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The Russian guide to Trump's Cabinet picks
Who's good for Russia and who's going to be a problem among Trump's Cabinet choices, according to Russian commentators.
By Mary Ilyushina | 2024-11-28
Russian officials and media outlets have been closely watching President-elect Donald Trump's Cabinet picks, meticulously tracking the nominees' positions on military aid to Ukraine and opinions of President Vladimir Putin, in hopes of predicting the policies of a president who is famously unpredictable.
Officially, the Kremlin has taken a rather cool, wait-and-see approach to Trump's victory, weighing whether he would stick to his more conciliatory pre-election campaign rhetoric or be beholden to a largely anti-Russian security establishment.
But in state media, there has been close scrutiny and sharp opinions of the picks. Vladimir Solovyov, one of the loudest propagandists on Russian state television, has even launched a hashtag "D Team," where D stands for Donald, on his Telegram channel, inviting his 1.3 million followers to track the nominations.
The conclusion so far is a mixed bag from the Russian perspective, ranging from director of national intelligence pick Tulsi Gabbard, who has been sympathetic to Moscow for years, to the choice for national security adviser, Michael Waltz, who calls for finding leverage to bring Putin to the negotiating table.
Pro-Kremlin commentators painted some appointments as cautiously optimistic for Russia, hoping that the Republicans will eventually follow through on what they see as a "pragmatic" resolution to the war in Ukraine: forcing Kyiv into a peace settlement and turning to domestic issues.
"Somewhere in a Kyiv bunker a former comedian is quietly whimpering," said an op-ed published by state-run news agency RIA Novosti, referring to President Volodymyr Zelensky's past as a TV personality. "But if the show that is unfolding will remain just a show, we will say 'thanks for the popcorn' and move on."

Tulsi Gabbard speaks before Donald Trump at Madison Square Garden in New York. (Alex Brandon/AP)


Gabbard's planned appointment as the head of national intelligence elicited the most excitement in Russia because she has been long regarded as a darling of the propagandist Russian RT network, which amplified her sympathetic takes on Syrian leader Bashar al-Assad and Putin.
Following the announcement, the newspaper Komsomolskaya Pravda published an op-ed titled "The CIA and FBI are trembling: why Trump protege Tulsi Gabbard will support Russia as head of National Intelligence."
Authors of the piece, who referred to the former U.S. Representative as "an audacious brunette beauty," highlighted that she "exclusively blames the White House for the conflict in Ukraine and she is sympathetic to Russian President Vladimir Putin."
"Tulsi has a theory: the Democrats staged a provocation in Ukraine and began to demonize Russia in order to prevent Trump from becoming president," the article stated.
Oleg Tsarev, a former pro-Moscow Ukrainian politician who now lives in Russia, called her appointment "an encouraging decision," citing her recent remarks that Vice President Kamala Harris was a "main instigator" in the Ukraine war by suggesting a few days before the invasion that Ukraine should become a member of NATO.
Gabbard also posted a video saying the United States was operating 25 to 30 biological research labs in Ukraine and accused the Biden administration of covering them up, a debunked conspiracy theory that the Russian Defense Ministry has been pushing for years.

Then Vice President Mike Pence's national security adviser, Keith Kellogg speaks at the White House in 2020. (Oliver Contreras for The Washington Post)


Trump's selection of a new envoy to lead negotiations for ending the war in Ukraine has been met with a lukewarm reaction in Moscow.
Sergei Markov, a Kremlin-connected political analyst, suggested that Moscow sees Kellogg as likely to follow in the footsteps of Kurt Volker, Trump's Ukraine envoy during his first term and widely unpopular in Russia.
"There is no particular hope for General Kellogg in Russia, he is probably the same corrupt Deep State functionary as Kurt Volker," Markov wrote in his Telegram blog, adding that Volker "betrayed" Trump and pursued and anti-Russia policy that led to war.
Russian media have highlighted to Kellogg's previous remarks, including his comment that both Hitler and Napoleon struggled to defeat Russia -- interpreted as a warning about the difficulties of a ground war against the country.
Other analysts have been scrutinizing Kellogg's peace plan, which calls for a quick cease-fire and negotiated settlement, implying territorial concessions.
Kellogg proposed tying U.S. aid to Kyiv's participation in peace talks, while threatening to give Ukraine "everything it needs to kill [Putin] in the field" if Moscow refuses to negotiate. The plan also suggests Russia might engage in talks if the United States delayed Ukraine's NATO membership for an extended period -- which at least, said commentators, recognizes Russia's concern over NATO.
"At first glance, this 'plan' doesn't seem to promise an easier six months for Russia," said Maxim Suchkov, a Russian political scientist. "We hope Trump wants peace, but his version of peace is 'America First.' That means peace on U.S. terms -- not Russia's."

Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) arrives before Trump speaks at a rally in Doral, Florida, in July. (Rebecca Blackwell/AP)


Zvezda TV, a channel funded by the Defense Ministry, highlighted Rubio's opposition to continued Ukraine aid, which "made the authorities in Kyiv feel sick to their stomach." In 2022, Rubio voted in favor of a Ukraine aid package but has since reversed his position, with Russian commentators noting the change in his track record when it comes to the war.
Other pundits, however, view Rubio as a hawk with a stance on Russia that is more aggressive than that of the incoming president. News outlets recalled that the senator introduced multiple bills devising punitive measures against Russia, including tougher financial and personal sanctions against members of the government elite, and he called Putin a "thug."
In 2022, Rubio met with Leonid Volkov, a close ally of late opposition leader and Putin's nemesis Alexei Navalny, to discuss sanctions lists against Moscow.
Pro-Kremlin blogger Oleg Yasinsky called Rubio "an outspoken American Cold War imperialist" who considers Russia and its allies Iran and China direct enemies of the United States.

Rep. Michael Waltz (R-Florida) speaks during the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee in July. (Kamil Krzaczynski/AFP/Getty Images)


Along with Rubio, Waltz's planned nomination for a key security position is among the most concerning picks for Moscow, where the congressman is viewed as a hawk intent on ending the war in Ukraine by "restoring deterrence."
On one hand, there have been his remarks about the need to bring the war "to a responsible end" and his opposition to additional support for Ukraine that have been played extensively in Russian news.
But his overall criticism of Moscow, calling Russia "a gas station with nukes," pushing for stricter enforcement of energy sanctions and talking about the need to "stop Putin" added to Moscow's concerns that Trump's presidency may not yield much gain for the Kremlin.
Even more alarming to Russian watchers was Waltz's comment that he met with Biden's national security adviser, Jake Sullivan, to discuss matters like Ukraine and that the two "are one team" in the transition.

Pete Hegseth leaves a meeting on Capitol Hill on Nov. 21. (Nathan Howard/Reuters)


Hegseth's background as a Fox News presenter has been a source of mockery among Russian pundits, who saw this pick as Trump's attempt to "troll the American deep state."
An op-ed on the RT state network written by prominent Russian military blogger Ilya Mersh, known as Starshe Eddy, described Hegseth as "an eccentric character" whose grand plan to overhaul the U.S. military from the top down, including by removing "woke" generals and eliminating the Pentagon's diversity efforts, will probably drown in "administrative frictions."
"This will take a few years ... and there won't be much time left for actual preparation and conduct of wars," the column said, adding that Moscow hopes Trump will make good on his promise to focus on domestic affairs.

Then a congressman, John Ratcliffe of Texas speaks during a break in the January 2020 Senate impeachment trial of Trump. (Mandel Ngan/AFP/Getty Images)


Russian commentators focused on Ratcliffe's time as director of national intelligence in the first Trump administration and his determination to declassify reports that he said proved that Russian interference in the 2020 election was a hoax, a narrative the Kremlin welcomed.
"According to Donald Trump, it was Ratcliffe who exposed Hillary Clinton's lie that Russia interfered in the 2016 election," read a summary on Solovyov's Telegram channel. The post also focused on Ratcliffe repeatedly sounding the alarm about China being the chief U.S. adversary in the long run.
Other outlets, however, noted that he criticized the Biden administration for what he saw as its weak response to Russia's invasion.

Investor Scott Bessent speaks on the economy in Asheville, North Carolina, in August. (Matt Kelley/AP)


Russian business outlets warned that Trump's choice of hedge fund manager Scott Bessent for Treasury would fall in line with what Moscow has traditionally seen since the annexation of Crimea in 2014 -- sanctions after sanctions.
In an interview with Barrons, Bessent said the U.S. response to the Ukraine war has been weak. Bessent dismissed the idea of making Ukraine a NATO member as "neocon stuff" but added that it should be immediately made an E.U. member and that the West should "fortify Poland like crazy."
For Russia, this Cabinet position is key because one of Putin's goals in any negotiations on a Ukraine peace deal is lifting some of the sanctions imposed on the country since 2022, especially as the Russian economy shows signs of overheating and rampant inflation.
"Bessent's position on sanctions, Russia and Ukraine is a good illustration of the different views that dominate the future Trump administration, which are not entirely favorable to Moscow," said independent business daily the Bell. "And it is further confirmation that if a good deal on Ukraine cannot be reached, there is a good chance that U.S. policy toward Russia will not soften, but harden, as eventually happened during Trump's first presidency."
Pro-Kremlin commentators noted that Bessent used to work for billionaire businessman George Soros, a central figure in Russia-promoted conspiracy theories that claim the businessman and his associates secretly control the U.S. government.
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Republicans, not Democrats, hold fate of Trump nominees in their hands
The Senate's advise-and-consent process rests almost entirely with the majority, with any setbacks the incoming administration faces delivered from allies.
By Paul Kane | 2024-11-28

Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's pick for secretary of defense, leaves a meeting with senators on Capitol Hill. (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post)


Just hours after getting voted the incoming majority leader, Sen. John Thune delivered a warning shot to Democrats over the coming confirmation for President-elect Donald Trump's Cabinet nominees.
"We take that role seriously, but we also are not going to allow the Democrats to obstruct or block President Trump and the will of the American people," the South Dakota Republican said Nov. 14 on Fox News.
The tough talk would have been more appropriately directed at his fellow Republicans, because in the modern Senate the loyal opposition mostly plays the role of powerless heckler on the sidelines.
The Senate's advise-and-consent process rests almost entirely with the majority, with any setbacks the incoming administration faces delivered from its own allies.
The Trump transition team learned this the hard way with its failed pick of Matt Gaetz for attorney general.
The former House member lasted just eight days as a nominee before bowing to the reality that, in addition to unified opposition from the 47 incoming members of the Democratic caucus, many Republicans opposed Gaetz over  allegations of sexual misconduct and his lack of prosecutorial experience.
Ever since Senate Democrats forced rule changes in late 2013, when they were also in the majority, executive branch nominations no longer require clearing the 60-vote hurdle to overcome a filibuster.
The minority party can ask questions at confirmation hearings designed to embarrass or rattle a nominee and can use some procedural tactics to delay matters for a day or two, maybe even a week. But there's nothing that can stop the Senate majority from confirming nominees to the Cabinet or other federal agencies -- except for members of the president's own party opposing those confirmations.
That became crystal clear early in President Joe Biden's term, when Democrats held the majority based on Vice President Kamala Harris's tiebreaking vote in the 50-50 chamber, and yet Republicans felt powerless.
"If every Democrat holds and then the vice president breaks the tie, then President Biden should be able to get 100 percent of his Cabinet," Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyoming) said in March 2021.
Barrasso has been elevated to Senate majority whip in the incoming Congress, making him the key player in rounding up support for Trump's nominees.
He has promised to start hearings right after their majority is sworn in Jan. 3 and confirmation votes immediately after Trump is sworn in Jan. 20.
Some of Trump's early picks lack relevant experience. Transportation secretary pick Sean P. Duffy served almost nine years in the House with a focus on banking issues on the Financial Services Committee, previously serving as a county prosecutor in northern Wisconsin. Duffy never served on the Transportation Committee. While he has drawn little opposition so far, senators will be curious to know his views on those issues.
Trump's selection for defense secretary, Pete Hegseth, paid a woman who seven years ago accused him of sexual assault, as part of a nondisclosure agreement. The Fox News personality has denied any wrongdoing, and some key Senate Republicans have voiced trust-but-verify optimism for his confirmation.
"I think he's going to be in pretty good shape," Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Mississippi), the incoming chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, told reporters after meeting Hegseth. Wicker noted that no criminal charges were filed in the case, but then added that he expects a "fulsome" review of these allegations before a vote.
Some Trump picks will probably win Democratic votes, particularly Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida), picked for secretary of state. But many start with no support from the other side of the aisle, giving Thune and Barrasso just three votes to spare from Republicans to prevail on a confirmation vote given their 53-47 majority next year.
The GOP leaders could learn from the current president, Joe Biden, and the outgoing Senate majority leader, Charles E. Schumer (D-New York), how to confirm a Cabinet.
With Schumer at the helm in early 2021, Biden became the first new president in 40 years to get every one of his initial picks for the traditional Cabinet positions confirmed. And, they were all confirmed less than two months after Biden accepted the oath of office, faster than in Trump's first term and in that of Barack Obama, both of whom were unable to hold a full a Cabinet meeting until their fourth month in office.
Cabinet fights used to be unusual. Not only did Reagan get every Cabinet pick confirmed, the Senate approved all 14 within two weeks of his inauguration. (The Department of Homeland Security, created following the 2001 terrorist attacks, became the 15th full Cabinet post in 2003.)
In 1989, Senate Democrats fought former senator John Tower's nomination to be secretary of defense, leading to a rare Senate vote rejecting a nominee. President George H.W. Bush then plucked Dick Cheney from the House and he won confirmation March 17, 1989, completing the elder Bush's Cabinet.
In 2001, when the Senate was also deadlocked 50-50, President George W. Bush won unanimous support in the Senate for 12 Cabinet selections, with all 14 in place in less than two weeks.
This less-partisan era also came when Cabinet choices could have been filibustered but almost never were. Democrats eliminated that 60-vote hurdle in 2013 after Republicans used that tool to block some of Obama's agency and judicial nominees.
By the time Trump came to office eight years ago, Cabinet selections had morphed into permanent political warfare.
In early January 2017, soon after taking over as minority leader, Schumer vowed that any Trump nominees that were "out of the mainstream" would face a massive fight from Democrats.
"We will fight them tooth and nail," he said at the time.
Every nominee faced a roll-call vote -- bypassing the tradition of allowing a simple voice vote for those who faced no opposition -- and only Trump's pick to run the Department of Veterans Affairs won unanimous support.
Now, as he readies his return to the Oval Office, Trump is backing up his campaign talk with Cabinet picks who have unconventional biographies for the departments they are slated to run.
Schumer and most other Democrats have stayed in the background and let Republicans fight among themselves over selections like Gaetz and Hegseth.
Thune has continued to talk tough, warning that voters "want change in this country."
"They want President Trump to fix some things. And he wants to get a team in place that can do that, and we're going to work with him to see that he gets his team installed as quickly as possible," Thune said on Fox.
That, perhaps, is a message best delivered to Republicans, not Democrats.
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Notre Dame is a pipeline for Supreme Court clerks, magnet for justices
Growing ties between Notre Dame law school and the Supreme Court show the appeal of getting out of D.C. and of an environment that welcomes conservative views.
By Ann Marimow | 2024-11-28
SOUTH BEND, Ind. -- Dressed in a navy Notre Dame windbreaker and clutching a green game-day cup on a recent Saturday, law student Abraham Arun spotted his professor in the school's sun-filled atrium.
Before they could talk football, Arun had news to share. He'd landed a coveted spot as a law clerk for a federal judge in his hometown, making him part of a robust pipeline of Notre Dame students to prestigious clerkship positions -- including at the Supreme Court.
The court's conservative justices are increasingly hiring the law school's graduates and faculty to work in their chambers. Two recent graduates are among the four clerks working this term with Justice Amy Coney Barrett, a Notre Dame graduate and longtime law professor. A third graduate is slated to clerk for Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. next year.
In addition, two of the school's professors -- legal historian Christian Burset and Patrick Reidy, who is also a Catholic priest -- are clerking for Justices Neil M. Gorsuch and Brett M. Kavanaugh this term.
The justices, meanwhile, are flocking to Notre Dame to teach, lecture and enjoy the elaborate Fighting Irish football festivities. Their growing ties in part reflect shared legal views between the conservative justices and the Catholic law school, whose religious liberty clinic -- started by Dean Marcus Cole to defend religious freedoms -- often files briefs in cases before the court.
But the nexus between South Bend and the Supreme Court also represents frustration among conservatives with liberal elite law schools that have been criticized as inhospitable to their views. Those who interact with the justices say they are drawn to the Midwestern campus because of its breadth of conservative legal scholarship, in addition to the appeal of football and an all-day tailgate.
"I like to think it's because we're fun and they like football. I do think the two are related. It's a place where everyone feels welcome. There's a collegiality, a kindness and a lack of an edge," said law professor Nicole Garnett, a close friend of Barrett's from their years as colleagues and neighbors, and the driving force behind the school's success in placing law clerks at all levels of the judiciary.

