since 2022. It also just passed 200,000 followers on Instagram and has nearly 130,000 followers on YouTube.
It has partially filled the demand for local reporting that has resulted from the brutal realities of the newspaper industry's consolidation. But it has also found relevance by being serious and focused, instead of giving way to many legacy media outlets' impulse to lure back readers with games and frivolous lifestyle columns.
"I would say they are missing the point," Engelberg says. "You get subscriptions by consistently providing material you can't get elsewhere."
In reading the output of ProPublica and its affiliates, I am struck by the density and depth of the reporting. You learn new things, not simply what people are saying about things you already know. Rather than following the same three or four D.C.-centric stories with endless iterations (What does Sen. Tom say about the White House announcement that it would oppose Rep. Jane's tweet?), ProPublica does not assume its audience wants to hear only about those stories or is allergic to diverse topics.
There are still gaps nationwide. There are places all over the country where granular coverage of local politics is nonexistent. Every day, school board meetings, city councils and other public hearings go unreported. It has become difficult to persuade people to pay for that sort of local coverage.
But perhaps, rather than giving news consumers the equivalent of junk food, meaty coverage about critical events could draw disaffected readers and viewers back. I can only hope, for the sake of our democracy, that ProPublica will spawn imitators and provide competition to spur for-profits to be a better version of themselves.
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A confrontation between Trump and the Fed might be inevitable
The president-elect's threat to Fed independence is the sleeper economic issue of the next few years.
By Catherine Rampell | 2024-11-21

President Donald Trump and Jerome H. Powell at the White House on Nov. 2, 2017. (Carlos Barria/Reuters) 


DALLAS -- Forget the tariffs and mass deportations. The sleeper economic issue of the next few years -- the one where President-elect Donald Trump could wreak the most permanent damage -- is sabotage of the Federal Reserve.
"We're very focused just on getting the job done for the American people," Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell told me at an event here in Texas in response to a question about threats to Fed independence. "That's enough of a job for us to do, and we're focused on that."
Powell clearly hopes to avoid any political drama. He's not looking for a showdown with Trump. The U.S. economy is tantalizingly close to a coveted "soft landing" after all, largely thanks to the Fed's stewardship. But a confrontation between the White House and central bank isn't entirely up to Powell. In fact, it's starting to look inevitable, given some of Trump's choices.
During his first term, Trump threw tantrums when the Fed modestly raised interest rates, even as the economy was booming. He called Powell an "enemy" and threatened to fire him. (This likely would have been illegal.) Trump also tried to appoint political toadies to Fed positions to undermine Powell and other central bankers.
Trump's vandalism didn't succeed, partly because Powell showed backbone and partly because Trump's own aides and allies foiled him. But the objective was clear: Trump hoped to bully the Fed into slashing interest rates and printing more money, whether the economy needed a boost or not.
Why is Trump obsessed with lower interest rates? Well, as the self-proclaimed "king of debt," his own finances benefit when the cost of borrowing goes down. More importantly, low rates can also  help him politically, at least in the near term. Cheap money makes voters feel richer, which encourages them to spend more. This sugar rush can be good for incumbents.
In the long run, though, overheating the economy fuels inflation. And the remedy required to cool inflation -- raising interest rates -- is quite painful. Politicians, always fixated on the next election, are loath to administer this bitter medicine.
That's why it's a bad idea to put politicians in charge of the money supply (see Venezuela, Argentina, Turkey). Countries whose central banks are more insulated from short-term political pressures tend to have more price stability. When central bankers can focus on long-term economic health rather than an imminent election, they're more willing to "take away the punchbowl."
That's precisely what the Fed had to do these past few years, after supply-chain disruptions and strong consumer demand fueled inflation. So far, the Fed's interest rate hikes, unpopular as they've been, seem to have worked: Inflation is within spitting distance of the Fed's 2 percent target, and the economy is still looking strong.
The central bank's past reputation as a party-pooper has been critical to this success. It's not enough for the Fed be willing to do what's necessary to kill inflation; the public must also believe the Fed will follow through.
"Inflation is a social phenomenon," Powell said. "If people believe that inflation will be higher, then it probably will be. And if they believe that inflation will come down, then people who make and take prices and wages, they will make sure that it does come down. So, it's absolutely critical that we be credible."
Alas, credibility is an alien concept to Trump. While he claims he wouldn't fire Powell, he has said he expects more say over interest rates. Many of Trump's top allies -- e.g., "first buddy" Elon Musk, Project 2025 architect Russell Vought, Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah), economic adviser Scott Bessent -- have also urged him to seize control of the Fed or otherwise undermine its credibility.
You might think there's no need for a showdown anytime soon, since the Fed has been cutting interest rates and is expected to slash them at least a little further. But Trump's other economic proposals might ultimately force the Fed to slow or even reverse its rate cuts, setting it on a collision course with the next administration.
That's because so much of Trump's economic agenda is likely to be inflationary (deficit-financed corporate tax cuts, global tariff hikes, mass deportations), which would traditionally lead to more "restrictive" Fed policies (e.g., higher rates). Indeed, shortly after Trump won reelection, markets began pricing in both higher inflation and fewer rate cuts.
Powell has refused to comment on how these policy changes would affect the economy. "I think it's too early to reach judgments here," he said in Dallas.
But contrast that with comments Powell made in December 2016 after Trump was first elected, when Powell said it was "reasonable" to assume fiscal policy under a Republican trifecta would put "upward pressure" on inflation. As Trump's second-term agenda becomes clearer, similar forecasts might become hard to avoid.
Powell and his colleagues clearly wish to stay out of the political fray. But the fray might be coming for them.
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The 'Emerging Democratic Majority' is no longer emerging. Now what?
Donald Trump's victory is another sign that trickle-down social justice has failed liberals.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-11-21

A shale gas drilling site in St. Mary's, Pennsylvania, in March 2020. (Keith Srakocic/AP) 


For most of my working life, the Democratic Party has counted heavily on demographics. Its theory of politics had different names -- the "Emerging Democratic Majority" that John Judis and Ruy Teixeira wrote about in 2002, or Barack Obama's "coalition of the ascendant" -- but the idea was the same: Demographic shifts meant Republicans would be stuck with a rump of aging White voters while Democrats built a dominant coalition from all the groups that were growing: the young, the college educated, the LGBTQ+ community, and the non-White working class, particularly Hispanics.
Over time, this idea became somewhat unmoored from its roots. Judis and Teixeira had envisioned the party holding a healthy chunk of the White working class, but a lot of the later progressive versions envisioned a kind of demographic destiny in which the party, no longer hostage to its culturally conservative voters, would be free to move significantly leftward. (Judis and Teixeira have been trying for several years to stop this mutant version of their thesis from distorting Democratic politics.) It all seemed plausible at the time, but history has decisively falsified that thesis, as Donald Trump steadily attracted more working-class voters, particularly among Hispanic communities.
After shifting noticeably Trumpward in 2020, this year, heavily Hispanic counties swung toward Trump by 14 points compared with four years ago. Hispanics are almost 20 percent of the population, and accounted for more than 70 percent of total population growth between 2022 and 2023. The coalition of the ascendant assumed that voting bloc would reliably deliver fat margins for Democrats; if they don't, there is no durable, dominant majority.
If you want to understand why Democrats became so invested in this theory, and why it failed, I recommend Musa al-Gharbi's new book, "We Have Never Been Woke." Al-Gharbi analyzes the "Great Awokening" that started around 2010 and swept through elite institutions during the ensuing decade. One of the prominent themes of the book is that for all the talk about ending racial disparities and economic inequality, this was a movement by and for elite "symbolic capitalists" who make their living manipulating ideas rather than physical reality.
Unsurprisingly, it tended to serve their interests and values better than anyone else's.
Consider the racial reckoning of 2020, and what it actually achieved. Activist groups with a racial justice focus saw an influx of donations, and some local governments flirted with radical de-policing ideas that were quickly abandoned as crime started to spike. Some buildings were renamed, and some prominent people prominently lost their jobs. The most noticeable effect, however, was that the kind of workplaces employing a lot of college graduates expanded their diversity, equity and inclusion offices and increased DEI initiatives and training.
That's not to say the new hires didn't deserve to be there. Diversifying elite workplaces is good for many reasons, including social justice. But it can create the illusion of more progress than is actually being made: If you were a Black food-service worker living in a high-crime neighborhood, or a Black small business owner trying to figure out how to meet payroll during a pandemic, how much did you benefit from all this frenetic activity?
As with so much modern activism, it became the social justice version of what critics used to call Ronald Reagan's "trickle down economics": Elites would spend a lot of time searching our souls and policing our language, and create new opportunities for college graduates who belonged to underrepresented minorities. Somehow, by osmosis, those changes would eventually work their way down to the majority of people in those groups who didn't have a college diploma, or any shot at working in Hollywood or at the New York Times.
Call it trickle-down social justice.
That also describes how donor-funded activist groups amassed outsize power within the Democratic coalition. During a recent podcast for the New York Times, Ezra Klein noted that "you have these groups that are claiming to speak for very, very wide swaths of the electorate and persuading Democrats of things that those parts of the electorate simply don't believe. In the room where the Democrats are sort of making these decisions, you have staffers from these groups, and they're often maybe the only Black person in the room or maybe the only Hispanic person in the room, so they're granted a degree of deference."
Of course, it's valuable to have people in the room who can speak personally about being victimized by racial profiling, or languishing inside the bowels of our malfunctioning immigration system, or getting targeted for discrimination because of their sexual identity. But Democrats were acting as though these activists were something like old-school union bosses, elected to represent a broad membership, when the only people they truly represented were their colleagues and the people writing checks. Nor do college-educated activists even necessarily make good stand-ins for a large and diverse group of people, most of whom don't have college diplomas. Like the White working class, those folks tend to be more culturally conservative, even on racial issues, than their highly educated counterparts.
That's especially true when we're talking about the professional left. A progressive Hispanic activist might accept a label such as Latinx out of respect for queer people, or at least in deference to another important part of the left-wing coalition. But they're not empowered to make that decision for Hispanic voters as a whole, a lesson the left apparently had to learn the hard way: A recent study suggests the term has cost Democrats support among Hispanic voters.
Thankfully, "Latinx" now seems to be falling out of fashion, including among Democratic politicians. Those politicians should take that lesson to heart, rather than repeating it on a grander scale. Trickle-down social justice has failed, both as an instrument of broader social change and as a theory of politics. College-educated Democrats can win by speaking to working-class voters, but not by speaking for them.
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The real antidote to political bitterness
Any hope of bridging our divide hinges on our ability to see one another as citizens and friends.
By Greg Weiner | 2024-11-21

(Washington Post illustration; iStock) 


Greg Weiner is a professor of political science and president of Assumption University in Worcester, Massachusetts. This column is adapted from a speech delivered at the opening of the university's Center for Civic Friendship.
What are the prospects for civic friendship in the United States today?
Let's begin by defining the term: Civic friendship denotes the friendship of citizens. Any hope of soothing the bitterness of our current politics hinges on it, on our ability to see one another as citizens and friends. Civic friendship is not the same thing as civil dialogue. There are many laudable efforts to encourage civil dialogue on university campuses and in other settings. But these are about how we interact, not about why we do or what we hope to achieve in our interaction. Without cultivating true friendship among citizens, the best we can hope for from civil dialogue is to be more polite about unbridged divides. Civic friendship requires civil dialogue but places it in a context of common purpose that can make civic engagement -- especially our disagreements -- not only polite but also productive.
Civic friendship also differs from personal friendship. The philosophers of personal friendship, Aristotle and Cicero foremost among them, describe true friendship as a common pursuit of virtue or justice. Yet there is no polity of any size, at least in modern times, in which there is universal agreement on the nature of virtue -- and the word "justice" is even more fraught. Moreover, there is no polity in which it is reasonable for all people to know one another in a manner that would enable any kind of personal friendship, least of all the highest form.
In light of these dilemmas, it's reasonable to ask whether civic friendship is even possible. Thankfully, the answer is yes, and Augustine of Hippo shows us the way.
In his magnum opus, "The City of God," Augustine describes two cities: the heavenly city and the earthly one. Citizens of the heavenly city, who are united in the love of God, are simply pilgrims in the earthly city, which concerns the mundane affairs of this world. Augustine is sometimes regarded as an antipolitical thinker in that the City of God is, ultimately, the only city that matters. But this pilgrimage through the earthly city occurs for a reason. Augustine is indifferent neither to its affairs nor to the obligations of its citizens.
Instead, he offers a laudable yet grounded means of understanding the friendship of citizens. Cicero had defined the commonwealth as a community of people united by justice. If so, Augustine replies, there is no such thing as a commonwealth, for there is no such thing as complete justice in the earthly city. What there can be, he argues, is civic peace. This civic peace limits politics to "a kind of compromise between human wills about the things relevant to mortal life." Civic peace must occur among citizens, and Augustine's definition of a political community helps us understand what citizens are: "If one should say, 'A people is the association of a multitude of rational beings united by a common agreement on the objects of their love', then it follows that to observe the character of a particular people we must examine the objects of its love." In other words, if citizens love the same things, there can be peace and friendship -- and because the mortal concerns of the earthly city are amenable to compromise, that can suffice.
Civic friendship, then, is a condition in which citizens share basic commitments -- the same "object of their love" -- and the resulting harmony provides a basis for political conversation and even sharp political dispute. The more I trust that others share my desire to assess the prospects for civic friendship, for example, the more comfortable I am debating the topic, the more committed I am to civility and the less I feel inclined to perceive offense gratuitously.
Of course, Americans do not all love the same things in any deep sense. The imperative of civic friendship in the United States is to find common objects of our love that are broad enough to attract consensus but deep enough to be meaningful. The American regime was designed to achieve exactly that. To see how, we must note the difference between what the British philosopher Michael Oakeshott called "telocratic" and "nomocratic" regimes. Telocratic regimes -- the label comes from the Greek telos for goal or end -- pursue a substantive goal, whereas nomocratic regimes -- from the Greek nomos, meaning law -- are based on procedures by which disputes are resolved. Oakeshott argued that telocratic regimes inevitably place the goal above the law -- the end above the means.
In its design, the American regime, which is nomocratic, attempts a balance: It assumes the common good as an objective ideal but also provides no more than rules of the game for its pursuit. The more we treat the American regime as telocratic -- whether through the pursuit of progress on the left or greatness on the right -- the less we are able to maintain civic friendship. For if our most fundamental convictions are always at stake, compromise becomes not a civic good rooted in the moral virtue of humility but rather a positive evil.
That point is related to another challenge to civic friendship. Too much depends, or is perceived to depend, on elections. The grandiose inflation of presidential power, in which virtually everyone in American politics is complicit, intensifies this problem. For the entirety of this century, presidential campaigns have been cast in existential terms. Again, pick your partisan poison; both sides are drinking it.  George W. Bush said he would eradicate evil.  Barack Obama would slow the oceans' rise. Donald Trump's supporters said 2016 was the most important election since 1860, then, as if on cue, claimed 2020 was the most important election since 1864. In the most recent presidential campaign, we were told the choice was either Marxism or fascism. If any of these choices actually rest on one election of a single individual, we have strayed too far from the Constitution's modest understanding of the presidency. The best way to deflate the divisiveness of elections is to deflate the amount of power changing hands in each election, and that should start with diminishing the power of the presidency. The purpose of the separation of powers is to prevent any individual from wielding the entire power of the government.
Treating every dispute as existential also encourages bad citizenship. One cannot be a good citizen while regarding tens of millions of one's fellow citizens -- you can pick which half, but the point holds for Republicans and Democrats alike -- with either condescension or contempt. There are, to be sure, existential moments in political life. But elevating every moment to that status obscures the real ones.
Some of this rhetorical and presidential aggrandizement is natural, but it is worth asking the ancient and enduring question: Cui bono? Who benefits? The answer is, candidates for and occupants of public office. If they are defending our very existence, they are far more important, and limits to their power are far less defensible, than if they are refereeing disputes over this or that line in the federal budget.
It is no coincidence that these apparently existential electoral debates are largely based on abstractions rather than concrete policy disputes. The questions are not whether taxes should be higher or lower or whether we should spend more on defense or the environment. Those concrete differences are hospitable to compromise. Abstractions, by contrast, can never be palpably achieved or compromised, so the existential crises they describe are self-perpetuating.
But substituting concrete disputes for existential abstractions does not fully resolve the question of the common objects of our love. Abraham Lincoln's first inaugural address hints at what that object might be. His famous closing exhortation to a fracturing nation -- "we are not enemies, but friends" -- provides a basis, a common object of love, for that friendship. Lincoln calls that basis "the mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield, and patriot grave, to every living heart and hearthstone all over this broad land." Love of country is another way to put it, but Lincoln's reference to memory is key. Memory can be disputed, but it also concretely exists: It pertains to what has already occurred, not to an abstraction that is still over the horizon. Whether we became Americans yesterday or our ancestors arrived at Plymouth Rock, we are inheritors of an American experiment and experience for which, as citizens and friends, we are all responsible.
That, perhaps, is an abstraction, too. The chords of memory are, after all, "mystic." But grounding our common love of country in a shared past, with all its virtues and vices, rather than an undefined and abstract future gives us something concrete to share. Such a background -- a confidence that, whatever our political views, we are united in preserving what we share -- enables us to disagree in a spirit not simply of courtesy but also of friendship and trust.
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The GOP is setting a trap on trans rights. Sarah McBride has an answer.
The first trans member of Congress issued a response to cruelty that was a work of political artistry.
By Matt Bai | 2024-11-21

Rep.-elect Sarah McBride (D-Delaware) attends an orientation for new members of Congress at the Capitol on Nov. 14. (Allison Robbert/AFP/Getty Images)


Republicans have perfected a pretty good shtick for putting Democrats in a box when it comes to trans rights. This week, it was Nancy Mace, a congresswoman from South Carolina, who kicked off the whole cynical routine.
First, you single out someone transgender for unprompted cruelty. In Mace's case, this meant introducing a resolution to bar Sarah McBride, the newly elected Democrat from Delaware and the first trans member of Congress, from using the women's bathroom.
Then you sit back and wait for Democrats to do the decent thing, which is to stand up for the right of any American to be left alone. At which point, Republican leaders step in to say, as House Speaker Mike Johnson did, that they're "not going to engage in silly debates about this," as if it were Democrats and not Republicans who are so obsessed with trans rights that they can't stop thinking about who's in the next stall.
Republicans are going to keep on doing this until Democrats figure out why this issue seems to always work against them -- and what they need to say to get out of the box.
You might have heard that there's a debate right now among Democrats about why they lost the election. Just about everybody with WiFi has some brilliant explanation that happens to confirm everything they already believed about the world, but the most salient debate has to do with economic issues vs. cultural ones.
On one side, you have the economic populists -- led, I guess, by Bernie Sanders -- who say the Democratic Party lacked a strong appeal to working-class voters who have been pounded by inflation and debt. They point to the one-third of voters who said they were most concerned with economic issues, who overwhelmingly voted for Donald Trump.
On the other side are the moderate Democrats who think Vice President Kamala Harris was derailed principally by the left's fixation on identity and aggrievement -- Exhibit A being the issue of trans rights. Rep. Seth Moulton of Massachusetts recently said his fellow Democrats "spend way too much time trying not to offend anyone," and added that he wouldn't want his daughters to have to compete against trans athletes with an unfair advantage. For this bit of common sense, he was verbally flogged.
This whole argument, though, is premised on a false choice. The party hasn't lost so many working-class voters -- White and non-White -- because it lacks a compelling economic agenda, nor did it fail simply because it talks too much about social injustice. Democrats lost because those two things are deeply intertwined and mutually reinforcing.
In other words, you have an ocean of voters who go to bed every night worried about their finances and job security, and they wonder why Democratic policies from Washington aren't changing their daily realities. Then they read this stuff about the rights of trans athletes, and they go to workplaces -- and send their kids to schools -- where there's an unrelenting focus on what's known as DEI. (Leave it to the academic left to come up with a meaningless acronym that serves as a perfect shorthand for their critics.)
And so these families reach the pretty logical conclusion that while they're spending most of their waking hours worried about economic uncertainties, Democrats spend most of their time worrying about other people.
Which is why Trump's ubiquitous ad about Harris and her social agenda -- "Kamala is for they/them, President Trump is for you" -- probably landed about as loudly in the collective psyche as any TV ad since Republicans used a guy named Willie Horton to troll Michael Dukakis. It's not that most voters hate trans people or don't think they should have basic protections against discrimination. It's just that they don't feel like having their pronouns corrected when they can't afford groceries.
Of course Democrats need some clear economic agenda beyond "throw more money at more stuff" -- that's been true more often than not over the past 25 years. But if they want to get out of the box that Republicans have put them in with trans rights, they also need to avoid being goaded into a debate that seems like a sideshow to most Americans. Both things can be true -- and are.
You know who seems to get this? Sarah McBride, whose comments on Wednesday were a work of political artistry. McBride didn't respond to the stupid and unfair controversy over her bathroom rights by jumping up and down about how victimized and belittled she felt. What she said, instead, was:
"I'm not here to fight about bathrooms. I'm here to fight for Delawareans and to bring down costs facing families. Like all members, I will follow the rules as outlined by Speaker Johnson, even if I disagree with them."
I hope other Democrats were paying attention. That right there is the sound of a box collapsing.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/11/20/sarah-mcbride-nancy-mace-bathrooms-trans/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



This is the golden age of bitcoin. You can thank Trump for that.
A likely reduction in regulatory protections could spell more volatility for the crypto industry.
By Adam Lashinsky | 2024-11-20

A man wears a 'Make Bitcoin Great Again' hat at the 2024 Bitcoin Conference in July in Nashville. (Johnnie Izquierdo for The Washington Post) 


The election is over, and bitcoin is on the march. A spasm of enthusiasm over the election of Donald Trump has sent the most popular cryptocurrency to within striking distance of $100,000 per coin for the first time.
Even the most strident critic of cryptocurrencies -- I qualify, having written repeatedly why bitcoin and its even-less-savory ilk should scare the bejesus out of ordinary investors -- must acknowledge that the landscape has changed. Under Trump, once a skeptic and now a booster of cryptocurrencies, the newfangled digital assets are poised to make another breakout run.
The reasons have everything to do with politics and hype, and nothing at all with any new rationale for the worth of cryptocurrencies. They have almost no value in the traditional sense of the word. Yet the prospect of severely diminished regulatory scrutiny under a second Trump term and renewed promotional activity by well-heeled backers promises to become a self-fulfilling prophecy for the collection of hucksters who fancy themselves the "crypto industry."
Even after years of promises, there still are few legitimate uses for cryptocurrencies, no matter what crypto cheerleaders insist is an inflation hedge, a store of value, or a better form of international remittance. Or, as one wag put it to me: "No one has come up with a use case for owning bitcoin other than owning bitcoin."
That's not the whole story. Bitcoin and some other cryptocurrencies have proved valuable for three buckets of illicit financial transactions: criminal activity, terrorism and money laundering. The last of these is certainly real and possibly even desirable, depending on your point of view: The Wall Street Journal recently reported that Chinese investors are storing large amounts of cryptocurrencies on hard drives to evade their country's restrictions on moving assets overseas.
Trading cryptocurrencies has been hampered in the United States by regulators trying to protect individual investors. That's one reason Trump's return to Washington is so significant. Simply replacing Gary Gensler with a more crypto-supportive chair of the Securities and Exchange Commission is certain to release the feral animal spirits that have been contained to date.
Gensler has been locked in a battle with cryptocurrency backers, likening their offerings to stock issuances that require securities registration. Whoever Trump taps to head the SEC will likely push to treat these assets like commodities such as gold or pork bellies rather than stocks and bonds. That's in part because commodity regulators focus mostly on fraud rather than investor protection, and as such cryptocurrency issuers would have a much freer hand in a more lightly regulated marketplace.
Trump changed his mind on cryptocurrencies for the same reason he does most things: money. Crypto enthusiasts pumped upward of $135 million into backing candidates for office this year who supported crypto-friendly policies. Trump himself has also gotten in on the game. In the fall, during the middle of the presidential campaign, he and his sons announced a new crypto venture called World Liberty Financial. So far, the entity has failed to reach its initial fundraising goals.
Trump also has surrounded himself with crypto supporters. His choice to run the Commerce Department is Howard Lutnick, head of the financial firm Cantor Fitzgerald. That firm hosted a gathering for the faithful in Miami last week, the Crypto, Digital Assets, and AI Infrastructure Conference.
Among this crowd, one presently fashionable idea, which Trump endorsed on the campaign trail, is a strategic bitcoin reserve, similar to the country's strategic petroleum reserve. It's a nonsensical concept, of course, somehow tied to the argument that America needs to somehow stay ahead of other countries in the hoarding of an asset no one needs. It's telling, by the way, that the United States already holds significant amounts of bitcoin -- most of which has been seized in criminal cases.
The upshot of all this has been a been a real Trump bump for crypto. The price of bitcoin is now around $94,000, up from about $40,000 in January. Shares of Coinbase, the largest exchange for trading cryptocurrencies -- and a target of an SEC lawsuit alleging that it offered unregistered securities -- are up by nearly 44 percent in the last month. There is no doubt there will be more demand for crypto if some of the forces holding it back are removed.
None of this, however, means cryptocurrencies will be a safer investment than they were before. If anything, they will become more dangerous. In their short lifespans, digital assets have been subject to wild price swings, given that they trade according to emotion more than anything else. A big rise now with fewer regulatory protections promises only more volatility in the future.
In that regard, bitcoin resembles what's been going on elsewhere in the investment world. In his annual letter to shareholders this spring, Warren Buffett lamented the "casino-like behavior" that didn't exist when he started his career. "The casino now resides in many homes and daily tempts the occupants." Speaking of Wall Street promoters, Buffett wrote: "Whatever foolishness can be marketed will be vigorously marketed -- not by everyone but always by someone."
That someone, in Trump's second term, will be the crypto industry.
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The Gaetz report remains secret. Precedent suggests it shouldn't be.
The Ethics Committee's failure is not the final word on the probe into the attorney general nominee.
By Editorial Board | 2024-11-20

House Ethics Committee Chairman Michael Guest (R-Mississippi) before a closed-door meeting Wednesday on whether to release a report about Matt Gaetz. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


On Wednesday, Republicans on the House Ethics Committee blocked the release of findings in the panel's investigation of former congressman Matt Gaetz (R-Florida). Instead, the committee voted to shelve its report, which is not yet final.
Fine. But the committee, which meets again next month, needs to release the material well before the Senate considers Mr. Gaetz's nomination for attorney general.
Some Republicans, including House Speaker Mike Johnson (Louisiana), argue that the committee should bury its report, because Mr. Gaetz resigned from the House last week. "The jurisdiction of the Ethics Committee is limited to those who are serving in the institution," Mr. Johnson said, warning against a "dangerous" "breach of protocol."
In fact, suppressing the report would conflict with the committee's tradition of releasing findings even after lawmakers resign, when doing so is in the public interest. This is clearly one of those times.
Consider Rep. Donald "Buz" Lukens (R-Ohio), who had sex with a 16-year-old on Nov. 6, 1988 -- two nights before he won reelection. He resigned three months before the end of his term. Committee members voted to release their findings anyway.
In 2006, Rep. Mark Foley (R-Florida) resigned over inappropriate text messages sent to House pages, but the Ethics Committee chose to investigate what he'd done and whether anyone covered for him. The same went for Rep. Eric Massa (D-New York) in 2010. The Ethics Committee even released the findings of its probe into Rep. John Murtha (D-Pennsylvania), though he had died.
To be sure, some Ethics Committee investigations have ended abruptly after targeted lawmakers resigned. The committee dropped its probe into Anthony Weiner (D-New York) after he stepped down in 2011. But he then ran for New York mayor and continued his sleazy behavior, transmitting lewd images to women. Even after his attempted comeback collapsed, he got caught sending explicit photos to a high school girl in 2016 and was sentenced to 21 months in federal prison. Maybe a fuller public accounting of his behavior five years earlier would have been better for all involved.
When lawmakers resign amid an ethics scandal, they often slink out of public life. In this case, Mr. Gaetz wants to become the nation's chief law enforcement officer and potentially run for governor of Florida in 2026. And what's at issue is serious. The Post reported that the committee's investigators obtained records showing that Mr. Gaetz paid more than $10,000 to two women who testified before the committee, some of which they said was for sex. One woman testified under oath that Mr. Gaetz paid her for sex and that she saw the congressman having intercourse with a 17-year-old at a party, according to the woman's attorney. (The Justice Department, citing witness credibility issues, opted not to bring charges against Mr. Gaetz, who has consistently denied any wrongdoing.)
So far, Mr. Gaetz has shown no signs of dropping out. Accompanied by Vice President-elect JD Vance, Mr. Gaetz spent Wednesday  on Capitol Hill, meeting with Republican members of the Judiciary Committee, whose votes he would need to win confirmation. Though, in private, several GOP senators don't want Mr. Gaetz to be confirmed, and though President-elect Donald Trump has acknowledged that his nominee might not make it through the Senate, other Republicans are expressing public support for a deeply flawed pick as a show of loyalty to Mr. Trump. "His coattails turned a 49-51 Senate to a 53-47 Senate," Mr. Vance wrote on social media, pressuring potential holdouts. "He deserves a cabinet that is loyal to the agenda he was elected to implement."
Mr. Trump is not vetting his nominees for top government jobs as rigorously as his predecessors did. He is bypassing the traditional General Services Administration transition process and FBI security clearance checks. These facts make it all the more vital that the House Ethics Committee take more seriously its responsibility to the public and that the Senate fulfill its constitutional obligation to review presidential nominees.
Fortunately, Wednesday does not need to be the final word. Even if the Ethics Committee's members never agree to release the Gaetz report, Democrats can bring a privileged resolution to the House floor to force a vote by the entire House on whether to unveil the findings. If that doesn't work, the committee should at least allow senators of both parties to review the report behind closed doors. If senators are denied even this degree of access, they should invite the witnesses who spoke to the Ethics Committee investigators to testify publicly during Mr. Gaetz's confirmation hearings.
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I'm a federal employee. I'm not quitting, and neither should anyone else.
America needs its non-partisan civil servants. They should stick it out, no matter who is president.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-11-20

The U.S. Capitol in 2018. (Bonnie Jo Mount/The Washington Post) 


I am a mid-level bureaucrat in the Department of the Navy. I have spent my entire career serving the men and women of the Navy and Marine Corps in a variety of legal positions. I evacuated the Pentagon on Sept. 11, 2001, when a plane was turned into a missile by men bound together by an ideology antithetical to the values America should stand for. When I woke up on Nov. 6, my gut reaction was to look for countries I could flee to. The prospect of a second Trump administration scares me to the core.
I have decided not to flee. I have decided not to resign and take my well-earned retirement. I am going to continue serving the nation. Like many who have joined the government, I believe it can and should be used as a force for good. The policy prescriptions I would choose are probably not the ones President-elect Donald Trump will choose. As a civil servant, I have had a hand in implementing policies I do not agree with. I have done my best in these roles not because I believe in the policy but because I believe in Democracy with a capital "D." The political decisions in this country are rightly made by politicians because they are ultimately accountable to the people. As a civil servant, I don't have that ultimate accountability. Mr. Trump will lead, and I will do my best to see that his lawful policies are carried out.
I say "lawful policies" because I believe Mr. Trump will try to exercise power no president has before. I will not be party to subverting the Constitution. I will not carry out unlawful orders. No one in the civil service should. This does not make me a member of the "deep state"; it makes me a patriot. I seek to follow the example of Alberto Mora, who served as general counsel of the Navy under President George W. Bush. Mr. Mora fought hard against the policies that permitted the torture and maltreatment of prisoners at Guantanamo Bay, arguing that they were rooted in a profound misreading of the law.
The president gets to pursue a policy agenda, and I will do what I can to make that agenda a success. Some would say that makes me a sellout, but again, I think it makes me a patriot. I will honor the oath I took to "support and defend the Constitution." The president gets to make policy, but there must be those willing to say no when a policy is illegal, and that is true for every administration.
My fellow civil servants, please stay. We must have the honor, courage and commitment to fulfill our oaths to the Constitution.
Joel Weger, Arlington
These views are the writer's and do not necessarily represent those of the Defense Department or any of its employees.
So, like the cat in the old song, President-elect Donald Trump came back.
I served the people of the United States as a civil servant for more than 30 years. Before that, I had been in private industry, both with a major corporation and with small professional firms. I am an engineer, and I am glad to say that I worked with some of the brightest minds and best scientists and engineers in the world when I worked for the Energy Department and NASA.
I write today to the engineers and secretaries, to the janitors and scientists, and to all the outstanding professional people who assist Americans every day by answering the phone and helping them fill out forms for assistance or file a tax return -- and who do so no matter who is president.
To them I say: Thank you. Please, stay on the job. We need you.
If you say "I can't work with those people" and quit, then we, the people of the United States, will have to deal with "those people." Be strong and hang tough. Don't let anyone chase you away.
If the new administration decides to relocate your division, make your own decision on whether to move. If you are told your job might be abolished, say "So what?" and keep doing your work.
You are the backbone of the nation, and your service is important and greatly appreciated. Thank you.
Albert Johnson, Fairfax
Regarding the Nov. 10 Metro article "Federal workers prepare for cuts":
As a federal government retiree, I can attest that federal workers always adjusted to changes in administration with little disruption to their work and dealt with furloughs enacted by politically motivated Congresses with professionalism. It's true that under President-elect Donald Trump, the ability of federal agencies to carry out their missions might be thwarted as a qualified nonpartisan workforce may face termination, agency downsizing or relocation. It would be a shame for the new administration to use Schedule F to fire those very qualified workers and replace them with political cronies who might lack qualifications.
Federal agencies do critical work and provide services to citizens. They are not attuned to private industry, for which profit is the bottom line, nor should they be. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, where I worked, provides critical predictions of inclement weather such as hurricanes, floods, droughts and heat waves. The party soon to be in power might deny the impact of climate change, but the industrious scientists who make up the weather service know better, and they will continue to tell the truth. There is real danger in defunding or downsizing this agency, along with others, and forbidding the sharing of critical data.
I ask Mr. Trump to understand the important role of nonpartisan service before carrying out massive firings of government workers or debasing federal agencies. Rubber-stamping presidential policy should not be a federal job requirement.
Gail B. Landy, Gaithersburg
The Trump administration will work to remove regulations on corporations.
I would encourage federal employees at the Securities and Exchange Commission, Federal Reserve System, Justice Department, Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, Defense Department and all other federal agencies to consider turning in retirement papers or resignation letters the week before President-elect Donald Trump's inauguration and moving on.
Your years of service to the American public, in whichever agency you have worked, will be altered in many ways in the next four years. Under Mr. Trump's yes-man appointees, you may be directed to do things that are unethical, immoral and perhaps even illegal. Move on with your life and refuse to join the abuse of power under Mr. Trump.
John F. Frenzel, Saginaw, Michigan
Regarding the Nov. 13 front-page article "Musk, Ramaswamy to attempt 'drastic' change":
I have more than 44 years of government service. I wanted to stay to make it to 45, but with Donald Trump and his policies returning to power, I may retire on the first of the year. I'm getting very tired of being labeled a freeloader with a plum job and plum retirement. I am getting tired of being threatened with government shutdowns by the politicians in Washington because they can't do their jobs and negotiate an equitable budget.
Now with Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy heading a new government bureaucracy, it's an even better time to leave. I can foresee agency work being contracted out. I can see federal laws, regulations and procedures being canceled, making it unsafe for people to do their jobs, both inside and outside government. I can see corporate America going crazy with newfound freedom and producing unsafe products and items that last only a few years, with no way for consumers to voice their complaints.
Say goodbye to our pristine wildlands such as the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. We saw Mr. Trump in his first term reduce the size of several national wildlife areas,  opening them for oil exploration.
I don't know if I will retire in 11/2 months. But I am looking at it very seriously.
Richard L. Dunklee Jr., Laurel Springs, New Jersey
These views are the writer's and do not represent those of his agency or colleagues.
As a parent of a high school senior considering college, I'm alarmed by President-elect Donald Trump's recent promise to dismantle the federal education system and "fire the radical left accreditors." His language sounds eerily like what we'd expect from authoritarian regimes, with talk of removing "Marxist maniacs and lunatics" from universities.
Mr. Trump's plan to dissolve federal control over education raises serious questions for parents like me. Federal funding and scholarships are essential for families who rely on financial aid to make college affordable. Without the federal system, what would happen to my daughter's chances of getting the aid she needs? College decisions shouldn't be based on politics, yet Mr. Trump's plan feels like an effort to control what our students learn by manipulating which schools receive funding and accreditation.
If Mr. Trump follows through on this plan, what will happen to students seeking quality education and fair financial support? It's a threat to public education and to the future opportunities of students across the country.
Scott Cannon, Plymouth, Pennsylvania




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/11/20/federal-employees-schedule-f-efficiency/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Five reasons Democrats should turn off 'Morning Joe'
What are you getting from this staple of morning TV "news"? 
By Erik Wemple | 2024-11-20

MSNBC's "Morning Joe" co-hosts Joe Scarborough and Mika Brzezinski in New York on April 22, 2013. (Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File) 


Monday was a day of beatdowns for Joe Scarborough and Mika Brzezinski, the married couple who anchors the "Morning Joe" franchise on MSNBC. "Joe Scarborough and Mika Brzezinski really made us fools," wrote one X user. Another ripped away, "And this is why I'm done with @MSNBC. It was all a lie. The news organization NEVER cared about American democracy. Only ratings through appeasement. @MorningJoe is morning joke." Other feedback is too profane for inclusion in these polite confines.
So, what had the "Morning Joe" crew done to trigger such a backlash -- like, changed their whole presidential endorsement policy 11 days before an election or something?
Worse! They paid a visit to President-elect Donald Trump at Mar-a-Lago, as they explained at the top of Monday's show. The explanation was a remarkable spectacle, one that's sure to play on a loop in the eventual Smithsonian Museum of Cable News History. Scarborough and Brzezinski alternated with scripted elements of their spiel, a presentation heavy on preemptive strikes. "Don't be mistaken," said Scarborough, "we're not here to defend or normalize Donald Trump. We're here to report on him."
Credit the duo, at least, with a bit of foresight there: There were many complaints that the "Morning Joe" visit to Mar-a-Lago had "normalized" the president-elect, a critique that, in its own right, has seen perhaps too much rotation in this election year. Is it possible to normalize normalization?
In the creases and crevices of the Scarborough-Brzezinski presentation, it was easy to spot issues with their rationale, issues with the "Morning Joe" franchise and issues with the state of cable news. And, as luck would have it, it's all reducible to five reasons Democrats should turn off "Morning Joe."
1. You're better off reading a newspaper
In their presentation to "Morning Joe" viewers, Scarborough and Brzezinski tallied the milestones in their relationship with Trump. Before this recent meeting, they had gone seven years without meeting face-to-face with the president-elect. They did speak with him in 2020, and Scarborough phoned him on the morning after the assassination attempt against him in July in Butler, Pennsylvania.
Now I'm wondering why I even bothered to rummage through those details. Oh, yes: Because the hosts argued that following Trump's victory in the Nov. 5 presidential election, it was time for change. "Joe and I realized it's time to do something different, and that starts with not only talking about Donald Trump but also talking with him," said Brzezinski.
Why cordon off a soul-searching segment of "Morning Joe" for this quasi-revelation? Perhaps to send a signal to MSNBC's resistance community: You might not like what you see on this program going forward. Could those folks have driven the ratings dip at "Morning Joe" immediately following Monday's announcement?
2. You're better off reading a newspaper
Scroll back to that history-making explanation on Monday morning. "We're here to report on [Trump] and to hopefully provide you insights and understanding of these deeply unsettling times," said Scarborough.
Those are fine intentions. In accounting for the meeting, however, Brzezinski said, "Over the past week, Joe and I have heard from so many people. From political leaders to regular citizens deeply dismayed by several of President-elect Trump's Cabinet selections, and they are scared. Last Thursday, we expressed our own concerns on this broadcast and even said we would appreciate the opportunity to speak with the president-elect himself. On Friday, we were given the opportunity to do just that."
Does the "Morning Joe" duo see themselves as emissaries on behalf of these deeply dismayed throngs? Lobbying for sanity in Cabinet appointments? Or are they journalists?
Well, Scarborough disclosed on Monday that the conversation with Trump was on "background," a confounding claim given the circumstances. "Background" is a condition to which journalists agree when their source doesn't want to be identified by name -- for example, White House reporters commonly participate in "background" briefings with political appointees and attribute the resulting quotes to a "senior administration official." Keep your eye on "Morning Joe" for killer scoops attributed to "a narcissist with insight into the president-elect's thinking."
"You speak truth to power, you push back hard," said Scarborough on Monday, noting they'd requested an interview with Trump for "Morning Joe." For the sake of clarity: There is nothing wrong with journalists speaking with politicians, even, and especially, scoundrels and liars and evildoers; happens all the time, on the record, on background and off the record. Done properly, there is nothing corrupt or normalizing about it. "Any practicing journalist or news host would take an off the record meeting with the incoming President of the United States. End of discussion," says an NBC source.
Just so happens, however, that the "Morning Joe" pair is struggling to convince many people that pure newsgathering imperatives were behind the visit to Trump. CNN's Brian Stelter, for instance, is reporting that concerns about retribution drove the event. Others see "kowtowing" and ring-kissing. Trump himself told Fox News that Scarborough and Brzezinski "congratulated me on running a 'great and flawless campaign, one for the history books,' which I really believe it was, but it was also a campaign where I worked long and hard -- perhaps longer and harder than any presidential candidate in history."
Think about this turn of events for a moment: "Morning Joe" spent years denouncing Trump's authoritarian plans and actions to its faithful audience. Then, one day, its hosts arrange a meeting that allows Trump to make that claim.
3. You're better off reading a newspaper
Special counsel Robert K. Hur in February released a report outlining his conclusions that charges were not warranted in the classified documents case involving President Joe Biden. Among other claims, Hur found that Biden was a "well-meaning, elderly man with a poor memory."
Scarborough exploded. "So bizarre," railed the host on "Morning Joe." "So many people immediately heard these random conclusions, irrelevant conclusions, politically charged, Trump-like ramblings. Why in the world would he put that in a report? His neurological assessment of Joe Biden and secondly why Merrick Garland would release garbage like that in the Justice Department."
Stalwart behavior of that sort was no surprise, considering that Biden has been a devotee of the program and Scarborough has served as a sounding board for the president in private calls. That's not to suggest that a cable-news host would allow proximity to power to cloud his news judgment in any way on any occasion.
4. You're better off reading a newspaper
A week before the presidential election, Scarborough was doing some horse-race analysis. "If it's tied, the tie doesn't go to the runner. It goes to the person who has the best ground game, and most people would say that's the Harris campaign," said the host. A couple of days later, he revisited the topic. "You look at the ground game. Jen O'Malley Dillon's ground game versus Elon Musk's ground game?" said Scarborough, referring to the Harris campaign chair and the billionaire who assisted with Trump's door-knocking efforts. "He's good at building rockets. I'm not so sure he's good at getting out the vote -- we'll see."
Don't get the impression that Scarborough was the only one on MSNBC who touted the Harris ground game. It was an around-the-clock phenomenon at the network in the weeks leading up to the election. It was perfectly reasonable item for consideration, too, in light of polling data depicting a nip-and-tuck contest. And the commentary, in the rearview mirror, appears to have been accurate: As the New York Times reported, Democratic ground activity in Pennsylvania, for example, swamped corresponding Republican efforts.
Even so, the ground-game hype was just that -- an empty-calorie political discussion craved by MSNBC's core audience, whose hopes soared on such segments and others like it. The matter turned out to be irrelevant in that door-knocking prevails only when the margins are tiny. They weren't.
5. You're better off reading a newspaper
Historians will one day look back at the various opportunities this country has had to stop Trump. Election Day is clearly one of them; so were the impeachment proceedings following Jan. 6, 2021. Perhaps the best one, though, came in the early months of his presidential primary campaign in 2015, when his hate-filled politics were clear but his base of support hadn't quite hardened.
It was in those months that "Morning Joe" yukked it up with the upstart candidate (though Scarborough disputes this takeaway). The median age of the MSNBC audience is 71, so viewers who watched Monday's disclosure are likely old enough to remember the onset bonhomie of those days. They know too well what a Trump-"Morning Joe" meeting looks like.
On Tuesday, Scarborough marveled at the "massive disconnect" between the reaction of people on social media and "the real world." "We were flooded with phone calls from people all day, literally around the world," said Scarborough. "Very positive, very supportive." Hmmm, so Scarborough's saying that the people in the "real world" are able to contact him via phone?
One last tip: Newspapers these days are by no means perfect, but they do withhold dramas over their attempts to interview politicians. They just publish the results. They don't have 24 hours of daily airtime to fill with repetitive and distortionary stuff. And they pair well with breakfast, too.
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Assessing RFK Jr.'s health proposals
Plus: The battle over D.C. bike lanes says a lot about who the city is for.
By Amanda Katz | 2024-11-20
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

Similac Alimentum Hypoallergenic Infant Formula, imported from Puerto Rico, on sale at a grocery store in Yonkers, New York, in June 2022. (Ted Shaffrey/AP) 


With "fast food is poison except when I'm eating it on a private plane" activist Robert F. Kennedy Jr. poised to be Donald Trump's head of Health and Human Services, you might think at least the nation's food supply is going to get cleaner. But the Editorial Board calls RFK Jr. "exactly the wrong person to overhaul" the host of agencies overseeing the regulation of food manufacturing in the United States.
Kennedy isn't wrong about the existence of a problem, the board writes. Take the baby formula shortage, which our now-letters and community editor and then-columnist Alyssa Rosenberg wrote about to powerful effect in 2022 and 2023. The origins of that crisis lay partly in dysfunctional regulation.
But the "solutions" Kennedy is floating involve, for example, mass firings of agency staff. What is actually needed is the opposite: "Real reform would start by surging resources to the Food and Drug Administration to carry out its mission, as leaders at the agency have advocated for years." There is real and useful work to be done to streamline the agencies that oversee this important task so they're not working at cross-purposes. But, as the editorial points out, that's a lot more complex a task than just gutting them. 
Here's hoping that whoever survives the nomination process to oversee our nation's food safety gets the memo. As the board writes: "The challenge exists, and it requires a serious, science-informed response."
Chaser: On our Opinions podcast Impromptu (sign up here!), Chuck Lane, Leana Wen and Rob Gebelhoff recently discussed the kernels of good ideas (surrounded by conspiracy theory chaff) within RFK Jr.'s belief system.

(The Washington Post)


Local D.C. politics has been locked in war about what sounds like a minor infrastructure issue: Should some lanes used for traffic or parking be converted to bike lanes?
That's because something bigger is at stake, columnist Marc Fisher writes: "Though they might seem a narrow concern, bike lanes have proved an enduring and powerful symbol of Washington's central divide: Who is the city for? Is it forever Chocolate City, proud capital of Black America, or is it a fast-morphing magnet for hyper-educated young people -- most of them White -- who migrate to the city to populate think tanks, law firms, nonprofits, and government and its contractors? Can it be both?"
Fisher points out that, in practice, people who get to work by bike dropped by two percentage points between a 2017 high of around 5 percent and 2022, the most recent year for which we have data. (It's no real mystery where those bikers went, I would argue -- over the same period, as a pandemic struck and remote office technology improved, the portion of Washingtonians working from home went from 7 percent to a whopping 34 percent.) With that data in hand, Marc believes that the true goal of the bike-lane gang is less to serve bikers and more to put the city on a "road diet," discouraging drivers by worsening traffic. And that, Marc says, is "not an honest way for government to push its goals."
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Purge the government?
No need for a bike commute
Or bike lane, either
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Speaker Johnson cuts the lights on Gaetz report
Ann Telnaes cartoon on Speaker Mike Johnson and the Matt Gaetz report.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-11-20

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Mortgage rates are up. That's a big problem for Trump.
High housing costs have become part of the economic "vibes" that people see on a regular basis.
By Heather Long | 2024-11-20

President-elect Donald Trump meets with President Joe Biden in the White House in D.C. on Nov. 13. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


President-elect Donald Trump has about everything going for him lately, except this: Mortgage rates are rising again, nearing 7 percent.
He got elected promising the opposite.
"We will drive down the rates so you will be able to pay 2 percent again, and we will be able to finance or refinance your homes drastically," Trump said in September.
Trump gets away with saying a lot of things and never doing them. But on housing, voters seem to want action. Not only was it a top issue with voters all over the country, but in the toughest markets, where home prices have often doubled in recent years and inventory remains low, voters swung to Trump, an NBC analysis found.
The housing crisis is real. It's one of the worst times to buy a home in 40 years. The median home price is now $420,000, nearly $100,000 more than four years ago. Mortgage rates are also up significantly from 2020. And nearly everyone agrees that the United States is short millions of homes.
Mortgage rates might turn out to be Trump's Achilles' heel. Presidents don't control them. And just the threat of his proposed economic agenda, widely viewed as inflationary, has worsened the problem before he has taken office.
Since the election, borrowing costs have climbed in response to dramatic moves in the bond market, which has the greatest influence on mortgage rates right now. Investors think Trump is going to do what he said on the trail -- spend trillions of dollars on tax cuts in 2025 and then enact a bunch of tariffs that increase prices for many common goods -- including lumber and shingles. This is a key reason mortgage rates have been rising the past two months even though the Federal Reserve has been cutting the benchmark U.S. interest rate.
High housing costs have become part of the economic "vibes" -- alongside gas and grocery prices -- that people see on a regular basis. It's easy to check housing apps for the latest prices. People who own their home and have a low mortgage rate feel stuck, and people who haven't been able to buy yet worry they will never be able to own now.
More broadly, the real estate sector is normally a strong driver of growth for the U.S. economy, but it's nearly frozen right now. If Trump wants to outperform President Joe Biden's robust economic growth, he will need to unfreeze the housing sector so it's thriving again.
For Trump, it all hinges on lower mortgages rates. If rates were to fall to 6 percent, home buying -- and building and refinancing -- would pick up again, experts say. There was a brief glimpse of this in September when rates fell to 6.1 percent and home buyers were ready to pounce. But rates quickly ticked back up as the economy remained strong and Trump won the election. Home buyers and builders returned to wait-and-see mode.
The good news for Trump is that it won't take much for 2025 to look better. Home sales in 2023 and 2024 have been the lowest on record since 1995. If Trump would hold off on tariffs and stop bullying the Fed, mortgage rates would likely fall to 6 percent again.
But his housing agenda includes a collection of ideas that could easily backfire.
Take one of his favorites, deporting undocumented immigrants to increase housing supply. The argument that immigrants caused the housing shortage has been widely debunked. Even if Trump did conduct mass deportations, that would almost certainly make it more expensive and harder to rapidly build homes, as immigrants make up one-quarter of the workers in the construction industry.
Another idea, to release rural federal lands for development, wouldn't help where new housing is most needed -- in cities and suburbs.
Tax cuts and loosening bank regulations might make it a little easier to get a home loan, but they wouldn't be a game changer.
The conservative Project 2025 planning book, which Trump disavows but was written by policy wonks and groups in his orbit, calls for rolling back basically all of Biden's housing policies and shrinking the Department of Housing and Urban Development. This would almost certainly reduce funding for affordable housing projects. Oddly, Project 2025 also calls for prioritizing "shorter-duration mortgages," which would be even harder for many families to afford since the monthly payments are usually higher.
Solving the housing crisis requires lower mortgage rates and building more homes. Trump can yell at the Fed for lower rates, but the bond market is what will move mortgage rates up or down. Right now, the bond market is watching every Trump move for signs of inflation and largesse. And so far, that's what it sees.
Post Opinions wants to know: if you're a federal employee, how are you thinking about your job and the changes that the next administration may bring? What do you think government could be doing better? Share your thoughts with us and they may be published as letters to the editor.
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How does the deportation process work? I answered your questions.
Jennifer Rubin's reader Q&A started at 12 p.m. Eastern. Read the transcript.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-11-20
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Here are the chances of snow falling in and near D.C. on Friday
Some non-accumulating, wet snow could fall in the immediate area, while chances to see flakes increase as you head north and west.
By Jason Samenow | 2024-11-21

A wintry mix of rain and snow in the D.C. area on Feb. 13, 2024. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


The strong cold front that barreled through the D.C. area Wednesday night has changed the weather regime from one typical of early fall to more winterlike. The chilly air in place may set the stage for some snowflakes Friday, especially in colder areas north and west of the Beltway.
It has already started to snow in the mountains to our west. Through Saturday, 1 to 2 feet of snow could fall along the high peaks of West Virginia and Western Maryland, where winter storm warnings are in effect.
Any snow in the air in the D.C. area Friday will be of the "conversational" variety, meaning it may be something to talk about but will have little or no impact as it melts on contact with the ground.
The air that has swept into the area is the coldest of the season and slightly chillier than normal, but far from extraordinary and only marginally cold enough to support snow at low elevations.
Temperatures on Friday will be above freezing across much of the region, except for the mountains, meaning that flakes that fall won't stick to paved surfaces and will probably melt on most grassy surfaces, too.
In some areas, particularly those along and east of Interstate 95, temperatures in the upper 30s and low 40s may be too warm for anything but rain, although some wet snowflakes mixing in can't be ruled out.
Here are the chances of seeing the first flakes of the season Friday, region by region:
West of Leesburg and Frederick and across northern Maryland: High chances (at least 65 percent) of seeing snow
Areas west of Route 15 -- from Warrenton to Leesburg and Frederick -- and the counties in northern Maryland adjacent to Pennsylvania have a reasonably good chance of seeing snowfall Friday.
Snow should begin in the morning, arriving first in northern Maryland. The snow may mix with and change to rain during the afternoon, particularly in the lower elevations.
Temperatures in the mid-30s in the morning (and lower 30s in the higher elevations) could allow for some slushy accumulation, perhaps a coating to an inch or two. During the afternoon, accumulation is less probable except in the mountains.

Predicted snowfall through Saturday morning from the National Weather Service. (WeatherBell)


North and west of the Beltway to around Leesburg and Frederick: Medium chances (around 50 percent) of seeing snow
Precipitation could begin as snow or a rain-snow mix Friday morning with temperatures in the mid- to upper 30s. During the afternoon, any snow will probably change to rain as temperatures near 40.
Any brief accumulation Friday morning would probably be on grassy areas.

Predicted radar between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. Friday. Blue shades indicate snow, and green shades rain. (WeatherBell)


Inside the Beltway and to the south and east: Low chances (less than 35 percent) of seeing snow
There's a possibility of a brief period of wet snow or rain that mixes with snow, mainly between midmorning and midday Friday. No accumulation is expected, and temperatures will be in the upper 30s. As temperatures rise into the low 40s during the afternoon, mainly light rain is expected.

Winter weather alerts in effect. (National Weather Service)


Heavy snowfall is predicted for the western-facing slopes in the high terrain of southwest Pennsylvania, Western Maryland and eastern West Virginia, where some areas could see 1 to 2 feet of snow and gusts over 45 mph.
Resort webcams already show snow falling in ski areas in the region, including Wisp, Snowshoe and Canaan Valley.
Winter storm warnings are in effect through Saturday morning because of the hazardous combination of heavy snow and strong winds. "Whiteout conditions are expected and will make travel treacherous and potentially life-threatening," the National Weather Service warns. "Travel could be very difficult to impossible."

Rainfall between Wednesday and Thursday. (National Weather Service)


As the cold front that set the stage for this wintry weather came through the D.C. area Wednesday night, it produced heavy thunderstorms that unleashed gusts of 40 to 55 mph and more than half an inch of rain in many areas.
The peak gusts, which led to some spotty power outages, reached 52 mph at Reagan National Airport and 51 mph at Washington Dulles International Airport.

Peak wind gusts Wednesday. (National Weather Service)


National picked up 0.77 inches of rain, while Dulles posted 0.78 inches, a calendar day record. Amounts generally ranged from 0.5 to 1.0 inches across the region.
The rain was welcome after the abnormally dry weather over the past seven to eight weeks. Even with Wednesday's downpours, November rainfall totals are still about 0.75 inches below normal for the month to date.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2024/11/21/dc-maryland-virginia-snow-chances/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



GOP effort to police trans bathroom use could extend to D.C. schools, agencies
A spokesperson for D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) declined to comment on the bill or how her administration would respond. 
By Emily Davies, Lauren Lumpkin | 2024-11-21

Rep. Nancy Mace (R-South Carolina) in July. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Rep. Nancy Mace (R-South Carolina) on Wednesday introduced a bill to ban transgender people from using bathrooms that align with their gender identity in buildings owned by the federal or D.C. governments -- thrusting the nation's progressive capital into the front lines of a conservative culture war.
The bill -- cast by Mace as a safety issue -- arose from a GOP backlash to the election of Sarah McBride (D) of Delaware as the first openly trans person in Congress. The measure appears to extend to the District's libraries, recreation centers and, potentially, D.C. Public Schools, which educates half the children in the city and has been at the forefront of advocacy for LGBTQ+ students.
A spokesperson for D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) declined to comment on the bill or how her administration would respond. Mace's office did not respond to requests for comment about how the bill would be enforced. The move came as House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) announced Wednesday that transgender individuals would not be allowed into restroom facilities in the Capitol and House office buildings that do not correspond with their sex assigned at birth, saying in a statement that "women deserve women's only spaces."
"Why the Congress of the United States of America needs to legislate bathrooms in the District of Columbia is beyond me," said D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D). He said he expects to talk to the mayor about the bill this week and advocate for federal lawmakers to remove D.C. from the legislation. "We don't want it, we didn't ask for it."
Mace's bill is unlikely to overcome the Senate filibuster, which requires 60 votes for legislation to advance, and also seeks to override Title IX, the federal civil rights law expanded by President Joe Biden that prevents sex discrimination in schools and education programs with government funding. President-Elect Donald Trump has promised to roll back transgender student protections -- one of several pronouncements foreshadowing how Republicans assuming control of the federal government could seek to unwind Biden's legacy.
Mace's proposal comes as D.C. gears up for World Pride in 2025, when organizers expect more than 2 million people to convene for the 50th anniversary of Pride celebrations in the city. If it advances, the effort could pose a test of a Bowser administration strategy to seek areas of alignment with the incoming administration. Because the District is not a state, Trump and a Republican Congress stand to wield significant influence over D.C.'s affairs.
D.C. law requires facility managers and personnel to allow people to use bathrooms and locker rooms that align with their gender identity, explicitly banning gender-based discrimination. Mace's bill would override District code and make it illegal for buildings owned, leased or occupied by the local or federal governments to allow transgender women to use female bathrooms and transgender men to use male bathrooms.
The District's public school system was among the first in the country to allow families to indicate their children are nonbinary on enrollment forms and says students have the right to be called by the names and pronouns that align with their gender identity. When the city's school board adopted new social studies standards last year, the updates included a greater emphasis on LGBTQ+ history. Marking Pride Month last year, Bowser proudly proclaimed D.C. "the gayest city in the world."
Mace proposed the bill days after she introduced a resolution that would ban transgender women from female bathrooms in the Capitol, saying that "it's 100 percent because of McBride" and that it was "about women and our right to privacy, our right to safety." In the days since, she has taken to social media to defend her posture, posting a constant stream of messages about bathroom access.
In unveiling the legislation Wednesday, she wrote: "Oh you thought threatening me would silence me? No. I just doubled down and filed a new bill to protect women and girls across the entire country on all federal property everywhere."
Her focus on the issue, one of the most divisive in the presidential race, has split members of Congress along party lines -- with Rep. Becca Balint (D-Vermont), among others, decrying the legislation as "attacks on someone's basic human dignity" and Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia) and other Republicans heralding the effort as a defense of women.
"There's no job I'm afraid to lose if it requires me to degrade anyone," Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pennsylvania) wrote on X. " ... We have a bathroom in my office that anybody is welcome to use, including Representative-elect Sarah McBride."
Johnson on Wednesday told reporters that "like all House policies," the Capitol bathroom rule is "enforceable." When The Washington Post contacted the speaker's office Wednesday for details on how the rule would be enforced, it declined to elaborate.
"It is important to note that each Member office has its own private restroom, and unisex restrooms are available throughout the Capitol," Johnson said in his statement Wednesday.
McBride said she would follow the rules outlined by Johnson "even if I disagree with them."
"This effort to distract from the real issues facing this country hasn't distracted me over the last several days, as I've remained hard at work preparing to represent the greatest state in the union come January," she said.
McBride won a decisive victory against her Republican opponent, a former Delaware State Police officer who campaigned on stopping illegal immigration and reducing federal debt. McBride focused on making child care, housing and health care more affordable.
She will join a reshaped Congress poised for bitter debates over tax cuts and immigration, among other issues, when it convenes in January.
Meagan Flynn, Maegan Vazquez and Mariana Alfaro contributed to this report.
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Maryland pays $58.5 million over stalled State Center project
The $58.5 million settlement would end a suit and countersuit between the state and the developer that has been going on since 2014.
By Katie Shepherd | 2024-11-21

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore, center, speaks during his first Board of Public Works meeting as governor on Jan. 25, 2023, in Annapolis. (Brian Witte/AP)


The 20-year legal battle over a stalled redevelopment project in West Baltimore came to a close on Wednesday with a $58.5 million settlement between Maryland and the developer originally tasked with completing the project.
The sizable State Center plan settlement comes as Maryland faces a serious budget crisis that has state leaders grappling with potential budget cuts and tax increases to close a projected gap in revenue of $5.8 billion by 2030.
State officials said the settlement, though large, would ultimately avoid further financial risk for Maryland taxpayers should the state ultimately lose its legal fight with the State Center developer, Ekistics, also known as State Center LLC.
"A settlement will avoid more prolonged, costly litigation and risk on behalf of taxpayers, which would have continued for years," Gov. Wes Moore (D) said in a statement after a unanimous vote by the state's Board of Public Works to approve the agreement.
The State Center plan to revitalize a span of real estate that housed several government buildings and parking lots near the Symphony Center and the Bolton Hill neighborhood stalled after initially getting approval in 2005. Opponents of the project sued the state shortly after its approval, halting the project with litigation that lasted nearly a decade.
By then, the economic outlook and real estate market had changed substantially, which further delayed the plan, Maryland Attorney General Anthony G. Brown (D) said on Wednesday.
The state sued the developer in 2016 to put brakes on the project, and the developer countersued the state for $70 million. Brown said on Wednesday that continuing the fight could have cost the state more than $200 million.
The settlement agreement ends that legal dispute and opens a new path forward to redeveloping the land.
"This was not simple," Moore said at a Board of Public Works meeting Wednesday morning. "This has been a long-term challenge."
Moore said the state worked in close collaboration with Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott (D).
In a statement, Scott said he welcomed the chance to "finally move forward in a way that benefits both the surrounding neighborhoods and the city as a whole."
On Wednesday, all three members of the Board of Public Works welcomed the settlement, while acknowledging that the state will be paying a significant amount to end the legal fight. The state will pay the developer $40 million before Dec. 9 and provide the remaining $18.5 million no later than July 1, 2025.
"We do not take this decision lightly," said Comptroller Brooke E. Lierman (D), who also serves on the Board of Public Works.
The state will move all public employees off the State Center site so that the land can be redeveloped. Lierman said the project stands to benefit all Marylanders because of the economic boon it could be for Baltimore after the nearly 20-year battle.
"We can enter this new phase, so we can redevelop and build something beautiful and exciting and prosperous and thriving in the middle of Baltimore," she said.
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D.C.-area forecast: Blustery today, with a chance of rain and wet snow Friday
It finally feels like November for the next several days.
By David Streit | 2024-11-21
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
5/10: At last a chill is in the air which so far this fall has been quite rare.
At last a real November-like day! And if that were not enough excitement, it is looking more likely that we could see a few wet snowflakes Friday. Any accumulation would be a struggle given the warm ground and above-freezing air temperatures. This nascent chill will gradually ease over the weekend and early next week, as sunshine increases.
Today (Thursday): After the overnight rain, the early morning should see a fair amount of clearing. However, with the core of the colder air surging into the area by midday, clouds will increase in the afternoon. Some widely scattered showers could pop up in the afternoon -- a few of which could contain some ice pellets -- but they should be brief. Highs are mainly in the upper 40s to lower 50s with gusty west winds (up to 25 mph) making it feel colder. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: A rain shower (which could mix with ice pellets or snowflakes) can't be ruled in the evening. Overnight, clouds remain plentiful but precipitation should take a pause. West winds remain gusty as lows slip to the low to mid-30s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend ...
Tomorrow (Friday): A storm system over the Northeast drifts southward and sets off rain and snow showers, probably beginning between midmorning and midday. The best chance for seeing flakes will be in our colder areas during the morning before precipitation transitions to mostly rain. Highs are only in the upper 30 to lower 40s as west winds gust up to 30 mph, challenging umbrellas. Confidence: Medium
Tomorrow night: Showers gradually diminish but the brisk west winds remain stubbornly in place. Temperatures remain fairly steady with lows in the mid- to upper 30s. Confidence: Medium

Colorful clouds over D.C. Wednesday morning. (Jeannie in D.C.)


