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Trump claims a win on immigration after a call with Mexico's president. But she suggests no change
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                    FILE - President-elect Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with the House GOP conference, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (Allison Robbert/Pool via AP, File)
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                                        WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump declared a win on stopping illegal immigration through Mexico on Wednesday after talking with that country's leader. But Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum suggested Mexico was already doing its part and had no interest in closing its borders.
The two spoke just days after Trump threatened to impose sweeping new tariffs on Canada and Mexico as part of his effort to crack down on illegal immigration and drugs.
Trump said Sheinbaum "agreed to stop Migration through Mexico." Sheinbaum indicated separately on social media that she told Trump that Mexico is already "taking care of" migrant caravans, calling it an "excellent conversation."
"We reiterate that Mexico's position is not to close borders but to build bridges between governments and between peoples," Sheinbaum added.
While the state of the proposed tariffs remained unclear, Trump said in a post on his Truth Social account that this was "effectively closing our Southern Border." He called it a "very productive conversation."

    


The exchange between the two leaders appeared to confirm for Trump the value of threatening to disrupt trade with import taxes. His initial social media post moved financial markets and gave him a response he was quick to describe as a win. Even if the proposed tariffs fail to materialize, Trump can tell supporters that the mere possibility of them is an effective policy tool and continue to rely on tariff threats.




Sheinbaum wrote on social media that the leaders "discussed Mexico's strategy on migration issues, and I told him the caravans are not reaching the northern (U.S.) border, because Mexico is taking care of them."

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


"We also talked about reinforcing cooperation on security issues, within the framework of our sovereignty, and the campaign we are carrying out to prevent fentanyl consumption," she said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Illegal migration across the Mexico border is down in part because the Biden administration secured some stepped-up cooperation from Mexico -- the sort Trump seems to be celebrating. 

    


Arrivals at the U.S.-Mexico border have dropped 40% from an all-time high in December. U.S. officials mostly credit Mexican vigilance around rail yards and highway checkpoints.
Driven by mounting pressure from the U.S. to block migrants going north, in the past few years Mexican authorities have turned to rounding them up across the country and sending them to southern Mexico, in a strategy seen by experts as an attempt to wear migrants out until they give up.
Neither side clarified the status of the tariffs. But their implementation could fuel higher prices and slow economic growth, potentially blowing up the trade agreement among the U.S., Canada and Mexico that was finalized in 2020 during Trump's previous time in the White House.
Trump on Monday said he would impose a 25% tax on all products entering the country from Canada and Mexico as one of his first executive orders upon taking office on Jan. 20. He also proposed an additional 10% tariff on China tied to its exporting of materials used in the production of fentanyl.

    


In announcing his plans, he railed against the flow of fentanyl and migrants crossing into the U.S. illegally, even though southern border apprehensions have been hovering near four-year lows.
On Wednesday, Trump also posted that he plans a large scale ad campaign to explain "how bad Fentanyl is for people to use," predicting it would educate people on "how really bad the horror of this Drug is."

The dangerously powerful opioid was developed to treat intense pain from ailments like cancer but has increasingly been mixed with other drugs in the illicit drug supply.
Through September, the United States has imported $378.9 billion in goods from Mexico, $322.2 billion from China and $309.3 billion from Canada.
___
Associated Press writers Jill Colvin in New York and Mark Stevenson in Mexico City contributed to this report. 
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Avocados, tequila and other iconic Mexican products are jeopardized by Trump's tariff threats
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            Mexicans are worried that threats by Donald Trump to impose 25% tariffs could affect a wide range of iconic Mexican products and threaten entire regional economies. Avocado producers say tariffs will raise the price of their fruit, while Mexico's Economy Secretary said U.S. consumers might have to pay $3,000 more per pickup truck. (AP video shot by Armando Solis)
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            Workers sort avocados at a packing plant in Uruapan, Mexico Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            A farmhand harvests avocados at an orchard in Santa Ana Zirosto, Michoacan sate, Mexico, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)
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            A worker sorts avocados at a packing plant in Uruapan, Mexico, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)
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            A farmhand harvests avocados at an orchard in Santa Ana Zirosto, Michoacan sate, Mexico, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)
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                                        URUAPAN, Mexico (AP) -- Mexicans are worried that threats by Donald Trump to impose 25% tariffs could affect a wide range of iconic Mexican products and threaten entire regional economies.
In western Mexico, no crop supplies an income for so many small growers as avocados. But avocado growers, pickers and packers worry that U.S. consumers, faced with 25% higher prices, may just skip the guacamole.
"I think that when there is an increase in the price for any product, demand declines," said avocado grower Enrique Espinoza. Orchards like his are the economic lifeblood in the western Mexico state of Michoacan. "It would be a tragedy if they closed down (the border) on us," he said. 
Trump's Jan. 20 inauguration -- when he said he would impose tariffs -- couldn't come at a worse time: It's around when Mexico starts shipping crates of the green fruit north for Super Bowl Sunday, the annual peak of consumption.

    


Jose Luis Arroyo Sandoval, a manager at an avocado packing house in Michoacan, says the economy would be affected.
"Work for us could decrease because it won't be quite so attractive to export," Arroyo said, "because avocados would get expensive, and avocados are already expensive."




It may not just be Mexican producers who are affected; U.S. consumers may also be howling. 
Mexican business leader Gina Diez Barroso told a news conference Tuesday that one U.S. agriculture official told her he had never had as many complaints as when the U.S. government halted import inspections on Mexican avocados in 2022.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Never in his life had he had so much chaos in his office, because they halted Mexican avocados," Diez Barroso said.
Espinoza agrees that consumers are likely to share the pain.
"The gringos need avocados, it is a good product, and I don't think they are going to stop consuming it," he said.
Rather, the reverse effect has him worried; if Mexico retaliates with its own tariffs, as President Claudia Sheinbaum has suggested, Mexicans will face not just a drop in income, but high prices for U.S. products like corn, which is a main supply of feed for animals in Mexico. 

    


"There are more poor people here, so in some ways it is going to hit us," Espinoza said. "The United States can pay 25% more for Mexican products, very few of us have enough money to pay 25% more for what we import from the United States."
It's not just the guacamole; Mexican tequila producers have seen a bonanza in the U.S. market. In 2023, the U.S. imported $4.6 billion worth of tequila and $108 million worth of mezcal from Mexico.
That has raised cautious concern among tequila producers, including farmers who grow agave on some of the driest, marginal soils that couldn't support many other crops.
"We are analyzing the statements by the authorities and their reactions, and in the coming days we will establish a position," the National Tequila Industry Chamber said in a statement.
And industry representatives say a drop in the consumption of tequila -- America's third-most popular spirit, behind vodka and pre-mixed cocktails -- could affect U.S. bars, restaurants and clubs.

    


"At the end of the day, tariffs on spirits products from our neighbors to the north and south are going to hurt U.S. consumers and lead to job losses across the U.S. hospitality industry just as these businesses continue their long recovery from the pandemic," the Distilled Spirits Council of the U.S. said in a statement.
The tariffs would probably plunge Mexico into an immediate recession. Mexican financial group Banco Base estimated in a report that for every 1% that Mexican exports increase in price, their volume falls by 1.33%
Supposing that Americans might absorb half the impact of the tariffs and just pay higher prices for Mexican goods, they still might reduce their consumption by 12%, Banco Base estimated.
"This would be reflected in a 4.4% drop in gross domestic product," the bank wrote, adding "the decline would not just occur in 2025, but would get more serious the longer the tariffs last."
And the tariffs could affect some products that aren't thought of as particularly Mexican at all.


    


Mexico's Economy Secretary, Marcelo Ebrard, said Wednesday that 88% percent of all North American pickup trucks come from Mexico, though it was unclear if he meant just parts of the trucks or their final assembly.
Ebrard claimed that 25% tariffs would mean U.S. consumers might have to pay $3,000 more per pickup truck.
"It is shooting yourself in the foot," Ebrard said.
____
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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            New drone footage on Thursday showed the full scale of destruction from Israeli bombardment across southern Lebanon after a cease-fire agreement was reached between Israel and Lebanon-based Hezbollah militants. For more than 60 days, Lebanese residents have watched stunned as Israeli strikes smashed into buildings, raising giant explosions and palls of smoke in the heart of the capital and other cities. (AP video by Hussein Malla; Production by Fadi Altawil)
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            Residents started returning home Thursday, one day after a cease-fire between Hezbollah and Israel was agreed upon. If it holds, the cease-fire could give reprieve to the 1.2 million Lebanese displaced by the fighting and the tens of thousands of Israelis who fled their homes along the border. (AP video shot by Bassam Hatoum)
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            The agreement, brokered by the United States and France, includes an initial two-month cease-fire in which Hezbollah militants are to withdraw north of the Litani River and Israeli forces are to return to their side of the border. (AP video shot by Alon Bernstein)
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            A local official said that during the conflict an Israeli airstrike landed "dangerously close" to Baalbek's UNESCO-listed Roman ruins, a revered heritage site with some of the largest and best-preserved Roman temples outside of Rome. (AP video by Lujain Jo)
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            A South Korean U.N peacekeeper patrol drive past destroyed buildings in Chehabiyeh village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man sits on the rubble of a destroyed house in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Residents walk on the rubble of destroyed buildings after they returned to Qana village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A woman collects the remains of her destroyed house after she returned to Chehabiyeh village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A damaged vehicle seen in front of part of the Roman temples of Baalbek in eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Damaged vehicles seen in front of the Roman temples of Baalbek in eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A person stands next to remains and his family destroyed house after he returned to Chehabiyeh village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A South Korean U.N peacekeeper armoured vehicle drives by destroyed buildings in Chehabiyeh village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man lowers a bag of his family's clothing from the roof of his destroyed house after he returned to his village of Hanouiyeh, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 24 | 
            Residents walk past destroyed buildings as they return to Qana village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A boy holds a Hezbollah's flag, as displaced residents return to Nabatiyeh, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Bassam Hatoum)
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            Displaced residents drive past destroyed buildings as they return to Nabatiyeh, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Bassam Hatoum)
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            Residents walk past destroyed buildings as they return to Nabatiyeh, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Bassam Hatoum)
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            Displaced residents drive past destroyed buildings as they return to Nabatiyeh, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Bassam Hatoum)
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            A man inspects a building destroyed in Israeli airstrikes in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A woman inspects buildings destroyed in Israeli airstrikes in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Zeina Rida Jawhari, reacts after recovering a photo of her father from the rubble of her destroyed house in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Displaced residents hug as they stand in front of the rubble of their destroyed house in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Displaced residents hug as they stand in front of the rubble of their destroyed house in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            24 of 24 | 
            A man inspects a house that was destroyed in Israeli airstrikes in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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        Israel launches first airstrike on Lebanon since ceasefire after saying Hezbollah violated the truce
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                                    New drone footage on Thursday showed the full scale of destruction from Israeli bombardment across southern Lebanon after a cease-fire agreement was reached between Israel and Lebanon-based Hezbollah militants. For more than 60 days, Lebanese residents have watched stunned as Israeli strikes smashed into buildings, raising giant explosions and palls of smoke in the heart of the capital and other cities. (AP video by Hussein Malla; Production by Fadi Altawil)
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                                    Residents started returning home Thursday, one day after a cease-fire between Hezbollah and Israel was agreed upon. If it holds, the cease-fire could give reprieve to the 1.2 million Lebanese displaced by the fighting and the tens of thousands of Israelis who fled their homes along the border. (AP video shot by Bassam Hatoum)
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                                    The agreement, brokered by the United States and France, includes an initial two-month cease-fire in which Hezbollah militants are to withdraw north of the Litani River and Israeli forces are to return to their side of the border. (AP video shot by Alon Bernstein)
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                                    A local official said that during the conflict an Israeli airstrike landed "dangerously close" to Baalbek's UNESCO-listed Roman ruins, a revered heritage site with some of the largest and best-preserved Roman temples outside of Rome. (AP video by Lujain Jo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 24 | 
            A South Korean U.N peacekeeper patrol drive past destroyed buildings in Chehabiyeh village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man sits on the rubble of a destroyed house in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Residents walk on the rubble of destroyed buildings after they returned to Qana village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Residents walk on the rubble of destroyed buildings after they returned to Qana village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A woman collects the remains of her destroyed house after she returned to Chehabiyeh village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 24 | 
            A damaged vehicle seen in front of part of the Roman temples of Baalbek in eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    A damaged vehicle seen in front of part of the Roman temples of Baalbek in eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Damaged vehicles seen in front of the Roman temples of Baalbek in eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    Damaged vehicles seen in front of the Roman temples of Baalbek in eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A person stands next to remains and his family destroyed house after he returned to Chehabiyeh village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A South Korean U.N peacekeeper armoured vehicle drives by destroyed buildings in Chehabiyeh village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man lowers a bag of his family's clothing from the roof of his destroyed house after he returned to his village of Hanouiyeh, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Residents walk past destroyed buildings as they return to Qana village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Residents walk past destroyed buildings as they return to Qana village, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A boy holds a Hezbollah's flag, as displaced residents return to Nabatiyeh, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Bassam Hatoum)
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            Displaced residents drive past destroyed buildings as they return to Nabatiyeh, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Bassam Hatoum)
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            Residents walk past destroyed buildings as they return to Nabatiyeh, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Bassam Hatoum)
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            Displaced residents drive past destroyed buildings as they return to Nabatiyeh, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Bassam Hatoum)
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            A man inspects a building destroyed in Israeli airstrikes in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 24

                                    
                                    A man inspects a building destroyed in Israeli airstrikes in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 24 | 
            A woman inspects buildings destroyed in Israeli airstrikes in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            21 of 24 | 
            Zeina Rida Jawhari, reacts after recovering a photo of her father from the rubble of her destroyed house in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Displaced residents hug as they stand in front of the rubble of their destroyed house in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Displaced residents hug as they stand in front of the rubble of their destroyed house in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A man inspects a house that was destroyed in Israeli airstrikes in Baalbek, eastern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- The Israeli military on Thursday said its warplanes fired on southern Lebanon after detecting Hezbollah activity at a rocket storage facility, the first Israeli airstrike a day after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah took hold.
There was no immediate word on casualties from Israel's aerial attack, which came hours after the Israeli military said it fired on people trying to return to certain areas in southern Lebanon. Israel said they were violating the ceasefire agreement, without providing details. Lebanon's state-run National News Agency said two people were wounded.
The back-to-back incidents stirred unease about the agreement, brokered by the United States and France, which includes an initial two-month ceasefire in which Hezbollah militants are to withdraw north of the Litani River and Israeli forces are to return to their side of the border. The buffer zone would be patrolled by Lebanese troops and U.N. peacekeepers.

    


On Thursday, the second day of a ceasefire after more than a year of bloody conflict between Israel and Hezbollah, Lebanon's state news agency reported that Israeli fire targeted civilians in Markaba, close to the border, without providing further details. Israel said it fired artillery in three other locations near the border. There were no immediate reports of casualties.




An Associated Press reporter in northern Israel near the border heard Israeli drones buzzing overhead and the sound of artillery strikes from the Lebanese side.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Israeli military said in a statement that "several suspects were identified arriving with vehicles to a number of areas in southern Lebanon, breaching the conditions of the ceasefire." It said troops "opened fire toward them" and would "actively enforce violations of the ceasefire agreement."
Israeli officials have said forces will be withdrawn gradually as it ensures that the agreement is being enforced. Israel has warned people not to return to areas where troops are deployed, and says it reserves the right to strike Hezbollah if it violates the terms of the truce.

    


A Lebanese military official said Lebanese troops would gradually deploy in the south as Israeli troops withdraw. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to brief media.
The ceasefire agreement announced late Tuesday ended 14 months of conflict between Israel and Hezbollah that began a day after Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023 attack out of Gaza, when the Lebanese militant group began firing rockets, drones and missiles in solidarity.
Israel retaliated with airstrikes, and the conflict steadily intensified for nearly a year before boiling over into all-out war in mid-September. The war in Gaza is still raging with no end in sight.
More than 3,760 people were killed by Israeli fire in Lebanon during the conflict, many of them civilians, according to Lebanese health officials. The fighting killed more than 70 people in Israel -- over half of them civilians -- as well as dozens of Israeli soldiers fighting in southern Lebanon.

    


Some 1.2 million people were displaced in Lebanon, and thousands began streaming back to their homes on Wednesday despite warnings from the Lebanese military and the Israeli army to stay out of certain areas. Some 50,000 people were displaced on the Israeli side, but few have returned and the communities near the northern border are still largely deserted.

In Menara, an Israeli community on the border with views into Lebanon, around three quarters of homes are damaged, some with collapsed roofs and burnt-out interiors. A few residents could be seen gathering their belongings on Thursday before leaving again.
___
Frankel reported from northern Israel. Associated Press writer Natalie Melzer in Nahariya, Israel contributed.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, an Su-34 bomber of the Russian air force drops bombs on Ukrainian positions at an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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            In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, pilots of an Su-34 bomber of the Russian air force fly at an undisclosed location in Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Russia conducted a "massive" attack against Ukraine's energy infrastructure on Thursday, firing nearly 200 missiles and drones and leaving more than a million households without power, Ukrainian officials said.
Russia's second major aerial attack on Ukraine's power grid in less than two weeks amplified fears that the Kremlin aims to cripple the country's power generation capacity before winter.
"Attacks on energy facilities are happening all over Ukraine," Energy Minister Herman Halushchenko said in a post on Facebook. He added that emergency power outages were implemented nationwide.
Russia in previous years has targeted Ukraine's electricity generation, aiming to deny civilians critical heating and drinking water supplies during the bitter winter months and break Ukrainian spirits. The attacks also seek to hobble Ukraine's defense industry that is now producing missiles, drones and armored vehicles, among other military assets.

    


In some regions on Thursday, Kalibr cruise missiles with cluster munitions smashed into civilian targets, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said, calling it "an insidious escalation." Cluster munitions release numerous small bombs over a wide area, making them dangerous to civilians both during and after an attack.




Russian President Vladimir Putin claimed his forces struck 17 Ukrainian targets Thursday, including military facilities and their "support systems," with 100 drones and 90 missiles.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It was the 11th massive combined attack by Russia on Ukraine's energy infrastructure this year. 
But the Ukrainian air force claimed to have shot down 76 cruise missiles and three other types of missile as well as 32 drones. It added that it lost track of 62 Russian drones, which most likely were jammed by electronic warfare.
Neither side's claims could be independently verified.
Ukrainian officials have warned recently that Russia was stockpiling cruise and ballistic missiles, presumably for another pre-winter aerial campaign against Ukraine's power grid. Ukrainian officials have in the past accused Russia of "weaponizing winter." Such massive attacks have been a regular feature of the war.

    


Around half of Ukraine's energy infrastructure has been destroyed during the almost three years of war with Russia, and rolling electricity blackouts are common. Kyiv's Western allies have sought to help Ukraine protect power generation with air defense systems and funds for rebuilding.
Last March, the International Criminal Court in The Hague issued arrest warrants for two high-ranking Russian military officers on war crimes charges linked to attacks on Ukraine's civilian infrastructure, including power plants and electricity sub-stations.
The war has been going in Russia's favor in recent months as its bigger army uses its advantages in manpower and equipment to push Ukrainian forces backward in eastern areas, though its offensive has been slow and costly.
Putin said that over the past two days Russia had fired 100 missiles and 466 drones at Ukraine, saying they were a response to Ukraine using American-made missiles to hit targets on Russian soil after gaining permission to do so from President Joe Biden.

    


Speaking at a summit in Kazakhstan of a security alliance of former Soviet nations, Putin threatened to use a new intermediate-range ballistic missile, called Oreshnik, against "decision-making centers" in Kyiv, the Ukrainian capital.
The missile launched for the first time at Ukraine last week has six warheads and flies at 10 times the speed of sound, according to Putin, who declared that it can't be intercepted by any modern air defense systems.
Oreshnik can penetrate underground bunkers and releases dozens of submunitions that "turn everything to dust," Putin said. The use of several Oreshnik missiles in one strike would be comparable in its devastating power to a nuclear weapon, he claimed.
Explosions in Thursday's Russian attack were reported in Kyiv, Kharkiv, Rivne, Khmelnytskyi, Lutsk, and many other cities in central and western Ukraine.

    


Zelenskyy urged Western countries to accelerate delivery of promised air defense weaponry. Ukrainian officials in the past have grumbled that military aid is slow to arrive.
"Each such attack proves that air defense systems are needed now in Ukraine, where they save lives, and not at storage bases," Zelenskyy said on the Telegram messaging app.
Russia uses large numbers of missiles and drones to overwhelm Ukraine's air defenses and exploits weather conditions such as dense fog and cloud cover to make interceptions harder, the Ukrainian air force said.
The head of Ukraine's presidential office, Andrii Yermak, said in a Telegram post that Russia had stockpiled missiles to strike Ukrainian infrastructure and wage war against civilians during the cold season. "They were helped by their crazy allies, including from North Korea," he wrote.

    


Western governments and South Korea say North Korea in recent months has intensified its military support for Russia.
The head of the Lviv region in western Ukraine, Maksym Kozytskyi, said the attack left more than half a million households without electricity.
Over 280,000 households in the northwestern Rivne region were without electricity because of the attack, according to regional Gov. Oleksandr Koval. Running water supplies were also patchy in affected areas. Some schools in Rivne city switched to online classes.
There were also strikes on the bordering Volyn region, where 215,000 households had no electricity, regional head Ivan Rudnytskyi said. All critical infrastructure that lost power was switched to generators.
Energy infrastructure was also targeted in the western Ivano-Frankivsk region, local officials said. Air defenses were activated there, and emergency power outages were introduced.

Local officials ordered the opening of "points of invincibility" -- shelter-type places where people can charge their phones and other electrical devices and get refreshments during blackouts.
In Kyiv, where the air raid alert lasted over nine hours, missile debris fell in one neighborhood, local officials said. No casualties were reported.
___
Hatton reported from Lisbon, Portugal.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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            Handlers pull the Ronald McDonald balloon down Sixth Avenue during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            The University of Massachusetts Minutemen marching band marches down Central Park West while participating in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            The University of Massachusetts Minutemen marching band plays as it makes its way down Central Park West while participating in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            People watch floats being inflated in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 21 | 
            People inflate floats in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A person inflates a float in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Pedestrians cross Sixth Avenue ahead of the start of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            People stand in the rain along Sixth Avenue ahead of the start of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            The Macy's Great American Marching Band plays as it heads down Sixth Avenue during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Handlers pull the Stuart the Minion balloon down Sixth Avenue during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Handlers pull the Diary of a Wimpy Kid balloon down Central Park West during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            New York Police arrest Pro-Palestinian protesters who were demonstrating on Sixth Avenue during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            New York Police arrest Pro-Palestinian protesters who were demonstrating on Sixth Avenue during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 21 | 
            New York Police arrest Pro-Palestinian protesters who were demonstrating on Sixth Avenue during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            New York Police arrest Pro-Palestinian protesters who were demonstrating on Sixth Avenue during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            New York Police arrest Pro-Palestinian protesters who were demonstrating on Sixth Avenue during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            New York Police arrest Pro-Palestinian protesters who were demonstrating on Sixth Avenue during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Spectators watch from an apartment balcony as Disney's Minnie Mouse balloon floats by on Central Park West during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Handlers guide Disney's Minnie Mouse balloon down Sixth Avenue during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Shoppers pass a Christmas tree at the Bergdorf Goodman store on Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Anne D'Innocenzio)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            Items on sale for Black Friday are displayed at Macy's department store on Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Anne D'Innocenzio)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Items on sale for $5 are displayed at a Five Below store on Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Anne D'Innocenzio)
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            A sign promoting Black Friday deals sits on table with a display of mirrorless cameras in a Best Buy store Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in south Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            FILE - Shoppers and others walk down a crowded sidewalk on Black Friday in the Soho neighborhood of New York, Nov. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, File)
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            A shopper looks at handbags at Macy's department store on Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Anne D'Innocenzio)
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            Items on sale for Black Friday are displayed at Macy's department store on Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Anne D'Innocenzio)
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            Items on sale for $5 are displayed at a Five Below store on Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Anne D'Innocenzio)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- After weeks of plugging increasingly inviting discounts, retailers in the United States and several other countries are preparing for prime time: Black Friday, the bargain bonanza that still reigns as the unofficial kickoff of the holiday shopping season even if it's lost some luster.
Department stores, shopping malls and merchants -- big and small -- see the day after Thanksgiving as a way to energize shoppers and to get them into physical stores at a time when many gift-seekers are content to do their browsing online. There are enough traditionalists that Black Friday remains the biggest day of the year for retail foot traffic. 
"I'm excited about it," Texas resident Emily Phillips said while visiting the Galleria Dallas last week. "I save up all the things that I want all year and usually try and get them around Black Friday. I prefer to shop in person because then I can try stuff on. It's a better experience."

    


In the U.S., analysts envision a solid holiday shopping season, though perhaps not as robust as last year's, with many shoppers under financial pressure and cautious with their discretionary spending despite the easing of inflation.


Retailers will be even more under the gun to get shoppers in to buy early and in bulk since there are five fewer days between Thanksgiving and Christmas this year.
Mall of America, in Bloomington, Minnesota, is giving the first 200 people in line at the center's north entrance a $25 gift card. Target is offering an exclusive book devoted to Taylor Swift's Eras Tour and a bonus edition of her "The Tortured Poets Department: The Anthology" album that only will be available in stores on Black Friday before customers can buy them online starting Saturday. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Best Buy has introduced an extended-release version of the doorbuster, the limited-time daily discounts that for years were all the rage -- and sometimes the spark for actual brawls -- before the coronavirus pandemic. The nation's largest consumer electronics chain has released doorbuster deals on its app, online and in stores every Friday since Nov. 8 and plans to continue the weekly promotion through Dec. 20. 

    


"(Stores) are very hungry for Black Friday to do well," Marshal Cohen, chief retail advisor at market research firm Circana, said. "They recognize that they're not going to clobber and win big growth in online because the pie has gotten so competitive. They have to find a way to win in the stores."
Impulse purchases and self-gifting are a potential area for big sales growth, and business isn't going to increase without them, Cohen said. Shoppers are three times more likely to buy on impulse at a physical store than online, according to Circana research. 
Shoppers stepped up their spending at American retailers in October, the Commerce Department said. Although sales at auto dealers drove much of the gain, electronics and appliance stores, and bars and restaurants also saw increased purchases, a sign of healthy consumer spending. 
The latest quarterly results from Best Buy, Target and other retailers, however, underscored that some will have an easier time than others getting customers to part with their cash. 

    


Walmart, the nation's largest retailer, is heading into the holidays with strong momentum after ratcheting up better-than-expected fiscal third-quarter sales for toys, home goods and groceries. But Target reported sluggish quarterly sales as cautious consumers curtailed their spending on apparel and other non-essential items. 
Many retailers pushed holiday sales earlier in October than they did last year to help shoppers spread out their spending. 
Shoppers were distracted heading into this month's U.S. presidential election. Sales of general merchandise dropped 9% the two weeks ended Nov. 9, according to Circana, but have been rebounding since the election. 
The National Retail Federation predicted that shoppers would increase their spending in November and December by between 2.5% and 3.5% over the same period a year ago. During the 2023 holiday shopping season, spending increased 3.9% over 2022.

    


So far this holiday season, online sales have beaten expectations, according to Adobe Digital Insights, a division of software company Adobe. U.S. consumers spent  $77.4 billion online from Nov. 1 to Nov. 24, 9.6%  more than during the same period last year. Adobe predicted an 8.4% increase for the full season. 
Despite the early sales, better bargains are coming with Black Friday, according to Adobe. Analysts consider the five-day Black Friday weekend, which includes Cyber Monday, a key barometer of shoppers' willingness to spend for the rest of the season.
Vivek Pandya, the lead analyst at Adobe Digital Insights, said shoppers are paying more attention to discounts than last year, and their focus on bargain-hunting will drive what sells and when. 

    


For example, Thanksgiving Day is the best time to shop online to get the deepest discount on sporting goods, toys, furniture and appliances, according to Adobe's analysis. But Black Friday is the best time to buy TVs online. People shopping for televisions earlier in the season found discounts that averaged 10.8%, while waiting until this Friday is expected to yield 24% discounts, Adobe Digital Insights said.
Cyber Monday, however, is expected to be the best time to buy clothing and gadgets like phones and computers online. Electronics discounts peaked at 10.9% off the suggested manufacturer's price between Nov. 1 and Nov. 24 but are expected to hit 30% off on Cyber Monday, Adobe said.
Across the board, Black Friday weekend discounts should peak at 30% on Cyber Monday and then go down to around 15%, according to Adobe's research. 
For physical stores, the day after Thanksgiving is slated to again mark the busiest single shopping day of the season, according to retail technology company Sensormatic Solutions, which tracks retail foot traffic. 
"Black Friday is still an incredibly important day for retailers," Grant Gustafson, head of retail consulting and analytics at Sensormatic, said. "It's important for them to be able to get shoppers into their store to show them that experience of what it's like to browse and touch and feel items. It also can be a bellwether for retailers on what to expect for the rest of the holiday season."
Mall of America hopes to surpass the 12,000 shoppers it saw last year within the first hour of its 7 a.m. opening.

"People come to get the deals, but more importantly, they come for the excitement, the energy, the traditions surrounding Black Friday," Jill Renslow, the mall's chief business development and marketing officer, said. 
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    [image: Image]


        

        
        
            
                    A teenager uses his mobile phone to access social media, Sydney, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (Dean Lewins/AAP Image VIA AP)
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- 
A social media ban for children under 16 passed the Australian Senate Thursday and will soon become a world-first law.
The law will make platforms including TikTok, Facebook, Snapchat, Reddit, X and Instagram liable for fines of up to 50 million Australian dollars ($33 million) for systemic failures to prevent children younger than 16 from holding accounts.
The Senate passed the bill 34 votes to 19. The House of Representatives on Wednesday overwhelmingly approved the legislation by 102 votes to 13.
The House has yet to endorse opposition amendments made in the Senate. But that is a formality since the government has already agreed they will pass.
The platforms will have one year to work out how they could implement the ban before penalties are enforced.
Meta Platforms, which owns Facebook and Instagram, said the legislation had been "rushed."

    


Digital Industry Group Inc., an advocate for the platforms in Australia, said questions remain about the law's impact on children, its technical foundations and scope.
"The social media ban legislation has been released and passed within a week and, as a result, no one can confidently explain how it will work in practice - the community and platforms are in the dark about what exactly is required of them," DIGI managing director Sunita Bose said in a statement.




The amendments bolster privacy protections. Platforms would not be allowed to compel users to provide government-issued identity documents including passports or driver's licenses, nor could they demand digital identification through a government system.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The House is scheduled to pass the amendments on Friday. Critics of the legislation fear that banning young children from social media will impact the privacy of users who must establish they are older than 16.
While the major parties support the ban, many child welfare and mental health advocates are concerned about unintended consequences.

    


Sen. David Shoebridge, from the minority Greens party, said mental health experts agreed that the ban could dangerously isolate many children who used social media to find support.
"This policy will hurt vulnerable young people the most, especially in regional communities and especially the LGBTQI community, by cutting them off," Shoebridge told the Senate.
Opposition Sen. Maria Kovacic said the bill was not radical but necessary. "The core focus of this legislation is simple: It demands that social media companies take reasonable steps to identify and remove underage users from their platforms," Kovacic told the Senate.
"This is a responsibility these companies should have been fulfilling long ago, but for too long they have shirked these responsibilities in favor of profit," she added.
Online safety campaigner Sonya Ryan, whose 15-year-old daughter Carly was murdered by a 50-year-old pedophile who pretended to be a teenager online, described the Senate vote as a "monumental moment in protecting our children from horrendous harms online."
"It's too late for my daughter, Carly, and the many other children who have suffered terribly and those who have lost their lives in Australia, but let us stand together on their behalf and embrace this together," she told the AP in an email.

    


Wayne Holdsworth, whose teenage son Mac took his own life after falling victim to an online sextortion scam, had advocated for the age restriction and took pride in its passage. 
"I have always been a proud Australian, but for me subsequent to today's Senate decision, I am bursting with pride," Holdsworth told the AP in an email.
Christopher Stone, executive director of Suicide Prevention Australia, the governing body for the suicide prevention sector, said the legislation failed to consider positive aspects of social media in supporting young people's mental health and sense of connection.
"The government is running blindfolded into a brick wall by rushing this legislation. Young Australians deserve evidence-based policies, not decisions made in haste," Stone said in a statement.

    


The platforms had complained that the law would be unworkable and had urged the Senate to delay the vote until at least June 2025 when a government-commissioned evaluation of age assurance technologies will report on how young children could be excluded.
"Naturally, we respect the laws decided by the Australian Parliament," Facebook and Instagram owner Meta Platforms said in a statement. "However, we are concerned about the process which rushed the legislation through while failing to properly consider the evidence, what industry already does to ensure age-appropriate experiences, and the voices of young people."
Critics argue the government is attempting to convince parents it is protecting their children ahead of a general election due by May. The government hopes that voters will reward it for responding to parents' concerns about their children's addiction to social media. Some argue the legislation could cause more harm than it prevents.

    


Criticisms include that the legislation was rushed through Parliament without adequate scrutiny, is ineffective, poses privacy risks for all users, and undermines the authority of parents to make decisions for their children.

Opponents also argue the ban would isolate children, deprive them of the positive aspects of social media, drive them to the dark web, discourage children too young for social media to report harm, and reduce incentives for platforms to improve online safety.
____
AP Business Writer Kelvin Chan in London contributed to this report.
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            Elizabeth Kelly, Director of the U.S. AI Safety Institute, listens to speakers at the convening of the International Network of AI Safety Institutes at the Golden Gate Club at the Presidio in San Francisco, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            FILE - President-elect Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with the House GOP conference, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (Allison Robbert/Pool via AP, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- With artificial intelligence at a pivotal moment of development, the federal government is about to transition from one that prioritized AI safeguards to one more focused on eliminating red tape.
That's a promising prospect for some investors but creates uncertainty about the future of any guardrails on the technology, especially around the use of AI deepfakes in elections and political campaigns.
President-elect Donald Trump has pledged to rescind President Joe Biden's sweeping AI executive order, which sought to protect people's rights and safety without stifling innovation. He hasn't specified what he would do in its place, but the platform of the Republican National Committee, which he recently reshaped, said AI development should be "rooted in Free Speech and Human Flourishing."
It's an open question whether Congress, soon to be fully controlled by Republicans, will be interested in passing any AI-related legislation. Interviews with a dozen lawmakers and industry experts reveal there is still interest in boosting the technology's use in national security and cracking down on non-consensual explicit images.

    


Yet the use of AI in elections and in spreading misinformation is likely to take a backseat as GOP lawmakers turn away from anything they view as potentially suppressing innovation or free speech.




"AI has incredible potential to enhance human productivity and positively benefit our economy," said Rep. Jay Obernolte, a California Republican widely seen as a leader in the evolving technology. "We need to strike an appropriate balance between putting in place the framework to prevent the harmful things from happening while at the same time enabling innovation."

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


Artificial intelligence interests have been expecting sweeping federal legislation for years. But Congress, gridlocked on nearly every issue, failed to pass any artificial intelligence bill, instead producing only a series of proposals and reports.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Some lawmakers believe there is enough bipartisan interest around some AI-related issues to get a bill passed.

    


"I find there are Republicans that are very interested in this topic," said Democratic Sen. Gary Peters, singling out national security as one area of potential agreement. "I am confident I will be able to work with them as I have in the past."
It's still unclear how much Republicans want the federal government to intervene in AI development. Few showed interest before this year's election in regulating how the Federal Election Commission or the Federal Communications Commission handled AI-generated content, worrying that it would raise First Amendment issues at the same time that Trump's campaign and other Republicans were using the technology to create political memes.
The FCC was in the middle of a lengthy process for developing AI-related regulations when Trump won the presidency. That work has since been halted under long-established rules covering a change in administrations.
Trump has expressed both interest and skepticism in artificial intelligence.

    


During a Fox Business interview earlier this year, he called the technology "very dangerous" and "so scary" because "there's no real solution." But his campaign and supporters also embraced AI-generated images more than their Democratic opponents. They often used them in social media posts that weren't meant to mislead, but rather to further entrench Republican political views.
Elon Musk, Trump's close adviser and a founder of several companies that rely on AI, also has shown a mix of concern and excitement about the technology, depending on how it is applied.
Musk used X, the social media platform he owns, to promote AI-generated images and videos throughout the election. Operatives from Americans for Responsible Innovation, a nonprofit focused on artificial intelligence, have publicly been pushing Trump to tap Musk as his top adviser on the technology.
"We think that Elon has a pretty sophisticated understating of both the opportunities and risks of advanced AI systems," said Doug Calidas, a top operative from the group.

    


But Musk advising Trump on artificial intelligence worries others. Peters argued it could undercut the president.
"It is a concern," said the Michigan Democrat. "Whenever you have anybody that has a strong financial interest in a particular technology, you should take their advice and counsel with a grain of salt."
In the run-up to the election, many AI experts expressed concern about an eleventh-hour deepfake -- a lifelike AI image, video or audio clip -- that would sway or confuse voters as they headed to the polls. While those fears were never realized, AI still played a role in the election, said Vivian Schiller, executive director of Aspen Digital, part of the nonpartisan Aspen Institute think tank.
"I would not use the term that I hear a lot of people using, which is it was the dog that didn't bark," she said of AI in the 2024 election. "It was there, just not in the way that we expected."

    


Campaigns used AI in algorithms to target messages to voters. AI-generated memes, though not lifelike enough to be mistaken as real, felt true enough to deepen partisan divisions.
A political consultant mimicked Joe Biden's voice in robocalls that could have dissuaded voters from coming to the polls during New Hampshire's primary if they hadn't been caught quickly. And foreign actors used AI tools to create and automate fake online profiles and websites that spread disinformation to a U.S. audience.
Even if AI didn't ultimately influence the election outcome, the technology made political inroads and contributed to an environment where U.S. voters don't feel confident that what they are seeing is true. That dynamic is part of the reason some in the AI industry want to see regulations that establish guidelines. 
"President Trump and people on his team have said they don't want to stifle the technology and they do want to support its development, so that is welcome news," said Craig Albright, the top lobbyist and senior vice president at The Software Alliance, a trade group whose members include OpenAI, Oracle and IBM. "It is our view that passing national laws to set the rules of the road will be good for developing markets for the technology."
AI safety advocates during a recent meeting in San Francisco made similar arguments, according to Suresh Venkatasubramanian, director of the Center for Tech Responsibility at Brown University.
"By putting literal guardrails, lanes, road rules, we were able to get cars that could roll a lot faster," said Venkatasubramanian, a former Biden administration official who helped craft White House principles for approaching AI. 
Rob Weissman, co-president of the advocacy group Public Citizen, said he's not hopeful about the prospects for federal legislation and is concerned about Trump's pledge to rescind Biden's executive order, which created an initial set of national standards for the industry. His group has advocated for federal regulation of generative AI in elections.
"The safeguards are themselves ways to promote innovation so that we have AI that's useful and safe and doesn't exclude people and promotes the technology in ways that serve the public interest," he said.
___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its coverage of elections and democracy, and from the Omidyar Network to support coverage of artificial intelligence and its impact on society. AP is solely responsible for all content. See more about AP's democracy initiative here and a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org
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            Would you trust an "AI Jesus" with your innermost thoughts and troubles? Researchers and religious leaders on Wednesday released findings from a two-month experiment through an art installation in a Roman Catholic chapel in Lucerne in which an avatar of "Jesus" on a computer screen, tucked into a confessional, took questions by visitors on faith, morality and modern-day woes, and responded based on Scripture. (AP Video: Jamey Keaten)
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            An experimental art installation with an AI Jesus entitled, Deus in Machina, installed in a confessional in St. Peter's Chapel in the old town of Lucerne, Switzerland, Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. (Urs Flueeler/Keystone via AP)
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            An experimental art installation with an AI Jesus entitled, Deus in Machina, installed in a confessional in St. Peter's Chapel in the old town of Lucerne, Switzerland, Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. (Urs Flueeler/Keystone via AP)
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                                        LUCERNE, Switzerland (AP) -- Would you trust an "AI Jesus" with your innermost thoughts and troubles? 
Researchers and religious leaders on Wednesday released findings from a two-month experiment through art in a Catholic chapel in Switzerland, where an avatar of "Jesus" on a computer screen -- tucked into a confessional -- took questions by visitors on faith, morality and modern-day woes, and offered responses based on Scripture.
The idea, said the chapel's theological assistant, was to recognize the growing importance of artificial intelligence in human lives, even when it comes to religion, and explore the limits of human trust in a machine. 
After the two-month run of the "Deus in Machina" exhibit at Peter's Chapel starting in late August, some 900 conversations from visitors -- some came more than once -- were transcribed anonymously. Those behind the project said it was largely a success: Visitors often came out moved or deep in thought, and found it easy to use.

    


A small sign invited visitors to enter a confessional -- chosen for its intimacy -- and below a lattice screen across which penitent believers would usually speak with a priest, a green light signaled the visitor's turn to speak, and a red one came on when "AI Jesus" on a computer screen on the other side was responding.
Often, a lag time was needed to wait for the response - a testament to the technical complexities. After exiting, nearly 300 visitors filled out questionnaires that informed the report released Wednesday.

    


Of love, war, suffering and solitude
Philipp Haslbauer, an IT specialist at the Lucerne University of Applied Sciences and Arts who pulled together the technical side of the project, said the AI responsible for taking the role of "AI Jesus" and generating responses was GPT-4o by OpenAI, and an open-source version of the company's Whisper was used for speech comprehension. 
An AI video generator from Heygen was used to produce voice and video from a real person, he said. Haslbauer said no specific safeguards were used "because we observed GPT-4o to respond fairly well to controversial topics."
Visitors broached many topics, including true love, the afterlife, feelings of solitude, war and suffering in the world, the existence of God, plus issues like sexual abuse cases in the Catholic Church or its position on homosexuality.
Most visitors described themselves as Christians, though agnostics, atheists, Muslims, Buddhists and Taoists took part too, according to a recap of the project released by the Catholic parish of Lucerne.
About one-third were German speakers, but "AI Jesus" -- which is conversant in about 100 languages -- also had conversations in languages like Chinese, English, French, Hungarian, Italian, Russian and Spanish.

    


'Work of the Devil'? 
"What was really interesting (was) to see that the people really talked with him in a serious way. They didn't come to make jokes," said chapel theologian Marco Schmid, who spearheaded the project. Most visitors were aged 40 to 70, and more Catholics respondents found the experience stimulating than did Protestants, the report showed.
Schmid was quick to point out that the "AI Jesus" - billed as a "Jesus-like" persona - was an artistic experiment to get people thinking about the intersection between the digital and the divine, not substitute for human interaction or sacramental confessions with a priest, nor was it intended to save pastoral resources.
"For the people it was clear that it was a computer ... It was clear it was not a confession," Schmid said. "He wasn't programmed to give absolutions or prayers. At the end, it was more summary of the conversation."
The Catholic Church from the Vatican on down has been wrestling with the challenges -- and possible opportunities -- presented by the explosion in public interest in AI since generative artificial intelligence captured the world's attention two years ago when OpenAI's ChatGPT made its debut.
The Vatican has appointed a friar from a medieval Franciscan order as its top expert on AI, and a Lutheran church in Bavaria served up sermons delivered by a chatbot last year. Pope Francis, in his annual peace message for this year, pushed for an international treaty to ensure the ethical use of AI technology.

    


Chatbots like ChatGPT are powered by algorithmic models trained on vast pools of text and other data to mimic speech and generate seemingly unique and human-like responses.
Haslbauer is sensitive to public reaction and has noted chatter on social media saying the project is "blasphemous" or the "work of the devil."
"If you read comments on the internet about it, some are very negative -- which is scary," Haslbauer, whose long-haired look featured as a basis for the image of the virtual Jesus.
In a demonstration of the technology in the chapel, Haslbauer queried "AI Jesus" about its message for a troubled world, and about whether AI could be helpful as a way for people to find God. 

    


"All knowledge and wisdom ultimately come from God," the chatbot said in a soothing voice, after a pause to respond, and the image briefly crackled. "If used wisely, AI can indeed be a tool to explore the wonders of creation, deepen our understanding of Scripture, and foster connections among people."
"Yet it remains essential to seek God with all your heart and soul beyond any technology," it added. 
A good side, and downsides
Kenneth Cukier, a journalist, author and expert with the U.S.-based nonprofit group called "AI and Faith," said if "AI Jesus" helps people connect deeper to themselves and the world, it "has to be a good thing."
"It will lead to better individuals and a better world," he said. "However -- and there's a big however -- this does feel a little bit infantile, and pardon my pun, machine-like."
"The risk is that it pulls people, ultimately, farther away from that which is more meaningful, deeper and authentic in spirituality," said Cukier, co-author of "Big Data: A Revolution that Will Transform How We Work, Live and Think."
For Schmid, the exhibit was a pilot project -- and he doesn't foresee a second coming of "AI Jesus" anytime soon.
"For us, it was also clear it was just a limited time that we will expose this Jesus," he said, adding that any return would need to be done after deeper thought. 
"We are discussing ... how we could revive him again," he said, noting interest from parishes, schoolteachers, researchers and others as the project got media attention in Switzerland and beyond. "They all are interested and would like to have this 'AI Jesus'. So we have now a little bit to reflect on how we want to continue."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
----
The Associated Press and OpenAI have a licensing and technology agreement that allows OpenAI access to part of AP's text archives.
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            For the last couple of Thanksgivings, some Alaskans living in remote areas have been getting turkeys air dropped from small planes. It's a mission taken by Alaska Turkey Bomb founder and pilot Esther Keim, who grew up off the grid and remembers the challenges during winter.
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            This image taken from video provided by Mountain Mind Media/Alaska Gear Company shows a plane from Alaska Turkey Bomb, which was started by Esther Keim to air drop frozen turkeys for Thanksgiving to people living in remote rural Alaska, flying in November 2024, in Alaska. (Mountain Mind Media/Alaska Gear Company via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        'It's a bird! It's a plane!' In Alaska, it's both, with a pilot tossing turkeys to rural homes

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    For the last couple of Thanksgivings, some Alaskans living in remote areas have been getting turkeys air dropped from small planes. It's a mission taken by Alaska Turkey Bomb founder and pilot Esther Keim, who grew up off the grid and remembers the challenges during winter.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            This image taken from video provided by Mountain Mind Media/Alaska Gear Company shows a plane from Alaska Turkey Bomb, which was started by Esther Keim to air drop frozen turkeys for Thanksgiving to people living in remote rural Alaska, flying in November 2024, in Alaska. (Mountain Mind Media/Alaska Gear Company via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    This image taken from video provided by Mountain Mind Media/Alaska Gear Company shows a plane from Alaska Turkey Bomb, which was started by Esther Keim to air drop frozen turkeys for Thanksgiving to people living in remote rural Alaska, flying in November 2024, in Alaska. (Mountain Mind Media/Alaska Gear Company via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MARK THIESSEN and BECKY BOHRER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) -- In the remotest reaches of Alaska, there's no relying on DoorDash to have Thanksgiving dinner -- or any dinner -- delivered. But some residents living well off the grid nevertheless have turkeys this holiday, thanks to the Alaska Turkey Bomb.
For the third straight year, a resident named Esther Keim has been flying low and slow in a small plane over rural parts of south-central Alaska, dropping frozen turkeys to those who can't simply run out to the grocery store.
Alaska is mostly wilderness, with only about 20% of it accessible by road. In winter, many who live in remote areas rely on small planes or snowmobiles to travel any distance, and frozen rivers can act as makeshift roads.
When Keim was growing up on an Alaska homestead, a family friend would airdrop turkeys to her family and others nearby for the holidays. Other times, the pilot would deliver newspapers, sometimes with a pack of gum inside for Keim.

    


Her family moved to more urban Alaska nearly 25 years ago but still has the homestead. Using a small plane she had rebuilt with her father, Keim launched her turkey delivery mission a few years back after learning of a family living off the land nearby who had little for Thanksgiving dinner.




"They were telling me that a squirrel for dinner did not split very far between three people," Keim recalled. "At that moment, I thought ... 'I'm going to airdrop them a turkey.'"

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
She decided not to stop there. Her effort has grown by word of mouth and by social media posts. This year, she's delivering 32 frozen turkeys to people living year-round in cabins where there are no roads. 
All but two had been delivered by Tuesday, with delivery plans for the last two birds thwarted by Alaska's unpredictable weather.
Among the beneficiaries are Dave and Christina Luce, who live on the Yentna River about 45 miles (72 kilometers) northwest of Anchorage. They have stunning mountain views in every direction, including North America's tallest mountain, Denali, directly to the north. But in the winter it's a 90-minute snowmobile ride to the nearest town, which they do about once a month.

    


"I'm 80 years old now, so we make fewer and fewer trips," Dave Luce said. "The adventure has sort of gone out of it."
They've known Keim since she was little. The 12-pound (5.44-kilogram) turkey she delivered will provide more than enough for them and a few neighbors.
"It makes a great Thanksgiving," Dave Luce said. "She's been a real sweetheart, and she's been a real good friend."
Keim makes 30 to 40 turkey deliveries yearly, flying as far as 100 miles (161 kilometers) from her base north of Anchorage toward Denali's foothills.
Sometimes she enlists the help of a "turkey dropper" to ride along and toss the birds out. Other times, she's the one dropping turkeys while her friend Heidi Hastings pilots her own plane.
Keim buys about 20 turkeys at a time, with the help of donations, usually by people reaching out to her through Facebook. She wraps them in plastic garbage bags and lets them sit in the bed of her pickup until she can arrange a flight. 

    


"Luckily it's cold in Alaska, so I don't have to worry about freezers," she said.
She contacts families on social media to let them know of impending deliveries, and then they buzz the house so the homeowners will come outside.
"We won't drop the turkey until we see them come out of the house or the cabin, because if they don't see it fall, they're not going to know where to look," she said. 
It can be especially difficult to find the turkey if there's deep snow. A turkey was once missing for five days before it was found, but the only casualty so far has been a lost ham, Keim said.
Keim prefers to drop the turkey on a frozen lake if possible so it's easy to locate.
"As far as precision and hitting our target, I am definitely not the best aim," she joked. "I've gotten better, but I have never hit a house, a building, person or dog."
Her reward is the great responses she gets from families, some who record her dropping the turkeys and send her videos and texts of appreciation.

    


"They just think it's so awesome that we throw these things out of the plane," Keim said.

Ultimately, she hopes to set up a nonprofit organization to solicit more donations and reach people across a bigger swath of the state. And it doesn't have to stop at turkeys.
"There's so many kids out in the villages," she said. "It would be cool to maybe add a stuffed animal or something they can hold."
___
Bohrer reported from Juneau, Alaska.
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            Residents started returning home Thursday, one day after a cease-fire between Hezbollah and Israel was agreed upon. If it holds, the cease-fire could give reprieve to the 1.2 million Lebanese displaced by the fighting and the tens of thousands of Israelis who fled their homes along the border. (AP video shot by Bassam Hatoum)
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            The agreement, brokered by the United States and France, includes an initial two-month ceasefire in which Hezbollah militants are to withdraw north of the Litani River and Israeli forces are to return to their side of the border. (AP video shot by Alon Bernstein)
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            Lebanese families sit in traffic as they return to Lebanon through the Jousieh border crossing, Syria, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Workers repair a bridge over the Assi river in Qusair, Syria, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024, damaged in an Israeli airstrike earlier in the month. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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                                        QUSAIR, Syria (AP) -- Thousands of people made the crossing back into Lebanon from Syria on the second day of a ceasefire between Hezbollah and Israel, after nearly 14 months of fighting.
At the Jousieh border crossing in the Qusair area of Syria's Homs province, on Lebanon's northeastern border, bumper-to-bumper cars lined up on Thursday waiting to be cleared for crossing. All four lanes were taken up by cars making their way into Lebanon, while those waiting to cross into Syria had to use an offroad.
Of the six border crossings between Lebanon and Syria, two remain functional after Israeli airstrikes forced the others shut. The two countries share a border 375 kilometers (233 miles) long.
Over 600,000 people fleeing Lebanon poured into Syria in the past year, most of them after the war between Israel and Hezbollah escalated in mid-September. The cross-border flow was a striking reversal in fortunes given that Lebanon is still hosting more than 1 million Syrian refugees who fled the war in their country that began in 2011. 

    


As the ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah took hold early Wednesday, thousands of people began their return to Lebanon. 




Families packed into vehicles with suitcases, mattresses and blankets, while children clutched backpacks, some wrapped in blankets, as they made their way back to Lebanon Thursday. The mood was mixed with relief and sorrow as many returnees faced the grim reality of returning to their homes that might be destroyed.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We have been in Syria since Sept. 23, we had to leave our jobs, our homes and our loved ones because of the war," said Hasan Fliti, a 54-year-old dairy shop owner who is returning to Lebanon with his wife and two children. "I am happy that there is a ceasefire and there is no more destruction. You are not afraid anymore of the airstrikes to hit."
On the first day of the ceasefire, more than 2,000 people crossed into Lebanon, a Syrian security official at the Jousieh border told The Associated Press. 

    


On Thursday, more than 4,000 crossed back into Lebanon and the number continues to rise. The hall at the border was filled with families waiting to get their passports or IDs stamped. Some smoked, others sat on their luggage, waiting for clearance as the flow of returnees steadily increased.
Among them was 37-year-old Wafa Wehbe, who had sought refuge with her family in Syria for more than a month.
"My house is gone, but it is an indescribable feeling to go back," she said. "There's a tragic sensation for the martyrs who had to die. The children are mourning."
Wehbe's home in Khiyam, located in an area still under Israeli control, was destroyed, but she said she will now stay at her sister's. "I am also going back to mourn our martyrs. They died fighting at the frontlines."
Ghinwa Arzouni, who had sought refuge in Homs from southern Lebanon, said the journey home is both a relief and a challenge. "We're excited to go back, but I am afraid of the trip, it's a long way back," she said.

"Our house in the south is okay, it might have broken glass but will have to get there first to inspect for ourselves. We hope to return to Syria as tourists and not displaced."
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            Three American citizens imprisoned for years by China have been released and are returning to the United States, the White House said Wednesday. A plane carrying the three men from China landed late Wednesday night at a military base in San Antonio, Texas.
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            FILE - Harrison Li holds a photo of his father, Kai Li, as he poses for a photo, Jan. 23, 2024, in Palo Alto, Calif. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Three American citizens imprisoned for years by China arrived back in the United States late Wednesday. Their release, announced earlier by the White House, was the result of a rare diplomatic agreement with Beijing in the final months of the Biden administration. 
The Chinese government also announced Thursday that the U.S. had returned four people to China, including at least three Chinese citizens who it said had been held for "political purposes," and a person who had been sought by Beijing for crimes and had been living in the United States. It did not identify the four.
The three Americans released by Beijing are Mark Swidan, Kai Li and John Leung, all of whom had been designated by the U.S. government as wrongfully detained by China. Swidan had been facing a death sentence on drug charges while Li and Leung were imprisoned on espionage charges.

    


A plane carrying the three men landed late Wednesday night at a military base in San Antonio, Texas. 
Biden told reporters on Thursday morning that he has spoken to all of them and "I'm really happy they are home."
The release comes just two months after China freed David Lin, a Christian pastor from California who had spent nearly 20 years behind bars after being convicted of contract fraud.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: 3 Americans held for years in China have been released, the White House says
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on the release of three Americans held for years in China.

    





U.S.-China relations have been roiled for years over major disagreements between the world's two largest economies on trade, human rights, the production of fentanyl precursors, security issues that include espionage and hacking, China's aggressiveness toward Taiwan and its smaller neighbors in the South China Sea, and Beijing's support for Russia's military-industrial sector.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


The release of Americans deemed wrongfully detained in China has been a top agenda item in each conversation between the U.S. and China, and Wednesday's development suggests a willingness by Beijing to engage with the outgoing Democratic administration before Republican President-elect Donald Trump's return to the White House in January.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trump took significant actions against China on trade and diplomacy during his first term. He has pledged to continue those policies in his second term, leading to unease among many who fear that an all-out trade war will greatly affect the international economy and could spur potential Chinese military action against Taiwan.

    


Still, the two countries have maintained a dialogue that has included a partial restoration of military-to-military contacts. President Joe Biden and Chinese leader Xi Jinping met this month to discuss potential improvements.
In a separate but related move, the State Department on Wednesday lowered its travel warning to China to "level two," advising U.S. citizens to "exercise increased caution" from the norm when traveling to the mainland. The alert had previously been at "level three," telling Americans they should "reconsider travel" to China in part because of the "risk of wrongful detention" of Americans.
The new alert removes that wording but retains a warning that the Chinese government "arbitrarily enforces local laws, including exit bans on U.S. citizens and citizens of other countries, without fair and transparent process under the law."

    


The Biden administration had raised the cases of the detained Americans with China in multiple meetings over the past several years, including this month when Biden spoke to Xi on during the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Peru.
Politico was first to report the men's release, which it said was part of a prisoner swap with the U.S. The White House did not immediately confirm that any Chinese citizens in American custody had been returned home.
However, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning announced in Beijing on Thursday that "three Chinese citizens have returned to the motherland safe and sound."
"China always firmly opposes U.S. suppression and persecution of Chinese nationals out of political purposes, and we will continue taking necessary measures to defend the legitimate rights and interests of Chinese nationals," she said.

    


She added that a fourth person, "a fugitive who escaped to the U.S. many years ago, has also been repatriated to China."
The fourth person's nationality was not identified. Mao said "this shows that there will be no safe haven forever for criminals. The Chinese government will continue our efforts to repatriate the fugitives and recover criminals and illegal possessions until every fugitive is held accountable."
Senators from both U.S. political parties praised the release of the Americans. Republican Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas said he was "overjoyed" -- Swidan's mother lives in Texas -- and credited senior Biden administration officials with having "worked tirelessly to secure this achievement." 
Li, a Chinese immigrant who started an export business in the U.S. and lived in New York, was detained in September 2016 after flying into Shanghai. He was placed under surveillance, interrogated without a lawyer and accused of providing state secrets to the FBI. A U.N. working group called his 10-year prison sentence arbitrary and his family has said the charges were politically motivated.

    


Democratic Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, who said he had worked for years to try to secure Li's release, welcomed the news.
"Even when it felt like there was no hope, we never stopped believing that one day Mr. Li would return home," Schumer said in a statement.
Leung was sentenced last year to life in prison on spying charges. He was detained in 2021, by the local bureau of China's counterintelligence agency in the southeastern city of Suzhou after China had closed its borders and imposed tight domestic travel restrictions and social controls to fight the spread of COVID-19.
After Leung's sentencing, the U.S. recommended -- though without citing specific cases -- that Americans reconsider traveling to China because of arbitrary law enforcement and exit bans and the risk of wrongful detentions.

Swidan had been jailed for the last 12 years on a drug charge and, along with Li and Leung, was considered by the State Department to be wrongfully detained.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/us-china-americans-detained-released-365258f044ec5a650aaeccf33d817d64
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            At least 15 people have died and 113 others are missing after landslides buried homes in six villages in eastern Uganda, police said Thursday. The Uganda Red Cross Society said Thursday that 13 bodies had been recovered after landslides buried 40 homes and the rescue effort was continuing.
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            Uganda Red Cross workers search for bodies after a landslide following heavy rains buried 40 homes in the mountainous district of Bulambuli, eastern Uganda, Thursday, Nov. 28. 2024. (AP Photo/Irene Nakasiita)
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            People search for bodies after landslides following heavy rains buried 40 homes in the mountainous district of Bulambuli, eastern Uganda, Thursday, Nov. 28. 2024. (AP Photo/Jean Watala)
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            Rescue workers and people search for bodies after landslides following heavy rains buried 40 homes in the mountainous district of Bulambuli, eastern Uganda, Thursday, Nov. 28. 2024. (AP Photo/Jean Watala)
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            Rescue workers carry an injured man after landslides following heavy rains buried 40 homes in the mountainous district of Bulambuli, eastern Uganda, Thursday, Nov. 28. 2024. (AP Photo/Jean Watala)
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            Rescue workers carry an injured man after landslides following heavy rains buried 40 homes in the mountainous district of Bulambuli, eastern Uganda, Thursday, Nov. 28. 2024. (AP Photo/Jean Watala)
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                                        NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- At least 15 people have died and 113 others are missing after landslides buried homes in six villages in eastern Uganda, police said Thursday.
Another 15 injured people have been rescued and admitted to Buluganya Health Center.
The Uganda Red Cross Society said Thursday that 13 bodies had been recovered after landslides buried 40 homes and the rescue effort was continuing. Local media reported that authorities expect the death toll could rise to 30.
Heavy rains triggered landslides in the mountainous district of Bulambuli, 280 kilometers east of Kampala, the capital, on Wednesday night.
Local officials told a journalist in the area that an excavator would be brought to assist in the rescue efforts, but the roads were covered in mud and rain was still falling.
The impacted area is about 50 acres with homesteads and farmlands spread downhill.

    


Photos and videos of people digging through mud in search of victims were shared on social media. Some of the houses were completely covered by mud while others only had a roof showing above the ground.
The Daily Monitor newspaper reported that most of the bodies recovered so far were those of children.




Bulambuli District Woman MP Irene Muloni said that the government intends to relocate residents from the landslide-prone area. 

"Waterfalls are everywhere, and the rainfall is excessive. Let people be evacuated immediately," she said, urging everyone to seek refuge with relatives and "leave this dangerous place."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The prime minister's office issued a disaster alert on Wednesday stating that heavy rains across the country had cut off major roads.
Two rescue boats capsized on Wednesday during a rescue mission on River Nile where Pakwach bridge was submerged.
____
Follow AP's Africa coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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            Donald Trump isn't even president yet, and he may have touched off the start of a trade war. On Monday, Trump vowed sweeping new tariffs on Mexico, Canada, as well as China on day one, as part of his effort to crack down on illegal immigration and drugs.
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            FILE - President-elect Donald Trump speaks at meeting of the House GOP conference, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - Shipping containers are stacked at a port in Tianjin, China, Jan. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            FILE - People buy groceries at a Walmart Superstore in Secaucus, New Jersey, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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            FILE - Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, left, responds to a question as Ontario Premier Doug Ford looks on following an announcement of plans to turn Nokia's Ottawa facility into a research and development technology center in Ottawa, Ontario, on Monday, Oct. 17, 2022. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP, File)tariff


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Trump's tariffs in his first term did little to alter the economy, but this time could be different

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6

                                    
                                    Economics and business experts say Trump's proposed 25% tax on all products entering the country from Canada and Mexico could hurt American businesses-even if never fully implemented.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6

                                    
                                    Donald Trump isn't even president yet, and he may have touched off the start of a trade war. On Monday, Trump vowed sweeping new tariffs on Mexico, Canada, as well as China on day one, as part of his effort to crack down on illegal immigration and drugs.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            FILE - President-elect Donald Trump speaks at meeting of the House GOP conference, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - President-elect Donald Trump speaks at meeting of the House GOP conference, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            FILE - Shipping containers are stacked at a port in Tianjin, China, Jan. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - Shipping containers are stacked at a port in Tianjin, China, Jan. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            FILE - People buy groceries at a Walmart Superstore in Secaucus, New Jersey, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - People buy groceries at a Walmart Superstore in Secaucus, New Jersey, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            FILE - Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, left, responds to a question as Ontario Premier Doug Ford looks on following an announcement of plans to turn Nokia's Ottawa facility into a research and development technology center in Ottawa, Ontario, on Monday, Oct. 17, 2022. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP, File)tariff


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, left, responds to a question as Ontario Premier Doug Ford looks on following an announcement of plans to turn Nokia's Ottawa facility into a research and development technology center in Ottawa, Ontario, on Monday, Oct. 17, 2022. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP, File)tariff


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            JOSH BOAK

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump loved to use tariffs on foreign goods during his first presidency. But their impact was barely noticeable in the overall economy, even if their aftershocks were clear in specific industries. 
The data show they never fully delivered on his promised factory jobs. Nor did they provoke the avalanche of inflation that critics feared.
This time, though, his tariff threats might be different.
The president-elect is talking about going much bigger -- on a potential scale that creates more uncertainty about whether he'll do what he says and what the consequences could be.
"There's going to be a lot more tariffs, I mean, he's pretty clear," said Michael Stumo, the CEO of Coalition for a Prosperous America, a group that has supported import taxes to help domestic manufacturing.
The president-elect posted on social media Monday that on his first day in office he would impose 25% tariffs on all goods imported from Mexico and Canada until those countries satisfactorily stop illegal immigration and the flow of illegal drugs such as fentanyl into the United States.

    


Those tariffs could essentially blow up the North American trade pact that Trump's team negotiated during his initial term. But on Wednesday, Trump posted on social media that he had spoken with Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum and she had agreed to stop unauthorized migration across the border into the United States.
Trump also posted on Monday that Chinese imports would face additional tariffs of 10% until Beijing cracks down on the production of materials used in making fentanyl.

    


Democrats and business groups warn of risks from Trump's tariff threats
Business groups were quick to warn about rapidly escalating inflation. House Democrats put together legislation to strip a president's ability to unilaterally apply tariffs this drastic, warning that they would likely lead to higher prices for autos, shoes, housing and groceries.
Sheinbaum initially said Wednesday that her administration is already working up a list of possible retaliatory tariffs "if the situation comes to that." Similarly, the Canadian government has also started to explore retaliatory tariffs if Trump takes action.
House Democrats on Tuesday introduced a bill that would require congressional approval for a president to impose tariffs due to claims of a national emergency, a largely symbolic action given Republicans' coming control of both the House and Senate.
"This legislation would enable Congress to limit this sweeping emergency authority and put in place the necessary Congressional oversight before any president - Democrat or Republican - could indiscriminately raise costs on the American people through tariffs," said Rep. Suzan DelBene, D-Wash.
But for Trump, tariffs are now a tested tool that seems less politically controversial even if the mandate he received in November's election largely involved restraining inflation.
The tariffs he imposed on China in his first term were continued by President Joe Biden, a Democrat who even expanded tariffs and restrictions on the world's second largest economy. Biden administration officials looked at removing Trump's tariffs in order to bring down inflationary pressures, only to find they were unlikely to help significantly.
Tariffs were "so new and unique that it freaked everybody out in 2017," said Stumo, but they are now seen as part of the policy toolkit by the United States and other countries.

    


Trump's first term tariffs had a modest impact on economy
Trump imposed tariffs on solar panels and washing machines at the start of 2018, moves that might have pushed up prices in those sectors even though they also overlapped with plans to open washing machine plants in Tennessee and South Carolina. 
His administration also levied tariffs on steel and aluminum, including against allies. He then increased tariffs on China, leading to a trade conflict and a limited 2020 agreement that failed to produce the promised Chinese purchases of U.S. goods.
Still, the dispute changed relations with China as more U.S. companies looked for alternative suppliers in other countries. Economic research also found the United States may have sacrificed some of its "soft power" as the Chinese population began to watch fewer American movies.

    


The Federal Reserve kept inflation roughly on target, but factory construction spending never jumped in a way that suggested a lasting gain in manufacturing jobs. Separate economic research found the tariff war with China did nothing economically for the communities hurt by offshoring, but it did help Trump and Republicans in those communities politically.
When Trump first became president in 2017, the federal government collected $34.6 billion in customs, duties and fees. That sum more than doubled under Trump to $70.8 billion in 2019, according to Office of Management and Budget records.
While that sum might seem meaningful, it was relatively small compared with the overall economy. America's gross domestic product is now $29.3 trillion, according to the Bureau of Economic Analysis. The total tariffs collected in the United States would equal less than 0.3% of GDP.

    


Trump wants much more far-reaching tariffs going forward
The new tariffs being floated by Trump now are dramatically larger and there could be far more significant impacts. 
If Mexico, Canada, and China faced the additional tariffs proposed by Trump on all goods imported to the United States, that could be roughly equal to $266 billion in tax collections, a number that does not assume any disruptions in trade or retaliatory moves by other countries. The cost of those taxes would likely be borne by U.S. families, importers and domestic and foreign companies in the form of higher prices or lower profits.
Former Biden administration officials said they worried that companies could piggyback on Trump's tariffs -- if they're imposed -- as a rationale to raise their prices. This would mirror price increases by many companies in 2022 that were made possible because of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, which pushed up food and energy prices and gave the companies cover to further raise their own prices.
"I'm very worried about the total indiscriminate tariffs on more than China -- that it gives cover to firms to jack up prices," said Jen Harris, a former Biden White House official who is now director of the Economy and Society Initiative at the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation.
But what Trump didn't really spell out is what might cause him to back down on tariffs and declare a victory. What he is creating instead with his tariff threats is a sense of uncertainty as companies and countries await the details to figure out what all of this could mean.

"We know the key economic policy priorities of the incoming Trump administration, but we don't know how or when they will be addressed," said Greg Daco, chief U.S. economist at EY-Parthenon.
__
AP writer Mark Stevenson contributed to this report from Mexico City.
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            A woman walks next to a queue of truck drivers waiting to fill their diesel tanks in El Alto, Bolivia, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            FILE - Handwritten sign with messages that read in Spanish: "We demand solutions from the government", "Arce, don't starve us" and "Solutions, not more problems", hang from vendors' stalls at a street market in La Paz, Bolivia, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Onion vendor Paulina Siles waits for customers at a street market in El Alto, Bolivia, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - A sign alerts customers that there is no gasoline at a fuel station after five days of roadblocks by supporters of former President Evo Morales affecting the fuel and food supply, in La Paz, Bolivia, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Bolivian President Luis Arce waves to supporters outside the government palace marking his fifth year in office, in La Paz, Bolivia, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Meat vendors block a street with a Bolivian national flag near the market that they closed down for their 24-hour strike against inflation and to demand the government control border smuggling, in La Paz, Bolivia, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            FILE - Former President Evo Morales participates in an offering to Mother Earth before leading a march to Bolivia's capital, as part of a political dispute with current President Luis Arce and to protest his handling of the economy, in Caracollo, Bolivia, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Farmers march to protest President Luis Arce's handling of the economy, in El Alto, Bolivia, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Protesters practice using slings as they block a road in support of former President Evo Morales and against President Luis Arce's handling of the economy, in Parotani, Bolivia, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Police launch tear gas to disperse backers of former President Evo Morales who have been blocking roads for weeks partly targeting President Luis Arce's handling of the economy, in Parotani, Bolivia, Nov. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Police clear a road blocked by supporters of former President Evo Morales who have been blocking roads for weeks partly targeting President Luis Arce's handling of the economy, in Parotani, Bolivia, Nov. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - A woman walks past a mural featuring socialist leaders, from left; former Bolivian President Evo Morales, late Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez and revolutionary Ernesto "Che: Guevara, at the bus terminal in Sacaba, Bolivia, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Bolivia's former President Evo Morales speaks during an interview in Lauca N in the Chapare region of Bolivia, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            Truck drivers queue up to fill their diesel tanks in El Alto, Bolivia, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            A woman walks next to a queue of truck drivers waiting to fill their diesel tanks in El Alto, Bolivia, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            FILE - Handwritten sign with messages that read in Spanish: "We demand solutions from the government", "Arce, don't starve us" and "Solutions, not more problems", hang from vendors' stalls at a street market in La Paz, Bolivia, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Onion vendor Paulina Siles waits for customers at a street market in El Alto, Bolivia, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - A sign alerts customers that there is no gasoline at a fuel station after five days of roadblocks by supporters of former President Evo Morales affecting the fuel and food supply, in La Paz, Bolivia, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Bolivian President Luis Arce waves to supporters outside the government palace marking his fifth year in office, in La Paz, Bolivia, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Meat vendors block a street with a Bolivian national flag near the market that they closed down for their 24-hour strike against inflation and to demand the government control border smuggling, in La Paz, Bolivia, Oct. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            FILE - Former President Evo Morales participates in an offering to Mother Earth before leading a march to Bolivia's capital, as part of a political dispute with current President Luis Arce and to protest his handling of the economy, in Caracollo, Bolivia, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Farmers march to protest President Luis Arce's handling of the economy, in El Alto, Bolivia, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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                                    FILE - Farmers march to protest President Luis Arce's handling of the economy, in El Alto, Bolivia, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Protesters practice using slings as they block a road in support of former President Evo Morales and against President Luis Arce's handling of the economy, in Parotani, Bolivia, Oct. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Police launch tear gas to disperse backers of former President Evo Morales who have been blocking roads for weeks partly targeting President Luis Arce's handling of the economy, in Parotani, Bolivia, Nov. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Police clear a road blocked by supporters of former President Evo Morales who have been blocking roads for weeks partly targeting President Luis Arce's handling of the economy, in Parotani, Bolivia, Nov. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - A woman walks past a mural featuring socialist leaders, from left; former Bolivian President Evo Morales, late Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez and revolutionary Ernesto "Che: Guevara, at the bus terminal in Sacaba, Bolivia, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            FILE - Bolivia's former President Evo Morales speaks during an interview in Lauca N in the Chapare region of Bolivia, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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            Truck drivers queue up to fill their diesel tanks in El Alto, Bolivia, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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                                        EL ALTO, Bolivia (AP) -- Fuel is rapidly becoming one of Bolivia's scarcest commodities.
Long lines of vehicles snake for several kilometers outside gas stations all over Bolivia, once South America's second-largest producer of natural gas. Some of the queues don't budge for days.
While frustration builds, drivers like Victor Garcia now eat, sleep and socialize around their stationary trucks, waiting to buy just a few gallons of diesel -- unless the station runs dry.
"We don't know what's going to happen, but we're going to be worse off," said Garcia, 66, who inched closer to the pump Tuesday as the hours ticked by in El Alto, a bare-bones sprawl beside Bolivia's capital in the Andean altiplano.
Bolivia's monthslong fuel crunch comes as the nation's foreign currency reserves plummet, leaving Bolivians unable to find U.S. dollars at banks and exchange houses. Imported goods that were once commonplace have become scarce.