The Bagpipe Band leads the Victory March before the matchup against Florida State University on Nov. 9. (Evan Cobb for The Washington Post)



The Notre Dame Glee Club in Revue performs in front of the Word of Life mural, often called "Touchdown Jesus," on Nov. 9. (Evan Cobb for The Washington Post)


This fall, Barrett and Kavanaugh led one-week courses at Notre Dame that delved into some of the court's biggest recent decisions -- on gun regulation, abortion and affirmative action in college admissions. Kavanaugh was back on campus this month to preside over the moot court competition before watching Notre Dame demolish Florida State the next night. He joined a crowd of 77,000 fans, many waving green pompoms or wearing four-leaf clover suits.
For Barrett, it's a professional homecoming to a place where she still has close friends and family. This fall, she attended the popular pregame shrimp boil hosted by her sister and brother-in-law -- a tribute, friends said, to their New Orleans childhood. For Kavanaugh, a well-known sports fanatic, the visits to campus are also an opportunity to spend time with his daughter Margaret, a freshman.
The justices' personal and professional ties to Notre Dame are similar to the long-standing relationships their colleagues have with other top schools. Justice Elena Kagan, a graduate of Harvard Law School and its former dean, has taught on that campus and often hires the school's graduates. Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, another Harvard graduate who served on the university's governing board, spoke to an undergraduate class in Cambridge this month.
Both Barrett and Kavanaugh declined to comment for this story.
Notre Dame's connection to the high court began long before Barrett became a justice in 2020.
Garnett, her husband Richard and another pair of married professors worked as clerks in the 1990s for Supreme Court justices nominated by Republican presidents, before joining the law school faculty.
Longtime Notre Dame professor William Kelley, who clerked for the late conservative justice Antonin Scalia and later became deputy counsel to President George W. Bush, helped open doors for Barrett to land her own clerkship after law school. Kelley was later influential in recruiting Barrett to return to Notre Dame as an academic.

Nicole Garnett, right, associate dean for external engagement and law professor at Notre Dame, speaks with Abraham Arun, a third-year law student. (Evan Cobb for The Washington Post)


The close ties have only deepened.
Each of the nine justices hires four clerks a year for the prestigious positions, where they help shape opinions and write legal memos on the high-profile matters before the court. Clerkships are stepping stones to posts in government, academia and lucrative private practice jobs that come with signing bonuses of up to $500,000.
The justices have total autonomy to choose their law clerks, and many rely on long-standing networks of professors, former clerks and lower-court judges for recommendations. Of the current justices, six were law clerks on the Supreme Court themselves, and all but Barrett graduated from Harvard or Yale.
Clerks with degrees from those schools still predominate in the justices' chambers. But Notre Dame is having more success placing students and faculty as clerks than other more highly ranked schools. Gorsuch, in particular, has shown an affinity for hiring clerks who are academics on Notre Dame's faculty -- a practice that is unusual, but not unheard of.
The school ranks fourth, behind the University of Chicago, Yale and Stanford, for clerkships at all levels of the federal judiciary, according to American Bar Association statistics for 2023. Between 2017 and 2021, the school was tied for fifth in the nation for Supreme Court clerkships, according to the most recent analysis by University of Chicago Law Professor Brian Leiter.
Every law school vies for visits from Supreme Court justices, but there, too, Notre Dame is doing better than most. During a single month in 2021, three justices were on campus. Barrett taught a one-week seminar on statutory interpretation. Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel A. Alito Jr. each gave lectures.

Sportscaster Dick Vitale, left, and Supreme Court Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh pose together after meeting in the Morris Inn restaurant on Sept. 28. (Courtesy of Dick Vitale)


The next year, the law school paid for Alito's five-day trip to Rome to participate in a summit sponsored by Notre Dame's Religious Liberty Initiative and Religious Liberty Clinic, according to the justice's financial disclosure report. There, Alito made his first public comments following the decision he wrote to eliminate the nationwide right to abortion, responding sarcastically to criticism from foreign officials.
And it's not only the conservative justices. Last fall, Cole, the dean, interviewed Kagan on campus. At the law school's tailgate the next day, the liberal justice -- dressed in Notre Dame green -- was surrounded by students asking to pose with her for photos.
Notre Dame's ground game for placing law clerks can be traced to Nicole Garnett, the energetic head of the clerkship committee. Garnett writes congratulatory notes to connect with newly confirmed judges. She sent emails to all 800-plus federal judges asking about their preferred hiring timeline, application format and ideal candidate qualifications. Any time a student lands an interview, she puts out the all-call to professors to grill students in practice sessions.
"She's a wizard when it comes to clerkships. She's so well-networked and she knows what each judge is looking for," said Arun, who will clerk for the chief judge in Monroe, Louisiana.

Shideya Parrilla, a third-year law student and president of the Student Bar Association at Notre Dame. (Evan Cobb for The Washington Post)


During Kavanaugh's bitter confirmation battle in 2018, amid protests following allegations of sexual misconduct that the justice repeatedly denied, he told the Senate he thought he might never be able to teach again. He then withdrew from leading a course at Harvard Law School. The next year, students again protested when George Mason's Antonin Scalia Law School announced plans for Kavanaugh to teach a course in England.
At Notre Dame this fall, in contrast, demand was so high for Kavanaugh's class he co-taught with Kelley in the school's faculty lounge that there was a lottery to allot the seats. Shideya Parrilla, president of the Student Bar Association, and other participants said Kavanaugh encouraged students to push back on the court's reasoning in various cases and shared insights into how the justices handle their legal disagreements.

From left, Appeals Court Judge Elizabeth Branch, Supreme Court Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh and Judge Gerald Pappert of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania listed to students during a moot court competition at Notre Dame. (Peter Ringenberg/Notre Dame Law School)


Cole, who was hired from Stanford, said Notre Dame places a premium on respectful disagreement -- an approach he stresses to new students during law school orientation. The student protests and disruptions that have happened at Yale and Stanford in recent years in response to conservative speakers would not happen at Notre Dame, he said.
Instead, visiting justices know that students will treat them "with the dignity and respect they deserve -- not as Supreme Court justices, but as people who are created in the likeness and image of God," Cole said. "Even our students who are not Catholic and Christian, they all take that value of this place seriously. That's why you don't see the craziness here."
Varun Cidambi, president of the liberal American Constitution Society's chapter on campus, said student views span the political spectrum, with active liberal and conservative communities. But he added that some conservative students are emboldened in the classroom and in social contexts by the right-leaning orientation of many of their professors.
"You see it in the scholarship, which is overwhelmingly originalist and conservative," Cidambi said, referring to the view that judges should interpret the words of the Constitution as they were understood at the time they were written.
Some students who are not particularly conservative still join the right-leaning Federalist Society on campus, hoping to benefit from its strong network among the school's professors and judges, Cidambi said. He described a culture of civility among students, in which the Federalist Society and his liberal organization held a joint election watch party this month. They ate Costco pizza and watched CNN, including commentary from their professor Derek Muller, an election law expert.
Even so, law professor Mark McKenna left for UCLA in 2021 after more than a decade of teaching at Notre Dame, which he said had become increasingly conservative at the faculty level. McKenna said he left in part because the school's priorities shifted, with more focus on fighting restrictions on religious observance.
"Every time someone left, as a general rule, they were replaced by someone considerably more conservative," he said. "You will hear from Notre Dame that they were playing money ball because everyone else discriminates against conservatives. And they did make some good hires of people who might have been undervalued by other schools," he added. "But I don't think that's a complete explanation."
Of the 52 full-time law school faculty, 14 have clerked for Supreme Court justices -- all nominated by Republican presidents. Two recent hires, Sherif Girgis and Haley Proctor, clerked for Alito and Thomas, respectively. Three faculty filed briefs in support of overturning Roe v. Wade when the Supreme Court heard the case known as Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization.
And all of the school's graduates with experience clerking at the court also have worked for GOP nominees.
Garnett, a Yale graduate, said she would like to convince the court's three liberals to hire her students as well.
"There are a lot of smart people who attend law school at a lot of different places," she said.
Cole pushed back on the idea that the school is overwhelmingly conservative. Notre Dame's prominent faculty on the right stand out, he said, because other law schools have so few. He also suggested that other top schools are not as comfortable with conservative arguments and ideas.
Notre Dame "doesn't openly discriminate against conservative scholars," he said. "We are willing to hire people without regard to their approach to law and legal interpretation. We don't have a litmus test."
The Religious Liberty initiative and clinic that Cole launched represented the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and the Diocese of Tulsa in a case seeking to open the nation's first publicly funded religious charter school. The clinic also filed a brief in support of protecting a Native American sacred site in Arizona slated for a copper-mining operation. The justices are considering whether to take up both cases.
"Now, we have Catholic values," Cole said. "So if all you care about is abortion, then yes, we look conservative. But we are also, as Catholics, pro-immigrant. We are anti-death penalty as Catholics. I don't know if you can characterize those as conservative positions."
It is not uncommon for law school clinics to file briefs in cases before the court. Under the Supreme Court's ethics rules, justices with ties to a particular school are not disqualified from hearing a case in which that school or one of its professors has taken a position.
Gabe Roth, executive director of Fix the Court, who is often critical of the court's ethical practices, said the justices' connections to law schools are inevitable and that the public should not want members of the nation's highest court to be cut off from academia and the legal world outside of the courthouse.
Roth has broader concerns about law schools or clinics paying for a justice's travel, however. And he said he wants to ensure that the justices themselves aren't just "sticking with the home team," but instead are speaking before ideologically diverse audiences.

The Eck Hall of Law at Notre Dame. (Evan Cobb for The Washington Post)


In Barrett's one-week class this fall, Arun reconnected with the justice, whom he had written to years earlier as an undergraduate seeking advice about applying to law school. Like the justice, Arun grew up in Louisiana. He was nervous about measuring up at Notre Dame.
To his surprise, Barrett wrote back. Quoting Theodore Roosevelt, she told him: "Comparison is the thief of joy," adding that the key to succeeding was not to look left or right, but to focus straight ahead.
Arun showed Barrett that he'd saved her letter written on Supreme Court stationery.
"Before she was a justice," Arun said, "she was like any of us."
Tobi Raji and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Trump picked his lawyer for a top Justice Dept. job. Does it matter?
If confirmed as deputy attorney general, Todd Blanche should recuse from Justice Dept. matters related to cases where he represented Donald Trump, experts say. 
By Mark Berman | 2024-11-28

Donald Trump, flanked by defense attorney Todd Blanche, speaks outside Manhattan criminal court in May. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Soon after winning the presidential election, Donald Trump announced that he wanted to install Todd Blanche, one of his criminal defense attorneys, as the No. 2 official in the Justice Department.
Blanche would fix "a broken System of Justice," Trump declared in a statement.
Days later, Blanche was hard at work in his current role, signing a court filing that derided one of the cases against Trump as "politically-motivated and fatally flawed" and argued that it should be dismissed.
Blanche -- Trump's pick to be the deputy attorney general -- faces an uneasy balancing act, particularly given the president-elect's stated desire to seek retribution against his investigators and political foes.
If Blanche is confirmed, his previous work representing Trump in multiple criminal cases would raise ethical concerns unless he recuses himself from anything at the Justice Department that might touch on those matters, according to interviews with several legal experts.
Recusal is "an obvious call," said Eli Wald, a law professor at the University of Denver who specializes in legal ethics. He said Blanche overseeing anything that touches on his previous defense of Trump in either state or federal court would create a clear "appearance of impropriety."
The Justice Department has "lots of excellent lawyers," Wald said. "Why would we want one person that Americans can correctly identify with being President Trump's lawyer to be ... making decisions about the same matters in which he represented the president? That would defy common sense."
Trump's transition did not respond to a request for comment. Blanche did not respond to a message sent to his law firm email address.
The issue extends beyond Blanche, given that Trump also picked two of his other attorneys -- Emil Bove and D. John Sauer -- for principal associate deputy attorney general and solicitor general, respectively. Those are also top Justice Department roles. But Blanche has been tapped for the No. 2 position, just below the attorney general, and he has effectively been the face of Trump's defense team since he signed on as his lawyer last year.
Blanche represented Trump through a tumultuous period that saw four separate indictments against Trump as he campaigned for another term in the White House. He led Trump's defense team in three of the four cases: a federal case in Florida accusing Trump of mishandling classified materials; a separate federal case in D.C. charging him with trying to obstruct Joe Biden's victory in the 2020 election; and a New York case involving charges of falsifying business records related to a 2016 hush money payment.
The two federal prosecutions against Trump have been dismissed, while the ultimate outcome of the New York case remains unclear. A jury there convicted Trump of 34 felony counts in May, though the judge has postponed sentencing multiple times, most recently to give the president-elect's attorneys more time to argue the case should be thrown out given the results of the election.