It's a mostly sunny and seasonably chilly Saturday with highs mostly in the lower 50s and lows in the upper 30s to lower 40s. Winds remain gusty. Confidence: Medium
Sunday is a little milder as winds finally lighten up amid sunny skies. Highs reach the low to mid-50s while lows are in the upper 30s and low 40s. The warming continues Monday with highs in the upper 50s to lower 60s. Clouds may start to increase later in the day but shower risks are minimal. Confidence: Medium
A daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-10 scale.
1/10 (|): Accumulation will be hard to come by but some wet snowflakes may fill the air at times.
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Man pleads guilty in fatal shooting of three U-Va. football players
A former University of Virginia student accused of killing three football players in 2022 pleaded guilty to three counts of first-degree murder.
By Hawes Spencer, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Susan Svrluga, Paul Duggan | 2024-11-21

University of Virginia head football coach Tony Elliott speaks at a memorial service for Lavel Davis Jr., Devin Chandler and D'Sean Perry on Nov. 19, 2022, in Charlottesville. (Mike Kropf/The Daily Progress/AP) 


CHARLOTTESVILLE -- A former University of Virginia student accused of fatally shooting three U-Va. football players and wounding two other people aboard a chartered bus on campus in 2022 pleaded guilty Wednesday to three counts of first-degree murder and could be sentenced to life in prison.
Christopher Darnell Jones Jr., now 25, was charged with opening fire aboard a bus carrying students who had just returned to the Charlottesville campus after a day-long field trip to the District on Nov. 13, 2022. Student-athletes Devin Chandler, Lavel "Tyler" Davis Jr. and D'Sean Perry were killed, and two other students were injured.
Jones, who was arrested the next day, had been set to go on trial early next year. He will face sentencing in February.
"Today was the day we came face to face with the person who MURDERED our son, our daughters' brother, my granddaughter's Uncle, a nephew, cousin, friend and teammate," Perry's family said in a statement, adding: "It is now in God's hands. ... I pray for all families involved and I pray for all the hearts of those affected by this horrific tragedy."
At a hearing Wednesday in Albemarle County Circuit Court, prosecutors publicly disclosed for the first time some of Jones's unsettling comments and actions in the hours and minutes before the gunfire.
"Although the defendant's mood had seemed excited and happy when he arrived at the bus," which was filled with students, "it turned after the football players arrived," prosecutors wrote in a filing read aloud in court. Jones was a freshman on the football team in 2018 but did not appear in any games, according to a U-Va. sports site.
On the way to D.C., Jones sat alone and didn't talk to other students, according to the filing. Just after 1 p.m., he texted his younger brother that something could happen that day, using a siren emoji, and told him he loved him and to keep his "head up," the filing said.
He also texted his mother and older brother that he loved them and asked his older brother to pass along the same message to his sister, the filing stated.
The students attended the play "The Ballad of Emmett Till," in the District and Jones sat alone in the theater, the filing said. After dinner, Jones accused another student of staring at him, and on the trip home, another student heard Jones talking quietly to himself.
"I'm sorry if I offended you. I didn't mean to offend you," he said, according to the filing. "I've been through so much in my life. ... I don't have any weapons."
At 8:19 p.m., the filing says, Jones texted an adult mentor, saying, "this entire trip these boys have been fckin wit me ... tonight I'm either going to hell or jail. I'm sorry." The mentor replied by asking Jones where he was, but Jones didn't answer. Instead, he told the mentor: "Just tell my story. I was a good guy I never meant or initiated any harm to anyone." In his final message, at 8:36 p.m., Jones typed, "they not getting off this bus."
In court, Assistant Commonwealth's Attorney Susan Baumgartner said Jones then took out a 9mm Glock handgun, exclaimed, "Y'all been f---ing with me all day," and shot Davis three times, including once in the back of his head.
Prosecutors said he also shot Marlee Morgan, a female student, in her right hip, a wound she survived. Jones then "stalked towards the back of the bus," Baumgartner said, where he found Perry and Chandler, the latter asleep and wearing noise-cancelling headphones. Jones shot each man once in the head, prosecutors said.
The fifth victim was football player Mike Hollins, who had exited the bus when the shooting began. Prosecutors said he ran back to the bus after realizing that Perry, his best friend, and others had not emerged. Hollins "saw Jones stepping off the bus with a gun in his hand," the filing says. Prosecutors say Jones pointed his gun at Hollins and shot him in the back as he turned to run. Hollins also recovered from his wound.
Prosecutors said there was no indication Jones knew the victims before that day. They said that Jones had a brief conversation with Davis about video games, but that was the only interaction authorities found between him and the victims on the trip.

A University of Virginia police car blocks off Culbreth Road on campus on Nov. 14, 2022, after the shooting. (Jason Lappa for The Washington Post) 


Calls to 911 began at 10:16 p.m. after the shooting, authorities said, and police were on the scene minutes later. According to the filing, Jones tried and failed to throw his pistol onto a library roof while fleeing to his car. He also shed his jacket and hoodie, which authorities later recovered along with a vape, cellphone and a bullet. Jones also tossed two magazines and sixteen rounds of ammunition into the bushes, the filing stated.
Police said they later found two other firearms in Jones's dorm room. Before the shooting, Jones was being investigated by U-Va.' s threat-assessment team for having reportedly made gun-related remarks that another student found concerning, authorities said shortly after the shooting. The university later asked the state for an external review of how it assessed the threat, and said Wednesday it would release the findings after Jones is sentenced.
Jones pleaded guilty at the hearing to the three first-degree murder charges -- each punishable by 20 years to life in prison -- plus three counts of aggravated malicious wounding and five counts of using a firearm in the commission of a felony, prosecutors said. The wounding charges also each carry a possible life sentence. The five weapons charges, one for each victim who was shot, are punishable by a total of 23 years in prison.
Judge Cheryl V. Higgins set aside four days starting Feb. 4 for a sentencing hearing. Jones's  lead attorney, Nicholas Reppucci, declined to comment after Wednesday's court session.
Michael Haggard, a lawyer for the Perry, Hollins and Morgan families, said his clients and relatives of the other victims want Jones to be sentenced to life in prison. As the prosecution's court filing, known as a proffer, was read in court Wednesday, some of its narrative details were new to the victims' families, Haggard said.
Haggard, who was not in the courtroom, said Happy Perry, D'Sean Perry's mother, was at the hearing and told him it was difficult to see Jones for the first time. "To see him was very, very tough," he said, but "she felt she had to do it."
In return for his guilty pleas to first-degree murder, Jones will not be prosecuted for aggravated murder, which is punishable by a mandatory life sentence, compared with 20 years to life for first-degree murder.
Haggard said his clients and loved ones of some of the other victims would have preferred the aggravated murder charge.
While a Virginia judge must impose a life sentence for an aggravated murder conviction, they can suspend any portion of it. Commonwealth's Attorney Jim Hingeley told the judge that his office agreed to the deal partly because forgoing a trial -- which had been set to begin in January -- would spare friends and relatives of the victims and witnesses on the bus the ordeal of reliving the events of that day.
The guilty pleas were "another step in a lengthy and painful journey for the families of the victims and for our community," U-Va. President James Ryan said in a statement. The university held a day of remembrance, including a memorial service, last week for the victims.
"We continue to grieve the loss of three beloved members of our community and the injuries suffered by others on the bus."

Candles, flowers and other items left at the statue of Homer on the campus of the University of Virginia on Dec. 1, 2022, in the aftermath of the deadly shooting. (Justin Ide for The Washington Post)
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At annual ceremony, GW Hospital honors survivors of trauma
At "Trauma Survivor's Day," patients who suffered some of the most acute injuries shared their stories and thanked medical staff. 
By Clarence Williams | 2024-11-21

Gunshot victim Brandon Davis speaks at GW Hospital's Trauma Survivor's Day on Nov. 20. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


Brandon Davis remembers hearing a couple of gunshots just before he was wounded, but much of what else happened on Sept. 9, 2023, remains fuzzy.
Ironically, Davis had arrived in Washington from Chambersburg, Pa., to try to save a life. He had been scheduled to have his kidney tested for a transplant to his friend and mentor.
At about three in the afternoon, Davis walked along Connecticut Avenue NW go to a 7-Eleven. Then gunfire struck his torso.
He remembers being confused in an ambulance, hearing medics saying he was going into shock, but he felt coherent.
"I thought everything was fine, until I woke up in the hospital," Davis recalled. "I woke up in October and that's what I remember."
For weeks, doctors at George Washington University Hospital had been treating the gunshot. Davis was hospitalized for six months and underwent a dozen surgeries.
At a ceremony Wednesday, Davis and five other trauma victims from the past year recounted their experiences and thanked the people who saved their lives.
For 13 years running, the hospital has hosted this event to honor patients who survived the most acute traumatic injuries from violent crime, accidents and crashes. It also outlines the treatment provided to save their lives.

Trauma survivor Anthony Chappelle speaks as Babak Sarani, GW's director of trauma and acute care surgery, looks on. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


Babak Sarani, the hospital's director of trauma and acute care surgery, said the annual event is his favorite day at work.
"The staff tell me this is one of their favorite days of the year as well," Sarani said. "Today allows us to recharge our battery and to remind ourselves of our calling and our mission, namely to help our fellow person in need."
Former patients posed for photos with first responders and hospital staff. Smiles filled a conference room at the GW Milken Institute of Public Health.
"You all were my light. Thank you so much for being professional, being polite and being kind to me at all times," Davis said during his remarks. "You were my light when I wanted to give up, when I wanted to be grouchy."
Hospital leaders praised pre-hospital treatment provided by EMTs and paramedics from D.C. Fire and EMS and city contractor AMR, as well as first responders from suburban jurisdictions.
Sarani also highlighted several medical advances in emergency medicine used during treatment, including lessons learned from military battlefields and a pilot program run by D.C. Fire and EMS that administers blood in the field to patients with life-threatening conditions.

Chappelle is embraced by Elizabeth Darby, a trauma nurse in the emergency department who was part of the effort to save his life. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


On June 19, Anthony Chappelle received a pint of blood after gunfire wounded him as he and niece played with water balloons near Potomac Avenue and K Street SE. He had heard the shot and felt pain, but he said "it felt like a BB gun."
Then the blood gushed from his side. By the time medics arrived, his vital signs had dipped and the gunshot had severed the main blood vessel that returns blood to the heart. At the hospital, two military surgeons joined vascular surgeons and used liver transplant techniques to treat Chappelle's wounds, Sarani said.
"Said simply, the pivotal role of the fire department's transfusion protocol and your survival cannot be overstated," Sarani said of Chappelle, who suffered injuries to his kidney, lung and liver.
Gratitude was the theme throughout the hour-long ceremony as victims took their turns at the lectern. But some couldn't find the words.

Survivor Shawn Wilkerson flexes his muscles while speaking at the event. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


Shawn Wilkerson was shot 10 times on Christmas Day in Southeast last year. The former construction worker began to speak several times, but choked up at each attempt. Finally, he flexed both biceps and smiled before he limped happily from the dais.
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PM Update: Hefty showers, gusty winds late evening with strong cold front
Some rumbles are also possible, as is potential for isolated damaging wind gusts. Much cooler tomorrow. 
By Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow | 2024-11-20
The vigorous line of downpours expected in the area between 8 and 11 p.m. tonight could produce sustained winds of 20 to 30 mph and gusts to 50 mph. This has prompted the National Weather Service to issue a wind advisory until 1 p.m.
"Gusty winds will blow around unsecured objects. Tree limbs could be blown down and a few power outages may result," the Weather Service wrote.
The trigger for these winds is a strong cold front sweeping toward the area. As it comes through, in addition to the gusty downpours, expect a sharp drop in temperatures of about 10 degrees in an hour.
Original article from 4:15 p.m.
We managed to make it into the low and mid-60s today as a strong cold front marches toward the region from the west. It will push through this evening with a change-up in our conditions of late. In addition to the likelihood of some much-needed rain, the Weather Service is warning of a rapid onset of strong winds tonight between 8 and 11 p.m. Gusts to 35 or 45 mph should be common, with some reaching 50 mph or so. There is some potential for isolated wind damage and power outages with this event.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through Tonight: Don't let the tranquil conditions of early evening fool you. A line of showers and storms will quickly move through the region later. Locally, it seems it should arrive around 8 to 9 p.m. -- an hour or so earlier west and later east. As the line passes, strong winds noted above will whip up and they'll stay elevated for several hours behind the front before tapering somewhat toward dawn.
Some additional rain may also fall through about midnight. It could be a decent soaking, with about 0.5 to 1 inch falling in general.

Simulated radar for this evening. (weatherbell.com)


View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Morning sun tends to be of the "self-destructive" kind. This happens when very cold air aloft leads to additional cloud cover formation with any warming at the ground. There could be a passing shower midday or afternoon. Near 50 to the low 50s for highs most spots. Winds blow out of the northwest around 10 to 15 mph, with gusts up to 25 or 30 mph.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
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Search still on for suspect in fatal shooting outside Maryland Subway
Prince George's County police officers are looking for more information to find and arrest 23-year-old Raheem Hawkins-Boseman.
By Jasmine Hilton | 2024-11-20

Lt. Shane Goudreau holds up a flier offering a cash reward for information leading to the arrest of Raheem Hawkins-Boseman. (Jasmine Hilton/TWP)


On a cloudy Wednesday afternoon, Prince George's County police detectives trekked through a shopping center in Capitol Heights, asking people to share clues that might help them track down 23-year-old Raheem Hawkins-Boseman, a suspected killer who used to spend time there.
Authorities obtained an arrest warrant charging Hawkins-Boseman with first-degree murder within 48 hours of the fatal shooting of Jessica Somerville outside a Subway restaurant in March. But eight months later, they haven't been able to find him.
Hawkins-Boseman, also known as "Heem," may have changed his appearance or could be evading arrest with the help of others. In any case, authorities want his name brought back to the community's memory to help finally bring justice to Somerville's family.
"He should know that we won't stop," Prince George's County police Lt. Shane Goudreau told reporters as officers searched for answers at Walker Mill Square Shopping Center. "Her family knows that we won't stop, and we need the help of the community also."
Goudreau described 27-year-old Somerville, of Suitland, as a loving mother, sister and friend. She was employed with the U.S. Postal Service.
In the early morning hours of March 17, around 2 a.m., Somerville and a group of friends had left work and went to get something to eat nearby on Silver Hill Road, Goudreau said.
While Somerville and her friends were in line ordering food at a Subway, two men entered the restaurant, surveillance footage released by police showed. One of the men, Hawkins-Boseman, "accosted" Somerville and her friends, Goudreau said. The exchange convinced Somerville and her friends that it was time to leave, Goudreau said.
Hawkins-Boseman then followed them out of the restaurant to their car, Goudreau said.
According to charging documents, Hawkins-Boseman took out a gun and demanded one of the victims' property. During a physical altercation, the documents say, he hit that victim in the face with the gun before firing his weapon, striking Somerville. Hawkins-Boseman and the other man then fled the scene in a car.
Police found Somerville wounded by a gunshot in the parking lot, according to the charging documents. She was pronounced dead at the scene.
Police detectives reviewed the surveillance footage and identified Hawkins-Boseman from prior encounters with law enforcement, according to the charging documents. Detectives are no longer looking for the other man and would not elaborate.
The interaction inside the Subway likely made Hawkins-Boseman upset, Goudreau said, and Somerville is in no way to blame.
"All she was doing was trying to get something to eat with her friends and leave at the first sign of trouble," Goudreau said. "This is a brutal and senseless act."
So far this year, Prince George's County police detectives have investigated 97 homicides, according to county police department data, closing about 67 percent of them, Goudreau said.
During the police canvass Wednesday, detectives stopped inside restaurants, a nail salon and a local food market carrying cash reward fliers offering up to $25,000 for information that leads to an arrest. Store employees shook their heads at Hawkins-Boseman's picture but agreed to let detectives tape the fliers to the storefront windows.
"I believe he's gotten help with this, and I want those people to know that if you're harboring him, if you're helping him, and we find out, you will be prosecuted," Goudreau said. "There are not many people out there that we have charged with murder that we haven't found."
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Court rules against Youngkin's withdrawal from carbon cap-and-trade market
A spokesman for Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) said the governor plans to appeal the ruling, which was celebrated by environmental advocates.
By Gregory S. Schneider, Laura Vozzella | 2024-11-20

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R). (Alex Brandon/AP)


RICHMOND -- A circuit court judge has ruled that Gov. Glenn Youngkin's effort to remove Virginia from a carbon cap-and-trade market called the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative was unlawful and must be rescinded, a victory for environmental advocates who said the governor had overstepped his authority by negating a law passed by the General Assembly.
On Wednesday, Circuit Judge C. Randall Lowe of Floyd County ruled that governors and their agencies "may only do that which is permitted by statute. ... As such, the only body with the authority to repeal the RGGI Regulation would be the General Assembly."
Therefore, Lowe wrote, the court "finds that the attempted repeal of the RGGI Regulation is unlawful, and thereby null and void."
The suit against the state's action was brought by the Southern Environmental Law Center on behalf of the Association of Energy Conservation Professionals and supported by other environmental groups. A spokesman for Youngkin (R) said the governor plans to appeal.
"We respectfully disagree with the judge's decision and will pursue an appeal," Youngkin spokesman Christian Martinez said in an email. "Governor Youngkin remains committed to lowering the cost of living for Virginians by continuing to oppose the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, which fails to effectively incentivize emission reductions in the Commonwealth. Instead, it functions as a regressive tax, hidden in utility bills passed on to all Virginians."
Virginia Attorney General Jason Miyares (R), whose office represented the state in the case, was "disappointed in today's circuit court ruling," Miyares spokesman Shaun Kenney said in an email. "We look forward to defending the commonsense repeal of this counterproductive program on appeal."
Nate Benforado, a senior attorney with the Southern Environmental Law Center, hailed the decision as a boon for the environment. "Future generations deserve a livable climate," Benforado said in a written statement. "This ruling puts Virginia back on track to address and adapt to climate change at a critical moment, while bringing in critically needed funding to help Virginians all across the Commonwealth."
The RGGI is a compact among 11 states for trading carbon credits, aimed at reducing emissions. Virginia joined in 2020 under a law passed when Democrats controlled the General Assembly and signed by a Democratic governor.
Youngkin came into office in 2022 vowing to exit the market, claiming the costs that utilities paid to participate were passed on to consumers in higher energy rates. Dominion Energy, the state's biggest utility, has estimated that the program adds about $2.39 to the average monthly residential electricity bill.
Environmentalists pointed out that more than $800 million in proceeds from the carbon auctions returned to the state in the form of funding for programs to weatherize homes and mitigate rising floodwaters, and as aid to low-income ratepayers.
Youngkin first tried to exit by executive order, but backed away after state lawmakers objected that he had no power to undo a measure passed by the legislature. He then directed the State Air Pollution Control Board -- four of whose seven members were Youngkin appointees -- to withdraw Virginia from RGGI. When the board voted 4-3 last year to do so, the environmental groups filed suit. The state's membership expired at the end of 2023.
A circuit judge in Fairfax County dismissed three of the original plaintiffs in the suit late last year, ruling that because they were advocacy groups they were not directly harmed by the action and had no standing to sue. But the judge allowed the case to move ahead with the fourth plaintiff, the Association of Energy Conservation Professionals, which used RGGI proceeds to weatherize homes in the state's mountainous southwest.
The suit moved to Floyd County, near the association's home turf. In his ruling Wednesday, Lowe first affirmed that the association had standing to sue because it was directly harmed by the loss of funds.
On the merits of the case, the state had argued that the law was not a mandate because it used language to "authorize" the Department of Environmental Quality to participate in RGGI, making it permissive rather than a requirement. But Lowe ruled that previous cases have established that when the General Assembly passes a law designed to serve the public interest, such language is intended as "compulsory."
In addition, Lowe said the word "authorize" was used because it was granting the agency's director a new power so that he could act.
Democrats in the Virginia Senate and House of Delegates celebrated the ruling as wins for the environment, consumers -- and the rule of law.
"Governor Youngkin broke the law when he removed us from RGGI and today judges upheld the law and struck down his illegal actions. Governors are administrators of the laws we pass, not Kings to do as they wish and Gov Youngkin learned that the hard way today," state Sen. L. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth) posted on the social media site X.
"Programs funded by RGGI have helped Virginians cut household energy costs, helped protect communities from floodwaters, and have been critical in the fight to cut pollution and address climate change," House Speaker Don Scott (D-Portsmouth) said in a written statement. "Today's decision saves hardworking Virginians money by ensuring the resources generated by RGGI are used to protect our communities. Governor Youngkin's reckless attempt to undermine this critical program has been rightfully stopped, and we remain committed to building an affordable and more sustainable future for all."
Republican lawmakers warned that the ruling would have bad consequences. "Democrats are cheering the resulting higher energy prices for Virginia citizens," House Minority Leader Todd Gilbert (R-Shenandoah) posted on X.
State Sen. Bryce E. Reeves (R-Orange) said on X: "RGGI is just a hidden tax on Virginians that drives up power costs and doesn't do anything to address pollution. Next step is an appeal."
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Corrections worker, detainees charged with smuggling contraband at D.C. jail
Corrections officer charged in smuggling conspiracy at D.C. Jail
By Peter Hermann | 2024-11-20

Contraband that federal prosecutors say was smuggled into the D.C. jail is shown. 


A corrections officer at the D.C. jail and three people awaiting trial in murder and assault cases have been indicted on charges of smuggling contraband into the facility, including a knife, drugs and cellphones, according to the U.S. attorney's office for D.C.
Two women were also indicted in the case on charges alleging they packaged the contraband into Tupperware containers concealed in prepared food and brought them to the jail, formally called the Central Detention Facility.
Authorities identified the corrections officer as Rashaad Roper, 36, of Gaithersburg, Maryland. He was released following an initial appearance in U.S. District Court on Tuesday, where a judge ordered him to stay away from the D.C. jail and people incarcerated there. Efforts to reach Roper were not successful. His attorney, Selano Simmons, said Tuesday: "We look forward to handling this case in a court of law, not in the court of public opinion."
D.C. payroll records show that Roper was hired in 2021 and makes an annual salary of $66,462. He was placed on administrative leave in February 2024 and subsequently put on enforced leave without pay, according to a department of corrections spokesperson. The indictment also says a second correctional officer was implicated in the smuggling case; that officer, who was on probationary status and has not been charged with a crime, was terminated in July of this year, the spokesperson said.
The jail in Southeast Washington houses about 1,700 people in two facilities awaiting trial or serving misdemeanor sentences. Plans to build a new jail complex to replace the troubled facility are underway. In 2021, the U.S. Marshals Service described "systemic failures" there that included the smell of urine and feces, though the city's Department of Corrections disputed the allegations.
The smuggling case was investigated by the FBI's Washington Field Office and the D.C. Department of Corrections Office of Investigative Services, court records show. The indictment covers a period starting in February but authorities said the alleged smuggling operation appears to have started many months earlier.
D.C. corrections director Thomas Faust said through an agency spokesperson that the charges underscore how persistent issues with contraband are for correctional facilities.
"These charges should serve as a stark reminder to our staff, contractors, residents, and visitors of our zero-tolerance policy regarding the introduction and distribution of contraband," he stated.
Prosecutors allege that the women accused of packaging the contraband had relationships with people incarcerated at the facility and charged in this case.
The U.S. attorney's office for D.C. said in a statement that the women brought the contraband to the jail where Roper and the other officer "would take possession of the containers and smuggle them into the jail. Once inside, at least one of the corrections officers would "deliver the contraband" to three incarcerated people.
On Feb. 18, investigators said they recorded a phone call between one of the incarcerated men and a woman. The woman repeatedly told him that people connected to the case were being greedy, according to a transcript included in the indictment. A half hour after that call, the indictment alleges the woman drove to the jail with a bag containing items prohibited in the facility -- including a switchblade knife, an Apple iPhone, a phone charger, marijuana, tobacco, white rolling papers, dice and 100 cigarettes -- and dropped it off inside a staff entrance next to a door leading to a secure screening room.
The woman then left, the indictment says, and less than an hour later, Roper retrieved the bag and walked around an X-ray machine, which was not staffed at the time. Prosecutors said Roper put the bag in a staff locker and left for the day.

A corrections officer and three detainees have been charged with smuggling contraband into the D.C. jail. 


The following day, the indictment alleges Roper retrieved the bag, put two Tupperware containers on top of a cooler on a push cart and rolled it into a cell block hallway. Minutes later, according to the indictment, the three detainees and another corrections officer entered the hallway and one of the men grabbed the containers from the cart.
On Feb. 26, the indictment says Roper retrieved a white food container from a security area and later, wearing Latex gloves, pulled four objects out of a salad. Two days later, the indictment says one of the women dropped off another white bag at the staff entrance, which also was retrieved by Roper. Investigators monitoring security cameras seized the bag. A few minutes later, the indictment says Roper entered the area but left "empty-handed."
The indictment says Roper then talked to one of the incarcerated men who later called the woman to inquire about the bag. On a call recorded by authorities, the woman confirmed "that she dropped off the contraband," according to the indictment.
Roper was put on administrative leave the following day, according to the indictment.
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Mountains west of D.C. brace for big snow; flakes may reach city Friday
In the D.C. region, areas north and west of the Beltway have the best chance of seeing their first snowflakes of the season Friday morning.
By Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2024-11-21

Predicted snowfall through Saturday morning. (Ian Livingston) 


The mountains of the Mid-Atlantic, some 150 miles west of Washington, are poised to receive their first significant snowfall of the season Thursday into the weekend, in the wake of a powerful cold front that will blitz the region Wednesday night.
It might even turn cold enough for a little wet snow as far east as the Interstate 95 corridor and the District on Friday, but accumulation is generally not expected outside of the mountains. Washingtonians want to experience meaningful snowfall would probably have to drive three to four hours, though such a trip would not be advised. Severe midwinter-like conditions are anticipated there, with heavy, wind-whipped snow and freezing temperatures.
Winter storm warnings spread from far-western Maryland's Garrett County into the high elevations of east-central West Virginia between Thursday morning and Friday night. The National Weather Service cautions that the combination of heavy snow and wind could reduce visibility below a quarter of a mile. Some spots could receive over a foot of snow.
"Whiteout conditions are expected and will make travel treacherous and potentially life-threatening," the Weather Service warned.
Locations that could get pasted by heavy snow include the area around Deep Creek Lake in Western Maryland, and Canaan Valley and Snowshoe in eastern West Virginia.
A large area of the Appalachian Mountains from southwest Pennsylvania to western North Carolina will probably see at least a couple of inches of snow. Westward-facing mountains could receive over a foot of snow at elevations above 4,000 feet.
Rain showers are predicted to transition to snow Wednesday night into early Thursday. "Heavy snow is most likely Thursday afternoon, and then again late Friday morning through Friday evening," the Weather Service wrote.
Winds could gust up to 45 mph, causing blizzard conditions at times throughout the event.
At elevations above 3,000 feet, accumulations of 6 inches or more are a decent bet along westward-facing mountain zones from southwest Pennsylvania to southwest Virginia.
Models project that the Snowshoe ski area in east-central West Virginia -- at a peak elevation of over 4,800 feet -- could register some of the highest totals. A blend of computer models predicts 12 to 24 inches, most of it falling within 36 hours.

Simulation of precipitation from the European model between Thursday and Saturday. Snow is shown in blue; rain is green. Universal time displayed; subtract 5 hours for Eastern time. (WeatherBell) 


Bob Leffler, a retired National Weather Service climatologist, predicts similar peak amounts in Canaan Valley at elevations above 4,000 feet, where temperatures will hover between 25 and 30 degrees.
"I expect significant travel impacts and dangerous conditions to develop Thursday into Saturday at times with this robust early winter snowfall," Leffler, who prepares specialized forecasts for the region, said in an email.
Some tree damage and power outages could occur in hardest-hit areas because of the weight of the snow and strong winds.
Snowfall amounts will be heavily dependent on elevation and will decrease markedly below 2,500 feet.
The storm system generating the snow in the mountains could draw enough cold air and moisture eastward to bring at least the chance of frozen precipitation as far east as the I-95 corridor.
On Thursday, a few rain showers could pop up during the afternoon and there might be enough cold air at high altitudes for some snow pellets or graupel to mix in over the D.C. area.
But Friday will probably offer the best chance of seeing frozen precipitation in the D.C. area. That's when temperatures will be chilliest, and some precipitation may pinwheel southward from the storm system, forecast to be centered in northern Pennsylvania or southern New York.

Forecast radar from the high-resolution NAM model for 2 p.m. Friday indicates some wet snow in the D.C. area. This is among the snowier models; other models suggest little precipitation or rain. Temperatures are predicted to be in the mid- to upper 30s so no accumulation is anticipated on roads. (WeatherBell) 


Scattered rain showers could mix with or change to wet snow or sleet for a time Friday morning and perhaps into the afternoon, especially west of I-95. Areas that have the best chance to see flakes will be generally along and west of Route 15, from Warrenton to Leesburg to Frederick, as well as in northern Maryland. That's where a slushy coating on grassy areas can't be ruled out. Closer to the Beltway, where temperatures will be well above freezing, little or no accumulation is expected, and chances for seeing flakes are more iffy.
Any rain and snow showers Friday would probably taper off by evening.
A strong cold front that will sweep across the eastern United States on Wednesday night is the impetus for this blast of wintry weather. The jet stream -- or river of high-altitude winds that separate cold and warm air -- will take a big dip southward along the East Coast after the cold front passes.

Weather pattern forecast for Friday morning. (The Washington Post)


As the jet stream dips, a storm system will develop over the Northeast. Winds swirling around the storm system, blowing from the west and northwest toward the western slopes of the Appalachians, will generate what's known as "upslope" snowfall.
"Remember 'upslope' is the process whereby moving air is forced up and over topographic barriers like the broad and lengthy spine of the Allegheny High Country and Eastern Continental Divide," Leffler said regarding the Canaan Valley area. "That process produces the bulk of the area's enhanced 140-to-175-inch average seasonal snowfall."
Upslope snow events usually produce little precipitation east of the mountains because the air dries out as it passes over the high terrain. But, in this case, the storm system may end up close enough to the D.C. area to generate some rain and snow showers close by.
Snow in the Alleghenies and Appalachians more broadly is not atypical at this time of year. The first measurable snowfall in the highest terrain comes around in the back half of October on average. Even somewhat lower elevations such as Elkins, West Virginia, average a first snowfall during the second week of November.
At the edge of the Canaan Valley, around 3,500 feet above sea level, detailed snow statistics date back 25 years. Since the winter of 2001-2002, the first snowflakes have flown around Oct. 15 on average, with the first inch coming around Oct. 30. October has averaged 6.5 inches, with 10.7 inches in November.
So far this season, snowflakes were first seen on Oct. 16, but the location has yet to pick up any measurable snow. The story is similar in mountain areas to the north and south, although some locations have seen light accumulation as far south as the Carolinas.
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Earl Monroe changed the NBA. At 80, he is still making moves.
"The Pearl" revolutionized professional basketball with his flashy style of play. As he reaches a milestone birthday, he is slowed but proud.
By Paul Schwartzman | 2024-11-21
NEW YORK -- He moved through the crowd slowly, pushing his walker across the Bronx asphalt until he reached a folding chair, where he sat and rested the legs that once delivered him to basketball brilliance.
"Hanging in there," he said to someone who greeted him. "Another day."
More than a generation ago, Earl "The Pearl" Monroe was to professional basketball what James Brown was to performance, a man of a million unplanned moves who thrilled his audiences and left them clamoring for more.
As a Baltimore Bullet and a New York Knick, Monroe was a freewheeling revelation in an era of predictable pick and rolls and sensible bounce passes. His spindly legs and quick feet were his wings, propelling him up and under and around defenders, a blur of spins and reverse spins, floating double pumps and deadly jump shots.
Michael Jordan, Magic Johnson and Kobe Bryant turned the game into global entertainment; LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Stephen Curry shattered stratospheric salary records. Before all of that, before "SportsCenter" and "Inside the NBA" and social media, there was "The Pearl," a one-man highlight reel, the father of improvisational basketball who inspired magazine covers and written reveries from the likes of Woody Allen and Spike Lee.
"God couldn't go one-on-one with Earl Monroe," a teammate declared during his prime in the late 1960s and '70s.
A half-century later, as he turns 80 years old Thursday, Monroe struggles to stand without a cane or a walker -- that is, if he can stand at all after dozens of surgeries, many resulting from the wear and tear of 13 years in the NBA.
He and his old friend and former Knicks teammate Dick Barnett, now 88, were in wheelchairs when they appeared onstage last month at Barnett's Hall of Fame induction. Bill Bradley, another former Knicks teammate, stood between them as a crowd that included Julius Erving, Larry Bird and Reggie Miller rose and applauded.
Monroe, himself a Hall of Famer, said it was important for him to be there to escort Barnett, another graduate of a historically Black college whose induction was long overdue. But he said later that being in a wheelchair before television cameras and basketball's aristocracy "was traumatic for me, the world seeing me like that."

Monroe, far left, appeared last month at the Hall of Fame induction ceremony for his former teammate Dick Barnett, far right. (David Butler II/Imagn Images)


"I'm a shell of myself at this point," Monroe said. "I'm very depressed about it. I don't like to do things, going here and going there, because I'm pretty vain. I don't want people to remember me as a cripple after you've seen me as I was."
For all of his limitations, though, Monroe still has moves. His intellect and interests can be as peripatetic as his game, spinning in unpredictable directions, which is what led him to that Bronx street corner on a late September morning. He was the star attraction at the ceremonial groundbreaking for a new home for the Earl Monroe New Renaissance Basketball School.
"Clyde, you didn't have to get all dressed up for the affair," Monroe laughed after spotting Walt "Clyde" Frazier, 79, his former Knicks backcourt mate who lived up to his reputation for sartorial style, arriving in a dark leather jacket with long white fringes.
Someone led the way as Monroe pushed his walker from the sidewalk to a stage to another chair, where he sat again. A roster of speakers, including NBA Commissioner Adam Silver, Knicks Coach Tom Thibodeau and then-Knicks forward Julius Randle, praised Monroe for lending his name to a public charter high school that promotes basketball as a field in which kids can find careers as anything -- agents and broadcasters, designers and trainers.
"I said to Earl Monroe years ago, one special high school, the first of its kind in the country, period, not even close," Dan Klores, a documentary filmmaker, playwright and the school's founder, told the crowd. "And he said, 'I'm in; I'm in.'"
It was left to Frazier to introduce his old teammate, the other half of what was known in their heyday as the Rolls-Royce backcourt for their elite play and taste in superluxury wheels. First, though, Frazier recalled their famous rivalry, when Monroe was with the Bullets, and Frazier had the unenviable task of chasing his impossible twists and turns.
"Earl didn't know what he was going to do. How did I know what he was going to do?" Frazier said. "I used to tell friends he was the only man I ever dreamt about. Trying to guard this guy. Man."
Monroe has heard Frazier tell stories about their showdowns for years. In a basketball town, they're still gold 51 years after the last Knicks championship.
"Thank you for that rousing oratory," Monroe said, taking the mic when Frazier finished. As he spoke, he remained seated, a basketball on his lap.
"I don't know what to say," he said. "Obviously, it has floored me. So I'm not even going to get up."

Monroe, seated in the foreground, attended the groundbreaking for the new site of Earl Monroe New Renaissance Basketball School in New York. (Paul Schwartzman/TWP)


"He's here!" spectators would shout when he made his entrance, all but floating onto the court in the sweltering basement of Bright Hope Baptist Church.
"Black Jesus!"
This was in Philadelphia, where Monroe grew up and where his inventiveness on schoolyard courts and in the summertime Baker League inspired a litany of nicknames: Thomas Edison, Doctor, Magic, Black Magic, the Duke of Earl and various iterations of a certain well-known deity.
Fellow basketball legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar would talk about him decades later, when a TV host asked about the greatest schoolyard player he ever saw.
"Earl Monroe," Abdul-Jabbar said, describing an encounter dating from when he was known as Lew Alcindor and Monroe walked onto a court in mismatching sneakers -- one black high-top, one white low-top. "I didn't know who he was. He had his own cheering section. He came out and people were running around talking about 'Jesus! Jesus!' And I'm like, 'Wait a minute.'"
Monroe didn't find basketball until he was 14, when the coach at John Bartram High eyed his skinny 6-foot-3 frame in the hall and invited him to the gym. Before then, he was more interested in soccer. He had quick feet, which he probably inherited from his father, once a dancer in Bessie Smith's jazz-blues act, who left the family when Monroe was a boy and didn't see him again until he was an adult. His mother, Rose, had good reason to keep little Earl close. When he was 5 or 6, he saw a man in his neighborhood stab another man and try to cut the heart out of his chest.
Basketball became a liberating obsession. He practiced his high dribble in the living room while absorbing the rhythms of James Brown, Gladys Knight & the Pips and Miles Davis. He got ideas for moves -- including his signature spin -- by watching players on neighborhood courts. But there was no one he emulated, not like when he played baseball and imagined he was Willie Mays making "The Catch." On the court, Monroe was inventing himself, even coming up with names for his acrobatics, including the "flukey-duke" for his feathery midair hesitation shot.
"I wasn't taught how to do things," he said. "It was all trial and error."
Sonny Hill, the founder of the Baker League, was an early admirer of Monroe's style -- how he would show up late for games to build the crowd's anticipation, check in without warming up and whip passes through his legs and behind his back and score as if no one were guarding him. "You're talking about one of a kind," Hill said. "What he was able to do, no one has been able to copy or perform. The moves he made came out of instinct. It was never something that could be planned, almost like a Globetrotter reel."

Monroe flies toward the basket during a game with the Baltimore Bullets in 1969. (AP Photo) 


His Baker League opponents included Bradley, who rode the train from New York one afternoon and ended up in a shootout that became the stuff of lore -- Monroe, playing for a local business called Gaddie Real Estate, scoring 63 points; Bradley, the future senator in a Jimmy Bates B-Bar jersey, with 54. "The place was packed," Bradley recalled. "He'd go down and do his thing. I'd go down and do mine. It was the battle of Bright Hope Baptist Church." (Monroe's team won.)
There was a racial component to Monroe's play, a street style Hill calls "Black ball," which the basketball establishment -- White coaches, mainly -- dismissed as hot-dog heresy. "Early Black players were role players. They played defense. They rebounded. The game was geared to White players," Hill said. "What Earl was doing, the NBA had never seen a Black player do or allowed a Black player to do."
Monroe's play may have been stifled had he gone to a mostly White school, Hill said. Instead, he attended Winston-Salem State College, a historically Black school in North Carolina's tobacco country, where he had encounters with the Ku Klux Klan and a White police officer who called him the n-word. Clarence "Big House" Gaines, coach of the Winston-Salem State Rams, let Monroe be Monroe. In 1967, his senior year, he averaged 41.5 points and led the Rams to the NCAA Division II championship.
"These are Earl's Pearls," wrote a newspaper columnist, highlighting Monroe's single-game scoring gems -- 50 here, 58 there, and his high of 68.
From then on, he was Earl "The Pearl."
His growing fame did not halt resistance to his style. Although he led the qualifying trials in scoring and assists that year, the U.S. team rejected Monroe for the Pan American Games.
"I was told my game was 'too Black,'" he said, the slight edge in his voice suggesting that not all bygones are entirely gone.

Monroe's street ball style was foreign to the NBA when he entered the league in the late 1960s. (Malcolm Emmons/U.S. Presswire) 


On Nov. 4, 1968, Sports Illustrated's cover headline read "Magic in Baltimore," alongside an image of the Bullets' star guard staring at the camera, unsmiling, a ball floating above his fingertips.
Frank Deford's story introduced "The Pearl" to a national audience, casting him as the best of basketball's young wave and a threat to established stars such as Oscar Robertson and Jerry West. One night in Baltimore, he scored 56 points against West's Los Angeles Lakers and was on his way to winning rookie of the year honors.
"Your mouth was open, like, what the heck was this?" said Hall of Fame broadcaster Marv Albert, the Knicks' radio voice in those years, describing the challenge of finding the precise words to narrate Monroe's ballet. "His dribble was so quick. He couldn't jump, but his moves were so unusual. It was art at such a high level."
He signed as a rookie for a paltry $20,000 per year, a salary that eventually soared to $140,000, enough for him to put down $30,000 for a Silver Shadow model Rolls. But he felt underpaid. In his fifth season, after Baltimore had lost to Abdul-Jabbar's Milwaukee Bucks in the NBA Finals, Monroe got into a bitter contract dispute with team owner Abe Pollin. Then, the unthinkable: On Nov. 10, 1971, the Bullets traded Monroe to the archrival Knicks.
The blockbuster deal roiled basketball's punditocracy and unleashed a cloud of questions: How would a premier soloist play with basketball's version of the Budapest String Quartet? Would two basketballs be needed to accommodate a backcourt of Monroe and Frazier? And could Monroe commit to a team he had considered a mortal enemy?
"It did not compute," Monroe said.
Yet despite his reputation as a showman, he knew he was a complete player and resolved to fit in. He deferred to Frazier, the team's floor leader. He passed more and shot less. For a time, he even came off the bench. His scoring average, once as high as 25.8 points with the Bullets, fell to 11.9 in his first year with the Knicks. "It was hard," he said. "I was going back to Philly; guys were talking to me: 'Man, you're not the same person. Where'd your game go?'"
Nowhere, as it turned out. In his second year with the Knicks, the team pulled off an astonishing comeback early in the season against the Bucks, scoring 19 straight points in the last 5:50 to win. Monroe made a string of clutch baskets, including the jumper that put them ahead. The deafening roar from the Madison Square Garden crowd made New York feel like home.

Monroe, second from right in the front row of the 1973-74 team picture, eventually fit in with the Knicks after arriving in a 1971 trade. (AP Photo) 


He embraced his new city, moving into a Broadway high-rise with a view of the Chagall murals at the entrance to Lincoln Center (rent: $1,000 per month). He hung out at jazz clubs where he became friendly with Miles Davis, feigning polite interest when the bandleader spoke in a rasp he could barely decipher. He became a New York celebrity, described by Roger Kahn in Esquire as "a seething prince out of the ghetto" whose game was so good, "the only way another mortal can stop him from scoring is with an M-16."
As much as he loved New York, Monroe sometimes felt as though he hadn't left the South. A Greenwich Village loft he wanted to buy suddenly became unavailable after the owner learned he was Black. Cabbies refused to pick him up so often that he kept rocks in his shoulder bag to fling at them as they drove away. In 1973, after leaving the Garden after a Finals game against the Los Angeles Lakers, Monroe and his girlfriend encountered a trio of drunken White fans in Knicks garb, one of whom called him the n-word, punched him in the jaw and ran. Monroe stored a pistol in the glove compartment of his Rolls, which he wanted to retrieve and "drive around and find those guys," he said. But his girlfriend reminded him he had a plane to catch.
The Knicks were flying out west to play the Lakers in Game 5 of their series, a game they won to capture the title. Monroe earned his first and only ring and proved, finally, that one ball was all he and Frazier needed.
"It's ironic," Bradley said. "Earl had the reputation of a virtuoso, with the spin moves and the shake and bake. But I don't remember him that way. I remember him as someone who put the team first. He's a reaffirmation of the old principle: Winning is better than losing, and championships are why you play the game."
Yet even with his success in New York, many of Monroe's fans still yearned for the old Earl of Baltimore. Woody Allen, in a 1977 Sport magazine cover story, wrote that Monroe on court was akin to Marlon Brando on screen because "the potential for a sudden great thrill is always present."
"Here is the single most exciting player in basketball," wrote Allen, a season ticket holder at the time. "Do we really want him to abandon his individuality and become a cog in a machine?"

The Earl Monroe New Renaissance Basketball School in the Bronx. (Chris Sorensen for The Washington Post)



A rendering of the new Earl Monroe New Renaissance Basketball School building. (Chris Sorensen for The Washington Post)


Twenty-one years later, Jake Shuttlesworth, the character played by Denzel Washington in Spike Lee's "He Got Game," tells his son about his "all-time favorite ballplayer," the guy "the Knicks put the shackles on."
"You know what they called him?" Shuttlesworth asks over a montage of Monroe twirling as a Bullet. "Jesus -- that's what they called him. Jesus. Because he was the truth."
Lee calls his film "an homage to Earl."
"Earl 'The Pearl' was not just any player. He was all, my brother. He had the style," the director said. "What people don't understand is he made the great sacrifice."

Monroe, seated with NBA Commissioner Adam Silver and former Knicks teammate Walt Frazier, addresses the crowd at the groundbreaking for the new site of the Earl Monroe New Renaissance Basketball School in the Bronx. (Paul Schwartzman/The Washington Post)


On a Friday afternoon a couple of weeks before his birthday, Monroe pushed his walker across the gym floor at his school's current Bronx home. A photographer had set up lights to take his portrait. As he sat on a stool, Monroe said he felt lightheaded, then waved away offers of help. "I'm used to performing," he said, his face brightening.
Monroe's poor health often keeps him home in the Harlem apartment he shares with his wife, Marita. His rare excursions are mainly to see doctors. Someone from the Knicks had been in touch about inviting him to the Garden for a birthday toast at an upcoming game, an offer he appreciated even as it unsettled him.
"They don't understand. If I can't be presented right, I don't want to be presented," Monroe said. He imagined the hassle of getting to and from the arena, maneuvering his walker to a courtside seat and, when his name was announced, enduring the attention.
"It's always this here," he said, mimicking a practiced smile and wave. He laughed. "I prefer when the emphasis is not on me."
Despite his reticence, Monroe was at the Knicks' game against the Washington Wizards on Monday night, in a black leather jacket as he sat with his wife on "Celebrity Row." His wide grin flashed on the videoboard as his name was announced and the crowd sang happy birthday. A TV reporter asked whether he had a message for Frazier, a Knicks broadcaster who somehow still appears fit enough to play.
"Stop looking like that, Clyde," Monroe said. "You're messing me up."
His 15 hangs in the Garden rafters with Frazier's 10 and the numbers of other Knicks legends. But old attachments linger. At his 1990 Hall of Fame induction, Monroe entered as a Bullet and sometimes contemplates what might have been had he stayed in Baltimore, an untethered version of "The Pearl."

Monroe speaks with students during a recent event. (Chris Sorensen for The Washington Post)


"Who doesn't like to be king?" he asked. "I could've said no to the trade and been seen as a bigger star. It turned out okay but certainly not what it would've been had I stayed."
As he has aged, he has found himself reflecting on his place in basketball's evolution and the significance of all those improvised moves, many of which surprised even him. "It came from the street, and it changed the way people looked at the game," he said. "When I first got there, they called me a hot dog. Then they understood it put people in the seats and everyone could do that. Now it's the norm."
He does not miss playing. When he sleeps, he does not dream about driving on Frazier or anyone else for that matter. And you won't find him searching YouTube for his highlight reel. No need. "I was there," he said. When he watches sports, it's mainly tennis, though he said he enjoys the WNBA because the women "play beneath the rim" and there are "intricate plays and great shooters." And the NBA?
"The game is boring except for the last five minutes," he said. "You kind of know what's going to happen."
His post-basketball life has been an extended zig and a zag, not unlike his path to the hoop. His ventures have included a music production company, a Harlem restaurant and a painting and flooring business. He coproduced "Black Magic," an award-winning documentary that Klores directed, about civil rights era basketball at Black colleges. There was a period in the mid-1980s when Bronx Republicans talked of recruiting him to run for Congress. (He said he declined.) A decade ago, he wrote his autobiography, which includes a few whiplash-inducing anecdotes, such as the night he unwittingly smoked angel dust at a party thrown by Bubba Smith of the Baltimore Colts.
"My whole thing has been about unpredictability," Monroe said of his meandering journey. "If someone wants to kill you, if you have a certain routine, they know where to find you. But if you don't have a routine, they might never find you."
What has found him is the toll all that basketball magic took on his body. Surgeons have operated on his back, neck and elbow and replaced his knees and hips multiple times. His sinuses alone have required more than a dozen operations.
"It's like 40-something," he said of his surgery count. "My whole body, from my head down to my foot."

Monroe sits for a portrait at the Earl Monroe New Renaissance Basketball School in the Bronx. (Chris Sorensen for The Washington Post)


The hardest part about not feeling well is staying home and thinking about things such as his next doctor's visit, why his head hurts, why he feels foggy, whether he'll be able to walk again without that damn walker and his mortality. Time is getting short, Monroe said. He understands that.
He prefers thinking about his school and the $5 million it needs to raise for the new building. He has a stack of R&B and pop songs he wants to find artists to perform. He has a movie idea, a "back-in-the-day type of thing" about his college basketball team, a cross between "Remember the Titans" and "Animal House."
He has the title ("Magic of the Rams") and even a story outline. He just needs a script.
"Know any screenwriters?" he asked, as always contemplating his next move.
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For the Wizards, winning can wait, but trying hard can't
The Wizards made a delicate bargain with their long-suffering fans. They aren't holding up their end.
By Candace Buckner | 2024-11-21

OG Anunoby dunks during the Knicks' blowout win over the Wizards. (Brad Penner/Imagn Images) 


Anyone who started this year remotely interested in the 2024-25 Washington Wizards had an implied arrangement with these Gen Z ballers. The deal was simple: They can keep growing and losing -- but mostly losing -- while fans stay patient without grumbling.
The Wizards can treat this entire NBA season as an extended how-to boot camp, almost like an internship for future franchise cornerstones, as long as there are discernible signs of progress. Fans should keep a strong stomach while watching second overall pick Alex Sarr insist on shooting three-pointers that will end up as missed shots. Or hold the deep sighs when Kyshawn George, another rookie, uses too much of his hands or body and commits a foul. And don't even think about rolling your eyes when point guard Bub Carrington, yet another rookie, loses a possession every now and then while trying to set up a teammate.
That's the deal. The youngins can take time, compete and develop without moans from a jittery fan base, on the condition that the team actually, you know, competes. Yet 13 games in, and nine deep into a losing streak, the Wizards, as a whole, aren't holding up their end of this fragile bargain.
What would you make of a team that has beaten just one opponent this year? (The Atlanta Hawks, twice.) That had declared it would have a better "defensive disposition" (the words of General Manager Will Dawkins), yet such pledges made in the preseason have not been seen on the court?
If you're Coach Brian Keefe, you would take responsibility for the lack of competitiveness that was most noticeable in the ninth consecutive loss, which happened Monday night at Madison Square Garden.
"That wasn't what we need to be, what our standards were, and we have to own that," Keefe told reporters after the 134-106 defeat, scowling while speaking. "We have to look at ourselves, and we have to get better."
But even a casual observer of this project called the Wizards, who fell to 2-11, would notice the flaws. Not just in one blowout in New York but through this early season, when the team has regressed defensively despite its simple goals.
It's not just a worrying trend that Washington has surrendered at least 124 points in four straight losses. Rather, it's an identity. When a team gives up that many points in seven of the first 13 games played, that's who it is.
Washington ranks last in the NBA in defensive rating (120.3), is allowing the most points per game (124.7) and is tied with the Oklahoma City Thunder for allowing the most second-chance points (17.2). Those numbers might suggest the Wizards can't stop anyone from scoring. They can. They just have to hack to do so, which is why Washington has given up the second-most free throw attempts per game (26.5).
It wasn't free throw shooting that haunted Washington during its ninth straight loss but rather general dysfunction on defense. It appeared on the first defensive possession as a total team breakdown.
When Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns set a high screen for point guard Jalen Brunson, Wizards guard Malcolm Brogdon, a veteran brought in this year, went over the screen to pursue his man, but Sarr abandoned Towns to track Brunson as well. That left Towns -- an all-star and one of the best shooting bigs in the league, mind you -- open beyond the arc, so forward Kyle Kuzma hustled to shift toward that threat. Now the problem: Kuzma's decision to put out a potential fire allowed Knicks forward OG Anunoby to cut free to the rim. And now the bigger problem: Jordan Poole was the last man standing between the rim and a bucket.
Poole didn't just allow Anunoby to cut inside; he didn't even realize what was happening until Anunoby was in the jumper's circle ready to launch. This lack of awareness showed up again a few plays later, when Poole allowed his man, Mikal Bridges, to get to the rim for a putback dunk. Once again, Poole was playing loosely in the set, watching the ball and not being in tune to the action developing.
While the 25-year-old Poole is off to a great start on the offensive end, averaging a career-best 21.1 points and 4.6 assists, he has been more of a liability on defense. Although Poole is collecting almost two steals per game, another career high, he's also allowing players he guards to shoot better than 50 percent. Among starting guards who have appeared in at least 13 games, Poole's defended field goal percentage ranks in the bottom eight. This would be forgivable for one of the first- or second-year players on the Wizards' roster but not for a veteran who should know better.

The Wizards have the worst defensive rating in the NBA. (Brad Penner/Imagn Images) 


If the Wizards aren't careful -- and don't live up to their standards, as Keefe said -- this losing streak could snowball. Maybe not as dramatically as it did for last year's Detroit Pistons, but there are similarities. Much like the Wizards, those Pistons were a collection of NBA neophytes such as Cade Cunningham, Jalen Duren, Jaden Ivey and Ausar Thompson. Around this time last year, they, too, were mired in a nine-game losing streak. Eventually the team lost 28 straight games, the longest streak in a single season in NBA history.
On Nov. 14, 2023, the night the Pistons' skid reached nine in a turnover-heavy loss to the Hawks, their coach, Monty Williams, sounded frustrated, just like Keefe on Monday. Though Williams was fired after the season, he sounded an alarm that should echo today in Washington.
"You're not going to be young forever," Williams said, according to the Detroit Free Press. "I think we got to stop using that around here, all the 'young.' If you're in high school, nobody would call you young. They'd just be like, 'Stop it.' The young thing, I'm not buying that. I think we just got to stop doing it. We have to understand how valuable the ball is."
Young as these Wizards may be, they are still professionals, and they are surrounded by veterans. So as a group, the Wizards should be able to reach the low bar of being competitive. That's the deal. This team can lose again and again, but it needs to compete every single night. No irrational demands, just development. But it's up to the players to hold up their part of the deal.
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For the Capitals, an unmooring development: The Russian machine broke
As Alex Ovechkin recovers from an injury, the Washington Capitals must try to keep their hot start going without the player who has driven so much of it.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-11-21

Alex Ovechkin was injured Monday night at Utah. (Jamie Sabau/Getty Images) 


Tom Wilson was the first of Alex Ovechkin's teammates to see the unfamiliar sight Monday. Wilson's night had ended a few minutes early, after he received a five-minute fighting major for a bout with Utah's Jack McBain, who had played a role in what Wilson and the Washington Capitals were about to confront.
Wilson walked into Washington's dressing room in Salt Lake City and found Ovechkin, the team's longtime captain and its biggest star, injured after a leg-on-leg collision with McBain. And, in the moment, Wilson didn't quite know what to do with the sight in front of him.
"It was emotional at first, right? To be completely honest, I come into the room, he's the hottest guy in the league, he's chasing something bigger than hockey," Wilson said Wednesday. "I think everyone in the hockey world just feels that bit of letdown, that emotion. You're just pulling for him. He's putting everything he has into it. He feels all that pressure.
"The whole world of hockey is just rooting him on. To come in there and see that he was hurt, it hurt a little bit as a teammate. But at the end of the day, that's hockey. That's part of the gig. Stuff happens, and guys bounce back from injuries. He's going to do the same."

Alex Ovechkin, 39, has been famously durable during his long NHL career, and rarely misses games with injury. (John McDonnell/ for The Washington Post) 


Ovechkin, who had been closing in on Wayne Gretzky's NHL goals record, is listed as week-to-week, though additional information on his timeline is expected Thursday. He has missed just 35 games because of injury in his 1,444-game career.
Ovechkin scored two goals before leaving Monday's game, and he scored three the previous night in a win over the Vegas Golden Knights. With 15 goals in 18 games to begin the season, the 39-year-old was looking like his dominant younger self and getting closer every game to Gretzky's mark of 894 goals. Ovechkin sits at 868 -- 27 goals from breaking the record.
Now the Capitals must attempt to keep their own hot start going without the player who has driven so much of it.
Washington placed Ovechkin on injured reserve Wednesday, clearing a roster spot to call up Ivan Miroshnichenko from the Hershey Bears, its American Hockey League affiliate. A player on injured reserve must miss at least seven days; with Ovechkin's week-to-week designation, a return as soon as he would be eligible -- next Wednesday at the Tampa Bay Lightning -- appears unlikely.
"Just everything that we do as a team, he's our captain," Coach Spencer Carbery said. "When [you lose] someone like that ... it's significant, but now you sort of shift your focus as coaches and as players and as the leadership group to 'Okay, now, where do we go from here?' It means that everybody, including coaches, needs to do a little bit more to make up for the void of him not being around."

Alex Ovechkin is listed as week-to-week after Monday's injury. (Nick Wass/AP Photo) 


Ovechkin is not a player who can be replaced with a one-for-one swap. The Capitals didn't do line rushes at practice Wednesday, and Carbery was noncommittal about who will move up to the top line with center Dylan Strome and winger Aliaksei Protas in his absence. One option is Andrew Mangiapane, who began the season with Strome and Ovechkin but moved to the third line after the first game, a loss to New Jersey. Winger Taylor Raddysh, who has skated on the fourth line but played with Strome in Chicago several years ago, is another possibility.
In a perfect world, Carbery would prefer to place a right-handed shot with Strome and Protas. Mangiapane shoots left; Raddysh shoots right.
"I prefer wingers playing their on sides," Carbery said. "Protas I like on the left side, so to put another lefty over there on the right side -- but it's not the be-all, end-all. If there's a better fit, whether that's Mangiapane, we'll find out [Thursday]."
If he draws into the lineup for Thursday's game against the visiting Colorado Avalanche, Miroshnichenko will not be expected to perform as Ovechkin's replacement.
"He will wholeheartedly understand that he is not up here to fill any type of void from O, other than a roster spot," Carbery said. "He's going to be himself. Whether he gets in the game [Thursday] night or not, we've seen him up here. We know his skill set. He's done a pretty good job down in Hershey thus far this year. Felt like he was the right choice to bring up in this situation with needing a forward."