    


The fuel crisis has created a sense that the country is coming undone, disrupting economic activity and everyday life for millions of people, hurting commerce and farm production and sending food prices soaring.




Mounting public anger has driven crowds into the streets in recent weeks, piling pressure on leftist President Luis Arce to ease the suffering ahead of a tense election next year.
"We want effective solutions to the shortage of fuel, dollars and the increase in food prices," said Reinerio Vargas, the vice rector of Gabriel Rene Moreno Autonomous University in the eastern province of Santa Cruz, where hundreds of desperate truckers and residents flooded main squares Tuesday to vent their anger at Arce's inaction and demand early elections.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In a similar eruption of discontent, protesters shouting "Everything is expensive!" marched through the streets of the capital, La Paz, last week.
Bolivians say Arce's image has suffered not only because of the crisis but also because his government insists that it doesn't exist.

    


"Diesel sales are in the process of returning to normal," Economy Minister Marcelo Montenegro said Tuesday.
Arce has repeatedly vowed that his government will end the fuel shortages and lower the prices of basic goods by arbitrary deadlines. On Nov. 10, he again promised he would "resolve this issue" in 10 days.
As the deadlines come and go, the black market currency exchange rate has risen to nearly 40% more than the official rate.
Arce's office did not respond to interview requests.
"The queues are getting longer and longer," said 38-year-old driver Ramiro Morales, who needed a bathroom after four hours in line Tuesday but feared losing his place if he went searching for one. "People are exhausted."
It's a shocking turnaround for the landlocked nation of 12 million people that was a South American economic success story in the 2000s, when the commodities bonanza generated tens of billions of dollars under the nation's first Indigenous president, former President Evo Morales. 
Morales, Arce's one-time mentor, is his present-day rival in the fight to be the ruling party's candidate next year.

    


But when the commodities boom ended, prices slumped and gas production dwindled. Now, Bolivia spends an estimated $56 million a week to import most of its gasoline and diesel from Argentina, Paraguay and Russia.
Economy Minister Montenegro on Tuesday pledged that the government would continue providing fuel subsidies that critics say it can't afford.
Banners from two years ago boasting that Bolivia's inflation is the lowest in South America still greet tourists arriving at El Alto International Airport. Now, inflation is among the highest in the region.
Fuel shortages prevent farmers from getting their produce to distribution centers and markets, triggering a sharp price hike for food staples.
Last week in La Paz and neighboring El Alto, hungry Bolivians jostled in long lines to buy rice after much-delayed shipments finally arrived from Santa Cruz, the country's economic engine some 850 kilometers (528 miles) away.
With the diesel shortage affecting everything from the operation of tractors to the sourcing of machinery parts, the shortage is also hurting farmers during the crucial planting season.

    


"Without diesel, there is no food for 2025," said Klaus Frerking, the vice president of the Eastern Agricultural Chamber of Bolivia.
The prices of potatoes, onions and milk have doubled in El Alto's main wholesale food market in the past month, vendors said, overshooting the country's nearly 8% inflation rate.
Nervous Bolivians are cutting back on their consumption.
"You have to search a lot to find the cheapest food," said 67-year-old Angela Mamani, struggling to pull together meals for her six grandchildren at El Alto's open-air market Tuesday. She planned to buy vegetables but didn't have enough cash and went home empty-handed.

    


This week, Arce's government presented a 2025 budget -- with a 12% increase in spending -- that drew backlash from lawmakers and business leaders who said it would lead to more debt and more inflation.
While the governing Movement Toward Socialism party tears itself apart in the power struggle between Arce and Morales, both politicians have seen the economic morass as a way to strengthen their positions ahead of 2025 elections.
"They deny there are problems. They blame external contexts and conflicts," said Bolivian economic analyst Gonzalo Chavez.
Morales' supporters last month launched 24-day protest partly targeting Arce's handling of the economy that blocked main roads and stranded commercial shipments, costing the government billions of dollars.
Security forces broke up the rallies almost a month ago. But on Tuesday, Arce's government continued to blame Morales' blockades for spawning the ubiquitous fuel lines.

"We need change," said Geanina Garcia, a 31-year-old architect scouring the grocery hub of El Alto for cheap deals -- a once-routine errand that she said had turned into a nightmare.
"People don't live off politics, they live day to day, off of what they produce and what they earn."
____
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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            For more than 60 days, Lebanese have watched stunned as Israeli strikes smashed into buildings, raising giant explosions and palls of smoke in the heart of the capital and other cities. Now, after a ceasefire was reached this week between Israel and the Hezbollah militant group, Lebanese are returning to their homes and viewing the damage.
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            A man stands next to destroyed buildings after returning to the village of Qana, southern Lebanon, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                        For more than 60 days, Lebanese have watched stunned as Israeli strikes smashed into buildings, raising giant explosions and palls of smoke in the heart of the capital and other cities.
Now, after a ceasefire was reached this week between Israel and the Hezbollah militant group, Lebanese are returning to their homes and viewing the damage.
In Beirut's southern suburbs, an area known as Dahiyeh, entire blocks in some areas are reduced to fields of shattered concrete where high-rise buildings once stood. Associated Press video caught the moment when a screeching rocket smashed into an apartment in Beirut last month, sending out a a plume of fire and sparks.
In the southern city of Tyre, a towering bank of black and white smoke rose from the heart of downtown like a storm front and drifted over the Mediterranean Sea after missiles hit. In the southern village of Flawiyeh, a car was left flipped onto its hood amid a grove of trees from the force of a strike. 

    


Israel launched its intensified campaign of bombardment in Lebanon in late September, vowing to cripple Hezbollah and stop its barrages into northern Israel after months of more limited cross-border exchanges between the two sides. Those exchanges started when Hezbollah began firing rockets into Israel in solidarity with Hamas after its attack on Oct. 7, 2023. 




The Israeli strikes were heaviest in cities, towns and villages around southern Lebanon and in the southern suburbs of Beirut, where Hezbollah has the strongest presence. But for the first time in years, central Beirut was also regularly shaken by explosions.

More than 1.2 million Lebanese fled their homes during more than a year of fighting - as did tens of thousands of Israelis on their side of the border. 
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            Lebanese army convoys were seen on Wednesday heading towards the border with Israel from the southern port city of Tyre. Under the ceasefire deal, Lebanon is tasked with deploying more Lebanese troops while Hezbollah will have to withdraw its heavy weapons from the border area. (AP video shot by Fadi Tawil)
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            Hundreds of Palestinians have continued to flee from war-ravaged northern Gaza as Israel presses ahead with a weeks-old offensive against Hamas militants. Production by Wafaa Shurafa.
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            The United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Wednesday welcomed a ceasefire agreed between Israel and Lebanon, describing it as the "first ray of light of hope" towards achieving peace in the conflicts in the Middle East.
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            A ceasefire between Israel and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah that began Wednesday appeared to be holding, as residents in cars heaped with belongings streamed back toward southern Lebanon despite warnings from Israeli and Lebanese troops that they stay away from certain areas. If it holds, the ceasefire would bring an end to nearly 14 months of fighting between Israel and Hezbollah.
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            Displaced residents return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced residents celebrate as they return to their villages following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Ablah, eastern Lebanon. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Lebanese men carry a dead body retrieved from under the rubble of a destroyed house in Ainata village, southern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Israel soldiers walk next to a damaged animal farm hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon in Avivim, northern Israel, near the border with Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Israeli soldiers holding their weapons bathe with residents in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, on the first day of the ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            10 of 25 | 
            Displaced residents sit in traffic as they return to their villages following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Ablah, eastern Lebanon. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            11 of 25 | 
            Hezbollah gunmen stand next to a poster of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah as displaced residents return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Caretaker Transportation Minister Ali Hamieh, left, welcomes displaced residents returning from Syria at the Masnaa border crossing, eastern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A rocket, fired from Lebanon during the night hours before the start of the ceasefire, sits wedged in the ground next to a damaged car in Kiryat Shmona, northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            14 of 25 | 
            Displaced residents return from Syria at the Masnaa border crossing, eastern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            15 of 25 | 
            Displaced residents returning to their village, sit in their car with belonging as they pass in front of a destroyed mosque, in the town of Bint Jbeil, southern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            16 of 25 | 
            A part of an unexploded bomb lies on the street in front of a destroyed shopping center, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Tyre, southern Lebanon. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            17 of 25 | 
            Displaced residents returning to their village, walk past a destroyed mosque, in the town of Bint Jbeil, southern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            18 of 25 | 
            A woman mourns holding a portrait of her grandson, a Hezbollah fighter who was killed in the fighting with Israeli troops, as she waits for rescuers to recover his body from under the rubble of a destroyed house, background, in Ainata village, south Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            19 of 25 | 
            Israeli soldiers and residents bathe in a hot water coming out of a pipe from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring, at Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, on the day that the ceasefire between Israel and Hizballa began, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            20 of 25 | 
            Displaced residents drive past the rubble of a destroyed building as they return to their villages, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Tyre, southern Lebanon. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            21 of 25 | 
            A Hezbollah supporter shoots in the air in celebration as displaced residents return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            22 of 25 | 
            An Israeli soldier stands guard as residents and soldiers bathe in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, on the first day of the ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            23 of 25 | 
            Israeli residents bathe in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, on the first day of the ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            24 of 25 | 
            The weeds grow in a deserted kindergarten playground in Shlomi, northern Israel, near to the border with Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            25 of 25 | 
            Destroyed buildings stand in the area of a village in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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        Thousands of Lebanese return to their homes as Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire takes hold
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                                    Lebanese army convoys were seen on Wednesday heading towards the border with Israel from the southern port city of Tyre. Under the ceasefire deal, Lebanon is tasked with deploying more Lebanese troops while Hezbollah will have to withdraw its heavy weapons from the border area. (AP video shot by Fadi Tawil)
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                                    Hundreds of Palestinians have continued to flee from war-ravaged northern Gaza as Israel presses ahead with a weeks-old offensive against Hamas militants. Production by Wafaa Shurafa.
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                                    The United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Wednesday welcomed a ceasefire agreed between Israel and Lebanon, describing it as the "first ray of light of hope" towards achieving peace in the conflicts in the Middle East.
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                                    A ceasefire between Israel and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah that began Wednesday appeared to be holding, as residents in cars heaped with belongings streamed back toward southern Lebanon despite warnings from Israeli and Lebanese troops that they stay away from certain areas. If it holds, the ceasefire would bring an end to nearly 14 months of fighting between Israel and Hezbollah.
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            Displaced residents return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                    Displaced residents return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            6 of 25 | 
            Displaced residents celebrate as they return to their villages following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Ablah, eastern Lebanon. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    Displaced residents celebrate as they return to their villages following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Ablah, eastern Lebanon. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            7 of 25 | 
            Lebanese men carry a dead body retrieved from under the rubble of a destroyed house in Ainata village, southern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Lebanese men carry a dead body retrieved from under the rubble of a destroyed house in Ainata village, southern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Israel soldiers walk next to a damaged animal farm hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon in Avivim, northern Israel, near the border with Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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                                    Israel soldiers walk next to a damaged animal farm hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon in Avivim, northern Israel, near the border with Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            9 of 25 | 
            Israeli soldiers holding their weapons bathe with residents in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, on the first day of the ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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                                    Israeli soldiers holding their weapons bathe with residents in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, on the first day of the ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            10 of 25 | 
            Displaced residents sit in traffic as they return to their villages following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Ablah, eastern Lebanon. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    Displaced residents sit in traffic as they return to their villages following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Ablah, eastern Lebanon. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            11 of 25 | 
            Hezbollah gunmen stand next to a poster of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah as displaced residents return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                    Hezbollah gunmen stand next to a poster of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah as displaced residents return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            12 of 25 | 
            Caretaker Transportation Minister Ali Hamieh, left, welcomes displaced residents returning from Syria at the Masnaa border crossing, eastern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            13 of 25 | 
            A rocket, fired from Lebanon during the night hours before the start of the ceasefire, sits wedged in the ground next to a damaged car in Kiryat Shmona, northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            14 of 25 | 
            Displaced residents return from Syria at the Masnaa border crossing, eastern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    Displaced residents return from Syria at the Masnaa border crossing, eastern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            15 of 25 | 
            Displaced residents returning to their village, sit in their car with belonging as they pass in front of a destroyed mosque, in the town of Bint Jbeil, southern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            16 of 25 | 
            A part of an unexploded bomb lies on the street in front of a destroyed shopping center, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Tyre, southern Lebanon. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            17 of 25 | 
            Displaced residents returning to their village, walk past a destroyed mosque, in the town of Bint Jbeil, southern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            18 of 25 | 
            A woman mourns holding a portrait of her grandson, a Hezbollah fighter who was killed in the fighting with Israeli troops, as she waits for rescuers to recover his body from under the rubble of a destroyed house, background, in Ainata village, south Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A woman mourns holding a portrait of her grandson, a Hezbollah fighter who was killed in the fighting with Israeli troops, as she waits for rescuers to recover his body from under the rubble of a destroyed house, background, in Ainata village, south Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Israeli soldiers and residents bathe in a hot water coming out of a pipe from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring, at Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, on the day that the ceasefire between Israel and Hizballa began, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            20 of 25 | 
            Displaced residents drive past the rubble of a destroyed building as they return to their villages, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Tyre, southern Lebanon. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            21 of 25 | 
            A Hezbollah supporter shoots in the air in celebration as displaced residents return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            22 of 25 | 
            An Israeli soldier stands guard as residents and soldiers bathe in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, on the first day of the ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Israeli residents bathe in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, on the first day of the ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            The weeds grow in a deserted kindergarten playground in Shlomi, northern Israel, near to the border with Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Destroyed buildings stand in the area of a village in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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                                        TYRE, Lebanon (AP) -- Thousands of Lebanese displaced by the war between Israel and Hezbollah militants returned home Wednesday as a ceasefire took hold, driving cars stacked with personal belongings and defying warnings from Lebanese and Israeli troops to avoid some areas.
If it endures, the ceasefire would end nearly 14 months of fighting between Israel and Hezbollah, which escalated in mid-September into all-out war and threatened to pull Hezbollah's patron, Iran, and Israel's closest ally, the United States, into a broader conflagration.
The deal does not address the war in Gaza, where Israeli strikes overnight on two schools-turned-shelters in Gaza City killed 11 people, including four children, according to hospital officials. Israel said one strike targeted a Hamas sniper and the other targeted militants hiding among civilians.

    


The truce in Lebanon could give reprieve to the 1.2 million Lebanese displaced by the fighting and the tens of thousands of Israelis who fled their homes along the border.
"They were a nasty and ugly 60 days," said Mohammed Kaafarani, 59, who was displaced from the Lebanese village of Bidias. "We reached a point where there was no place to hide."




The U.S.- and France-brokered deal, approved by Israel late Tuesday, calls for an initial two-month halt to fighting and requires Hezbollah to end its armed presence in southern Lebanon, while Israeli troops are to return to their side of the border.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Thousands of additional Lebanese troops and U.N. peacekeepers would deploy in the south, and an international panel headed by the United States would monitor compliance.
Israel says it reserves the right to strike Hezbollah should it violate the terms of the deal. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office said troops arrested four Hezbollah operatives, including a local commander, who had entered what it referred to as a restricted area. It said troops have been ordered to prevent people from returning to villages near the border.

    


Israel is still fighting Hamas militants in Gaza in response to the group's cross-border raid into southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023. But President Joe Biden on Tuesday said his administration would make another push in the coming days for a ceasefire there and the release of dozens of hostages held by Hamas.
Hezbollah supporters declare victory despite devastation
Israel can claim major victories in the war, including the killing of Hezbollah's top leader Hassan Nasrallah and most of its senior commanders, as well as the destruction of extensive militant infrastructure. A complex attack involving exploding pagers and walkie-talkies, widely attributed to Israel, appeared to show a remarkable degree of penetration into the secretive militant group.
The battered Hezbollah has lost much of the mystique it acquired by fighting Israel to a stalemate in the 2006 war. Yet the Shiite militant group still managed to put up heavy resistance, slowing Israel's advance while firing scores of rockets, missiles and drones across the border each day.
"This is a moment of victory, pride and honor for us, the Shiite sect, and for all of Lebanon," said Hussein Sweidan, a resident returning to the port city of Tyre. Sporadic celebratory gunfire was heard at a main roundabout in the city, as drivers honked their horns and residents cheered.

    


Israel carried out heavy strikes until the ceasefire took hold, pounding targets in the already hard-hit southern suburbs of Beirut known as the Dahiyeh, where Hezbollah was headquartered. Residents returning to its rubble-strewn streets on Wednesday projected defiance.
"We don't care about the rubble or destruction. We lost our livelihood, our properties, but it's OK, it will all come back," said Fatima Hanifa, evoking the rebuilding after the 2006 war.
"It will be even more beautiful. And I say to Netanyahu that you have lost, and lost, and lost because we are back and the others (Israelis) didn't come back."
Other Lebanese are more critical of Hezbollah, accusing it of having dragged the economically devastated country into an unnecessary war on behalf of its patron, Iran.
"They control us and we can't do anything about it. This war killed whoever it killed and now they're telling us it's a victory," said a young man who was returning from neighboring Syria after being displaced from the eastern Bekaa province. He spoke on condition of anonymity, fearing retribution.

    


Some Israelis are concerned the deal doesn't go far enough
In Israel, the mood was far more subdued, with displaced Israelis concerned that Hezbollah had not been defeated and that there was no progress toward returning hostages held in Gaza.
"I think it is still not safe to return to our homes because Hezbollah is still close to us," said Eliyahu Maman, who was displaced from the northern city of Kiryat Shmona, which was hit hard by the months of fighting.
A handful of people milled around the city on Wednesday, inspecting damage from earlier rocket attacks. The town's shopping mall, which had been hit before, appeared to have new damage, and a rocket was planted in the ground next to an apartment building.
A significant return of the displaced to their communities, many of which have suffered extensive damage from rocket fire, could take months.

    


Israel warns Lebanese not to return to border as troops remain
The Israeli military warned displaced Lebanese not to return to evacuated villages in southern Lebanon, where Israeli troops were still present following their ground invasion in early October. Israeli forces opened fire to push back a number of vehicles that were entering a restricted area, it said.
Three journalists, including a freelance photographer working for The Associated Press, said they were shot and wounded by Israeli troops while covering the return of displaced people to the town of Khiam, around 6 kilometers (4 miles) from the border, which had seen heavy fighting in recent days.
The Israeli military said in a statement late Wednesday that it was unaware of any fire toward journalists and that its forces had only fired warning shots in the area.
An Israeli security official said Israeli forces remained in their positions hours after the ceasefire began and will only gradually withdraw.
The official said the pace of the withdrawal and the scheduled return of Lebanese civilians would depend on whether the deal is implemented and enforced. The official spoke on condition of anonymity as they were not authorized to discuss the deal and its implementation with the media.
The Lebanese military asked displaced people returning to southern Lebanon to avoid frontline villages and towns until Israeli forces withdraw.
Residents will return to vast destruction wrought by the Israeli military, with entire villages flattened. The military said it found vast weapons caches and infrastructure it says was meant for Hezbollah to launch an Oct. 7-style attack on northern Israel.
More than 3,760 people have been killed by Israeli fire in Lebanon since the start of the conflict, many of them civilians, according to Lebanese health officials. The fighting killed more than 70 people in Israel, more than half civilians, as well as dozens of Israeli soldiers fighting in southern Lebanon.
___

Chehayeb reported from Beirut. Goldenberg reported from Tel Aviv, Israel. Associated Press journalists Alon Bernstein in Haifa, Israel, Leo Correa in Kiryat Shmona, Israel, Lujain Jo in Masnaa, Lebanon, and Josef Federman in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
___
Find more of AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            FILE - The San Jose State University Spartans line up for the playing of the national anthem and player introductions for their NCAA Mountain West women's volleyball game against the Colorado State University Rams in Fort Collins, Colo., on Oct. 3, 2024. (Santiago Mejia/San Francisco Chronicle via AP, file)
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            The San Jose State Spartans and Air Force Falcons stand for the National Anthem before an NCAA college volleyball match Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in San Jose, Calif. (AP Photo/Eakin Howard)
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            The San Jose State Spartans logo is seen on the net against the Air Force Falcons during the third set of an NCAA college volleyball match Thursday, Oct. 31, 2024, in San Jose, Calif. (AP Photo/Eakin Howard)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Boise State, which twice boycotted regular-season matches with San Jose State, pulled out of the Mountain West women's volleyball tournament Wednesday night even after securing a spot in the semifinals against the Spartans.
San Jose State, which received six forfeit victories because of boycotts from Mountain West opponents, is seeded second in the conference tournament and received a first-round bye. Now the Spartans will advance all the way to Saturday's championship match rather than take the court Friday.
Boise State released a statement that read: "The decision to not continue to play in the 2024 Mountain West Volleyball Championship tournament was not an easy one. Our team overcame forfeitures to earn a spot in the tournament field and fought for the win over Utah State in the first round on Wednesday. They should not have to forgo this opportunity while waiting for a more thoughtful and better system that serves all athletes."

    


San Jose State said it would issue a statement Thursday.
Boise State's announcement came hours after the Broncos defeated Utah State 25-19, 18-25, 25-20, 25-23 in the quarterfinals.




Boise State didn't commit immediately after the match to playing San Jose State. What went into its decision to withdraw from the tournament was unclear, whether it was by a team vote or more of a university decision.
The title match likely will go on as scheduled. San Jose State will play either top-seeded Colorado State or No. 5 San Diego State. Both teams played the Spartans this season rather than sit out.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Mountain West members Boise State, Wyoming, Utah State and Nevada as well as Southern Utah canceled games this season against the Spartans. Nevada's players stated they "refuse to participate in any match that advances injustice against female athletes," without providing further details.
Idaho Gov. Brad Little signed an executive order Aug. 28 called the Defending Women's Sports Act that challenges how Title IX rules are interpreted in that state.

    


"Biological males - men and boys - have physical differences that give them an unfair advantage when competing with women and girls in athletics," Little said at the time.
A lawsuit was recently filed in Colorado by players from various schools against the conference and San Jose State officials calling for a Spartans player not to be allowed participation in the tournament, citing unspecified reports asserting there was a transgender player on the San Jose State volleyball team, even naming her. 
U.S. Magistrate Judge S. Kato Crews in Denver ruled Monday that the player is allowed to play, and a federal appeals court upheld the decision the following day.
While some media have reported those and other details, neither San Jose State nor the forfeiting teams have confirmed the school has a trans women's volleyball player. The Associated Press is withholding the player's name because she has not publicly commented on her gender identity and through school officials has declined an interview request.

    


Wyoming and Nevada did not qualify for the tournament.

Participation of transgender women in women's sports is apparently why the five teams canceled their games against San Jose State, and the topic became a hot political topic ahead of the recent election.
___
AP college sports: https://apnews.com/hub/college-sports
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            Vermont family lost many of their possessions in flash flood, but finds new home this Thanksgiving season after community refused to let them fall. (AP Video: Lisa Rathke. Production: Rodrique Ngowi.)
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            Jenny Mackenzie stands outside her flood-ravaged house in Peacham, Vt. on Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Beliakov)
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            Lila, left, John and Jenny Mackenzie pose for a photo in their flood-damaged house in Peacham, Vt. on Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Beliakov)
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            The kitchen in the flood-damaged home of John and Jenny Mackenzie is shown on Sept. 23, 2024 in Peacham, Vt. (AP Photo/Dmitri Beliakov)
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            The bathroom in the flood-damaged home of John and Jenny Mackenzie is shown on Sept. 23, 2024 in Peacham, Vt. (AP Photo/Dmitri Beliakov)
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            The flood-damaged property of John and Jenny Mackenzie is shown on Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Beliakov)
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            John, left, Jenny and Lila, right, Mackenzie walk around their flood-damaged property in Peachman, Vt. on Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Beliakov)
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            The flood-damaged property of John and Jenny Mackenzie is shown on July 11, 2024 in Peacham, Vt. (Courtesy of Susan Dunklee via AP)
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            The Mackenzie family's flood-ravaged cars are shown on July 12, 2024, in Peacham, Vt., after severe flooding destroyed their home and vehicles. (Courtesy of Cornelia Hasenfuss via AP)
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            The Mackenzie family's flooded-destroyed cars are shown in Peacham, Vt. on July 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Lisa Rathke)
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            The Mackenzies, from left to right, Lila, Jenny, John, Kate and their dog Hester pose in front of their new house in Craftsbury, Vt. on Nov. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Lisa Rathke)
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            John, left, Jenny and Lila, right, Mackenzie walk around their flood-damaged property in Peachman, Vt. on Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Beliakov)
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            The flood-damaged property of John and Jenny Mackenzie is shown on July 11, 2024 in Peacham, Vt. (Courtesy of Susan Dunklee via AP)
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            The Mackenzie family's flood-ravaged cars are shown on July 12, 2024, in Peacham, Vt., after severe flooding destroyed their home and vehicles. (Courtesy of Cornelia Hasenfuss via AP)
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            The Mackenzie family's flooded-destroyed cars are shown in Peacham, Vt. on July 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Lisa Rathke)
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            The Mackenzies, from left to right, Lila, Jenny, John, Kate and their dog Hester pose in front of their new house in Craftsbury, Vt. on Nov. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Lisa Rathke)
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                                        PEACHAM, Vt. (AP) -- The last thing John and Jenny Mackenzie saw as they fled their Vermont home with their daughters, dog and two guinea pigs last summer was their cars upended and propelled away by rushing flood waters.
Minutes earlier they had abandoned their 19th-century wood-frame house as the remnants of Hurricane Beryl turned it into an island engulfed by surging flood waters, with trees slamming into it and water gushing at colossal speed into the basement and first floor. 
"It was just like it was a horror movie at that point," John Mackenzie said of the surreal scene on that July 10 night.
"We lost both of our vehicles, our home and our barn and at least half of our possessions," Jenny Mackenzie said.
Since that terrifying storm when two people died swept away in vehicles, the Mackenzies, both teachers, and their twin daughters have been living temporarily in a friend's house. They have scrambled to figure out something permanent, a daunting task in a state with a housing shortage and when government programs to buy out flood-destroyed homes can take a year or more and are not guaranteed. 

    


But four months after the devastating loss, the family is writing a new chapter. 




Donations from friends, family and others in their community have helped the Mackenzies find a new house in time for Thanksgiving, giving them hope amid ongoing challenges. The Associated Press is following them through their recovery.
Community rallies to help flood-stricken family

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Mackenzies quickly learned how much support they had. 
Two days after the storm, dozens of volunteers showed up to help salvage what they could. Floodwaters had reduced the lawn to a muddy chasm; their septic system was destroyed.
In the rain, volunteers carried furniture and other belongings across a gulch to waiting all-terrain vehicles, which drove them on dirt roads to the village where the family is staying. 
Friends set up an online fundraising page that has raised over $160,000. Over 950 donations have come in, some from former students, ranging from $5 to $10,000.

    


"It's unbelievable the way that we were supported and we've been trying to find ways to communicate that gratitude," said John Mackenzie, 49.
The donations allowed them to buy used vehicles, keep teaching and carry on with life, his 50-year-old wife said. As much as the money, it means a lot that people were thinking about them, she said.
"It doesn't make them whole, all of the damage that they experienced, but yes that's an amazing amount and I think it speaks to the community that's around them and how well loved they are," said Cara Robechek, who helped start the fundraising effort. 
"They're both teachers. They are sort of deeply embedded in a lot of communities."

    


An uncertain future 
The Mackenzies owned their two-story house, built in 1840 with clapboard siding painted sage green, for 21 years. They raised their 16-year-old daughters, Lila and Kate, there.
"We're already aware that for us losing the home after 21 years is huge but this is the only home they ever knew," John Mackenzie said of their girls. "We want to recreate a new home."
The Mackenzies applied for a buyout and wanted to stay in Peacham, but housing costs in the town of 700 have soared and are out of reach, they said.
As of this fall, about 250 households have applied for buyouts, most both federally and state funded, from the severe flooding in early July and later that month that hit parts of central and northern Vermont, according to the state. 
Once a buyout application is complete, it can sit in review with the Federal Emergency Management Agency for up to a year, said Stephanie Smith, the state hazard mitigation officer with Vermont Emergency Management.
The Mackenzies got another setback last week when they learned their property may not be eligible for a FEMA buyout, although Smith said Monday the state is working to make it eligible. The Mackenzies have to provide more detailed information, including receipts from repair work done after a previous flood. But they lost much of that paperwork in this summer's storm, Jenny Mackenzie said. 

    


If FEMA funding falls through, Smith said the state will review the Mackenzies' case for a state buyout program early next year. 
"The reality is that we won't be able to afford to stay in this house that we've bought unless that buyout goes through," Jenny Mackenzie said.
Climate change fuels stronger storms
The flooding came exactly a year after catastrophic floods hit areas of rural, mountainous Vermont, including the capital, Montpelier. Some northern communities were pummeled twice by the severe flash flooding this July.
Experts say Vermont could see more frequent catastrophic events like these, with climate change fueling stronger storms and striking Vermont villages situated along the Green Mountains' rivers and streams. 

    


Donations help family buy a new home
Unable to find an affordable house in Peacham, the Mackenzies made the difficult decision to look elsewhere. In late September, they put down an offer on a house in Craftsbury, about 30 miles away. The commute to St. Johnsbury Academy where they both teach English and their daughters go to school is about 50 minutes compared to the 20 minutes they used to drive. They plan to move in mid-winter. 
The white clapboard farmhouse with a red door -- also built in 1840 -- reminds them of their Peacham home. 
After the sale closed, Jenny Mackenzie bought a trowel -- "I didn't have one anymore," she said -- and planted about 100 daffodils that a friend rescued from the family's flooded house. Another friend gave her more. Jenny Mackenzie usually plants 500 a year. 
"It felt good to get in a few because that will really make us feel like home," she said as their German shorthaired pointer, Hester, ran around her new grounds. 
A friend is reupholstering their flood-damaged rocking chairs and couch. The family's antique piano, built in 1895, could not be saved; it's the only thing remaining at the old house.
The Mackenzies would not be where they are without the financial and other support of friends and family.
"There's no way we could have done that prior to a buyout," Jenny Mackenzie said of paying off the mortgage on the old house, as well as a government loan from previous flood damage, and then buying a new house. "Even now it's financially precarious."
The family has learned through this experience to open themselves up to everything -- to suggestions about where they might relocate, to kindness, to community, John Mackenzie said.

There were moments, initially, when it was hard to accept that kind of generosity and the loss of some privacy around money, he said. But it's helped to know he would donate if there were another family in need, and he and his wife are incredibly grateful.
"It's kind of completely broke us open," he said.
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at North Carolina Aviation Museum, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Asheboro, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., appears before the Senate Appropriations Committee on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -- When Kamala Harris and Donald Trump campaigned in North Carolina, both candidates courted a state-recognized tribe there whose 55,000 members could have helped tip the swing state.
Trump in September promised that he would sign legislation to grant federal recognition to the Lumbee Tribe, a distinction that would unlock access to federal funds. He ultimately won North Carolina by more than 3 percentage points, in part due to continued support from Lumbee voters. 
Now, as Trump prepares to return to the White House in January, the promise will be put to the test. He has Republican allies in Congress on the issue, and now the Lumbee, as well as tribal nations across the country, are watching closely to see what comes next. 
Tribal nations typically receive federal recognition through an application with the Department of the Interior, but the Lumbee have been trying for many years to circumvent that process by going through Congress. Chairman John Lowery called Interior's application process "flawed" and overly lengthy and said it should be up to Congress to right what he calls a historic wrong.

    


"It's just crazy that we're sitting here fighting this battle, and I have to tell you that I am real in 2024," Lowery said. 
Following the presidential election, the Lumbee hope there will be momentum behind their cause, but they face deep-rooted opposition from tribal nations across the country. 

    


There are questions about Trump's next move
Several tribes, including the only one that is federally recognized in North Carolina, argue that if the Lumbee Tribe wants federal acknowledgment, it should go through the formal process in the Department of the Interior. One person familiar with Trump's thinking said the president-elect will require the Lumbee Tribe to do just that, and he won't sign a Lumbee recognition bill. The person requested anonymity because they were not authorized to publicly speak about Trump's views. 
Trump's spokeswoman, Karoline Leavitt, said "no policy should be deemed official unless it comes directly from President Trump."
Federal recognition is of enormous importance, as it comes with access to resources like healthcare through Indian Health Services and the ability to create a land base such as reservations through the land-to-trust process. But before that happens, a tribal nation has to file a successful application with the Office of Federal Acknowledgement, a department within the Interior. 
The Lumbee Tribe has applied for federal recognition, but that petition was denied in 1985 because it "could not establish the group's descendency either culturally, politically, or genealogically from any tribe which existed historically in the area."
In 2016, the Interior reversed a decision barring the Lumbee Tribe from reapplying, but the Lumbee have opted for the congressional route.
Gaining federal recognition through legislation is a rare but not unheard of path. But the Lumbee's approach has stoked a simmering debate in both Indian Country and Congress about Indigenous identity and tribal nationhood. 

    


The Lumbee have received support from members of both parties
Members of Congress from both parties have supported recognizing the Lumbee through legislation, including Oklahoma Republican Sen. Markwayne Mullin, a member of the Cherokee Nation who campaigned for Trump in North Carolina and backed the legislation. 
But perhaps the state-recognized tribe's most ardent ally in Congress is North Carolina Republican Sen. Thom Tillis, who is up for reelection in 2026. 
Tillis introduced the Lumbee Fairness Act last year and has been a vocal supporter of the Lumbee. In interviews with The Associated Press, several tribal leaders, lobbyists, and advocates said they were told by Tillis directly or by his staff that the senator is currently and will continue to block certain bills backed by tribal nations unless the leaders of those tribes support the Lumbee. 
One of the bills he's promised to block, according to those interviewed by the AP, is a land transfer that would allow the Tennessee Valley Authority to return 70 acres of land to the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, the only federally recognized tribal nation in Tillis's state. It would allow the tribe to put the land in Monroe County, Tennessee into trust. The plot is part of the tribal nation's homelands and contains the birthplace of Sequoyah. 

    


"It's appalling to me. It's disgraceful," Principal Chief of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians Michell Hicks said. He said that Tillis told him earlier this year that he would stop any legislation dealing with the Eastern Band unless Hicks pledged his support. 
Hicks is among the tribal leaders who question the validity of the Lumbee's historical claims, and he said that is out of the question. At one point about a century ago, the Lumbee were known as the Cherokee Indians of Robeson County, and for many years now all three Cherokee tribes -- the Eastern Band, the Cherokee Nation, and the United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians -- have denounced this and been vocal opponents of granting the Lumbee federal recognition. 

    


Representatives for Tillis declined to comment.
Tillis held up legislation last week that would have allowed for the preservation of the site of the Wounded Knee massacre. While doing so, he singled out the heads of the Oglala Sioux Tribe and the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, who have backed the preservation measure, for not supporting his efforts to federally recognize the Lumbee. 
"This is not about you," Tillis said to the two tribal nations, who he acknowledged had been trying for a century to preserve the site of the massacre. "But you need to know that your leadership is playing a game that will ultimately force me to take a position." 
Tillis suggested it was a "casino cartel" in part driven by the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and an Osage attorney named Wilson Pipestem working for the tribe, that is trying to keep the Lumbee from gaining recognition, which could one day lead to the Lumbee opening their own casinos. Tillis threatened to continue publicly naming tribal leaders and their employees who he felt were standing in the way of his bill. 
In a statement to the AP, Pipestem said Tillis should "apologize to the Tribal leaders for his false allegations and unscrupulous tactics."
Lowery acknowledged that Tillis has held up both pieces of legislation, but he said that Tillis has not done so at the direction of the Lumbee. 

"If he's put a hold on the bill it's because he reached out to tribal leaders to see where they stand on his bill, and they apparently have told him that they're not in support," Lowery said. "So, he said 'well, if you can't be supportive of my bill, I can't be supportive of your bill.'"
___
Graham Lee Brewer is an Oklahoma City-based member of the AP's Race and Ethnicity team.
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                    Senator Jacqui Lambie, left, gestures as she speaks to Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong during debate in the Senate chamber at Parliament House in Canberra, Australia, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (Lukas Coch/AAP Image via AP)
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- The Australian Senate was debating a ban on children younger than 16 years old from social media Thursday after the House of Representatives overwhelmingly supported the age restriction.
The bill that would make platforms including TikTok, Facebook, Snapchat, Reddit, X and Instagram liable for fines of up to 50 million Australian dollars ($33 million) for systemic failures to prevent young children from holding accounts.
It is likely to be passed by the Senate on Thursday, the Parliament's final session for the year and potentially the last before elections, which are due within months.
The major parties' support for the ban all but guarantees the legislation will become law. But many child welfare and mental health advocates are concerned about unintended consequences.
Unaligned Sen. Jacqui Lambie complained about the limited amount of time the government gave the Senate to debate the age restriction, which she described as "undercooked."

    


"I thought this was a good idea. A lot of people out there thought it was a good idea until we looked at the detail and, let's be honest, there's no detail," Lambie told the Senate.




Opposition Sen. Maria Kovacic said the bill was not radical but necessary.
"The core focus of this legislation is simple: It demands that social media companies take reasonable steps to identify and remove underage users from their platforms," Kovacic told the Senate.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This is a responsibility these companies should have been fulfilling long ago, but for too long they have shirked these responsibilities in favor of profit," she added.
Sen. David Shoebridge, from the minor Greens party, said mental health experts agreed that the ban could dangerously isolate many children who used social media to find support.
"This policy will hurt vulnerable young people the most, especially in regional communities and especially the LGBTQI community, by cutting them off," Shoebridge told the Senate.

    


The House of Representatives on Wednesday overwhelmingly carried the bill 102 votes to 13.
Communications Minister Michelle Rowland urged senators to pass the bill which she said reflected the Australian community's view.
"The ... government is on the side of supporting parents and protecting young people," Rowland told the House. 
Once the legislation becomes law, the platforms would have one year to work out how they could implement the ban before penalties are enforced.
The platforms complained that the law would be unworkable, and urged the Senate to delay the vote until at least June next year when a government-commissioned evaluation of age assurance technologies made its report on how young children could be excluded.
Critics argue the government is attempting to convince parents it is protecting their children ahead of general elections due by May. The government hopes that voters will reward it for responding to parents' concerns about their children's addiction to social media. Some argue the legislation could cause more harm than it prevents.

    


Criticisms include that the legislation was rushed through Parliament without adequate scrutiny, is ineffective, poses privacy risks for all users, and undermines parental authority to make decisions for their children.

Opponents of the bill also argue the ban would isolate children, deprive them of the positive aspects of social media, drive them to the dark web, discourage children too young for social media to report harm and reduce incentives for platforms to improve online safety.
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            Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh welcomed on Wednesday a decision by the by the International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor to ask judges to issue an arrest warrant for the head of Myanmar's military regime. (AP video shot by Shafiqur Rahman)
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            FILE - Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, head of the military council, inspects officers during a parade to commemorate Myanmar's 78th Armed Forces Day in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, on March 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Aung Shine Oo, File)
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            FILE - Karim Khan, Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court looks up prior to a press conference in The Hague, Netherlands, Monday, July 3, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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            FILE - Exterior view of the International Criminal Court, or ICC, in The Hague, Netherlands, on April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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            FILE - Rohingya refugees gather near a fence during a government organized media tour, to a no-man's land between Myanmar and Bangladesh, near Taungpyolatyar village, Maung Daw, northern Rakhine State, Myanmar, June 29, 2018. (AP Photo/Min Kyi Thein, File)
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            FILE - Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, head of the military council, inspects officers during a parade to commemorate Myanmar's 78th Armed Forces Day in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, on March 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Aung Shine Oo, File)
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            FILE - Karim Khan, Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court looks up prior to a press conference in The Hague, Netherlands, Monday, July 3, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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            FILE - Exterior view of the International Criminal Court, or ICC, in The Hague, Netherlands, on April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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            FILE - Rohingya refugees gather near a fence during a government organized media tour, to a no-man's land between Myanmar and Bangladesh, near Taungpyolatyar village, Maung Daw, northern Rakhine State, Myanmar, June 29, 2018. (AP Photo/Min Kyi Thein, File)
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                                        THE HAGUE (AP) -- The International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor asked judges on Wednesday to issue an arrest warrant for the head of Myanmar's military regime for crimes committed against the country's Rohingya Muslim minority.
Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, who seized power from elected leader Aung San Suu Kyi in 2021, is accused of crimes against humanity for the persecution of the Rohingya.
Nearly a million people were forced into neighboring Bangladesh to escape what has been called an ethnic cleansing campaign involving mass rapes, killings and the torching of homes.
From a refugee camp in Bangladesh, the court's top prosecutor, Karim Khan, said in a statement that he intended to request more warrants for Myanmar's leaders soon.
"In doing so, we will be demonstrating, together with all of our partners, that the Rohingya have not been forgotten. That they, like all people around the world, are entitled to the protection of the law," the British barrister said.

    


The allegations stem from a counterinsurgency campaign that Myanmar's military began in August 2017 in response to an insurgent attack. Min Aung Hlaing, who heads the Myanmar Defense Services, is said to have directed the armed forces of Myanmar, known as the Tatmadaw, as well as the national police to attack Rohingya civilians.




Khan was in Bangladesh where he met with members of the displaced Rohingya population. About 1 million of the predominately Muslim Rohingya live in Bangladesh as refugees from Myanmar, including about 740,000 who fled in 2017.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Rohingya face widespread discrimination in Buddhist-majority Myanmar, with most denied citizenship. Myanmar's government refuses to recognize the Rohingya as one of the country's 135 lawful ethnic minorities, instead calling them Bengalis, with the implication that their native land is in Bangladesh and they are illegally settled in Myanmar.

    


Human rights groups applauded the decision to seek a warrant. The dire situation of the Rohingya has received less attention as the conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza have grabbed headlines. "The ICC prosecutor's decision to seek a warrant against Sr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing comes amid renewed atrocities against Rohingya civilians that echo those suffered seven years ago. The ICC's action is an important step toward breaking the cycle of abuses and impunity," said Maria Elena Vignoli, senior international justice counsel at Human Rights Watch.
Zin Mar Aung, foreign minister for Myanmar's opposition National Unity Government, established by elected lawmakers barred from taking their seats in 2021, said on the social media platform X that ICC judges should "swiftly issue the warrant" and that governments should "act and enforce this warrant to uphold justice and international law." She posted that the ICC action "represents a critical moment in Myanmar history."
Myanmar's military regime issued a short statement rejecting the proceedings, noting it was not party to the ICC and insisting the country's leadership practiced a policy of "peaceful coexistence."

    


Khan's request now goes to a panel of three judges who will weigh the evidence provided and determine if a warrant should be issued. There is no deadline for a decision. A request for an arrest warrant for Russian President Vladimir Putin took less than three weeks in 2023. However, warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, his former defense minister and Hamas' military chief took more than six months to be issued.
Rohingya refugees in sprawling camps in Bangladesh's Cox's Bazar district welcomed the news.
"We, all the Rohingyas, are very delighted, and I am personally very happy to hear about the application sent to the judges because the Myanmar military government has been torturing us for about 75 years, forcing us to leave our native land -- Arakan," said Zahid Hossain, 53.
Yahiya Khan, a 32-year-old human rights activist, also was optimistic. "The military has been persecuting us for decades. Thousands of women were raped, thousands of people were killed, children were thrown to the burning fire by the brutal military regime. So, as a Rohingya, we are happy to hear that the chief (prosecutor) of the ICC requested the judges to issue arrest warrants."

    


Myanmar does not belong to the global court, but Bangladesh does. In 2018, judges at the court ruled the prosecutor could look into crimes that were "completed" on the territory of a member state, such as forcible deportation.
In 2019, Khan's predecessor, Fatou Bensouda, formally requested to open an investigation into the situation and judges gave the green light for investigations into "any crime, including any future crime" committed at least partly in Bangladesh or another court member state and linked to the Rohingya.
The move paved the way for Khan to pursue crimes beyond forcing men, women and children over the border and into refugee camps.

    


The request comes days after a powerful rebel group seized a key trading town in northeastern Myanmar on the Chinese border, taking control of a lucrative rare earth mining hub in another setback for the military-led government.
The military's seizure of power from Suu Kyi's government in February 2021 triggered intensified fighting with long-established armed militias organized by Myanmar's ethnic minority groups in its border regions which have struggled for decades for more autonomy.
In 2022, the International Court of Justice, the United Nations' highest court, advanced a separate case against Myanmar brought by Gambia alleging the Southeast Asian nation is responsible for genocide against the Rohingya. Five European countries and Canada have asked the court to back Gambia in the proceedings.
___

Associated Press reporters David Rising in Bangkok, Raf Casert in Brussels and Shafiqur Rahman in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, contributed to this report.
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            Amid renewed interest in the killing of JonBenet Ramsey triggered in part by a new Netflix documentary, police in Boulder, Colorado, refuted assertions this week that there is viable evidence and leads about the 1996 killing of the 6-year-old girl that they are not pursuing. (AP video by Thomas Peipert)
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            FILE - A police officer sits in her cruiser, Jan. 3, 1997, outside the home in which 6-year-old JonBenet Ramsey was found murdered in Boulder, Colo., on Dec. 26, 1996. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE - The gravesite of JonBenet Ramsey is shown covered with numerous flowers, Jan. 8, 1997, at St. James Episcopal Cemetery in Marietta, Ga. (Andy Sharp/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- Amid renewed interest in the killing of JonBenet Ramsey triggered in part by a new Netflix documentary, police in Boulder, Colorado, refuted assertions this week that there is viable evidence and leads about the 1996 killing of the 6-year-old girl that they are not pursuing. 
JonBenet Ramsey, who competed in beauty pageants, was found dead in the basement of her family's home in the college town of Boulder the day after Christmas in 1996. Her body was found several hours after her mother called 911 to say her daughter was missing and a ransom note had been left behind. The details of the crime and video footage of JonBenet competing in pageants propelled the case into one of the highest-profile mysteries in the United States. 
The police comments came as part of their annual update on the investigation, a month before the 28th anniversary of JonBenet's killing. Police said they released it a little earlier because of the increased attention on the case, apparently referring to the three-part Netflix series "Cold Case: Who Killed JonBenet Ramsey."

    


In a video statement, Boulder Police Chief Steve Redfearn said the department welcomes news coverage and documentaries about the killing of JonBenet, who would have been 34 this year, as a way to generate possible new leads. He said the department is committed to solving the case but needs to be careful about what it shares about the investigation to protect a possible future prosecution. 




"What I can tell you though, is we have thoroughly investigated multiple people as suspects throughout the years and we continue to be open-minded about what occurred as we investigate the tips that come into detectives," he said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Netflix documentary focuses on the mistakes made by police and the "media circus" surrounding the case. 
JonBenet was bludgeoned and strangled. Her death was ruled a homicide, but nobody was ever prosecuted. 

    


Police were widely criticized for mishandling the early investigation into her death amid speculation that her family was responsible. However, a prosecutor cleared her parents, John and Patsy Ramsey, and brother Burke in 2008 based on new DNA evidence from JonBenet's clothing that pointed to the involvement of an "unexplained third party" in her slaying. 
The announcement by former district attorney Mary Lacy came two years after Patsy Ramsey died of cancer. Lacy called the Ramseys "victims of this crime."
John Ramsey has continued to speak out for the case to be solved. In 2022, he supported an online petition asking Colorado's governor to intervene in the investigation by putting an outside agency in charge of DNA testing in the case. In the Netflix documentary, he said he has been advocating for several items that have not been prepared for DNA testing to be tested and for other items to be retested. He said the results should be put through a genealogy database.
In recent years, investigators have identified suspects in unsolved cases by comparing DNA profiles from crime scenes and to DNA testing results shared online by people researching their family trees. 

    


In 2021, police said in their annual update that DNA hadn't been ruled out to help solve the case, and in 2022 noted that some evidence could be "consumed" if DNA testing is done on it. 

Last year, police said they convened a panel of outside experts to review the investigation to give recommendations and determine if updated technologies or forensic testing might produce new leads. In the latest update, Redfearn said that review had ended but that police continue to work through and evaluate a "lengthy list of recommendations" from the panel. 
____
Amy Beth Hanson contributed to this report from Helena, Montana.
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                    FILE - Charlie Rose attends The Hollywood Reporter's 35 Most Powerful People in Media party in New York, April 13, 2017. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former TV host Charlie Rose has resolved a sexual harassment lawsuit brought by three women in the wake of his #MeToo-era ouster from CBS News in 2017 and the cancellation of his long-running, eponymous PBS talk show. 
In settling, the plaintiffs said they assign no "ill intent" to Rose and realize now that his conduct could be subject to interpretation.
Lawyers for Rose and the women -- younger employees who accused him of "predatory behavior" and "blatant and repeated sexual harassment" -- filed court papers this week confirming that the lawsuit has been resolved. An online court docket listed the case as settled. The terms were not disclosed.
The lawsuit had been set to go to trial Monday in Manhattan after years of sparring over the women's allegations and the dismissal of their retaliation claims against Rose.
Plaintiffs Katherine Brooks Harris, Sydney McNeal and Yuqing Wei said in a statement that the litigation process and the required pretrial exchange of evidence known as discovery had enabled both sides to "better understand each others' points of view."

    


"On reflection, and after having the benefit of discovery, we realize that different people could interpret the conduct in different ways, and therefore we have resolved the claims," the women said. "We do not assign any bad motive or ill intent to Charlie Rose."


A lawyer for Rose, 82, and his production company, Charlie Rose Inc., declined comment.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The veteran TV host has apologized in the past for his behavior, including in a statement on the eve of his November 2017 firing after at least eight women had come forward to accuse him of misconduct.
"It is essential that these women know I hear them and I deeply apologize for my inappropriate behavior," Rose said. "I am greatly embarrassed. I have behaved insensitively at times, and I accept responsibility for that, though I do not believe that all of these allegations are accurate. I always felt that I was pursuing shared feelings, even though I now realize I was mistaken."

    


Rose's downfall was part of America's #MeToo reckoning with sexual misconduct by powerful figures -- a social media-fueled movement that also took down "Today" host Matt Lauer and movie mogul Harvey Weinstein, among others.
Rose is now hosting an interview show on YouTube where his recent guests have included author Michael Lewis and broadcaster Bob Costas.
Harris, McNeal and Wei sued Rose and CBS in state court in New York in May 2018, about six months after CBS fired him as an anchor on its morning show, then called "CBS This Morning," and PBS and Bloomberg Television dropped his nightly "Charlie Rose Show."
Harris was a broadcast associate at "CBS This Morning," and she later worked as an associate producer for Rose's PBS show. McNeal was Rose's executive assistant. Wei was a news associate and later an anchor assistant for Rose at "CBS This Morning."
The women, all in their early 20s when they were hired, accused the much older Rose of subjecting them to repeated physical and verbal sexual harassment, including inquires about their sex lives and boasts about his own. They accused CBS of knowingly failing to prevent Rose's harassment.

    


CBS settled in December 2018 for an undisclosed sum. The network said at the time that the women had requested the terms be kept confidential.
Had the lawsuit gone to trial, Rose's lawyer said in court papers that he would challenge the credibility of Harris, McNeal and Wei's claims with evidence showing they had previously expressed little or no concern about the ex-anchor.
Among the evidence, lawyer Jonathan Bach wrote in a Nov. 13 filing, were documents showing that Wei told a CBS human resources officer that she experienced nothing "sexually inappropriate" while working for Rose and that McNeal confided in her therapist at the time that she had no personal experience of sexual harassment by Rose. 

Other evidence cited by Bach showed that Harris had told her therapist that any harassment by Rose was "very subtle" and that she wrote to Rose two months after working for him that his interactions with her were "always professional and respectful."
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                    Fellow soldiers carry a coffin of leading actor of the music and drama theatre Petro Velykiy, 48, who was killed in a battle with the Russian troops in Russia's Kursk region, during farewell ceremony in Chernyhiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024.(AP Photo/Dan Bashakov)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden's administration is urging Ukraine to quickly increase the size of its military by drafting more troops and revamping its mobilization laws to allow for the conscription of those as young as 18.
A senior Biden administration official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the private consultations, said Wednesday that the outgoing Democratic administration wants Ukraine to lower the mobilization age to 18 from the current age of 25 to expand the pool of fighting-age men available to help a badly outnumbered Ukraine in its nearly three-year-old war with Russia.
The official said "the pure math" of Ukraine's situation now is that it needs more troops in the fight. Currently Ukraine is not mobilizing or training enough soldiers to replace its battlefield losses while keeping pace with Russia's growing military, the official added.

    


The White House has pushed more than $56 billion in security assistance to Ukraine since the start of Russia's February 2022 invasion and expects to send billions more to Kyiv before Biden leaves office in less than months.




But with time running out, the Biden White House is also sharpening its viewpoint that Ukraine has the weaponry it needs and now must dramatically increase its troop levels if it's going to stay in the fight with Russia.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


White House National Security Council spokesman Sean Savett in a statement said the administration will continue sending Ukraine weaponry but believes "manpower is the most vital need" Ukraine has at the moment. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"So, we're also ready to ramp up our training capacity if they take appropriate steps to fill out their ranks," Savett said. 
The Ukrainians have said they need about 160,000 additional troops to keep up with its battlefield needs, but the U.S. administration believes they probably will need more than that.
More than 1 million Ukrainians are now in uniform, including the National Guard and other units.

    


Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has been hearing concerns from allies in other Western capitals as well that Ukraine has a troop level problem and not an arms problem, according to European officials who requested anonymity to discuss the sensitive diplomatic conversations.
The European allies have stressed that the lack of depth means that it may soon become untenable for Ukraine to continue to operate in Russia's Kursk border region. The situation in Kursk has become further complicated by the arrival of thousands of North Korean troops, who have come to help Moscow try to claw back the land seized in a Ukrainian incursion this year.
The stepped-up push on Ukraine to strengthen its fighting ranks comes as Ukraine braces for President-elect Donald Trump to take office on Jan. 20. The Republican said he would bring about a swift end to the war and has raised uncertainty about whether his administration would continue the vital U.S. military support for Ukraine.
"There are no easy answers to Ukraine's serious manpower shortage, but lowering the draft age would help," said Bradley Bowman, senior director of the Center on Military and Political Power at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies. "These are obviously difficult decisions for a government and society that has already endured so much due to Russia's invasion."

    


Ukraine has taken steps to broaden the pool of draft-eligible men, but the efforts have only scratched the surface against a much larger Russian military.
In April, Ukraine's parliament passed a series of laws, including one lowering its draft-eligible age for men from 27 to 25, aimed at broadening the universe of men who could be called on to join the grinding war.
Those laws also did away with some draft exemptions and created an online registry for recruits. They were expected to add about 50,000 troops, far short of what Zelenskyy said at the time was needed.
Zelenskyy has consistently stated that he has no plans to lower the mobilization age. A senior Ukrainian official, who was not authorized to comment publicly and spoke on condition of anonymity, said Ukraine does not have enough equipment to match the scale of its ongoing mobilization efforts.

    


The official said Ukrainian officials see the push to the lower the draft age as part of an effort by some Western partners to deflect attention from their own delays in providing equipment or belated decisions. The official cited as an example the delay in giving Ukraine permission to use longer-range weapons to strike deeper into Russian territory.
The Ukrainians do not see lowering the draft age to recruit more soldiers as a substitute for countering Russia's advantage in equipment and weaponry, the official said.
Conscription has been a sensitive matter in Ukraine throughout the war. Russia's own problems with adequate troop levels and planning early in the war prevented Moscow from taking full advantage of its edge. But the tide has shifted and the U.S. says the Ukrainian shortage can no longer be overlooked.

    


Some Ukrainians have expressed worry that further lowering the minimum conscription age and taking more young adults out of the workforce could backfire by further harming the war-ravaged economy.

The senior Biden administration official added that the administration believes that Ukraine can also optimize its current force by more aggressively dealing with soldiers who desert or go absent without leave.
___
AP White House correspondent Zeke Miller and AP writer Hanna Arhirova in Kyiv contributed to this report. 
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            The holiday season really kicks off when the massive helium balloons start floating through New York. Balloons for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade were being inflated on Wednesday. (AP video by Joseph B. Frederick)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 21 | 
            A person inflates a float of Goku in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            People inflate a float of Macy's Stars in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A man looks up at floats being prepared for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            A float featuring a character from the show "One Piece" is inflated in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            A person inflates a float of Bluey in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A person inflates a float in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            William Hardin helps to inflate a float of Ronald McDonald in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            People inflate floats in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 21 | 
            A person inflates a float in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            People inflate a float of Sinclair's Dino in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            People watch floats being inflated in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A float featuring a character from the Minions movies is inflated in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Ash Ditaranto helps to inflate a float in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Floats are inflated in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A float of Sinclair's Dina is seen in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            People inflate floats in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            People watch floats being inflated in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Ash Ditaranto tries to disentangle herself from a net after helping to inflate a float in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 21 | 
            People help to inflate a Pikachu float for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            21 of 21 | 
            Floats, including a character from "Diary of a Wimpy Kid", are inflated in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            A person inflates a float of Goku in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            People inflate a float of Macy's Stars in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A man looks up at floats being prepared for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            A float featuring a character from the show "One Piece" is inflated in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            A person inflates a float of Bluey in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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                                    A person inflates a float of Bluey in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A person inflates a float in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            William Hardin helps to inflate a float of Ronald McDonald in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            People inflate a float of Sinclair's Dino in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            People watch floats being inflated in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Floats are inflated in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A float of Sinclair's Dina is seen in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            People inflate floats in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            People watch floats being inflated in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Ash Ditaranto tries to disentangle herself from a net after helping to inflate a float in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            People help to inflate a Pikachu float for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Floats, including a character from "Diary of a Wimpy Kid", are inflated in preparation for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- They're up, up and -- almost -- away. 
The massive helium balloons that will float through New York City for the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade took shape on Wednesday, when they were filled with helium ahead of the big event.
"You see these giant balloons come to life and they're really, really huge," said Stephanie Senkevich, one of dozens of people helping inflate the stars of Thursday's show. "You can see them start on the ground right next to you where you look taller than them. And slowly, slowly, they start to raise right above you."
This year, 17 giant character balloons and other inflatables will travel from Manhattan's Upper West Side to Macy's Herald Square flagship store on 34th Street, alongside floats, performers, marching bands and more. 

New balloons for 2025 will feature characters including Minnie Mouse, Goku from "Dragon Ball" and Spider-Man, joining longtime favorites such as Smokey Bear and SpongeBob SquarePants.
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            President-elect Donald Trump arrives to speak at a meeting of the House GOP conference, followed by Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., is seated before President-elect Donald Trump arrives at a meeting of the House GOP conference, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Trump transition says Cabinet picks, appointees were targeted by bomb threats, swatting attacks

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump arrives to speak at a meeting of the House GOP conference, followed by Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    President-elect Donald Trump arrives to speak at a meeting of the House GOP conference, followed by Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., is seated before President-elect Donald Trump arrives at a meeting of the House GOP conference, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., is seated before President-elect Donald Trump arrives at a meeting of the House GOP conference, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JILL COLVIN and ALANNA DURKIN RICHER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A number of President-elect Donald Trump 's most prominent Cabinet picks and appointees have been targeted by bomb threats and "swatting attacks," Trump's transition team said Wednesday. The FBI said it was investigating.
"Last night and this morning, several of President Trump's Cabinet nominees and Administration appointees were targeted in violent, unAmerican threats to their lives and those who live with them," Trump transition spokesperson Karoline Leavitt said in a statement.
The attacks ranged from bomb threats to swatting, in which attackers initiate an emergency law enforcement response against a target victim under false pretenses, she said. The tactic has become a popular one in recent years.
Leavitt said law enforcement and other authorities acted quickly to ensure the safety of those who were targeted and Trump and his transition team are grateful.

    


Among those targeted were New York Rep. Elise Stefanik, Trump's pick to serve as the next ambassador to the United Nations; Matt Gaetz, Trump's initial pick to serve as attorney general; Oregon Rep. Lori Chavez-DeRemer, whom Trump chose to lead the Department of Labor, and former New York congressman Lee Zeldin, who has been tapped to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. 




Law enforcement officials are also looking into whether Susie Wiles, Trump's incoming chief of staff, and Pam Bondi, the former Florida attorney general whom Trump has chosen as Gaetz's replacement, and other incoming administration officials were also victims -- as well as how each was targeted, according to a law enforcement official who spoke on condition of anonymity as the investigation continues. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Wiles and Bondi did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
The FBI said in a statement that it was "aware of numerous bomb threats and swatting incidents targeting incoming administration nominees and appointees" and was investigating with its law enforcement partners. 

    


White House spokesperson Saloni Sharma said President Joe Biden had been briefed and the White House is in touch with federal law enforcement and Trump's transition team. 
Biden "continues to monitor the situation closely," Sharma said, adding the president and his administration "condemn threats of political violence."
Stefanik's office said that, on Wednesday morning, she, her husband, and their 3-year-old son were driving home from Washington for Thanksgiving when they were informed of a bomb threat to their residence in Saratoga County.
Police swept Stefanik's home on Wednesday morning in response to the bomb threat but did not locate any explosive devices, New York State Police said. 
Zeldin said in a social media post that he and his family had also been threatened.
"A pipe bomb threat targeting me and my family at our home today was sent in with a pro-Palestinian themed message," he wrote on X. "My family and I were not home at the time and are safe."
In Florida, the Okaloosa County sheriff's office said on Facebook that it "received notification of a bomb threat referencing former Congressman Matt Gaetz's supposed mailbox at a home in the Niceville area" Wednesday.

    


While a family member resides at the address, the office said, Gaetz "is NOT a resident." No threatening devices were found.
Gaetz was Trump's initial pick to serve as attorney general, but he withdrew from consideration after allegations that he paid women for sex and slept with underage women. Gaetz has vehemently denied any wrongdoing, and a Justice Department investigation into sex trafficking allegations ended with no charges against him.
The threats follow a political campaign marked by disturbing and unprecedented violence. In July, a gunman opened fire at a Trump rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, grazing the then-candidate in the ear with a bullet and killing one of his supporters. The Secret Service later thwarted a subsequent assassination attempt at Trump's West Palm Beach, Florida, golf course when an agent spotted the barrel of a gun poking through a perimeter fence while Trump was golfing.

    


Trump was also the subject of an Iranian murder-for-hire plot, with a man saying he had been tasked with planning the assassination of the Republican president-elect.
Also this week, authorities arrested a man they say posted videos on social media threatening to kill Trump, according to court documents. In one video posted on Nov. 13, Manuel Tamayo-Torres threatened to shoot the former president while holding what appeared to be an AR-15 style rifle, authorities said
Among the other videos he posted was one from an arena in Glendale, Arizona on Aug. 23, the same day Trump held a campaign rally there, according to court papers. An attorney for Tamayo-Torres did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
Public figures across the political spectrum have been targeted in recent years by hoax bomb threats and false reports of shootings at their homes.

    


About a year ago the FBI responded to an uptick in such incidents at the homes of public officials, state capitols and courthouses across the country around the holidays. Many were locked down and evacuated in early January after receiving bomb threats. No explosives were found and no one was hurt.
Some of those targeted last year were Georgia Lt. Gov. Burt Jones, Boston Mayor Michelle Wu and Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost. 
The judges overseeing the civil fraud case against Trump in New York and the criminal election interference case against him in Washington were both targeted earlier this year. Justice Department special counsel Jack Smith, who recently abandoned the two criminal cases he brought against Trump, was also the subject of a fake emergency call on Christmas Day last year.
Earlier this year, schools, government buildings and the homes of city officials in Springfield, Ohio, received a string of hoax bomb threats after Trump falsely accused members of Springfield's Haitian community of abducting and eating cats and dogs.
And in 2022, a slew of historically Black colleges and universities nationwide were targeted with dozens of bomb threats, with the vast majority arriving during the celebration of Black History Month.
The U.S. Capitol Police said in a statement Wednesday that anytime a member of Congress is the victim of a swatting' incident, "we work closely with our local and federal law enforcement partners." The force declined to provide further details, in part to "minimize the risk of copy-cats."
Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson called the threats "dangerous and unhinged."
"This year, there was not just one but TWO assassination attempts on President Trump," he wrote on X. "Now some of his Cabinet nominees and their families are facing bomb threats." He added: "It is not who we are in America."

___ Richer reported from Washington. Associated Press writers Colleen Long and Eric Tucker in Washington, Scott Bauer in Madison, Wisconsin, and Anthony Izaguirre in Albany, New York, contributed to this report.
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                    FILE - Ret. Lt. Gen. Keith Kellogg speaks to reporters at Trump Tower, Nov. 15, 2016, in New York. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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                                        WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump said Wednesday that he has chosen Keith Kellogg, a highly decorated retired three-star general, to serve as his special envoy for Ukraine and Russia.
Kellogg, who is one of the architects of a staunchly conservative policy book that lays out an "America First" national security agenda for the incoming administration, will come into the role as Russia's invasion of Ukraine enters its third year in February.
Trump, making the announcement on his Truth Social account, said, "He was with me right from the beginning! Together, we will secure PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH, and Make America, and the World, SAFE AGAIN!"
Kellogg, an 80-year-old retired Army lieutenant general who has long been Trump's top adviser on defense issues, served as national security adviser to Vice President Mike Pence, was chief of staff of the National Security Council and then stepped in as an acting security adviser for Trump after Michael Flynn resigned.

    


As special envoy for Ukraine and Russia, Kellogg will have to navigate an increasingly untenable war between the two nations. 


The Biden administration has begun urging Ukraine to quickly increase the size of its military by drafting more troops and revamping its mobilization laws to allow for the conscription of those as young as 18.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


The White House has pushed more than $56 billion in security assistance to Ukraine since the start of Russia's February 2022 invasion and expects to send billions more before Biden leaves office in less than two months. The U.S. has recently stepped up weapons shipments and has forgiven billions in loans provided to Kyiv. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trump has criticized the billions the Biden administration has spent in supporting Ukraine and has said he could end the war in 24 hours, comments that appear to suggest he would press Ukraine to surrender territory that Russia now occupies.

    


As a co-chairman of the American First Policy Institute's Center for American Security, Kellogg wrote several of the chapters in the group's policy book. The book, like the Heritage Foundation's "Project 2025," is designed to lay out a Trump national security agenda and avoid the mistakes of 2016 when he entered the White House largely unprepared.
Kellogg in April wrote that "bringing the Russia-Ukraine war to a close will require strong, America First leadership to deliver a peace deal and immediately end the hostilities between the two warring parties."
Trump's proposed national security adviser, U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz of Florida, tweeted Wednesday that "Keith has dedicated his life to defending our great country and is committed to bringing the war in Ukraine to a peaceful resolution."
Kellogg featured in multiple Trump investigations dating to his first term. He was among the administration officials who listened in on the July 2019 call between Trump and Volodymyr Zelenskyy in which Trump prodded his Ukrainian counterpart to pursue investigations into the Bidens.
The call, which Kellogg would later say did not raise any concerns on his end, was at the center of the first of two House impeachment cases against Trump, who was acquitted by the Senate both times. 


    


On Jan. 6, 2021, hours before pro-Trump rioters stormed the U.S. Capitol, Kellogg, who was then Pence's national security adviser, listened in on a heated call in which Trump told his vice president to object or delay the certification in Congress of President Joe Biden 's victory. 
He later told House investigators that he recalled Trump saying to Pence words to the effect of: "You're not tough enough to make the call."
___
Baldor reported from Washington. AP writer Eric Tucker in Washington contributed to this report.
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            People dance during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 18 | 
            Kimberly Jurado holds her daughter, Delia Rubi Jurado, as they walk during a dance at a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            3 of 18 | 
            Tiffany Stuart, at right in white, holds hands with her daughter Kwestaani Chuski Stuart, bottom right, as they participate in a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Taylor Hawk, a member of the Warrior Society drum group, touches the drum after playing during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            5 of 18 | 
            Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians member Ramona Hudson, of Aumsville, Ore., right, looks up as her cousin Aurora Chulik-Ruff, 12, holds her five-month-old brother Bear Chulik-Moore, as they walk during a dance dedicated to missing and murdered indigenous women during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            An image of land recently purchased by the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians is displayed on a screen during a lunch for tribal members and guests before a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            A dream catcher is seen on an eagle staff during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Sun-taa-chu Butler, right, hugs a friend as they get ready for a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Tribal Chairman of the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians Delores Pigsley speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            The Chinook Winds Casino Resort is seen on Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            People dance during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 18 | 
            People clap as an image of land recently purchased by the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians is displayed on a screen during a lunch for tribal members and guests before a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            People dance in a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            People hold hands during a dance at a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            15 of 18 | 
            People gather around Chet Clark, in the white hat at center, as he plays an honor song for the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. Clark, of the drum group Johonaaii, wrote the song in 2007 and sang it for the first time during the tribe's 30th restoration powwow. It has been sung during every restoration powwow since then. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Stuart Whitehead dances during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Feathers are displayed on regalia during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Members of the Warrior Society drum group, clockwise from bottom left, Taylor Hawk, Jimmy Williams, J.J. Jackson, Lawney Havranek, George Clements, Henry Rondeau, Plummie Wright, and Ron Butler, perform during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            People dance during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Kimberly Jurado holds her daughter, Delia Rubi Jurado, as they walk during a dance at a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Tiffany Stuart, at right in white, holds hands with her daughter Kwestaani Chuski Stuart, bottom right, as they participate in a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Taylor Hawk, a member of the Warrior Society drum group, touches the drum after playing during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 18

                                    
                                    Taylor Hawk, a member of the Warrior Society drum group, touches the drum after playing during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 18 | 
            Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians member Ramona Hudson, of Aumsville, Ore., right, looks up as her cousin Aurora Chulik-Ruff, 12, holds her five-month-old brother Bear Chulik-Moore, as they walk during a dance dedicated to missing and murdered indigenous women during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            An image of land recently purchased by the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians is displayed on a screen during a lunch for tribal members and guests before a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            A dream catcher is seen on an eagle staff during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Sun-taa-chu Butler, right, hugs a friend as they get ready for a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Tribal Chairman of the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians Delores Pigsley speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            The Chinook Winds Casino Resort is seen on Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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                                    The Chinook Winds Casino Resort is seen on Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            People dance during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            People clap as an image of land recently purchased by the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians is displayed on a screen during a lunch for tribal members and guests before a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            People dance in a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 18

                                    
                                    People dance in a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 18 | 
            People hold hands during a dance at a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            15 of 18 | 
            People gather around Chet Clark, in the white hat at center, as he plays an honor song for the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. Clark, of the drum group Johonaaii, wrote the song in 2007 and sang it for the first time during the tribe's 30th restoration powwow. It has been sung during every restoration powwow since then. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Stuart Whitehead dances during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 18

                                    
                                    Stuart Whitehead dances during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Feathers are displayed on regalia during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Members of the Warrior Society drum group, clockwise from bottom left, Taylor Hawk, Jimmy Williams, J.J. Jackson, Lawney Havranek, George Clements, Henry Rondeau, Plummie Wright, and Ron Butler, perform during a powwow at Chinook Winds Casino Resort, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Lincoln City, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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                                        LINCOLN CITY, Ore. (AP) -- Drumming made the floor vibrate and singing filled the conference room of the Chinook Winds Casino Resort in Lincoln City, on the Oregon coast, as hundreds in tribal regalia danced in a circle.
For the last 47 years, the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians have held an annual powwow to celebrate regaining federal recognition. This month's event, however, was especially significant: It came just two weeks after a federal court lifted restrictions on the tribe's rights to hunt, fish and gather -- restrictions tribal leaders had opposed for decades.
"We're back to the way we were before," Siletz Chairman Delores Pigsley said. "It feels really good."
The Siletz is a confederation of over two dozen bands and tribes whose traditional homelands spanned a large swath of what is now western Oregon. The federal government in the 1850s forced them onto a reservation on the Oregon coast, where they were confederated together as a single, federally recognized tribe despite their different backgrounds and languages.