Former president Donald Trump addressed reporters before entering a Manhattan courtroom on April 15.


While it remains unclear what specific steps Trump's Justice Department could take involving matters where Blanche represented the president-elect, Trump has demanded retribution against his perceived foes.
Among other things, Trump has suggested that special counsel Jack Smith, who brought the two federal cases, should be thrown out of the country and said Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg (D), who brought the New York case, should be prosecuted. The Washington Post has also reported that Trump plans to fire all members of Smith's team.
"It's not at all unusual for a criminal defense lawyer in the private sector to join DOJ," said Kathleen Clark, a law professor at Washington University and an expert in legal and government ethics. "What makes this situation possibly fraught, I think, is not so much that revolving door as much as the threats, the completely inappropriate threats of retaliation."
The deputy attorney general is responsible for overseeing the day-to-day operations at the Justice Department, a sprawling agency with more than 115,000 employees that bills itself as "the world's largest law office."
Blanche has experience with that office, having spent nearly a decade as a federal prosecutor in Manhattan, according to his law firm's website. He went on to become a criminal defense attorney and was a partner at the firm Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft, before resigning to start his own firm and represent Trump.
During the New York trial, Blanche drew some reprimands from the judge, acting New York Supreme Court justice Juan Merchan, who told Blanche at one point that he was "losing all credibility."
The judge found Trump in contempt, imposed a gag order and fined him for violating it. Hours after Trump was convicted, Blanche went on CNN to say Trump's behavior was "exemplary." He also criticized the prosecution, calling the case "completely unjust."
Blanche's stout defense of the president-elect continued with the court filing this month in New York. "Just as a sitting President is completely immune from any criminal process, so too is President Trump as President-elect," Blanche and Bove wrote in arguing that the case should be dismissed. Prosecutors in Manhattan have suggested instead delaying any criminal proceedings until after Trump's second term ends.
Experts said there was no issue with Blanche continuing to represent Trump during the transition period, emphasizing that he is a private citizen and has obligations toward Trump and any other clients.
Ethics expert Stephen Gillers said if he were advising Blanche, he would suggest that he stop representing Trump once he is formally nominated as deputy attorney general, presuming the New York case remains active at that point. "It looks bad when you're representing the president while you're awaiting confirmation for DOJ deputy," said Gillers, a law professor emeritus at New York University.
Still, "the clear dividing line is the moment he's sworn in," Gillers said. Then, he said, "his client will change. His client will be the United States, and only the United States."

Trump sits alongside Blanche and attorney Emil Bove in Manhattan criminal court on May 29. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Trump's first attorney general in his first term, Jeff Sessions, recused himself from the Justice Department's investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election after it emerged that he had met with the Russian ambassador to the United States during the campaign and did not disclose that to senators during his confirmation.
Trump was outraged by Sessions's recusal, and he remained angered by it years later, blaming Sessions for special counsel Robert S. Mueller III's lengthy probe into whether Trump campaign officials had coordinated with Russian efforts.
Sessions was right to recuse himself, said Clark, the Washington University professor. But Trump's reaction to his decision signals why it would be important for members of the Senate Judiciary Committee involved in Blanche's confirmation hearing to "get on the record exactly what the scope of his recusals will be, where he sees the line of where he cannot participate," Clark said.
While Justice Department prosecutors work for the executive branch, they have long operated "independent of presidential power," said Scott Cummings, a UCLA law professor who teaches legal ethics.
That separation is based on rules and tradition, rather than constitutional constraints, Cummings said, adding that Trump picking his defense attorneys for top Justice Department jobs appears meant to "undercut the norm of independence" and bring the department under the president's control.
Wald, the University of Denver professor, said Blanche is clearly qualified to be deputy attorney general but should steer clear of any Justice Department business that intersects with his previous work for Trump.
There have been attacks on the rule of law in the United States for the past decade or so, Wald said, and it's important "to shore up trust and confidence in legal institutions," including the Justice Department.
"An easy, easy solution could be simply to make sure that people who represented the president recently are not the same people making decisions about the very same matters on behalf of the United States of America," Wald said.
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What is swatting, the tactic being used to target Trump Cabinet picks?
Trump's transition team said that "several" of the president-elect's picks faced "threats to their lives." Such "swatting" incidents have proven difficult to stop.
By Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2024-11-28

A SWAT team in Huntington Beach, California respond to a protest in April 2021. (Etienne Laurent/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Some of President-elect Donald Trump's picks for key government roles have been victims of "numerous bomb threats and swatting incidents," the FBI said Wednesday -- calling renewed attention to a dangerous intimidation tactic that high-profile figures have faced for years, and which has proved stubbornly difficult to stop.
"Swatting" -- a form of harassment in which authorities are misled to believe that a serious threat or crime is underway, leading police to an urgent response, often at the target's home -- has caused scenes so chaotic that a Tennessee man once suffered a fatal heart attack after he was targeted, while another man was shot dead by police in Kansas.
Trump's transition team said that "several" of the president-elect's picks faced "threats to their lives" Tuesday night and Wednesday morning, but did not specify who had been targeted or how many people were victims. At least six people selected for prominent positions said they had received threats to their homes, including people Trump plans to nominate as head of the Department of Labor and the Department of Defense.
Here's what to know about swatting and why it's so hard for authorities to stop.
The Department of Homeland Security defines swatting as the act of making "malicious hoax calls" to emergency services with the intent to cause "large-scale" deployment of Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) teams, bomb squads or other police resources. Not only is the tactic a waste of police and first responder resources, but it can lead to dangerous altercations between law enforcement officers who believe they're walking into a dangerous situation and unsuspecting victims who may try to flee or defend themselves.
Swatting is a "daily occurrence" and incidents "often come in clusters across the U.S.," the DHS says, with law enforcement agencies having sounded alarms over the practice for at least two decades. Hoax callers often report fake active shooter incidents, bomb threats, homicides or hostage situations, according to the DHS, and typical targets include schools, hospitals, governmental institutions, politicians or officials, celebrities, journalists and gamers on streaming platforms.
There hasn't been definitive research into how many swatting incidents occur annually. Last year, the FBI reportedly launched a database to help track incidents nationally, and The Washington Post reported that hundreds of U.S. schools were swatted in what appeared to be a coordinated campaign of fear that involved numerous school shooting hoaxes.
Celebrities, political figures across the spectrum and streamers have been swatted in recent years, adding to a disturbing trend that hasn't always lead to suspects being identified by authorities, let alone arrests or convictions.
The family home of David Hogg, the vocal gun control activist who survived the 2018 shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, was swatted months after the tragedy.
Earlier this year in January, Reuters reported that a swatting incident occurred at the home of U.S. District Judge Tanya S. Chutkan, who was presiding over the criminal case charging Trump with attempting to overturn the 2020 election. This past summer, two European men were indicted and accused of swatting Congress members, law enforcement officials and several lawmakers.
In 2013, Kim Kardashian wrote on social media that she and her husband at the time, Kanye West, had been swatted at their residence. That same year, a 12-year-old California boy admitted to swatting the singer Justin Bieber and actor Ashton Kutcher.
Some have suggested that swatting took off as a fad in the online streamer and gaming community, with swatting incidents becoming so frequent that some have pieced together video compilations of streamers being swatted while streaming. Clara "Keffals" Sorrenti, a popular transgender Twitch streamer, decried the practice after being swatted.
In 2019, a 26-year-old California man, Tyler Barriss, was sentenced to 20 years in prison after falsely reporting a homicide at an address in Kansas that led to an uninvolved man getting shot and killed by police in 2017. The case started as a dispute between two gamers playing "Call of Duty: WWII." One player threatened to swat the other, and the other player responded by giving a random address he claimed was his residence. The address was supplied to Barriss, an anonymous online swatter, who made the hoax call. Ultimately, the two gamers -- one from Ohio and the other from Kansas -- were sentenced to 15 months and 18 months, respectively, for their involvement.
This week, the Trump picks who said they received threats to their homes include: Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-New York), prospective U.S. ambassador to the United Nations; former congressman Lee Zeldin (R-New York), prospective Environmental Protection Agency administrator; Brooke Rollins, prospective head of the Agriculture Department; Scott Turner, prospective head of the Department of Housing and Urban Development; Rep. Lori Chavez-DeRemer (R-Oregon), Trump's pick for labor secretary; and Pete Hegseth, Trump's pick to head the Defense Department.
Though swatting can lead to felony charges, some hoax callers are hard to track down. Offenders often use caller ID spoofing to look like they're calling from the victim's phone number, as well as social engineering tactics, voice masking technology, and tactics teletypewriter (TTY) relay -- a phone system designed for people who have hearing or speech impairments.
Hoax callers also sometimes manage to evade authorities by using voice-over internet protocol, or VoIP, numbers to make telephone calls over the internet. Using this tactic, perpetrators outside the United States can use free online services to contact emergency services while appearing as if they are calling from within the country.
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Trump selects retired Lt. Gen. Keith Kellogg as special envoy on Ukraine and Russia
Get the latest news on the transition to the new administration of President-elect Donald Trump and a new Congress.
By Washington Post staff, Justine McDaniel, Hannah Knowles, Naomi Nix, Maegan Vazquez, Mary Beth Sheridan, Mariana Alfaro, Jeff Stein, Tony Romm, Patrick Svitek, Lori Rozsa, Philip Bump, Will Oremus, Marianne LeVine, Cat Zakrzewski, Dan Diamond, Lisa Rein, Isaac Arnsdorf, Jacob Bogage, David J. Lynch, Nick Miroff | 2024-11-28
President-elect Donald Trump on Wednesday tapped retired Lt. Gen. Keith Kellogg, who served as chief of staff on the National Security Council during Trump's first term, to become special envoy on Ukraine and Russia. Kellogg's announcement followed picks on Tuesday evening for candidates for a handful of top government jobs, including Trump's announcement of Jamieson Greer to serve as his U.S. trade representative and Jay Bhattacharya to lead the National Institutes of Health. Trump also said he had chosen Kevin Hassett to be the director of the White House National Economic Council, Jim O'Neill as deputy secretary of health and human services and John Phelan to be secretary of the Navy.
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Trump's pick for Ukraine-Russia envoy favors negotiation to end war
Keith Kellogg, a retired Army lieutenant general who served during Trump's first term, would be central to one of the Trump's most ambitious campaign promises: ending the war between Ukraine and Russia.
By Patrick Svitek, Alex Horton | 2024-11-28

Retired Army Gen. Keith Kellogg, then national security adviser to Vice President Mike Pence, speaks during a press briefing at the White House in 2020. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


President-elect Donald Trump announced Wednesday that he would nominate retired Army Gen. Keith Kellogg as special envoy for Ukraine and Russia, bringing back a key adviser from his first term to help fulfill his top campaign promise of ending the war between the two countries.
"Together, we will secure PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH, and Make America, and the World, SAFE AGAIN!" Trump said in a social media post announcing Kellogg's selection.
Kellogg, a retired lieutenant general, was chief of staff for the National Security Council during Trump's first term. He also served as national security adviser to Vice President Mike Pence and briefly served as acting national security adviser to Trump.
Trump, in his Wednesday post, said Kellogg "was with me right from the beginning!" Kellogg will also carry the title of assistant to the president.
Kellogg accepted the appointment in a social media post, saying he looked "forward to working tirelessly to secure peace through strength while upholding America's interests."
Trump ran for president promising to quickly settle the conflict that broke out after Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022. Trump regularly claimed he could end the war within his first 24 hours of returning to office.
But Trump largely declined to provide details on his strategy for winding down the war, and his campaign rhetoric raised concerns that he would be too deferential to Russia in any peace negotiations.
On the campaign trail, he suggested Ukraine could have averted the conflict by making unspecified concessions to Russia before its invasion.
Kellogg has been serving as co-chair of the Center for American Security at the America First Policy Institute, a conservative think tank aligned with Trump. In that role, Kellogg co-wrote an April report on the war that advocated a "formal U.S. policy to seek a cease-fire and negotiated settlement of the Ukraine conflict."
"The United States would continue to arm Ukraine and strengthen its defenses to ensure Russia will make no further advances and will not attack again after a cease-fire or peace agreement," the report said. "Future American military aid, however, will require Ukraine to participate in peace talks with Russia."
Kellogg has also proposed delivery of U.S. weapons as a cudgel to bring Moscow to the table. If Putin were to refuse the opportunity to negotiate, he told Reuters in a June interview outlining potential diplomatic pressure on Russia, then the United States could give Kyiv "everything they need to kill you in the field."
In 2022, Kellogg joined a coalition of conservative groups in signing a letter to lawmakers to delay consideration of a major new aid package to Ukraine. In the letter, obtained by The Washington Post, Kellogg and others warned that another Ukraine aid bill would "add to our already substantial national debt and budget deficit."
Ultimately, Congress would opt to continue providing assistance to Ukraine over the objections of the groups.
The war in Ukraine is personal for Kellogg's family. His daughter, Meaghan Mobbs, is president of the R.T. Weatherman Foundation, a group that has provided aid to civilians and repatriation of the remains of American volunteer fighters killed in battle.
Kellogg's selection comes at a precarious time for Ukraine, whose soldiers are exhausted trying to contain months of Moscow's advances along the eastern front. Russian commanders have harnessed illicit Starlink terminals to improve their coordination, dispersing in small assault teams backed by drones and artillery to push back Ukrainian forces across the Donetsk region, soldiers have said.
Russia's gains, which coincided with Kyiv's gambit to occupy Russia's Kursk region, have led to some of the most rapid territorial losses Ukraine has experienced since 2022, analysts have said.
The Biden administration, in its twilight, has taken drastic steps to reverse Ukraine's fortunes ahead of any potential negotiations. This month, President Joe Biden authorized Ukraine to fire U.S.-provided ballistic missiles into Russia, in response to the mobilization of thousands of North Korean troops helping Russia in Kursk.
The policy is a reversal of the White House belief that using such missiles was an escalatory risk and underscores the importance for both sides of holding Kursk, which will be an important bargaining chip if and when negotiations commence.
Kellogg argued in a Fox News interview last week that Biden's approval of the missiles has "actually given Trump more leverage."
"I'm hoping there's something to this," Kellogg said. "I don't know, but it does give ... President Trump more ability to pivot from that."
Biden also authorized the transfer of antipersonnel mines to Ukraine this month to help curb Russia's use of small assault teams taking Ukrainian positions on foot. The U.S. military had mothballed its inventory of antipersonnel mines, and Biden in 2022 reinstated a policy to ban their use or transfer outside the Korean Peninsula. His decision roiled arms-control groups, which pointed to the indiscriminate nature of the weapons and their enduring potential for harm.
Biden's cautious strategy toward parceling out weapons and his late surge of policy changes have drawn criticism in Kyiv and from Ukrainian troops. Weapons arriving after long deliberations in Washington have diminishing returns because conditions on the battlefield have changed, leading to preventable casualties and setbacks, according to soldiers and commanders on the ground.
Kellogg is likely to work closely with Trump's pick for national security adviser in his incoming administration, Rep. Michael Waltz (R-Florida). Waltz praised Kellogg's selection on Wednesday, saying in an X post that Kellogg is "committed to bringing the war in Ukraine to a peaceful resolution."
John Hudson contributed to this report.
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The demise of the 'public square' argument for X
Elon Musk bought Twitter purportedly because he sought to defend the public square. What he's created is something very different.
By Philip Bump | 2024-11-27

