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      Breaking News

      
        Taiwan president's planned US stop angers China
        BEIJING - China's defence ministry says it has urged the United States to refrain from sending any wrong signals to the forces of "Taiwan independence".

      

      
        K-pop superstars NewJeans quit agency
        The K-pop superstars NewJeans have officially declared they plan to part ways with Hybe, in a dramatic step that could spark legal battles with South Korea's most powerful music company.&nbsp;

      

      
        Australia passes social media ban for under-16s
        Australia's social media ban for children under the age of 16 will become law after passing the Senate, even as questions persist over how the new restrictions will be enforced.

      

      
        Approval sought for THAI capital injection
        The Ministry of Finance plans to seek cabinet approval next week for a capital injection for Thai Airways International.

      

      
        Severe flooding continues in South, trains disrupted
        More than 130,000 households in seven southern provinces have been hit by floods following downpours that are forecast to continue in many areas until Dec 3.

      

      
        Car trade-in plan deemed insufficient
        A government plan to launch a car trade-in programme is meant to revive domestic car sales, but car manufacturers and industry observers say it might not be enough, requesting more new measures to end the long slump.

      

      
        Chamber projects 3% GDP growth next year
        Thailand's economy should to grow by 3% in 2025, driven by government spending, private consumption and a rebound in exports and tourism, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).

      

      
        Hunger-striking fraud suspect Samart falls ill
        Politician Samart Janechaijittawanich, a suspect in a money laundering case linked to The iCon Group fraud and money-laundering scandal, has been rushed to the Department of Corrections Hospital after almost four days on hunger strike in prison.

      

      
        Shade finally returns to main Samui ferry pier
        SURAT THANI - The main ferry pier on Koh Samui is finally getting its roofs back, after a full year in which passengers have had to endure rain and sometimes scorching sun on their way to and from the boats.

      

      
        Gunman surrenders a day after Isan triple killing
        NONG BUA LAM PHU - The 58-year-old gunman who shot three people to death in this northeastern province surrendered to police on Thursday, a day after the killings.
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                  Taiwan president's planned US stop angers China                

                Beijing warns Washington not to send wrong signals to 'secessionists'
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                                BEIJING - China's defence ministry says it has urged the United States to refrain from sending any wrong signals to the forces of "Taiwan independence".
It was responding on Thursday to questions about an upcoming visit by Taiwan President Lai Ching-te to the United States.

China's military will "resolutely defeat all secessionist attempts" and thwart all interference by external forces, ministry spokesperson Wu Qian told a news conference in Beijing.

Lai will stop over in Hawaii and the US territory of Guam during a trip to three Pacific island nations, the Presidential Office in Taipei said on Thursday.

The announcement sparked fury in Beijing, which insists Taiwan is part of its territory and opposes any international recognition of the island.

Lai will depart on Saturday for a visit to the Marshall Islands, Tuvalu and Palau -- the only Pacific islands among Taiwan's 12 remaining allies.

It will be his first overseas trip since taking office in May.

Taiwanese government officials have previously stopped over on US soil during visits to the Pacific or Latin America, angering Chinese leaders in Beijing.

Lai will spend two nights in Hawaii and one night in Guam, meeting with "old friends" and "think tank members", a source in the Presidential Office said on the condition of anonymity.

Communist China, which has never governed democratic self-ruled Taiwan, has sought to erase Taiwan from the international stage, blocking it from global forums and pressuring companies to list the island as a "Chinese province" on their websites.

Taiwan competes as Chinese Taipei in international sports events and Beijing bristles when Taipei officials meet with any foreign politicians or government representatives.

Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning said on Thursday that Lai's planned visits were "separatist actions".

"We have consistently opposed official exchanges between the United States and Taiwan ... and any form of the US condoning and supporting Taiwan independence separatists and their separatist actions," she said.

Allies jump ship

In recent decades, Taiwan has haemorrhaged allies as they jumped ship to an ascendant China, which has deeper pockets to provide aid and investment.

The United States is Taiwan's most important partner and main security backer but does not recognise Taipei diplomatically.

Lai's predecessor Tsai Ing-wen also transited through Hawaii and Guam during her first official visit to Pacific allies in 2017.

Tsai met then-US House Speaker Kevin McCarthy in California in April 2023 during a Latin America trip, to which Beijing responded with military drills around the island.

Tensions between China and Taiwan have escalated since Lai took office in May.

Lai and Tsai both belong to the Democratic Progressive Party, but Lai has been more outspoken in his defence of the island's sovereignty and Beijing calls him a "separatist".

The dispute between Beijing and Taipei dates back to 1949 when Chiang Kai-shek's nationalist forces lost a civil war to Mao Zedong's communist fighters and fled to Taiwan.

China has refused to rule out the use of force to seize Taiwan and in recent years has ramped up military activity around the island to pressure Taipei into accepting its claims of sovereignty.
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									K-pop superstars NewJeans quit agency

									Dramatic move follows ousting of band's producer and could set the stage for legal fight
								

								The K-pop superstars NewJeans have officially declared they plan to part ways with Hybe, in a dramatic step that could spark legal battles with South Korea's most powerful music company. 
								The chart-topping girl group said that as of Nov 29 they are also terminating their exclusive contract with their record label ADOR, an affiliate of Hybe.

ADOR said, however, that the agreement between it and the band members "remains in full effect".

"Therefore, we respectfully request that the group continue its collaboration with ADOR on upcoming activities, as has been the practice to date," it said in a statement.

The group has been caught in the middle of infighting between executives of Hybe and ADOR's former chief executive, who is the band's creative director.

The latest controversy in the K-pop scene has gripped South Korea this year, with a blame game of accusations, audits and an emotional press conference making headlines.

At an emergency press conference on Thursday night, NewJeans said the termination is due to breach of contract by the management company.

"We are well aware that from today we may not be able to use our current name NewJeans," said NewJeans member Danielle. "However, that doesn't mean that we are giving up on the name at all.

"We will continue to fight for new dreams regardless of our name. Just remember that NewJeans never dies."

"Once we leave ADOR, we'll aim to proceed freely with the activities that we really desire," she continued.

"We really wish to be able to release new music for Bunnies, next year, as soon as possible, whenever," she said, referring to their fans.

NewJeans' unilateral decision to break up with Hybe comes after a months-long revolt against the agency. With a few years left on their original contract, an objection from the management company may result in legal actions that could drag on for months or years. 

A representative for NewJeans stated that the group may go through legal proceedings if necessary once they hire a lawyer. It is unclear how the group can continue their activities, whether through a new entity or with another record label. 

The internal strife came to public attention earlier this year when Hybe argued that Min Hee-jin, the producer behind the group, had attempted to seize control of the label. Min refuted the allegation and publicly denounced Hybe.

Min, who owns an 18% of stake in ADOR, was ordered by its board to step down from the top management role, while remaining as a board member and producer. NewJeans sent an ultimatum to Hybe, demanding the firm reinstate the ousted producer as chief executive officer. 

Without Hybe's decision to reinstate Min, the producer stepped down from the board and left the company last week, warning of legal actions against alleged illegal acts by Hybe. 

NewJeans made their debut in 2022 as a five-member act and quickly became one of the most popular K-pop bands globally, with hits like Attention and Super Shy. The group helped the music label generate about 110 billion won ($79 million) of revenue last year, contributing to about 5% of Hybe's consolidated sales. 

"We would certainly love to continue working with Min if we can," said another member, Minji.
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                  Australia passes social media ban for under-16s                

                Tech companies still have questions about how law will be enforced
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                                Australia's social media ban for children under the age of 16 will become law after passing the Senate, even as questions persist over how the new restrictions will be enforced.
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese's Labor government joined with the centre-right Liberal-National Opposition on Thursday to pass the legislation, brushing aside concerns from lawmakers on both sides of parliament over the speed at which the bills had been enacted. The restrictions are expected to be among the strictest in the world.

Under the new laws, which are scheduled to come into effect in about one year, children in Australian under the age of 16 will be banned from setting up accounts on popular social media sites including Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat and TikTok.

Mr Albanese, eyeing an election early next year, has enthusiastically championed the new rules and rallied Australian parents to get behind it.

In the run-up to the parliamentary votes, he painted social media as "a platform for peer pressure, a driver of anxiety, a vehicle for scammers and, worst of all, a tool for online predators".

Multiple opinion polls have shown the vast majority of Australian voters support the new laws in principle, with a YouGov survey released on Tuesday finding 77% were in favour of the ban.

Tech companies themselves will be responsible for enforcing the ban, with the threat of fines of up to A$50 million (US$32.5 million) if they fail to take action. The legislation does not specify how the sites will verify the age of users.

The law specifies that users will not be forced to provide government identification as part of the verification process, a measure that the conservative opposition said was included after they raised concerns about privacy rights.

Global tech giants have already voiced their strong opposition to the legislation during a short inquiry by the Australian Senate, saying they considered the new laws to be rushed and unworkable.

In a statement to the committee, Meta -- the parent of Facebook and Instagram -- said the ban "overlooks the practical reality of age assurance technology".

However, the strongest rebuttal came from X and its billionaire owner Elon Musk, who said in a post on his site that the laws seemed like "a backdoor way to control access to the internet by all Australians".

In its statement to the Senate inquiry, X foreshadowed potential legal action over the bills, saying they were possibly unlawful.

Australia is not the first jurisdiction to seek limits on who can use social media. France last year passed a law requiring parental consent for users under 15, and it has been pushing for similar measures across the European Union.

The US state of Florida this year imposed a ban for users under 14 and required parental consent for 14- and 15-year-olds, but that law could face constitutional challenges.

Australia has a history of taking on big tech companies that run social media sites, including a push in 2021 to make Facebook and Google pay for news content.

More recently, the government took X to court over a failure to remove a video of a terrorist attack in Sydney. It has also fined the company for failing to purge content depicting child sexual abuse.
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                  Approval sought for THAI capital injection                 

                Finance ministry says national carrier nearing the finish line of long restructuring process
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                                The Ministry of Finance plans to seek cabinet approval next week for a capital injection for Thai Airways International.
Following the capital injection, the ministry's shareholding in the airline will not exceed 50%, ensuring the company does not revert to a state enterprise, as it was in the past, said Tibordee Wattanakul, director-general of the State Enterprise Policy Office (Sepo).

The capital injection is part of the airline's plan to allow existing shareholders to subscribe to new shares, and for creditors including the ministry to convert debt to equity, as part of its capital restructuring between Dec 6 and 12.

The ministry currently holds 47.9% of the shares in the national carrier, which is preparing to emerge from a four-year debt restructuring exercise.

After converting debt to equity and injecting new capital, the ministry, Vayupak Fund and Government Savings Bank (GSB) would collectively hold around 40% of THAI shares.

The reduced shareholding reflects expectations that THAI will be successful in raising up to 44 billion baht if all new shares on offer to existing shareholders are fully taken up.

The Vayupak Fund's capital injection will be determined by the state-owned asset management company, while the bank's participation depends on its board, Mr Tibordee said.

He said the capital injections would ensure the shareholding proportion does not exceed the threshold that would reclassify Thai Airways as a state enterprise, and likely would remain around 40%.

To qualify as a state enterprise, government shareholding must be at least 50%.

The capital injection by the finance ministry is to come from deposit revenue generated by the its securities management operations, estimated at no more than 20-30 billion baht, he said.

Previously the ministry informed THAI of its readiness to fully exercise its shareholder rights to convert debt into equity, amounting to around 70-80 billion baht. The debt originated from 2020.

The advantage of converting debt into equity is that after holding the shares for one year if the stock price improves, the shares can be sold.

On the other hand, full repayment of debts could take a decade.

For THAI, once the capital restructuring is complete, the company's equity will return to positive territory.

The airline expects to exit rehabilitation by February 2025 and to resume trading on the Stock Exchange of Thailand by May.
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                  Severe flooding continues in South, trains disrupted                

                More than 130,000 households affected, with heavy rain forecast for several more days
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                                More than 130,000 households in seven southern provinces have been hit by floods following downpours that are forecast to continue in many areas until Dec 3.
Heavy rain continues to pound all southern provinces along the Gulf of Thailand, and many train services have been suspended due to flooded tracks between Pattani and Yala.

The weather office issued another warning on Thursday about downpours until Sunday in eight provinces: Chumphon, Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Phatthalung, Songkhla, Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat. This could further exacerbate flooding.

Water levels in key southern rivers -- Pattani, Saiburi, Kolok and Tanyongmas -- are forecast to rise significantly in the coming days, overflowing the banks and surging by 1.5 to 2 metres, said Thanaroj Woraratprasert, director of the National Water Administration Center at the Office of the National Water Resources (ONWR).

The accumulated rainfall in vast areas of the South has been substantial, with Narathiwat recording the highest rainfall over the past seven days, totalling 1,100 millimetres.

On Tuesday alone, the province recorded 502mm of rain, followed by Pattani at 492mm and Yala at 405mm. Local officials in Yala said the floods were the worst in three decades.

Rainfall, however, is predicted to ease toward Dec 4. After that, water levels in flooded areas are set to gradually recede.

Flood water that accumulated from Tuesday to Wednesday is now flowing out to sea.

The ONWR has taken various measures to tackle the flood crisis, including preparing equipment for rescue and relief operations, establishing evacuation centres and offering assistance with utilities.

Interior Ministry spokeswoman Traisuree Traisaranakul said the heavy rainfall in the South has caused widespread flooding over a relatively short period of time. Landslide alerts have also been issued in communities close to mountains.

The Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM) reported ongoing flooding in seven southern provinces, affecting 50 districts, 321 tambons and 1,884 villages in which 136,219 families live.

Tens of thousands more families are struggling to cope with floods in other districts in the region.

Racing against time, the DDPM has collaborated with the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) and mobile network providers to issue flood warnings via mobile SMS to residents in Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat.

Santi Pailoplee, a professor of geology at Chulalongkorn University, said a lot more rainfall has triggered the southern floods than those that damaged Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai recently.

If the same volume had hit the upper North, the floods there would have been 10 times worse, he said.

So far, threats to people's lives have been limited in the South as few communities live precariously close to waterways or flood-prone locations, the academic added.

Train services disrupted

The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) said on Thursday that all trains to Yala and Sungai Kolok stations are now stopping at Hat Yai in Songkhla, except for local trains 463 and 464, which run between Phatthalung and Sungai Kolok, stopping at Thepa station in Songkhla.

The service disruption was due to flooding on the tracks between Mai Kaen station in Pattani and Raman in Yala.

The SRT advised travellers to keep monitoring the latest developments.

Southern trains to Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Trang and Phatthalung have not been affected by the extreme weather.
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                  Car trade-in plan deemed insufficient                

                Industry sceptical that incentives proposed by government will revive slumping auto sales
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                                A government plan to launch a car trade-in programme is meant to revive domestic car sales, but car manufacturers and industry observers say it might not be enough, requesting more new measures to end the long slump.
They are hopeful for improved car sales during the 12-day Thailand International Motor Expo, which starts on Friday.

Industry Minister Akanat Promphan acknowledged automakers' concerns over the nosedive in domestic sales as he presided at the 41st annual car event, being held at Impact Challenger in Nonthaburi.

"We expect the car trade-in programme to generate fresh demand in the automotive market," said Mr Akanat of his ministry's trade-in proposal. "We are working on the details and expect to conclude it soon."

The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) earlier revised down its domestic car manufacturing target for 2024 to 1.5 million units from 1.7 million, which is the lowest since 2021, as car sales in the domestic market remain weak.

In the first 10 months of this year, total car sales (conventional and EV) declined by 26.2% year-on-year to 476,350 units. Pickup sales were down 43%.

The plunge has been attributed to banks' stricter criteria for granting auto loans for fear of bad debt as the country is struggling to deal with the high level of household debt.

A drop in car exports from January to October also caused the FTI to downgrade its target.

From January to October, total car manufacturing decreased by 19.2% to 1.24 million vehicles, according to the FTI.

The Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) earlier proposed setting up a 5-billion-baht fund to provide loans for pickup buyers.

"The JSCCIB is planning to ask the prime minister to consider this measure which is aimed to help people who buy pickups, which are usually used in their businesses," said Suphot Sukphisarn, chairman of the FTI's Auto Parts Industry Club.

"If the measure is approved, we believe it will increase the purchasing power of this group of people."

An increase in pickup sales will also help maintain the employment of 800,000 workers in car and auto parts businesses, said Mr Suphot. More than 80% of the auto parts produced in Thailand are for pickup assembly.

Ratthakarn Jutasen, managing director of Ford Thailand, agrees that a mix of measures is needed to lift the domestic car market.

A trade-in campaign could stimulate demand, but he wants to know more details, including car types, as well as whether it can ensure the sustainable growth in demand.

"We also want to see other measures including a tax cut to increase buyers' purchasing power," said Mr Ratthakarn.

Wallop Treererkngam, executive vice-president of Suzuki Motor (Thailand), also urged the government to come up with new stimulus measures to help manufacturers across various industries.
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                  Chamber projects 3% GDP growth next year                

                Pickup in private consumption, exports and tourism foreseen, but household debt still a risk
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                                Thailand's economy should to grow by 3% in 2025, driven by government spending, private consumption and a rebound in exports and tourism, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
A stable inflation rate, along with a pickup in global trade that is expected to expand by 3.2%, should support the improvement from an expected 2.6% GDP growth rate this year, said UTCC president Thanavath Phonvichai

He said there were several positive domestic factors supporting the economy, driven by the government's economic stimulus measures. These include the second phase of the 10,000-baht cash handout scheme to seniors aged 60 and above, measures to tackle household debt, which include a suspension of interest and reduced principal payments on some bad debts, and support for farmers through the provision of 1,000 baht per rai (for up to 10 rai), benefiting 4.6 million households.

The second phase of the cash handout scheme is expected to inject 35 billion baht into the economy, while the suspension of interest for three years will contribute an additional 91 billion baht.

The cash handout for farmers will inject 38 billion baht into the economy.

Together, these three measures are projected to stimulate the economy by more than 160 billion baht, which is expected to increase GDP by roughly 1%, the university has calculated.

Other supportive factors include the recovery of the tourism sector, with foreign arrivals estimated to reach 40 million in 2025. Private consumption is forecast to grow by 3%, while exports are expected to continue to grow by 2.5%. Inflation is forecast at 1.2%, which is within the Bank of Thailand's target range.

As well, Mr Thanavath said, the ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hezbollah, if it holds, could improve the overall global economic outlook.

This development may help stabilise global oil prices, with forecasts that crude oil prices are expected to average around $80 per barrel.

He said Thailand's economy still faces several risk factors that need to be closely monitored, including high levels of household and business debt, which is estimated to stand at 84.2% of GDP in 2025.

Other risks include volatility in the agricultural sector, the slowdown in China's economy, geopolitical conflicts, as well as a potential slowdown in exports and investment due to US President-elect Donald Trump's pledge to hike tariffs.

In assessing the growth outlook for 2025, the university considered three scenarios, taking into consideration both positive factors such as economic stimulus measures and negative factors such as potential import tariff hikes by the US and the possibility of escalating geopolitical tensions.

In the worst-case scenario, if the US imposes a 15% tariff on Thai imports and the geopolitical situation deteriorates, Thailand's GDP growth could be as low as 0.9%, compared to the current projection of 3%.

In a more favourable scenario, if Thailand faces a 10% import tariff increase from the US, GDP growth could reach 3.2%

In the best-case scenario, if Vietnam faces a 20% import tariff increase from the US and the Russia-Ukraine conflict ends, GDP could expand by up to 4%.
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                  Hunger-striking fraud suspect Samart falls ill                

                Investigators find 'fabricated' document claiming loan from iCon boss was repaid
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                                Politician Samart Janechaijittawanich, a suspect in a money laundering case linked to The iCon Group fraud and money-laundering scandal, has been rushed to the Department of Corrections Hospital after almost four days on hunger strike in prison.
Mr Samart, who was apprehended in Chiang Rai on Monday, was transferred to the hospital late Wednesday afternoon, Department of Corrections spokeswoman Kanokwan Jiewcheauphan said on Thursday.

He experienced fatigue and weakness after almost four days without food, which was coupled with high levels of stress, she said, adding that he did not experience any abdominal pain.

Despite not eating, Mr Samart drank water throughout, she said.

In a related development, the Department of Special Investigation team handling the iCon Group case on Monday searched Mr Samart's home in Taling Chan district and his mother's home in Ratchathewi district of Bangkok, according to a source familiar with the investigation.

At the latter, the DSI found a document that they believe was fabricated with the goal of helping to get Mr Samart off the hook over allegations that he received around 100 million baht from iCon CEO Warathaphon "Boss Paul" Waratyaworrakul, said the source.

Dated Nov 12, the document was signed by Mr Warathaphon while he was in jail, said the source. In it, Mr Warathaphon reportedly confirmed that he had lent Mr Samart the money traced by the DSI.

The document also contained what was claimed to be Mr Warathaphon's acknowledgement that Mr Samart had already repaid all the loans he received, said the source.

According to the source, the document indicated that the loans were transferred to the bank account of Mr Samart's mother on 12 occasions for a total of 2.2 million baht, but the debt was later paid off in cash. The DSI remains unconvinced that this is a genuine document, the source added.
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                  Shade finally returns to main Samui ferry pier                

                Roofs over pedestrian walkways left uncovered for a year after original contractor walked away
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                                SURAT THANI - The main ferry pier on Koh Samui is finally getting its roofs back, after a full year in which passengers have had to endure rain and sometimes scorching sun on their way to and from the boats.
Narobb Tuaycharoen, a member of the Nakhon Samui municipal council, said on Thursday that workers had begun installing metal sheets on one of the two roof structures at the Nathon pier, to be immediately followed by the other one.