Alex Ovechkin has been closing in on Wayne Gretzky's NHL record of 894 goals. He now sits at 868. (Nick Wass/AP Photo) 


What Washington did show was its new power-play units, for which Ovechkin's absence will be prominent. When healthy, Ovechkin plays the full two minutes of each power play from his "office" in the left faceoff circle. Without him, defensemen John Carlson and Jakob Chychrun will run the first unit -- Carlson moved around, but one of the looks featured him in Ovechkin's favorite spot -- with Strome, Wilson and Connor McMichael. Defenseman Rasmus Sandin is running the second unit, taking over for Chychrun, and he was joined by Mangiapane, Jakub Vrana, Hendrix Lapierre and Pierre-Luc Dubois.
And as the Capitals adjust to their temporary reality, a world without the player so durable that he coined the phrase "Russian machine never breaks," their approach to filling the vast gap left by Ovechkin is a simple one -- though it won't be easy.
"As long as I've been here, it seems like he's in every night," Wilson said. "Obviously extremely durable. It'll be weird not having him around, but at the end of the day, it's a team game. We're deep this year, and hopefully everybody can step up and just pick up a little bit of the slack."
Added Carbery: "The challenge to the group is no matter what way we go, it's about the X's and O's and how we play and the structure and that, but it's also helping each other. With us having some lineup changes, it means that you've got to do more than your part to get on the same page with new linemates."
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Jeremy Chinn, a pending free agent, has given Commanders plenty to ponder
Versatile and aggressive, Chinn has become a force in the Commanders' secondary -- no matter where he lines up.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-11-21

Commanders safety Jeremy Chinn intercepted Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson in the third quarter of Washington's Week 10 loss. (Amber Searls/Imagn Images) 


One of the signature Jeremy Chinn plays drew little attention on the stat sheet. It was a run-of-the-mill first down for the Philadelphia Eagles in the first quarter Thursday night when Chinn, who began the play at the line of scrimmage, took a chip block from receiver Johnny Wilson before turning to cover an out route by Dallas Goedert, a tight end with two inches and 36 pounds on the Washington Commanders safety.
No problem.
Chinn bear-hugged Goedert and drove him back nearly eight yards for a gain of only two. The Eagles' drive fizzled three plays later, and the Commanders responded with a touchdown.
"One of the things I've been most impressed by [Chinn] is his ability to tackle," Commanders Coach Dan Quinn said Wednesday. "And in our game, you know the importance of that. ... That and the ability to play man-to-man on a tight end with his size and length -- those are two things. Him being down on the line of scrimmage has really shown up for us."
Chinn, who spent his first four seasons with the Carolina Panthers, signed a one-year deal with the Commanders in March on the premise that he could be used in multiple spots but was especially valuable for his blitzing and aggressive playing style. In short, he fit Quinn's defensive mold.
But over the past few games, Chinn has become more than just another piece of the defense. He has been everywhere, making game-altering plays and tone-setting tackles to give Washington plenty to ponder before he becomes a free agent in March.
According to Pro Football Focus, roughly 8 percent of Chinn's defensive snaps have been on the line. Approximately 42 percent have been in the box, 20 percent in the slot and nearly 30 percent at free safety. He even has taken seven snaps at cornerback.
"It's probably the last three or four weeks where he started to really come out vocally and say, 'Hey, this is my secondary, and you guys have to follow me,'" defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. said before the Commanders' loss to Pittsburgh. Chinn had his first interception in that defeat, adding to his two fumble recoveries, one forced fumble and 80 total tackles (three for a loss). He has notched 13 tackles in each of the past three games.
His communication on the back end has lifted those around him, but his emphasis on the basics has stood out most.
"It's something I take a lot of pride in, my play style and how I play this game, how I've always played this game," Chinn said. "Just my physical presence, I always want it to be felt on the football field."
The Commanders' "mini-bye" following their Thursday night loss was needed for many on the roster who are dealing with nagging injuries.
For quarterback Jayden Daniels, who suffered a rib injury in Week 7 against the Carolina Panthers, it offered a physical and mental reset.
His drop in play over the past two weeks led to speculation about his health and whether he has been physically capable of playing the way he did earlier in the season, when he took the league by storm.
Quinn insisted Monday during a conference call with reporters that Daniels is not injured "right now" but said the rib injury cost the rookie practice time in the weeks prior.
Daniels had just one practice, as a limited participant, before facing the Chicago Bears in Week 8. The following week, ahead of the Commanders' win over the New York Giants, Daniels was a limited participant for two days and a full participant for one.
He was not on the injury report ahead of the team's loss to the Steelers or in the short week before facing the Eagles. But practices that week were lighter to account for the quick turnaround.
"I'll just say practice is very important, especially in our sport," Daniels said Wednesday. "You practice more than you play, so the constant chase to get better and grow, that comes with practice reps."
Asked whether those reps affected his play in Philadelphia, Daniels insinuated the limited practice time played a role.
"Yeah, I think we just weren't clicking all cylinders," he said. "I think that goes back with practice, practicing hard, and you can't replace practice reps. ... So I'm with [Quinn] -- those practice reps are very valuable."
Quinn said cornerback Marshon Lattimore, who has yet to practice since arriving ahead of the trade deadline, could soon see the field. Quinn said that Lattimore would work on the side field -- he was merely an observer during the early media-viewing portion of Wednesday's practice -- and that the team would have a better sense of his status Thursday.
Kicker Austin Seibert returned to practice, albeit on a limited basis, after missing two games with a hip injury.
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When Roki Sasaki hits the MLB market, every team can make a credible bid
The promising Japanese pitcher will be part of next year's international amateur class. Here's what that means for his future.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-11-21

FILE- Japan's Roki Sasaki delivers a pitch during the first inning of a World Baseball Classic game against Mexico, Monday, March 20, 2023, in Miami. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)


Roki Sasaki, the Japanese pitching prodigy heading to Major League Baseball this winter, will sign as a member of next year's international amateur class, not this year's, Commissioner Rob Manfred said Wednesday.
The timing will have a significant impact on Sasaki's MLB future: International signing periods run from Jan. 15 to Dec. 15 annually, so most teams have committed their signing bonus allotments for this year to other international free agents. By waiting, Sasaki, 23, ensures not only that any team bidding for him could offer its entire signing bonus pool, but also that all 30 teams can make credible bids.
As a result, Sasaki could have 30 teams making comparable financial pitches, and the usual big-market suitors will not necessarily be the ones with the most money to offer -- because teams that exceed the luxury tax threshold and sign free agents who received qualifying offers have money deducted from the next year's pool.
According to Baseball America, the teams who will enter 2025 with the maximum $7.55 million in their bonus pools are the Cincinnati Reds, Detroit Tigers, Miami Marlins, Milwaukee Brewers, Minnesota Twins, Athletics, Seattle Mariners, and Tampa Bay Rays. The next tier, at $6.9 million, includes a few smaller market teams who could use an inexpensive ace, such as the Baltimore Orioles and Cleveland Guardians.
MLB rules allow teams to trade for up to half of their allotted pool, meaning even the teams with the smallest pools -- the Los Angeles Dodgers and San Francisco Giants at $5.1 million -- could offer more than that $7.55 million. But exactly how much of Sasaki's decision will be dictated by money, rather than organizational fit for a high-ceiling, still-developing starter, remains to be seen.
So far, nothing about this decision, at least in the present moment, seems to be dictated by money. By pushing the Chiba Lotte Marines to post him long before his 25th birthday, Sasaki ensured he would not be able to sign a massive free agent deal like his former Nippon Professional Baseball colleague Yoshinobu Yamamoto got from the Los Angeles Dodgers last offseason.
Then again, signing with a big-market team now could afford the possibility of a more lucrative extension later. While MLB rules prohibit negotiating extensions with international amateurs before they sign their first deal, they cannot punish a player for planning.
Sasaki's agent, Wasserman's Joel Wolfe, represents several Japanese pitchers who found their way to major markets, though all of them were posted when they could sign full-fledged free agent deals. Still, Wolfe's clientele could offer some insight into where Sasaki's eyes might turn.
For example, Wolfe represents Yu Darvish, now a staple in San Diego, who has become a first stop for advice for pitchers heading stateside. The Padres' president of baseball operations, A.J. Preller, has been as aggressive in scouting and courting Japanese players as anyone. Wolfe represented Mets starter Kodai Senga when he came stateside and headed to New York, and Yamamoto, who earned $325 million from the Dodgers.
For all the theoretical parity Sasaki's posting could offer, the long-standing elephant in this room has been the Dodgers. In fact, Manfred's answer about when the righty would sign came in response to a question about the money the Dodgers had remaining in their bonus pool and long-standing speculation that the Dodgers already knew they would be Sasaki's choice.
Dodgers President of Baseball Operations Andrew Friedman's scouting trips in recent years did not exactly tamp down the rumors, which were amplified when the Dodgers saved just more than $2 million of their 2024 international signing bonus pool, according to Baseball America -- or roughly the bonus Shohei Ohtani signed for when he came stateside in 2017.
But MLB teams are not allowed to negotiate with international amateurs before they are officially posted. Though teams are known to flaunt the rule to make verbal agreements with Latin American teenagers, the league has kept a much closer eye on its franchises' dealings with Japanese stars.
Manfred told reporters, "If there's any reason to believe that there was a violation of one of our rules, you can rest assured that we will thoroughly investigate and try to get to the bottom of it." And Wolfe dismissed the allegations as "poor sportsmanship" in an interview with the Athletic.
Still, a little added scrutiny from Dodgers' competitors is not exactly surprising. Last year, Los Angeles seemed to be able to spend at will -- and generated tons of added advertising revenue thanks to Ohtani -- and went on to win the World Series. So the idea of the rare affordable ace heading to a deep-pocketed free-spender understandably irked more frugal franchises.
And indeed, Sasaki's presence on the market does offer a unique opportunity to teams searching for a top-end starter but unwilling to pay top-end prices. As things stand, Blake Snell, Corbin Burnes, and Max Fried represent the top available starters. All of them likely will pursue long-term deals, and with several big-market teams in need of starters, they seem likely to get them.
But Sasaki offers something no free agent can: Six years of control at an affordable price, barring a negotiated extension. He also offers uncertainty. Yamamoto, one of Japan's more accomplished starters in a generation when he jumped to MLB, struggled to find stability in his first season. Sasaki, in contrast, has yet to pitch through a full season in NPB, and he has not earned nearly the accolades or postseason experience of Yamamoto. Planning on him as an immediate ace or Game 1 starter -- or even someone who can pitch every five days right away -- might be asking more than he realistically can offer.
As a result, teams with starting pitching depth and the ability to lean on more proven starters while Sasaki finds his way might provide a better present and long-term fit. Unfortunately for the rest of baseball, the Dodgers are among the teams that fit that mold. Still, a low-cost 22-year-old with a 100-mile-per-hour fastball and the secondary stuff to match is a fit for everyone. And now it seems that everyone will have the chance to chase him.
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In a blink, hockey went from marveling at Alex Ovechkin to missing him
Alex Ovechkin was barreling in on Wayne Gretzky's NHL goals record. Now we don't know what to expect.
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-11-20

Alex Ovechkin was on a tear before he went down with the most serious injury of his NHL career. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


This is dizzying, going from "You've got to be kidding me; Alex Ovechkin is leading the NHL in goals at 39" to the previously unheard-of "Alex Ovechkin is on injured reserve with a lower leg injury." He scored five goals in two days to grab the hockey world by the throat. He went down after a leg-to-leg hit Monday night in Utah and could not skate thereafter. Feels like one of those pucks from the left faceoff circle -- the howitzers Ovechkin has used to make heads spin for two decades -- just whizzed by. This is whiplash.
Ovechkin's injury -- about which we don't know specifics and therefore don't know a timetable for his return -- is also flat jarring. He is famously unbreakable. For the first time in his career, he is broken. In his 20th season, he was on an absolute heater -- 13 goals in 11 games to take the league lead. In his 20th season, he is now dealing with the most significant injury of his career.
He is not lost for the season. But a Washington Capitals team that woke up Wednesday unexpectedly sitting atop the Metropolitan Division now must deal with a situation it has never known: finding its way without Ovechkin for weeks, at least.
Marvel at him one minute. Miss him -- and miss him dearly -- the next.
"I mean, he's our captain," forward Tom Wilson said. "He leads the way every night and has been a superstar that carries the load for so many years that, when he's out, we got to make sure we're playing to the standard that he would appreciate."
That standard, early this season, was being reset. For the greatest goal scorer in history (yeah, I know, that's a debatable take but a defensible one), that's both mind-blowing and true. Ovechkin's 15-goals-in-the-first-18-games barrage was a driving force behind the revamped Capitals' surge -- a surge that just concluded with a three-game, four-day trip out west that somehow yielded convincing wins against Colorado, Vegas and Utah.
So Ovechkin's absence is about how these Capitals compensate and keep pressing forward in an enormously promising season. That's important for Washington as a city, for the Capitals as a team. What's important for the sport: How does this affect his pursuit of Wayne Gretzky's NHL goals record?
That conversation, to this point, has already flip-flopped. Entering the season, he needed 42 goals to pass Gretzky's 894. The thinking here: "People his age don't score 42 goals in a season. Wait till next year -- if you're lucky."
By Monday night, when he ripped in his 15th of the season to get on a -- blink your eyes clear for this one -- 68-goal pace, it was fair to start looking at the calendar and wondering when to buy tickets to see No. 895. (For the record: At that pace, which we would label as absolutely unsustainable if we were talking about someone other than Alex Ovechkin, he would have passed Gretzky in or around the Caps' 51st game -- Jan. 30 at Ottawa.)
Now? Well, we don't know. Coach Spencer Carbery was clear at Wednesday's practice that the injury is not season-ending. The vibe among players was that it's a bummer -- a major bummer -- but a temporary one.
"He'll be back," said defenseman John Carlson, Ovechkin's teammate for 16 seasons. "All we can hope for is that it's quick and he's healthy as you can get."
By this point, we should have all moved past doubting Ovechkin. I first made that mistake in the spring of 2017, after another second-round playoff flameout against Pittsburgh that felt like a kneecap to the Caps and their captain. Ovechkin's response: a league-leading 49 goals in 2017-18, the Stanley Freaking Cup and 148 goals over the next three seasons, even though the last was truncated by the coronavirus pandemic.
It was easy, too, to write off Gretzky's record as unreachable as recently as a year ago, when Ovechkin had just eight goals through 43 games. His response: 23 goals the rest of the way to pull No. 99 back into his sights.
So consider the following not an overriding doubt but a reality check: Whatever the ailment, it's almost certain Ovechkin has never had to overcome an injury of this magnitude. And whatever the ailment, healing is easier at 29 than 39.
Ovechkin's durability is legendary. In 15 of his 19 seasons to this point, he has missed four or fewer games. Suddenly, he'll be out at least that many -- and probably more.
That has an effect on tactics, sure. But it has an emotional impact, too.
"Energy levels, enthusiasm, communication -- all the stuff goes into what you're talking about," Carbery said. "So that goes back to: I think we all need to do more in those departments. Because you're right: He does bring a lot of infectious energy, positivity -- on the road when you feel like you can't muster up something, when you feel like, 'Geez, my legs are really heavy today.' He helps in that department -- bring you up and bring you into the fight and drag you into a game where you might not have your best."
That's a lot to lose on the ice. That's a lot to lose in the dressing room. That's a lot to lose -- for hockey.
For 17 games and two periods, Alex Ovechkin was the best story in his sport. With one collision, that changed. The pursuit of Gretzky is on hold. Can he get still get to 895 goals? Sure. But if there was something that would move us from the certainty of "When will he do it?" to the murkiness of "Can he do it?" -- it just happened. Doubt him at your own peril. But fingers crossed that weeks don't become months.
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Trinity Rodman has learned how to fail. She's better for it.
The Washington Spirit star and U.S. soccer standout learned from her setbacks on her way back to the NWSL title game.
By Thomas Floyd | 2024-11-21

After winning an Olympic gold medal with the United States this past summer, Trinity Rodman is seeking an NWSL title with the Washington Spirit. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


Most fans of the U.S. women's national soccer team swiftly forgot the 105 minutes that preceded the extra time winner that sent the Americans to the Paris Olympic semifinals this past summer. But the author of that instantly immortalized moment sure hasn't.
"I was playing horrible," Trinity Rodman recalled. "I was turning over things that I would never turn over. My dribbles were so bad. My shots were horrible."
Until one very much wasn't. As Crystal Dunn pinged a switch to Rodman on the right flank, the forward corralled the ball, cut inside and curled home a left-footed strike for the only goal of the United States' 1-0 win over Japan at the Parc des Princes. The pace to get behind the back line, the skill to shake her defender, the audacity to take aim at goal, the technical prowess to finish with her weaker foot -- it was as if every trait that makes the 22-year-old one of soccer's most tantalizing talents was synthesized into a single five-second sequence.
"That is going to be embedded and ingrained in the Olympics and the U.S. women's national team for a long time," Rodman said. "So I don't dwell on bad performances and bad games anymore, because it just takes one moment."
For Rodman, those moments are happening quickly now. Since her World Cup debut ended in disappointment 15 months ago, the rising star has accelerated her ascent. This past summer, she started every match and notched three goals as a new-look U.S. squad won Olympic gold. On the club level, the MVP finalist has powered the resurgent Washington Spirit to the NWSL championship game against the Orlando Pride on Saturday night in Kansas City, Missouri. At last month's Ballon d'Or ceremony, she finished ninth in the voting for women's world player of the year.
"Seeing her next to these football greats, you get the sense she will win that award one day," Spirit captain Aubrey Kingsbury said. "It's incredible to think that she's not even anywhere near her ceiling."

"Believe it or not, when she first came in she was kind of a little shy," Spirit forward Ashley Hatch, left, said of Rodman as a rookie. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


Rodman entered the NWSL carrying outsize expectations. A U.S. youth national team standout, she became the youngest draft pick in league history when she went No. 2 to the Spirit in 2021. Her notable surname -- she's the daughter of NBA Hall of Famer Dennis Rodman -- came with its own weight. As the Southern California native made herself at home in Washington, her vibrant persona quickly matched her burgeoning on-the-field influence.
"Believe it or not, when she first came in, she was kind of a little shy," Spirit forward Ashley Hatch said. "But I think as soon as she started feeling comfortable, she started showing her true personality and being herself, which is just a fun, goofy, funny person. I feel like that's a person that every locker room needs."
From the outside, Rodman seemed to enjoy a steady rise. After earning rookie of the year honors and helping the Spirit claim its first NWSL title, Rodman made her U.S. national team debut in February 2022. She became an instant fixture of then-coach Vlatko Andonovski's rosters and ultimately earned a spot on the 23-player squad for the World Cup in Australia and New Zealand -- as the team's second-youngest player, no less. When Mallory Swanson's knee injury left a sizable front-line void, Rodman scored twice in the send-off match against Wales to seize that spot and get the start for three of four World Cup contests.
But Rodman cringes when watching tape from the early days of her international career. Hesitant, nervous, uncertain -- all manner of adjectives one would scarcely associate with Rodman seemed to be rattling around her head.
"Even now I watch it and I'm like, 'Who was that player?'" Rodman said. "I don't even really recognize the way that I was playing. All I was thinking about was, 'Oh, I don't want to be the first sub out.' Every single time there'd be a sub coming in the 60th minute, I was like, 'Oh my gosh, it's me.'"

Rodman started three of four matches for the United States at the 2023 World Cup. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Although many saw Rodman's lively performances as a bright spot during the Americans' otherwise ignominious World Cup run -- the round of 16 exit was the worst in program history by a long shot -- her scoreless tournament and fringe starter status left her unmoored.
"I didn't really know where I stood with Vlatko at the time," Rodman said, "so it was just a lot of confusion in my head and a lack of confidence." Still, she added, "I would never take back the World Cup experience, even though it wasn't the best, because it really did help me grow as a player mentally."
In retrospect, that summer represented a passing of the torch as the likes of Rodman, Naomi Girma and Sophia Smith shared a major tournament with two-time World Cup winners Alex Morgan, Megan Rapinoe, Julie Ertz and Kelley O'Hara -- all of whom have since retired.
Asked what she gleaned from that overlap, Rodman mentioned those stars' penchant for taking the good and the bad in stride. Back when Rodman would see every off-day on the practice field as a surefire sign she'd be benched, it was Rapinoe who put such failure in perspective.
"She was always just so good at reassuring me that these bad days are going to make you great," Rodman said, "and that having them in training sessions is so much better than having them in games."
By the time the Paris Games arrived this past summer, U.S. coach Emma Hayes, who succeeded Andonovski, had phased out the old guard and cleared the way for the next generation to leave its mark.
Done finding her footing, Rodman became one of the faces of the U.S. program over 17 whirlwind days in France. Her dazzling footwork -- the "Trin Spin" and beyond -- made her play as entrancing as it was efficient. Supporters quickly embraced the "Triple Espresso" moniker coined for the dynamic front line of Rodman, Smith and Swanson. Sporting bubblegum pink braids, she paired her flashier side with underrated defensive prowess, off-the-ball movement and locker room presence.
"People talk about the stuff Trinity does on the ball all the time, but we should be talking more about what she does off the ball," Hayes said during the Olympics. "They're the things I'm impressed with, the top pro she is."

Rodman and the U.S. team defeated Brazil in the Olympic gold medal match this past summer in Paris. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


Rodman's poise and personality came through during a recent interview after training at the Spirit's Leesburg facility. She slyly grinned at talk of her cascading accolades one moment and candidly broke down her past insecurities the next. At one point, Rodman delivered a four-minute answer that ran the gamut from soul-searching introspection to giggling self-deprecation. (One example: "People love playing with me in FIFA, which is cool, but sometimes I feel like I'm better in the video game than I am in real life. It's kind of depressing.") Taking stock of her growth this year, she fixated on the pros and cons of unleashing that sillier side.
"I think there was a lot of fear for me of just wanting to be great all the time, and so much expectation of being a younger player: 'She has so much potential. She has to do so good,'" Rodman explained. "I've just learned when to show the feistiness, when to not, when to be goofy, when to not. When I'm, I don't know, characterized as the fun, loud, goofy person, I think you kind of get lost in, 'Who is Trinity Rodman?' So I feel like this year I really found myself on the field."
In doing so, Rodman has further made a name for herself independent of her famous father, who didn't play a significant role in her upbringing. Nowadays, the support system that did shape her is all the closer: Her mother, Michelle, is a regular at Spirit games -- look for the one at Audi Field sporting the "Rodman's mom" cap -- and her brother, DJ, recently joined the D.C.-based Capital City Go-Go of the NBA G League.
"Family means a lot to her, and I think just with her unique circumstances growing up, she's had to bear so much responsibility at such a young age," said Kingsbury, Rodman's World Cup teammate. "She's had immense pressure on her for so long, and I think she's come out even better for that."

Rodman finished ninth the voting for the Ballon d'Or, awarded the world player of the year. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


For all of her youthful flair, Rodman is something of an old soul. Glance at her resume -- 99 games, 29 goals and an NWSL title with the Spirit; 46 caps, 10 goals and an Olympic gold medal with the national team -- and one could easily forget that the fourth-year pro is still younger than Croix Bethune, Hal Hershfelt and every other member of Washington's decorated rookie class.
"We see how she has begun to emerge as a mentor," NWSL Commissioner Jessica Berman said. "Of course, she still has an incredible amount of growth ahead of her in her career, but it's really been fun to watch her evolve as a human."
Among this year's 30 Ballon d'Or finalists, only two were younger than Rodman. While the best soccer player alive is a weighty title to strive toward, all signs point to Rodman entrenching herself in that conversation for years to come.
"One of the biggest things when you get an important success is how you can maintain that and even improve it," said Spirit Coach Jonatan Giraldez, who managed the top three finishers for the Ballon d'Or -- Salma Paralluelo, Caroline Graham Hansen and winner Aitana Bonmati -- at Barcelona. "She's very, very fast, she's very aggressive, but we need to create these consistencies in attacking to believe, really, that she can score goals every single game."
As Rodman knows, a forward's existence features exponentially more failures -- shots that miss the mark, through balls that don't connect, take-ons that fizzle out -- than successes. Looking back a couple of years, Rodman sees a player undercut by apprehension.
Going forward? Expect no shortage of risks.
"I think I just want to keep failing," Rodman said. "It's the weirdest thing to say, but in these four years of being pro, I've learned that failing is honestly such a beautiful thing."

"I feel like this year I really found myself on the field," Rodman said. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)
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U-Conn.'s Geno Auriemma sets all-time wins record and shares the love
The legendary coach now stands alone atop the all-time wins list -- men's or women's -- with 1,217. Many of his former players returned to share the moment with him.
By Dave Sheinin | 2024-11-21

Geno Auriemma and associate head coach Chris Dailey, his longtime aide-de-camp, were honored by the university before Wednesday's game. "The whole lure of getting her to come here was that it was going to be a shared endeavor," Auriemma said. (Jessica Hill/AP)


STORRS, Conn. -- Geno Auriemma has been swashbuckling onto basketball courts in this far-flung town for four decades now, but never had he been greeted with a scene like the one Wednesday night at Gampel Pavilion, and all of a sudden he seemed unsure whether he wanted all the hoopla.
The standing ovation from a capacity crowd began the instant he emerged from the south tunnel, chest out, game face on, dressed in all black. He stood at center court as a video of highlights from his unparalleled career as the Connecticut women's basketball coach played on the video screen but barely smiled or flinched.
There were nights in the early days of the mid-1980s when Auriemma would stroll onto U-Conn.'s court not knowing if there would be anyone in the stands at all. Now, he has to take it upon himself to get 10,000-some-odd people to take their seats and quiet down so he could coach the damn game.
But this wasn't just any game. An 85-41 win over Fairleigh Dickinson on Wednesday night was the 1,217th of Auriemma's career and made him the winningest coach in the history of college basketball, men's or women's. Everything about it screamed history. It was a game that had its own commemorative logo, printed on tickets and on red T-shirts left at every seat, and its own social media hashtag.
Only when it was over and the record was secured did Auriemma, 70, embrace the moment. He had spent the game itself pacing the sideline, barking at the refs, turning away in disgust at U-Conn. turnovers. But during a tasteful postgame ceremony full of gifts, short speeches and one questionable stunt -- a live goat escorted down a red carpet to meet Auriemma -- he cracked jokes and melted hearts, sometimes in the same sentence.

Geno Auriemma was presented with a goat after becoming the NCAA all-time basketball wins leader. (Joe Buglewicz/Getty Images)


"When this is all over," Auriemma told an arena full of former players and late-staying fans, "I'll remember each and every one of the players I've coached. I'll remember them when they were 17, and the look in their eyes [saying], 'Coach, can you help me do this?'... Now, looking back 40 years later, I don't know how much I helped them get what they wanted, but they helped me get what I wanted."
The roster of returning players on hand read like a Who's Who of the program, which meant it also read like a Who's Who of women's basketball history: Rebecca Lobo, Sue Bird, Diana Taurasi and Maya Moore headed a list of more than 60 former Huskies -- many of whom were responsible for the unprecedented 11 national championships under Auriemma that helped define the program -- who made their way back to Storrs eight days before Thanksgiving to see their patriarch make history.
"I don't know where I'd be," Moore said, looking in Auriemma's direction, "if I didn't have a chance to be shaped in my young adulthood by you."
"Just let it marinate for a second," Lobo said, addressing the crowd directly, "that this is something that has never been done before and will never be done by another program or coaching staff again."
Auriemma and Stanford's Tara VanDerveer had been running neck and neck for the wins record since both passed Tennessee's Pat Summitt at the top of the list in 2020-21, and Auriemma always assumed he would retire first, ceding her the record. But then VanDerveer, 71, unexpectedly announced her retirement at the end of last season, departing with 1,216 wins to Auriemma's 1,213. (Mike Krzyzewski, who retired from Duke in 2022, is the winningest men's coach of all time with 1,202 victories.)
Auriemma's proximity to VanDerveer's mark at the start of the season made it feasible to plot out a celebration: Barring an early-season upset, he would notch the record-breaking win Wednesday night at home against Fairleigh Dickinson, just before the Huskies left for a Thanksgiving-week tournament in the Bahamas.
But when a plan was presented to Auriemma, rather than making the night in question all about himself and the record, he proposed something else: to turn the night into a celebration of his four-decade partnership with Chris Dailey, his longtime associate head coach, and their 40 seasons together at U-Conn.
"The whole lure of getting her to come here was that it was going to be a shared endeavor," Auriemma explained. "It was not going to be, 'You come work for me, and you're going to help me do this.' It was always a shared experience."
Auriemma can be full of bluster and bravado, to the point that Dailey, upon meeting him for the first time more than four decades ago, recalled thinking he was "someone who thought very highly of himself." But he also can be extraordinarily thoughtful, to the point that Dailey, when asked about Auriemma's spotlight-sharing gesture, nearly choked up before responding in a near-whisper.
"I don't know of any other head coach who would be as willing to share the limelight as he is," Dailey, 65, said Tuesday. "I just think it says everything about him. To share this with him in this way is really special."
On the day in the summer of 1985 when he showed up for his first day of work in Storrs, Auriemma, who was 31 at the time, had yet to see U-Conn.'s basketball facilities -- his bosses had kept him away from them during his job interview, fearing their decrepit state would lead him to turn down their offer.
"Don't get me wrong -- it was worse than I thought when I got here," he recalled. "But I knew what I was getting into."
The one-room basketball office had a single, black rotary telephone on a line shared with the men's track and field program. When Auriemma went to make a call -- there was no secretary or administrative assistant -- he had to first make sure someone else wasn't on the line. The team locker room, such as it was, was shared at various times on the calendar with men's soccer, softball and visiting teams playing against the men's basketball squad.
Auriemma's annual salary in those days was around $30,000 (about 1/100th of his current salary of just under $3 million), and the job duties also included teaching gym to non-athletes. No one kept attendance figures at the musty, old Field House, U-Conn.'s home until 1990, but the numbers were so low that Auriemma forced his gym students to attend games so the place wouldn't be empty.
"In the beginning," Dailey said, "all we really had was our vision and each other."
Auriemma may have projected the confidence of a visionary in those early days, but inside he was questioning his own sanity in taking his family from Charlottesville to Storrs -- a speck on the map of eastern Connecticut that first-time visitors still have trouble believing is home to one of the greatest dynasties in sports. Auriemma recalled an evening stroll with his wife, Kathy, in August 1985, a few months before his first game at the helm of the Huskies, and asking her, "What are we doing here?"
"It's a good thing I didn't dwell on that, because that's when it dawned on me this is going to be very daunting," he recalled. "This is going to be really, really hard, and there's not a whole lot of people who were going to be stepping up to help you."
That first season, the Huskies started 7-0 but crashed to a 12-15 record, still the only losing season of Auriemma's career. By his fourth year, they were an NCAA tournament entrant, and by the sixth they were in the Final Four alongside blue bloods Tennessee, Stanford and Virginia.
That Final Four appearance, his first of 23, helped Auriemma land arguably the most impactful recruit in program history -- Lobo, a 6-foot-4 center out of nearby Southwick, Massachusetts. Lobo's senior season, the 10th for Auriemma, brought U-Conn. its first of 11 national titles and its first of six undefeated seasons. Four of the national titles, from 2012-13 to 2015-16, were consecutive, a feat unlikely to be equaled anytime soon.

Geno Auriemma signed a contract extension in June to keep him in Connecticut. (Joe Buglewicz/Getty Images)


The past few years have exacted a particularly brutal toll on Auriemma, less so because of what has happened on the court than off it. His mother, Marciella, with whom he came over by ship from their native Montella, Italy, in 1961, died in December 2022. Shortly after, a confluence of grief, exhaustion and flu-like symptoms forced Auriemma to take a short leave from the team.
"I can't tell you how many times during these last three or four years, [there was] the urge to wake up in the morning and just go, 'I'm not doing this anymore,'" he said this week. "It was like a never-ending drip of bad news. I started to think, 'Maybe it was an omen: It's time to go.' I had those moments a lot. ... I had a conversation with my staff at one time where I said, 'You guys are going to have to do this, because I'm not doing this -- I can't.' And I was back the next day."
He has hinted that he may have retired at the end of last season had all-American guard Paige Bueckers, the heir to the long line of Huskies royalty, opted to jump to the WNBA. Instead, Bueckers decided to return to U-Conn. for her senior season -- "I'd trust him with my life," she said of her coach -- and Auriemma decided to stick around, signing a contract extension in June worth a reported $18.7 million through 2029. If he stays through the end of it, he would be 75.
"Whatever the pull is, it's still there," Auriemma said Tuesday. "I get to do something that's incredibly enjoyable, even in these times, with the way things are. And I do know the minute I walk away I'll be the happiest guy in the world, because I won't have to worry. I won't have to figure out a new way to do anything. I can just turn my brain off, as far as basketball is concerned."
As Auriemma spoke, he occasionally raised one or the other hand to his face, revealing on one wrist what appeared to be a very expensive watch, and on the other a pair of beaded bracelets like the kind that might have been crafted by an adoring grandchild. Directly behind him, covering almost an entire wall in the lobby of the team's practice facility, was a giant picture of a younger Auriemma, his hair thicker and his torso thinner, celebrating another national championship, confetti falling all around him.
"In the meantime, as long as I'm here and I walk in this building and I see the players here and I see the people who work in my little world and how we all kind of motivate each other," he said, "there's no other place I'd rather be."
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College football coaching carousel: Central Michigan's Jim McElwain to retire
A look at the college football programs searching for new head coaches.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-11-21
The college football coaching carousel is in full swing. Here's the running tally of programs that are looking for a new leader.
Central Michigan announced Wednesday that Jim McElwain will retire at the end of the 2024 season. McElwain, 62, has gone 33-35 in his six seasons at the Mid-American Conference school, the highlight being a 9-4 campaign and Sun Bowl victory in 2021. McElwain reportedly is involved in the NCAA's investigation into how former Michigan staffer Connor Stalions ended up on the Chippewas' sideline during a 2023 game against Michigan State, though it's been reported that the probe had nothing to do with McElwain's retirement.
McElwain also coached for three seasons at Colorado State and three at Florida, going 44-28 with those two programs.
Tom Herman did not even make it to the end of his second season leading the Owls; the school fired him Monday after he compiled a 6-16 record. Herman once was seen as one of the fastest-rising coaching stars in college football, but he has yet to regain his footing after his middling four-year tenure as Texas's coach from 2017 to 2020 and now two substandard seasons with FAU.
Special teams coordinator Chad Lunsford will be the Owls' interim coach for the rest of the season.
Like Herman, Biff Poggi didn't last two seasons with the 49ers. And like Herman, he was fired Monday after going 6-16. Charlotte (3-7) has lost four games by at least 30 points this season, and it has dropped four in a row since a victory over East Carolina on Oct. 5.
Poggi, a former coach at Gilman School and St. Frances Academy in Baltimore who spent two seasons as associate head coach at Michigan, went 6-16 with the 49ers. Associate head coach Tim Brewster will fill in as the interim coach for the final two games.
U-Mass. announced Monday that it was firing Don Brown after nearly three seasons and a 6-28 record. It was Brown's second tenure in Amherst after leading the Minutemen to a 43-19 record from 2004 to 2008, when the team still competed at the Football Championship Subdivision level. U-Mass. returns to the Mid-American Conference next season after spending all of Brown's tenure as an independent.
Offensive coordinator Shane Montgomery will be the interim coach for the rest of the season.
Temple fired Stan Drayton on Sunday, one day after the Owls defeated Florida Atlantic, 18-15, for their third win. Drayton, one of only 16 Black head coaches in the Football Bowl Subdivision, went 9-25 in nearly three seasons at the Philadelphia school.
Defensive coordinator Everett Withers will serve as the Owls' interim coach.
Ball State fired Mike Neu on Saturday before the end of his ninth season with the program. In 2020, Neu led the Cardinals to their first Mid-American Conference title in 24 years, the only bowl victory in program history and just their second national ranking ever, but Ball State has gone only 12-22 in the three seasons since, including 3-7 this season.
Offensive line coach Colin Johnson will coach the Cardinals for their final two games of the season.
Brian Bohannon, the only coach the Owls had known since the program's inception in 2015, parted ways with Kennesaw State on Nov. 10, though there was some confusion about whether he resigned (per the school) or was fired (per Bohannon himself). Playing their first season as an FBS program, the Owls went 1-8 this year under Bohannon, who had led them to four NCAA tournament appearances during their time as an FCS program and compiled a 72-38 record.
Co-offensive coordinator Chandler Burks will be Kennesaw State's interim coach for the rest of the season.
Rice fired Mike Bloomgren on Oct. 27, one day after the Owls fell to 2-6 with a loss to Connecticut. Bloomgren went 24-52 in six-plus seasons at the Houston school and had led the Owls to bowl games in each of the past two seasons, though neither ended with Rice having a winning record. (The Owls last finished above .500 in 2014.)
Associate head coach Pete Alamar will coach Rice for the rest of the season.
Odd fact: Every coach of an FBS team nicknamed the Owls has been fired already this season.
Southern Miss fired Will Hall on Oct. 20 after the Golden Eagles started the season 1-6. Hall went 14-30 in three-plus seasons in Hattiesburg, with one winning record and a bowl-game victory in 2022.
Assistant head coach Reed Stringer is the team's interim coach.
East Carolina fired Mike Houston on Oct. 20 even though the Pirates were 3-4 and still in contention for a bowl game. (They have since won three straight to become bowl eligible under interim coach and former defensive coordinator Blake Harrell.) Houston spent nearly six seasons as East Carolina's coach and went 15-10 in 2021 and 2022, but the Pirates had gone just 5-14 since then.
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Maryland's Tai Felton is a shining light in an otherwise dreary season
The senior wide receiver has set a program record for receptions even as the Terrapins limp toward the finish line.
By Gene Wang | 2024-11-21

Maryland wide receiver Tai Felton owns the school single-season record for catches, and the yardage mark is in his sights. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


Maryland wide receiver Tai Felton had just finished addressing reporters Tuesday afternoon in SECU Stadium when safety Dante Trader Jr., a fellow senior, stood up behind the press area, smiled broadly and clapped softly. The muted ovation was in deference to a close friend whose outsize achievements have provided some of the few highlights during a season of discontent.
The Terrapins (4-6, 1-6 Big Ten) are on the brink of failing to qualify for a bowl berth despite Felton's ascension that most recently featured setting the program's single-season record for receptions. He is also 200 yards from matching the school record for receiving yards in a season heading into Saturday afternoon's showdown with Iowa (6-4, 4-3) in Maryland's final home game.
The stakes for senior day are thus magnified, given the Terps need to win their final two games to extend their streak of bowl appearances to four. The turnaround would be dramatic following three straight losses and five in six games, each defeat by at least 14 points.
"I would say it's definitely a frustrating time because once again, if you asked us before the season [whether] this would be our record and this is where we'd be at this point in the season, we would look at you like you're crazy," Felton said. "But I feel like the team morale, we're all good. We're staying together. That's the big thing when kind of everyone around us [is] kind of being a little negative. We're looking at the sunshine and not really trying to be down."
Felton has done his part with 86 receptions for 1,040 yards and seven touchdowns. He leads all players from power conferences in catches and ranks second in yards. Felton has 175 more receiving yards and 18 more receptions than the next-closest players in the Big Ten.
He is the fourth player in Maryland history with at least 1,000 receiving yards in a season, helped by a torrid opening stretch. Felton began the year with at least 100 receiving yards in four straight games, becoming the first player in program history to do so.
"Tai has been one of my favorites, and he has been even before he had this breakout year," Coach Michael Locksley said. "I think Tai will attest over the years, next to his mom, who's a huge cheerleader, I've been probably his biggest cheerleader ... because I thought Tai had that in him probably more than he thought himself."
That Felton has reached such milestones with a quarterback, Billy Edwards Jr., who is in his first year as the full-time starter is gaining notice from NFL scouts. For the previous three seasons, Felton worked mostly with Taulia Tagovailoa, who ended his career as the Big Ten's all-time passing leader.
Felton also served as an understudy to Rakim Jarrett, Dontay Demus and Jeshaun Jones in his first three seasons. He not only learned about preparation and production from those former teammates, but he also would stay late at the football facility many nights, fine-tuning his mechanics by catching hundreds of tennis balls from a machine.
That dedication has Felton well on his way to joining the pantheon of all-time Terps luminaries at the position, including Torrey Smith, DJ Moore and Stefon Diggs, all of whom went on to become NFL standouts.
"The biggest jump for him is mentally," Trader said. "Just waiting his turn, and to now come to fruition of all the hard work that people didn't see, all the hours of me coming in and seeing him on the tennis ball machine, the extra JUGS [machine], the extra routes, saying, 'Hey, let's do one-on-ones, let's do this, let's get lifts, let's do everything in our power to lead and go out the right way' -- which he's doing -- I just want to give my brother flowers for all the things he's been able to accomplish."
In the age of the transfer portal, Felton drew interest from other schools after finishing with 48 catches for 723 yards and six touchdowns as a junior. The Ashburn native elected to stay at Maryland in large part because of the continued commitment from Locksley during what Felton's mother, Shannon, called a "dark" time in her son's high school career.
In 2019 as a junior at Stone Bridge, Felton tore his ACL in October, ending his season and causing suitors to back off their recruitment. Maryland continued its pursuit, and Felton committed a month later. The decision thrilled his mother, who had become an avid supporter of Locksley thanks to his discussions with the family about life after football.
"Here's what I respect about Tai, and this is why the relationship is so strong," Locksley said. "He remembered when he lost a bunch of people when he had his injury in high school, that a lot of people didn't stick with him. And to see young kids that have that type of loyalty and remember, 'You know what, you did have my back when nobody else did' -- and when he had a chance to leave because people saw his potential at the end of last year, he stuck it out. ...
"So that's where that relationship is really special for me, and I hope Tai's legacy lives like ... Torrey Smith and Stefon Diggs and Rakim Jarrett and all these greats that have played here over the years. He's one of those guys."
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College football best bets: Points may be scarce for Indiana and Ohio State
The Hoosiers and Buckeyes probably won't light up the scoreboard in Saturday's crucial Big Ten battle.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-11-21

Defensive lineman Mikail Kamara and his Indiana teammates could be in for a low-scoring game against Ohio State. (Trevor Ruszkowski/Imagn Images) 


Tennessee's defense let us down last weekend against Georgia, but otherwise it was another good week for this column. After a second consecutive 3-1 Saturday, we're back to an even-steven 24-24 for the year. Profitability is still in sight with two weeks left in the regular season.
This column will give out four college football picks per week: the game of the week, a favorite, an underdog and a wild card, which can be anything (another favorite or underdog in a game that might be flying under the radar or a total, for instance). Hopefully we'll all be in good shape by the time the clock hits zero at the national championship game in Atlanta on Jan. 20.
No. 5 Indiana at No. 2 Ohio State
Noon, Fox
The pick: Under 521/2 (FanDuel)
While both offenses have been extremely efficient, neither of these teams operates quickly, with Indiana ranking 95th nationally in seconds per play (27.3) and Ohio State ranking 111th (28.2). And when you have a matchup of ranked teams with a double-digit home favorite -- the Buckeyes are giving nearly two touchdowns -- scores tend to stay low: Since the start of the 2017 season, the under has gone 40-15 in such a scenario, including 9-4 this season and last. Add in two strong defenses (Ohio State is No. 4 in defensive success rate and No. 1 in points allowed per drive, and Indiana ranks ninth and seventh in those categories) plus the Buckeyes' continuing issues with injuries to their offensive line (starting center Seth McLaughlin suffered a season-ending Achilles' tear during practice this week; he's their third starter on the offensive line lost to injury), and you have the makings of a low-scoring affair.
James Madison at Appalachian State
2:30 p.m., ESPN Plus
The pick: James Madison -7 (DraftKings)
Two weeks ago, I gave out the Dukes as favorites against Georgia State, and they covered with ease. We're going back to the well here with JMU against another team with a wholly deficient defense. (The Mountaineers rank 125th in success rate allowed.) Appalachian State is 1-4 against teams that have a winning record; the victory was by two points over an East Carolina team that has since fired its coach, and the four losses came by an average of 28.8 points. The Dukes (8-2) labored to a 35-32 win at Old Dominion last weekend, but running backs George Pettaway and Wayne Knight and quarterback Alonza Barnett III combined to average 5.4 yards per carry and score three touchdowns against an Old Dominion rushing defense that ranks 21st in success rate allowed. Appalachian State is 132nd out of 134 Football Bowl Subdivision teams in that category. Take the Dukes.
No. 14 BYU at No. 21 Arizona State
3:30 p.m., ESPN
The pick: BYU +31/2 (FanDuel)
Normally, a spread like we're seeing here -- comparatively unheralded, two-loss home team as the favorite over the higher-ranked brand name -- would set off all sorts of alarms. Usually, I would see this as a sign that the bookmakers are trying to tell us something, namely that the unheralded favorite is the one to back and not the underdog getting a tantalizing number of points. But I'm not so sure Arizona State is the pick here. 
The Sun Devils have crept into the rankings after winning five of six, but their past two wins weren't exactly dominant. In a 35-31 home win over 4-6 Central Florida on Nov. 9, the Sun Devils won despite being outgained by 1.1 yards per play. And last weekend, Arizona State won at Kansas State by 10 even though it was again outgained in yards per play. Plus, the Wildcats repeatedly shot themselves in the foot: They drove to at least the Arizona State 27-yard line four times without points, with a fumble, an interception, a missed field goal and a turnover on downs. 
BYU's good drive rate -- defined as the percentage of a team's drives that result in a touchdown of 40-plus yards or a first down inside an opponent's 40-yard line -- is 57 percent, which ranks eighth in the country, and the Sun Devils' defense allows 3.75 points on such drives (No. 91 nationally). Arizona State is 5-1 in games decided by eight points or fewer, tied for the best record among Power Four teams, and at some point the bounces will not go its way. Give me the underdog.
Iowa at Maryland
Noon, Big Ten Network
The pick: Under 46 (DraftKings)
The forecast calls for wind gusts of 25 mph and higher in College Park, which shouldn't affect the Hawkeyes all that much because they run the ball 61.8 percent of the time, the fourth-highest rate in the nation and tops among programs that aren't service academies. But Iowa's offense simply looked better with Brendan Sullivan at quarterback, and now he is out for the season because of an ankle injury suffered last weekend against UCLA. That means Cade McNamara gets another shot after missing some time with a concussion, and he has just three touchdown passes against five interceptions vs. FBS opponents this year. 
The wind should affect a struggling Maryland offense that has scored 17 and 18 points in its past two games: The Terrapins throw the ball 59.7 percent of the time, which ranks No. 8 in the country, even though quarterback Billy Edwards Jr. has developed a penchant for throwing the ball to the other team, with four touchdown passes and seven interceptions over Maryland's current 1-4 skid. Only eight teams have more interceptions than Iowa's 14; with the wind blowing the ball all over the place, the Hawkeyes could add to that number. The breeze also will affect the kicking game, and Maryland's Jack Howes is 3 for 8 from 40-plus yards. Take the under.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/11/21/ohio-state-indiana-college-football-betting/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Georgetown bounces back and spreads the minutes vs. Mount St. Mary's
Jayden Epps scores 19 and Thomas Sorber adds 14 as the Hoyas regain their footing after getting thumped by Notre Dame over the weekend.
By Patrick Stevens | 2024-11-21

Thomas Sorber slams home two of his 14 points during Wednesday's win over Mount St. Mary's. (Charles Brock/Icon Sportswire/AP)


With a roster that's largely new and mostly untested at the college level, Georgetown didn't come close to passing its first serious test Saturday. It won't get another until Dec. 6 at West Virginia.
That makes a five-game stretch that began Wednesday night with a wire-to-wire 79-51 victory over Mount St. Mary's a distinct building phase for a team very much in need of growing up.
Under optimal conditions, none of these contests will define where Coach Ed Cooley's second season with the Hoyas will head. All are at home, all are against schools from one-bid leagues, all but one are against a sub-.500 team from a year ago, and all have the potential to help Georgetown grow.
Put bluntly: The priorities are to pile up victories and amass experience. And maybe not in that order.
"With a young group and a young team and players who don't have game minutes, that's what our schedule is all about," Cooley said.
The Hoyas (3-1) achieved both against the Mountaineers. Jayden Epps scored 19 points and Thomas Sorber collected 14 points and 12 rebounds before an intimate gathering of 2,756 at Capital One Arena.
Terrell Ard Jr. led Mount St. Mary's (3-2) with 12 points.
So much of what went wrong in Saturday's 84-63 loss against Notre Dame appears to have been addressed, if not entirely fixed, in the days since that sobering setback.
The Hoyas had Sorber, their most efficient offensive player, back after he played through an illness and logged just 23 minutes against the Fighting Irish. Sorber posted his second double-double and also tacked on five assists, another indication that Georgetown has hope that a pass directed into the post isn't necessarily making a one-way trip.
It was also a strong night for Micah Peavy, whose foul troubles Saturday left the Hoyas adrift on the defensive end. His primary assignment was Dallas Hobbs, a sophomore guard who came in averaging 17.3 points but was limited to eight on 3-for-10 shooting. Peavy didn't get whistled for his first foul until more than six minutes had elapsed in the second half.
And there was the team-wide improvement at defending the perimeter; after Notre Dame made nine three-pointers on 21 attempts, the Mount mustered just a 5-for-19 effort.
It was the fewest points Georgetown allowed since a 73-48 defeat of Creighton in the 2021 Big East tournament.
"This group has a chance to become a really good defensive team," freshman guard Caleb Williams said. "We just have to get complete buy-in from everybody. But today I feel like we showed defensively how much better we can get on that side of the ball."
There was one area of understandable regression: ballhandling. Notre Dame was content to let the Hoyas take ill-advised shots against a fundamentally crisp defense and only forced five turnovers. The Mountaineers had other ideas.
Mount St. Mary's is in its first season under Donny Lind, a member of the Shaka Smart coaching tree who had a stint with the Mountaineers as an assistant under Jamion Christian before spending the past eight seasons working for defense-minded Mike Jones at Radford and UNC Greensboro.
Lind's ideal scenario is for the Mountaineers to liberally press and trap to create easy baskets, but getting there could take time. It can be an especially tricky ploy against a more athletic backcourt, which Georgetown possesses.
But the Mountaineers admirably hassled the Hoyas after falling behind 25-9, holding Georgetown scoreless for 7:04. The Hoyas had seven turnovers and seven missed shots in that stretch but defended well enough to prevent the Mountaineers from getting closer than 25-17.

Jayden Epps splits a pair of Mount St. Mary's defenders during the Hoyas' win. Epps had 19 points. (Charles Brock/Icon Sportswire/AP)


Sorber ended the Hoyas' drought shortly after the under-four-minute television timeout, and Georgetown extended its advantage to 35-22 at halftime. Georgetown stretched its lead as wide as 31 in the second half.
"I tried to tell the guys during the game, they're playing a bunch of younger guys," said Lind, whose team was outscored 46-24 in the paint. "We have older guys, and we're allowing them to be the aggressor or play like the bully."
The healthy cushion, coupled with Cooley's decision to whittle the rotation to nine, created opportunities to carve out 15 minutes for Williams, whose energy on a largely sluggish Saturday stood out for Georgetown. It meant the chance for fellow freshman Julius Halaifonua, still working his way back into shape from an injury that cost him much of the preseason, to receive 17 minutes.
It was a similar situation for Kayvaun Mulready, the sort of big, rangy guard Cooley's best Providence teams possessed in seemingly endless supply. He played 14 minutes after totaling 18 in the first three games.
None of them were dominant offensive figures -- Halaifonua had six points, Williams three and Mulready two. But that wasn't the point.
The experience was, every bit of it in the hope the Hoyas will be better for it when the schedule stiffens next month.
"Like Coach Cooley said, once our young guys, including us and everybody who's brand new on the team, get some more game minutes, team chemistry will build," Mulready said. "It's just one day at a time. We'll get there."
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Braves' Chris Sale, Tigers' Tarik Skubal capture MLB's Cy Young Awards
For Sale, 35, the award marks a triumphant return after four injury-plagued seasons in Boston. Skubal's win marked the third year in a row the AL winner was unanimous.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-11-21

Chris Sale, 35, stayed healthy into September and went 18-3 to win his first Cy Young Award. (Orlando Ramirez/Getty Images)


Even Paul Skenes, who is new to all this, understood he had no chance to win the National League Cy Young Award. The Pittsburgh Pirates phenom was a finalist, sure, but as he told the hosts on MLB Network on Monday night when he was named NL rookie of the year, Atlanta Braves ace Chris Sale was clearly more deserving. The Baseball Writers' Association of America agreed, dedicating 26 first-place votes to Sale and handing the left-hander the first Cy Young Award of his esteemed 14-year career Wednesday.
If Sale's candidacy was formidable, Detroit Tigers lefty Tarik Skubal's case was untouchable. Skubal became the ninth American League starter to win the Cy Young unanimously -- and the third in a row after the New York Yankees' Gerrit Cole in 2023 and the Houston Astros' Justin Verlander in 2022.
That Sale, 35, had not won a Cy Young before was a comment more on his inability to stay healthy in recent years than the quality of his resume. Sale's first full season was 2011. Since then, the lefty is fifth among starters with 136 wins; fourth in strikeouts behind likely Hall of Famers Max Scherzer, Clayton Kershaw and Verlander; and eighth with a 3.06 ERA. In terms of counting statistics, he probably would have passed those counterparts if not for his last four seasons in Boston: Sale threw fewer than 200 innings total from 2020 to 2023, including none in 2020 and just 52/3 in 2022.
Last offseason, the Braves bet on the power of Sale's talent and a fresh start, sending infield prospect Vaughn Grissom to the Red Sox to secure an ace. The bet paid off. When Braves right-hander Spencer Strider went down with an elbow injury in April, Sale ascended and survived deep into the season. The result was an 18-3 record with a 2.38 ERA that included an NL-leading 225 strikeouts in 1772/3 innings.
The series of injuries with the Red Sox made Sale especially serene about Wednesday's honor.
"It means a lot," Sale said on MLB Network after the award was announced. "This is a special night."
"I can tell you that I figured out that I don't have it all figured out," Sale continued. "I'm able to appreciate this moment more now. When I was young, it just kind of came to me and I was able to perform and have success. But when you go through a tough time like that, I just can't stress enough the people who helped me get there."
Most importantly for that resume, he stayed healthy into September, succumbing to back trouble only in the weeks before Atlanta's postseason run. That injury rendered him unable to pitch in the playoffs, and the Braves fell in two games to the San Diego Padres in the first round. Importantly, voting for postseason awards occurs before the postseason, allowing Sale to beat out Skenes and Zack Wheeler of the Philadelphia Phillies, who received four first-place votes to finish second.
If voting did occur after October, Skubal's legend would only have grown. Skubal, who celebrated his 28th birthday Wednesday, emerged as the most dominant starter in the AL and spurred the Tigers' sudden rise and dramatic run to a postseason spot. He began his postseason career with 17 consecutive scoreless innings, then ran out of gas in Game 5 against the Cleveland Guardians with the Tigers on the verge of the AL Championship Series.
But even without his team's sudden success, Skubal would have been the obvious Cy Young choice. He was the best pitcher in baseball, at times by a wide margin, while winning the pitching Triple Crown by leading the AL in wins (18), ERA (2.39) and strikeouts (228). His ERA was a half-run lower than the next-best AL starter. Those 228 strikeouts led the majors. Perhaps most remarkably in this era, Skubal pitched at least six innings in 25 of his 31 starts and only lasted fewer than five innings once.
His selection over the other AL finalists -- Kansas City Royals right-hander Seth Lugo and Guardians closer Emmanuel Clase -- felt like a formality.
"It's pretty special," Skubal said on MLB Network. "All the hard work, all the stuff that goes on behind the scenes, it means a lot."

Tigers left-hander Tarik Skubal was the clear choice for the American League Cy Young Award. (Junfu Han/Junfu Han / USA TODAY NETWORK via Imagn Images)
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NFL best bets for Week 12: Eagles should slow Rams' offense
The best value plays for this week's NFL slate, plus picks for every game.
By Neil Greenberg | 2024-11-21

The Philadelphia Eagles' defense has been one of the best in the NFL. (Mitchell Leff/Getty Images)


Our challenging season continued last week, with the Cincinnati Bengals not covering the spread in their loss to the Los Angeles Chargers, and the Indianapolis Colts' win over the New York Jets not going under the total.
At this point, you almost have to marvel at my poor record. Assuming each selection is a slightly weighted coin flip, we would expect to be wrong on 21 of 28 picks just 1 percent of the time by random chance. In other words, either I am remarkably good at picking the wrong side of games or this is just a very unlucky (and embarrassing) streak.
I'll leave it to you to decide which is the correct judgment of my performance as we look to get back on track this week.
Best bets record in 2024: 6-19 (1-2 on player props)
Byes: Atlanta Falcons, Buffalo Bills, Cincinnati Bengals, Jacksonville Jaguars, New Orleans Saints, New York Jets
Sunday, 8:20 p.m. | NBC
Pick: Eagles -3
The Eagles stumbled to a 2-2 start, but since their bye in Week 5 they are undefeated, winning six straight with one of the most improved defenses in the NFL.
Over the past six games, the Eagles' opponents are scoring almost 13 fewer points per game than expected based on the down, distance and field position of each play, per data from TruMedia. Philadelphia allowed four more points per game than expected during the first four weeks. I expect the league's top secondary, per Pro Football Focus, to be able to neutralize the Rams' wide receiver tandem of Cooper Kupp and Puka Nacua.
Monday, 8:15 p.m. | ESPN, ABC
Pick: Ravens under 11/2 touchdowns in the first half (The pick is Chargers +3, but it is not a best bet)
Baltimore has struggled to score in the first half as of late -- it has two touchdowns and no field goals over 14 first-half drives in the past two weeks -- and will be facing a Chargers defense that is allowing a league-low 0.8 points per drive in the first half, according to TruMedia. The game-charters at Pro Football Focus rank the Chargers' defense No. 4 overall, providing subjective evidence that the Ravens' offense could have trouble putting up points again.
The plays above represent our best bets of the week because our analysis shows their value is the most lucrative compared with what we expect to happen on the field. Below, you will find against-the-spread picks for all of the games on this week's schedule.
However, trying to pick every game is something of a fool's errand. The house wins so often partly because bettors try to make too many plays when the odds aren't in their favor. Keep that in mind when evaluating the remaining games from this week's schedule.
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. | Prime Video
Pick: Steelers -31/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Panthers +101/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Bears +31/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Cowboys +101/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Texans -81/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Colts +71/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Dolphins -7
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Buccaneers -51/2
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Broncos -51/2
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Cardinals +11/2
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Packers -21/2
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Boys' basketball Top 20: Experienced Gonzaga starts a new season at No. 1 
Paul VI, Bullis, Sidwell Friends and St. John's round out the top five in our first rankings of the winter. 
By Washington Post staff | 2024-11-21

Senior guard Nyk Lewis is one of five senior starters for No. 1 Gonzaga. (Courtesy Hugo Rodas) 


Winter 2024-25 Basketball Preview: Girls' preseason Top 20 | Preseason notebook | Players to Watch
Last season, Gonzaga was one of the best teams in the D.C. area. Then a junior-led squad, the Eagles proved throughout the winter that they belonged in an elite tier. And with five college-bound seniors set to return, the future remained as exciting as the present.
This is the season the Eagles have been waiting for. They enter the winter as the D.C. area's team to beat. Almost all of Gonzaga's production is back, and its sensational senior class places it atop these preseason rankings.
The backcourt is as good as any - Derek Dixon, the North Carolina-bound sharpshooter, and Nyk Lewis, a two-time first-team All-Met selection off to Xavier, will give opponents fits. Throw in Christian Gurdak (Virginia Tech) down low, plus forward Alex Touomou (Harvard) and guard Will Harper (Richmond), and Coach Steve Turner has the ripe combination of talent and experience that most programs yearn for.
Paul VI, which capped a dominant season by beating Gonzaga in the WCAC title game last winter, sits directly behind the Eagles at No. 2 to start the season. Rounding out the top four are fellow defending conference champions Bullis and Sidwell Friends, with challengers littering the remainder of the Top 20.
With elite-level senior prospects, South Lakes and Largo are the top-ranked public schools from Virginia and Maryland, respectively. Jackson-Reed enters the year as D.C.'s top public team.
One final note as we begin a new season: In order to be eligible for The Washington Post's Top 20, schools must be located in one of our coverage areas and approved by a state organization.
Records are from last season.
The Eagles' senior class is nothing short of dynamic, with Derek Dixon and Nyk Lewis forming one of the nation's best backcourts and Christian Gurdak providing a forceful presence down low.
Despite losing a bevy of Power Five talent to graduation, the Panthers aren't ones for down years - especially with elite junior wing Jordan Smith in the fold.
Finding ways to slow the duo of wing Adrien Stevens (signed with Marquette) and center Eric Reibe (Connecticut) will be among the toughest assignments for area coaches this winter.
Few possess the highlight-reel ability of Kentucky signee Acaden Lewis, who will lead the Quakers as they pursue four straight Mid-Atlantic Athletic Conference and D.C. State Athletic Association titles.
Senior Omari Witherspoon, committed to Pittsburgh, projects to be among the top players in the WCAC as the Cadets enter their second year under Coach Patrick O'Connor.
Another WCAC contender, McNamara boasts one of the area's most talented rosters with five-star junior Qayden Samuels grabbing headlines.
The Little Hoyas feature five players committed to play Division I basketball next year and bolstered their frontcourt by bringing in 7-footer Sinan Huan, who spent this past summer representing the Chinese national team at the FIBA U17 World Cup.
With the return of Michigan State-bound wing Jordan Scott, the reigning Virginia Class 6 champions will be in the hunt for another title this season.
One of D.C.'s deepest programs is primed to be among the city's best yet again, but Jackson-Reed will have to replace Jayden Fort, who reclassified to 2024 to begin playing at Georgetown.
After an inconsistent regular season, the Stags were a young Maryland private school champion last year. They are entering their third season under Coach Mike Jones.
Michigan State signee Cam Ward is back for his senior year after winning the Maryland Class 2A title last season. What's next? The Maryland scoring record is within reach.
The Knights started fast last year before falling in the WCAC semifinals.
Senior guard David Bumpass, an All-Met honorable mention last season, is back for the Titans.
The Bengals return star sophomore Baba Oladotun, the top-ranked sophomore in the country, as they aim to improve on last season's 15-win campaign.
Clinton Grace has spent the past two seasons as runner-up in the Metro Private Schools Conference and should be in the mix for a league title again this winter.
Mt. Zion represents another contender in the MPSC, led by first-year coach Lafayette Dublin.
The Hawks return a strong group of seniors to form a Class 6 contender. Before falling in last season's semifinals, Hayfield won back-to-back state titles in 2022 and 2023.
St. Andrew's, perennially situated among the MAC's top teams, is coming off two consecutive 20-win seasons.
Formerly known as W.T. Woodson, the Cavaliers are among the most talented teams in Northern Virginia with a core collection of returning seniors and star sophomore guard Kaylen Chilton, who averaged 13.2 points per game as a freshman last year.
After averaging more than 30 points per game last season, senior Quintin Cooper is on pace to become the all-time leading scorer at Coolidge this season.
On the bubble: Meade, Patriot, Sandy Spring Friends, Westfield, Wise
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-11-21
NFL
8:15 p.m. Pittsburgh at Cleveland >>> Prime Video, WTEM (980 AM)
NHL
7 p.m. Colorado at Washington >>> Monumental Sports Network, WJFK (106.7 FM)
NBA
7 p.m. Detroit at Charlotte >>> NBA TV
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m. North Carolina State at Georgia Tech >>> ESPN
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Noon Charleston Classic, quarterfinal: Miami vs. Drake >>> ESPN2
Noon Myrtle Beach Invitational, quarterfinal: Ohio vs. Middle Tennessee >>> ESPNU
2:30 p.m. Charleston Classic, quarterfinal: Oklahoma Statevs. Florida Atlantic >>> ESPN2
2:30 p.m. Myrtle Beach Invitational, quarterfinal: South Florida vs. Portland >>> ESPNU
5 p.m. Charleston Classic, quarterfinal: VCU vs. Seton Hall >>> ESPN2
5:30 p.m. Myrtle Beach Invitational, quarterfinal: Bradley vs. Texas State >>> ESPNU
6:30 p.m. UNC Greensboro at Indiana >>> Fox Sports 1
7 p.m. Legends Classic, semifinal: Texas vs. Syracuse >>> ESPN2
7 p.m. Bahamas Championship, semifinal: Baylor vs. St. John's >>> CBS Sports Network
7:30 p.m. Charleston Classic, quarterfinal: Vanderbilt vs. Nevada >>> ESPNU
8:30 p.m. Tarleton State at Michigan >>> Big Ten Network
9 p.m. Legends Classic, semifinal: St. Joseph's vs. Texas Tech >>> ESPN2
9:30 p.m. Bahamas Championship, semifinal: Virginia vs. Tennessee >>> CBS Sports Network, WSBN (630 AM)
10 p.m. Memphis at San Francisco >>> ESPNU
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
7 p.m. Belmont at Duke >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Oral Roberts at Arkansas >>> SEC Network
AUTO RACING
9:30 p.m. Formula One: Las Vegas Grand Prix, practice >>> ESPNews
1 a.m (Friday) Formula One: Las Vegas Grand Prix, practice >>> ESPN2
GOLF
Noon PGA Tour: RSM Classic, first round >>> Golf Channel
3 p.m. LPGA Tour: Tour Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
9:30 p.m. DP World Tour: Australian PGA Championship, second round >>> Golf Channel
1 a.m. (Friday) Asian Tour: Hong Kong Open, second round >>> Golf Channel
TENNIS
4 a.m. Davis Cup quarterfinal: United States vs. Australia >>> Tennis Channel
11 a.m. Davis Cup quarterfinal: Italy vs. Argentina >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
6 p.m. Purdue at Penn State >>> Big Ten Network
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Girls' basketball Top 20: Bishop McNamara, Sidwell Friends top preseason rankings
A deep and talented Mustangs team headlines our first Top 20 of the winter. 
By Washington Post staff | 2024-11-21

Senior Mary Amoateng and Bishop McNamara start the season at No. 1. (Jordan Tovin for The Washington Post) 


Winter 2024-25 Basketball Preview: Boys' preseason Top 20 | Preseason notebook | Players to Watch
For the past several years, Bishop McNamara has been knocking on the door in the Washington Catholic Athletic Conference. The Forestville program has long been a conference contender, but the Mustangs haven't won a WCAC title since 2020. St. John's has earned that crown in the last three seasons.
This season, with a veteran lineup that is loaded with talents, the Mustangs have the potential to kick that door down. Four-star Georgia commit Zhen Craft is one of several Division I prospects in the rotation for second-year Coach Ron James. McNamara slots in as the top team in the area as a result, just in front of defending Independent School League champion Sidwell Friends.
Still, winning the conference will be no easy feat for James's squad. Six WCAC teams appear in these preseason rankings, a sign that the league is as deep as ever.
On the public school side, Virginia's Osbourn Park and Maryland's Clarksburg start the winter as the two top programs, followed closely by Centreville and Bethesda-Chevy Chase. Coach Rod Hairston's C.H. Flowers team checks in as the top Prince George's County school, with Oxon Hill starting on the bubble after losing First Team All-Met selection Madison Williams to graduation.
One final note as we begin a new season: In order to be eligible for The Washington Post's Top 20, schools must be located in one of our coverage areas and approved by a state organization.
All records are from last season.
The Mustangs enter the season with high hopes and a deep, skilled roster. Could this be the year they take the WCAC title back from St. John's?
The Quakers will look much different this season after first-team All-Met forwards Kendall Dudley and Zania Socka-Nguemen left for UCLA. Juniors Jordyn Jackson and Autumn Fleary should keep the Quakers on their local perch.
Senior Nyla Brooks is back for the Cardinals after averaging 24 points per game in her junior season. The North Carolina commit was the only non-senior to crack the All-Met First Team last year.
The Bulldogs return their top two scorers from a season ago in sophomore Ivanna Wilson Manyacka and senior Georgia commit Meghan Yarnevich.
The Cadets won't have a senior on the roster this year, but Coach Jonathan Scribner will be hoping a young and talented squad has what it takes to chase a WCAC four-peat.
The Knights will have a completely new look this season under first-year coach Sam Caldwell, who put together strong teams at New Hope Academy and Shabach Christian.
The Yellow Jackets bring back a host of talent from a team that reached the Virginia Class 6 semifinal. Key returners include second-team All-Met selection Key Rainey and Stony Brook commit Alexandra Brown.
Despite the loss of leading scorer and All-Met First Team forward Laura Williams, the Panthers can be relied upon as a capable contender in a crowded WCAC.
The defending Maryland Class 4A champs are buoyed by a pair of sisters: senior London Turner and sophomore Destiny Turner. The former stands just 27 points away from the 1000-point mark, while the latter set a school record for most points by a freshman in a season last winter (430).
The Roadrunners round out the top ten after bringing back most of the rotation from a team that spent much of last season in these rankings.
Last year's Montgomery County champions and Maryland Class 4A state finalists bring back senior guard Frances Doyle, a Middlebury commit.
The Wildcats return Colgate commit Kennedy Parrot and should be one of the top Class 6 competitors in Northern Virginia after reaching their first state semifinal last season.
The Jaguars enter the preseason rankings as the team to beat in Prince George's County. Hairston's team is led by junior guard Alana Joy, the county Player of the Year a season ago.
Sharpshooting guard Bailey Harris and versatile forward Alexandra Vandiver headline a talented Saints team looking to compete for an Interscholastic Athletic Association of Maryland title.
Potomac looked like a program on the rise last winter as they finished third in the ISL.
The Falcons lost first-team All-Met forward Talayah Walker to graduation, but are hoping to reload as they face an ambitious schedule.
Radford signee Georgia Simonsen returns for a Rams program that has won three straight region titles.
Katie Diao, a second-team All-Met selection as a sophomore last winter, will once again lead the Rockets' backcourt after picking up offers from Yale, Cornell and Air Force in the offseason.
The Saxons bowed out of the postseason early last year, but are poised to make a run this season with the return of Carnegie Mellon signee Anya Rahman and others.
Coach Rashida Joiner's team will look to improve on last year's IAAM semifinal appearance.
On the bubble: Gainesville, Georgetown Visitation, Oxon Hill, South River, Woodgrove
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The Cavaliers finally lost, but their NBA title aspirations remain intact
Cleveland's 120-117 loss to defending champion Boston, its first of the season after a 15-0 start, showed the Cavaliers to be legitimate title contenders.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-11-20

The Boston Celtics dealt the Cleveland Cavaliers their first loss of the season at TD Garden on Tuesday despite a strong all-around night from Evan Mobley, who finished with 22 points, 11 rebounds and six assists. (Winslow Townson/Getty Images)


Moral victories don't count in winning streaks, so the Cleveland Cavaliers were forced to reckon with their first blemish after getting an up-close look at the Boston Celtics' championship formula Tuesday.
Though Cleveland's 15-0 start went kaput on a nationally televised stage, Boston's 120-117 victory at TD Garden lived up to its billing as a clash between the Eastern Conference's top teams. The Celtics drilled 22 three-pointers, built a 21-point lead, had all five starters finish in double figures and held Darius Garland to eight points on 3-for-21 shooting, only to sweat out a tight endgame thanks to the Cavaliers' strong second-half rally. As Boston's title defense rolled along, Cleveland proved it belongs in the chase pack despite its unconventional profile as a contender.
NBA history suggests it's very difficult to win a championship without an MVP-caliber leader; Donovan Mitchell, Cleveland's leading scorer, has never finished in the top five for that award. The past is littered with examples of champions that accumulated years of shared postseason experience before breaking through; Cleveland has won just one playoff series, barely, since Mitchell's 2022 arrival. And the small-market Cavaliers have never played on the sport's biggest stage without LeBron James, who guided the franchise to five Finals appearances and the 2016 title.
But history is only a guide, not a fortune-teller. The NBA's current parity era, which has produced six different champions in the past six seasons, should offer hope to the Cavaliers, who have blitzed out of the gate thanks to a combination of continuity, improved pace, balanced scoring, high-volume three-point shooting, impressive depth and stout defense under new coach Kenny Atkinson. The Celtics displayed many of those same characteristics during their 2024 title run, and the Golden State Warriors and Oklahoma City Thunder have used similar approaches to rise to the top of the Western Conference standings. The Cavaliers are on trend, even if their 15-0 start, which tied for the second best in league history, caught many prognosticators off guard.
"It was fun," Mitchell said of the streak. "When you're playing good basketball and winning games, you enjoy these moments. It's great to be a part of history. We wish we would have kept it going. There's no championships in November. We're going to be good. We're a good team."
Atkinson, who spent the past three seasons as a Warriors assistant, has turned the Cavaliers into a much better and more entertaining outfit: Cleveland ranks first in offensive efficiency (16th last season), first in three-point percentage (15th), seventh in bench scoring (14th) and ninth in pace (24th). The Cavaliers have adopted a "less-is-more" philosophy for Mitchell, who is scoring fewer points, taking fewer shots, getting fewer touches and playing fewer minutes. By decreasing his burden, Cleveland hopes to keep the talented scoring guard fresh and healthy after nagging health concerns, including a calf injury in last year's playoffs, dogged him in recent years.