    


In the 1950s and '60s, Congress revoked recognition of over 100 tribes, including the Siletz, under a policy known as "termination." Affected tribes lost millions of acres of land as well as federal funding and services.




"The goal was to try and assimilate Native people, get them moved into cities," said Matthew Campbell, deputy director of the Native American Rights Fund. "But also I think there was certainly a financial aspect to it. I think the United States was trying to see how it could limit its costs in terms of providing for tribal nations."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Losing their lands and self-governance was painful, and the tribes fought for decades to regain federal recognition. In 1977, the Siletz became the second tribe to succeed, following the restoration of the Menominee Tribe in Wisconsin in 1973.
But to get a fraction of its land back -- roughly 3,600 acres (1,457 hectares) of the 1.1-million-acre (445,000-hectare) reservation established for the tribe in 1855 -- the Siletz tribe had to agree to a federal court order that restricted their hunting, fishing and gathering rights. It was only one of two tribes in the country, along with Oregon's Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde, compelled to do so to regain tribal land.

    


The settlement limited where tribal members could fish, hunt and gather for ceremonial and subsistence purposes, and it imposed caps on how many salmon, elk and deer could be harvested in a year. It was devastating, tribal chair Pigsley recalled: The tribe was forced to buy salmon for ceremonies because it couldn't provide for itself, and people were arrested for hunting and fishing violations.
"Giving up those rights was a terrible thing," Pigsley, who has led the tribe for 36 years, told The Associated Press earlier this year. "It was unfair at the time, and we've lived with it all these years."
Decades later, Oregon and the U.S. came to recognize that the agreement subjecting the tribe to state hunting and fishing rules was biased, and they agreed to join the tribe in recommending to the court that the restrictions be lifted.

    


"The Governor of Oregon and Oregon's congressional representatives have since acknowledged that the 1980 Agreement and Consent Decree were a product of their times and represented a biased and distorted position on tribal sovereignty, tribal traditions, and the Siletz Tribe's ability and authority to manage and sustain wildlife populations it traditionally used for tribal ceremonial and subsistence purposes," attorneys for the U.S., state and tribe wrote in a joint court filing.
Late last month, the tribe finally succeeded in having the court order vacated by a federal judge. A separate agreement with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife has given the tribe a greater role in regulating tribal hunting and fishing.
As Pigsley reflected on those who passed away before seeing the tribe regain its rights, she expressed hope about the next generation carrying on essential traditions.
"There's a lot of youth out there that are learning tribal ways and culture," she said. "It's important today because we are trying to raise healthy families, meaning we need to get back to our natural foods."


    


Among those celebrating and praying at the powwow was Tiffany Stuart, donning a basket cap her ancestors were known for weaving, and her 3-year-old daughter Kwestaani Chuski, whose name means "six butterflies" in the regional Athabaskan language from southwestern Oregon and northwestern California.
Given the restoration of rights, Stuart said, it was "very powerful for my kids to dance."
"You dance for the people that can't dance anymore," she said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/siletz-oregon-tribal-rights-powwow-restoration-ee2c9fd73c372298aa4d505e3c992761
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            1 of 20 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives at an election night watch party at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            2 of 20 | 
            Susie Wiles watches as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Lititz, Pa., Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement acting director Thomas Homan speaks during an interview in East Point, Ga., April 26, 2018. President-elect Donald Trump says that Tom Homan, his former acting U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement director, will serve as "border czar" in his incoming administration. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)
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            FILE - Republican Conference Chair Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., waves to supporters at CPAC in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 23, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump has chosen Rep. Elise Stefanik to serve as his ambassador to the United Nations. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            Stephen Miller speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Rep. Lee Zeldin, R-N.Y., speaks at a rally in Concord, N.H., Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla., speaks outside the hush money criminal case of former president Donald Trump in New York, May 16, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump's choice for defense secretary is still up in the air, but it's a sure bet he will look to pick a loyalist following his tumultuous first term. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            Steve Witkoff speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Director of National Intelligence John Ratcliffe, testifies before a hearing April 18, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            10 of 20 | 
            Pete Hegseth walks to an elevator for a meeting with President-elect Donald Trump at Trump Tower in New York, Dec. 15, 2016. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign town hall, Oct. 14, 2024, in Oaks, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Tulsi Gabbard speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - Howard Lutnick speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, in New York, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            Rep. Sean Duffy, R-Wis., speaks during a hearing July 18, 2018, on Capitol Hill in Washington. President-elect Donald Trump has nominated Duffy to be Transportation Secretary. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            FILE - Small Business Administration Administrator Linda McMahon speaks during a news conference with President Donald Trump in Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla., March 29, 2019. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            FILE - Former acting Attorney General Matt Whitaker waves as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a caucus night party in Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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            FILE - Mehmet Oz visits the AW Driving School & License Testing Center in Allentown, Pa., Sept. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            Michigan Republican Party Chairperson Pete Hoekstra speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign event Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Traverse City, Mich. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            FILE - Brooke Rollins speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives at an election night watch party at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Susie Wiles watches as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Lititz, Pa., Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement acting director Thomas Homan speaks during an interview in East Point, Ga., April 26, 2018. President-elect Donald Trump says that Tom Homan, his former acting U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement director, will serve as "border czar" in his incoming administration. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)
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            FILE - Republican Conference Chair Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., waves to supporters at CPAC in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 23, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump has chosen Rep. Elise Stefanik to serve as his ambassador to the United Nations. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            Stephen Miller speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Rep. Lee Zeldin, R-N.Y., speaks at a rally in Concord, N.H., Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla., speaks outside the hush money criminal case of former president Donald Trump in New York, May 16, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump's choice for defense secretary is still up in the air, but it's a sure bet he will look to pick a loyalist following his tumultuous first term. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            Steve Witkoff speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Director of National Intelligence John Ratcliffe, testifies before a hearing April 18, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            Pete Hegseth walks to an elevator for a meeting with President-elect Donald Trump at Trump Tower in New York, Dec. 15, 2016. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign town hall, Oct. 14, 2024, in Oaks, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Tulsi Gabbard speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - Pam Bondi, former Florida Attorney General, speaks to reporters outside an election integrity volunteer training, June 18, 2024, in Newtown, Pa. (AP Photo/Derik Hamilton, File)
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            FILE - Howard Lutnick speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, in New York, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            Rep. Sean Duffy, R-Wis., speaks during a hearing July 18, 2018, on Capitol Hill in Washington. President-elect Donald Trump has nominated Duffy to be Transportation Secretary. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            FILE - Small Business Administration Administrator Linda McMahon speaks during a news conference with President Donald Trump in Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla., March 29, 2019. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            FILE - Former acting Attorney General Matt Whitaker waves as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a caucus night party in Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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            FILE - Mehmet Oz visits the AW Driving School & License Testing Center in Allentown, Pa., Sept. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            Michigan Republican Party Chairperson Pete Hoekstra speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign event Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Traverse City, Mich. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            FILE - Brooke Rollins speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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                                        President-elect Donald Trump has filled the key posts for his second term in office, prioritizing loyalty to him after he felt bruised and hampered by internal squabbling during his first term. 

Some of his choices could face difficult confirmation fights in the Senate, even with Republicans in control, and one candidate has already withdrawn from consideration. 

Former Florida Rep. Matt Gaetz was Trump's initial pick for attorney general, but he ultimately withdrew following scrutiny over a federal sex trafficking investigation he was embroiled in. 

    



Here's a look at Trump's choices:
CABINET: 











Secretary of state: Marco Rubio



Trump would turn a former critic into an ally as the nation's top diplomat.

Rubio, 53, is a noted hawk on China, Cuba and Iran, and was a finalist to be Trump's running mate before the slot went to JD Vance. Rubio is vice chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee and a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

His selection punctuates the hard pivot Rubio has made with Trump, whom the senator once called a "con man" during his own unsuccessful campaign for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination. Their relationship improved dramatically while Trump was in the White House. 
Defense secretary: Pete Hegseth



Hegseth, 44, was a co-host of Fox News Channel's "Fox and Friends Weekend" and had been a contributor with the network since 2014. He developed a friendship with Trump, who made regular appearances on the show.

Hegseth served in the Army National Guard from 2002 to 2021, deploying to Iraq in 2005 and Afghanistan in 2011 and earning two Bronze Stars. He lacks senior military and national security experience and would oversee global crises ranging from Europe to the Middle East. 

A woman told police that she was sexually assaulted in 2017 by Hegseth after he took her phone, blocked the door to a California hotel room and refused to let her leave, according to a detailed investigative report recently made public. Hegseth told police at the time that the encounter had been consensual and has denied any wrongdoing.
Treasury secretary: Scott Bessent



Bessent, 62, is a former money manager for George Soros, a big Democratic donor, and an advocate for deficit reduction. He founded the hedge fund Key Square Capital Management after having worked on and off for Soros Fund Management since 1991. If confirmed by the Senate, Bessent would be the nation's first openly gay treasury secretary.

He told Bloomberg in August that he decided to join Trump's campaign in part to attack the mounting U.S. national debt. That would include slashing government programs and other spending. 


Director of national intelligence: Tulsi Gabbard



Gabbard, 43, is a former Democratic House member from Hawaii who has been accused of echoing Russian propaganda. She unsuccessfully sought the party's 2020 presidential nomination and left the party in 2022. Gabbard endorsed Trump in August and campaigned often with him.

Gabbard has served in the Army National Guard for more than two decades and deployed to Iraq and Kuwait. If confirmed she would come to the role as an outsider compared to her predecessor. The current director, Avril Haines, spent several years in top national security and intelligence positions.
Attorney general: Pam Bondi

Bondi, 59, was Florida's first female attorney general, serving between 2011 and 2019. She was on Trump's legal team during his first impeachment trial in 2020.

Considered a loyalist, Bondi also has served with the America First Policy Institute, a Trump-allied group that has helped lay the groundwork for his future administration.

Bondi was among a group of Republicans who showed up to support Trump at his hush-money criminal trial in New York that ended in May with a conviction on 34 felony counts. A fierce defender of Trump, she also frequently appeared on Fox News and has been critical of the criminal cases against him. 
Labor secretary: Lori Chavez-DeRemer 



The Republican U.S. House member narrowly lost her reelection bid on Nov. 5 but had received strong backing from union members in her district.

As a potential labor secretary, Chavez-DeRemer would oversee the department's workforce and budget and put forth priorities that affect workers' wages, health and safety, ability to unionize, and employer's rights to fire employers, among other responsibilities. 

Chavez-DeRemer is one of a few House Republicans to endorse the "Protecting the Right to Organize" or PRO Act that would allow more workers to conduct organizing campaigns and penalize companies that violate workers' rights. The act would also weaken "right-to-work" laws in more than half the states.
Commerce secretary: Howard Lutnick 



Lutnick heads the brokerage and investment bank Cantor Fitzgerald and is a cryptocurrency enthusiast. He is co-chair of Trump's transition operation, charged along with Linda McMahon, a former wrestling executive who previously led Trump's Small Business Administration, with helping the president-elect fill key jobs in his second administration.

As secretary, Lutnick would play a key role in carrying out Trump's plans to raise and enforce tariffs. He would oversee a sprawling Cabinet department whose oversight ranges from funding new computer chip factories and imposing trade restrictions to releasing economic data and monitoring the weather. 
Homeland security secretary: Kristi Noem



Noem is a well-known conservative who used her two terms as South Dakota's governor to vault to a prominent position in Republican politics.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Noem did not order restrictions like other states, instead declaring South Dakota "open for business." More recently, Noem faced sharp criticism for writing in her memoir about shooting and killing her dog.

She is set to lead a department crucial to the president-elect's hardline immigration agenda as well as other missions. Homeland Security oversees natural disaster response, the U.S. Secret Service and Transportation Security Administration agents who work at airports. 
CIA director: John Ratcliffe



Ratcliffe, a former U.S. House member from Texas, was director of national intelligence during the final year and a half of Trump's first term. He led U.S. government's spy agencies during the coronavirus pandemic. If confirmed, Ratcliffe will have held the highest intelligence positions in the U.S. 
Health and human services secretary: Robert F. Kennedy Jr.



Kennedy, 70, ran for president as a Democrat, then as an independent before he dropped out and then endorsed Trump. He's the son of Democratic icon Robert F. Kennedy, who was assassinated in 1968 during his own presidential campaign. 

Kennedy's nomination alarmed people who are concerned about his record of spreading unfounded fears about vaccines. For example, he has long advanced the debunked idea that vaccines cause autism.
Agriculture secretary: Brooke Rollins



Rollins, 52, is president and CEO of the America First Policy Institute, a group helping to lay the groundwork for Trump's second administration. 

She is a Texas attorney who was Trump's domestic policy adviser and director of his office of American innovation during his first term. Rollins previously was an aide to former Texas Gov. Rick Perry, who also served in Trump's first term. Rollins also ran the Texas Public Policy Foundation.
Transportation secretary: Sean Duffy 



Duffy is a former House member from Wisconsin who was one of Trump's most visible defenders on cable news. Duffy served in the House for nearly nine years, sitting on the Financial Services Committee and chairing the subcommittee on insurance and housing. He left Congress in 2019 for a TV career and has been the host of "The Bottom Line" on Fox Business.

Before entering politics, Duffy was a reality TV star on MTV, where he met his wife, "Fox and Friends Weekend" co-host Rachel Campos-Duffy. They have nine children. 
Veterans affairs secretary: Doug Collins



Collins is a former Republican congressman from Georgia who gained recognition for defending Trump during his first impeachment trial. Trump was impeached for urging Ukraine to investigate Joe Biden in 2019 during the Democratic presidential campaign, but was acquitted by the Senate.

Collins also served in the armed forces himself. He is a chaplain in the United States Air Force Reserve Command.
Interior secretary: Doug Burgum 



The North Dakota governor, 68, is a former Republican presidential primary contender who endorsed Trump after he dropped out of the running. Burgum then became a serious contender to be Trump's vice presidential choice in part because of his executive experience and business savvy. He also has close ties to deep-pocketed energy industry CEOs.

Trump said Burgum would chair a new National Energy Council and have a seat on the National Security Council, which would be a first for the Interior secretary.
Energy secretary: Chris Wright 



A campaign donor and CEO of Denver-based Liberty Energy, Wright is a vocal advocate of oil and gas development, including fracking -- a key pillar of Trump's quest to achieve U.S. "energy dominance" in the global market. 

He also has been one of the industry's loudest voices against efforts to fight climate change. Wright said the climate movement around the world is "collapsing under its own weight." The Energy Department is responsible for advancing energy, environmental and nuclear security of the United States. 
Education secretary: Linda McMahon



McMahon, a billionaire professional wrestling mogul, would make a return appearance in a second Trump administration. She led the Small Business Administration from 2017 to 2019 in Trump's first term and twice ran unsuccessfully in Connecticut as a Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate. She served on the Connecticut Board of Education for a year starting in 2009 and has spent years on the board of trustees for Sacred Heart University. She has expressed support for charter schools and school choice.
Environmental Protection Agency administrator: Lee Zeldin



Zeldin does not appear to have any experience in environmental issues, but is a longtime supporter of the former president. The 44-year-old former U.S. House member from New York wrote on X, "We will restore US energy dominance, revitalize our auto industry to bring back American jobs, and make the US the global leader of AI" and "we will do so while protecting access to clean air and water." 

Trump often attacked the Biden administration's promotion of electric vehicles, and incorrectly referred to a tax credit for EV purchases as a government mandate. Trump also often said his administration would "drill, baby, drill," referring to his support for expanded petroleum exploration. 
Housing and Urban Development: Scott Turner 



Turner is a former NFL player and White House aide. He ran the White House Opportunity and Revitalization Council during Trump's first term in office. Trump, in a statement, credited Turner, the highest-ranking Black person he's yet selected for his administration, with "helping to lead an Unprecedented Effort that Transformed our Country's most distressed communities."
U.S. Trade Representative: Jamieson Greer



Greer is a partner at King & Spalding, a Washington law firm. If confirmed by the Senate, he would be responsible for negotiating directly with foreign governments on trade deals and disputes, as well as memberships in international trade bodies such as the World Trade Organization. He previously was chief of staff to Robert Lighthizer, who was the trade representative in Trump's first term. 

___
WHITE HOUSE STAFF:

















Chief of staff: Susie Wiles



Wiles, 67, was a senior adviser to Trump's 2024 presidential campaign and its de facto manager. 

She has a background in Florida politics, helping Ron DeSantis win his first race for Florida governor. Six years later, she was key to Trump's defeat of him in the 2024 Republican primary.

Wiles' hire was Trump's first major decision as president-elect and one that could be a defining test of his incoming administration considering her close relationship with him. Wiles is said to have earned Trump's trust in part by guiding what was the most disciplined of Trump's three presidential campaigns. 
National security adviser: Mike Waltz



Waltz is a three-term Republican congressman from east-central Florida. A former Army Green Beret, he served multiple tours in Afghanistan and worked in the Pentagon as a policy adviser when Donald Rumsfeld and Robert Gates were defense chiefs.

He is considered hawkish on China, and called for a U.S. boycott of the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing due to its involvement in the origin of COVID-19 and its mistreatment of the minority Muslim Uighur population.
National Economic Council: Kevin Hassett



Hassett, 62, is a major advocate of tax cuts who was chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers in the first Trump term. In the new role as chairman of the National Economic Council, Trump said Hassett will play an important role in helping American families recover from inflation as well as in renewing and improving tax cuts Trump enacted in 2017, many of which are set to expire after 2025.
Border czar: Tom Homan



Homan, 62, has been tasked with Trump's top priority of carrying out the largest deportation operation in the nation's history. 

He led the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement in Trump's first administration. Democrats have criticized Homan for defending Trump's "zero tolerance" policy on border crossings in the first term, which led to the separation of thousands of parents and children seeking asylum at the border. 
Office of Management and Budget: Russell Vought



Vought, 48, held the position during Trump's first presidency. He the founded the Center for Renewing America, a think tank that describes its mission as "renew a consensus of America as a nation under God." Vought also was closely involved with Project 2025, a conservative blueprint for Trump's second term that Trump tried to distance himself from during the campaign. 
Deputy chief of staff for policy: Stephen Miller



Miller, an immigration hardliner, was a vocal spokesperson during the presidential campaign for Trump's priority of mass deportations. The 39-year-old was a senior adviser during Trump's first term. 

Miller has been a central figure in some of Trump's policy decisions, notably his move to separate thousands of immigrant families. Trump argued throughout the campaign that the nation's economic, national security and social priorities could be met by deporting people living illegally in the U.S. 
Deputy chief of staff: Dan Scavino



Scavino was an adviser in all three of the president-elect's campaigns and was described by the transition team as one of "Trump's longest serving and most trusted aides." He will be deputy chief of staff and assistant to the president. Scavino previously ran Trump's social media profile in the White House.
Deputy chief of staff: James Blair



Blair was political director for Trump's 2024 campaign and for the Republican National Committee. He will be deputy chief of staff for legislative, political and public affairs and an assistant to the president. Blair was key to Trump's economic messaging during his winning White House comeback campaign.
Deputy chief of staff: Taylor Budowich



Budowich is a veteran Trump campaign aide who launched and directed Make America Great Again, Inc., a super PAC that supported Trump's 2024 campaign. He will be deputy chief of staff for communications and personnel and assistant to the president.
White House press secretary: Karoline Leavitt 



Leavitt, 27, was Trump's campaign press secretary and currently a spokesperson for his transition. She would be the youngest White House press secretary in history. Leavitt worked in the White House press office during Trump's first term. In 2022, she ran for Congress in New Hampshire, winning a 10-way Republican primary before losing to Democratic Rep. Chris Pappas.
White House Counsel: William McGinley



McGinley was Cabinet secretary during Trump's first administration and was outside legal counsel for the Republican National Committee's election integrity effort during the 2024 campaign. 

____
AMBASSADORS, ENVOYS AND OTHER KEY POSTS: 





Special envoy to the Middle East: Steven Witkoff



The 67-year-old Witkoff is the president-elect's golf partner and they were golfing at Trump's club in West Palm Beach, Florida, on Sept. 15, when the former president was the target of a second attempted assassination. Trump also named Witkoff co-chair, with former Georgia Sen. Kelly Loeffler, of his inaugural committee. 
Special envoy for Ukraine and Russia: Keith Kellogg



Kellogg, 80, is a highly decorated retired three-star general and one of the architects of a staunchly conservative policy book that lays out an "America First" national security agenda for Trump's second term. He has long been Trump's top adviser on defense issues and served as national security adviser to Vice President Mike Pence. Kellogg also was chief of staff of the National Security Council under Trump and stepped in as an acting national security adviser for Trump after Michael Flynn resigned the post.
Ambassador to Israel: Mike Huckabee



Huckabee is a staunch defender of Israel and his intended nomination comes as Trump has promised to align U.S. foreign policy more closely with Israel's interests. 

Huckabee, who ran unsuccessfully for the Republican presidential nomination in 2008 and 2016, has been a popular figure among evangelical Christian conservatives, many of whom support Israel due to Old Testament writings that Jews are God's chosen people and that Israel is their rightful homeland. 

Huckabee has rejected a Palestinian homeland in territory occupied by Israel. His daughter, Sarah Huckabee Sanders, served as White House press secretary in Trump's first term. 
Ambassador to the United Nations: Elise Stefanik



Stefanik, 40, is a U.S. representative from New York and one of Trump's staunchest defenders dating to his first impeachment trial. She was elected chair of the House Republican Conference in 2021, the third-highest position in House leadership, after then-Rep. Liz Cheney was removed from the post after she publicly criticized Trump for falsely claiming he won the 2020 election. 

Stefanik's questioning of university presidents over antisemitism on their campuses helped lead to two of those presidents resigning, further raising her national profile. 
Ambassador to NATO: Matthew Whitaker 



A former acting attorney general during Trump's first administration and tight end on the University of Iowa football team, Whitaker, 55, has a background in law enforcement but not in foreign policy. 

A fierce Trump localist, Whitaker, is also a former U.S. attorney in Iowa and served as acting attorney general between November 2018 and February 2019 without Senate confirmation, until William Barr was confirmed for the role. That was when special counsel Robert Mueller's investigation into Russian election interference was drawing to a close. 

Whitaker also faced questions about his past business dealings, including his ties to an invention-promotion company that was accused of misleading consumers.
Ambassador to Canada: Pete Hoekstra



A Republican congressman from Michigan who served from 1993 to 2011, Hoekstra was ambassador to the Netherlands during Trump's first term. 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services: Dr. Mehmet Oz



Oz, 64, is a former heart surgeon who hosted "The Dr. Oz Show," a long-running daytime TV talk show. He ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate as the Republican nominee in 2022 and is an outspoken supporter of Trump, who endorsed Oz's bid for elected office. 
Food and Drug Administration: Dr. Marty Makary



Makary is a Johns Hopkins surgeon and author who argued against pandemic lockdowns. He routinely appeared on Fox News during the COVID-19 pandemic and wrote opinion articles questioning masks for children. He cast doubt on vaccine mandates but supported vaccines generally. Makary also cast doubt on whether booster shots worked, which was against federal recommendations on the vaccine.
Surgeon General: Dr. Janette Nesheiwat



Nesheiwat is a general practitioner who serves as medical director for CityMD, a network of urgent care centers in New York and New Jersey. She has been a contributor on Fox News.
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Dr. Dave Weldon



Weldon is a former Florida congressman who recently ran for a Florida state legislative seat and lost; Trump backed Weldon's opponent.

In Congress, Weldon weighed in on one of the nation's most heated debates of the 1990s over quality of life and a right-to-die and whether Terri Schiavo, who was in a persistent vegetative after cardiac arrest, state should have been allowed to have her feeding tube removed. He sided with the parents who did not want it removed. 
National Institutes of Health: Dr. Jay Bhattacharya 



Bhattacharya, 56, is a critic of pandemic lockdowns and vaccine mandates. As head of the NIH, the leading medical research agency in the United States, Trump said Bhattacharya would work with Kennedy Jr. to direct U.S. medical research and make important discoveries that will improve health and save lives. Bhattacharya is professor at Stanford University School of Medicine and was one of three authors of the Great Barrington Declaration, an October 2020 open letter maintaining that lockdowns during the COVID-19 pandemic were causing irreparable harm.
WITHDRAWN





Matt Gaetz for Attorney General:






Gaetz, 42, withdrew from consideration to become the top law enforcement officer of the United States amid fallout over a federal sex trafficking investigation that cast doubt on his ability to be confirmed by the Senate. In choosing Gaetz, Trump had passed over more established lawyers whose names had been floated as possible contenders for the job.

Gaetz resigned from Congress after Trump announced him on Nov. 13. The House Ethics Committee has been investigating an allegation that he paid for sex with a 17-year-old. Gaetz has denied wrongdoing.

___
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Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire: Displaced Lebanese return home as deal takes hold
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            People celebrate after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect in Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People in a car return back to their villages with their belongings after a ceasefire between Hezbollah and Israel began early morning, as they pass in front of a destroyed building that was hit in an Israeli airstrike, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A Lebanese family returns back to their village with their belongings after a ceasefire between Hezbollah and Israel began early morning, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People hug each other upon their arrival at their neighborhood as they celebrate a ceasefire between Hezbollah and Israel, which began early morning, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Hezbollah supporters pose near a destroyed rocket launcher following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024 in Kfar Tebnit, Lebanon. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A Hezbollah supporter shoots in the air in celebration as displaced residents return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced families carry mattresses as they prepare to return to their villages after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect in Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 15 | 
            A man who is returning to his village waves as he carries his belongings on his car after the ceasefire between Hezbollah and Israel began early morning, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A woman carries a picture of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah as she returns to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah supporters carry a picture of slain leader Hassan Nasrallah as they return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            A displaced boy carrying a picture of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah, returns with his family to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced residents drive past destroyed buildings as they return to Nabatiyeh, Lebanon, after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            UNIFIL peacekeepers secure the area in Khardali, southern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People sit in traffic as they return to their villages after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect in Ghazieh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Flames and smoke rise from an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            People celebrate after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect in Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People in a car return back to their villages with their belongings after a ceasefire between Hezbollah and Israel began early morning, as they pass in front of a destroyed building that was hit in an Israeli airstrike, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A Lebanese family returns back to their village with their belongings after a ceasefire between Hezbollah and Israel began early morning, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People hug each other upon their arrival at their neighborhood as they celebrate a ceasefire between Hezbollah and Israel, which began early morning, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 15

                                    
                                    People hug each other upon their arrival at their neighborhood as they celebrate a ceasefire between Hezbollah and Israel, which began early morning, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


                                    Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 15 | 
            Hezbollah supporters pose near a destroyed rocket launcher following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024 in Kfar Tebnit, Lebanon. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A Hezbollah supporter shoots in the air in celebration as displaced residents return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced families carry mattresses as they prepare to return to their villages after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect in Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A woman carries a picture of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah as she returns to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah supporters carry a picture of slain leader Hassan Nasrallah as they return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 15

                                    
                                    A displaced boy carrying a picture of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah, returns with his family to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)


                                    Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 15 | 
            Displaced residents drive past destroyed buildings as they return to Nabatiyeh, Lebanon, after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 15

                                    
                                    Displaced residents drive past destroyed buildings as they return to Nabatiyeh, Lebanon, after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


                                    Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 15 | 
            UNIFIL peacekeepers secure the area in Khardali, southern Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People sit in traffic as they return to their villages after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect in Ghazieh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Flames and smoke rise from an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                    FILE - Mike DeWine speaks, Jan. 14, 2019, in Cedarville, Ohio. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, Pool, File)
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Transgender students from kindergarten through college at Ohio public and private schools will be banned from using multiperson bathrooms that fit their gender identities under a measure that Republican Gov. Mike DeWine said Wednesday that he has signed. 
DeWine signed the law out of public view Tuesday over the objections of Democrats, teachers' unions and civil rights groups, which had hoped that his objections to a ban on gender-affirming care for minors last year would carry through and prompt another veto. It takes effect in 90 days.
The governor issued no statement regarding the signing.
The Republican-backed measure -- labeled the "Protect All Students Act" -- requires public and private schools, colleges and universities to designate separate bathrooms, locker rooms and overnight accommodations "for the exclusive use" of either males and females, based on one's gender assigned at or near birth, in school buildings and other facilities used for school-sponsored events. It contains no enforcement mechanism.

    


"It revolves around safety, security, and, I think, common sense. It protects our children and grandchildren in private spaces where they are most vulnerable," said Republican Ohio state Sen. Jerry Cirino, the bill's sponsor. 




School employees, emergency situations and people assisting young children or someone with a disability are exempted from the restrictions and schools can still offer single-use or family bathrooms. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Aaron Baer, president of the Center for Christian Virtue, which backed the bill, said in a statement, "Common sense is on a winning streak in America today. No student should be forced to go into the bathroom or locker room with a student of the opposite sex, and Ohio's kids are better protected now because of Governor DeWine's decision to sign this bill."
The ACLU of Ohio was among the groups that had lobbied for a veto, condemning the measure as a violation of the right of privacy of LGBTQ+ Ohioans that will make them less safe.

    


Equality Ohio, the state's LGBTQ+ advocacy and legal aid organization, said the law poses risks to transgender youth "or anyone perceived as transgender by authorities."
"We are deeply disappointed that Governor DeWine has allowed this dangerous bill to become law that puts vulnerable trans youth at risk for abuse and harassment," Executive Director Dwayne Steward said in a statement. The group said it will continue to fight "for a state that embraces and respects all its residents."
With DeWine's signature, Ohio adds to the pushback that's cropped up nationally among many Republican politicians, including President-elect Donald Trump, as transgender people have gained more visibility and acceptance on some fronts in recent years. 
Twenty-six states have now adopted laws restarting or banning gender-affirming care for transgender minors. The U.S. Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments Dec. 4 on whether Tennessee's ban on such treatments can continue to be enforced; any ruling is likely to impact policies in other states, too.

    


At least 11 states have adopted laws, like Ohio's, barring transgender girls and women from girls and women's bathrooms at public schools - and in some cases, in other government facilities.
And at least 24 states have laws dictating which sports competitions transgender girls and women can join.
Ohio's bathroom bill was debated for 19 months before finally clearing the GOP-led Legislature on Nov. 13, during Transgender Awareness Week. It was tacked onto a separate piece of legislation by the Ohio House that related to the state's College Credit Plus program, which allows high-schoolers to earn college credit. 
Trump's campaign leaned heavily into opposing transgender rights in the last weeks of his race against Vice President Kamala Harris, including Trump's vow at a Madison Square Garden rally that "we will keep men out of women's sports" and campaign ads saying, "Kamala's for they/them. President Trump is for you."
It's not clear what policies Trump might adopt once he takes office in January. But bills relating to gender issues are already being queued up in state legislatures that come into session early in 2025.

    


In Texas, for instance, there are proposed measures to bar using state money to pay for "gender reassignment," to use state money to pay to reverse gender transitions, and to give people who receive gender-affirming care before they turn 15 until they turn 25 to sue their doctors for malpractice, among others. Democrats in the Republican-dominated legislature there have also introduced some bills intended to protect people from discrimination on the basis of "gender identity or expression."

In Ohio, a law that both bars gender-affirming care for minors and blocks transgender girls and women from participating in girls and women's sports competitions took effect in August. It took a rocky path, though. The measure became law only after the legislature overrode DeWine's veto. And after that, a judge put enforcement on hold for about four months before allowing it.
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            The Thanksgiving travel rush is expected to be bigger than ever this year. The Transportation Security Administration expected to screen more than 2.8 million people on Tuesday and 2.9 million on Wednesday. (AP video by: Sharon Johnson, Melissa Winder and Thomas Peipert)
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            Aerial footage shows traffic piling up in major cities across the Unites States as many prepare to travel to friends and loved ones this holiday weekend.
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            People pass by a long line of taxicabs at Denver International Airport Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Travellers use kiosks to check in for flights on Southwest Airlines in Denver International Airport Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 11 | 
            A traveler chats with agents at the Southwest Airlines check-in counter in Denver International Airport Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Travellers pass through the south security checkpoint in Denver International Airport Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 11 | 
            Travellers ride an escalator to the shuttle trains to the concourses in Denver International Airport Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            A traveler sleeps by carts of her belongings near the Southwest Airlines counter in Denver International Airport Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Workers prepare a United Airlines jetliner for departure from a gate on the A concourse at Denver International Airport Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Travelers wade through a long line to pass through the south security checkpoint in Denver International Airport Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            A traveler walks to his gate at Miami International Airport, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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                                        Travelers who waited until the last day to make their Thanksgiving holiday treks need to be prepared for busy highways and the most crowded day yet this week at the nation's airports.
The Transportation Security Administration expected to screen 2.9 million people on Wednesday and more than 3 million Sunday, when many holiday revelers plan to return home.
Air travelers had reason to give thanks -- fewer than 50 U.S. flights had been canceled by midafternoon on the East Coast, according to FlightAware. 
However, more than 2,000 flights were running late, reflecting the tendency toward tardiness that is becoming normal at U.S. airlines. They were averaging more than 4,500 late flights per day since last weekend, and Wednesday's count was likely to approach or surpass that number by nightfall. 
Wednesday afternoon was expected to be the worst time to travel by car, according to forecasters. Drivers headed out of town will be mixing with commuters unlucky enough to be working on the day before the holiday.
Accidents compounded the heavy traffic. A dump truck that struck a bridge over Interstate 95 in Delaware closed the highway for several hours, according to the Delaware Department of Transportation.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Patience is the key
Sean Spainhower of Morrison, Colorado, was at the Denver airport Tuesday, waiting for his flight east to visit family in Delaware. He advises getting to the airport early, being patient, and not being one of those passengers in a hurry.
"Let them be in a rush. Let them do their thing. You're prepared," Spainhower said. "You're ready for people to push and shove and want to get to their flight because they showed up late, but you just need to be relaxed and hang out. You're not going to get anywhere faster. The plane is not leaving any earlier."
Joan Fischer of Montclair, New Jersey, and her husband flew to Chicago to visit grandchildren and were surprised at how easy the trip was.
"We flew out of Newark" -- an airport notorious for delays -- "and you wouldn't know it was a holiday," Fischer said. "It was well run, and it was really not busy."

    


Weather is a wild card
An Arctic blast in the Midwest and wet weather in the Eastern U.S. could disrupt travel over the next several days.
From Wednesday into early Thursday, mixed precipitation was expected to stretch from northern Arizona through the Plains and upper Midwest into Pennsylvania, New York and parts of New England, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. A chilly, sloppy mix was expected to linger into Saturday in parts of the Northeast.
Forecasters expect clear weather over most of the western two-thirds of the country on Thursday and Friday, but rain and possibly thunderstorms are predicted for the Southeast, which could raise the risk of flight disruptions.

    


Thanksgiving, by the numbers
Auto club and insurance company AAA predicted that nearly 80 million Americans would venture at least 50 miles from home between Tuesday and next Monday, with most of them will traveling by car.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Drivers should get a slight break on gas prices. The nationwide average price for gasoline was $3.07 a gallon on Wednesday, down from $3.25 at this time last year. 
Airfares, however, are about 4.1% higher than they were a year ago, according to government figures.
The Transportation Security Administration expected to screen 18.3 million people at U.S. airports during the same seven-day stretch. That would be 6% more than during the corresponding days last year but fit a pattern set throughout 2024.
The TSA expects the biggest crowd on Sunday, which could break the record of 3.01 million set on the Sunday after the July Fourth holiday. 

    


FAA staffing shortage could create delays
TSA Administrator David Pekoske said his agency is ready, with its highest staffing ever, but an ongoing shortage of air traffic controllers at the Federal Aviation Administration could cause flight delays.
FAA Administration Administrator Mike Whitaker said last week that his agency likely will use special measures to deal with shortages at some facilities.
"If we are short on staff, we will slow traffic as needed to keep the system safe," he said. 
In the last two years, similar measures have slowed down flights in New York City and Florida.
The FAA has long struggled with a shortage of controllers that airline officials expect will last for years, despite the agency's lofty hiring goals.
Holiday travel myths
While many people believe that flight delays and cancellations are worse during the holidays, the data doesn't bear that out, online travel company Kayak said. Last year, the rate of canceled flights was about five times greater in July and August than it was during Thanksgiving and nearly three times greater than the Christmas period, according to FlightAware data.
"But people's tolerance for those delays is significantly worse" during the holidays, Kayak CEO Steve Hafner said.
When airports struggle during the holidays, Hafner said, it's often because they are busy, prone to winter storms, or subject to shortages of FAA air traffic controllers.
"New York meets all of those conditions," he said. "Don't fly to JFK over the holidays."

    


Celebrating the holiday overseas
Some Americans are discovering that Thanksgiving can be a relatively inexpensive time to fly overseas.
"Airlines struggle to get people on these international flights, and they are trying to have less losses by offering some fantastic fares," Katy Nastro of the travel site Going.com said.
International trips over Thanksgiving aren't for everybody.
"I don't see a lot of young families doing this because Thanksgiving is a very familial holiday, seeing family and friends," Nastro said. "It's single people, couples ... people who work remotely."
Turkey on the plane
TSA says it's OK to bring turkey, stuffing and other favorite holiday foods through airport checkpoints, although liquids such as gravy and cranberry sauce can't exceed 3.4 ounces.
Just because you can carry it on the plane doesn't mean you should.
"Especially when it comes to gravy, I wouldn't want that in my carry-on luggage, and I definitely wouldn't want it in my checked baggage," TSA spokesperson Lorie Dankers said.
Thanksgiving brings out infrequent flyers, and they often have questions about what they can bring on the plane. The TSA app and website have lists of items that are banned or restricted. 
Drive time 
Wednesday afternoon was expected to be the worst time to travel by car before Thanksgiving, but it will be smooth sailing on highways Thursday, according to transportation analytics company INRIX.
On the return trip, the least-congested times to drive will be before 1 p.m. Sunday and before 8 a.m. or after 7 p.m. Monday, the company said. 

In metropolitan areas like Boston, Los Angeles, New York, Seattle and Washington, "traffic is expected to be more than double what it typically is on a normal day," INRIX transportation analyst Bob Pishue said.
___
Thomas Peipert in Denver, Melissa Perez Winder in Chicago and Mike Householder in Detroit contributed to this report. 
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            FILE - Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign event, Sept. 27, 2024 in Walker, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            FILE - Janette Nesheiwat arrives at the Fox Nation's Patriot Awards, Nov. 16, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)
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            FILE - Former Congressman Dave Weldon addresses a small crowd in The Villages, Fla., May 31, 2012. (AP Photo/Brendan Farrington, File)
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            FILE - Mehmet Oz visits the AW Driving School & License Testing Center in Allentown, Pa., Sept. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Meet the medical contrarians picked to lead health agencies under Trump and Kennedy

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            FILE - Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign event, Sept. 27, 2024 in Walker, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign event, Sept. 27, 2024 in Walker, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            FILE - Janette Nesheiwat arrives at the Fox Nation's Patriot Awards, Nov. 16, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - Janette Nesheiwat arrives at the Fox Nation's Patriot Awards, Nov. 16, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            FILE - Former Congressman Dave Weldon addresses a small crowd in The Villages, Fla., May 31, 2012. (AP Photo/Brendan Farrington, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - Former Congressman Dave Weldon addresses a small crowd in The Villages, Fla., May 31, 2012. (AP Photo/Brendan Farrington, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            FILE - Mehmet Oz visits the AW Driving School & License Testing Center in Allentown, Pa., Sept. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - Mehmet Oz visits the AW Driving School & License Testing Center in Allentown, Pa., Sept. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump has assembled a team of medical contrarians and health care critics to fulfill an agenda aimed at remaking how the federal government oversees medicines, health programs and nutrition.
On Tuesday night, Trump nominated Dr. Jay Bhattacharya to lead the National Institutes of Health, tapping an opponent of pandemic lockdowns and vaccine mandates to lead the nation's top medical research agency. He is the latest in a string of Trump nominees who were critics of COVID-19 health measures.
Bhattacharya and the other nominees are expected to play pivotal roles in implementing Robert F. Kennedy Jr's sprawling "Make America Healthy Again," agenda, which calls for removing thousands of additives from U.S. foods, rooting out conflicts of interest at agencies and incentivizing healthier foods in school lunches and other nutrition programs. Trump nominated Kennedy to head the Department of Health and Human Services, which oversees NIH and other federal health agencies.

    


The new health priorities bear little resemblance to those of Trump's first term, which focused on cutting regulations for food, drug and agriculture companies.




"You're hearing a very different tune as we head into this new Trump administration," said Gabby Headrick, a nutrition researcher at George Washington University's school of public health. "It's important that we all proceed with caution and remember some of the public health losses we saw the first time."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trump's nominees don't have experience running large bureaucratic agencies, but they know how to talk about health on TV. 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid pick Dr. Mehmet Oz hosted a talk show for 13 years and is a well-known wellness and lifestyle influencer. The pick for the Food and Drug Administration, Dr. Marty Makary, and for surgeon general, Dr. Janette Nesheiwat, had been frequent Fox News contributors. 

    


Some of them have ties to Florida like many of Trump's other Cabinet nominees: Dave Weldon, the pick for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, represented the state in Congress for 14 years. 
Here's a look at how the nominees may carry out Kennedy's plans to "reorganize" agencies, which have an overall $1.7 trillion budget, employ 80,000 scientists, researchers, doctors and other officials:
National Institutes of Health
The National Institutes of Health, with a $48 billion budget, funds medical research through grants to scientists across the nation and conducts its own research.
Bhattacharya, a health economist and physician at Stanford University, was one of three authors of the Great Barrington Declaration, an October 2020 letter maintaining that lockdowns were causing irreparable harm.
The document -- which came before the availability of COVID-19 vaccines -- promoted "herd immunity," the idea that people at low risk should live normally while building up immunity to COVID-19 through infection. Protection should focus instead on people at higher risk, the document said.
"I think the lockdowns were the single biggest public health mistake," Bhattacharya said in March 2021 during a panel discussion convened by Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis.

    


The Great Barrington Declaration was embraced by some in the first Trump administration, even as it was widely denounced by disease experts. Then- NIH director Dr. Francis Collins called it dangerous and "not mainstream science."
His nomination would need to be approved by the Senate.
Kennedy has said he would pause NIH's drug development and infectious disease research and shift its focus to chronic diseases. He also would like to keep NIH funding from researchers with conflicts of interest. In 2017, he said the agency wasn't doing enough research into the role of vaccines in autism -- an idea that has long been debunked.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
The Atlanta-based CDC, with a $9.2 billion core budget, is charged with protecting Americans from disease outbreaks and other public health threats. 
Kennedy has long attacked vaccines and criticized the CDC, repeatedly alleging corruption at the agency. He said on a 2023 podcast that there is "no vaccine that is safe and effective," and urged people to resist the CDC's guidelines about if and when kids should get vaccinated. The World Health Organization estimates that vaccines have saved more than 150 million lives over the past 50 years, and that 100 million of them were infants.

    


Decades ago, Kennedy found common ground with Weldon, who served in the Army and worked as an internal medicine doctor before he represented a central Florida congressional district from 1995 to 2009.
Starting in the early 2000s, Weldon had a prominent part in a debate about whether there was a relationship between a vaccine preservative called thimerosal and autism. He was a founding member of the Congressional Autism Caucus and tried to ban thimerosal from all vaccines. 

    


Since 2001, all vaccines manufactured for the U.S. market and routinely recommended for children 6 years or younger have contained no thimerosal or only trace amounts, with the exception of inactivated flu vaccine. Meanwhile, study after study found no evidence that thimerosal caused autism.
Weldon's congressional voting record suggests he may go along with Republican efforts to downsize the CDC, including to eliminate the National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, which works on topics like drownings, drug overdoses and shooting deaths. 
Food and Drug Administration
Kennedy has been extremely critical of the FDA, which has 18,000 employees and is responsible for the safety and effectiveness of prescription drugs, vaccines and other medical products, as well as overseeing cosmetics, electronic cigarettes and most foods. 
Makary, Trump's pick to run the FDA, is a professor at Johns Hopkins University, a trained surgeon and a cancer specialist. He is closely aligned with Kennedy on several topics.
Makary has decried the overprescribing of drugs, the use of pesticides on foods and the influence of pharmaceutical and insurance companies over doctors and government regulators.
Kennedy has suggested he'll clear out "entire" FDA departments and also recently threatened to fire FDA employees for "aggressive suppression" of a host of unsubstantiated products and therapies, including stem cells, raw milk, psychedelics and discredited COVID-era treatments like hydroxychloroquine.
Makary's contrarian views during COVID-19 included questioning the need for COVID-19 vaccine boosters in young kids. 
Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services
The agency provides health care coverage for more than 160 million people through Medicaid, Medicare and the Affordable Care Act, and also sets Medicare payment rates for hospitals, doctors and other providers. With a $1.1 trillion budget and more than 6,000 employees, Oz has a massive agency to run if confirmed -- and an agency that Kennedy hasn't talked about much. 
While Trump tried to scrap the Affordable Care Act in his first term, Kennedy has not taken aim at it yet. 
The Biden administration on Tuesday revealed a new plan to force Medicare and Medicaid to cover weight-loss drugs like Wegovy and Zepbound for many Americans who are obese. Kennedy has opposed the idea, saying government-sponsored insurance programs should instead expand coverage of healthier foods and gym memberships.
Trump said during his campaign that he would protect Medicare, which provides insurance for older Americans. Oz has endorsed expanding Medicare Advantage -- a privately run version of Medicare that is popular but also a source of widespread fraud. 
Surgeon general
Kennedy doesn't appear to have said much publicly about what he'd like to see from the surgeon general.
The nation's top doctor has little administrative power but can influence what counts as a public health danger and what to do about it -- suggesting things like warning labels for products and issuing advisories. The current surgeon general, Vivek Murthy, declared gun violence as a public health crisis in June. 
Trump's pick, Nesheiwat, is employed as a New York City medical director with CityMD, a group of urgent care facilities. She also has appeared on Fox News and other TV shows, authored a book on the "transformative power of prayer" in her medical career and endorses a brand of vitamin supplements. 
___
Associated Press writers Mike Stobbe, Amanda Seitz, Carla K. Johnson, Matthew Perrone and Erica Hunzinger contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    FILE - Shoppers reach for items on display in a Costco warehouse Nov. 19, 2024, in Lone Tree, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Consumer price increases accelerated last month, the latest sign that inflation's steady decline over the past two years has stalled in recent months. 
According to the Federal Reserve's preferred inflation gauge, consumer prices rose 2.3% in October from a year earlier, the Commerce Department said Wednesday. That is up from just 2.1% in September, though it is still only modestly above the Fed's 2% target.
Yet excluding the volatile food and energy categories, so-called "core" prices also picked up, climbing 2.8% last month from a year earlier, up from 2.7% in September, according to Commerce's personal consumption expenditures price index. Economists closely watch core prices because they typically provide a better read on where inflation is headed. 
Inflation has fallen sharply since it peaked at 7% in mid-2022, according to the Fed's preferred measure. Yet yearly core inflation has fluctuated between 2.6% and 2.8% since February. Price increases have remained elevated in services, including apartment rents, restaurant meals, and car and home insurance. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: US consumer price increases accelerated last month with inflation pressures resilient
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Rita Foley reports the US inflation gauge ticked higher last month.

    


    


The elevated reading could make the Federal Reserve less likely to cut its key rate at the next meeting in December. Next month's inflation data, some of which will be issued a week before the meeting, may play a key role in the Fed's decision.




"This report will likely provide further ammo to Fed officials who prefer to lower rates gradually," Omair Sharif, chief economist at Inflation Insights, wrote in a client note, "and may strengthen the argument for a pause at the December FOMC meeting."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Many economists, however, expect that the Fed will reduce its rate by a quarter-point in December, then delay further cuts while gauging the impact of the reductions they've made so far.
"The momentum in inflation toward the Fed's 2% target has sputtered recently but not enough, in our view, to prevent the Fed from cutting interest rates in December," Ryan Sweet, chief U.S. economist at Oxford Economics, wrote in a client note. 

    


Last month, grocery prices barely rose and gas costs fell, providing some relief to household budgets. Prices at the pump have continued to decline since October, reaching a nationwide average of $3.07 a gallon Wednesday, down six cents from a month earlier, according to AAA. 
Used car and truck prices, however, shot up 2.8% from September to October, though they are still 5% lower than a year ago. Air fares jumped 1.5% just last month and have risen 5.1% from a year earlier, while hotel room prices rose 0.5% from September to October. Restaurant prices moved up 0.3% in October and 3.6% from a year earlier. All the yearly increases are higher than they were pre-pandemic.
Wednesday's report also underscored that Americans' incomes and spending remained healthy, a key reason the economy has kept growing this year despite widespread fears of a slowdown. Incomes grew 0.6% from September to October, faster than economists had expected, while consumer spending rose by a solid 0.4% last month. 


    


President-elect Donald Trump's victory could also slow Fed rate cuts. His proposals to cut taxes and reduce government regulation could spur faster growth, but could also overheat the economy and lift inflation. And his threats to impose widespread tariffs, if carried out, would likely push up prices.
The Fed had signaled it would cut rates four times next year, but financial markets now expect just two reductions. 
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            This illustration provided by Marcin Ambrozik shows plant-eating dinosaurs in Poland during the Early Jurassic period. (Marcin Ambrozik via AP)
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            This undated photo provided by Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki shows fossilized plant-eating dinosaur poop found in the Holy Cross Mountains, Poland. (Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki via AP)
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            This undated photo provided by Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki shows fossilized plant-eating dinosaur poop found in Soltykow, Poland. (Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki via AP)
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            This photo provided by Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki shows fossilized poop from an archosaur, a meat-eating reptile, seen in Uppsala, Sweden, on Nov. 7, 2024. (Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki via AP)
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            This photo provided by Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki shows fossilized poop from an archosaur, a meat-eating reptile, seen in Uppsala, Sweden, on Nov. 7, 2024. (Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Using fossilized feces and vomit samples from Poland, scientists have reconstructed how dinosaurs came to dominate the Earth millions of years ago.
Researchers aren't sure whether dinosaurs' rise over the course of 30 million years happened because of luck, skill, climate or some combination. But they came away knowing this: "It was not a sudden thing," said study co-author Martin Qvarnstrom from Uppsala University. 
The new study, published Wednesday in the journal Nature, analyzed hundreds of dino droppings to reconstruct who was eating whom 200 million years ago. 
The first dinosaurs were go-getters, Qvarnstrom said, eating whatever they could -- including insects, fish and plants. 
When climate conditions changed, they were quick to adapt. Plant-eating dinosaurs, for example, ate a greater variety of greens than other vegetarians of the time, so it was easier to expand their palates when wetter conditions gave rise to new plant species.

    


Since the study's findings were limited to Polish fossils, Qvarnstrom said he'd like to see if their ideas hold steady against fossil records from around the world.




It's not uncommon for scientists to study ancient fecal matter to understand creatures of the past, said Emma Dunne, a paleobiologist at the University of Erlangen-Nuremberg. But fossilized feces can resemble blobs or chunks of rock, and they are not always found near fossils of the animal that made them -- which makes it hard for scientists to know where they came from. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In this study, researchers found fish scales, insect bits and bone shards nestled within the droppings.
"They are a really unassuming, quite plain part of the background," said Dunne, who was not involved with the new research. "But they hold so much delicate, fine information."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            President Joe Biden on Tuesday called Israel and Hezbollah's ceasefire agreement "good news" and expressed hope that the pause in more than 13 months of fighting will be a catalyst to also end the war in Gaza.
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            President Joe Biden speaks in the Rose Garden at the White House, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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            President Joe Biden walking out to speak at a news conference in the Rose Garden at the White House, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration kept President-elect Donald Trump's incoming administration closely apprised of its efforts to broker the ceasefire deal between Israel and Hezbollah that took effect early Wednesday, according to the outgoing Democratic administration. 
Trump's team, meanwhile, was quick to spike the football and claim credit for the rare spot of good news for a Democratic administration that's been dragged down by the grinding Mideast conflict. 
"Everyone is coming to the table because of President Trump," Florida Rep. Mike Waltz, Trump's choice for his national security adviser, said in a post on X on Tuesday, shortly before the Israel Cabinet signed off on the agreement. "His resounding victory sent a clear message to the rest of the world that chaos won't be tolerated. I'm glad to see concrete steps towards deescalation in the Middle East."

    


White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan on Wednesday confirmed he kept Waltz on the negotiations, but offered firm pushback on the idea that Trump deserved credit for the long-sought after deal finally coalescing.




"I would just point out that you know you've done a really good thing when other people take credit for it," Sullivan told CNN on Wednesday.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


The Biden administration's coordination with Trump's team on its efforts to forge the ceasefire in Lebanon is perhaps the highest-profile example of cooperation in what's been a sometimes choppy transition period. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trump's transition team just Tuesday reached a required agreement with President Joe Biden's White House that will allow transition staff to coordinate with the existing federal workforce before Trump takes office on Jan. 20. There has been some coordination on high levels between the outgoing Biden and incoming Trump teams, including talks between Biden's national security adviser Jake Sullivan and Waltz.

    


Biden in Rose Garden remarks on Tuesday cheered the ceasefire agreement as a critical step that he hoped could be the catalyst for a broader peace in the Mideast, which has been shaken by nearly 14 months of war following Hamas' attack on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023. 
"This is designed to be a permanent cessation of hostilities," Biden said. "What is left of Hezbollah and other terrorist organizations will not be allowed -- I emphasize, will not be allowed -- to threaten the security of Israel again."
White House officials are now hopeful that a calm in Lebanon will reinvigorate a multi-country effort at finding an endgame to the devastating war in Gaza, where Hamas is still holding dozens of hostages and the conflict is more intractable.
Biden said the U.S., as well as Israel, will engage in talks in the coming days with officials from Egypt, Qatar and Turkey to try to get Gaza talks back on track.
But during Biden's moment of success in a conflict that has roiled his reputation at home and abroad, the specter of the incoming Trump administration loomed large.
Trump's senior national security team was briefed by the Biden administration as negotiations unfolded and finally came to a conclusion on Tuesday, according to a senior Biden administration official. The official, who briefed reporters on the condition of anonymity on a call organized by the White House, added that the incoming Trump administration officials were not directly involved in the talks, but that it was important that they knew "what we were negotiating and what the commitments were."

    


Trump's team and allies, meanwhile, said there was no doubt that the prospect of the Republican president returning to power pushed both sides to get the agreement done.
Waltz, in addition to giving Trump credit for the ceasefire deal coming together, added a warning to Iran, Hezbollah's chief financial backer.
"But let's be clear: The Iran Regime is the root cause of the chaos & terror that has been unleashed across the region. We will not tolerate the status quo of their support for terrorism," Waltz said in his post.
Sen. Lindsey Graham, a Trump ally, also gave a shoutout to the incoming administration, while giving a nod to Biden's team. 

    


"I appreciate the hard work of the Biden Administration, supported by President Trump, to make this ceasefire a reality," Graham said in a statement.
Richard Goldberg, a senior adviser at the Washington group Foundation for the Defense of Democracies, said the moment magnifies that Iran -- which he said would have needed to approve of Hezbollah agreeing to the ceasefire -- is carefully weighing what may be ahead with Trump.
"There's zero doubt that Iran is pulling back to regroup ahead of Trump coming into office," said Goldberg, a National Security Council official in Trump's first administration. "It's a combination of Israeli military success and Trump's election -- the ayatollah has no clothes and he knows we know."

    


The Biden White House is also holding on to a sliver of hope that the Lebanon ceasefire deal could help reinvigorate a long sought after Israel-Saudi normalization deal.
The official said a "lot of work has been done" to get such an agreement on track "but clearly where we are in Gaza is holding us back."
Biden has said his administration was tantalizingly close to reaching a deal between the Middle East's two most important powers shortly before the Hamas attack sent tremors throughout the region. He has speculated that the emerging normalization deal was part of Hamas' motivation in carrying out its attack on Israel when it did.
Just weeks before the attack, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu sat beside Biden on the sidelines of the annual U.N. General Assembly and marveled that a "historic peace between Israel and Saudi Arabia" seemed within reach -- a diplomatic advance that the Israeli leader predicted could lead to lasting peace between the Israelis and Palestinians.
The so-called normalization push, which began during Trump's first administration and was branded the Abraham Accords, is an ambitious effort to reshape the region and boost Israel's standing.

The Biden White House plans to keep the incoming Trump administration looped in on its efforts and "anything that we will do on this ... we won't do this unless they know what we're doing," the Biden administration official said.
___
Associated Press writers Fatima Hussein in West Palm Beach, Florida, and Zeke Miller and Chris Megerian contributed reporting.
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'Buy now, pay later' is more popular than ever. It can cost more than you think
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                    FILE - People shop at a retail store on Black Friday, Nov. 25, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- More shoppers than ever are on track to use 'buy now, pay later' plans this holiday season, as the ability to spread out payments looks attractive at a time when Americans still feel the lingering effect of inflation and already have record-high credit card debt.
The data firm Adobe Analytics predicts shoppers will spend 11.4% more this holiday season using buy now, pay later than they did a year ago. The company forecasts shoppers will purchase $18.5 billion worth of goods using the third-party services for the period Nov. 1 to Dec. 31, with $993 million worth of purchases on Cyber Monday alone.
Buy now, pay later can be particularly appealing to consumers who have low credit scores or no credit history, such as younger shoppers, because most of the companies providing the service run only soft credit checks and don't report the loans and payment histories to the credit bureaus, unlike credit card companies.

    


This holiday season, buy now, pay later users can also feel more confident if a transaction goes awry. In May, the CFPB said buy now, pay later companies must adhere to other regulations that govern traditional credit, such as providing ways to demand refunds and dispute transactions.


To use a buy now, pay later plan, consumers typically sign up with bank account information or a debit or credit card, and agree to pay for purchases in monthly installments, typically over eight weeks or more. The loans are marketed as requiring no or low interest, or only conditional fees, such as for late payment. Klarna, Afterpay and Affirm are three of the biggest buy now, pay later companies.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But consumer advocates warn that shoppers who sign up for the payment plans using a credit card can be hit with more interest and fees. That's because the shopper opens themselves up to interest on the credit card payment, if it's carried month to month, on top of any late fees, interest, or penalties from the buy now, pay later loan itself. Experts advise against using a credit card to pay for these plans for this reason.

    


Consumer watchdogs also say the plans lead consumers to overextend themselves because, for example, not paying full price up front leaves, in the shopper's mind at least, more money for smaller purchases. They also caution consumers to keep careful track of using multiple buy now, pay later services, as the automatic payments can add up, and there is no central reporting, such as with a credit card statement.
"Buy now, pay later can be an innovative tool for purchases you're going to make anyway," said Mark Elliott, chief customer officer at financial services company LendingClub. "The challenge is that it does fuel overspending."
For merchants, that's part of the appeal. Retailers have found that customers are more likely to have bigger cart sizes or to convert from browsing to checking out when buy now, pay later is offered. One report from the Federal Reserve Bank of New York cited research that found customers spend 20% more when buy now, pay later is available.

    


"The reality is that the increased cost-of-living and inflation have put more people in a situation where they're already relying on revolving credit," Elliott said. "The psychographics of 'buy now, pay later' may be different -- people don't think of it as debt -- but it is."
If a consumer misses a payment, they can face fees, interest, or the possibility of being locked out of using the services in the future. 
Emily Childers, consumer financial expert for personal-finance technology company Credit Karma, said that internal data shows member credit card balances are up more than 50% for Gen Z and millennial members since March 2022, when the Fed started raising interest rates.
"Young people are entering this holiday season already in the red," she said. "And, based on what we're seeing in the data, they're continuing to bury their heads in the sand and spend."
___

The Associated Press receives support from Charles Schwab Foundation for educational and explanatory reporting to improve financial literacy. The independent foundation is separate from Charles Schwab and Co. Inc. The AP is solely responsible for its journalism. 
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            New York City daily 44-million-pounds of trash is slowly finding a new less rat-friendly home. New York is now requiring some residents place their trash bags into garbage bins instead of directly on the sidewalk. The effort is bringing New York in line with what most major cities in the world have been doing for decades, if not longer. (Nov. 27)(AP Video: David R. Martin)
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            Sanitation workers collect trash, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A person walks next to the pile of trash, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Piles of trash line a sidewalk, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 11 | 
            A person walks next to the trash bins, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            FILE - Rubbish is seen piled up in a New York City street on the third day of a strike by sanitation workers. Feb. 6, 1968. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Garbage piles up on the roof of New York's Waldorf Astoria hotel during a strike by private garbage collectors, Dec. 4, 1981. (AP Photo/David Bookstaver, File)
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            FILE - Empty garbage cans sit on a Harlem street in the Manhattan borough of New York, Feb. 11, 1968, as a sanitation worker removes the last of a mountain of refuse after a sanitation strike. (AP File Photo)
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            A sanitation worker throws trash to the sanitation truck, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A sanitation worker collects trash, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A person walks in front of trash bins, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Sanitation workers collect trash, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A person walks next to the pile of trash, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Piles of trash line a sidewalk, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A person walks next to the trash bins, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            FILE - Rubbish is seen piled up in a New York City street on the third day of a strike by sanitation workers. Feb. 6, 1968. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 11

                                    
                                    FILE - Rubbish is seen piled up in a New York City street on the third day of a strike by sanitation workers. Feb. 6, 1968. (AP Photo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 11 | 
            FILE - Garbage piles up on the roof of New York's Waldorf Astoria hotel during a strike by private garbage collectors, Dec. 4, 1981. (AP Photo/David Bookstaver, File)
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            FILE - Empty garbage cans sit on a Harlem street in the Manhattan borough of New York, Feb. 11, 1968, as a sanitation worker removes the last of a mountain of refuse after a sanitation strike. (AP File Photo)
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            A sanitation worker throws trash to the sanitation truck, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A sanitation worker collects trash, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A person walks in front of trash bins, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- For half a century, New York City residents have taken out their trash by flinging plastic bags stuffed with stinking garbage straight onto the sidewalk.
When the bags inevitably leak or break open, they spill litter into the street, providing smorgasbords for rats. In the winter, the trash mounds get buried in snow and remain frozen in place for days, sometimes weeks, reinforcing the city's reputation as filthy.
Now, New Yorkers are slowly adjusting to a radically new routine, at least for America's biggest city: putting their trash in bins. With lids.
Covered bins became a requirement this month for all residential buildings with fewer than 10 living units. That's the majority of residential properties. All city businesses had to start using bins earlier this year.
"I know this must sound absurd to anyone listening to this who lives pretty much in any other city in the world," said Jessica Tisch, the city's former sanitation commissioner, who oversaw the new measures before becoming the city's new police commissioner this week. "But it is revolutionary by New York City's standards because, for 50 years, we have placed all our trash directly on the curbs."

    


Residents who've already experienced trash containerization elsewhere agree it's long overdue for New York City to catch up.




"You see plastic bags open with the food just rotting and stinking and then it leaking out over the sidewalk and into the road," said John Midgley, who owns a brownstone in Brooklyn and has lived in London, Paris and Amsterdam. "Just the stink of it builds up, you know, week after week after week."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
New York City's homes, businesses and institutions put about 44 million pounds (20 million kilograms) of waste out on the curb every day, about 24 million pounds (11 million kilograms) of which is collected by the city's sanitation department. Much of the rest is handled by private garbage carters. 

    


In the early 20th century, New York City required trash to be placed in metal cans. But in the era before widespread plastic bag use, refuse was thrown directly into the bins, making them filthy and grimy.
Then in 1968, the city's sanitation workers went on strike. For more than a week, trash cans overflowed. Garbage mounds piled high on sidewalks and spilled into the streets like some dystopian nightmare.
Plastic bag makers donated thousands of bags to help clean up the mess, and New Yorkers never looked back, said Steven Cohen, a Columbia University dean specializing in public affairs.
"It had to do with convenience," he said. "After the strike, the sanitation workers preferred the modern advance of lighter and seemingly cleaner sealed plastic bags."
Plastic kept more odors in, compared to the old metal bins. A worker could grab the neck of a bag and easily fling it into a truck.
But Democratic Mayor Eric Adams' administration has deemed trash bag mounds Public Enemy No. 1 in his well-documented war against the city's notorious rats.
Rats have little problem getting into a plastic bag. Durable bins with closing, locking lids should, in theory, do a better job of keeping them out.

    


The bin requirement, which took effect Nov. 12, comes with its own challenges. Among them: Finding a place for large, wheeled bins in neighborhoods where most buildings don't have yards, alleys or garages. Landlords and homeowners also have to collect the empty bins and bring them back from the curb in the morning -- something you didn't have to do with plastic bags.
Caitlin Leffel, who lives in Manhattan, said residents of her building had to hire someone "at surprisingly high cost" to bring out the bins the night before and bring them back in three times a week.
"I know there are problems with the way this city has collected trash for years," she said. "But the way this program has been rolled out, it has not taken into account many of the nuances of living in New York City."
Building superintendents are also grumbling about the added work of bringing bins back from the curb.
"It's completely rearranged our lives," says Dominick Romeo, founder of NYC Building Supers, a group of building managers that recently rallied in front of City Hall against the new requirements. "Folks are running around like crazy."

    


Eventually, the largest residential buildings -- those with more than 31 units -- will have their own designated container on the street. New trash trucks built with automated, side-loading arms -- another innovation that is already common in many other countries -- will then clear them out.
The upgrades should make pickups easier and cleaner, even if it might take longer for trash collectors to make the rounds, says Harry Nespoli, president of the union representing some 7,000 city sanitation workers.
For now, he says, workers are still tossing trash into their trucks manually, which has its own downsides. 

    


"Some places, they're not even using bags. They're just putting their trash into the bins," Nespoli said. "It's going to take time to get everyone to do it the right way, but at the end of the day, it's our job to pick it up."
Tisch believes New Yorkers will eventually come around to the new reality.
City officials, for now, are issuing written warnings for non-compliance. Not everyone knows about the new rules yet. But come Jan. 2, fines ranging from $50 to $200 will kick in.

"No one wants to live on a dirty block," Tisch said. "No one wants to walk past a heaping mound of trash and trash juice when they are leaving to go to work or they are walking their kids home from school."
___
Follow Philip Marcelo at twitter.com/philmarcelo. 
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            FILE - An American flag hangs in a classroom as students work on laptops in Newlon Elementary School, Aug. 25, 2020, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            FILE - Jefferson County Public Schools buses make their way through the Detrick Bus Compound on the first day of school, Aug. 9, 2023, in Louisville, Ky. (Jeff Faughender/Courier Journal via AP, File)
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            Gustavo Balderas, superintendent of Beaverton School District, stands for a photo outside of the Beaverton school district administrative office in Beaverton, Ore., Monday, Nov. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman)
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            Gustavo Balderas, superintendent of Beaverton School District, stands for a photo outside of the Beaverton school district administrative office in Beaverton, Ore., Monday, Nov. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman)
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            Gustavo Balderas, superintendent of Beaverton School District, stands for a photo outside of the Beaverton school district administrative office in Beaverton, Ore., Monday, Nov. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman)
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            Gustavo Balderas, superintendent of Beaverton School District, works in his office at the district administrative office in Beaverton, Ore., Monday, Nov. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman)
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            Gustavo Balderas, superintendent of Beaverton School District, works in his office at the district administrative office in Beaverton, Ore., Monday, Nov. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman)
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            Gustavo Balderas, superintendent of Beaverton School District, stands for a photo in the lobby of the district administrative office in Beaverton, Ore., Monday, Nov. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman)
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            FILE - Jefferson County Public Schools buses make their way through the Detrick Bus Compound on the first day of school, Aug. 9, 2023, in Louisville, Ky. (Jeff Faughender/Courier Journal via AP, File)
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            Gustavo Balderas, superintendent of Beaverton School District, stands for a photo outside of the Beaverton school district administrative office in Beaverton, Ore., Monday, Nov. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman)
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                                        Last time Donald Trump was president, rumors of immigration raids terrorized the Oregon community where Gustavo Balderas was the school superintendent. 
Word spread that immigration agents were going to try to enter schools. There was no truth to it, but school staff members had to find students who were avoiding school and coax them back to class. 
"People just started ducking and hiding," Balderas said.
Educators around the country are bracing for upheaval, whether or not the president-elect follows through on his pledge to deport millions of immigrants who are in the country illegally. Even if he only talks about it, children of immigrants will suffer, educators and legal observers said.
If "you constantly threaten people with the possibility of mass deportation, it really inhibits peoples' ability to function in society and for their kids to get an education," said Hiroshi Motomura, a professor at UCLA School of Law.

    


That fear already has started for many.
"The kids are still coming to school, but they're scared," said Almudena Abeyta, superintendent of Chelsea Public Schools, a Boston suburb that's long been a first stop for Central American immigrants coming to Massachusetts. Now Haitians are making the city home and sending their kids to school there.




"They're asking: 'Are we going to be deported?'" said Abeyta.
Many parents in her district grew up in countries where the federal government ran schools and may think it's the same here. The day after the election, Abeyta sent a letter home assuring parents their children are welcome and safe, no matter who is president.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Immigration officials have avoided arresting parents or students at schools. Since 2011, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement has operated under a policy that immigration agents should not arrest or conduct other enforcement actions near "sensitive locations," including schools, hospitals and places of worship. Doing so might curb access to essential services, U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas wrote in a 2021 policy update.

    


The Heritage Foundation's policy roadmap for Trump's second term, Project 2025, calls for rescinding the guidance on "sensitive places." Trump tried to distance himself from the proposals during the campaign, but he has nominated many who worked on the plan for his new administration, including Tom Homan for "border czar."
If immigration agents were to arrest a parent dropping off children at school, it could set off mass panic, said Angelica Salas, executive director of the Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights in Los Angeles.
"If something happens at one school, it spreads like wildfire and kids stop coming to school," she said.
Balderas, now the superintendent in Beaverton, a different Portland suburb, told the school committee there this month it was time to prepare for a more determined Trump administration. In case schools are targeted, Beaverton will train staff not to allow immigration agents inside.
"All bets are off with Trump," said Balderas, who is also president of ASSA, The School Superintendents Association. "If something happens, I feel like it will happen a lot quicker than last time." 

    


Many school officials are reluctant to talk about their plans or concerns, some out of fear of drawing attention to their immigrant students. One school administrator serving many children of Mexican and Central American immigrants in the Midwest said their school has invited immigration attorneys to help parents formalize any plans for their children's care in case they are deported. The administrator spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak to the media.
Speaking up on behalf of immigrant families also can put superintendents at odds with school board members.
"This is a very delicate issue," said Viridiana Carrizales, chief executive officer of ImmSchools, a nonprofit that trains schools on supporting immigrant students.
She's received 30 requests for help since the election, including two from Texas superintendents who don't think their conservative school boards would approve of publicly affirming immigrant students' right to attend school or district plans to turn away immigration agents.

    


More than two dozen superintendents and district communications representatives contacted by The Associated Press either ignored or declined requests for comment.
"This is so speculative that we would prefer not to comment on the topic," wrote Scott Pribble, a spokesperson for Denver Public Schools.
The city of Denver has helped more than 40,000 migrants in the last two years with shelter or a bus ticket elsewhere. It's also next door to Aurora, one of two cities where Trump has said he would start his mass deportations.
When pressed further, Pribble responded, "Denver Public Schools is monitoring the situation while we continue to serve, support, and protect all of our students as we always have."

    


Like a number of big-city districts, Denver's school board during the first Trump administration passed a resolution promising to protect its students from immigration authorities pursuing them or their information. According to the 2017 resolution, Denver will not "grant access to our students" unless federal agents can provide a valid search warrant.
The rationale has been that students cannot learn if they fear immigration agents will take them or their parents away while they're on campus. School districts also say these policies reaffirm their students' constitutional right to a free, public education, regardless of immigration status.
___

The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            A Palestinian secures his tent as storm clouds loom over a camp for displaced Palestinians on the beach front in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Israelis and Palestinian citizens of Israel protest Israel's military operations in the Gaza Strip, in Umm al-Fahm, Israel, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- For many across the Middle East, the Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire came as a relief: the first major sign of progress in the region since war began more than a year ago.
But for Palestinians in Gaza and families of hostages held in the territory, the news appeared only to inaugurate a newer, grimmer period of the conflict there. For them, it marked yet another missed opportunity to end fighting that has stretched on for nearly 14 months.
Palestinians had hoped that any ceasefire deal with Hezbollah would include a truce in Gaza as well. The families of people kidnapped when Hamas-led militants stormed southern Israel in October 2023, meanwhile, wanted part of the agreement to include returning their loved ones. Instead, the ceasefire was confined only to the fighting in Lebanon. 
"We feel this is a missed opportunity to tie in the hostages in this agreement that was signed today," said Ruby Chen, whose son, Itay Chen, was taken hostage from an Israeli military base and has been declared dead.

    


As much as they were intertwined, the two wars have been very different. In Lebanon, Israel said its aim was to drive Hezbollah back from the countries' shared border and end the militant group's barrages into northern Israel. The ceasefire that took effect Wednesday is intended to do that. 