Elon Musk speaks before Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden in New York on Oct. 27. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


First, social media was created. Then, somewhere around the 2016 mark, a critical mass of trolls and instigators and abusers and crooks figured out how to leverage it. The social media companies responded, trying to balance constraints meant to limit scams and lies and negative interactions with allowing good-faith speech.
But many people, particularly on the right, understood the utility of the internet primarily through the exaggerated lens of right-wing media outlets or posse commentatus sites like Twitchy where members of the perceived left were targeted for attack. Social media was a place to get into fights and to share false claims about what Barack Nobummer and the Demoncrats were up to. Having their accounts deprioritized for those actions was seen not as a consequence but -- given how many conservatives had similar complaints -- a reflection of the politics of these blue-state-California-owned companies.
Then there was a pandemic. A million-plus people died in the  United States, hundreds of thousands of them after having failed to get vaccinated. But the real victims of the plague (to offer an only slightly exaggerated summation of one line of argument) were the Americans who were blocked from claiming on social media that the vaccines were why very old people were dying.
Enter Elon Musk, billionaire and newly minted far-right culture warrior. Musk was incensed that Twitter in particular, a place that was supposed to be the "global town square," had instead become a place where there were authorities who policed antisocial behavior, something that never happens in literal public spaces. So, seemingly on a whim, Musk offered to buy Twitter.  It said yes. (Then he changed his mind and Twitter said nope, we had a deal, and Musk ended up buying the company anyway.)
The new, Musk-owned Twitter -- soon rebranded as X -- would be a haven for free speech, Musk insisted, a place where the "woke mind virus" (here meaning efforts to limit the use of intentionally derogatory language) would find no purchase. It would be a public square in the purest sense: unfiltered, unconstrained, a furious brawl for attention with cash payments to the people who were best able to rile people up.
And here we are.
In one sense, it's useful that Musk renamed Twitter. It allows us to differentiate between two very different products. The former was the platform I joined in 2007 (two years  before Musk, for what it's worth), one that allowed random observations to gain traction and that took advantage of a central asset of the internet: People return to places that send them somewhere interesting. The latter? Well, it wasn't really that.
New attention has been paid in recent days to Musk's decision to prevent people from leaving X at all. This has manifested in different ways at different times, including in his declaration that X would become the "everything app," one where you bank and watch movies and do whatever else you might do on the internet. But it is most apparent (particularly to those in the media) in his push to downplay links to other sites in favor of posting the content of those sites on X directly.
The Washington Post's Will Oremus, citing analysis from Pew Research Center, describes this approach as the "news influencer" strategy. Instead of providing information about what's happening, X encourages takes and spin on the news  to spike engagement. It's the difference between going to Ikea and watching a TikTok video about how the  Hemnes storage units aren't worth the price. Or, often, about how maybe the cabinets are secretly a front for child trafficking? Follow to learn more!
Supporters of X (as distinct from Twitter) like to present X as the new media and its users as the new journalists. (Musk often celebrates the app's leading position in app download charts, but that's because it's been classified as "news" rather than "social media.") But this idea of fully democratizing news sharing is flawed in a variety of ways, including that, despite how it is often presented, journalism requires paying people enough to be able to do the hard, grinding work of actual reporting. Maybe in a decade there will be a "Spotlight"-like movie about an investigation presented first on X, but I doubt it.
After taking over, Musk reinstated a number of accounts banned during the Twitter era, including some banned for advocating white nationalism or dinged for repeatedly spreading false information. During the 2024 election, researchers determined that Musk himself was one of the central conduits for political misinformation, as false information about politics spread on his platform with abandon. (Believe it or not, influencers often don't verify information before sharing it.)
Other research, including from The Post, indicates that Republican accounts, like Musk's, have seen disproportionate gains in attention under the new ownership. Musk has also been eager to exercise control over usernames on X, an underappreciated store of value.  To boost his pro-Donald Trump campaign efforts, he took over the @America handle and gave it to his political action committee. This week, X rose to the defense of the misinformation-spewing site Infowars, suggesting that its @Infowars handle on X couldn't be sold to a third party because it was owned by Musk's company, not Infowars and its head, Alex Jones. (Jones is one of those reinstated to the platform after being banned in the Twitter era.)
Musk's efforts to recoup his investment has led X to try to generate subscriptions from users, granting those users certain preferential treatment, including in amplifying their replies to posts. At first, the central effect of this was to shine a spotlight on people whose posts weren't interesting enough to grant them attention under the old system. Over time, it also became a way to empower trolls and miscreants. Pay a few bucks a month and you could annoy the people you dislike even more.
All of this is far afield from the idea of a "public square." A square is a place where roads meet and people engage with each other before moving somewhere else. Musk barricaded the streets and hid the exits like he's building a casino. Instead of a place where people meet and discuss and engage, he's created a place where you can buy an X-branded megaphone and where the person who says the meanest or most outrageous thing to the most people gets the most money.
This trend was obvious for a while, but people stuck around for lack of an alternative. But then an alternative emerged: Bluesky, where abuse is constrained and sending people away encouraged. After the election, millions joined the new platform, escaping Musk's "public square" through a hole in the fence. Rather than creating a place where the world has a conversation, Musk created a place that prompted longtime users to start looking for a new home.
Not everyone is happy about this. Semafor reported on Monday that Chinese state media was worried that the shift to Bluesky would mean fewer users at X -- a place where their propagandists had built large followings.
The spread of propaganda, of course, is a shift that Musk has unquestionably encouraged.
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The Harris campaign's ground game was not the problem
A recent assessment of the 2024 presidential contest suggested that Democrats needed to emulate right-wing outreach. But that's different from turning out voters.
By Philip Bump | 2024-11-27

Hope Paasch, right, briefs volunteers Jacqui Shive, center, and Dorothy Bryan-Kanda in North Carolina's Iredell County on Nov. 4 before they go canvass for Vice President Kamala Harris. (Logan Cyrus for The Washington Post)


Victory has a thousand fathers, as they say, while defeat is an orphan. But an electoral defeat goes further: Not only is it an orphan, but a thousand people quickly step up to deny paternity.
At least, that's what happens when Democratic candidates lose. And Vice President Kamala Harris's loss earlier this month has triggered a flood of analyses in which people who advocate a particular approach criticize Harris's campaign for not taking that approach or not taking that approach enough. It is far, far easier to say how someone could have won than it is to actually win.
On Monday, the Guardian's Astra Taylor presented an analysis of the 2024 outcome that faulted Democrats for dismissing the right's approach to voter outreach. "Democrats should stop mocking Trump's ground game and start learning from it," the article is titled. In it, various local organizers explain how the Harris campaign would have been better served by diverting resources from volunteer door-knocking and toward long-term organizing.
It's a compelling message for Democrats who both feel frustrated with Donald Trump's victory and with the inroads Trump and his party seem to have made with long-standing Democratic constituencies. It's also counterintuitive, which always holds some appeal: Is everything the Democrats know about campaigning wrong?
No. While there would almost certainly be value in an effort by Democrats to build sustained outreach efforts in communities, there is little reason to think that this is what led to Trump's victory. What's more, that isn't the same as a campaign ground game -- and Harris's ground game, unlike Trump's, was robust and effective.
We're blurring a lot of terms here, so let's disentangle a bit. "Ground game" is a general term used to describe direct, person-to-person contact. There are usually two phases to it during a political campaign. Before voting begins, it involves persuading voters who might be interested in voting for your candidate and identifying voters who are. Once voting starts, it's about getting those supportive voters to the polls.
Taylor's piece begins by dismissing Democrats' insistence that Trump's ground game -- here referring to that latter component -- was ineffective. If "that's true," she writes, "why did Trump succeed where Harris failed?"
Well, the simple answer is that Trump benefited from the political pendulum swinging back to the right after it swung to the left in 2020. That swing was accelerated by inflation, which contributed to a global backlash against incumbent parties. It wasn't because voter-turnout efforts were unimportant or ineffective.
In fact, the available data suggests that Harris's efforts were effective in the seven states identified before Election Day as being up for grabs. The chart below shows how much each state swung to the right relative to 2020. The states closest to the middle dividing line, the ones with the closest margins in 2024, showed more subtle rightward shifts.




Harris got more votes in five states than Joe Biden did in 2020, as of this writing. Four were swing states. On average, the margin in non-swing states that voted for Harris shifted five points to Trump relative to 2020. In non-swing states that backed Trump, the shift was four points. In swing states, it was three points.
In all seven swing states, Trump also outperformed his 2020 numbers, as he did in 37 states overall. Across those swing states, he earned 6 percent more votes than he did in 2020, a bigger jump than the 2 percent he gained in states Harris won and the 4 percent improvement he saw in non-swing states he won. But while Harris received 12 percent fewer votes in states she won (as of this writing) than Biden did four years ago and 8 percent fewer in non-swing states that Trump won, she received almost the same number of votes in those swing states that Biden did.
None of this proves that Harris's efforts on the ground were the difference maker. But it does suggest that she did better in those targeted swing states than in other places. Maybe it was the ads. Maybe it was something else. But it wasn't because of Trump's new-model ground game -- which, in Taylor's articulation, centered on "use of 'untraditional' and 'micro-targeted' strategies aimed at reaching low- and mid-propensity voters who didn't fit the usual Republican profile, including Latinos, Black men, and Asian and Arab Americans."
That's not a ground game. That's just using different modes of persuasion. If we want to talk about how Democrats can be better at persuading uninterested voters, sure. But that's a different discussion.
Never mind, of course, that there's not much evidence that these newfangled strategies actually had much effect. What's the evidence that the significant shift among Hispanics stems from outreach groups engaging those voters over a period of months? It's just assumed -- just as it is assumed that engaging these groups generally will yield the specific benefit of reaching registered voters and compelling them to vote. The difference in utility between putting up a billboard and driving a voter to the polls is important!
To that point: What's the evidence for Black voters being subtly compelled to come out and vote for Trump? Exit polls show that Black voters made up less of the electorate in 2024 than in 2020, an election in which more votes were cast. They backed Harris by nearly an equivalent margin. If you want to argue that Trump's campaign persuaded Black voters to stay home, fine -- but that's not the argument being made.
The argument being made is, instead, that Trump has invested in systems to engage people outside the electoral context. That's what the organizers who spoke to Taylor advocate: more investment in groups like theirs to bolster engagement with the left over the long run.
And, again, it's hard to see how that would hurt. But we're conflating different things. The Harris campaign could not have stood up some long-term engagement effort; it started in late July! The campaign did what campaigns can do, which is contact and identify voters and then turn them out. The party could do this, sure, but that has nothing to do with what Harris should or could have done.
While the specific examples of Republican outreach identified in Taylor's piece include efforts funded by outside conservative groups, it is true that Trump has created a community that Harris didn't. That's in part because he has been running for president for the better part of a decade, which she hadn't been. The last Democratic presidential candidate who had a base of enthusiastic support that is at all comparable to what surrounds Trump was Barack Obama. And he actually launched an effort to convert that enthusiasm into a permanent organizing effort, engaging people outside the context of electoral politics. It was called Organizing for America, and it evaporated fairly quickly.
None of this is to say that Harris's campaign was flawless or that Trump's was fatally flawed. It isn't to say that a long-term organizing effort by Democrats that is centered on being useful to voters outside the months before an election wouldn't be beneficial.
It is, instead, to say that the problem with Harris's campaign wasn't that she did typical campaign outreach. Her loss wasn't because Trump invented some new model of voter turnout that Democrats must replicate. If your interest is in seeing Democrats win elections in the future, suggesting that the Trump campaign's nebulous internet-ad/text-message/stay-at-home turnout effort is something to emulate is deeply risky advice.
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Impromptu Thanksgiving reflections
Our columnists reflect on what they're grateful for in this tumultuous year.
By Washington Post Opinions staff | 2024-11-28
Happy Thanksgiving from Impromptu! In our latest episode, we asked some of our columnists to reflect on one thing that they are grateful for this year. Below are some edited snippets of what they had to say.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Kate Cohen: So we left for my parents' house the weekend before Thanksgiving because that's what we always do. Tradition pushed me against my immediate wishes into the minivan and down Interstate 81. Tradition brought me to my parents' house. Tradition says it's the fourth Thursday in November. Tradition also says, okay, now feel gratitude. And the funny thing is, it's working. I will. I do.
Shadi Hamid: I'm thankful that the election results were not contested -- that when Donald Trump won, as frightening as that was for so many of us, Democrats did not question the legitimacy of the vote. When you've been defeated and your defeat is clear, it is important to accept that and come to terms with it, because only then can you learn what needs to be learned.
Amanda Ripley: I'm also grateful in the aftermath of the election that it feels like there is a tiny but growing movement of people who are starting to see that conflict entrepreneurs, people who inflame and incite division and contempt for their own purposes, only thrive if we let them. If we are afraid of each other, if we don't know each other, then politicians can exploit us. If we mock and disdain one another, people we don't agree with, we are literally giving them what they want.
Molly Roberts: On Bluesky and across the internet and on phone calls and podcasts and workplaces, and even maybe at a few Thanksgiving tables, Democrats are having a spirited, sorely needed and plenty controversial conversation about how to rebuild a winning coalition. The best kinds of communities tolerate dissent and trust in good faith. It makes me feel a little better about losing to know not just that so many others were knocked down too but that we're also working together to get up again.
Charles Lane: A sense of gratitude is closely related to a sense of perspective. And what we just heard from our commentators was, in one way or another, all about keeping what's going on today in perspective, putting their concerns in the context of things that have happened before, things that it's reasonable to expect in a fallen world. And frankly, a sense of things could be a lot worse.
We're the world's oldest constitutional democracy, and we dedicate a day to that purpose -- putting our grievances in perspective every year. Enjoy it.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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Other things the holiday season is for 
Edith Pritchett cartoon on the holidays. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-11-28