The Cavaliers have sought to lighten Donovan Mitchell's workload this season after a calf injury cut short his 2024 postseason run. (Winslow Townson/Getty Images)


With more opportunities to go around, Garland has bounced back nicely from an injury-plagued 2023-24 season, forward Evan Mobley has been empowered to expand his previously limited offensive game, and a second unit led by Ty Jerome and Caris LeVert has flourished. Atkinson has deployed 10-man rotations to keep up the pressure on opposing defenses and build camaraderie following a meek second-round playoff exit that led to the firing of his predecessor, J.B. Bickerstaff. On the defensive end, Mobley and center Jarrett Allen continue to form one of the league's best paint-protecting duos, but their minutes have been staggered to help Cleveland better match up with smaller and perimeter-oriented opponents.
"[The Cavaliers] are very well coached," Celtics forward Jayson Tatum said. "They're playing a lot faster and more free this year. The ball isn't sticking. They put a lot of pressure on you, and they have guys who individually can make plays. They're bigger [than last year]."
Boston will loom as a boogeyman for Cleveland because guards Jrue Holiday and Derrick White are ideally suited to neutralize Garland and Mitchell, who are on the small side by NBA standards. Mitchell managed 35 points and Mobley keyed a third-quarter rally to finish with 22 points Tuesday, but Garland's worst showing of the season handcuffed the Cavaliers. Tatum and Jaylen Brown posed constant problems for Cleveland's rotating cast of wings with their size and strength, and Boston's star duo can lean on its major edge in postseason experience.
"[The Celtics] are so good," Atkinson said. "The first thing we learned was the force and physicality. They had playoff force and physicality, and we had regular season force and physicality. ... The density of our schedule has been enormous. [Garland] has rolled it out every night and played unbelievable. I think he hit a wall tonight. He won't say that. I'll say it. It's part of the NBA. It's too bad it happened tonight."
The Cavaliers shouldn't fear anyone besides the Celtics in the East: They have a significantly deeper collection of talent than the New York Knicks, Miami Heat and Indiana Pacers, and their by-committee approach has outperformed superstar-dominated rosters such as Giannis Antetokounmpo's Milwaukee Bucks and Joel Embiid's Philadelphia 76ers. Importantly, Cleveland's core four of Mitchell, Garland, Mobley and Allen are 28 or younger and signed through at least the 2026-27 season. That level of age and contract alignment is difficult to achieve in the NBA's modern era, and it has paid off with quality chemistry and a general sense of stability.
Breaking through to the Finals will require Mitchell to win his share of star showdowns and Cleveland to shoot better from the outside than it did Tuesday or in last season's Eastern Conference semifinals. If injuries were to trip up the Celtics, no East team is better positioned to take advantage than the Cavaliers.
"You can learn a lot from these matchups," Mitchell said. "[Tuesday's game was] definitely a measuring stick. You want to see where you're at, but you don't want to put too much weight on it because we're not going to be the same team that we are in April."

Kenny Atkinson has supercharged the Cleveland Cavaliers' offense in his first season as coach. (Jason Miller/Getty Images)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/11/20/cavaliers-celtics-eastern-conference-showdown/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Five things: The Wizards' defense has been abysmal, plus more from a tough road trip
Sights, stats and sounds from the last two weeks, including Jordan Poole's "double drags," Alex Sarr's screen assists and passing creativity from the rookies.
By Varun Shankar | 2024-11-21
It's not going well for the Washington Wizards.
The Wizards recently returned from their first multi-city road trip of the season, going from Memphis to Orlando to Houston to San Antonio to Atlanta to D.C. to New York and then finally back to D.C. in less than two weeks. It was the first travel test for the Wizards' (and The Washington Post's) rookies.
Washington, on a nine-game losing streak, comes home battered and chastised. But the past two weeks still unveiled more interesting tidbits. This week's Five Things is heavy on Jordan Poole but also includes items on just how bad the Wizards' defense has been, offensive flashes from the rookies and more.
There's also a new segment at the end of today's article.
All stats are entering Tuesday's games.
The Wizards' defense -- an area where team brass expressed preseason optimism -- has been abysmal. Washington has the league's worst defensive rating (points allowed per 100 possessions), according to Cleaning the Glass, an analytics site that filters out garbage time and end-of-quarter heaves.
The gap between the Wizards and the second-worst team, the Utah Jazz, is the same as the difference between the Jazz and the No. 19 Milwaukee Bucks.
Teams can be evaluated on four factors: shooting, turnovers, rebounding and free throws. Washington's defense has found success in none of those areas.
The Wizards are the only team in the league not ranked in the top 25 in any of those stats. The Jazz limits its opponents' free throws at a top-10 clip. The Brooklyn Nets, who have the third-worst defensive rating, are in the top 20 at forcing turnovers and limiting offensive rebounds. The fourth-worst Toronto Raptors hold opponents to the 10th-lowest shooting percentage.
Washington has been putrid at all of it.
It's fun to talk with Poole about basketball. He has earned a reputation as a basketball nerd and rarely resorts to cliches or vague statements.
The guard, speaking Nov. 13, praised this season's offensive scheme, one he feels is both more free-flowing and conducive to success. It's similar, he said, to how he played with the Golden State Warriors under Steve Kerr and in college at Michigan under John Beilein.
"Everywhere I've played, I've played winning basketball. And everywhere I played, we kind of play that way," he said.
The Wizards want to play ".5" basketball, he said, which means players make a decision -- pass, shoot, dribble -- in half a second.
Poole looked back to a Nov. 10 loss to the Orlando Magic, in which he scored 24 points. The Wizards started the game with "double drags" -- two screens set as the ballhandler is moving up the court with pace. That action often can be for Poole to get a shot.

Jordan Poole uses a pair of screens -- a "double drag" action -- to get open for a three. (NBA.com)


But he knows his coverages are different from most other players because of his shooting off the dribble. If the defense presses Poole, he can toss the ball to his big man on the short roll and let him make a play against a scrambling defense, as Jonas Valanciunas does here.

On the same double drag action, Poole hits Jonas Valanciunas. The center, now with a numbers advantage, finds an open shooter in the corner. (NBA.com)


"Just trying to put in a domino effect of an advantage," Poole said.
It's obvious that Alex Sarr's scoring is a work in progress. He's shooting 35.1 percent from the field and 20.3 percent from three-point range. The latter is the worst mark in the NBA among players who have taken at least 50 threes.
But examining the non-shooting aspects of Sarr's offense reveals promise.
The rookie has been among the league's most effective screeners, ranking eighth in screen assists. Guidance from Valanciunas, an adept screener, has helped the rookie's understanding of the niche skill set.
Asked this month about how he adjusts his pick depending on the ballhandler, Sarr said he often sets flat screens -- ones where his back is to the basket -- for Poole or Bilal Coulibaly because they like to get downhill.
He also said he often re-screens for Coulibaly because defenses go "under" -- leaving the three-point shot open to guard against a drive. He did so in the below clip against Houston to open up Coulibaly's jump shot.

Alex Sarr sets a pick for Bilal Coulibaly and then re-screens to open up the guard for a jump shot. (NBA.com)


When Bub Carrington was at Pittsburgh, his position coach gave a blunt assessment of his playmaking skills.
"[He] told me I couldn't pass for s---," Carrington recalled last week.
The rookie worked to become an all-around guard, practicing delivering accurate feeds with each hand and from a variety of situations. Carrington, who leads all rookies in assists per game, goes through a short exercise before workouts to boost his accuracy and has been adept at adjusting his arm angle to maneuver passes to open teammates.

Bub Carrington lofts a pass over a defender to find an open shooter. (NBA.com)


Fellow rookie Kyshawn George had a similar routine during pregame warmups against the Knicks. He moved forward with a dribble before flicking a pass with his left hand. After a few repetitions, he moved to his right and later worked on going behind the back.
Later that day, he caught a pass with his right hand and flung a one-armed cross-court feed that landed in Carrington's strike zone and led to a three.

Kyshawn George hits Bub Carrington with a one-hand, crosscourt feed. (NBA.com)


Cleaning the Glass has George in the 71st percentile in assist percentage (the percentage of teammates' made shots a player has assisted on) among wings. He is fourth among rookies in assists per game.
Some extra items from my notebook:
A question for the next two weeks: Coach Brian Keefe called out his team with a directness he had largely avoided in public earlier in the season. How will the Wizards respond?
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Meta removes millions of accounts pushing 'pig butchering' investment scam
Meta said it removed more than 2 million accounts this year alone that sought to trick internet users into putting their money into fake investment schemes. 
By Naomi Nix | 2024-11-21

Meta said it disabled accounts linked to scam centers in several countries. (Dado Ruvic/Reuters)


Meta said Thursday that it removed more than 2 million accounts this year that sought to trick internet users around the world into forking over their money in fake investment schemes, part of a rise in criminal activity across the web.
The accounts are linked to  so-called pig butchering schemes, in which criminal organizations make up fake personas -- often posting as attractive single people or trusted public figures -- to win the confidence of users, eventually  persuading these contacts to fork over money for nonexistent investments.
"Every day, criminals target people across the world through text messaging, dating apps, social media and email in so-called 'pig-butchering' schemes that try to con them into scam investments," the company said in a press release.
The scam centers running "pig-butchering" schemes took off in Asia during the covid-19 pandemic, often recruiting their workers with "too-good-to-be-true job postings" on local job boards and then forcing them to work as online scammers under the threat of physical abuse, according to Meta's report.
Meta said it disabled accounts linked to scam centers in Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, the United Arab Emirates and the Philippines.
About 300,000 people have been forced to work for the criminal operations, which had stolen an estimated $64 billion from victims around the world by the end of 2023, according to a report from the U.S. Institute of Peace, an independent research organization created by Congress.
The scam operations often target a large number of people via individual text messages with a "generic appeal" post. If a targeted person responds, another group of scammers attempts to build trust over time and persuade victims to send money and invest.
The scammers often find their victims through dating apps, text messages, email and social media accounts before transitioning the conversations onto crypto apps or scam websites masquerading as investment platforms, according to Meta.
"The target may be allowed to withdraw small amounts to build trust, but once they start asking for their 'investment' back or it becomes clear that they do not have more funds to send to the scammer, overseas scammers typically disappear with all the money," Meta said in a press release.
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DOJ says Google should have to sell Chrome to end its search monopoly
The Justice Department recommendation is one of the final moves of Biden's aggressive antitrust enforcers before Trump takes the reins.
By Eva Dou, Bart Schaneman | 2024-11-21

Google, based in Mountain View, California, has an illegal monopoly in search, a federal court has ruled, and is fighting another government lawsuit aimed at its online ad business. (Bloomberg/Bloomberg via Getty Images)


The Justice Department is seeking to force Google to sell off its Chrome browser and make other major changes to remedy its illegal search monopoly, prosecutors told a Washington court Wednesday, setting a marker in the landmark case before the incoming Trump administration makes its own determinations about how to proceed.
If the court adopts the prosecutors' recommendation, Google could be the first big tech company broken up under federal antitrust law since AT&T in 1982.
"Google must promptly and fully divest Chrome, to a buyer approved by the Plaintiffs in their sole discretion, subject to terms that the Court and Plaintiffs approve," the Justice Department said in its proposed final judgment.
Justice Department prosecutors said in the filing that they are also seeking for the court to require Google to stop favoring its own services in its popular Android mobile operating system, or to be forced to sell off Android as well.
Prosecutors requested a long list of other measures designed to break Google's search monopoly, including forbidding the company from paying device makers such as Apple to make Google search the default search engine, requiring Google to share its search index with rivals at a low cost and providing online publishers with an easy opt-out from their content being used by Google to train AI models.
Taken together, these measures would be a devastating blow to Google's current business model, and the kind of harsh antitrust penalties that a major tech company has not faced in decades. It would have a transformative effect on the internet landscape, opening up the race in a range of sectors in which Google is currently a heavyweight.
In response to Wednesday's filing, Kent Walker, Google's president of global affairs and chief legal officer, said in a statement that the Justice Department's proposal was "staggering" and "unprecedented government overreach."
"DOJ's wildly overbroad proposal goes miles beyond the Court's decision. It would break a range of Google products -- even beyond Search -- that people love and find helpful in their everyday lives," he wrote.
Walker said Google would file its own proposals next month, and make its broader case next year.
Judge Amit P. Mehta of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia ruled in August that Google's search business was an illegal monopoly. Mehta will decide by next summer what remedies to impose on Google to restore competition in the market. Google, which is already planning to appeal, now has a month to respond to the Justice Department's proposal.
U.S. et al v. Google, the first of a series of big trials against internet giants, has been viewed as a bellwether. Only a handful of major corporations have been taken to court since the 1970s under federal monopoly law.
The prospects of the case are complicated by the imminent transition to a new Trump administration, with the Justice Department's approach potentially shifting under a new attorney general. Biden's antitrust enforcers are handing over a string of monopoly cases against Big Tech companies to Trump, after an aggressive four-year run to prosecute the cases. While the Biden administration's approach has centered on the power of Big Tech companies to stifle competition and control markets, Trump and his advisers have expressed more concern about their power to control public discourse.
Biden's Justice Department had said last month that it was considering a breakup of Google among its recommendations to Mehta. Days later, Trump told Bloomberg editor in chief John Micklethwait that he feared a breakup might "destroy" Google, noting that "China is afraid of Google."
"What you can do without breaking it up is make sure that it's more fair," Trump said, adding that he had called "the head of Google" recently to complain that more "bad" stories than "good" stories about himself were showing up in Google's news results. "I think it's a whole rigged deal."
In his statement, Google legal officer Walker said, "DOJ chose to push a radical interventionist agenda that would harm Americans and America's global technology leadership."
It is unclear what a shift in emphasis under the incoming administration would mean for these court cases. Some antitrust experts and former enforcers say Trump could seek a settlement in the Google search case rather than await an outcome from the court that he could not control.
There is precedent for such a shift: George W. Bush's Justice Department settled a major monopoly case against Microsoft, after Clinton administration prosecutors pursued the company's breakup.
A second Justice Department antitrust case against Google, which revolves around its dominance of the online advertising market, is also underway, with closing arguments to take place Monday at a courthouse in Alexandria, and a judgment expected next year.
Trump's new antitrust enforcement team has yet to take shape. His pick for attorney general, former congressman Matt Gaetz (R-Florida), has been beset by reports of scandal, and it remains uncertain whether he will be confirmed.
Gaetz has spoken favorably of the Biden Justice Department's prosecution of cases against Google and other tech companies. He told Jonathan Kanter, assistant attorney general for antitrust, at a hearing in 2023 that he thought Kanter was "doing a good job," adding, "that is a painful admission for me to make about anyone who works at the Department of Justice, an entity that I believe has been victimized by political capture." Gaetz called Kanter's team's allegations about Google's vertical integration of its advertising business "really important."
Some antitrust experts expected some continuity on the cases, pointing out that the Google search case was initiated by Trump's first-term Justice Department, though Biden's brought it to court.
"This case was filed in the last weeks of the Trump administration, so the new team is very unlikely to abandon it," said Doug Melamed, a former Justice Department antitrust official and now a Stanford Law visiting fellow. "The legal theory in the case is consistent with well-established legal principles and existing law."
But Trump has also declared that the tech priority of his second term would be to "dismantle the censorship cartel" that he felt suppressed conservative opinions online. He said in 2022 that he would order the Justice Department to investigate companies suspected of participating in "the new online censorship regime."
The Trump transition team did not respond to a request for comment.
"The wild card is Trump himself," said Gary Reback, a veteran antitrust lawyer, adding that Google appeared to be following a standard playbook of appealing to national-security considerations in the technological race against China in seeking to be spared from antitrust punishment.
After hearing again from Google, Mehta is planning to hold an evidentiary hearing in March or April next year and issue his opinion in early August.
Kanter and Lina Khan, chair of the Federal Trade Commission, have departed from decades of light-touch tech enforcement, pursuing a string of monopoly cases against Google, Apple, Meta, Amazon and other tech giants.
"The administration took strong strides to reboot antitrust, to take it back to its origins and original meaning," said Tim Wu, a Columbia Law School professor and former tech adviser to the Biden White House.
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Amazon and SpaceX aim to defang the federal labor board. Trump may help. 
Trump allies have discussed breaking tradition and firing opponents on the National Labor Relations Board, which also faces legal challenges from SpaceX and Amazon.
By Caroline O'Donovan, Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2024-11-21

President-elect Donald Trump listens as Elon Musk explains the operations ahead of the launch of the sixth test flight of the SpaceX Starship rocket this week in Boca Chica, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Pool/AP)


Donald Trump's presidential administration is poised to oversee major cuts to the powers of the federal agency that protects unions, as corporations including Elon Musk's SpaceX barrage the National Labor Relations Board with lawsuits and Trump allies consider firing its Democratic members.
This week, Amazon, the nation's second-largest private employer, and rocket maker SpaceX, founded by Trump adviser Musk, argued in federal court that the structure of the NLRB is unconstitutional. They are among two dozen cases working their way through the courts that seek to drastically rein in the board's power.
Trump advisers have separately discussed taking the exceptional step of firing Democratic members of the five-person labor board, according to two people familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe internal discussions.
Taken together, the moves threaten to weaken or even eliminate an agency that under the Biden administration has taken a more active role in safeguarding unions and expanding their opportunities, but has been criticized by corporations for bias in favor of unions and legal overreach.

President Joe Biden during a visit this month to the UA Sprinkler Fitters Local Union 692 in Philadelphia. (Nathan Howard/Reuters)


"These companies are trying to get the act overruled," said Seth Goldstein, a labor lawyer who has represented Trader Joe's and Amazon workers, referring to the 1935 law that established the NLRB. "And labor better wake up, because it's coming."
Steven Swirsky, an attorney at Epstein Becker Green, a law firm representing employers, said there is a view among some challenging the NLRB that it "exists to help unions and workers and to impose obligations on employers that go beyond what Congress intended."
The future shape of workers' rights in the United States may depend on who wins a legal debate about whether the NLRB can be insulated from direct political interference, said Sharon Block, a Harvard Law professor and former labor board member for the Democratic Party.
"The agency's independence is protected in part by norms," Block said, "but certainly President Trump has said things that suggested he did not feel bound by those norms."
The president-elect has indicated he plans to broadly rein in federal regulators and said last week that Musk will co-chair the so-called Department of Government Efficiency, an outside body created to recommend deep cuts to federal agencies.
Musk has previously said he disagrees "with the concept of unions" and joked this summer in a conversation with Trump on the social media platform X about firing striking workers.

Trump greets construction workers and union members at the construction site for a new JPMorgan Chase headquarters in Manhattan last April. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


SpaceX, Musk and a spokesperson for Trump did not immediately respond to requests for comment. Amazon declined to comment. Its founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.
The NLRB oversees unionization votes by workers and adjudicates allegations of illegal union busting. It has a staff of administrative law judges and regional directors that monitor and investigate activity in its purview, under the supervision of its five board members in D.C.
Employers found to have illegally retaliated against workers can face consequences, including having to reinstate fired employees or provide backpay. President Joe Biden's pick for NLRB general counsel, Jennifer Abruzzo, has frustrated companies by seeking to expand the types of damages paid by employers that break the law.
About 15,000 claims were filed with the NLRB in the fiscal year that ended in September, including by  unions and employers, agency data shows. About 40 percent resulted in settlements or board rulings.
Abruzzo said in an email that big companies have previously challenged its authority without success and noted that the Supreme Court upheld the board's constitutionality in 1937.
"The NLRB will continue to do what Congress has mandated it to do, despite the continued challenges," she said.

Jennifer Abruzzo, general counsel of the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB), during an interview in Washington on Feb. 7. (Nathan Howard/Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


Abruzzo is viewed as one of the most union-friendly people to serve in her role. Trump is widely expected to fire her, just as Biden fired Trump's previous pick on his first day in office.
If the NLRB loses much or all of its power, workers would be at higher risk for retaliation from employers, said attorney Dan Ocampo with the nonprofit National Employment Law Project.
"We once existed in a regime where there was no labor law, and it wasn't good for workers," he said. "It was the 19th century and cops were called in to break up strikes."
The flood of legal challenges against the NLRB began when SpaceX sued the board in January. The suit followed a board complaint alleging that SpaceX illegally retaliated against employees who claimed they had been wrongfully fired in 2022 for signing a letter accusing its chief executive, Musk, of bullying and intimidation.
On Monday, Michael Kenneally, an attorney representing SpaceX, argued before a panel of three judges in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit in New Orleans that the NLRB's actions against the company  were "unconstitutional."
The company claims that the law that created the NLRB in 1935 improperly prevents the president from removing its staff, including board members and judges, and gives officials an unconstitutional mix of judicial, executive and legislative powers.
Trevor S. Cox, an attorney representing Amazon on Monday, echoed SpaceX's arguments and said "Amazon would be irreparably harmed" if the board was allowed to continue its "unconstitutional proceedings." Amazon's involvement stems from its attempts to stop the unionization of warehouse workers on Staten Island after they voted to do so in 2022.

Workers rally in support of unionization in front of the Amazon LDJ-5 warehouse on Staten Island on April 24, 2022. (Calla Kessler for The Washington Post) 


The federal judges who questioned the two companies on Monday appeared skeptical of the employers' arguments, made after lower courts declined to stop the board's proceedings.
The SpaceX and Amazon cases are among at least 26 federal court cases challenging the board's constitutionality. Trader Joe's and Starbucks have also made similar arguments this year in NLRB proceedings. The Supreme Court will have the option of taking up the case if circuit courts reach conflicting decisions on some of those lawsuits.
Federal agencies structured similarly to the NLRB are increasingly being targeted by lawsuits, legal scholars say, because recent rulings by the conservative-dominated high court suggest it is willing to remove cornerstones of the administrative state.
"Trump was successful in getting conservative judges who were willing to stick their necks out," said Nelson Lichtenstein, a labor historian at the University of California at Santa Barbara.
One interpretation of the argument that the NLRB is unconstitutionally structured would point to abolishing the law that created it. But there are "other ways to undermine unionism" than "completely striking down the entire power of the NLRB," said Diana Reddy, a legal scholar at the University of California at Berkeley.
When Amazon attorney Amber Rogers was asked by a federal judge in a Sept. 24 hearing in Texas what the company envisioned would replace the NLRB if its case proved the agency unconstitutional, she initially said it was "not clear."

Demonstrators during a pro-labor rally in Seattle in 2022. (David Ryder/Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


Rogers went on to say it would be "up to Congress" to rewrite underlying law. In the meantime, she said that while some workplace matters could still be handled by the agency, others should receive a conventional trial by jury, a potentially more expensive and time-consuming process for workers.
Kate Andrias, who teaches labor and constitutional law at Columbia Law School, said an overnight return to the days before federal workers rights is not the most likely outcome. "More likely that we'll see that chipping away at the powers of the board than an immediate striking down of the board in its entirety," she said.
Lichtenstein agreed, saying the board's slow pace already favors companies, and the law underpinning prevents certain economically harmful tactics like secondary boycotts. "One reason we haven't had labor law reform for 60 years is labor laws that now exist work for companies," he said.
Kara Deniz, a spokesperson for the Teamsters union, which represents 1.3 million U.S. workers, said in a statement that because existing regulation already favors bosses, "workers are no longer relying solely on a governmental process."
The union has since June led the effort to unionize Amazon and said it will rely on actions such as strikes and walkouts rather than filing charges or holding union elections under the jurisdiction of the NLRB.
If the NLRB persists under the second Trump administration, lawyers and legal scholars agreed that unions are likely to bring fewer matters before the agency. Should Trump eradicate it, "we would see some really big strikes," said Reddy, the Berkeley law professor.
Randy Bryce, an ironworker in Wisconsin, agreed that in the absence of the board, workers would be forced to resolve conflicts the "same way we got unions in the first place -- by withholding our labor."
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Elon Musk emails reveal OpenAI's history of struggles over money and power
Dozens of pages of correspondence between Elon Musk, Sam Altman and other OpenAI founders show how the conflict over control of the company is years old.
By Gerrit De Vynck | 2024-11-21

OpenAI CEO Sam Altman, center, attends an Apple event in June 10 Cupertino, California. (Jeff Chiu/AP)


SAN FRANCISCO -- ChatGPT maker OpenAI is seen as the leader in developing the artificial intelligence technology captivating the tech industry. It's also known for corporate drama unusual even at a fast-growing start-up, including the firing and reinstatement of its CEO and a recent string of senior departures as it prepares to restructure from a nonprofit organization into a conventional company.
More than 60 pages of emails released in a lawsuit filed by OpenAI co-founder Elon Musk reveal the deep roots of recent tensions inside the company. They show how Musk and other co-founders squabbled from its earliest days over who would control the venture and how it should be funded -- questions that also drove later struggles at OpenAI.
The messages also underscore how a handful of rich men with competing financial interests and ideological goals have controlled a project ostensibly created to work on behalf of all humanity. It has created one of Silicon Valley's most valuable private companies, which recently raised $6.6 billion from investors.
Musk's latest suit, filed late last week, expands a complaint initially filed in February. The billionaire alleges that CEO Sam Altman and Microsoft conspired to overturn OpenAI's original mission of creating AI that is beneficial to humanity and instead chase profits.
OpenAI has said Musk's claims are baseless. A company spokesperson declined to comment.
OpenAI was founded as a nonprofit in late 2015 after Musk and start-up investor Altman discussed how Google's recent acquisition of AI start-up DeepMind meant the tech giant could establish a monopoly on super-intelligent AI in the future.
"Been thinking a lot about whether it's possible to stop humanity from developing AI," Altman wrote in an email to Musk in May 2015, according to the court filings. "If it's going to happen anyway, it seems like it would be good for someone other than Google to do it first."
Musk agreed, the filings show, becoming a central financial backer of the project and saying in another 2015 email that OpenAI was his "absolute top priority." Musk has said he gave about $50 million to the nonprofit.
But the billionaire, Altman and other key members of OpenAI's founding team were soon at odds over how to secure the additional huge resources the project needed and who should control OpenAI and its future technology, according to the filings.
Late in 2015, just as the project was about to go public, Altman asked Musk whether he could increase the annual pay of everyone who had agreed to join OpenAI by "100-200k," according to the emails, because he heard that Google's AI lab DeepMind was planning to make huge financial offers to "kill" the nascent organization.
Musk responded by offering to call potential employees personally to encourage them, the filings show. Early in 2016, he responded to details of compensation packages that included a $125,000 bonus that could be taken as stock in his rocket company SpaceX by writing "Let's go higher," his court filings show.
"Either we get the best people in the world or we will get whipped by Deepmind."
Despite telling the world that it had $1 billion in committed funding, OpenAI got far less -- it later disclosed that the nonprofit ultimately received donations totaling only about $130 million over the next few years.
On top of paying the six- and seven-figure salaries required to attract top AI researchers, OpenAI also needed to pay for access to high-end computer chips to power its projects.
In September 2016, according to the court filings, Altman sent Musk a draft agreement between OpenAI and Microsoft. It offered the AI start-up $60 million worth of cloud computing access for just $10 million, allowing it to train its AI models on Microsoft's computer chips. In apparent exchange for the discount, the agreement asked OpenAI to help "evangelize" Microsoft's products, which Musk opposed, according to the email exchange.
"This actually made me feel nauseous. It sucks and is exactly what I would expect from them," Musk wrote back to Altman, according to the court filings. But other emails released in the lawsuit show the billionaire was soon accused by his co-founders of wanting to compromise OpenAI's independence.
In 2017, OpenAI's founders realized that their mission would require billions of dollars annually that only a for-profit entity could secure, according to a company response to Musk's suit earlier this year.
An Aug. 28, 2017, email to Musk released in the court filings from Shivon Zilis, a Tesla executive and OpenAI adviser who later became mother to three of Musk's children, summarizes a conversation she had with two other key co-founders.
Greg Brockman, OpenAI's first chief technology officer and an experienced entrepreneur, and Ilya Sutskever, its top researcher who had been hired away from Google, had concerns about the company's financial future, Zilis wrote.
She said the pair insisted on a provision that would ensure no single person controlled OpenAI if it invented what they called AGI, or artificial general intelligence, a hypothetical future form of AI as smart and flexible -- or smarter -- than humans. They also wanted Musk to spend more time working on OpenAI, her summary said.
"This is very annoying," Musk replied, according to the court filings, telling Zilis to encourage Brockman and Sutskever to leave OpenAI and start their own company. "I've had enough."
A month later, according to the filings, Sutskever and Brockman sent an impassioned email to Musk and Altman. It laid out concerns that either of the two moguls could exploit changes to OpenAI's structure to amass more power for themselves.
"You stated that you don't want to control the final AGI, but during this negotiation, you've shown to us that absolute control is extremely important to you," they wrote in a section of the exchange addressed to Musk. "It is a bad idea to create a structure where you could become a dictator if you chose to."
To Altman, they wrote, "we haven't been able to fully trust your judgments throughout this process," according to the filings. "... Is AGI truly your primary motivation? How does it connect to your political goals?"
Musk responded to the email with an ultimatum of his own, according to his lawsuit. "I will no longer fund OpenAI until you have made a firm commitment to stay or I'm just being a fool who is essentially providing free funding for you to create a start-up. Discussions are over."
Subsequent emails released in Musk's filing show Zilis telling him that Altman, Brockman and Sutskever were happy for OpenAI to continue as a nonprofit -- but by the next year, the founders started arguing again over how to fund the expensive project.
Without major corporate funding, OpenAI was reliant on donations. In January 2018, Altman proposed that OpenAI create its own cryptocurrency that it could sell to raise more funds, according to the filings.
Musk shot down the idea, the released emails show, writing that it would "result in a massive loss of credibility for OpenAI" and that considering it had been, "in my opinion, an unwise diversion." He also warned that "OpenAI is on a path of certain failure relative to Google."
Days later, Musk proposed solving the funding problem by subsuming OpenAI into his own empire, as part of Tesla.
"Tesla is the only path that could even hope to hold a candle to Google," Musk said in an email to Brockman and Sutskever in the court filings. "Even then, the probability of being a counterweight to Google is small. It just isn't zero."
Musk officially left OpenAI soon after, but Altman and Zilis continued to send him emails about the company, according to the court filings.
In April 2018, they show that Altman asked Musk for his thoughts on releasing OpenAI's "charter," a document that included commitments like "our primary fiduciary duty is to humanity," and to make sure that if super-intelligent AI was developed, it would benefit everyone. Musk responded: "Sounds fine."
Nearly a year later, in March 2019, Altman became OpenAI's full-time chief executive. The same month, the nonprofit announced that it had created a "capped-profit" subsidiary.
It could provide a return to investors up to a total return of 100 times their original stake -- a level few investments ever reach -- after which additional profits would go to OpenAI's original nonprofit board, which remained tasked with spreading the benefits of AI to all.
The last email exchange in the filing takes place the day the capped-profit structure was announced, March 11, 2019. Musk sent Altman the headline from a news report on the announcement that mentioned his role as co-founder of the company. "Please be explicit that I have no financial interest in the for-profit arm of OpenAI," Musk wrote to Altman. "On it," he responded.
Despite Musk's and Altman's early fears, Google did not end up dominating AI technology. Instead, the reformulated OpenAI won major backing from Microsoft and became the company to beat after the 2022 release of ChatGPT triggered a flood of excitement about AI.
Musk responded by launching his second new AI company, xAI -- this time wholly under his control. He and Altman have not stopped sparring over the best path forward for AI technology.
The day Musk filed his updated lawsuit with the trove of emails last week, Altman taunted his former collaborator on the social network X. He took aim at xAI's chatbot Grok, which Musk has positioned as a less politically biased alternative to ChatGPT.
In his X post, Altman shared screenshots that appeared to show Grok favoring Vice President Kamala Harris over Donald Trump, now the president-elect. "Which one is supposed to be the left-wing propaganda machine again?" he wrote.
Nitasha Tiku contributed to this report.
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Nvidia sinks after strong earnings amid questions about Trump tariffs
The AI chip maker reported a 94 percent increase in revenue but depends on manufacturing plants in Taiwan, which Trump claims "stole our chip business."
By Shannon Najmabadi | 2024-11-21

Nvidia headquarters in Santa Clara, California. (Robert Galbraith/Reuters)


Nvidia's shares sank about 2 percent in after-hours trading Wednesday after the artificial intelligence chip maker posted quarterly earnings that beat estimates but apparently failed to convince investors it could maintain the huge recent growth that has made it one of the world's most valuable companies.
Nvidia's business, which draws significant revenue from China and depends on Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing to build its GPU chips, faces potential uncertainty under President-elect Donald Trump's future trade policies. He has proposed blanket tariffs on all imported goods and said Taiwan "stole our chip business."
Nvidia reported $35.1 billion in revenue for its third quarter ending Oct. 27, up 94 percent from the same period last year. The company anticipates about $37.5 billion in revenue next quarter.
Nvidia is the top supplier of chips that power generative AI tools like OpenAI's ChatGPT and stock energy-hungry data centers. The company could benefit from Trump's promises to enable AI development in the United States. He is expected to repeal a Biden-era executive order that he has said "hinders" AI innovation, and he said his energy policies will help meet the huge energy demands of data centers.
Nvidia founder and CEO Jensen Huang was asked on an investor call Wednesday about the potential effects on his company of any tariffs imposed by Trump, a question that has also been raised by some analysts. "Whatever the new administration decides, we will, of course, support the administration," Huang said.
Nvidia originally created its GPU chips, or graphics processing units, to render video game graphics. It still leads in that market but pivoted to also focus on AI after its products emerged as crucial to the machine-learning technology that powers capabilities such as image recognition and chatbots.
The company now dominates the AI chip market with a market capitalization of more than $3 trillion. Its earnings reports are highly anticipated as a barometer for the tech industry, the prospects for AI development and broader market sentiment.
Nvidia stock is one of the few ways amateur investors have found to directly cash in on the hype around AI, as many AI companies are private start-ups.
Dan Ives, global head of technology research at Wedbush Securities, said Nvidia's latest earnings showed its business looking strong. "These chips are the new gold and oil."
Other analysts said the company could be challenged by competition from other chip makers and supply constraints on the production of Nvidia's next-generation Blackwell chip. "There's little room for execution missteps in 2025," said eMarketer analyst Jacob Bourne.
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Kayaker accused of faking his own death is alive, authorities say
"I am safe and secure," Ryan Borgwardt said in a proof-of-life video that a Wisconsin sheriff played for the public.
By Jonathan Edwards | 2024-11-21

Views from around Green Lake, Wisconsin. (iStock)


Ryan Borgwardt -- the 44-year-old husband and father of three who is accused of staging a kayaking accident so he could fake his death, abandon his family and start a new life -- is alive, authorities said Thursday.
Green Lake County Sheriff Mark Podoll said his office has been communicating with Borgwardt over the past two weeks, including through a proof-of-life video Borgwardt sent him that the sheriff played for the public.
"I am safe and secure," Borgwardt says in the video.
At Thursday's news conference, Podoll said investigators believe Borgwardt is in Eastern Europe but have not been able to home in any further on his location. The sheriff pleaded with him to come home to his wife and three children who very much want him back in their lives.
It was the only time during the 20-minute news conference that the sheriff got choked up.
"Christmas is coming," he said, his voice straining, "and what better gift could he give his kids than to be there for Christmas?"
Earlier this month, Podell accused Borgwardt of faking his own death by staging his kayak and fishing gear to make it appear he drowned at Green Lake in August.
Law enforcement officers, volunteers and a nongovernmental organization spent months scouring the lake to find Borgwardt's body, before discovering Canadian authorities had run his name in the days after he disappeared. This led investigators to search his laptop and discover he had been communicating with a woman in Uzbekistan before his disappearance and had made inquiries about moving money to a foreign bank, Podell said at a Nov. 8 news conference.
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Illinois Supreme Court reverses actor Jussie Smollett's conviction
The court overturned the case based on the procedural issue of a due-process violation during the years of high-profile legal wrangling.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-11-21

Jussie Smollett, center, at court in Chicago in 2021. (Charles Rex Arbogast/AP)


The Illinois Supreme Court on Thursday announced it had overturned the 2021 felony conviction of Jussie Smollett, a television actor who became even more of a household name five years ago after prosecutors said he falsely reported that he had been the victim of a violent hate crime.
A jury convicted Smollett, a former actor on the USA Network's show "Empire," in 2021 of five counts of disorderly conduct. He was sentenced to 150 days in jail and ordered to pay a $25,000 fine along with $120,106 in restitution to the city of Chicago. (By the fifth season of "Empire," the actor was earning $100,000 per episode, The Washington Post has reported.)
The justices didn't deny that Smollett, a Black man who identifies as gay, had indeed staged a hate crime and publicly lied about being attacked. They wrote that they overturned the case because of a procedural issue -- a due-process violation -- during the years of high-profile legal wrangling.
"We are aware that this case has generated significant public interest and that many people were dissatisfied with the resolution of the original case and believed it to be unjust," the court wrote in its decision. "Nevertheless, what would be more unjust than the resolution of any one criminal case would be a holding from this court that the State was not bound to honor agreements upon which people have detrimentally relied."
This is a developing story. Check back soon for more.
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Father of Georgia school shooting suspect pleads not guilty to murder
The case against Colin Gray marks the first time the parent of an alleged school shooter has been charged with murder.
By Holly Bailey | 2024-11-21

Colin Gray, father of the suspect in the shooting at Apalachee High School, makes his first court appearance on Sept. 6 in Winder, Georgia. (Brynn Anderson/AP)


WINDER, Ga. -- A Georgia man facing murder and manslaughter charges after his 14-year-old son allegedly shot and killed four people at an Atlanta-area high school in September pleaded not guilty to all charges Thursday.
Colin Gray was indicted last month on 29 charges, including second-degree murder, manslaughter, cruelty to children and reckless conduct, in connection with the Sept. 4 attack at Apalachee High School, where his son, Colt, allegedly opened fire on students and staff. Two classmates and two teachers were killed, and several others were wounded.
Prosecutors have accused the elder Gray, 54, of allowing his son to have access to the AR-style rifle used in the attack even as he had "knowledge that he was a threat to himself and others." The case marks the first time the parent of an alleged school shooter has been charged with murder.
The elder Gray was scheduled to appear in Barrow County Superior Court on Thursday, but in a roughly five-minute court hearing, his attorneys Jimmy Berry and Brian Hobbs formally waived his appearance and entered a not guilty plea on his behalf.
The developments come nearly two months after Colt Gray allegedly smuggled an AR-style rifle, given to him as a Christmas gift by his father, into Apalachee High School inside his backpack and opened fire on students and staff after leaving his second-period algebra class.
After a confrontation with school resource officers at the scene, Colt Gray was detained. He is being held at a juvenile facility in Gainesville, Georgia, even as state officials say they plan to prosecute him as an adult. He entered a written plea of not guilty to all charges last month and faces life in prison if convicted.
Colin Gray was arrested and charged a day after the deadly shooting and has been detained without bond at the Barrow County Detention Center. Prosecutors have sought to portray Gray, who is being tried separately from his son, as a negligent father who ignored his child's deteriorating mental health and growing obsession with school shootings as he bought him a gun.
At a preliminary hearing for Colin Gray last month, an investigator testified that Colt Gray had maintained a "shrine" in his bedroom to previous school shootings, which included a photo of Nikolas Cruz, the gunman in the 2018 shooting at a high school in Parkland, Florida.
Colin Gray told law enforcement officials that he had noticed his son had replaced a photo of a rock musician on his wall with a photo of Cruz. When he asked his son who was in the photo, Colt Gray did not immediately answer, but later told his father it was the Parkland shooter.
When Colin Gray asked his son why Cruz was on his wall, Colt Gray allegedly said that he "just" was. "There wasn't any further discussion about that," testified Kelsey Ward, a special agent with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, recounting what the father told law enforcement.
Prosecutors have also called attention to the fact that Colin Gray did not call Apalachee High on the morning of the shooting, even after receiving disturbing text messages from his son and later from his daughter, a student at a nearby middle school that also went on lockdown after the shooting.
Instead, the elder Gray told investigators that he left work, went home and turned on the television, where he saw news of the attack, a GBI agent testified in October. He then checked to see whether the gun he had given his son for Christmas was in the house and found it missing.
When Barrow County sheriff's officers arrived at the Gray home, Colin Gray behaved in a "not surprised" manner about the shooting and showed no remorse, according to law enforcement testimony.
Late Wednesday, Colin Gray's attorneys filed a motion to suppress "any and all illegally-seized evidence" in the case -- including "any custodial statements" made by their client to law enforcement. The motion also sought to suppress "any physical evidence seized" and "any scientific or medical or chemical tests" performed on Gray's blood or "other bodily substance."
After the hearing, the attorneys said they expected to file additional motions in coming days -- including a request for Gray to be released on bond.
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'Potato cartel' mashed competition to raise french fry prices, lawsuits say
Several antitrust lawsuits accused top producers of conspiring to raise prices of frozen potato products, like french fries.
By Daniel Wu | 2024-11-21

Several lawsuits allege that four leading producers of frozen potato products conspired to artificially fix the prices of their spuds. (iStock) 


Have your french fries become more expensive? A "potato cartel" of leading food producers is to blame, five new federal lawsuits contend.
Cavendish Farms, Lamb Weston, McCain Foods and the J.R. Simplot Company, the four leading producers and sellers in the United States of frozen potato products like french fries, hash browns and Tater Tots, conspired to artificially fix the prices of their spuds by sharing trade information and coordinating price raises beginning in 2021, according to the antitrust lawsuits filed in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois within the past week.
The alleged tater plot by the four producers, which control over 95 percent of the market for frozen potato products, led prices for those products to increase by 47 percent between July 2022 and 2024, the lawsuits say.
McCain Foods denied that it had engaged in anticompetitive activity.
"McCain Foods strongly disputes any allegation that the company violated antitrust laws, or any other laws, with respect to the sale of frozen potato products," Charlie Angelakos, McCain Foods vice president of global external affairs and sustainability, said in a statement to The Washington Post. "McCain Foods intends to vigorously defend the recently filed lawsuits so that it can focus on what we do best: delivering high quality, affordable food to customers nationwide."
Cavendish Farms, Lamb Weston, and Simplot did not immediately respond to requests for comment Wednesday evening.
The allegations come after an election season dominated by concerns about the cost of living and as researchers and federal agencies have scrutinized the consolidation of top food producers, which experts say has driven up prices across American grocery aisles.
"When there are only a handful of players in the market, collusion is too appetizing for these companies to pass up," Lindsay Owens, executive director of D.C.-based economic think tank Groundwork Collaborative, said in a statement to The Post. "Price fixers must be held accountable but we must also work to make food markets more competitive."
The lawsuits allege that illegal price-fixing from Canada-based firms McCain Foods and Cavendish Farms, along with Lamb Weston and Simplot, both headquartered in Idaho, took place in a frozen potato market ripe for manipulation.
Demand for potatoes, the country's largest vegetable crop, has only grown in the past decade, according to the lawsuits. The demand for them is inelastic; there are few substitutes for grocers and restaurants looking to sate the country's appetite for fries and tots. The market is dominated by just four producers. Frozen potatoes are largely interchangeable products, which should lead competitors to differentiate themselves through pricing, the lawsuits state.
Despite this, McCain, Cavendish, Lamb Weston and Simplot moved in lockstep in announcing near-concurrent and near-identical price raises several times in 2021 and 2022, according to the lawsuits. At times, the competitors announced price raises within days of each other, with the same effective date, the lawsuits state.
Consumers noticed. One lawsuit cites an April 2022 social media post by a Washington D.C. bar that accused its suppliers of colluding and compiled a list of near-identical pricing increases from McCain, Cavendish, Lamb Weston and Simplot that began that month.
Several lawsuits also cite comments from executives at the four companies appearing to acknowledge efforts to collaborate and fix prices. The lawsuits do not specify whether the comments were public and how they were obtained, but some of the same comments appear in multiple lawsuits.
A former McCain Foods director allegedly said in 2023 that they wanted to compete with Lamb Weston on pricing but were told not to by "higher ups in the room." That year, a former Lamb Weston executive allegedly said of the company's competitors: "they are behaving themselves."
That executive added that they had "never seen margins this high in the history of the potato industry," the lawsuits allege. Lamb Weston said in October 2023 that its net income had increased 111 percent over the previous year, which its CEO attributed in part to "pricing actions."
Two of the lawsuits also name the National Potato Promotion Board, a trade association, and market research firm Circana as defendants. The lawsuits claim the two entities facilitated the alleged price-fixing by allowing the competitors to exchange data on spud pricing strategies. The National Potato Promotion Board and Circana did not immediately respond to requests for comment Wednesday evening.
Studies carried out after the disruption of the covid-19 pandemic have drawn attention to increasing consolidation among both grocery retailers and producers, which often drive up food prices. Consumers of other foods have also cried foul. McDonalds in October sued the country's top meat packers, alleging a price-fixing scheme for beef. Sugar makers faced similar accusations in a series of antitrust lawsuits brought by bakeries and restaurants in March.
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Jan. 6 rioter found guilty of plotting to kill FBI agents, DOJ says
Edward Kelley had created a "kill list" of FBI agents and other federal employees who investigated his role in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, the Justice Department said.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-11-21

Rioters loyal to then-president Donald Trump rally at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


A Tennessee man who was recently convicted of assaulting a police officer during the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol was found guilty in a separate case Wednesday for plotting to kill the law enforcement agents who investigated his role in the insurrection, the Justice Department said.
A federal jury convicted Edward Kelley, 35, of Maryville, Tennessee, of conspiring to murder federal employees, including FBI agents. Prosecutors said he created a "kill list" of the law enforcement staff who investigated him and had planned to attack an FBI office in Knoxville, Tennessee, with car bombs and incendiary devices.
The verdict comes about two weeks after Kelley was convicted of assaulting a police officer during the insurrection and other felony charges -- including one count of destruction of government property over $1,000 -- and misdemeanor charges, including disorderly conduct in a Capitol building. Kelley is among hundreds of people charged with assaulting or impeding law enforcement during the insurrection, which resulted in the deaths of five people.
An attorney representing Kelley did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday evening. Kelley's sentencing in the FBI plot case is scheduled for May, and he faces up to life in prison.
In May 2022, Kelley was arrested and charged with assaulting a police officer and damaging a door and window on Jan. 6, according to federal prosecutors. He used a piece of wood to smash a window next to the Senate Wing Door of the Capitol to break in before kicking open the door, allowing other rioters inside the building, officials said. Kelley spent about 40 minutes inside, according to the Justice Department.
While there, Kelley was part of a group of rioters who confronted Capitol Police Officer Eugene Goodman, the department said. In the month after the attack, Goodman was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal for directing rioters away from the Senate chamber.
Seven months after Kelley's arrest for assaulting an officer, the Justice Department said he and a co-conspirator, Austin Carter of Knoxville, were charged with conspiracy and retaliating against a federal official, among other offenses. Officials alleged that the pair discussed collecting information and plotting to kill law enforcement officials who had investigated Kelley. Carter pleaded guilty in the case in November 2023 but has not yet been sentenced.
In addition to Carter, Kelley had also recruited a third person to help with the plans. That person later cooperated with prosecutors as a witness.
According to a criminal complaint unsealed in December 2022, the witness gave the FBI a list of people Kelley had wanted more information on. The witness also agreed to make recordings of Kelley and Carter for the FBI, the complaint said.
In one of the recordings, Kelley told Carter and the witness: "Definitely make sure you got everything racked, locked up and loaded," according to the complaint.
Prosecutors played those recordings during Kelley's three-day trial in Tennessee, the Justice Department said Wednesday. During one recording, Kelley gave instructions to "attack" and "take out their office" if he was arrested again, referencing federal law enforcement.
"Every hit has to hurt," Kelley said in one recording, according to the Justice Department. "Every hit has to hurt."
Annie Gowen contributed to this report.
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Man found guilty, sentenced to life without parole in Laken Riley murder
Jose Ibarra, an undocumented immigrant, was accused of killing the Georgia nursing student in a case that Republicans made a flash point on immigration.
By Kim Bellware | 2024-11-20

Jose Ibarra listens through an interpreter during his trial at Athens-Clarke County Superior Court on Wednesday in Athens, Georgia. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP)


A Georgia judge sentenced Jose Antonio Ibarra to life in prison without the possibility of parole just hours after finding the Venezuelan national guilty on all counts in the murder of Laken Riley, a 22-year-old Augusta University nursing student whose February killing inflamed the immigration debate that became a central theme of this year's presidential election.
Athens-Clarke County Superior Court Judge H. Patrick Haggard announced the verdict and sentence Wednesday after a four-day bench trial of Ibarra, who entered the country illegally in 2022. Ibarra previously waived his right to a jury trial.
Gasping and crying could be heard off-camera on the courtroom live stream once Haggard read the first guilty verdict for the malice murder charge. The cries continued as the judge went down the list of charges that, in addition to murder, included kidnapping, aggravated assault, aggravated battery, hindering an emergency call, tampering with evidence and being a peeping Tom.
Ibarra did not visibly react as the verdict was read.
The body of Riley, a college junior who was an avid runner, was found brutally beaten near a wooded area on the University of Georgia campus in February after her roommates and her mother grew worried when she didn't come home from her run or answer phone calls.
Riley's killing was a focus of campaigning Republicans over the summer, with Donald Trump using the case to call for greater border security. Trump has frequently highlighted crimes committed by immigrants in his political messaging.

From left, Connolly Huth, Lauren Phillips and Sofia Magana at the trial Tuesday. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution/Pool/AP)


The prosecution painted Ibarra, 26, as a predator who encountered Riley as he "went hunting for females" at the university, wearing a black hat and hooded jacket as he set out near campus.
"When Laken Riley refused to be his rape victim, he bashed her skull in with a rock repeatedly," special prosecutor Sheila Ross said during her opening statement Friday. Ross said that Ibarra's DNA was found under Riley's fingernails and that his thumbprint was left on her phone screen. Ross added that surveillance footage would further show Ibarra attempting to dispose of evidence after the killing.
Defense attorney Dustin Kirby argued that the evidence in the case was "graphic and disturbing" but not strong enough to tie Ibarra to Riley's killing. The defense also disputed as speculative the prosecution's claim that Riley's killer intended to rape her, since the evidence did not indicate Riley was sexually assaulted.
"The evidence in this case is very good that Laken Riley was murdered," Kirby said during opening statements. "The evidence that Jose Ibarra killed Laken Riley is circumstantial. The evidence that anyone had any intent, or certainly committed any sexual assault, is speculative."
Prosecutors declined to seek the death penalty for Ibarra.

Supporters of Donald Trump hold images of Riley before he speaks at a rally in Rome, Georgia, on March 9. (Elijah Nouvelage/AFP/Getty Images)


The fast-moving trial was marked by emotional and at times graphic testimony that often drew sobs from Riley's loved ones, particularly her mother, Allyson Phillips, who wept as prosecutors detailed her daughter's final texts and phone calls.
Prosecutors from the start presented the case as a clear-cut instance of a man who violently killed his victim when she resisted him, a theory they said was bolstered by evidence such as DNA and fingerprints. They called more than two dozen witnesses, including Riley's roommates who went searching; forensic specialists who said Riley's phone and watch data put her in the same location as Ibarra's phone data; and a Georgia Bureau of Investigation medical examiner who testified that Riley died of the combined effects of blunt-force head trauma that fractured her skull and asphyxia.
"In order to find him not guilty, you have to disbelieve your own eyes," Ross told the judge Wednesday in her closing arguments as she displayed photos showing Ibarra covered with scratches that Ross said came from Riley. "She marked him for you to see."
The defense had argued that prosecutors were overwhelmingly relying on circumstantial evidence and offered alternative theories that one of Ibarra's brothers, Argenis and Diego Ibarra, could have killed Riley. Assistant public defender Kaitlyn Beck in her closing argument sought to cast doubt on the strength of the identifications made from surveillance video. She noted that Jose Ibarra was shorter and heavier than brother Diego and was wearing slide-on sandals the day of the killing, making it less likely he would have been able to catch and subdue Riley, who was athletic and a fast runner.
Ibarra's defense subpoenaed the brothers last week, but neither ultimately testified on the advice of their lawyers. Both brothers have been in federal custody since the day after the Riley murder on charges of green card and identification fraud. Jose Ibarra declined to take the stand in his defense.
"Evidence that is subject to more than one interpretation is not proof beyond a reasonable doubt," Beck said Wednesday.
The day of Riley's murder, she sent her mother a text message just before 9 a.m. to alert her that she was going for a run and available to talk -- her habit because she liked to chat with her mother during workouts, Riley's roommates testified. At 9:03, Riley made a final call to her mother, who didn't pick up.
Minutes later, data from Riley's Garmin watch showed that she activated the SOS function and went from a roughly 10-minute-mile pace to a dead stop. Seconds later, a 911 call was made from Riley's phone, but operators did not hear anyone before the caller disconnected. Operators called back but got no response. Within 17 minutes of the 911 call, Riley's watch data showed her heart rate as zero.
Just before 10 a.m., after three missed calls and an unanswered text, Riley's mother sent another message: "You're making me nervous not answering while you're out running. Are you OK?"
By the time Riley's mother had texted, a man who prosecutors said was Ibarra was seen on surveillance video from his apartment's parking lot tossing something into nearby bushes and another item into a recycling bin. Investigators later recovered a dark jacket with Riley's blood and strands of her hair caught in the buttons.
Riley and her three roommates shared their location data with one another, according to prosecutors, and when roommate Lilly Steiner saw Riley's location unchanged for a long period, she grew worried.
Several roommates ventured out to search for Riley using the "Find My Friends" location service. They found an AirPod earbud on the trail near where Riley's location was pinging and, assuming it must be Riley's, called University of Georgia police.
Riley's body was discovered later that day. Ibarra was arrested the following day.
News of Riley's death and Ibarra's immigration status quickly intensified the country's immigration debate, coinciding with President Joe Biden and then-candidate Trump's separate visits to the southern border.
Biden mentioned Riley in his March 7 State of the Union address, holding up a pin with Riley's name given to him by Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia).
Breaking from his prepared remarks, Biden said Riley had been "killed by an illegal" but added, "How many of thousands of people are being killed by legals?"
Research indicates that immigrants tend to be more law-abiding than native-born Americans, with little evidence supporting claims like Trump's that undocumented immigrants commit more crime than others.
For all the furor caused by Ibarra's immigration status, prosecutors barely invoked it at trial.
In a statement after the verdict, Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) politicized Riley's death, criticizing the "open border policies" that "failed" Riley and touting Georgia's efforts to address the border crisis. Kemp added that while he was glad that there was justice for Riley, "we continue to mourn her loss with her family and friends and know that she should still be with us today."
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Susan Smith, who drowned her sons in 1994, is denied parole. Here's what to know.
Smith has spent 30 years in prison for murdering her two young sons by driving them into a lake, in a case that drew worldwide attention.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-11-20
Susan Smith will remain behind bars after being denied parole Wednesday, following three decades in prison for drowning her two young sons by strapping them into a car and rolling it into a lake.
South Carolina's Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services rejected the 53-year-old's request for relief in the 1994 murders of her sons, 3-year-old Michael and 14-month-old Alexander. The details of Smith's murder trial captivated the country.
David Smith, the boys' father, told the parole board before the decision that his ex-wife needed more than 30 years in prison: "That's only 15 years per child, her own children. That's just not enough. So I'm asking that you please deny her parole today and hopefully in the future."
Here's what to know.
Smith sobbed on television in October 1994, claiming that Michael and Alexander had been kidnapped and begging for their return, The Washington Post reported. The world thought they were missing, but she knew where they were: at the bottom of a lake, their bodies trapped inside her car.
She ultimately told police she had thought about ending her own life as she drove her burgundy Mazda down a boat ramp and into John D. Long Lake in South Carolina's Union County, northwest of Columbia, but jumped out at the last minute. She left her children strapped into the car when she released the hand brake.
Smith -- who is White -- first told police that a Black gunman had carjacked her while at a stoplight, made her drive several miles, forced her out of the car and drove away with her sons inside.

On July 9, 1995, visitors walk down the ramp where Alex and Michael Smith were drowned in a car in Union, South Carolina. (Lou Krasky/AP)


Right away, her story didn't make sense to investigators. Their suspicion was confirmed when they discovered a letter to Smith from her lover -- the son of the chief executive of the company where she worked -- that indicated a motive for why she killed her children: The man wanted to be with her but didn't want children. Smith's attorney on Wednesday denied that reasoning, instead saying she was experiencing a mental break from reality when she killed her children.
It took nearly six minutes for the car to hit the lake's muddy bottom 18 feet below, according to an analysis by prosecutors, The Post reported during the trial.
Smith's trial, though not televised, was held at the same time as the O.J. Simpson trial television spectacle that consumed much of the nation's attention. In her town of 10,000 people, Smith seemed normal -- she was voted friendliest girl of her senior class at Union High School and knew lots of townsfolk from working the checkout line at a local Winn-Dixie.
But killings of children by their mothers have always drawn attention, from Diane Downs in 1983 to Christy Sheats in 2016.
Smith, who had admitted to the crime, declined to testify at her trial, in which she was eligible for the death penalty. Her attorneys painted her as a remorseful woman who was suffering a mental breakdown when she made a terrible choice. The state psychiatrist testified that she was fit to stand trial but shouldn't testify because doing so might be too harmful for her mental well-being, The Post reported.
Her husband, David Smith, at the trial's start sat in the third row with a laminated photo of their children pinned to his chest.
Prosecutor Tommy Pope told jurors that Susan Smith was a manipulative woman -- one who could make herself cry on cue. Pope, a Republican, is now South Carolina's House speaker pro tempore.

Former solicitor Tommy Pope, right, speaks during a news conference after a parole hearing for convicted murderer Susan Smith in Columbia, South Carolina, on Wednesday. (David Yeazell/AP)


Pope told the parole board Wednesday he is convinced Susan Smith killed her sons to be with the other man. He pointed to the fact that her wedding gown and wedding album were in the car with her children.
"If she could have put David in the car, she would have done that, too," he said.
Smith closed her eyes on July 29, 1995, when the court clerk read out loud that jurors had decided she wouldn't face the death penalty despite prosecutors' efforts.
Smith found herself at the center of controversy at the turn of the century when she admitted to having sex with at least two male prison guards. (That spurred an investigation that uncovered a wide-reaching sex scandal in the state's prison system, including some instances that occurred at the temporary Governor's Mansion and in historic buildings on the mansion grounds.)
Smith has also reached out to journalists. In 2015, she wrote the State newspaper in Columbia to say she never intended to kill her sons.
"I had planned to kill myself first and leave a note behind telling what had happened," Smith wrote to the newspaper. "I didn't believe I could face my family when the truth was revealed."

In an image taken from Court TV pool video, Susan Smith is seen testifying via video Wednesday at a South Carolina parole hearing. (Walter Ratliff/AP)


As for lying during the nine-day search, she wrote: "I didn't know how to tell the people who loved Michael and Alex that they would never see them again."
Smith was convicted in October for violating prison policy regarding a conversation with a documentary filmmaker, according to North Carolina television station WLOS. She agreed to provide contact information for her friends and family, and the filmmaker deposited money into Smith's inmate account. South Carolina prisoners can't do interviews over the phone, according to the station, only via letters. Smith lost access to phones, tablets and the canteen for 90 days starting Oct. 4.
When asked why the parole board should believe she would follow the rules outside prison considering her infractions while incarcerated, Smith said, "I know I made a lot of mistakes in here, and I have learned from them."
Soon after she was sentenced in 1995, The Post reported, a pair of black granite monuments about 5 feet tall and 2 feet wide were raised about 60 feet from the shoreline of the lake where Alex and Michael died.
On Wednesday, the seven-member parole board unanimously voted to keep Smith in prison -- the vote was 6-0, with board member Geraldine Miro recusing herself because she served as interim warden of a prison where Smith had been housed.
Smith began her comments by telling the board how sorry she was.
"I know that's not enough," she said, "... but it comes from the heart."
Smith's attorney, Tommy Thomas, told the board about her litany of mental health issues and suicide attempts.
"What she's asking today is to ask the board to consider a parole for her so maybe she can make something positive out of a horrific situation," Thomas said.