The repairs should be completed within a week, or before year's end at the latest, he said.

Nathon is the gateway to and from the southern resort island, with ferries and speedboats linking the island with other destinations, including mainland Surat Thani province. Some call Nathon the capital of Samui.

The Marine Department hired a company to replace the roofs over the 200-metre-long walkways from July 2021 to December 2023, with a budget of 212 million baht. The contractor removed the old roofs, leaving only the structures without coverings since December last year.

The reason the company left the work unfinished is not known.

The municipality later contacted the Marine Department and obtained approval to finish the job.

[image: The walkway roofs to ferries are left without covers. (Photo: Supapong Chaolan)]
The long pedestrian walkways at the Nathon pier have been shade-free for a year. (Photo: Supapong Chaolan)
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                  Gunman surrenders a day after Isan triple killing                

                Police say slayings linked to financial issues and personal conflicts
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                                NONG BUA LAM PHU - The 58-year-old gunman who shot three people to death in this northeastern province surrendered to police on Thursday, a day after the killings.
Samart Thipakbanjot walked down from Phu Krachom mountain in Na Klang district to turn himself in to police late Thursday morning. He was brought to the Sri Bun Ruang police station for interrogation.

The suspect surrendered after expressing regret for the crime, said Pol Maj Gen Netipong Thatthamlay, deputy commissioner of the Provincial Police Region 4, addressing a press conference at the police station.

After the killings on Wednesday, Mr Samart hid on the mountain overnight before decided to turn himself in late Thursday morning, said Pol Maj Gen Netipong said.

Police were relieved by the decision because everyone on the search team had been warned that the escaping gunman still had his weapon and ammunition, he said.

He also said that financial issues and personal conflicts were the motive for the killings.

At 6am on Wednesday, Mr Samart killed Preecha Piamai, 54, and his daughter Wachinee, 28, at their house in Ban Takhian Thong village in Sri Bun Ruang district. It was reported that Mr Samart was a creditor of Preecha and held the latter's ATM card.

Preecha had complained earlier to police that Mr Samart had stolen his 10,000-baht handout recently transferred from the government. Police had called them in for mediation talks at the Sri Bun Ruang station at 10am on Wednesday but the shootings happened first.

Shortly after the first two killings, Mr Samart shot dead Thaworn Waetthaisong, 68, who was sweeping a road near the Ban Fai Hin intersection. The shooting was captured on CCTV.

It was reported that the victim, a village defence volunteer, had earlier arrested the gunman for theft.

[image: The gunman surrenders to police late Thursday morning after descending from a mountain where he hid throughout Wednesday night. (Screenshot from the Facebook page of Sri Mangkorn Rescue Foundation)]
Gunman Samart Thipakbanjot surrenders to police late Thursday morning after hiding out overnight on a mountain in Na Klang district of Nong Bua Lam Phu. (Screenshot from Mangkorn Sribunruang Rescue Foundation Facebook page)
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                  Severe flooding continues in South, trains disrupted                

                More than 130,000 households affected, with heavy rain forecast for several more days
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                                More than 130,000 households in seven southern provinces have been hit by floods following downpours that are forecast to continue in many areas until Dec 3.
Heavy rain continues to pound all southern provinces along the Gulf of Thailand, and many train services have been suspended due to flooded tracks between Pattani and Yala.

The weather office issued another warning on Thursday about downpours until Sunday in eight provinces: Chumphon, Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Phatthalung, Songkhla, Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat. This could further exacerbate flooding.

Water levels in key southern rivers -- Pattani, Saiburi, Kolok and Tanyongmas -- are forecast to rise significantly in the coming days, overflowing the banks and surging by 1.5 to 2 metres, said Thanaroj Woraratprasert, director of the National Water Administration Center at the Office of the National Water Resources (ONWR).

The accumulated rainfall in vast areas of the South has been substantial, with Narathiwat recording the highest rainfall over the past seven days, totalling 1,100 millimetres.

On Tuesday alone, the province recorded 502mm of rain, followed by Pattani at 492mm and Yala at 405mm. Local officials in Yala said the floods were the worst in three decades.

Rainfall, however, is predicted to ease toward Dec 4. After that, water levels in flooded areas are set to gradually recede.

Flood water that accumulated from Tuesday to Wednesday is now flowing out to sea.

The ONWR has taken various measures to tackle the flood crisis, including preparing equipment for rescue and relief operations, establishing evacuation centres and offering assistance with utilities.

Interior Ministry spokeswoman Traisuree Traisaranakul said the heavy rainfall in the South has caused widespread flooding over a relatively short period of time. Landslide alerts have also been issued in communities close to mountains.

The Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM) reported ongoing flooding in seven southern provinces, affecting 50 districts, 321 tambons and 1,884 villages in which 136,219 families live.

Tens of thousands more families are struggling to cope with floods in other districts in the region.

Racing against time, the DDPM has collaborated with the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) and mobile network providers to issue flood warnings via mobile SMS to residents in Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat.

Santi Pailoplee, a professor of geology at Chulalongkorn University, said a lot more rainfall has triggered the southern floods than those that damaged Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai recently.

If the same volume had hit the upper North, the floods there would have been 10 times worse, he said.

So far, threats to people's lives have been limited in the South as few communities live precariously close to waterways or flood-prone locations, the academic added.

Train services disrupted

The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) said on Thursday that all trains to Yala and Sungai Kolok stations are now stopping at Hat Yai in Songkhla, except for local trains 463 and 464, which run between Phatthalung and Sungai Kolok, stopping at Thepa station in Songkhla.

The service disruption was due to flooding on the tracks between Mai Kaen station in Pattani and Raman in Yala.

The SRT advised travellers to keep monitoring the latest developments.

Southern trains to Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Trang and Phatthalung have not been affected by the extreme weather.

						

							
						

              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2910445/severe-flooding-continues-in-south-trains-disrupted



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Car trade-in plan deemed insufficient                

                Industry sceptical that incentives proposed by government will revive slumping auto sales
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                                A government plan to launch a car trade-in programme is meant to revive domestic car sales, but car manufacturers and industry observers say it might not be enough, requesting more new measures to end the long slump.
They are hopeful for improved car sales during the 12-day Thailand International Motor Expo, which starts on Friday.

Industry Minister Akanat Promphan acknowledged automakers' concerns over the nosedive in domestic sales as he presided at the 41st annual car event, being held at Impact Challenger in Nonthaburi.

"We expect the car trade-in programme to generate fresh demand in the automotive market," said Mr Akanat of his ministry's trade-in proposal. "We are working on the details and expect to conclude it soon."

The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) earlier revised down its domestic car manufacturing target for 2024 to 1.5 million units from 1.7 million, which is the lowest since 2021, as car sales in the domestic market remain weak.

In the first 10 months of this year, total car sales (conventional and EV) declined by 26.2% year-on-year to 476,350 units. Pickup sales were down 43%.

The plunge has been attributed to banks' stricter criteria for granting auto loans for fear of bad debt as the country is struggling to deal with the high level of household debt.

A drop in car exports from January to October also caused the FTI to downgrade its target.

From January to October, total car manufacturing decreased by 19.2% to 1.24 million vehicles, according to the FTI.

The Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) earlier proposed setting up a 5-billion-baht fund to provide loans for pickup buyers.

"The JSCCIB is planning to ask the prime minister to consider this measure which is aimed to help people who buy pickups, which are usually used in their businesses," said Suphot Sukphisarn, chairman of the FTI's Auto Parts Industry Club.

"If the measure is approved, we believe it will increase the purchasing power of this group of people."

An increase in pickup sales will also help maintain the employment of 800,000 workers in car and auto parts businesses, said Mr Suphot. More than 80% of the auto parts produced in Thailand are for pickup assembly.

Ratthakarn Jutasen, managing director of Ford Thailand, agrees that a mix of measures is needed to lift the domestic car market.

A trade-in campaign could stimulate demand, but he wants to know more details, including car types, as well as whether it can ensure the sustainable growth in demand.

"We also want to see other measures including a tax cut to increase buyers' purchasing power," said Mr Ratthakarn.

Wallop Treererkngam, executive vice-president of Suzuki Motor (Thailand), also urged the government to come up with new stimulus measures to help manufacturers across various industries.
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                  Gunman surrenders a day after Isan triple killing                

                Police say slayings linked to financial issues and personal conflicts
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                                NONG BUA LAM PHU - The 58-year-old gunman who shot three people to death in this northeastern province surrendered to police on Thursday, a day after the killings.
Samart Thipakbanjot walked down from Phu Krachom mountain in Na Klang district to turn himself in to police late Thursday morning. He was brought to the Sri Bun Ruang police station for interrogation.

The suspect surrendered after expressing regret for the crime, said Pol Maj Gen Netipong Thatthamlay, deputy commissioner of the Provincial Police Region 4, addressing a press conference at the police station.

After the killings on Wednesday, Mr Samart hid on the mountain overnight before decided to turn himself in late Thursday morning, said Pol Maj Gen Netipong said.

Police were relieved by the decision because everyone on the search team had been warned that the escaping gunman still had his weapon and ammunition, he said.

He also said that financial issues and personal conflicts were the motive for the killings.

At 6am on Wednesday, Mr Samart killed Preecha Piamai, 54, and his daughter Wachinee, 28, at their house in Ban Takhian Thong village in Sri Bun Ruang district. It was reported that Mr Samart was a creditor of Preecha and held the latter's ATM card.

Preecha had complained earlier to police that Mr Samart had stolen his 10,000-baht handout recently transferred from the government. Police had called them in for mediation talks at the Sri Bun Ruang station at 10am on Wednesday but the shootings happened first.

Shortly after the first two killings, Mr Samart shot dead Thaworn Waetthaisong, 68, who was sweeping a road near the Ban Fai Hin intersection. The shooting was captured on CCTV.

It was reported that the victim, a village defence volunteer, had earlier arrested the gunman for theft.

[image: The gunman surrenders to police late Thursday morning after descending from a mountain where he hid throughout Wednesday night. (Screenshot from the Facebook page of Sri Mangkorn Rescue Foundation)]
Gunman Samart Thipakbanjot surrenders to police late Thursday morning after hiding out overnight on a mountain in Na Klang district of Nong Bua Lam Phu. (Screenshot from Mangkorn Sribunruang Rescue Foundation Facebook page)
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                  Cathay Pacific accused of mishandling cancelled flight in Bangkok                
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                                Hong Kong flag carrier Cathay Pacific is facing a backlash from some stranded travellers after a flight cancellation in Bangkok left more than 200 passengers stuck in the aircraft for five hours, before they were shuttled to a hotel with their passports taken away without explanation.
A passenger, who only identified herself by her surname Lee, told the South China Morning Post on Tuesday that she and three friends had expected to depart the day before from Bangkok to Hong Kong on flight CX630 at 4.55pm following a holiday.

But nearly 24 hours later on Tuesday afternoon, Lee said she was among passengers still stranded at the Suvarnabhumi Airport with no departure time in sight and her passport yet to be returned.

The flight on Monday was first faced with a four-hour delay as passengers did not get on board until 8pm.

"We were waiting in the plane for a few hours until there was an announcement at 11pm saying the flight could not take off. We were finally able to leave the flight before 2am," Lee, the 36-year-old designer, said.

"The airport arranged coaches to send us to the hotel. It was past 3am when we arrived there.

"What added to our anxiety was that the airport staff took away our passports and put wristbands on us."

Lee added that passengers asked why their passports were taken away, but the ground staff, who were not wearing Cathay uniforms, could not fluently communicate with them in English.

"They were holding our passports while saying something that we didn't understand, then they gave us a claim check.

"We feel very insecure as they didn't even have any official announcement and updates, nor did any Cathay staff support us at the hotel."

Affected passengers spent a night at Amaranth Suvarnabhumi Hotel near the airport, she said.

A source told the South China Morning Post the crew discovered a spoiler fault of the aircraft at 8pm Thailand time and returned the plane to the boarding gate, while some first-class and business-class passengers were transferred to CX674 for Hong Kong.

CX674, which was scheduled to depart at 3.05pm Thailand time on Monday, ultimately left at 12.51am on Tuesday.

"We were not even offered any food and water when we got stuck on the plane. There were at least 200 passengers affected. Only passengers from the business were offered ice-cream," Lee said.

"We kept on calling the Cathay customer service hotline to get the latest information. We didn't sleep at all, just to wait for updates. We didn't have food for the whole night and my friends were getting sick with a stomach ache," Lee said.

The ground staff only told her there would be email updates on Tuesday early morning, she added.

An email seen by the South China Morning Post revealed that CX630 flight encountered a technical issue while on the ground during preparations in Bangkok. Despite engineers rectifying the problem, the same fault reappeared after departing from the departure gate.

The carrier, meanwhile, said it would compensate affected passengers with a total of 10,000 Asia Miles.

According to the website of Cathay, the next flight flying from Bangkok to Hong Kong is CX630 due to depart at 4.55pm Bangkok time on Tuesday.

The South China Morning Post has contacted Cathay for comment.
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                  Thailand's biggest seizure of call scam equipment                

                Suspected leader of scam operation remains at large
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                                Police launched multiple raids in the northern province of Chiang Mai, resulting in the largest seizure of call scam equipment in Thailand, linked to a Thai-Chinese gang.
Officers raided 11 rented houses in Muang, San Sai and San Kamphaeng districts on Tuesday and found 642 SIM (Subscriber Identity Module) boxes, 590,000 SIM cards, 72 computers, 1,455 mobile phones and 47 SIM card readers, Pol Lt Gen Jirabhop Bhuridej, commissioner of the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB), told a press conference on Wednesday. 

"This is the biggest raid of call scam equipment in Thailand," the commissioner said.

During the raids, police arrested 15 suspects comprising of two Thais, five Chinese nationals and eight people from Myanmar.

Among those arrested was 30-year-old Thai woman Jirapan Prakobkit, whose Chinese husband, currently at large, is believed to lead the scam operation. The woman rented the houses where the criminal activities took place and was paying the associated utility bills.

"The SIM boxes were used to create fake social media accounts, which were sold to other call scam and online criminal gangs," said the CIB chief. "They had the devices that were used with mobile phones to avoid security algorithms of social media, which would consider the fake accounts as genuine ones."

He quoted Ms Jirapan as saying that her Chinese husband had bought the equipment, and other arrested suspects were hired to stay at the rented properties where the SIM boxes were located.

[image: CIB chief Pol Lt Gen Jirabhop Bhuridej, left, inspects seized devices at the Crime Suppression Division in Bangkok on Wednesday. (Police photo)]
CIB chief Pol Lt Gen Jirabhop Bhuridej, left, observes seized devices at the Crime Suppression Division in Bangkok on Wednesday. (Police photo)
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									Ayutthaya after dark

									Explore the ancient capital's rich history through five illuminated sites
								

								When the sky is bathed in the glow of twilight, illumination displays will spotlight five historical sites to bring the ancient capital of Ayutthaya back to life as part of Ayutthaya Sundown 2024, which runs until Feb 16. This schedule gives visitors ample free time for weekend sightseeing excursions between 6pm and 9pm.
								Across the front of Wat Phra Ram, a sizable swamp has been turned into a sea of lotuses and passersby can see the reflection of the ancient ruins in the water. Taking a closer look at what was once known as Nong Sano, visitors may recall the time when the Ayutthaya kingdom was established and the dirt beneath the marsh was excavated to expand the vicinity so the surrounding royal palace and temples could be built.

Located in the heart of town, King Ramesuan constructed Wat Phra Ram at his father's cremation site in 1369 and it was completed in the reign of King Boromtrailokanat, according to the Ayutthaya Chronicles by Luang Prasert. The main pagoda's crypt wall was painted in ancient murals that used the colour palettes of red, black, brown, yellow and off-white to portray earlier Buddhas.

After degrading over time, Wat Phra Ram and other temples in Ayutthaya underwent extensive renovations under the reign of King Borommakot. The remains of an ordination hall, a sermon hall and neighbouring pagodas are still visible.

[image: Wat Chaiwatthanaram.]
Wat Chaiwatthanaram.
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Just a short drive, the Historical Records of The Royal Secretary gives visitors a hint to discover a treasure trove at Wat Maha That. Originally erected in the reign of King Borommarachathiraj I, it allows visitors to relive the moment when King Ramesuan returned to the capital after a fight in the North, and, on his way to Mongkla Phisake Throne Hall, spotted the revered Buddha relics farther to the east of the Grand Palace.

In 1384, he ordered the construction of a main pagoda to enshrine Buddha relics, but it fell in the reign of King Songtham. After King Prasart Thong ascended to the throne in 1633, it was renovated. However, the temple was destroyed by fire upon the fall of Ayutthaya in 1767. During the reign of King Rama VI, the pagoda began to deteriorate and all that's left is the symmetrical foundation with the staircases.

The Fine Arts Department started investigating Wat Maha That in 1957 and they discovered a Buddha relic which is contained in a seven-layered stupa-shaped cover made from different materials including bronze, silver, gold, ivory and wood.

The sixth-layer cover, which has a trigon diamond on its lid, resembles a small gold casket and is embellished with various gems including red spinel, chrysoberyl, moonstone, corundum and garnet. Currently, it is on exhibit at the Chao Sam Phraya National Museum alongside hundreds of thousands of votive tablets and a collection of gold artefacts and gemstones and Buddha statues.

In addition to the only octagonal chedi in Ayutthaya and the remnants of the Supreme Patriarch's residence, visitors can find Buddha's sandstone head in an intricate network of tree roots. Its broad facial shape, which features thick eyebrows, huge eyes, a straight, wide lip and a prominent lip edge, is a portrayal of middle Ayutthaya-style art.

Just a stone's throw away, visitors can stroll further to Wat Ratchaburana, which was built by King Borom Rachathiraj II (also known as King Sam Phraya) in 1424 on the cremation site of his brothers, Chao Ai Phraya and Chao Yi Phraya.

Standing in the middle of the monastery compound, the main pagoda previously housed the gold crypt with an assortment of the refined Buddhist offerings that pay homage to Buddhism and symbolise the king. For instance, Phra Sang Khan Chai Sri (the Sword of Victory) underlines the belief of the divine king, which was influenced by the Deva Raja mythology of the Khmer empire.

[image: Wat Phra Ram.]
Wat Phra Ram.
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A shadow puppet play at Wat Phra Ram.



Visitors can also climb the main stupa during the day, although they are not allowed to enter the dark, humid crypt for safety concerns. Looking around, visitors can imagine how the crypt's first floor is lined with Buddha statues and votive tablets in different designs.

With stars strewn across the ceiling, the 2nd floor is piled with a mountain of glittering royal utensils, regalia, jewellery, ornamental accessories and gold pagodas. Beautiful red-tone murals of the Buddha, angelic assemblies and a procession of Chinese nobility adorn its walls, illustrating the influence of Chinese-style art that permeated to the Ayutthaya kingdom.

The lowest floor is home to Buddha's relics in a four-layered bronze cover as well as silver and gold votive tablets and glazed ceramic utensils. The Fine Arts Department also found more than 600 embossed and jewel-encrusted gold rings in the motifs of lions, crabs, cows feeding their calves and kinnaree that stand for abundance. They are now on display in the Chao Sam Phraya National Museum's Ayutthaya Gold Treasure exhibition.

Situated on the west banks of the Chao Phraya River, Wat Chaiwatthanaram is the last stop on the night tour. In 1630, King Prasart Thong transformed his mother's residence into a monastery complex as her memorial. The Fine Arts Department added it into a list of ancient monuments in 1935.

Due to its appearance in the 2018 hit TV drama series Buppesannivas (Love Destiny), the temple is encircled by numerous period costume rental shops and is a popular destination for local and foreign tourists. While walking around, visitors can imagine they are stepping back in time to the glorious days of the Ayutthaya kingdom.

[image: Wat Maha That.]
Wat Maha That.



[image: Ayutthaya after dark]

Surrounded by five pagodas and cloisters, the massive Khmer-style stupa stands in the middle to symbolise Mount Meru, the centre of the Hindu universe, according to belief. The walls are adorned with a series of antique stuccos depicting Buddha descending from heaven to Earth. They show three rows of people kneeling on the bottom to await an audience with Lord Buddha, while other broken sculptures are believed to portray hungry ghosts and demons eager to hear the Buddha's teaching. A group of angels can also be seen praying in front of a Buddha statue, while Indra is guiding the way from heaven.

As part of Ayutthaya Sundown, Chantharakasem National Museum offers a night tour, however, visitors are not allowed to access the exhibition buildings. Returning for a look in the morning or afternoon would be ideal.

Situated on U-Thong Road, the palace was built in the reign of King Maha Thammarachathirat in 1577 to serve as a residence of King Naresuan the Great during his tenure as viceroy. Known as Wang Na (Front Palace), King Ekathotsarot, Prince Suthat, King Narai the Great, Khun Luang Sorasak, King Thai Sa, King Borommakot and Prince Maha Senaphithak resided there prior to their accession to the throne.

Following the second fall of the Ayutthaya kingdom, it was left abandoned until King Rama IV restored it to be his residence and renamed it Chantharakasem Palace. During the reign of King Rama V, it functioned as the local administration headquarters until 1902, when Phraya Boran Ratchathanin transformed it into the Museum of Antiques to display a selection of rare artefacts from the Ayutthaya kingdom.