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Pets
Michael Ramirez cartoon on Joe Biden and Donald Trump.
By Michael Ramirez | 2024-11-28

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)
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Britain's assisted-suicide bill should raise doubts everywhere
A slippery slope? In Canada, assisted suicide is now tied for the country's fifth-leading cause of death.
By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2024-11-27

A campaigner in favor of Britain's effort to legalize assisted suicide in England and Wales is seen outside the Palace of Westminster on Oct. 16. (Justin Tallis/AFP/Getty Images) 


Assisted suicide might be coming to Britain. On Friday, a bill to legalize it for people with terminal illnesses will come up for a critical vote in the House of Commons. The idea has long had the support of a majority of the British public, but polls also show that support melts on contact with the details.
The venerable British magazine the Economist has endorsed the bill. Its article features an arresting image: an empty hospital bed under the headline, "It's time." The magazine's editors, characteristically, make the case for a right to die with the succinctness and forthrightness that have helped make them influential. But both their practical reassurances about the impact of the proposed law and the bleak moral vision they invoke to justify it should reinforce doubts about assisted suicide -- and not only in Britain.
The legislation would allow adults expected to die within six months to seek medical assistance in ending their lives, requiring them to get approval from two doctors and a judge. It includes safeguards to protect patients from choosing that option under coercion or pressure. But the adequacy of these safeguards is questionable: Doctors cannot reasonably be asked to investigate the pressures on a patient, for example. Their inadequacy has led most national organizations representing disabled Britons to oppose the bill. Even some human rights groups that support assisted suicide, if designed and implemented carefully, have come out against it.
The Economist urges its readers to ignore the clearly posted signs of a slippery slope. "Doctors already routinely make decisions over life and death" by administering painkillers that they realize could end a patient's life, its editors write. Licensing physicians to administer drugs for no other purpose than causing death would, however, both break new moral ground and create wider opportunities for abuse. This argument is a way of pretending not to descend the slope while doing just that.
Next, the editorialists claim that no assisted-dying laws anywhere have ever been expanded without further legislation. Yet they admit in the next breath that Canadian courts extended assisted suicide to people who are suffering but not terminally ill. And they entirely ignore the possibility that assisted suicide will widen because the culture and practice of medicine will change under the influence of the law or because restrictions will be lightly enforced. Yet these are the main slopes down which assisted suicide has begun to slide. A recent report by Alexander Raikin, a visiting fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center, says it has already gone from "a last resort" to "routine" in Canada, where assisted suicide is tied for fifth among leading causes of death.
And concerns do not only arise in Canada. Experts on eating disorders recently wrote a letter to the British Medical Journal noting research that "suggests assisted dying laws have already led to preventable deaths of young people with eating disorders in multiple countries." Some assisted-suicide clinicians have proposed a diagnosis of "terminal anorexia" for patients who feel unable to eat.  Oregon's government, which runs an assisted-suicide program with eligibility criteria similar to the bill before Britain's Parliament, has affirmed that a patient who goes without treatment for diabetes -- even if that's because an insurer has declined to cover it -- would be eligible for aid in dying.
The Economist's editors do not worry about these scenarios, fundamentally, because they want to rappel downward. They say they want an even more expansive right to assistance in suicide than the bill provides. How expansive? They note that, in Oregon, 4 out of 10 of those who chose death said they feared being a burden on others. It does not faze them. "It would be better if people didn't feel burdensome, obviously, but that does not stop them from making rational choices."
They believe they have already won the argument over principle. Appeals to "the sanctity of life," they say, cannot succeed today because such concerns "operate in a space that is governed by individual conscience, not the state." This is untrue. Every government, including that of Britain, treats life as a good not to be acted against except in specified circumstances. Those exceptions have multiplied over recent decades -- especially with respect to abortion. The sanctity of life has eroded as a result, but no government leaves respect for it wholly to individuals.
Nor does any government treat suicide purely as a right, which would imply that there should not even be public efforts to discourage it. If that is off the table, we can as a society choose among the permutations of two basic options: We can give patients in the last stages of life palliative care, and let them and their families turn down life-extending treatments, while forbidding deliberate actions to kill them. Or we can create certain categories of people whose lives we believe can reasonably be surrendered -- whether it is the terminally or incurably ill, the chronically suffering, the depressed. But those categories will necessarily be unstable.
No policy can avert all the agony that our embodied lives make possible. We must pick among imperfect options. As O. Carter Snead explains in "What It Means to Be Human," too much of our bioethics makes such choices from the point of view of one idealized type of person. It's the same sort of person in the background of that Economist editorial: the willful, competent, self-actualizing, independent person. They place too little weight on the interests of those who exemplify other aspects of the human condition: vulnerability, limitation, dependence.
When thinking about assisted suicide as a policy, the latter group is the one we should be most concerned about. And what should worry us is that the medical profession, the culture and the government will all be telling them to just die already: It's time.
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Let America's dumpster fire be the only inferno this holiday
Plus: Curious culinary traditions. A diplomatic win. AI's transformation of medicine.
By Drew Goins | 2024-11-27
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's pre-Thanksgiving edition:

(Peter Marlow/Magnum Photos) 


It's the day before Thanksgiving, so I'll keep this as brief as a deep-fried turkey inferno that firefighters manage to contain to the free-standing garage.
Megan McArdle writes that this will be her first Thanksgiving "as an orphan, which simultaneously seems a strange way to describe yourself at 51 and the most accurate rendition of what it feels like to face the holiday without my mother or father."
Her retrospection is moving and stuffed with memories -- including a very funny story her mother annually told (sometimes more than once) involving the curious culinary tradition of lopping four inches off the end of a ham.
The takeaway for Megan: "So much of what we do is not science or art. It is the things that are done because that is how our mothers did them, and their mother before them -- including, most of all, the things they taught us without meaning to."
If you're looking for the funny but without the moving (though, come to think of it, the ballad "Terminal B" from the made-up musical "Princess of LaGuardia" is pretty plaintive), revisit Alexandra Petri's collection of songs written for a holiday that endured too many years without them.
The 2022 collaboration with composer Jack Mitchell produced such hits as "Uncle John's Had One Too Many Cocktails," "Uncle John's Had Three Too Many Cocktails" and the "Space Oddity"-like "1-800 Butterball."
Oh, and speaking of the deep fryer, I am currently staring at the menacing stockpot that will contain gallons of boiling oil ere long -- my first Thanksgiving witnessing this promethean feat. It calls to mind the Editorial Board's decennially republished warning against deep-frying.
Back in 2002, the board's resident haruspex removed gizzard and liver and saw augured in them a terrible future: "hot oil pouring over the side of the turkey pot, hitting the fire and shooting skyward in a dramatic eruption high enough to ignite the backyard deck. Many dwellings have been lost in this way, and more likely will be as this formerly regional delicacy becomes a national enthusiasm."
Twenty-two years on, I peer behind the stockpot to make sure the fire extinguisher is there, too.
Outside the kitchen (slash driveway), what should we be grateful for?
David Ignatius says Middle East diplomacy has finally notched a victory with the Israel-Hezbollah cease-fire brokered by the Biden administration. As one expert told David: "It's far from a perfect agreement, but both sides see some advantage, and it may actually hold because the alternatives are so dire."
Marc Fisher plunged far into the "deep state" and reports that a great many of the career civil servants at the Justice Department have no intention of allowing President-elect Donald Trump to push them out. "One Justice veteran says most colleagues will stay on," Marc reports, "both because civil service rules protect them from cavalier cashiering" and because officials from the first Trump administration eventually -- in the DOJ veteran's words -- "saw that we were good Americans who want to do the right thing."
And the Editorial Board writes that artificial intelligence is making health care much more accurate and much less expensive. The board examines the transformation (already!) of cancer screenings, emergency room diagnoses and medical research.
Chaser: Perry Bacon says there remain plenty of avenues for advancing policy that progressives should be thankful for -- if they would just take a break from dumpster-fire doomscrolling and actually pursue them.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Let the day's worst fate
Be gravy congelation
Not conflagration
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. Have a happy holiday, and Amanda will see everyone on Monday!
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Netanyahu reached a cease-fire with Hezbollah. Why not with Hamas?
Right-wing members of Israel's governing coalition can tolerate a cease-fire in Lebanon but not in Gaza.
By Max Boot | 2024-11-27

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks to Israel's parliament in Jerusalem on Nov. 18. (Ronen Zvulun/Reuters) 


The cease-fire agreement between Hezbollah and Israel is being touted by right-wing admirers of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as evidence that Israel can use its superior military power to force its enemies to meet its demands without the kinds of compromises advocated by the supposedly wimpy Biden administration.
In truth, the agreement shows more nearly the opposite: While Israel can certainly inflict heavy losses on its foes, it cannot simply vanquish them and, instead, will have to live with adversaries on its borders in the hope that it can deter them from further hostilities in the near future. It is to Netanyahu's credit that he recognized the limitations of Israeli military power in Lebanon. The question now: Will he ever recognize the limitations of military power in the Gaza Strip?
None of this is to deny that Israel has inflicted major blows against Hezbollah, particularly since mid-September, when a brilliant Israeli covert operation blew up pagers and walkie-talkies used by Hezbollah commanders. Netanyahu summed up Israel's achievements in announcing the cease-fire on Tuesday: "We have taken out the organization's top leadership, we have destroyed most of their rockets and missiles, we have killed thousands of terrorists, and we demolished their underground terror infrastructure abutting our border, infrastructure they had been building for years."
But it is clear that Hezbollah, while substantially degraded as a military force, is far from defeated, much less destroyed. On Sunday, just two days before the announcement of the cease-fire, Hezbollah fired about 250 rockets and other projectiles at targets in central and northern Israel, one of its heaviest barrages in months. The Israeli government has not released any casualty estimates for Hezbollah, unlike for Hamas, an indication that the numbers are not impressive enough to advertise. Israel's Institute for National Security Studies reports that Hezbollah has lost a total of 2,450 fighters out of an estimated 40,000 to 50,000. Hezbollah undoubtedly has tens of thousands of missiles and fighters left with which to rebuild its military capacity -- and it is likely to return to southern Lebanon -- next to the Israeli border -- no matter what the cease-fire agreement states.
Indeed, the latest cease-fire basically calls for resurrecting U.N. Security Council Resolution 1701, which in 2006 ended the last war between Israel and Hezbollah. That resolution called for Hezbollah forces to retreat north of the Litani River (about 20 miles from the Israeli border) with the Lebanese Armed Forces moving in to secure southern Lebanon. Compliance was supposed to be monitored by U.N. peacekeepers. Unfortunately, the Lebanese military is far too weak and divided to challenge Hezbollah, and the peacekeepers have no authority to do anything other than to stand by and watch Hezbollah entrench itself.
The 2006 cease-fire did not prevent Hezbollah from building up its forces on Israel's northern border and neither will the one agreed upon this week. As soon as Lebanese refugees return to southern Lebanon, Hezbollah fighters will be in their midst. Trying to prevent Hezbollah from rebuilding in the region would require Israeli soldiers to occupy southern Lebanon themselves, but, having done so from 1982 to 2000, they have no desire to take on this onerous task again. This time around, Netanyahu was careful to keep the ground offensive within a few miles of the Israeli border to avoid a costly quagmire fighting guerrillas.
Although Netanyahu will never admit it publicly, he appears to have privately made a calculation that Israel can live with Hezbollah fighters on its frontiers as long as they are deterred from actually attacking Israel. The 2006 cease-fire agreement did buy 17 years of peace, and, if the current one does the same, it will be an important achievement -- one that will allow more than 60,000 Israeli refugees to return to their homes and rebuild their communities in northern Israel.
The question now: Why, if Netanyahu was willing to conclude a compromise agreement with Hezbollah, is he not willing to do the same with Hamas? In the very same speech in which he announced the Lebanon cease-fire, Netanyahu vowed that "we will complete the task of obliterating Hamas" -- a mission Israeli military commanders say they cannot achieve. This month, Yoav Gallant, shortly after he was fired by Netanyahu as defense minister, told families of Israeli hostages that there is nothing more that can be achieved by the use of military force in Gaza.
Hamas has already suffered devastating casualties -- Netanyahu claimed on Tuesday that Israel "killed close to 20,000 terrorists." Its military capabilities, always less than that of Hezbollah, are now negligible. Some imagined that, after the death last month of Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar, the architect of the barbaric Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel, Netanyahu would declare victory and pull out.
Yet Netanyahu insists on making the rubble bounce, returning the Israel Defense Forces to northern Gaza for offensive after offensive over the same ground. The civilian casualties from Israeli operations continue to mount even as they show diminishing military returns. Netanyahu evinces little interest in a cease-fire, which could result in the release of 101 Israeli hostages, many of them reportedly still alive. Why not?
"The Lebanon deal was easier for him to do," veteran U.S. diplomat Aaron David Miller told me in an email. "In Gaza, he knows Hamas won't release hostages without major concessions -- large numbers of Palestinian prisoners charged with killing Israelis released and an end to the war. That could crater his right-wing coalition. He plans to keep the IDF operating in Gaza for months to come."
The right-wing coalition is pressuring Netanyahu not only on the issue of Palestinian prisoner releases but also on the critical issue of who governs Gaza after the conflict ends. The right-wing parties, led by Itamar Ben Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich, have made clear that they will oppose any role for the Palestinian Authority in administering Gaza. Yet without Palestinian Authority involvement, it is extremely unlikely that moderate Arab states and other international partners will lend a hand.
Ben Gvir and Smotrich speak openly of ethnically cleansing the Gaza Strip and bringing back Jewish settlers. There is no indication that Netanyahu, a supreme pragmatist, shares their mad dreams, but he cannot afford to break with the extremists -- especially not when he is still facing trial on corruption charges. (The prime minister is scheduled to testify Dec. 10.)
Netanyahu was able to conclude the Hezbollah cease-fire because it was not a make-or-break issue for Ben Gvir and Smotrich. They protested but did not threaten to leave the cabinet. The prime minister is unable to do anything except keep attacking in Gaza because, if he were to do otherwise, he would risk bringing down his government.
That is the vicious circle in which Israelis and Palestinians are now trapped. Perhaps President-elect Donald Trump can pressure Netanyahu into making peace in Gaza. President Joe Biden certainly could not.
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Make Thanksgiving Efficient Again
I, Elon Musk, know exactly what is needed to promote efficiency this Thanksgiving.
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-11-27