David Smith, with a photo of his two boys pinned to his chest, walks to a news conference after a parole hearing for Susan Smith in Columbia, South Carolina, on Wednesday. (David Yeazell/AP)


Two people spoke in support of Smith. About a dozen spoke against her, including her ex-husband.
David Smith, with a photo of his sons pinned to his chest, talked about what his life would be like if Susan Smith were denied parole, thus making her eligible for a parole hearing every two years.
"I miss them very much, and I love them very much," he said. "And I will be here every two years going forward to ensure that their death doesn't go in vain."
Marisa Iati contributed to this report.
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CDC warns of infection spread via body lice in homeless populations
Papers from the CDC highlights public health concerns over the difficulty of identifying and treating B. quintana among homeless populations.
By Mark Johnson, Sabrina Malhi | 2024-11-20

A body louse, also known as pediculus humanus. (Alastair Macewen/Getty Images)


A rare disease spread by body lice poses a danger to people experiencing homelessness and others who have received organ transplants from the infected, according to three papers released Wednesday by investigators at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The bacterial infection, known as Bartonella quintana, or trench fever as it was called during World War I, lives in the feces of body lice and can cause skin lesions, fever and bone pain. However, severe cases can lead to a potentially fatal infection of the heart valves.
Though the infection itself it is not new, the papers from the CDC published this week in the journal Emerging Infectious Diseases serve as a fresh warning to public health officials about the difficulty identifying and treating B. quintana within a vulnerable community.
The CDC cases included five people in New York who had experienced periods of homelessness outside of shelters, and two kidney transplant recipients who received their organs from the same deceased donor, a person with a history of homelessness. Two of the infected in New York died. A separate paper published recently described a cluster of six patients in Alberta who were infected in a span of less than two years, none fatally, after receiving organ transplants from people who had been homeless (a seventh patient was confirmed after the paper went to press).
B. quintana is not a reportable disease, and no one knows how many cases occur in the United States each year. The infection can be difficult to diagnose and is often missed because the bacteria grow slowly and take up to three weeks to reach detectable levels in routine blood tests. Because organ transplant recipients take medication to suppress their immune systems, they can suffer especially severe cases of B. quintana.
Grace E. Marx, an author on all three of the CDC papers and a medical epidemiologist for the center based in Fort Collins, Colorado, said the infection "is almost certainly underdiagnosed, under-recognized and undertreated, which then contributes to the potential for increased transmission."
Marx said the CDC is recommending that transplant facilities ask about the housing status of organ donors and that doctors consider the possibility of B. quintana when evaluating patients who are homeless or have received an organ from a donor who has been homeless.
"This was a great reminder of how important it is to ask extensive questions about people's past medical histories and exposures," said Meghan Brett, a health-care epidemiologist at University of New Mexico Hospital, who did not take part in the CDC investigation but read the reports.
The reports on B. quintana in the United States and Canada come as homelessness is rising. In 2023, unsheltered homelessness in the United States rose by 9.7 percent over the previous year, the largest one-year increase since data collection began in 2006, according to a report this year by the National Alliance to End Homelessness, a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization.
In Edmonton, Alberta, the number of homeless people jumped about 70 percent just between January and September, according to the organization Homeward Trust Edmonton.
Body lice, parasites about 3 millimeters in length, or the size of a sesame seed, do not actually live on the body, unlike head lice. They live in clothes and bedding, and spread when these items are shared by different individuals.
People experiencing homelessness outside shelters are especially vulnerable because they often do not have access to showers or washing machines. Hot water can kill body lice.
To thrive, body lice bite humans and feed on their blood. The bites trigger an allergic reaction that causes an intense itch; when people scratch, they inadvertently scratch in lice feces, and large amounts of bacteria enter their blood stream.
B. quintana infection in the blood can persist for months to years, often causing minimal or no symptoms. A person with B. quintana can spread it to uninfected body lice when the lice bite. Newly infected lice can then spread the bacteria to other people.
"It can be pretty disturbing to patients," said Dima Kabbani, a transplant infectious-disease physician at the University of Alberta and an author of the paper on the Alberta cases. She said some of the Alberta patients had skin lesions in the mouth and eyelids.
The CDC accounts of the five patients in New York -- four middle-aged men and an elderly woman -- underscored the difficulties of treating B. quintana in people experiencing homelessness. One patient's family had to be contacted after he missed several appointments, another patient refused treatment and lab testing and was legally deemed unable to make medical decisions, and a third reported that during a period of homelessness, he was unable to continue taking medications because they were stolen.
The two kidney transplant patients -- a 16-year-old boy and a 54-year-old man-- both survived, despite experiencing unusual symptoms from the infection.
Doctors treat infected patients with two classes of antibiotics: macrolides and tetracyclines. However, if left untreated, the bacteria grow and circulate, which can lead to endocarditis, an infection of the heart valves marked by fever, chills, chest pain and shortness of breath.
Carl Boodman, an infectious-diseases physician and medical microbiologist at the University of Manitoba, emphasized that the illness is uncommon for the general population but can run rampant in unhoused communities.
"It's a disease of poverty that's found all over the world," Boodman said, highlighting the prevalence of the bacteria in communities without access to showers or laundry facilities.
"If you're someone living your life and has access to running water and housing, you're not going to get this disease," Boodman added.
Several cities in the United States -- including San Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle and Austin -- established mobile or public showers and laundry services specifically to help minimize the spread of body lice and improve hygiene among vulnerable populations, but experts say the need for such resources far exceeds their availability.
"Everyone talks about the cost of housing people, but no one talks about the cost of leaving people behind, and this is an example of it," said Margot Kushel, a professor of medicine at the University of California at San Francisco who also directs the UCSF Benioff Homelessness and Housing Initiative.
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Calling bird watchers: New 'EagleCam' shows 'intimate lives' of bald eagles
A camera in Minnesota will follow a pair of bald eagles as they make their nest and raise chicks. A previous eagle pair's nest collapsed in a storm in 2023. 
By Annabelle Timsit | 2024-11-20

A pair of eagles that were followed by viewers worldwide on the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources EagleCam are shown in this undated photo from the agency in 2023, from a nest in an undisclosed location. (AP) 


Bird lovers from around the world can look forward to some feathery reality TV drama -- a wildlife camera in Minnesota is about to go live, giving an up-close-and-personal window into the nest of a pair of bald eagles as they navigate daily life and (hopefully) raise their babies.
Starting Thursday, the camera, known as EagleCam and installed by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, will go live on YouTube and the department's website -- and it's expected to be popular, given that a previous EagleCam from the department attracted hundreds of thousands of viewers who followed the lives of their favorite eagles, including an eagle pair that became known as "Nancy and Beau."
The new camera is placed in an undisclosed location where a new eagle pair have nested for at least four years and reared "several broods of eaglets," according to the department. It will provide viewers with an insight into the "intimate lives of breeding birds, providing a virtual experience in nature," the department said, adding the stream was expected to show the adult birds court each other while building up their nest, as well as hatching and raising chicks. Organizers hope it will educate the public about wildlife conservation efforts.
Minnesota has one of the largest populations of bald eagles in the United States -- though, as The Washington Post previously reported, bird flu is threatening the iconic species.
The original EagleCam, which first went live in 2013, became popular, and attracted 341,828 viewers across all 50 states and 127 countries during the 2021-2022 nesting season alone, according to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.
Over the years, the original EagleCam followed "two adult female eagles and a series of male partners" as they nested and produced 15 chicks, the department said. "Nancy and Beau" were fan favorites before the tree branch that their nest rested on collapsed in a snowstorm in April 2023, resulting in the death of their chick. The loss left many viewers devastated, one viewer posting in a group dedicated to the eagle camera that she hadn't realized "how attached I was to my 'Eagle' family" and watching them hunkering down in the winter evenings.
Eagle-loving social media users have been celebrating the news of the new camera online, with one posting that it had "been so long" and another saying that she "so missed the old one." The original EagleCam will also be turned on, because "Nancy" and "Beau," who built a new nest nearby, are known to visit the location of their old nest.
But new viewers expecting just pastoral tranquility or heartwarming scenes should be warned: nature can be violent as well as beautiful. In one incident, an eagle chick pushed its sibling out of the nest, and that bird had to be euthanized, Lori Naumann, the manager of the EagleCam project and a spokeswoman for the department's Nongame Wildlife Program, said last year.
Once the new camera is turned on, viewers can expect things to be relatively quiet at first since "it's not really breeding season right now," Naumann told journalists, according to the Associated Press.
Around mid-November, bald eagles begin to gather large sticks and other material to build their nest in preparation for nesting, breeding and hatching season. This is a "bonding activity" for them, according to the department. As winter progresses, "the pair typically increase their activity at the nest" -- what Naumann described as "courtship behavior ... ramping up."
"They actively build the nest together, showing their dedication to each other and their worthiness of being a partner," Naumann said, according to the AP.
By mid-February, the eagle pairs will typically have up to three eggs, the department said. Both the male and female bald eagles will take part in incubating the eggs, a process that lasts about 35 days. Once the eggs hatch, they will jointly care for their chicks, according to the department.
Last year, Naumann said in a Q&A posted on the department's website that the idea behind the original EagleCam was "to educate the public about eagles and encourage interest in Minnesota wildlife and conservation efforts."
The project especially took off during the pandemic, Naumann said, when many people were stuck at home and craving entertainment and a taste of nature. Now, she added, students watch the EagleCam in "classrooms all over the world," schools "have contests naming the chicks" and the Nongame Wildlife Program receives "letters from elementary schools almost every year." The camera has also encouraged more people to donate to the program, she said.
"Anything that gets people engaged with birds or gets them to notice birds is a good thing, because that leads to conservation," Sharon Stiteler, a Minnesota-based birder and writer who goes by Birdchick, previously told The Post. "But sometimes I enjoy the drama that people generate over it more than the drama in the nest."
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        Live updates: Israel and U.S. condemn ICC arrest warrants; other nations vow to enforce
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        The court issued warrants for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the former defense minister "for crimes against humanity and war crimes." It also issued a warrant for a Hamas military leader.

      

      
        Ukraine says Russia fires 'new' ballistic missile, calls it an escalation
        David   Stern, Karen DeYoung, Ellen Francis
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Live updates: Israel and U.S. condemn ICC arrest warrants; other nations vow to enforce
The court issued warrants for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the former defense minister "for crimes against humanity and war crimes." It also issued a warrant for a Hamas military leader.
By Kareem Fahim, Vivian Ho, Frances Vinall, Adam Taylor, Mikhail Klimentov, Karen DeYoung, Alon Rom, Ellen Francis, Hari Raj, Suzan Haidamous, Mohamad  El Chamaa | 2024-11-21
The U.S. and Israel criticized the International Criminal Court for issuing arrest warrants Thursday for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and former defense minister Yoav Gallant -- even as a slew of other countries said they would enforce the court's order. The warrants accuse Netanyahu and Gallant of "crimes against humanity and war crimes" relating to Israel's military operations in the Gaza Strip. There are 124 countries -- including all 27 members of the European Union -- that are parties to the Rome Statute, a United Nations treaty that created the International Criminal Court. Entering those countries would open the subjects of the warrants up to the risk of arrest.
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Ukraine says Russia fires 'new' ballistic missile, calls it an escalation
A U.S. official described it as a experimental medium-range missile and the strike comes as Ukraine is using U.S.-supplied missiles against targets in Russia.
By David   Stern, Karen DeYoung, Ellen Francis | 2024-11-21

The aftermath of a Russian missile strike in Dnipro, Ukraine, on Thursday. (Mykola Synelnykov/Reuters)


KYIV -- Russian forces launched an experimental medium-range ballistic missile at Ukraine, according to a U.S. official, hitting the southern town of Dnipro in the latest salvo of an escalating rocket battle between the two nations.
Ukraine's air force initially identified it as a intercontinental ballistic missile. The U.S. official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue, said this was an experimental missile and Russia only has limited stocks of it.
"Russia may be seeking to use this capability to try to intimidate Ukraine and its supporters," the official said. "It will not be a gamechanger in this conflict."
The strike comes two days after Ukrainian forces fired U.S.-made ATACMS missiles into Russia for the first time, following the Biden administration's decision to lift restrictions on their use inside Russia. In addition, Russia reported that British-made Storm Shadow missiles were fired into its territory Wednesday.
Russia's Defense Ministry said in its daily report Thursday that its air defense systems "shot down two U.K.-made Storm Shadow cruise missiles," but it did not provide any further details. Russian military bloggers reported earlier that the missiles were fired at targets in Russia's Kursk region. British media outlets, including the BBC, confirmed the attacks, citing unidentified officials, but there have been no official statements.
British officials were previously vocal in supporting Ukraine using their missiles against Russia, but Britain appeared unwilling to act alone while the United States kept its ban. British officials hinted at a possible change this week, saying the government was working in cooperation with the United States.
Asked in Parliament whether Britain planned to "align with the United States" in granting Kyiv permission to use the British-supplied missiles, Maria Eagle, the minister of state for defense procurement, said the British government "absolutely" intended to "align with our allies in making sure that Ukraine can make use of the capability that has been offered" by its backers.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov called the use of the Storm Shadows a "new escalation." He did not confirm the use of the ICBM, referring questions to the Defense Ministry.
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova appeared to take a call during her Thursday briefing in which an unknown person instructed her that the ministry is "not commenting" on the alleged launch of a ballistic missile.
"About ballistic missile strikes, which is forbidden to even talk about, we are not commenting on that at all," said the person, the sound of whose voice was picked up on a microphone and could be heard clearly in the briefing. The moment was caught on a live stream of the briefing and was later cut from the ministry's official video of the conference.
Zakharova later told Russian state news agency Tass that the call was just an expert clarifying that the topic was not for the ministry. "So there is no intrigue," she said.
In Thursday's attack on Dnipro, the missile was launched from Russia's Astrakhan region on the Caspian Sea, which is more than 600 miles away, Ukraine's air force said on Telegram.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, in a statement, also suggested that Russia had fired a ICBM. "Today there was a new Russian rocket," he said. "All characteristics -- speed, altitude -- of an intercontinental ballistic missile. Examinations are now underway. It is obvious that [Russian President Vladimir] Putin is using Ukraine as a training ground."
The attack began about 5 a.m., lasted two hours and included a shorter-range Kinzhal ballistic missile and seven cruise missiles, the air force said. Ukrainian air defenses shot down six cruise missiles, and "the other missiles [were] without significant consequences," it said.
Local authorities said only that a rehabilitation center for people with disabilities was damaged, but Ukrainian military officials do not typically comment if sensitive facilities are hit. Russian military bloggers, meanwhile, suggested the target was a factory making long-range missiles.
One important factor is the choice of the weapon and the message Moscow intended to send, said Tom Karako, director of the missile defense project at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. The launch came soon after the Biden administration authorized Ukraine to fire U.S.-provided ballistic missiles into Ukraine, and the attack could be interpreted as a response.
"I think it's important not to get hung up on whether it is a quote, unquote ICBM," Karako said. "But rather that it is a big rocket with a big payload, and that it is a particular kind of rocket that comes with some nuclear saber rattling as baggage."
The change in Western policy to allow Ukraine to use U.S. and British weapons to strike inside Russia follows Moscow's deployment of more than 10,000 North Korean troops to its Kursk region, where heavy fighting is taking place between Russian and Ukrainian forces.
U.S. officials emphasize that Washington is not at war with Russia. However, they also say they view the deployment of North Korean troops as escalatory, and that the change in policy was intended in part to deter Pyongyang from sending additional forces.
At a Group of 20 summit in Brazil, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer said this week he was "not going to get into operational details" on missiles in Ukraine "because the only winner, if we were to do that, is Putin."
"I've been really clear for a long time now, we need to double down," he said. "We need to make sure Ukraine has what is necessary for as long as necessary."
DeYoung reported from Washington, Francis from Brussels. Alex Horton in Washington, Serhii Korolchuk in Kyiv, Francesca Ebel in London and Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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U.S. case against Adani targets a close ally of Indian prime minister 
Adani is seen as an arm of Indian domestic and foreign policy -- and a proxy for Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
By Gerry Shih, Karishma Mehrotra, Anant Gupta | 2024-11-21

Gautam Adani, chairman of Adani Group, at his company's headquarters in Ahmedabad, India, in May. (Sumit Dayal/Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


NEW DELHI -- When U.S. prosecutors Wednesday unveiled fraud and bribery allegations against Gautam Adani, they charged not just one of India's top business figures but a man seen as an arm of Indian domestic and foreign policy -- and a proxy for Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The billionaire has accompanied Modi on trips abroad and struck infrastructure deals with India's geopolitical partners, from Sri Lanka to Israel. At home, he has followed Modi's energy and manufacturing policies, helped him broker political alliances and encouraged patriotic Indians to view his business success as a reflection of India's rise.
Given Adani's closeness to the prime minister, the federal charges could complicate U.S.-India relations just weeks before President-elect Donald Trump's second term begins, analysts said.
In recent years, Adani has faced mounting scrutiny from domestic critics and foreign investors over what they said were tax breaks and favorable treatment he has received from Modi and friendly foreign governments. But officials from Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party have often rallied around Adani and characterized his critics as enemies of India.
"The Biden administration was hoping to go out on a high note with India, and this will obviously sour the mood," said Milan Vaishnav, director of the South Asia program at the Brookings Institution.
On Wednesday, the Justice Department and the Securities Exchange Commission accused Adani, his nephew Sagar Adani and six associates of lying to U.S. investors about their business practices between 2020 and 2024. In that time, according to court documents, Gautam Adani's fast-growing conglomerate was seeking to sell more than $1 billion in bonds, and Adani and his associates assured investors that they followed the law even as they conspired to bribe Indian officials with $250 million in payments.
In the indictment, prosecutors say they detained Sagar Adani in the United States in 2023 and obtained evidence from his confiscated phone. Arrest warrants have been issued for Gautam Adani and his nephew, court records show.
The Adani Group has denied the allegations as "baseless" and said in a statement it would seek "all possible legal recourse."
Another $600 million bond offering the company had been pitching was called off in the wake of the U.S. allegations, the company told Indian regulators Thursday. Whatever the cases' outcome, the charges could threaten Adani's access to global capital markets and derail his ambitious domestic and overseas plans, which have often overlapped with Modi's development agenda.
"What this for the first time reveals is a paper trail," said Ashoka Mody, a Princeton economist. "It has taken the U.S. judicial system to unearth a vast alleged bribery scheme."
Since 2014, when Modi campaigned to become prime minister while flying on an Adani Group jet, the conglomerate has played a key role behind the Indian leader's push to modernize India's infrastructure. Adani has acquired eight airports and 13 seaports that account for a quarter of India's air passenger traffic and 24 percent of its seaport capacity.
After Modi outlined ambitious plans for India to shift toward renewable energy, Adani -- briefly ranked the world's second-richest man in 2022 -- spent billions pivoting to the solar panel industry. And as Modi began to play a greater role on the international stage and present India as the leader of the Global South countries, Adani, too, has ventured abroad to strike a growing number of strategic deals.
He contracted with Bangladesh to provide power at highly favorable rates, beat Chinese bidders to acquire the Haifa Port in Israel, and sought to lease the Nairobi airport in Kenya. After Sri Lanka handed control of a strategic port to China in 2017, alarming officials in both New Delhi and Washington, the U.S. government announced it would back Adani with a $500 million investment to build another port terminal in the Sri Lankan capital.
"When you think of Adani, you think of Modi," said Harish Damodaran, author of the book "India's New Capitalists." "Modi has been clear that foreign policy should advance India's economic interests, which has often been synonymous with the interests of a few conglomerates, particularly Adani."
Some Indian and U.S. analysts say that law enforcement cases should be seen as distinct from the overall U.S. policy toward India. Nevertheless, bilateral ties over the past year have been affected by another federal case alleging that an Indian intelligence officer attempted to assassinate an American Sikh separatist on U.S. soil.
On Thursday, Indian hard-liners warned that the Adani case could have diplomatic repercussions. "The U.S. should focus on cleaning up in its own house," said former Indian foreign secretary Kanwal Sibal. "Such buccaneering will cost India-U.S. relations."
It is unclear how Trump, who has a close relationship with Modi and whose victory was widely celebrated among the Indian right, will respond to the charges. But analysts say it would be unsurprising if the Modi government intervened on Adani's behalf.
"You can bet that behind-the-scenes conversations are already happening with the Trump team to take their temperature," Vaishnav said.
This month, hours after Trump clinched the U.S. election, Adani praised Trump on X as the "embodiment of unbreakable tenacity, unshakable grit, relentless determination." A few days later, he posted again, tagging Trump and speaking of collaboration between nations.
"As the partnership between India and the United States deepens, the Adani Group is committed to leveraging its global expertise and invest $10 billion in U.S. energy security and resilient infrastructure projects, aiming to create up to 15,000 jobs," he wrote.
He added three emojis: an Indian flag, an American flag and a handshake.
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Iceland volcano spews glowing lava in seventh eruption in a year
The eruption -- the 10th on the Reykjanes Peninsula since 2021 -- began with little warning. The nearby town of Grindavik and the Blue Lagoon were evacuated.
By Victoria Bisset | 2024-11-21

A volcano in southwestern Iceland erupted for the seventh time since December on Nov. 11, sending plumes of smoke into the air as bright orange lava spewed.


A volcano in southwestern Iceland erupted for the seventh time since December overnight, sending plumes of smoke into the air as bright orange lava spewed.
The latest eruption -- the 10th on the Reykjanes Peninsula since 2021 -- began late Wednesday night with little warning, according to the Icelandic Meteorological Office.
As of Thursday, there were no reports of casualties. The town of Grindavik and the Blue Lagoon geothermal spa, which are near the site of the eruption, were evacuated, officials said. There was no disruption to flights in the region, though roads around the eruption site were closed, emergency and Foreign Ministry officials said.
There is no threat to the region, emergency officials said, adding that gas emissions from the eruption are expected to move southwards and out to sea over the coming days.

(Marco di Marco/AP)



(Marco di Marco/AP)


The fissure created by the eruption was estimated to be around 1.8 miles in length, the meteorological office said.
Magnus Tumi Gudmundsson, a geophysics professor at the University of Iceland who flew over the site of the eruption on Wednesday night, told The Washington Post in an email Thursday that the fissure opened up at the same location as earlier eruptions.
Gudmundsson said that as of Thursday afternoon, the lava had reached the Blue Lagoon's parking lot. He added that barriers to protect Grindavik, the Blue Lagoon and the nearby Svartsengi Power Plant "have been effective so far."
"There is of course no guarantee that they will hold, but as the flow rate of the lava is now declining, they are not in serious danger for now," he said.
The meteorological office said Wednesday night's eruption was "significantly smaller" than the last eruption, which took place in August.
Unlike previous eruptions, "seismic activity did not start increasing in the weeks leading up to this eruption," it said, with the first signs appearing around 45 minutes before the eruption began at 11:14 p.m. The eruption appeared to have peaked at 2 a.m., the agency said.

The volcanic eruption as seen from the road to Grindavik in Iceland, on Wednesday. (Marco di Marco/AP)


Grindavik, which has been affected by the volcano's previous eruptions, is located about 30 miles southwest of Reykjavik, the capital of Iceland. The Blue Lagoon, one of the country's most popular tourist destinations, was closed Thursday.
The evacuation of around "50 or 60" homes in the town "went very smoothly," Iceland's civil management and emergency department said. "There was no immediate danger and the residents were well-versed in how evacuations were carried out," it added.

(Marco di Marco/AP)


The two most recent eruptions in the area took place in August and May. Authorities said at the time that the May eruption may have been the most vigorous in the area to date.
It's unclear how long this period of increased activity will last, Gudmundsson said, but he noted that previous episodes suggested volcanic eruptions in the area could be followed by a period of around 100 to 150 years of no volcanic activity.
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World's tallest and shortest women meet for afternoon tea in London
The world's tallest woman, Rumeysa Gelgi, met with the shortest woman, Jyoti Amge, bonding over their shared interests while celebrating their differences.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-11-21

The world's tallest and shortest women met for the first time at London's Savoy Hotel on Nov. 19 to mark the 20th annual Guinness World Records Day.


LONDON -- The world's tallest woman and the world's shortest woman met for the first time this week, sipping tea from china cups -- and bonding over what they have in common while celebrating their differences.
Rumeysa Gelgi, from Turkey, stands at 7 feet and 0.7 inches, while Jyoti Amge, from India, is 2 feet and 0.7 inches.
"You're so beautiful," said Gelgi, 27. "Thank you -- you too," replied Amge, 30.

Jyoti Amge, left, and Rumeysa Gelgi meet for the first time. (Guinness World Records Day 2024)


Their meeting, over afternoon tea at London's Savoy Hotel on Tuesday, came ahead of Guinness World Records Day, which is held annually in November to mark record-breaking achievements and encourage people to attempt records.  The pair have been honored as "World Record icons" in the 70th anniversary edition of the Guinness World Records book.
"Meeting Jyoti for the first time was wonderful," Gelgi said in a release Wednesday. "She's the most gorgeous lady. I was waiting to meet her for a long time."
Gelgi said the pair bonded over their love for makeup, jewelry and doing their nails.
Video footage showed them sitting down for tea, cakes and sandwiches stacked next to them, with the London Eye visible from the window.
Amge said in the release that she was "so happy to look up" and see the world's tallest woman, whom she called "good-natured." She added that it was difficult at times for the pair to make eye contact "due to our height difference."
"Guinness World Records is all about celebrating differences," its editor in chief, Craig Glenday, said in a statement ahead of Guinness World Record Day, which is on Thursday.
"By bringing together these two amazing, iconic women, they can share their perspectives on life with each other and, also, with us," Glenday said.

Amge and Gelgi at the Savoy Hotel. (Guinness World Records Day 2024)


Gelgi's record-breaking height is due to a rare genetic condition called Weaver syndrome, which causes rapid growth, according to the National Organization for Rare Disorders.
The primary symptom is growth and bone development that occurs faster than usual, making those affected taller than average. People with Weaver syndrome may have rigid muscles and difficulty extending their elbows or knees.
Gelgi used a walking aid for support during the pair's meeting. Her case of Weaver syndrome was the 27th ever diagnosed and the first in Turkey, according to Guinness World Records.
Gelgi, who works as a web developer, also holds other records: the widest hand span on a living person (female), the longest back on living person (female) and the longest ears on a person (female).
Weaver syndrome is generally caused by changes in the EZH2 gene, according to the NORD, though the organization notes that some people with Weaver syndrome do not have a mutation in the gene.
Amge, an actor who played the character of Ma Petite in the television series "American Horror Story," has a genetic growth disorder that occurs in the early stages of fetal development, known as achondroplasia.
According to Johns Hopkins, the condition causes shorter bones, abnormally shaped bones and shorter stature. While the genetic defect can be passed from parent to child, in about 80 percent of cases, achondroplasia results from a spontaneous mutation that occurs in the developing embryo.
On Thursday, Gelgi shared photos on Instagram of the two exploring London despite the cold weather, posing side by side in front of Tower Bridge.
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Billionaire Gautam Adani indicted in New York in alleged bribery scheme
Indian energy mogul Gautam Adani, an ally of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, was indicted in New York on bribery charges involving solar energy supply contracts.
By Shayna Jacobs, Bryan Pietsch | 2024-11-21

Gautam Adani addresses a January summit in Gandhinagar, India. (Ajit Solanki/AP)


NEW YORK -- An Indian billionaire and power broker in the global energy industry has been indicted in the United States on charges related to $250 million in bribes promised to Indian government officials to secure solar energy supply contracts, federal prosecutors said Wednesday.
Justice Department officials said 62-year-old Gautam Adani, his nephew and several other executives of a renewable energy company also deceived U.S. investors and international financial institutions when they made false representations about their company's anti-bribery practices.
Prosecutors allege the bribery scheme was hatched from 2020 to 2024 and projected to make Adani's business $2 billion in profits over a two-decade period. Adani, who founded the Adani Group conglomerate, is accused of having in-person discussions with an Indian official in connection with the bribery arrangements.
Adani, his nephew Sagar Adani and executive Vneet Jaain of subsidiary Adani Green Energy were indicted on charges of conspiracy to commit wire fraud and securities fraud and substantive securities fraud.
Four of Adani's business associates were charged with conspiracy to obstruct justice, accused of attempting to conceal the illegal activities and their knowledge of crimes from investigators.
None of the people charged in the matter are in custody. But electronic court records show that judges have approved arrest warrants for Adani and his nephew.
U.S. Attorney Breon Peace said in a statement that the defendants lied about their activities in India while trying to secure funding from U.S. investors and investors in other countries.
In a parallel lawsuit filed Wednesday, the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission said Adani and his nephew were "falsely touting the company's compliance with anti-bribery principles" to U.S. investors in 2021, when they were in the process of pitching buyers on $750 million in Adani bonds.
Adani Green Energy also said it would call off another bond issuance worth $600 million after the SEC and Justice Department unveiled their cases Wednesday.
In a statement, the Adani Group called the charges and lawsuit "baseless" and said it would seek "all possible legal recourse."
In the Justice Department's indictment, prosecutors allege that electronic evidence confirmed aspects of the investigation.
Sagar Adani had notes on his cellphone that tracked the region where a bribe was paid, the amount paid and the expected contract size for solar power business that his company would be expected to provide in return, according to the 54-page indictment.
Cyril Cabanes, Saurabh Agarwal, Deepak Malhotra and Rupesh Agarwal are associates who are accused of destroying evidence and trying to mislead federal investigators who were looking into possible Adani-related corruption.
Text messages cited in the indictment allegedly reveal efforts by those associates to manage a crisis unfolding because of the U.S. government's investigations. Those efforts included lying directly to investigators.
The Indian Embassy in Washington did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Adani's indictment follows a wave of other allegations that have tarnished his net worth and jeopardized his standing in the business community.
Adani was once Asia's richest man -- and briefly the world's second-richest person -- but previous allegations of fraud slashed the value of his companies, significantly cutting into his wealth.
Last year, Hindenburg Research, a U.S. investment firm that investigates companies in an effort to discover potential shortfalls or wrongdoing and then short their stocks, alleged that Adani had artificially inflated the share prices of his companies by using shell companies linked to his family members.
Those allegations led to a massive sell-off in Adani subsidiaries, forcing Indian markets to halt the trading of some Adani businesses. Adani denied the allegations, but his wealth and perhaps his reputation did not fully recover.
He is now the 18th-richest person in the world, according to Bloomberg's Billionaire Index, one spot behind Indian businessman Mukesh Ambani. Adani has close ties with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The Washington Post has previously reported that Indian government officials have bent to the will of Adani's businesses, even when projects appeared to make little economic sense or were opposed by local leaders.
An Adani coal plant in Godda, India, was erected despite opposition from locals, including a lawmaker who went on a hunger strike in protest. He was jailed for six months.
The Indian government has touted renewable energy reforms, but on at least three occasions, it changed laws to help Adani's coal businesses, saving him at least $1 billion, The Post reported.
Pietsch reported from Washington. Niha Masih in Seoul and Gerry Shih in New Delhi contributed to this report.
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Paws up! Police find shoe thief at a kindergarten is actually a weasel.
Police in southwest Japan installed cameras after nearly two dozen children's shoes went missing from Gosho Kodomo-en kindergarten in Fukuoka. The culprit? A weasel.
By Naomi Schanen | 2024-11-21

Video provided by Kasuya police station in Fukuoka prefecture showed a weasel stealing shoes from Gosho Kodomo-en kindergarten in Fukuoka on Nov. 11.


Children's shoes were disappearing in droves from a local kindergarten -- and it worried parents and teachers so much that the police were called.
At the scene of the crime, in southwest Japan, shoes were scattered across the school grounds -- some in a pile by the entrance, others stuck in the fence. It looked like the work of a clumsy or hurried thief.
Five pairs of shoes and five single shoes -- 15 in total -- went missing from the premises of Gosho Kodomo-en kindergarten in the city of Koga in Fukuoka prefecture on Nov. 6. The following morning, six more shoes were missing.
"We thought we were dealing with someone disturbed, someone with an obsession with children's shoes perhaps," the deputy of Kasuya police station in Fukuoka, Hiroaki Inada, told The Washington Post in a phone interview.
Police installed three cameras and began investigating the incidents on suspicion of theft.
It was four days before another shoe went missing. Police combed through the video footage, hoping to finally catch their culprit red-handed.
Red-pawed might be more accurate: A sneaky weasel could be seen cautiously approaching cubbyholes storing children's shoes at 7:40 p.m., before dashing off with a single white shoe in its mouth.
It's not clear if the weasel was working alone or if others were involved in earlier incidents.

Cameras installed by Kasuya Police Station captured the moment a weasel snuck into Gosho Kodomo-en kindergarten in Fukuoka and stole children's shoes. (Courtesy of Fukuoka Prefecture Kasuya Police Station)


The endearing video from Nov. 11, released by Kasuya police station, brought solace -- and laughs -- to the school.
"We were very relieved to find out it was just an animal," kindergarten director Yoshihide Saito said in a phone interview. "If it had been someone sketchy, we kept thinking, 'would they escalate further?'" Gosho Kodomo-en kindergarten had asked police to patrol the school grounds after detectives were unable to locate any footprints or evidence from the first heist.
"None of us were expecting this to turn into such a big media story," he said. "The kids love the weasel. They think it's so cute when we show them the video."

Weasels are notorious for stealing and stashing. (Schaef1/Getty Images/iStockphoto)


In Japan, it is customary to remove outdoor shoes before entering homes and certain establishments, including schools, to maintain cleanliness indoors and show respect for shared spaces. Canvas slip-on room shoes called uwabaki ("upper footwear") are worn by students and teachers in Japanese schools and must be changed into when entering the premises.
To prevent the thief from weaseling its way in again, Gosho Kodomo-en kindergarten began covering the cubbyholes with netting.
According to the director, the weasel is still coming by. While it hasn't stolen anything since the netting was implemented, Saito said the next step would be to leave scents designed to deter weasels around the shoe storage area to keep it away.
Weasels are notorious for stealing and stashing. They are known to kill rodents and pilfer eggs from prized birds for food. Weasels kept as pets sometimes stash away their owner's socks and slippers at home.
This natural behavior means they are often tagged as sneaky, cunning animals.
"This was something we'd never seen before, so I ended up doing a lot of research into the species after this," police deputy Inada said. "I believe the weasel was simply bringing the shoes back to its nest to keep warm now that it's getting cold."
The missing shoes have never been found.
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Fearing war, Georgia chooses a return to Russia's embrace
The pro-Russian ruling party claimed victory in an election rife with violations with the message that angering Moscow risks turning Georgia into another Ukraine.
By Mary Ilyushina | 2024-11-21
TBILISI, Georgia -- After a contentious parliamentary election, Georgia -- a small nation once part of the Soviet Union -- finds itself sliding back into Russia's orbit following decades of seeking greater integration with the West.
The ruling Georgian Dream party, adopting a pro-Russian stance, declared victory in October's elections after winning 54 percent of the vote and running a campaign with a stark warning: Align with the West and suffer Ukraine's fate.
The opposition has rejected the election as stolen, but it does appear that the ruling party successfully capitalized on a fragmented opposition and Georgians' fear of war, aided by Russian disinformation and a patchy record from the West when it comes to supporting nations seeking to leave Russia's sphere of influence.

Tbilisi on Nov. 10. (Ines Verheyleweghen for The Washington Post)



A newspaper seller in Tbilisi on Nov. 11. (Ines Verheyleweghen for The Washington Post)


If the ruling party succeeds in consolidating its win, an outcome that grows more likely by the day, Georgia's pivot away from seeking to become part of the European Union will serve as a cautionary tale for Ukraine and other former Soviet states hoping to become closer to the West even as Russian President Vladimir Putin seeks to restore the former Soviet Union's regional hegemony.
After years of waning influence in the region, Russia's invasion of Ukraine has had a chilling effect on neighboring countries seeking closer ties with the West.
A former president of Georgia, Giorgi Margvelashvili, described its aggressive presence as the Kremlin's most effective threat to its former satellite states: "No matter what you do, we are here, on the ground. You can have a 30-year-long successful journey toward the West, but at the end of the day, you'll be abandoned, and you'll come back to us."

Former president Giorgi Margvelashvili in his garden in Dusheti, Georgia, about 35 miles south of the Russian border, on Nov. 8. (Ines Verheyleweghen for The Washington Post)


An overwhelming majority of Georgians -- consistently over 80 percent in polls -- support European integration and harbor little love for Moscow, and the opposition sought to cast the election as a choice between the European Union and Russia.
Yet with 20 percent of Georgia's territory still under de facto Russian control after a short war between the two countries in 2008, the shadow of Moscow's military power looms large. With this in mind, Georgian Dream offered voters a much more ominous choice: between peace and war.
The party's turn toward Russia is a recent phenomenon, and when it came to power in 2012, it took great strides in moving Georgia toward E.U. membership. But with the war in Ukraine, the party pivoted toward Russia.
The government began painting the West and local opposition as "a global party of war" seeking to use Georgians as pawns in the battle against Moscow.

Protesters rally against the election results in Tbilisi on Nov. 10. (Ines Verheyleweghen for The Washington Post)



(Ines Verheyleweghen for The Washington Post)


Even now, Georgian Dream doesn't identify as pro-Russian but seeks to prioritize the country's interests by engaging with multiple power brokers. In practice, that policy often translates into a generally pro-Russian stance.
At the center of the turn away from Europe is Georgian Dream founder Bidzina Ivanishvili, a billionaire and former prime minister who quit politics several times but has remained influential. He made his wealth in Russia in the 1990s, and his critics say his rhetoric and policies echo those of the Russian leader.
"Georgia and Ukraine were not allowed to join NATO and were left outside," Ivanishvili said in a rare public appearance at a rally this year. "All such decisions are made by the Global War Party, which has a decisive influence on NATO and the E.U. and which only sees Georgia and Ukraine as cannon fodder."
At the very start of Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine, Georgia voiced support for Kyiv. Ukrainian flags still adorn windows in the capital, but the government has avoided imposing sanctions or being too vocal in its criticism of Moscow.
"We as a government did everything possible to support Ukraine and Ukrainian people," Archil Talakvadze, the party's deputy chairman, told The Washington Post, but he said it was clear that officials "abroad" wanted to drag Georgia into the war. "We believed that this was putting Georgia at unjustified risk."
The election campaign, featuring posters juxtaposing destroyed Ukrainian cities with intact Georgian towns, resonated with people, especially in the countryside near the separation line.

Archil Talakvadze at the Georgian Dream offices in Tbilisi on Nov. 7. (Ines Verheyleweghen for The Washington Post)


Georgians still remember the last war. The road to Chorvila, Ivanishvili's small ancestral village on the southern slopes of the Greater Caucasus Mountains, passes along the separation line with the breakaway region of South Ossetia. Russia is just a few miles away.
Here, Ivanishvili is regarded almost as a folk hero, a wealthy man who gave back to his community by building houses and roads and paying residents' utility bills until he entered public office.
"I am against the war. I'm confident Georgian Dream will maintain peace. We don't want any country to be our enemy, nor do we want to be someone else's enemy," said Gogi Gurzenidze, a superintendent at the local school, who remembers Russian planes roaring overhead in 2008.
In this Georgian Dream heartland, support runs deep for the two pillars of Ivanishvili's campaign -- peace through perceived neutrality and defending Georgia's traditional values.

Ivanishvili's village, Chorvila, on Nov. 8. (Ines Verheyleweghen for The Washington Post)



Mamia Machavariani, left, and Gogi Gurzenidze in Chorvila. (Ines Verheyleweghen for The Washington Post)


Georgian Dream maintains that E.U. membership is still a goal by 2030, but with a twist: Georgia would join only with "dignity" and as a protector of its traditions.
"Of course, I want to join the E.U., but we must protect the dignity of our ancestors. A woman should be a woman, and a man should be a man," said Mamia Machavariani, a Chorvila resident.
That dignity is being defended with two laws that have essentially halted Georgia's potential E.U. membership for being contrary to the bloc's standards.
The law on "family values and the protection of minors," which bans same-sex marriage, gender-affirming care and Pride events as well as giving a basis to censor media content.
Then there is the foreign agent law, which obliges civil rights and media organizations receiving more than 20 percent of funding from abroad to register as groups "serving the interests of a foreign power." Both laws are almost copies of Russian legislation.
In the capital, Tbilisi, the despair is palpable as residents fear their shot at becoming a full-fledged democracy and joining the E.U. is slipping away.
"This is not a victory. This is a usurpation of power," said Giorgi, a 38-year-old Tbilisi resident, who gave only his first name for fear of retaliation. "We must move toward the E.U. as no normal country today seeks closer ties with Russia; this is akin to a suicide for any country as Russia does not honor any agreements."
The opposition has dismissed Georgian Dream's self-stated mission to keep the country from being dragged into war as propaganda, with some saying its real drive is to remain in power and create a single-party system.

The Georgian Dream offices in Tbilisi. (Ines Verheyleweghen for The Washington Post)



A busker plays the accordion in Tbilisi in front of Georgian Dream election posters. (Ines Verheyleweghen for The Washington Post)


The leader of the For Georgia party, Giorgi Gakharia, said he believes the change in Georgian Dream and Ivanishvili was driven by the realization that joining the E.U. meant the rotation of power.
"His main goal is to stay in power," he said. "But then he understood that it's impossible because European democracy means change of power through elections."
The protests against the election results, however, have been muted compared with the ones in the spring against the new laws, suggesting a degree of exhaustion by the opposition.
Opposition leaders have been appealing to E.U. leaders for help, urging the bloc to send an investigative mission, but that can happen only with the acquiescence of the Georgian Dream-led government.
Brussels could put pressure on the party, but European officials' response has been measured. Observers did report a number of serious violations but stopped short of saying the election was stolen.

Giorgi Gakharia of the opposition party For Georgia. (Ines Verheyleweghen for The Washington Post)


Combing through potential violations will take weeks if not months, and there are many indirect ways of manipulating the electorate that are much harder to track.
"You've got a bit of a chicken-and-egg situation where the West is unwilling to take these steps without sufficient evidence, and the opposition cannot sufficiently acquire that evidence unless the West applies pressure," said John DiPirro of the International Republican Institute's Georgia Program.
Ivanishvili is clearly betting that Europe will lose interest in Georgia, and over the summer, he predicted a win by Donald Trump would resolve the war in Ukraine.
"We have just maximum of one more year to survive, after which the global and regional interests would shift, and with them the interests in relation to Georgia," he argued. With the war's end, "all misunderstandings with Europe and America will end, too."

Kids play in a Tbilisi park on Nov. 9. (Ines Verheyleweghen for The Washington Post)
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Who is Gautam Adani? Indian billionaire hit with fraud charges in U.S.
Adani, an Indian business magnate and one of the richest men in Asia, faces new allegations of fraud to secure solar energy supply contracts. 
By Bryan Pietsch, Niha Masih, Rachel Pannett | 2024-11-21

Indian billionaire Gautam Adani is facing business and legal challenges, including charges announced on Wednesday by U.S. prosecutors related to an alleged bribery scheme. (Kobi Wolf/Bloomberg)


Indian billionaire Gautam Adani is one of Asia's richest men, revered in India and beyond for his meteoric rise in business and proximity to Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. His companies -- including the massive conglomerate Adani Group -- have their tentacles in myriad parts of India's society and economy, from port infrastructure and energy to media.
But in recent years, he has faced a number of setbacks, the most recent being charges announced on Wednesday by U.S. prosecutors related to an alleged bribery scheme.
Here's what to know about Adani, his businesses and his legal challenges.
While he's now a billionaire and the second-richest man in India, according to Bloomberg's Billionaires Index, he came from humble beginnings. Adani, 62, was born in the western state of Gujarat to a textile merchant. A college dropout, he traded plastics, traveling by scooter, early in his career.
It was a failed deal that led to the start of his empire. In 1991, Adani was working as a middleman to develop a salt mine in Gujarat for Minnesota-based food giant Cargill.
When the deal fell through, Adani turned the land in the coastal city of Mundra into a port. The deepwater port became India's most efficient port, handling coal and commodities.
While coal still accounts for the bulk of Adani Group's revenue, it has expanded into a wide array of industries in India. Its businesses include logistics, sewage treatment, produce, data centers, packaged foods and real estate.
Its reach extends beyond India: An Adani-led group bought the Haifa port in Israel last year for $1.15 billion, Reuters reported. In Australia, an Adani subsidiary owns and operates a coal port. Another subsidiary runs a coal mine in the country. And another runs a solar farm. The group also has projects in Sri Lanka and Tanzania.
Last week, Adani congratulated President-elect Donald Trump on his victory and promised to invest $10 billion in energy and infrastructure projects in the United States.
Adani's solar endeavors are at the center of the U.S. fraud allegations announced on Wednesday.
Adani and his co-defendants, including his nephew and solar power executives, are accused of hatching a plan to pay more than $250 million in bribes to Indian government officials to obtain "lucrative solar energy supply contracts."
The scheme, the Justice Department said, was set to generate more than $2 billion in posttax profits over two decades.
Adani, according to prosecutors, "personally met" with an Indian government official as part of the scheme.
On top of the bribery allegations, Adani and his associates are accused of misleading U.S. and international investors about their anti-bribery practices as they sought funding for the solar contracts.
The indictment alleges that the accused documented their efforts. Prosecutors claim that Sagar Adani, his nephew, tracked the details of the offered bribes on his cellphone; one executive took a photograph on his phone of a document listing some alleged bribe amounts; while another prepared a PowerPoint analysis summarizing possible options for payments and the concealment of bribes.
Separately, the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission charged Adani and his nephew for allegedly violating the antifraud provisions of the federal securities laws. The SEC complaint names Adani Green Energy -- India's largest renewable energy company  -- at the center of the scandal.
In a statement Thursday, an Adani Group spokesperson denied the allegations calling them "baseless" and said the company will seek all possible legal remedies. 
"The charges in the indictment are allegations and the defendants are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty," the spokesperson said.
In 2023, a U.S. investment firm that probes companies for signs of fraudulent activity and then shorts their stocks alleged that Adani had artificially inflated the share prices of his companies by using shell companies linked to his family members.
The allegations by Hindenburg Research led to a massive sell-off in Adani subsidiaries, forcing Indian markets to halt the trading of some Adani businesses. The company denied the allegations in a 413-page response, but Adani's wealth and reputation took a substantial hit and the billionaire has spent much of the past year trying to move past the damaging claims.
Some experts said the report was complicated by the fact that Hindenburg is an "activist short seller" with an incentive to see the company's share price fall.
Adani is a polarizing figure in India. His detractors argue that his success owes to his close ties to Modi, while admirers say he has helped build critical infrastructure that juiced the nation's growth.
In its report, Hindenburg Research highlighted Adani's apparent ability to evade regulatory scrutiny and silence any criticism in local media.
The Post has previously reported on his political sway in India, with Modi's government repeatedly taking steps to aid Adani's fossil fuel business -- despite the ambitious goals announced by Indian leaders to transition toward renewable energy. On at least three occasions, the Indian government revised laws to help his coal businesses, saving him at least $1 billion.
Adani's influence is global. In Australia, its local arm has lobbied lawmakers for tougher penalties to stop environmental activists disrupting its giant Carmichael coal mine in central Queensland state. A 2019 state law banned the use of lock-on devices used by protesters to strap themselves to train tracks to prevent the coal from being hauled to port.
An investigation by the Australian Financial Review newspaper last year alleged inconsistencies in the accounts of Adani's Australian venture. Adani said its businesses complied with local regulations and were audited by Australian accounting firms.
Gerry Shih contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/11/21/gautam-adani-fraud-charges-new-york/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Brazil marks Black Consciousness Day, a new holiday, for first time
The holiday marks the anniversary of the death of Zumbi, a key figure in Black resistance to slavery in Brazil.
By Sammy Westfall | 2024-11-21

People take part in a demonstration against racism during the Black Consciousness Day commemoration in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on Wednesday. (Miguel Schincariol/AFP/Getty Images)


Brazilians marked Black Consciousness Day, or the Dia da Consciencia Negra, for the first time as a national public holiday Wednesday -- formalizing a day long recognized among Brazilians as an occasion to celebrate the Black community and reflect on its long struggle for freedom.
The holiday marks the anniversary of the death of Zumbi, a key figure in Black resistance to slavery in Brazil and a leader of the Palmares quilombo, an independent community of people who escaped from slavery. Portuguese forces captured and killed Zumbi, who was defending the quilombo, on Nov. 20, 1695.
That was exactly 329 years ago.
In 1971, a group of Black student activists in Porto Alegre, Brazil, who called themselves Grupo Palmares, proposed Nov. 20 as the date for Black Consciousness Day. The choice was intentional, according to research by the Geledes Black Women's Institute's Black Historians Network and cultural nonprofit Acervo Cultne. May 13, the day slavery was abolished in Brazil, was another option. But because schools and history books tended to exalt Princess Isabel as the Portuguese "redeemer" who signed the abolition law in 1888, the students opted instead for the November date, to center commemorations around Black Brazilians and their legacy.
Oliveira Silveira, one of the four original student members of Grupo Palmares, wrote in a note in the 1970s that the commemoration should focus on "consciousness, affirmation and pride." The day "should have the best celebrations, revering the memory of our heroic ancestors," he wrote in a 1971 article.
In the years that followed, activists and Black community members have continued to commemorate the date -- and push for its nationwide recognition.
More than five decades later, in December 2023, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva signed into law a bill making the day an official holiday observed nationwide.
"For some time, Brazil did not acknowledge its Black population, and this day is a meaningful step in making visible Black communities and their intellectual and cultural contributions," said Reighan A. Gillam, an associate professor at Dartmouth studying Afro-Brazilian media. The day "honors past and present Black struggles for freedom," she added.
Anielle Franco, Brazil's minister of racial equality, said it was an honor to be in her position on the first national celebration of the holiday. Zumbi, she wrote, "taught Brazil today that I, you, and all Brazilians can be proud of who we are and where we come from."
The Brazilian quilombola leader "renews the message of the importance of freedom to live with dignity, and we know that this is only possible in an environment of equality," she added.
For Brazil has been hailed by its scholars as a "racial democracy," in which society was freed from racial discrimination after a long history of intermixing. But that idealistic vision has, in the last two decades, been seen as more aspiration than reality.
The transatlantic slave trade cast a long shadow over the country, leaving a lasting legacy. During the trade, Brazil imported far more enslaved people from Africa than any other country, taking in approximately 40 percent of enslaved people bound for the Americas. Brazil was the last nation in the Americas to abolish slavery.
Brazil is home to more people of African heritage than any country outside Africa. Many Brazilians identify as "pardo," or mixed-race, and in the last few years, thousands of Brazilians have changed how they racially identify, highlighting the fluidity and complexity of categorization in the diverse country.
Despite this, Brazil's Black population has been "invisibilized until recently," said Edward Telles, a sociology professor at the University of California at Irvine. The Brazilian media, government officials, business leaders and many other members of the elite were "almost entirely" White, he said. "That is slowly beginning to change."
Terrence McCoy contributed to this report.
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Can Lebanon's army secure the south? A cease-fire deal could depend on it.
The readiness of Lebanon's army is a matter of growing urgency as the Biden administration makes a new push for an end to the war between Israel and Hezbollah.
By Kareem Fahim, Suzan Haidamous, Mohamad  El Chamaa | 2024-11-20
BEIRUT -- The Lebanese army convoy snaked through the capital's battered southern suburbs on a recent afternoon, past buildings demolished in Israeli air raids, in a show of public reassurance rather than force by soldiers keenly aware of the limits of their power.
There was nothing they could do about the airstrikes, even ones that had killed fellow soldiers. "Not antiaircraft," a soldier said, gesturing to a gun mounted on a Humvee supplied by the United States. Along with other foreign benefactors, Washington has provided the Lebanese army just enough support over the years to survive -- but hardly enough to give it an edge over foreign enemies or domestic rivals.
The army's strength and readiness are matters of growing urgency as the Biden administration makes a new push for a cease-fire between Israel and the militant group Hezbollah, which would end more than a year of war and thrust Lebanese soldiers into a critical role.
Additional troops would be expected to deploy to southern Lebanon if and when Hezbollah fighters and Israeli forces withdraw -- acting as a buffer, alongside United Nations peacekeepers, between the two armed groups in an area stretching from the border to the Litani River, about 18 miles to the north.
Such a deployment would not only test the army's ability to maintain peace but also raise larger questions about the precise role of the force, tugged this way and that by the whims of its donors, regional rivalries and Lebanon's own quarreling political forces. The army declined to comment for this story, citing its sensitive position in the ongoing conflict.
The mission would only succeed if "all of Lebanon agrees on the role of the Lebanese army in stabilizing the security situation," the country's prime minister, Najib Mikati, said this week.

Soldiers in the Lebanese Armed Forces prepare for a daily patrol of Beirut's southern suburbs, a residential district where Hezbollah holds sway, on Nov. 11. (Ed Ram for The Washington Post)



Officers walk down a stairway past a portrait of Gen. Joseph Aoun, commander of the Lebanese Armed Forces, at a base in Beirut's southern suburbs. (Ed Ram for The Washington Post)


U.S. envoy Amos Hochstein spent a second day in Beirut on Wednesday, discussing a draft cease-fire agreement with top Lebanese officials. Hochstein refused to divulge details about the negotiations, saying only that "additional progress" had been made and that he would travel to Israel later Wednesday "to try to bring this to a close if we can."
Sticking points in the agreement are likely to center on long-standing grievances between Israel and Lebanon, including the process of permanently demarcating their border as well as Israel's desire to continue attacks on Hezbollah.
Western officials have cast the Lebanese Armed Forces, or LAF, primarily as a counterweight to Hezbollah, even as army officials have asserted their independence and their rare status in the country as a multi-sectarian force with broad appeal.
Lebanese officials and people close to the army say its mission after a cease-fire would be to provide security in the south and not to confront Hezbollah, which is at the same time a political party in Lebanon with millions of supporters that coordinates with the army through its intelligence division.
Ultimately, the nature of its presence in the south rests on "a political decision" by Lebanon's leaders, a person close to the army said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter. "They have to decide what they want from 1701," a U.N. resolution that ended the 2006 Israel-Lebanon war and called, among other things, for weapons in the south to be controlled only by the army or U.N. peacekeepers.
The army's position could be further complicated by the possibility that Hezbollah would not completely withdraw from the south, officials and analysts said. While the group may remove its weapons from the area, many of its fighters were "born in villages and towns in the south, grew up there and joined the resistance there," said Mounir Shehadeh, a retired army brigadier general.
"How can you ask a person from the towns of Aita al-Shaab, Maroun al-Ras and Kfar Kila ... to leave his village," he said, referencing front-line border towns. "This withdrawal will never happen."

Lebanese soldiers on patrol in southern Beirut. The nation's underfunded army is coming under scrutiny after suggestions that its forces could deploy in southern Lebanon near the border with Israel as part of a cease-fire deal to end the conflict between Hezbollah and Israel. (Ed Ram for The Washington Post)



Men sitting by the side of the road are seen below the barrel of a gun mounted on a Lebanese military vehicle, as soldiers patrol in Beirut's southern suburbs. (Ed Ram for The Washington Post)


Also looming was the question of whether the army would defend the country against attacks from Israel, potentially putting two U.S.-backed forces in direct conflict. Israeli officials have insisted they be allowed to act militarily against threats in Lebanon, even after a cease-fire.
"Israel's freedom of action must be maintained in cases of violations," Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Saar said Wednesday in a meeting with foreign ambassadors.
The Lebanese army has largely been a bystander in the current conflict between Israel and Hezbollah, which started more than a year ago after militants began firing on northern Israel in solidarity with Hamas in Gaza. Though the army is not supposed to be a target of the Israeli military, 42 soldiers have been killed in Israeli strikes -- 18 who were on duty in the south, and 24 who were killed in their houses, the military said.
Four soldiers were killed this week, including in an Israeli attack on an army position in Sarafand, south of the city of Sidon, that occurred just hours after Hochstein met with Gen. Joseph Aoun, head of the LAF.
Israeli strikes have hit army checkpoints, bases and vehicles. From the commander's office at a military headquarters in Beirut's southern suburbs, the blasted top floors of an apartment tower were visible just beyond the walls, one of hundreds of buildings damaged or destroyed in the area.
"How to talk about this issue," the person close to the army said, describing the dilemma the Israeli attacks had posed. "It's embarrassing. It's really so hard for an army not to respond."
Any clash between the army and the Israelis, though, would be likely to imperil U.S. funding to the force, which has amounted to more than $3 billion since 2006. The funding has been in the past been delayed and faced resistance from Republican lawmakers claiming Iran and Hezbollah exerted influence over the LAF.
Lebanese military officials concede they would need additional support before carrying out a mission in the south: more soldiers, more training, more equipment.

Lebanese soldiers drive past a site where an Israeli airstrike destroyed a building in Beirut's southern suburbs. The area, known as Dahieh, has been battered by intense airstrikes in recent weeks. (Ed Ram for The Washington Post)



A Lebanese soldier prepares for a patrol. (Ed Ram for The Washington Post)


Even before the war, the army had been devastated by the country's financial crisis, and some portion of the 80,000-strong volunteer force is effectively part-time -- allowed by the army to take second jobs because military salaries have plummeted.
"There are material needs in life we cannot ignore," said an army lieutenant who was moonlighting as the manager of a gas station in Beirut, speaking on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to talk to the media. He was "committed heart and soul to the army," he added, but "we are also survivors and we find ways to sustain."
Donors, including the United States and France, pledged about $200 million for the LAF at a conference last month, but that amount was "not enough," a senior Lebanese official said, given the army's multiple responsibilities -- to "really spread law and order" across the country and, after any cease-fire, to secure the south.
The official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters, estimated that the cost of equipment, training and recruitment would be well over $1 billion -- funds Lebanon does not have. Shehadeh said the army would need between 6,000 and 7,000 troops to secure the south in cooperation with the United Nations.
It would be difficult to "take the current structure of the LAF and throw them in the south and expect them to be in charge," said Jean-Loup Samaan, a senior research fellow at the Middle East Institute at the National University of Singapore. "We are talking about a mission the LAF has not been performing since the civil war."

Soldiers from the Lebanese Armed Forces return to their base after a patrol. (Ed Ram for The Washington Post)


The army engenders complicated feelings in Lebanon. "There is on the surface respect for the integrity of the LAF, and across communities," Samaan said. But "the same people who will express their respect will say very quickly that they are useless."
It was possible the respect would "erode when we ask them to operate in the south," he added, as the army is caught between the agendas of its donors and the sympathies of people in the region, where Hezbollah enjoys broad support.
The LAF's authority there would also remain tenuous without a comprehensive settlement on the core disputes between Lebanon and Israel, including the demarcation of the border, the senior Lebanese official said. Without such an agreement, Hezbollah "will come back," the official said.
"If there is occupation, there is resistance."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/11/20/lebanon-army-hezbollah-israel-ceasefire-border/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



U.S. Embassy in Kyiv closes over attack fears after Ukraine strikes Russia
The announcement came a day after Ukraine used U.S.-supplied missiles to strike inside Russia, raising fears of retaliation against the capital. 
By David   Stern | 2024-11-20

American officials on Nov. 20 warned of a "potential significant air attack" on Kyiv and said the U.S. Embassy would be closed "out of an abundance of caution."


KYIV -- American officials warned Wednesday of a "potential significant air attack" on Kyiv and said the U.S. Embassy in the capital would be closed "out of an abundance of caution" after Ukrainian forces struck an arms depot inside Russia with U.S.-supplied weapons systems.
"Embassy employees are being instructed to shelter in place," a statement on the embassy website said. "The U.S. Embassy recommends U.S. citizens be prepared to immediately shelter in the event an air alert is announced."
The Italian, Greek and Spanish embassies in Kyiv would also be closed temporarily, statements on their websites and media reports said. The Italian Embassy warned of a "possible high-intensity airstrike," citing the U.S. Embassy statement.
Ukraine's Foreign Ministry, however, noted that over the past 1,000 days of war, the threat of airstrikes "has, unfortunately, been a daily reality."
"We believe it would be appropriate for our partners to respond on the 1,001st day in the same way they did on the preceding days, without adding to unnecessary informational escalation," spokesman Heorhii Tykhyi said.
Meanwhile, Ukraine's military intelligence service, the GUR, reported that Russia was spreading a false message, allegedly issued by the GUR, about a massive missile attack on Ukrainian cities.
"This message is a fake, it contains grammatical errors typical for Russian information and psychological operations," the GUR wrote on Telegram. "The enemy, unable to subjugate Ukrainians by force, resorts to measures of intimidation and psychological pressure on society."
Russian forces did pummel Ukraine with waves of self-destructing drones and missiles overnight Wednesday -- a regular occurrence since September. Ukraine's air force said that of 122 drones launched at targets across the country, 56 were shot down and 64 failed to reach their targets.
In Kyiv, debris from intercepted drones fell in three districts, but no damage or injuries were reported, Mayor Vitali Klitschko wrote on Telegram.
The attacks -- and the potential for an even larger one Wednesday -- came a day after Ukraine fired American-made ATACMS missiles inside Russia for the first time.
Russia's Defense Ministry said the attack on an arms depot in Russia's western Bryansk region was largely ineffective. But Ukrainian officials said the strike caused a conflagration at the depot in the city of Karachev, just over 70 miles from the Russia-Ukraine border -- and about 210 miles southwest of Moscow.
The strike came after a reversal in the position of the Biden administration, which had previously prohibited Kyiv from using American-made weapons systems inside Russia.
Russian officials have said that allowing strikes within their country would be a "red line," though Moscow has made similar warnings during its full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
The head of Russia's Foreign Intelligence Service, Sergei Naryshkin, warned that "attempts by certain NATO allies" to help Ukraine with long-range strikes on Russian territory "will not go unpunished," in an interview in Russia's National Defense magazine published Wednesday.
The Biden administration also authorized sending antipersonnel land mines to Ukraine to slow Russia's steady advance in the east, another reversal in long-standing U.S. policy.
Even before receiving permission to use the U.S.-supplied Army Tactical Missile System, Ukrainian forces regularly struck locations inside Russia with their own long-range drones.
Ukrainian drones overnight hit an arms depot near the town of Kotovo in Russia's Novgorod region, Andriy Kovalenko of Ukraine's National Security and Defense Council said Wednesday. The area is more than 400 miles from the Ukrainian border. 
The depot stored artillery and mortar shells and a variety of missiles, including missiles supplied by North Korea, Kovalenko wrote in a post on Telegram.
Russian forces "destroyed and intercepted" 44 Ukrainian drones overnight Wednesday, including 20 "over the Novgorod region," Russia's Defense Ministry said in a social media post. The statement did not mention the arms depot, however.
On Sunday, one of the largest attacks on Ukraine in months -- with 120 cruise, ballistic and aeroballistic missiles and 90 drones -- wreaked extensive damage on Ukraine's electric grid, officials said.
This week, Ukraine's power companies were forced to return to rationing power throughout the country to conserve energy, as temperatures dropped to near freezing. If Russia's attacks continue, Ukrainians could face a winter with only a few hours of electricity per day, officials said.
At his Wednesday news briefing, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov denied reports that President Vladimir Putin was open to freezing the war, one of the possible options for resolving the conflict that has been suggested by some members of the incoming Trump administration.
"Some variation of freezing this conflict will not work for us," he added. "It is important for us to achieve our goals, which are well known to everyone."
Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, and Kostiantyn Khudov in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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What are antipersonnel mines, widely banned weapons Biden is giving Ukraine?
President Joe Biden agreed to provide antipersonnel land mines to Ukraine as Russian troops advance. The weapon is banned in over 160 countries.
By Leo Sands | 2024-11-21
President Joe Biden has agreed to provide Ukraine with antipersonnel land mines, easing U.S. restrictions on the weapon as Russian forces continue to advance on the war's front lines.
Kyiv has sought antipersonnel land mines since Russia invaded nearly three years ago, but officials within the Biden administration were reluctant to provide the weapons out of concern that they posed too great a risk to civilians. Rights groups condemned the provision of land mines to Ukraine, arguing that they are dangerous and costly to clear. Ukraine is already the most mined country in the world.
Here's what to know:
Antipersonnel land mines are small explosive charges buried in or placed on the ground, intended to kill or injure enemy troops. They can be detonated by physical contact, a person in proximity or remotely.
Their deployment can delay the movement of enemy troops or force them to reroute -- making it easier to track their path and target them with artillery and rockets.
Antipersonnel land mines differ from antitank mines, which target vehicles. An unspecified number of antitank mines have been sent to Ukraine, the Pentagon previously said. The United States has also provided Ukraine with Claymore mines, an antipersonnel explosive that is set above ground and can be triggered by an operator.
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said Wednesday that Washington would provide Ukraine with antipersonnel land mines that are "not persistent," adding that the United States can "control when they self-activate."
One official told The Washington Post that these mines can be set to self-destruct or lose battery charge to render them inactive at a set time after they are deployed. The official and three others spoke to The Post about the U.S. decision on the condition of anonymity to candidly discuss sensitive internal White House deliberations.
The ability to be rendered inactive or to self-destruct distinguishes the nonpersistent weapons from "dumb" or persistent antipersonnel land mines, which pose the biggest danger to civilians worldwide. They have a detonation mechanism that is automatically triggered by the weapon's victim, with no safeguards to distinguish between civilians and military personnel. Persistent land mines can lie dormant for decades, inflicting casualties long after a conflict ends.
The Pentagon in recent years has championed nonpersistent antipersonnel land mines as safer for civilians.
It was not immediately clear how many antipersonnel land mines the administration intends to provide Kyiv. According to one official, use of the weapon will be limited to within Ukrainian territory, with an expected focus on the east, where Ukraine's forces in recent months have lost territory at the fastest rate since 2022.
The Biden administration is deeply concerned by Russian troop offensives against Ukraine's eastern front lines in recent weeks and sees an urgent need to stop the advances, officials told The Post.
The Pentagon believes that the provision of these mines is one of the most helpful steps the administration can take to hinder Russian attacks, an official said.
The move is the latest step by the Biden administration to loosen existing restrictions on military aid to Kyiv before President-elect Donald Trump takes office in January. Trump has indicated a desire to end the war, reportedly on terms more favorable to Russia than Ukraine has been willing to accept.
The Biden administration confirmed over the weekend that it has eased a ban on Ukraine's use of the U.S.-made Army Tactical Missile System (ATACMS) against targets inside Russia. On Tuesday, Ukraine fired ATACMS missiles into Russia for the first time, marking an intensification of the war.
As of 2022, the United States had a stockpile of about 3 million antipersonnel land mines. That year, the State Department said U.S. forces last deployed the weapon in 1991, in the Persian Gulf War, apart from a single incident in Afghanistan involving a lone munition in 2002.
According to Human Rights Watch, Ukrainian territory is "severely contaminated" with land mines, the use of which it has documented in 11 of Ukraine's 27 regions.
Russian forces have liberally deployed antipersonnel land mines on the front lines since they invaded in February 2022, using at least 13 different types of the weapon, according to Human Rights Watch.
In occupied eastern Ukraine, Russian forces have laid unusually extensive mine fields that have helped them defend territory. When Ukrainian forces tried to clear them last year, Russian drones directed artillery fire at them -- further thwarting Ukraine's counteroffensive.
There is also evidence that Ukrainian forces have deployed antipersonnel land mines. Despite commitments by Ukraine against the use of the mines, Human Rights Watch previously found evidence that Kyiv's forces used rockets to scatter stacks of hand-size antipersonnel land mines over Russian-occupied areas of eastern Ukraine.
The rights group identified the remains of rockets used to scatter PFM-1S antipersonnel mines, of Soviet or Russian origin, which are intended to self-destruct over a period of one to 40 hours. When that mechanism fails, which it often does, the mines threaten civilians by remaining undetonated on the ground indefinitely. Ukraine has not publicly said whether it uses the PFM-1S mines.
The deployment and transfer of antipersonnel land mines is banned by over 160 countries, including Ukraine, which are parties to the 1997 Ottawa Convention, also known as the Mine Ban Treaty.
Neither Russia nor the United States is a signatory to the treaty, though the Biden administration has said it planned to adhere to its rules except in the Korean Peninsula, where U.S. forces use the devices to defend South Korea's northern border.
Ukraine, which is a signatory, has responded to previous claims that it used the weapon by stating that it exercises its right to self-defense in line with its international obligations.
The treaty does allow for the use of some mines -- including antitank mines and certain remote-controlled mines (such as Claymores), both of which are considered safer for civilians.
Tamar Gabelnick, director of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, strongly condemned any change in the Biden administration's policy to provide the weapons.
"These horrific, indiscriminate weapons were banned by the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty given the devastating impact they have on civilians' lives and livelihoods," she wrote in an email Wednesday. Ukraine has international obligations to not deploy the mines, she said, adding that there was no exception in the Mine Ban Treaty for nonpersistent mines.
In a report published Wednesday, the International Campaign to Ban Landmines recorded at least 5,757 deaths and injuries worldwide in 2023 as a result of land mines and the explosive remnants of war. The vast majority -- 84 percent -- of known victims were civilians, it found, with children accounting for one-third of the civilian casualties.
Gabelnick said a decision to provide antipersonnel land mines would lengthen the mammoth demining task that Ukraine already faces as a result of Russia's extensive use of the weapons throughout its invasion.
"The rationale for the comprehensive ban was that these mechanisms are not 100 percent fail-safe, and therefore once emplaced, these mines can still pose a danger to civilians and soldiers alike," she said.
According to NATO, land mines are relatively cheap to produce -- ranging from $3 to $75 per weapon -- but far more expensive to clear, costing an estimated $300 to $1,000 to clear each weapon.
Last year, more than $400 million was spent worldwide on mine clearance efforts, according to Wednesday's report by the International Campaign to Ban Landmines. The State Department said last year that since 1993, the United States has spent more than $4.6 billion to clear land mines and explosive remnants of war in more than 120 countries.
In October, U.N. agencies estimated that it would cost $34.6 billion to fully demine Ukraine, which is believed to be seeded with hundreds of thousands of explosive remnants of war.
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What to know about 'Rust' premiere, three years after fatal shooting
Alec Baldwin's Western "Rust" premiered in Poland on Wednesday, three years after cinematographer Halyna Hutchins was fatally shot on set. 
By Victoria Bisset | 2024-11-20

An aerial photo of the movie set of "Rust" in Santa Fe, New Mexico, in October 2021. (Jae C. Hong/AP)


The western film "Rust" had its world premiere in Poland on Wednesday, three years after a prop gun discharged on set, killing cinematographer Halyna Hutchins and wounding the film's director. Since then, the set's armorer was found guilty of involuntary manslaughter, while a criminal case against actor Alec Baldwin, who was holding the gun, was dismissed. The shooting also sparked calls for greater safety on U.S. film sets.
Here's what to know about the shooting, the legal cases and the film's premiere, which has attracted some controversy.