Upon entering, visitors can start their tour in Chaturamuk Pavilion, which was used as a throne hall and living quarters during the king's visit to Ayutthaya. In order to illustrate the king' everyday life, the Thai-style wooden pavilion is furnished inside with an assortment of antique furniture, ceramics and home appliances such as Chinese-style pearl-inlaid wooden chairs in a living room.

[image: Wat Ratchaburana.]
Wat Ratchaburana.
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The bathroom and dining room is completed with a pair of stoneware water purifiers from England, wash basins, a toothbrush box, pitchers, cutlery and clasp knives. A throne hall has a gilded and glass-inlaid palanquin, gilded lacquer wooden seat with lion claw-like legs, a carved grass-inlaid daybed and a large European-style mirror with a gilded wooden frame.

The adjacent Phiman Rattaya Pavilion combines European and Chinese architectural designs. Inside, it showcases a wide range of finest wood sculptures, Buddha images and votive tablets in the styles of Lop Buri, Ayutthaya and Rattanakosin.

The highlights include wooden sculptures of kneeling deities created for a significant religious ceremony, a gilded bronze Ayutthaya-style Buddha image meditating on the Airavata elephant from the 15th and 16th centuries and a bejewelled Ayutthaya-style Buddha image in the posture of dispelling fear. The tour concludes at the Mahat Thai Building, constructed during the time of King Rama VI.

To celebrate exceptional craftsmanship, it boasts a wide collection of artefacts, deity-like sculptures and antique weapons including a Chinese-style howdah from the late 18th and early 19th centuries, a gilded Chinese-style wood boat canopy with floral motifs, a horse-shaped carved wood prow that was used to outfit a royal barge during the Ayutthaya period, and a vast collection of exquisite tripitaka wood cabinets created in the Ayutthaya and early Rattanakosin eras.
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Travel info


	Until Feb 16, Ayutthaya Sundown 2024 will be held on weekends. Wat Phra Ram, Wat Maha That, Wat Ratchaburana, Wat Chaiwatthanaram and Chantharakasem National Museum will be open until 9pm. 

	For more details, visit facebook.com/AY.HI.PARK and facebook.com/chantharakasemmuseum.
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The Mahat Thai building features a variety of Ayutthaya artefacts.
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                  Proactive approach to cybersecurity still lacking                

                Executives across Southeast Asia still lack confidence in their organisation's ability to prevent or respond to cyberthreats effectively
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                                Asia-Pacific executives continue to ignore deepfakes and executives still have a reactive mindset towards cybersecurity, says Information Technology (IT) consultancy Accenture.
A deepfake refers to convincing fake images, videos and audio recordings created by using artificial intelligence (AI).

Executives in Asia-Pacific ranked deepfakes the least of their cybersecurity concerns, according to Vinod Shankar, security lead for Southeast Asia at Accenture.

He said underestimating this risk can be problematic as threat actors accelerate their use of AI and generative AI to quickly create and launch deepfake attacks.

Mr Shankar was citing Accenture's Pulse Survey, a quarterly survey of 2,800 executives from 18 countries and 22 industries, of which 700 were from large enterprises across Asia-Pacific including Australia, China, India, Japan and Singapore. The survey was conducted between July and September 2024.

The high financial and reputational risk to individual organisations was made apparent by the highly visible case of a Hong Kong company that was scammed due to a deepfake of the company's chief technology officer. This case resulted in a loss of US$25 million.

Threat actors are spending more on higher quality deepfakes, with prices reaching up to $20,000 per minute for high-quality videos.

According to Accenture's Cyber Intelligence (ACI) researchers, there has been a 223% increase from the first quarter of 2023 to the first quarter of 2024 in the purchasing and sale of deepfake-related tools in major dark web forums.

As technologies advance, the threats will become more complex, as it becomes harder to distinguish between authentic and falsified identities, according to the ACI researchers.

It is important that regional executives safeguard against deepfakes by integrating advanced security features, enforcing strict controls, and providing comprehensive employee training, said Mr Shankar.

Implementing strict verification protocols for communications involving financial transactions and sensitive information is also necessary, and conducting regular tabletop exercises and penetration testing can help identify vulnerabilities and assess readiness for attacks.

According to Accenture's latest Pulse of Change Asia Pacific Quarterly Outlook, when it comes to cybersecurity, regional executives are most concerned about third-party risks such as cyberthreats targeting their supply chains.

They are also concerned that cybercriminals are getting closer to using quantum computing to crack the most common encryption methods used to secure digital data, and they worry about the impact of deepfakes.

Moreover, the survey also found Asia-Pacific executives feel less prepared than their global peers. Some 48% said they felt completely prepared to defend themselves, compared with 57% in Europe and 54% in North America.

Deterrence measures are being put in place worldwide including legislation to address these kinds of cyber-risk such as Singapore's recent ban on the publication, boosting, sharing and reposting of deepfake content during the country's elections.

Mr Shankar told the Bangkok Post that Thailand's digital economy is booming, accounting for around 6% of national gross domestic product (GDP), or roughly $36 billion in 2023. This figure is projected to nearly double to 11% by 2027, propelled by rapid digital adoption across public and private sectors, especially in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic. This growth intensifies the need for robust security, with increased digital exposure heightening cyber-risks.

While chief executives in Thailand and across Southeast Asia are aware of these risks, some still lack confidence in their organisation's ability to prevent or respond to cyberthreats effectively, he said.

"We see this frequently in our work across the region: a significant cyber event often serves as the catalyst for chief executives to allocate more resources and broaden cybersecurity responsibilities beyond just a chief information security officer and IT teams," said Mr Shankar.

However, a reactive mindset still prevails, with nearly half of leaders viewing cybersecurity as an episodic issue rather than an essential, ongoing business enabler.

Only 15% of boards dedicate adequate time to cybersecurity discussions, highlighting a clear need for proactive, strategic investment in cybersecurity across Thailand and Southeast Asia, he said.
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                  Amro says risks to country's growth potential still persist                
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                                Despite a nascent rebound, Thailand's economy still faces risks that could prevent it from reaching its growth potential in both the short and long term, say economists, citing elevated household debt, the slow recovery in income among vulnerable segments, and the country's close ties with China in trade and investment.
After recording economic growth of 1.9% in 2023, which fell short of expectations, the Thai economy is strengthening thanks to resilient private demand, a continuing recovery in tourism, and accelerated government budget disbursement.

Growth is expected to increase to 2.8% this year and 3.3% in 2025, attributed to accelerated government budget disbursement, including the digital wallet scheme, robust exports and the tourism revival, said the Asean+3 Macroeconomic Research Office (Amro).

"Tourism is expected to exceed pre-pandemic levels in 2025. Government spending is set to accelerate, with the revised digital wallet scheme set to lift short-term growth," Amro's economists said in its 2024 Annual Consultation Report on Thailand.

Headline inflation is projected to decline to 0.7% this year from 1.3% in 2023, attributed to energy subsidies and lower prices of food and other essentials. Inflation is expected to rise to 1.5% in 2025 as subsidies are gradually phased out and the economic recovery strengthens.

However, the Amro economists said short-term risks that could dampen growth prospects include potential export weakness, delays in government disbursement and weaker private investment. The high level of household debt and slow recovery in income among vulnerable segments could also pose challenges to consumption and banks' asset quality.

"Over the longer term, Thailand faces a public debt sustainability risk and a persistent decline in growth potential. The failure to adapt to digital and decarbonisation trends could render key export sectors uncompetitive, potentially affecting a significant portion of exports in the coming years," the Amro economists noted.

In the report, which was issued on Nov 26, Amro said policy priorities for the Thai government should include "securing macro-financial stability and rebuilding policy space in the medium term, as well as revitalising structural transformation for higher growth potential in the long term".

There is room for additional monetary policy easing should economic growth continue to underperform baseline expectations, as the authorities are credited for their efforts to lower household debt and enhance credit guarantee mechanisms, said the Singapore-based think tank.

To realise higher long-term growth potential, revitalising economic transformation is key, said the office. This involves improving agricultural productivity, accelerating labour movement from agriculture to more productive sectors, shifting manufacturing towards new growth engines, and unleashing the service sector's potential through infrastructure upgrades, according to Amro.

The office suggests Thailand could reach high-income status in 2050 based on the current trajectory. With bold reforms and effective implementation of development plans to lift potential growth, Thailand can achieve high income status by the early 2040s, noted Amro.

Meanwhile, Kuala Lumpur-based Maybank Investment Banking Group said evolving economic ties with China present challenges for Thai policymakers. Beijing's industrial leadership in certain areas poses existential challenges for regional economies whose economic structure overlaps with China's.

In addition, rising global trade tensions may result in high volumes of Chinese products being directed to neighbouring markets, jeopardising both the domestic and export market shares of local players, said the bank.

The authorities need to strike a delicate balance between protecting domestic firms and jobs and establishing mutually beneficial ties with Chinese firms, noted Maybank.
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                  People's Party won't join Sondhi rally                

                Wants to work 'within the system'
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                                The main opposition People's Party (PP) announced it would not take part in former protest leader Sondhi Limthongkul's planned anti-government protests, saying it would work within the parliamentary system to fulfill its role.
PP spokesman Parit Wacharasindhu said on Wednesday the party would focus on the government's work and address issues that were of public concern through parliamentary mechanisms.

These issues, including the justice administration process, the Khao Kradong land controversy and the 2001 memorandum of understanding on joint development in the Gulf of Thailand signed by Thailand and Cambodia, would be examined as usual, he said.

The party would also do it best to advocate for reforms and policies by submitting bills or proposing legal amendments, many of which were approved by parliament, he said.

Mr Parit was responding to comments by Nattawut Saikuar, an adviser to the prime minister, who said PP supporters might join the planned street protests.

The PP spokesman dismissed Mr Nattawut's comments as speculation, saying he had no idea on what it was based.

However, he insisted the party supports people's freedom of expression whether the party agrees with the issues and it hopes that political expression will not violate democratic principles.

"The party has no intention to whip up political movements outside parliament.

"We're determined to work within the system to keep the government in check and advocate for change," he said.

Mr Sondhi, former leader of the now-defunct People's Alliance for Democracy (PAD), caused a stir this week when he announced his plan to hold regular activities next year.

Some observers warned these activities could escalate into mass demonstrations against the Pheu Thai-led government and even lead to the seizure of power.

Mr Nattawut said previous demonstrations against the Thai Rak Thai-led government and the Pheu Thai administration culminated in the 2006 and 2014 coups.

PM's Office Minister Chousak Sirinil on Wednesday called on the public to consider the impacts of past yellow-shirt protests and the coups, saying they were important lessons for the country.

He said these incidents brought political instability which posed a major obstacle to the country's development.

Mr Chousak said there were no conditions which could trigger mass protests and added that no negotiations under the 2001 MoU were in progress.

He said the result of the talks would have to be reviewed and approved by parliament.

"Such a crisis is way behind us, and I don't want the country to go back to that point," he said.

The Pheu Thai Party member also brushed off speculation the Paetongtarn Shinawatra administration would be short-lived.

Paiboon Nititawan, secretary-general of the Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), on Wednesday warned the government not to mess things up especially when dealing with charter amendments and the referendum bill, which are controversial matters.

He was commenting on Mr Chousak's remark that the waiting period for the referendum bill would be much shorter if it was classified as a finance-related law after the Senate last week won the joint House-Senate panel vote to retain the double majority rule needed to pass a charter amendment referendum.

The House is likely to affirm the simple majority when the bill is returned for a vote, as it has backed such a change in the past. In this case a 180-day mandatory "cooling-off period" would apply before the bill is passed.

However, if the bill is classified as a finance law, it will be suspended only 10 days, instead of 180 days.

Mr Paiboon said the government should respect the House regulations and the House Speaker's judgement that the referendum bill is not a finance bill.

He also said he agreed with some analysts' observations the Paetongtarn government might not last a year.
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                Recovery from a contraction this year
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                                Thailand's Manufacturing Production Index (MPI) is expected to grow by 1.5-2.5% next year, recovering from an estimated contraction of 1.6% in 2024 as a result of weak consumer purchasing power and a high level of household debt, says the Office of Industrial Economics (OIE).
Passakorn Chairat, director-general of the OIE, said he is upbeat about the MPI outlook, attributing the forecast to the continual growth of tourism, higher investment and an increase in free trade agreements, which should drive the country's exports.

"We believe these factors will increase the MPI and GDP in the industrial sector next year," he said.

This year the MPI is projected to contract by 1.6%, with GDP growth in the industrial sector of -1%. In October, the MPI continued its decline, falling by 0.91% year-on-year to 93.4 points, with the country's capacity utilisation only reaching 57.7%.

"In addition to weak purchasing power and household debt problems, Thailand also faced an influx of cheap products from foreign countries," said Mr Passakorn.

Local manufacturers bore the brunt as many people bought cheap imported products rather than locally made items, he said.

Domestic car sales are sluggish as banks and financing companies have maintained a cautious policy of using rigid lending criteria for car loan applicants, anxious about non-performing loans, said Mr Passakorn.

"Car manufacturing in Thailand has decreased for 15 consecutive months," he said.

In October, car production sank by 22.1% year-on-year, especially in the small passenger car and pickup categories, as a result of banks' strict auto loan criteria. Car exports slowed last month because of fewer purchase orders from trading partners, said Mr Passakorn.

Industrial officials are monitoring the sector for the remainder of the year as new commercial car registrations continue to decline.

The real estate sector is also slumping as the number of new houses constructed has decreased, he said.

Mr Passakorn warned of a possible economic slowdown in Europe and Japan as new US President Donald Trump is planning higher trade tariffs.

Industry Minister Akanat Promphan recently talked with executives from Japanese car companies on their investment direction in Thailand while he spearheaded a three-day investment roadshow in Japan, which ended on Nov 23.

"We are trying to solve difficulties in accessing car loans, which affects manufacturing and the auto parts business," he said.

Mr Akanat said the automotive industry should improve next year, given new state measures to lift the economy.
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        Approval sought for THAI capital injection
        The Ministry of Finance plans to seek cabinet approval next week for a capital injection for Thai Airways International.

      

      
        Car trade-in plan deemed insufficient
        A government plan to launch a car trade-in programme is meant to revive domestic car sales, but car manufacturers and industry observers say it might not be enough, requesting more new measures to end the long slump.

      

      
        Chamber projects 3% GDP growth next year
        Thailand's economy should to grow by 3% in 2025, driven by government spending, private consumption and a rebound in exports and tourism, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).

      

      
        Malaysian tycoon Ananda Krishnan dies at 86
        Ananda Krishnan, the elusive billionaire who rose from oil trader to one of Malaysia's most prolific dealmakers and bankrolled the 1985 Live Aid concert, has died. He was 86.

      

      
        SET to use AI to improve market oversight
        The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) plans to use artificial intelligence tools to improve monitoring of listed companies as it grapples with rising instances of corporate fraud.

      

      
        Unilever Thailand Drives Innovation with Consumer-Centric Focus
        In today's rapidly evolving market, brands must adapt swiftly to keep pace with changing consumer demands. Unilever Thailand is at the forefront of consumer-driven innovation, transforming insights into products that address real needs while emphasising sustainability.

      

      
        Japan to revise duty-free rules, refund consumption tax on return
        TOKYO: Japan plans to revise its duty-free rules for foreign visitors from the latter half of fiscal 2026, sources close to the matter said on Wednesday.

      

      
        Hong Kong opens third airport runway with marginal gain in landing slots
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        Central Retail Corporation (CRC) plans to allocate a higher marketing budget for equity and sustainable campaigns, shifting from price promotion, after its latest initiative raised more than 2.5 million baht for the Cardiac Children Foundation of Thailand.

      

      
        Revamped Central Marina opens its doors
        Central Pattana Plc (CPN) has announced the launch of the revamped Central Marina Outlet in Pattaya to complement the city's retail landscape.
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                  Approval sought for THAI capital injection                 

                Finance ministry says national carrier nearing the finish line of long restructuring process
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                                The Ministry of Finance plans to seek cabinet approval next week for a capital injection for Thai Airways International.
Following the capital injection, the ministry's shareholding in the airline will not exceed 50%, ensuring the company does not revert to a state enterprise, as it was in the past, said Tibordee Wattanakul, director-general of the State Enterprise Policy Office (Sepo).

The capital injection is part of the airline's plan to allow existing shareholders to subscribe to new shares, and for creditors including the ministry to convert debt to equity, as part of its capital restructuring between Dec 6 and 12.

The ministry currently holds 47.9% of the shares in the national carrier, which is preparing to emerge from a four-year debt restructuring exercise.

After converting debt to equity and injecting new capital, the ministry, Vayupak Fund and Government Savings Bank (GSB) would collectively hold around 40% of THAI shares.

The reduced shareholding reflects expectations that THAI will be successful in raising up to 44 billion baht if all new shares on offer to existing shareholders are fully taken up.

The Vayupak Fund's capital injection will be determined by the state-owned asset management company, while the bank's participation depends on its board, Mr Tibordee said.

He said the capital injections would ensure the shareholding proportion does not exceed the threshold that would reclassify Thai Airways as a state enterprise, and likely would remain around 40%.

To qualify as a state enterprise, government shareholding must be at least 50%.

The capital injection by the finance ministry is to come from deposit revenue generated by the its securities management operations, estimated at no more than 20-30 billion baht, he said.

Previously the ministry informed THAI of its readiness to fully exercise its shareholder rights to convert debt into equity, amounting to around 70-80 billion baht. The debt originated from 2020.

The advantage of converting debt into equity is that after holding the shares for one year if the stock price improves, the shares can be sold.

On the other hand, full repayment of debts could take a decade.

For THAI, once the capital restructuring is complete, the company's equity will return to positive territory.

The airline expects to exit rehabilitation by February 2025 and to resume trading on the Stock Exchange of Thailand by May.
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                  Car trade-in plan deemed insufficient                

                Industry sceptical that incentives proposed by government will revive slumping auto sales
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                                A government plan to launch a car trade-in programme is meant to revive domestic car sales, but car manufacturers and industry observers say it might not be enough, requesting more new measures to end the long slump.
They are hopeful for improved car sales during the 12-day Thailand International Motor Expo, which starts on Friday.

Industry Minister Akanat Promphan acknowledged automakers' concerns over the nosedive in domestic sales as he presided at the 41st annual car event, being held at Impact Challenger in Nonthaburi.

"We expect the car trade-in programme to generate fresh demand in the automotive market," said Mr Akanat of his ministry's trade-in proposal. "We are working on the details and expect to conclude it soon."

The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) earlier revised down its domestic car manufacturing target for 2024 to 1.5 million units from 1.7 million, which is the lowest since 2021, as car sales in the domestic market remain weak.

In the first 10 months of this year, total car sales (conventional and EV) declined by 26.2% year-on-year to 476,350 units. Pickup sales were down 43%.

The plunge has been attributed to banks' stricter criteria for granting auto loans for fear of bad debt as the country is struggling to deal with the high level of household debt.

A drop in car exports from January to October also caused the FTI to downgrade its target.

From January to October, total car manufacturing decreased by 19.2% to 1.24 million vehicles, according to the FTI.

The Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) earlier proposed setting up a 5-billion-baht fund to provide loans for pickup buyers.

"The JSCCIB is planning to ask the prime minister to consider this measure which is aimed to help people who buy pickups, which are usually used in their businesses," said Suphot Sukphisarn, chairman of the FTI's Auto Parts Industry Club.

"If the measure is approved, we believe it will increase the purchasing power of this group of people."

An increase in pickup sales will also help maintain the employment of 800,000 workers in car and auto parts businesses, said Mr Suphot. More than 80% of the auto parts produced in Thailand are for pickup assembly.

Ratthakarn Jutasen, managing director of Ford Thailand, agrees that a mix of measures is needed to lift the domestic car market.

A trade-in campaign could stimulate demand, but he wants to know more details, including car types, as well as whether it can ensure the sustainable growth in demand.

"We also want to see other measures including a tax cut to increase buyers' purchasing power," said Mr Ratthakarn.

Wallop Treererkngam, executive vice-president of Suzuki Motor (Thailand), also urged the government to come up with new stimulus measures to help manufacturers across various industries.
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                  Chamber projects 3% GDP growth next year                

                Pickup in private consumption, exports and tourism foreseen, but household debt still a risk
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                                Thailand's economy should to grow by 3% in 2025, driven by government spending, private consumption and a rebound in exports and tourism, according to the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
A stable inflation rate, along with a pickup in global trade that is expected to expand by 3.2%, should support the improvement from an expected 2.6% GDP growth rate this year, said UTCC president Thanavath Phonvichai

He said there were several positive domestic factors supporting the economy, driven by the government's economic stimulus measures. These include the second phase of the 10,000-baht cash handout scheme to seniors aged 60 and above, measures to tackle household debt, which include a suspension of interest and reduced principal payments on some bad debts, and support for farmers through the provision of 1,000 baht per rai (for up to 10 rai), benefiting 4.6 million households.

The second phase of the cash handout scheme is expected to inject 35 billion baht into the economy, while the suspension of interest for three years will contribute an additional 91 billion baht.

The cash handout for farmers will inject 38 billion baht into the economy.

Together, these three measures are projected to stimulate the economy by more than 160 billion baht, which is expected to increase GDP by roughly 1%, the university has calculated.

Other supportive factors include the recovery of the tourism sector, with foreign arrivals estimated to reach 40 million in 2025. Private consumption is forecast to grow by 3%, while exports are expected to continue to grow by 2.5%. Inflation is forecast at 1.2%, which is within the Bank of Thailand's target range.