In Gaza, Israel's goals are more sweeping. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has been resolute in insisting that Hamas must be completely destroyed and Israel must retain lasting control over parts of the territory. Months of talks have failed to get Netanyahu to back down from those demands -- or to convince Hamas to release hostages under those terms.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
For Palestinians in Gaza, that means continuing misery under an Israeli campaign that has demolished much of the territory and driven almost the entire population from their homes. Hundreds of thousands are going hungry while living in squalid tent cities as the second winter of the war brings cold rains and flooding.
"They agree to a ceasefire in one place and not in the other? Have mercy on the children, the elderly and the women," said Ahlam Abu Shalabi, living in tent in central Gaza. "Now it is winter, and all the people are drowning."

    


Palestinians feel resigned to continued war
The war between Israel and Hamas began on Oct. 7, 2023, when militants attacked Israel from Gaza, killing around 1,200 people and taking some 250 hostage. Israel's retaliatory offensive has rained devastation on the Palestinian territory, killing over 44,000 people, according to local health officials. The officials, who do not distinguish between civilians and fighters in their count, say over half of the dead are women and children.
Hezbollah began firing into Israel a day after Hamas' attack in solidarity with the Palestinian militant group. The two sides have exchanged near-daily barrages since. Moving thousands of troops to its northern border, Israel ramped up bombardment of southern Lebanon and launched a ground invasion there two months ago, killing many of Hezbollah's leaders.

    


Palestinians now fear Israel's military can return its full focus to Gaza -- a point that Netanyahu made as he announced the ceasefire in Lebanon on Tuesday.
"The pressure will be more on Gaza," said Mamdouh Younis, a displaced man in a central Gaza tent camp. Netanyahu, he said, can now exploit the fact that "Gaza has become alone, far from all the arenas that were supporting it, especially the Lebanon front."
Israeli troops are already engaged in fierce fighting in Gaza's north, where a two-month offensive has cut off most aid and caused experts to warn a famine may be underway. Strikes all over the territory regularly kill dozens.
In signing onto the ceasefire deal, Hezbollah reversed its long-held position that it wouldn't stop its barrages across the border unless Israel ends the war in Gaza.
"This could have a psychological impact, as it will further entrench the understanding that Palestinians in Gaza are alone in resisting against their occupiers," said Tariq Kenney Shawa, a U.S. policy fellow at Al-Shabaka, a Palestinian think tank.

    


Hamas may dig its heels in
It also leaves Hamas -- its capabilities already severely damaged by Israel's offensive -- to fight alone. Hamas official Osama Hamdan appeared to accept Hezbollah's new position in an interview Monday.
"Any announcement of a ceasefire is welcome. Hezbollah has stood by our people and made significant sacrifices," Hamdan told the Lebanese broadcaster Al-Mayadeen, which is seen as politically allied with Hezbollah.
Khalil Sayegh, a Palestinian analyst, said the ceasefire could make Hamas even less popular in Gaza, by proving the failure of its gambit that its attack on Israel would rally other militant groups to the fight.
"It's a moment where we can see the Hamas messaging become weaker and weaker, as they struggle to justify their strategy to the public," said Sayegh. 

    


U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Tuesday that the Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire could help force Hamas to the negotiating table because it would show the group that the "cavalry is not on the way."
But Hamas experts predicted that it would only dig in both on the battlefield and in talks. Hamas has insisted it will only release all the hostages in return for a full Israeli withdrawal from Gaza.
"I expect Hamas will continue using guerrilla warfare to confront Israeli forces in Gaza as long as they remain," said Shawa.
Hostage families lose hope
Dozens of Israelis thronged a major highway in Tel Aviv on Tuesday night, protesting for the return of the hostages as the country waited to hear if a ceasefire in Lebanon had been agreed.
Around 100 people taken hostage are still held in Gaza, at least a third of whom are believed to be dead. Most of the other hostages seized by Hamas were released during a ceasefire last year.
Ricardo Grichener, the uncle of 23-year-old hostage Omer Wenkert, said the ceasefire with Hezbollah showed how the Israeli government was openly disregarding the hostages.
Even though Israel has inflicted greater damage on Hamas in Gaza than on Hezbollah in Lebanon, he said "the decision to postpone a deal in Gaza and release the hostages is not based on the same military success criteria."
The most recent effort to wind down the war stalled in October. U.S. President Joe Biden said Tuesday he would begin a renewed push, but his administration is now in its waning days after the reelection of former President Donald Trump.

"This ceasefire doesn't concern our hostages. I believe that Netanyahu forgot about them, and he just wants to keep fighting in Gaza," said Ifat Kalderon, clutching a photo of her cousin, Ofer Kalderon, who is a hostage and a father to four.
"Ofer yesterday had his 54th birthday. His second birthday in Gaza," she said. "It's unbelievable that he's still there." 
___
This story has been updated to correct the spelling of Ruby Chen's first name.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-gaza-war-lebanon-ceasefire-hamas-1a091e620e72c0fe341ff9e866237c08
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            Border Patrol specialist Mitchell Holmes, right, and Fish and Wildlife Regional Law Enforcement agent Kevin Shinn, use skills they learned in the Border Patrol Chaplaincy academy during a training session, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Border Patrol processing coordinator Yaira Santiago listens to Federal Wildlife officer Cody Smith during a scenario training session, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Border Patrol specialist Mitchell Holmes listens to instructor and chaplain Myrna Gonzalez during a training session, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Border Patrol Chaplaincy program manager Spencer Hatch teaches during the Border Patrol Chaplain Academy class, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Border Patrol instructor and Chaplain Christopher Day directs a session at the Border Patrol Chaplain Academy, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            U.S. Border Patrol agent Jesus Vasavilbaso, aided by a Black Hawk helicopter, searches for a group of migrants evading capture in the desert brush at the base of the Baboquivari Mountains, Thursday, Sept. 8, 2022, near Sasabe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)
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            Border Patrol chaplain and instructor Jason Wilhite holds two Silent Partner cards he carries with him at all times showing two of his colleagues that died in the line of duty, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            The USBP chaplaincy program class listen to remarks during their graduation, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Border Patrol Agent Trinidad Balderas looks at his new chaplain pin after graduating from the program, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Border Patrol Chaplain pins are ready to be pinned during a Border Patrol Chaplain Academy graduation ceremony, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Border Patrol Agent Matthew A. Kiniery smiles as Chaplaincy program manager Spencer Hatch pins the chaplain pin on his uniform, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            U.S. Fish and Wildlife law enforcement agent is surrounded by his family following the Border Patrol Chaplain Academy graduation, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Border Patrol specialist Mitchell Holmes, left, listens to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Regional Law Enforcement agent Kevin Shinn, during a Chaplain Academy training session, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 14

                                    
                                    U.S. Border Patrol agent Jesus Vasavilbaso, aided by a Black Hawk helicopter, searches for a group of migrants evading capture in the desert brush at the base of the Baboquivari Mountains, Thursday, Sept. 8, 2022, near Sasabe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 14 | 
            Border Patrol chaplain and instructor Jason Wilhite holds two Silent Partner cards he carries with him at all times showing two of his colleagues that died in the line of duty, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Border Patrol Agent Trinidad Balderas looks at his new chaplain pin after graduating from the program, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Border Patrol Chaplain pins are ready to be pinned during a Border Patrol Chaplain Academy graduation ceremony, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Border Patrol Agent Matthew A. Kiniery smiles as Chaplaincy program manager Spencer Hatch pins the chaplain pin on his uniform, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            U.S. Fish and Wildlife law enforcement agent is surrounded by his family following the Border Patrol Chaplain Academy graduation, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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                                        DANIA BEACH, Florida (AP) -- As immigration remains a hotly contested priority for the Trump administration after playing a decisive role in the deeply polarized election, the Border Patrol agents tasked with enforcing many of its laws are wrestling with growing challenges on and off the job.
More are training to become chaplains to help their peers as they tackle security threats, including the powerful cartels that control much of the border dynamic, and witness growing suffering among migrants -- all while policies in Washington keep shifting and public outrage targets them from all sides.
"The hardest thing is, people ... don't know what we do, and we've been called terrible names," said Brandon Fredrick, a Buffalo, New York-based agent some of whose family members have resorted to name-calling.
Earlier this month, he served as a training academy instructor for Border Patrol chaplains, whose numbers have almost doubled in the last four years. It's an effort to help agents motivated by the desire to keep the U.S. borders safe cope with mounting distress before it leads to family dysfunction, addiction, even suicide.


Chaplains academy trains agents to tackle emotional distress
During the latest academy, held at a Border Patrol station near Miami, Fredrick evaluated pairs of chaplains-in-training as they role-played checking on a fellow agent who hadn't reported for work.
They discovered he'd been drowning in alcohol his angst at being deployed away from his family for the holidays at one of the border's hotspots. The training scenario was achingly real for the South Florida-based agent role-playing the distressed one -- he had struggled when relocated for 18 months to Del Rio, Texas, away from his two children -- and also for Fredrick, who overcame alcoholism before becoming a chaplain.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Interacting with chaplains can reduce the agents' reluctance to express their emotional trials, Fredrick said. 
"My mission every day is that there's not a young agent Fredrick suffering alone," he added. Fredrick, a Catholic, has been an agent for more than 15 years and worked tragic cases like a smuggling attempt where an Indian family froze to death at the Canada-U.S. border.

    


Confidential support, with a side of faith
Unlike the police or military, which recruits faith leaders for help with everything from suicide prevention to dealing with the unrest after George Floyd's murder, the Border Patrol trains mostly lay agents endorsed by their faith denominations to become chaplains.
After graduating, they join about 240 other chaplains and resume their regular jobs -- but they're constantly on call to provide largely confidential care for their 20,000 fellow agents' well-being.
While most chaplains are Christian, Muslim and Jewish agents also have been trained recently. The chaplains don't offer faith-specific worship and only bring up religion if the person they're helping does first.
"I'm not there to convert or proselytize," said academy instructor Jason Wilhite, an agent in Casa Grande, Arizona, and a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. A chaplain since 2015, he was previously involved in the agency's nonreligious, mental health-focused peer support program after a fellow agent died in a car accident.

    


Agent Jesus Vasavilbaso decided to join the Border Patrol's peer support program after witnessing the trauma of repeatedly responding to calls from lost and dying migrants in the unforgiving desert southwest of Tucson, Arizona.
"Sometimes you go home and keep thinking you didn't find them," he said. "That's why it's so important we check on each other all the time."

    


Training to deal with deaths at the border
At the most recent chaplain academy, which lasted 2.5 weeks, the 15 chaplains-in-training -- mostly from the Border Patrol, plus a few Fish and Wildlife Service and Bureau of Land Management officers -- practiced real-life scenarios, including responding to a deadly wreck involving agents and notifying a spouse their loved one died on the job.
Chris Day, a chaplain since 2017, evaluated trainees trying to comfort an agent who kept screaming that it was all his fault his partner was killed. In the training scenario, their car crashed as they chased someone crossing the border illegally.
Day praised the trainees' efforts to get the agent to talk, but advised them not to say, "'I understand.' Because you don't."
Later, Day told the class he had helped an agent who watched the smugglers he was chasing smash their car into a family, gravely injuring a toddler. He said the agent had "ugly cried" at the scene and kept repeating that his child was the same age, so Day took him aside briefly and followed up after.
"We hugged it out," said Day, a Baptist with a Psalm verse tattooed on his right arm. 
He also has helped the wife of an agent who killed himself, and prayed for migrants who request it. More than 100 migrants have died so far this year in New Mexico's desert, where Day is stationed.
"The smells and visuals stay with you forever," Day said. "We have empathy for people coming across."

    


Combining vigilance with empathy on and off duty
Trying to comfort migrant children in their custody, including the thousands who cross the border alone, is also a wrenching task for agents. 
At the academy, Trinidad Balderas, a father and medic in McAllen, Texas, and Yaira Santiago, a former schoolteacher who runs a Border Patrol migrant processing center at the other end of the southern border in San Diego, California, said they both seek to provide some calm in the chaos of the children's situation.
"One tries to give them support within the limits of what your work allows. I always have the biggest smile," Santiago said.
Border Patrol assistant chief and chaplaincy program manager Spencer Hatch highlighted the need to maintain both the "hypervigilance" of law enforcement and the humanitarian instinct to empathize with migrants and fellow agents.
He also taught strategies to protect the agents' families from "spillover trauma." Divorces increase when agents are redeployed during migrant surges -- some up to 9 times over 18 months during the record border crossings early in the Biden Administration.
Many agents' children are scared to reveal their parent's job -- especially in border communities. They might be going to school with children of cartel members, or of undocumented migrants, or those who see the Border Patrol as "keeping people from living the American dream," in Hatch's words.
"That's a really hard thing to deal with, as things tend to flip from one side to the other, and we're still in the crossfire," he added.
Hatch uses as a case study of moral injury, a 2021 incident in Del Rio where agents on horseback appeared in some viral photos to be whipping immigrants with their reins -- which a federal investigation later determined hadn't happened.
"For one picture to be taken out of context and to have the highest levels of government shaming those people, that was very disheartening. That hurt all of us," Hatch said.
Wrestling with moral standards and a higher calling
Dealing with that "dissonance" of enforcing immigration laws, including rescuing migrants, and hearing their jobs demonized by the public, is a major challenge, said Tucson-area chaplain Jimmy Stout. He was one of first four chaplains when the program was started through a grassroots effort at the southern border in the late 1990s.
"We go over this on day one," Stout said. "Is what they're doing meeting their personal standards?"
For the agents who got their chaplain pins last week, those standards now involve a higher calling, too.
Class speaker Matt Kiniery, a father of three who joined the Army after 9/11 and the Border Patrol in El Paso, Texas, in 2009, decided to become a chaplain after an on-duty car wreck so bad the doctor called his survival miraculous.
"'The guy upstairs has got something for you.' I took that to heart," Kiniery said. Chaplains helped his wife Jeanna then, and the couple is now eager to support his new role.
"Even in moments of uncertainty, your presence is often enough," the 6-foot-5 agent told the graduating class, before his voice broke. Several instructors in the audience wiped away tears.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            Former German Chancellor Angela Merkel released her memoirs on Tuesday, much to the delight of some in Berlin who were eager to pick up a copy to find more about her 16 years as leader of the country.(AP video shot by Fanny Brodersen)
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            Former German Chancellor Angela Merkel arrives for the presentation of her memories in Berlin, Germany, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. Book title reads "Freedom". (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Editions of former German Chancellor Angela Merkel's memories are displayed during the official presentation of the book in Berlin, Germany, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            FILE - German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Russian President Vladimir Putin, look on as Putin's dog Cony walks past, during the meeting in Putin's residence in the Russian Black Sea resort of Sochi, Sunday, Jan. 21, 2007. (AP Photo/Mikhail Metzel, File)
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            FILE - U.S. President Barack Obama, left, is welcomed by German Chancellor Angela Merkel prior to a meeting in the chancellery in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 17, 2016. (AP Photo/Michael Sohn, File)
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            FILE - President Donald Trump and German Chancellor Angela Merkel shake hands following their joint news conference in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Friday, March 17, 2017. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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            Former German Chancellor Angela Merkel arrives for the presentation of her memories in Berlin, Germany, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. Book title reads "Freedom". (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            File - German Chancellor Angela Merkel is pictured with light and shadow at the Meseberg palace near Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Jan. 23, 2014. (AP Photo/Michael Sohn, File)
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            FILE - German Chancellor Angela Merkel, right, and British Prime Minister David Cameron brief the media after meeting at the chancellery in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 29, 2015. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            FILE - German Chancellor Angela Merkel, left, and British Prime Minister David Cameron shake hands after a news conference following a meeting at the chancellery in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 29, 2015. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            Former German Chancellor Angela Merkel arrives for the presentation of her memories in Berlin, Germany, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. Book title reads "Freedom". (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            FILE - German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Russian President Vladimir Putin, look on as Putin's dog Cony walks past, during the meeting in Putin's residence in the Russian Black Sea resort of Sochi, Sunday, Jan. 21, 2007. (AP Photo/Mikhail Metzel, File)
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            FILE - U.S. President Barack Obama, left, is welcomed by German Chancellor Angela Merkel prior to a meeting in the chancellery in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 17, 2016. (AP Photo/Michael Sohn, File)
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            FILE - President Donald Trump and German Chancellor Angela Merkel shake hands following their joint news conference in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Friday, March 17, 2017. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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            File - German Chancellor Angela Merkel is pictured with light and shadow at the Meseberg palace near Berlin, Germany, Thursday, Jan. 23, 2014. (AP Photo/Michael Sohn, File)
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            FILE - German Chancellor Angela Merkel, right, and British Prime Minister David Cameron brief the media after meeting at the chancellery in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 29, 2015. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            FILE - German Chancellor Angela Merkel, left, and British Prime Minister David Cameron shake hands after a news conference following a meeting at the chancellery in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 29, 2015. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Former German Chancellor Angela Merkel recalls Vladimir Putin's "power games" over the years, remembers contrasting meetings with Barack Obama and Donald Trump and says she asked herself whether she could have done more to prevent Brexit, in her memoirs published Tuesday.
Merkel, 70, appears to have no significant doubts about the major decisions of her 16 years as German leader, whose major challenges included the global financial crisis, Europe's debt crisis, the 2015-16 influx of refugees and the COVID-19 pandemic. True to form, her book -- titled "Freedom" -- offers a matter-of-fact account of her early life in communist East Germany and her later career in politics, laced with moments of dry wit.
Merkel served alongside four U.S. presidents, four French presidents and five British prime ministers. But it is perhaps her dealings with Russian President Putin that have drawn the most scrutiny since she left office in late 2021.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


Putin's power games
Merkel recalls being kept waiting by Putin at the Group of Eight summit she hosted in 2007 -- "if there's one thing I can't stand, it's unpunctuality." And she recounts a visit to the Russian Black Sea resort of Sochi that year in which Putin's labrador appeared during a photo opportunity, although Putin knew she was afraid of dogs. 
Putin appeared to enjoy the situation, she writes, and she didn't bring it up -- keeping as she often did to the motto "never explain, never complain."
The previous year, she recounts Putin pointing to wooden houses in Siberia and telling her poor people lived there who "could be easily seduced," and that similar groups had been encouraged by money from the U.S. government to take part in Ukraine's "Orange Revolution" of 2004 against attempted election fraud. Putin, she says, added: "I will never allow something like that in Russia."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Merkel says she was irritated by Putin's "self-righteousness" in a 2007 speech in Munich in which he turned away from earlier attempts to develop closer ties with the U.S. She said that appearance showed Putin as she knew him, "as someone who was always on guard against being treated badly and ready to give out at any time, including power games with a dog and making other people wait for him."

    


"One could find this all childish and reprehensible, one could shake one's head over it -- but that didn't make Russia disappear from the map," she writes.
As she has before, Merkel defends a much-criticized 2015 peace deal for eastern Ukraine that she helped broker and her government's decisions to buy large quantities of natural gas from Russia. And she argues it was right to keep up diplomatic and trade ties with Moscow until she left power,

    


Obama and Trump
Merkel concluded after first meeting then-Sen. Obama in 2008 that they could work well together. More than eight years later, during his last visit as president in November 2016, he was one of the people with whom she discussed whether to seek a fourth term.
Obama, she says, asked questions but held back with an opinion, and that in itself was helpful. He "said that Europe could still use me very well, but I should ultimately follow my feelings," she writes. 
There was no such warmth with Trump, who had criticized Merkel and Germany in his 2016 campaign. Merkel says she had to seek an "adequate relationship ... without reacting to all the provocations."
In March 2017, there was an awkward moment when Merkel first visited the Trump White House. Photographers shouted "handshake!" and Merkel quietly asked Trump: "Do you want to have a handshake?" There was no response from Trump, who looked ahead with his hands clasped.
Merkel faults her own reaction. "He wanted to create a topic of discussion with his behavior, while I had acted as if I were dealing with an interlocutor behaving normally," she writes. She adds that Putin apparently "fascinated" Trump and, in the following years, she had the impression that "politicians with autocratic and dictatorial traits" beguiled him.

    


Could Brexit have been avoided?
Merkel says she tried to help then-Prime Minister David Cameron in the European Union as he faced pressure from British Euroskeptics, but there were limits to what she could do. And, pointing to Cameron's efforts over the years to assuage opponents of the EU, she says the road to Brexit is a textbook example of what can arise from a miscalculation.
After Britons voted to leave the EU in 2016, an outcome she calls a "humiliation" for its other members, she says the question of whether she should have made more concessions to the U.K. "tortured me."
"I came to the conclusion that, in view of the political developments inside the country at the time, there would have been no acceptable possibility for me to prevent Britain's way out of the European Union from outside," Merkel says. 

    


Giving up power
Merkel was the first German chancellor to leave power at a time of her choosing. She announced in 2018 that she wouldn't seek a fifth term, and says she "let go at the right point."
She points to three 2019 incidents in which her body shook during public engagements as proof. Merkel says she had herself checked thoroughly and there were no neurological or other findings. An osteopath told her that her body was letting off the tension it had accumulated over years, she adds.

"Freedom" runs to more than 700 pages in its original German edition, published by Kiepenheuer & Witsch. The English edition is being released simultaneously by St. Martin's Press.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/germany-merkel-memoirs-russia-putin-obama-trump-0b4733c43d9628fd925d058799463b15
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            The worst November snowstorm in half century has hit Seoul, grounding hundreds of flights countrywide and disrupting commuter traffic in the South Korean capital. The country's weather agency said 7.8 inches of snow fell on Wednesday in northern areas of the capital of Seoul and some nearby areas. (AP video shot by Yong-ho Kim)
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            Visitors enjoy in snow at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well-known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Workers clean snow in front of the statue of King Sejong at Gwanghwamun Square in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Gwanghwamun Square and Gyeongbok Palace are blanketed with snow in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 15 | 
            Visitors walk in snow at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well-known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Snow-covered bicycles are parked near a subway station in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Visitors enjoy in snow at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well-known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            People pass by snow-covered a Christmas tree in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Mary Joy Morcisa from Philippines, right, gestures in snow at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well-known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A volunteer man wearing a costume of a Salvation Army pot stands near a snow-covered Christmas tree in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Chan Yian from Taiwan holds her smartphone in snow at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well-known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A pedestrian stops to take photo the snow-covered Gwanghwamun, the main gate of the 14th-century Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Visitors Cha, left, and Chie, center, from the Philippines, play with snow as they take selfies at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well-known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A visitor holds her smartphone outside of the snow-covered National Palace Museum in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A worker uses a tractor to remove the snow at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Visitors enjoy in snow at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well-known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Workers clean snow in front of the statue of King Sejong at Gwanghwamun Square in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Gwanghwamun Square and Gyeongbok Palace are blanketed with snow in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Snow-covered bicycles are parked near a subway station in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Visitors enjoy in snow at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well-known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 15

                                    
                                    Visitors enjoy in snow at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well-known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 15 | 
            People pass by snow-covered a Christmas tree in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Mary Joy Morcisa from Philippines, right, gestures in snow at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well-known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A volunteer man wearing a costume of a Salvation Army pot stands near a snow-covered Christmas tree in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Chan Yian from Taiwan holds her smartphone in snow at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well-known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A visitor holds her smartphone outside of the snow-covered National Palace Museum in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A worker uses a tractor to remove the snow at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- The biggest November snowstorm to hit South Korea's capital in more than a half century blanketed the capital on Wednesday, grounding hundreds of flights, disrupting commuter traffic and leaving at least two dead. 
South Korea's weather agency said 20 to 26 centimeters (7.8 to 10 inches) of snow fell in northern areas of Seoul and nearby areas. The agency said it was the heaviest snowstorm Seoul has experienced in November in 52 years. A storm on Nov. 28, 1972, dumped 12 centimeters (4.7 inches).
South Korea's Yonhap news agency said one person died and four others were injured in a five-vehicle accident in the eastern town of Hongcheon.
In the town of Yangju, a tent-type garage collapsed and killed a person who was removing snow, according to South Korea's Ministry of the Interior and Safety. The snow caused temporary power outages at about 230 homes in the city of Gwangju, near Seoul, according to the Gyeonggi provincial government. 

    


The storm blanketed much of the country, with the central, eastern and southwestern regions recording about 10 to 28 centimeters (3.9 to 11 inches) of cover.




At least 317 flights were canceled or delayed at airports nationwide, while authorities ordered around 90 ferries to remain at port. They also shut down hundreds of hiking trails.
Icy road conditions slowed down the morning commute in Seoul and led to massive crowds at subways, causing delays. Emergency workers across the country responded to fallen trees, road signs and other safety risks.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Officials at the Safety Ministry said they couldn't confirm any school closures as of Wednesday afternoon. 
Visitors dressed in traditional hanbok garb were busy taking photographs at Seoul's snow-covered medieval palaces while snowmen popped up in playgrounds and schoolyards across the country.
The weather agency said snow will continue in most parts of the country until noon Thursday.


    


President Yoon Suk Yeol instructed the safety and transport ministries to mobilize all available relevant personnel and equipment to prevent traffic and other accidents. ___
 Associated Press writer Hyung-jin Kim in Seoul, South Korea, contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/south-korea-snowstorm-seoul-november-canceled-flights-235283f04bc17a171e94b476e82ffd8e
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            Australia's House of Representatives has passed a bill that would ban children younger than 16 years from social media. That leaves it to the Senate to take the next step in finalizing the world-first law.
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            A digital rights advocate said Wednesday she had been "appalled' by the Australian government's social media ban legislation process. Australia's House of Representatives on Wednesday passed a bill that would ban children younger than 16 years-old from social media, leaving it to the Senate to finalize the world-first law.
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            Wayne Holdsworth became an advocate for banning Australian children younger than 16 from social media because his son took his own life after falling victim to an online sextortion scam. Mac Holdsworth died last year at his Melbourne family home after a man who purported to be an 18-year-old woman demanded money for an intimate image the boy had shared. Since then, the grieving father has taken his tragic story to around 20 schools to warn students of the risks of social media.
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            A young girl uses her phone while sitting on a bench in Sydney, Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            14-year-old Henry, right, and Angel, 15, use their phones to view social media in Sydney, Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            Australian Treasurer Jim Chalmers, right, gestures as he and Industry Minister Ed Husic speak to the media during a press conference at Parliament House in Canberra, Friday, Nov. 22, 2024. (Lukas Coch/AAP Image via AP)
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            Australia's Minister for Communications, Michelle Rowland, introduces the Online Safety Amendment Bill in the House of Representatives at Parliament House in Canberra, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (Mick Tsikas/AAP Image via AP)/AAP Image via AP)
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            Australian Communications Minister Michelle Rowland speaks during House of Representatives Question Time at Parliament House in Canberra, Monday, Nov.18, 2024. (Lukas Coch/AAP Image via AP)
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            Online safety advocate Sonya Ryan attends a press conference at Parliament House in Canberra, Australia on June 15, 2021. Ryan knows from personal tragedy how dangerous social media can be for children. (Mick Tsikas/AAP Image via AP)
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            In this image made from video released by Leo Puglisi, 17-year-old Leo Puglisi records his online streaming news service 6 News Australia, from Melbourne, Australia in January 2024. (Leo Puglisi via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 12 | 
            In this October 2023 photo provided by the Holdsworth family, Wayne Holdsworth sits with his son Mac on a family holiday in Hawaii. (Maggie Holdsworth via AP)
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            In this October 2023 photo provided by the Holdsworth family, Wayne Holdsworth sits with his son Mac on a family holiday in Hawaii. (Maggie Holdsworth via AP)
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                                    Wayne Holdsworth became an advocate for banning Australian children younger than 16 from social media because his son took his own life after falling victim to an online sextortion scam. Mac Holdsworth died last year at his Melbourne family home after a man who purported to be an 18-year-old woman demanded money for an intimate image the boy had shared. Since then, the grieving father has taken his tragic story to around 20 schools to warn students of the risks of social media.
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 12

                                    
                                    A young girl uses her phone while sitting on a bench in Sydney, Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 12 | 
            14-year-old Henry, right, and Angel, 15, use their phones to view social media in Sydney, Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 12

                                    
                                    14-year-old Henry, right, and Angel, 15, use their phones to view social media in Sydney, Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 12 | 
            Australian Treasurer Jim Chalmers, right, gestures as he and Industry Minister Ed Husic speak to the media during a press conference at Parliament House in Canberra, Friday, Nov. 22, 2024. (Lukas Coch/AAP Image via AP)
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            Australia's Minister for Communications, Michelle Rowland, introduces the Online Safety Amendment Bill in the House of Representatives at Parliament House in Canberra, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (Mick Tsikas/AAP Image via AP)/AAP Image via AP)
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            Australian Communications Minister Michelle Rowland speaks during House of Representatives Question Time at Parliament House in Canberra, Monday, Nov.18, 2024. (Lukas Coch/AAP Image via AP)
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            Online safety advocate Sonya Ryan attends a press conference at Parliament House in Canberra, Australia on June 15, 2021. Ryan knows from personal tragedy how dangerous social media can be for children. (Mick Tsikas/AAP Image via AP)
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            In this image made from video released by Leo Puglisi, 17-year-old Leo Puglisi records his online streaming news service 6 News Australia, from Melbourne, Australia in January 2024. (Leo Puglisi via AP)
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            In this October 2023 photo provided by the Holdsworth family, Wayne Holdsworth sits with his son Mac on a family holiday in Hawaii. (Maggie Holdsworth via AP)
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Australia's House of Representatives on Wednesday passed a bill that would ban children younger than 16 years old from social media, leaving it to the Senate to finalize the world-first law.
The major parties backed the bill that would make platforms including TikTok, Facebook, Snapchat, Reddit, X and Instagram liable for fines of up to 50 million Australian dollars ($33 million) for systemic failures to prevent young children from holding accounts.
The legislation passed 102 to 13. If the bill becomes law this week, the platforms would have one year to work out how to implement the age restrictions before the penalties are enforced.
Opposition lawmaker Dan Tehan told Parliament the government had agreed to accept amendments in the Senate that would bolster privacy protections. Platforms would not be allowed to compel users to provide government-issued identity documents including passports or driver's licenses, nor could they demand digital identification through a government system.

    


"Will it be perfect? No. But is any law perfect? No, it's not. But if it helps, even if it helps in just the smallest of ways, it will make a huge difference to people's lives," Tehan told Parliament.




The bill was introduced to the Senate late Wednesday but it adjourned for the day hours later without putting it to a vote. The legislation will likely be passed on Thursday, the Parliament's final session for the year and potentially the last before elections, which are due within months.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The major parties' support all but guarantees the legislation will pass in the Senate, where no party holds a majority of seats.
Lawmakers who were not aligned with either the government or the opposition were most critical of the legislation during debate on Tuesday and Wednesday.
Criticisms include that the legislation had been rushed through Parliament without adequate scrutiny, would not work, would create privacy risks for users of all ages and would take away parents' authority to decide what's best for their children.

    


Critics also argue the ban would isolate children, deprive them of positive aspects of social media, drive children to the dark web, make children too young for social media reluctant to report harms encountered, and take away incentives for platforms to make online spaces safer.
Independent lawmaker Zoe Daniel said the legislation would "make zero difference to the harms that are inherent to social media."
"The true object of this legislation is not to make social media safe by design, but to make parents and voters feel like the government is doing something about it," Daniel told Parliament.
"There is a reason why the government parades this legislation as world-leading, that's because no other country wants to do it," she added.
The platforms had asked for the vote to be delayed until at least June next year when a government-commissioned evaluation of age assurance technologies made its report on how the ban could be enforced. 
Melbourne resident Wayne Holdsworth, whose 17-year-old son Mac took his own life last year after falling victim to an online sextortion scam, described the bill as "absolutely essential for the safety of our children."


    


"It's not the only thing that we need to do to protect them because education is the key, but to provide some immediate support for our children and parents to be able to manage this, it's a great step," the 65-year-old online safety campaigner told The Associated Press on Tuesday.
"And in my opinion, it's the greatest time in our country's history," he added, referring to the pending legal reform.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/australia-social-media-young-children-bf0ca2aedaf61b71fe335421240e94c4



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    What to know about the Israel-Hezbollah ceasefire deal  | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



What to know about the ceasefire deal between Israel and Lebanon's Hezbollah

    What to know about the ceasefire deal between Israel and Lebanon's Hezbollah

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Rescuers use an excavator as they search for victims at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a building in Beirut, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Rescuers use an excavator as they search for victims at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a building in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            In this screen grab image from video provide by the Israeli Government Press Office, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu makes a televised statement Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Jerusalem, Israel. (Israeli Government Press Office via AP)
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            People take shelter in a metro station as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets from Lebanon in Haifa, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Rescuers use an excavator as they search for victims at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a building in Beirut, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 5

                                    
                                    Rescuers use an excavator as they search for victims at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a building in Beirut, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            Rescuers use an excavator as they search for victims at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a building in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            In this screen grab image from video provide by the Israeli Government Press Office, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu makes a televised statement Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Jerusalem, Israel. (Israeli Government Press Office via AP)
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                                        A ceasefire deal that went into effect on Wednesday could end more than a year of cross-border fighting between Israel and Lebanon's Hezbollah militant group, raising hopes and renewing difficult questions in a region gripped by conflict.
The U.S.- and France-brokered deal, approved by Israel late Tuesday, calls for an initial two-month halt to fighting and requires Hezbollah to end its armed presence in southern Lebanon, while Israeli troops are to return to their side of the border. It offers both sides an off-ramp from hostilities that have driven more than 1.2 million Lebanese and 50,000 Israelis from their homes.
An intense bombing campaign by Israel has left more than 3,700 people dead, many of them civilians, Lebanese officials say. Over 130 people have been killed on the Israeli side.
But while it could significantly calm the tensions that have inflamed the region, the deal does little directly to resolve the much deadlier war that has raged in Gaza since the Hamas attack on southern Israel in October 2023 that killed 1,200 people.

    


Hezbollah, which began firing scores of rockets into Israel the following day in support of Hamas, previously said it would keep fighting until there was a stop to the fighting in Gaza. With the new cease-fire, it has backed away from that pledge, in effect leaving Hamas isolated and fighting a war alone.
Here's what to know about the tentative ceasefire agreement and its potential implications:

    


The terms of the deal
The agreement reportedly calls for a 60-day halt in fighting that would see Israeli troops retreat to their side of the border while requiring Hezbollah to end its armed presence in a broad swath of southern Lebanon. President Joe Biden said Tuesday that the deal is set to take effect at 4 a.m. local time on Wednesday (9 p.m. EST Tuesday).
Under the deal, thousands of Lebanese troops and U.N. peacekeepers are to deploy to the region south of the Litani River. An international panel lead by the U.S. would monitor compliance by all sides. Biden said the deal "was designed to be a permanent cessation of hostilities."
Israel has demanded the right to act should Hezbollah violate its obligations, but Lebanese officials rejected writing that into the proposal. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Tuesday that the military would strike Hezbollah if the U.N. peacekeeping force, known as UNIFIL, does not enforce the deal.
Lingering uncertainty
Hezbollah indicated it would give the ceasefire pact a chance, but one of the group's leaders said the group's support for the deal hinged on clarity that Israel would not renew its attacks.
"After reviewing the agreement signed by the enemy government, we will see if there is a match between what we stated and what was agreed upon by the Lebanese officials," Mahmoud Qamati, deputy chair of Hezbollah's political council, told the Qatari satellite news network Al Jazeera.
"We want an end to the aggression, of course, but not at the expense of the sovereignty of the state" of Lebanon, he said.
The European Union's top diplomat, Josep Borrell, said Tuesday that Israel's security concerns had been addressed in the deal. 

    


Where the fighting has left both sides
After months of cross-border bombings, Israel can claim major victories, including the killing of Hezbollah's top leader, Hassan Nasrallah, most of his senior commanders and the destruction of extensive militant infrastructure.
A complex attack in September involving the explosion of hundreds of walkie-talkies and pagers used by Hezbollah was widely attributed to Israel, signaling a remarkable penetration of the militant group.
The damage inflicted on Hezbollah has hit not only in its ranks, but the reputation it built by fighting Israel to a stalemate in the 2006 war. Still, its fighters managed to put up heavy resistance on the ground, slowing Israel's advance while continuing to fire scores of rockets, missiles and drones across the border each day.
The ceasefire offers relief to both sides, giving Israel's overstretched army a break and allowing Hezbollah leaders to tout the group's effectiveness in holding their ground despite Israel's massive advantage in weaponry. But the group is likely to face a reckoning, with many Lebanese accusing it of tying their country's fate to Gaza's at the service of key ally Iran, inflicting great damage on a Lebanese economy that was already in grave condition.

    


No answers for Gaza
Until now, Hezbollah has insisted that it would only halt its attacks on Israel when it agreed to stop fighting in Gaza. Some in the region are likely to view a deal between the Lebanon-based group and Israel as a capitulation.
In Gaza, where officials say the war has killed more than 44,000 Palestinians, Israel's attacks have inflicted a heavy toll on Hamas, including the killing of the group's top leaders. But Hamas fighters continue to hold scores of Israeli hostages, giving the militant group a bargaining chip if indirect ceasefire negotiations resume. 

    


Hamas is likely to continue to demand a lasting truce and a full Israeli withdrawal from Gaza in any such deal, while Netanyahu on Tuesday reiterated his pledge to continue the war until Hamas is destroyed and all hostages are freed.
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, whose forces were ousted from Gaza by Hamas in 2007 and who hopes to one day rule over the territory again as part of an independent Palestinian state, offered a pointed reminder Tuesday of the intractability of the war, demanding urgent international intervention.

"The only way to halt the dangerous escalation we are witnessing in the region, and maintain regional and international stability, security and peace, is to resolve the question of Palestine," he said in a speech to the U.N. read by his ambassador.
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            FILE - A United Nations helicopter carrying Italian peacekeepers takes off from the UNIFIL headquarters for a patrol over the Blue Line, a U.N.-drawn boundary between Lebanon and Israel, in the costal town of Naqoura, southern Lebanon, Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2018. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)
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            FILE - An Israeli police officer runs to the site where a Hezbollah-fired rocket directly hit a building in the northern costal town of Nahariya, on July 13, 2006. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)
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            FILE - Smoke rises and debris flies from a bridge as it is targeted by an Israeli air raid, in the Zahrani region, on the Mediterranean coast, southern Lebanon, on July 14, 2006. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari, File)
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            FILE - A Spanish U.N. peacekeeper stands atop an armored personnel carrier as U.N. flags are seen in the Spanish troops' new base in the southern village of Taibeh, Lebanon, Sunday, Sept. 17, 2006, as they joined the expansion of the UNIFIL peacekeeping force in Lebanon under a new Security Council resolution. (AP Photo/Alvaro Barrientos, File)
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            FILE - Peacekeepers representing 41 different national contingents that make up the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), prepare to raise flags during a ceremony to mark the 40th anniversary of its peacekeeping presence in southern Lebanon, at the mission headquarters in the coastal town of Naqoura, Lebanon, Monday, March 19, 2018. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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            In this screen grab image from video provide by the Israeli Government Press Office, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu makes a televised statement Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Jerusalem, Israel. (Israeli Government Press Office via AP)
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            President Joe Biden walks out to speak in the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            FILE - An Israeli police officer runs to the site where a Hezbollah-fired rocket directly hit a building in the northern costal town of Nahariya, on July 13, 2006. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)
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            FILE - Smoke rises and debris flies from a bridge as it is targeted by an Israeli air raid, in the Zahrani region, on the Mediterranean coast, southern Lebanon, on July 14, 2006. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari, File)
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            FILE - A Spanish U.N. peacekeeper stands atop an armored personnel carrier as U.N. flags are seen in the Spanish troops' new base in the southern village of Taibeh, Lebanon, Sunday, Sept. 17, 2006, as they joined the expansion of the UNIFIL peacekeeping force in Lebanon under a new Security Council resolution. (AP Photo/Alvaro Barrientos, File)
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            FILE - Peacekeepers representing 41 different national contingents that make up the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), prepare to raise flags during a ceremony to mark the 40th anniversary of its peacekeeping presence in southern Lebanon, at the mission headquarters in the coastal town of Naqoura, Lebanon, Monday, March 19, 2018. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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            In this screen grab image from video provide by the Israeli Government Press Office, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu makes a televised statement Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Jerusalem, Israel. (Israeli Government Press Office via AP)
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            President Joe Biden walks out to speak in the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- In 2006, after a bruising monthlong war between Israel and Lebanon's Hezbollah militant group, the United Nations Security Council unanimously voted for a resolution to end the conflict and pave the way for lasting security along the border.
But while relative calm stood for nearly two decades, Resolution 1701's terms were never fully enforced.
Now, figuring out how to finally enforce it is key to a U.S.-brokered deal that brought a ceasefire Wednesday.
In late September, after nearly a year of low-level clashes, the conflict between Israel and Hezbollah spiraled into all-out war and an Israeli ground invasion. As Israeli jets pound deep inside Lebanon and Hezbollah fires rockets deeper into northern Israel, U.N. and diplomatic officials again turned to the 2006 resolution in a bid to end the conflict.
Years of deeply divided politics and regionwide geopolitical hostilities have halted substantial progress on its implementation, yet the international community believes Resolution 1701 is still the brightest prospect for long-term stability between Israel and Lebanon. 
Almost two decades after the last war between Israel and Hezbollah, the United States led shuttle diplomacy efforts between Lebanon and Israel to agree on a ceasefire proposal that renewed commitment to the resolution, this time with an implementation plan to try to reinvigorate the document.

    


What is UNSC Resolution 1701?
In 2000, Israel withdrew its forces from most of southern Lebanon along a U.N.-demarcated "Blue Line" that separated the two countries and the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory. U.N. peacekeeping forces in Lebanon, known as UNIFIL, increased their presence along the line of withdrawal.
Resolution 1701 was supposed to complete Israel's withdrawal from southern Lebanon and ensure Hezbollah would move north of the Litani River, keeping the area exclusively under the Lebanese military and U.N. peacekeepers.
Up to 15,000 U.N. peacekeepers would help to maintain calm, return displaced Lebanese and secure the area alongside the Lebanese military.
The goal was long-term security, with land borders eventually demarcated to resolve territorial disputes.
The resolution also reaffirmed previous ones that call for the disarmament of all armed groups in Lebanon -- Hezbollah among them.
"It was made for a certain situation and context," Elias Hanna, a retired Lebanese army general, told The Associated Press. "But as time goes on, the essence of the resolution begins to hollow."
Has Resolution 1701 been implemented?
For years, Lebanon and Israel blamed each other for countless violations along the tense frontier. Israel said Hezbollah's elite Radwan Force and growing arsenal remained, and accused the group of using a local environmental organization to spy on troops. Lebanon complained about Israeli military jets and naval ships entering Lebanese territory even when there was no active conflict.
"You had a role of the UNIFIL that slowly eroded like any other peacekeeping with time that has no clear mandate," said Joseph Bahout, the director of the Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy at the American University of Beirut. "They don't have permission to inspect the area without coordinating with the Lebanese army."

    


UNIFIL for years has urged Israel to withdraw from some territory north of the frontier, but to no avail. In the ongoing war, the peacekeeping mission has accused Israel, as well as Hezbollah, of obstructing and harming its forces and infrastructure. 
Hezbollah's power, meanwhile, has grown, both in its arsenal and as a political influence in the Lebanese state.
The Iran-backed group was essential in keeping Syrian President Bashar Assad in power when armed opposition groups tried to topple him, and it supports Iran-backed groups in Iraq and Yemen. It has an estimated 150,000 rockets and missiles, including precision-guided missiles pointed at Israel, and has introduced drones into its arsenal.
Hanna says Hezbollah "is something never seen before as a non-state actor" with political and military influence.

    


How do mediators hope to implement 1701 almost two decades later?
Israel's security Cabinet approved the ceasefire agreement late Tuesday, according to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office. The ceasefire began at 4 a.m. local time Wednesday. 
Efforts led by the U.S. and France for the ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah underscored that they still view the resolution as key. For almost a year, Washington has promoted various versions of a deal that would gradually lead to its full implementation. 
International mediators hope that by boosting financial support for the Lebanese army -- which was not a party in the Israel-Hezbollah war -- Lebanon can deploy some 6,000 additional troops south of the Litani River to help enforce the resolution. Under the deal, an international monitoring committee headed by the United States would oversee implementation to ensure that Hezbollah and Israel's withdrawals take place.

    


It is not entirely clear how the committee would work or how potential violations would be reported and dealt with.
The circumstances now are far more complicated than in 2006. Some are still skeptical of the resolution's viability given that the political realities and balance of power both regionally and within Lebanon have dramatically changed since then.
"You're tying 1701 with a hundred things," Bahout said. "A resolution is the reflection of a balance of power and political context."

Now with the ceasefire in place, the hope is that Israel and Lebanon can begin negotiations to demarcate their land border and settle disputes over several points along the Blue Line for long-term security after decades of conflict and tension.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Mideast wars at https://apnews.com/hub/mideast-wars
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            Paramilitary soldiers stand guard along roadside to ensure security in Islamabad, Pakistan, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 10 | 
            A motorcyclist drives through the damaged vehicles left behind by supporters of imprisoned former Prime Minister Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party when security forces launched an operation Tuesday night to disperse them, in Islamabad, Pakistan, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            Scavengers look useful stuff from a burnt container which was used by leaders of imprisoned former Prime Minister Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party for speech and left behind when security forces launched an operation Tuesday night to disperse them, in Islamabad, Pakistan, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 10 | 
            Workers clean an area near the damaged vehicles left behind by supporters of imprisoned former Prime Minister Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party when security forces launched an operation Tuesday night to disperse them, in Islamabad, Pakistan, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 10 | 
            A poster of imprisoned former premier Imran Khan is displayed on a damaged vehicle left behind by supporters of Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party after clashes with security forces the night before, in Islamabad, Pakistan, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            Paramilitary soldiers stand guard along roadside to ensure security in Islamabad, Pakistan, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            A motorcyclist drives through the damaged vehicles left behind by supporters of imprisoned former Prime Minister Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party when security forces launched an operation Tuesday night to disperse them, in Islamabad, Pakistan, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- Authorities reopened roads linking Pakistan's capital with the rest of the country, ending a four-day lockdown, on Wednesday after using tear gas and firing into the air to disperse supporters of imprisoned former Prime Minister Imran Khan who marched to Islamabad to demand his release from prison.
"All roads are being reopened, and the demonstrators have been dispersed," Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi said. 
Khan's wife, Bushra Bibi, who was leading the protest, and other demonstrators fled in vehicles when police pushed back against the rallygoers following clashes in which at least seven people were killed.
The police operation came hours after thousands of Khan supporters, defying government warnings, broke through a barrier of shipping containers blocking off Islamabad and entered a high-security zone, where they clashed with security forces.


    


Tension has been high in Islamabad since Sunday when supporters of the former prime minister began a "long march" from the restive northwest to demand his release. Khan has been in a prison for over a year and faces more than 150 criminal cases that his party says are politically motivated.




Hundreds of demonstrators have been arrested since Sunday.
Bibi and leaders of her husband's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party fled to Mansehra in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, where the party still rules.
Khan, who remains a popular opposition figure, was ousted in 2022 through a no-confidence vote in Parliament.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pakistan-lockdown-islamabad-imran-khan-rally-b172154133ea27ae1e9cb4a6dea42a88
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            Israel approved a United States-brokered ceasefire agreement with Lebanon's Hezbollah on Tuesday that would end nearly 14 months of fighting linked to the war in the Gaza Strip.
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            Displaced Lebanese families celebrated on Tuesday in the yard of their shelter in Sidon city ahead of the announcement of a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah.
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            Ahead of Israel's approval of a United States-brokered ceasefire agreement with Lebanon's Hezbollah group, displaced Israelis in the north of the country and relatives of hostages still being held in Gaza shared their views on the proposals.
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            Displaced families carry mattresses as they prepare to return to their villages after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect in Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A woman carries a picture of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah as she returns to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            People sit in traffic as they return to their villages after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect in Ghazieh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People in a car return back to their villages with their belongings after a ceasefire between Hezbollah and Israel began early morning, as they pass in front of a destroyed building that was hit in an Israeli airstrike, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People hug each other upon their arrival at their neighborhood as they celebrate a ceasefire between Hezbollah and Israel, which began early morning, in Tyre, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People celebrate after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect in Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Rescuers search for victims at the site of an Israeli airstrike that targeted a building in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 15 | 
            In this screen grab image from video provide by the Israeli Government Press Office, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu makes a televised statement Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Jerusalem, Israel. (Israeli Government Press Office via AP)
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            People take shelter in a metro station as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets from Lebanon in Haifa, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Rescuers and residents search for victims at the site of an Israeli airstrike that targeted a building in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Journalists watch the smoke rising between buildings hit in Israeli airstrikes near the Palestinian refugee camp of Rashidiyeh, as it seen from Tyre city, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Rescuers use an excavator as they search for victims at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a building in Beirut, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    Ahead of Israel's approval of a United States-brokered ceasefire agreement with Lebanon's Hezbollah group, displaced Israelis in the north of the country and relatives of hostages still being held in Gaza shared their views on the proposals.
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            Displaced families carry mattresses as they prepare to return to their villages after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect in Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 15

                                    
                                    Displaced families carry mattresses as they prepare to return to their villages after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect in Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 15 | 
            A woman carries a picture of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah as she returns to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            People celebrate after a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect in Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Rescuers search for victims at the site of an Israeli airstrike that targeted a building in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            In this screen grab image from video provide by the Israeli Government Press Office, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu makes a televised statement Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Jerusalem, Israel. (Israeli Government Press Office via AP)
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            People take shelter in a metro station as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets from Lebanon in Haifa, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Rescuers and residents search for victims at the site of an Israeli airstrike that targeted a building in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Journalists watch the smoke rising between buildings hit in Israeli airstrikes near the Palestinian refugee camp of Rashidiyeh, as it seen from Tyre city, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Rescuers use an excavator as they search for victims at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a building in Beirut, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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    Follow for live updates: Israel and Lebanon's Hezbollah agree to a ceasefire to end nearly 14 months of fighting.


    


JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israel and Lebanon-based Hezbollah militants began a ceasefire Wednesday in a major step toward ending nearly 14 months of fighting as a region on edge wondered whether it will hold.
Some celebratory gunshots could be heard in parts of Beirut's southern suburbs, battered over the past two months, but no immediate violations of the ceasefire were reported. 
Israel has said it will attack if Hezbollah breaks the agreement, and an Israeli military spokesman, in an Arabic-language X post in the first half-hour of the ceasefire, warned evacuated residents of southern Lebanon to not head home yet, saying the military remained deployed there.
The ceasefire calls for an initial two-month halt to fighting and requires Hezbollah to end its armed presence in southern Lebanon, while Israeli troops are to return to their side of the border. Thousands of additional Lebanese troopsand U.N. peacekeepers would deploy in the south, and an international panel headed by the United States would monitor compliance.

    


The ceasefire began at 4 a.m. Wednesday, a day after Israel carried out its most intense wave of airstrikes in Beirut since the start of the conflict that in recent weeks turned into all-out war. At least 42 people were killed in strikes across the country, according to local authorities.




The ceasefire does not address the devastating war in Gaza, where Hamas is still holding dozens of hostages and the conflict is more intractable.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
There appeared to be lingering disagreement over whether Israel would have the right to strike Hezbollah if it believed the militants had violated the agreement, something Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu insisted was part of the deal but which Lebanese and Hezbollah officials have rejected.
Israel's security Cabinet approved the U.S.-France-brokered ceasefire agreement after Netanyahu presented it, his office said. President Joe Biden, speaking in Washington, called the agreement "good news" and said his administration would make a renewed push for a ceasefire in Gaza.

    


The Biden administration spent much of this year trying to broker a ceasefire and hostage release in Gaza but the talks repeatedly sputtered to a halt. President-elect Donald Trump has vowed to bring peace to the Middle East without saying how, and his team linked the deal to Trump's looming return to office.
Any halt to the fighting in Lebanon is expected to reduce the likelihood of war between Israel and Iran, which backs both Hezbollah and Hamas and exchanged direct fire with Israel on two occasions earlier this year.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Netanyahu's office says his security Cabinet has approved ceasefire deal with Hezbollah
    

    
    
    At a news conference, U.N. Human Rights Office spokesman Jeremy Laurence says the High Commissioner has reiterated his call for an immediate ceasefire.

    

Israel says it will 'attack with might' if Hezbollah breaks truce
Netanyahu presented the ceasefire proposal to Cabinet ministers after a televised address in which he listed accomplishments against Israel's enemies. He said a ceasefire with Hezbollah would further isolate Hamas in Gaza and allow Israel to focus on its main enemy, Iran.
"If Hezbollah breaks the agreement and tries to rearm, we will attack," he said. "For every violation, we will attack with might."
Biden said Israel reserved the right to quickly resume operations in Lebanon if Hezbollah breaks the terms of the truce, but that the deal "was designed to be a permanent cessation of hostilities."

    


Netanyahu's office said Israel appreciated the U.S. efforts in securing the deal but "reserves the right to act against every threat to its security."
Lebanon's caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati welcomed the ceasefire and described it as a crucial step toward stability and the return of displaced people.
Hezbollah has said it accepts the proposal, but a senior official with the group said Tuesday it had not seen the agreement in its final form.
"After reviewing the agreement signed by the enemy government, we will see if there is a match between what we stated and what was agreed upon by the Lebanese officials," Mahmoud Qamati, deputy chair of Hezbollah's political council, told the Al Jazeera news network.
"We want an end to the aggression, of course, but not at the expense of the sovereignty of the state," he said, referring to Israel's demand for freedom of action. "Any violation of sovereignty is refused."

    


Warplanes bombard Beirut and its southern suburbs 
Even as ceasefire efforts gained momentum in recent days, Israel continued to strike what it called Hezbollah targets across Lebanon while the militants fired rockets, missiles and drones across the border.
An Israeli strike on Tuesday leveled a residential building in central Beirut -- the second time in recent days warplanes have hit the crowded area near downtown. At least seven people were killed and 37 wounded, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry.
Israel also struck a building in Beirut's bustling commercial district of Hamra for the first time, hitting a site around 400 meters (yards) from Lebanon's Central Bank. There were no reports of casualties.
The Israeli military said it struck targets linked to Hezbollah's financial arm.

    


The evacuation warnings covered many areas, including parts of Beirut that previously were not targeted. Residents fled. Traffic was gridlocked, with mattresses tied to some cars. Dozens of people, some wearing pajamas, gathered in a central square, huddling under blankets or standing around fires as Israeli drones buzzed overhead.
Israeli military spokesman Avichay Adraee issued evacuation warnings for 20 buildings in Beirut's southern suburbs, where Hezbollah has a major presence, as well as a warning for the southern town of Naqoura where the U.N. peacekeeping mission, UNIFIL, is headquartered.
UNIFIL spokesperson Andrea Tenenti said peacekeepers will not evacuate.
Israeli forces reach Litani River in southern Lebanon
The Israeli military also said its ground troops clashed with Hezbollah forces and destroyed rocket launchers in the Slouqi area on the eastern end of the Litani River, a few kilometers (miles) from the Israeli border.
Under the ceasefire deal, Hezbollah is required to move its forces north of the Litani, which in some places is about 30 kilometers (20 miles) north of the border.
Hezbollah began firing into northern Israel on Oct. 8, 2023, saying it was showing support for the Palestinians, a day after Hamas carried out its attack on southern Israel, triggering the Gaza war. Israel returned fire on Hezbollah, and the two sides have exchanged barrages ever since.
Israel escalated its bombardment in mid-September and later sent troops into Lebanon, vowing to put an end to Hezbollah fire so tens of thousands of evacuated Israelis could return to their homes.
More than 3,760 people have been killed by Israeli fire in Lebanon the past 13 months, many of them civilians, according to Lebanese health officials. The bombardment has driven 1.2 million people from their homes. Israel says it has killed more than 2,000 Hezbollah members.
Hezbollah fire has forced some 50,000 Israelis to  evacuate in the country's north, and its rockets have reached as far south in Israel as Tel Aviv. At least 75 people have been killed, more than half of them civilians. More than 50 Israeli soldiers have died in the ground offensive in Lebanon.
___

Chehayeb and Mroue reported from Beirut and Federman from Jerusalem. Associated Press reporters Lujain Jo and Sally Abou AlJoud in Beirut and Aamer Madhani in Washington contributed.
___
Find more of AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            FILE - Poland's Iga Swiatek shows her bronze medal after the Women's Singles tennis final at the Roland Garros stadium at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)
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            FILE - Poland's Iga Swiatek kisses the trophy after winning the women's final of the French Open tennis tournament against Italy's Jasmine Paolini at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France, Saturday, June 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Poland's Iga Swiatek returns the ball against Italy's Jasmine Paolini during the Billie Jean King Cup semi-final tennis match at Martin Carpena Sports Hall in Malaga, southern Spain, on Monday, Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            FILE - Poland's Iga Swiatek serves against Italy's Jasmine Paolini during the Billie Jean King Cup semi-final tennis match at Martin Carpena Sports Hall in Malaga, southern Spain, on Monday, Nov. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)
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            FILE - Iga Swiatek of Poland looks on during her match against Irina-Camelia Begu of Romania during a women's singles tennis competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            FILE - Iga Swiatek of Poland eyes on the ball as she plays against Anna Karolina Schmiedlova of Slovakia during their women's bronze medal match, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)
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                                        Five-time Grand Slam champion Iga Swiatek accepted a one-month suspension after testing positive for the banned substance trimetazidine, a heart medication known as TMZ, the International Tennis Integrity Agency announced Thursday.
Swiatek failed an out-of-competition drug test in August, and the ITIA accepted her explanation that the result was unintentional and caused by the contamination of a nonprescription medication, melatonin, that Swiatek was taking for issues with jet lag and sleeping.
It was determined her level of fault was "at the lowest end of the range for no significant fault or negligence," the ITIA said.
"This experience, the most difficult in my life so far, taught me a lot," Swiatek, a 23-year-old from Poland, said in a video she posted on social media.
"The whole thing will definitely stay with me for the rest of my life. It took a lot to return to training after the situation nearly broke my heart, so there were many tears and lots of sleepless nights," Swiatek said, speaking in Polish with an English translation scrolling across the top of the post. "The worst part of it was the uncertainty. I didn't know what was going to happen with my career, how things would end or if I would be allowed to play tennis at all."

    


This is the second recent high-profile doping case in tennis: The top-ranked man, Jannik Sinner, failed two tests for a steroid in March and was cleared in August, right before the start of the U.S. Open, which he went on to win for his second Grand Slam title of the season. Sinner did not miss any competition; the World Anti-Doping Agency has appealed the ruling that exonerated him.




Swiatek reached No. 1 in the WTA rankings for the first time in April 2022, and she remained there much of the time since but is now at No. 2 after being overtaken by Aryna Sabalenka in October.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Swiatek won the French Open in June for her fourth title there and fifth major championship overall, then took home a bronze medal at the Paris Olympics in early August.

    


"The WTA fully supports Iga during this difficult time. Iga has consistently demonstrated a strong commitment to fair play and upholding the principles of clean sport, and this unfortunate incident highlights the challenges athletes face in navigating the use of medications and supplements," the women's tennis tour said in a statement. "The WTA remains steadfast in our support for a clean sport and the rigorous processes that protect the integrity of competition. We also emphasize that athletes must take every precaution to verify the safety and compliance of all products they use, as even unintentional exposure to prohibited substances can have significant consequences."
Swiatek formally admitted the anti-doping rule violation on Wednesday and accepted her penalty. TMZ is the drug at the center of the case involving 23 Chinese swimmers who remained eligible despite testing positive for performance enhancers in 2021.
Swiatek said she was "shocked" by her test result and had never heard of TMZ. She said she's been using melatonin "for a long time," adding that "all my traveling, jet lag and work-related stress mean that sometimes without it, I couldn't fall asleep."

    


She already was provisionally suspended from Sept. 22 to Oct. 4, missing three tournaments during the post-U.S. Open hard-court swing in Asia -- the Korea Open, the China Open and the Wuhan Open.
That provisional ban was ended after her appeal showed that her test result came inadvertently from contaminated melatonin.
Because the ultimate agreement was for a month suspension, she will serve the remaining eight days now, while there's no competition, and be cleared to return to play as of Dec. 4.
"I can start my new season with a clean slate, focused on what I've always done -- simply playing tennis," said Swiatek, who hired Wim Fissette as her coach in October.
Swiatek also was fined the prize money of $158,944 that she earned for her semifinal run at the Cincinnati Open in August, the event immediately following the positive test.

    


"Once the source of the TMZ had been established, it became clear that this was a highly unusual instance of a contaminated product, which in Poland is a regulated medicine. However, the product does not have the same designation globally, and the fact that a product is a regulated medication in one country cannot of itself be sufficient to avoid any level of fault," ITIA CEO Karen Moorhouse said.

"Taking into account the nature of the medication, and all the circumstances, it does place that fault at the lowest end of the scale," Moorhouse said. "This case is an important reminder for tennis players of the strict liability nature of the World Anti-Doping Code and the importance of players carefully considering the use of supplements and medications."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            Minnesota Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards (5) reacts to an official's call during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Sacramento Kings, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Ellen Schmidt)
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            Minnesota Timberwolves forward Julius Randle (30) and center Rudy Gobert (27) react during the second half of an NBA basketball game against the Sacramento Kings, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Ellen Schmidt)
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            Minnesota Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards (5) dribbles around Sacramento Kings forward Keegan Murray (13) during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Ellen Schmidt)
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            Minnesota Timberwolves forward Julius Randle (30) passes the ball while Sacramento Kings forward Domantas Sabonis (11) defends during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Ellen Schmidt)
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            Sacramento Kings guard De'Aaron Fox (5) elevates to shoot against Minnesota Timberwolves center Rudy Gobert (27) while Kings center Alex Len, right, looks on during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Ellen Schmidt)
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            Sacramento Kings forward Domantas Sabonis (11) dunks while Minnesota Timberwolves forward Jaden McDaniels (3) defends during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Ellen Schmidt)
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            Minnesota Timberwolves head coach Chris Finch watches the action during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Sacramento Kings, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Ellen Schmidt)
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            Sacramento Kings guard Malik Monk (0) celebrates after scoring a three-point basket during the second half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Ellen Schmidt)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- In his four-plus NBA seasons, Anthony Edwards has never been afraid to speak his mind.
But the Minnesota Timberwolves star was particularly candid in a profanity-laced explanation of his team's recent struggles following a 115-104 loss to the Sacramento Kings on Wednesday night.
"I think it's we soft as (heck) as a team, internally," Edwards said. "Not to the other team, but internally, we soft. We can't talk to each other. Just a bunch of little kids. Just like we playing with a bunch of little kids. Everybody, the whole team. We just can't talk to each other. And we've got to figure it out, because we can't go down this road."
Minnesota reached the 2024 Western Conference finals. But the Timberwolves have lost four in a row and seven of nine after starting 6-3 this season. A lineup that experienced a significant shakeup late in the offseason with the Karl-Anthony Towns trade still looks disjointed at times.

    


That includes blowing a 12-point fourth-quarter lead against Sacramento a day after losing 117-111 in overtime to Houston at home.
"We look like frontrunners for sure tonight," Edwards said Wednesday. "We was down, nobody wanted to say nothing. We got up and everybody (was) cheering and (hyped up). We get down again and don't nobody say nothing. That's the definition of a frontrunner. We as a team, including myself, we all was frontrunners tonight."




"Everybody right now is on different agendas," he added. "I think that's one of the main culprits of why we're losing."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Edwards, who led the Timberwolves with 29 points on 9-of-24 shooting, didn't only admonish his teammates after the game. More than once, he could be seen communicating demonstratively in the huddle with Julius Randle, Rudy Gobert and others.
Randle and guard Donte DiVincenzo were the top gets in the October trade that sent Karl-Anthony Towns to New York three weeks before the start of the season. Both have experienced up-and-down starts to their Twin Cities tenures.

    


Towns, meanwhile, has settled in comfortably with the Knicks.
Edwards said this isn't just about the new guys, though.
"I'm talking about the whole team," Edwards said. "However many of us it is, all 15, we go into our own shell and we're just growing away from each other. It's obvious. We can see it. I can see it, the team can see it, the coaches can see it."
So can the fans, who voiced their collective displeasure more than once Wednesday night.

"The fans (are) booing us," said Edwards, whose team is 8-10 heading into Friday's game against the Los Angeles Clippers. "That (stuff) is crazy, man. We're getting booed in our home arena. That's so (freaking) disrespectful, it's crazy."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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            New Orleans Pelicans guard CJ McCollum (3) falls for a loose ball against Toronto Raptors guard Ja'Kobe Walter in the first half of an NBA basketball game in New Orleans, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            New Orleans Pelicans forward Zion Williamson, second right, and forward Brandon Ingram, second left, sit on the bench with center Yves Missi (21) and forward Jamal Cain in the second half of an NBA basketball game in New Orleans, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. The Raptors won 119-93. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            New Orleans Pelicans head coach WIllie Green greets guard Javonte Green (4) as he walks to the bench in the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Toronto Raptors in New Orleans, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            New Orleans Pelicans guard CJ McCollum (3) drives to the basket between Toronto Raptors guard Jamal Shead and guard RJ Barrett (9) in the second half of an NBA basketball game in New Orleans, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. The Raptors won 119-93. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                        Suffice to say Dejounte Murray enjoyed his first game in a New Orleans Pelicans uniform a lot more than his long-awaited second.
Boos rained down from a large and initially lively Thanksgiving eve crowd as they watched the Toronto Raptors -- a team that came in winless in 10 road games -- take a 34-point lead in the second half.
"If you're not embarrassed and really mad about this, that's a problem," Murray said after New Orleans' 119-93 loss on Wednesday night extended its losing streak to six games. 
"It's not really about the loss, (but) how we lost in front of our fans," Murray continued. "Like, even the fans booing -- I mean, what would you do if you was a fan paying your money? You want to come watch a competitive basketball game, especially from your home team. So, they got all the rights to say what they want, feel how they feel. They deserve a better game."

    


The Pelicans have looked star crossed since Murray fractured his hand at the end of an opening night victory over Chicago on Oct. 23. With Zion Williamson and other starters still in the lineup, they managed to start 2-0.
Since then, injuries have struck the top eight players in the Pelicans' rotation and New Orleans has lost 15 of 17 to drop to 4-15 overall in the highly competitive Western Conference.




Injuries to Murray, Williamson (left hamstring), Brandon Ingram (right calf), CJ McCollum (right adductor) Herb Jones (right shoulder), Trey Murphy III (left knee bruise), Jose Alvarado (left hamstring) and Jordan Hawkins (back) have taken a toll.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Murray missed 17 games before his return to the lineup on Wednesday, one game after McCollum had come back from a 13-game absence. Williamson, Ingram, Murphy, Jones and Alvarado all remained out of the lineup.
"When you've got guys in, guys out, guys in, guys out, it's really tough," Murray said. "But I think it's not tough to compete.

    


"You can't get punked. You can't get pushed around," Murray added. "Tonight, it was just disgusting. We've got to compete. We've got to play harder, no matter who's on the floor."
Murray was unsurprisingly rusty, missing his first seven shots before finishing with 14 points. McCollum scored 19 points. But that wasn't nearly enough to compensate for what coach Willie Green and McCollum suggested was soft defense against Toronto.
The Raptors arrived in New Orleans last in the NBA in 3-pointerss made per game at 10.4. They proceeded to make a season-best 21 against the Pelicans.
"Either they got better overnight, or we've got to do a better job closing out and making it more difficult," McCollum said.
"It was a horrible showing," he added. "From top to bottom, we've all got to be better."
Green, the Pelicans fourth-year coach, lamented what he called "a lack of competition." 
"We allowed a team to come on our home floor and really make us look soft," Green said. "That's what I told our group. That can't happen."
The Pelicans have 63 games left to try to climb back into contention for at least a play-in berth. Their performance at Memphis on Friday night will show how serious they are about turning things around.

    


Players were given part of Thursday off to spend the holiday with family before taking a short flight to Memphis on Thursday night.
"As soon as we get on that plane, we got to lock in to understanding what just happened," Murray said. "You don't want bad habits to carry over."

While McCollum stressed that injuries have made it "hard to establish rhythms and rotations," he described the latest loss as "just a bad game that we can't have."
"Time is ticking," McCollum continued. "And it isn't getting any easier."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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                    FILE - Ippei Mizuhara, left, stands next to Los Angeles Dodgers baseball player Shohei Ohtani, right, during an interview at Dodger Stadium, Feb. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel, File)
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                                        Baseball star Shohei Ohtani wants his former interpreter to hand over hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of baseball cards he says were fraudulently bought using his money.
The Los Angeles Dodgers star is also requesting Ippei Mizuhara, who previously pleaded guilty to bank and tax fraud for stealing nearly $17 million from the unsuspecting athlete, return signed collectible baseball cards depicting Ohtani that were in Mizuhara's "unauthorized and wrongful possession," according to court documents filed Tuesday.
The legal filing alleges Mizuhara accessed Ohtani's bank account beginning around November 2021, changing his security protocols so that he could impersonate him to authorize wire transfers. By 2024, Mizuhara had used that money to buy about $325,000 worth of baseball cards at online resellers eBay and Whatnot, according to the court documents.

    


Mizuhara's attorney, Michael G. Freedman, declined to comment on the filing.
Mizuhara pleaded guilty in June to spending millions from Ohtani's Arizona bank account to cover his growing gambling bets and debts with an illegal bookmaker, as well as his own medical bills and the $325,000 worth of baseball cards.




Mizuhara is due to be sentenced in January after pleading guilty to one count of bank fraud and one count of subscribing to a false tax return, crimes that carry a potential sentence of more than 30 years in federal prison. He also could be on the hook for restitution to Ohtani that could total nearly $17 million, as well as more than $1 million to the IRS. And as a legal permanent resident who has a green card, he might be deported to Japan.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Mizuhara stood by Ohtani's side for many of the Japanese sensation's career highlights, from serving as his catcher during the Home Run Derby at the 2021 All-Star Game, to being there for his two American League MVP wins and his record-shattering $700 million, 10-year deal with the Los Angeles Dodgers.

    


Off the field, Mizuhara became Ohtani's friend and confidant. He famously resigned from the Los Angeles Angels during the 2021 MLB lockout so he could keep speaking to Ohtani -- he was rehired after a deal was struck -- and their wives reportedly socialized.

But Mizuhara gambled it all away, betting tens of millions of dollars that weren't his to wager on international soccer, the NBA, the NFL and college football -- though prosecutors said he never bet on baseball.
Earlier this year, Ohtani and the Dodgers  won the World Series, and the baseball star won his third Most Valuable Player award.
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            UConn forward Alex Karaban (11) reacts to a basket against Dayton during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            UConn forward Alex Karaban, left, wipes his face with his jersey as he and teammates, including forward Jaylin Stewart (3) and forward Isaiah Abraham (4) line up to greet Dayton after losing 85-67 in an NCAA college basketball game at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            From left, Dayton forward Nate Santos, Dayton head coach Anthony Grant, guard Malachi Smith and guard Hamad Mousa (10) celebrate an 85-67 win over UConn in an NCAA college basketball game at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            From left, Dayton forward Nate Santos, Dayton head coach Anthony Grant, guard Malachi Smith, guard Hamad Mousa and forward Zed Key celebrate an 85-67 win over UConn in an NCAA college basketball game at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            UConn forward Alex Karaban (11) goes to the basket against Dayton guard Hamad Mousa (10) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            UConn guard Solo Ball (1) reacts during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Dayton at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Dayton guard Malachi Smith (11) reacts after making a basket against UConnduring the first half of an NCAA college basketball game at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            UConn head coach Dan Hurley instructs players from the sideline during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Dayton at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            UConn forward Alex Karaban (11) looks to pass around Dayton forward Nate Santos (2) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 10

                                    
                                    UConn forward Alex Karaban, left, wipes his face with his jersey as he and teammates, including forward Jaylin Stewart (3) and forward Isaiah Abraham (4) line up to greet Dayton after losing 85-67 in an NCAA college basketball game at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 10 | 
            Dayton guard Enoch Cheeks celebrates after an 85-67 win against UConn in an NCAA college basketball game at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 10

                                    
                                    Dayton guard Enoch Cheeks celebrates after an 85-67 win against UConn in an NCAA college basketball game at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 10 | 
            From left, Dayton forward Nate Santos, Dayton head coach Anthony Grant, guard Malachi Smith and guard Hamad Mousa (10) celebrate an 85-67 win over UConn in an NCAA college basketball game at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 10

                                    
                                    From left, Dayton forward Nate Santos, Dayton head coach Anthony Grant, guard Malachi Smith and guard Hamad Mousa (10) celebrate an 85-67 win over UConn in an NCAA college basketball game at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 10 | 
            From left, Dayton forward Nate Santos, Dayton head coach Anthony Grant, guard Malachi Smith, guard Hamad Mousa and forward Zed Key celebrate an 85-67 win over UConn in an NCAA college basketball game at the Maui Invitational Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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    The AP Top 25 men's college basketball poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


LAHAINA, Hawaii (AP) -- UConn forward Alex Karaban was taken to a hospital with a head injury after the No. 2 Huskies' 85-67 loss to Dayton in the seventh-place game of the Maui Invitational on Wednesday night.
Karaban's head hit the floor after he was fouled with about 2 1/2 minutes left. He stayed in the game but was later placed in the concussion protocol and sent to the hospital for further testing.
Karaban got clearance to fly home with the rest of the team shortly before takeoff, a team spokesman said Thursday.
Karaban had made four of his team's eight 3-pointers and scored 15 of his team-high 21 points in the first half to lead the Huskies (4-3), who lost all three games they played in the tournament.
The Flyers (6-2) got 20 points from Enoch Cheeks, 18 from Nate Santos, 16 from Posh Alexander and 15 from Zed Key, who led the team with nine rebounds. Cheeks shot 8 of 12 from the field, including 3 of 5 from 3-point range.