A musician plays a violin behind a photograph of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins during a vigil in her honor in Albuquerque on Oct. 23, 2021. (Andres Leighton/AP)


"Rust" debuted at the Camerimage international film festival in Torun, Poland, on Wednesday. According to the festival's website, the film centers on a 13-year-old orphan who is sentenced to death after accidentally shooting and killing a neighboring rancher -- a plot that some commentators have noted has some parallels to the real-life tragedy.
The festival said it intended to honor Hutchins's memory "and remind the world of her legacy."
Souza; cinematographer Bianca Cline, who replaced Hutchins on the film; and Rachel Mason, a friend of Hutchins who is making a documentary about her life, introduced the film. Baldwin did not attend the screening.
Video of the film's premiere showed the festival's director, Kazimierz Suwala, announcing a minute's silence to honor Hutchins. Souza, meanwhile, thanked guests for attending to "celebrate my friend and to celebrate her art and her talent. ... She really was something."
Cline said she hoped the film would give viewers a chance to see "the world through Halyna's eyes," while Mason said the crew had decided to continue to help Hutchins's family. "I really hope the world can understand that this was a courageous act, to complete this film," she said.
Hutchins's mother, Olga Solovey, said in a statement issued by her lawyer to media outlets that she would boycott the premiere. "Alec Baldwin continues to increase my pain with his refusal to apologize to me and his refusal to take responsibility for her death. Instead, he seeks to unjustly profit from his killing of my daughter," the statement said, adding: "That is the reason why I refuse to attend the festival for the promotion of 'Rust,' especially now when there is still no justice for my daughter." Solovey's lawyer did not immediately respond to an overnight request for comment from The Washington Post.
It is not clear when the film will be released in the United States.

Director Joel Souza and cinematographer Bianca Cline attend the "Rust" premiere at the Camerimage film festival in Poland on Wednesday. (Czarek Sokolowski/AP)


Filming of "Rust" was halted for more than a year after Hutchins was fatally shot on set. Production resumed in early 2023, with Hutchins's widower becoming the new executive producer, but filming was moved from New Mexico, where the shooting took place.
Souza said in interviews with Variety and the Hollywood Reporter that the crew had worked to preserve as much of Hutchins's work as possible, including through mixing scenes and using visual effects.
In an interview with Vanity Fair published in August, Souza said he decided to return as the film's director to benefit Hutchins's family and to preserve her work on her last film. The scene being rehearsed when the shooting took place was removed from the final version, Souza added.
Mason, the friend of Hutchins, defended the production company's decision to finish the film, saying at Wednesday's premiere, "There was so much controversy and difficulty surrounding this film, they did not have to choose to make the film."

Actor Alec Baldwin becomes emotional in a New Mexico courtroom after the judge dismissed involuntary manslaughter charges against him in July. (Ramsay De Give/AP)


Baldwin was rehearsing a scene with a revolver when the gun, which contained live ammunition, went off on the New Mexico set in October 2021, killing Hutchins and injuring Souza.
Baldwin claimed he never pulled the trigger, but prosecutors accused him of having "no control" over his emotions before the shooting. An involuntary manslaughter case against him was dismissed in July, after the judge ruled that the prosecution had withheld potential evidence from Baldwin's defense team. While Baldwin cannot be retried on the same changes after his acquittal earlier this year, he still faces other lawsuits, including one filed by Hutchins's mother, according to the Associated Press.
In April, the film's armorer, Hannah Gutierrez-Reed, was sentenced to 18 months in prison. Prosecutors had accused her of "recklessness" and a "complete and total failure to accept responsibility for her actions."
In March 2023, assistant director and safety coordinator David Halls received six months of probation after pleading no contest to a misdemeanor charge of negligent use of a deadly weapon. He had previously been fired from another film after a gun discharged on set, The Post reported shortly after the "Rust" shooting.
Frances Vinall and Maria Luisa Paul contributed to this report.
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Media publisher Jimmy Lai defiant as he takes the stand in Hong Kong
The sentencing of pro-democracy activists and the trial of media mogul Jimmy Lai show how Hong Kong's courts are becoming a tool for repression, analysts say.
By Shibani Mahtani, Vic Chiang | 2024-11-20

Media tycoon Jimmy Lai is escorted into a Hong Kong Correctional Services van outside the Court of Final Appeal in Hong Kong in 2021. (AFP/Getty Images) 


Jimmy Lai, the former publisher of the once-popular but now closed Apple Daily newspaper, was defiant Wednesday as he began testifying in a landmark case that is closely being watched as a barometer of Hong Kong's remaining judicial independence.
Lai, who will turn 77 next month, has been charged under the national security law, accused of colluding with foreign forces. He has been held in detention for almost four years and faces life in prison.
He began his defense a day after three national security judges, appointed by the government, sentenced 45 Hong Kong activists to prison sentences ranging between four and 10 years for their participation in a nonbinding primary election in 2020.
This week's cases underscore how Hong Kong's courts, once lauded for their independence and adherence to the common law system, are being used as tools for repression, legal analysts say.
"The reality for the Hong Kong judges now is that they know they can't go against the central authorities on cases like these," said Kevin Yam, a former Hong Kong lawyer who is now a research fellow at the Centre for Comparative Constitutional Studies at Melbourne Law School in Australia. "They know if they do, the rulings would be overridden."
Appearing at the High Court in Hong Kong on Wednesday, Lai said Apple Daily upheld the core values of "rule of law, freedom, the pursuit of democracy, freedom of speech, religion and assembly." Under questioning from his defense counsel, Lai said he had hoped the Hong Kong people would enjoy such freedoms by having more information, according to Hong Kong's South China Morning Post.
Asked about claims that he was promoting independence from China for Hong Kong and Taiwan, Lai said such ideas were "a conspiracy."
"People want us to get into the trap. It's too crazy to think about it," he said, according to the SCMP. "That's why I never allowed any of our staff of the newspaper to mention it."

An Apple Daily journalist holds freshly-printed copies of the newspaper's last edition, as authorities forced the tabloid to close under a new national security law, outside their office in Hong Kong on June 24, 2021. (Daniel Suen/AFP/Getty Images)


Lai was arrested in 2020, following the anti-government protests that roiled Hong Kong in 2019. He was charged under a national security law, drafted by Beijing, with "colluding with foreign forces" to endanger national security and conspiring to issue seditious publications.
Lai's trial began in December last year and was initially expected to last about 80 days but has suffered numerous delays.
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer expressed concerns about the treatment of Lai, who has a U.K. passport, when he met Chinese leader Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the G-20 meeting in Brazil.
Before this month's presidential election, Donald Trump said he would "100%" get Lai out of prison if returned to the White House. It would be "so easy," Trump told a conservative podcast last month.

People wait under umbrellas to enter the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts for Lai's testimony in Hong Kong on Wednesday. (Tyrone Siu/Reuters)


Beyond the high-profile cases, people have been jailed in recent months for social media posts and even wearing a "seditious" T-shirt.
Hong Kong was meant to enjoy a "high-degree" of autonomy from Beijing under the "one country, two systems" framework agreed upon when the territory was handed back to China from the British in 1997. That arrangement was meant to hold until 2047, designed to keep the courts independent and preserve basic rights.
Hong Kong authorities and Beijing have maintained such freedoms are still protected in the city, that the defendants were charged without consideration for their political beliefs, and that these matters are China's internal affairs.
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian said Wednesday that "Lai was the main planner and participant of the anti-China chaos in Hong Kong, and was an agent and pawn of anti-China forces."
The Hong Kong government used relevant laws to safeguard national security and the Hong Kong judiciary was acting independently, Lin told a media briefing in Beijing.
It is in this environment that some activists are maintaining an unflinching position -- at a huge personal cost.
As the court cleared out after the sentencing late Tuesday morning, a lone woman stood on a flight of steps and held up a sign.
"The righteous shall live, the evil shall perish," it read. She could only hold it up for a few moments before armed police bundled her into a police van.
The woman, Elsa Wu, is the adoptive mother of one of the defendants, social worker Hendrick Lui. Lui had been sentenced to four years and three months in prison. As police officers tried to obscure her from those filming, she cried and shouted, asking why her son, a "good person," had to go to prison.
"Tell me why!" she demanded.

Emotions ran high Nov. 19 for family members of Hong Kong's pro-democracy activists, as the city's court sentenced 45 of them to prison terms of up to 10 years.


Hong Kong police arrested Wu on suspicion of "disorder in a public place," according to a Hong Kong police spokesman, and granted her bail. The Washington Post was unable to contact her directly on Wednesday.
But the videos of Wu, which were quickly circulated across social media in Hong Kong, served as a reminder: Sparks of resistance and acts of bravery continue to flare up in the territory, despite a years-long campaign to snuff out anti-government sentiment and remake the city in Beijing's image.
Gwyneth Ho, a 34-year old former journalist who pivoted to political activism after gaining prominence for her reporting during the 2019 protests, was among those sentenced Tuesday. She refused to plead guilty or provide any mitigating statement that could reduce her sentence, and received one of the harshest punishments of seven years in jail.
Throughout her trial, she pushed back against prosecutors' definitions of the protests and their characterization of the motivations of activists such as her, and sought to challenge the premise of the case itself.
Prosecutors argued that the 47 activists, who were arrested in 2021, had committed "subversion" by either organizing or running as a candidate in a 2020 primary election. The nonbinding vote was aimed at selecting the most viable pro-democracy candidates who could help the bloc secure a majority in Hong Kong's legislature, and more than 610,000 voters participated.
"I pleaded not guilty to defend the political expression of 610,000 Hong Kong people," Ho wrote in a statement posted to her Facebook page after the sentencing.
"Our true crime for Beijing is that we were not content with playing along in manipulated elections," she wrote in the statement, which has been shared and commented on thousands of times.

Pro-democracy activist Gwyneth Ho, who was banned from running in upcoming local elections, poses with her disqualification notice at her office in Hong Kong on Aug. 4, 2020. (Anthony Wallace/AFP/Getty Images)


Kacey Wong, a Hong Kong visual artist who now lives in exile in Taiwan, noted that Ho didn't plead guilty or seek leniency, "even though it means she may lose more of her freedom."
"Therefore she makes us feel that, as citizens, we have a responsibility," Wong said in an interview. "We must continue to act, support Hong Kong, and uphold our spirit through their perseverance."
Given the stakes, many on social media have posted obliquely to indicate their support for those sentenced on Tuesday, who represent a range of interest groups and political causes in Hong Kong from LGBTQ to workers' rights.
Some shared black and white photos of TVs screening the news from the court, while others posted weather reports, connecting them to the dark and gloom that hung over the city. One store shared the table of contents from a book written by Benny Tai, the legal scholar who received the highest sentence of 10 years on Tuesday.
Mahtani reported from Singapore and Chiang from Taipei, Taiwan. Theodora Yu in Hong Kong contributed to this report.
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Ugandan opposition politician Kizza Besigye kidnapped and jailed, wife says
Besigye was arrested in Kenya and taken across the border to a Ugandan military jail, according to his wife, Winnie Byanyima, head of the U.N. HIV/AIDS program.
By Katharine Houreld, Rael Ombuor | 2024-11-20

Ugandan opposition leader Kizza Besigye speaks during a news conference in the nation's capital, Kampala, in 2017. (Isaac Kasamani/AFP/Getty Images)


Ugandan opposition leader Kizza Besigye has been arrested in Kenya and forcibly taken across the border to a Ugandan military jail, according to his wife and the head of his political party.
Besigye and another member of the opposition have been charged with a firearms offense, Ugandan court documents later showed.
Besigye's wife, Winnie Byanyima, the executive director of the U.N. program for HIV and AIDS, tweeted that he "was kidnapped last Saturday" while he was in Nairobi for a local politician's book launch.
"I am now reliably informed that he is in a military jail in Kampala," she wrote Tuesday Eastern time. "We his family and his lawyers demand to see him. He is not a soldier. Why is he being held in a military jail?"
The police and foreign ministries of Kenya and Uganda did not immediately respond to requests for comment. The Ugandan military said it would make a statement later in the day.
Besigye -- a prominent member of the Forum for Democratic Change, Uganda's main opposition party -- was once firm friends with Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni; the two men fought through a long war to overthrow dictator Milton Obote.
Museveni became president in 1986, promising human rights, free market reforms and presidential term limits. But later, Besigye challenged him for leadership, running against him for the presidency four times in polls often marred by violence and allegations of rigging. Besigye has been arrested dozens of times in Uganda but never convicted.
Besigye "was kidnapped from Nairobi and illegally extradited or transferred to Kampala and currently detained at Makindye military barracks," Erias Lukwago -- lord mayor of the Ugandan capital, Kampala, and head of the Forum for Democratic Change -- told The Washington Post in a message.
Besigye and Haji Obeid Lutale Kamulegeya, another member of the opposition party, are accused of being in possession of a Ugandan military pistol and eight bullets in Nairobi, according to the Ugandan court documents, and they are accused of "soliciting military support in Geneva, Greece and Nairobi to prejudice security of defense forces."
The high-profile incident follows a string of detentions and abductions of foreign nationals from Kenya that has tarnished its image as a peaceful haven in a region roiled by conflict.
Last month, masked Kenyan officers detained four Turkish nationals who were subsequently flown back to Turkey despite being registered as refugees by the United Nations.
In a Wednesday news release, the Pan-African Opposition Leaders Solidarity Network said the incident involving Besigye was "deeply disturbing." It said that in August, 36 Ugandan citizens were "similarly abducted by Uganda security agents in cahoots with Kenyan authorities and spirited to Uganda where they were detained."
The East African nation of about 50 million people is one of the world's youngest countries -- its median age is 16 years -- but the moribund economy does not provide enough jobs for a wave of young people trying to enter the workforce. Decades of corruption and mismanagement have left the capital with dilapidated schools and hospitals as well as aging and unreliable infrastructure.
Uganda has never witnessed a peaceful transition of power. Museveni, who at 80 is one of Africa's longest-serving presidents, oversaw the removal of term limits in 2005. He has responded to rising public anger over the economy and human rights by cracking down on critics and sending security forces to break up demonstrations with deadly force; survivors say detainees have frequently been tortured and sometimes killed.
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Google stock falls as antitrust regulators push for a breakup
The Justice Department wants the search giant to divest the Chrome web browser, among other provisions designed to limit its market power. 
By Aaron Gregg | 2024-11-21

Google owns the Chrome web browser. (Gabby Jones/Bloomberg News) 


Google's parent company saw its stock fall Thursday after the Justice Department indicated it could try to force a sale of Google's Chrome web browser.
Shares of Alphabet lost more than 5 percent Thursday morning. In a court filing late Wednesday, the Justice Department said Google "must promptly and fully divest Chrome" to a buyer approved by the plaintiffs in an antitrust case. It was one of multiple remedies proposed by regulators, following a federal judge's August ruling that Google has an illegal monopoly on internet searches.
Other Justice Department proposals include preventing the company from paying device-makers such as Apple to set Google search as their default; requiring Google to share its search index with rivals at a low cost; and giving online publishers an easy way to opt out of having their content used to train Google's artificial intelligence models.
If the court sides with federal regulators, Google would be the first big tech company to be broken up under federal antitrust law since 1982.
Google argued that the Justice Department proposals would "break a range of Google products -- even beyond search -- that people love and find helpful in their everyday lives."
The case, called U.S. et al. v. Google, is the first in a series of antitrust trials against leading tech companies. It is unclear how the incoming Trump administration would handle antitrust cases against big tech companies.
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Tom's of Maine issued warning over bacteria found in toothpaste products
The FDA issued a warning letter, but not a recall, after an inspection found tainted water samples as well as a "black mold-like substance" at one of its plants.
By Rachel Pannett | 2024-11-21

The Food and Drug Administration observed "significant violations" during an inspection last spring of a Tom's of Maine facility in Sanford, Maine. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has issued a warning letter to the personal-care brand Tom's of Maine after finding a "black mold-like substance" and bacteria during an inspection of one of its manufacturing facilities.
When FDA inspectors visited the facility in Sanford, Maine, in May, they observed "significant violations" including the presence of residues and a black mold-like substance, as well as bacteria in water samples used to make the brand's popular toothpastes, according to a letter posted Tuesday on the agency's website.
The letter, dated Nov. 5, said the firm "failed to follow appropriate written procedures, designed to prevent objectionable microorganisms in drug products not required to be sterile." However, it did not issue a formal recall.
A bacteria known as Pseudomonas aeruginosa was found in multiple water samples taken by the company between June 2021 and October 2022. That same water was used to manufacture Tom's Simply White Clean Mint Paste, and to rinse equipment, the letter said.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the bacteria can resist antibiotics, making it difficult to treat. It is commonly found in health-care settings and can cause infections in the blood, lungs, urinary tract or other parts of the body after surgery.
Another bacteria, Ralstonia insidiosa, was also found in numerous water sources at the facility, the FDA said.
"Batches manufactured after these incidents were released based on the microbial testing of the finished OTC [over-the-counter] product despite the quality of the water used as a component or to clean the equipment," it read.
The bacteria Paracoccus yeei was found in a batch of the company's Wicked Cool! Anticavity Toothpaste, marketed for children, the FDA said.
An investigation by the company concluded "without sufficient justification," in the FDA's view, that the bacterial growth was "due to sample contamination," and the batch was released for sale based on retest results.
Tom's of Maine said in a statement Thursday that it is working with the FDA and is remedying the issues raised by the May inspection of the company's plant in Sanford.
"We have always tested finished goods before they leave our control, and we remain fully confident in the safety and quality of the toothpaste we make," a company representative said via email.
The company sells a variety of personal-care products, such as toothpastes, soaps and antiperspirants, using "naturally sourced and naturally derived ingredients," according to its website.
In the FDA's letter, the agency said the company's response to finding microorganisms in water and toothpaste products was "inadequate."
An FDA inspector also found a "black mold-like substance" at the base of a hose reel and behind a water storage tank, close to stainless-steel pails and other equipment.
The agency said the company's protocol for looking into complaints was lacking. It noted that some 400 complaints related to odor, color and taste in its toothpaste products, including those marketed for children, "were not investigated."
The FDA called for a detailed review of the manufacturing operations and the "hazards posed by distributing [over-the-counter] drug products with potentially objectionable contamination." It requested that the company specify the actions it would take in response to the risk assessment, such as customer notifications and product recalls.
The FDA gave Tom's 15 days to respond to the letter, detailing what the company has done to fix any violations and to prevent their recurrence.
Kim Bellware contributed to this report.
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AI's hunger for electric power is threatening U.S. climate goals
The enormous electricity needs of artificial intelligence are driving plans for scores of new fossil fuel plants with decades of expected service life.
By Evan Halper | 2024-11-21

An AEP natural-gas fueled power plant in Dresden, Ohio. (Michael Williamson/The Washington Post)


The explosion of data center development across the United States to serve the artificial intelligence industry is threatening decades of progress cutting greenhouse gas emissions, as utilities lay plans for scores of new gas power plants to meet soaring electricity demand.
The fast rising emissions from electricity use have emerged as one of the most vexing -- and unexpected -- challenges for world leaders as they negotiate agreements for containing global warming this month at the U.N. Climate Conference in Baku, Azerbaijan, called COP29. Even as wind and solar projects are rapidly coming online around the world, experts say energy demand from data centers that are needed for artificial intelligence is growing much faster.
Europe and Asia face a data center dilemma similar to the United States. with the industry's power needs helping drive a gas boom that imperils regional climate goals. Ireland, the Netherlands and Singapore have all stopped allowing power grid hookups to large new data centers amid climate and grid stability worries.
As part of the U.S. pledge to cut its total greenhouse gas emissions in half by the end of the decade, compared to 2005 levels, President Joe Biden has vowed to eliminate all power grid emissions by 2035.
But there are 220 new, gas-burning power plants in various stages of development nationwide, according to the market data firm Yes Energy. Most of those plants are targeted to come online before 2032. Each has a lifespan of 25 to 40 years, meaning most would not be fully paid off -- much less shut down -- before federal and state target dates for transitioning power grids to cleaner electricity.
The trend may continue. President-elect Donald Trump and his advisers have repeatedly vowed to scrap rules on power plant emissions, which could unleash even more fossil plant construction and delay retirements of existing plants.
In several parts of the nation, data centers are the largest factor behind the building boom, according to analysts and utilities, but the precise percentage of new demand attributable to data centers is not known. Power companies have also been bracing for other new demands, including a proliferation of new factories across the country and the transition to electric vehicles and home appliances such as heat pumps.
Data centers alone will drive new natural gas consumption "equivalent to roughly 10-30 percent of current U.S. demand for gas-fired power generation," according to a Bloomberg Intelligence report. The surge means "gas could remain the dominant fuel for U.S. generation for years," the report says.
"This is adding tremendous strain to the system at a time we are attempting to decarbonize," said Neil Chatterjee, who chaired the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission during Trump's first term. "There are real moral questions that will be brought to bear. Is the benefit society is deriving from AI worth the energy intensity needed to power it and the carbon emissions associated with that energy intensity?"
The pace of data-center construction, meanwhile, is outpacing debates about impacts. "The scenarios for rapid decarbonization of the power sector seem less viable today than they were just six months ago," said Ben Cahill, an energy markets scholar at the University of Texas at Austin.
Electricity use accounts for nearly a third of U.S. emissions, according to federal data. And the production and burning of natural gas is a major source of carbon pollution and the release of the potent greenhouse gas methane.
The demand from the data center industry, led by such companies as Microsoft, Google, Meta and Amazon, is immense, with a single center requiring as much energy as a medium-sized city. In publicly filed planning documents and during earnings calls and regulatory hearings, utility companies cite data centers as having an outsize role in driving demand.
In Texas, the largest power market in the U.S., power grid operator ERCOT earlier this year revised its projections for energy demand sharply upward, driven in large part by data center development. ERCOT now predicts its energy demand will nearly double by 2030, with the state needing to add 67 gigawatts of electricity, the equivalent of what would be needed to power more than 60 million homes. The U.S. Energy Information Agency highlighted data centers and cryptocurrency mining in Texas as driving the growth.
With the Biden administration power plant rules facing repeal, said Travis Fisher, who was a senior Energy Department adviser during the last Trump administration, "it will be up to the companies driving new demand -- namely Big Tech -- to decide just how green they want to be."
"My sense is that when net-zero goals collide with the bottom line, it's the bottom line that wins," he said.
Some tech firms are urging utilities to reconsider their plans for new gas-powered plants, asking them to redouble efforts to bring cleaner energy onto their power grids. Utility Georgia Power's plan to vastly expand gas generation moved Microsoft to urge state regulators against giving the power company a green light to "procuring excessive, carbon intensive generation." The Data Center Coalition, which represents major tech firms, filed similar comments in Arizona.
The coalition argues tech companies are leading the transition to cleaner power, highlighting their investments in zero emissions energy technologies. That includes partnerships aimed at expanding the nation's nuclear capacity.
"The data center industry is committed to leaning in as an engaged partner at this pivotal time to ensure a clean, reliable, affordable, and resilient grid," said an email from Josh Levi, the group's president.
All the large tech companies have policies to "match" any energy they use with purchases of clean power on the grids where they operate. But the firms ultimately draw their electricity from whatever mix their local utility provides.
There is little appetite in government or the corporate world for tapping the brakes on AI.
In Virginia, the global hub for data centers, the major utility asked regulators for permission to sidestep a state mandate to zero out power grid emissions by 2045 so it can keep building gas plants that would operate well beyond that date.
"We don't only have a climate law that we have to follow, we have a law that says we're obligated to serve our customers, and we have a regulatory commission that says we're obligated to provide reliable electricity," said Robert Blue, CEO of Dominion Energy.
"Our view is that we're going to need that gas generation to provide reliable electricity to our customers," Blue said.
The utility's approach has sparked backlash from environmentalists and some regulators. The State Corporation Commission directed Dominion to map out at least one scenario that would enable Virginia to meet climate goals. Dominion's forecasts show demand from data centers eclipsing that of other sectors. While the utility assumes large numbers of customers will transition to electric vehicles in the next few years, its forecast still shows Virginia data centers using nearly triple the amount of power as EVs by 2030.
In North Carolina, Duke Energy this month persuaded regulators to bless construction of several new gas plants, even though the plan does not comply with state law requiring 70 percent cuts in electricity emissions by 2030 and zero emissions by 2050. The 70 percent emissions reduction target for Duke was pushed back to 2032.
Duke said in a statement that it is navigating "an unprecedented increase in projected customer demand."
"We believe this is a constructive outcome that allows us to deploy increasingly clean energy resources at a pace that protects affordability and reliability," the statement said. Company officials say North Carolina law allows climate targets to be missed if meeting them jeopardizes reliability. The data center industry share of Duke's total commercial power sales is set to more than triple by 2028.
The power sector was a bright spot in cutting emissions. They fell steadily over the last few decades, even as electricity use grew. A big factor was the steep drop in coal burning. Coal powered more than half of U.S. electricity in 1990, according to the University of Maryland's Center for Global Sustainability. This year, it is less than 20 percent.
But even coal is making a comeback amid the data center boom. In several states, planned retirements of coal plants are already on hold. A Duke Energy executive told Bloomberg News that it will reexamine plans to burn less coal in Indiana if the Trump administration rescinds power plant emission rules.
Data centers are behind two-thirds of the new demand for power in the Omaha region, where the Omaha Public Power District has delayed the closure of a major coal plant and is bringing online two large new gas plants. The utility said in a statement that it might purchase green energy credits, called "carbon offsets" in the future "as part of its overall plan to reach net-zero carbon."
Eliminating emissions is possible despite new gas plants, utilities and AI industry officials say, because new technologies for trapping emissions from gas plants may become available.
Such reasoning alarms climate activists.
"There is no free lunch that can make us feel good about meeting new demand with fossil fuels," said Pam Kiely, an associate vice president at the Environmental Defense Fund. "This is not just, 'We will get there by 2050 with some new technology.'"
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Americans are ready to shop holiday sales amid higher prices, debt
With the election behind them, many consumers finally feel free to spend -- though they'll still be focused on deals and selective about splurges.
By Jaclyn Peiser | 2024-11-21

The typical U.S. consumer will spend $641 on gifts and $261 on seasonal items over the holidays, the National Retail Federation projects. (Frederic J. Brown/AFP/Getty Images)


Americans are gearing up to do their holiday shopping, retail analysts say, ready to put the grueling election cycle behind them no matter whom they backed at the polls, even as higher costs and consumer debt levels continue to tug at household budgets.
Consumers will be focused on deals, selective on splurges, and hitting up discount and off-price retailers, following a "trend we have been seeing for almost two years now," said Mari Shor, a senior research analyst at Columbia Threadneedle Investments, an asset-management group. "I would describe the consumer as 'stable' but still choiceful in their spending."
This dynamic is already playing out at some of the nation's largest retailers. Walmart pointed to an influx of six-figure earners at its stores during its third-quarter earnings call Tuesday, signaling that shoppers of all income levels remain price-conscious. The next day, Target lowered its holiday outlook after reporting sluggish quarterly sales as consumers forgo nonessentials and jump to cheaper rivals.
The National Retail Federation projects seasonal spending will climb 2.5 to 3.5 percent, to somewhere between $979.5 billion and $989 billion. That's a slower rate of growth than last year -- when sales jumped 3.8 percent -- but in line with pre-pandemic levels. And despite elevated inflation, which was a central concern for voters, "consumers continue to show resilience, and they show strength in their spending," said the federation's chief executive, Matthew Shay.
A key distinction of this holiday season is the recently concluded presidential race, what Shor calls "near-term noise." A national election can create decision paralysis, which affects spending patterns. Consumers often hold off on discretionary and big-ticket purchases in the lead-up to Election Day, said Patti Williams, an associate marketing professor and vice dean at the Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania.
"Uncertainty is a big driver of consumer emotions," she said. "Now, that uncertainty is largely resolved. We know who's coming into office."
And election outcomes aren't particularly relevant, said Marshal Cohen, chief retail adviser for Circana.
"The psyche of the consumer is: If my candidate won, I feel great, I can go out and spend, and the world's not coming to an end," he said. "If you backed a candidate who lost, you're kind of depressed, and you go out for some retail therapy because the world is going to come to an end."
Grace McGinnis, 25, said she was motivated to do some holiday shopping the morning after the Nov. 5 election. In need of a distraction, the Detroit-area critical-care nurse said she hit up HomeGoods, Marshalls and Hobby Lobby. She dropped about $200 on ornaments for a mini tree for her bedroom, figurines for her TV console, throw pillows for her couch and Detroit Lions apparel.
"The holidays give me that warm, happy feeling going into the new year, so this allowed me to focus on positive things instead of worrying what this new presidency is going to bring," she said.
Though some consumers might be "spending their feelings" in the near term, Katie Thomas of Kearney Consumer Institute does not expect holiday sales to really ramp up until Thanksgiving week. Black Friday, the day after the holiday, remains the traditional kickoff to the holiday shopping season, when we see "all of these '30 percent off the whole website,' traditional Black Friday-type deals," Thomas said. "We're going to see people go hard."
Consumers are eager for discounts in the face of higher grocery costs -- which have climbed more than 22 percent in four years -- elevated interest rates and mounting consumer debt, according to Mickey Chadha, a Moody's retail analyst and vice president. They are going to be choosy about spending.
"Prices are still a lot more expensive than what they were pre-pandemic," he said. "So consumers are still being very purposeful of what they're buying, and they're being cautious."
Some are holding off on big-ticket purchases until they can score a deal or have saved up enough to afford it, he added. High on many holiday wish lists: Oura rings, which go for $250 to $350, the $395 Coach Tabby quilted bag or the $230 Ninja Creami ice cream maker. Adobe Analytics projects the best discounts, particularly for TVs, apparel, sporting goods, toys, appliances and computers, will come the week leading up to Black Friday and through Cyber Monday.
Rick Gomez, Target's chief commercial officer, cited this as a factor behind the company's subdued third-quarter sales growth. Revenue dipped in the lead-up to Target Circle Week in October, which kicks off the retailer's holiday shopping push, and fell after.
Americans are also trading down: Walmart, seen as a bellwether for U.S. consumers, reported that higher-income shoppers drove its growth across categories last quarter. It also raised its full-year guidance in anticipation of capturing more turkey, toy and gift card sales over the holidays. Meanwhile, Target warned their customers aren't buying as fervently in its discretionary aisles.
"When it comes to the holiday season ... Americans prioritize and save all year long," according to the National Retail Federation's Shay. "These are important emotional connections, and that always creates an extra bit of demand because people have prepared for this season and are looking forward to it."
The National Retail Federation projects shoppers will, on average, spend $641 on gifts and $261 on seasonal items. Some of the hottest toys include the Toniebox audio player, the Batman Ultimate Transforming Batmobile and the Play-Doh Pizza Delivery Scooter. And tweens are including $38 Sol de Janeiro body sprays, $80 Pink Palm Puff hoodies and mini refrigerators for their skincare collection on their Christmas lists.
At the same time, many Americans are relying on their credit cards more than ever, often using them to afford groceries. Balances climbed 8.1 percent in the third quarter, a $24 billion increase, to a record $1.17 trillion, according to a November report from the Federal Reserve Bank of New York's Center for Microeconomic Data.
Delinquency rates, though improved, also remain elevated. It was 8.8 percent in the third quarter, compared with 9.1 percent in the preceding three months.
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Work Advice: I'm uncomfortable with our CEO invoking Jesus in meetings
As a non-Christian, I'm bothered by our CEO's practice of opening meetings with a Christian prayer. Should I say something?
By Karla Miller | 2024-11-21

(iStock)


Reader: I'm a mid-level executive for a publicly traded company. I've been here four years, and I hope to stay until I retire about 10 years from now.
However, I feel increasingly uncomfortable when my CEO, a devout Christian whose family has owned the company since its founding a century ago, begins each meeting or company event with a Christian prayer. These are innocuous prayers that revolve around the health and safety of employees, their families, and our clients. But they always end the same way: "In Christ's name, amen." I'm frequently the only one in the room who doesn't bow my head.
I'm not a Christian. I practice a different religion, and I'm tolerant of everyone's faith. I can't help feeling that the CEO's prayers are a subtle way to ensure conformity with his beliefs. Even the company's mission statement and our website contain statements of faith. So it also chafes me that the company -- which is otherwise diverse and egalitarian and doesn't require employees to be Christian -- is not acknowledging that some employees might not share the same or any faith.
Is there a professional way for me to inform my boss, who's also religious but not demonstrably so, that these displays of faith bother me? Should publicly traded companies be more neutral when it comes to faith?
Karla: On the surface, sharing a collective moment of goodwill toward your organization's workers, their families and their customers does indeed seem innocuous and worth participating in. But that little "sponsored by" coda changes the tenor from shared purpose to implied participation in a specific belief system.
You're right to be uncomfortable with that. I'm uncomfortable with it, and I grew up in a community where every school ceremony, public festival and sporting event opened with a similar invocation. One of the defining principles of this country is that no one is required to bow to authorities they don't recognize, but the pressure to duck your head and blend in is real and powerful.
It's possible your CEO's pious sign-off is simply a verbal tic that has lost its religious overtones for him, like "bless you" after a sneeze. Even if that's not the case, he is generally entitled to express his faith provided he doesn't punish or deny reasonable accommodations to those who don't share it.
But business leaders don't have the luxury of forgetting that their words have influence. Whether they intend it or not, everything they say and do carries an implied expectation of compliance and conformity among those who want to succeed under them. An employer that values diversity has to be especially mindful to avoid giving that impression.
By that same token, as an executive yourself, you can wield your own influence. And I would argue you have an obligation to do so on behalf of your less powerful colleagues who feel the same as you but stay silent to protect their jobs.
If you want to encourage your employer to put its "diverse and egalitarian" money where its prayerful mouth is, make those silent colleagues the focus of your remarks: "I'm concerned that using explicitly Christian messaging in our meetings could be making other non-Christian workers like me feel excluded or uncomfortable. Can we find a way to make the pre-meeting messages more faith-neutral?"
Test the waters with your boss. If he understands and agrees your workplace needs less church in it, you'll have a valuable ally; if he doesn't, you'll have a better sense of the resistance you may face.
If speaking on others' behalf feels presumptuous, you still have the right to request an accommodation for yourself, such as being allowed to join the meeting after the blessing and before business begins. Your late entrance may make you conspicuous, but it may also set an empowering example.
As for your broader question about whether publicly traded companies "should" keep their executives' personal beliefs out of their business model, that's part of a decades-long national debate about one of the key founding concepts of our republic. I'm hardly an authority on the topic, although I certainly have opinions about employers asserting their freedom of religion to justify hindering employees' access to reproductive health care.
Your experiences in your workplace offer a glimpse of what the future could look like if the authors of Project 2025, the conservative policy blueprint embraced by the Trump administration, have their way. Project 2025 aims to impose Christian nationalist principles on all public institutions, presumably with an eye to emboldening private-sector employers and organizations to follow suit. With that in mind, there's no better time for business owners and workers of all belief systems who prefer democracy over theocracy to start warming up their voices to protect and preserve the former.
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Turkey prices unflappable despite bird flu and high grocery costs
As buyers deal with high prices in supermarkets, the cost for the Thanksgiving staple of turkey remains relatively stable. Here's why. 
By Ben Brasch | 2024-11-21

Turkeys are seen at Hurd Farm in Hampton, New Hampshire, on Nov. 18. (Joseph Prezioso/AFP/Getty Images)


The price of grocery store turkeys -- the brined and sometimes maligned centerpiece of many Thanksgiving tables -- is holding steady for now.
Analysts say it's a Thanksgiving miracle that the cost of a bird is relatively flat compared with last year considering the challenges farmers faced this year, including a pair of outbreaks killing and sickening flocks throughout the country along with changing consumer preferences.
Though experts say the situation is improving for consumers, Americans are still upset about wallet-raiding grocery prices.
The cost of food prepared at home has risen at least 27 percent since October 2019, according to the latest Bureau of Labor Statistics report. But that price increase has slowed in recent months. A government report released this month showed that grocery prices rose 0.1 percent from September to October and are up 1.1 percent from this time last year.
Turkeys remain an amazing return on protein per dollar. This year's great harvests of corn and soybeans, which are used as feed for turkeys, helped keep the price stable, experts said. The bulk wholesale average price for frozen whole turkey hens is below a dollar per pound for the first time in five years, according to federal Agriculture Department data. Retailers are hoping to take advantage of the steady turkey prices by pairing whole-meal bundles with advertising language that explicitly acknowledges that consumers have weathered high food prices.
Aside from the cold economics, American consumers might be changing what that Norman Rockwell table looks like. Experts say consumers are buying fewer whole holiday turkeys, instead opting for turkey breasts or other cuts of meat, causing the turkey industry to reassess its practices.
"We get in this cycle of changing production, changes [in] demands and changing profits, and we're seeing an industry that's in some turmoil," said David Anderson, a professor and agricultural economist at Texas A&M University.

Frozen turkeys are displayed at a King Soopers supermarket last month in Denver. (David Zalubowski/AP)


The steady wholesale price is amazing considering the lower supply of turkeys because of disease, said Jada Thompson, a professor of agriculture economics at the University of Arkansas.
The outbreak of a highly pathogenic bird flu (HPAI) has killed off about 1.27 million turkey meat birds this year, the Agriculture Department reported in mid-October.
Turkeys account for about 14 percent of the more than 100 million birds affected by that bird flu subtype since January 2022, according to federal data from the Agriculture Department and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The flu is also reducing the number of chicken eggs available during the cooking-intensive holiday season.
Thompson said there's another disease worrying turkey farmers. "HPAI gets all the news because of widespread mortality," she said, but avian metapneumovirus (aMPV) subtype B arrived in January.
"It's a twofer right now in the United States," she said.
The number of animals affected by this type of aMPV isn't clear because the World Organization for Animal Health doesn't track the strain, she said.
Consumers should not worry about the diseases spreading at the Thanksgiving table, though: Cooking poultry to the recommended internal temperature of 165 degrees helps prevent illnesses in humans, including avian flu.
The newer disease sickens turkeys and thus slows their development into plump birds ready to be dispatched and shipped to grocery stores, Thompson said. And time is money.
The aMPV is like a common cold, slowing turkey growth for five to 10 days, she said. That sounds like only a blip, but it takes 14 to 18 weeks to get hens to kitchen-table weight. The delay also means wasting perishable turkey feed.
Thompson said smaller birds might not conflict with evolving consumer preferences. Fewer tables in the United States are being graced with those 25-pound birds that are the stuff of memories and commercials.
People aren't giving up turkey cold, she said, but they are adjusting their purchases.
"Turkey is pretty ubiquitous with Thanksgiving," she said. "The trade down is to smaller turkeys or smaller cuts."
Thompson said she'll be serving a turkey breast at her table this year.

Freshly slaughtered and cleaned turkeys are packed into a chest before ice is placed over them at Hurd Farm in Hampton, New Hampshire, on Nov. 18, (Joseph Prezioso/AFP/Getty Images)


The cost of Thanksgiving dinner is often seen as a barometer of the economy, especially this year on the heels of Donald Trump's Election Day victory, after he made his promise to lower grocery prices a key campaign message. Retailers are responding by using lower turkey prices this year to appeal to weary buyers.
Walmart is offering an "inflation-free" Thanksgiving meal that puts forth a turkey at 88 cents a pound, along with 28 other items in a package that feeds eight people for less than $7 per person. Target is selling turkey at 79 cents per pound, which it says is 20 percent less than last year, along with a seven-item meal for four at $20, which the retailer says is $5 less than last year. Aldi promises prices lower than in 2019, offering a Butterball turkey meal with enough side dishes to feed 10 people at $47.
These deals, analysts said, let retailers take advantage of the steady turkey price to offer impressive bundles. For shoppers buying a stand-alone turkey, the price may slightly increase as the holiday closes in. But the turkey is there to entice buyers into items with higher markups, like wines and desserts.
"We might see prices be a little bit higher, but they're not going to skyrocket," said Thompson, the University of Arkansas professor.
In the long term, the entire supply chain for roasting turkeys will be forced to reckon with the sentiment that people might be less interested in holiday turkeys.
"We're sort of chasing demand lower," said Anderson, the professor at Texas A&M.
Grocery stories need to nail their math to ensure maximal profit while avoiding a dreaded situation: "The one thing you never want to run out of is turkeys at Thanksgiving," Anderson said.
It used to be that many American families would cook turkeys for Thanksgiving and Christmas, he said, but that approach has waned in popularity. And the trend has borne out in his house. Anderson said his wife quit making a turkey for Christmas three or four years ago.
On Thanksgiving, he said, his wife will serve a 19-pounder they bought at 65 cents a pound. But on Christmas, the Texans are doing barbecue.
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Top federal watchdog announces new oversight of tech giants
The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau could soon closely monitor payment systems run by Google, Apple and Venmo.
By Tony Romm | 2024-11-21

Rohit Chopra, director of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, introduces President Joe Biden at an event at the White House on March 5, 2024. (Gabriella Demczuk for The Washington Post)


The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau announced on Thursday that it would subject the largest technology companies to regular inspections and other rigorous oversight, paving the way for the agency to closely monitor the payment services offered by Apple, Google and PayPal-owned Venmo.
The new rules amount to a major expansion in the power and reach of the nation's chief financial watchdog, allowing regulators new and unfettered access to tech giants that offer digital financial tools -- much in the same way the U.S. government long has closely monitored traditional banks and credit unions.
The CFPB did not specifically name the companies it plans to subject to heightened review. It outlined only the criteria for its oversight, formally known as supervision, which will focus on ensuring that payment apps and platforms protect users' accounts, safeguard their purchasing data, respond to consumer fraud complaints and compete fairly with rivals.
"Digital payments have gone from novelty to necessity and our oversight must reflect this reality," CFPB Director Rohit Chopra said in a statement. "The rule will help to protect consumer privacy, guard against fraud, and prevent illegal account closures."
In a sign of the CFPB's potential reach, however, the agency's earlier draft proposal drew swift condemnation from lobbying groups representing Apple, Amazon, Google and Venmo. They chafed at the bureau for expanding its watch over the industry, and some signaled at the time they could sue, arguing the CFPB had vastly overstepped its statutory authorities. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
The agency's new oversight rules are separate from another, ongoing push at the CFPB to supervise individual companies, including Google, using authorities granted by Congress to scrutinize high-risk firms that offer consumer financial services. The search giant has fiercely resisted designation, The Post previously reported, while joining with the rest of Silicon Valley in opposing the bureau's broader regulation.
But the fate of the CFPB's new regulations face immediate political and legal doubt: Their fate may rest in the hands of President-elect Donald Trump and the new Republican majority in the House and Senate, which have historically criticized the CFPB for overreach.
Under Chopra, the CFPB embarked on a broad inquiry targeting the tech industry in 2021, warning that the rise of digital payment services exposed a gap in federal oversight -- since many tech companies are regulated less stringently than their traditional, brick-and-mortar banking counterparts.
Over the course of the review, federal regulators found that more than three-quarters of American adults have used these payment apps, even though the money stored on various digital services is not always afforded the same federal protections as their bank accounts. The CFPB also heard an earful from aggrieved consumers, who filed thousands of complaints about Apple, Google, Venmo and other companies, complaining about fraudulent charges and a slew of other issues that later required the government's help.
In response, the CFPB ratcheted up its enforcement: It opened a series of key probes targeting financial technology companies including Block, which owns Cash App, and Facebook, the firms disclosed in securities filings. Last month, the CFPB also ordered Apple and its partner, Goldman Sachs, to pay $89 million to settle allegations they misled consumers in their handling of the Apple Card. The companies disputed the allegations but agreed to the settlement.
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Musk, Ramaswamy vow 'mass head-count reductions' in U.S. government
The leaders of President-elect Donald Trump's "Department of Government Efficiency" outlined their efforts in a new Wall Street Journal editorial. 
By Jeff Stein, Jacob Bogage, Lisa Rein | 2024-11-21

Elon Musk with President-elect Donald Trump at a SpaceX launch on Tuesday in Brownsville, Texas (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy vowed "mass headcount reductions" to the federal government in an opinion piece Wednesday that sketched out their vision for President-elect Donald Trump's "Department of Government Efficiency" in the greatest detail so far.
Writing in the Wall Street Journal, Musk and Ramaswamy laid out their plans to slash federal regulations, cut government spending and significantly reduce the number of federal employees. Trump tapped the two with running the DOGE initiative last week, but basic questions about the effort -- including its goals, operations and authorities -- have primarily remained a source of speculation.
While their essay left much unclear, tech entrepreneur Musk and Ramaswamy -- a former 2024 GOP presidential rival of Trump's -- began to articulate the legal and procedural steps by which they plan to transform federal operations.
The DOGE commission, they wrote, will first "work with legal experts embedded in government agencies" to identify regulations that Trump can repeal. That effort will rely on "advanced technology," they said, a potential reference to artificial intelligence.
Musk and Ramaswamy argued that recent cases decided by the conservative majority on the Supreme Court will enable major reductions in federal regulations. After Trump "nullifies thousands of such regulations," DOGE will then work with "embedded appointees" across federal agencies to "identify the minimum number of employees" required for an agency to perform its essential functions. This line appeared to echo Musk's broader business philosophy and past practices; Musk oversaw the reduction of roughly 80 percent of the staff of Twitter, the social media platform he later renamed X, after he bought it.
The DOGE leaders suggested that Trump can unilaterally slash the number of federal employees because many of them will no longer be necessary once the regulations are eliminated.
"A drastic reduction in federal regulations provides sound industrial logic for mass headcount reductions across the federal bureaucracy," they wrote. They added that "the number of federal employees to cut should be at least proportionate to the number of federal regulations that are nullified."
Musk and Ramaswamy did not specify the number of federal employees they envision being cut under their effort. They wrote that "existing laws" can give federal employees "incentives for early retirement" and voluntary severance payments to "facilitate a graceful exit."
These proposals could affect not just scores of federal operations but also the Washington area, which is home to hundreds of thousands of federal workers.
To reduce federal spending, Musk and Ramaswamy also proposed eliminating programs that Congress funds but where specific spending authorization has lapsed, an idea that would ax critical measures including veterans' health care, initiatives at the State and Justice departments and NASA, and multiple major antipoverty programs.
That idea, some budget experts said, demonstrates the pair's misunderstanding of how the government works. Funding authorizations are often pro forma exercises; approving funding without official reauthorizations is one way Congress has found to operate more efficiently.
Critics have pointed out that balancing the federal budget would require either much higher taxes or cuts to Social Security and Medicare, which Trump has vowed to protect. Trump campaigned in 2024 on more than $7 trillion in new tax cuts, and his first administration added roughly $8 trillion to the national debt.
Some experts have also noted that reducing the federal workforce would not meaningfully alter the budget gap. The federal government spends about $305 billion per year on salary and benefits for federal employees, excluding military personnel, which amounts to roughly 4 percent of the more than $6 trillion federal budget, said Brian Riedl, senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, a center-right think tank, citing White House statistics.
If Musk and Ramaswamy eliminated 25 percent of all federal employees, Riedl added, federal spending would be reduced by roughly 1 percent. Even that estimate is probably high, because the government would have to turn to contractors for at least some of the functions fulfilled by the laid off workers, Riedl said.
Questions also abound about how they would cut federal regulations. Musk and Ramaswamy signaled they would conduct a broad federal review to expunge regulations deemed to be overreaching.
To justify their efforts, they pointed to a series of recent Supreme Court rulings that sharply curtailed federal power -- including the justices' decision to revoke a decades-old legal precedent, known as the Chevron doctrine, that had afforded agencies broad policymaking latitude. But the duo did not elaborate on how, exactly, they would accomplish their aim, which is fraught with legal questions and political challenges.
In the op-ed, Musk and Ramaswamy said "large-scale audits" during "temporary suspension of payments" could yield savings, although they didn't articulate what that would entail.
The op-ed embraces a dramatic change in the balance of power over spending. Trump's aides have planned to challenge a 1974 budget law that limits the president's ability to cease spending on federal programs without congressional approval. If the Supreme Court agrees, the White House would dramatically expand its ability to cut programs unilaterally.
"Mr. Trump has previously suggested this statute is unconstitutional, and we believe the current Supreme Court would likely side with him on this question," Musk and Ramaswamy wrote.
They also suggested reprising an effort that faded out at the end of Trump's first term.
In the waning weeks of Trump's first administration, the White House moved forward a controversial policy that would have allowed the president to fire tens of thousands of civil servants and replace them with loyalists. Russell Vought, then the head of the White House Office of Management and Budget, and others in the administration believed that career employees across the government were resisting their policies and sought to remove the job projections that have long accompanied the modern federal bureaucracy.
Trump officials focused the effort on mid- and high-ranking professionals in policymaking roles whom they said were impossible to fire, protected by long-standing civil service rules. Each agency would identify career employees to shift into a new job category known as Schedule F.
Implementation of the new policy, mandated by an executive order the White House issued less than two weeks before Election Day in 2020, accelerated at the White House budget office. OMB officials sent a list of roles identified by Vought's staff to the federal personnel agency for final sign-off. The list made up 88 percent of the workforce, 425 analysts and other experts who would shift into Schedule F. President Joe Biden killed the executive order on his first day in office.
Trump vowed during his campaign to reinstate Schedule F if he took back the White House, and Vought seems positioned to overturn the rule and lead the charge once more. The Musk and Ramaswamy op-ed did not mention Schedule F by name, though the intent appears largely similar.
Tony Romm and Faiz Siddiqui contributed to this report.
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Archegos founder Hwang sentenced to 18 years in prison
Prosecutors said Hwang is responsible for 'one of the largest securities fraud schemes in history.'
By Taylor Telford | 2024-11-20

Archegos Capital Management founder Sung Kook "Bill" Hwang after his sentencing at the United States District Court in Manhattan on Nov. 20. (Brendan McDermid/Reuters)


Sung Kook "Bill" Hwang, founder of Archegos Capital Management, was sentenced to 18 years in prison Wednesday for securities fraud and market manipulation in a scheme that siphoned billions from big banks, collapsed his family firm and cost the former billionaire the bulk of his fortune.
The sentencing marks one of the highest-profile criminal white-collar convictions in years. The scheme swelled Archegos's portfolio from $1.5 billion to $35 billion in a single year, according to investigators, and relied on extensive borrowing from Wall Street banks to finance big bets on a handful of stocks, including ViacomCBS, Discovery and Chinese giants Tencent and Baidu.
Hwang "led one of the largest securities fraud schemes in history," turning his family hedge fund into an "instrument of crime and using lies and manipulative trading strategies to rig the stock market in his favor," prosecutors said in court documents. The scheme enriched Hwang's personal fortune from around $2 billion to an excess of $30 billion, while the fallout "altered the American stock market and inflicted extraordinary losses on his business counterparties."
Archegos's stunning collapse -- which played out in less than a week in March 2021 -- was one of the largest hedge fund collapses since the 2008 financial crisis. It sent shock waves through Wall Street and sparked national scrutiny of what critics described as a lack of transparency tied to some trading contracts and to family offices, the private investment vehicles of wealthy individuals.
Archegos's growth depended on a complex financial instrument known as "total return swaps," which are contracts that allow investors to take positions in stocks or other assets for a minimal amount up front in exchange for a fee. Swap holders stand to gain or lose based on the price of the underlying assets.
But some of those wagers went the wrong way, prompting Archegos's lenders to ask to be repaid. When the firm couldn't, some banks sold their positions, causing the stocks' prices to fall even further. Archegos itself collapsed.
In the lead-up to Hwang's sentencing, prosecutors alleged that Hwang showed little remorse for his actions, noting that he had argued "not only that he should receive no jail time but also that he should pay no restitution and forfeit no assets -- in other words, there should be no punitive consequences of any kind for his conduct," court documents show.
A veteran trader on Wall Street, Hwang had come under federal scrutiny before. In 2012, the Securities and Exchange Commission accused him and his former fund, Tiger Asia, of insider trading and market manipulation. Hwang and Tiger Asia later agreed to pay $44 million to settle the SEC charges. After the investigation, Hwang turned Tiger Asia into the family fund that became Archegos.
Hwang's lawyers had asked the judge to account for his backstory: He came to the United States from Korea at 19 and did not speak English. He supported his family as a line cook and put himself through school after his father, who was a pastor, died. He got his start in trading as a stock salesman for Hyundai Securities in the 1990s.
Hwang's current net worth is around $55 million, his attorneys have said.
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Grocers report egg shortage ahead of holidays amid surging bird flu
Avian influenza has affected more than 108 million poultry in 48 states since 2022, lifting prices and diminishing supply.
By Hannah Ziegler, Shannon Najmabadi | 2024-11-20

A shopper surveys the refrigerated case displaying egg cartons in a Walmart on Nov. 14 in Englewood, Colorado. (David Zalubowski/AP)


While most grocery prices have stabilized this year, one supermarket staple keeps getting pricier and tougher to track down: eggs.
It was frustrating to shoppers at a Trader Joe's in the Union Market neighborhood of Washington, D.C., on Wednesday as they walked past an empty refrigerator case with a sign that read: "Temporarily out of eggs." One customer, Donella Brockington, worried she wouldn't have eggs to bake for Thanksgiving. "I hate going to grocery stores, so when I go and I can't get what I want, it's unpleasant," she said.
Not too far away, at a Whole Foods Market in Logan Circle, only duck eggs, quail eggs and organic pasture-raised eggs were available. A sign informed shoppers that the store was limiting egg purchases to three cartons per customer. "We are currently experiencing difficulty sourcing eggs that meet our strict animal welfare standards," it said.
Eggs have vanished from many U.S. grocery shelves in recent weeks, sparking consumer fears that a shortage could coincide with the holiday season. Egg production in the U.S. dropped 2.6 percent in October from a year ago and is projected to decline 1 percent in 2024 compared to 2023, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reported in a Friday release.
The most recent shortage has a familiar culprit: Bird flu. A devastating outbreak of highly pathogenic bird flu first hit birds in the U.S. in February 2022 and has since impacted more than 108 million poultry in 48 states, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Avian flu outbreaks in Utah, Washington state and Oregon last month resulted in the loss of 2.8 million birds and forced the USDA to reduce its egg production estimates for the end of 2024 and start of 2025. More hens are dying from avian flu, and the remaining flock isn't growing fast enough to compensate, the USDA said.
"Bird flu is by far the biggest factor involved with egg prices," said Bernt Nelson, an economist at the American Farm Bureau Federation. "As bird flu comes and goes, our egg prices ride the wave."
Shrinking numbers of hens for the last two years have left retailers scrambling -- and egg prices climbing. The average price for a dozen large eggs was $3.37 in October -- up 30.4 percent from the same month last year -- but lower than September's average of $3.82. Egg prices have risen more than any other consumer staple in the last year and far outpaced last month's overall food inflation level of 2.1 percent.
The USDA said in its release that it expects the price of eggs to increase in late 2024 and early 2025, meaning high costs could plague consumers into the new year. The challenge with avian flu is that it keeps changing and mutating -- and as long as it stays unpredictable, the outbreak will weigh on supply and drive price volatility, Nelson said.
Avian flu usually spreads most in the fall and spring as wild birds like turkeys, ducks, geese and swans migrate for the season. These birds can easily carry the disease between farms and infect backyard and commercial flocks.
Any seasonal infection uptick usually stays isolated to the Midwest. But this fall, more birds migrated through the Pacific region, worsening outbreaks on the West Coast, Nelson said.
Egg supply last faced a massive disruption in late 2022 and early 2023, where the average cost for a dozen eggs surged to a record $4.82 during the initial outbreak of the current avian flu strain. While prices won't hit such records this fall, consumers can expect a slight tightening of egg supply through the holiday season, said Emily Metz, the chief executive and president of the American Egg Board, which markets and promotes eggs and egg products.
"This is a virus that is very wily," Metz said. "It affects farms regardless of production, style, shape, size, and whether it's cage-free or conventional or pasture-raised."
Increased feed, labor, transportation and packaging costs have also contributed to the death of the 99-cent carton of eggs, Metz said. Egg demand is typically stable despite price changes, but inflation-battered consumers are pulling back more. The USDA reported in its release Friday that consumer demand for eggs is down 10 percent from 2022 and 12 percent from 2023, even though egg prices are about the same as they were two years ago.
Egg demand usually surges before the holidays, but as prices rise at the end of this year, the agency said it expects "a level of consumer resistance to current shelf prices."
At some stores, eggs are harder to find because of cage-free specifications, which prohibit egg-laying hens from being confined to cages. This change is especially visible at stores like Trader Joe's and Whole Foods, both of which have made strides to go cage-free.
Meanwhile, several states are following suit with laws requiring the same. More than a dozen states have implemented or are set to enact cage-free requirements -- with the catch that they limit the pool of potential egg suppliers they can use, Nelson said.
Many recent avian flu outbreaks have happened in cage-free states, which have a harder time making up for lost egg production because they have to source all eggs from cage-free facilities, even when importing eggs from another state, Metz said. Current egg shortages and price volatility may hit harder in states like Arizona, Colorado and Michigan as they prepare to enforce cage-free egg laws starting in January.
Avian flu has had an outsize impact on cage-free hens because they have more free movement, which generally makes them more susceptible to disease, Nelson said. Less than half of U.S. hen flocks are cage-free, yet they account for more than 60 percent of those impacted by avian flu. Infection slows a hen's egg production if it doesn't kill the bird first, and infected flocks are typically euthanized to avoid further spread.
Because of the virus's impact, farmers are limited in the number of cage-free eggs they can produce to meet demand. The USDA says the U.S. would need to produce 66.7 billion cage-free eggs each year to meet full demand, which would require a total of 221.4 million cage-free hens. But right now, there are only 106.6 million cage-free hens, leaving a shortage of 114.8 million hens.
Still, current USDA data on chick hatches is encouraging and suggests egg production will rebound early next year, Nelson said, meaning there are "replacements in the pipeline" that will help compensate for this season's drop in production.
"Any shortages that people are experiencing are going to be intermittent," Metz said. "To the consumers looking for eggs: Don't panic."
Julian Mark contributed to this report.
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Trump eyes return of Russell Vought to key White House budget post
The president-elect is interviewing the author of a chapter of Project 2025 for a senior administration posting.
By Jeff Stein, Jacob Bogage, Lisa Rein | 2024-11-20

President Donald Trump listens as acting director of the Office of Management and Budget Russell Vought speaks in the Roosevelt Room of the White House on Oct. 9, 2019, in Washington. (Evan Vucci/AP)


President-elect Donald Trump is leaning toward appointing Russell Vought to lead the White House budget office, a move that would return the hard-charging conservative to a critical position in the federal government, according to three people familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to reflect private conversations.
Vought, who also led the White House Office of Management and Budget during Trump's first administration, is expected to meet with Trump about the job Wednesday at Mar-a-Lago, two of the people said. The office implements budget policy across the administration, overseeing spending and regulation. Vought wrote a chapter of Project 2025 on transforming the executive office of the presidency, but even though Trump repeatedly disavowed the Heritage Foundation project during his campaign, that does not appear likely to stop Trump from returning one of its architects to the White House.
Trump has not yet announced a selection, and transition officials have cautioned that he is prone to changing his mind. CBS News reported Wednesday that Trump is expected to name Vought to the post.
The move would probably have dramatic consequences for the U.S. government. Vought has been a lead proponent of a reclassification of the federal workforce that would give Trump the authority to fire thousands of government employees who are now considered civil servants, which Trump implemented at the very end of his administration before it was rescinded by President Joe Biden. Vought has pushed other novel legal theories asserting that Trump has the power to unilaterally rescind spending programs without consulting Congress. Since 2021, Vought has outlined in greater depth his vision of "radical constitutionalism," crafting plans for Trump to deploy the military in response to civil unrest and assert more control over the Justice Department.
"We need to be radical in discarding or rethinking the legal paradigms that have confined our ability to return to the original Constitution," Vought wrote in a 2022 essay. "The long, difficult road ahead of returning to our beloved Constitution starts with being honest with ourselves. It starts by recognizing that we are living in a post-Constitutional time
Although little-known beyond Washington, the White House budget office occupies a central position in the operation of the federal government. It crafts the president's annual budget proposals to Congress and helps approve spending decisions across the federal agencies. It also oversees the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, which reviews and implements draft regulations across the executive branch. In Trump's first term, Vought sought to leverage these powers more aggressively than his predecessors, while emerging as a loyal defender of Trump's policy agenda.
"It makes sense for lots of reasons," said Marc Short, who served as a senior aide to former vice president Mike Pence. "He's an incredibly smart guy who is very committed to the president's cause, and I think he'll serve Trump well."
If chosen, Vought would also probably work closely with the new "Department of Government Efficiency," led by billionaire Elon Musk and 2024 presidential candidate Vivek Ramaswamy, on cutting government spending and regulations. Musk and Ramaswamy wrote Wednesday in a Wall Street Journal op-ed that their group would "work in the new administration closely with the White House Office of Management and Budget." Trump aides have eyed using a novel legal theory spearheaded by Vought to give Musk and Ramaswamy the authority to cancel federal spending without congressional approval -- a move that could spark a constitutional showdown. In their Wall Street Journal op-ed, Musk and Ramaswamy said they believed the Supreme Court would side with Trump if that theory was tested.
Vought has also repeatedly denounced "woke and weaponized" federal spending efforts.
Vought's most immediate impact on Washington could be his efforts to overhaul the federal workforce. Trump in January 2021 moved forward with an effort to shift many federal workers to a new job classification called Schedule F, which would have stripped them of civil service protections and made them political appointees instead. The effort would have removed protections for tens of thousands of career federal employees, but the Trump administration ran out of time before it could be implemented.
Vought has been a key figure in conservative Washington budget circles for decades. He was the executive director of the conservative House Republican Study Committee and joined the lobbying arm of the Heritage Foundation. He also worked for Texas Republicans in Congress, including Sen. Phil Gramm and Rep. Jeb Hensarling.
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Retail giant Target lowers holiday expectations, even as a rival thrives
The day after Walmart predicted a strong fourth quarter, Target forecast a flat holiday shopping season as shoppers look for cheaper items. 
By Jaclyn Peiser | 2024-11-20

A Target store in New York in September. (Ted Shaffrey/AP)


Target expects a subdued holiday season as consumers flock to cheaper competitors such as Walmart to fill grocery carts and stuff Christmas stockings.
Minneapolis-based Target cut its full-year forecast and reported slumping profits and flat comparable sales growth of 0.2 percent over last year, lower than Wall Street analysts expected. Shares of Target dropped almost 22 percent by midday Wednesday.
The company reduced its annual earnings forecast by about 8 percent even as it heads into the busiest shopping season of the year. Target thrives on shoppers making impulse purchases in discretionary categories such as home, apparel and sporting goods, but the company warned consumers are still feeling pressure on their wallets and are seeking out sales and value.
"The current consumer mood is one that is not aligned in Target's favor," Neil Saunders, a managing director of GlobalData, said in an analyst note.
Target's news also comes on the heels of glowing quarterly results from its fiercest competitor. While Walmart has edged out Target over the past few years thanks to its lower prices, its recent quarterly results showed a stark shift in priorities for consumers of all income levels. The Bentonville, Arkansas-based retailer, which raised its full-year outlook Tuesday, noted shoppers from households earning more than $100,000 made up 75 percent of its market share gains in the third quarter. Walmart said it was seeing positive results in its discretionary categories, suggesting that consumers who may have once browsed those aisles at Target are now trading-down at Walmart.
Walmart also has an edge over Target in the grocery category as consumers battle high grocery prices. In addition to Target having a more limited selection at most stores than Walmart, it also can't compete on price. The company announced in May that it was lowering prices on 5,000 items, including food and household staples. Target said Wednesday that by the end of the year, it will have cut prices on over 10,000 items.
Same-store sales for Target fell 1.9 percent in the third quarter compared to the same period last year. Total revenue was $25.7 billion, about 1.1 percent higher than 2023, and total sales increased just 0.9 percent. Target chief executive Brian Cornell said Wednesday that the results show that consumers are "shopping carefully as they work to overcome the cumulative impact of multiple years of price inflation."
Target chief commercial officer Rick Gomez said in an earnings call Wednesday that consumers have become more "resourceful" and deals-focused. For example, Gomez said, sales dipped leading up to the Target Circle week in October that starts the retailer's holiday shopping push, and fell again after.
"They're willing to wait for sales and willing to search across multiple retailers to find them," Gomez said. Customers are also taking advantage of these promotions to stock up on everyday essentials such as toilet paper and shampoo, he said.
Still, customers will spend on newness and innovation in general-merchandise categories, Gomez said. But Target has failed to offer compelling items, Saunders said.
"Many of the products now have a dull predictability about them, and this just isn't enough to stimulate a more reluctant consumer," he said.
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I tried 9 Costco Kirkland wines. Some blew me away.
Costco Kirkland wines are generally good, but some are spectacular.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-11-21

Wine bottles from the Costco's Kirkland Signature line of wines, which include Kirkland Grave Pinot Grigio 2023; Kirkland Ti Point Sauvignon Blanc 2023; Kirkland Sonoma County Chardonnay 2021; Kirkland Napa Valley Red Blend 2022; Kirkland Cabernet Sauvignon 2023; Kirkland Toscana 2021; Kirkland 10 Year Old Tawny Porto; Kirkland Champagne Brut; Kirkland Barolo 2020. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


My family calls Costco "the dangerous place," because we can never go there and just stick to our shopping list. We always come home with something we had no idea we needed when we entered the store.
It's a good thing we live in Maryland, where Costco doesn't sell wine.
But I did want to check out Costco's wine program, so I headed recently to the D.C. store. I was specifically interested in the Kirkland Signature line of wines, the warehouse chain's private label. Private label wines are typically surplus wines purchased on the bulk market or produced under contract in various regions around the world. They can be good bargains for price-conscious consumers.
I purchased a selection of Kirkland wines and added a couple others to compare price and quality. Overall, I was impressed. An Italian pinot grigio from Friuli at $5 would make an ideal "house white," as would a tasty Sonoma County chardonnay for $8. A $20 Barolo (which I recommended a few weeks ago) and a Toscano red for $15 were terrific bargains for the price. And a 10-year-old tawny port for less than $17, from one of my favorite port producers? A sure winner. And where else can you find authentic and quite decent champagne for $20? Ideal for bingeing on your favorite shows with a bucket of popcorn.
On the other hand, a Napa Valley Red Blend disappointed, and a California cabernet sauvignon in a 3-liter box proved undrinkable.
The selection of Kirkland wines was also limited. The employee stocking the section told me Rhones and other reds would arrive in a few weeks. Apparently top wines are seasonal, and I was early. And of course, with hundreds of stores across the country, the wine selection will vary, and larger markets are likely to have better choices.
"The Kirkland branded wines are really a bonus," says Andrew Cullen, editor of CostcoWineBlog.com, a blog he launched in 2010 to rate wines sold at Costco and alert readers to special bargains. "A nice selection of juice from highly sought after regions, at prices you don't see anywhere else. I think some of these wines are better than others, but taken as a whole, they are usually very very good buys."
Cullen is particularly excited about a new feature launched in September on Costco's app, allowing members to search a store's inventory before shopping. "It's not perfect yet, but I'm pumped for this," Cullen says, adding that he uses it daily to search for wines at Costcos near where he lives, in Atlanta.
Steven Schattman, a retired wine retailer and distributor, shops at the Costco in Pentagon City, Va. He finds the Kirkland label wines "all over the map: Some seem exceptionally well-made and others, not so much." He cites bottle variation as an issue, and wishes he could find a Sancerre he fell in love with a few years ago. "Never saw it again," he laments.
Schattman appreciates Costco's selection of other wines, typically large brands. He likes wines from Oyster Bay in New Zealand, Torbreck in Australia, Norton in Argentina and Louis Jadot in France. And he stocks up on a four-bottle selection of petit chateau bordeaux that Costco introduces each fall for $30.
At $7.50 a bottle, "who sells better-than-decent Bordeaux for that?" he asks.
"Shopping for wine at Costco is like shopping for anything else," Cullen of CostcoWineBlog.com says. "It's a nice curated selection at an unbeatable price. It moves fast, so strike when you see something. It might never reappear. These are basic Costco shopping principles."