As well, Mr Thanavath said, the ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hezbollah, if it holds, could improve the overall global economic outlook.

This development may help stabilise global oil prices, with forecasts that crude oil prices are expected to average around $80 per barrel.

He said Thailand's economy still faces several risk factors that need to be closely monitored, including high levels of household and business debt, which is estimated to stand at 84.2% of GDP in 2025.

Other risks include volatility in the agricultural sector, the slowdown in China's economy, geopolitical conflicts, as well as a potential slowdown in exports and investment due to US President-elect Donald Trump's pledge to hike tariffs.

In assessing the growth outlook for 2025, the university considered three scenarios, taking into consideration both positive factors such as economic stimulus measures and negative factors such as potential import tariff hikes by the US and the possibility of escalating geopolitical tensions.

In the worst-case scenario, if the US imposes a 15% tariff on Thai imports and the geopolitical situation deteriorates, Thailand's GDP growth could be as low as 0.9%, compared to the current projection of 3%.

In a more favourable scenario, if Thailand faces a 10% import tariff increase from the US, GDP growth could reach 3.2%

In the best-case scenario, if Vietnam faces a 20% import tariff increase from the US and the Russia-Ukraine conflict ends, GDP could expand by up to 4%.
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                  Malaysian tycoon Ananda Krishnan dies at 86                

                Low-profile billionaire helped establish Petronas, also bankrolled 1985 Live Aid concert
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                                Ananda Krishnan, the elusive billionaire who rose from oil trader to one of Malaysia's most prolific dealmakers and bankrolled the 1985 Live Aid concert, has died. He was 86.
Krishnan's investment holding company announced his death in a statement, saying he made "significant contributions to nation building and the corporate world" and his philanthropy had "touched many lives". He passed away peacefully on Thursday, it said.

In a decades-long career that ran parallel to Malaysia's economic rise, Krishnan built a reputation as a savvy, Harvard-trained businessman whose fingerprints were everywhere, but who would rarely show up in person.

After a successful run in petroleum he made forays into entertainment, power, gambling and more, amassing a fortune estimated at $3.8 billion as of August 2024, according to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index.

Underpinning his success was a long friendship with Mahathir Mohamad, Malaysia's prime minister from 1981 to 2003 and 2018 to 2020. The two men bonded in London in the 1970s.

While Mahathir was in power, Ananda won numerous licences for telecommunications, satellite and broadcasting operations. He also got the nod to turn a racetrack area in downtown Kuala Lumpur into a massive city within a city, crowned by the Petronas Towers -- the world's tallest twin buildings.

He took public companies private, and vice versa. Most notably, he orchestrated a buyout of the telecom firm Maxis Bhd in 2007 and relisted it to the public two years later.

Years later his empire was bludgeoned after a big bet on India's mobile market foundered as a result of cutthroat competition and a regulatory probe into alleged phone-licence corruption. The cumulative losses: roughly $7 billion.

Through his ups and downs, with billions won and lost, Krishnan guarded his privacy and rarely gave interviews.

"I have heard some people say I have a low profile," he once told a journalist. "Why should somebody be high profile anyway? I am just doing my job. If you say I have a low profile, then by definition it means, I should be high profile. But why?"

He donated to a range of causes over the years, most famously teaming up with the Irish rock star Bob Geldof to organise Live Aid in July 1985. The twin concerts in London and Philadelphia drew more than 150,000 spectators and 1.5 billion television viewers and raised $70 million for famine victims.

Krishnan had read about how Geldof, in 1984, recruited peers to record the 1984 song Do They Know It's Christmas to raise money for famine relief.

"Instead of simply giving money to a charity, I wanted to invest it in someone who could raise large amounts of money," he told Newsweek magazine.

Sri Lankan roots

Tatparanandam Ananda Krishnan was born on April 1, 1938, in Kuala Lumpur, the son of a civil servant with Sri Lankan roots. He earned an undergraduate degree in Australia through the Colombo Plan, an organisation formed to promote professional development in South Asia.

It is said he went into oil trading after meeting the former oil minister of Saudi Arabia in an MBA course at Harvard University in the mid-1960s, according to the Business Times of Singapore -- a choice Ananda later would describe with ambivalence.

"The oil trading business is a very exciting business. But I can't tell you that you meet the greatest guys in the world in oil trading," he told the newspaper in 1994.

"Nor is it a business you would wish on your children. It's a business you want to do for yourself. You make a little bit of money and you say, thank goodness, that's over. And thank goodness I was there at an exciting time."

His experience led him to help set up Petronas, Malaysia's national oil company. He turned a dormant tin mining company called Tanjong into a thriving gambling business that helped propel him to billionaire status by the mid-1990s.

He founded both Malaysian mobile carrier Maxis and Astro Malaysia Holding, which provides television, broadband, radio and streaming coverage of sports and entertainment. Astro reached two-thirds of Malaysian households as of 2024, according to its website.

Krishnan in 2015 set up the Yu Cai Foundation, named after the Mandarin words that translate to "nurture talent".
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                  SET to use AI to improve market oversight                

                President says ability to detect irregularities more quickly will boost flagging investor confidence
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                                The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) plans to use artificial intelligence tools to improve monitoring of listed companies as it grapples with rising instances of corporate fraud.
The adoption of AI will help the bourse more quickly discover any occurrence of irregular share price movements and trading and notify investors, SET president Asadej Kongsiri said on Thursday.

Late warnings and delayed enforcement have been among the reasons for investors' waning confidence in the Thai stock market, he said.

"There are as many as 300 daily news and reports about listed companies' possible wrongdoings that we have to monitor," said Mr Asadej, who assumed the SET presidency on Oct 1. 

"AI will certainly ease the supervision staff's workload and deliver faster warnings."

Authorities are stepping up measures to improve oversight of the capital market following several high-profile probes involving fraud allegations at companies including Energy Absolute Plc and Stark Corp.

The benchmark SET index continues to lag most of its Southeast Asian peers after corporate scandals, concerns over illegal short selling and a spell of political turmoil dented sentiment earlier in the year.

Mr Asadej also reaffirmed the bourse's plan to adopt a new programme to boost listed-companies' valuations and shareholders' returns under its three-year strategy. The companies will receive consultations and advice to improve their operations and communications to attract investor interest, he said.

The exchange will also promote bond and carbon credit trading to help investors expand their options, he said.
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                  Unilever Thailand Drives Innovation with Consumer-Centric Focus                

                Transforming consumer insights into market-leading products, Unilever Thailand combines sustainability and digital transformation to meet evolving demands.
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                                In today's rapidly evolving market, brands must adapt swiftly to keep pace with changing consumer demands. Unilever Thailand is at the forefront of consumer-driven innovation, transforming insights into products that address real needs while emphasising sustainability.


In an interview with Anshul Asawa, Country Head of Unilever Thailand, he explains how Unilever Thailand leverages consumer insights to create impactful, sustainable, and innovative products for Thai consumers. With a vision to transform insights into innovations, Unilever Thailand prioritises sustainability and digital transformation to remain a leader in Thailand's consumer goods market.

Taking "Transforming Consumer Insights into Product Innovations" as its main mission, Unilever Thailand begins every product development process by focusing on understanding its consumers. "Our product development process is driven by a deep commitment to understanding consumer preferences and behaviours," Mr Asawa said. Unilever employs a combination of surveys, focus groups, and direct consumer observation to capture valuable insights that help anticipate market needs.

"Unilever then collaborates across teams to refine these insights into actionable solutions. We test each product thoroughly, ensuring it aligns with consumer expectations before it reaches shelves," Mr Asawa stated. By leveraging AI and digital tools, Unilever fine-tunes its offerings for maximum relevance and satisfaction.

"Unilever Thailand employs advanced analytics and social listening tools to stay attuned to consumer sentiment. AI-driven insights reveal consumer trends and preferences, enabling Unilever to respond with products tailored to the Thai market. This data-driven approach supports high levels of customer satisfaction, brand loyalty, and market leadership," Mr Asawa added.

[image: ]



Combining Traditional and Digital Research for Deeper Understanding

Combining traditional research methods with digital tools like AI-powered analytics allows Unilever to uncover patterns and actionable insights. These methodologies ensure Unilever remains connected to evolving consumer needs, enabling the development of products that stand out in a crowded market, Mr Asawa explained.

Meanwhile, consumer insights have been instrumental in solidifying Unilever Thailand's position as a market leader. By aligning products and marketing strategies with local preferences, Unilever has achieved high levels of customer satisfaction and loyalty. Understanding these preferences allows Unilever to identify market gaps and create products that address unmet needs, keeping it ahead of competitors.

"These insights also guide Unilever's distribution strategy, ensuring products are available in the channels consumers prefer. This alignment with consumer purchasing habits not only drives product availability but also supports brand positioning as a trusted leader in Thailand's consumer goods market," he said.

Data-Driven Innovation and Consumer Validation

For Unilever Thailand, innovation is not just about creating new products--it is about creating the right products. By leveraging data analytics, Unilever gains a comprehensive understanding of consumers, combining historical sales data, economic indicators, and behavioural analysis. This data-driven approach, coupled with ongoing consumer validation, ensures that each new product meets local preferences, Mr Asawa emphasised.

For instance, Unilever closely monitors consumer feedback after a product launch to identify any areas for improvement. This commitment to refinement has earned Unilever the trust of 98% of Thailand's 25 million households, who regularly use Unilever products. With a portfolio spanning over 30 trusted brands, Unilever continues to lead the market in terms of quality and innovation.

[image: ]

Sustainability is a cornerstone of Unilever's product strategy. The Sunlight Plus line, incorporating Rhamno Clean Technology with natural rhamnolipid, offers powerful yet eco-friendly cleaning. This technology uses the natural ingredient rhamnolipid, which provides exceptional grease-cutting power while ensuring peace of mind for families concerned about food safety. Rhamnolipid is biodegradable, minimising environmental impact while still delivering high-performance cleaning. "We're committed to a sustainable future," Mr Asawa mentioned, "from using biodegradable ingredients to incorporating 100% recycled plastic in our packaging."

"This combination of consumer benefit and sustainability aligns with Unilever's vision of a cleaner, greener planet while still meeting consumer demands for effective, eco-friendly products," Mr Asawa explained.

Meeting Thai Consumer Needs with Innovative Solutions

He further noted, "In addressing Thai consumer challenges, Unilever's deep understanding of Thai consumer needs led to the development of Breeze's new Anti-Colour Transfer Formula, a product innovation that simplifies the laundry process for Thai households. Research revealed that 70% of Thai consumers separate their laundry by colour to prevent colour bleeding. This process can be time-consuming, so Unilever's new formula allows consumers to wash all colours together without fear of colour transfer, streamlining the laundry process."

In addition to its stain-removing power, the new Breeze formula also features a refreshing fruity-floral fragrance, enhancing the laundry experience. This product combines convenience, performance, and apleasant sensory experience, addressing multiple consumer needs with a single solution.

Unilever Thailand's growth is driven by digital transformation, enabling personalised consumer engagement, tailored marketing, and efficient operations. "Through data and AI, we're moving from mass communication to more personalised consumer experiences," Mr Asawa explained. Internally, Unilever is developing a data-smart workforce to navigate the digital landscape.

Looking forward, Mr Asawa emphasised that Unilever Thailand will continue to expand its portfolio, prioritising consumer-led product development and sustainable growth. "Our focus on consumer insights and sustainability not only drives innovation but also builds long-term value," he concluded, underscoring Unilever Thailand's commitment to exceeding consumer expectations.
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                  Japan to revise duty-free rules, refund consumption tax on return                
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                                TOKYO: Japan plans to revise its duty-free rules for foreign visitors from the latter half of fiscal 2026, sources close to the matter said on Wednesday.
Among the proposed changes is reimbursing the consumption tax upon their return to their home country.

Currently, foreign tourists to Japan are exempt from paying consumption tax, which is levied at 10%, when purchasing goods totaling 5,000 yen (1,135 baht) or more, provided they intend to use the items in their home country.

The revision comes after the government of Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba identified a series of abuses involving the illicit trade of duty-free goods with tourists allegedly selling items for profit before they return home.

The Ishiba administration is expected to include the revision in its tax reform plans to be finalised in December.

As part of the revision, the government is likely to deploy devices at all airports and ports with international departures across Japan to verify the purchasing history of duty-free items owned by travellers, the sources said.

Foreign visitors will no longer be eligible for consumption tax exemptions if they send duty-free items from post offices in Japan, they added.
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                                Hong Kong's third airport runway officially starts operating on Thursday, but there'll be hardly any additional flight capacity for at least another year. 
Aircraft movement will grow only up to 4% next summer season -- March to October 2025 -- according to documents published by the city's Civil Aviation Department. 

The slow ramp-up reflects the city's sluggish aviation recovery after the coronavirus pandemic. Incumbent airline Cathay Pacific Airways is not yet back to full strength and the airport is struggling to appeal to major foreign airlines -- particularly those who need to fly around Russian airspace, forcing a longer round trip.

More broadly, Hong Kong is still suffering a reputational hit from street protests and pandemic policies that set back the economy, tourism and businesses. While overall visitor arrivals to the city is roughly back to the pre-pandemic levels, many people are now coming from mainland China via land or sea. 

The new runway is "going to be there for a long, long time," said Vivian Cheung, acting chief executive officer of operator Airport Authority Hong Kong. "We didn't want to use up this runway all in one or two seasons. Even our base carrier needs time to ramp up its flights."

The transformational effect the HK$141.5 billion (627 billion baht) airport upgrade is meant to have on the Asian financial hub's economy and tourism industry may therefore take longer to realize. The city has a lot riding on the project in its quest to stay abreast of Singapore as a key regional hub. It "may well be the single most important key of Hong Kong's sustained success as a leading international aviation hub," said Deputy Financial Secretary Michael Wong last month. 

The documents published by the city's Civil Aviation Department show officials plan to lift total runway capacity to 1,453 take-offs and landings per day by next summer compared to the same period this year. HKIA said the expanded passenger buildings associated with the third runway, will be commissioned in phases from the end of 2025, confirming an earlier Bloomberg News report.

Hong Kong was one of the world's busiest international passenger transit hubs pre-Covid. It now faces stiff regional competition from Seoul, whose own latest upgrade is nearing completion, while Singapore and Thailand's Suvarnabhumi airport are also embarking on multi-billion dollar expansion.

Cathay's struggle to return flights to pre-Covid levels has been compounded by staff shortages and a training backlog. The carrier is steadily taking delivery of new aircraft, but still isn't fully utilising its existing fleet given the aircrew dearth.

The airline said on Tuesday it will reach 100% of pre-pandemic flight capacity from January. Passenger volumes at Hong Kong airport meanwhile were around 85% of monthly pre-Covid levels at the end of October.
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                                Central Retail Corporation (CRC) plans to allocate a higher marketing budget for equity and sustainable campaigns, shifting from price promotion, after its latest initiative raised more than 2.5 million baht for the Cardiac Children Foundation of Thailand.
Piyawan Leelasompop, head of corporate marketing at CRC, said the company wanted to focus more on equity marketing going forward.

CRC might reduce the budget for typical "hot price" promotions to pave the way for equity and sustainable initiatives, or it could use some profits generated from pricing campaigns to support those that are meaningful for society, said Ms Piyawan.

She said this strategy can differentiate the company from other online platforms that mostly focus on selling cheap products.

The company invested 10 million baht in its latest campaign called "Hi! Jai" (giving heart) as part of a four-year marketing project named "Happiness Forward", aiming to elevate the quality of living and promote equity in communities.

CRC collaborated with Thai artist Somnuek "Parn" Klangnok to feature the character Cocoon to produce a video ad and special art toy to raise funds for children with heart defects at the Cardiac Children Foundation of Thailand.

Since March, its content has gained over 21.9 million views, with more than 3.7 million viewers of its promotional video. All 3,500 blind-box art toys and character t-shirts are now sold out.

As the art toy market in Thailand has been growing, the campaign has engaged both youth and clients aged 50-60, Ms Piyawan said. The whole project could raise 2.5 million baht for the foundation.

Ms Piyawan said all nine business units under CRC should have a robust performance at the end of this year, thanks to holiday spending campaigns.

She said Thai consumers would find money for their New Year spending.

CRC also has a strength in its omni-channel, as its physical stores and online platforms can attract both domestic customers and foreign tourists.

She said the government should resume the e-receipt stimulus scheme, which was implemented last year, as it helped to boost sales.

For social campaigns next year, CRC wants to focus on health equity, in a bid to help improve Thailand's healthcare system, where some people still face difficulties in accessing services, said Ms Piyawan.
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                                Central Pattana Plc (CPN) has announced the launch of the revamped Central Marina Outlet in Pattaya to complement the city's retail landscape.
With a beach vibe-themed outlet that fits with the atmosphere of Pattaya, Central Marina Outlet features attractive decorations and interesting photo spots throughout the outlet. The night market brings together over 100 local street food vendors and restaurants, with special shows held throughout the month.

In addition, its strategic location in the heart of the city allows tourists to conveniently visit the outlet without the need to travel very far.

Nattakit Tangpoonsinthana, chief marketing officer for CPN, said Pattaya is a city with great potential in terms of economic and tourism growth. There are more than 5 million residents in the outlet's catchment area and Pattaya is a world-class tourist city with a large number of Thai and international tourists visiting both on weekdays and weekends.

Pattaya ranked 15th in 'The Most Visited Cities in the World' in 2023, attracting over 9.44 million international tourists.

Moreover, Chon Buri province hosts several ongoing government mega-projects including three monorail lines in Pattaya (the Green Line, Red Line and Purple Line), and a high-speed rail project connecting three airports (Don Mueang, Suvarnabhumi and U-Tapao), along with the ability to accommodate a total of 200 million air passengers per year.

Chon Buri boasts a large number of families with high purchasing power. Based on data from the Office of the Private Education Commission pertaining to 2023, the province has a total of 13 international schools, the third largest number countrywide following Bangkok and Chiang Mai.

Average school tuition fees stand at around 80,000-650,000 baht per semester, or around 250,000-2,000,000 baht per year.

The new outlet is expected to support the growth of the Eastern Economic Corridor with customer traffic estimated at 30,000-35,000 visitors per day.
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        Pricey policies to curb climate change 'dead'
        The latest climate summit has been as hypocritical and dysfunctional as every one before, with most world leaders not even bothering to turn up. Still, 50,000 people flew in from across the world, while essentially telling the rest of us to stop flying. Poor-country politicians performatively staged a "walk-out", and rich nations ended up promising a climate slush fund of...

      

      
        Household debt plan has many flaws
        It is unanimously agreed that household debt is one of the major economic problems of Thailand. Non-performing loans (NPL) from household debt amount to 1.2 trillion baht according to the National Credit Bureau (NCB). If it includes Special Mentioned (SM) debt (31-90 days of default), the bad debt level would rise to 1.7 trillion baht, or about...

      

      
        Sizing up Chiang Mai
        The mobile cabinet in Chiang Mai tomorrow is not just another routine meeting of cabinet ministers. Rather, it is an early bugle call for the ruling Pheu Thai Party to fight and win the local election in this northern province in February.

      

      
        The world's babies need antibiotics
        Over the last half-century, the number of children who die before reaching the age of five has fallen dramatically, from around 20 million in 1960 to 4.9 million in 2022, largely owing to the Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI). Established by the World Health Organization (WHO) in 1974, the EPI has been extraordinarily successful in providing the youngest people with access to vaccines,...

      

      
        Elon Musk and his US$2 trillion fiscal fantasy
        When the US presidential election was called for Donald Trump, the yield on ten-year US government bonds increased from 4.3% to 4.4%, and the 30-year-bond yield rose from 4.5% to 4.6%, with both remaining at those levels ten days later. As the bond market declined -- higher yields mean lower prices -- the stock market rose. Clearly, investors expect the next Trump administration to produce...

      

      
        Do carbon credits make a difference?
        At COP29 in Baku, carbon credits ignited intense debate from the very start. While Azerbaijan, the host nation, celebrated progress on Article 6, climate justice groups criticised carbon markets for enabling major polluters to continue emitting greenhouse gases.

      

      
        'Bibi' and the International Criminal Court
        The indictment of Israel's prime minister, Benjamin "Bibi" Netanyahu, and former defence minister Yoav Gallant by the International Criminal Court on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity in Gaza has triggered a great deal of public moralising, both pro and con. Almost all of it is missing the point.

      

      
        Local voting rules outdated
        The Election Commission's (EC) decision to hold the forthcoming local elections on a Saturday instead of a Sunday in at least 47 provinces have sparked concerns about adverse impacts on voter turnout.

      

      
        Celebrating 60 years of firm ties
        Singapore's Prime Minister and Minister for Finance Lawrence Wong will make his introductory official visit to Thailand tomorrow. He will be the first foreign head of government that Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra will host in the kingdom.

      

      
        Regional antidotes to counter Trump
        The return of Donald Trump -- now US President-elect, is one of the biggest global shocks. Almost every country is worried about what will happen with the world and economy with the return of Mr Trump's style of protectionism -- this time on steroids. Or, to put it simply, will it be either an "Armageddon" of global instability or a flurry of self-serving deal-making?
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									Pricey policies to curb climate change 'dead'								

															

																The latest climate summit has been as hypocritical and dysfunctional as every one before, with most world leaders not even bothering to turn up. Still, 50,000 people flew in from across the world, while essentially telling the rest of us to stop flying. Poor-country politicians performatively staged a "walk-out", and rich nations ended up promising a climate slush fund of US$300 billion (about 10 trillion baht) a year.
This extravagant pay-off is unlikely to happen, just like previous fanciful pledges made over three decades of climate summits. While virtually every summit has promised to cut emissions, they've increased almost every year, and 2024 reached a new high. In 2021, the world promised to phase-down coal. Since then, coal consumption has only gone up.