Hold the potatoes, and everything else. (Evan Vucci/AP)


Wow! Where to begin!
Elon Musk here. You might know me from the Department of Government Efficiency, a.k.a. DOGE (get it?), or from the fact that you are forced to think about me every day whether you want to or not. That's peak efficiency, when people are thinking about me and working to my benefit.
I can't wait to start doing to the federal government what I have already done to Twitter: removing all the parts that made it responsive to users, and replacing them with DOGE memes, tumbleweeds and a vague air of menace.
As a fun warm-up for my work on the government, I thought I'd start by tackling Thanksgiving. I'm a disrupter at heart. Whenever I see anything functioning as intended, a little something in me dies.
So Thanksgiving makes me seethe. All I see are inefficiencies everywhere.
First, it doesn't need to be in person. Thanksgiving should be mostly VR. Imagine if instead of sitting at a dining table with your relatives, you were fighting a virtual minotaur in the comfort and isolation of your home! Imagine if instead of eating lovingly prepared green beans and mashed potatoes in the company of human beings, you were eating a dense, flavorless nutrition pellet while sitting next to an animated AI rendering of the Mona Lisa! Much better.
By eliminating the in-person and food elements of Thanksgiving, we can maximize the value of the holiday: increasing everyone's time for posting, where it can build value for me, Elon Musk!
Next, I see there is an older woman cooking a dead bird. What?? This is not even her job. Her job is ... retired lawyer? Why is she cooking you a bird? So inefficient. Women who have received workforce training should be doing more productive things, like incubating more children for Elon Musk, or posting on X to create value for Elon Musk.
This bird thing is such a bad allocation of resources. Obviously, as with Twitter, my first thought: Get rid of the bird. Replace it with a big X. Instead of Turkey Day, try calling this X-Day! Already feels much more cyber.
Next question: What is going on with all these cousins? I see many of these celebrations include at least three cousins, some even more than that? This number just seems too high. It's also unclear to me what function a "cousin" performs, if any. Most of them are just sitting around watching football. One of them claims to have "set the table" (a made-up-sounding job).
I would slash the cousin count by at least 80 percent. The remaining cousins should busy themselves arranging nutritional pellets into an X, and spend the rest of the time making memes about how cool I (Elon Musk) am.
Or, if you want to have cousins, pay a cousin subscription fee of just $63.99 a month to me, Elon Musk, and I will let you keep your preexisting cousins, although they will all be required to install Neuralink implants. Relax; the monkeys' bad experience with them was probably anomalous and is nothing to worry about!
I'm also seeing a lot of older relatives at these gatherings. We should go through and eliminate everyone whose Social Security number ends in an odd number, as my colleague Vivek has suggested. This will free up chairs that people can sit in to consume pellets and post. When I think about the holidays, those are the first two things that come to mind. That's why I'm spending mine with Donald Trump. Efficiency.
Many people at Thanksgiving complain about having to talk about politics with their relatives. They're right. That's a bad use of time. Instead, try posting about politics on X! This way, you can receive personal insults, threats and dangerous misinformation from all around the world, rather than just your uncles. Also, it creates value for me, Elon Musk!
Another thing missing from Thanksgiving: danger and mechanical failures. Which brings me to travel.
I've noticed a lot of you are flying, taking trains or driving to visit relatives. This whole process should involve more Teslas, or better yet, Cybertrucks. If you aren't sealed in a metal box that has been recalled six times this year, are you really traveling? Ideally, though, instead of getting out of the Cybertruck to enter your relatives' house, you should just stay inside it, looking cool! Make the one remaining cousin bring your pellets out to you in the truck.
Happy X-Day to All!
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Trump's new pick for attorney general
Ann Telnaes cartoon on attorney general selection Pam Bondi.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-11-27

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Why is Donald Trump talking up crypto?
Trump's new decentralized finance business raises big conflict of interest questions.
By Editorial Board | 2024-11-28
President-elect Donald Trump has said many negative things about cryptocurrencies. Their value is "based on thin air," he remarked; they can "facilitate unlawful behavior." Bitcoin "seems like a scam," he told Fox Business in 2021. "I don't like it because it's another currency competing against the dollar." Things change. This year, Mr. Trump proposed that "if bitcoin is going to the moon, I want America to be the nation that leads the way."
There are plausible explanations for the change of heart. None, however, are reassuring, given cryptocurrencies' track record. In 15 years, they have proved especially useful for illicit activities, and not any better than conventional currencies for much else. Either Mr. Trump has conducted some novel -- and faulty -- policy analysis, or he is seeking personal gain.
One motivation for Mr. Trump's crypto turn seems clear: During his campaign, he appealed to the burgeoning crypto lobby, a motley group of techie libertarians and opportunists seeking easy money to whom he promised a national crypto reserve (which would offer crypto speculators an opportunity to monetize their investment on the U.S. government's dime). Another concerning possibility: Mr. Trump himself appears to be trying to cash in on cryptocurrency, raising a new set of questions about the conflicts of interest he will bring to the Oval Office.
In mid-September, weeks before the election, Mr. Trump announced his newest business project: World Liberty Financial, a somewhat nebulous venture that will provide a platform for people to borrow, lend and earn interest on crypto. Mr. Trump apparently won't be a "director, founder, or employee of, or manager, owner or operator" of the thing, according to the "Gold Paper" that lays out plans for the enterprise. He will serve as "Chief Crypto Advocate." His sons, Donald Jr., Eric and Barron, will serve as "Web3 Ambassadors."
World Liberty Financial hoped to issue $300 million of "governance tokens" (which, its "Gold Paper" says, should not be confused with shares or other securities, as they grant holders only a limited say in how the entity will be run and, at least initially, can't be traded). Seventy-five percent of net proceeds would go to an LLC owned by Mr. Trump, after setting aside some working capital.
The plan didn't quite pan out, initially. By Nov. 20, the venture had raised only about $20 million, so World Liberty Financial had to scale back its ambition.
But the opportunity to make money in the future remains, especially given the president-elect's seeming intention to craft crypto-friendly rules and to pack the financial regulatory agencies with pro-crypto acolytes. (Word is he wants to create the position of White House crypto czar.)
In Mr. Trump's first term, his hotel in Washington (which he has since sold) offered foreign governments and lobbyists an opportunity to curry favor with the country's leader. His son-in-law Jared Kushner leveraged ties made in government to secure billions in deals after he left the White House. Elon Musk, a billionaire whose businesses have enormous contracts with the U.S. government, was a big campaign supporter and is going to be a key Trump adviser.
Now, Mr. Trump's crypto venture could become a new avenue to curry favor with the incoming administration. On Nov. 25, Justin Sun, a controversial Chinese-born crypto billionaire who has been sued by the Securities and Exchange Commission (and who bought a banana taped to a wall for more than $6 million), purchased $30 million of World Liberty Financial tokens.
Mr. Trump largely had it right the first time. Perhaps someday a useful, legitimate use for crypto will emerge. But cryptocurrencies appear to be little more than an example of the greater fool theory. With no intrinsic value, their worth as an asset in which to store people's savings depends entirely on whether there is a greater fool out there willing to pay more than the last one did for bitcoin, dogecoin or whatever cryptocurrency comes next.
Mr. Trump's victory added to the ranks of fools. Bitcoin has appreciated by some 37 percent since Election Day, reaching nearly $95,000. This should inspire caution. The underlying asset is volatile, swinging in value in ways that could hurt unsophisticated investors. The latest surge also suggests the market expects the next president to be a crypto ally. He appears to have many reasons to be -- just not good ones.
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Democracy is still kicking. Stay engaged!
No election is the final word on our future. Here's how we can continue to fight for democracy.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-11-27

Demonstrators in Tallahassee protest Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis's plan to eliminate Advanced Placement courses on African American studies in February 2023. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post) 


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
This week, I answer readers' questions, share another source of quality news and spot a green shoot -- at the grocery store, of all places.
A reader asks: Can the president suspend the Constitution? Clarity on this could help to soothe nerves.
Answer: No! We might vigorously disagree with court rulings interpreting the Constitution (especially from an increasingly partisan and injudicious Supreme Court), but neither a president nor Congress can suspend the Constitution to achieve some policy or political end. The question for the second Trump term is whether Donald Trump would have the nerve to violate a court order.
A reader asks: I bought your book "Resistance" a couple of months ago but had not yet started it when you-know-who won the election. Can you give me a perspective on reading about a past victory in the midst of a present defeat? I love your writing but worry I might feel bad reading this under the circumstances.
Answer: Well, thanks for the purchase! I actually look at the book as a guide for how, in the face of a painful electoral defeat, citizens can organize to affect future elections and government action. Democracy is fragile and constantly at risk; no election is the final word on our future. I would love to see another flowering of new organizations, candidates, avenues of communication and civil engagement just as we saw after 2016. I am hopeful that, having created some social and political infrastructure, the tool kits and "muscle memory" of citizen-driven action will still be there.
A reader asks: What can those of us in states with two Democratic senators do to influence the Republican members of the Senate?
Answer: Great question. Social media transcends state borders. Using platforms to reach people in other states is critical. You can also support local and national organizations that are working for issues you care about; send money or volunteer for Senate challengers (anyone can phone bank, for example); and encourage your senators to be as aggressive as possible. For example, Democrats' recent deal to hold off on four circuit-court nominations raises concerns about Democrats' tendency to make unnecessary concessions.
A reader asks: What is the plan to disarm disinformation?
Answer: If there were a unified plan, a silver bullet to combat disinformation, our democracy would be much better off! It will take an "'all of the above approach" -- media literacy training; elevating fact-based journalism (especially local journalism); increasing the number of online influencers who are pro-democracy and pro-truth; and exploring less didactic ways of communicating with voters (e.g., the Onion!). And, finally, we should work to reduce screen time overall. We need more face-to-face interaction, more book-reading and more volunteerism.
A reader asks: There is no doubt Trump enjoys trolling those who oppose him, and it's easy to believe that his alarming Cabinet nominees serve as a test to the few remaining Republican senators who have not yet prostrated themselves before him. But isn't it also plausible that the real reason for these picks is to destroy morale and hollow out government agencies of good, competent people so that Trump and the plutocrats can demonstrate to the public that government should never be expected to solve any of your problems?
Answer: Couldn't have said it better myself.
The first few weeks of the transition remind us that the chaos, sloppiness, unseriousness and maliciousness evident in Trump's first term will characterize the second. The fish rots from the head. A misogynist who is an adjudicated sex abuser will select advisers who are misogynists and alleged sex abusers. An election denier and conspiracy-theory provocateur will select a vaccine denier to lead the Department of Health and Human Services. A business leader found liable for massive fraud will pick dubious figures such as Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy. The inside stories of how each were chosen and who gets blamed for them will be catnip for political reporters and pundits who will chew over the same few morsels of actual news for days.
But as with the campaign, insiderism and D.C.-centric focus threaten to push out critical information. Perhaps with each nominee or group of nominees, we could address some more substantive questions:
Such reporting might not be clickbait, but it would help voters understand what a president can and cannot do -- and why "burning it all down" is dangerous.
In my effort to give more visibility to solid news outlets, I want to highlight States Newsroom, which, as its website explains, is "the nation's largest state-focused nonprofit news organization, with reporting from every capital." The problem it seeks to address is striking: "Newsroom employment in the U.S. fell 26 percent between 2008 and 2020, with a 57 percent decline at newspapers, according to a 2021 Pew Research Center report. The number of newspaper statehouse reporters declined over 25% from 2014 to 2022 according to a 2022 Pew Research Center study."
Its response is an affiliation of 50 state (plus the District of Columbia) newspapers that share some national stories ("Donald Trump tells U.S. Senate Republicans they 'must kill' journalist shield law") but also provide essential in-state news that can counteract disinformation (From the N.C. Newsline: "Gov. [Roy] Cooper asks Congress for $25B for Helene recovery in NC. What his request includes"). The operation employs full-time staff in 39 states; "In 11 other states, we work with and support already-established nonprofit newsrooms."
"While the larger media companies -- including The Washington Post, the New York Times and the TV networks -- focus primarily on national stories, we have local, on-the-ground reporters in every state, keeping tabs on state legislation and politics for their local audiences," Lara Weber, the outlet's communications director, told me. "Our 200-plus reporters and editors are among the best in journalism today -- Pulitzer winners, legacy newsroom veterans and a courageous group of next-generation reporters and editors."
If pro-democracy, fact-based advocates and politicians think independent, fact-based journalism is vital, they should treat outlets like these on a par with national and regional for-profit companies, providing the same level of access to politicians and information. It is then up to pro-democracy organizations, websites, podcasts and social media influencers to amplify important stories that fill the news vacuum and/or rebut disinformation.
In the positive developments category, the Wall Street Journal tells us, "The Farm Bureau projects the average price for a Thanksgiving turkey to fall 6.1 percent to $25.67, or $1.68 a pound, this year. The lower price comes amid lower costs for feed grains and despite lower production of turkeys in the U.S. thanks to the spread of bird flu in American poultry farms." It might seem like all food prices are always going up, but it's actually not true.
Yes, the price of some side dishes are up slightly, but the "unadjusted price of food both in-home and away from home has risen 2.1 percent in the 12 months through October." So enjoy your meal!
Next week, I'll have my online reader Q&A, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next Mailbag newsletter.
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Their treaty predates the Constitution. Now the Mattaponi want recognition.
Virginia's Mattaponi Indian Tribe has one of the oldest reservations in the country but is just now seeking federal recognition after decades of debate.
By Gregory S. Schneider | 2024-11-28

Mattaponi Chief Mark T. Falling Star Custalow presents Gov. Glenn Youngkin with a white-tail deer buck as tribute in front of the Governor's Mansion during the annual Thanksgiving tribute ceremony on Nov. 26. (John C. Clark/For The Washington Post)


RICHMOND -- Mattaponi tribal Chief Mark T. Falling Star Custalow parked his white Chevy Silverado in front of the Virginia Executive Mansion and, with the help of his son and brother, unloaded a deer carcass onto the brick pavement.
Tied by the legs to a cedar pole, the nine-point buck was a tribute from the Mattaponi to the state governor. For all of Custalow's life, and his father's life, and his grandfather's and on back 347 years, the tribe has made a ceremonial offering of wild game just before Thanksgiving to honor the 1677 Treaty of Middle Plantation between Indigenous people and Virginians.
But despite having a tribal reservation that predates the U.S. Constitution by more than a century, the Mattaponi do not officially exist in the eyes of the federal government. Virginia's "paper genocide" of the 1920s eliminated the demographic category of "Indian" and many records that went with it, leaving the Mattaponi and other tribes in the state facing an exceptionally difficult task of qualifying for federal status.
Earlier this month, the Mattaponi (pronounced mat-uh-puh-NYE) finally moved to change that situation, filing an application to seek formal U.S. recognition. It was a massive effort -- decades in the making and three years in execution, and it will take still more years to play out.
The tribe wrestled with some questions along the way -- most fundamentally, why should a people with such deep heritage have to prove their identity to anyone?
But the answer became apparent during the process. Not only would recognition qualify the Mattaponi for federal assistance with housing, health care and education, but the act of seeking it also created something the government once tried to eliminate: a permanent historical record -- thousands of pages, culled from attics and closets and dusty old boxes around the reservation and beyond.
"Now we'll keep that," Lois Morning Glory Custalow Carter, 71, said, "for my grandchildren and their children and for the future."