Our wine columnist tasted a number of Costco's Kirkland Signature line of wines. These are the ones he really enjoyed. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


Here are the wines I tried on my trip to Costco in Washington, D.C., in ascending order by price:
Friuli, Italy, $5
The mountains of northern Italy produce that country's best pinot grigio. This version offers aromas of crisp green apple and white flowers, and zippy acidity to keep it dry and clean on the finish. Alcohol by volume: 12.5 percent. Bottle weight: 375 grams (Light).
Marlborough, New Zealand, $8
This fell on the riper side of New Zealand sauvignon blanc, featuring passion fruit and lime zest, and a hint of jalapeno. For comparison, I bought the Oyster Bay Sauvignon Blanc 2023, a good-quality popular brand, at $10. It showed more of the grassy peppery character that made New Zealand a savvie star back in the 1990s. So if you like the more aggressive style, go for the Oyster Bay, but if you prefer a fruitier version, the Kirkland is a great value for the price. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 425 grams (Light).
California, $8
Here's a straightforward chardonnay, with flavors of peaches and apples, and little oak influence to detract from the fruit. For comparison, I bought a La Crema Sonoma Coast Chardonnay 2022 at $15; it offered more complexity and depth for the premium in price. ABV: 13.5 percent. BW: 485 grams (Light).
Napa Valley, Calif. $11
This Bordeaux-style blend of cabernet sauvignon, merlot, malbec, cabernet franc and petit verdot seemed promising, given Napa Valley's high prices. And the Costco wine guy gave a gesture of approval when he saw me with the bottle. The wine is ... okay ... but it suffers from an odd juxtaposition of being underripe and overripe at the same time. This can come from blending underripe and overripe juice, hoping to balance each other out. Or less-than-meticulous vineyard work can result in high sugars -- and therefore higher alcohol -- even though the grapes are not physiologically ripe, resulting in raisiny and vegetal flavors coexisting uncomfortably in the wine. If we go by the theory that private label wines seek value in winery castoffs, it's easy to see why this wine did not meet some winery's standards. ABV: 14.5 percent. BW: 550 grams (Average).
California, $15 for a 3-liter box
Professional wine tasters have certain shorthands when writing tasting notes. This wine rates a "DNPIM," for "Do Not Put in Mouth." Sweet, syrupy and cloying, it tastes as if "grapes" would appear toward the end of an ingredient list. At the equivalent of less than $4 a bottle, it's an example of "you get what you pay for." ABV: 13 percent.
Tuscany, Italy, $15
Produced by Caiarossa winery in the province of Pisa near the Tuscan coast, this wine exhibits the savory cocoa-dusted cherry flavors of sangiovese, with impressive depth and concentration for the price. ABV: 13.5 percent. BW: 670 grams (Heavy).
Douro Valley, Portugal, $17
Made by Fonseca, a leading house in the Taylor Fladgate group, this 10-year-old tawny port is delicious, and about a third of the price of its peers. Dried figs, roasted hazelnuts and almonds, and a flavor that always seems to be in the background as you relax with family and friends, catching up after dinner around a crackling fire when life is good and it really doesn't matter if your sentence has a verb. That's this wine. ABV: 20 percent (fortified). BW: 455 grams (Light).
Champagne, France, $20
Kirkland's champagne is made by Manuel Janisson, who may be familiar to DC-area wine lovers as the French partner behind Thibaut-Janisson, Virginia's top-notch sparkling wines. To be honest, this wine is not as exciting as Claude Thibaut's Blanc de Chardonnay, but it is cheaper and arguably the best value in champagne. For weekly celebrations or any occasion worthy of elevating with bubbles, this champers answers the call. ABV: 12 percent. BW: 920 grams (Heavy for sparkling).
Piemonte, Italy, $20
Barolo typically costs $50-$100 in the U.S. market, depending on site, producer and cachet from critics' ratings. I recently recommended a "bargain" Barolo at $35. This Costco exclusive from the Kirkland label clocks in at an astonishing $20, especially considering it's a DOCG, the top rank of the appellation. The color is garnet, showing the brick tinge nebbiolo is known for. The aromas and flavors are earthy, mushroomy "forest floor" -- and the finish lingers. ABV: 14 percent. BW: 560 grams (Average).
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2024/11/21/costco-wine-barolo-champagne-review/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Want to reduce food waste at Thanksgiving? Cook less.
To reduce Thanksgiving food waste, do the math, prepare less food, serve it in smaller portions on smaller platters and embrace your leftovers.
By Rachael Jackson | 2024-11-21
Thanksgiving is about giving thanks. So you'd think we'd show gratitude for spreads of turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes and pies by not throwing the food away.
But somehow the equivalent of about 8.2 million whole birds, or 4 percent of the turkeys produced in the United States every year, will bypass our stomachs and go from plate and platter to trash heap this Thanksgiving, according to ReFED, a nonprofit focused on reducing food waste. That poultry is part of the 316 million total pounds of food, worth more than $556 million, that ReFED estimates will go to waste on the holiday. The stakes are high: Discarded food has a huge carbon footprint and wastes both the food and the resources expended to create it, even as millions of Americans face food insecurity.
That's all bad, but our motives are so good. We want to show love. We want to cater to different tastes and diets. We want to set beautiful tables. Also? Turkeys are enormous.
One positive takeaway: If you're hosting Thanksgiving, there's room to chill. Give yourself permission to buy, prepare and serve less. I'd wager a stack of too many pumpkin pies that your guests will still leave happy and stuffed. And with less food to stress over and less trash to haul to the curb, you'll do yourself and the Earth a solid.
So, how do you host a festive, rich meal that's light on waste? Here are some ideas from people who keep a close eye on what we eat and what we throw away.
Aurora Dawn Benton, a sustainability consultant who works with event planners, estimated that a Thanksgiving dinner, especially when guests bring dishes, could easily swell to several times more food than people can eat in one sitting. Hosts get so caught up in pleasure, abundance and service, she said, that "no one is stopping to do the math."
Enter the Guest-imator, an online tool from the Natural Resources Defense Council. Tell it how many people you're expecting (including your breakdown of light, average and heavy eaters), the number and types of dishes you're contemplating and your leftover desires, and it cranks out guidance.
At 42 percent of dumped food, turkey tops the Thanksgiving waste charts, according to ReFED. Consider a smaller bird -- and make plans to use it all. At the end of the meal, as guests are filling to-go containers, give them an extra nudge on the turkey. Queue up your favorite leftover turkey recipes and boil the carcass for soup.
"There should be a real taboo over wasting animal products and dairy," said Pete Pearson, vice president for food loss and waste at the World Wildlife Fund. "They have such a larger environmental footprint."
Many people avoid bread. And amid Thanksgiving's stuffing-and-potatoes carb fest, there's no rule that There Must Be Rolls. (With apologies to the grandma long ago satirized in The Onion: Grandma Concerned About Dinner Roll Count.)
When Benton audits waste at hotels and conference centers, she finds that diners often ignore buffet bread baskets; rolls that do end up on plates often migrate back to the kitchen with nary a nibble.
"If you're buying whatever bread just to be bread, stop," she said. Of course, she doesn't suggest scrapping the beloved family cornbread or that biscuit recipe you're excited to try. The hope is to spend precious time and resources on the things people will actually eat.
Melissa Pflugh Prescott, an assistant professor at Case Western Reserve University who studies human behavior around food waste and nutrition, points out that our eyes tend to be bigger than our stomachs.
"It's kind of like a double whammy," she said of food displays that nudge people to over-serve themselves. "You might be more likely to eat past the point of fullness and also waste food."
So help your guests out. Bite-size appetizers and skinny pie slices prevent the I-want-to-try-everything folks from overcommitting; those with big appetites can just take more.




Studies have found that smaller plates lead to less waste -- even as people return for seconds. Smaller serving utensils also help people self-limit.
But let's say you're using the good china and don't own a magical shrinking machine. Smaller or less-filled serving dishes, restocked as needed, are stealthy food waste preventers. Same goes for artful plating that requires less food to be out at once.
"The more you put out, the more tends to be wasted," Benton said. "Because at the end of the meal, you might be like, 'Oh, these muffins were sitting out all day. Let's just toss those.' Whereas if they had stayed in a container they'd be a little fresher, and probably last longer, and be eaten over the next several days."
Keep an eye on what gets thrown away, whether that's plate waste, forgotten leftovers or a salad that gave up the ghost by cleanup time. Even some quick notes can help slash waste next time. In case studies, World Wildlife Fund researchers found that waste-reducing steps, including an emphasis on measuring what landed in the trash, helped hotels cut buffet waste by nearly 40 percent.
Even a scaled-back holiday will have extra -- that's part of the fun. So invite people to bring containers to fill. If your own leftovers enthusiasm will run out before the food does, pay your meal prep forward by freezing ASAP.
Brian Roe, an Ohio State University food waste researcher, advises defrosting those leftovers relatively soon, before they're freezer-burned mysteries. He said some could come in handy for December potlucks, another way to save time and effort while expending fewer resources.
My family schedules Thanksgiving: The Sequel for a cold day in January when the holidays are long gone. A cozy, low-stress meal on a busy weeknight is something I'm always thankful for.
Rachael Jackson is a D.C.-based writer and the founder of eatortoss.com. Reach her at rachael@eatortoss.com.
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Our best bread recipes for Thanksgiving, including rolls and biscuits 
Whether you want Thanksgiving rolls or stuffing-inspired bread, these recipes will be right at home on your holiday table.
By Becky Krystal | 2024-11-21
"Don't fill up on bread!" is a common refrain around the dinner table. To which I say: You do you! "Too much bread" is not a phrase in my vocabulary, because I love it so much. Yes, even on Thanksgiving -- with so many other dishes vying for our attention and appetite -- I always want bread (or biscuits or rolls or both or ...).
Not only is the aroma hard to beat, but bread also can serve a variety of purposes before, during and after the meal. A pre-dinner snack? Absolutely. (My husband's family has been known to ration out one roll per person in the run-up to the main feast.) When it comes time for the rest of the dishes, bread makes a handy utensil for scooping up a bit of this and that. And, of course, it's essential for any sandwiches featuring leftovers.
I take great joy and satisfaction in the process of making yeasted breads, but they can feel like just that -- a process. If you have the time to put into a tender loaf or batch of rolls, you'll be richly rewarded. If you don't, no sweat. The possibilities for bread on Thanksgiving include many quick and easy bakes, including biscuits, cornbread, muffins and a few wild cards you'll find below. And people on a vegan or gluten-free diet needn't be left out either. We have options for those guests, too.
Once you put any of these recipes from our archives on the table, don't be surprised if they're the first thing to go.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


These pretty puffs -- achievable for novice bread bakers -- come together quickly and require only a short rise. If you want to get a jump on the prep, freeze the shaped rolls on a jellyroll pan and allow for time to defrost, rise and bake on Thursday. Another similar option: pandesal, a slightly sweet Philippine specialty. Get the recipe.
Pictured at top. Here's one for the cornbread purists out there. This recipe features no sugar and no flour, meaning it's ideal for any gluten-free diners (just be mindful of whether the cornmeal is certified wheat-free, given the risk of cross-contamination). A very hot cast-iron skillet gets you the crackling crust indicated by the name, and you'll serve the bread upside down to help showcase it. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Aaron Hutcherson's stuffing-inspired creation will give you two loaves -- plenty for those next-day sandwiches. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


If you don't have the patience for yeasted bread, this very clever recipe uses a dough leavened with baking powder and baking soda. While we think of soda bread around St. Patrick's Day, the herbs here make this slab a fitting accompaniment to Thanksgiving. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Thanksgiving is tinged with nostalgia, and for many people, nostalgia tastes like Red Lobster's famous biscuits. To get that fix without the boxed mix, try my riff on the herby, cheesy rounds. Get the recipe.

(Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post/food styling by Diana Jeffra for The Washington Post)


"These are soft, fluffy biscuits, not the super-flaky mile-high kind (which also can be glorious), and they get extra oomph from just enough nutmeg, cinnamon and brown sugar to play up the sweet potato," Food and Dining editor Joe Yonan says. The key to success? Coconut milk. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post; props by Limonata Creative for The Washington Post)


Stuffing meets bread in this large-format bread that feeds a crowd. Extras make awesome sandwiches. Switch up the toppings as you see fit, or stick with the original Fast Focaccia on which this recipe is based. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Set a basket of these two-bite muffins on the table and wait for the compliments. If you don't have whole-wheat pastry flour, a mix of all-purpose and regular whole-wheat flours works just fine. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


Prefer to start with a boxed mix? We loved using Jiffy, but a few small tweaks elevated it to holiday-worthy bread. If you prefer a from-scratch cornbread, check out this recipe, too. Get the recipe.

(Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This cheesy Brazilian specialty is gluten-free. Plus, you can par-bake the puffs, freeze them and then pop them in the oven to finish on Thanksgiving so they're warm and ready for the big meal. Get the recipe.

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This classic recipe from James Beard creates soft, tender rolls with a golden hue that are perfect for the holiday. You can make them in a stand mixer, but the dough is easy to knead by hand. Get the recipe.

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post; props by Limonata Creative for The Washington Post) 


You'll need to budget an overnight rest in the fridge and a few hours for rising at room temperature, but there's very little hands-on time for this recipe from Toni Tipton-Martin's book "Jubilee: Recipes from Two Centuries of African American Cooking." Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This is a wonderful option for people who want an impressive bread without having to start from scratch. The triple dose of garlic -- roasted, grated and powdered -- will punch through some of the other richer flavors on the table. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


These fluffy, tender and crispy-edged biscuits come together in a snap. Stir together the batter and scrape it into a hot dish -- very doable even on a hectic Thanksgiving. Get the recipe.

(Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Make this recipe as is or leave out or tweak the add-ins to create a bread most suited to your meal. Walnuts and cranberries would be seasonal options. Get the recipe.
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Ask Sahaj: My in-laws' visits last for months. I'm at my wit's end.
How does she deal with her in-laws' months-long visits and inconsiderate behavior without making her husband feel caught in the middle?
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-11-21

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I have an ongoing conflict with my in-laws. I am a white, American-born woman and my husband is a first-generation Korean immigrant. We have been married over a decade and have a wonderful family life. We live life basically on our own, as my parents live across the country and his live in Korea.
The problem arises when his parents visit with very little notice and stay for extended periods (think two to three months) due to the difficulty of travel. They typically stay in our home, so they can be close to their grandkids. They try to be considerate houseguests, but I struggle because their staying disrupts our quiet lives and routines. Their actions contradict our parenting. Their comings and goings are highly dependent on us, and we are expected to accommodate them regardless of what else we had planned. There are also unspoken expectations that I sometimes unknowingly don't meet, which then brings up bad feelings. All of this is complicated by the fact that we do not share enough common language to hash it out without my husband as a go-between, which is not a position I want to put him in.
Initially, I tried to be accommodating because I felt that was expected, but now, I feel like I'm being disrespected. I understand that in their culture the older generation warrants respect and compliance from the younger. But I feel as if their behavior demonstrates an expectation that I respect their culture, while they show no effort to respect mine. Add to that the feeling of personal boundaries being violated and I am at my wit's end.
I hate this, and I hate that my husband always feels caught in the middle. How do I deal with this? What am I supposed to do as a person who wants to respect them but also feels their behavior is inconsiderate toward me and our family?
-- Less-than-dutiful daughter-in-law
LTDDIL: Your resentment is a sign that boundaries need to be put in place. Boundaries don't have to be all or nothing, but clearly the way things are going is not working for you.
In fact, there seem to be many different things weighing on you about your in-laws' visits. If you had to specify, which issues feel the most pressing? Separate these issues between what has always been cultural differences and what is specifically frustrating regarding their visits. This will help you focus on what is most important to you and interrogate what you can work with and let go of. You want to zero in on specific behaviors and dynamics rather than sweeping everything under a "different culture" rug.
Then you can bring what you've parsed out to your husband. It is his responsibility (language barrier or not) to serve as a buffer between you and his parents (in the same way it would be yours with your parents). It sounds like he is experiencing a tension in his roles as son and husband. If he "chooses" you, he feels like a bad son. If he takes his parents' side, he feels like a bad husband. Unfortunately, this is something he has to explore and make decisions about for himself instead of feeling pulled by those around him. This may mean confronting fears and norms that he has yet to challenge, and you may want to nudge him to reflect on this.
Differing cultural or familial norms in a relationship can be complicated, but it requires open communication, active listening, and ensuring that you and your husband are a team dealing with these issues together -- not against each other. You ultimately want to decide: What is he willing to do or tolerate to ease your distress during these visits? What are you willing to do or tolerate to ease your husband's distress from this situation? If having these conversations together proves to be too difficult, couples counseling may be a good next step.
Essentially, you and your husband want to be proactive, not reactive, about his parents' visits. You say they "typically" stay in your home, which makes me wonder if there's a compromise in how long they stay with you when they're in town. It's okay if you need to reevaluate the months-long visits. How can your husband communicate this or that you need advance notice? How are you taking care of yourself during these visits? What are things you can both do beforehand, or plan for after, that help you ground back into your own peace? How can you plan for taking turns with them so you each get personal time during the visit as well? Tag teaming can help you feel less alone and more supported during the visits.
Emotionally, are these "bad feelings" you experience from their visits because your in-laws do or say things that are hurtful, or is it because of a hyperawareness of cultural differences that causes you not to feel good enough? There's a difference between your in-law berating you for not doing something that's cultural and you being acutely aware that your cultures clash in micro (and macro) ways even if no one is saying anything. You want to be honest with yourself about what is slightly annoying and different versus what is feeling hurtful and disrespectful to you.
Boundaries are not about keeping your in-laws out but rather finding ways to sustain the relationship while protecting your wellness. The key here is to find common ground. What parts of their visits feel enjoyable? This may be focusing visits on your kids, or reflecting on which Korean traditions you can honor with your in-laws. Exploring these can help you feel a sense of agency in what you're doing and why you're doing it. Even after doing all of the above, there is a chance that your in-laws won't change. That doesn't mean you shouldn't make changes with your husband to ensure future visits feel more tolerable for you both.
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Asking Eric: Uncles don't acknowledge niece's birthday with gift or card
Letter writer's brothers don't send a card or gift for their niece's birthday.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-11-21
Dear Eric: I have two brothers that have recently failed to send a birthday gift or even a card to my 12-year-old daughter. My wife and I on the other hand always send birthday gifts or money and a card to their kids, our nieces and nephews.
My daughter took note of not getting a gift from them this past year in a sad kind of manner. She enjoys her aunts and uncles and cousins otherwise.
One of my brothers just sent a request for a video game birthday gift to his 9-year-old son. I am happy to give a gift to my nephew but also a bit annoyed that this is not reciprocated. Welcome your advice.
-- No Gift Back
No Gift Back: Send the gift but have a separate conversation with your brothers about what gifts mean to your daughter and how the lack of acknowledgment has made her, and you feel.
The niece/nephew gift exchange need not be tit for tat, but it's important that your brothers know that you're not feeling the kind of family connection that you want. Offer to send them reminders or gift request lists, if you want, for your daughter's sake. This may not be an intentional slight; they may simply not be great at keeping up with birthdays.
Dear Eric: I'm gay and a dad. Recently, my 16-year-old's phone was connected to the car display, and I noticed from a notification that he had changed his phone contact for me from Dad to my real name and changed my husband's name to Dad. My feelings are hurt. Am I overreacting or should I have a discussion with my son about it? I can't stop thinking about what could've happened to cause this change.
-- Used to be Dad
Dad: I understand why this hits a sensitive spot for you. Your relationship with your kid probably continues to change and develop as he moves toward adulthood. And I imagine there have been people at various points in your life who have questioned the legitimacy of your family structure. But you know the truth: you are your kid's dad, and you always will be.
So, what's going on with him? Probably nothing. Maybe it's funny to him that when his father calls, his full government name pops up on the screen. Maybe he's experimenting with being more mature and testing out new nomenclature. Our phones are places where we deposit the weird insides of our brains, and it doesn't always make sense to the outside eye.
I'm curious what he calls you when speaking to you. Are you still "Dad?" Or has that changed, too? That's a better measure, I think.
But the best measure of the strength of your relationship is your actual relationship. Try to put aside the hurt; chalk it up to teen capriciousness. Mention it to him casually if you're nervous that it means something bigger. "I see you changed my name on your phone. Any story there?" If he gives that textbook teen response "Nothing" (or its cousin: a shrug), let it be just that.
Dear Eric: My brother-in-law is coming for a visit. He likes to drink very high-end alcohol. As a host, how much do I have to provide? He can easily polish an entire bottle off in one night. He is visiting for a week. My husband and I occasionally will have a glass of cheap red wine. I'm struggling being a good host and blowing my grocery budget.
-- Teetotaler Host
Host: As the guest, shouldn't your brother-in-law be bringing you a fancy bottle of his favorite spirit as a thank you, not the other way around?
At most, you can buy one of his preferred bottles, as a gesture of hospitality. But guests shouldn't come with contract riders. If you don't have something he wants, he's capable of stocking the bar himself. Sometimes, part of making oneself at home when visiting, is asking the host for directions to the liquor store.
Dear Eric: I read the letter from "Unchanged Channel" regarding the widowed parent who only wants to watch TV and not socialize. From the point of view of one who was widowed eight years ago, after 43 years of marriage, I would tell the children not to worry.
They should know that at each and every doctor's appointment to which we older folk go, we are asked Medicare's required questions designed to identify depression and overindulgence (even at the dermatologist). The kids should ensure that their mother goes at least yearly to a general practitioner to monitor her health; this could go quite a way toward their peace of mind.
-- Enjoying Life
Life: Thank you for raising the importance of keeping up regular health monitoring with a primary care physician and specialists.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Carolyn Hax: Boyfriend gives gifts that he would like for himself
Boyfriend chooses gifts centered on his own hobbies, and the letter writer wants to know whether to question him on this.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-11-21

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My boyfriend and I have been together for three years, and I love him so much. I would rather do anything than hurt his feelings.
I've noticed that, when he gives me presents, what he gives me aren't things I'm interested in, but things that he wants me to get interested in. For example, he loves snorkeling, but the first time we went, I had a panic attack. He got me snorkeling gear for Christmas that year. He is super into guitar, he plays, but it is not something that I am into at all other than liking to listen to him. For his birthday, I got him this guitar he's been wanting, then he got me guitar lessons for my birthday.
When he asks me what I want, I point him to lists, and he also knows I knit, crochet, do felting and have a loom, so I love yarns, etc. I told him the people at the yarn shop I favor know what I like, but he never went there. I know he gets excited about things we can do together, I really am grateful, but I worry this might indicate an underlying relationship issue about his expectations for me.
Because Christmas is coming, he's asking again, and I'm wondering whether I should raise this issue with him.
-- I Am Me
I Am Me: Yes! Here's why.
You're right to be concerned that his comically self-centered gift-giving is a character problem. You're also right not to automatically assume it is -- because some wonderful people are terrible at gifts, and some terrible people are good at gifts.
Talking to him is not only the logical next step in preventing him from spending a lot of money just to insult you. But it also offers a much more reliable measure of character: how he responds to constructive criticism.
Use this perfect opening to say: "I am grateful you asked what I want for Christmas. What I would like is what I would like -- needlework supplies, for example -- as opposed to what you would like me to like. Snorkeling gear and guitar lessons are things you want me to like." Pause for the in-sinking.
How he responds will blow the sky open with angels singing the Truth, possibly bearing felt.
It may sound like surly pouting, too, or a crappy fight, but it doesn't have to be melodic to be useful. If your having feelings hurts his feelings, then what does that say about him?
He might also nod and apologize and hug you and say, yes, of course, Sweetie, I understand, and on Christmas morning you will unwrap an underwater guitar you can play while snorkeling. So, good luck?
You don't have to rely on blunt conversations or angel song, though. He has been telling you, in his way, since Day 1, whether he accepts you as-is or has a mind to change you. And you've heard his messages loud and clear, if you're honest with yourself. Don't let small conflicts like gift-giving distract you from the fact that the truth is whole, constant and making itself heard every day.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2024/11/21/carolyn-hax-boyfriend-gifts-selfish/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Miss Manners: Hugging is hard because I am so tall
Can he adjust how he hugs shorter people so that it's more comfortable?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-11-21
Dear Miss Manners: I'm a man who is 6-foot-6 and 62 years old. My entire life, I have found myself bent in half when greeting women for whom a welcome hug is appropriate. My aunties, cousins, sisters and any number of others might throw their arms up, initiating a hug.
When women (of any age) hug me, they always want to put their arms above my own -- their arms are basically around my neck during the hug. Picture me bent in half hugging my 4'11" mother-in-law.
I'm wondering, is this just hugging etiquette? Would I be in violation if I just kept my arms above theirs, allowing myself less of a stoop? Is it a rule or custom?
It is not a rule, and Miss Manners gives you leave to bend only as far as is consistent with your principles and your back.
Dear Miss Manners: Our town is a typical suburb of a large city. It was originally settled by German farmers, but over the years, it has become an affluent sprawl of subdivisions and strip malls. Many of the original family farms have been honored in various street names.
Lingering descendants of the families, or those who knew them, adhere to the original pronunciations, but the majority of the community no longer does. For example: Old-timers insist that Mueller Street should be pronounced "Miller," not "Mew-ler." This is just one of several examples.
The thing is, I have lived in this town since the early 1970s, and never heard anyone refer to that street as "Miller." If someone gave me directions and said, "Turn on Miller Street," I would have bypassed the "Mueller" sign and kept looking.
I feel that naming a street after a family is lovely, but that the family's right to police pronunciation is limited. The whole point of naming streets at all is to make navigation easier. If the community at large has tacitly agreed to call a street "Mew-ler" because that is the more intuitive, contemporary interpretation of the spelling, then that becomes the correct way to say the street name.
Those who pronounce these streets "wrong" are being told, on social media, that they owe it to these families to adopt the "correct" pronunciation. This seems unnecessary to me -- and I have a Dutch last name that no one can pronounce without guidance.
Snapping at people to do something that has not been done in decades is unlikely to be effective. Far better to use one of the few advantages Miss Manners sees to social media -- which is that people can opt out of group conversations about such issues, rather than feeding the flames by continuing to argue about them.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Family shuns my interracial marriage. Do I tell our kid? Hax readers give advice.
Is there an age-appropriate way to explain to a 5-year-old that his grandparents disowned his parent because they're racist?
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-11-20

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My 5-year-old son wants to know why he only has one set of grandparents and has aunts and uncles only on my wife's side. He knows my wife's parents and sisters, but he has never met my parents or siblings.
My family disowned me when my wife and I started dating, saying they don't want a daughter/sister-in-law of another race. Growing up I honestly never thought they were racist. I had a couple of Black friends in high school and my family never objected. Although, thinking back, they did only have White friends themselves.
All the things they called me were very hurtful; they told me how much of a disgrace I am and they never want to see me or know my family. That's why they've never seen their grandson, because I don't trust them not to resent him the way they resent me and my wife. My son is a wonderful boy who deserves to be surrounded by loving people.
The problem is he's noticed his friends have two sets of grandparents and started to ask questions. I don't know what to tell him about them. I don't want to lie, but the truth is too harsh. How do I explain this to him in an age-appropriate way?
-- Disowned
Disowned: Have you discussed this with your wife, and are you dissatisfied with her answer? Please defer to her experiences, that of her family, and your other non-White friends.
-- Defer
Disowned: I'm not close with some of my family of origin either. The best advice I got was to tell an age-appropriate version of the truth. That way you only ever have to add details as he grows. For a 5-year-old, maybe something like: "I love my mom and dad, but they choose to be mean to people based on silly things like how somebody looks. So that's why we don't hang out with them." And then answer any other questions he has (what are their names, where do they live) so he knows it's not an off-limits topic. I'm sorry you and your sweet family have to deal with that.
-- Honesty
Disowned: As a biracial person, I advise NOT telling a young child about this dynamic, especially since the family is not around. You don't have to lie. You can say you have disagreements, but I wouldn't tell him it is because of his and his mother's race. He will blame himself, and it will cause horror and fear, and it may subject him to a terrible type of racism that will feel very personal to him.
It's a bitter lesson that he will ultimately learn. I think this topic is okay for an older child. Perhaps when he is in middle school? That's up to you. Trust me: It's not nice to feel like your granny hates you because of your skin and hair. And before you do eventually discuss it, I suggest you focus on processing it yourself.
-- Hold On
Disowned: Maybe it's time to talk about what a family is: Family can be people who are related and/or people who love you and treat you lovingly. Sometimes people don't treat their relatives lovingly and respectfully. When that happens, it's not only okay but wise to find people you love and who treat you well to be your chosen family. The important thing is not who's related by blood or marriage but with whom you share mutual love, respect and support. Simplify as appropriate for a 5-year-old.
-- Family
Disowned: I am the non-White mother in a similar situation: My husband's family disowned him when we started dating. And I come from a mixed-race family, so I know this struggle from the kid's and parent's side.
My parents explained racism all wrong. When I was a young kid, I was terrified that anyone in public could be a secret racist plotting to hurt my family. That was not great on my little psyche. On the other hand, by age 5, I had already heard my fair share of racist taunts on the playground, so I am glad I wasn't blindsided and had already been introduced to the concept.
When my child is old enough to ask why he doesn't have two sets of grandparents, I intend to tell him about racism. "You know how Mommy's skin is darker than Daddy's, and Mommy has curly hair and Daddy has straight hair? Well, Daddy's mum and dad didn't like that, and they wanted Daddy to marry someone that looks like him. There are people in the world that don't like people that don't look like them, and that is wrong."
Then, instead of the scary things that I was told, I plan to take the power back and tell my son, "We don't spend time with people like that because there are too many good people in the world to spend time with."
Hopefully, when my son unfortunately gets taunted on the playground (or hears someone else getting taunted), he feels empowered to say there is something wrong with them and not with him. And he will still trust that most people are good.
-- Been There, Am That
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking chat: How long will it take for my turkey to defrost?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-11-20

(Tom McCorkle For The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Does Michelin Guide recognition still matter? 
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-11-20
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How to stop making the same Thanksgiving mistakes every year 
Missing ingredients, frozen turkeys, not leaving time to get dressed and other mistakes to avoid this Thanksgiving.
By Aaron Hutcherson | 2024-11-20

(Illustrations by Maria Jesus Contreras for The Washington Post) 


Thanksgiving is the ultimate food holiday. With it often comes a side of stress for the cook to make a beautiful, bountiful spread for their loved ones to enjoy. Whether you're hosting your first Thanksgiving meal, are contributing a dish to the holiday feast or are a seasoned pro at putting on the entire production, it becomes easy to make mistakes that we normally wouldn't if we let the pressure get to us.
I'm still haunted by the one year where it seemed like nothing was going according to plan and the food simply wasn't my best work. Even I, a trained cook, have off days. (It's frustrating when they fall on Thanksgiving, but it's also not the end of the world.)
Here are some of the common Thanksgiving mistakes you need to look out for -- and how to avoid (or fix) them.
Film, television and art -- I'm looking at you, Norman Rockwell -- have inundated us with images of perfect Thanksgiving meals for all of our lives. Let this be a reminder that perfection is overrated. You don't need to cook an entire buffet with a million different food options, nor is this the time to try a completely new menu that you've never prepared before. One main dish, a few sides and a dessert or two -- with a mix of family favorites and exciting twists on tradition -- are more than enough. And there's no need to try to do it all yourself, especially if you're new to hosting. Delegation is the key to your sanity. Assign tasks to guests, such as putting your cousin in charge of beverages, or make it a potluck, which is extremely helpful when you're feeding more than a handful of people.
To help cut down on the amount of work that needs to be done on the day of, figure out what can be accomplished in advance. Come up with a cooking plan and stick to it. But in case you find yourself running behind schedule, have some snacks on hand so you and your guests don't get hangry. Store-bought is always fine, but, in this instance, store-bought is ideal, as this route will save you from adding another item to your cooking list.
There's nothing worse than being in the middle of cooking and discovering that you don't have a key ingredient. Sure, you could make a quick run to the store -- or send someone else on your behalf -- but no one wants to be at the grocery store on Thanksgiving. Part of coming up with a plan should include a list of all of the ingredients you'll need -- and checking it twice. When going through your pantry, it's important to check quantities, of course, but also that certain items are still effective, such as baking powder, baking soda and yeast, and to make sure that the spices you need are still fresh.
When you're shopping, buy extra of pantry items and other ingredients with longer shelf lives (if you can afford to) in case you make a mistake and need to redo a recipe. Speaking of which, for dishes that are new to you or that you make only during the holidays, read through the recipes at least a couple of times to give yourself a better sense of what to do. Having to constantly consult a cookbook or your phone will not only slow you down but also can easily lead to mishaps. You don't want to be the person responsible for ruining the mac and cheese.




Waking up Thanksgiving morning to find that your turkey is still partially (or fully!) frozen is the worst way to start the day. This is why I encourage people to set the bird in the fridge the weekend before to allow enough time for the bird to fully thaw. (You should estimate about 24 hours for every 4 to 5 pounds.) If it's the day of and you have a few hours before you need to put the turkey in the oven, place the turkey, still in its packaging, in a clean sink or other large container, cover it with cold water, and change out the water every 30 minutes to speed up the defrosting process. But if that's not an option, just go ahead and roast it anyway until the turkey reaches the appropriate temperature. Yes, it'll take a bit longer, but it'll work out just fine. (Trust me, I know from experience.)
Before you place that (hopefully thawed) bird in the oven, don't forget to remove the giblets. You'll typically find the neck, gizzard, heart and/or liver in the cavity of the bird, though they can sometimes be in the front of the bird near the breast under a flap of skin. If your first instinct is to throw them in the trash -- don't! Put them to good use by making stock, or add them to gravy, dressing or stuffing for a boost of poultry flavor. (Here are a few tips.)
Cook the turkey for too little time, and you risk making people sick; cook it for too long, and it can easily become tough and dry. The most challenging thing about roasting a large bird is reaching that sweet spot right in the middle. Don't trust the plastic pop-up timer that some turkeys come with, and even checking the color of the juices can be misleading. The best way to tell when your turkey is done is with an instant-read thermometer. I love the ones that you can leave in the bird and that beep when they reach the desired temperature. Even still, you should check in a few spots, such as the breast and thigh, just to make sure. Lastly, don't forget to let the turkey rest for at least 30 minutes before carving so it doesn't lose moisture.
One of the keys to tender, flaky pie crusts is to not work them too much. You want to use a light touch and only work the dough until it mostly holds together when you squeeze it. Your choice of ingredients and how much of them you use can also come into play. For example, too much water can lead to a sticky dough, too much gluten development and, ultimately, a tough crust. If it feels a little dry in the moment, note that the flour will continue to hydrate if you give it a rest in the fridge.




There's no feeling quite like standing in the kitchen on Thanksgiving, hearing the doorbell ring and realizing that you're still in your pajamas. With all of the attention paid to preparing the meal and setting the table, don't forget that you need to get ready, too. And don't save it until the very last minute. Set an alarm for an hour or two before your guests are set to arrive to shower and get dressed, then go back to the kitchen to finish any last-minute dishes. I'd much rather be making the gravy than doing my hair once people have arrived.
Although we all love to graze over the course of the afternoon and evening, for safety, food shouldn't be left out for more than 2 hours at room temperature. Sure, you've probably done it before and been fine, but following the rule is all about risk reduction. You don't want all of your guests calling and texting you the next day saying that they got sick. Instead, after everyone has eaten their plate and come through for seconds, pack up the food. If they want thirds, that's what microwaves are for.
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Channel Mediterranean sunshine with this skillet-braised chicken
Chase the winter blahs away with Sicilian-inspired skillet chicken.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-11-20

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


This time of year, when night seems to fall in the middle of the afternoon, I do everything in my power not to succumb to the shadow looming over my mood. Getting out for a walk each day helps a lot, but if I can't manage that, I make sure to leave my desk to put my face in the sun, even if for only five minutes. I plan gatherings with friends to bask in the glow of their support and conviviality, and I lean into soups, stews and simmers for nourishing meals filled with warmth and comfort.
Get the recipe: Skillet Chicken With Lemon, Fennel and Olives
This skillet dinner, featuring juicy chicken thighs and sauteed fennel in a lemony, spiced tomato sauce, brings a measure of that needed coziness to the table, but because its seasonings recall dishes I've enjoyed in Sicily and Morocco, it also conjures the sunny essence of those places.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


Along with the chicken, fennel, citrus and olives - a classic Sicilian salad trio - are simmered with sauteed onion, garlic and a can of diced tomatoes to create a flavorful, saucy, vegetable-packed base. Seasoned further with earthy ground cumin, coriander and crushed red pepper, then briefly braised with the chicken until everything is tender and the flavors meld, this a quick stew reminiscent of a Moroccan tagine - saucy, aromatic and especially good served over a mound of couscous (although rice or crusty bread would also be good accompaniments).
With a finishing drizzle of olive oil, sprinkle of fresh parsley and a lemon wedge for squeezing over, it's a cozy, bright one-pan meal that just might help keep the winter blues at bay.
Get the recipe: Skillet Chicken With Lemon, Fennel and Olives
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Seven Elphabas from 'Wicked' talk going green and defying gravity
Idina Menzel and others open up about the pleasures and perils of playing Elphaba, the iconic "Wicked" character.
By Thomas Floyd | 2024-11-21
There may be no more spellbinding protagonist in contemporary musical theater than Elphaba Thropp, that green-skinned wallflower with a penchant for soaring over Oz and belting battle cries from the heavens.
For two decades, audiences have marched to Broadway's Gershwin Theatre and venues around the globe to absorb Elphaba's tale in "Wicked." A loose adaptation of a 1995 Gregory Maguire novel, the stage show from composer Stephen Schwartz and librettist Winnie Holzman reimagines the "Wizard of Oz" antagonist as a wide-eyed college outcast steered toward exile by a conniving con man and a scapegoating society.
Featuring iconic show tunes, dazzling stagecraft and a potent portrayal of female friendship -- between that obstinate Elphaba and the bubbly Glinda the Good -- "Wicked" has grossed more than $1.6 billion on Broadway while enduring as its fourth-longest-running show. As Cynthia Erivo immortalizes Elphie in two "Wicked" movies, the first of which hits theaters Friday, we break down the role with seven actresses who have played the part onstage.
(Responses have been edited for length and clarity.)

Stephanie J. Block played Elphaba in early readings and workshops and later starred in the first North American tour before heading to Broadway. (Joan Marcus)


Block: Stephen Schwartz gave me a ring and left me a message in February of 2000. At this particular point, they were simply going to Universal Studios to try to get backing for the play. So I would stand up with Stephen at the piano in a boardroom and sing the tunes. Several months later, it was a reading of Act 1. Several months after that, it was a two-week workshop presentation with Kristin Chenoweth as Glinda. I was eventually asked to be a part of the original company -- but, of course, not as Elphaba. We all know Idina Menzel was, as they call her, Mother Elphaba.
Menzel: I had a really good audition up until the point that I sang "Defying Gravity." At the end, I cracked on the big note at the top. "You won't bring meee down" -- that didn't come out very good. So I looked over at the accompanist and said, "I'm going to do that again." I backed up a little, nailed the note and then finished the song -- "oh-ohhh!" I think that mistake is actually what got me the role because [director] Joe Mantello said he could really see how fierce I could be.
Gonzalez: I remember sitting in the ensemble for a workshop of Act 1 with [future Tony winners] Christian Borle and Celia Keenan-Bolger and seeing just how exciting it was. After that, my life went on a different trajectory. But two years into my run at "In the Heights," "Wicked" came back and offered me Elphaba on Broadway. So I got to fly, too -- it was truly an amazing circle.
Mendez: I saw the original with Idina and Kristin, and I was absolutely taken with it -- but I didn't see myself onstage one bit. At that time and even now, looking at myself versus someone like Idina, I don't see a lot of crossover. When the time came and I got offered it, I still was like, "Are you sure?"
Morrissey: I saw Shoshana Bean and Megan Hilty in "Wicked" around 2005. I went to Catholic school, so for dress-down days I was the girl who would be in her little kilt with my "Wicked" T-shirt repping my favorite show. When you spend so much time on your own as a theater kid just singing along to your "Wicked" CD, it sort of trains your voice. You learn to sing by parroting Idina Menzel.

Menzel won a Tony for originating the role on Broadway. (Joan Marcus)


After opening in the aftermath of the Wicked Witch's death-by-water, "Wicked" flashes back and introduces Elphaba as a fumbling Shiz University freshman whose fantastical streak -- that green skin, plus fits of uncontrollable sorcery -- makes her an instant pariah.
Menzel: I remember leaving my audition and going to the stairwell and crying because I felt, "I get this character." I didn't have such great esteem at that point in my life -- I had a lot of ups and downs in my career since "Rent," and momentum had gone away -- so I just needed it for many reasons. I identified with the young woman who questioned when it was okay to have power and show anger and show vulnerability.
Block: I'm kind of opening up some wounds here, and I certainly don't want to play the victim in any way, shape or form. But Stephen Schwartz would always say, "Man, the way you sing 'I'm Not That Girl' ..." And I said, "Well, because I wasn't that girl." They went with Idina, and I completely honor that. I think she's a remarkable artist. But this is what Elphie is all about. She enters the story with great hope and then finds out that she's never going to be that girl. At the end, she rises up and finds her purpose. That essentially parallels my journey with this incredible piece.
Gasteyer: When I left "Saturday Night Live," I really set my sights on working onstage. I didn't come up from the traditional ranks. I was a musical-theater major for a year, but that was it. I didn't know how to tap. I couldn't get through a dance call. I was an outsider on Broadway. And I think comedians are all sort of outsiders, to a degree. So that was a comfortable place to stand, for sure.
DiNoia: When this show came into my life, I was still very naive and quite green -- no pun intended. I admired Elphaba because she was so outspoken and just stood up for what was right. I wanted to not just play Elphaba onstage, but I wanted to be her.
Mendez: In some ways, Elphaba is every theater kid. We all felt like outsiders in some way, and that's how we all ended up here.

"Saturday Night Live" veteran Ana Gasteyer says you must "live like a nun" to play Elphaba eight times a week. (Joan Marcus)


Elphaba's yearning first song arrives early in Act 1, when the Shiz headmistress, Madame Morrible, says the student's budding magical talent might just catch the Wizard of Oz's eye. "Once I'm with the Wizard," Elphaba sings, "my whole life will change."
Morrissey: Elphaba is a cynic up until that point, and then she gets a sliver of someone saying, "Hey, your life could be so different than what you imagined." And she lets herself believe it, which changes the trajectory of her life. Sometimes I just think in that song about how I let myself believe that I could perform Broadway -- and now I'm doing it.
Gonzalez: It's such a vulnerable moment for Elphaba. She gets to be so excited that somebody told her that she's special. In that moment, to be so innocent and free and hopeful, it's really beautiful.
DiNoia: The songs in "Wicked" have meant different things to me over different periods of my life, but "The Wizard and I" has always remained this song full of hope and endless possibilities. Even if you're having a terrible day, it just lifts you immediately.
Menzel: It's the dream "I want" song for any young woman in a musical.
Mendez: It kind of set the pace for the rest of the night for me. If that one felt good, then the rest of the show was going to feel good. And if that one felt shaky? Oh boy, buckle up.
Inhabiting Elphaba means, of course, many hours applying green makeup and plenty more washing it away -- sometimes long after departing Oz.
Gonzalez: I remember people would come backstage, and they would just want to see the shower because it was coated in green. You think as much as you scrub that it's going to come off -- but it just doesn't.
Menzel: I fell through the hole [in the stage during her final performance on Broadway] and broke my ribs and got taken to the hospital in a full face of green makeup. As they were wheeling me out on the gurney, that's the one thing I said: "Make sure you bring Neutrogena face wash!" Because that was the only thing that would get it out.
Mendez: I was dating at that time -- or trying to date -- and that was always a tough explanation. People think you're ill because you can't ever fully get that out of your skin. I mean, months later I still had it in my pores and in my scalp. It was hard out there to be a single witch.
DiNoia: Everybody looks so beautiful in it, and I always loved wearing it. But I had to make sure I brought different pillowcases wherever I was playing the role because you leave prints of green during the night.
Gasteyer: I had an ear infection or something a year and a half after I left the show, and the ENT was like, "What is this brilliant-cerulean green?"
Block: I would get facials or whatnot, and they would see the green in my hairline, so they'd ask. I knew if I said that I was playing Elphaba in "Wicked" there would be subsequent conversations about "Can we get tickets through you?" or "My niece has always wanted to be a singer." So I would just tell people that I was a clown, and that pretty much ended the conversation right there.

"Everybody looks so beautiful in it, and I always loved wearing it," DiNoia says of Elphaba's green makeup. (Matt Crockett)


Disillusioned by the Wizard's suppression of speaking animals, Elphaba rejects his offer of a partnership, accepts her newfound fugitive status and soars away from the Emerald City on her newly enchanted broomstick. All the while, she belts the canonical anthem of empowerment that ends Act 1. "I think I'll try defying gravity," she sings. "And you can't pull me down."
Menzel: It just embodies everything that I felt as a young woman, and I continue to feel now, about embracing my own power. Stephen Schwartz is a genius. He writes incredible lyrics and chord progressions that just tug at your heartstrings and feel like the perfect complement to everything you're feeling as the character. It's such a gift to be able to sing this song.
Morrissey: Everyone has a story where someone has told them they can't do something, and they've said, "F you, I'm going to do it anyway." Sometimes, I let my eyes lower a little bit while I'm singing, and I can see people with their hands on their mouth or wiping their tears. I feel like that really fuels me.
Block: "Defying Gravity" is all about acting. It is all about showing the audience that there is a transformation happening within this character. So for me, it's far less about hitting the right notes or doing an incredible riff. It's all about staying true to those lyrics.
Mendez: That one's a beast. I had some issues getting into the flying apparatus during that song and getting my cape caught in it -- and if the cape gets caught, you don't fly. I always remember being really stressed because I had a couple of no-fly shows, which are super "womp, womp."
Gonzalez: I never had a no-fly show, but I did have a show where the contraption went up and then, as I was singing my final note, it started to swing back and forth like a pendulum. It turned out that a washer in the machine had fallen out. On my last day, the stagehands put that washer on a plaque that said, "Thank you for flying with us eight shows a week."
There are few more demanding roles in musical theater than Elphaba, who sings on a dozen songs while navigating an emotionally draining arc of self-actualization.
Gasteyer: Honestly, 99.9 percent of playing Elphaba comes down to just vocal, vocal, vocal. All you are doing is protecting your voice, because that role is absurdly big, and it's relentless. You live like a nun. Whenever you see other Elphabas, it's like a club. I ran into Lindsay last year on Fire Island, and her husband was like, "You guys have such a shorthand." She said, "Yeah, we're all trauma bonded from the vocal work of that show."
Morrissey: It can be pretty lonely because your voice is like currency. Everything I do -- even this interview -- is costing me, so I have to think about how much currency I have for the day.
Menzel: I mean, it's kind of my fault. I asked Stephen to take the end of "Defying Gravity" up an octave.
Gonzalez: I remember just being totally terrified by the role. The assistant director, Lisa [LeGuillou], gave me some really great advice. She said, "There's a treadmill upstairs -- not to get in shape or anything, but you should really get on that treadmill and start singing the music." I don't know how she knew, but I got on that treadmill and sang the songs, and all of a sudden I forgot about the fear.

"I think 'Wicked' did and does and will always resonate with people," Lindsay Mendez says. "We've all been through those moments in our lives when we felt misunderstood, when we didn't belong." (Joan Marcus)


The character's final solo comes late in Act 2, when a flailing attempt to save her lover, Fiyero, ends with Elphaba embracing her Wicked Witch persona and ruing the consequences of her benevolent actions. "No good deed goes unpunished," she sings. "That's my new creed."
Mendez: That one's so fun because finally your hair is down, and you've got the smoke, and you're conjuring the spells.
Gasteyer: That's my favorite song to perform. I love the way it's written. I love its ups and downs. I love how it ascends emotionally. I always felt, acting-wise, the most connected to that song.
Menzel: It's the perfect 11 o'clock number. It's super diva, and your hair is blowing Beyonce-style, and there's smoke around your feet, and you can step into all of those feelings you feel as a woman. You're allowed to show your ugliness, and it's liberating to sort of tell everyone to go f--- off.
Gonzalez: It's the rush before the song that comes to mind. You run off the stage, run through the orchestra and crouch into this little lift. All of a sudden, you have to come up like a rock star and go, "Fiyero!"
Block: A lot of my mistakes that I made in the readings are still a part of the script and the score today. In one of the readings, I looked off the page and sang, "Too much, too much to mention" -- I repeated "too much, too much" because I didn't look at the right words. Now, that still lives within "No Good Deed."

Mandy Gonzalez played Elphaba on Broadway nearly a decade after participating in the musical's workshops as an ensemble member. "So I got to fly, too," she says. "It was truly an amazing circle." (Joan Marcus)


DiNoia: Playing Elphaba made me grow up in a very specific way. There were times when she kind of meshed into my real life -- in good ways and maybe not in good ways. So I really learned about myself and learned what I was capable of handling when playing Elphaba.
Mendez: I think "Wicked" did and does and will always resonate with people. We've all been through those moments in our lives when we felt misunderstood, when we didn't belong. We've all been through those moments when people have made us feel loved and supported. We've also had to make mistakes, and we've had to make choices.
Gasteyer: It's sort of hard to imagine that only 20 years ago this was the case, but there really weren't opportunities for female leads in film and television. I saw Idina and Kristin in "Wicked," and I remember thinking, "Why would I go and just try to be some stand-up's wife in a sitcom when there are these massive, meaningful parts with range and depth [onstage]?" The fact that there were two female roles that encapsulated a lot of the female experience just made the show really meaningful.
Block: I knew at the time of the readings that it was going to be an epic piece and one that was going to live on for generations. You have this extraordinary storytelling of unexpected friendship, and stories of sacrifice and love and commitment and purpose. All of the themes within "Wicked" are just so deep.
Menzel: It's really a love story between two women, and it speaks to every person out there who feels unseen or different or bullied. It acknowledges them. It embraces them. It says you are loved in all of your messiness, and that you need to step into your power.
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The 26 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate "Wicked" with drag and dance, take a spin on the National Gallery's ice, or root for the Washington Spirit to win another championship.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-11-21
This week is the biggest weekend of the holiday season so far, with debuts for holiday markets, "A Christmas Carol," concerts and light displays. (We also have separate guides to D.C.'s holiday bucket list, festive neighborhood itineraries, and the essential Scrooges, Claras and Messiahs.) Whether you want to browse international treats, sing carols with neighbors or wander through acres of lights, you'll find those below. But this weekend is so much more! The Washington Spirit are going for their second NWSL title in four years, and bars across the area are going to be packed Saturday night. The arrival of "Wicked" brings drag shows, pop-up parties and costume contests. The National Gallery of Art's ice rink opens with the Team USA figure skaters. And the life of local DJ and barber Bryan Smith -- a.k.a. the Barber Streisand -- is celebrated at Trade on Sunday night.
Beaujolais nouveau release parties
Beaujolais nouveau is often said to be more marketing gimmick than serious wine -- a sweet, fruity, quaffable French wine that, by law, cannot be sold before the third Thursday in November and is made to be consumed right away. Of course, that means it's perfect for a party. At Primrose in Brookland, beaujolais nouveau is $10, with the sommeliers also pouring magnums and fancy cru wines by the glass, and a bar menu that includes cheese gougeres and duck liver crostini. Bistro du Jour is offering a complimentary tasting at its dining room near Union Station and discounted bottles from throughout the Beaujolais region all night. In Georgetown, the wine bar at Chez Billy Sud is also going beyond nouveau, celebrating "all things beaujolais" with wine and food. For two decades, Bistrot du Coin has marked the release of beaujolais nouveau with specials by the bottle and glass, as well as specials from the kitchen.
'A Christmas Carol' at Ford's Theatre
The booming baritone of Craig Wallace rings in the holiday season at Ford's Theatre, where the acclaimed Shakespearean actor has performed as Ebenezer Scrooge since 2016. Unlike other productions of "A Christmas Carol," this one has actual caroling. Through Dec. 31. $37-$144.
Holiday and Hops at Heurich House
Christian Heurich's grand Victorian mansion near Dupont Circle has been decorated as it would have looked in 1894, when Heurich was the king of Washington brewers. Take a guided tour to learn about the holiday season, and the people who lived and worked in the house, while sampling beers from D.C.'s Red Bear Brewing and low-alcohol IPAs by Dad Strength Brewing, plus cocktails made with spirits from Hyattsville's Sangfroid Distilling. If the name of this event sounds familiar, it's a special seasonal comeback for History and Hops, a monthly tasting with local and regional craft breweries held at Heurich House from 2013 to 2017. Tickets include all drinks. 6 to 8 p.m. $35.
'One Short Night' at Kiki
The release of a superhyped musical turned movie starring Ariana Grande could only mean one thing for D.C.'s LGBTQ+ bars: "Wicked"-themed drag shows. Kiki is first up, with pop-up performances of all songs from the musical hosted by Sirene Noir, followed by musical theater karaoke. 9 p.m. Free.
Cleveland Park Night Market
Nearly two dozen makers set up shop along Cleveland Park's new "promenade" on Connecticut Avenue NW. Shop books, candles, accessories and more from local artists, and end the evening with a stop at one of the restaurants or bars along that stretch of widened sidewalk. 5 to 9 p.m. Free.
Garden of Lights at Brookside Gardens
Take a half-mile stroll through an animated tunnel of lights, past glowing, larger-than-life animals and flowers and through falling "snow," at Brookside Gardens' secular holiday display, which has been a Montgomery County favorite for decades. Food and warm drinks are available for sale. Through Jan. 5. 5 to 9 p.m. daily, though the gardens are closed Nov. 25 to 28. $10; free for children age 4 and younger.
Velocity Girl and Bluejacket beer release at ChurchKey
In 2023, D.C. indie pop favorites Velocity Girl reunited for the first time in almost 25 years. In 2024, the quintet released a remixed, remastered, double-LP version of its seminal 1993 album "Copacetic," dubbed "UltraCopacetic" -- and, apparently, found time to make a beer at D.C.'s Bluejacket brewery. The night before Velocity Girl takes the stage at the Black Cat, its members are gathering at ChurchKey for a beer release party, where you can sample UberCopacetic, a German-style dunkel lager "with rich malt flavor and a smooth finish," while listening to its namesake album and other vintage tunes. 5 p.m. Free.
Wig-Ked at Shakers
It's Shakers's turn to hop on the "Wicked" pop-up drag show train on Friday. Grab $8 pink cosmos or green appletinis during numbers hosted by Frieda Poussay with Daya B. Tease and Mari Con Carne, followed by a dance party with DJ Sidekick. 9:30 p.m. Free.
Washington Spirit championship viewing parties
The Washington Spirit face the Orlando Pride in the National Women's Soccer League championship in Kansas City, Mo., on Saturday night, hoping to win the team's second title in four years. The Spirit are rolling into the game, having won two playoff games in extra time in front of packed houses at Audi Field. Supporters are on a high -- several of the team's official viewing parties, including at Dacha Beer Garden and Astro Beer Hall, are already at capacity, according to the team. At Metrobar, where highlights include an appearance by Spirit mascot PK, a DJ, drink specials and free swag, the party begins at 6 p.m. The bar is still accepting Eventbrite RSVPs but warns that a free ticket "does not guarantee entry" and admission will be on a first-come, first-served basis.
If you want to join Spirit fans, top choices include As You Are on Barracks Row, which was a destination for soccer fans during the women's World Cup and this summer's Olympics; the Midlands Beer Garden in Park View, where there will be hot drinks for viewing around a firepit, plus $5 beers all night; Bluejacket, the site of recent Spirit watch parties, which is offering $10 liters of beer or $15 for a beer and a burger at Navy Yard; and Florida Avenue NW sports bar Franklin Hall, for specials like $4 pints, $15 pitchers and $5 shots.
'Wicked' parties
"Wicked," the adaptation of the first act of the record-breaking musical "Wicked," is the most anticipated film of the holiday season, and perhaps the year. Celebrations of Elphaba and Glinda's big moment are popping up across the area on Saturday.
National Gallery of Art ice rink opening day
The Capital Weather Gang is predicting a breezy Saturday with highs in the mid-50s, which sounds like a perfect excuse to hit the ice. The rink at the National Gallery of Art's Sculpture Garden is a treasure -- where else can you glide while surrounded by Roy Lichtenstein and Louise Bourgeois? -- and it officially opens for the season this weekend. The day begins with performances by figure skaters from Team USA at 11 a.m. before the public gets its turn. Each skating session includes 90 minutes of ice time, with 15-minute breaks for resurfacing every hour. After unlacing your skates, stop at the Pavilion Cafe for hot chocolate or mulled wine. Starting Saturday: 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday through Thursday. Open through March 2, weather permitting. $12; $10 for ages 60 and older, ages 12 and younger, students or military with ID. Skate rentals $6.
Holiday tree lighting ceremonies
Each day gets shorter at this time of year, but each week brings more brightness from festive Christmas trees and seasonal decor. Santa takes the King Street Trolley to Old Town Alexandria's Market Square on Saturday afternoon to light the city's central Christmas tree at a ceremony featuring the town crier, live music and guests. (6 to 8 p.m., with lighting expected after 6:40 p.m. Free.) Not to be confused with the "official" tree over at the U.S. Capitol, Capitol Hill lights its own Holiday Tree at the Eastern Market Metro Plaza, during a ceremony presided over by Kojo Nnamdi and Tom Sherwood of WAMU's "The Politics Hour." (C'mon, it's Capitol Hill.) Local choirs and musicians perform, carols are sung, and free doughnuts and hot chocolate are served. (5:30 p.m. Free.) A glowing Christmas tree is only one attraction at City Ridge's third annual holiday gathering, which includes a performance by the Children's Chorus of Washington, selfies with Santa, a wish-list-writing station, train rides, face painting and glitter tattoos at the development in Upper Northwest. (4 to 8 p.m. Free.)
Finnish Christmas Bazaar at River Road Unitarian Church
For more than half a century, the Washington area has been home to a Finnish-themed holiday market. It's a chance to pick up colorful vintage glassware, handcrafted ceramics and jewelry, and a variety of friendly gnomes, while snacking on gingerbread or chocolate and sipping some warming glogg. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Ukrainian Christmas Bazaar at Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family
You'll find a variety of traditional Ukrainian Easter eggs, or pysanky, at this annual market at the Brookland shrine, alongside religious icons, embroidered dresses, and vintage books and records. Don't miss the Ukrainian kitchen, serving pierogies, kielbasa, borscht and other treats to dine in or take home. Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free.
Old Town Cookie Crawl
Missing your bar crawl days? Bring the kids along on this family-friendly substitute, where a cookie tin will get you up to 30 prewrapped baked goods from businesses around Old Town Alexandria. Schedule a time to pick up your tin from Red Barn Mercantile after purchasing a ticket, and spend an afternoon or two exploring the neighborhood -- and taste-testing holiday treats. Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sunday from noon to 4 p.m. $50.
'Finn' at the Kennedy Center Family Theater
The latest project from the creator of Disney favorite "Doc McStuffins" and the Emmy-nominated songwriting team of Michael Kooman and Christopher Dimond is a kid-friendly musical commissioned by the Kennedy Center. "Finn" makes its world premiere in the performing arts center's Family Theater, following a young shark named Finn as he navigates growing up, fitting in and working toward his dream of becoming part of the Shark Guard. Along the way, he'll encounter all sorts of aquatic friends and joyful original tunes, like the recently teased song "Sparkle & Shine." Through Dec. 22. $22.
Alexandria Cider Festival at the Lloyd House
A late-18th-century Georgian home in Old Town Alexandria makes for a stately place to drink cider. The grounds of the Lloyd House are again the picturesque setting for the Alexandria Cider Festival, which falls during Virginia Cider Week. Dress warmly for a fall afternoon of cider tastings from local producers like Blue Bee Cider, Lost Boy and Albemarle Cider Works; live music; craft vendors; and tavern games, plus food trucks selling snacks. Admission includes cider and a souvenir glass, with proceeds benefiting the Historic Alexandria Museums. 1 to 5 p.m. $55 in advance, $65 at the door.
'Believe: The Untold Story Behind Ted Lasso' at People's Book
Fans of Coach Beard, Dani Rojas, Rebecca Welton and Theodore "Ted" Lasso will be intrigued by "Believe," New York Times television editor Jeremy Egner's new behind-the-scenes oral history about the making of the hit Apple TV Plus comedy-drama "Ted Lasso." Egner visits indie Takoma Park bookstore People's Book to chat about his book, which covers the show's initial pitch meeting before getting into season-by-season tidbits, shared through interviews from cast members and creators. People's Book has a 50-seat capacity (plus more standing room), so AFC Richmond fanatics should definitely RSVP. 3 to 4 p.m. Free; RSVP online.
Las Vegas Grand Prix at F1 Arcade
The F1 Arcade bar near Union Market is about more than just climbing into racing simulators to challenge your friends -- it hosts viewing parties for Formula One races around the world. The Las Vegas Grand Prix begins at 10 p.m. local time Saturday night, which is 1 a.m. in D.C., so the F1 Arcade is hosting a late-night event with unlimited simulator racing until 3 a.m., DJs and entertainment, as well as a screening of the race, which takes place in the heart of Vegas. A VIP "grandstand ticket" includes unlimited food and drinks as well as a dedicated seat. Midnight to 3 a.m. $43-$131.
A Celebration of Bryan Smith at Trade
Bryan Smith, a celebrated local barber and DJ known as the Barber Streisand, was beaten and robbed on T Street NW on Oct. 27, just hours after performing at HellBENT at 9:30 Club. He was taken off life support on Nov. 7. Smith is being remembered by friends and the community during a special evening at Trade. 5 to 10 p.m. Free.
'Falling for Myself Market' at Femme Fatale
The Cleveland Park shop's pre-Thanksgiving party is a reminder to be grateful to yourself. A "day of self-love and empowerment," the market includes more than 20 vendors (with emphasis on plus-size fashion), tarot readings, reflective activities, beats by DJ M$NP and coffee from Twelve Twenty. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Robert Glasper at the Howard Theatre
Robert Glasper is an accomplished jazz pianist with several releases on the influential imprint Blue Note, but his most exciting work has seen him stoke the flames between jazz, R&B and hip-hop, whether through his "Black Radio" series; collaborations with like-minded talents Terrace Martin, Kamasi Washington and 9th Wonder; or contributions to Kendrick Lamar's "To Pimp a Butterfly." R&B singer-songwriter Marsha Ambrosius, known for her work with Floetry, and DJ/producer Jahi Sundance are also on the bill. 8 p.m. $55.
Washingtonian Problems Friendsgiving at Mercy Me
The popular local Instagram account (with nearly half a million followers) is hosting a Friendsgiving at the hip South American restaurant inside Yours Truly Hotel. A ticket will get you a drink (wine, beer, cocktail or mocktail), a spread of bites from Mercy Me's menu, a giveaway entry, a branded tote and a few hours of mingling with other "Wash Probers." 7 p.m. $35.
Holidays at Hillwood: 'Tis the Sea-son
Marjorie Merriweather Post's famous diamond and pearl necklace and a pair of rhinestone-covered Christian Louboutin heels are among the inspirations for the artistic Christmas trees on display at Hillwood Museum and Gardens. The holiday decor, including a tree in the visitor center decorated with recycled materials, pairs with the sustainability theme of museum's current exhibition, "Fragile Beauty: Art of the Ocean." Through Jan. 5. $5-$15; free for children younger than 6.
Philadelphia Ballet's 'George Balanchine's The Nutcracker' at the Kennedy Center
The Philadelphia Ballet (which was, until 2021, the Pennsylvania Ballet) brings a traditional staging of "The Nutcracker," created by seminal choreographer George Balanchine in 1954, to the Kennedy Center for four nights at the start of the holiday season. Nov. 27 and Nov. 29 through Dec. 1. $50-$228.
Foushee at Union Stage
For Foushee, R&B is but one tradition from which the singer-songwriter draws. Her earliest releases offered her takes on everything from Depeche Mode's "Enjoy the Silence" to a reimagining of Carole King's "It's Too Late" that sounded like Minnie Riperton was singing it. Her debut album, "Softcore," looked to punk and metal for inspiration, but her latest, "Pointy Heights," mixes breezy soul, spacey post-punk and Jamaican rhythms. 8 p.m. $35-$50.
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Rhinos and monkeys and sharks, oh my! 'Gladiator II' takes them all on.
The Ridley Scott sequel is an epic without purpose, fun until it's not, even with Paul Mescal and Denzel Washington aboard.
By Ty Burr | 2024-11-21

The sequel to the 2000 movie stars Paul Mescal, Pedro Pascal and Denzel Washington.