We need a different game plan -- and the decisive election of Donald Trump may upend these sanctimonious summits. Therein lies an opportunity for the world.

Carbon emissions continue to grow because cheap, reliable power, mostly from fossil fuels, drives economic growth. Wealthy countries like the US and European Union members have started to cut emissions but the rest of the world remains focused on eradicating poverty.

The rich world has tried to bribe the poor to agree to emission cuts, mainly by rebranding existing development aid. Unsurprisingly, rich countries paying lip service to the pay-offs has led to poor countries paying lip service to the climate pageantry, while actually driving economic growth with ever-more fossil fuels.

Green campaigners insist that the global transition away from fossil fuels is unstoppable, yet over the past decade and even just last year, fossil fuel energy has increased twice as much as green energy. Even the Biden Administration's Energy Information Administration expects fossil fuels to increase all the way to 2050.

Green politicians insist solar and wind are cheaper than fossil fuels, but this is only true when the sun is shining and the wind is blowing. In reality, such renewables need massive subsidies and redistributive taxes, which has driven up electricity costs in the EU by 50% since 2000, now costing each person over $300 extra annually.

Recent years have seen politicians promising feverishly to cut even more carbon -- but the election of Donald Trump, who campaigned on pulling out of the Paris Agreement and scrapping renewable energy projects, means this bubble is bursting.

And these troubles began even before Mr Trump's election. Despite an exuberant stock market in recent years, clean energy shares have lost half their value. After the US election, they immediately tumbled further, based on the expectation that subsidy spigots will be turned off in the US.

The "net zero" green agenda, based on massive subsidies and expensive legislation, will likely cost $27 trillion per year across the century, making it utterly unattractive to most nations. Mr Trump will dump these policies. Without huge transfers of wealth, China, India and many other growing, developing countries will in effect disavow these policies, too. This leaves a rag-tag group mostly from the EU, which can scarcely afford their own policies but have no ability to pay off everyone else.

Fortunately, there is a much better and cheaper way to tackle climate change. Climate economists have long shown that investment in green energy R&D is the most efficient approach. For just a tiny fraction of current, inefficient green spending, we could quintuple global green innovation to drive down the price of new technologies like better batteries and fourth-generation nuclear.

Innovating the price of green energy below fossil fuels is the only way to get everyone to switch. This approach can even help convince policymakers who are sceptical about climate change because they see the vast potential in cheaper energy.

A dose of realism could also end the elite's preoccupation with climate. The rich world faces many challenges: rapid aging, an urgent need for pension reform, growing healthcare costs, flatlining education results, and military threats. The trillions wasted on current climate policies could be much better spent.

For the world's poorer half, problems of poverty, hunger, easily curable infectious diseases, and corruption need more attention, and they have incredibly cheap and effective solutions. Instead of the immense, and mostly poorly spent, climate bribes, this money could boost development across the global south.

Climate campaigners can spend the next four years doubling down on policies that have failed for the past three decades and protesting the Trump Administration for its policy shift. Or they can use the opportunity to refocus on a smarter and much cheaper green innovation policy -- and address all the other urgent problems facing the world.

Bjorn Lomborg is President of the Copenhagen Consensus.
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																It is unanimously agreed that household debt is one of the major economic problems of Thailand. Non-performing loans (NPL) from household debt amount to 1.2 trillion baht according to the National Credit Bureau (NCB). If it includes Special Mentioned (SM) debt (31-90 days of default), the bad debt level would rise to 1.7 trillion baht, or about 12.3% of total household debt outstanding.
With such a high level of bad debt, banks may need to recapitalise, as the current loan loss reserve provision of 838 billion baht is insufficient. After deducting 343 billion baht in non-performing loans (NPLs) from business loans, the loan loss reserve falls short by 700 billion baht in covering household debt NPLs.

The reason why a capital raising requirement is not enforced is because the NPL loan classification standard of the Bank of Thailand (BoT) differs from that of the NCBs.

According to the BoT's loan classification, NPLs for household debt are only 175.8 billion baht, not 1.2 trillion baht. Why is the difference so much? Ask the BoT, not the author.

However, regardless of the BoT's classification, banks are aware the bad debt threat (NPL+SM) is 1.7 trillion baht and behave accordingly. They are not only becoming conservative in issuing new loans but recall as many loans as possible to minimise credit risk. Private credit shrunk 131 billion baht in Q3/2024 after the contraction of 47 billion baht in the quarter before. This cautious practice causes havoc on the economy.

This includes a 27% decline in both housing and automobile sales and rising NPLs. The latest news is that automobile sales fell 36% in October, the lowest in 54 months. It is obvious that the 145 billion baht cash handout in early October has not helped.

To stop the havoc and possibly revive economic growth, the government is pushing for a national household debt restructuring scheme. Some 1.31 trillion baht of household debts -- consisting of (1) housing debt, (2) automobile debt, and (3) SME debt -- is estimated to qualify for the scheme. The incentive for NPL debtors to join the scheme is three years of free interest payments. Since interest payments are forgiven for three years, all proceeds of loan payments during the first three years would go towards principal reductions.

However, it does not come without conditions. Participating debtors would have to strictly follow the minimum repayment requirement. The monthly payment rule is the payment of 50% of regular monthly installments for the first year; payment of 70% of regular monthly installments for the second year; and payment of 90% of regular monthly installments for the third year. Failure to do so means the debt restructuring agreement would be cancelled and no interest give away awarded.

Sound good? Not really. The big question is how debtors come up with cash for the 50% repayment in the first year, the 70% repayment for the second year, and for the 90% for the third year? Most of them barely make ends meet to match today's expenses and income. That is the very reason they become NPLs.

The essence of debt restructuring is to match debt repayment to debtor's cashflow -- the ability to pay. The 50%:70%;90% numbers are picked out of thin air, not based on an individual debtor's ability to pay. How will the government know that most NPL debtors can honour such a commitment?

Most debtors are likely to have a low or no ability to service debt. This inability to pay problem will cause the government's informal debt solving scheme to be a spectacular failure. Out of 10 million estimated informal debtors, about 1.5% joined the government-sponsored debt negotiation programme. The reason could be that 98.5% of debtors could not afford to service debt regardless of the negotiated outcome. Why bother to join?

This question comes up again under the fixed repayment rule of the proposed national debt restructuring scheme. More importantly, the question of "why bother to join?" is one for participating banks as well.

Banks are likely to be unhappy about the scheme as they are asked to shoulder 100% of the interest giveaway cost, which is estimated at 80 billion baht per year. For three years, the total cost would be 240 billion baht. On the surface, it appears the Financial Institution Development Fund (FIDF) would bear half of that cost through reduced fee contributions from 0.46% of the deposit base to 0.23% of the deposit base for three years. But in actuality, the FIDF does not forgive the contribution but only allows deferred payments. Banks would have to pay back the reduced fee in full (with interest) later on.

Even with a reduced FIDF fee contribution, banks' profit is estimated to be 15% less than interest giveaway cost. Therefore, shareholders might not approve banks participating in the scheme.

The interest giveaway cost might also be the reason why state-owned banks will not participate in the national debt restructuring scheme as it could lead to a violation of Article 157 of Wrongful Exercise of Duties by causing financial damages to the state.

Besides, banks already have a much better alternative to doing their own debt restructuring to their NPL debtors with more flexible conditions to suit both customers and themselves. Banks are experts in debt restructuring and have successfully performed 1.03 trillion baht of Trouble Debt Restructuring and 646 billion baht of Pre-emptive Debt Restructuring. The total restructured amount is 1.7 trillion baht so far and banks are doing more. Why bother participating in a national debt restructuring scheme?

Curious minds might want to know why banks have not restructured the remaining 1.31 trillion baht of NPLs? There could be two possible answers -- time and inability to pay.

Give banks more time and they will eventually get to that 1.31 trillion baht. Or it could be a waste of time to restructure this group of NPL debtors as debtors have no ability to pay back. Liquidating their assets makes more sense.

Another flaw of the national debt restructuring scheme is that it does not cover all loan types. The scheme only provides a partial solution, not a total one. It excludes 284 billion baht of personal loan NPLs and 69 billion baht of credit card NPLs. If a debtor defaults on excluded loans, creditors can still take legal action and ask the court to liquidate a debtor's assets.

I do not understand where the government gets the idea that banks will offer new loans after restructuring? It would never happen.

At present, 86.5% of household debt accounts are considered good and disciplined as debtors are paying on schedule despite an unfavourable economic environment. Only 13.5% of accounts become NPLs and SMs. Banks should appreciate paying customers and reward them with more loans. But that does not happen.

The government's proposed scheme helps only NPL debtors and ignores good debtors. If the government wants to see more new loans, it has to improve good debtors' ability to pay. Banks, while appreciating their financial discipline, fear that adding more debt to good debtors will exceed their repayment abilities.

Despite the government's noble intentions, the proposed scheme duplicates a bank's own debt restructuring scheme, with the added flaws of inflexible repayment rules and more costs for banks. It is better for the government and BoT to support and expedite a bank's ongoing restructuring efforts.

Better yet. A national household debt solving scheme for all household debtors, not just for NPL debtors, should be created. That is what the economy really needs, not duplicated actions.
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																The mobile cabinet in Chiang Mai tomorrow is not just another routine meeting of cabinet ministers. Rather, it is an early bugle call for the ruling Pheu Thai Party to fight and win the local election in this northern province in February.
Despite having won every national election since its formation, Pheu Thai was beaten in 2023 by the progressive Move Forward Party (MFP).

It also suffered a brutal defeat in Chiang Mai, known as the bastion of the Shinawatra clan -- three of whom have reigned over the party including former premier Thaksin and current PM Paetongtarn, his daughter.

The most humiliating loss occurred in the San Sai Constituency, hometown of Thaksin and his sister Yingluck, the party's other former premier, where voters chose the MFP candidate instead last year.

In short, losing the election in Chiang Mai is not an option for Pheu Thai. So it is no surprise the Paetongtarn government is making sure the mobile cabinet will have some impact.

The cabinet has set the theme for this meeting as "From Flood to Flourish" to rehabilitate flood-hit infrastructure and rejuvenate the local economy. A budget of 256 million baht has been earmarked for the project covering 18 landscape developments in touristy and business zones.

The cabinet has promised to provide assistance to businesses in the form of a deferred business tax and a three-month waiver of water and electricity payments, among other measures.

The big question is whether these projects will prove to be enough. To be blunt, it might not be sufficient to persuade active Chiang Mai denizens to return to the Shinawatras' umbrella or that of any traditional political groups.

In terms of politics, Chiang Mai's constituencies have evolved into a strong grassroot democracy. Despite the northern city only being second to Bangkok in terms of its size and economy, civic groups in Ching Mai are perhaps the strongest in the country.

During the past decade, civic groups there have campaigned to tackle health and environmental problems such as PM2.5 pollution and forest fires.

Instead of relying on government and local politicians, or even local political dynasties, local people are starting to rely on themselves. For example, one civic group sued the former Prayut Chan-o-cha government at an administrative court for failing to enforce the environmental law -- and they won.

Over a decade ago, researchers at Chiang Mai University developed an app and air monitoring system to deal with PM2.5 and forest fires. In terms of administration and urban development, voters want to see their local administration get more autonomy. That may explain why last year they chose the MFP candidate who promised to let them elect their own governor.

Ms Paetongtarn needs to show the Pheu Thai government is bold and progressive. She can make a big splash by introducing tough laws to tackle PM2.5 and forest fires at a fundamental level by banning mass crops derived from open burning. It must not be forgotten that Thaksin early this year floated the idea of banning maize derived from open burning. Now it is time for the Pheu Thai government to put their words into action.

To regain the Chiang Mai constituency, Pheu Thai and Ms Paetongtarn must think in a new way and act accordingly.
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																Over the last half-century, the number of children who die before reaching the age of five has fallen dramatically, from around 20 million in 1960 to 4.9 million in 2022, largely owing to the Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI). Established by the World Health Organization (WHO) in 1974, the EPI has been extraordinarily successful in providing the youngest people with access to vaccines, saving more than 150 million lives. But while such progress is worthy of celebration, there is still much work to do, because newborns comprise half of all deaths in children under five each year, many of which are caused by infection.
Progress on reducing neonatal mortality has historically been much slower than for children under five, and has begun to stall in recent decades, despite significant reductions in mother-to-child transmission of HIV, syphilis, and hepatitis. That is because many of these deaths are caused by treatable -- but untreated -- bacterial infections. To reverse this trend, the international community must ensure that all children -- especially in the African countries where most of these deaths occur -- can access antibiotics, much like the EPI has done for vaccines.

Infants are particularly susceptible to infections in the first 28 days of life. As a paediatrician, I saw this firsthand when I was younger, working in the neonatal ICU at the Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospital in Soweto. It is possible to ward off some kinds through infection prevention and control; access to water, sanitation, and hygiene; and vaccines. But for those that cannot be prevented, antibiotics are needed to avert further complications such as sepsis, which affects up to three million newborns per year.

Unfortunately, most African countries lack access to existing and new antibiotics, putting already-vulnerable babies at a much higher risk of dying from treatable infections. Shortages of generic versions can be largely attributed to the steady exit of pharmaceutical companies from the antibiotic market in recent decades, owing to low returns. Similarly, new antibiotics are often sold in only the wealthiest countries or priced out of reach for most African governments and citizens.

For example, less than half of the new antibiotics approved between 1999 and 2014 were registered in more than ten countries. Worse, only four of the 40 new antibiotics approved since 2000 are labeled for paediatric use. When drug development is driven primarily by profitability, rather than public-health needs, infants in poorer countries -- one of the world's most vulnerable populations -- get the short end of the stick.

If clinicians cannot access the right first-line antibiotics or use them because of a drug-resistant infection, they often turn to those that are specialised or kept in reserve as a last resort. These substitutes can be less effective, and reliance on them increases the risk of drug resistance developing, making infections more difficult to treat in the long term (although African countries are often priced out of these last-resort antibiotics, too).

As a result, children under five account for one in five deaths caused by drug-resistant infections, with 99.7% of them living in low- and middle-income countries. At the same time, the failure to treat these infections in newborns is fuelling the rise and spread of antimicrobial resistance (AMR), which is already associated with 4.7 million deaths annually.

No country can tackle this problem alone. To ensure that all infants are protected from infection requires an EPI-scale global initiative to help developing countries build their capacity and surveillance, identify the necessary antibiotics, and bolster their health systems. Equally important, we must dramatically increase the availability of existing antibiotics and spur the development of new ones that are safe and effective for children. Both imperatives require prioritising public health over profit.

The United Nations High-Level Meeting on Antimicrobial Resistance recently produced a political declaration committing countries to reduce global AMR-associated deaths by 10% per year until 2030. Donor governments can begin doing this -- and saving the lives of newborns -- by supporting organisations like mine, the Global Antibiotic Research and Development Partnership, which are working to improve access to and encourage the development of antibiotics.

The WHO's Paediatric Drug Optimisation exercises have made a shortlist of antibiotics that should be prioritised above all others for paediatric use. But stakeholders, including the WHO, regulatory agencies, the pharmaceutical industry, non-profit developers, and paediatric experts, must collaborate to shepherd such treatments through development and approval. Preventing infant deaths from treatable infections would go a long way toward stopping the spread of AMR and safeguarding our future. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Glenda Gray is Board Chair of the Global Antibiotic Research & Development Partnership.
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																When the US presidential election was called for Donald Trump, the yield on ten-year US government bonds increased from 4.3% to 4.4%, and the 30-year-bond yield rose from 4.5% to 4.6%, with both remaining at those levels ten days later. As the bond market declined -- higher yields mean lower prices -- the stock market rose. Clearly, investors expect the next Trump administration to produce higher government budget deficits and more debt.
It is not difficult to see why. During Mr Trump's first term in office, he added US$8 trillion to the national debt -- all previous presidents combined had accumulated $20 trillion -- despite having promised to run budget surpluses so large that they would eliminate the national debt within two terms.

In the campaign, he vowed to cut taxes for seemingly every group that caught his fancy. According to the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget's central estimate, Mr Trump's tax proposals imply $10 trillion in foregone revenue over the next ten years. Add to that an extra $1 trillion in interest accrued on the national debt, and the losses far exceed the $3 trillion in added revenue that would come from the sky-high tariffs that Mr Trump has pledged to introduce. This will require the federal government to sell a lot of bonds -- a practice that will keep their price low and interest rates high.

The Republican Party line is that the lost revenue will be offset by spending cuts. It is a refrain we have heard before. In fact, Mr Trump is continuing a 45-year tradition of Republican presidents making sweeping promises to cut government spending, which they claim will more than cover revenue losses from tax cuts. From Ronald Reagan to George W Bush -- and, of course, Mr Trump -- they have all failed spectacularly.

Mr Trump is also upholding another Republican tradition: appointing a toothless advisory commission of businesspeople. This time, it is the new Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) -- to be headed by Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy -- which is supposed to cut waste, fraud, and abuse from the federal budget. According to Mr Musk, DOGE will be able to slash "at least $2 trillion" from the budget per year. This goal -- which amounts to 31% of annual US spending, and 7% of US GDP -- is sheer fantasy.

Don't let the word "Department" fool you: DOGE is an advisory commission, not a government department. And, though Republicans control all branches of government, its recommendations are unlikely to be enacted; they might not even develop into actionable policy proposals. But even if we put aside DOGE's weaknesses -- not to mention the massive ethical conflicts that its activities would create for Mr Musk, the world's richest man -- the $2 trillion figure remains absurd.

When Republicans say they want to slash federal spending, they typically specify that they will not cut mandatory programmes -- so-called entitlement spending. But the major entitlement programmes -- Social Security, Medicare, other healthcare programmes -- accounted for half of all federal spending last year, or 61% if farm-price support and other income-support programmes are included. With retired people comprising a growing share of the population, entitlement spending in the future will only rise.

Interest payments, which account for 13% of total spending, cannot be cut, either -- unless the US wants to default on the national debt. (Though Mr Trump has revelled in his ability to default on debts, having declared business bankruptcy six times, most Republicans are not interested in the US doing so.) And this bill, too, is likely to continue rising as debt is rolled over at interest rates well above the rock-bottom rates of five or 15 years ago.

That leaves discretionary spending, which accounts for about 25% of total expenditure. But if one considers defence spending untouchable -- as most Republicans do -- we are talking about just 12% of the total budget. Can Mr Trump and Mr Musk find their desired savings here? Say they go fully draconian -- starting by abolishing the Department of Education altogether, as Mr Trump has pledged to do. This would reduce total spending by 4%.

Then what? Maybe foreign aid. But, contrary to the impressions of many voters, aid accounts for just 1% of all federal spending. Military aid to Israel -- something Republicans will not touch -- accounts for the largest share. Perhaps Mr Trump would like to cut humanitarian assistance, such as famine relief, but that is just one-fifth of the total.

It is difficult to imagine abolishing the Federal Aviation Administration and other federal transportation programmes -- 2% of spending -- but let's say Mr Trump does it. Let's also say he eliminates all spending on the Department of the Interior and the Department of Commerce. In fact, let us imagine that the US cancels all non-defence discretionary spending. That would still not be enough to save the US federal government $2 trillion annually, let alone pay for Mr Trump's tax cuts and balance the budget.

None of this is to say that US budget deficits -- which are currently running in excess of 6% of GDP -- do not need to be reduced. With the debt-to-GDP ratio having climbed steadily since 1981 -- punctuated by temporary declines in 1994-2000 and 2021-22 -- the national debt is undoubtedly on an unsustainable path. Since last year, the gross debt-to-GDP ratio has broken the record set in 1946, at the end of World War II, and its rise is set to accelerate.

Mr Trump's next administration -- with the sweeping tax cuts it is sure to introduce -- will be a powerful driver of this trend. Financial markets might be buoyant now, but eventually -- and perhaps before too long -- they will come to appreciate the unsustainability of US debt. At that point, Social Security and other entitlement spending will be cut far more sharply than if they were cut now, or if taxes were not cut.

Supporters often say that a businessman like Mr Trump or Mr Musk will know how to put America's fiscal house in order. But the smart money says they have no idea what they are doing. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Jeffrey Frankel, Professor of Capital Formation and Growth at Harvard University, served as a member of President Bill Clinton's Council of Economic Advisers. He is a research associate at the US National Bureau of Economic Research.
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									Do carbon credits make a difference?								

															

																At COP29 in Baku, carbon credits ignited intense debate from the very start. While Azerbaijan, the host nation, celebrated progress on Article 6, climate justice groups criticised carbon markets for enabling major polluters to continue emitting greenhouse gases.
A carbon credit represents the right to emit one metric tonne of CO2 equivalent or an equivalent amount of other greenhouse gases (GHGs). These credits can be generated through projects that either avoid emissions or sequester carbon from the atmosphere, such as reforestation or renewable energy initiatives.

Indeed, the cross-border carbon markets are not new. The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), established under the Kyoto Protocol, has been operated since 2004. The CDM allowed developed countries to invest in emission reduction projects in developing nations in order to claim carbon credits to offset emissions generated in their own countries. Therefore, industrial investors and companies in developed nations invested in CDM projects in other countries to meet their own emission targets without disrupting their economic activities.