Lois Morning Glory Custalow Carter shows artifacts housed in the Mattaponi Indian Tribe and Reservation Museum on Nov. 18. (John C. Clark/For The Washington Post)


The Mattaponi pondered seeking federal status for a long time. A debate that began in the late 1970s eventually led to a letter of intent, but not until 1994. Chiefs came and went -- elected, though many were Custalows -- and tribal councils changed, and not everyone agreed that it was worth the time and expense.
Other Virginia tribes were in the same position. The Pamunkey finished the process first, winning federal status in 2015. Six others were recognized in 2018. The Pamunkey almost immediately sought a casino, which has been mired in delays in Norfolk, something the Mattaponi say they have no intention of copying.
The "sister tribes" of Mattaponi and Pamunkey were Algonquin-speaking, with roots going back more than 10,000 years, and were part of the Powhatan confederacy that interacted with the first English settlers at Jamestown. Their treaties with the royal colonizers originated in the mid-1600s. After Nathaniel Bacon led an ill-fated rebellion seeking to eliminate all Indians from Virginia, those tribes signed onto the treaty of peace in 1677.
That pact required an annual tribute from the native people, a form of taxation. In return, the "tributary tribes" were granted fishing and hunting rights, and if any members were the victim of a crime, the laws of the day promised the offender would be "punishable as if the Sufferer were an English Man."
The Pamunkey and Mattaponi reservations created then are generally thought to be the oldest in what's now the United States. They are about 10 miles apart, each on a river that bears the tribe's name. Those two waterways join at the town of West Point to form the York River.

The entrance to the Mattaponi Indian Tribe and Reservation. Today's reservation is about 100 acres of the original tract, set in a bend in the Mattaponi River. (John C. Clark/For The Washington Post)



Mattaponi Indian Tribe and Reservation Baptist Church is the only church located on the Mattaponi Reservation. The church pews are original, according to Lois Morning Glory Custalow Carter. (John C. Clark/For The Washington Post)


The Mattaponi reservation once stretched for thousands of acres in King William County less than an hour east of Richmond. After the Civil War, the state decided the tribe didn't need so much land. Today's reservation is about 100 acres of the original tract, set in a bend in the Mattaponi River, across from an undeveloped marsh.
Homes in the reservation are a mix of 1960s ranchers and older bungalows, with the oldest farmhouse dating to the mid-19th century, according to the chief. Residents still hunt, fish and trap without needing licenses under their relationship with the state -- though they hold jobs like anyone else, the chief likes to point out. He, for instance, is a director of operations for a facilities management company.
While a little more than 60 tribal citizens live on the reservation, hundreds more are nearby and throughout the state, and beyond. A few years ago, the Mattaponi counted about 1,000 in the tribe, though the number on the official roll submitted to the federal government is 381. Not everyone wanted to participate.
"Proving who we are -- that's what's amazing to me," said Jacob Custalow, 65, a hairstylist who lives in Chesterfield County. He supports the effort despite what he calls a deep irony. "We've been here for hundreds of years."
What got the tribe moving was winning a $1.4 million grant in 2021 from the federal Administration for Native Americans to pay for the application process. The tribe hired a consultant -- Michelle Kiel -- who guided the work, and who had done the same for the Pamunkey. But this case, she said, was unusual: The bulk of the labor was handled not by outside experts, but by tribal members themselves, led by Lois Custalow Carter, the chief's sister.
That level of involvement was a boon, Kiel said, because of the intensely personal nature of the research.
"It is a far more intimate process than it probably should be, in terms of having to really demonstrate to the federal government all of these things in such a very, like, laid-bare way." Kiel said. "It is a lot of history."
Custalow Carter feels that history every time she rounds the bend where Indian Town Road dips along the river bank toward the reservation, filling her with a sense of home.
The taste of her grandfather's baked rockfish with onions and ketchup. The thrill of zigzagging down the path to the water, legs covered in prickly burrs. Sounds of men trading stories around the wood stove in the little tribal museum.
Visiting the reservation was her anchor as she and the chief grew up in Richmond. Schools were segregated then by Black and White; Indigenous people didn't fit in either place, but Custalow Carter said they were more welcome in Black schools in the city. The tribal school on the reservation had closed some years before.
In those days the reservation had a museum, a trading post, a church and a fish hatchery. Today only the church is still active, though groups can make appointments to tour the museum -- itself a time capsule of the 1960s.
For federal recognition, that recent history was more important than the tribe's deep roots. To qualify, they would have to show a continuity of family, society and culture dating back about 100 years. Kiel set up training for Custalow Carter, three other tribal women and one student from the College of William & Mary who joined the team.
Then they reached out to everyone connected to the tribe, looking for supporting material. Newspaper clippings, journals, family photo albums, letters -- anything could help.
"We found out things just by interacting and having meetings and talking to different people," Custalow Carter said.
One big prize was a copy of the long-lost tribal law book, which her grandfather used to settle disputes when he was chief. After his death in 1969, it disappeared. Custalow Carter can't say where it turned up -- the whole fact-gathering process assured anonymity for tribal sources.
The group also found extensive minutes taken at tribal meetings, which contained some eye-popping revelations. During Prohibition in the 1920s and '30s, for instance, the chief really disapproved of alcohol. If someone was found to be operating a "tipping house," Custalow Carter said, they would get a lashing. If they violated again, they'd be banished.
All told, the working group assembled 7,000 separate pieces of information about the tribe. That was condensed into a narrative of about 1,000 pages with another 1,000 pages of documentation.
On Nov. 7, a delegation traveled to Washington to formally submit the application to the Office of Federal Acknowledgement at the Bureau of Indian Affairs. It included letters of support from other Virginia tribes and from Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R).
Now there are public comment periods and an extensive review process. So they wait.
A big crowd turned out for this year's tribute ceremony in Richmond, held Tuesday amid sunshine and falling willow oak leaves in front of the 1813 governor's mansion. Like the Mattaponi, the Pamunkey tribe also brought a deer (the meat will feed people in need through the Hunters for the Hungry program). Youngkin received them formally under the terms of the treaty.
"We are not just affirming a simple agreement," Youngkin said. "Rather, we are affirming a long-standing relationship that is interwoven into the story of Virginia and the story of America."
Chief Custalow wore a turkey-feather headdress and deerskin suit, decorated with beads in a traditional floral design, and around his neck hung a bony plate from a massive river sturgeon caught long ago by his grandfather. As he played a drum and sang, Lois Carter Custalow and other women from the tribe danced a slow procession around the deer -- completing a ceremony all had witnessed or participated in their whole lives.
On the sidelines, Mattaponi citizen Trey Lester, 36, a construction contractor from Mechanicsville, looked on with his 2-year-old son on his shoulders. "I'm proud of our tribe," he said. And that won't be any different if they return in a few years with federal recognition.
"It's a lot of history, you know," he said. "And whether or not it's acknowledged on a federal level, we're still here. And we still honor our treaties."
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D.C.-area forecast: Wet start to Thanksgiving before a big chill arrives this weekend
The coldest air of the season arrives Saturday.
By David Streit | 2024-11-28
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
5/10: It's rainy to start and windy to finish as cloud cover tends to diminish.
As rain this morning gives way to clearing skies this afternoon, it may offer a window for a stroll after your big Thanksgiving feast. Chillier weather arrives on Black Friday before a winterlike blast of cold over the weekend that lasts well into next week.
Thanksgiving Day (Thursday): Rain showers should gradually end this morning as drier air spills into the region. Clouds and fog should also move away as a passing cold front ushers in gusty winds that shift from the northwest this afternoon. Highs should be within a few degrees of 50. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Skies clear and northwest winds gradually diminish. Lows drop to the upper 20s and lower 30s. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend ...
Tomorrow (Friday): The colder air is still arriving under mainly sunny skies. Highs manage to reach mid- to upper 40s. West winds are on the light side. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: The cold, dry air allows a really good view of Jupiter and the constellation Orion as they move from east to west through the night. Winds calm and lows range through the 20s. Confidence: High

Wet leaves on Tuesday. (angela n.)


Saturday through Monday are cold by just about anyone's definition with highs in the mid-30s to near 40 and lows mainly in the 20s. A fast moving "clipper" system may scatter clouds across the area early Sunday with a flake or two of snow possible to kick off the start of meteorological winter. Confidence: Medium-High
A daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-10 scale.
0/10 (|): The chance of at least an inch of snow on Sunday is practically nil, but a few flakes are possible as a clipper zips by.
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Judge orders ride-hailing company Empower to stop operating in D.C. 
The company has been fighting with local officials over registration since its launch.
By Rachel Weiner | 2024-11-28

Ride-hailing service Empower is not legally allowed to operate in Washington, a judge said Tuesday. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


A local ride-hailing service that markets itself as a cheaper, fairer alternative to Lyft and Uber has been ordered to stop operating in D.C. immediately.
A D.C. Superior Court judge said in the Tuesday afternoon order that Empower must "immediately cease operations as a digital dispatch service and private sedan business, to include a prohibition on using the Empower platform to provide any rides which originate or terminate in the District," until the company registers with the city's Department of For-Hire Vehicles.
The Department of For-Hire Vehicles has repeatedly ordered Empower to cease operations and fined it for failing to do so. Drivers' cars have been impounded when caught on the streets. But the company has refused to shut down in D.C. as it fights those orders in court.
If Empower fails to comply, the attorney general's office could file contempt charges. "Any business operating in the District must play by the rules, and when a company cuts corners to boost profits and gain an unfair advantage over its competitors, my office will always step in," D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D) said in a statement.
In a statement, Empower called the action the "second illegal cease-and-desist order" in the ongoing dispute with the city, pointing to a previous order that was thrown out by an appellate court. "Unfortunately, instead of taking that as a wake up call," Empower wrote in a statement, D.C. sought another order "alleging the exact same thing as in their first illegal order." The company said that it had appealed and that D.C. Council members had "mischaracterized" the situation.
Empower was founded in McLean, Virginia, in 2019 and began operating in D.C. the following year. The company argues that its drivers are not employees but customers of software that connects them to riders. Drivers pay to belong, set their own fares and keep all the proceeds. According to the company's filings, about 40,000 rides are taken a week using the service in the District.
D.C. government officials say the savings come from avoiding rules that protect riders from harm.
"The judge has confirmed what was plain from the start. Empower is a rideshare company and must follow the rules of rideshare companies," D.C. Council member Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1) said in a statement. "What's most important here is that riders and drivers will be protected from the unscrupulous practices of a business that thought it should be unaccountable to anyone."
Nadeau, who leads the council's Committee on Public Works and Operations, recently launched an investigation into Empower that she plans to continue.
Empower noted that the D.C. Court of Appeals overturned an earlier cease-and-desist order because DFHV "did not allege" and "had not shown that Empower's failure to register had caused or may cause immediate and irreparable harm to the public ... despite having months to do so." Instead, the court said, the agency provided only general complaints about service quality. The company is challenging the latest cease-and-desist order from the DFHV on the same grounds.
Sidy Bayo, 31, was still picking up riders through Empower on Wednesday, as he has for the past six months. He said he switched from driving primarily for Uber and Lyft to Empower; several of his relatives have done the same. "Empower pays more, basically," he said, sometimes double the other apps. "We have to survive, we have to make money."

A screenshot showing the availability of Empower ride-share vehicles in Washington on Wednesday. (Empower)


Bayo was aware of the conflict with the DFHV because Empower had asked drivers to protest at a council meeting. (He didn't attend: "I was working.") But he did not realize the service was operating illegally. "Until now, I had no problems," Bayo said. If he can't drive for Empower in D.C., he said he will shift to Maryland, where the company recently expanded.
Registration entails insurance, background checks, and antidiscrimination and intoxication policies. It also means paying taxes and congestion fees and submitting to oversight. Empower CEO Joshua Sear previously told The Washington Post that all drivers must provide proof of insurance and undergo a background check. But as the D.C. attorney general's office noted in court filings, the company's website says that screening "is conducted at Empower's sole and absolute discretion" and that users "should not rely on Optional Screening."
Judge Shana Frost Matini initially ordered the company to stop operating in October, but she put that ruling on hold while Empower argued that it should be granted a reprieve to keep challenging the cease-and-desist order in court. On Tuesday, Matini wrote that "the District's municipal regulations are clear" and "Empower's position is inconsistent with the law."

An Uber logo on a car in D.C. in 2019. (Alastair Pike/AFP/Getty Images)


Uber and Lyft similarly resisted regulation when they began operating in D.C. and elsewhere. But the companies came to an agreement with the D.C. Council, leading to the creation of the Department of For-Hire Vehicles out of the D.C. Taxicab Commission.
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This Thanksgiving, many in D.C. are hungry. This church tries to help.
The congregants of Ward Memorial AME in Northeast Washington have given away holiday meals for decades. Exactly how long, no one is certain.
By Olivia George | 2024-11-27

Volunteers put together Thanksgiving bags at Ward Memorial AME Church in D.C. on Monday. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Three days before Thanksgiving, inside the back room of a church bathed in the midmorning light, half a dozen women gathered around folding tables.
They formed an assembly line, packing and passing bags in the hope of feeding those who would otherwise go without:
Cans of collards and cranberry sauce.
White rice, green beans.
Boxes of corn muffin mix and Kraft Mac & Cheese.
The congregants of Ward Memorial AME Church in Northeast Washington have given away holiday meals for decades. Exactly how long, no one is certain.
"It's not something we count," said Lawon Washington, 72, as she organized the stuffing. "We just come down and do."
Beyond the steeple and stained glass stretched a community where about two-thirds of households are food insecure, according to the Capital Area Food Bank. Per capita income is about half the amount citywide, according to census data. More than a third of children live in poverty.
Across the region, the number of people going hungry is on the rise. Here in the nation's capital, grocery store access has long been dictated by Zip code.
East of the Anacostia River, the mostly Black residents of Wards 7 and 8 share only three full-service grocery stores, according to the group D.C. Hunger Solutions. On the other side of the city in Ward 3, where residents tend to be White and wealthier, there are 15 full-service stores.
This year, Ward Memorial AME was preparing 85 Thanksgiving food bundles for Ward 7 households. Five more families were on the waiting list.