    


A day after he scored a career-best 20 points against Colorado, UConn's Liam McNeeley went scoreless on 0-for-9 shooting against the Flyers.
Karaban hit a 3-pointer that put UConn ahead 30-27 with 4:34 left before halftime, but Dayton closed out the first half on a 15-4 run to take a 41-34 halftime lead.




Takeaways
UConn: All three of the Huskies' losses on Maui came against unranked teams. They dropped their first two games -- against Memphis on Monday and Colorado on Tuesday -- by a combined three points.
Dayton: The Flyers made 27 of 30 free throws and shot better than 47% from behind the arc (8 of 17). They went 25 of 50 from the field overall.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Key moment
UConn got within 52-49 on Solo Ball's bucket in transition at the 11:20 mark of the second half, but Dayton found some separation with Alexander's 3-point play that stretched it back to a six-point lead with 10:34 to play.
Key stat
Dayton finished plus-16 in rebounding margin, including a 32-17 advantage on the defensive glass.

    


Up next
UConn hosts Maryland Eastern Shore on Saturday, while Dayton plays host to Western Michigan on Tuesday night.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball.
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) works in the pocket against the Carolina Panthers during the first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Rusty Jones)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James dunks during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Denver Nuggets, Saturday, Nov. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Thanksgiving Weekend Sports Guide: Your roadmap to NFL matchups, with other games, times and odds

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) works in the pocket against the Carolina Panthers during the first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Rusty Jones)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) works in the pocket against the Carolina Panthers during the first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Rusty Jones)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James dunks during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Denver Nuggets, Saturday, Nov. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James dunks during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Denver Nuggets, Saturday, Nov. 23, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            DAVID BRANDT

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        The long sports-filled Thanksgiving weekend is a time when many Americans enjoy gathering with friends and family for good food, good company and hopefully not too much political conversation.
Also on the menu -- all the NFL and college sports you can handle.
Here's a roadmap to one of the biggest sports weekends of the year, with a look at marquee games over the holiday and how to watch. All times are in EST. All odds are by BetMGM Sportsbook.

    


What to watch Thursday
--NFL: There is a triple-header lined up for pro football fans.
Chicago at Detroit, 12:30 p.m., CBS: Rookie quarterback Caleb Williams and the Bears go against the Lions, who are one of the favorites to reach the Super Bowl in February. Lions favored by 10.
New York at Dallas, 4:30 p.m., Fox: The Giants and Cowboys are both suffering through miserable seasons and are now using backup quarterbacks for different reasons. But if Dallas can figure out a way to win, it will still be on the fringe of the playoff race. Cowboys favored by 3 1/2.
Miami at Green Bay, 8:20 p.m., NBC/Peacock: The Packers stumbled slightly out of the gate but have won six of their past seven games. They'll need a win against Miami to try to keep pace in the NFC North. Packers favored by 3.

    


--College Football: Memphis at No. 18 Tulane, 7:30 p.m., ESPN. If college football is your jam, this is a good warmup for a big weekend. The Tigers try to ruin the Green Wave's perfect record in the American Athletic Conference. Tulane is favored by 14.

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


What to watch Friday
--NFL: A rare Friday showdown features the league-leading Chiefs.
Las Vegas at Kansas City, 3 p.m. Prime Video: The Chiefs and quarterback Patrick Mahomes are 12-point favorites over the Raiders.

    


--College Basketball: Some of the top programs meet in holiday tournaments around the country.
Battle 4 Atlantis championship, 5:30 p.m., ESPN: One of the premier early season tournaments, the eight-team field includes No. 3 Gonzaga, No. 14 Indiana and No. 24 Arizona.
Rady Children's Invitational, 6 p.m., Fox: It's the championship game for a four-team field that includes No. 13 Purdue and No. 23 Mississippi.
--College Football: There is a full slate of college games to dig into.
Oregon State at No. 11 Boise State, noon, Fox: The Broncos try to stay in the College Football Playoff hunt when they host the Beavers. Boise State favored by 19 1/2.

    


Oklahoma State at No. 23 Colorado, noon, ABC: The Buffaloes and Coach Prime are still in the hunt for the Big 12 championship game when they host the Cowboys. Colorado favored by 16 1/2.
Georgia Tech at No. 6 Georgia, 7:30 p.m., ABC: The Bulldogs are on pace for a spot in the CFP but host what could be a tricky game against rival Georgia Tech. Georgia favored by 19 1/2.
--NBA. After taking Thanksgiving off, pro basketball returns.
Oklahoma City at Los Angeles Lakers, 10 p.m., ESPN: The Thunder look like one of the best teams in the NBA's Western Conference. They'll host Anthony Davis, LeBron James and the Lakers.

    


What to watch Saturday
--College Football. There are more matchups with playoff implications.
Michigan at No. 2 Ohio State, noon, Fox: The Wolverines are struggling one season after winning the national title. They could make their fan base a whole lot happier with an upset of the Buckeyes. Ohio State favored by 21.
No. 7 Tennessee at Vanderbilt, noon, ABC: The Volunteers are a fairly big favorite and have dominated this series, but the Commodores have been a tough team this season and already have achieved a monumental upset over Alabama. Tennessee favored by 11.
No. 16 South Carolina at No. 12 Clemson, noon, ESPN: The Palmetto State rivals are both hanging on the edge of the CFP playoff race. A win -- particularly for Clemson -- would go a long way toward clinching its spot in the field. Clemson favored by 2 1/2.
No. 3 Texas at No. 20 Texas A&M, 7:30 p.m. ABC: The Aggies host their in-state rival for the first time since 2011 after the Longhorns joined the SEC. Texas favored by 5 1/2.
Washington at No. 1 Oregon, 7:30 p.m., NBC: The top-ranked Ducks have been one of the nation's best teams all season. They'll face the Huskies, who would love a marquee win in coach Jedd Fisch's first season. Oregon favored by 19 1/2.
--NBA: A star-studded clash is part of the league's lineup.
Golden State at Phoenix, 9 p.m., NBA TV: Steph Curry and the Warriors are set to face the Suns' Big Three of Kevin Durant, Devin Booker and Bradley Beal.
What to watch Sunday
--NFL: It's Sunday, that says it all.
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, 1 p.m., CBS: Joe Burrow is having a great season for the Bengals, who are struggling in other areas. They need a win to stay in the playoff race, hosting a Steelers team that's 8-3 and won five of their past six. Bengals favored by 3.
Arizona at Minnesota, 1 p.m., Fox: The Cardinals are tied for the top of the NFC West while the Vikings are 9-2 and have been one of the biggest surprises of the season with journeyman Sam Darnold under center. Vikings favored by 3 1/2.
Philadelphia at Baltimore, 4:25 p.m., CBS: Two of the league's most electric players will be on the field when Saquon Barkley and the Eagles travel to face Lamar Jackson and the Ravens. Ravens favored by 3.
San Francisco at Buffalo, 8:20 p.m. NBC/Peacock: The 49ers try to get back to .500 against the Bills, who have won six straight. Bills favored by 7.
--NBA. The best teams in the Eastern Conference meet in a statement game.
Boston at Cleveland, 6 p.m., NBA TV: The defending champion Celtics travel to face the Cavs, who won their first 15 games to start the season.
--Premier League: English soccer fans have a marquee matchup.
Manchester City at Liverpool, 11 a.m., USA Network/Telemundo. The two top teams meet with Manchester City trying to shake off recent struggles.
--Auto Racing: The F1 season nears its conclusion.

F1 Qatar Grand Prix, 11 a.m., ESPN2 - It's the penultimate race of the season. Max Verstappen already has clinched his fourth consecutive season championship. 
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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            FILE - New York Giants NFL football quarterback Daniel Jones speaks to the media Nov. 21, 2024, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Tom Canavan, File)
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            FILE - New York Giants quarterback Daniel Jones (8) passes the ball against the Washington Commanders during the third quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/John Munson, File)
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                                        Former New York Giants quarterback Daniel Jones is signing with the Minnesota Vikings, a person familiar with the decision told The Associated Press on Wednesday.
Jones will join Minnesota's practice squad less than a week after the Giants released the former No. 6 overall draft pick, according to the person who spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity because the agreement hasn't been finalized.
Sam Darnold has helped the Vikings start 9-2. Jones joins Nick Mullens and Brett Rypien in Minnesota's quarterback room. Rookie first-round pick J.J. McCarthy had season-ending knee surgery in August and a second procedure on his knee earlier this month.

    



Jones went 24-44-1 as a starter in New York, with his best season in 2022 when the Giants went 9-7-1 and beat Minnesota on the road in the first round of the playoffs.
Jones completed just 63% of his passes with eight touchdowns and seven interceptions this season.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                    FILE - Philadelphia 76ers incoming chief executive officer Scott O'Neil speaks to reporters at the team's NBA basketball training facility in Philadelphia, July 8, 2013. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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                                        LIV Golf is hiring Scott O'Neil, former CEO of the Philadelphia 76ers and New Jersey Devils, to replace Greg Norman in running the Saudi-backed rival league about to enter its fourth season, The Athletic reported Wednesday.
Sports Business Journal reported last month that the Public Investment Fund of Saudi Arabia planned to shift Norman into a new position. Norman has been CEO since LIV Golf launched as a rival league in 2022.
The Athletic cited an anonymous source briefed on the matter saying that O'Neil, who currently is CEO of Merlin Entertainments, would be hired.
Merlin Entertainments, with holdings that include Legoland and the Peppa Pig theme park in Dallas, announced Wednesday that O'Neil was leaving for another opportunity.
O'Neil takes over as PGA Tour Enterprises is negotiating with PIF over becoming a minority investor, a critical deal in helping to repair a golf landscape that has been divided since Dustin Johnson, Bryson DeChambeau and Brooks Koepka were among top players who bolted the PGA Tour for a new league that offered team competition, signing bonuses and $20 million purses.

    


The PGA Tour, European tour and PIF announced an agreement on June 6, 2023, and set a deadline to finalize it by the end of 2023. That was not met, and the PGA Tour since has brought on Strategic Sports Group with its $1.5 billion investment (which could double in size) and the first equity ownership for players.




PGA Tour Commissioner Jay Monahan and Yasir Al-Rumayyan, the PIF governor and backbone of LIV, played together in the Dunhill Links last month. Monahan recently played golf with President-elect Donald Trump, who is close with Al-Rumayyan and whose golf courses were used by LIV Golf.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The hiring of O'Neil might soothe hard feelings toward Norman by most PGA Tour players. Tiger Woods and Rory McIlroy said two years ago -- before the PGA Tour and PIF announced a framework agreement -- that Norman needed to leave before the sides could come together.

    


LIV still does not have a network television contract -- it was broadcast primarily by The CW -- and it has shifted more toward an international schedule for 2025.
Of the 10 events already announced, only three are in the U.S. -- the first one is two weeks after the U.S. Open in June, and the last two are the same weeks as the PGA Tour's opening two FedEx Cup playoff events.

O'Neil was CEO of Harris Blitzer Sports & Entertainment, the parent company of the 76ers and Devils. During his eight years, he oversaw construction projects and oversaw the merger of holdings between owners Josh Harris and David Blitzer.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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            In this handout provided by Bahamas Visual Services, West Virginia's Tucker DeVries (12) reacts at the end of an NCAA college basketball game against Gonzaga at the Battle 4 Atlantis tournament in Paradise Island, Bahamas Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Tim Aylen/Bahamas Visual Services via AP)
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            In this handout provided by Bahamas Visual Services, West Virginia's Tucker DeVries reacts during an NCAA college basketball game against Gonzaga at the Battle 4 Atlantis tournament in Paradise Island, Bahamas Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Tim Aylen/Bahamas Visual Services via AP)
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            In this handout provided by Bahamas Visual Services, Gonzaga guard Ryan Nembhard (0) goes to the basket against West Virginia guard Tucker DeVries (12) during an NCAA college basketball game at the Battle 4 Atlantis tournament in Paradise Island, Bahamas Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Tim Aylen/Bahamas Visual Services via AP)
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            In this handout provided by Bahamas Visual Services, Gonzaga guard Khalif Battle (99) drives against West Virginia guard Tucker DeVries, left, during an NCAA college basketball game at the Battle 4 Atlantis tournament in Paradise Island, Bahamas Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Tim Aylen/Bahamas Visual Services via AP)
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            In this handout provided by Bahamas Visual Services, Gonzaga guard Khalif Battle (99) goes to the basket against West Virginia guard Tucker DeVries (12) during an NCAA college basketball game at the Battle 4 Atlantis tournament in Paradise Island, Bahamas Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Tim Aylen/Bahamas Visual Services via AP)
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            In this handout provided by Bahamas Visual Services, West Virginia guard Javon Small (7) takes a shot as Gonzaga forward Ben Gregg (33) defends during an NCAA college basketball game at the Battle 4 Atlantis tournament in Paradise Island, Bahamas Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Tim Aylen/Bahamas Visual Services via AP)
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            In this handout provided by Bahamas Visual Services, Gonzaga guard Michael Ajayi (1) reaches for the ball as West Virginia defenders and teammate Graham Ike (13) look on during an NCAA college basketball game at the Battle 4 Atlantis tournament in Paradise Island, Bahamas Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Tim Aylen/Bahamas Visual Services via AP)
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    The AP Top 25 men's college basketball poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) -- Javon Small scored five of his 31 points in overtime and Tucker DeVries added key free throws late in regulation and finished with 16 points as West Virginia beat No. 3 Gonzaga 86-78 in the Battle 4 Atlantis on Wednesday.
Small's layup with under 2 minutes left in OT gave West Virginia a 79-75 lead. After a Gonzaga miss, Sencire Harris hit two free throws to make it a six-point lead. With 27.1 seconds left, Harris made a steal and scored on a dunk for an eight-point lead, putting the game out of reach.
Amani Hansberry scored a career-high 19 points and Toby Okani added 10 for West Virginia (3-2).
Braden Huff scored 19 points and Khalif Battle 16 for Gonzaga (5-1).
Takeaways
Gonzaga showed its depth, outscoring the West Virginia bench 30-2. 
West Virginia's only loss was by 24 points at Pitt, but the rebuild under Darian DeVries is showing promise.

    


Key moment
Gonzaga turned it over at midcourt late in regulation when Tucker DeVries poked it away from Nolan Hickman and raced the other way before getting fouled. DeVries made two free throws with 5.9 seconds left to tie it at 71-all. Battle inbounded the ball and got it back, but lost control on a drive as time expired.




Key stats
The shorter Mountaineers outrebounded Gonzaga 42-36 and shot 50% in the second half, battling the Zags to a draw in the paint. Nembhard had 12 assists and just one turnover in 43 minutes, but was 1 of 10 from the field.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Up next
West Virginia will play Louisville on Thursday in the winner's bracket. Gonzaga faces No. 14 Indiana on the consolation side.

___ Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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                                        GARDNERVILLE, Nev. (AP) -- Mary McGee, a female racing pioneer and subject profiled in an Oscar-contending documentary "Motorcycle Mary," has died, her family said. She was 87.
"McGee's unparalleled achievements in off-road racing and motorcycle racing have inspired generations of athletes that followed in her footsteps," her family said in a statement.
No details were released other than that McGee died at home in Nevada on Wednesday, the day before the release of the short documentary "Motorcycle Mary" on ESPN's YouTube channel. Seven-time Formula 1 champion Lewis Hamilton was an executive producer on the film, which on Thursday became available globally for free. Its premiere was at the Tribeca Festival in June.
"Mary embodied resilience, grace, and optimism," McGee's family wrote on social media. "She was a historic athlete and a motorsports pioneer who embraced life's challenges, cared deeply for others, and made time to brighten the lives of those around her. While we are deeply saddened by this loss, we are comforted knowing that her light will continue to shine in everyone she touched."

    


McGee had an accomplished racing resume, first in auto racing and later in motorcycle racing. She became the first person -- man or woman -- to complete solo the grueling Baja 500 off-road race in Mexico, which she did in 1975.




The film about her was directed by Haley Watson. Two-time Oscar winner Ben Proudfoot also was an executive producer.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I'm deeply saddened by this news, but I am comforted to know that Mary was surrounded by friends and family at the time of her passing," Watson said. "In early 2022, I was researching stories when I came across Mary's. That discovery marked the tipping point into uncovering a much larger and truly incredible career in motorsports and life journey."
Shortly after her family announced her death, Hamilton paid tribute on his Instagram account: "I'm deeply saddened to hear that Mary McGee, the first woman to road race motorcycles in the U.S and the first person to solo the Baja 500 has passed on," Hamilton wrote. "My condolences to her family and everyone who she's inspired. Her legacy will live on as a trailblazer in the world of motorsports and beyond."

    


Born in Juneau, Alaska, during World War II, McGee and her older brother were sent to Iowa to live with their grandparents. Her brother became a race car driver and encouraged his sister to take up the sport, even though it was almost unprecedented for women at that time.
Racing team owner Vasek Polak persuaded McGee to drive a Porsche Spyder, and she won races. Polak later persuaded her to try motorcycle racing and she also excelled.
Steve McQueen, the late actor and racing enthusiast, was the one who persuaded McGee to take part in the Baja 500.

McGee was the first woman to race motocross in the United States, the first to compete in an international motocross competition and the first to receive sponsorships from major brands.
She was one of the most influential women in the history of motorsports and known for her mentorship of other women in racing.
McGee was inducted into the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame in 2018.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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            South Africa's Marco Jansen leaves the field as he holds the ball after taking seven wickets during the second day of the first Test cricket match between South Africa and Sri Lanka, at Kingsmead stadium in Durban, South Africa, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            Sri Lanka's Pathum Nissanka leaves the field after being dismissed by South Africa's Kagiso Rabada for 1 run during the second day of the first Test cricket match between South Africa and Sri Lanka, at Kingsmead stadium in Durban, South Africa, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            Sri Lanka's Prabath Jayasuriya, front, with teammates successfully appeals for LBW against South Africa's Marco Jansen, right, for 13 runs during the second day of the first test cricket match between South Africa and Sri Lanka, at Kingsmead stadium in Durban, South Africa, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            Sri Lanka's Lahiru Kumara, left, celebrates after dismissing South Africa's Kyle Verreynne for 9 runs during the second day of the first test cricket match between South Africa and Sri Lanka, at Kingsmead stadium in Durban, South Africa, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            South Africa's captain Temba Bavuma takes action against a high ball from Sri Lanka's Lahiru Kumara during the second day of the first Test cricket match between South Africa and Sri Lanka, at Kingsmead stadium in Durban, South Africa, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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                                        DURBAN, South Africa (AP) -- South Africa led Sri Lanka by 281 runs in the first cricket test at Kingsmead by the end of a dramatic second day in which 19 wickets fell on Thursday.
Sri Lanka appeared to be in control at lunch after South Africa was bowled out for a seemingly pitiful 191.
But in the next 83 legal deliveries -- 13.5 overs -- Sri Lanka was routed for 42, its worst total in test history.
Just how badly Sri Lanka used a batter-friendly pitch, and how brilliantly medium-pacer Marco Jansen bowled for a career best 7-13, was starkly illustrated again when South Africa's second innings reached 132-3 at stumps.
South Africa even has allrounder Wiaan Mulder no longer available for the rest of the test. He broke a finger while batting in the morning, retired hurt but returned when South Africa was nine down, to reach 9 not out. He won't bowl or field and those skills weren't missed after lunch. But for the second innings, Mulder was raised up the order from No. 7 to No. 3 and added 15 runs in obvious pain.

    


Aiden Markram led South Africa's second bat with 47, and captain Temba Bavuma and Tristan Stubbs were unbeaten on 24 and 17 respectively with three days still left.




Left-arm spinner Prabath Jayasuriya took two of the three wickets, his 100th and 101st in his 17th test.
Sri Lanka unravelled in a hurry when it batted.
Dimuth Karunaratne edged Kagiso Rabada to first slip in the third over.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Two balls later, the other opener, Pathum Nissanka, edged Jansen to third slip.
Dinesh Chandimal gave Jansen a gap between bat and pad and lost his off stump. Angelo Mathews gave his wicket to Jansen, poking at a ball angling away outside off.
Kamindu Mendis, the top-scorer with 13, fell trying to drive Gerald Coetzee through cover, and Sri Lanka dropped to 32-5 in the 11th over.
It was all out for 42 when the last five wickets fell in the space of 15 balls.

    


The last wicket, the fifth duck of the innings, was a caught and bowled by Jansen.
Sri Lanka's previous worst total was 71 just over 20 years ago in Kandy against Pakistan.
South Africa needed the lowest number of deliveries in 100 years to rout the Sri Lankans. England blew away South Africa in 75 balls in 1924.
Jansen's 7-13 came in 6.5 overs, one a maiden, and he became only the second bowler after off-spinner Hugh Trumble of Australia, in 1904, to take seven wickets inside seven overs of a test innings.
After the rain-affected first day, the second day started under breezy blue skies and the pitch was far better for batting. But the damage was done for South Africa, which resumed on 80-4.
Bavuma, who should have been out on 1 or 20 on Wednesday, was chanceless on Thursday as he resumed on 28 and hung tough. But wickets fell regularly at the other end.
Kyle Verreynne didn't add to his overnight score of 9, and Jansen and Coetzee were removed when Jayasuriya joined the attack.
A Keshav Maharaj cameo of 24, including three boundaries and a six, held Bavuma on 49 for nearly six overs. He reached his 22nd test fifty off 93 balls.

    


The captain was finally out when he mistimed a swipe at Asitha Fernando. Bavuma's 70 off 117 balls included nine boundaries.

At nine down, Mulder returned after retiring hurt on 1 when he defended fast bowler Lahiru Kumara and jammed the middle finger of his right hand. He was to have had an X-ray at lunch but South Africa's peril extended the morning session so Mulder returned after 20 overs. He was 9 not out when the innings ended.
Fast bowlers Asitha Fernando took 3-44, Kumara 3-70, and Vishwa Fernando 2-35.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The National Football League Inactive Report.

CHICAGO BEARS at DETROIT LIONS -- CHICAGO: WR Tyler Scott, DB Ameer Speed, OL Kiran Amegadjie, DB Elijah Hicks, OL Ryan Bates, DL Dominique Robinson. DETROIT: CB Emmanuel Moseley, CB Carlton Davis III, OL Giovanni Manu, OL Taylor Decker, OL Kayode Awosika, OL Colby Sorsdal.
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                    FILE - The pack passes a windmill near the village of Beek during the 50th edition of the Amstel Gold cycling race over 258 kilometers (160 miles) with start in Maastricht and finish in Valkenburg, southern Netherlands, Sunday, April 19, 2015. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        A NATO summit with Donald Trump next June is putting at risk a big chunk of the cycling season in the bike-crazy Netherlands.
The Hague will host heads of state and government of the 32-member organization amid intense security measures at the World Forum from June 24-26.
The Dutch cycling federation said this week that, because of the police deployment required, less forces than usual are temporarily available for other tasks until the end of the summer. 
"The impact of the NATO summit on the 2025 cycling calendar is disastrous," the federation said. "From Jan. 1, 2025 to Aug. 31, 2025, there will be no capacity available for motorcycle police to supervise cycling races."
The federation says races organized in the Netherlands have been under pressure for several years because of a lack of specialized motorbike police officers whose expertise is needed to supervise cycling races on public roads.

    


Over the past five years, the number of competitions which required police escorts has been reduced. To make up for the lack of police officers, the Dutch cycling federation is working on a new scheme that would allow in the future the deployment of civilian motorcycle traffic controllers at races.




"It is bitter and disappointing to have to conclude that the two-day NATO summit results in an absence of motorcycle officers at cycling races for a period of no less than eight months, which is almost the entire cycling season," said Maurice Leeser, the federation director.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Leeser added the federation will continue to work on a solution to allow the 2025 races, including the famed Amstel Gold Race spring classic, to take place. 
"In this respect, it is crucial to make progress in the accelerated deployment of civilian motorcycle traffic controllers," he said. "We hereby make an urgent appeal to the ministries to make the necessary resources available as soon as possible to have a national guideline for civilian motorcycle traffic controllers developed."

The Amstel Gold Race is one of the blue-ribbon single-day road races. Its winners include five-time Tour de France champion Eddy Merckx, Tadej Pogacar, Mathieu van der Poel and former Olympic road race champion Marianne Vos. The next edition is scheduled for April 20.

    


___
AP cycling: https://apnews.com/hub/cycling
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            Australia's Joseph-Aukuso Suaalii, right, watches his team during the Autumn Nations series rugby union match between Scotland and Australia in Edinburgh, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024.(AP Photo/Scott Heppell)
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            FILE - South Africa's Pieter-Steph du Toit, left, battles for the ball with Ireland's Cian Healy, second from right, and his teammate, Finlay Bealham, during a rugby test match between South Africa and Ireland at Kings Park stadium in Durban, South Africa, July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)
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            Ireland's Cian Healy, left, with teammates celebrate at the end of the Autumn Nations series rugby union match between Ireland and Argentina, at Aviva Stadium, Dublin, Ireland, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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                                        DUBLIN (AP) -- Code-switcher Joseph Sua'ali'i has recovered from injury to make Australia's team for the rugby test against Ireland, which handed 21-year-old flyhalf Sam Prendergast a second straight start and is set to give Cian Healy a national record 134th cap.
Sua'ali'i came off holding his right arm just a half-hour into Australia's 27-13 loss to Scotland last weekend that ended the Wallabies' bid for a first Grand Slam of the home unions since 1984.
However, he was declared fit for the last match of Australia's end-of-year European tour and will make his third start since a high-profile switch from rugby league last month.
Flyhalf Tane Edmed will be the 19th Wallabies debutant this year if he comes off the bench, while winger Harry Potter -- a try scorer on debut against Scotland -- drops to the reserves as Max Jorgensen returns.

    


Prendergast made his Ireland debut off the bench against Argentina two weeks ago, and his first start for his country against Fiji last weekend. He kept his place at No. 10 against most expectations, ahead of Jack Crowley, who started against New Zealand and Argentina.




Healy will break a tie on 133 caps with Brian O'Driscoll should he come off the bench in Dublin. The 37-year-old prop made his debut against the Wallabies in 2009.
"Cian is a giant of Irish rugby," Ireland coach Andy Farrell said, "and we are determined to provide him with a performance that he deserves."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Australia opened its tour by beating England and Wales before fading against the Scots.
"It's been a challenging year where we have grown a bit as a squad," said Australia coach Joe Schmidt, who used to lead Ireland, "and we have an opportunity to challenge ourselves again against what is a settled and cohesive Ireland team."
___
Lineups:
Ireland: Hugo Keenan, Mack Hansen, Robbie Henshaw, Bundee Aki, James Lowe, Sam Prendergast, Jamison Gibson-Park; Caelan Doris (captain), Josh van der Flier, Tadhg Beirne, James Ryan, Joe McCarthy, Finlay Bealham, Ronan Kelleher, Andrew Porter. Reserves: Gus McCarthy, Cian Healy, Tom O'Toole, Iain Henderson, Peter O'Mahony, Craig Casey, Jack Crowley, Garry Ringrose.


    


Australia: Tom Wright, Andrew Kellaway, Joseph Sua'ali'i, Len Ikitau, Max Jorgensen, Noah Lolesio, Jake Gordon; Harry Wilson (captain), Fraser McReight, Rob Valetini, Jeremy Williams, Nick Frost, Taniela Tupou, Brandon Paenga-Amosa, James Slipper. Reserves: Billy Pollard, Angus Bell, [?]Allan Alaalatoa, [?]Lukhan Salakaia-Loto, [?]Langi Gleeson, Tate McDermott, Tane Edmed, Harry Potter.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ireland-australia-wallabies-healy-8d4efe7b69e35e618c563ec81e7935a4



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Thursday's Time Schedule | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Thursday's Time Schedule

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        All Times EST
Thursday, Nov. 28
NFL
Chicago at Detroit, 12:30 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Dallas, 4:30 p.m.
Miami at Green Bay, 8:20 p.m.
TOP 25 COLLEGE FOOTBALL
No. 18 Tulane vs. Memphis, 7:30 p.m.
TOP 25 MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
No. 3 Gonzaga vs. No. 14 Indiana at Nassau, Bahamas, 2:30 p.m.
No. 13 Purdue vs. N.C. State at San Diego, 3 p.m.
No. 18 Florida vs. Wake Forest at Lake Buena Vista, Fla., 2:30 p.m.
No. 19 Arkansas vs. Illinois at Kansas City, Mo., 4 p.m.
No. 23 Mississippi vs. BYU at San Diego, 5:30 p.m.
No. 24 Arizona vs. Oklahoma at Nassau, Bahamas, 5 p.m.
No. 25 Mississippi State vs. UNLV at Tempe, Ariz., 9:30 p.m.
TOP 25 WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
No. 4 South Carolina vs. No. 15 Iowa State at Fort Myers, Fla., 1:30 p.m.
No. 11 Ohio State vs. Old Dominion at Daytona Beach, Fla., 11 a.m.
No. 22 Iowa vs. Rhode Island at Cancun, Mexico, 6:30 p.m.
_____
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                    Kick Sauber driver Valtteri Bottas of Finland, walks around the paddock of the Interlagos race track ahead the first free practice for the Brazilian Formula One Grand Prix in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Friday, Nov. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ettore Chiereguini)
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                                        LUSAIL, Qatar (AP) -- Valtteri Bottas says he is nearing an agreement to return to Mercedes as its reserve driver for next year after Mick Schumacher, son of seven-time champion Michael Schumacher, announced he was leaving.
"We're talking and it's going well. Still a bit of work to do but we're talking," Bottas said ahead of this weekend's Qatar Grand Prix.
Bottas won 10 Formula 1 races over five seasons at Mercedes as Lewis Hamilton's teammate from 2017-21 but hasn't scored a point this season with Sauber.
Bottas added he still needs to "finalize some things" on a possible return but feels he could be a mentor to 18-year-old Andrea Kimi Antonelli, who will partner George Russell at Mercedes next year. Antonelli is stepping up from Formula 2 to replace Hamilton when the British driver heads to Ferrari for 2025.
"If I end up there, I think I would have a lot to give for a rookie driver who has not raced in Formula 1 yet," Bottas said. "That would be, for sure, one part of my role, to give my input and try to share my knowledge as much as I can."

    


Bottas is without a seat for 2025 after Sauber replaced him and Zhou Guanyu with a new lineup of the experienced Nico Hulkenberg and Brazilian newcomer Gabriel Bortoleto, ahead of rebranding as the Audi works team in 2026. 




The new Cadillac team backed by General Motors is also on Bottas' radar before it joins the series in 2026 as the 11th team on the grid.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's interesting to me, and I think it's great for F1. It's a great brand and GM is a big backer behind, so for sure, it's an interesting project," Bottas said. He indicated he would seek to speak with Cadillac about possible opportunities.
Schumacher is moving on from his Mercedes reserve driver role after two years as he seeks a full-time racing role elsewhere.
It's "tough" to watch F1 cars race without being able to take part, he said in a Mercedes statement. 

    


"I want to get back to focusing 100% on racing. I want to be fully committed to the sporting side of motorsport. Ultimately, it is racing that you want to do as a driver, it is racing that gives you that feeling you love," he added.

Schumacher raced in F1 with Haas in 2021 and 2022 and has been competing this year with Alpine in the world endurance championship alongside his Mercedes duties.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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            Manchester City's Rodri kisses off his Ballon d'Or (Golden Ball) award before the start of the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester City and Tottenham at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)
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            Manchester City's Rodri waves to fans with his Ballon d'Or Golden Ball trophy ahead of the British Premier League soccer match between Manchester City and Tottenham Hotspur, at the Etihad Stadium, Manchester, England, Saturday Nov. 23, 2024. (Carl Recine, Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        MANCHESTER, England (AP) -- Ballon d'Or winner Rodri is hopeful he will play again this season after sustaining ACL damage. 
The Manchester City midfielder was expected to be out for the rest of the campaign following surgery in September, but has said he is making good progress in his recovery. 
"My target is to come back this season. In terms of my mentality it is going to be positive for me to don't give up the season and throw it," Rodri told "The Rest Is Football" podcast. "I don't want to make any mistakes. My target is six or seven months." 

Rodri injured his right knee in City's 2-2 draw against Arsenal in September. An ACL injury can take from six months to a year to heal and City manager Pep Guardiola declared his season was over after the surgery.
City has struggled in his absence and is on a six-game winless run in all competitions. 
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                    FILE -Former French tennis player and singer Yannick Noah looks on during the inauguration of a fresco retracing his life, on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of his victory at Roland Garros in 1983, on day one of the Roland-Garros Open tennis tournament in Paris, May 28, 2023. (Anne-Christine Poujoulat, Pool via AP, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Yannick Noah, the 1983 French Open champion, was appointed as the head of France's para tennis on Thursday.
From next year, Noah will be in charge of coordinating wheelchair, visually impaired, deaf and hard-of-hearing tennis activities, the French Tennis Federation said in a statement.
Noah had a first experience with disability tennis over the summer when he led the France men's wheelchair team at the Paris Paralympic Games.
"His main role will be to continue structuring the para tennis department by steering the training and 'high level' strategy and supporting the development of all para tennis activities across the country," the federation said.
Noah, a celebrity in his home country, is the last man from France to win a Grand Slam singles title. He also captained the Davis Cup and Billie Jean King Cup teams to championships.

    


He was inducted into the International Tennis Hall of Fame in 2005.
Noah said he was "delighted" by his appointment to lead a "new mission, which is particularly close to my heart."

"I had an incredible human experience working alongside the players in the French wheelchair tennis team at the Paralympic Games in Paris and I didn't want this great story to end there," he added.
___
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                    FILE - The Supreme Court is seen in Washington, Nov. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vaping is coming before the Supreme Court next week as federal regulators ask the high court to uphold its block on sweet, flavored products following a spike in youth e-cigarette use.
The Food and Drug Administration has denied more than a million marketing applications for candy- or fruit-flavored products that appeal to kids, part of a wider crackdown that advocates say helped drive down teen vaping after an "epidemic level" surge in 2019.
Vaping companies, though, said the agency unfairly disregarded arguments that their sweet e-liquid products would help adults quit smoking traditional cigarettes without putting kids at greater risk.
Republican Donald Trump's administration could take a different approach after he vowed in a September social-media post to "save" vaping.
The Supreme Court on Monday is hearing arguments in the FDA's appeal of a decision from the conservative 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. While other courts upheld FDA refusals, the appeals court sided with the Dallas-based company Triton Distribution. 

    


It tossed out a decision blocking the marketing of nicotine-laced liquids like "Jimmy The Juice Man in Peachy Strawberry" that are heated by an e-cigarette to create an inhalable aerosol. 




Triton said the FDA had unfairly changed its requirements without enough warning.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


"It sort of pulls the chair out from the applicants," said Marc Scheineson, a former FDA associate commissioner and attorney who now represents other small electronic tobacco companies.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The FDA was slow to regulate the now multibillion-dollar vaping market, and even years into the crackdown flavored vapes that are technically illegal nevertheless remain widely available. The agency has approved some tobacco-flavored vapes, and recently allowed its first menthol-flavored electronic cigarettes for adult smokers.
The marketing refusals combined with age-limit enforcement on the federal and state levels have helped drive down youth nicotine use to its lowest level in a decade, said Dennis Henigan, vice president for legal and regulatory affairs at the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids.

He says the FDA was clear in its requirements and fears a court decision that leads to wider availability for flavored vape products, which are the dominant choice among the 1.6 million high school students who still vape. "We think that would be a real harm to public health," Henigan said.
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                    FILE - Mark Zuckerberg wears a pair of Orion AR glasses during the Meta Connect conference on Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez, File)


                

            
        

        
    

    

            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) -- Donald Trump dined on Wednesday with Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg at the president-elect's Mar-a-Lago club in Florida, bringing together the Facebook founder and the former president who was once banned from that social network.
Stephen Miller, who has been appointed deputy chief of staff for Trump's second term, said Zuckerberg, like other business leaders, wants to support Trump's economic plans. The tech CEO has been seeking to change his company's perception on the right following a rocky relationship with Trump.
"Mark, obviously, he has his own interest, and he has his own company and he has his own agenda," Miller said in an interview on Fox News about the meeting. "But he's made clear that he wants to support the national renewal of America under Trump's leadership."
A spokesperson for Meta confirmed that Zuckerberg and Trump met on Wednesday, saying he was invited for dinner with the president-elect and other members of his team to talk about the incoming administration.

    


Trump was kicked off Facebook following the Jan. 6, 2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol. The company restored his account in early 2023. 




During the 2024 campaign, Zuckerberg did not endorse a candidate for president.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


Zuckerberg has since taken a more positive stance toward Trump. Earlier this year, he praised Trump's response to his first assassination attempt, calling it "badass." Zuckerberg also complained that senior Biden administration officials pressured Facebook to "censor" some COVID-19 content during the pandemic. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Still, Trump in recent months had continued to attack Zuckerberg publicly. In July, he posted a message on his own social network Truth Social threatening to send election fraudsters to prison in part by citing a nickname he used for the Meta CEO. "ZUCKERBUCKS, be careful!" Trump wrote.
The Thanksgiving eve visit also comes as tech mogul Elon Musk has become more influential in Trump's Make America Great Again movement, contributing an estimated $200 million through his political action committee to help elect Trump. Musk is the billionaire owner of the X social network, a competitor to Meta.

Musk has spent considerable time at Mar-a-Lago since the election, and Trump selected him to lead an outside advisory panel known as the "Department of Government Efficiency " to identify waste with Vivek Ramaswamy, a venture capitalist and former GOP presidential candidate.
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            FILE - House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., greets Derek Tran during a campaign event at Golden Sea Restaurant, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)
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            FILE - U.S. Rep. Michelle Steel, R-Calif., addresses supporters at her election office in Buena Park, Calif., Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. (Paul Bersebach/The Orange County Register via AP, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Democrat Derek Tran ousted Republican U.S. Rep. Michelle Steel in a Southern California House district Wednesday that was specifically drawn to give Asian Americans a stronger voice on Capitol Hill. 
Steel said in a statement that "like all journeys, this one is ending for a new one to begin." When she captured the seat in 2020, Steel joined Washington state Democrat Marilyn Strickland and California Republican Young Kim as the first Korean-American women elected to Congress. 
Tran, a lawyer and worker rights advocate and the son of Vietnamese refugees, declared victory earlier this week. He said his win "is a testament to the spirit and resilience of our community. As the son of Vietnamese refugees, I understand firsthand the journey and sacrifices many families in our district have made for a better life." 
The contest is one of the last to be decided this year, with Republicans now holding 220 seats in the House, with Democrats at 214. The Associated Press has not declared a winner in California's 13th District, where Democrat Adam Gray was leading Republican Rep. John Duarte by a couple of hundred votes. 

    


Steel held an early edge after Election Day, but late-counted ballots pushed Tran over the top.




Steel filed a statement of candidacy on Monday with federal regulators, which would allow her to continue raising funds. It wasn't immediately clear if she planned to seek a return to Congress. 

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


In the campaign, Tran warned of Republican threats to abortion rights. Steel opposes abortion with exceptions for rape, incest or to save the life of the pregnant woman, while not going so far as to support a federal ban. Tran also warned that President-elect Donald Trump's return to the White House would put democracy at risk.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On Capitol Hill, Steel has been outspoken in resisting tax increases and says she stands strongly with Israel in its war with Hamas. "As our greatest ally in the Middle East, the United States must always stand with Israel," she said. She advocates for more police funding and has spotlighted her efforts on domestic violence and sexual abuse.

    


The largest demographic in the district, which is anchored in Orange County southeast of Los Angeles, is Asian Americans, and it includes the nation's biggest Vietnamese community. Democrats hold a 4-point registration edge.

Incomplete returns showed that Steel was winning in Orange County, the bulk of the district. Tran's winning margin came from a small slice of the district in Los Angeles County, where Democrats outnumber Republicans by nearly 2-to-1.
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            U.S. Navy enlisted servicemen walk inside the USS Abraham Lincoln during a media tour in Port Klang, on the outskirts of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (Fazry Ismail/Pool Photo via AP)
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            The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln is docked during a media tour in Port Klang, on the outskirts of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024.(Fazry Ismail/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be secretary of the Navy, John Phelan, has not served in the military or had a civilian leadership role in the service. While officials and defense experts said the Navy is in sore need of a disruptor, they cautioned that Phelan's lack of experience could make it more difficult for him to realize Trump's goals. 
Trump late Tuesday nominated Phelan, a major donor to his campaign who founded the private investment firm Rugger Management LLC. The Trump transition team did not respond to a request for comment on his qualifications. According to his biography, Phelan's primary exposure to the military comes from an advisory position he holds on the Spirit of America, a non-profit that supports the defense of Ukraine and the defense of Taiwan. 
Not all service secretaries come into the office with prior military experience, but he'd be the first in the Navy since 2006. Current Secretary of the Army Christine Wormuth similarly does not have prior military service. She, however, has spent her career in a host of defense civilian positions. 

    


The appointment comes at a critical moment for the Navy, which has been stretched thin with deployments around the world and must contend with a shrinking fleet even as the naval forces of its main rival, China, are growing. Trump has campaigned on expanding the Navy and would need to fight bureaucratic inertia to do so. But it's uncertain whether a secretary with no military experience -- either in uniform or as a defense civilian -- would be well-positioned to lead that effort.




"It will be difficult for anyone without experience in the Pentagon to take over the leadership of a service and do a good job," said Stacie Pettyjohn, a senior fellow and director of the defense program at the Center for a New American Security. "Services are sprawling organizations with distinct cultures, subcultures and bureaucratic interests, and where decisions are made through many formal processes. To change a service's plans, one must understand this Byzantine landscape." 

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


Experts said Phelan's nomination reflects that Trump is seeking service branch heads who will not push back on his ideas -- but that Phelan's lack of experience is likely to create issues and delays of its own, They say the Navy can't afford to lose time. One of the Navy's biggest challenges is preparing for a potential military confrontation with China over Taiwan, a self-ruled island that China claims as its own.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
" The stakes are high," said Brad Bowman, senior director of the Center on Military and Political Power at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies. "The success or failure in addressing key problems in the U.S. Navy over the next couple years may have a decisive effect on war and peace in the Taiwan Strait and elsewhere." 

    


Trump has called for a 350-ship Navy since his 2016 presidential campaign, but he experienced first-hand the difficulty in realizing that goal, given the challenges to shipbuilding and the erratic and often delayed congressional budget process. 

    


There are just under 300 battle force ships in the fleet -- vessels that have a direct role in conducting combat operations. 
"The Navy is stretched covering Europe, the Middle East and the Pacific. Strategists have wanted to pull back from Europe and the Middle East, but recent conflicts have prevented that," said Mark Cancian, a senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. "So the next secretary will have a shrinking fleet, expanded overseas commitments, and an uncertain budget environment."
The Marine Corps has called for 31 amphibious warships to help it maintain a close-to-shore presence around the globe. The Navy regularly has had to extend the deployments of its aircraft carriers and escorting destroyers, for example, to respond to the unstable security situation in the Middle East. 
Each extension can create rippling effects: Ships don't get maintained on schedule, and forces get tired of the lack of predictability for their families and leave the service. 

    


Service branch chiefs spend vast amounts of time not only responding to the White House but also appeasing members of Congress in frequent hearings on Capitol Hill, shaping budget requests, holding constant meetings on service member issues, attending industry conferences and filling speakers requests. That all requires a nuanced understanding of the service that a secretary is leading, because major change in any of the branches often involves a lengthy process to review directives and past policy. Any changes to the many weapons systems the Navy and Marine Corps need and pursue are subject to lengthy contract award challenges. 
"The Navy's problem here is money," Cancian said. "Even if the defense budget goes up, there will only be a relatively small increase available for shipbuilding. (If) the budget stays steady or goes down, then the Navy will have a major problem. The fleet will continue to shrink."

    


Trump has signaled through multiple appointments, such as his selection of SpaceX founder Elon Musk to co-lead a nongovernmental Department of Government Efficiency, that he seeks to cut through red tape. But the service secretary can't do that without moving through Congress, which has produced many of those regulations and processes the military must follow. 

"It might help that he has a personal relationship with the president. However, his lack of experience in defense and the Pentagon will hurt the Navy," Cancian said. "It will take him a while to learn the levers of power." 
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            In this photo released by the Georgian Dream party, Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze, left, Bidzina Ivanishvili, leader of the created Georgian Dream party which he initiated, and Mikheil Kavelashvili, who was nominated by the governing Georgian Dream party as a candidate for the presidential election, speak to the media, in Tbilisi, Georgia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Georgian Dream party via AP)
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            In this photo released by the Georgian Dream party, Bidzina Ivanishvili, leader of the created Georgian Dream party which he initiated, applauds to Mikheil Kavelashvili, who was nominated by the governing Georgian Dream party during a session to discussing Presidential candidate in Tbilisi, Georgia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Georgian Dream party via AP)
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            In this photo released by the Georgian Dream party, Bidzina Ivanishvili, leader of the created Georgian Dream party which he initiated, left, gestures as Mikheil Kavelashvili, who was nominated by the governing Georgian Dream party, sits next during a session to discussing Presidential candidate in Tbilisi, Georgia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Georgian Dream party via AP)
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            A protester holds a poster as they gather in a street during a rally to demand new parliamentary elections in the country, near the Parliament's building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Monday, Nov. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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            Georgia's Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze arrives for the European Political Community (EPC) Summit at the Puskas Arena in Budapest, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            In this photo released by the Georgian Dream party, Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze, left, Bidzina Ivanishvili, leader of the created Georgian Dream party which he initiated, and Mikheil Kavelashvili, who was nominated by the governing Georgian Dream party as a candidate for the presidential election, speak to the media, in Tbilisi, Georgia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Georgian Dream party via AP)
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                                        TBILISI, Georgia (AP) -- Georgia is suspending talks on its bid to join the European Union for four years, its prime minister said Thursday, in view of what he described as "blackmail and manipulation" from some of the bloc's politicians, an announcement that outraged the opposition and triggered a new wave of protests.
The statement by Irakli Kobakhidze came hours after he was reappointed to the job by members of the governing Georgian Dream party after its disputed victory in last month's parliamentary election that has sparked massive demonstrations and led to an opposition boycott of parliament.
The Oct. 26 election was widely seen as a referendum on the country's aspirations to join the European Union. The opposition said the vote was rigged under the influence of Russia seeking to keep Georgia in its orbit, and declared a boycott of parliament.

    


European election observers said the balloting took place in a "divisive" atmosphere marked by instances of bribery, double voting and physical violence.
The EU granted Georgia candidate status in December 2023 on condition that the country meets its recommendations but put its accession on hold and cut financial support earlier this year after the passage of a "foreign influence" law widely seen as a blow to democratic freedoms. 


In Thursday's statement, Kobakhidze said that while the country will pursue its bid to join the EU, "it will not put the issue of opening negotiations with the European Union on the agenda until the end of 2028." 

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


"Additionally, we are rejecting any budgetary grants from the European Union until the end of 2028," he added.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Hundreds of protesters poured into the streets following Kobakhidze's announcement, blocking a central avenue in Tbilisi and staging rallies in other cities. 
Earlier Thursday, the European Parliament adopted a resolution that condemned last month's Georgian parliamentary vote as neither free nor fair, representing yet another manifestation of the continued democratic backsliding "for which the ruling Georgian Dream party is fully responsible."

    


EU lawmakers urged a rerun of the parliamentary vote within a year under thorough international supervision and by an independent election administration. They also called on the EU to impose sanctions and limit formal contacts with the Georgian government.
The Georgian prime minister fired back, denouncing what he described as a "cascade of insults" from the EU politicians and declaring that "the ill-wishers of our country have turned the European Parliament into a blunt weapon of blackmail against Georgia, which is a great disgrace for the European Union."
"We will continue on our path toward the European Union; however, we will not allow anyone to keep us in a constant state of blackmail and manipulation, which is utterly disrespectful to our country and society," Kobakhidze said. "We must clearly show certain European politicians and bureaucrats, who are completely devoid of European values, that they must speak to Georgia with dignity, not through blackmail and insults."

    


Critics have accused Georgian Dream -- established by Bidzina Ivanishvili, a shadowy billionaire who made his fortune in Russia -- of becoming increasingly authoritarian and tilted toward Moscow. The party recently pushed through laws similar to those used by the Kremlin to crack down on freedom of speech and LGBTQ+ rights.
Speaking in parliament earlier tin the day, Kobakhidze described last month's parliamentary vote as "also a referendum between immoral propaganda and traditional values, and our society chose traditional values."
The EU suspended Georgia's membership application process indefinitely in June after parliament passed a law requiring organizations that receive more than 20% of their funding from abroad to register as "pursuing the interest of a foreign power," similar to a Russian law used to discredit organizations critical of the government. 
President Salome Zourabichvili, whose six-year term expires next month, has rejected the official results and refused to recognize the parliament's legitimacy. She called a meeting with EU ambassadors after Kobakhidze's announcement.

    


Zourabichvili was elected by popular vote, but Georgia has approved constitutional changes that abolished the direct election of the president and replaced it with a vote by a 300-seat electoral college consisting of members of parliament, municipal councils and regional legislatures.

On Wednesday, the ruling party nominated Mikheil Kavelashvili, a 53-year-old former national team and Premier League player, for the mostly ceremonial presidential post. He is all but certain to win the Dec. 14 vote by the electoral college controlled by the ruling party.
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                    FILE - A small demonstration by people advocating assisted dying hold a protest outside the Hoses of Parliament as a bill to legalise assisted dying is to be put before lawmakers in London, England, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British lawmakers are expected to vote Friday on a law proposed to help terminally ill adults end their lives.
The contentious bill would allow adults expected to have fewer than six months to live to request and be provided with help to end their life, subject to safeguards and protections. 
Members of Parliament (MPs), who have been holding emotional meetings with constituents and searching their souls, are due to debate the issue that crosses political lines.
Supporters say the law would provide dignity to the dying and prevent unnecessary suffering. Opponents say it would put vulnerable people at risk, fearing that some would be coerced to end their lives and that some elderly or disabled people may opt for death so they don't become a burden. 
A vote in favor of the bill would send it to another round of hearings. A vote against it would kill it.
Here's a look at what's in the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill and the next steps:




What is happening?
The House of Commons hasn't debated an assisted dying bill since 2015 when a similar measure failed. 
Debate is scheduled for five hours and more than 150 members have reportedly signed up to speak. It is expected to be followed by a close vote.
Although the current bill was proposed by a member of the ruling center-left Labour Party, it is an open vote with no pressure from the government on supporting it.
Prime Minister Keir Starmer, who has previously supported assisted dying, said the government will remain neutral and he wouldn't reveal how he would vote. Some members of his cabinet have said they will support the bill, while others are against it.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Former Labour Prime Minister Gordon Brown, along with three former Conservative prime ministers -- Boris Johnson, Liz Truss, and Theresa May -- have publicly opposed the bill, though they are no longer in the House of Commons and can't vote. Former Tory Prime Minister David Cameron supports it. 

    


If the bill passes the first stage in the House of Commons, it will face further scrutiny and votes in both Houses of Parliament.
If ultimately approved, any new law is unlikely to come into effect within the next two to three years, supporters say. 
What does the bill propose? 
Under the proposed legislation, only those over 18 years old in England and Wales and who are expected to die within six months can request assisted dying. They must have the mental capacity to make a choice about the end of their life and will be required to make two separate declarations about their wish to die. 
Labour lawmaker Kim Leadbeater, who proposed the bill, said the law has robust safeguards built in and contains "three layers of scrutiny" -- two independent doctors and a High Court judge will have to sign off on any decision. 
Anyone found guilty of pressuring, coercing or dishonestly getting someone to make a declaration that they wish to die will face up to 14 years in prison. 
Assisted suicide is currently banned in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Someone who helps a person end their life can be prosecuted and face up to 14 years in prison. 

    


Who will administer the medication? 
The patient must self-administer the life-ending medication. No doctor or anyone else can give the medication. 
No health professional is under any obligation to provide assistance to the patient.
Doctors who do take part would have to be satisfied the person making their declaration to die has done so voluntarily. They also must ensure the person is making an informed choice. 
Do other countries have similar laws? 
One argument supporting the bill is that wealthy individuals can travel to Switzerland, which allows foreigners to go there to legally end their lives, while others have to face possible prosecution for helping their loves ones to die.
Esther Rantzen, 84, a broadcaster dying of lung cancer, has urged passage of the bill so others don't have to do what she plans to do by traveling to Switzerland to legally end her life. She urged all 650 MPs to attend the hearing.
"This is such a vital life and death issue, one that we the public care desperately about," Rantzen said in a public letter. "It is only right that as many MPs as possible listen to the arguments for and against, and make up your own minds, according to your own conscience, your personal thoughts and feelings."

    


Other countries that have legalized assisted suicide include Australia, Belgium, Canada and parts of the United States, with regulations on who is eligible varying by jurisdiction. 

Assisted suicide is different from euthanasia, allowed in the Netherlands and Canada, which involves healthcare practitioners administering a lethal injection at the patient's request in specific circumstances. 
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            A gavel sits on the judges' table at the Constitutional Court in Bucharest, Romania, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)
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            A gavel sits on the judges' table at the Constitutional Court in Bucharest, Romania, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)
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            A journalist records Calin Georgescu, running as an independent candidate for president gestures while delivering a speech to media, in Izvorani, Romania, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, after making it to the Dec. 8 election runoff. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Calin Georgescu, running as an independent candidate for president gestures while delivering a speech to media, in Izvorani, Romania, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, after making it to the Dec. 8 election runoff. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Calin Georgescu independent candidate in the presidential elections speaks to media, in Izvorani, Romania, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, after making it into the December 8 election runoff. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)
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            Youngsters shout slogans and flash the light of their mobile phones in Bucharest, Romania, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, next to an altered version of a classic painting, depicting Russian President Vladimir Putin and Calin Georgescu, the independent candidate for Romanian presidency who won the first round of elections making it to the Dec. 8, runoff. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            A woman shouts next to a banner depicting a grumpy cat with a text that reads "I feel like barking" in Bucharest, Romania, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024 during a protest against Calin Georgescu, the independent candidate for Romanian presidency who won the first round of elections making it to the Dec. 8, runoff. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Youngsters shout slogans and flash the light of their mobile phones in Bucharest, Romania, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, during a protest against Calin Georgescu, the independent candidate for Romanian presidency who won the first round of elections making it to the Dec. 8, runoff. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Romanian court orders recount of the 1st round of the presidential vote, won by a far-right outsider

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 8 | 
            A gavel sits on the judges' table at the Constitutional Court in Bucharest, Romania, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 8

                                    
                                    A gavel sits on the judges' table at the Constitutional Court in Bucharest, Romania, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 8 | 
            A gavel sits on the judges' table at the Constitutional Court in Bucharest, Romania, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 8

                                    
                                    A gavel sits on the judges' table at the Constitutional Court in Bucharest, Romania, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 8 | 
            A journalist records Calin Georgescu, running as an independent candidate for president gestures while delivering a speech to media, in Izvorani, Romania, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, after making it to the Dec. 8 election runoff. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8

                                    
                                    A journalist records Calin Georgescu, running as an independent candidate for president gestures while delivering a speech to media, in Izvorani, Romania, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, after making it to the Dec. 8 election runoff. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 8 | 
            Calin Georgescu, running as an independent candidate for president gestures while delivering a speech to media, in Izvorani, Romania, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, after making it to the Dec. 8 election runoff. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8

                                    
                                    Calin Georgescu, running as an independent candidate for president gestures while delivering a speech to media, in Izvorani, Romania, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, after making it to the Dec. 8 election runoff. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            Calin Georgescu independent candidate in the presidential elections speaks to media, in Izvorani, Romania, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, after making it into the December 8 election runoff. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8

                                    
                                    Calin Georgescu independent candidate in the presidential elections speaks to media, in Izvorani, Romania, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, after making it into the December 8 election runoff. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 8 | 
            Youngsters shout slogans and flash the light of their mobile phones in Bucharest, Romania, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, next to an altered version of a classic painting, depicting Russian President Vladimir Putin and Calin Georgescu, the independent candidate for Romanian presidency who won the first round of elections making it to the Dec. 8, runoff. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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                                        BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) -- A top Romanian court on Thursday asked the official electoral authority to recount and verify all of the ballots cast in the first round of the presidential election, which was won by a far-right outsider candidate, sending shockwaves through the political establishment. 
The Constitutional Court in Bucharest approved the recounting of the more than 9.4 million ballots, and said its decision was final. The Central Election Bureau is expected to meet on Thursday afternoon to discuss the request. 
Calin Georgescu, a little-known, far-right populist and independent candidate, won the first round, beating the incumbent prime minister. Georgescu was due to face reformist Elena Lasconi, the leader of the Save Romania Union party, in a Dec. 8. runoff. 
Georgescu's unexpected success has prompted nightly protests by people concerned with previous remarks he made in praising Romanian fascist and nationalist leaders and Russian President Vladimir Putin, and believe he poses a threat to democracy. 

    


Without naming Georgescu, Romanian President Klaus Iohannis' office said following a Supreme Council of National Defense meeting in Bucharest on Thursday that an analysis of documents revealed that "a presidential candidate benefited from massive exposure due to preferential treatment granted by the TikTok platform."




Earlier this week, Romania's National Audiovisual Council asked the European Commission to investigate TikTok's role in the Nov. 24 vote. Pavel Popescu, the vice president of Romania's media regulator Ancom, said he would request TikTok's suspension in Romania if investigations find evidence of "manipulation of the electoral process."

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


TikTok did not immediately respond to a request from The Associated Press. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The vote recount was prompted by a complaint made by Cristian Terhes, a former presidential candidate of the Romanian National Conservative Party who garnered 1% of the vote. Terhes alleged that Lasconi's party had urged people to vote before some diaspora polls had closed on Sunday, saying it violated electoral laws against campaign activities on polling day. 

    


After Thursday's court ruling, Terhes' press office posted on Facebook that the court ordered the recount "due to indications of fraud," and alleged that valid votes cast for Ludovic Orban -- who had dropped out of the race but remained on the ballot -- had been reassigned to Lasconi.
It is the first time in Romania's 35-year post-communist history that the country's most powerful party, the Social Democratic Party, did not have a candidate in the second round of a presidential race. Prime Minister Marcel Ciolacu resigned as party leader after he narrowly lost to Lasconi by just 2,740 votes.
Lasconi criticized the court's decision. "Extremism is fought by voting, not backstage games," she said, adding that what the court "is trying to do now is absolutely horrific for a democratic country." 
"I am here to defend democracy and call on the Central Election Bureau to handle the vote recount wisely," she said. "The law must be the same for all, not interpreted differently for some."

    


Lasconi, a former journalist, had told the AP ahead of the first round that she saw corruption as one of Romania's biggest issues and vowed to tackle it. 
"Romania deserves better, not a group of old politicians who use institutions strictly for their personal interest!" Lasconi added in her Thursday statement. 
The court on Thursday also rejected a request by another unsuccessful first-round candidate, Sebastian Popescu, to annul the ballot.
Popescu alleged Georgescu -- who declared zero campaign spending -- had not disclosed financing linked to a massive TikTok campaign, which many have credited for his success.
Popescu, who got 0.15% in the first round, also alleged in his appeal that Georgescu had used widespread disinformation and "defrauded the electoral law by illegally financing the entire electoral campaign, having support from outside the country's borders, from state entities with the aim of destabilizing Romania." 

    


Georgescu's account on the Chinese platform TikTok, which has amassed 5.1 million likes and 450,000 followers, had gained huge traction in recent weeks. Expert Forum, a Bucharest-based think tank, said in a report that the rapid rise "appears sudden and artificial, similar to his polling results."
The most visible theme on Georgescu's TikTok in the last two months "is peace, more precisely the need for Romania to stop supporting Ukraine in order not to involve Romania in war," the report stated.
The statement from the president's office said that "Romania, along with other states on NATO's Eastern Flank, has become a priority target for hostile actions by state and non-state actors, particularly the Russian Federation." 
"There is growing interest from Russia in influencing the public agenda in Romanian society," it also said and added that the authorities would "urgently take the necessary measures, within their legal competencies" to clarify what had happened. 
Georgescu, who said a network of Romanian volunteers helped his campaign, has denied any wrongdoing. 

"They want to ban the right of the Romanian people to speak freely," he told a local news channel Wednesday, adding the first presidential election round "was perfectly democratic and legitimate."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/romania-election-president-recount-georgescu-far-right-34f4284d54ea34a841225e2c3a968c6d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Sweden asks for China's cooperation over Baltic Sea cables cut while a Chinese ship was nearby | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Sweden asks for China's cooperation over Baltic Sea cables cut while a Chinese ship was nearby

    Sweden asks for China's cooperation over Baltic Sea cables cut while a Chinese ship was nearby

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
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                                        HARPSUND, Sweden (AP) -- Sweden has formally asked China to cooperate in explaining the recent rupture of two data cables on the Baltic Sea bed in an area where a China-flagged vessel had been sighted, Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson said Thursday. 
The two cables, one running from Finland to Germany and the other from Lithuania to Sweden, were both damaged in Swedish waters last week, in an area where the Yi Peng 3, a China-flagged bulk carrier, was seen. 
The Yi Peng 3 has been moored in international waters between Sweden and Denmark. Kristersson told a news conference in the town of Harpsund that Sweden would like the vessel to move to its own waters to allow for an inspection within the ongoing international investigation.
"As I had said before, Sweden has expressed our desire for the ship to move to Swedish waters and we are in contact with China from Sweden," Kristersson said. "Today I can also tell you that in addition to that Sweden has also sent a formal request to China to cooperate with Swedish authorities in order to create clarity on what has happened. "

    


He was speaking after a security meeting of government leaders of the Baltic sea region.




In the same news conference, Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk expressed "full solidarity and full support" and trust in Sweden's reliability as it acts in the interest of all countries in the Baltic region. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Finnish, Swedish and German authorities have launched investigations into the rupture of the two cables. Germany's defense minister said that the damage appeared to have been caused by sabotage, though there is no proof at present.

Chinese authorities in Beijing said earlier this month they had no information about the ship but that China was ready to "maintain communication" with relevant parties. 
They called for the vessel's rights to normal navigation to be protected.
Last year Sweden announced a cable running from its coast under the Baltic Sea to Estonia had been "deliberately" ruptured. 
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                                        KINSHASA, Congo (AP) -- A Congolese opposition politician was sentenced to one year in prison for inciting civil disobedience in what his political party described as a "blatant attempt" by the government to silence its critics.
Seth Kikuni, the president of the political party Piste pour l'Emergence, was convicted of inciting disobedience and spreading false rumors during a rally held in September in Lubumbashi, in the southwest of Congo, a court in Kinshasa said Wednesday evening. 
Kikuni's lawyer said he would appeal the court's decision.
In September, Kikuni told supporters during a rally that they should have no fear and stand up to the reelected President Felix Tshsekedi, whom he accused of falsifying the election results.
Kikuni was arrested in Kinshasa on Sept. 2 by agents of the National Intelligence Agency before he was handed over to a judge and transferred to the central prison of Makala in Kinshasa, notorious for overcrowding and poor conditions.

    


His lawyers pleaded not guilty, arguing that Kikuni was acting in the capacity of an opposition politician.
His party said the sentence was "a blatant attempt to silence a critical voice in an increasingly tense political context" and described his trial as a parody of justice. 




"The Congolese justice system has sentenced my client Seth Kikuni to one year in prison," said Kikuni's lawyer Laurent Onyemba. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
President Tshisekedi was reelected in December and has spent much of his time in office trying to gain legitimacy after a disputed 2018 election while struggling to put an end to the armed conflict in the country's east.

Last month, he announced a national commission would be set up next year to draft a new constitution for the country, raising concern among the opposition that he may alter the presidential term limit. 
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            CORRECTS CITY Smoke rises amid fighting between opposition factions and Syrian government troops in Dadikh, Idlib countryside, Syria, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            CORRECTS CITY Smoke rises amid fighting between opposition factions and Syrian government troops in Majdaliya, Idlib countryside, Syria, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            CORRECTS CITY. Smoke rises amid fighting between opposition factions and Syrian government troops in Dadikh, Idlib countryside, Syria, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            CORRECTS CITY Smoke rises amid fighting between opposition factions and Syrian government troops in Majdaliya, Idlib countryside, Syria, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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                                        Syrian armed groups launched a large-scale attack on areas controlled by government forces and seized territory in northwestern Syria, opposition groups said Thursday. The government and its allies responded with airstrikes and shelling to ward off the insurgent advances, activists said. 
The violence has displaced thousands of families, and forced aid groups to suspend some of their services. Volunteers with the Syrian Civil Defense, known as the White Helmets, said at least 18 people, including three children and two women, were killed in two different villages in western Aleppo following airstrikes. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a war monitor, said the airstrikes were from Russian warplanes. 
Syria's armed forces said Thursday the offensive was led by Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, or HTS, which controls much of northwest Syria and is a violation of a de-escalation agreement. It said the attacks are ongoing and have targeted a number of villages and military bases. 

    


Turkey, which backs Syrian opposition factions, and Russia and Iran, which have backed government forces, reached an agreement in late 2019 that effectively froze the line of the conflict and prevented government advances in Idlib province, which has been the last stronghold for a mix of radical groups and Turkey-backed Syrian forces.




"Our forces are confronting the terrorist organizations with different power and in collaboration with friendly forces to ensure the situation returns to how it was," the army statement said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Opposition factions launched the offensive early Wednesday and claimed in a series of statements on social media that they have wrestled control of over 15 villages from government forces in northwestern Aleppo, capturing a military base and hardware, and taking a number of soldiers hostage. 
The offensive expanded Thursday to reach the countryside of Idlib province, where government forces control a major highway and a strategic town that was previously held by the insurgents, the armed groups and the Syrian Observatory said. The Associated Press could not independently verify those claims.

    


The opposition fighters said their offensive will allow the return of thousands of displaced people who were forced to flee government bombardment in recent weeks.
The offensive follows weeks of simmering violence in the area, where activists said government and allied Russian forces have stepped up their bombardment of parts of the last remaining stronghold of the opposition. 
The International Rescue Committee said at least 7,000 families have been newly displaced by the escalating hostilities and some schools and health facilities have been forced to suspend services, including IRC's own field operations. 
The offensive also came as Iran-linked groups, who had backed Syrian government forces since 2015, have been preoccupied with their own battle at home. 
Israel and Hezbollah, the lead group in the Iran-backed alliance, have been locked in a war that escalated since September. A cease-fire was announced Wednesday, the day the Syrian opposition factions announced their offensive. Israel has also escalated its attacks against Hezbollah and Iran-linked targets in Syria during the last 70 days.

    


Formerly known as the Nusra Front, the Syrian branch of al-Qaida, HTS later changed its name several times and distanced itself from al-Qaida. 
Russia, along with Iran, backed Syrian government forces soon after the anti-government protests in 2011 turned into a war. Turkey has backed an array of opposition forces and established military presence in parts of northwestern Syria. Meanwhile, the United States has supported Syrian Kurdish forces fighting Islamic State militants largely in the east of the country. 
Turkey said Thursday it was closely monitoring the offensive launched by the opposition groups in northern Syria. Unnamed defense ministry officials quoted in the state-run Anadolu Agency said Thursday the Turkish military had taken "all kinds of measures" to protect its troops in Syria.

    


Turkish security officials said on Thursday that Syrian opposition groups initially launched a "limited" offensive towards Aleppo, from where attacks targeting civilians originated. However, the offensive expanded as Syrian government forces began to retreat from their positions.

The officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity in line with regulations, said opposition groups in Idlib had long planned an offensive to expel Syrian government forces and militias from the area to protect civilians. Turkey had previously prevented these operations to avoid escalating tensions in the region, especially amid Israel's military actions in Gaza and Lebanon.
The officials indicated that the offensive proceeded after Turkish diplomatic efforts to prevent government attacks were unsuccessful. 
The aim of the offensive was to reestablish the boundaries of the de-escalation zone, according to the Turkish officials.
--------
Associated Press writer Suzan Fraser in Ankara, Turkey contributed to this report
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                    FILE - France's Prime Minister Michel Barnier arrives for a weekly cabinet meeting at the Elysee Palace, in Paris, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- France's minority government may be on its last legs as opposition lawmakers moved this week toward a no-confidence vote. In a last-ditch effort to save themselves, Cabinet members warned of domestic and international turmoil if the government is toppled.
Prime Minister Michel Barnier, a conservative allied with French President Emmanuel Macron's centrists, acknowledged his government's fragile position over a key budget vote in a television interview on Tuesday. The budget bill for next year must be passed by Dec. 21.
If a no-confidence vote passes in parliament thanks to what he called an "alliance" between the left and the far right, "there will be a big storm and very serious turbulence on the financial markets," Barnier said.
Foreign minister Jean-Noel Barrot also raised warning flags. 
"At a time when war is on our doorstep, when the planet is in turmoil, when China and the United States want to outpace us ... those who make the decision to overthrow Barnier's government and deprive France of a budget will be responsible for the mess and disorder," Barrot said Wednesday on news broadcaster CNews.

    


Barrot's comments came as France helped broker the ceasefire deal that ended fighting between Israel and Lebanon's Hezbollah militant group alongside the U.S.




Following the June-July parliamentary elections, the National Assembly, France's powerful lower house of parliament, was divided into three major blocs: a left-wing coalition known as the New Popular Front, Macron's centrist allies and the far-right National Rally party. None of them won an outright majority.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Until now, the government counted on the far right's support to be able to stay in power.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
However, far-right leader Marine Le Pen this week threatened to push for a no-confidence motion unless significant changes are made to the country's budget bill for next year. Le Pen has demanded a freeze on electricity taxes and an increase in state pensions from January.

    


On Thursday, Barnier offered a compromise, promising not to raise electricity taxes. 
France is under pressure from the European Union's executive body to reduce its colossal debt. Barnier's Cabinet is seeking to reduce the country's deficit from an estimated 6% of Gross Domestic Product now to 5% next year through a 60-billion euro ($66 billion) squeeze.
Finance Minister Antoine Armand has argued that disagreeing with the government is not a reason to "plunge the country into a budgetary and financial unknown."
With no proper budget to get the state finances back on track, "there's a risk of stalling like a plane that is at altitude and at some point risks losing control," Armand said Thursday on news broadcaster BFM TV. 
The Speaker of the National Assembly, Yael Braun-Pivet, said this week that under the French Constitution and other rules, France will not be at risk of a government shutdown that in the United States would disrupt many services and squeeze federal employees.
Many opposition lawmakers who appear ready to bring the government down have argued that an outgoing government could potentially present a special law to levy taxes from Jan. 1. It would also be able to decide on renewing spendings by decree in order to pay civil servants, pensions and other key state expenses. 

    


Le Pen, in a column published in Le Figaro newspaper, said "even in the event of a no-confidence vote, taxes would be raised, civil servants paid, pensions paid, and medical care reimbursed."
She accused the government of ignoring all of her party's proposals. 
"And by rejecting this budget... we would be the so-called 'architects of chaos'? That can't be serious," she wrote.

Mathilde Panot, head of the hard-left France Unbowed group at the National Assembly, said Thursday "they can explain it's going to be a catastrophe, a grasshopper invasion, a nuclear accident. But the reality is that we have what we need to ensure the continuity of the state." 
Speaking on FranceInfo, Panot asked for a left-wing Cabinet to be appointed instead. 
That option had been rejected this summer by Macron, in charge of naming the prime minister.
The next key test is coming Monday for Barnier's government, with a vote on the divisive social security budget scheduled at the National Assembly.
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Lebanon's parliament Thursday renewed the term of army chief Joseph Aoun, who is seen as a potential presidential candidate in next year's vote. 
The parliament has seldom met since Israel's war with Hezbollah began 14 months ago, and has not convened to try to elect a president since June 2023, leaving the country in a political gridlock. 
Thursday's session is the first since a U.S.-brokered ceasefire came into effect on Wednesday which has left the Lebanese military responsible for ensuring Hezbollah militants leave the country's south and its facilities dismantled. The army is expected to receive international aid to help deploy troops to deploy in the south to exert full state control there.
Gen. Joseph Aoun is seen as a likely presidential candidate due to his close relationship with the international community and his hold on an institution that is seen as a rare point of unity in the country facing political and sectarian tensions. Lebanon has been without a president since Oct. 31, 2022. 