It must be recalled that Article 6 of the Paris Agreement enhances the CDM, which aims to foster international collaboration to achieve Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) -- each country's specific climate action plans to limit global warming. Article 6 introduces two distinct pathways for carbon trading.

Article 6.2 allows two countries to forge bilateral carbon trading agreements tailored to their specific needs. This means that countries can directly negotiate how they will exchange carbon credits, providing flexibility and cooperation based on mutual goals.

Article 6.4 aims to establish a centralised, United Nations-managed system. This system is intended to create a standardised framework where countries and companies can offset their carbon emissions by purchasing and trading verified carbon credits. The UN oversees this process to ensure transparency.

Supporters of the carbon market argue that carbon credits are essential for incentivising companies to reduce emissions and for channelling financial resources to projects in the Global South. They believe a global carbon market enhances efficiency by allowing countries to leverage their unique strengths.

For example, renewable energy projects such as solar farms in countries with abundant natural resources and lower labour costs can generate carbon credits more cheaply than similar projects in high-income nations with limited renewable potential. This results in lower costs per ton of carbon reduced on a global scale.

A report by the International Emissions Trading Association, a Geneva-based think tank, states that the full implementation of Article 6 could reduce the costs associated with meeting NDCs by up to $250 billion (8.7 trillion baht) by 2030. This financial incentive is particularly crucial for developing nations that may struggle to fund their climate initiatives independently.

Opponents argue that carbon markets can perpetuate "carbon colonialism". Under this premonition, vast lands in the Global South will be used to offset emissions from the Global North, allowing wealthy nations to evade their direct climate responsibilities. A significant concern is the negative impact on human rights, as reported by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The current carbon market system lacks adequate human rights and environmental safeguards, making it vulnerable to abuse.

For instance, communities involved in forest conservation projects in Peru, which sell carbon credits, have faced forced evictions and conflicts with local authorities. Similarly, some hydropower projects that sell carbon credits highlight their environmental benefits while ignoring the social impacts, such as displacing local communities and losing traditional ways of life. These cases show that without strict regulations, carbon markets can cause social injustices.

A particularly troubling issue is that some carbon credits may not deliver the promised carbon reduction. One notable example is the forest conservation projects in Kariba, Zimbabwe. Verified by Verra, the world's largest carbon credit certifier, the Kariba project has sold carbon credits worth hundreds of millions of euros since 2011.

However, the carbon credits sold by this project are based on a questionable estimation model that predicts the deforestation rate if conservation projects were not in place and then claims that the preserved trees can be sold as carbon removal credits. For example, if the model estimates a deforestation rate of 3% per year and assumes that conservation projects reduce this rate to zero, the project can sell carbon credits equivalent to the sequestered carbon from those 3% of forests that have been preserved.

In theory, this approach works in an ideal scenario where long-term deforestation rates can be accurately predicted without conservation projects. In reality, these estimations are prone to overestimation, meaning that the actual emission reductions may be significantly lower than the carbon credits sold in the market.

The Kariba project is not an isolated incident. A recent study published in Nature Communications, a peer-reviewed scientific journal, analysed 65 studies that evaluated the quality of carbon credits across 2,346 carbon mitigation projects. The researchers estimate that out of the 972 million carbon credits issued globally to date, approximately 812 million do not correspond to a full metric ton of C02 reduction. In other words, only about 16% of carbon credits accurately reflect climate impact.

These findings present grim prospects for the carbon market. However, there is also a silver lining because at least the valid carbon credits are above zero. The challenge now is to expand the proportion of high-quality carbon credits and prevent fraudulent projects from entering the market. Lessons from over two decades of experience, combined with improved monitoring technology and more accurate estimation methods, can help achieve this.

These statistics also indicate that the carbon market is not a silver bullet but should serve as a supporting mechanism to facilitate a low-carbon transition. The ideal carbon credit should be high in quality, limited in quantity, and appropriately priced, with strict monitoring and regulations. Additionally, effective grievance mechanisms must be in place to ensure that carbon markets do not violate human rights.

Phasing out fossil fuels remains an urgent priority, and formalised climate finance from developed countries is still necessary to address climate change effectively. Carbon markets cannot replace the need for direct action and substantial financial support to achieve meaningful climate progress.

Ultimately, whether carbon credits become a valuable tool in the fight against climate change or remain ineffective and potentially harmful hinges on the well-regulated Article 6. The outcomes of COP29's discussions on Article 6 may not be perfect, but at least they provide much-needed clarity to international efforts to coordinate emissions trading and carbon crediting.

Importantly, the agreement ensures that countries will continue dialogue on this issue and persist in refining and improving the guidelines.

Rapeepat Ingkasit is the head of research at Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT), a think tank devoted to propelling sustainable financial practices and assisting in Thailand's transition towards a low-carbon economy. Learn more at https://climatefinancethai.com.
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																The indictment of Israel's prime minister, Benjamin "Bibi" Netanyahu, and former defence minister Yoav Gallant by the International Criminal Court on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity in Gaza has triggered a great deal of public moralising, both pro and con. Almost all of it is missing the point.
Mr Netanyahu and Mr Gallant have not been found guilty of anything.

However, Israeli weapons under their ultimate control have killed more than 44,000 people, most of them innocent civilians, in the past year, and no Israeli court or official inquiry has examined the circumstances of their deaths.

Moreover, it is extremely unlikely that any Israeli authority will conduct such an investigation so long as Mr Netanyahu is in power.

It is in cases like this that the ICC must act -- even though it can only expect compliance from countries that have signed the Rome Statute and accepted its authority.

So why have most countries signed up to the ICC, while a minority have not?

As American mobster Al Capone once put it, "You get more with kind words and a gun than with kind words alone."

That is why Russia, China, the United States and India do not recognise the jurisdiction of the ICC. As great powers (at least in their own minds), they still have guns that work.

For "gun" read guns, rockets, bombers, aircraft carriers, submarines and nuclear weapons in large enough numbers to frighten lesser powers into submission, or kill enough of their citizens to make the rest obey.

For "kind words" read diplomacy, the rule of law, the United Nations Charter, the whole edifice of non-violent dispute settlement that weaker countries hope will protect them from the untrammeled power of the strong. Sometimes, it does protect them. Sometimes it doesn't.

Whether a country signs up for the ICC or rejects its authority is not a moral choice (although supporters of the ICC often pretend it is).

By and large, countries that think they can still get their own way by force usually reject the ICC, while those that doubt their ability to protect themselves sign up.

The latter group includes even most of the former great powers (Germany, France, the United Kingdom, Japan) that would once have relied exclusively on their own military power for their security.

Yet Israel, which is not even a former great power, has refused to join the ICC and indeed regularly condemns it in the harshest terms. Why?

We might reasonably assume that it is because Israel can still get more with a gun (and can even skip the kind words).

This is largely because a genuine superpower, the United States, is pledged to protect it from retaliation.

But the question remains: how can the ICC bring charges against two leading Israeli politicians if Israel has not signed the treaty?

It can do so because of the legal principle of "complementarity". The ICC has no power to interfere if alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity are being properly investigated and, if necessary, prosecuted by the courts of a law-abiding sovereign state.

But it is the court of last resort for places where such investigations are not taking place.

Mr Netanyahu could have avoided these arrest warrants simply by opening a credible investigation by Israel's own legal authorities into his own and his government's conduct before, during and since the Hamas attacks of Oct 7, 2023.

He chose not to do so because he rightly feared that such an investigation would cause his coalition government to fall.

Member states are obliged to carry out the ICC's arrest warrants. Non-members are not, so Mr Netanyahu is not in any immediate danger of arrest.

If he sets foot in any of the 124 countries that have signed the treaty, however, he could be arrested and transported to The Hague for trial.

Mr Netanyahu won't go to jail over this, but even long-term friends and de facto allies of Israel like the United Kingdom say they will "follow the law" if he shows up on their soil. (Russian dictator Vladimir Putin participated in a recent summit in South Africa entirely by Zoom because he feared arrest on an ICC warrant.)

The Israeli prime minister's world has suddenly shrunk by more than half. Moreover, his trial at home on charges of breach of trust, accepting bribes, and fraud, halted a year ago when the war began, will reopen early next month. Mr Netanyahu may be running out of rope.

Gwynne Dyer is an independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. His latest book is 'Intervention Earth: Life-Saving Ideas from the World's Climate Engineers'. Last year's book, 'The Shortest History of War', is also still available.
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																The Election Commission's (EC) decision to hold the forthcoming local elections on a Saturday instead of a Sunday in at least 47 provinces have sparked concerns about adverse impacts on voter turnout.
The country is to see several elections on Feb 1 -- a Saturday -- for chairmen and members of Provincial Administration Organisations (PAO) as those in office will complete their terms en masse next month.

The EC cited technicalities regarding time limits -- organising new elections within 60 days after the expiry of PAO chairs and members' terms -- as a reason for choosing Feb 1 as the poll date.

Yet, few find the agency's reason convincing. By political norms, all the elections in this country's political history have taken place on Sundays, as it's well understood that many voters live and work far away from their birthplace, where they have to return to for polling and need time to travel.

If voting is to be held on a Saturday, a large number of voters will miss it as they don't have enough travelling time. Besides the fact that Saturday is a working day for many eligible voters, some of them may not be able to have a day off to vote.

The People's Party said it will petition the EC tomorrow to press for a change of poll date back to Sunday to facilitate more voters. The EC has no reason to ignore the petition.

In fact, it's time for the EC to realise that it cannot be complacent with its ongoing practices and performance, particularly regarding local elections, if it wants to boost voter turnout. The latest figures are unsatisfactory.

Except for the Phetchaburi PAO election last Sunday, all the races in other provinces, namely Udon Thani, Surin, and Nakhon Si Thammarat, saw lower-than-expected voter turnout, with 52.17%, 52.93%, and 55.8%, respectively. Voter turnout for PAO chairman polls in Pathum Thani and other provinces was no better. Only one-third of voters made it to polling stations in Pathum Thani last September.

Low turnout in Udon Thani last Sunday, in particular, is very unusual given that it was a fierce two-horse race involving titans from both rival parties. The people of Udon Thani take pride in their advanced democratisation, while several observers believe the poll results in this northeastern province have significant implications for national politics.

Such disappointing figures only demonstrate a blunder in the poll law that does not enable advance voting. Unfortunately, the EC has shrugged off calls to amend the local election law to facilitate more voters.

Polling regulations for local elections are unrealistic. A glaring example is that voters must travel home to cast ballots in their communities. In a national election, voters can cast ballots in advance at designated polling sites, such as designated provincial and district offices or Thai embassies for eligible voters overseas.

Without advance and more convenient polling, low turnout will only secure a chance for incumbent politicians and those holding on to the clients-patron system. Under such circumstances, the country will be trapped in unhealthy, stagnant politics.

If the poll agency is sincere and wishes to keep its promise of fair and transparent elections, it must be open to changes, such as fixing the law to allow advance voting.

If a Saturday is necessary, then there are no excuses for the poll agency to maintain business-as-usual practice.
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																Singapore's Prime Minister and Minister for Finance Lawrence Wong will make his introductory official visit to Thailand tomorrow. He will be the first foreign head of government that Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra will host in the kingdom.
The visit holds great significance for both countries as Singapore and Thailand prepare to celebrate 60 years of diplomatic relations next year. This joyous occasion also coincides with the 60th birthday of Singapore. Thailand was one of the first countries to recognise Singapore's independence on Aug 9, 1965.

However, our two countries' deep friendship goes back much further. Even before modern Singapore was founded, Siamese merchants visited Singapore regularly for trading activities when Singapore was still a British colony in the 19th century.

In March 1871, His Majesty King Rama V (King Chulalongkorn) made Singapore the first foreign destination ever visited by a Siamese monarch. His Majesty gave a bronze elephant statue to the people of Singapore as a gift to commemorate the momentous occasion. This state visit also marked the start of close ties between Singapore and Thailand.

Today, the monument continues to stand proudly at Singapore's Old Parliament House, an enduring reminder of the long history of amity and friendship our two countries share.

As we look back at the past 59 years of bilateral relations, both countries have become steadfast partners in many areas, including defence, civil service cooperation, as well as in trade and investments. Our relations are multi-faceted and have always been based on mutual trust and benefit.

Several key areas continue to underpin the warm ties between Singapore and Thailand.

First, our economic relationship is substantive and strong.

Singapore and Thailand have always been among each other's top 10 trading partners. Singapore also continues to be a steadfast investor in Thailand because we believe in Thailand's economic potential.

Last year, Singapore was the second-largest foreign investor in Thailand, with an investment value of $4.8 billion Singapore dollars. Our growing trade and investment links reflect the upward trajectory of our bilateral relationship.

Second, our people-to-people ties are robust.

For instance, the Singapore-Thailand Civil Service Exchange Programme was created in 1998 to institutionalise civil service exchanges and enable officials to forge stronger links and learn from each other in order to better serve our peoples.

There are also over 70 Singapore schools that have established partnerships with Thai schools and offer valuable opportunities for youths in both Thailand and Singapore to broaden their horizons.

Thailand is a popular tourist destination for Singaporeans, and vice-versa. Over one million visitors from Singapore made Thailand their holiday destination in 2023 -- which is about one in every six persons of our 5.9 million population!

Culturally, there are many traces of Thai culture and influence in Singapore. One prime example is Wat Ananda Metyarama, the oldest Thai temple in Singapore. Having been in Singapore for over 100 years, the temple is a unique blend of Thai and Singaporean culture and is a sanctuary for Buddhists to congregate and appreciate the varied aspects of Thai culture.

While our relationship is mature, both countries are continually exploring new areas of cooperation and have become trailblazers in a variety of fields.

For instance, Singapore and Thailand established the world's first real-time payment system linkage between Singapore's PayNow and Thailand's PromptPay in 2021 to enable our citizens to remit funds quickly, conveniently and at low cost. This has further laid the groundwork for Singapore and Thailand to pursue convenient cross-border payments with our fellow Asean member states and beyond.

Similarly, we paved the way by launching the first exchange-level depository receipts tie-up in Asean with the Thailand-Singapore Depository Receipts Linkage. Investors in our two countries can now directly buy and sell shares of publicly-listed Singapore companies and Thai companies through their local broker arrangements and in their local currency, which will contribute to a more accessible and integrated Asean stock exchange market.

As with the progress we have made in digital economy cooperation, there is more that Singapore and Thailand can do together and we are hopeful that Prime Minister Wong's visit would spur both sides to announce new areas of interest.

As we celebrate the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations next year, Singapore and Thailand have agreed to commemorate this under the theme "Singapore-Thailand: Realising Opportunities for New Growth - STRONG @ 60".

It demonstrates both the progress and potential of Singapore-Thailand relations and captures both countries' desire to work even closer together.

More significantly, STRONG @ 60 represents a commitment to build on the already solid foundation between Singapore and Thailand to chart an ambitious and comprehensive agenda and break new ground for the mutual benefit of our peoples.

Catherine Wong is Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Singapore to the Kingdom of Thailand.
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									Regional antidotes to counter Trump								
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																The return of Donald Trump -- now US President-elect, is one of the biggest global shocks. Almost every country is worried about what will happen with the world and economy with the return of Mr Trump's style of protectionism -- this time on steroids. Or, to put it simply, will it be either an "Armageddon" of global instability or a flurry of self-serving deal-making?
Mr Trump's "America First" mantra sends a clear message: No mercy as US interests come first and above all else. That means the rest of the world will have to run for cover and find a way to fend for itself. With Mr Trump seemingly unrestrained this time, his policies could unleash unfathomable repercussions on the global order. Southeast Asia, in particular, must be ready to respond to the possible fallout of Mr Trump's isolationist and transactional worldview. Will the America First strategy make the MAGA (Make America Great Again) slogan a reality? Nobody knows.

Here are five key strategies that Southeast Asia can adopt to mitigate the potential harm of Mr Trump's policies.

First is the approaching new normal. The region must accept that the US, as the familiar political system, will never be the same. For the US, despite the US federal government having three branches -- legislative, executive and judicial -- the Republican Party now dominates Congress and the Supreme Court and will consolidate power in a way never seen before. Just examine the list of proposed key positions so far in his new cabinet, and one can easily lose sleep. This shift challenges and certainly undermines the check and balances mechanism. So, Mr Trump has been emboldened to pursue policies with little restraint, which has already shaken global trust in US leadership.

Second is to strengthen people-centred policies and democratic institutions.

With Mr Trump, Washington's effort to promote democracy abroad is taking a back seat. Therefore, Southeast Asian nations should not depend on the sole authority of American democratic narratives. They can explore alternative models of governance tailored to local contexts without violating civic and political rights. Though it might not be as liberal as the West, the regional model has provided much-needed stability and progress, with some constructive practices and lessons learned for other developing countries.

In detail, under Mr Trump, Joe Biden's initiatives like the Summit for Democracy may be toast. The past three summits, the latest one held last December in South Korea, have further frustrated US ties with friends and allies. It is highly likely the various plans to promote democracy and press freedom abroad agreed upon will be shelved.

Nonetheless, it is hoped that by championing inclusive governance (leaving no one behind) and strengthening regional cooperation, Southeast Asia, under the Asean umbrella, can show that democracy is not a one-size-fits-all concept. The new Asean Community Vision 2045, which the bloc's leaders will adopt in May next year, will show the way. The vision pledges to uphold democratic principles, the rule of law and respect for and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Third is creating a balance between the US and China.

Without the democracy-related irritants, Southeast Asia will still have to face Mr Trump's China card. Since the 2000s, The Middle Kingdom has been a central issue in US politics, but Mr Trump's rhetoric has weaponised it like no other American leader. From tariffs to tech bans, Mr Trump has demonised China to rally domestic support. This adversarial approach will certainly intensify in his second term, negatively impacting global trade and the international order. Lately, within the Asean diplomatic community, there has been a concern that Mr Biden's two-year-old brainchild, the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, will be the first casualty after Mr Trump's inauguration in January.

Southeast Asia, situated in the centre of the Indo-Pacific and at the crossroads of US-China competition, must balance this rivalry carefully. Regional economies and stability depend heavily on trade and close ties with both powers. As the Asean summit last month manifested, the bloc must increase trade and investment with one another and strengthen and diversify its supply chains.

All Asean members have already engaged with emerging economies to reduce dependence on either Washington or Beijing. Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand became Brics partners last month, much to the chagrin of their Western friends. Fortunately, each year-end, Asean still has the convening and convincing power to attract all key global players to rendezvous in the region to pledge stronger regional cooperation.

The question is how Southeast Asia, individually or collectively, can deal with Mr Trump's worldviews through a transactional lens. His unconventional position on US alliances has already caused goosebumps as he had the audacity to ask for financial contributions in exchange for Washington's protection. His past comments on Taiwan, South Korea, and Nato allies were indicative of his intentions. This "protection fee" demand will further weaken the mutual trust and shared responsibility with the US.

Fourth is developing good friendships with other nations.

Southeast Asia must maintain good relations and form multifaceted partnerships with other global players, including China, the European Union, Japan, South Korea, India, Russia, Australia, Brazil and the Gulf States. Under Malaysia's Asean chair, these partnerships will be greatly strengthened. Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has made it clear that these partnerships can provide alternative sources of economic and security support when needed to absorb possible shocks resulting from the unpredictability of Mr Trump's policies.

Fifth is promoting a multipolar world order.

Finally, the new administration's isolationist and tariff-obsessed policies could be disruptive. Mr Trump has said that he will impose 10-20% tariffs on all imports and 60% on Chinese imports. Such measures will destabilise supply chains and hurt emerging economies. Southeast Asia will be one of the major targets, especially key Asean members, which have large trade surpluses with the US. Doubtless, Mr Trump will make more enemies than friends during his first 100 days.

So, Southeast Asia must further promote the rise of a multipolar world order. That explains why the region places importance on the United Nations and Asean charters. So are the various Asean-led mechanisms which have already played crucial roles in shaping a more balanced global system. With more signatories to the Asean's regional code of conduct, Treaty of Amity and Cooperation, the bloc would win more friends and expand its influence in international decision-making processes and forums.

Obviously, a multipolar world and Mr Trump's America First policy will further dilute US dominance in the region if he proceeds vigorously. With its strategic location, rich resources, dynamic economies, and diverse cultures, Southeast Asia can come together and build new partnerships with like-minded countries to promote peace, sustainability, and shared prosperity.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
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        K-pop superstars NewJeans quit agency
        The K-pop superstars NewJeans have officially declared they plan to part ways with Hybe, in a dramatic step that could spark legal battles with South Korea's most powerful music company.&nbsp;

      

      
        New movies out this week: Nov 28-Dec 4
        New releases that hit cinema in Thailand this week.&nbsp;

      

      
        Thailand gets its first 3 Michelin-starred restaurant
        Sorn has become the first Thai restaurant in the world to be awarded three Michelin stars in the eighth edition of the Michelin Guide Thailand 2025, announced in Bangkok on Wednesday.

      

      
        Ayutthaya after dark
        When the sky is bathed in the glow of twilight, illumination displays will spotlight five historical sites to bring the ancient capital of Ayutthaya back to life as part of Ayutthaya Sundown 2024, which runs until Feb 16. This schedule gives visitors ample free time for weekend sightseeing excursions between 6pm and 9pm.

      

      
        Choi Jin-hyuk to meet fans in Bangkok
        This Saturday, fans of Choi Jin-hyuk can meet him at "2024 Choi Jin-hyuk Fan-Con Tour In Bangkok". Organised by 247 Entertainment, the event will take place at Aksra Theatre King Power.