You'll know exactly when "Gladiator II" jumps the shark. It's the scene involving an actual shark.
There are bad movies that are entertaining and bad movies that are a drag, and I wish I could tell you which one this unasked-for sequel to the best-picture-winning 2000 film is. The truth is, it's both.
Set 16 years after "Gladiator" and featuring whichever of the original cast aren't dead or unbribable, the new film has all the opulence of the first film but none of the majesty. It's an epic without a purpose and therefore fine for a lazy Sunday streaming in a few months. After that, "Gladiator II" will find its true purpose playing on multiple screens in the TV aisle at Costco.
Ridley Scott, whose recent career has consisted of turning over the bones of his earlier hits, has mounted this production with flair, a grandiose digital re-creation of ancient Rome and a disregard for historical accuracy that is at times hilarious. When one character sits down at a sidewalk cafe to read the nonexistent Daily Papyrus over his morning coffee -- a beverage that won't arrive in Europe for another 1,500 years -- the only response is an indulgent horselaugh and disappointment that they didn't just go ahead and give him an iPad.
You want to know about the plot? There is one. Two or three, actually. Where the first "Gladiator" contented itself with a fairly simple narrative line -- muscular hero rises to fame and defeats decadent emperor -- "Gladiator II" dives deeper into the civic strife and internecine politics of 3rd-century Rome.
The main story concerns Hanno (Paul Mescal), a mysterious European who, when the film begins, is captain of the guards in the African kingdom of Numidia. After a splendidly noisy opening assault by the massive CGI navy of Rome, Hanno and his fellow prisoners are taken to the Imperial City, where his mettle as an arena fighter -- against the most ridiculous giant baboon an army of digital rendering technicians can conjure -- attracts the attention of the ambitious Macrinus (Denzel Washington), as well as the curiosity of the young twin emperors Geta (Joseph Quinn) and Caracalla (Fred Hechinger), the former shrewd and nasty and the latter an idiot devoted to his pet monkey.
Hanno only wants revenge against the general who conquered Numidia and killed his warrior wife (Yuval Gonen). Said general, Marcus Acacius (Pedro Pascal), is a noble dude who's plotting a coup and a return of the Republic with his wife, Lucilla (Connie Nielsen, reprising her role from the first film), daughter of the late Marcus Aurelius. Still with me?

Paul Mescal plays Hanno/Lucius in "Gladiator II." (Cuba Scott/Paramount Pictures)


With Nielsen the only woman of substance in the movie, "Gladiator II" is manly-man stuff, with much sweaty heaving and clashing of vorpal swords. The battle scenes are muscular and enjoyably stupid, and they pit the unlucky gladiators against (a) the aforementioned baboons, (b) a man on a giant rhinoceros and (c) those sharks, which feature in a re-creation of a naval battle that fills the Colosseum like a watertight hot tub with teeth.
At nearly 21/2 hours, the movie is fun to watch until it's not, and then it becomes a chore. One problem is the dreadful dialogue by David Scarpa ("Napoleon") and Peter Craig ("Top Gun: Maverick") -- hollow declamations that lack the zing of the first "Gladiator" and speeches about freedom and liberty that sound like they were written by AI. A further problem is Mescal in the lead, a gifted but internal performer who has pumped up impressively for this show but whose Hanno lacks the charismatic bulk of Russell Crowe's Maximus from the first film. It's signaled early on that the character's real name is Lucius and that his connection to Maximus is more than tenuous, but the part needs a star, and Mescal is simply an excellent actor.

Denzel Washington plays Macrinus in "Gladiator II." (Aidan Monaghan/Paramount Pictures)


Denzel Washington -- now there's an actor and a star, one who knows a slab of cubic zirconium when he's in it and is happy to take the payday. There really was a Macrinus, born in what's now Algeria; he was the first Roman emperor who never actually visited Rome during his reign. No matter; Washington makes up the character from whole cloth, scheming and smiling, doing little bits of business with his hands and letting tiny bits of rage slip through his eyes.
You almost expect him to turn to the camera and ask, "Are you not entertained?" As long as Washington is on-screen, the answer is verum: truly.
R. At area theaters. Contains strong bloody violence. 148 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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CMA Awards 2024: Complete list of winners, best and worst moments
Morgan Wallen won entertainer of the year at the 2024 CMA Awards, and Chris Stapleton and Lainey Wilson also took home prizes. Here are the best and worst moments.
By Emily Yahr | 2024-11-21

Jeff Bridges, second from right, hangs out onstage after announcing entertainer of the year, joined by 2024 CMA Awards co-hosts Luke Bryan, left, Lainey Wilson and Peyton Manning. (Theo Wargo/Getty Images)


NASHVILLE -- The 58th annual Country Music Association Awards proceeded rather seamlessly on Wednesday night until the final minutes of the show, when country superstar Morgan Wallen was awarded entertainer of the year, the biggest prize of the night ... only he was not in attendance, leaving presenter Jeff Bridges onstage to try to fill the air.
"Morgan's not here, man!" said Bridges, who also mispronounced Wallen's last name ("Waylon") when he announced him as the winner, and held up his hands to calm the cheering audience. "Morgan couldn't make it tonight, so I'm going to accept this award on his behalf." He started looking around for what he was supposed to do next. "Do I get the award?"
Then someone arrived onstage and handed him the trophy. "Alright, let's hear it for Morgan!" Bridges said, and then saw co-hosts Lainey Wilson, Luke Bryan and Peyton Manning approaching. "Oh, no, you're going to accept." Bridges hung around and held the trophy as the trio closed out the show, and Wilson summed up the closing seconds of the telecast as she addressed Bryan and Manning: "I had fun with y'all. I mean, y'all a little bit awkward, but it's alright."

The 58th annual Country Music Association Awards were held NOv. 20 in Nashville. Here are some highlights.


Wallen's win should not have been a surprise -- he had seven nominations, the most of any artist, including male vocalist of the year and several nods for his monster hit duet with Post Malone, "I Had Some Help," which spent a good portion of this year at or near the top of the Billboard Hot 100. Last month, he wrapped up a tour playing sold-out stadiums and arenas around the world. But some CMA voters told The Post they wondered whether Wallen was considered too "controversial" to win the show's most prestigious prize, because he was banned from attending in 2021 after TMZ posted a video of him saying the n-word. Others thought momentum might swing toward breakout stars Jelly Roll or Wilson, who won last year. Now, Wallen is officially back in the CMAs winner's circle.
There was no word on Wallen's whereabouts on Wednesday, though the rest of the entertainer of the year nominees -- including Luke Combs and Chris Stapleton -- performed during the three-hour ceremony. Stapleton, a longtime industry and CMAs favorite, won the most awards with three trophies, including song and single of the year for "White Horse," which he released in July 2023. The latter prize was considered a bit of a shock given the success of "I Had Some Help." And Shaboozey's "A Bar Song (Tipsy)," which -- as mentioned during the show at least twice -- has been No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart for a whopping 17 weeks. However, one can never count out Stapleton at an award ceremony.

Chris Stapleton accepts the award for male vocalist of the year. (Theo Wargo/Getty Images)


"I'm out of things to say," Stapleton said while accepting the male vocalist trophy, his third time at the microphone. Stapleton, who performed three times during the telecast, thanked his fellow artists and saved the most praise for his wife, singer-songwriter Morgane Stapleton, his frequent collaborator. "I can't do this without you and probably wouldn't be here without you."
Elsewhere, Megan Moroney won new artist of the year, and Cody Johnson, who spent his early years as a star on the Texas country circuit, won album of the year for "Leather." Wilson didn't go home emptyhanded, winning female vocalist for the third time in a row and music video for "Wildflowers and Wild Horses."
Old Dominion made history by winning the vocal group prize for the seventh consecutive year. Aside from a brief monologue joke from Manning that cautioned his co-hosts to not talk about politics, Old Dominion lead vocalist Matthew Ramsey was the only person to even allude to current events.
"It's a really beautiful thing to be in a band. I want to say that if you are an artist of any type, or a creator, a musician, this is when the world needs you the most -- when it's weird, like it is right now," Ramsey said. "So get out there and get together and create."
Here are some of the best and worst moments; a complete list of winners is below.

Virginia native Shaboozey's "A Bar Song (Tipsy)," which he performed during the CMAs, could break a Billboard Top 100 record if it hangs on at No. 1 for a few more weeks. (George Walker IV/AP)


Newcomer Langley and Green's flirty "You Look Like You Love Me" rocketed up the country radio charts this summer, and it was fitting that the song won musical event of the year. During the performance, Langley, who released her debut album several months ago, looked like a seasoned veteran performer as she casually strolled through the audience while she talk-sang the first verse. Green did the same and played his guitar as they met onstage. Langley danced and sang next to him, and they crooned together about the joy of strangers meeting in a bar.

Riley Green and Ella Langley perform their hit duet. (George Walker IV/AP)


Combs's record label chairman once described the superstar's voice as "it feels like a bear is coming at you." That was a pretty accurate of description of his passionate delivery of "Ain't No Love in Oklahoma," his single from the "Twisters" soundtrack that had the night's first use of onstage pyrotechnics. The song went viral on TikTok this summer, with users mostly using the sound to accompany slow-motion videos of "Twisters" star Glen Powell, but Combs's performance was a solid reminder that it's also just a great song.
Underwood hasn't been a big presence at the CMAs since her many years co-hosting with Brad Paisley (moment of silence to remember their parody songs, which were actually quite funny), and she wasn't billed as a performer prior to the show. The audience appeared thrilled to see her and she was a welcome addition as she belted out her always-impressive vocals with Johnson for their duet "I'm Gonna Love You."

Cody Johnson and surprise guest Carrie Underwood sing their new duet for the CMA audience. (Theo Wargo/Getty Images)


For all the high-energy songs, some of the highlights of the CMA Awards over the years are when it's just an artist and their guitar. Kacey Musgraves's melodic voice speculated about a higher power on "The Architect," while Ashley McBryde expertly covered "Help Me Make It Through the Night" as a tribute to Kris Kristofferson, who died in September at age 88.
Strait was awarded the 2024 CMA Willie Nelson Lifetime Achievement Award and quite a few country artists wanted to help him celebrate. Wilson took on "Amarillo By Morning" (she noted that Strait is the King of Country, and "authentically Texas and authentically country") while Jamey Johnson sang "Give It Away." Miranda Lambert and Parker McCollum teamed up for "Troubadour" and Stapleton joined Strait for "Honky Tonk Hall of Fame." Strait, in his low-key way, seemed very pleased as he accepted the honor: "I want to thank the CMAs for adding my name to the incredible artists on this small list of recipients carrying the name of the icon, Willie Nelson."

Jamey Johnson, Miranda Lambert and Parker McCollum perform during a tribute to George Strait. (Seth Herald/Reuters)


Credit where credit is due ... these past few CMA years have been tough to watch, host-wise. But Bryan and Manning, who have hosted since 2022, are finding their footing by doubling down on their self-established roles: Manning calmly acts as if he has the proceedings under control, and Bryan happily acts as if he's the village idiot. Wilson balanced the two out nicely as a "peacemaker," as she said. The three joked about everything from Jelly Roll's year of eating healthy and drinking less ("That's the saddest thing I've ever heard," said Bryan, poking fun at his own party image) to the requisite NFL joke. Wilson mentioned Kelsea Ballerini and Noah Kahan's duet "Cowboys Cry Too" and Manning piped up with "But enough about Jerry Jones."

Luke Bryan, from left, Lainey Wilson, and Peyton Manning raise their red cups and toast Toby Keith during the CMA Awards. (George Walker IV/AP)


Brooks & Dunn might actually agree with this placement, given how stunned they appeared to be to win the prize. They were honored, sure, but even the legendary duo looked like they did not expect to be victorious over Brothers Osborne (who have won every year except twice since 2016), Dan + Shay (who won those other two times), Maddie & Tae and the War and Treaty. One could argue that those four acts are much more relevant in the year 2024, even though Brooks & Dunn did recently release an album with reimagined versions of some of their hits with contemporary country stars.
"What a weird business, right? I love it. I love it. Right now, I really like it," Ronnie Dunn told the audience. "There's a famous quote that says time is undefeated. I just say, not yet, I guess," Kix Brooks added. In the press room, one reporter noted that the two probably just expected to attend the show and hang out. Dunn, who did sound excellent when the duo sang "Believe" with Jelly Roll earlier in the night, emphasized that this is a "crazy business."

Ronnie Dunn and Jelly Roll perform "Believe." (Theo Wargo/Getty Images)


CMA voters told The Post they were pleasantly surprised by Post Malone's debut country album, "F-1 Trillion," released this summer, and appreciated how the rapper became so involved in the Nashville community. CMA executives were excited enough that they tapped him to open the show with a duet with Chris Stapleton, "California Sober." But Post Malone did not sound his best on his second performance, "Yours," where he imagines his young daughter's future wedding. Although it is a classic country theme to sing about your kids, there are many, many other songs on his album (which he turned into an extended record) that could have better showcased his country songs.

Post Malone performs his second song of the night during the CMAs. (Theo Wargo/Getty Images)


There was so much going on during Bailey Zimmerman's "New to Country" -- the singer being lowered onto the stage from the ceiling, stopping mid-song to play beer pong, giving a shout-out to pro wrestling, basking in a comical amount of confetti -- that it was difficult to concentrate on what was happening in the actual song.
Entertainer of the Year
Luke Combs
Chris Stapleton
Morgan Wallen -- winner
Jelly Roll
Lainey Wilson
Male Vocalist of the Year
Luke Combs
Chris Stapleton -- winner
Morgan Wallen
Jelly Roll
Cody Johnson
Female Vocalist of the Year
Kelsea Ballerini
Ashley McBryde
Kacey Musgraves
Megan Moroney
Lainey Wilson -- winner
Album of the Year
"Fathers & Sons" Luke Combs
"Higher" Chris Stapleton
"Deeper Well" Kacey Musgraves
"Leather" Cody Johnson -- winner
"Whitsitt Chapel" Jelly Roll
Single of the Year
"I Had Some Help" Post Malone feat. Morgan Wallen
"White Horse" Chris Stapleton -- winner
"Dirt Cheap" Cody Johnson
"A Bar Song (Tipsy)" Shaboozey
"Watermelon Moonshine" Lainey Wilson
Song of the Year
"I Had Some Help" Post Malone feat. Morgan Wallen (written by Post Malone, Morgan Wallen, Louis Bell, Ashley Gorley, Charlie Handsome, Hoskins, Ernest Keith Smith, Chandler Paul Walters)
"White Horse" Chris Stapleton (written by Stapleton, Dan Wilson) -- winner
"Dirt Cheap" Cody Johnson (written by Josh Phillips)
"The Painter" Cody Johnson (written by Benjy Davis, Kat Higgins, Ryan Larkins)
"Burn It Down" Parker McCollum (written by McCollum, Hillary Lindsey, Lori McKenna, Liz Rose)
Vocal Group of the Year
Lady A
Little Big Town
Zac Brown Band
Old Dominion -- winner
The Red Clay Strays
Vocal Duo of the Year
Brooks & Dunn -- winner
Brothers Osborne
Dan + Shay
Maddie & Tae
The War and Treaty
New Artist of the Year
Megan Moroney -- winner
Shaboozey
Nate Smith
Mitchell Tenpenny
Zach Top
Bailey Zimmerman
Musical Event of the Year
"I Had Some Help" Post Malone feat. Morgan Wallen
"Cowboys Cry Too" Kelsea Ballerini with Noah Kahan
"I Remember Everything" Zach Bryan feat. Kacey Musgraves
"Man Made a Bar" Morgan Wallen feat. Eric Church
"You Look Like You Love Me" Ella Langley feat. Riley Green -- winner
Music Video of the Year
"I Had Some Help" Post Malone feat. Morgan Wallen
"I'm Not Pretty" Megan Moroney
"Wildflowers and Wild Horses" Lainey Wilson -- winner
"Dirt Cheap" Cody Johnson
"The Painter"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/2024/11/21/cma-awards-2024-winners-best-worst-moments/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-11-20

"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment" is on view at the National Gallery of Art through Jan. 19. (Tierney L. Cross for The Washington Post)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER
Eight exhibitions are on view through Dec. 8: "Ralph Steadman: And Another Thing," "Joseph Holston: Call and Response," "Endless Transformations: The Alchemy of Connie Imboden," "Faces of the Republican Party," "New American Landscapes," "Mira Hecht: In the Center Thereof Rose a Fountain," "Pegan Brooke: Flux II, Light on Water," and "A Sight to Behold: The Corcoran Legacy Collection of Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century American Landscape Paintings." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through March 2. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
"JewCE: The Jewish Comics Experience," through March 23. This exhibition highlights comic book superheroes who came from the minds of Jewish creators, writers and artists, as well as contemporary graphic novels that explore Jewish themes.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
* FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"Imprints in Time," through Jan. 5. This display features rare books and manuscripts from the eclectic collection of Stuart and Mimi Rose. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Irresistible: The Global Patterns of Ikat," through Dec. 21. Ikat textiles from nations around the world are on display in this celebration of the ancient resist-dyeing technique.
"Art Uncovered: Visionary Textile Scholars and Their Archives," through April 5. A global selection of letters, photos and more from the Arthur D. Jenkins Library's archives.
"A Tale of Two Houses," through May 17. An exploration of two houses central to D.C. history: the Woodhull House in Foggy Bottom and George Hewitt Myers's Kalorama residence. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through April 20. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization.
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM
"Bond in Motion," through April. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
KREEGER MUSEUM
"The DMV Collects the DMV," through Feb. 1. This celebration of the Washington Print Club's 60th anniversary features the work of 49 artists who lived in the D.C. region or built their careers there. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDENS
"Fragile Beauty: Art of the Ocean," through Jan. 5. This exhibition includes works that evoke the water, as well as pieces created with oceanic materials. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December 2025. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"Sacred Words: Revealing the Earliest Hebrew Book," through Jan. 12. The oldest known Hebrew book, featuring Sabbath morning prayers and liturgical poems, is on display.
"Billy Graham's Canvas Cathedral," through Jan. 26. A reflection on Billy Graham's evangelistic campaigns in the late 1940s.
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7, 2025. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through Feb. 17. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through March 17. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"Brick City," through spring. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," through 2025. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Gordon Parks: Camera Portraits From the Corcoran Collection," through Jan. 12. A display of 25 portraits taken by groundbreaking photographer Gordon Parks between 1941 and 1970.
"In the Library: Life in the Impressionists' Paris," through Jan. 17. A selection of some 40 photographs and prints capturing the art scene in late 19th-century Paris.
"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," through Jan. 19. A presentation of 130 works, including paintings from Paul Cezanne, Claude Monet and Camille Pissarro, examines impressionism's origins.
"Spirit & Strength: Modern Art From Haiti," through March 9. Haiti's significance to the African diaspora is put on display in this exhibition featuring 21 recently gifted works. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through February. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"From the Deep: In the Wake of Drexciya With Ayana V. Jackson," through Jan. 6. Artist Ayana V. Jackson uses animation, immersive video, installation, sound and scent in an exhibition inspired by the 1990s techno band Drexciya, whose albums imagined a mythical aquatopia populated by descendants of pregnant African women thrown (or who jumped) overboard into the Atlantic during the Middle Passage.
"Bruce Onobrakpeya: The Mask and the Cross," through Jan. 21. A showcase of Nigerian sculptor and printmaker Bruce Onobrakpeya's earliest commissions from the late 1960s.
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," on long-term view. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20, 2026. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"An Epic of Kings: The Great Mongol Shahnama," through Jan. 12. An exhibition featuring 25 folios from the Shahnama, the celebrated medieval Persian manuscript.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11, 2026. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December 2025. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16, 2025. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Suchitra Mattai: Myth From Matter," through Jan. 12. An exhibition pairing the Guyanese-born artist's recent work, including mixed media and sculpture, with objects sourced from D.C. collections.
"In Focus: Artists at Work," through April 20. Video documentaries explore the creative processes of eight contemporary artists. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Brilliant Exiles: American Women in Paris, 1900-1939," through Feb. 23. An exhibition highlighting the feats of 60 American women who traversed the Atlantic in the early 20th century in pursuit of creative freedom.
"This Morning, This Evening, So Soon: James Baldwin and the Voices of Queer Resistance," through April 20. Curated by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Hilton Als, this collection explores the interconnected lives of Baldwin, Lorraine Hansberry, Bayard Rustin and other queer civil rights activists.
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4, 2026. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
*NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM
"Baseball: America's Home Run," through Jan. 5. This exhibition dives into the surprising ways baseball and postal history have intersected since the early 20th century.
"Voting by Mail: Civil War to Covid-19," through Feb. 23. This election-year exhibition features objects spanning three centuries that have been used to help U.S. citizens vote by mail. 2 Massachusetts Ave. NE. postalmuseum.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"William Gropper: Artist of the People," through Jan. 5. Dozens of works from Gropper, the son of immigrants from Romania and Ukraine, comment on 20th-century sociopolitical issues.
"Breaking It Down: Conversations From the Vault," through Jan. 19. This eclectic exhibition presents more than 90 works from historic and contemporary artists. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"Subversive, Skilled, Sublime: Fiber Art by Women," through Jan. 5. Works of cotton, wool, polyester and silk are presented in an exhibition that considers an alternative history of American art.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Artist to Artist," through May 18. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi, and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30, 2025. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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The best classic holiday performances and light displays in the D.C. area
Catch an acclaimed Ebenezer Scrooge in "A Christmas Carol," sing along with "Messiah," see acrobats fly in "The Nutcracker" or wander among millions of lights.
By Sophia Solano | 2024-11-20
As magical as Christmastime in D.C. can be, it's also -- for those struggling to keep up with the myriad festivities -- a bit overwhelming. Calendars fill up quicker than "nice lists," and it can feel like there are too many joyful ways to celebrate.
That's why we've put together a list of our favorite performances and light shows -- to help you shovel through the snowstorm of options before the year rushes to a close. Most of the performances and light displays here are reoccurring and, hopefully, easier to fit into your schedule between gift shopping and family visits. But we also have a bucket list of essential D.C. events, plus more suggestions of ways to spend the most wonderful time of the year in our weekly Things to Do guides.

Members of the Fairfax Ballet in "The Nutcracker." The dancers are joined by the Fairfax Symphony for performances at GMU's Center for the Arts on Dec. 21 and 22. (Fairfax Ballet)


Black Leaves Dance Company's 'A Chocolate City Nutcracker' at Atlas Performing Arts Center
The Black Leaves -- an all-Black, all-male, queer-inclusive dance company -- retell the classic "Nutcracker" story. At its center is a young queer man looking for love at his HBCU's Christmas party, and the performance goes beyond ballet to incorporate African dance, zouk, voguing and other styles in what it calls a "love letter to pan-Africanism, the queer community and family." Dec. 7 at 6 p.m. and Dec. 8 at 4 p.m. 1333 H St. NE. atlasarts.org. $25.
Washington Ballet's 'The Nutcracker' at Warner Theatre
A George Washington-shaped nutcracker. Dancing cherry blossoms. Appearances by Betsy Ross and Harriet Tubman. This unique "Nutcracker" from the capital's premier dance troupe has been a holiday fixture for two decades. This year's patriotic performances are punctuated again by a kid-friendly tea party on Dec. 8 and a family day with activities for all ages on Dec. 15. Nov. 30 through Dec. 29. 513 13th St. NW. washingtonballet.org. $64-$210.
Philadelphia Ballet's 'George Balanchine's The Nutcracker' at the Kennedy Center
The Philadelphia Ballet (which was, until 2021, the Pennsylvania Ballet) brings a traditional staging of "The Nutcracker," created by seminal choreographer George Balanchine in 1954, to the Kennedy Center for four nights at the start of the holiday season. Nov. 27 and Nov. 29 through Dec. 1. 2700 F St. NW. kennedy-center.org. $50-$228.
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra and Troupe Vertigo's 'Cirque Nutcracker' at Strathmore
It's Tchaikovsky's classic with a twist: an airborne Sugar Plum Fairy and an acrobatic Mouse King. Los Angeles-based circus company Troupe Vertigo teams up with Baltimore's premier symphony for a high-flying rendition of "Cirque Nutcracker." Dec. 13 at 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 14 and 15 at 3 p.m. 5301 Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda. bsomusic.org. $22-$86.
Virginia National Ballet at Capital One Hall
The Prince William County-based dancers return to Capital One Hall for the company's 12th annual "Nutcracker" performance -- this year with new sets, special effects, costumes and original choreography. Dec. 21 at 1 and 6 p.m. 7750 Capital One Tower Rd., Tysons. virginianationalballet.org. $39-$89.
Fairfax Symphony and Fairfax Ballet at GMU's Center for the Arts
One of the few "Nutcracker" productions with a live orchestra, this Fairfax favorite returns to George Mason University's Center for the Arts for two performances featuring guest dancers from the New York City Ballet in lead roles as the Sugar Plum Fairy and Nutcracker Prince, plus a wintry digital backdrop. Dec. 21 and 22 at 4 p.m. 4373 Mason Pond Dr., Fairfax. cfa.calendar.gmu.edu. $44-$95.

Craig Wallace returns to play Scrooge in Ford's Theatre's "A Christmas Carol." (Andre Chung for The Washington Post)


Ford's Theatre's 'A Christmas Carol'
The booming baritone of Craig Wallace rings in the holiday season at Ford's Theatre, where the acclaimed Shakespearean actor has performed as Ebenezer Scrooge since 2016. Unlike other productions of "A Christmas Carol," this one has actual caroling. Through Dec. 31. 511 10th St. NW. fords.org. $37-$144.
Round House Theatre's 'A Hanukkah Carol'
Subtitled "Gelt Trip! The Musical," this spoof puts a misanthropic millennial influencer in the Scrooge role. On the first night of Hanukkah, she's visited by the ghost of a dead social media star who leads her on a journey to reconnect with her Jewish identity -- and her followers. This is the musical's world premiere after winning the Audience Favorite Award at the Broadway Shark Tank. Through Dec. 29. 4545 East-West Hwy., Bethesda. roundhousetheatre.org. $50-$93.
Olney Theatre Center's 'A Christmas Carol: A Ghost Story of Christmas'
The Maryland theater company's classic production of "A Christmas Carol" -- performed as a solo show, as Charles Dickens first envisioned -- returns this year without its legendary star Paul Morella. The celebrated actor, sidelined after a medical event, will return in 2025. In the meantime, he's replaced by Michael Russotto ("The Amateurs," "Singin' in the Rain"), who will play more than 50 characters, from Scrooge to Tiny Tim. Nov. 29 through Dec. 29. 2001 Olney Sandy Spring Rd., Olney. olneytheatre.org. $41-$81.
Keegan Theatre's 'An Irish Carol'
From Irish playwright Matthew Keenan comes this contemporary reimagining of Dickens's tale set in a Dublin pub. It follows David, a wealthy, crotchety bar owner, on his Christmas Eve journey to reconnect with his humanity. Dec. 4 through 31. 1742 Church St. NW. keegantheatre.com. $54-$64.
Little Theatre of Alexandria's 'A Christmas Carol'
The community theater's interpretation of "A Christmas Carol" comes directly from the text, adapted specifically for this stage with plenty of dancing, holiday songs and a few cameos from the author of a certain Victorian-era novella himself. Dec. 7 through 21. 600 Wolfe St., Alexandria. thelittletheatre.com. $25.

ZooLights is a treasured tradition in D.C. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


ZooLights at the National Zoo
Don't expect to see any real animals at the zoo's annual light display. Instead, watch pandas, elephants, flamingos and other animals drawn in lights dance as you walk through stalls and performances. Grab a hot chocolate (or something stronger; the zoo sells beer and wine) and see how many creatures you can find. ZooLights is open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday, plus two Thursdays (Dec. 19 and 26). Through Jan. 4. 3001 Connecticut Ave. NW. nationalzoo.si.edu. $6.
Festival of Lights at Bull Run Regional Park
Bull Run offers two holiday events in one: a 21/2-mile drive through displays made with more than 2 million lights, and an evening at the Holiday Village, where there's a carnival with a Ferris wheel, a petting zoo with camel rides and festive fare to eat around bonfires. Through Jan. 5. 7700 Bull Run Dr., Centreville. novaparks.com. $30-$40 per vehicle.
'Ice: A Charlie Brown Christmas' at National Harbor
Forty artisans hand-carved over 6,000 blocks of ice to create this Charlie Brown-themed exhibit. It'll take less than an hour to walk through, but host Gaylord National also offers ice slides, photo ops with characters and a Merry Snoopy Christmas Scavenger Hunt for additional fees. Through Dec. 28. 201 Waterfront St., National Harbor. christmasatgaylordnational.marriott.com. $29-$53.
Ice and Lights at Cameron Run Regional Park
Walk through a 100-foot tunnel of lights and inside a decorated Christmas tree at Alexandria's Cameron Run, which also has an outdoor skating rink. The "winter village," with s'mores and hot chocolate, will warm you up after a spin on the ice (tickets sold separately; ice rink opens Nov. 29). For an additional $3, spring for the "holiday specs," rainbow disposable glasses that enhance your light-viewing experience. Friday to Sunday through Nov. 24, then nightly Nov. 29 through Jan. 5. 4001 Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria. novaparks.com. $9.
Winter City Lights
In October, it was Field of Screams. But now that temperatures are dropping, Olney's OBGC community park is transforming into more of a winter wonderland than a fright fest. Winter City Lights offers a million lights, 200,000 square feet of displays over 18 acres and a 1.5-mile wooded trail that winds through it all. There's also a mulched area to hang out afterward with 14 bonfires, hay bales, and a menu of s'mores, hot chocolate and holiday drinks. Nov. 23 through Dec. 29. 4501 Olney Laytonsville Rd., Olney. wintercitylights.com. $18-$28.

At the Kennedy Center, audiences can sing along to Handel's "Messiah." (Dudley M. Brooks/The Washington Post)


'Messiah' Sing-Along at Clarendon United Methodist Church
Returning for an astounding 53rd year, this Clarendon tradition starts with a preconcert look at Handel's score, vocal warm-ups and a showcase of area choral ensembles. If you can't make it, watch the live stream on YouTube. Dec. 1 at 7:30 p.m. 606 N. Irving St., Arlington. clarendonumc.org. Free.
'Messiah' at Washington National Cathedral
The Cathedral Choir and Baroque Orchestra take on the oratorio in the colored-glass-lined hall of Washington National Cathedral. There's an abbreviated kid-friendly performance featuring only the highlights at noon Dec. 7 and a "pay what you wish" live stream Dec. 8. Dec. 6 at 7 p.m., Dec. 7 at noon and 4 p.m., and Dec. 8 at 4 p.m. 3101 Wisconsin Ave. NW. cathedral.org. $32-$96.
National Symphony Orchestra's 'Messiah' at the Kennedy Center
Celebrated organist and conductor Masaaki Suzuki leads D.C.'s top orchestra, a cast of soloists and the University of Maryland Concert Choir in one of the ensemble's most anticipated and time-honored traditions. Dec. 19 through 22. 2700 F St. NW. kennedy-center.org. $15-$101.
National Philharmonic's 'Messiah' at Strathmore
Joined by the Baltimore Choral Arts Society, the National Philharmonic presents two performances at its resident Strathmore featuring a lineup of celebrated soloists. For Virginians, the ensemble is also bringing Handel's festive oratorio to Capital One Hall in Tysons on Dec. 23. Dec. 21 at 7:30 p.m. and Dec. 22 at 3 p.m. nationalphilharmonic.org. $29-$109.
Sing-Along 'Messiah' at the Kennedy Center
You can hear Handel's "Messiah" at concert halls and churches throughout the DMV this December, but the Kennedy Center provides the season's rare opportunity to sing out "hallelujah!" yourself. One of the arts center's most popular events since 1971, this year's production features Nancia D'Alimonte conducting members of the Kennedy Center Opera House Orchestra, guest soloists, a chorus of 150 members and an enthusiastic audience. Tickets go quickly, but you can reserve yours beginning Dec. 9 at 10 a.m. on a rolling basis, or at the box office the day of the show. Dec. 23 at 6 p.m. 2700 F St. NW. kennedy-center.org. Free.
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The year's smartest game asks: Is civil democracy just a fantasy?
"Metaphor: ReFantazio" is the most audacious, exciting video game story of the year as it chronicles the birth of democracy.
By Gene Park | 2024-11-20

"Metaphor: ReFantazio" dares to ask if our democratic dream is merely that, a fantasy as impossible as a world of fairies and elves. (Sega)


Every election, we're told we have to fight for democracy, how it's the great "experiment," almost like a mantra.
Is a civil, functioning democracy as much a fantasy as a world of magic, elves and fairies? This is the troubling question that drives this year's smartest, most exciting video game, "Metaphor: ReFantazio," from the developer Atlus and famed Persona director Katsura Hashino.
In "Metaphor," player protagonist Will (or whatever you wish to be called) carries around his favorite novel everywhere, doting over it like a priest to prayer beads. The book describes a "fantasy" world -- illustrated much like our own, with cars and skyscrapers -- where "no soul is born into discrimination," people choose political leaders based on votes, and "taking power or wealth by force is seen as the most shameful of transgressions." Our fairy partner Gallica reads a few sentences and is taken aback at far-fetched concepts like equality.
"It's strange to feel envious of a fictional world," she remarks, speaking sideways to an audience seeking escape. But "Metaphor" is no mere escapist fantasy, nor is it nihilistic, unproductive political satire. Instead, it is an earnest plea for the audience to turn envy into action, anchored firmly in the harsh realities of governance over conflicting priorities and interests.
"Metaphor" begins with a king's assassination that creates a power void, yet it doesn't result in the usual bloody game of thrones. His death instead triggers a series of events that force the entire kingdom to adopt a democratic form of government, superseding his family lineage. It's the populace, not blood or power, that will determine their leader. And Will, rebel and friend to the king's cursed and comatose son, is roped in as a nominee. "Metaphor" is about the struggles of becoming president, or something like it. After all, the entire game is a metaphor.

Public debate and speechmaking raise character aspects such as "tolerance" and "eloquence" as the player bids for the public's favor in "Metaphor: ReFantazio." (Sega)


Complicating matters, Will is a member of the most marginalized race of people, the elda. In "Metaphor," nine tribes of people are identified by their appearances and characteristics. Paripus, people with puppy dog ears and tails, are considered vagrants, while the horned clemar people populate the upper echelon. The game's "United Kingdom" is splintered by class struggles kindled by those in power.
In development for around seven years, "Metaphor" was released just weeks before the close of the U.S. election. The timing felt cruel and deliberate, but it's pure coincidence, director Hashino assured The Washington Post.
Like Will, Hashino carried books around for inspiration. Hashino's Persona games are stylish, modern role-playing adventures starring Japanese high school students, so fantasy was new territory. He reread the usual fantasy staples by Tolkien. Crucially, he also read Plato and Socrates to absorb their views of a utopian world, as well as the works of Austrian psychologist Alfred Adler. Finally, he revisited "The Archetypes and the Collective Unconscious" by Carl Jung, which heavily inspired the Persona series and the Archetype superpowers in "Metaphor."
Will and his diverse followers inhabit Archetypes, which function as role-playing classes. Leon Strohl, an orphaned noble clemar, wields the warrior Archetype. These superpowers are awakened through metaphoric scenes depicting each character ripping a microphone out of their chest: literally speaking from their heart. Each scene comes after a moment of self-discovery fueled by moments of desperation. Will, Leon and the others all overcome their anxieties, the central emotional theme.

Katsura Hashino, director of "Metaphor: ReFantazio" and the Persona series (Sega)


Hashino's stories focus on the self and how we relate to others. "Metaphor" widens his lens to the broader populace, the strangers whose choices touch our lives. Hashino says the game is about the balance of turning one's anxieties inward or projecting them onto others, authority figures such as politicians and religious leaders.
"If the striking of that balance is off, things could get out of control," Hashino said. "We wanted to see how that balance between taking things on yourself and relying on others to face fear and anxiety could affect a story."
Elections in the United States depend on not only projecting our fears and hopes onto candidates but also hoping that strangers will vote in the interest of others. Democrats struggled to communicate that the nation's economy is healthy. It mattered little to voters who live from paycheck to paycheck faced with high grocery costs and unaffordable housing.

Leon Strohl, left, and the elven Eiselin Hulkenberg, right, lead a diverse cast of characters. Diversity in "Metaphor: ReFantazio" is used to examine the challenges of meeting the democratic ideal. (Sega)


Don't get it twisted: This isn't a video game of discourse; it's a traditional turn-based role-playing game that plays with Dungeons & Dragons fantasy archetypes. Will and his party still have to do battle with monsters, particularly mysterious, hideous invaders known only as "humans." Yes, "Metaphor" is very playful with metaphors. You even have to fight other political candidates. The central villain, Louis, is a charismatic general who hopes to unite all races under the banner of strength, a variation of Will's goals.
"They're looking at the same materials but come to very different interpretations," Hashino said.
Even the game's music, composed by Persona's jazz master Shoji Meguro, serves the game's themes of unity. Atlus hired a Buddhist monk to chant lyrics to the game's music, all written in Esperanto, the 19th-century invention intended to be a universal second language for the world. It is democracy and unity literally (not metaphorically) chanted as a mantra.
A nominee representing the race with the longest lifespans fights for "those too old to work." He's essentially attempting to create Social Security. As the game progresses, the real conflict becomes the fight to represent every tribe and their diverse interests.
"I don't imagine this would turn out well in the real world," laments the noble boy Strohl after reading Will's novel. "In public opinion, tribal perspective always divides us."
Strohl's words recall the kind of recent debates summed up in the 2022 book "The Great Experiment: Why Diverse Democracies Fall Apart and How They Can Endure," by  Yascha Mounk. Mounk covers how democracies have a history of religious and ethnic exclusion, how history's most diverse societies operated under empires or monarchies, and how open elections invite demagoguery and demonization. "Metaphor" is keenly aware of this struggle.
"If everybody's free to do what they want, they'll work out their own reasons to be prejudiced," says the dog-eared Fidelio after reading another passage from Will's novel, his cynicism forged through oppression.
Like "Metaphor," the novel's idealism is meant as a flint for hope -- a recurrent theme for Hashino. I asked him, "Why is it so important that this story was about hope, about fighting for a future we can only imagine?"
Hashino paused and put his head down in silence. He finally said, "To be honest, you asked a question that really hits the core. I've done many interviews, and I haven't had a question like this."
"Hope is progressing toward something undefined and undetermined by you or anyone else," Hashino said after a few minutes. "I feel that is at the essence of all things."
"Through this game, I wanted to make sure people aren't confined in this story and world, 'wasting time' on a game. I want them to take something away from the experience, something that would help them reflect on their daily lives. ... There are so many creations in the world that stimulate or move people. That in itself affects reality."
Without the dream of a better future, how could it ever come to pass? Will's friend and elven warrior knight Eiselin Hulkenberg says as much after she reads Will's novel. Astonished at the book's romanticism, she muses, "It takes power to walk the path of our dearest hopes."
It is the mantra of the activist, to become a prisoner of hope. In this way, "Metaphor" is the perfect work to ponder and play amid the din of electoral bickering and consternation. It also helps that it's a video game narrative filled with thrilling twists, betrayals and romance. Democracy can be more than just a fantasy story -- and building it can be just as exciting.
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Jeremy Chinn, a pending free agent, has given Commanders plenty to ponder
Versatile and aggressive, Chinn has become a force in the Commanders' secondary -- no matter where he lines up.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-11-21

Commanders safety Jeremy Chinn intercepted Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson in the third quarter of Washington's Week 10 loss. (Amber Searls/Imagn Images) 


One of the signature Jeremy Chinn plays drew little attention on the stat sheet. It was a run-of-the-mill first down for the Philadelphia Eagles in the first quarter Thursday night when Chinn, who began the play at the line of scrimmage, took a chip block from receiver Johnny Wilson before turning to cover an out route by Dallas Goedert, a tight end with two inches and 36 pounds on the Washington Commanders safety.
No problem.
Chinn bear-hugged Goedert and drove him back nearly eight yards for a gain of only two. The Eagles' drive fizzled three plays later, and the Commanders responded with a touchdown.
"One of the things I've been most impressed by [Chinn] is his ability to tackle," Commanders Coach Dan Quinn said Wednesday. "And in our game, you know the importance of that. ... That and the ability to play man-to-man on a tight end with his size and length -- those are two things. Him being down on the line of scrimmage has really shown up for us."
Chinn, who spent his first four seasons with the Carolina Panthers, signed a one-year deal with the Commanders in March on the premise that he could be used in multiple spots but was especially valuable for his blitzing and aggressive playing style. In short, he fit Quinn's defensive mold.
But over the past few games, Chinn has become more than just another piece of the defense. He has been everywhere, making game-altering plays and tone-setting tackles to give Washington plenty to ponder before he becomes a free agent in March.
According to Pro Football Focus, roughly 8 percent of Chinn's defensive snaps have been on the line. Approximately 42 percent have been in the box, 20 percent in the slot and nearly 30 percent at free safety. He even has taken seven snaps at cornerback.
"It's probably the last three or four weeks where he started to really come out vocally and say, 'Hey, this is my secondary, and you guys have to follow me,'" defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. said before the Commanders' loss to Pittsburgh. Chinn had his first interception in that defeat, adding to his two fumble recoveries, one forced fumble and 80 total tackles (three for a loss). He has notched 13 tackles in each of the past three games.
His communication on the back end has lifted those around him, but his emphasis on the basics has stood out most.
"It's something I take a lot of pride in, my play style and how I play this game, how I've always played this game," Chinn said. "Just my physical presence, I always want it to be felt on the football field."
The Commanders' "mini-bye" following their Thursday night loss was needed for many on the roster who are dealing with nagging injuries.
For quarterback Jayden Daniels, who suffered a rib injury in Week 7 against the Carolina Panthers, it offered a physical and mental reset.
His drop in play over the past two weeks led to speculation about his health and whether he has been physically capable of playing the way he did earlier in the season, when he took the league by storm.
Quinn insisted Monday during a conference call with reporters that Daniels is not injured "right now" but said the rib injury cost the rookie practice time in the weeks prior.
Daniels had just one practice, as a limited participant, before facing the Chicago Bears in Week 8. The following week, ahead of the Commanders' win over the New York Giants, Daniels was a limited participant for two days and a full participant for one.
He was not on the injury report ahead of the team's loss to the Steelers or in the short week before facing the Eagles. But practices that week were lighter to account for the quick turnaround.
"I'll just say practice is very important, especially in our sport," Daniels said Wednesday. "You practice more than you play, so the constant chase to get better and grow, that comes with practice reps."
Asked whether those reps affected his play in Philadelphia, Daniels insinuated the limited practice time played a role.
"Yeah, I think we just weren't clicking all cylinders," he said. "I think that goes back with practice, practicing hard, and you can't replace practice reps. ... So I'm with [Quinn] -- those practice reps are very valuable."
Quinn said cornerback Marshon Lattimore, who has yet to practice since arriving ahead of the trade deadline, could soon see the field. Quinn said that Lattimore would work on the side field -- he was merely an observer during the early media-viewing portion of Wednesday's practice -- and that the team would have a better sense of his status Thursday.
Kicker Austin Seibert returned to practice, albeit on a limited basis, after missing two games with a hip injury.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/11/20/jeremy-chinn-commanders-safety-free-agency/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




feed_0/article_20/images/img5_u4.jpg
Two-party margin by generation
Using Pew Research Center's definitions of generation boundaries.

GenZ Millennial Gen X Baby boom Silent
1997 to 1981 to 1965 to 1946 to 1928 to
2006 1996 1980 1965 1945

R+6

D+6

D+12

D+18

D+24
AGE 20 40 60 80
Source: L2 THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_20/images/img1_u52.jpg





feed_0/article_20/images/img7_u2.jpg
Composition of Trump’s support: Age
1829 3044 45-64 65+
2020

2024
25% 50 75 100

Source: Edison Research exit polls THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_20/images/img11_u1.jpg
Estimated turnout by generation and party in Georgia
100%

Republican

75

Democrat

50

25

GenZ Millennial Gen X  Baby boom Silent Pre-silent

Sources: L2, Georgia Secretary of State THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_20/images/img4_u13.jpg
Party registration by generation
Using Pew Research Center’s definitions of generation boundaries.

@ Democrat @ Republican @ Third-party/no party

Genz  Millennial Gen X Baby boom silent
1997 to 1981 to 1965 to 1946 to 1928 to
2006 1996 1980 1965 1945
ES MILLION:

AGE 20 40 60 80
Source: L2 THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_20/images/img9_u3.jpg
Recorded 2024 votes by generation in Georgia

Using Pew Research Center’s definitions of generation boundaries. Partisanship
is modeled by L2.

@ Democrat Third-party/no party @ Republican

Gen Z
1997-2006

Millennial
1981-1996

Gen X
1965-1980

Baby boom
1946-1965

Silent

1928-1945
Older

: L2, Georg HE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_5/images/img1_u61.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img2_u18.jpg





feed_0/article_23/images/img1_u76.jpg





feed_0/article_18/images/img1_u86.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img1_u37.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img1_u48.jpg





feed_0/article_20/images/img2_u35.jpg
Voter registration by generation
Using Pew Research Center's definitions of generation boundaries.

GenZ Millennial Gen X Baby boom Silent
1997 to 1981 to 1965 to 1946 to 1928 to
2006 1996 1980 1965 1945
4 MiLLions

AGE 20 40 60 80
Source: L2 THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_21/images/img1_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img1_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_20/images/img10.png
Party registration by generation in Georgia
Using Pew Research Center’s definitions of generation boundaries. Partisanship
is modeled by L2.

@ Democrat Third-party/no party @ Republican

50%

Gen Z
1997-2006

Millennial
1981-1996

Gen X
1965-1980

Baby boom
1946-1965

Silent

1928-1945
Older

THE WASHINGTON






feed_0/article_20/images/img3_u22.jpg
Registration relative to estimated population
25% 50 75 100

Gen Z

Millennial

Gen X

Baby boom

Silent

Pre-silent

Sources: L2, Census Bureau THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_20/images/img8_u4.jpg
Party registration by generation in Georgia
Using Pew Research Center’s definitions of generation boundaries. Partisanship
is modeled by L2.

@ Democrat Third-party/no party @ Republican

50%

Gen Z
1997-2006

Millennial
1981-1996

Gen X
1965-1980

Baby boom
1946-1965

Silent

1928-1945
Older

THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_20/images/img6_u7.jpg
Party registration by generation
Using Pew Research Center’s definitions of generation boundaries.

@ Democrat Third-party/no party ~ @ Republican

50%

Gen Z
1997-2006

Millennial
1981-1996

Gen X
1965-1980

Baby boom
1946-1965

Silent
1928-1945

Older






feed_0/article_6/images/img1_u46.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img4_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img1_u59.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img2_u20.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img3_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img1_u84.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img1_u92.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img1_u106.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img4_u19.jpg
How people view possible appointments, officials

® View official very favorably ® View official somewhat favorably
® View appointment with strong approval @ View appointment with some approval
Not sure of opinion @ View somewhat negatively @ View strongly negatively

Marco Rubio

overall | NN |
oemocrats [l ]
indepencents [N NI
repusiicans | W

Robert Kennedy Jr.

-8
2
@
g
2

Ir\dependems- _
resuicars N

Tulsi Gabbard

overall [N
Democrats [l

independents [N

Republicans

E:!:
i

Pete Hegseth

S
independents [ [ =] ]

Matt Gaetz
overall [N
oemocrats [l
independents [N
republicans [ :“

Sources: Economist-YouGov, Yahoo News-YouGov

IIII o |
1"
([

2
g
2





feed_0/article_16/images/img5_u12.jpg
Net approval/favorability of potential officials
Favorability @ Overall ® Among Democrats @ Independents @ Republicans

Approval O Overall © Among Democrats  © Independents © Republicans
80 -40 +40 +80
" ° o e °
Rubio ° o0 °
° ) °
Kennedy ° 2 °
© [ e
Gabbard | sl & =
° °
Hegseth ° ° °
° °
Gaetz ° °
Musk ° o o [
Ramaswamy [ ] (X ) ]
Noem ° o9 °

Sources: Economist-YouGov, Yahoo News-YouGov THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_16/images/img2_u2.jpg
Positive views of possible officials
@ View appointment with approval @ View possible official favorably

10% 20 30 40 50
Rubio

Kennedy
Gabbard
Hegseth
Gaetz

Musk
Ramaswamy
Noem

Sources: Economist-YouGov, Yahoo News-YouGov THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_16/images/img3.jpg
Not sure of opinion about possible officials
® When asked about appointment @ When asked about favorability

10% 20 30 40 50
Rubio

Kennedy
Gabbard
Hegseth
Gaetz

Musk
Ramaswamy
Noem

Sources: Economist-YouGov, Yahoo News-YouGov THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_19/images/img1_u21.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img2_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img1_u94.jpg





feed_1/article_2/images/img1_u39.jpg





feed_1/article_10/images/img1_u53.jpg





feed_1/article_8/images/img1_u64.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img1_u72.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img1_u82.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img1_u102.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img1_u114.jpg





feed_1/article_12/images/img1_u13.jpg
MATRIX )
AWARDS






feed_1/article_9/images/img1_u25.jpg
GDRERETTA






feed_1/article_7/images/img1_u30.jpg





feed_1/article_13/images/img2_u13.jpg





feed_1/article_13/images/img1_u42.jpg
) : ’AL‘}"‘?;"';{M






feed_1/article_15/images/img1_u62.jpg





feed_1/article_11/images/img1_u70.jpg





feed_1/article_14/images/img1_u90.jpg





feed_1/article_1/images/img1_u111.jpg
[ OROPPING OFFYOURGHIDAT
| " ;! ES ;’ .Iﬁﬁ[
‘ \

THE PERSON NEXT
TO YoU WON'T STOP.






feed_1/article_0/images/img1_u4.jpg





feed_1/article_6/images/img1_u16.jpg





feed_3/article_11/images/img1_u38.jpg





feed_3/article_17/images/img1_u49.jpg





feed_3/article_13/images/img2_u3.jpg





feed_3/article_15/images/img1_u23.jpg





feed_3/article_6/images/img2_u34.jpg





feed_3/article_13/images/img1_u5.jpg





feed_3/article_6/images/img4_u15.jpg





feed_3/article_6/images/img5_u9.jpg





feed_3/article_6/images/img6_u9.jpg





feed_3/article_6/images/img3_u26.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img2_u23.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img8_u1.jpg





feed_3/article_6/images/img1_u88.jpg





cover.jpg
Thu, 21 Nov 2024





feed_3/article_0/images/img6_u3.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img3_u10.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img10.jpg





feed_6/article_13/images/img3_u27.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img5_u1.jpg





feed_6/article_13/images/img4_u16.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img9.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img7.jpg





feed_6/article_13/images/img2_u37.jpg





feed_3/article_1/images/img2_u24.jpg





feed_6/article_7/images/img2_u27.jpg





feed_3/article_1/images/img1_u8.jpg





feed_6/article_7/images/img8_u2.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img1_u27.jpg





feed_6/article_13/images/img1_u95.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img4_u4.jpg





feed_6/article_7/images/img6_u4.jpg





feed_6/article_7/images/img3_u15.jpg





feed_6/article_7/images/img11.jpg





feed_3/article_19/images/img2.png
NBA Advanced Stals

pomTS i ThEpANT

6
N 22— 26]
T — —






feed_6/article_7/images/img12.jpg





feed_6/article_7/images/img9_u2.jpg





feed_3/article_19/images/img1.png





feed_6/article_7/images/img7_u1.jpg





feed_3/article_19/images/img4.png
i e BA Mvanced Stals






feed_6/article_7/images/img1_u28.jpg





feed_3/article_14/images/img1_u66.jpg





feed_6/article_7/images/img10_u1.jpg





feed_3/article_3/images/img1_u75.jpg





feed_6/article_7/images/img5_u2.jpg





feed_3/article_19/images/img5.png
184 Ao St






feed_6/article_7/images/img4_u9.jpg





feed_3/article_19/images/img3_u1.png





feed_6/article_6/images/img2_u5.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img1_u29.jpg





feed_6/article_1/images/img1_u105.jpg





feed_9/article_0/images/img4_u2.jpg





feed_9/article_0/images/img5.jpg





feed_3/article_18/images/img1_u43.jpg





feed_9/article_0/images/img6_u6.jpg





feed_9/article_0/images/img3_u6.jpg





feed_3/article_8/images/img2.jpg





feed_6/article_3/images/img4_u12.jpg





feed_6/article_3/images/img5_u6.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img2_u16.jpg
Highlights from
the 2024 CMA Awards





feed_3/article_4/images/img1_u17.jpg





feed_6/article_3/images/img2_u31.jpg





feed_9/article_0/images/img1_u104.jpg
leow





feed_6/article_3/images/img3_u21.jpg





feed_3/article_18/images/img2_u14.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img3_u1.jpg





feed_3/article_18/images/img3_u9.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img1_u1.jpg
2024-11-11 19:40:18) | N ;74’
| s






feed_9/article_0/images/img2_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img1_u108.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img8.jpg





feed_0/article_24/images/img1_u19.jpg
N
N~
y 3 3. A5
&
b -
; :
|
*





feed_0/article_12/images/img2_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img1_u33.jpg





feed_3/article_2/images/img3_u19.jpg





feed_6/article_14/images/img5_u3.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img7_u3.jpg





feed_3/article_2/images/img4_u11.jpg





feed_6/article_14/images/img1_u50.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img10_u3.jpg





feed_6/article_14/images/img3_u11.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img4_u3.jpg





feed_3/article_2/images/img2_u30.jpg





feed_6/article_14/images/img4_u5.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img9_u1.jpg





feed_9/article_5/images/img2_u6.jpg





feed_3/article_2/images/img1_u79.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img5_u10.jpg





feed_6/article_5/images/img1_u36.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img1_u115.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img6_u1.jpg





feed_3/article_10/images/img1_u100.jpg
: / "‘4@[’"\ ‘ /ih,





feed_6/article_14/images/img2_u19.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img3_u18.jpg





feed_3/article_8/images/img3_u28.jpg





feed_3/article_8/images/img1_u112.jpg





feed_6/article_3/images/img1_u77.jpg





feed_2/article_6/images/img1_u26.jpg
NAM 3 km Init 182 20 Nov 2024 « Composite Reflectivty (4BZ) Hour & - Valid: 022 Thu 21 Nov 2024
= = v W






feed_6/article_10/images/img2_u33.jpg





feed_6/article_10/images/img6_u8.jpg





feed_9/article_2/images/img2_u38.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img1_u40.jpg





feed_6/article_8/images/img1_u116.jpg





feed_9/article_4/images/img1_u7.jpg





feed_6/article_10/images/img3_u23.jpg





feed_9/article_2/images/img3_u17.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img3.png
HRRR' m ok 12221 Nov 2024 - Composte Reflecy  Precip Tpe (462
> T W

[en -1

e

e e A e e e o

O e e R S e s s |






feed_6/article_10/images/img4_u14.jpg





feed_9/article_2/images/img1_u74.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img1_u12.jpg





feed_9/article_5/images/img4_u8.jpg





feed_9/article_5/images/img1_u97.jpg





feed_3/article_12/images/img2_u17.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img2_u8.jpg





feed_3/article_12/images/img1_u57.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img3_u5.jpg





feed_9/article_5/images/img3_u20.jpg





mastheadImage.jpg
@he Washington Post





feed_2/article_3/images/img1_u85.jpg





feed_8/article_0/images/img2_u26.jpg
TOSCANA
TAWNY i
PORTO |

BAROLO





feed_2/article_1/images/img1_u93.jpg





feed_8/article_7/images/img1_u63.jpg





feed_6/article_9/images/img1_u56.jpg





feed_8/article_0/images/img1_u81.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img2_u1.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img6.jpg





feed_6/article_10/images/img7_u4.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img1_u103.jpg





feed_8/article_11/images/img1_u54.jpg





feed_6/article_2/images/img1_u68.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img4_u18.jpg
& current Watches, Warnings, and Advisories
A :






feed_6/article_10/images/img5_u8.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img5_u11.jpg





feed_6/article_10/images/img1_u80.jpg





feed_8/article_11/images/img2_u22.jpg





feed_2/article_8/images/img1_u22.jpg





feed_8/article_8/images/img1_u101.jpg





feed_5/article_1/images/img1_u96.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img1_u34.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img1_u107.jpg





feed_8/article_10/images/img2_u36.jpg





feed_2/article_5/images/img3_u13.jpg





feed_5/article_7/images/img1_u32.jpg





feed_2/article_5/images/img4_u7.jpg
School of Medicine o
& Health Sciences @ The GW Mec
A J© Faculty Asso

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

The GW Mayiaz* iy
) Faculty; a:." s e
‘ P\ 7NN
W —
A < School of Medicin

& Health Sciences

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UN






feed_8/article_1/images/img1_u24.jpg





feed_2/article_5/images/img2_u21.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img2_u12.jpg





feed_5/article_6/images/img4_u1.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img3_u8.jpg





feed_5/article_6/images/img1.jpg





feed_8/article_5/images/img1_u11.jpg





feed_2/article_5/images/img1_u60.jpg





feed_5/article_6/images/img2_u7.jpg





feed_5/article_6/images/img3_u4.jpg
\o ~*

4 PPP 0PPS Rhea Hu... | 4 Parcle 1 PPP OVS Homingwey '\ PPP OVS Holingsw. Watkins-Family-Par.






feed_8/article_3/images/img1_u71.jpg





feed_5/article_8/images/img1_u45.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img4_u20.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img13.jpg





feed_2/article_9/images/img2_u29.jpg





feed_5/article_4/images/img1_u58.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img3_u25.jpg





feed_2/article_9/images/img1_u87.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img14.jpg





feed_2/article_10/images/img4.jpg
Weather pattern forecast for Friday morning
Blues and purples show a cold dip in jet stream

Ry, i e
500 510 540 550 560 570 580 590 60O

Source: NOAA Global Forecast System THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_5/article_3/images/img1_u89.jpg





feed_8/article_10/images/img3_u3.jpg





feed_8/article_10/images/img1_u10.jpg





feed_2/article_10/images/img2_u1.png
ECMWF 0.1 It 062 20 Nov 2024 - 3 h QPF by type () MSLP (hPa), 1000500mb Thickness (dam)
° v v

Hour 30 - Valid: 122 Thu 21 Nov 2024
w

7

4 et o Wt v G e s e ot s st o

Fear - =
&






feed_2/article_10/images/img3_u2.jpg
Hour. 55 - Valid: 192 Fr 22 Nov 2024

anw
" @5 50

Esgzenr o re— —






feed_2/article_2/images/img1_u98.jpg





feed_5/article_5/images/img1_u69.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img8_u3.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img6_u2.jpg





feed_2/article_10/images/img1_u109.jpg
Snowfall forecast Thursday through Saturday morning

Inches of accumulation

THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_5/article_5/images/img2_u25.jpg





feed_5/article_5/images/img3_u14.jpg
]
A\(Mli
3 S A,
o HER/N/
L






feed_8/article_2/images/img2_u4.jpg





feed_4/article_3/images/img1_u110.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img7_u5.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img11_u2.jpg





feed_5/article_2/images/img1_u35.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img9_u4.jpg





feed_4/article_1/images/img1_u2.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img5_u7.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img1_u78.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img1_u14.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img12_u1.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img10_u2.jpg





feed_4/article_4/images/img1_u99.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img1_u6.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img6_u5.jpg





feed_7/article_7/images/img1_u44.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img3_u16.jpg





feed_7/article_11/images/img1_u55.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img2_u28.jpg
- UNION






feed_4/article_2/images/img1_u67.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img1_u18.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img4_u10.jpg





feed_7/article_6/images/img1_u31.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img5_u5.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img1_u113.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img3_u24.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img1_u91.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img2_u32.jpg





feed_7/article_8/images/img1_u73.jpg





feed_7/article_4/images/img1_u83.jpg





feed_7/article_10/images/img1_u65.jpg





feed_7/article_9/images/img1_u41.jpg





feed_7/article_2/images/img1_u51.jpg





feed_6/article_15/images/img1_u9.jpg





feed_6/article_11/images/img1_u20.jpg
THE EMBASSY OF

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Moconbetso

CnonyyeHunx LLiTaris Amepyki






feed_9/article_6/images/img2_u11.jpg
feel like my & Eloguence has improved.

managed to win the hearts of the people with my speech. {
|
+






feed_9/article_6/images/img3_u7.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img4_u17.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img1_u47.jpg