    


It is unclear whether the decision to renew Aoun's term will impact his chances as Lebanon's next president.




Hezbollah and some of its key allies and their legislators have been skeptical of a Aoun presidency due to his close relationship with Washington.
Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri, who spearheaded negotiations with the United States to end the war, also called for parliament to convene on Jan. 9, 2025 to elect a president, the first attempt in almost 19 months.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
French special envoy Jean-Yves Le Drian, tasked by French President Emmanuel Macron with helping Lebanon break its political deadlock, observed the session before meeting with Berri and later caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati.
Berri, in an address Wednesday, urged political parties to pick a president that will bring Lebanon's rival groups together, in a bid to keep the war-torn and financially battered country from further deteriorating amid fears of internal political tensions between Hezbollah and its political opponents following the war.

The militant group's opponents, who believe Hezbollah should be completely disarmed, are furious that it made the unilateral decision to go to war with Israel in solidarity with its ally Hamas in the Gaza Strip. 
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                    FILE - Migrants wait to climb over concertina wire after they crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico, Sept. 23, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- A federal appeals court Wednesday ruled that Border Patrol agents cannot cut razor wire that Texas installed on the U.S.-Mexico border in the town of Eagle Pass, which has become the center of the state's aggressive measures to curb migrant crossings. 
The decision by the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals is a victory for Texas in a long-running rift over immigration policy with the Biden administration, which has also sought to remove floating barriers installed on the Rio Grande. 
Texas has continued to install razor wire along its roughly 1,200-mile (1,900 kilometers) border with Mexico over the past year. In a 2-1 ruling, the court issued an injunction blocking Border Patrol agents from damaging the wire in Eagle Pass.
"We continue adding more razor wire border barrier," Republican Gov. Greg Abbott posted on the social platform X in response to the ruling.

    


A spokesperson for the Department of Homeland Security did not immediately respond to an email seeking comment Wednesday. 
Some migrants have been injured by the sharp wire, and the Justice Department has argued the barrier impedes the U.S. government's ability to patrol the border, including coming to the aid of migrants in need of help. Texas contended in the lawsuit originally filed last year that federal government was "undermining" the state's border security efforts by cutting the razor wire.




The ruling comes ahead of President-elect Donald Trump returning to office and pledging a crackdown on immigration. Earlier this month, a Texas official offered a parcel of rural ranchland along the U.S.-Mexico border to use as a staging area for potential mass deportations.

Arrivals at the U.S.-Mexico border have dropped 40% from an all-time high in December. U.S. officials mostly credit Mexican vigilance around rail yards and highway checkpoint
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                    FILE - Algerian author Boualem Sansal, a members of the Jury, at the press conference speaks during the 62 edition of International Film Festival Berlinale, in Berlin Thursday, Feb. 9, 2012. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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                                        Politicians, writers and activists have called for the release of French-Algerian writer Boualem Sansal, whose arrest in Algeria is seen as the latest instance of the stifling of creative expression in the military-dominated North African country.
The 75-year-old author, who is an outspoken critic of Islamism and the Algerian regime, has not been heard from by friends, family or his French publisher since leaving Paris for Algiers earlier this month. He has not been seen near his home in his small town, Boumerdes, his neighbors told The Associated Press.
"The detention without serious grounds of a writer of French nationality is unacceptable," France's Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot said on Wednesday.
He added Sansal's work "does honor to both his countries and to the values we cherish."
The European Parliament discussed Algeria's repression of freedom of speech on Wednesday and called for "his immediate and unconditional release."

    


Algerian authorities have not publicly announced charges against Sansal, but the APS state news service said he was arrested at the airport.
Though no longer censored, Sansal's novels have in the past faced bans in Algeria. A professed admirer of French culture, his writings on Islam's role in society, authoritarianism, freedom of expression and the civil war that ravaged Algeria throughout the 1990s have won him fans across the ideological spectrum in France, from far-right leader Marine Le Pen to President Emmanuel Macron, who attended his French naturalization ceremony in 2023.




But his work has provoked ire in Algeria, from both authorities and Islamists, who have issued death threats against him in the 1990s and afterward.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Though few garner such international attention, Sansal is among a long list of political prisoners incarcerated in Algeria, where the hopes of a protest movement that led to the ouster of the country's then-82 year old president have been crushed under President Abdelmadjid Tebboune.

    


Human rights groups have decried the ongoing repression facing journalists, activists and writers. Amnesty International in September called it a "brutal crackdown on human rights including the rights to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly and association."
Algerian authorities have in recent months disrupted a book fair in Bejaia and excluded prominent authors from the country's largest book fair in Algeria has in recent months, including this year's Goncourt Prize winner Kamel Daoud,
"This tragic news reflects an alarming reality in Algeria, where freedom of expression is no more than a memory in the face of repression, imprisonment and the surveillance of the entire society," French-Algerian author Kamel Daoud wrote in an editorial signed by more than a dozen authors in Le Point this week.
Sansal has been a polarizing figure in Algeria for holding some pro-Israel views and for likening political Islam to Nazism and totalitarianism in his novels, including "The Oath of the Barbarians" and "2084: The End of the World."
Despite the controversial subject matter, Sansal had never faced detention. His arrest comes as relations between France and Algeria face newfound strains. France in July backed Morocco's sovereignty over the disputed Western Sahara, angering Algeria, which has long backed the independence Polisario Front and pushed for a referendum to determine the future of the coastal northwest African territory.

"A regime that thinks it has to stop its writers, whatever they think, is certainly a weak regime," French-Algerian academic Ali Bensaad wrote in a statement posted on Facebook.
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- China has suspended a high-ranking military official while he is being investigated, its Defense Ministry announced Thursday.
The official, Miao Hua, is director of the Political Work Department on the powerful Central Military Commission that oversees the People's Liberation Army (PLA). He is one of five members of the body that oversees the world's largest standing military, in addition to China's leader Xi Jinping, who heads the commission. 
Defense Ministry spokesperson Wu Qian said Miao is under investigation for "serious violations of discipline," which usually alludes to issues of corruption.
It is the third recent major shakeup for China's defense establishment. In June, China announced that former Defense Minister Li Shangfu and his predecessor Wei Fenghe were accused of corruption and expelled from the party. They were being investigated for corruption and bribery, after initially facing suspension.

    


Yet, the high-level investigation is not likely to have any significant consequences, given Xi's tight grip on power. 
"Most countries would incur at least some reputational cost to their international reputation were such frequent, high-profile personnel purges to have happened in their own armed forces - but the PRC is no ordinary country," James Char, a research fellow at the Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies at Nanyang Technological University, in Singapore, said in an email. "These purges can go on so long as its commander-in-chief approves of them."




In Xi's first term as Party Secretary, he was known for a multi-year campaign against corruption that has brought down numerous high-profile political rivals, and thousands of officials. This has led some to allege a widespread purge of officers suspected of conspiring with outside forces or simply being insufficiently loyal to Xi. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Xi's dedication to his anti-corruption campaign has continued throughout his rule. High-ranking officers occupy an elevated position in Chinese politics and can command extensive privileges, official and unofficial. 

    


Miao being placed under investigation comes after the Financial Times reported that Defense Minister Dong Jun was under investigation for corruption.
Miao's position on the commission, which is a Communist Party committee, outranks Dong and anyone who holds the position of defense minister, as Communist Party positions are more powerful than government institutions in China.
Experts say a possible corruption investigation would not be a surprise, given the PLA's history.
In the 1990's, the PLA was allowed to run businesses as the country opened up during the "reform and opening up" period, when the country stopped many of its planned economic policies and transitioned to a more market-based economy.
Miao has come up through the political department in the military and had served as the political commissar of the PLA's Navy. He was already fairly senior before Xi came to power in 2012.

"If the investigation is about corruption, it's not out of line with people's expectations," said Tiehlin Yan, deputy director at the Taiwan Center for Security Studies, who studied the PLA. "It's very difficult for anyone not to have have blemishes if you were a mid-level or senior cadre in the 1990's."

    


Meanwhile, the Defense Ministry spokesperson Wu, said Dong was not under any investigation and called the newspaper report a "sheer fabrication."
In response to a question about who China's defense minister was, Wu smiled and raised his hands in a shrug.
"Why do you ask this nonsensical question? I just said this many times: Minister Dong Jun."
___
This version has corrected the official's name to Hua not Li.
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                    FILE - Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Manet attends the East Asia Summit at the Association of the Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Summit in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 7, 2023. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        PHNOM PENH (AP) -- Six Cambodian activists charged with treason over Facebook comments criticizing their government have been deported from Thailand to stand trial, a pro-democracy group said Thursday.
The Khmer Movement for Democracy, a movement formed by opposition leaders in exile, criticized the decision to return the four women and two men Nov. 24, saying they will face "inhuman and degrading treatment" in Cambodia's overcrowded prison system. 
Thailand and Cambodia are accused by rights groups of having a de facto agreement to return political dissidents wanted by their home country. 
The activists -- Pen Chan Sangkream, Hong An, Mean Chanthon, Yin Chanthou, Soeung Khunthea and Vorn Chanratana -- are associated with the opposition Cambodian National Rescue Party, which was dissolved ahead of the 2018 general election as part of a crackdown on the opposition. 

    


The Cambodian People's Party subsequently won every seat in the National Assembly in an election that returned autocratic leader Hun Sen to power. 
Hun Sen ruled Cambodia for nearly four decades until 2023, when he stepped aside to make way for his son, Hun Manet, who was elected prime minister later that year in elections that were criticized internationally as neither free nor fair. 




The six activists were charged in August by the Phnom Penh Municipal Court with treason after posting statements critical of the Cambodian government's involvement in a decades-old regional development agreement with neighboring countries, said Am Sam Ath Operational Director of local rights group, Licadho. He confirmed the six had been deported by the Thai government. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam Development Triangle Area (CLV-DTA) agreement was a development plan intended to facilitate cooperation on trade and migration in four northeastern provinces of Cambodia and border areas in Laos and Vietnam. It was signed in 1999 and formalized in 2004.

    


Critics focused on land concessions, charging that the pact privileges foreign interests, and particularly that it would cede land and sovereignty to Vietnam, a highly sensitive issue because of Cambodia's historical antagonism toward its larger eastern neighbor.
Nearly 100 people were also arrested in August in Cambodia for protesting the agreement. 

Hun Manet defended the crackdown, saying the authorities must protect the social order and security for the sake of all Cambodians, and accused the protesters of seeking to overthrow his government. 
His government then pulled out of the CLV-DTA in September, but the charges against those who protested remain. 
Kheang Sonadin, a spokesperson for Cambodia's department of prisons, said all six activists had been assigned to various prisons on Nov. 25. 
If convicted, they face up to 10 years in prison. 
_____
Rising reported from Bangkok
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            FILE - A Cyprus' military helicopter flies over a military parade marking the 63th anniversary of Cyprus' independence from British colonial rule, in the divided capital Nicosia, Cyprus, on Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            FILE - Cyprus' soldiers on a military vehicle pass during a military parade marking the 63th anniversary of Cyprus' independence from British colonial rule, in divided capital Nicosia, Cyprus, on Sunday, Oct. 1 2023. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias, File)
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            FILE - A police officer holds a Cyprus' flag as two soldiers salute during a ceremony before a military parade marking the 63th anniversary of Cyprus' independence from British colonial rule, in divided capital Nicosia, Cyprus, on Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias, File)
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            FILE - A Cyprus' military helicopter flies over a military parade marking the 63th anniversary of Cyprus' independence from British colonial rule, in the divided capital Nicosia, Cyprus, on Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias, File)
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            FILE - Cyprus' soldiers on a military vehicle pass during a military parade marking the 63th anniversary of Cyprus' independence from British colonial rule, in divided capital Nicosia, Cyprus, on Sunday, Oct. 1 2023. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias, File)
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            FILE - A police officer holds a Cyprus' flag as two soldiers salute during a ceremony before a military parade marking the 63th anniversary of Cyprus' independence from British colonial rule, in divided capital Nicosia, Cyprus, on Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias, File)
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                                        NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) -- Cyprus could apply to become a member of NATO once its armed forces receive the necessary training and equipment with U.S. help to bring them up to the standards of the world's premier military alliance, the president of the Mediterranean island nation said Thursday.
President Nikos Christodoulides put Cyprus on a trajectory for possible NATO membership, ending weeks of media speculation about his government's intentions following his meeting with U.S. President Joe Biden in Washington last month. The development goes against Cyprus' long-held policy of neutrality harking back to the Cold War era, when it walked a political tightrope between Washington and Moscow.
Christodoulides said although Cyprus can't join NATO at this time because of objections that Turkey would raise to its potential membership, the Cypriot National Guard shouldn't be denied the opportunity to upgrade its defensive capabilities with U.S. assistance. 

    


Turkey, which maintains more than 35,000 troops in the breakaway Turkish Cypriot northern part of ethnically divided Cyprus, doesn't recognize the island's government, which is based in the Greek Cypriot southern part.




Christodoulides didn't elaborate on how Turkish objections could be sidestepped. But the U.N. is currently working to prepare for a resumption of peace talks between the rival sides in Cyprus, which was split in 1974 when Turkey invaded following a coup by supporters of uniting the island with Greece.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"And because we don't want the National Guard to lose such opportunities, we're in talks with the U.S. -- and we thank them for their positive response -- on how the Cyprus Republic can make the best use of these opportunities, so when everything is in its place, the Cyprus Republic can become a member state of NATO," Christodoulides told The Associated Press.
"The strengthening of the Cyprus Republic's deterrent capabilities is of the utmost importance, and we take advantage of every opportunity, both in the direction of the United States and NATO, but also the European Union."

    


Christodoulides said Cyprus' geographic location -- it's the closest EU member state to the Middle East at just 182 kilometers (114 miles) from the Lebanese capital, Beirut -- has given impetus to planned upgrades to its military infrastructure. He said the government is currently in talks with the U.S. for upgrades to a key air base and with the EU for a naval base. 
Following his meeting with Biden, Christodoulides told the AP of his government's commitment to expanding defense and security cooperation with the U.S. 

Cyprus' Andreas Papandreou air base on its southwestern edge is currently hosting a U.S. Marine contingent and a number of V-22 Osprey tiltrotor military transport and cargo aircraft prepositioned to assist in potential evacuations from nearby Lebanon and elsewhere.
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            Construction workers work at a construction site of Adani group near Adani Corporate House in Ahmedabad, India, Friday, Nov. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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            Adani Corporate House is seen in Ahmedabad, India, Friday, Nov. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- India's Parliament was disrupted for a third day Thursday by opposition parties protesting the government's silence over allegations against billionaire Gautam Adani, who was recently indicted in the U.S. for alleged fraud and a scheme to pay bribes.
As Speaker Om Birla convened the powerful lower house of Parliament, opposition members shot up from their seats and crowded the aisles, shouting anti-government slogans. The Congress and other opposition parties have accused the government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi of protecting Adani, an Indian coal magnate.
"I don't appreciate the manner of protest," Birla said, adjourning the session over the opposition disruptions. The session later resumed but was adjourned for the day with the deadlock between the government and the opposition continuing.
Proceedings in Parliament's upper house were also adjourned, and the Congress party was unyielding in its stance.

    


The opposition called for a joint committee to investigate Adani's companies, which include agriculture, renewable energy, coal and infrastructure.
Adani, 62, one of Asia's richest men, was thrust into the spotlight last week when U.S. prosecutors in New York charged him a nd seven of his associates with securities fraud, conspiracy to commit securities fraud, and wire fraud. The charges allege that Adani duped investors in a massive solar project in India by concealing that it was being facilitated by bribes. 




The indictment outlines an alleged scheme to pay about $265 million in bribes to Indian government officials.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Adani Group, in a statement last week, said the allegations by the U.S. Department of Justice and the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission against directors of Adani Green are baseless.
"The charges in the indictment are allegations and the defendants are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty. All possible legal recourse will be sought," the statement said.

    


In the absence of a statement by the Indian government, Amit Malviya, the governing Bharatiya Janata Party's IT head, also said in a post on the social media platform X that the U.S. charges are "allegations and the defendants are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty," which critics interpreted as a show of support by the Modi government for the Adani Group.
The controversy has already affected Adani's interests overseas. Kenya's president canceled multimillion-dollar deals with the Adani Group for airport modernization and energy projects.
Adani will also face scrutiny in Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.
A Sri Lankan government spokesperson said earlier this week that it is reviewing projects to be implemented by the Adani Group in Sri Lanka. The group was set to invest over $440 million under a 20-year agreement to develop 484 megawatts of wind power in the northeastern regions of Sri Lanka and develop a terminal in the Colombo port.
"We are taking it seriously. The foreign ministry and the finance ministry are inquiring into it. We will take the decision according to the reports of both ministries," spokesperson Nalinda Jayatissa said, 

Bangladesh's interim government is reviewing an agreement under which the Adani Group supplies electricity to Bangladesh from a power project in India.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/adani-us-charges-fraud-opposition-parliament-protest-6e57a1e44c63634685361b920044a1e6



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Philippine police file criminal complaints against Sara Duterte and her security aides | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Philippine police file criminal complaints against Sara Duterte and her security aides

    Philippine police file criminal complaints against Sara Duterte and her security aides

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Monday described a public threat by the vice president to have him killed by an assassin as a criminal plot and vowed to fight it, in a looming showdown between the country's two top leaders.
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            Philippine vice president Sara Duterte on Wednesday played down the criminal complaints, allegations and potential lawsuits that had been made against her.
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            This combination photo shows Philippine Vice President Sara Duterte, left, in Quezon City, Philippines, Nov. 13, 2024, and Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in Vientiane, Laos, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., center right, and Vice President Sara Duterte, daughter of former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, raise hands during the inauguration ceremony at National Museum on Thursday, June 30, 2022 in Manila, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)
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            FILE - Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. listens during the 12th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) -U.S. Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)
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            Philippine Vice President Sara Duterte gestures as she attends a hearing at the House of Representative in Quezon City, Philippines on Monday Nov. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            FILE- Former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte speaks during a senate inquiry on the so-called war on drugs during his administration at the Philippine Senate Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Manila, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)
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            This combination photo shows Philippine Vice President Sara Duterte, left, in Quezon City, Philippines, Nov. 13, 2024, and Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in Vientiane, Laos, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. listens during the 12th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) -U.S. Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)
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            FILE- Former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte speaks during a senate inquiry on the so-called war on drugs during his administration at the Philippine Senate Monday, Oct. 28, 2024, in Manila, Philippines. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)
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                                        MANILA, Philippines (AP) -- Philippine police officials on Wednesday filed criminal complaints against Vice President Sara Duterte and her security staff for allegedly assaulting authorities and disobeying orders in a recent altercation in Congress.
The criminal complaints filed by the Quezon City police were separate from any legal action that may arise after she publicly threatened to have President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., his wife and the speaker of the House of Representatives assassinated if she were killed herself in an unspecified plot. She has not provided details of that plot.
A presidential adviser, Larry Gadon, separately filed a Supreme Court petition on Wednesday to disbar the vice president as a lawyer, citing her assassination threats, which he said were "illegal, immoral and condemnable." 
The Marcos administration's legal offensive against Duterte, her father and their allies is a critical juncture in a conflict that has seethed over the last two years between the two most powerful families in the Philippines.

    


Speaking in a news conference, the vice president broadly denied and played down the criminal complaints, allegations and potential lawsuits against her, including a possible impeachment case and an alleged violation of the country's anti-terror law. She said the government actions were aimed at removing her from office, freezing her properties and bank accounts and barring her from traveling abroad.




Duterte said without elaborating that the danger to her life was real but added that the threats she made were not actual and illegal.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This is really oppression and harassment for remarks taken out of logical context," Duterte said. She also said in response to a question that she no longer thought a reconciliation with the president was possible.
"I really believe that we have reached a point of no return," she said.

    


The Department of Justice said it is also looking into potentially seditious remarks by Marcos's predecessor and the vice president's father, Rodrigo Duterte, who said in a news conference that the civilian government would only listen if the military voices concerns about corruption and irregularities under the Marcos administration.
"There is a fractured governance. ... It is only the military that can correct it," the former president said Monday night. He said he was not urging the military to rise up against Marcos but only reaffirming the real situation in the Philippines.
Still, justice officials said an investigation into the former president's remarks will proceed.
The criminal complaints for assaulting, disobeying and grave coercion against police authorities were filed against the vice president and her security staff and other aides before state prosecutors, a police statement said. Such crimes are punishable by a jail term and a fine.
The complaints were set off by a chaotic squabble over the weekend in the House of Representatives, where the vice president's chief of staff, Zuleika Lopez, has been temporarily detained. Legislators accused Lopez of obstructing and not cooperating with a congressional inquiry into alleged misuse of confidential and intelligence funds by the offices of the vice president and the education secretary, which Sara Duterte held.

    


At one point, authorities were ordered to transfer Lopez to a women's prison outside Congress, causing her to become agitated. The vice president and her staff intervened to oppose the order and Lopez was eventually moved to a government hospital, where she remains confined.
"The rule of law is fundamental to our democratic system. No one, regardless of their position, should be above accountability," national police chief Gen. Rommel Francisco Marbil said of the criminal complaints against the vice president and her aides. The national police "remain committed to ensuring the proper execution of lawful orders and protecting public order," he said.
"Resistance and disobedience to a person in authority not only violates the law but also undermines public trust," Marbil said.

    


In a separate case, authorities delivered a subpoena to the vice president's office Tuesday, inviting her to answer investigators' questions about the threats she made over the weekend. Duterte had said she was not making a direct threat but was expressing concerns for her own safety.
Marcos said in a televised public address that the vice president's threats against him, his wife Liza Marcos and House Speaker Martin Romualdez were a criminal plot and vowed to fight them and uphold the rule of law.
Marcos ran with Sara Duterte as his vice-presidential running mate in the 2022 elections and both won landslide victories on a campaign call for national unity. In the Philippines, the president and vice president are elected separately, and that has resulted in rival politicians assuming the top political posts in a country with deep political and social divisions.

    


The two leaders and their camps have since fallen out over key differences, including their approaches to China's aggressive territorial claims i n the disputed South China Sea and views on ex-President Duterte's anti-drug crackdown, which left thousands of mostly poor suspects dead.

Sara Duterte resigned from the Marcos Cabinet in June as education secretary and head of an anti-insurgency body and became one of the most vocal critics of the president, his wife and Romualdez, the president's cousin who heads a congress that's dominated by their allies.
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            Economics and business experts say Trump's proposed 25% tax on all products entering the country from Canada and Mexico could hurt American businesses-even if never fully implemented.
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            FILE - U.S. President Donald Trump, left, and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau talk prior to a NATO round table meeting at The Grove hotel and resort in Watford, Hertfordshire, England, Dec. 4, 2019. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)
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            FILE - GM workers use human assistance automation to weld vehicle doors at the General Motors assembly plant during the COVID-19 pandemic in Oshawa, Ontario, March 19, 2021. (Nathan Denette/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            FILE - Pumpjacks draw out oil and gas from well heads as wildfire smoke hangs in the air near Calgary, Alberta, Sunday, May 12, 2024. (Jeff McIntosh/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            FILE - U.S. President Donald Trump, left, and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau talk prior to a NATO round table meeting at The Grove hotel and resort in Watford, Hertfordshire, England, Dec. 4, 2019. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)
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            FILE - GM workers use human assistance automation to weld vehicle doors at the General Motors assembly plant during the COVID-19 pandemic in Oshawa, Ontario, March 19, 2021. (Nathan Denette/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            FILE - Pumpjacks draw out oil and gas from well heads as wildfire smoke hangs in the air near Calgary, Alberta, Sunday, May 12, 2024. (Jeff McIntosh/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Canada is already examining possible retaliatory tariffs on certain items from the United States should President-elect Donald Trump follow through on his threat to impose sweeping tariffs on Canadian products, a senior official said Wednesday. 

Trump has threatened to impose tariffs on products from Canada and Mexico if the countries don't stop what he called the flow of drugs and migrants across southern and northern borders. He said he would impose a 25% tax on all products entering the U.S. from Canada and Mexico as one of his first executive orders.

But Trump posted Wednesday evening on Truth Social that he had a "wonderful conversation" with new Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum and she "agreed to stop Migration through Mexico."

"Mexico will stop people from going to our Southern Border, effective immediately. THIS WILL GO A LONG WAY TOWARD STOPPING THE ILLEGAL INVASION OF THE USA. Thank you!!!" Trump posted. 





    



It was unclear what impact the conversation will have on Trump's plan to impose tariffs. 

In Canada, a government official said Canada is preparing for every eventuality and has started thinking about what items to target with tariffs in retaliation. The official stressed no decision has been made. The person spoke on condition of anonymity as they were not authorized to speak publicly. 

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    



When Trump imposed higher tariffs during his first term in office, other countries responded with retaliatory tariffs of their own. Canada, for instance, announced billions of new duties in 2018 against the U.S. in a tit-for-tat response to new taxes on Canadian steel and aluminum.

Many of the U.S. products were chosen for their political rather than economic impact. For example, Canada imports $3 million worth of yogurt from the U.S. annually and most comes from one plant in Wisconsin, home state of then-House Speaker Paul Ryan. That product was hit with a 10% duty. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Another product on the list was whiskey, which comes from Tennessee and Kentucky, the latter of which is the home state of then-Republican Senate leader Mitch McConnell.

    



Trump made the threat Monday while railing against an influx of illegal migrants, even though the numbers at Canadian border pale in comparison to the southern border.

The U.S. Border Patrol made 56,530 arrests at the Mexican border in October alone -- and 23,721 arrests at the Canadian one between October 2023 and September 2024. 

Canadian officials say lumping Canada in with Mexico is unfair but say they are ready to make new investments in border security and work with the Trump administration to lower the numbers from Canada. The Canadians are also worried about a influx north of migrants if Trump follows through with his plan for mass deportations. 

Trump also railed about fentanyl from Mexico and Canada, even though seizures from the Canadian border pale in comparison to the Mexican border. U.S. customs agents seized 43 pounds of fentanyl at the Canadian border last fiscal year, compared with 21,100 pounds at the Mexican border. 

    



Canadian officials argue their country is not the problem and that tariffs will have severe implications for both countries. 

Canada is the top export destination for 36 U.S. states. Nearly $3.6 billion Canadian (US$2.7 billion) worth of goods and services cross the border each day. About 60% of U.S. crude oil imports are from Canada, and 85% of U.S. electricity imports are from Canada. Canada is also the largest foreign supplier of steel, aluminum and uranium to the U.S. and has 34 critical minerals and metals that the Pentagon is eager for and investing in for national security.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau held a emergency virtual meeting on Wednesday with the leaders of Canada's provinces. He stressed they need to present a united front. 

"I don't want to minimize for a moment the gravity of the challenge we now face," Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland said. "Now is really a moment for us not to squabble amongst ourselves."

The provincial premiers want Trudeau to negotiate a bilateral trade deal with the United States that excludes Mexico.


Sheinbaum, Mexico's president, said earlier Wednesday that her administration is already working up a list of possible retaliatory tariffs "if the situation comes to that."

She later said she talked to Trump and had "an excellent conversation." 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/canada-trump-tariffs-trudeau-c741393c2f7c7545e9714839cfbbda45
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                    FILE - Police escort former police colonel Maximiliano Davila, center, as he was presented to the media at a Bolivian Police Command office in La Paz, Bolivia, Jan. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Juan Karita, File)
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                                        LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) -- Bolivia's highest court on Wednesday approved the extradition to the United States of a former anti-narcotics chief on charges of conspiring to smuggle cocaine into the U.S., a rare ruling against a top security official in the Andean nation whose relations with Washington have been strained for decades.
The decision, which cannot be appealed, caps the rapid downfall of Maximiliano Davila, 59, Bolivia's top drug cop in 2019 under former leftist President Evo Morales, the first Indigenous president of Bolivia who became a global anti-imperialist icon for kicking out the U.S. ambassador and Drug Enforcement Administration in 2008.
A former police colonel, Davila was indicted in 2022 in New York on federal charges of conspiring to import cocaine to the U.S. and possessing machine guns. The indictment accused Davila of leveraging his position to provide top-level protection to cargo planes transporting cocaine through third countries for distribution in the U.S. 

    


The Justice and State Departments also offered a reward of up to $5 million for information leading to his conviction. Davila official has denied the charges.




Bolivia's Supreme Court of Justice announced it was granting a formal U.S. request for Davila to be extradited on drug conspiracy charges. The U.S. State Department and Department of Justice did not publicly comment on the announcement. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"After reviewing the documentation and the corresponding evidence, it has been determined to proceed immediately with Davila's extradition," said Marco Jaimes, the court's president.
Inside Bolivia, Davila is facing money laundering charges. Bolivian authorities arrested him in 2022 as he was allegedly fleeing to Argentina, hauling him to jail in the capital of La Paz where he now remains. 
Davila led the anti-narcotics agency in Bolivia for the final nine months of Morales' 14-year presidency, which ended abruptly in November 2019. The powerful former coca farmer resigned as street protests erupted after the announcement that he had won re-election to an unprecedented fourth term. 

    


The interim government of Jeanine Anez, which took power following Morales' ouster, sacked Davila. 
But he returned in 2020 under the government of President Luis Arce, Morales' former economy minister. Davila served for a year as police commander in Bolivia's central region of Cochabamba, a key hub of the country's coca-leaf production.
An extradition treaty between Bolivia and the U.S. has been in force since 1995, despite decades of uneasy relations marked by America's "war on drugs" and Morales' fierce opposition as a young union leader to U.S. forcible coca eradication policies. 
After Morales expelled the U.S. ambassador in 2008, the Bush administration did the same and nothing has changed since.
This is the second time in Bolivian history that authorities have approved the extradition to the U.S. of a senior security officer, said Saul Lara, an opposition lawmaker and ex-foreign minister.
The first was in 1995, when Col. Faustino Rico Toro, a former interior minister and anti-drug chief close to brutal Bolivian dictator Luis Garcia Meza, was handed over to U.S. authorities in Miami on cocaine trafficking charges. 

    


From Bolivia, lawyers for Davila vowed to challenge the extradition. 
"This is a serious violation of human rights," said defense attorney Manolo Rojas, promising that he would raise the case with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, an organ of the Organization of American States, of which the U.S. is a founding member.
Bolivia's court decision comes as a fierce rivalry escalates between current President Arce and former President Morales, tearing apart the ruling Movement Toward Socialism party ahead of 2025 elections. 
Although Morales insists he has nothing to do with Davila, Arce's supporters have sought to portray Wednesday's ruling against his former minister as a blow to the political career of the ex-president who seeks to run in the presidential elections next year despite a court ban.

"In the United States, the former anti-drug czar will surely be able to reveal who his accomplices are. Perhaps it is Evo," said Senator Virginia Velasco, referring to Morales without elaborating.
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            Namibia's vice president, Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, of the ruling South West Africa People's Organization, (SWAPO) waves as she casts her vote in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Esther Mbathera)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 24 | 
            Namibians queue to cast their votes in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibians inside a polling station votes in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in presidential elections in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibia's vice president, Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, of the ruling South West Africa People's Organization, (SWAPO) casts her vote in a presidential election, in Windhoek, Namibia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Esther Mbathera)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Members of the ruling South West Africa People's Organization, (SWAPO) attends an election rally in Windhoek, Namibia, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024 ahead of elections Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Esther Mbathera)
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            Elections poster of poles in Windhoek, Namibia, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024 ahead of elections Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Esther Mbathera)
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            Namibia's vice president Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, center, of the ruling South West Africa People's Organization, (SWAPO) attends an election rally in Windhoek, Namibia, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024, ahead of elections Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Esther Mbathera)
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            Namibia's vice president Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, centre, of the ruling South West Africa People's Organization, (SWAPO) attends an election rally in Windhoek, Namibia, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024 ahead of elections Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Esther Mbathera)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            A woman sits as Namibians queue to cast their votes in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibios esperan en fila para votar en la eleccion presidencial en Windhoek, Namibia, el 27 de noviembre de 2024. (AP Foto/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in a presidential election, in Windhoek, Namibia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Esther Mbathera)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in presidential elections in Windhoek, Namibia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in presidential elections in Windhoek, Namibia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in presidential elections in Windhoek, Namibia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in presidential elections in Windhoek, Namibia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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            Namibia's vice president, Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, of the ruling South West Africa People's Organization, (SWAPO) waves as she casts her vote in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Esther Mbathera)
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            Namibians queue to cast their votes in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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                                    Namibians queue to cast their votes in a presidential election in Windhoek, Namibia Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dirk Heinrich)
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                                        WINDHOEK, Namibia (AP) -- A woman who joined Namibia's underground independence movement in the 1970s is a strong contender to become its first female leader as the country voted Wednesday in a presidential election. 
Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, 72, is the current vice president and the ruling SWAPO party's candidate for president. She's already in the lead after special voting among citizens overseas and the armed forces.
But SWAPO, which has governed the southern African country and held the presidency for 34 years since independence from apartheid South Africa in 1990, faces growing frustration caused by high unemployment and economic hardship, especially among young people.
That is a common theme that has led to momentous election upsets in other countries in the region this year. Voters elsewhere in southern Africa have rejected parties that liberated their nations from colonial or white minority rule in favor of era-ending change to address new problems.

    


In neighboring South Africa, the African National Congress that ruled for three decades since the end of the racist system of apartheid lost its majority in a landmark election result in June. Botswana's ruling party lost in a landslide last month after 58 years in power since independence from Britain, and Mauritius delivered a surprising heavy defeat for its incumbent party this month.




Mozambique's long-ruling Frelimo party was declared the winner of an election in October, prompting claims of vote rigging and sparking ongoing violent protests against the party.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


About 1.4 million people -- approximately half the Namibian population -- are registered to vote to decide the president and the makeup of Parliament for a five-year term. The country on the southwestern coast of Africa is a former German colony that came under South African control after World War I and its Black majority was later subjected to some of South Africa's apartheid policies. SWAPO was at the forefront of the battle for independence. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
While Namibia's population is 85% Black, its colonial history is illustrated by large white and biracial communities, and English, German and South Africa's Afrikaans language are all spoken.

    


Nandi-Ndaitwah voted at an elementary school in the capital, Windhoek. She told reporters that one of her party's key focuses to fight poverty was attracting more foreign investment to a country with diamond and uranium resources, and untapped oil and gas off its coast that is being explored by international energy companies.
"There should be a balance to make sure that the Namibian people, who are the owners of these resources, benefit from them," she said.
Fourteen other candidates are also running for president, including Panduleni Itula, a former dentist who was SWAPO's closest challenger four years ago when he ran as an independent. He is representing the Independent Patriots for Change party this year. A runoff will be held if a candidate fails to win more than 50% of the votes, which has never happened before in Namibia.

    


Results from Wednesday's voting are expected by the weekend.
President Hage Geingob died in office in February and his vice president, Nangolo Mbumba, became head of state.
While Nandi-Ndaitwah represents the rare chance for a female leader in Africa, SWAPO's popularity has slipped and it won the presidency with its lowest share of the vote ever in the last national election in 2019.
Nandi-Ndaitwah, who received part of her education in the then-Soviet Union while in exile during the fight for independence, has promised to create more jobs and tackle the 20% unemployment rate for young people and graduates. She has pledged to spend approximately 85 billion Namibian dollars ($4.7 billion) over the next five years to create more than 500,000 jobs, a goal that her critics call unrealistic.
Opposition candidate McHenry Venaani, the leader of the second biggest party in Parliament, said Namibians should recognize it's time for change.
"Botswana has done it, South Africa has done it, Mauritius has done it. Namibia can also bring about change," he said. "People have no water, people have no houses, people have no electricity. For 34 years."

    


Issues affecting women, including reproductive rights, equal pay and health care, are also likely to rank high for voters in a country that has the Kalahari Desert running through its center and the Namib Desert along its coast and has one of the sparsest populations in the world. Just over 3 million people live in Namibia, which is more than twice the size of Germany.

Those deserts make it one of the driest countries in southern Africa that's vulnerable to climate shocks, like an El Nino-induced drought that parched the region this year. As a result, Namibian authorities announced they would kill hundreds of wild animals to provide food for hungry people.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/namibia-election-vote-woman-swapo-da175a3b3021bc19eb1db85d548a0fe0
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            Relatives of detainees release balloons during a vigil calling for the freedom of political prisoners near the headquarters of the National Intelligence Service (SEBIN) in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            A government supporter holds a poster of President Nicolas Maduro in the middle of a street in Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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                                        CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) -- The United States has imposed sanctions on an additional 21 allies of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, accusing them on Wednesday of perpetrating some of the repression with which officials in the country responded to July's disputed presidential election. 
The security and cabinet-level officials sanctioned by the Department of the Treasury include the head of the nation's corrections agency, the director of an intelligence service and the minister of Maduro's Office of the President. They joined a list of dozens of sanctioned Venezuelans that includes the head of the country's high court, ministers and prosecutors.
The Biden administration last week recognized opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez as Venezuela's president-elect. The U.S. also on Wednesday placed visa restrictions on additional individuals it accused of repressing Venezuelans after the July 28 election. 

    


While Maduro declared victory in the election, he and his government have refused to show vote tallies backing his claim.
Gonzalez left Venezuela in September for exile in Spain after a warrant was issued for his arrest in connection with an investigation into the publishing of vote tallies. The former diplomat, who represented the main opposition parties, claimed to have won the presidential election by a wide margin.




In September, the U.S. government imposed sanctions against 16 allies of Maduro, accusing them of obstructing the vote and carrying out human rights abuses. 
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The effect of the individual sanctions and visa restrictions announced Wednesday is unclear. Previously punished Maduro loyalists still hold powerful in Venezuela's government.

Venezuelan lawmakers on Tuesday continued the debate over a bill that would catalogue economic sanctions as a crime against humanity and allow the prosecution of anyone who expresses support for the measures.
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                    FILE - Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks, R-Iowa, speaks with local farmers on the set of the Barn Talk podcast on the Whisler family farm near Washington, Iowa, Nov. 1, 2024. (Nick Rohlman/The Gazette via AP FILE)
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                                        DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- Republican Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks won her reelection bid Wednesday after a recount confirmed her lead, helping her party pad its thin majority in the U.S. House and retain control of all four of Iowa's congressional seats.
Miller-Meeks said in a post on the social platform X that she was "deeply honored" after she defeated Democrat Christina Bohannan in a rematch of 2022, when Miller-Meeks won by 7 percentage points. The margin this year was much tighter -- Miller-Meeks' lead over Bohannan was less than a percentage point, or fewer than 1,000 votes.
"I am now looking forward to getting back to work in Washington to lower prices at the gas pump, grocery store and on prescription drugs, secure the border and help farmers," said Miller-Meeks, who represents the 1st District, which includes the eastern part of the state and a swath of south-central Iowa, including Johnson County, home to University of Iowa in Iowa City.

    


Miller-Meeks earned a first term in Congress representing Iowa's 2nd District when she defeated Democrat Rita Hart by just six votes in 2020.
The Associated Press called this year's race at 4:02 p.m. ET on Wednesday. Miller-Meeks had declared victory earlier, but the AP had not yet called the race because the margin was close enough that it could prompt a recount.




Bohannan's campaign on Nov. 14 requested a recount, as any candidate is allowed to do, saying in a statement that the recount will make certain "that every voter is heard." She congratulated Miller-Meeks in a message on X after the vote count was completed. 
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"Although this is not the result we wanted, I am so proud of our campaign," she wrote. "We exceeded all expectations and turned a district that many pundits thought was unwinnable into one of the very closest races in the country."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The request was made for a recount in each of the district's 20 counties. Because the margin was less than a percentage point, the state -- not the candidate -- pays for the costs associated with the recount.

    


Miller-Meeks' campaign accused Bohannan and other Democrats of being "election deniers," and Republicans have said Bohannan is wasting taxpayer dollars.
"This is a delaying tactic to thwart the will of the people," the Miller-Meeks campaign said in a Nov. 14 statement. "A recount won't meaningfully change the outcome of this race as the congresswoman's lead is mathematically impossible to overcome." 
Republican incumbents held onto Iowa's three other congressional seats, maintaining GOP control over the entirety of Iowa's congressional delegation. The sweep in 2022 represented the first time in three decades that Iowa had an all-Republican delegation, emblematic of the sharp rightward shift in the state not long after former President Barack Obama carried Iowa in 2008 and again in 2012.
Obama won with solid support from the eastern counties along the Mississippi River that have mostly backed Trump since and bolster Miller-Meeks' in her district as well.
Two competitive congressional races in Iowa this year -- the 1st and 3rd Districts -- brought millions of dollars in paid advertising to the state from national campaign arms for House Republican and Democrats.

    


Zach Nunn fought off the challenge from Democrat Lanon Baccam in the 3rd District, which includes much of the Des Moines metro area.

Republican incumbents Ashley Hinson in the 2nd District and Randy Feenstra in the 4th District won decisively. Hinson defeated Democrat Sarah Corkery. Feenstra defeated Democrat Ryan Melton.
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                    FILE - President Joe Biden speaks during a visit to the General Motors Factory ZERO electric vehicle assembly plant, Nov. 17, 2021, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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                                        As President Joe Biden's term comes to an end, social media users are falsely claiming that his administration spent billions of dollars on the construction of just a handful of electric vehicle charging stations. Multiple high-profile figures, including sitting members of Congress, have promoted the claims.
The claims misrepresent funding set aside by the 2021 Infrastructure and Jobs Act, also known as the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, for a national network of publicly available electric vehicle chargers. Biden has set a goal of creating 500,000 such chargers by 2030.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: The Biden administration spent $7.5 billion to build eight electric vehicle charging stations.
THE FACTS: That's incorrect. The $7.5 billion figure refers to the total amount allocated through the 2021 law to build a network of charging stations across the U.S., not the amount that has already been spent. There are currently 214 operational chargers in 12 states that have been funded through the law, with 24,800 projects underway across the country, according to the Federal Highway Administration.

    


A charger, often called a charging port, provides electric power to one vehicle at a time through a connector, which is plugged into the vehicle. Stations are physical locations that can have multiple chargers.




Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg called the claims spreading online "false" in a series of X posts.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"$7.5B has not been spent, nor anything like that," he wrote, adding that federally funded chargers are built by individual states, not the federal government, and that most will be built in the second half of the 2020s.
The total $7.5 billion in funding consists of $5 billion distributed through the National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Formula Program, or NEVI, and $2.5 billion distributed through the Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Discretionary Grant Program, or CFI.

    


NEVI funds, as determined by a formula, go annually to departments of transportation in all 50 states, plus Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia, from 2022 to 2026. The funds will be available until 2030. Each year, 10% of NEVI funding is set aside for states and local governments that require additional assistance.
CFI provides grants to states and other localities through an application process. It funds electric vehicle charging, as well as other alternative fueling infrastructure, with a focus on underserved and disadvantaged communities.
Rep. Michael Rulli, a Republican from Ohio, was among multiple high-profile figures who falsely claimed this week that the entire budget has already been spent.
"Pete Buttigieg will leave his post as Transportation Secretary having spend $7.5 BILLION to build 8 EV charging stations," he wrote in an X post that had received approximately 62,900 likes and shares as of Wednesday. "His legacy will be squandering billions on something nobody wants, while millions struggle to afford the things they need."
Rulli's office did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

    


By early this year, only four states -- Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania and Hawaii -- had opened stations funded by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, The Associated Press reported in March. A Washington Post article published the next day said this amounted to just seven stations.
Loren McDonald, an independent analyst tracking the electric vehicle charger buildout, told the AP that when assessing the progress that's been made it's important to understand that some states have extensive experience constructing electric vehicle charging infrastructure while others have little to none. He explained that Wisconsin, for example, had to pass a new law in order to comply with federal requirements.
"This is a federal program, but at the end of the day, it's completely dependent on the states," he said. "And so the real criticism probably needs to be directed at the states that are moving slowly or how the program was structure. But I don't know how else you would have done it."

    


Asked whether the federal government could do anything to help states move faster, McDonald suggested that it could have provided them with more guidance on how to manage their individual buildouts.
All 50 states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia have access to two rounds of NEVI funding totaling nearly $2.4 billion, according to the Federal Highway Administration. As of Friday, 37 states have access to their third round of funding, for an additional $586 million total. The agency explained, however, that this does not represent money that has already been spent -- just the money that is available to fund projects.
The Federal Highway Administration has announced more than $1.3 billion in awards through CFI and funds set aside by NEVI with $779 million in grants currently available under both programs. This also represents money that is available for projects rather than money that has been spent.


    


There are currently more than 203,000 publicly available charging ports across the U.S., with nearly 1,000 being turned on every week, according to the agency. This is more than double the number available in 2021. In addition to NEVI and CFI, funding sources include federal tax incentives and private investments.
__
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                    FILE - The Fox News studios and headquarters in New York City, March 21, 2023. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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                                        CROTON, N.Y. (AP) -- A federal judge on Wednesday threw out a defamation lawsuit against Fox News by a former Donald Trump supporter who said he received death threats when the network aired false conspiracy theories about his involvement in the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol insurrection.
Raymond Epps, a former Marine, was falsely accused by Fox of being a government agent causing trouble near the Capitol that day so that it would be blamed on Trump fans.
U.S. District Judge Jennifer L. Hall in Delaware granted, without comment, Fox's motion to dismiss the case.
Epps was the subject of a "60 Minutes" interview in 2023, shortly before filing his lawsuit. He claimed that he and his wife sold an Arizona ranch where they lived and moved because of the harassment they faced because of the reports.
Epps had named Tucker Carlson, who was fired from Fox in April 2023 for reasons never fully explained, as being the most active promoter of the conspiracy theory. At the time, Carlson hosted Fox's most popular show.

    


In a statement, Fox News on Wednesday cited two other defamation lawsuits against the company that were also recently dismissed. They involved former Biden administration disinformation expert Nina Jankowicz and Tony Bobulinski, one of Hunter Biden's former business partners.

"Following the dismissals of the Jankowicz, Bobulinski and now Epps cases, Fox News is pleased with these back-to-back decisions from federal courts preserving the press freedoms of the First Amendment," the network said.
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                    FILE - Sen. Bob Menendez, D-N.J., enters the federal court in New York, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Bob Menendez asked a judge Wednesday to set aside guilty verdicts that forced his resignation from the U.S. Senate and grant a new bribery trial.
Lawyers for the New Jersey Democrat said in papers filed in Manhattan federal court that a recent revelation by prosecutors that improper evidence was put on a computer used by jurors during deliberations means that a new trial is "unavoidable."
The 70-year-old Menendez was convicted in July of 16 charges, including bribery, in part based on an allegation that he accepted bribes in exchange for approving military aid to Egypt.
He awaits a Jan. 29 sentencing. Menendez resigned from the Senate in August.
At trial, prosecutors said Menendez accepted gold and cash from three New Jersey businessmen in return for favors.
Earlier this month, prosecutors revealed in a letter to Judge Sidney H. Stein that they had discovered that some factual information that the judge had ruled should be excluded from several trial exhibits was instead inadvertently loaded onto a computer used by jurors to reach their verdict.

    


In their letter, prosecutors said incorrect versions of nine government exhibits were missing some redactions ordered by Stein to ensure that the exhibits did not violate the Constitution's Speech or Debate Clause, which protects speech relating to information shared by legislators.




Prosecutors argued in their letter that no action was necessary in light of the error for several reasons, including that defense lawyers did not object after they inspected documents on that laptop before it was given to jurors.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
They also said there was a "reasonable likelihood" that no jurors saw the erroneously redacted versions of the exhibits and that the documents could not have prejudiced the defendants anyway because they were of "secondary relevance and cumulative with abundant properly admitted evidence." 

    


Lawyers for Menendez, though, said in their submission Wednesday that the exhibits contained the "only evidence in the record" tying Menendez to military aid to Egypt, "an otherwise-missing fact at the very center of the central charge against him."
"In light of this serious breach, a new trial is unavoidable, despite all the hard work and resources that went into the first one," they wrote. 
The lawyers criticized the government's attempt to shift blame for the error onto them by saying they viewed the laptop's contents and approved it.

"That is both factually and legally outrageous," they wrote. "The defense had only a few hours to review a laptop that contained nearly 3,000 exhibits; it had the right to expect that the government had not mislabeled non-introduced and constitutionally barred exhibits as admitted ones. If this were treated as a waiver, that would give parties the incentive to intentionally try to pull a fast one."
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                                        The Republican caucus in California's Legislature is growing more diverse as Latino and Asian American candidates apparently flipped three Democrat-held seats, including unseating an incumbent Democrat senator for the first time in a presidential election since 1980.
When new legislators are sworn in next week, Democrats will still control a supermajority in the Legislature. But the three flipped seats have Republicans hopeful that California's reputation as a liberal enclave state may be shifting. They point to Latino and Black voters helping send Donald Trump to the White House for a second term. 
"As Californians grow increasingly frustrated with the failures of Democrat leadership, they are shifting toward Republican solutions," Senate Republican Leader Brian Jones said in a statement. "Senate Republicans are not only growing in numbers but also diversity." 

    


The Republican caucus is on pace to have at least 50% nonwhite members for the first time, according to the CalMatters Digital Democracy database. As it stands, based on unofficial results, 13 of the 27 legislative Republicans are not white. The caucus could become more than half nonwhite, depending on the outcome of two pending special elections in solidly Republican districts. Two Asian American Republicans, Sen. Janet Nguyen and Assemblymember Vince Fong, won election for other offices earlier this month, leaving their seats vacant.




Jones' statement noted that six of the Senate's 10 Republicans are women and three of the women are Latino.
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Jones sent out his statement Monday, the same day Orange County Democrat Sen. Josh Newman conceded his seat to Republican Steven Choi, a Korean-American former Assemblymember. It was the first time since 1980 that Republicans ousted an incumbent Democratic senator in a presidential election.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The other two flipped seats were in the Assembly. In California's Latino-majority Imperial and Coachella valleys, Republican Jeff Gonzalez beat a Democrat to win in the 35th Assembly District where Democrats had a 14-point registration advantage and the population is 70% Latino. 

    


And in the state's closest legislative race, Republican Leticia Castillo had a 600-vote lead on Tuesday over Clarissa Cervantes for an Inland Empire seat vacated by Cervantes' sister, Sabrina Cervantes, a fellow Democrat who won a state Senate seat. The Associated Press has not officially called the race, but Castillo declared victory Tuesday night. If the results hold, it will be an impressive victory for Castillo. Thanks to her sister, Cervantes had substantially more name recognition than Castillo in her sister's former district. Cervantes also raised more than $1 million for her campaign compared to Castillo's $78,000.
Democratic leaders, however, say the results are hardly a groundswell or a referendum against their party, which continues to hold every statewide elected office along with the supermajority in the Legislature. They note that aside from Newman, none of the dozens of other Democratic incumbents up for reelection this year lost.

    


"In a challenging year for Democrats nationwide, our members fought and won some extremely competitive races," Democratic Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas said in a statement. "It is clear that Democrats have maintained our supermajority and the caucus has maintained its historic diversity and strength." California Democrats also appear to have flipped three Republican-held Congressional seats.
Experts such as election analyst Paul Mitchell said it's also worth keeping in mind that the party that lost nationally in a presidential election almost always surges back in the midterms. If that happens in 2026, he said Republicans could see the legislative gains they made this election vanish.

    


Will Republicans regain power in California? 
Nonetheless, experts say Democrats would be wise not to brush off Republican victories as anomalies, and they expect California's GOP to continue to make inroads with non white voters, even if Republicans have a long way to go to retake political power in California. "It's not like (the Legislature is) crossing over to being majority Republican, or even close to it," Mitchell said. "They're probably not going to do that in our lifetimes. But if you're a Latino Republican, and you can capture votes from Latino voters as a complement to a maybe diminishing Republican base ... then that's a powerful combo."
Part of the change is that Republican-dominated districts are becoming more diverse, reflecting California's population as a whole. Whites make up just 35% of California's 39 million residents. And there are other signs that a shift may be occurring.
Christian Grose, a political science professor at the University of Southern California, said surveys of non white voters in urban areas of California still show they are solidly Democratic. But in rural or suburban areas, he said there's been a shift toward the Republican Party from nonwhite voters, particularly men and people without college degrees, that could have a noticeable impact on future elections.

    


"In California, the winning strategy for a Republican in these districts would be to run candidates who are ethnically diverse and represent their communities," he said. "But the coalition for the Republicans is actually probably a white-voter majority in many of these districts like the Central Valley, plus some Latino voters."
Mike Madrid, a longtime Republican consultant with expertise in Latino politics, took it further. He has called the election a "five-alarm fire" for Democrats. He sees the election as a sign that the racial-identity politics that defined the previous generation's political affiliations are fading away. 
"The idea that race and ethnicity are cornerstones of our political beliefs will become an outmoded concept," Madrid said. "It was definitive for the past generation, and now it will be a relic of the past. ... The bigger issue here that the Democratic Party has to understand is there's a class problem, and that ... a multiracial, (multi)ethnic working class is emerging in the country."
For their part, legislative Republicans say California's voters - of all races - made a clear statement during the election that they were fed up with Democratic policies. They rejected progressive ballot initiatives to raise the minimum wage, allow cities to block rent increases and to prohibit unpaid inmate labor. And they resoundingly approved a ballot initiative to impose harsher sentences for crimes, despite Gov. Gavin Newsom and progressive leaders opposing it. 
But fresh off his victory in the Imperial and Coachella valleys, incoming Republican Assemblymember Gonzalez believes his victory mostly came down to the state's high costs. He said his district is close enough to the Arizona border that it's easy for voters to see that gas is cheaper on the other side of the state line. Voters, he said, are smart enough to realize that Democratic policies are what makes California more expensive.
"California has become unaffordable for not only the Latino, but the average person," Gonzalez said.
Assemblymember Kate Sanchez, a Republican from Rancho Santa Margarita, said the election proved that Latinos like her "feel unseen and unheard by the current majority in the state." She said it's no coincidence that Gov. Newsom has been touring majority Latino counties since the election, touting his economic policies.

"I think he sees the writing on the wall and he realizes, 'California, this is a new dawn,' " she said. "This is a new chapter in California history and California politics, and he's wanting to get in good graces. However, we've all had to deal with the fallout of his administration and the extreme policies, and so I don't think people are buying it."
___
This story was originally published by CalMatters and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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                    A man walks at Zaryadye park with the Spasskaya tower of the Kremlin and St. Basil's Cathedral in the background during a snowfall in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russia's Foreign Ministry said Wednesday it has revoked the accreditation of two employees with the German ARD broadcaster and ordered them to leave the country in what it described as a retaliation to German authorities' move targeting two journalists from Russia's state TV.
Maria Zakharova, a spokesperson for the ministry, told a briefing in Moscow that it may issue accreditation to other ARD employees if German authorities allow journalists from Russia's Channel One to work in Berlin.
German foreign ministry spokesperson Christian Wagner denied the federal government had shut Channel One's office, as the Russian broadcaster has claimed.
"The federal government has not closed the office of this broadcaster," Wagner told a news conference. "Russian journalists can report freely and unhindered in Germany."
"I can only surmise that this has to do with questions of residence status," said Wagner, adding that such issues are not dealt with by German federal authorities and state authorities make their decisions independently.

    


Berlin's state immigration office said that on Nov. 22 it refused residence permits for the head of Channel One's bureau and for a cameraman with the channel. It said the decision could be appealed.




Channel One has been under European Union sanctions since December 2022 as tensions soared between Moscow and the West over Russia's military action in Ukraine. The EU sanctions prevent the channel from broadcasting in Europe but do not affect the presence of staff who work for it in Berlin.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The move followed decisions to refuse German residency for a Brazilian citizen working for Ruptly, a Russian state-owned video news agency, and for the head of the Rossiya Segodnya news agency's local office and his wife.
Germany's Foreign Ministry denounced the expulsion of the ARD employees as "unacceptable" and the reasoning for it "wrong," saying on social platform X that local authorities had made decisions on residence status that could be appealed, and "that is the difference between a legal process and Russian arbitrariness."

    


WDR, the regional ARD branch that is responsible for the public broadcaster's reporting from Russia, confirmed that correspondent Frank Aischmann and a technical employee had their accreditation revoked.

"This is a drastic step," WDR program director Jorg Schonenborn said in a statement. "With this, our ability to report from Moscow is again being limited. For nearly three years, we have been dealing with intimidation and restrictions to our reporting from Moscow."
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- France said Wednesday that it intends to continue to work in close collaboration with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu despite an arrest warrant issued for him by the world's top war crimes court.
The International Criminal Court issued warrants last week for Netanyahu, his former defense minister and Hamas' military chief, accusing them of crimes against humanity in connection with the 13-month war in Gaza. Since then, French officials have replied vaguely to questions about whether France would arrest Netanyahu should he visit the country.
Prime Minister Michel Barnier told parliament this week that France would "rigorously" respect its obligations under international law, a position echoed again by France's foreign minister in a broadcast interview Wednesday morning.
But in a subsequent written statement, the French Foreign Ministry argued that Netanyahu and others affected benefit from immunity because Israel is not a member of the court. The ministry said this would be "taken into consideration if the ICC was to ask us for their arrest and handing over."

    


Its statement cited "the historic friendship that links France and Israel" and described them as "two democracies committed to the rule of law and respect for professional and independent justice."




"France intends to continue to work in close collaboration with Prime Minister Netanyahu and other Israeli authorities to achieve peace and security for all in the Middle East," it said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Amnesty International criticized France's position as "deeply problematic" and urged it to state that anyone subject to an ICC warrant "will be arrested and surrendered to the Court if they find themselves in France's jurisdiction."

"A cornerstone principle of the ICC Statute is that no one is above the law, including heads of state sought for arrest," the rights group's France branch said.
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                    FILE - President-elect Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with the House GOP conference, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (Allison Robbert/Pool via AP, File)
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                                        President-elect Donald Trump has chosen health economist Dr. Jay Bhattacharya, a critic of pandemic lockdowns and vaccine mandates, to lead the National Institutes of Health, the nation's leading medical research agency.
Trump, in a statement Tuesday evening, said Bhattacharya, a 56-year-old physician and professor at Stanford University School of Medicine, will work in cooperation with Robert F. Kennedy Jr., his pick to lead the Department of Health and Human Services, "to direct the Nation's Medical Research, and to make important discoveries that will improve Health, and save lives."
"Together, Jay and RFK Jr. will restore the NIH to a Gold Standard of Medical Research as they examine the underlying causes of, and solutions to, America's biggest Health challenges, including our Crisis of Chronic Illness and Disease," he wrote.
The decision to choose Bhattacharya for the post is yet another reminder of the ongoing impact of the COVID pandemic on the politics on public health.

    


Bhattacharya was one of three authors of the Great Barrington Declaration, an October 2020 open letter maintaining that lockdowns were causing irreparable harm.


The document -- which came before the availability of COVID-19 vaccines and during the first Trump administration -- promoted "herd immunity," the idea that people at low risk should live normally while building up immunity to COVID-19 through infection. Protection should focus instead on people at higher risk, the document said.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


"I think the lockdowns were the single biggest public health mistake," Bhattacharya said in March 2021 during a panel discussion convened by Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Great Barrington Declaration was embraced by some in the first Trump administration, even as it was widely denounced by disease experts. Then- NIH director Dr. Francis Collins called it dangerous and "not mainstream science."

    


His nomination would need to be approved by the Senate.
Trump on Tuesday also announced that Jim O'Neill, a former HHS official and Silicon Valley investor, will serve as deputy secretary of the sprawling agency. Trump said O'Neill "will oversee all operations and improve Management, Transparency, and Accountability to, Make America Healthy Again," the president-elect announced.
O'Neill is a longtime associate of billionaire entrepreneur Peter Thiel, one of Trump's leading backers from the tech industry. Thiel and O'Neill co-founded Mithril Capital Management, a venture fund that invests in medical technology and other startup companies. O'Neill previously served in HHS under George W. Bush and was considered to head the Food and Drug Administration during Trump's first term. He has expressed disdain for federal regulation, including FDA's approach to regulating emerging drugs and other technologies.
O'Neill also worked on some of Thiel's signature projects, often reflecting his libertarian philosophy.
He served on the board of a Thiel-funded nonprofit that aimed to develop man-made islands that would float outside U.S. territory, allowing them to experiment with new forms of government. He also helped form and run the Thiel Fellowship, which awards $100,000 to young entrepreneurs who want to leave school to pursue a business or scientific venture.

    


O'Neill is the only one of Trump's health picks so far who brings previous experience working inside the HHS bureaucracy. Trump's previous choices to lead public health agencies -- including Kennedy, Dr. Mehmet Oz for Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services administrator and Dr. Marty Makary for FDA commissioner -- have all been Washington outsiders who are vowing to shake up the agencies.
Bhattacharya, who faced restrictions on social media platforms because of his views, was also a plaintiff in Murthy v. Missouri, a Supreme Court case contending that federal officials improperly suppressed conservative views on social media as part of their efforts to combat misinformation. The Supreme Court sided with the Biden administration in that case.
After Elon Musk acquired Twitter in 2022, he invited Bhattacharya to the company's headquarters to learn more about how his views had been restricted on the platform, which Musk renamed X. More recently, Bhattacharya has posted on X about scientists leaving the site and joining the alternative site Bluesky, mocking Bluesky as "their own little echo chamber."

    


Bhattacharya has argued that vaccine mandates that barred unvaccinated people from activities and workplaces undermined Americans' trust in the public health system. 
He is a former research fellow at the Hoover Institution and an economist at the RAND Corporation.
The National Institutes of Health falls under HHS, which Trump has nominated Kennedy to oversee. The NIH's $48 billion budget funds medical research on vaccines, cancer and other diseases through competitive grants to researchers at institutions across the nation. The agency also conducts its own research with thousands of scientists working at NIH labs in Bethesda, Maryland.

Among advances that were supported by NIH money are a medication for opioid addiction, a vaccine to prevent cervical cancer, many new cancer drugs and the speedy development of mRNA COVID-19 vaccines. 

    


___
Associated Press writers Jill Colvin, Amanda Seitz and Matthew Perrone contributed to this report.
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                    FILE - Cattle walk along an illegally deforested area in an extractive reserve near Jaci-Parana, Rondonia state, Brazil, July 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)
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                                        BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) -- Several states in Brazil are trying to rid themselves of rainforest protections, bowing to pressure from cattle ranchers and soybean growers to cut down trees and expand agriculture.
Their efforts run counter to those of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who returned to power last year and has made significant strides in curbing Amazon deforestation. They also threaten Brazil's commitment to halt deforestation by 2030. Loss of forest is the country's largest source of carbon emissions. 
"We are detecting a well-coordinated wave of setbacks. The efforts to reduce deforestation remain highly fragile in some regions," said Alice Thuault, executive director of Instituto Centro de Vida, an environmental nonprofit based in Mato Grosso state. A coalition of organizations that keeps watch on supply chains, the Accountability Framework initiative (AFi), also referred to the trend as "a major setback."

    


Brazil's nine Amazonian states are crucial for preserving forest. Together, they manage almost 220,000 square miles (564,000 square kilometers) of conservation lands and 12,600 square miles (32,600 square kilometers) of public forests that have no protective designation, a total area roughly the size of Ukraine. 




In Acre state, a law approved unanimously in August allows the privatization of almost 347 square miles (900 square kilometers) of protected forest, an area approximately the size of New York City. The stated goal is to legalize the status of people who have illegally moved into five forested conservation units. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The state and its leading farmers  organizations are finding common cause with Brazil s communist party and state lawmaker Edvaldo Magalhaes. In a speech in August, he said the new environmental legislation, which also lowers penalties for illegal deforestation, will benefit 40,000 small farmers. He said it will increase protected forest area, although he has not said how. Magalhaes didn't return requests for an interview.

    


Acre's new legislation has garnered strong support from agribusiness organizations, which have long advocated for loosening rainforest protections. "The more forest, the more poverty," said Assuero Veronez, president of the Federation of Agriculture and Livestock of Acre, during a speech in the state parliament in April 2023. 
Veronez, a cattle rancher who migrated from Brazil's Southeast to Acre, argues that forests don't generate income and they occupy land that could be used for agriculture. "That hectare of forest -- there is soil underneath it. If we cannot remove the forest, we cannot produce," he said.
Veronez did not respond to requests for comment from the Associated Press.
Passage of the legislation prompted Acre Environment Secretary Julie Messias to resign. "The new legislation poses serious risks and may not be constitutional," Messias said. It's crucial for people to get legal status, but that has to be done consistent with Brazil's laws on forest conservation, she said. Acre Governor Gladson Cameli signed the law, but delayed its implementation until January 1 to evaluate whether it is legally binding. 

    


The prospect that the protected areas in Acre could be privatized led to a surge in deforestation, according to a satellite image analysis requested by the AP from the nonprofit Amazon Institute of People and the Environment. From August to October, illegal deforestation in four protected areas surged more than threefold over the year before, to roughly the area of six Central Parks.
The damage was much worse in neighboring Rondonia state, where the Assembly and local government are in court seeking to annul 11 conservation units and reduce two others. In two of them alone, Guajara-Mirim and Soldado da Borracha, fires that were deliberately set destroyed a combined area of 668 square miles (1,730 square kilometers), an area slightly larger than Greater London, according to MapBiomas, a network of non-governmental organizations that monitors land use.
Rondonia state prosecutor Pablo Viscardi said the fires are the work of people who want to gain legal title to the land. They "use forest fires to 'consolidate' the land-grabbing and/or prevent the regeneration of areas they were expelled from," he told the AP. 

    


In Rondonia and also in neighboring Mato Grosso, authorities have also ended an important piece of environmental legislation. In the historic Soy Moratorium of 2006, traders and oil producers agreed not to buy soy beans grown on recently deforested land. Environmental groups including Greenpeace and U.S. commodity giant companies Cargill, Bunge and ADM were parties. Now the laws in Mato Grosso, Brazil's largest soybean and beef-producing state, and Rondonia, force traders and oil producers to exit the agreement.
Another Amazonian state, Para, is pushing a similar initiative. According to Directa, a law consulting company, the bill closely resembles the ones in Mato Grosso and Rondonia, suggesting a coordinated effort to undermine the soy moratorium.

    


Critics of the moratorium, which include Brazil s top soy producer associations, argue that the agreement is illegal because it goes beyond Brazil s anti-deforestation laws. In a statement, the government of Mato Grosso said it ceased incentives under the soy moratorium because the state already enforces "the world's strictest environmental regulations" and companies that violate national laws will face penalties, just as they would in other countries.
Brazil is the world's fifth-largest emitter of greenhouse gases, with almost 3% of global emissions, according to Climate Watch, an online platform managed by World Resources Institute. Almost half of Brazil's carbon emissions come from deforestation. The Amazon is a vital climate regulator, contains the most biodiverse forest in the world plus one-fifth of the world s freshwater. 
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            Irish election posters hang from lampposts in Dublin City centre, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            An election poster from Gerry "the Monk" Hutch is seen in central Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            Irish election posters hang from lamp posts in Dublin City centre, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            Irish election posters hang from lampposts in Dublin City centre, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            An election poster from Gerry "the Monk" Hutch is seen in central Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            Micheal Martin, Tanaiste of Ireland and leader of Fianna Fail speaks to the media during a visit to St Seton's Secondary School in Ballyfermot, Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            Micheal Martin, center, Tanaiste of Ireland and leader of Fianna Fail meets pupils at St Seton's Secondary School in Ballyfermot, Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            Sinn Fein leader Mary Lou McDonald, center, visits Liberty Recycling in Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            Sinn Fein leader Mary Lou McDonald, left, meets workers during a visit to Liberty Recycling in Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            Construction work on building new houses in Clonburris, South Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            Construction work on building new houses in Clonburris, South Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            12 of 16 | 
            Tanaiste, Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Minister for Defence, Micheal Martin, from left, and Sinn Fein President Mary Lou McDonald and Taoiseach and Fine Gael leader Simon Harris speak during the final TV leaders' debate, at RTE studios in Donnybrook, Dublin, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of the General Election on Nov. 29. (Niall Carson/PA via AP)
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            Tanaiste and Fianna Fail Leader Micheal Martin speaks to the media during a press event at the Radisson Blu Royal Hotel, on Golden Lane, Dublin, Wednesday Nov. 27, 2024, ahead of the General Election on November 29. (Brian Lawless/PA via AP)
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            Taoiseach and Fine Gael leader Simon Harris and Helen McEntee, left, during a rally at Trim Castle Hotel in Trim, Co Meath, Ireland, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Brian Lawless/PA via AP)
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            Taoiseach and Fine Gael leader Simon Harris center, during a rally at Trim Castle Hotel in Trim, Co Meath, Ireland, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Brian Lawless/PA via AP)
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            Sinn Fein leader Mary Lou McDonald poses for a photo while canvassing in Naas, Co. Kildare, Ireland, Wednesday November 27, 2024 ahead of the General Election. (Niall Carson/PA via AP)
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            Irish election posters hang from lampposts in Dublin City centre, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            An election poster from Gerry "the Monk" Hutch is seen in central Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            Irish election posters hang from lamp posts in Dublin City centre, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            An election poster from Gerry "the Monk" Hutch is seen in central Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 16

                                    
                                    An election poster from Gerry "the Monk" Hutch is seen in central Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 16 | 
            Micheal Martin, Tanaiste of Ireland and leader of Fianna Fail speaks to the media during a visit to St Seton's Secondary School in Ballyfermot, Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 16

                                    
                                    Sinn Fein leader Mary Lou McDonald, left, meets workers during a visit to Liberty Recycling in Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 16 | 
            Construction work on building new houses in Clonburris, South Dublin, Ireland, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, ahead of Ireland's election on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            Taoiseach and Fine Gael leader Simon Harris and Helen McEntee, left, during a rally at Trim Castle Hotel in Trim, Co Meath, Ireland, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Brian Lawless/PA via AP)
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            Taoiseach and Fine Gael leader Simon Harris center, during a rally at Trim Castle Hotel in Trim, Co Meath, Ireland, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (Brian Lawless/PA via AP)
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            Sinn Fein leader Mary Lou McDonald poses for a photo while canvassing in Naas, Co. Kildare, Ireland, Wednesday November 27, 2024 ahead of the General Election. (Niall Carson/PA via AP)
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                                        DUBLIN (AP) -- From his poster, there's not much to distinguish Gerry Hutch from the slew of other independent candidates hoping discontented voters will propel them into Ireland's parliament in an election on Friday.
"We need change, and I'm your man," it says. On the streets of Dublin, some voters agree -- despite the candidate's unusual background.
Prosecutors say Gerry "the Monk" Hutch heads an international crime group involved in robbery and drug smuggling. He was acquitted last year of murdering a gangland rival. This month he was bailed in Spain's Canary Islands on money-laundering charges and allowed to return to Ireland to run for election.
"I'd love if he got in," said Derek Richardson, an unemployed Dubliner unimpressed by the big-party politicians. "There's plenty of other gangsters out there in suits."
Around the world in this record-breaking election year, voters have decided that something in their country is broken, and punished incumbent governments.

    


That sentiment also ripples through the campaign in Ireland, where rival center-right parties Fine Gael and Fianna Fail took turns running the country for a century before forming a coalition administration in 2020. If some voters are turning on them, the anti-politician mood also is hitting left-of-center opposition party Sinn Fein, which not long ago appeared destined for power.




With voters set to fill all 174 seats in the Dail, the lower house of parliament, opinion polls suggest voters' support is split into five roughly even chunks -- for Fine Gael, Fianna Fail, Sinn Fein, several smaller parties and an assortment of independents running the gamut from left-leaning to far right.

    
    What to know about Trump's second term:

	Staffing the administration: Here are the people Trump has picked for key positions so far. Plus, a look at recess appointments and how could Trump use them to fill his Cabinet.

Follow all of our coverage as Donald Trump assembles his second administration.


    


Restaurant worker Anne-Marie Kerry saw the appeal of independents -- even Hutch, the alleged gangster.
"They're all criminals anyway," she said.

    


Housing crisis
The issue that comes up most on the campaign trail is housing.
Apartments and houses are expensive -- prices rose by 10% in the year to August -- and there are not enough to go around. A housing commission set up by the government says Ireland has a "deficit" of up to 256,000 homes. Rents have soared, and many young teachers, nurses and other key workers can't afford a place of their own.
Eoin O'Malley, associate professor of political science at Dublin City University, said the cost of living squeeze means people in their 20s are "talking about emigration, even though there are plenty of jobs in Ireland."
"People are feeling that they can't settle down so they are going abroad to get their career going," he said. "So there's a fear among middle-class parents that 'My children will never come back again.'"
It's not just the young who are feeling the pinch. Carole York is 73 and has fought a five-year battle to avoid eviction from the rural home near Waterford, 100 miles (160 kilometers) south of Dublin, that she has turned into a sanctuary for rescued ponies. She says the landlord encouraged her and promised a long-term let, but then decided he wanted her out so he could sell the valuable property.