      

      
        Bangkok Street Performer fest returns
        Public areas in the heart of the capital will be transformed into centres of music and arts for the Bangkok Street Performer Festival 2024, which will run for one day only on Saturday, from 1pm to 9pm.

      

      
        Renowned jazzer Dan Costa to play in Bangkok
        World-class jazz pianist Dan Costa will take everyone on a journey through beautiful melodies and exciting rhythms during his piano solo concert at Sala Sudasiri Sobha, Lat Phrao Soi 41 yaek 7-2, on Sunday at 4pm.

      

      
        Charming Chiang Mai Flower Festival kicks off
        Set against starry skies and mountainous landscapes, Chiang Mai Provincial Administrative Organisation Park will be turned into an illuminated botanical wonder for the annual Charming Chiang Mai Flower Festival that runs from Friday until Jan 5, 2025.
&nbsp;

      

      
        New feasts for your palate
        Bangkok is a city that never sleeps, at least in the food and beverage department. Blink and you'll miss another new restaurant opening or a drink launch.&nbsp;Guru By Bangkok Post is making sure that even if you blink, you don't miss out on the new taste tinglers that are worth mentioning.

      

      
        A roaring return
        The return of American pop-rock band Imagine Dragons on Saturday was worth the six-year wait.&nbsp;
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									K-pop superstars NewJeans quit agency

									Dramatic move follows ousting of band's producer and could set the stage for legal fight
								

								The K-pop superstars NewJeans have officially declared they plan to part ways with Hybe, in a dramatic step that could spark legal battles with South Korea's most powerful music company. 
								The chart-topping girl group said that as of Nov 29 they are also terminating their exclusive contract with their record label ADOR, an affiliate of Hybe.

ADOR said, however, that the agreement between it and the band members "remains in full effect".

"Therefore, we respectfully request that the group continue its collaboration with ADOR on upcoming activities, as has been the practice to date," it said in a statement.

The group has been caught in the middle of infighting between executives of Hybe and ADOR's former chief executive, who is the band's creative director.

The latest controversy in the K-pop scene has gripped South Korea this year, with a blame game of accusations, audits and an emotional press conference making headlines.

At an emergency press conference on Thursday night, NewJeans said the termination is due to breach of contract by the management company.

"We are well aware that from today we may not be able to use our current name NewJeans," said NewJeans member Danielle. "However, that doesn't mean that we are giving up on the name at all.

"We will continue to fight for new dreams regardless of our name. Just remember that NewJeans never dies."

"Once we leave ADOR, we'll aim to proceed freely with the activities that we really desire," she continued.

"We really wish to be able to release new music for Bunnies, next year, as soon as possible, whenever," she said, referring to their fans.

NewJeans' unilateral decision to break up with Hybe comes after a months-long revolt against the agency. With a few years left on their original contract, an objection from the management company may result in legal actions that could drag on for months or years. 

A representative for NewJeans stated that the group may go through legal proceedings if necessary once they hire a lawyer. It is unclear how the group can continue their activities, whether through a new entity or with another record label. 

The internal strife came to public attention earlier this year when Hybe argued that Min Hee-jin, the producer behind the group, had attempted to seize control of the label. Min refuted the allegation and publicly denounced Hybe.

Min, who owns an 18% of stake in ADOR, was ordered by its board to step down from the top management role, while remaining as a board member and producer. NewJeans sent an ultimatum to Hybe, demanding the firm reinstate the ousted producer as chief executive officer. 

Without Hybe's decision to reinstate Min, the producer stepped down from the board and left the company last week, warning of legal actions against alleged illegal acts by Hybe. 

NewJeans made their debut in 2022 as a five-member act and quickly became one of the most popular K-pop bands globally, with hits like Attention and Super Shy. The group helped the music label generate about 110 billion won ($79 million) of revenue last year, contributing to about 5% of Hybe's consolidated sales. 

"We would certainly love to continue working with Min if we can," said another member, Minji.
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									New movies out this week: Nov 28-Dec 4

									Watch 'Wai Nhum 2544' to learn why you would never want to land in Thai jails
								

								New releases that hit cinema in Thailand this week. 
								[image: ]

The Lord Of The Rings: The Return Of The King 

Directed by Peter Jackson.

Who's in it?

Elijah Wood, Viggo Mortensen and Ian McKellen.

What's it about? 

Gandalf and Aragorn lead the World Of Men against Sauron's army to draw his gaze from Frodo and Sam as they approach Mount Doom with the One Ring.

Why watch it?

Since John Rhys-Davies suffered constant rashes from wearing the Gimli make-up, the make-up department gave him the opportunity to throw his Gimli mask into the fire on his last day of pick-up photography. He didn't hesitate a moment to grab and burn it.
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404 Sukeenirun... Run Run

Directed by Pichaya Jarusboonpracha.

Who's in it?

Chantavit Dhanasevi, Kanyawee Songmuang and Pittaya Saechua.

What's it about?

Nakrob, a young real estate swindler, discovers an abandoned hillside hotel by the beach. Seeing an opportunity, he decides to turn it into a luxury hotel scam.

Why watch it?

If only to remind yourself of the "haunted" luxury hotel up North. 
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Wai Nhum 2544

Directed by Puttipong "Put" Nakthong.

Who's in it? 

Nat Kitcharit, Arak Pae Amornsupasiri, Itkron "Jaii" Pungkiatrussamee, Bhumibhat "Aelm" Thavornsiri, Benjamin Joseph Varney and Todsapol "Top" Maisuk. 

What's it about?

A boy from the slums, had no choice but to endure his circumstances, feeling that he could never have the same worth as others. He accepts being bullied just to survive in society. Arrested for selling drugs, he ends up in prison and soon realises life behind bars is no different from a dumping ground for society's rejects.

Why watch it?

To never end up in prison. 
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The Quintessential Quintuplets

Directed by Masato Jinbo.

Who's in it?

The voices of Yoshitsugu Matsuoka, Inori Minase, Ayana Taketatsu, Kana Hanazawa, Ayane Sakura and Miku Ito. 

What's it about? 

The long-awaited honeymoon episode, based on an original concept by Negi Haruba and under his complete supervision, is brought to life on screen.

Why watch it?

The daily lives of Futaro and the quintuplets as adults.
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Kimi No Bro (The Colours Within)

Directed by Naoko Yamada.

Who's in it?

The voices of Sayu Suzukawa, Akari Takaishi and Taisei Kido. 

What's it about?

A girl who can see colours in people's hearts joins a band with two other people.

Why watch it?

Naoko Yamada's fifth feature-length film.
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Baekhyun Lonsdaleite

Directed by Oh Yoon-dong.

Who's in it?

Baekhyun.

What's it about? 

Starting in Seoul in March and spanning 13 cities across Asia, the tour ended with a spectacular finale, capturing unforgettable moments. Audiences can relive performances of Baekhyu's hit songs such as "Bambi", "Candy" and "UN Village", all delivered with stunning choreography and flawless live vocals, reigniting the excitement of the day.

Why watch it?

Exclusive interviews and behind-the-scenes footage, available only in this film, offer an intimate look into Baekhyun's journey.



[image: ]

Nin Siu Yat Gei (Time Still Turns The Pages)

Directed by Yick-Him Cheuk.

Who's in it? 

Chun Yip Lo, Ronald Cheng and Hanna Chan.

What's it about? 

A schoolteacher re-lives painful childhood memories after discovering concerning information about an at-risk student.

Why watch it?

"Director Cheuk, who also wrote the screenplay, knocked it out of the park with his feature film debut."



PREMIERES ON DEC 4
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Moana 2

Directed by David G. Derrick Jr., Jason Hand and Dana Ledoux Miller.

Who's in it?

The voices of Dwayne Johnson, Auli'i Cravalho and Alan Tudyk.

What's it about?

After receiving an unexpected call from her wayfinding ancestors, Moana journeys to the far seas of Oceania and into dangerous, long-lost waters for an adventure unlike anything she has ever faced.

Why watch it?

Originally began as a television series in 2020, with plans for the series to air on Disney+. In February, the series was transformed into a cinematic sequel.
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									Thailand gets its first 3 Michelin-starred restaurant

									Sorn is awarded three stars, with one new two-starred restaurant and 5 new one-starred entries
								

								Sorn has become the first Thai restaurant in the world to be awarded three Michelin stars in the eighth edition of the Michelin Guide Thailand 2025, announced in Bangkok on Wednesday.
								[image: ]
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Sorn, helmed by chef Supaksorn "Ice" Jongsiri, was upgraded to three stars, the top honour that had eluded Thai restaurants since Michelin Guide made its debut in 2017. Specialising in southern Thai cuisine painstakingly prepared using traditional methods, Sorn was promoted for its "excellence, quality and consistency", Michelin said in a statement.

Since winning its first Michelin star accolade in the 2019 edition, Sorn had retained its two-star billing for five years in a row. The restaurant is located in a traditional Thai house off Sukhumvit Soi 26, and reservations are open on the 15th of each month for the following month for international guests seeking a table. The set menu is priced at 7,200 baht.

From Thailand's first three stars to a brand-new two star, plus four fresh one star and a green star shining bright, highlights include progressive twists on tradition, unforgettable seasonal plates, and a dynamic dining scene that keeps raising the bar.

[image: Sorn (Photo: Diego Arenas)]
Sorn, famed for its southern Thai cuisine and located off Sukhumvit Soi 26 in Bangkok, is the country's first Michelin three-star restaurant. (Photo: Diego Arenas)



The newly released guide features 462 establishments, seven two Michelin stars, 28 one Michelin stars, 156 Bib Gourmand (20 new entries), and 270 Michelin selected entries (44 new entries).

Among the new additions to the Guide, 20 are from Chon Buri (5 Bib Gourmand, and 15 Michelin selected entries), the newly covered destination.

Cote by Mauro Colagreco is the only addition to the two Michelin star list. The four newcomers awarded one Michelin star are: Akkee, a restaurant where bold, regional dishes of classic Thai recipes traditionally prepared in a no-frills kitchen to bring a rustic edge and distinct flavours, are served in an immersive, dimly lit setting; Avant, a restaurant helmed by a Singaporean chef who combines traditional and modern techniques with meticulous attention to detail; Goat, a restaurant that cleverly brings together elements of Thai, Chinese, and Western cuisines in a Thai seasonal concept, using herbs grown onsite and ingredients sourced from all over Thailand; and Aulis, a restaurant with a "Chef's Table" concept, offering the multi-course tasting menu that presents native ingredients, many sourced from Thailand and local grower collaborations. It is noteworthy that among the newcomers, two are located outside of Bangkok: Akkee in Nonthaburi, and Aulis in Phang-Nga.

[image: Akkee (Photo: Broduction House)]
Akkee (Photo: Broduction House)
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Avant (Photo: Oat Komkrich)
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Aulis (Photo: Cristian Barnett)



The only Michelin-starred laureate promoted from the Michelin Selected category is Coda, a restaurant that celebrates the essence of regional Thai cuisine while incorporating modern techniques to forge a fresh identity, offering a concise, expertly seasoned tasting menu, rife with delicate yet richly layered flavours.

[image: Coda (Photo: SixtySix Visual)]
Coda (Photo: SixtySix Visual)



Sushi Masato, Canvas, Cadence by Dan Bark and Khao Ekkamai did not retain their stars this year.

For more information, visit the Michelin Guide Thailand website.
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									Ayutthaya after dark

									Explore the ancient capital's rich history through five illuminated sites
								

								When the sky is bathed in the glow of twilight, illumination displays will spotlight five historical sites to bring the ancient capital of Ayutthaya back to life as part of Ayutthaya Sundown 2024, which runs until Feb 16. This schedule gives visitors ample free time for weekend sightseeing excursions between 6pm and 9pm.
								Across the front of Wat Phra Ram, a sizable swamp has been turned into a sea of lotuses and passersby can see the reflection of the ancient ruins in the water. Taking a closer look at what was once known as Nong Sano, visitors may recall the time when the Ayutthaya kingdom was established and the dirt beneath the marsh was excavated to expand the vicinity so the surrounding royal palace and temples could be built.

Located in the heart of town, King Ramesuan constructed Wat Phra Ram at his father's cremation site in 1369 and it was completed in the reign of King Boromtrailokanat, according to the Ayutthaya Chronicles by Luang Prasert. The main pagoda's crypt wall was painted in ancient murals that used the colour palettes of red, black, brown, yellow and off-white to portray earlier Buddhas.

After degrading over time, Wat Phra Ram and other temples in Ayutthaya underwent extensive renovations under the reign of King Borommakot. The remains of an ordination hall, a sermon hall and neighbouring pagodas are still visible.

[image: Wat Chaiwatthanaram.]
Wat Chaiwatthanaram.
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Just a short drive, the Historical Records of The Royal Secretary gives visitors a hint to discover a treasure trove at Wat Maha That. Originally erected in the reign of King Borommarachathiraj I, it allows visitors to relive the moment when King Ramesuan returned to the capital after a fight in the North, and, on his way to Mongkla Phisake Throne Hall, spotted the revered Buddha relics farther to the east of the Grand Palace.

In 1384, he ordered the construction of a main pagoda to enshrine Buddha relics, but it fell in the reign of King Songtham. After King Prasart Thong ascended to the throne in 1633, it was renovated. However, the temple was destroyed by fire upon the fall of Ayutthaya in 1767. During the reign of King Rama VI, the pagoda began to deteriorate and all that's left is the symmetrical foundation with the staircases.

The Fine Arts Department started investigating Wat Maha That in 1957 and they discovered a Buddha relic which is contained in a seven-layered stupa-shaped cover made from different materials including bronze, silver, gold, ivory and wood.

The sixth-layer cover, which has a trigon diamond on its lid, resembles a small gold casket and is embellished with various gems including red spinel, chrysoberyl, moonstone, corundum and garnet. Currently, it is on exhibit at the Chao Sam Phraya National Museum alongside hundreds of thousands of votive tablets and a collection of gold artefacts and gemstones and Buddha statues.

In addition to the only octagonal chedi in Ayutthaya and the remnants of the Supreme Patriarch's residence, visitors can find Buddha's sandstone head in an intricate network of tree roots. Its broad facial shape, which features thick eyebrows, huge eyes, a straight, wide lip and a prominent lip edge, is a portrayal of middle Ayutthaya-style art.

Just a stone's throw away, visitors can stroll further to Wat Ratchaburana, which was built by King Borom Rachathiraj II (also known as King Sam Phraya) in 1424 on the cremation site of his brothers, Chao Ai Phraya and Chao Yi Phraya.

Standing in the middle of the monastery compound, the main pagoda previously housed the gold crypt with an assortment of the refined Buddhist offerings that pay homage to Buddhism and symbolise the king. For instance, Phra Sang Khan Chai Sri (the Sword of Victory) underlines the belief of the divine king, which was influenced by the Deva Raja mythology of the Khmer empire.

[image: Wat Phra Ram.]
Wat Phra Ram.
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A shadow puppet play at Wat Phra Ram.



Visitors can also climb the main stupa during the day, although they are not allowed to enter the dark, humid crypt for safety concerns. Looking around, visitors can imagine how the crypt's first floor is lined with Buddha statues and votive tablets in different designs.

With stars strewn across the ceiling, the 2nd floor is piled with a mountain of glittering royal utensils, regalia, jewellery, ornamental accessories and gold pagodas. Beautiful red-tone murals of the Buddha, angelic assemblies and a procession of Chinese nobility adorn its walls, illustrating the influence of Chinese-style art that permeated to the Ayutthaya kingdom.

The lowest floor is home to Buddha's relics in a four-layered bronze cover as well as silver and gold votive tablets and glazed ceramic utensils. The Fine Arts Department also found more than 600 embossed and jewel-encrusted gold rings in the motifs of lions, crabs, cows feeding their calves and kinnaree that stand for abundance. They are now on display in the Chao Sam Phraya National Museum's Ayutthaya Gold Treasure exhibition.

Situated on the west banks of the Chao Phraya River, Wat Chaiwatthanaram is the last stop on the night tour. In 1630, King Prasart Thong transformed his mother's residence into a monastery complex as her memorial. The Fine Arts Department added it into a list of ancient monuments in 1935.

Due to its appearance in the 2018 hit TV drama series Buppesannivas (Love Destiny), the temple is encircled by numerous period costume rental shops and is a popular destination for local and foreign tourists. While walking around, visitors can imagine they are stepping back in time to the glorious days of the Ayutthaya kingdom.

[image: Wat Maha That.]
Wat Maha That.
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Surrounded by five pagodas and cloisters, the massive Khmer-style stupa stands in the middle to symbolise Mount Meru, the centre of the Hindu universe, according to belief. The walls are adorned with a series of antique stuccos depicting Buddha descending from heaven to Earth. They show three rows of people kneeling on the bottom to await an audience with Lord Buddha, while other broken sculptures are believed to portray hungry ghosts and demons eager to hear the Buddha's teaching. A group of angels can also be seen praying in front of a Buddha statue, while Indra is guiding the way from heaven.

As part of Ayutthaya Sundown, Chantharakasem National Museum offers a night tour, however, visitors are not allowed to access the exhibition buildings. Returning for a look in the morning or afternoon would be ideal.

Situated on U-Thong Road, the palace was built in the reign of King Maha Thammarachathirat in 1577 to serve as a residence of King Naresuan the Great during his tenure as viceroy. Known as Wang Na (Front Palace), King Ekathotsarot, Prince Suthat, King Narai the Great, Khun Luang Sorasak, King Thai Sa, King Borommakot and Prince Maha Senaphithak resided there prior to their accession to the throne.

Following the second fall of the Ayutthaya kingdom, it was left abandoned until King Rama IV restored it to be his residence and renamed it Chantharakasem Palace. During the reign of King Rama V, it functioned as the local administration headquarters until 1902, when Phraya Boran Ratchathanin transformed it into the Museum of Antiques to display a selection of rare artefacts from the Ayutthaya kingdom.

Upon entering, visitors can start their tour in Chaturamuk Pavilion, which was used as a throne hall and living quarters during the king's visit to Ayutthaya. In order to illustrate the king' everyday life, the Thai-style wooden pavilion is furnished inside with an assortment of antique furniture, ceramics and home appliances such as Chinese-style pearl-inlaid wooden chairs in a living room.

[image: Wat Ratchaburana.]
Wat Ratchaburana.
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The bathroom and dining room is completed with a pair of stoneware water purifiers from England, wash basins, a toothbrush box, pitchers, cutlery and clasp knives. A throne hall has a gilded and glass-inlaid palanquin, gilded lacquer wooden seat with lion claw-like legs, a carved grass-inlaid daybed and a large European-style mirror with a gilded wooden frame.

The adjacent Phiman Rattaya Pavilion combines European and Chinese architectural designs. Inside, it showcases a wide range of finest wood sculptures, Buddha images and votive tablets in the styles of Lop Buri, Ayutthaya and Rattanakosin.

The highlights include wooden sculptures of kneeling deities created for a significant religious ceremony, a gilded bronze Ayutthaya-style Buddha image meditating on the Airavata elephant from the 15th and 16th centuries and a bejewelled Ayutthaya-style Buddha image in the posture of dispelling fear. The tour concludes at the Mahat Thai Building, constructed during the time of King Rama VI.

To celebrate exceptional craftsmanship, it boasts a wide collection of artefacts, deity-like sculptures and antique weapons including a Chinese-style howdah from the late 18th and early 19th centuries, a gilded Chinese-style wood boat canopy with floral motifs, a horse-shaped carved wood prow that was used to outfit a royal barge during the Ayutthaya period, and a vast collection of exquisite tripitaka wood cabinets created in the Ayutthaya and early Rattanakosin eras.

[image: Chantharakasem Palace's Chaturamuk Pavilion showcases a private collection of priceless antiques from King Rama IV's chamber.]
Chantharakasem Palace's Chaturamuk Pavilion showcases a private collection of priceless antiques from King Rama IV's chamber.
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Travel info


	Until Feb 16, Ayutthaya Sundown 2024 will be held on weekends. Wat Phra Ram, Wat Maha That, Wat Ratchaburana, Wat Chaiwatthanaram and Chantharakasem National Museum will be open until 9pm. 

	For more details, visit facebook.com/AY.HI.PARK and facebook.com/chantharakasemmuseum.



[image: Phiman Rattaya Pavilion displays a wide range of Buddha images and wood sculptures.]
Phiman Rattaya Pavilion displays a wide range of Buddha images and wood sculptures.
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The Mahat Thai building features a variety of Ayutthaya artefacts.
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									Choi Jin-hyuk to meet fans in Bangkok

									
								

								This Saturday, fans of Choi Jin-hyuk can meet him at "2024 Choi Jin-hyuk Fan-Con Tour In Bangkok". Organised by 247 Entertainment, the event will take place at Aksra Theatre King Power.
								A fan-con event is a combination of fan meeting and concert. During the concert part, Choi will perform songs such as Jungkook's Standing Next To You, Day6's Time Of Our Life and Lee Hong-ki's I'm Saying. While primarily known as an actor, Choi is also recognised for his singing abilities, especially when he wowed the crowd with his outstanding stage presence on the popular singing show Immortal Songs 2.

In addition to his singing, the fan meeting will include games with fans and an interview session to share updates.

Choi entered showbiz after winning the 2006 reality talent show Survival Star Audition. In 2013, he got a breakthrough role playing Gu Wol-ryung, a guardian spirit of Mount Jiri and a nine-tailed fox in popular TV drama Gu Family Book. In Gu, which is loved by viewers, he shows his true love to a girl but is betrayed by her.

[image: Choi Jin-hyuk in Miss Night And Day. photo (c) Netflix Thailand]
Choi Jin-hyuk in Miss Night And Day. (Photo (c) Netflix Thailand)



In his latest TV drama, Miss Night And Day on Netflix and JTBC, Choi plays Gye Ji-woong, a workaholic prosecutor. Due to the excellent script, Choi has had the opportunity to showcase a wide range of emotions and abilities, from a hardworking, serious prosecutor to a character who begins to empathise with others. The drama also includes romantic, investigative and action scenes.

Tickets for the fan-con event cost 1,900, 2,900, 3,900, 4,900 and 6,900 baht. Every ticket holder will also have the opportunity to hi-touch Choi. Tickets can be purchased now through Counter Service at all 7-Eleven branches and via allticket.com.

For more information, visit facebook.com/247ENTOFFICIAL.
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									Bangkok Street Performer fest returns

									
								

								Public areas in the heart of the capital will be transformed into centres of music and arts for the Bangkok Street Performer Festival 2024, which will run for one day only on Saturday, from 1pm to 9pm.
								Presented by Citibank Thailand in collaboration with Bangkok Metropolitan Administration and the local artist community, the festival will feature an impressive line-up of over 40 performances including pop music, traditional Thai music, instrumental performances, choirs, and modern acts such as magic shows, mime and juggling.

These performances, brought by artists from the Bangkok Street Performer initiative, will be showcased across six locations around the Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, MBK Center and the BTS Skywalk at National Stadium Station.

Among the groups and performers selected to perform are All One, Atmosphere, Black Tea Band, B One, Crispr, Rainyroom, MCDeltaT, Chao Fingerstyle, Dezy, Ken Kon Kool, Pee Dow and Puii.

The surprise will be performances by popular bands set to bring joy and laughter to everyone.

There is no admission fee. Visit facebook.com/@bangkokstreetperformer.
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									Renowned jazzer Dan Costa to play in Bangkok

									
								

								World-class jazz pianist Dan Costa will take everyone on a journey through beautiful melodies and exciting rhythms during his piano solo concert at Sala Sudasiri Sobha, Lat Phrao Soi 41 yaek 7-2, on Sunday at 4pm.
								This will be an unforgettable afternoon with the timeless beauty of jazz rendered by the 35-year-old pianist known for his unique style of blending jazz, classical and Latin influences.

Born in London to Italian and Portuguese parents, Costa's music reflects his multicultural roots. He started with classical piano at a young age, later diving into jazz and composing his own music by age 12.

Over the years, he's studied at top schools like Sir Paul McCartney's Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts and Berklee College of Music, earning awards and scholarships along the way.

[image: photo courtesy of Sala Sudasiri Sobha]
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He recorded his successful debut album Suite Tres Rios in 2016 and his second album Skyness in 2018. He performed with legends like Ivan Lins, Randy Brecker and Mike Stern for the Love Dance album in 2020, Iremia in 2022 and Beams in 2023.

Costa weaves Brazilian rhythms, European jazz traditions and original compositions into a sophisticated, evocative solo performance. He's currently on a world tour this year, taking his music to Mexico, Europe and Asia.

Tickets cost 500, 1,000, 1,800 and 2,500 baht including a reception after the show.

Visit salasudasirisobha.com.
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									Charming Chiang Mai Flower Festival kicks off

									
								

								Set against starry skies and mountainous landscapes, Chiang Mai Provincial Administrative Organisation Park will be turned into an illuminated botanical wonder for the annual Charming Chiang Mai Flower Festival that runs from Friday until Jan 5, 2025.

 
								Visitors can immerse in a sea of colourful tulips, orchids, hydrangeas, marigolds and other flowers in full bloom amid cool temperatures. There will also be four daily rounds of the vibrant fountain show with light and sound, a long tunnel and a beautiful castle will be trimmed with a million light bulbs. A troupe of local artists will also take the stage for Lanna contemporary performances. It's open daily from 8.30am to 11pm. Admission is free.

Visit facebook.com/charmingchaingmaiflowerfestival.
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Special deals at Centara Mirage Lagoon Maldives

To celebrate its grand opening, Centara Mirage Lagoon Maldives is offering the exclusive Me & Centara promotion until Dec 20 for stays between now and Oct 31 next year. Guests can enjoy exclusive rates, complimentary stays and meals for up to two children aged 15 and under as well as free roundtrip speedboat transfers between Male airport and the resort.

CentaraThe1 members will also enjoy an additional 15% discount on their stay. Additionally, guests completing their stay by Dec 20 will receive a voucher for a complimentary return stay of the same duration between May to September next year.

This 145-key resort offers spacious beach-style family villas and residences, with sizes varying from 45m2 to 79m2. Each accommodation is designed for family comfort, boasting a dining table plus a private outdoor bathtub, jacuzzi or pool.

Designed for boundless fun and adventure, families can enjoy in a meandering lazy river, a swimming pool, a kids' pool and a lively water playground. Young guests can have extra fun at the Kids' Club and the innovative Candy Spa. Meanwhile, watersports enthusiasts can unwind on a private beach or go kayaking and snorkelling throughout the day.

Visit centarahotelsresorts.com/centara/cmlm.

[image: 2811TravelNews4]

TAT launches e-guidebook to promote rail travel

To promote rail travel in Thailand, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) has collaborated with the State Railway of Thailand to develop the #MyRailJourney e-guidebook. Aiming to raise awareness about sustainable tourism among Gen S tourists who prioritise environmental responsibility, this initiative features the Bangkok-Phetchaburi and Hua Hin-Prachuap Khiri Khan services, in partnership with Krungthai Card (KTC) and brands such as Netflix and Airbnb.

"Train journeys have been part of Thailand's tourism for over 120 years, offering rich, authentic experiences. Through #MyRailJourney, we are inspiring Gen S to rediscover Thailand via routes that honour our cultural heritage and natural landscapes while reducing environmental impact," said Eurblarp Sriphiromya, director of the promotional material production division at TAT.

The e-guidebook provides tourists with all the information to organise personalised trips, from booking trains to finding hidden gems at every stop, encouraging a fulfilling and engaging slow travel experience.

To enhance onboard experiences, Netflix curates entertainment content, including movies, series and documentaries, to inspire tourists to explore Thailand's vibrant culture and landscapes as one of Asia's premier destinations.

Moreover, KTC World Travel Service offers green travel products, including train and tram tickets, electric vehicle rentals, and community-based travel packages. KTC credit card members can also earn an additional 1,000 KTC Forever points on bookings over 10,000 baht.

Visit tourismproduct.tourismthailand.org.
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									New feasts for your palate

									The last month has seen the arrival of new F&B offerings in Bangkok
								

								Bangkok is a city that never sleeps, at least in the food and beverage department. Blink and you'll miss another new restaurant opening or a drink launch. Guru By Bangkok Post is making sure that even if you blink, you don't miss out on the new taste tinglers that are worth mentioning.
								PST Pizza Studio Tamaki 
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PST Pizza Studio Tamaki, the renowned Tokyo-Napoli style pizzeria from Japan, is opening in Bangkok in December at Town Hall Sukhumvit 49. Known for its unique twist on traditional Neapolitan pizza, PST uses flour imported from Japan and Okinawa salt, which gives rise to a light, airy dough. Each dough ball is proofed for 30 hours and ingredients like cheese, prosciutto and olive oil are imported from Italy to honour traditional flavours, along with a wood-fired oven from Japan.
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Helming the kitchen is a Japanese head chef and pizzaiolo and the menu will mirror that of PST Tokyo, featuring signature pizzas like the Tamaki and Special Bianca, alongside lasagna, tiramisu, and monthly special pizzas with seasonal Japanese ingredients. The restaurant's cozy interior fuses Japanese and Italian elements, with both table and counter seating, and an open kitchen. The second-floor bar will offer a  selection of wines, sake and cocktails specifically chosen to pair with the pizzas. 



Chao Phraya Terrace

Along the banks of the River Of Kings, Chao Phraya Terrace at Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok at Chao Phraya River is helmed by chef Jessada "Pod" Khruapunt, whose main focus is Thailand's rich agriculture heritage.

[image: ]

With a keen eye on field-to-table ingredients and the ancient art of charcoal grilling, chef Pod's menu revolves around the sustainable, ethical sourcing of the best Thai ingredients, celebrating the terroir of the country. Expect each dish to be rooted in charcoal grilling, like coconut wood charcoal from Prachuap Khiri Khan and lychee wood charcoal from Nan.

[image: ]

"My dishes are based on the ingredient. I first source the product and then create the dish. Since I am really a fine dining chef, the dishes are not your usual Thai fare. Like the Surat Thani blue swimmer crab salad. I really like that crab and Thai people love seafood and salt. So, I decided to serve the crab with a chimichurri and edible ferns. Traditionally this dish is a relish but I have also added some charcoal-grilled fresh coconut strips to the salad," says the chef. 

[image: ]

Standouts include Jasmine Wagyu beef from Farm ArunSupa in Maha Sarakham, known for its delicate marbling developed from a jasmine rice diet, and baby gem leaves cultivated by organic farmers in the mineral-rich soil of Chiang Mai's hills. Other highlights include organic dairy products from Khao Yai. Other must-try's include the signature Fire skewers, inspired by the bold flavours of Thai street food cooked over charcoal. "We bring the essence of Thai ingredients to every dish," says chef Pod. "By using traditional charcoal grilling techniques, I draw on my roots and my journey through kitchens around the world to transform the freshest ingredients into flavours that are both bold and authentic, reimagined in a modern way." 

To complement these mains, guests can choose from a selection of sides, such as fried brown rice with salty fish and smoked mashed potatoes, along with distinctive sauces like spicy tamarind and chili pepper and macadamia chimichurri. A selection of vegetarian dishes is also available. For dessert, indulge in Chiang Rai grilled Phulae pineapple served with passion fruit gazpacho and basil sorbet, and mango crispy rice, blending traditional flavours with a modern touch. Though service is a tad lacking, it is one of the best places in Bangkok to enjoy the river breeze and stunning sunset views. 



Apt 101

[image: ]

Apt 101 is the newest night spot on Sukhumvit. Channeling the spirit of a 70s New York, Apt 101 is a mid-century modern penthouse reimagined as an immersive escape. Fusing eclectic creativity, bold rebellion and glamorous self-expression, the venue evokes the allure and nostalgia of a bygone era. The concept draws inspiration from a legendary NY fashion designer as the enigmatic owner known as "RH".
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Apt 101 is designed to reflect a quintessential NY loft, featuring an open floor plan with various multi-functional spaces. The Arcade: A mix of nostalgia and conversation, where old-school games and vintage vinyl records set the tone for relaxed, social gatherings. The Pantry: Cozy welcoming, like the kitchen at a house party for those in-between moments to connect and recharge, best by the fireplace, and The Clubhouse: the heartbeat of Apt 101, which captures NY's allure and infuses it with Bangkok's electric energy, featuring a line-up of DJs.

[image: ]



Apsara Cruise
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Apsara, a vessel that seamlessly blends the timeless charm of an ancient rice barge with modern elegance, has redefined luxury river cruising along the Chao Phraya River. Apsara offers an extraordinary journey into the heart of Thailand's rich cultural heritage, combining dining, views and contemporary Thai performances. Crafted from teak wood, Apsara has glass windows that offer unobstructed views of the river, along with a second-floor deck and a dining hall.
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The vessel's interior design features artwork by Thai artist Nakrob Moonmanas, with the bar paying tribute to the iconic "thunder and lightning" scene from traditional Thai beliefs, with the Sea Goddess Makhala and the God of Thunder, Ramasura, taking centrestage. In the Wheelhouse, a tribute to Mae Phosop, the Goddess of Rice, pays homage to Thai tradition, symbolising prosperity and good fortune. Even the restroom is transformed into a whimsical cultural experience, with playful, fairytale-like paintings that reinterpret Thai humour and old sayings about bathroom etiquette, adding a unique twist to the journey. The four-course dinner offers dishes like Slow-cooked beef short ribs, Ayutthaya river prawn tom yum and Pan-fried snow fish.



Wolfgang's Steakhouse

[image: ]

Wolfgang's Steakhouse by Wolfgang Zwiener, a steakhouse brand known for its USDA Prime steaks, makes its debut in Thailand at One Bangkok, in December. "What sets Wolfgang's Steakhouse apart is our distinctive approach that stresses on tradition, quality and craftsmanship. The restaurant will serve exclusively USDA Prime beef, flown in -- chilled -- directly from the United States. The beef will be aged on-site for more than 28 days in a carefully controlled environment to enhance its flavour and tenderness. This in-house dry-aging process is a key differentiator, allowing the restaurant to maintain strict quality standards and deliver a steak that stands out in a city with no shortage of dining options," says Zwiener.
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Steaks are cooked at extremely high temperatures in specialised broilers, ensuring a perfect sear and a juicy interior. In addition to famous steaks, Wolfgang's Bangkok will offer a variety of appetisers, side dishes and desserts, including seafood towers, German potatoes, creamed spinach, signature New York-style cheesecake, apple strudel a la mode, pecan pie and the classic Hot Fudge Sunday combines warm, rich chocolate fudge mixed with slightly melted frozen ice cream. amongst others. The restaurant's family-style service is intended to create a convivial dining experience with the 1,000g steak for two, while other cuts like the petit filet mignon, ribeye and sirloin will also be available.



Bubbs

[image: ]
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There's a new (well, sort of) hidden speakeasy on Sukhumvit 47. Intimate seating, a warm ambience and smashing tipples... all the makings for a great night out. Music at Bubbs iseclectic, so expect a diverse range of tunes that complement the mood of the evening. The carefully curated playlists are designed to elevate the experience without overpowering your conversation. But it's' all about cocktails here. The drink list is divided into three sections: Classic cocktails, Prohibition Era drinks and Signature creations. One of Bubbs' standout features is the bar manager's Vivek Yadav's passion for crafting cocktails with a commitment to purity and flavour with no added sugar.
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The signatures feature innovative drinks like the Mariachi Pizza, crafted with a bell pepper-infused rum, mezcal and an intriguing mix of bianco vermouth, white peppercorn tincture and cream cracker. Another highlight is the Kahwa, a blend of lacto-fermented blackberry and Kashmiri Kahwa tea-infused gin, with notes of grapefruit and rosemary. Tonka is a smooth fusion of vanilla and tonka-infused Ketel One vodka, Malibu and Midori, with a punch of passionfruit and cream. The Nitty-Gritty is a gutsy mix of aged rums -- Flor de Cana, Kraken and Mount Gay -- shaken with Ladi Pao (rustic bread) and Verjus, then served with a waffle and a slice of pineapple for a bold finish. Thirsting for more? Here's a hint.... the bar channels the eclectic energy of Tapori, the Indian restaurant. 



Cannubi By Umberto Bombana

[image: ]

The "King Of White Truffles", Italian chef Umberto Bombana has partnered with Dusit Thani Bangkok to open Cannubi By Umberto Bombana. Headed by chef Andrea Susto, Cannubi By Umberto Bombana serves dishes with a profound connection to their Italian heritage, presented with contemporary sophistication.
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The seasonal menu featuring highlights such as: Langoustine tartare, oscietra caviar, hokkaido sea urchin, ponzu and olive oil, Spaghetti with Sicilian red prawn, chilli and garlic paste sauce and tuna heart bottarga, Wagyu oxtail ravioli with roasted termite mushroom and fresh-shaved Alba white truffle, Pan-fried seabass with Mediterranean mussels and spicy puttanesca sauce, M9 short rib and beef tenderloin, roasted pumpkin, beef jus and plum sauce, and Basil panna cotta, strawberry sorbet and moscato wine jelly. Though there is also the Hazelnut and chocolate cream, homemade hazelnut gelato and vanilla sauce. 
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									A roaring return

									Imagine Dragons invigorates fans with empowering anthems
								

								The return of American pop-rock band Imagine Dragons on Saturday was worth the six-year wait. 
								Frontman Dan Reynolds, guitarist Wayne Sermon and bassist Ben McKee took the stage at QSNCC Halls 1-2 (probably because P' Bird had beat them to Impact Arena) and delivered a high-octane performance while the audience enjoyed themselves throughout their 18-track setlist.

Since making a fiery debut in 2012 with Night Visions (pun intended), Imagine Dragons has continued their musical evolution and expanded their sonic repertoire with elements from different genres, resulting in their latest album Loom. 

The lights were off, sending the crowd screaming their heads off. A short video intro of a solar eclipse was played in accompaniment of a poem that read, "Through distant lenses, I see your shrouded form. It tarries there through sun, fervid storm. Its promise, neither wilt nor raptured bloom, but only that it will not fade, it too looms." 

Several video screens lit the stage with pure white light, like sacred obelisks, before they turned black to reveal countless stars slowly floating skywards. The cheering got even louder when Reynolds appeared on the big screens in his white tank top and loose pants. A Thai fanboy behind me jokingly commented how big his pecs were. 

"Imagine Dragons: Loom World Tour Live In Bangkok" was then officially off on a touching note with Fire In These Hills, the closing song from Loom. The message about self-doubt and the desire to change pace is laid over a breezy melody with saxophone and dance beats in the background. During the song, Reynolds waied the audience and said "Sawasdee krub", to much of their delight before the song ended in a confetti rain for a celebratory opening. 

[image: ]

They shifted to an anthemic mood with an extended and roaring performance of Thunder, the second single from their third album Believer, and fans immediately vibed with the rebellious message of the song with an enthusiastic singalong (while recording the moment with their phones without fail). Bones, the first single off Mercury - Act 2, was next alongside trippy visuals of X-ray skeletons on the big screens. I felt the floor trembling as the crowd jumped and threw hands around to the song. There were several such moments throughout the night. 

Reynolds showed off his drum skills (and biceps) as he jammed with his bandmates as a prelude to Tiptoe, the synth-pop-rock number from Night Visions, which ended in a solo by Sermon. Sermon then quickly swung his electric guitar, wore it on his back and grabbed a classic one, like nobody's business, as they transitioned into Take Me To The Beach, the fourth track from Loom. The crowd tossed around huge beach balls to go with the song's theme of escapism and individualism.

Reynolds went shirtless before they performed Whatever It Takes, the third single from Evolve. He showcased his ability to deliver fast-paced verses while the song's big and booming self-empowering chorus incited one of the night's most enthusiastic singalongs. Towards the end, the stage was on (virtual) fire with soaring flames on the video screens. 

Reynolds paused to reminisce about his band's journey which started 15 years ago and expressed his appreciation for the crowd before they performed Bad Liar, the fourth single from their fourth album Origins. Reynolds, who said he's unsure what kind of song Bad Liar is, co-wrote it with his ex-wife Aja Volkman, also a musician, before their separation and eventual divorce. While the song may be very personal, the crowd joined in the break-up anthem without fail.

[image: ]

The hall was transformed into a dance floor with Nice To Meet You, a groovy track from Loom. A confetti blast launched the fun and flirtatious track about "dating someone but also kind of dating their friends", as Reynolds explained in an Instagram live. Reynolds wore a cute hairband he got from a stageside fan (no toxic masculinity here) while fans started a clap along as a big mirror ball appeared on the central screen. Wake Up, the opening track from Loom, kept the high energy going with its hip-hop-rock vibe. 

[image: ]

The first "Woah, oh-oh" of Radioactive, their Grammy-winning breakout song from Night Visions, sent fans screaming and holding their phones up. Their must-perform reached a crescendo with a drum duel between Reynolds and touring drummer Andrew Tolman for an electrifying cap-off. 

Day one fans got another treat with Demons, which started with a soft piano solo by Reynolds for a kumbaya moment, before transitioning into an anthem about acknowledging your own "demons". They continued to look inward with Natural which Reynolds said, in a press release, is about "finding yourself and being willing and able to stand up to whatever adversity comes your way".

[image: ]

He took a break to talk about how much music meant to him, his mental health journey and how precious life is before they continued with Walking The Wire where he sang earnestly about facing hardship in a rocky relationship with a hopeful outlook. Sharks, the second single from their fifth studio album Mercury - Acts 1 & 2, sounded so catchy in contrast to its serious message about being aware of whom you call friends. The video screens were put to good use as a school of scary sharks was swimming around the stage, slightly triggering thalassophobia in yours truly.  

[image: ]

Enemy, the lead single of the soundtrack to Netflix animated series Arcane: League Of Legends, which the band created with American rapper JID, was followed by another exhilarating drum duet between Reynolds and Tolman before rap rock Eyes Closed, the lead single from Loom, got the crowd pumped up again. They then served In Your Corner, another Loom song about loyalty in a relationship even when it's hard. 

Finally, they sent fans off on a very satisfying note with Believer, the lead single from Evolve and their most popular track on Spotify with more than 3 billion streams. Virtual flames on the video screens bathed the stage in red like a cleansing fire while an intro poem was read before Reynolds delivered an anthemic rock sermon about turning pain into personal growth, complete with another confetti rain for good measure.  

[image: ]

Imagine Dragons took a final bow while the instrumental Fire In These Hills played in the background. An encore would have been the icing on the cake, but I've felt the band had given their all and the crowd reciprocated with great enthusiasm. The on-stage lights and visuals were nothing short of a spectacle and Reynolds gave an energetic and engaging performance throughout the night. 

Imagine Dragons definitely came back with a roar.     
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