    


"There are many, many elderly people who are in a similar position to me, who are just being turfed out because of the way prices of property are just going through the roof in this country," she said.
York says she "never had the slightest interest in politics until this election." Now, she'll be voting for a party that promises to stand up for renters, such as Sinn Fein or the smaller Labour Party.
Immigration challenges
Immigration has risen on the political agenda as new arrivals transform a country long defined by emigration. About 20% of Ireland's population was born outside Ireland, and 120,000 foreigners moved to Ireland in the year to April, the biggest number since 2007.
Recent arrivals include more than 100,000 Ukrainians and thousands of people fleeing poverty and conflict in the Middle East and Africa. This country of 5.4 million has struggled to house all the asylum-seekers, leading to tent camps and makeshift accommodation centers that have attracted tension and protests.
A stabbing attack on children outside a Dublin school a year ago, in which an Algerian man has been charged, sparked the worst rioting Ireland had seen in decades.

    


Unlike many European countries, Ireland does not have a significant far-right party, but anti-immigrant independent candidates are hoping for election in several districts. Others take a more measured view, including Hutch, who says he supports immigration, but that migrants should work and not "sponge off" the state.
"The country's overloaded with refugees, and it's not right," said Caroline Alwright, who sells fruit and vegetables in Dublin's Moore Street outdoor market. "I'm not racist, by no means, but we have to look after ourselves, because no one is looking after us."
She says she's voting for an independent candidate, and "I'll never be Fine Gael or Fianna Fail again."

    


Coalition likely
The main political parties are trying to defuse the discontent, touting plans to get a grip on immigration and build many more houses.
Ireland's government has one advantage over many others: money, in part from 13 billion euros ($13.6 billion) in back taxes that the European Union ordered Apple to pay Ireland. The government initially opposed that payment, because low taxes are one of the key sweeteners Ireland has used to attract investment from major foreign companies.
The threat posed by tariff-loving U.S. President-elect Donald Trump to Ireland's economic model has not come up much on the campaign trail, though Prime Minister Simon Harris has said his Fine Gael party "is setting aside a very significant amount into future funds to protect our country from any economic shock."
Harris is hoping to remain as prime minister, or taoiseach, but his campaign has been weakened by gaffes. His brusque treatment of a disabled care worker he met last week became the kind of viral political moment that politicians dread.
Fianna Fail, led by Deputy Prime Minister Micheal Martin, has the edge in most polls, and the leader looks relaxed on the campaign trail. Encountering handshakes and selfie requests in the shops of Dublin's affluent Clontarf area, he acknowledged that "there is a need for new policies" -- but not new governing parties.
Martin said "this government has weathered some very significant shocks to the economy," including the COVID-19 pandemic and the war in Ukraine.
"But we managed to bring the Irish economy back," he told The Associated Press. "Why go back to the starting point again?"
Sinn Fein, which aims to reunite the Republic of Ireland and the U.K. territory of Northern Ireland, topped the popular vote at the last election in 2020 but was shut out of government because neither Fianna Fail nor Fine Gael would work with it, citing its leftist policies and historic links to the Irish Republican Army.

In recent months its poll ratings have plunged, due in part to a disconnect with its working-class voters over immigration. Party officials say Sinn Fein has gained momentum during the three-week election campaign, but its path to power remains limited by a lack of coalition partners.
Analysts say the most likely election outcome is another Fine Gael-Fianna Fail coalition.
Sinn Fein leader Mary Lou McDonald insisted the party could win, and implored voters considering independent candidates to think again.
"Do you want a change in government?" she said while campaigning in Dublin. ''If that is what you desire, then Sinn Fein is the party to vote for.
"I want to reassure people that it can happen. I'd go further than that and say, it's in your hands. It can't happen without you."
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                    FILE - Sali Berisha, the leader of the Albanian opposition center-right Democratic Party, speaks in Tirana, Albania, on Dec. 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Franc Zhurda, File)
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                                        TIRANA, Albania (AP) -- An Albanian court on Wednesday released from house arrest former Prime Minister Sali Berisha,  who leads the opposition Democratic Party and is charged with corruption.
The Special Court for Corruption and Organized Crime, which covers cases involving senior officials and politicians, revoked its order for Berisha's house arrest, issued almost a year ago, without giving any reason.
Berisha's parliamentary immunity was removed in December 2023 and he was placed under house arrest after he violated an earlier order to report to the court every two weeks. He was also barred from traveling abroad, but that order was struck down last week by the Constitutional Court.
Berisha, 80, hailed hundreds of supporters waiting for him at the Democratic Party's headquarters shouting his name.
"Today we are nearer than ever to our triumph, the Democratic Party's return to power," he told the crowd, repeating the party's call to the governing Socialists to create a technocratic caretaker cabinet to take the country to free elections.

    


During his period of house arrest, Berisha stayed in his apartment in downtown Tirana. Though he was banned from communicating with other people than his family and lawyers, every evening he gave speeches to small groups of supporters gathered outside his building.




Depriving Berisha of communication and physical presence to lead his party was a daily issue in Albania's politics because he's the leader of the main opposition party. A parliamentary election will take place next spring. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In October 2023, prosecutors put him under investigation for allegedly abusing his post to help his son-in-law, Jamarber Malltezi, privatize public land to build 17 apartment buildings in the capital, Tirana.
In September this year Berisha was formally charged with corruption in connection with a property deal. He has denied the charges, describing them as political repression ordered by Prime Minister Edi Rama of the governing left-wing Socialist Party. 

    


Berisha was prime minister from 2005-2013 and served as president from 1992-1997. He was re-elected as a lawmaker for the Democratic Party in the 2021 parliamentary elections.
The United States government in May 2021 and the United Kingdom in July 2022 barred Berisha and close family members from entering their countries because of his alleged involvement in corruption.
Members of the Democratic Party and their supporters in an opposition coalition have been holding protests over the arrests of their leader Berisha and former President Ilir Meta in separate corruption cases, saying the charges are politically motivated.
The opposition accuses the government of corruption and wants it to be replaced by a technocratic caretaker Cabinet before the 2025 parliamentary election.
The United States and the European Union have urged the opposition to resume dialogue with the government, saying violence won't help the country integrate into the 27-nation European Union.

In October, Tirana started discussions with the bloc on aligning with the EU on the rule of law, the functioning of democratic institutions and the fight against corruption. Albania aims to join the bloc by 2030, according to Rama.
___
Follow Llazar Semini at https://x.com/lsemini
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                    The Young children from left, Gianna, Isaac, and Lucas, attend the Ohio March for Life, with their mom Erin Young, right, at the Ohio Statehouse in Columbus, Ohio, Friday, Oct. 6, 2023. All three children are adopted. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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                                        SUNBURY, Ohio (AP) -- For the Young family in rural Sunbury, Ohio, activism begins at home.
The conservative Catholic family chooses to live their anti-abortion beliefs through adoption, foster-parenting and raising their children to believe in the sanctity of life. They're also committed to teaching their children about political candidates they see as aligned with their beliefs.
The night before this year's presidential election, Erin and Mike Young gathered their children, Lucas, 8, Gianna, 7, and Isaac, 5, around a bonfire near their farmhouse to pray for Donald Trump as "the pro-life candidate."
A small group from the church they attend joined them for the "Patriotic Rosary."
Rosaries in hand, they prayed for the nation and its leaders. They prayed for former President Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris. They recited the "Hail Mary" prayer for each state and "every soul living there."

    


As the fire dwindled, they sang "The Battle Hymn of the Republic" and "The Star-Spangled Banner."
The next afternoon on Election Day, the three children put on "Future Ohio Voter" stickers. Isaac and Lucas wore their Trump baseball hats. They piled into their dad's truck to go to the polling place. Mom had voted earlier. Around the voting booth, they pressed their faces in close to watch dad vote for Trump.




"Educating our kids why voting for leaders who honor and protect life is very important," said Erin, who homeschools the children. She notes that she and her husband were told one of their children was born after the child's biological mother took abortion medication that did not work.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"They know, and they understand why we voted for Trump. They know that he's the most pro-life president," she said a little more than a week after the election. "Now that the election has gone our way. We still need to focus on what's going on in Ohio. Because the power has been given back to the states. We still need to pray, and we still need to fight against the abortion laws in the state itself."

    


Ohio voters a year ago approved a constitutional amendment that ensured access to abortion. Trump, who claims credit for his Supreme Court appointees who helped reverse Roe v. Wade, has repeatedly said states should decide the issue.

The Youngs said they are not bothered by Trump's decision to put abortion-rights supporter Robert F. Kennedy Jr. in charge of the Department of Health and Human Services despite his conflicting stands on abortion. "Abortion is now a state issue, not federal," Mike said.
The family next plans to attend the National March for Life on Jan. 24 in Washington.
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                    FILE - Chairman of the Royal Foundation William Hague holds a speech as he attends the first ever Earthshot Prize Awards Ceremony at Alexandra Palace in London on Sunday, Oct. 17, 2021. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali, Pool, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Former U.K. Conservative Party leader William Hague has been elected chancellor of Oxford University, one of the most prestigious positions in British academia, the university said Wednesday.
Hague was elected in an online vote by staff and alumni of the 800-year-old university. He will replace Chris Patten, the last British governor of Hong Kong, who has held the post since 2003.
Hague beat contenders including former Labour Cabinet minister Peter Mandelson and Elish Angiolini, the former top law officer in Scotland.
The university said Hague will be inaugurated early next year and will serve a 10-year term. The chancellor is the university's titular head and presides over key ceremonies, as well as overseeing the election of the vice-chancellor, the university's day-to-day leader.

Hague is an Oxford graduate who began his political career at the Oxford University Conservative Association. Elected Conservative leader at the age of 36 after the party lost power to Labour in 1997, he resigned after the party's thumping election defeat in 2001.
Hague said being elected chancellor, a post that stretches back to the 13th century, was "the greatest honor of my life."
"What happens at Oxford in the next decade is critical to the success of the U.K.," he said in a statement.
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's president on Wednesday met a visiting Ukraine delegation and called for the two countries to formulate countermeasures in response to the threat posed by North Korea's recent dispatch of more than 10,000 soldiers to support Russia's war against Ukraine.
The North Korean troop deployment is threatening to expand the almost three-year war, with Ukraine and the U.S. saying that some of the soldiers have already begun engaging in battle on the front lines. Seoul and Washington also worry that Russia might in return help North Korea build more advanced nuclear weapons targeting them. In late October, South Korea warned it could respond by supplying weapons to Ukraine.
During a meeting with the Ukrainian delegation led by Defense Minister Rustem Umerov, President Yoon Suk Yeol said he hopes that Seoul and Kiev will work out effective ways to cope with the security threat posed by the North Korean-Russian military cooperation including the North's troop dispatch, Yoon's office said in a statement.

    


The Ukrainian delegation later met separately with Yoon's national security adviser, Shin Wonsik, and Defense Minister Kim Yong Hyun. During the meetings, Umerov briefed the South Korean officials on the status of the Russia-Ukraine war and expressed hope that Kyiv and Seoul will strengthen cooperation, the statement said.




It said the two sides agreed to continue to share information on the North Korean troops in Russia and North Korean-Russian weapons and technology transfers while closely coordinating with the United States.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The South Korean statement didn't say whether the two sides discussed Seoul's possible weapons supply to Ukraine.
Many observers say Donald Trump's victory in the U.S. presidential election could make South Korea more cautious about potentially shipping weapons to Ukraine because Trump has promised to end the war swiftly. 

    


Since Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022, South Korea has joined U.S.-led sanctions against Moscow and shipped humanitarian and financial support to Kyiv. But it has avoided directly supplying arms in line with its policy of not supplying lethal weapons to countries actively engaged in conflicts.
South Korean officials have said they will take phased countermeasures, linking the level of their response to the degree of Russia-North Korean cooperation. Shin, the national security adviser, said last week that Russia has supplied air defense missile systems to North Korea in exchange for its sending troops  to Russia. Experts say it's unlikely that Russia will transfer high-tech nuclear and missile technology to North Korea in the initial stage of the troop dispatch.

North Korea and Russia have sharply increased their military and other cooperation as each face confrontations with the U.S. and its allies. The U.S., South Korea and others accuse North Korea of having shipped artillery, missiles and other conventional weapons to Russia.
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            This image released by Netflix shows Angelina Jolie as Maria Callas in a scene from "Maria." (Pablo Larrain/Netflix via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Angelina Jolie never expected to hit all the notes. But finding the breath of Maria Callas was enough to bring things out of Jolie that she didn't even know were in her.
"All of us, we really don't realize where things land in our body over a lifetime of different experiences and where we hold it to protect ourselves," Jolie said in a recent interview. "We hold it in our stomachs. We hold it in our chest. We breathe from a different place when we're nervous or we're sad.
"The first few weeks were the hardest because my body had to open and I had to breathe again," she adds. "And that was a discovery of how much I wasn't."
In Pablo Larrain's "Maria," which Netflix released in theaters Wednesday before it begins streaming on Dec. 11, Jolie gives, if not the performance of her career, then certainly of her last decade. Beginning with 2010's "In the Land of Blood and Honey," Jolie has spent recent years directing films while prioritizing raising her six children.

    


"So my choices for quite a few years were whatever was smart financially and short. I worked very little the last eight years," says Jolie. "And I was kind of drained. I couldn't for a while."




But her youngest kids are now 16. And for the first time in years, Jolie is back in the spotlight, in full movie-star mode. Her commanding performance in "Maria" seems assured of bringing Jolie her third Oscar nomination. (She won supporting actress in 2000 for "Girl, Interrupted.") For an actress whose filmography might lack a signature movie, "Maria" may be Jolie's defining role.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Jolie's oldest children, Maddox and Pax, worked on the set of the film. There, they saw a version of their mother they hadn't seen before.
"They had certainly seen me sad in my life. But I don't cry in front of my children like that," Jolie says of the emotion Callas dredged up in her. "That was a moment in realizing they were going to be with me, side by side, in this process of really understanding the depth of some of the pain I carry."

    


Jolie, who met a reporter earlier this fall at the Carlyle Hotel, didn't speak in any detail of that pain. But it was hard not to sense some it had to do with her lengthy and ongoing divorce from Brad Pitt, with whom she had six children.
Just prior to meeting, a judge allowed Pitt's remaining claim against Jolie, over the French winery Chateau Miraval, to proceed. On Monday, a judge ruled that Pitt must disclose documents Jolie's legal team have sought that they allege include "communications concerning abuse." Pitt has denied ever being abusive.
The result of the U.S. presidential election was also just days old, though Jolie -- special envoy for the United Nations Refugee Agency from 2012 to 2022 - wasn't inclined to talk politics. Asked about Donald Trump's win, she responded, "Global storytelling is essential," before adding: "That's what I'm focusing on. Listening. Listening to the voices of people in my country and around the world."
Balancing such things -- reports concerning her private life, questions that accompany someone of her fame -- is a big reason why Jolie is so suited to the part of Callas. The film takes place during the American-born soprano's final days. (She died of a heart attack at 53 in 1977.) Spending much of her time in her grand Paris apartment, Callas hasn't sung publicly in years; she's lost her voice. Imprisoned by the myth she's created, Callas is redefining herself and her voice. An instructor tells her he wants to hear "Callas, not Maria." The movie, of course, is more concerned with Maria.

    


It's Larrain's third portrait of 20th century female icon, following "Jackie" (with Natalie Portman as Jacqueline Kennedy) and "Spencer" (with Kristen Stewart as Princess Diana). As Callas, Jolie is wonderfully regal -- a self-possessed diva who deliciously, in lines penned by screenwriter Steven Knight, spouts lines like: "I took liberties all my life and the world took liberties with me."
Asked if she identified with that line, Jolie answered, "Yeah, yeah." Then she took a long pause.

    


"I'm sure people will read a lot into this and there's probably a lot I could say but don't want to feed into," Jolie eventually continues. "I know she was a public person because she loved her work. And I'm a public person because I love my work, not because I like being public. I think some people are more comfortable with a public life, and I've never been fully comfortable with it."
When Larrain first approached Jolie about the role, he screened "Spencer" for her. That film, like "Jackie" and "Maria," eschews a biopic approach to instead intimately focus on a specific moment of crisis. Larrain was convinced Jolie was meant for the role.
"I felt she could have that magnetism," Larrain says. "The enigmatic diva that's come to a point in her life where she has to take control of her life again. But the weight of her experience, of her music, of her singing, everything, is on her back. And she carries that. It's someone who's already loaded with a life that's been intense."

    


"There's a loneliness that we both share," Jolie says. "That's not necessarily a bad thing. I think people can be alone and lonely sometimes, and that can be part of who they are."
Larrain, the Chilean filmmaker, grew up in Santiago going to the opera, and he has long yearned to bring its full power and majesty to a movie. In Callas, he heard something that transfixed him.
"I hear something near perfection, but at the same time, it's something that's about to be destroyed," Larrain says. "So it's as fragile and as strong as possible. It lives in both extremes. That's why it's so moving. I hear a voice that's about to be broken, but it doesn't."
In Callas' less perfect moments singing in the film, Larrain fuses archival recordings of Callas with Jolie's own voice. Some mix of the two runs throughout "Maria." "Early in the process," Jolie says, "I discovered that you can't fake-sing opera."
Jolie has said she never sang before, not even karaoke. But the experience has left her with a newfound appreciation of opera and its healing properties. 
"I wonder if it's something you lean into as you get older," Jolie says. "Maybe your depth of pain is bigger, your depth of loss is bigger, and that sound in opera meets that, the enormity of it."
If Larrain's approach to "Maria" is predicated on an unknowingness, he's inclined to say something similar about his star. 
"Because of media and social media, some people might think that they know a lot about Angelina," he says. "Maria, I read nine biographies of her. I saw everything. I read every interview. I made this movie. But I don't think I would be capable of telling you who she was us. So if there's an element in common, it's that. They carry an enormous amount of mystery. Even if you think that you know them, you don't."
Whether "Maria" means more acting in the future for Jolie, she's not sure. "There's not a clear map," she says. Besides, Jolie isn't quite ready to shake Callas. 

"When you play a real person, you feel at some point that they become your friend," says Jolie. "Right now, it's still a little personal. It's funny, I'll be at a premiere or I'll walk into a room and someone will start blaring her music for fun, but I have this crazy internal sense memory of dropping to my knees and crying."
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            FILE - The Beatles, from left, John Lennon, Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr and George Harrison, arrive at John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York, on Feb. 7, 1964. (AP Photo, File)
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            A box set collection of the first seven Beatles albums is displayed. (Disney+ Beatles via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE - The Beatles, from left, John Lennon, George Harrison, Ringo Starr and Paul McCartney appear in Liverpool, England on July 10, 1964, for the premiere of their movie "A Hard Day's Night." (AP Photo, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Likely most people have seen iconic footage of the Beatles performing on "The Ed Sullivan Show." But how many have seen Paul McCartney during that same U.S. trip feeding seagulls off his hotel balcony? 
That moment -- as well as George Harrison and John Lennon goofing around by exchanging their jackets -- are part of the Disney+ documentary "Beatles '64," an intimate look at the English band's first trip to America that uses rare and newly restored footage. It streams Friday.
"It's so fun to be the fly on the wall in those really intimate moments," says Margaret Bodde, who produced alongside Martin Scorsese. "It's just this incredible gift of time and technology to be able to see it now with the decades of time stripped away so that you really feel like you're there."
"Beatles '64" leans into footage of the 14-day trip filmed by documentarians Albert and David Maysles, who left behind 11 hours of the Fab Four goofing around in New York's Plaza hotel or traveling. It was restored by Park Road Post in New Zealand.

    


"It's beautiful, although it's black and white and it's not widescreen," says director David Tedeschi. "It's like it was shot yesterday and it captures the youth of the four Beatles and the fans."


The footage is augmented by interviews with the two surviving members of the band and people whose lives were impacted, including some of the women who as teens stood outside their hotel hoping to catch a glimpse of the Beatles.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It was like a crazy love," fan Vickie Brenna-Costa recalls in the documentary. "I can't really understand it now. But then, it was natural." 
The film shows the four heartthrobs flirting and dancing at the Peppermint Lounge disco, Harrison noodling with a Woody Guthrie riff on his guitar and tells the story of Ronnie Spector sneaking the band out a hotel back exit and up to Harlem to eat barbeque.

    


The documentary coincides with the release of a box set of vinyl albums collecting the band's seven U.S. albums released in '64 and early '65 -- "Meet The Beatles!," "The Beatles' Second Album," "A Hard Day's Night" (the movie soundtrack), "Something New," "The Beatles' Story," "Beatles '65" and "The Early Beatles." They had been out of print on vinyl since 1995.
The Beatles' U.S. visit in 1964 also included concerts at Carnegie Hall, a gig at the Washington Coliseum in Washington, D.C., and a visit to Miami, where the band met Muhammad Ali. The documentary shows members of the band reading newspaper coverage of themselves. 
Viewers may learn that the Beatles -- now revered -- were often met with ridicule or rudeness from the older generation. At the British Embassy in New York, the four were treated as lower class, while renowned broadcaster Eric Sevareid, doing a piece for CBS, compared the reaction to the Beatles to the German measles.
"You're nothing but four Elvis Presleys," one reporter told them during a press conference, to which the boys good-naturedly started gyrating as Ringo Starr screamed "It's not true!"
"Why the establishment was against them is sort of a mystery to me," says Tedeschi. "I think older people believed that music would go back to the big bands."

    


Musicians like Sananda Maitreya, Ron Isley and Smokey Robinson also discuss the Fab Four and what they took from Black music. There also are interviews with residents of Harlem, critic Joe Queennan and filmmaker David Lynch, who saw the Beatles play the Washington Coliseum.
"Beatles '64" tries to explain why young people were so besotted by John, Paul, George and Ringo. Their visit came just months after the assassination of President John. F. Kennedy and Tedeschi argues Beatlemania was a salve for a nation in mourning.
"Part of it is I think that the light was just off. They were depressed. Everything was dark. And 'I Want to Hold Your Hand' lit them up," says Tedeschi. 

As McCartney says in the documentary: "Maybe America needed something like the Beatles to lift it out of mourning and just sort of say 'Life goes on.'"
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                    FILE - Sean "Diddy" Combs arrives at the LA Premiere of "The Four: Battle For Stardom" at the CBS Radford Studio Center on May 30, 2018, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Sean "Diddy" Combs was denied bail on Wednesday as he awaits a May sex trafficking trial by a judge who cited evidence showing him to be a "serious risk" of witness tampering and proof he has tried to hide prohibited communications with third parties while incarcerated.
U.S. District Judge Arun Subramanian ruled in a five-page order following a bail hearing last week. At the hearing, lawyers for the hip-hop mogul argued that a $50 million bail package they proposed would be sufficient to ensure Combs doesn't flee and doesn't try to intimidate prospective trial witnesses.
Two other judges previously had agreed with prosecutors that the Bad Boy Records founder was a danger to the community if he is not behind bars. Subramanian concurred.
"There is compelling evidence of Combs's propensity for violence," Subramanian wrote.

    


Lawyers for Combs did not immediately respond to messages seeking comment on the decision. Nicholas Biase, a spokesperson for prosecutors, declined comment.
Combs, 55, has pleaded not guilty to charges that he coerced and abused women for years, aided by associates and employees. An indictment alleges that he silenced victims through blackmail and violence, including kidnapping, arson and physical beatings.




A federal appeals court judge last month denied Combs' immediate release while a three-judge panel of the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Manhattan considers his bail request. That appeal was put on hold while Subramanian, newly appointed to the case after an earlier judge stepped aside, considered the bail request for the first time.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Subramanian said he took a fresh look at all the bail arguments and the evidence supporting them to make his decision.
Prosecutors have insisted that no bail conditions would be sufficient to protect the public and prevent the "I'll Be Missing You" singer from fleeing.

    


They say that even in a federal lockup in Brooklyn, Combs has orchestrated social media campaigns designed to influence prospective jurors and tried to publicly leak materials he thinks can help his case. They say he also has contacted potential witnesses through third parties.
Lawyers for Combs say any alleged sexual abuse described in the indictment occurred during consensual relations between adults and that new evidence refutes allegations that Combs used his "power and prestige" to induce female victims into drugged-up, elaborately produced sexual performances with male sex workers known as "Freak Offs."
Subramanian said evidence shows Combs to be a "serious risk of witness tampering," particularly after he communicated over the summer with a grand jury witness and deleted some of his texts with the witness.
The judge also cited evidence showing that Combs violated Bureau of Prisons regulations during pretrial detention at the Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn when he paid other inmates to use their phone code numbers so he could make calls to individuals who were not on his approved contact list.
He said there was also evidence that he told family members and defense counsel to add other people to three-way calls so their communications would be more difficult to trace and that he made efforts to influence his trial's jury pool or to reach potential witnesses.

    


Subramanian said his "willingness to skirt" jailhouse rules to conceal communications was "strong evidence" that any conditions of release would not prevent similar behavior.
The judge said defense claims that Combs stopped using one particular phone technique criticized by prosecutors was belied by the fact that Combs apparently used it again on Sunday, two days after his bail hearing last week.
Even a bail proposal that would include the strictest form of home confinement seemed insufficient, the judge said.

"Given the nature of the allegations in this case and the information provided by the government, the Court doubts the sufficiency of any conditions that place trust in Combs and individuals in his employ -- like a private security detail -- to follow those conditions," Subramanian wrote.
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            This image provided by shows Jelly Roll performing at Amazon Music Live in Los Angeles on Oct. 3, 2024. (Jesse Lirola via AP)
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            Big Sean and Jhene Aiko perform during the Amazon Music Live Concert Series at East End Studios on Oct. 25, 2024 in Glendale, Calif. (Jesse Lirola via AP)
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            Chaeyoung, from left, Mina, Jihyo, Nayeon, Momo, Tzuyu, Sana, Dahyun, and Jeongyeon of the South Korean girl group TWICE pose for a portrait on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)
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            Jelly Roll poses for a portrait on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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            FILE - Halsey appears at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party in Beverly Hills, Calif., on March 27, 2022. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            Jelly Roll poses for a portrait on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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            Jelly Roll poses for a portrait on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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            Some of the biggest names in music -- including Jelly Roll -- are hitting the live stage during the weekly "AML" concert series after the NFL's "Thursday Night Football" on Prime Video. K-pop group TWICE member Nayeon says, "For 'Amazon Music Live', it's not just about our fans, but it's rather related to football, and there are going to be a lot of football fans as well coming to see... it's an opportunity for people to know who TWICE is." (Nov. 27)
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            FILE - Halsey appears at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party in Beverly Hills, Calif., on March 27, 2022. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    Some of the biggest names in music -- including Jelly Roll -- are hitting the live stage during the weekly "AML" concert series after the NFL's "Thursday Night Football" on Prime Video. K-pop group TWICE member Nayeon says, "For 'Amazon Music Live', it's not just about our fans, but it's rather related to football, and there are going to be a lot of football fans as well coming to see... it's an opportunity for people to know who TWICE is." (Nov. 27)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- If artists want to launch an album with a bang, " Amazon Music Live" could be the end zone to score big.
Some of the biggest performers in music -- including Jelly Roll, Megan Thee Stallion, Ed Sheeran, Kane Brown, Peso Pluma and Lil Baby -- have graced the live stage during the weekly concert series in Los Angeles that airs after the NFL's "Thursday Night Football" game on Prime Video. Each show is a unique experience with artists debuting new music on bespoke sets created to bring their vision and style to life.
This season's highlights have included J Balvin 's Latin vibe, Halsey 's Halloween circus intro and Gunna's big money talk. Big Sean was joined onstage by North Carolina A&T State University's marching band, and Jhene Aiko, YG and E-40 made guest appearances.

    


Now, it's Snoop Dogg 's turn to take the mic for "AML's" season finale this week, just ahead of his highly anticipated 20th album, "Missionary," dropping next month. The performances are filmed live in front of more than a thousand audience members and streamed on Prime Video and Amazon's streaming platform, Twitch.
Jelly Roll, a Grammy-nominated country singer, was the "AML" season opener in October just days after the release of his 10th studio album, "Beautifully Broken." His special guests included Keith Urban, Skylar Grey and Machine Gun Kelly.
"We could have planned our whole rollout around this," Jelly Roll said. "I'm always excited to try to share what I do in front of new audiences or hope a new audience sees it or maybe the people at home who couldn't see the tour or people who bought the album and see what it's all about."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    


Last week, TWICE expanded their brand beyond their usual K-pop fandom after the Cleveland Browns upset the Pittsburgh Steelers. The nine-member group made Amazon Music history. The concert livestream earned the most unique viewers of any production -- including Kendrick Lamar's "Pop Out" concert in June, and the Ye and Drake "Free Larry Hoover" show in 2021. 

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


"We're normally used to performing just for our fans who are purposely coming to see us -- especially in the U.S. where we are used to doing that," said singer Nayeon, who was accompanied by group members Momo, Tzuyu, Mina, Minatozaki Sana, Dahyun, Jihyo, Jeongyeon and Chaeyoung.
TWICE has performed inside major stadiums like MetLife and SoFi Stadium. But "AML" helped introduce them to first-time listeners, while also promoting their upcoming 14th mini-album "Strategy," releasing Dec. 6.

    


"For 'Amazon Music Live,' it's not just about our fans, but it's rather related to football," Nayeon said. "It's a lot of football fans to see us. To be invited here to perform is such an honor. We need to keep our game card for people to know who TWICE is."
Here's a behind-the-scenes look at how the concert series comes to life and those who play a key role.
Tailgate Experience
When Jelly Roll first entered the "AML" set, the singer thought it was just another rehearsal -- until he found himself immersed in an unexpected interactive experience before stepping on the main stage. 
"I was overwhelmed. Got nervous," said Jelly Roll, who was floored after he initially walked through the Tailgate Experience at the East End Studios in Glendale, California, where "AML" films season three.

    


The experience offers a variety of attractions including flat-screen TVs above a massive circular bar, a spacious VIP section, photo booth, themed locker room, digital bonfire, featured vehicle, jersey patch station and a towering football toss game. All of this is set to the music of the week's concert series performer blasted through loudspeakers. 
"I wanted a space that was intentional and inclusive to everybody," said Jameka Pankey, the head of events and experiential for artists at Amazon Music. She and her team wanted to make a concerted effort to pay homage to performers and the fans who enjoy their work.
"We thought about all aspects of football and tailgating from fellowship, food and even how we were naming the drinks," Pankey said. "When we were giving away gifts to fans. ... We had to do jerseys. I wanted this to be a fan experience that was out of mind."
Mission accomplished.

    


How are "Amazon Music Live" artists chosen?
At Amazon Music, collaboration has fueled success with departments joining forces to lock in the hottest talent of the week.
But predicting a year out? That's a tough play when album releases are anyone's guess. They use their label connections and instincts to keep them ahead of the game and ready to pivot and lockdown the artist with the next big release.
"We try to really be as genre agnostic and diverse as possible," said Kirdis Postelle, global head of content and artist marketing at Amazon Music. She works with Andrew Sexton, who handles booking for "AML."
"Our team, along with myself, are active in conversations about this program," said Sexton, who is considered a label relations guru. Some of the selling points to attract artists have been to capitalize off the NFL's huge viewership, promote their project and perform with top-notch production.
"We're very active," he said. "We're always in communications with artist's teams and people are reaching out to us too. ... We're in constant conversations with the industry."
After-game pressure
Following a high-stakes "Thursday Night Football" matchup is plenty of pressure. But pulling off a live major concert after a big NFL showdown? That's next-level intensity.
"It's the challenge which is fungible start time," said Ed Walker, the head of video studios at Amazon Music. He played an integral role in the concert series moving from a shared studio lot in Hollywood to now filming at East End Studios -- a complex with more than 96,000-square-feet of space, including two soundstages, a rooftop terrace, green rooms and three stories of office space.
After the game wraps, there's an hour preshow on Twitch and a top-of-show segment that takes audiences into the artist's world. The hope is to create a "closer connection" before their performance, introducing more insight into the artist's project. There are sweepstakes and competitions to maintain intrigue. 
"We immerse them into what they are about to see," he said. "That is a moving target. You have a very large audience watching football, and then we have direct communications to the control room broadcasting that and they are giving us real time updates."
Walker admits it's a tough balancing act, keeping the football audience engaged while also entertaining "AML" viewers before the show kicks off.
"We got to meet in the middle, entertain them all, give them context and start the show," he said. "While all that's happening, we have to make sure the artist is on the stage and hits the cue on time."
While artists are rehearsing, Postelle wants to make sure they're comfortable and don't leave. That led to the idea of an artist experience with food, games, drinks and privacy.
"We do that to make artists feel good about spending so much time here," Postelle said. "The last thing you want is for somebody to be like 'I'm going back to the hotel to take a shower' and they fall asleep. Then we'll have a big problem."
Scoring tickets to "Amazon Music Live"

Each week, select customers in the Los Angeles area are invited to purchase $15 tickets for that week's performance during an exclusive superfan presale or general onsale. Live events company DICE tracks upcoming events and uses audience targeting based on fan interests to notify potential attendees. 
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            The humble Vienna "Wurstelstand," or sausage stand, is the latest addition to the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage overseen by the Austrian UNESCO Commission. The street food icons have their roots in the 18th century. (AP video shot by Philipp Jenne.)
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            Customers line up at a traditional sausage stand (Wuerstelstand), which are named as intangible cultural heritage by the Austrian UNESCO Commission, in Vienna, Austria, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Hot sausages get prepared at a traditional sausage stand (Wuerstelstand), which are named as intangible cultural heritage by the Austrian UNESCO Commission, in Vienna, Austria, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            A vendor serves a hot dog at a traditional sausage stand (Wuerstelstand), which are named as intangible cultural heritage by the Austrian UNESCO Commission, in Vienna, Austria, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Customers eat hot sausages at a traditional sausage stand (Wuerstelstand), which are named as intangible cultural heritage by the Austrian UNESCO Commission, in Vienna, Austria, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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                                        VIENNA (AP) -- The Vienna sausage stand is a place where the street sweeper, the manager, the tourist and the celebrity converge for the same tasty snack. Now it also has the official stamp of approval as part of Austria's heritage.
The culture of the humble "Wurstelstand" became this week one of the latest additions to the national list of intangible cultural heritage, overseen by the Austrian UNESCO Commission. It joins the Austrian capital's distinctive wine taverns, or "Heurigen," which have been listed since 2019, and the city's famous coffee house culture, which was honored in 2011.
The Wurstelstand, which can now point to a history going back generations, is more than just a source of greasy gastronomic satisfaction. 
The street stand is known for bringing people of many classes and backgrounds together and has its own distinctive vocabulary. 

    


Meet the "Haasse," a coarse boiled sausage, and also the "Kasekrainer" -- a smoked creation infused with cheese that oozes out, also sometimes known as the "Eitrige," or "suppurating" sausage. There is also the "Oaschpfeiferl," a spicy peperoni, and the "Krokodu," a gherkin.




"Sausage stands have a long history in Vienna," said Josef Bitzinger, whose Bitzinger Wurstelstand is located next to the Albertina museum and just behind the Vienna State Opera. 
"Originally it was just a bucket with hot water in which the sausages used to swim," he said. They were sold from "small carriages drawn by dogs and bigger ones drawn by horses, later by a VW bus or a tractor to their spot."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The tradition goes back to the pre-World War I days of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, when former soldiers set up mobile cookshops to make a living. The city's longest-lived stall in a fixed location, Wurstelstand Leo, has been serving up sausages since 1928. The stands developed into a bigger institution after wider-ranging permission for fixed stalls was granted in 1969.

    


It was then that the griddle was introduced and the cheesy Kasekrainer invented, Bitzinger said. "Today that's already a classic."
The UNESCO designation "honors the tradition, the hospitality and the diversity of our city," Mayor Michael Ludwig said in a statement.
"This title is a recognition for all those Viennese who, with their warmth and their charm, make the sausage stands more than just a snack place -- a meeting place where joie de vivre and culture come together."
Bitzinger said that "we have been fighting a long time for this."

"The special thing about it is that it's a form of gastronomy everybody can afford," he said. "Here the general director and, during the opera ball, a celebrity stands next to a worker and the street sweeper who just finished cleaning the street. That unites people."
___
Associated Press writer Geir Moulson in Berlin contributed to this report.
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            FILE - The Stuart the Minion balloon floats appears during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade on Nov. 24, 2022, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Parade performers lead the Tom Turkey float down Central Park West at the start of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade on Nov. 23, 2023, in New York. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon, File)
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            FILE - The Tom Turkey float leads the way down Central Park West during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade on Nov. 24, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon, File)
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            This album cover image released by Interscope Records shows "The Gift of Love" by Jennifer Hudson. (Interscope Records via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            FILE - Members of the Texas Tech Marching band perform during the 97th Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York, Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, file)
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            This album cover image released by Interscope Records shows "The Gift of Love" by Jennifer Hudson. (Interscope Records via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The holiday season really kicks off when the massive helium balloons start floating through New York. The Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade -- two years away from its 100th birthday -- this year will feature 17 giant character balloons, 22 floats, 15 novelty and heritage inflatables, 11 marching bands, 700 clowns, 10 performance groups and more stars than can fit around a table.
The parade begins rain or shine on Manhattan's Upper West Side and ends at Macy's Herald Square flagship store on 34th Street, which serves as a stage and backdrop for performances.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Balloon characters take to the skies at Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on what's in store for the 98th Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade happening Thursday.

    

Here's key things to know about the parade and how to watch it.
What time does the Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade start?
For the second year in a row, Thursday's parade starts at 8:30 a.m., in all time zones.
What channel is the Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade on?
It will be on NBC, available with an antenna or through cable and satellite providers.
What if I want to stream it?
For cord cutters, the parade is being simulcast on Peacock and an encore telecast begins at 2 p.m. EST/PST. A Spanish language simulcast will also be on Telemundo.

    


What's the weather going to be like?
It may be a wet day -- forecasts call for rain with temperatures in the upper-40s with clouds and winds around 10 mph. New York City law prohibits Macy's from flying the full-size balloons if sustained winds exceed 23 mph or wind gusts are over 35 mph.




Who are some of the stars performing?
This year is starrier than ever. Grammy-, Oscar-, Emmy- and Tony-winner Jennifer Hudson will perform, as will global pop icon and Grammy-winner Kylie Minogue and Tony-, Grammy-, and Emmy winner Billy Porter. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Anyone else?
Reality TV's Ariana Madix, Broadway belter Idina Menzel, hip-hop's T-Pain, members of the WNBA champions New York Liberty and country duo Dan + Shay. Other music performers include The War and Treaty, Lea Salonga, Loud Luxury, The Temptations, Chloe, Jimmy Fallon & The Roots and Coco Jones. It will kick off with "Glow" actor Alison Brie cutting the ribbon.
Who is hosting the Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade?
For those watching on TV or computers, the trio of hosting stalwarts -- Savannah Guthrie, Hoda Kotb and Al Roker from "Today." But this year might be more emotional since it could be Kotb's last -- her last official day at "Today" will be Jan. 10. 
What are the new balloons?
There will be six new featured character balloons, including Minnie Mouse, "Extraordinary Noorah" with The Elf on the Shelf, Gabby from "Gabby's Dollhouse," Goku from "Dragon Ball," Marshall from "Paw Patrol" and a new "Spider-Man."

    


What about new floats?
New floats include ones from brands like Disney Cruise Line, Haribo, "Wednesday" from Netflix," Universal Orlando Resorts and "The Grannies Car" from BBC Studios' "Bluey." Nickelodeon and Paramount's "Dora the Explorer" will have both a float and a balloon. One new float will spotlight the Rao's food brand, featuring a knight and a dragon in battle made with actual pasta elements. Another will celebrate The Bronx Zoo's 125th anniversary with representations of a tiger, a giraffe, a zebra and a gorilla.
Is your state represented by any of the bands?

The marching bands will hail from Massachusetts, Indiana, Tennessee, Texas, Arkansas, South Dakota, Georgia, South Carolina, West Virginia and, naturally, New York.
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            Thirty years after his death in a high-speed crash, Formula One champion Ayrton Senna's high-octane life is also about to play out in front of a global audience in a six-episode Netflix series that debuts on Nov. 29. (Nov. 27)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 7 | 
            Brazilian actor Gabriel Leone poses for photos on the red carpet for the Netflix series Senna, about the life and death of Formula 1 legend Ayrton Senna, who was killed in 1994 in a crash, in Sao Paulo, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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            A replica of Formula 1 legend Ayrton Senna's car sits on display on the red carpet for the Netflix series Senna, about the life and death of Formula 1 legend Ayrton Senna, who was killed in a 1994 crash, in Sao Paulo, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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            British actor Patrick Kennedy poses for photos on the red carpet for the Netflix series Senna, about the life and death of Formula 1 legend Ayrton Senna, who was killed in 1994 in a crash, in Sao Paulo, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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                                        SAO PAULO (AP) -- Thirty years after his death in a high-speed crash viewed by millions around the world, Formula One champion Ayrton Senna's high-octane life is also about to play out in front of a global audience. 
The legendary Brazilian driver -- who was killed when his car hit a concrete wall at the San Marino Grand Prix in 1994 -- is the subject of a six-episode Netflix series that debuts on Nov. 29 and follows him from his early go-kart days to that fatal Sunday afternoon at the Imola track in Italy. 
Even three decades after that accident, few F1 figures evoke as much emotion and passion among fans and fellow drivers as Senna, who won three championship titles before his death at the age of 34.
Senna's complex personality -- he was a saint to his millions of Brazilian fans and a sinner to some critics who deemed his driving style too aggressive -- comes to life through Brazilian actor Gabriel Leone, who embraced the challenge of portraying such a popular figure.

    


"He was much more than an F1 driver for us, he became an icon, much beyond his technique and his driving," Leone told The Associated Press in an interview in Sao Paulo. "He had this humanity, this honesty. The things he said, his values, it all made him closer to people."




Senna's life and career had no shortage of made-for-TV moments. 
This was a driver who once won a race with his car stuck in sixth gear in front of thousands of raucous fans at the Interlagos track. And who went from fifth position to first in one lap at the 1993 European Grand Prix. And who jumped out of his car during a training session to save the life of a French driver who had crashed.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On the track, his rivalry with French driver Alain Prost was one of the most intense that F1 has ever seen. Off the track, he had some high-profile relationships as well and dated several models, including Elle Macpherson. 

    


"For me as an actor, the more complex the character is, the better. It is more interesting to build him and live him. And this is quite a character, the biggest hero in Brazil, not only in sport," Leone said. "Ayrton was transcendent, he was more than an F1 driver. That's a guy who is the hero of great drivers in history, like (Michael) Schumacher and (Lewis) Hamilton."
Senna won the drivers' championship in 1988, 1990 and 1991 with the McLaren team and moved to Williams in the year he died as the favorite to lift the title again.
For Leone, though, it was also important to portray him as a person who understood his role as a national hero, who advocated for the poor and proudly waved a Brazilian flag from his cockpit during every victory lap.
"He was not distant, he was close," said Leone, who attended a red carpet premiere in Sao Paulo on Tuesday with several other cast members and director Vicente Amorim. "That's for Brazilians and non-Brazilians. It was like this, and it still is like this." 
To many international fans, Senna was simply an exceptional talent who was born to be a driver. Even former rival Martin Brundle, now a TV pundit, once likened Senna's ability to find grip on some corners to a dance seemingly innate to a Brazilian. 

    


"It is a different kind of samba that I could not do," Brundle has said. 
The Netflix series, however, shows some of the hard work and attention to detail that went into Senna becoming a wet-weather master.
The streaming giant -- which reportedly invested more than $170 million in its production -- also takes a bit of liberty with the truth when it comes to building up the animosity between Senna and one of his other real-life antagonists, Jean-Marie Balestre, the French former president of F1's governing body FIA. 
Balestre is often accused by fans of aiding his countryman Prost in his rivalry with Senna, including at the 1984 Monaco Grand Prix by stopping the race early before the Brazilian driver could overtake his French rival in the heavy rain. And at the 1989 Japanese Grand Prix, when Senna was disqualified in a decision that handed the championship title to Prost. 
The Netflix series goes a step further by making Balestre (played by Arnaud Viard) the man responsible for Senna also losing a go-kart title as a youngster, long before he even entered F1.

    


"If that was true it would be news to every reporter covering Senna's story over the last decades," said Ernesto Rodrigues, who wrote a biography on the three-time F1 champion. "Yes, Senna had Balestre working against him many times. But Balestre was an autocrat with other drivers, too. It wasn't exclusive."
Prost, played by Matt Mella, goes from being a racing foe to a friend after his retirement in the series just like in real life. The friction between the two as McLaren teammates and then in the title-deciding races in the 1989 and 1990 seasons create some of the best moments of the series for racing fans.
Three of the women in Senna's life also appear in the series.

    


Scenes with Lilian de Vasconcellos Souza, who married Senna in 1981 and divorced him the next year, help show how the Brazilian was driven to go into F1 early in his career. Xuxa Meneghel, a wildly popular TV host, is featured for a full episode as the driver's most important girlfriend. Adriane Galisteu, who was the champion's girlfriend when he died, appears for less than three minutes.

Senna's importance to today's F1 drivers was on full display at the Brazilian Grand Prix this month, when Hamilton -- the British seven-time F1 champion -- drove one of Senna's old cars around the track as part of the tributes marking the 30th anniversary of his death. 
"This is the greatest honor of my life," Hamilton said on Nov. 3. "I hope I made Senna proud."
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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                    FILE - Arizona Attorney General Kris Mayes pauses during an interview with The Associated Press, Nov. 21, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Executions will resume in Arizona following a two-year pause, the state's top prosecutor says. 
Arizona Attorney General Kris Mayes said in a statement sent to The Associated Press on Wednesday that she will soon seek an execution warrant for Aaron Brian Gunches, who is on death row after being convicted of killing his girlfriend's ex-husband. 
Mayes said her office had been preparing to resume the use of the death penalty in Arizona since earlier this year as it worked with state corrections officials to review and improve procedures. 
Gov. Katie Hobbs had promised not to carry out any executions until there was confidence the state can do so without violating any laws. The attorney general's office had said it would not seek a court order to carry out the death penalty while a review was underway. 
The review Hobbs had ordered effectively ended this month when she dismissed the retired federal magistrate she had appointed earlier to head the review. 

    


The governor's spokesman, Christian Slater, said Hobbs "remains committed to upholding the law while ensuring justice is carried out in a way that's transparent and humane."




Corrections officials "conducted a thorough review of policies and procedures and made critical improvements to help ensure executions carried out by the State meet legal and constitutional standards," Slater said. 
The attorney general said in May that executions could resume by early 2025, after the review was completed. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Mayes said that in line with that timeline she will ask the Arizona Supreme Court in the coming weeks to issue an execution warrant for Gunches, who was sentenced to death for the murder of Ted Price.
Gunches had been set to be put to death in April 2023. But Hobbs' office said the state wasn't prepared to enforce the death penalty because it lacked staff with expertise to carry out executions,. At the time, it also said it could not find an IV team to carry out the lethal injection and didn't have a contract with a pharmacist to compound the pentobarbital needed for an execution.

    


Gunches had pleaded guilty to a murder charge in the shooting death of Price, who was his girlfriend's ex-husband, near the Phoenix suburb of Mesa.

Arizona last carried out three executions in 2022 following a nearly eight-year hiatus brought on by criticism that a 2014 execution was botched and because of difficulties obtaining drugs for execution.
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            FILE - A sign on a Target store in Harmarville, Pa., is shown on Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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            FILE - A shopper exits a Best Buy store on Sept. 19, 2024, in Lone Tree, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            FILE - A Macy's department store in Bay Shore, New York, is shown on December 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            FILE - A sign on a Target store in Harmarville, Pa., is shown on Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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                                        Black Friday has become something of an anachronism in the e-commerce era. The day after Thanksgiving marks the official start of the holiday shopping season, but retailers already have spent weeks flooding their websites and customers' email inboxes with early Black Friday offers. 
If history is any guide and advertisers are to be believed, the best bargains still are to be had from Black Friday through Cyber Monday, a four-day period known in the retail world as BFCM for short. That may be especially true for big ticket items, seasonal merchandise and the latest trendy products. 
Consumer advocates note, however, that deep discounts are not a once-a-year opportunity. They advise shoppers to comparison shop, research price histories and to read the fine print to make sure they are buying what they really wanted at a good price. 

That said, some people enjoy stepping out from behind a computer or phone screen to take in the holiday atmosphere and music at a local mall or shopping area. Retailers are promising in-store experiences and exclusives to get them through the door. A number of stores that were closed on Thanksgiving reopen early Friday as retailers work to kick the holiday shopping season into high gear. 
Here are the Black Friday store hours for some prominent national chains.




Best Buy Black Friday hours
Best Buy stores will be open from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Dick's Sporting Goods Black Friday hours
Most Dick's Sporting Goods stores will be open from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Home Depot Black Friday hours
Home Depot stores will open at 6 a.m. and close at the store's regular hours. Specific closing hours may vary by store.
JCPenney Black Friday hours
JCPenney stores will open at 5 a.m.
Kohl's Black Friday hours
Most Kohl's stores will open at 5 a.m.
Lowe's Black Friday hours
Lowe's will open at 6 a.m.
Macy's Black Friday hours
Macy's stores will be open from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. Hours vary by location. 
Sam's Club Black Friday hours
Sam's Club stores will be open during their regular hours.
Sephora Black Friday hours
Some Sephora stores will open early and/or stay open late. Hours vary by location. 

    


Target Black Friday hours
Most Target stores will open at 6 a.m. 
Walmart Black Friday hours
Walmart stores will be open from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
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            People walk past an electronic stock board showing Japan's stock prices Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 in Tokyo.(AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            A man walks past an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 stock index at a securities firm, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            A sign marking the intersection of Wall Street and South Street is shown in New York's Financial District on Tuesday, Nov. 26 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Shares opened higher in Europe on Thursday after a mixed session in Asia following a Big Tech-led retreat on Wall Street. 
Germany's DAX advanced 0.7% to 19,394.41 while the CAC 40 in Paris gained 0.6% to 7,185.13. Britain's FTSE 100 rose 0.2% to 8,290.37. 
The futures for the S&P 500 and the Dow Jones Industrial Average edged 0.1% higher.
In Asian trading, Tokyo's Nikkei 225 index gained 0.6% to 38,349.06 and Australia's S&P/ASX 200 advanced 0.5% to 8,444.30. 
South Korea's Kospi gained less than 0.1% to 2,504.67 after the central bank cut its benchmark interest rate to relieve pressure on its slowing economy.
The Bank of Korea cut its key rate by a quarter percentage point to 3% and lowered its outlook for the country's economic growth from to 2.2% from 2.4% for this year and to 1.9% from 2.1% for 2025.
Chinese shares fell as investors sold to lock in profits from recent gains. 

    


Hong Kong's Hang Seng index lost 1.2% to 19,366.96 and the Shanghai Composite index fell 0.4% to 3,295.70.
U.S. markets will be closed Thursday for Thanksgiving, and will reopen for a half day on Friday.




Russia's ruble fell sharply against the U.S. dollar on Wednesday and was trading near its lowest level since the 2022 invasion of Ukraine, at 108.01 early Thursday, according to the Russian central bank. 
On Wednesday, the S&P 500 fell 0.4% and the Dow fell 0.3%. The Nasdaq composite, which is heavily weighted with technology stocks, fell 0.6%.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Commerce Department reported that the U.S. economy expanded at a healthy 2.8% annual pace from July through September, leaving its initial estimate unchanged. The growth was driven by strong consumer spending and a surge in exports.
Consumers have been driving economic growth, but the latest round of earnings reports from retailers shows a mixed and more cautious picture. 
Department store operator Nordstrom fell 8.1% after warning investors about a trend toward weakening sales that started in late October. Clothing retailer Urban Outfitters jumped 18.3% after beating analysts' third-quarter financial forecasts. 

    


Consumers are feeling the pinch of higher prices: The government's personal consumption expenditures index, or PCE, rose to 2.3% in October from 2.1% in September. 
Overall, inflation has been falling broadly since it peaked more than two years ago. The PCE, which is the Federal Reserve's preferred measure of inflation, was just below 7.3% in June of 2022. Another measure of inflation, the consumer price index, peaked at 9.1% at the same time.
The latest data suggest the decline in inflation is stalling as it nears the Fed's target of 2%. The central bank started raising its benchmark interest rate from near-zero in early 2022 to a two-decade high by the middle of 2023 and held it there until it began cutting it in September. A second cut followed in November. 
Wall Street expects a similar quarter-point cut at the central bank's upcoming meeting in December, but President-elect Donald Trump has said he plans to impose sweeping new tariffs on Mexico, Canada and China when he takes office in January. That could raise prices on many products, raising inflation and prompting the Fed to rethink future cuts to interest rates.

In other dealings early Thursday, U.S. benchmark crude oil lost 28 cents to $68.44 per barrel, while Brent crude, the international standard, shed 26 cents to $72.04 per barrel.
The dollar rose to 151.90 Japanese yen from 151.12 yen. The euro fell to $1.0547 from $1.0567. 
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                                        On a Philippines beach, barefoot children jumped and played on shoals of plastic washed ashore in previous typhoons. 
Much of the world's plastic garbage winds up in rivers that eventually carry it into the oceans. Along the way, it's often ingested by fish, birds and other wildlife, like the trio of coots picking their way through the plastic refuse cluttering a Serbian river.
Plastic, a wondrously versatile material that can be contorted into endless shapes useful in everything from construction to packaging, is also a scourge.
It's a problem that nations are trying to tackle in South Korea, where a final round of negotiations is underway on a legally binding treaty aimed at solutions.
Its use has exploded in the last half century, and global production is projected to reach 736 million tons by 2040, up 70% from 2020, without policy changes, according to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. 

    


Only about 9% of that is recycled, and much of the rest winds up in the world all around us. 
In Johannesburg, South Africa, a net trapped plastic garbage on the Juksei River, giving volunteers a chance to clean it up.




In Jakarta, Indonesia, roadside garbage piled so high it threatened to elbow its way into traffic. And in a New Delhi shanty town, with seemingly every inch of the landscape choked with plastic waste, bags awaited sorting by collectors who hope to resell it.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
And in Saint-Marc, Haiti, a boy took in an ocean sunset from a perch surrounded by plastic and other garbage.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            FILE - In this image taken from body camera video released by Illinois State Police, Sonya Massey, left, talks with former Sangamon County Sheriff's Deputy Sean Grayson outside her home in Springfield, Ill., July 6, 2024. (Illinois State Police via AP, File)
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            FILE - This booking photo provided by the Sangamon County Sheriff's Office shows Sean Grayson, on July 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ill. (Sangamon County Sheriff's Office via AP, File)
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                                        SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) -- An Illinois appellate court ruled Wednesday that a former deputy sheriff charged with the death of Sonya Massey, a 36-year-old Black woman shot in her home after she called police for help, should be released from jail pending his first-degree murder trial. 
The 4th District Appellate Court's unanimous decision found that a circuit court ruling in July that Sean Grayson should be detained was improper. It said prosecutors failed to supply sufficient evidence that there were no conditions the court could set that would lessen the danger Grayson posed to the community. 
The case has drawn national attention as another example of police shooting Black people in their homes. Such are the tensions over the case that it was little surprise when Circuit Judge Ryan Cadagin ordered Grayson held, finding his actions were a "departure from the expectations of civil society."

    


The case forced the premature retirement of Sangamon County Sheriff Jack Campbell, who hired Grayson, and prompted a Justice Department investigation.
In his opinion for the court, Justice Eugene Doherty found fault with prosecutors for basing their arguments against release on Grayson's failures to meet expectations during the shooting. 


"When the question before the court is whether defendant can be safely released prior to trial on appropriate conditions, it is inappropriate to dwell on whether he fell short of the high expectations society rightly has for its law enforcement officers," Doherty wrote. "A defendant's conduct may be reprehensible and deserving of punishment, but that is an inappropriate basis for imposing pretrial detention."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The opinion ordered a court hearing for Grayson at which suitable conditions for his release be set.
Grayson's next court hearing is scheduled for Monday. It's unlikely he will be released immediately. There are actions the state can take, including appealing the appellate court's ruling.

    


Daniel Fultz, one of Grayson's attorneys, declined to comment.
Grayson, 30, is charged with first-degree murder in the July 6 shooting of Massey, who had called 911 to report a suspected prowler. During a conversation in her living room, Grayson noticed a pot of water on the stove and told his partner to remove it. 
Massey, who had dealt with mental health issues, retrieve the pan and joked with Grayson over it, then inexplicably told Grayson, "I rebuke you in the name of Jesus." Grayson yelled at her to drop the pot, and as she ducked, he fired three shots, striking her just below the left eye. 
At detention hearings in July, prosecutors argued that Grayson violated his training and oath of office, failed to turn on his body camera and disregarded normal public safety by suggesting the other deputy on the scene not render aid to Massey because it was "a head shot."

Cadagin decreed that the conditions for release suggested by the defense -- removal of firearms from his home, abstinence from alcohol or drugs, a mental health evaluation, electronic monitoring -- would not mitigate the possible threat of releasing him. 
Doherty disagreed, finding the state "introduced no evidence, much less clear and convincing evidence" of its arguments.
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                    A sign for NuMale Medical Center is displayed outside a building in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)
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                                        ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) -- Jurors in New Mexico have awarded a man more than $412 million in a medical malpractice case that involved a men's health clinic that operates in several states. 
The man's attorneys celebrated Monday's verdict, saying they are hopeful it will prevent other men from falling victim to a scheme that involved fraud and what they described as dangerous penile injections. They said the punitive and compensatory damages total the largest amount to ever be awarded by a jury in a medical malpractice case in the U.S.
"It's a national record setting case and it's righteous because I don't think there's any place for licensed professionals to be defrauding patients for money. That is a very egregious breach of their fiduciary duty," said Lori Bencoe, one of the lawyers who represented the plaintiff. "That's breach of trust and anytime someone is wearing a white coat, they shouldn't be allowed to do that."

    


The award follows a trial held in Albuquerque earlier this month that centered on allegations outlined in a lawsuit filed by the man's attorneys in 2020. NuMale Medical Center and company officials were named as defendants.


According to the complaint, the man was 66 when he visited the clinic in 2017 in search of treatment for fatigue and weight loss. The clinic is accused of misdiagnosing him and unnecessarily treating him with "invasive erectile dysfunction shots" that caused irreversible damage. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Nick Rowley, another attorney who was part of the plaintiff's team, said the out-of-state medical corporation set up a "fraudulent scheme to make millions off of conning old men." He provided some details in a social media post, saying clinic workers told patients they would have irreversible damage if they didn't agree to injections three times a week.
NuMale Medical Center President Brad Palubicki said in a statement sent Wednesday to The Associated Press that the company's focus is on continuing to deliver responsible patient care while maintaining strict safety and compliance standards at all of its facilities.

    


"While we respect the judicial process, due to ongoing legal proceedings, we cannot comment on specific details of the case at this time," he said. 
NuMale also has clinics in Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Nevada, Nebraska, North Carolina and Wisconsin.

According to court records, jurors found that fraudulent and negligent conduct by the defendants resulted in damages to the plaintiff. They also found that unconscionable conduct by the defendants violated the Unfair Practices Act.
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            A South African child plays along the banks of the Juksei river in the heart of Alexandra township during the southern hemisphere summer recess, in Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Displaced residents return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            A rocket, fired from Lebanon during the night hours before the start of the ceasefire, sits wedged in the ground next to a damaged car in Kiryat Shmona, northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            A man celebrates carrying a picture of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            A man wades through flood water following heavy downpours in Medan, North Sumatra, Indonesia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Binsar Bakkara)
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            Relatives and colleagues say the last goodbye to a soldier, leading actor Petro Velykiy, 48, who was killed in a battle with the Russian troops in Russia's Kursk region, during farewell ceremony in the music and drama theatre in Chernyhiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dan Bashakov)
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            Relatives of detainees release balloons during a vigil calling for the freedom of political prisoners near the headquarters of the National Intelligence Service (SEBIN) in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Chan Yian from Taiwan holds her smartphone in snow at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well-known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Isaac Young, 5, rests his cheek on the family horse Rusty's forehead during farm chores before homeschooling, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, in Sunbury, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Israeli soldiers holding their weapons bathe with residents in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, on the first day of the ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 15 | 
            Workers sort avocados at a packing plant in Uruapan, Mexico Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)
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            Serbian riot police stand guard in the spectators area ahead of the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Red Star and Stuttgart at the Rajko Mitic Stadium in Belgrade, Serbia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            A South African child plays along the banks of the Juksei river in the heart of Alexandra township during the southern hemisphere summer recess, in Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Displaced residents return to Dahiyeh, in Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            A rocket, fired from Lebanon during the night hours before the start of the ceasefire, sits wedged in the ground next to a damaged car in Kiryat Shmona, northern Israel, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            A man celebrates carrying a picture of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, following a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            A man wades through flood water following heavy downpours in Medan, North Sumatra, Indonesia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Binsar Bakkara)
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            Relatives and colleagues say the last goodbye to a soldier, leading actor Petro Velykiy, 48, who was killed in a battle with the Russian troops in Russia's Kursk region, during farewell ceremony in the music and drama theatre in Chernyhiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Dan Bashakov)
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            Relatives of detainees release balloons during a vigil calling for the freedom of political prisoners near the headquarters of the National Intelligence Service (SEBIN) in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Chan Yian from Taiwan holds her smartphone in snow at the Gyeongbok Palace, one of South Korea's well-known landmarks, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Isaac Young, 5, rests his cheek on the family horse Rusty's forehead during farm chores before homeschooling, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, in Sunbury, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A woman wearing a mask holds a banner that reads "Your children are now free" during a protest against Calin Georgescu, the independent candidate for Romanian presidency who won the first round of elections making it to the Dec. 8, runoff in Bucharest, Romania, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Israeli soldiers holding their weapons bathe with residents in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, on the first day of the ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Workers sort avocados at a packing plant in Uruapan, Mexico Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)
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            Serbian riot police stand guard in the spectators area ahead of the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Red Star and Stuttgart at the Rajko Mitic Stadium in Belgrade, Serbia, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (AP) -- Alabama A&M linebacker Medrick Burnett Jr. remains hospitalized with a head injury suffered in an October game, the school said hours after announcing that he had died.
The athletic department sent out a retraction Wednesday on the status of Burnett, who was injured in a game against Alabama State on Oct. 26. The second statement said that the initial news of Burnett's death came "from an immediate family member on Tuesday evening."
"Our staff acted accordingly to the wishes of the family member to inform the A&M community and beyond of this unfortunate occurrence," Wednesday evening's statement said. "Upon hearing from a representative from UAB Hospital this afternoon, we learned that he remains alive.
"We express our immediate regret for disseminating false information. However, we hold complete joy in knowing that Medrick remains in stable condition."

    


A statement on the gofundme.com page for Burnett said Wednesday: "Please pray he is having a tough time but we are holding on til the very end. God give us strength so we can keep the faith."
The redshirt freshman from Lakewood, California, joined Alabama A&M's team over the summer after starting his college career at Grambling State.
Burnett played in seven games and made five tackles, including three against Austin Peay.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    FILE - A Canada lynx heads into the Rio Grande National Forest after being released near Creede, Colo., April 19, 2005. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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                                        BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) -- U.S. wildlife officials finalized a recovery plan for imperiled populations of Canada lynx on Wednesday and proposed new habitat protections in the southern Rocky Mountains for the forest-dwelling wildcats that are threatened by climate change.
The fate of the proposal is uncertain under President-elect Donald Trump: Officials during the Republican's first term sought unsuccessfully to strip lynx of protections that they've had since 2000 under the Endangered Species Act.
Almost 7,700 square miles (20,000 square miles) of forests and mountains in Colorado and northern New Mexico are covered under the habitat proposal. That's different from a previous plan that left out the southern Rockies and concentrated instead on recovery efforts elsewhere, including Wyoming, Montana, Minnesota and Maine.
"This is a significant change and a good one," said Matthew Bishop, an attorney for Western Environmental Law Center who has been involved in efforts to protect lynx through court actions. "They weren't really committing to conserve lynx in Colorado anymore, and now they are."

    


Areas of protected habitat also are being added in Idaho and Montana. Protected areas in Wyoming would be sharply reduced under Wednesday's proposal.




Wildlife officials said they were removing locations where they consider lynx unlikely to thrive in the future, while adding new areas that the latest science suggests are more suitable to their long-term survival.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Lynx are elusive animals that live in cold boreal forests and prey primarily on snowshoe hares. 
They originally received federal protections because the U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management didn't have sufficient regulations in place to shield their populations from potential harm. Those protective rules are now in place, but climate change has emerged as a new, worsening threat. 

    


Warmer temperatures are melting away the lynx's snowy habitat and could decrease the availability of snowshoe hares. Declines for lynx are expected across the contiguous U.S. under even the most optimistic warming scenario that officials have considered. 
Most areas suitable for lynx are in Canada and Alaska, where the animals are widespread and hunting and trapping of them is allowed.
Their numbers never were great in the contiguous U.S., which is at the southern fringe of the species range, but the hope is to maintain some population strongholds so they can persist in a warmer world.
The changes announced Wednesday follow a 2016 court ruling that faulted federal wildlife officials for not designating protections for lynx habitat in Colorado and some parts of Montana and Idaho.
There are more than 1,100 lynx in the contiguous U.S., according to estimates from scientists. Those numbers are expected to plummet in some areas, and officials are aiming for a minimum contiguous U.S. population of a combined 875 lynx over a 20-year period.
More than 200 lynx were reintroduced in Colorado beginning in 1999 and at the time their prospects were considered uncertain.

    


"There were concerns about whether it would stick," said U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service lynx biologist Jim Zelenak. "But they do seem to be hanging on"
Now that area could become one of the future population strongholds, with the southern Rockies in Colorado and the region around Yellowstone National Park are most likely to have temperatures favorable to lynx for the longest time, he said. 
Maine has the most lynx currently but is expected to be hit harder by climate change.

"We've got this overarching threat of climate warming, and so we want to do everything we can to minimize the effects that we can control," Zelenak said. "So we don't want to put roads in the wrong places. We don't want to permanently convert very much of the habitat at all in the hopes that we can keep these populations viable coming into a warming future."
Habitat protections in Maine and Minnesota would remain unchanged under the proposal.
A final decision is expected late next year.
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                    Daren Christopher Abbey, 41, appears in District Court on Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Bozeman, Mont. (Laurenz Busch/Bozeman Daily Chronicle via AP)
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                                        BOZEMAN, Mont. (AP) -- A self-described white supremacist charged with killing a man in a tent in southwestern Montana has pleaded not guilty to deliberate homicide and claims self-defense, while investigators say there are inconsistencies in the defendant's story.
Daren Christopher Abbey, 41, told District Court Judge Peter Ohman on Tuesday: "I definitely plead not guilty. Dustin Kjersem tried to kill me," the Bozeman Daily Chronicle reported. He also pleaded not guilty to tampering with evidence.
Kjersem's death in October was initially reported as a bear attack after his girlfriend found his body in a tent south of Bozeman near Big Sky on Oct. 12.
Investigators found shot glasses and beer cans in the tent that suggested someone else had been with Kjersem on Oct. 10. DNA tests on a beer can matched two people in the state's criminal database, Daren Abbey and someone believed to be Abbey's twin brother, court records say. The brother was ruled out because he was serving a prison sentence.

    


Abbey told investigators that Kjersem, 35, threatened him and his dog with a gun and he attacked Kjersem, first with a block of wood and then by stabbing him in the neck with a screwdriver. Abbey initially failed to tell investigators he used an axe in the attack as well, court records say. He also told officers he found the axe both inside and outside the tent. He told officers he rinsed the axe and screwdriver off in the creek, court records say.




Abbey said he did not report the fight because he had a felony record. He acknowledged taking a cooler of beer and guns from the crime scene and then returning the next day to look for a beanie he believed he might have left there. He told investigators he also took two cellphones and items out of Kjersem's truck, charging documents say.

An inmate information document released by Gallatin County says Abbey listed an organizational affiliation with white supremacists, while state Department of Corrections records say his tattoos include an iron cross with a swastika.
Abbey is jailed with his bail set at $1.5 million.
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                    FILE - In this image taken with a drone, Jason Kwapi operates a combine, at left, during soybean harvesting on the Voss farm near Palo, Iowa, Oct. 2, 2024. (Nick Rohlman/The Gazette via AP, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The American economy expanded at a healthy 2.8% annual pace from July through September on strong consumer spending and a surge in exports, the government said Wednesday, leaving unchanged its initial estimate of third-quarter growth.
U.S. gross domestic product -- the economy's output of goods and services -- slowed from the April-July rate of 3%, the Commerce Department reported Wednesday. 
But the GDP report still showed that the American economy -- the world's largest -- is proving surprisingly durable. Growth has topped 2% for eight of the last nine quarters.
Within the GDP data, a category that measures the economy's underlying strength rose at a solid 3.2% annual rate from July through September, up from 2.7% in the April-June quarter. This category includes consumer spending and private investment but excludes volatile items like exports, inventories and government spending. 

    


Still, American voters -- exasperated by high prices -- were unimpressed by the steady growth and chose this month to return Donald Trump to the White House to overhaul the nation's economic policies. He will be supported by Republican majorities in the House and Senate.




Consumer spending, which accounts for about 70% of U.S. economic activity, accelerated to a 3.5% annual pace last quarter, up from 2.8% in the April-June period and fastest growth since the fourth quarter of 2023. Exports also contributed to the third quarter's growth, increasing at a 7.5% rate, most in two years. Still, the third-quarter growth in both consumer spending and exports was lower than the Commerce Department initially estimated. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But growth in business investment slowed sharply on a drop in investment in housing and in nonresidential buildings such as offices and warehouses. By contrast, spending on equipment surged.
When he takes office next month, President-elect Trump will inherit an economy that looks broadly healthy. 

    


Growth is steady. Unemployment is low at 4.1%. Inflation, which hit a four-decade high 9.1% in June 2022, has fallen to 2.6%. That is still above the Federal Reserve's 2% target, but the central bank felt satisfied enough with the progress against inflation to cut its benchmark interest rate in September and again this month. Most Wall Street traders expect the Fed to cut rates again in December.
Wednesday's report also contained some encouraging news on inflation. The Federal Reserve's favored inflation gauge -- called the personal consumption expenditures index, or PCE -- rose at just a 1.5% annual pace last quarter, down from 2.5% in the second quarter. Excluding volatile food and energy prices, so-called core PCE inflation was 2.1%, down from 2.8% in the April-June quarter.
The public still feels inflation's sting: Prices are about 20% higher than they were in February 2021, just before inflation started picking up

Trump has promised an economic shakeup. On Monday, for example, he vowed to slap new import taxes on goods from China, Mexico and Canada. Mainstream economists view such taxes -- or tariffs -- as inflationary. That is because they are paid by U.S. importers, who then seek to pass along the higher costs to their customers.
Wednesday's report was the second of three looks at third-quarter GDP. The Commerce Department will issue the final report on Dec. 19.
___
This story has been corrected to show that consumer spending rose at the fastest pace since the fourth quarter, not the first quarter, of 2023. 
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- A Mississippi man and his sister were sentenced to prison for their roles in a murder-for-hire plot targeting their stepfather, federal prosecutors said.
Joshua Bryan, 29, and his sister, Regan Bryan, 30, both of Clinton, Mississippi, sought to hire a hit-man to kill their stepfather in order to obtain life insurance proceeds, the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Southern District of Mississippi said in a news release Tuesday.

Regan Bryan, who pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy to commit murder for hire, was sentenced to five years and five months in prison. Joshua Bryan was sentenced to 10 years in prison after being found guilty of conspiracy to commit murder for hire and murder for hire following a trial that ended last December.
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            Three people were killed and one seriously injured early Wednesday when a Tesla Cybertruck crashed and caught fire in Northern California.
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            FILE- A Tesla Cybertruck is on display at Tesla in Buena Park, Calif., on Sunday, Dec. 3, 2023. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel, File)
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                                        PIEDMONT, Calif. (AP) -- Three people were killed and one seriously injured early Wednesday when a Tesla Cybertruck crashed and caught fire in Northern California, officials said.
Piedmont Police Chief Jeremy Bowers said speed was likely a factor in the single-vehicle collision, but he added that authorities would continue to investigate the circumstances of the tragedy.
The Cybertruck's occupants had been driving back from a "function" around 3:10 a.m. Wednesday, but Bowers would not give additional details. Someone who also had been at the function, but was driving in a separate car, was able to pull the surviving victim out of the Cybertruck.
The chief would not release any identifying details of the victims, citing family privacy.
Although the police officers who responded were unable to douse the flames with their fire extinguishers, the fire department put the blaze out quickly. 

    


Piedmont Fire Chief Dave Brannigan said the speed in extinguishing the flames meant it was unlikely that the Cybertruck's large lithium-ion battery had caught fire. He called the incident "more along the lines of a typical car fire."




Bowers, addressing a question about recent Cybertruck recalls, said "there's no indication that there were mechanical effects that were the primary cause for the collision."
The Cybertruck, which has been on sale for about a year, has been recalled six times for safety problems, most recently on Nov. 5 because a fault in an electric inverter can cause the drive wheels to lose power.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Other recalls covered rearview camera images that don't activate immediately after shifting into reverse, trim pieces that can fall off, windshield wipers that can fail, and an incorrect font size on instrument panel warning lights. In April, the futuristic trucks were recalled to fix gas pedals that can get stuck in the interior trim.
The city of Piedmont is about 2.5 miles (4 km) northeast of Oakland.
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                                        MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) -- Two tax preparers submitted $65 million in false claims for refunds under programs designed to help businesses during the COVID-19 pandemic, federal prosecutors in Tennessee said Wednesday.
A federal grand jury indicted Renata Walton, 44, and Nicole Jones, 36, on more than 50 counts of wire fraud, money laundering, preparing false tax returns and obstruction of justice, the U.S. attorney's office in Memphis said in a news release. 
Walton and Jones, of Olive Branch, Mississippi, pleaded not guilty on Monday and were each released on $100,000 bond. Court records do not list lawyers for them, and their tax preparation business is closed "for the season," according to a phone message at the number for R&B Tax Express in Moscow, Tennessee.
Prosecutors said Walton and Jones filed for tax credits for their clients under the Employee Retention Credit and the Sick and Family Leave Credit, but their clients were not entitled to them. The clients received six-figure tax refunds, and they paid Walton and Jones large fees that they laundered through local banks, the indictment said.

    


The Employee Retention Credit is a refundable tax credit for certain eligible businesses and organizations that had employees and were affected during the pandemic. The Sick and Family Leave Credit provided tax credits to employers for wages paid for leave taken by workers who needed to recover from injury, disability, illness or conditions related to vaccinations.




Walton is also charged with submitting false Paycheck Protection Program and Economic Injury Disaster Loan applications to the Small Business Administration.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"In total, Walton and Jones filed fraudulent claims seeking over $65 million dollars," the news release said.

Both tax preparers were "put on notice" that the federal government was investigating them, but they continued to file false returns, the indictment said. Walton also encouraged her tax clients not to speak with Internal Revenue Service agents, the indictment said.
___
This story has been corrected to say that Walton and Jones pleaded not guilty on Monday. 
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            Mayor Patrick Rosenello stands next to a destroyed section of sand dune in North Wildwood N.J. on Jan. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry, FILE)
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            Amusement rides in neighboring Wildwood are visible from this recently widened beach in North Wildwood N.J. on Nov. 27, 2024, days before the city was to approve an agreement ending a decade-long battle with the state over the condition of the city's beaches. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            Mayor Patrick Rosenello points to the recently widened beach in North Wildwood, N.J. on Nov. 27, 2024, days before the city was to approve an agreement ending a decade-long battle with the state over the condition of the city's beaches. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            Sand cascades down the badly eroded face of a dune in North Wildwood, N.J. on Feb. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry, FILE)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 10 | 
            A beachgoer takes a photo of a severely eroded dune in North Wildwood, N.J. on Jan. 5, 2023 where a ramp down to the beach used to exist. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry, FILE)
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            Sand cascades down the badly eroded face of a dune in North Wildwood, N.J. on Feb. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry, FILE)
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            Sand cascades down the badly eroded face of a dune in North Wildwood, N.J. on Feb. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry, FILE)
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            This Feb. 24, 2023 photo shows severe erosion along the beachfront in North Wildwood, N.J. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry, FILE)
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            This Feb. 24, 2023 photo shows severe erosion along the beachfront in North Wildwood, N.J. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry, FILE)
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            Tire tracks cover the recently widened beach in North Wildwood, N.J. on Nov. 27, 2024, days before the city was to approve an agreement ending a decade-long battle with the state over the condition of the city's beaches. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            Amusement rides in neighboring Wildwood are visible from this recently widened beach in North Wildwood N.J. on Nov. 27, 2024, days before the city was to approve an agreement ending a decade-long battle with the state over the condition of the city's beaches. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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                                        NORTH WILDWOOD, N.J. (AP) -- A decadelong conflict over the condition of a New Jersey resort town's beaches, involving tens of millions of dollars in litigation and fines, could come to an end soon.
Patrick Rosenello, the mayor of North Wildwood, says his town has reached an agreement with the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection to drop claims on both sides and move forward with measures to widen beaches in the community, popular with tourists from the Philadelphia area.
The agreement, which is up for a vote Tuesday by North Wildwood's council, would resolve all outstanding disputes between the parties, the Republican mayor said. The tentative timing of the replenishment is sometime in 2025, he said.
The agreement includes canceling the $12 million New Jersey has fined North Wildwood for unauthorized beach repairs that the state says could actually worsen erosion. It also calls for the city to drop a lawsuit against the state seeking reimbursement for the $30 million it has spent trucking in sand for emergency repairs to eroded sections of its beach over the past decade.

    


"We agreed that we will concentrate on protecting our beaches instead of suing each other," Rosenello said Wednesday.




At the root of the dispute is the fact that North Wildwood is virtually the only Jersey Shore community that has yet to receive a full beach replenishment project from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Officials say difficulty in getting easements from affected property owners has contributed to the delay.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Erosion had become so bad in parts of North Wildwood that protective sand dunes were obliterated, leaving homes and businesses vulnerable to flooding and wave damage in the event of a major storm, At one point in January, Rosenello posed for photos on the beach with what was left of a dune barely reaching his knees.
The state Department of Transportation did an interim replenishment project last summer after Democratic Gov. Phil Murphy called the erosion in North Wildwood "shocking." Rosenello said that work has held up well in the ensuing months.

    


The environmental department declined to comment on the proposed agreement. Rosenello predicted it will be approved by the council and signed and sent to the state Tuesday.
In addition to ending the litigation, North Wildwood will contribute $1 million to the eventual cost of the federal beach replenishment project once it arrives in the city, and will pay $700,000 into a state water pollution control fund, the mayor said.
The agreement also lays out a clear regulatory path for North Wildwood to obtain the environmental permits it needs to carry out other shore protection work including extension of a sea wall.

On several occasions, North Wildwood carried out emergency repairs, including construction of an earlier bulkhead without approval from the state. Shawn LaTourette, New Jersey's environment protection commissioner, warned the town in 2023 that unauthorized work could have more serious consequences if it continues, including potential loss of future shore protection funding.
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC 
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                    A sign marking the intersection of Wall Street and South Street is shown in New York's Financial District on Tuesday, Nov. 26 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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                                        Technology stocks helped pull stocks lower on Wall Street Wednesday, handing the market its first loss in more than a week.
The S&P 500 fell 0.4%, even though more stocks in the index notched gains than ended lower. The loss snapped a seven-day winning streak for the benchmark index.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 0.3%, its first loss after five gains. The Dow and S&P 500 remain near the all-time highs they set on Tuesday.
The Nasdaq composite, which is heavily weighted with technology stocks, fell 0.6%.
Losses for tech heavyweights like Nvidia, Microsoft and Broadcom were the drag on the market. Semiconductor giant Nvidia fell 1.2%. Its huge value gives it outsized influence on market indexes. Microsoft fell 1.2% and Broadcom finished 3.1% lower.
Several personal computer makers also helped pull the market lower following their latest earnings reports.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Stock market today: Wall Street wavers as Big Tech stocks fall
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Seth Sutel reports on the latest market movements.

    


    


HP sank 11.4% after giving investors a weaker-than-expected earnings forecast for its current quarter. Dell slid 12.2% after its latest quarterly revenue fell short of Wall Street forecasts.
Gains for financial and health care companies helped temper the market's losses. Berkshire Hathaway rose 0.9% and Merck & Co. added 1.5%.




All told, the S&P 500 fell 22.89 points to 5,998.74, while the Dow dropped 138.25 points to 44,722.06. The Nasdaq fell 115.10 points to 19,060.48.
Traders also had their eye on new reports on the economy and inflation Wednesday.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The U.S. economy expanded at a healthy 2.8% annual pace from July through September, according to the Commerce Department, leaving its original estimate of third-quarter growth unchanged. The growth was driven by strong consumer spending and a surge in exports.
The update followed a report on Tuesday from the Conference Board that said confidence among U.S. consumers improved in November, but not by as much as economists expected.

    


Consumers have been driving economic growth, but the latest round of earnings reports from retailers shows a mixed and more cautious picture. 
Department store operator Nordstrom fell 8.1% after warning investors about a trend toward weakening sales that started in late October. Clothing retailer Urban Outfitters jumped 18.3% after beating analysts' third-quarter financial forecasts. Weeks earlier, retail giant Target gave investors a discouraging forecast for the holiday season, while Walmart provided a more encouraging forecast.
Consumers, though resilient, are still facing pressure from inflation. The latest update from the U.S. government shows that inflation accelerated last month. The personal consumption expenditures index, or PCE, rose to 2.3% in October from 2.1% in September. 
Overall, the rate of inflation has been falling broadly since it peaked more than two years ago. The PCE, which is the Federal Reserve's preferred measure of inflation, was just below 7.3% in June of 2022. Another measure of inflation, the consumer price index, peaked at 9.1% at the same time.
The latest inflation data, though, is a sign that the rate of inflation seems to be stalling as it falls to within range of the Fed's target of 2%. The central bank started raising its benchmark interest rate from near-zero in early 2022 to a two-decade high by the middle of 2023 and held it there in order to tame inflation.

    


The Fed started cutting its benchmark interest rate in September, followed by a second cut in November. Wall Street expects a similar quarter-point cut at the central bank's upcoming meeting in December.
"Today's data shouldn't change views of the likely path for disinflation, however bumpy," said David Alcaly, lead macroeconomic strategist at Lazard Asset Management. "But a lot of observers, probably including some at the Fed, are looking for reasons to get more hawkish on the outlook given the potential for inflationary policy change like new tariffs."
President-elect Donald Trump has said he plans to impose sweeping new tariffs on Mexico, Canada and China when he takes office in January. That could shock the economy by raising prices on a wide range of goods and accelerating the rate of inflation. Such a shift could prompt the Fed to rethink future cuts to interest rates.


    


Treasury yields slipped in the bond market. The yield on the 10-year Treasury fell to 4.25% from 4.30% late Tuesday. The yield on the two-year Treasury, which more closely follows expected actions by the Fed, fell to 4.22% from 4.25% late Tuesday.
U.S. markets will be closed Thursday for Thanksgiving, and will reopen for a half day on Friday.
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                                        GREENBELT, Md. (AP) -- One of two teenagers accused of injuring five teens in a Maryland shooting in April has been acquitted.
Defense attorney Tom Mooney said in a statement that his 16-year-old client was set to be released Wednesday.
"A young man has been acquitted today after spending more than six months in detention for a crime he did not commit," Mooney wrote in an email. "The youth, who cannot be named for legal reasons, was identified as a suspect soon after the incident, prompting law enforcement to concentrate their efforts on constructing a case against him rather than pursuing other potential suspects or exploring additional evidence."
A 14-year-old and 16-year-old were arrested after the shooting in a park in Greenbelt, Maryland, during an unsanctioned senior skip day party April 19. Mooney said that throughout the investigation, concerns arose that investigators placed undue focus on implicating his client, leading to a lack of thoroughness in pursuing other viable leads. 


    


"This investigative tunnel vision ultimately culminated in a trial where, after careful consideration of the evidence -- or lack thereof -- the court found him not guilty," Mooney wrote. "The presence of reasonable doubt played a crucial role in the verdict."
The other accused shooter is scheduled to go on trial in December, WJLA-TV reported.
Five teens were injured in the shooting. They were later released from the hospital.
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- A Detroit police officer has been placed on administrative duty in connection with a shooting that wounded two bystanders and a man who had pointed a gun at the officer during an illegal street party earlier this year.
An investigation shows that the officer fired five shots after police responded to a report of shots fired on the city's west side, Interim Police Chief Todd Bettison told reporters Wednesday.
Bettison said 93 shell casings and eight guns were recovered after the shooting. He received an analysis Monday of ballistics evidence that established two bystanders were struck by slugs fired from the officer's gun. Bettison added that, like all officer-involved shootings in Detroit, a warrant will be submitted to prosecutors.
An investigation into the June 1 shooting continues.
"Neighbors called 911 to report the incident -- one of them describing it as a mass shootout," Bettison said. "We know that there were a lot of shots fired at the scene. The scene was loud. People were screaming. Some were in pure distress."

    


One officer saw two people -- one wielding an assault-style rifle, the other a handgun, Bettison said.




"Officers were left to deal with an armed assailant standing amongst innocent partygoers," he said.
"The officer who fired shots issued loud verbal commands for the subject armed with the firearm to drop the gun," Bettison said. "The officer fired five rounds."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Two women, ages 23 and 20, were struck. The officer's intended target, a man, also was shot. He fled and later was hospitalized, but he has not been charged.

A fourth person also was shot during the street party. None of the wounds were considered life-threatening. Other suspects were being sought, Bettison said.
The officer is an eight-year veteran of the police department.
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                    FILE - The Hyundai logo is seen at a new and used vehicles dealership in Palatine, Ill., March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Hyundai is recalling more than 226,000 SUVs and small cars in the U.S. because the rearview camera image may not show up on the screens.
The recall covers certain Santa Fe and Elantra vehicles from the 2021 and 2022 model years.

Hyundai says in documents posted Wednesday by U.S. safety regulators that solder joints on a printed circuit board can develop cracks that can worsen over time and cause the cameras to fail. That can reduce visibility and increase the risk of injury to pedestrians.
Dealers will replace the cameras at no cost to owners, who will be notified by letters starting Jan. 19.
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                    FILE - Cole County Circuit Court Judge Jon Beetem asks questions during a hearing in Cole County Circuit Court in Jefferson City, Mo., May 23, 2018. (Julie Smith/The Jefferson City News-Tribune via AP, Pool)
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                                        COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) -- A law requiring Missouri voters to show government-issued photo identification to cast regular ballots will stand after a lower-court judge found it constitutional Tuesday.
Cole County Circuit Judge Jon Beetem's decision upholds the law, which was made possible by a 2016 voter-approved constitutional amendment allowing lawmakers to enact photo ID requirements.
"To maintain a secure system for voting, it only stands to reason that a photo ID should be essential," Missouri Republican Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft said in a statement praising the ruling.
Voter photo ID supporters such as Ashcroft say the practice prevents voter fraud and improves public confidence in election results. Voting rights advocates say getting the records needed to obtain proper photo identification can be challenging, especially for older voters and people with disabilities. 

    


The National Conference of State Legislatures reports 36 states request or require identification to vote, of which at least 21 ask for a photo ID.
Under Missouri's law, people without government-issued photo identification can cast provisional ballots to be counted if they return later that day with a photo ID or if election officials verify their signatures. 




The law also requires the state to provide a free photo identification card to those lacking one to vote.
Missouri's NAACP and League of Women Voters, along with two individual voters, sued to overturn the law in 2022. They argued that some voters faced substantial obstacles getting up-to-date and accurate government-issued photo IDs and worried that casting a provisional ballot could put them at higher risk of having their votes not counted. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Beetem initially dismissed the lawsuit, finding neither of the two individual voters "alleged a specific, concrete, non-speculative injury or legally protectable interest in challenging the photo ID requirement."

    


The Missouri ACLU and Missouri Voter Protection Coalition, who sued on behalf of the plaintiffs, in response added another voter to the lawsuit and asked Beetem again to find the voter ID requirement unconstitutional. 
Beetem noted in his Tuesday ruling that all of the individual plaintiffs have successfully voted since the law took effect.
"Their claim that their provisional ballots may be rejected is purely speculative," Beetem wrote. "In addition, the evidence at trial confirms that rejection rates for provisional ballots are low, and the rates specifically for signature-mismatch are exceedingly low."
He concluded that the law's rules on photo identification "protect the fundamental right to vote by deterring difficult to detect forms of voter fraud."
Lawyers for the plaintiffs said they will appeal Beetem's ruling.

"The League believes the state should be making it easier, not harder, for Missourians to exercise their fundamental right to vote," Missouri League of Women Voters President Marilyn McLeod said in a statement. "There's no evidence of voter impersonation in Missouri, so these restrictions don't make our elections any safer or more secure." 
The 2022 law also includes permits in-person voting for any reason two weeks before an election, a compromise negotiated by Senate Democrats. 
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                    This March 23, 2022 photo provided by the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation shows inmate Ronald D. Yandell, a leader of the Aryan Brotherhood prison gang, who is accused of attacking two officers the morning of Nov. 22, 2024 as they were transferring him back to his cell after an appointment at the prison's health building. (CDCR via AP)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A white supremacist prison gang leader is accused in the attempted homicide of two officers at the California State Prison in Sacramento, authorities said Tuesday. 
Ronald D. Yandell, a leader of the Aryan Brotherhood prison gang, allegedly attacked two officers last Friday morning as they were transferring him back to his cell after an appointment at the prison's health building.
Prison officials say he drew an "improvised weapon" against the officers. He dropped the weapon after an officer used pepper spray and was restrained and removed without further incident, officials said. No staff was injured.
Yandell is serving a life sentence without the possibility of parole for first-degree murder and voluntary manslaughter. He arrived at the prison in 2004. The case will be referred to the county district attorney's office for possible felony prosecution, officials said.

    


Yandell's lawyer did not immediately respond to an emailed request for comment.
The Aryan Brotherhood is a violent white supremacist gang formed within California state prisons in the late 1960s that has since spread in the federal prison system. Authorities have spent decades trying to bring down the organization.




In 2019, following a multiyear investigation, Yandell was charged in the killing of several inmates that officials say included a member of a rival gang as well as Aryan Brotherhood associates who did not follow the rules. Federal officials said he was part of the gang's three-member leadership commission. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A jury in April found him guilty of several counts of murder and conspiracy to commit murder in aid of racketeering, as well as several counts related to the distribution of heroin and methamphetamine.
Officials said Yandell and his cellmate oversaw a significant heroin and methamphetamine trafficking operation and used smuggled-in cellphones to directed murders and drug trafficking in Sacramento and other California cities, while also controlling the membership of the Aryan Brotherhood.


    


One of the rival gang members killed at the direction of Yandell was Hugo Pinell, a purported leader of the Black Guerilla Family gang and infamous member of the San Quentin 6, with which he helped to slit the throats of San Quentin prison guards during a failed 1971 escape attempt. 
Pinell, who long denied any gang connection, was killed days after being moved out of isolation.
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                                        LAFAYETTE, La. (AP) -- A federal grand jury has indicted a Louisiana police chief on a civil rights violation for allegedly using unreasonable force and injuring a person who was being detained, prosecutors said.
Sunset Police Chief Luis Enrique Padilla, also known as Louis Padilla, is accused of handcuffing a person without legal justification during an investigation on Dec. 1, 2023, and reportedly forcefully twisted the person's thumb and wrist, causing injury, the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Western District of Louisiana said in a news release Tuesday.
Padilla was arrested after the indictment was returned. He appeared Tuesday before U.S. Magistrate Judge Carol B. Whitehurst and entered a plea of not guilty, the U.S. Attorney's Office said. He was released on a $30,000 bond with conditions, including no contact with witnesses or the alleged victim and no possession of firearms. 

    


A person who answered the telephone at the Sunset Police Department said the police chief had no comment regarding his arrest. When asked about his employment status, the person disconnected the call. The Federal Public Defender's Office was appointed to represent Padilla, according to the U.S. Attorney's Office, but no one was available Wednesday to discuss the case.




If convicted, Padilla faces up to 10 years in prison. 
Padilla served as police chief in Sunset, in St. Landry Parish, from 1999 to 2002, when he was defeated by Alexcie Guillory in the 2001 election. Padilla ran for the office again in 2014 and was elected with 53% of the vote, The Advocate reported. 

During the campaign, Padilla was arrested on a charge of impersonating a police officer for allegedly identifying himself as the Sunset police chief. After he won in the runoff, prosecutors did not pursue the charges against him, the newspaper said.
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                    Border Patrol Chaplaincy program manager Spencer Hatch teaches during the Border Patrol Chaplain Academy class, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Dania Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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                                        DANIA BEACH, Florida (AP) -- Border Patrol agents are tasked with enforcing hotly contested immigration policies as many Americans at both ends of the political spectrum look askance at the border -- and the agents.
That's taking a mounting toll, so the agency is training more among its ranks to become chaplains and provide spiritual care for their fellow agents on and off the job.
"That's a really hard thing to deal with, as things tend to flip from one side to the other, and we're still in the crossfire," said Border Patrol assistant chief and chaplaincy program manager Spencer Hatch.
Who's a Border Patrol chaplain? 
Unlike the police or military, which recruit faith leaders to serve as chaplains, the Border Patrol trains mostly lay agents endorsed by their faith denominations to become chaplains through a 2.5 week academy.
Their numbers have grown to about 240 from 130 four years ago. Three times a year, an academy is held at a different Border Patrol station. About a dozen Border Patrol personnel, plus a few Fish and Wildlife Service and Bureau of Land Management officers, graduated from the most recent academy, held near Miami earlier this month.
The program, and a nonreligious, mental-health focused peer support program, were started by grassroots efforts in the 1990s. Chaplains stay in their regular jobs, but are on call to assist.

    


What do agents wrestle with?
Border Patrol agents say they're motivated by the desire to protect U.S. borders from security threats, including the powerful cartels that control much of the border dynamics. They also often rescue migrants lost and dying in the harsh deserts that line the southern U.S. border.
But many agents feel the American public sees them as obstacles to migrants seeking a better life in the United States. They often tell their children to say their parent does "government work" for fear of reprisals, especially in the border communities where they live.
That dissonance between upholding a duty they feel proud of, and getting called "terrible names" for it, adds an emotional toll to the already dangerous, often isolating work the agents do.
That's where the chaplains come in -- to help their fellow 20,000 agents cope and prevent the trauma from degenerating into family crises, addiction or even suicide. 
What do Border Patrol chaplains do?
While most chaplains are Christian, with a smattering of Muslim and Jewish agents, they don't offer faith-specific worship and only bring up religion if the person they're helping does first.
Rather, they are a comforting presence during critical moments like assisting a suicidal colleague, notifying a family their loved one was killed on the job, and counseling those dealing with addiction, survivor guilt and other traumas.
Those are the scenarios that chaplains-in-training practice role-playing at the academy. They also learn about communication and family dynamics, because constant redeployments -- some up to 9 times over 18 months during the record border crossings early in the Biden administration -- affect their families too.
Hatch teaches about the need to maintain both the "hypervigilance" of law enforcement and the humanitarian instinct to empathize with fellow agents as well as migrants. 

    


Many agents say they are especially affected by the plight of migrant children at the hands of smugglers.
"One tries to give them support within the limits of what your work allows. I always have the biggest smile," said a newly minted chaplain, Yaira Santiago, a former schoolteacher who runs a Border Patrol migrant processing center in Southern California.
By relying on their faith, their commitment to help their colleagues, and their training, chaplains can make a difference. 
"Even in moments of uncertainty, your presence is often enough," said Matt Kiniery, an agent in El Paso, Texas, for 15 years and a graduate of the latest chaplain academy.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                                        DECATUR, Ga. (AP) -- Two police officers shot in a neighborhood outside Atlanta are both expected to survive their injuries, authorities said Wednesday afternoon.
The officers were responding to a 911 call in a subdivision in DeKalb County, just southeast of Atlanta, shortly after 11 a.m. Wednesday, DeKalb County Police Chief Mirtha Ramos said.
One officer was shot in the upper leg area, and the other in the foot, she said.
"Early indications are there will be a full recovery" for both officers, DeKalb County Chief Executive Officer Michael Thurmond said at a Wednesday afternoon briefing.
Both officers were at Grady Memorial Hospital in Atlanta for observation, Ramos said.
Officers were sent to the home after a 911 call was placed, and dispatchers could hear arguing in the background, Ramos said. A woman told police that her 20-year-old son was acting aggressively, the chief said.

    


As officers went to confront the man, Ramos said he fired several shots at the officers through a bedroom door inside the home.
Ramos said one of the officers continued to pursue the man even after being shot, and took him into custody as other officers arrived to help in the arrest. He was being interviewed by investigators Wednesday afternoon, she said. There was no immediate information about possible charges.

"Thanksgiving, it's a time to grateful and blessed. And we are grateful and blessed today that our officers will be able to spend Thanksgiving with their families," Ramos said.
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            At least 11 employees were taken to hospitals after an explosion on Tuesday at a Louisville, Kentucky, business that produces natural color for foods and drinks. (AP video by Dylan Lovan)
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            The area is closed off showing damage from an explosion at the Givaudan Color Sense plant in Louisville, Ky. on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Dylan Lovan)
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            A massive piece of debris that flew from the Givaudan Color Sense plant after an explosion is pictured on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024 in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Dylan Lovan)
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            A residential fence near a Louisville, Kentucky, plant that exploded is pictured on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Dylan Lovan)
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                                        LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -- Two neighbors of a Kentucky plant that was the site of a massive explosion are suing the company, saying the blast earlier this month damaged their homes and caused emotional trauma.
Edward Roberts and Ana Carolina Gomez Bridge filed a lawsuit Tuesday against Givaudan Flavors Corporation and its parent company, Givaudan U.S. They say the company was negligent leading up to the Nov. 12 explosion of a cooking vessel inside the plant that destroyed the building, killed two workers and flung debris into nearby yards and homes. The two residents live in the same home that backs up to the plant.
"Givaudan failed miserably to operate their business responsibly, and the consequences were catastrophic," Tad Thomas, a Louisville lawyer representing the two residents, said in a media release. 
The company has said they are liable for damages to the surrounding homes. The company's president, Ann Leonard, said in a community meeting last week that it is likely the plant will be moved out of the neighborhood and rebuilt elsewhere.

    


Last week, the family of one of the plant workers who died in the blast hired lawyers who said they are exploring a lawsuit. Another lawsuit filed against the company last week was from a food delivery driver who was in the area when the explosion happened. Charles Fowler said in the lawsuit that the blast triggered post-traumatic stress disorder from his service during the Iraq war. 




Dozens of homes around the plant had their windows shattered, and the percussion from the blast knocked pictures off walls and cracked drywall in some homes. Some residents at the community meeting told the company their children were traumatized by the sound.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In 911 calls obtained by The Associated Press this week, residents complain of a loud sound and smoke after the afternoon explosion.
In one call, a woman reported that she heard "some sort of explosion" outside her home. "It shook the house," she said. 

    


In another call, a man reported that "a building just like exploded nearby" and described in detail what he heard and saw. 
"There was a huge blast," he said. "The lights flickered and there's a bunch of smoke coming out of" the plant. "It smells like something blew up," he added.
According to the latest lawsuit, Roberts was in the basement when the blast happened, knocking out windows and causing foundation damage. Both Roberts and Bridge said they "have been experiencing physical pain and suffering," and Bridge "has suffered severe emotional distress, requiring her to pursue necessary therapeutic care and treatment," the lawsuit said.

The lawsuit also says that employees had warned the company about the vessel overheating, but Givaudan failed to take any corrective action and continued operations.
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                    FILE - The Rikers Island jail complex is shown in the Bronx borough of New York, on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)


                

            
        

        
    

    

            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            LARRY NEUMEISTER, MICHAEL R. SISAK and JAKE OFFENHARTZ

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A judge on Wednesday found New York City in contempt for failing to staunch violence and brutality at its jails, a scathing ruling that puts the troubled Rikers Island jail complex on the verge of a federal takeover.
In a written decision, U.S. District Judge Laura Taylor Swain in Manhattan said the city had placed incarcerated people in "unconstitutional danger" by failing to comply with 18 separate provisions of court orders pertaining to security, staffing, supervision, use of force and the safety of young detainees.
The long-squalid conditions have worsened significantly in the nine years since the city settled abuse and violence claims, she wrote, exacerbated by jail leadership's "unwillingness or inability" to implement ordered reforms.
As a result, Swain ordered the city and lawyers suing on behalf of detainees to confer with a court-appointed monitor on a proposed framework for a federal receivership -- an extraordinary intervention that would cede city control of one of the nation's largest, most notorious jail systems.

    


Mayor Eric Adams, who has vehemently opposed a federal takeover, said on Wednesday that the city had made "significant progress towards addressing the decades-long neglect and issues on Rikers Island."




"We are proud of our work, but recognize there is more to be done and look forward to working with the federal monitoring team on our shared goal of continuing to improve the safety of everyone in our jails," his statement continued. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But in her ruling, Swain found the administration's efforts were "insufficient to turn the tide within a reasonable period." The city appears to have acted in bad faith at times in its failure to comply with court-ordered reforms, repeatedly "withholding essential information" from the monitor, she wrote.
"The Court is inclined to impose a receivership: namely, a remedy that will make the management of the use of force and safety aspects of the Rikers Island jails ultimately answerable directly to the Court," Swain wrote, ordering the sides to provide her by Jan. 14 a plan for an "efficient, effective receivership."

    


Under a federal receivership, control of some or all city jail functions would shift to a court-appointed receiver, streamlining decision making on things like staffing, contracts and policies while working to improve safety and compliance with ordered reforms. It would not involve a takeover by the Justice Department, nor would the city's jails become part of the federal Bureau of Prisons.
Swain's 65-page ruling stemmed from litigation that started more than a decade ago with allegations by a public defender organization, the Legal Aid Society, and others that the city's Department of Correction had engaged in a pattern of excessive and unnecessary force.
The Legal Aid Society and law firm Emery Celli Brinckerhoff Abady Ward & Maazel LLP hailed the "historic decision" and said it "will finally create a pathway for reform that can protect those who have been failed" by jail leadership.

    


"The court's recognition that the current structure has failed, and that receivership free from political and other external influences is the path forward, can ensure that all New Yorkers, regardless of incarceration status, are treated with the respect and dignity guaranteed to them under the law," they said.
In a separate statement, Benny Boscio, the president of the union representing correction officers, claimed the ruling was based on an "erroneous narrative," adding that jail staff had been "defunded, short staffed, scapegoated and handcuffed" by city lawmakers and the federal monitor.
For now, barring further action from Swain, the city remains in control of its jails.
The jail complex, which is housed on a hard-to-reach island in the East River, has long suffered from rampant disorder and neglect. But rates of violence, use of force, self-harm, and deaths in custody in city jails have gotten "demonstrably worse" since the city and parties agreed in October 2015 to a settlement, consent decree and the appointment of a federal monitor, Swain said.

    


"Worse still, the unsafe and dangerous conditions in the jails, which are characterized by unprecedented rates of use of force and violence, have become normalized despite the fact that they are clearly abnormal and unacceptable," the judge wrote.
Nineteen people died in custody at Rikers Island in 2022. Nine more died in 2023, and five died in the first eight months of this year. At the same time, rates of stabbings and slashings, fights, assaults on staff "remain extraordinarily high," Swain said.
There has been "no substantial reduction in the risk of harm currently facing those who live and work in the Rikers Island jails," the judge wrote.

Under a plan approved by the city council in 2019, New York City is legally required to shutter Rikers Island and replace it with four smaller and more modern jails by 2027. But as the jail population has grown in recent years, Adams, a Democrat, has voiced resistance to the closure, urging lawmakers to come up with a "Plan B." Earlier this year, the city's budget director acknowledged that officials would likely not meet the mandated deadline. 
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- A small town in Massachusetts has rallied behind a well-known community member who is developmentally disabled, after authorities say he was badly beaten by a group of teenagers last month. 
Four teens were charged this week in connection with the attack. Three 15-year-olds and a 14-year-old have been indicted in the beating of Christopher "Ducky" Anderson, the Essex County district attorney's office announced Tuesday. Warrants were issued for two more juveniles in the attack. 
Anderson was transported to a local hospital with broken ribs and other injuries, after authorities say the teens led him into the woods where they kicked him and threw a bike on him. 
City detectives and school police officers worked closely with District Attorney Paul F. Tucker's office to identify the teenagers who were involved and hold them accountable, Tucker said in a statement. The four teens were identified by authorities but The Associated Press is not naming them because of their age.

    


Danvers Police Chief Jamie Lovell thanked Anderson, his family and the community "for their unwavering support, patience, and understanding during this challenging process."




The beating inspired residents to offer their support for Anderson, according to NBC10 Boston, including a visit from firefighters and a fundraiser for him. Many recalled how he is a regular presence in the town of more than 28,000.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Days after the attack, residents crowded a Select Board meeting to demand police do more about 10 to 15 teenagers in town who one resident told the board "run amok." Several people, including Anderson, spoke.
"It just breaks my heart every day," Anderson told the board, wiping away tears. "And I can't sleep at night time. And it's hard. Can you guys do more for me, please?"

Anderson's mother Antoinette Anderson told the board that she "wanted something done" about the teens "who go and damn near kill my son." But she later told NBC10 that she was inspired by the support her son got from the community.
"I cannot believe how well they have treated him," she said.
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Ohio's attorney general will appeal a ruling that struck down the most far-reaching of the state's laws restricting abortion. 
A county judge in October determined that last year's voter-approved amendment enshrining reproductive rights effectively made the so-called heartbeat law unconstitutional. The law banning most abortions once cardiac activity is detected -- as early as six weeks into pregnancy, before many women know they're pregnant -- had been paused pending the challenge.
Republican Attorney General Dave Yost on Friday filed a notice of appeal with the court. His office said there are provisions in the law that aren't addressed in the constitutional amendment. 
"It is up to the courts to determine how conflicts between those two documents are resolved," said Bethany McCorkle, a spokesperson for Yost. 
Yost acknowledged in earlier court filings that the amendment rendered the Ohio ban unconstitutional, but sought to maintain other elements of the 2019 law, including certain notification and reporting provisions.


    


Hamilton County Common Pleas Judge Christian Jenkins said in his ruling that retaining those provisions would have subjected doctors who perform abortions to felony criminal charges, fines, license suspensions or revocations, and civil claims of wrongful death -- and required patients to make two in-person visits to their provider, wait 24 hours for the procedure and have their abortion recorded and reported.
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            This photo released by the Birmingham Police Department, shows Damien McDaniel, 22, who is charged with capital murder in two separate quadruple homicides that took place in July and Sept., 2024. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)
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            This photo released by the Birmingham Police Department, shows Hatarius Woods, 27, who is charged with capital murder in a quadruple homicide that took place in July. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Alabama man charged in September mass shooting faces more murder charges in July quadruple homicide

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            This photo released by the Birmingham Police Department, shows Damien McDaniel, 22, who is charged with capital murder in two separate quadruple homicides that took place in July and Sept., 2024. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    This photo released by the Birmingham Police Department, shows Damien McDaniel, 22, who is charged with capital murder in two separate quadruple homicides that took place in July and Sept., 2024. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            This photo released by the Birmingham Police Department, shows Hatarius Woods, 27, who is charged with capital murder in a quadruple homicide that took place in July. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    This photo released by the Birmingham Police Department, shows Hatarius Woods, 27, who is charged with capital murder in a quadruple homicide that took place in July. (Birmingham Police Department via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            SAFIYAH RIDDLE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- An Alabama man charged with killing four people in September has now been charged with capital murder in a separate quadruple homicide that took place in July, according to law enforcement officials. 
Damien McDaniel, 22, has been arrested and charged with capital murder in connection with the July 13 mass shooting outside of a nightclub in Birmingham that left four people dead and 10 others wounded, Officer Truman Fitzgerald announced at a press conference Tuesday evening. McDaniel is also accused of three separate fatal shootings that took place on three separate days in August and September. 
Another man, Hatarius Woods, 27, was also charged with capital murder in connection with the July mass shooting. 
"These individuals started back in July, and they did not stop from September," said Fitzgerald. "We often say on these crime scenes that we have a few select criminals that add to this crime and give Birmingham a bad name."

    


Woods and McDaniel are allegedly responsible for approximately 30% of all homicides that took place in the city between July and September, Fitzgerald said. Attorneys for Woods and McDaniel did not respond to emailed requests for comment. 




Including the charges announced Tuesday, McDaniel is accused of killing 11 people and wounding 29 others in five separate incidents over two months -- one of those charges is in connection with the Sept. 21 mass shooting outside of a different nightclub, where four people were fatally shot and 17 others injured.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Fitzgerald said on Tuesday that there were "multiple shooters" in the September mass shooting, and the investigation is ongoing. The September shooting was Birmingham's third mass shooting of the year. 
Birmingham surpassed the decades-long homicide record set in 2022 after a fatal shooting Sunday marked the 145th homicide in 2024. 
In a 30-minute long video released Tuesday night, Birmingham Mayor Randall Woodfin sat in front of a table with 145 guns on it to represent the number of homicides in the city since the beginning of the year. He implored state legislators to help him address the rampant gun violence across the city. 

    


"Even if I give you more officers on our streets, people are still legally allowed to drive around with these types of guns," Woodfin said, gesturing to the guns in front of him. Woodfin said he supported the Second Amendment but also wanted to let voters across the city decide whether to place more restrictions on gun permitting. 
"If I was a betting man, I would believe the residents of Birmingham have had enough of this and want to see more gun safety laws in place that protect people in Birmingham, but that has to come from a level higher than me," Woodfin said.
___

Safiyah Riddle is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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                                        Montana Secretary of State Christi Jacobsen emailed Cascade County commissioners in February as they considered candidates for the elections administrator position.
Jacobsen urged them not to hire Rina Fontana Moore, a Democrat, or any member of her administration. Fontana Moore ran elections for 16 years as the county's clerk and recorder.
An investigator from the Montana Department of Labor and Industry's Human Rights Bureau recently concluded, according to a report obtained by Montana Free Press, that reasonable cause existed to support Fontana Moore's allegation of political discrimination. Furthermore, the investigator determined that it was Austin James, Jacobsen's election director, who convinced Jacobsen to take the unusual step of weighing in on the county matter.
That February, Cascade County commissioners interviewed four candidates, including Moore and her longtime election manager Lynn DeRoche, for the elections administrator job after relieving Clerk and Recorder Sandra Merchant of those duties. They held public interviews on Feb. 6.

    


On Feb. 14, Jacobsen sent an email to Commissioners Joe Briggs, Rae Grulkowski and Jim Larson.




"Please do not hire Ms. Moore or a member of her administration as Cascade County's Election Administrator," Jacobsen, a Republican, wrote. "Doing so would directly undermine the voters of Cascade County, among other reasons."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The next day, commissioners announced a unanimous decision to appoint Terry Thompson, the former CEO of the Great Falls Association of Realtors.
In testimony to a Human Rights Bureau investigator, Jacobsen stated that she doesn't often interact with county election administrators and didn't recall how she learned about the change of leadership in Great Falls. Fontana Moore was "not on her radar," according to the report.
The documents state that James, the election director, made a "compelling case" to weigh in against Fontana Moore and suggested writing the email.

    


James began work for the Secretary of State's Office in 2019 as an attorney before moving to elections director. He told the state investigator that Fontana Moore was the subject of "more than one" complaint from citizens for her conduct and that the office was behind on "voter cancellations." He also noted that Fontana Moore was critical of the ElectMT election software, which replaced the older system in January 2023. 
Fontana Moore participated in the development and testing of ElectMT.
Moreover, James believed that Fontana Moore should not be appointed election administrator because she lost her 2022 reelection to Merchant for clerk and recorder. Not hiring Fontana Moore for this reason would maintain the "integrity of the process," according to the investigator's report.
MTFP requested comments from Jacobsen and James. Secretary of State spokesperson Richie Melby sent a brief statement.
"Due to the ongoing nature of the proceeding, the SOS Office is unable to comment on the baseless allegations," Melby wrote in an email.
In determining discrimination based on political belief, the Human Rights Bureau investigator noted that James and Jacobsen believed the hiring of Fontana Moore would undermine the 2022 clerk and recorder election. 

    


"Until there is guidance to the contrary, if an employer takes an adverse act against an applicant because she was not elected, this looks like a form of political belief discrimination," Bureau Chief Marieke Beck wrote in the investigation report.
In addition, the report said that Jacobsen's position as Montana's top election administrator meant that her opinion "carries a gravitas" that was different from someone else weighing in on the hiring decision.
All of this led the bureau to find there was reasonable cause that political discrimination occurred.
Speaking to MTFP, Fontana Moore said that she is no longer working with an attorney due to mounting legal fees. She said that a hearing will conclude the case, but it's unclear if any damages will be awarded.
"I'm glad that it's over," Fontana Moore said. "I did the very best that I could do in the 16 years that I was in office, and I wanted to continue that work."

    


Fontana Moore filed the discrimination case 11 days after commissioners chose Thompson to lead the elections department. The same case also made allegations of discrimination against the three county commissioners -- Briggs, Larson and Grulkowski -- as well as Cascade County. 
Commissioners voted on Oct. 4 to settle the case brought by Fontana Moore for $52,500. An attorney retained by the county told commissioners that an investigator would likely determine that there was reasonable cause, which would open up the county to a potentially larger settlement. Grulkowski voted against the settlement.

After applying for the election administrator position, Fontana Moore spent much of 2024 running for a legislative seat in House District 20. She lost to Melissa Nikolakakos.
___
This story was originally published by Montana Free Press and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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            Massachusetts man who spent 27 years in prison on wrongful murder conviction describes deep losses and reacts after jury awarded him $13 million, but laws limited payout to $1 million (AP Video shot and produced by Rodrique Ngowi.)
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            Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, stands near his pigeons at the home of his sister, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Billerica, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Pigeons belonging to Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., stand together in a cage Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Billerica, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, brings feed to his pigeons at the home of his sister, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Billerica, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, holds his six-year-old Yorkshire terrier "Buddy" while speaking with a reporter from The Associated Press at his attorney's office, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Framingham, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 8 | 
            Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, displays one of his pigeons while speaking with a reporter from The Associated Press, at the home of his sister, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Billerica, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        A Massachusetts man wrongfully convicted of murder was awarded $13 million. He won't get all of it

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 8

                                    
                                    Massachusetts man who spent 27 years in prison on wrongful murder conviction describes deep losses and reacts after jury awarded him $13 million, but laws limited payout to $1 million (AP Video shot and produced by Rodrique Ngowi.)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 8 | 
            Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, stands near his pigeons at the home of his sister, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Billerica, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 8

                                    
                                    Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, stands near his pigeons at the home of his sister, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Billerica, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 8 | 
            Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, speaks to a reporter from The Associated Press at his attorney's office, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Framingham, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8

                                    
                                    Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, speaks to a reporter from The Associated Press at his attorney's office, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Framingham, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 8 | 
            Pigeons belonging to Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., stand together in a cage Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Billerica, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8

                                    
                                    Pigeons belonging to Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., stand together in a cage Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Billerica, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, speaks to a reporter from The Associated Press at his attorney's office, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Framingham, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8

                                    
                                    Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, speaks to a reporter from The Associated Press at his attorney's office, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Framingham, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 8 | 
            Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, brings feed to his pigeons at the home of his sister, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Billerica, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8

                                    
                                    Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, brings feed to his pigeons at the home of his sister, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Billerica, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 8 | 
            Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, holds his six-year-old Yorkshire terrier "Buddy" while speaking with a reporter from The Associated Press at his attorney's office, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Framingham, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8

                                    
                                    Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, holds his six-year-old Yorkshire terrier "Buddy" while speaking with a reporter from The Associated Press at his attorney's office, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Framingham, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 8 | 
            Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, displays one of his pigeons while speaking with a reporter from The Associated Press, at the home of his sister, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Billerica, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 8

                                    
                                    Michael Sullivan, 64, of Lowell, Mass., who was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 and spend years in jail before being ruled innocent, displays one of his pigeons while speaking with a reporter from The Associated Press, at the home of his sister, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in Billerica, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            MICHAEL CASEY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        FRAMINGHAM, Mass. (AP) -- For the nearly three decades that he was behind bars, Michael Sullivan's mother and four siblings died, his girlfriend moved on with her life and he was badly beaten in several prison attacks.
All for a murder he long insisted he never committed.
Earlier this month, the 64-year-old Sullivan got a degree of justice when a Massachusetts jury ruled that he was innocent of the 1986 murder and robbery of Wilfred McGrath. He was awarded $13 million -- though state regulations cap rewards at $1 million for wrongful convictions. The jury also found a state police chemist falsely testified at the trial though his testimony isn't what guaranteed Sullivan's conviction. 
It's the latest in a string of convictions that have been overturned in the state in recent years.
"The most important thing is finding me innocent of the murder, expunging it from my record," said Sullivan, speaking at the Framingham, Massachusetts, office of his lead attorney Michael Heineman. "The money, of course, will be very helpful to me."

    


A spokesman for the Massachusetts attorney general said, "We respect the jury's verdict and are evaluating whether an appeal is appropriate."




Sullivan was convicted of murder and armed robbery in 1987 after police say McGrath was robbed and beaten and his body dumped behind an abandoned supermarket.
Authorities zeroed in on Sullivan after they learned his sister had been out with McGrath the night before the murder and the two had gone to the apartment she shared with Sullivan. Another suspect in the murder, Gary Grace, implicated Sullivan and had his murder charges dropped. Grace testified at the trial that Sullivan was wearing a purple jacket the night of the murder and a former State Police chemist testified that he found blood on the jacket and a hair consistent with McGrath, not Sullivan's. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Sullivan was found guilty and sentenced to life in prison. Grace, meanwhile, pleaded guilty to accessory after a murder, and was sentenced to 6 years. Emil Petrla, who beat McGrath and helped dispose of his body, pleaded to second-degree murder. He was sentenced to life in prison with the possibility of parole but he died in prison. 

    


"I couldn't believe I was convicted of murder," Sullivan said, recalling prosecutors mentioned the purple jacket five times in their closing argument. "My mother was crying in the courtroom, my brother was crying. I was crying. It was very hard for me and my family."
Prison would prove a nightmare for Sullivan. He had his nose almost bitten off in one attack and nearly lost an ear in another. And because he was a lifer, the prison system didn't allow him to take any classes to gain much-needed skills
"It's very hard on a person, especially when you know you're innocent," Sullivan said. "And prison is a bad life, you know. Prison is a tough life."
But in 2011, Sullivan's fortunes changed dramatically.
Sullivan's attorney requested DNA testing -- which had not been available for the first trial -- that found no blood on the coat. The testing also found substances on the coat did not contain McGrath's DNA and could not determine if the hair found on a jacket belonged to him. 

    


Dana Curhan, a Boston attorney who represented Sullivan from 1992 until 2014 and pushed for the DNA testing, said Sullivan had always told him McGrath's blood wasn't on the jacket. But he was surprised to learn there wasn't any blood, which undermined the prosecutor's argument that Sullivan had beaten McGrath into a "blood pulp."
"At the prosecutor's closing, he essentially said, 'Hey, if he wasn't the one who did it, why did they find blood on both of cuffs of the jacket?'" Curhan said. "He kept repeating that. Now, we don't have any blood nor a DNA match. You would expect someone doing what he was alleged to have done to be covered in blood. There is no blood. That really was the case."
A new trial was ordered in 2012 and Sullivan was released in 2013. He spent the first six months on home confinement and had to wear an electronic monitoring bracelet for years.

    


"When I walked out the front door, I was in an emotional state, he said.
 In 2014, the Supreme Judicial Court upheld a decision to grant Sullivan a new trial and, in 2019, the state decided against retrying the case. At the time, Middlesex District Attorney Marian Ryan said it was virtually impossible for her office to successfully retry the case against Sullivan given the deaths of some witnesses, and a diminishment of the memories of other potential witnesses.
Sullivan admits he "shut down" after he was released and, to this day, struggles to function in a world that changed dramatically while he was in prison. Before he was arrested, he had worked at a peanut factory and had planned to go to school to become a truck driver and eventually work for his brother who owned a trucking company. 

    


Instead, he left prison with no job prospects and little hope of finding work. He still can't use a computer and mostly helps his sister with odd jobs. His girlfriend, whom he had known since he was 12, would visit him for a decade in prison but eventually "had to go on with her life."
"I'm still really not adjusted to the outside world," Sullivan said, adding that he spends much of his time with his Yorkshire terrier Buddy and pigeons that he keeps at his sister's house. 
"It's hard for me," he said. "I don't go nowhere. I'm scared all the time ... I'm pretty much a loner."
Sullivan's sister, Donna Faria, said the family "never for a minute" believed that he killed McGrath. They were at the trial in support and would talk with Sullivan twice a week while he was in prison and visit him every few months.
But Faria laments all that Sullivan lost while in prison, noting he "never had kids, never married like the rest of us did."
"If he didn't have me, my brother would have been walking the streets like a lot of the homeless people," Faria said. "It's almost like he don't trust people. If he is around his family, he feels safe. If he is not, he doesn't."
These days, Sullivan spends most of his time at Faria's house in Billerica, Massachusetts, and often does her family's laundry like he did for fellow inmates while in prison. Despite the jury award, Sullivan doesn't expect that his life will change all that much.

Sullivan will treat himself to a new truck but said he wants to save most of the money to ensure his nieces and nephews have what they need when they turn 21. Sullivan hasn't been getting any therapy for the hardship he endured but his attorney Heineman said he plans to ask the court, as part of the judgment, to provide him with therapy and educational services.
"They'll have money. That will make me very happy," he said. "The most important thing is my nieces and nephews -- taking care of them."
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            Scaffolding is still clinging to Notre-Dame cathedral, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Cranes and workers' facilities are seen along Notre-Dame cathedral, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            A workers walks on scaffolding at Notre-Dame cathedral, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            People walk by a security perimeter next to Notre-Dame cathedral, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Tourists watch Notre-Dame cathedral from behind a security perimeter, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            A painting showing Notre-Dame cathedral is seen along the Seine river bank, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            People stroll by book sellers in front of Notre-Dame cathedral, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Cranes and workers' facilities are seen behind Notre-Dame cathedral, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Cranes are seen by Notre-Dame cathedral, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- The bells of Notre Dame are chiming again, but scaffolding still clinging to the cathedral's exterior is puzzling some Parisians, who question whether its grand post-blaze reopening is more symbolic than substantive.
When French President Emmanuel Macron inspects the rebuilding work on Friday, in his final tour of the construction site, he'll see the renovated interiors with his own eyes. But he also won't be able to miss the construction work and cranes that clutter the exterior of the nearly 900-year-old monument.
The day after the April 2019 blaze that destroyed the spire and roof, Macron pledged that "we will rebuild the cathedral to be even more beautiful, and I want it to be completed within five years."
The reality has proven more complex.
While the interior will be ready to host visitors and the faithful on Dec. 8 for the first time since 2019, scaffolding at the base of the newly-restored spire will remain into 2025 and for another three years on the monument's east side, Philippe Jost, who is masterminding the reconstruction, told The Associated Press this month.




Unfinished exterior puzzles some Parisians
The blaze and rebuilding that turned the cathedral into a no-go zone for the public left a literal hole in the heart of Paris, and many locals are longing for it to be filled by the reopening. 
Some, however, had been expecting the monument to look as pristine on the outside as officials say it does once again on the inside. Around 140 million euros (around $150 million) of unspent funds remain in the reconstruction budget -- an indication of the scale of work that remains to be completed. Cranes and makeshift worker facilities -- showers, changing rooms and alike -- still feature. And while a lot of scaffolding has been removed, tons of it remain.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's an eyesore," said Anne Leclerc, 54, a lawyer. "It feels like a half-finished project." 
Jean-Baptiste Lefevre, a retired 65-year-old teacher, recalled Macron's five-year completion wish, and questioned whether the reopening is being rushed prematurely to please him. Macron's second and last term ends in 2027.

    


"It's politics, and he wants it to be finished while he's still president," Lefevre suggested.
"What's the point of such a big reopening when it's not even finished?" Lefevre said, gesturing toward a crane. "It looks like a construction zone."
Five years is short for Notre Dame
In truth, Notre Dame has been a building site for years -- even before the fire. Scaffolding was already in place in 2019 for a previous restoration effort that wasn't completed because of the April 15 blaze. That structure of melted, twisted metal then had to be cut away before rebuilding could even begin. 
Some of the worst damage was to the medieval monument's roof and its dense latticework of wooden beams, so complicated that it was nicknamed "the forest." The flames also brought down the spire, sending charred debris into the cathedral's interior. 
Architecture experts say the pace of restoration has been remarkable, particularly given the constraints of 21st-century safety regulations and the need for historical accuracy. 

    


Historians also urge patience, reminding critics that Notre Dame's original construction spanned nearly 200 years, beginning in 1163. 
"Notre Dame's reconstruction is a sign of hope for everyone," Rev. Olivier Ribadeau-Dumas, the cathedral rector, has said. 
COVID pandemic delays
Initial hopes for a full restoration by 2024 dimmed after the COVID-19 pandemic slowed work. The late General Jean-Louis Georgelin, the former reconstruction chief, tempered expectations in 2023, saying the reopening would be "partial."
Macron's office frames the restoration as a triumph for French can-do, likening it to other national milestones such as the Paris Olympics.
His tour of the monument on Friday will be his seventh since the fire.
Presidential officials say he'll see gleaming white finishes of restored stonework, vaults rebuilt with precision to their original 13th-century design, and the once-again radiant golden cross at the altar. 
Murals, including those in the Saint-Marcel Chapel, are as vibrantly colorful again as when first painted and sculptures of Louis XIII and XIV glisten with refreshed colors, they say. 

    


The grand reopening
After a Dec. 7 ceremony where Macron will give a speech on the cathedral forecourt, an inaugural mass the next day will signal its return to public life. 
The public will be welcomed until 10 p.m. during the first week, with free, ticketed entry. Liturgical life then resume in full from Dec. 16.

The Archbishop of Paris, Laurent Ulrich, expects Notre Dame will quickly surpass its pre-blaze visitor numbers. He is bracing for 15 million visitors annually -- seemingly confident that for most, the work that's unfinished won't be a cardinal disappointment.
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                    Pope Francis asperges the coffing with the body of late Cardinal Miguel Angel Ayuso Guixot during his funeral in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Pope Francis said on Thursday that he hopes to travel to Turkey next year to commemorate the 1,700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea, Christianity's first ecumenical council.
The visit to Nicaea, today located in Iznik on a lake southeast of Istanbul, would come during Francis' big Holy Year, the once-every-quarter-century celebration of Christianity. 
Francis is likely to use the occasion -- the anniversary of a council before the Great Schism of 1054, which divided the church between East and West -- to once again reach out to Orthodox Christians. Nicaea is one of seven ecumenical councils that are recognized by the Eastern Orthodox.
The spiritual leader of the world's Orthodox Christians, Patriarch Bartholomew I, said in September that he expects Francis would visit to commemorate the anniversary in May 2025.
Under Emperor Constantine I, the 325 Council of Nicaea gathered some 300 bishops, according to the Catholic Almanac. Among the outcomes was the Nicaean Creed, a statement of faith that is still recited by Christians today.

    


Francis announced his hope to visit Nicaea during an audience Thursday with the Vatican's International Theological Commission. He told the theologians that the Council of Nicaea was a "milestone in the history of the church but also of humanity as a whole."
Francis made his first visit to Turkey in 2014 and met with Bartholomew there, as well as earlier that year in Jerusalem and on several occasions at the Vatican since. 




___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            FILE - A woman wheels away meat products bought at Smithfield meat market in London, on May 3, 2006. (AP Photo/Matt Dunham, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE - Traditional porters at work at Billingsgate fish market in London, on Aug. 3, 2010. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Two of London's most famous markets -- one selling fish, the other meat -- are set to close in the coming years, bringing an end to traditions stretching back to medieval times.
On Wednesday, the City of London Corporation, the governing body in the capital city's historic hub, is set to present a bill to Parliament to bring an end to its responsibilities to operate the Billingsgate fish market and the Smithfield meat market, both of which have existed in some shape or form since the 11th century.
That comes a day after the corporation decided not to relocate the markets to a new development just east of London in Dagenham.
It abandoned the planned move because of the growing expense, both as a result of the recent bout of inflation and an increase in construction costs -- at around 1 billion pounds ($1.25 billion), as things stand.

    


Instead, under a new agreement with market traders, the corporation will provide financial compensation and advice. The traders have a bit of time to work out what to do, with operations continuing until at least 2028.
"This decision represents a positive new chapter for Smithfield and Billingsgate Markets in that it empowers Traders to build a sustainable future in premises that align with their long-term business goals," said Chris Hayward, the policy chairman of the City of London Corporation. "By stepping back from direct market operations, we will help to create opportunities for these businesses to thrive independently."




The traders will now work out how to relocate to wherever they wish to in London, potentially on their own or within groups. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
No doubt, wherever they end up, their place of work will be shiny and new. But it will be lacking in tradition.
At Smithfield, the market traders typically begin work at 10 p.m., selling mainly to the restaurant trade, and finish up at about 6 a.m., just as the rest of the city is waking up. Pubs around the market traditionally had special licenses allowing them to open in the early hours of the morning to serve the traders. 

    


Peter Ackroyd, who wrote the seminal "London: The Biography" in 2000, said the Billingsgate fish market has its roots in the early 11th century, before William the Conqueror turned up with his Norman troops in England to bring an end to Saxon times. Smithfield, built just beyond the old Roman wall, became the go-to place for the sale of horses, sheep and cattle later that century.
Ackroyd describes how, for hundreds of years, Smithfield and Billingsgate, as well as other markets selling flowers, fruit and vegetables, and poultry, were woven into the fabric of London life, though often known for drunkenness, general rowdiness and violence. The great British author Charles Dickens described Smithfield, for example, as a center of "filth and mire," referencing the market in both "Oliver Twist" and "Great Expectations."
With the advent of food standards and regular rebuilds, the markets are clearly not as squalid as they were in medieval times. 
But another costly rebuilding was looming. Smithfield's buildings date from Victorian times, with some modifications, and suffered a major fire in 1958, while Billingsgate has been at its current site in London Docklands since 1982, a district that was then derelict but is now home to the gleaming towers of the Canary Wharf financial district.

There are proposals to build 4,000 much-needed new houses at the Billingsgate site, while Smithfield is set to become a cultural center and will house the new London Museum. 
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            A traveler pauses to look at their phone, Monday, Nov. 25, 2024, at Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Nia McKinnon and Elizabeth Hintz, both 14, look at their phones at a charging station located in the Senior Center in Issaquah, Wash., Friday, Nov. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes)
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            People take a selfie in Bryant Park's Winter Village, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It's time for the holidays, which means robust family conversations and seemingly never-ending courses of food. But for the more tech-savvy among us, the journey home could also mean we'll be called on to provide a backlog of tech support to parents, grandparents and other family members.
And with generative AI being used to supercharge some major cyber scams this year, it's also a good time to teach and not just fix.
Here are some tips on how to manage your tech encounters this holiday season:
Set devices up for automatic updates
Whether it's Windows, macOS, iOS or Android, simply keeping your operating system and apps up-to-date will help protect your family's computers and devices against a surprising number of security threats, such as malware, viruses and exploits.
Most operating systems, especially those for mobile devices and their app stores, typically have auto-updates turned on by default. Be sure to double-check the device to make sure it has enough storage space to carry out the update. (More on this below.)
Keeping apps updated may also reduce the number of "Why isn't this app working?" type of questions from your relatives. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Freeing up storage space
Chances are someone in your family is going to have a completely full mobile device. So full, in fact, that they can no longer update their phone or tablet without having to purge something first. 
There are many approaches to freeing up space. Here are a few you can easily take without having to triage data or apps.
-- Use the cloud to back up media: iPhone users can free up space occupied by songs and pictures by storing them on iCloud. Android users can use the Google Photos app to back up and store their photos on their user space. 
-- Clear browsing data: Each major browser has an option to clear its data cache -- cookies, search and download histories, autofill forms, site settings, sign-in data and so on. Over time, these bits take up a significant amount of storage space on mobile devices and home computers. So cleaning caches out periodically helps free up space and, in some cases, improves system performance.

    


What's my password?
According to some admittedly unscientific studies, the average person has hundreds of passwords. That's a lot to remember. So as you help your relatives reset some of theirs, you may be tempted to recycle some to keep things simple for them. But that's one of the bad password habits that cybersecurity experts warn against.
Instead, try introducing your forgetful family member to a password manager. They're useful tools for simplifying and keeping track of logins. And if you want to impress a more tech-savvy cousin or auntie, you could suggest switching to a more secure digital authentication method: passkeys.

    


Educate your loved ones about the latest scams
As scammers find new ways to steal money and personal information, you and your family should be more vigilant about who to trust. Artificial intelligence and other technologies are giving bad actors craftier tools to work with online. 
A quick way to remember what to do when you think you're getting scammed is to think about the three S's, said Alissa Abdullah, also known as Dr. Jay, Mastercard's deputy chief security officer
"Stay suspicious, stop for a second (and think about it) and stay protected," she said.
Simply being aware of typical scams can help, experts say. Robocalls frequently target vulnerable individuals like seniors, people with disabilities, and people with debt. So-called romance scams target lonely and isolated individuals. Quiz scams target those who spend a lot of time on social media.
Check our AP guide on the latest scams and what to do when you're victimized.
How fast is their WiFi?

Home internet speeds are getting faster, so you want to make sure your family members are getting a high-speed connection if they've paid for one. Run a broadband speed test on your home network if they're still rocking an aging modem and router.
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            Electric vehicle charging stations are seen in Beijing, Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Caroline)
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            Roxanne and Ken Honeycutt pose for photos by their Kia Soul electric vehicle in San Lorenzo, Calif., Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            Electric vehicle owner Sheng Wenting waits for her car to be charged in Beijing, Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Caroline Chen)
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            A electric vehicle charging station is seen in Beijing, Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Caroline)
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            Ken Honeycutt demonstrates charging his Kia Soul electric vehicle in San Lorenzo, Calif., Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            Electric vehicle owner Shang Wenting waits for her car to be charged in Beijing, Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Caroline)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 12 | 
            Electric vehicle owner Wu Cong waits for his car to be charged in Beijing, Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Caroline)
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            The electric battey indicator shows a full charge on Ken and Roxanne Honeycutt's Kia Soul vehicle in San Lorenzo, Calif., Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            Ken Honeycutt is reflected in the rear view mirror while giving a demonstration of his Kia Soul electric vehicle in San Lorenzo, Calif., Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            Ken Honeycutt shows a Siemens electric vehicle charger in his garage in San Lorenzo, Calif., Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            FILE - Models stand near BYD electric cars on display, from left, Atto 3, Seal and Dolphin, during a launch event in Jakarta, Indonesia, on Jan. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim, File)
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            The dashboard of a Kia Soul electric vehicle is shown as Ken Honeycutt drives while interviewed in San Lorenzo, Calif., Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            Ken Honeycutt shows a Siemens electric vehicle charger in his garage in San Lorenzo, Calif., Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- While sales of electric vehicles surge in China, adoption of more environmentally friendly vehicles is stumbling in the United States and Europe as carmakers and governments struggle to meet years-old promises about affordability and charging stations.
Adding to those headwinds: an incoming new U.S. president who has disparaged government support for electric vehicles. 
China is the exception. Driven by government subsidies and mandates, vehicles with electric motors, including plug-in hybrids that combine electric and fossil fuel motors, topped 50% of sales in the month of July.
Concerns about range, charging infrastructure and higher prices are sore points among both electric car enthusiasts and skeptics in Europe and the U.S. 
Solar panels power charging at Detlef Mueller-Salis' home in Mainz, Germany, so he thought he was all set to go electric. But range concerns, charging times and confusing charging payment methods have proved frustrating. 

    


So after four years, he and his wife sold their Porsche Taycan and Fiat 500 electrics and bought a BMW 5-Series and a Volkswagen Polo, both internal combustion. 




The smaller Fiat could run 220 kilometers (136.70 miles) on a charge in summer and 180 in winter, he said, against the manufacturer's specification of 320 kilometers. Constantly checking the battery before quick trips to visit grandchildren and elder parents grew annoying. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
So did going on vacation with payment cards from five different charging plans. The Porsche took 30 minutes to charge instead of the 22 minutes advertised, not a huge difference but "not what the company promised," said Mueller-Salis, who is retired from a logistics company. Driving fast on the autobahn reduced range so that "you paid for it with charging time." 
Both retirees in their 70s, Ken and Roxanne Honeycutt mainly drive their used Kia Soul around their town near Oakland, California. They charge the EV, with a range of about 111 miles (179 kilometers), in their garage and don't rely much on public infrastructure. But for longer trips they have to plan fast charging stops ahead of time.

    


"We wanted to try it," Roxanne said of the EV. "Sometimes we found that the charging stations don't always work, they're broken down, so that gives you a little bit of anxiety if you know okay, I need to charge."
On one cold, rainy January day, the Soul's range dropped faster than expected, so they had to stop twice to charge. Another time, they hit multiple non-functioning chargers -- even in California, where EV adoption leads the rest of the country. Their range dropped to 13 miles.
"We're used to having a gas station on every corner, 24 hours a day," Roxanne said, adding they still like the vehicle.
Electric cars aren't going away. They are essential for planet-warming carbon emissions reductions governments agreed to under the 2015 Paris climate agreement. 
Electrified vehicle sales will reach 17 million this year, or one car in five sold globally, according to the International Energy Agency. That includes plug-in hybrids that combine electric with internal combustion motors. 

    


But about 60% of those sales are in China.
In Europe, sales of electric-only cars fell 5.8% in January-September from a year earlier, while their market share fell to 13% from 14%.
Pure EVs accounted for 8% of overall U.S. vehicle sales in October. So, the market is growing, but sales have slowed. They're not plunging, but they're not yet growing fast enough to meet climate goals.
Aside from buyer hesitancy, barriers remain
Higher prices matter. A Volkswagen ID. 3 hatchback costs 39,995 euros (about $42,090), compared to the similar-sized Volkswagen Golf fuel engine version at 27,180 euros ($29,136), according to the ADAC auto association. 
U.S. EV prices have fallen significantly since 2022, but the average price in October for a new one, $56,902, still exceeded the average $48,623 for a new vehicle. Cost remains an issue for the more mainstream American consumers EV makers hope to target, according to a recent poll by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research and the Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago. 

    


Uncertainty over purchase subsidies also complicates price comparisons. 
EV sales plunged in Germany early this year after the government abruptly cancelled the purchase premium of 6,750 euros for cars up to 40,000 euros and 4,500 euros for cars up to 65,000 euros. ADAC says that means most internal combustion models are a better deal over a car's lifetime. 
Conservative political parties and the industry are now questioning the EU's goal of eliminating most fuel engine vehicles by 2035, a decision that's up for review in 2026. The European Auto Manufacturers' Association is urging that carbon dioxide limits which carmakers must meet by 2026 or face heavy fines be relaxed. Some carmakers have pushed back electrification plans. 

    


President-elect Trump has vowed to end what he called the Biden administration's EV "mandate," though he has softened his anti-EV stance as his ties with Tesla CEO Elon Musk grew closer. Automakers are not required to sell EVs under the Environmental Protection Agency's greenhouse gas emissions standards regulating tailpipe pollution, though they need EV sales to be at least 56% of their total sales to meet ambitious standards for cutting emissions. Trump may also eliminate critical EV tax credits.
Even if fewer buyers choose EVs, tax credits or not, auto companies show no intention of fully retreating from the transition away from gas-burning cars and trucks.
The China difference
China's auto market, the world's largest has been transformed by billions of dollars in subsidies, with EV sales reaching 25.8% of the 13.5 million vehicles sold in January-August, according to the China Passenger Car Association. The government is encouraging car buyers to go electric, and many are buying EVs or plug-in hybrids under an economic stimulus program.
The phasing out of earlier subsidies in 2022 unleashed a fierce price war, toppling some weaker automakers. Some Chinese EVs sell for less than $20,000 in their home market.
The government push encouraged many start-ups that took the Tesla model and ran with it. They simplified car designs to cut costs and filled interiors with gadgetry appealing to a smartphone-savvy generation.
Photographer Wu Cong sat inside his $23,000 Hongqi E-QM5 as it recharged in Beijing. He travels often for work, racking up 80,000 kilometers (50,000 miles) in the last two years. The EV saves him about 50 yuan ($7) in fuel costs for every 100 kilometers, he said, which would add up to $5,600 over two years.
The sedan's navigation system reminds him to recharge after driving a distance of his choosing. "It will tell you if there are charging stations ahead and if anyone is using them," he said.
Beijing tech worker Shang Wenting said her family hardly uses their gasoline-powered car anymore except for on long trips, preferring a sapphire Tesla Model Y they bought for about $37,000.

During a weekly trip to a charging station 10 minutes from her home, Shang said the Tesla is cheaper to drive and she loves its "smart features," like an energy recovery system that means she can press on the accelerator less.
"It feels like switching from an old phone to a smart phone," she said.
___
Moritsugu reported from Beijing. Associated Press video producer Caroline Chen and researcher Yu Bing contributed from Beijing.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ev-emissions-china-eu-trump-electric-b6a432557ac314d02654008bfbaa09fb
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            A view of St. Peter's basilica during the preview to the press of the exhibition 'Petros eni', which is part of the project "St. Peter's Basilica: AI-Enhanced Experience" at the Vatican, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Cardinal Mauro Gambetti, right, and Microsoft's vice-Chairman and President Brad Smith unveil the project "St. Peter's Basilica: AI-Enhanced Experience" during a press conerence. at the Vatican, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Images of St. Peter's Basilca are projected on a screen during the preview to the press of the exhibition 'Petros eni', which is part of the project "St. Peter's Basilica: AI-Enhanced Experience" at the Vatican, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            A photographer takes pictures during the preview to the press of the exhibition 'Petros eni', which is part of the project "St. Peter's Basilica: AI-Enhanced Experience" at the Vatican, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            An image of St. Peter is projected on a screen during the preview to the press of the exhibition 'Petros eni', which is part of the project "St. Peter's Basilica: AI-Enhanced Experience" at the Vatican, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            A model St. Peter's basilica is displayed during the preview to the press of the exhibition 'Petros eni', which is part of the project "St. Peter's Basilica: AI-Enhanced Experience" at the Vatican, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Images of St. Peter's Basilca are projected on a screen during the preview to the press of the exhibition 'Petros eni', which is part of the project "St. Peter's Basilica: AI-Enhanced Experience" at the Vatican, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Images of St. Peter's Basilca are projected on a screen during the preview to the press of the exhibition 'Petros eni', which is part of the project "St. Peter's Basilica: AI-Enhanced Experience" at the Vatican, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Cardinal Mauro Gambetti, right, and Microsoft's vice-Chairman and President Brad Smith unveil the project "St. Peter's Basilica: AI-Enhanced Experience" during a press conference at the Vatican, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- The Vatican and Microsoft on Monday unveiled a digital twin of St. Peter's Basilica that uses artificial intelligence to explore one of the world's most important monument's while helping the Holy See manage visitor flows and identify conservation problems.
Using 400,000 high-resolution digital photographs, taken with drones, cameras and lasers over four weeks when no one was in the basilica, the digital replica is going online alongside two new on-site exhibits to provide visitors -- real and virtual -- with an interactive experience.
"It is literally one of the most technologically advanced and sophisticated projects of its kind that has ever been pursued," Microsoft's president Brad Smith told a Vatican press conference. 
The project has been launched ahead of the Vatican's 2025 Jubilee, a holy year in which more than 30 million pilgrims are expected to pass through the basilica's Holy Door, on top of the 50,000 who visit on a normal day.

    


"Everyone, really everyone should feel welcome in this great house," Pope Francis told Smith and members of the project's development teams at an audience Monday.




The digital platform allows visitors to reserve entry times to the basilica, a novelty for one of the world's most visited monuments that regularly has an hours-long line of tourists waiting to get in.
But the heart of the project is the creation of a digital twin of St. Peter's Basilica through advanced photogrammetry and artificial intelligence that allows anyone to "visit" the church and learn about its history.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The ultra-precise 3D replica, developed in collaboration with digital preservation company Iconem, incorporates 22 terabytes of data, Smith said.
The images have already identified structural damage and signs of deterioration, such as missing mosaic pieces, cracks and fissures invisible to the naked eye, with a speed and precision far beyond human capabilities.

    


Francis has called for the ethical use of AI and used his annual World Message of Peace this year to urge an international treaty to regulate it, arguing that technology lacking human values of compassion, mercy, morality and forgiveness were too great.
On Monday, he thanked the Microsoft team and basilica workers responsible for the project and marveled at how modern technology was helping spread an ancient faith and preserve a piece of world patrimony, which celebrates the 400th anniversary of its consecration in 2026.
"This house of prayer for all peoples has been entrusted to us by those who have preceded us in faith and apostolic ministry," he told Smith and the delegation. "Therefore, it is a gift and a task to care for it, in both a spiritual and material sense, even through the latest technologies."
Smith declined to give a price tag for Microsoft's investment in the project, saying only it was "substantial" and was borne of Francis' initiative in 2018 to bring tech companies together to promote ethnically minded AI.
He said Microsoft had done similar AI projects at Mont Saint-Michel in France and Ancient Olympia, in Greece.

    


___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
------

This story has been updated to correct the amount of data used in the project. Microsoft's media relations agency, WE Communications, said Microsoft President Brad Smith misspoke at the press conference and that the project incorporated 22 terabytes of data, not 22 petabytes.
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