Thanksgiving food bundles prepared by volunteers and members of Ward Memorial AME Church. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post)


"To see the smiles on their faces when people collect, that's the best feeling," said Washington, who grew up down the street and still lives close enough to walk. She started cooking at 9, caring for seven younger brothers while her parents worked.
Beside her stood 72-year-old Jessie White, retired after a career with the National Archives. They've known each other since third grade, maybe second.
White joined the church in elementary school, brought by her foster mother. "I know how it is to go without," she said.

Jessie White, 72, has been attending Ward Memorial AME Church since she was a child. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


The Ward Memorial AME congregation has gathered at 42nd and Brooks streets NE for more than a century and has served the neighborhood for even longer.
The church partners with nearby Smothers Elementary School. At first, volunteers handed out pens, pencil and notepads. Then they learned the need ran deeper, so now they give out gloves, coats and underwear.
"Feed the hungry, clothe the naked," said Vergie Thomas, 72, as she added packets of gravy mix to another Thanksgiving bag. "That's our calling."
Thomas, president of the church's missionary society, is also her sister's caregiver and a part-time cashier at Home Depot. She knits hats for children and sews quilts for veterans, too.
"It's a blessing to be a blessing," she said.

Vergie Thomas helps organize the church's Thanksgiving food giveaway. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post)


Some of the church volunteers joined the congregation as adults, others as young girls. Many remain loyal members even after moving to Maryland in search of affordable family homes, more space and less noise. Preparing for the Thanksgiving giveaway has become as much a holiday routine as basting their own turkeys and inviting the grandkids over.
On Tuesday morning, they gathered at the church yet again. They added celery and a stick of butter to each bag. They organized the turkeys.
Then, just before they opened the church doors, they laced their fingers, bowed their heads and prayed.
"Father, how we thank you for this gathering," Thomas said. "We thank you for the ability of our church to continue to give to those in need."

For the volunteers, preparing for the Thanksgiving giveaway has become as much a holiday routine as basting their own turkeys and inviting over the grandkids. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post)


Outside, the line grew. The faces were friendly and familiar. Many had been picking up their Thanksgiving meals here for years.
Most were older adults. Some still worked, their livelihoods hanging on each paycheck. Others were on a fixed retirement, struggling to stretch it to cover rising costs.

A local resident arrives at the church to pick up a Thanksgiving bundle. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post)


First in line was James Plummer, a 70-year-old retired government auditor who shares his three-bedroom house with three kids, his wife and her mother.
"This is a blessing," he said of the giveaway.
Not too far behind was Andrea Nichols, 42, with her 17-year-old daughter, Naomi. This year, they would be cooking for about a dozen people at their home two blocks away.
"This is a huge help," Andrea Nichols said.
Nearby, Jeanette Campbell waited with her niece, both eager to replenish their pantries and fridges.
"This is a gift," she said. "These volunteers could be home with their families, but they are here, assisting us."
The church doors opened just before noon.
The people in line trickled inside. When they saw the turkeys and the bags brimming with food, they smiled.

Many residents collecting food on Tuesday were older adults. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post)



Ward 7 residents Andrea Nichols, 42, center, and her daughter Naomi, 17, left, arrive at Ward Memorial AME to receive a bundle. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post)
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PM Update: Rain passes early Thanksgiving Day, then clearing and gusty
Most of the rain falls from the predawn through midmorning or so. Afternoon gusts could reach 35 mph. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-11-27

A colorful sunrise on the National Mall. (Brian Paeth)


Temperatures returned close to normal values today as mainly high clouds filtered occasional rays. Those clouds are ahead of an approaching cold front that will deliver another round of rain late tonight into early Thanksgiving Day. Rain shouldn't linger too long but winds kicking up behind the front may be a little troublesome.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: Clouds thicken and lower. Showers approaching from the west should arrive during the predawn. Lows range across the 40s. Winds probably blow out of the south around 5 to 10 mph.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thanksgiving Day): Showers linger into the morning, but they should be quickly headed southeast into the midday. Rainfall totals of about a quarter- to a half-inch seem a good target. Highs reach for the mid- and upper 50s as skies try to clear out a bit during the afternoon. Winds turn to come from the northwest and gust up to around 30 or 35 mph in the midday and afternoon.
See Camden Walker's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram.
Needed rain: Despite some recent rain, we're still more than an inch below average for the month and almost five inches down since September. Although wintry cold is in our future, the outlook does not highlight any major storms around here for now. Drier than normal is generally favored beyond this storm.
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A man with cerebral palsy died at home. Police say his family is to blame.
Authorities charged Katharine Thompson, 69, and Jonathan Thompson, 31, with felony murder in the death of Jeremy Thompson, 32.
By Emma Uber | 2024-11-27

(iStock)


When authorities responded to a Woodbridge home on April 2, they found a 32-year-old man with cerebral palsy lying on the floor, unconscious and covered in his own bodily fluids. Jeremy Thompson, unable to move  because of his cerebral palsy, was "filthy, unkempt with a long scraggly beard, greasy hair and layers of soiled diapers," according to a criminal complaint from Prince William County police.
Thompson was immediately taken to the emergency room and admitted to the  intensive care unit for a life-threatening infection, malnourishment, dehydration, hypothermia and hypoxia, according to court records. He died  April 15, nearly two weeks later.
Now, his mother, Katharine Thompson, 69, and his brother, Jonathan Thompson, 31, are charged with felony murder along with felony abuse and neglect of a vulnerable adult. They appeared in court on Tuesday and were denied bond.
A lawyer for Jonathan Thompson, Brian Roman, said he plans to appeal the decision. Before the death, only Katharine Thompson had been charged in the case with felony abuse and neglect of a vulnerable adult.
Katharine Thompson, who court records say was retired, lived in the apartment with both of her sons and acted as Jeremy's primary caregiver. Although Jonathan Thompson was not his brother's primary caretaker, court documents say he told police he had lived with his brother and helped with his care since October 2018. Police say that means he bears responsibility.
"He fully expresses his innocence," Roman said of Jonathan.
Court records say Katharine Thompson made statements to police about her son's medical care that detectives believe to be false, with one detective writing that they found evidence that refutes her claims about her son's prior medical treatment.
A public defender for Katharine Thompson did not respond to requests for comment.
According to the criminal complaint, Prince William County EMS responded to a call for service at the home. Jeremy Thompson appeared emaciated and struggled to breathe. He had several severe wounds, with the largest  exposing multiple  bones. There was black discoloration that looked like mold on the living room floor around where he was found.
Doctors later determined Jeremy Thompson's wounds resulted from pressure after  lying in the same, stagnant position for a long period of time, according to court records. An autopsy classified his death  a homicide because of "sepsis in the setting of cerebral palsy and neglect."
Jonathan Thompson is scheduled to appear in court for a second bond hearing on Dec. 2, while Katharine Thompson will next stand before a judge at an adjudicatory hearing on Jan. 30.
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Fairfax prosecutor rules police justified in shooting man in chaotic encounter
Brandon Lemagne died in a May 11, 2023, altercation with Fairfax County police officers at a gas station in the Alexandria area. 
By Emma Uber | 2024-11-27

The scene where Brandon Lemagne was shot and killed by police on May 11, 2023. (Clarence Williams/The Washington Post)


Fairfax County police were justified in fatally shooting a man who attempted to take an officer's gun at an Alexandria-area gas station last year, Fairfax County Commonwealth's Attorney Steve Descano concluded in a release announcing that his office would not seek criminal charges in the death of Brandon Lemagne.
"Both officers reasonably believed Mr. Lemagne was armed with a deadly weapon he took by force from another officer and was driving an SUV in a reckless manner as a means of escape, which together threatened serious bodily injury or death to surrounding civilians," Descano stated.
The incident began about 4 p.m. on May 11, 2023, when Officer Ryan Devanney responded to a sighting of a U-Haul truck that had been reported stolen, states the release, issued Friday. When he approached Lemagne at a gas station on Richmond Highway, things at first went smoothly, according to authorities.
But when Devanney began to take out handcuffs, Lemagne lunged for the officer's firearm, Descano's office said body-camera footage of the exchange shows. Devanney can be heard ordering Lemagne to stop reaching for the gun and assuring him that he was "not going to jail right now," to which Lemagne responds, "Naw, your gun's taken," according to the release.
Lemagne then pinned Devanney against his police cruiser and opened the driver door, the release states. The officer radioed a distress call as Lemagne pushed him into the car, with Devanney saying Lemagne was attempting to take his gun. The release says that, in the body-camera footage, a dispatcher can be heard saying "he's got your gun." Authorities publicly released the footage not long after the shooting, and the footage appears to match the Descano's description of events in the release.
Lemagne hit the gas pedal of the car, causing the police cruiser to shoot backward, strike another car, and then continue to reverse quickly down a service road toward a McDonald's before going over a curb, hitting another parked car and finally stopping, according to the release.
Responding to Devanney's signal for help, officer Christopher Grubb fired at the vehicle, believing Lemagne had successfully stolen both the weapon and the car. The release says Grubb did not know Devanney was still inside the cruiser. Arriving officers had reason to believe Lemagne had control of Devanney's gun, Descano's office concluded.
Another officer, Kenyatta Momon, ran toward the car to find Devanney pinned underneath Lemagne. The release says he ordered Lemagne to get on the ground, then pulled him off Devanney and out of the car. He shot Lemagne, according to the release, later explaining to investigators that he was afraid Lemagne would shoot him or others.
Lemagne died from multiple gun shot wounds; an autopsy found he had amphetamines in his system at the time, the release states. Phone calls to a number listed for Lemagne's sister online were not returned.
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Abnormally cold weather will arrive in D.C. area on Black Friday. It may stay awhile.
The cold will mark a jarring change from the warmest November on record to date.
By Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2024-11-27

Tourists bundle up as they visit the Lincoln Memorial on the National Mall on Jan. 31, 2019. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


Washingtonians might want to use the Thanksgiving holiday to switch out their wardrobes and dust off their winter coats, hats, gloves and scarves. Starting on Black Friday, a prolonged period of colder-than-normal weather is set to begin. Highs will frequently struggle to exceed 40 degrees, while lows will consistently dip into the 20s.
The cold may come as a shock on the heels of the warmest November on record to date.
Consider that all but four days this month have been warmer than normal; we've had three days in the 80s, four days in the 70s and 13 days in the 60s, producing an average high of around 66 degrees. Predicted highs starting Saturday will be about 25 degrees lower than this.
The morning lows in the 20s will represent a jarring shift from the 40s that have prevailed in recent weeks. Reagan National Airport has yet to post a temperature lower than 36 this fall, whereas it normally records its first freeze by Nov. 17. Starting Saturday morning, the airport should dip below 32 degrees every day for nearly a week.
The cold air set to pour into the Washington region is part of a much larger outbreak of Arctic air sending a chill to much of the central and eastern United States around the Thanksgiving holiday. It could stick around into mid-December.

Predicted high and low temperatures at Reagan National Airport from a blend of computer models over the next 10 days. (WeatherBell) 


After a cold front sweeps through the region on Thanksgiving Day, chilly air will slowly trickle in that night, when lows dip into the 30s areawide. Black Friday will probably mark our first colder-than-normal day in a week, when highs are only 45 to 50.
The core of the cold weather will grip the region starting this weekend and last through next week. Computer models project highs generally pretty close to 40 around the District, with mid- to upper 30s in our colder suburbs. Nighttime lows during this stretch should generally range from 25 to 30 inside the Beltway and 20 to 25 in our colder areas, with some upper teens not out of the question.

Sunday morning low temperature forecast from the Weather Service. (The Washington Post)


While these temperatures will mark a radical departure from the recent mild weather, they won't fall far enough to set records, which has become the norm with most cold outbreaks in our warming world. Early next week, the National Weather Service predicts a handful of record-cold high temperatures in the mountains to our west but none in the immediate area.
Though not record-threatening, the predicted highs in the upper 30s to near 40 this weekend and early next week may be the chilliest at this time of year since 2018. The weather will also probably be the coldest immediately after Thanksgiving since 2013.
If temperatures don't reach 40 degrees between Saturday and Monday, it would mark the first three-day stretch this cold at this time of year since 1967.
The European computer model projects temperatures will average 5 to 10 degrees below normal through at least the first 10 days of December, with an average temperature (between the day and night) of around 35 degrees. If that's correct, this would mark the coldest start to December since at least 2018, and perhaps as far back as 2002, when the average temperature at the same time was 31 degrees.
The jet stream -- or river of high-altitude winds that separate cold and warm air -- is taking a big dip over the eastern United States. This dip will allow frigid air to pour southward.

The predicted weather pattern this weekend shows deep cold in the U.S. Northeast. (The Washington Post)


The source region for this chilly air is north of Alaska, and atmospheric pressure patterns are aligning for the jet stream to steer it into the central and eastern United States.
While the first pulse of this Arctic air will arrive Thursday and Friday, the jet stream will carry several reinforcements southeastward into the Mid-Atlantic region over at least the next week.
Computer models project that the colder-than-average weather may linger through at least the first third of December. Although the intensity of the cold may relax for a day or two in about a week, additional waves of chilly air could sweep in shortly thereafter.

Number of nights forecast to reach freezing out of the next 15. (The Washington Post)


The cold weather pattern over the next two to three weeks could set the stage for snow or other frozen precipitation, although there are no specific threats at this time.
Around mid-December, longer-range projections -- which are not particularly reliable -- suggest the cold air may recede. It's possible that the pattern we've seen for much of November -- with chillier weather in the West and mild weather in the East -- could become reestablished heading into the Christmas holiday and start of 2025.
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NFL Thanksgiving primer: The Lions get their chance to show off
It's Bears-Lions, Giants-Cowboys and Dolphins-Packers on the NFL's Thanksgiving schedule.
By Mark Maske | 2024-11-28

A Lions fans looks forward to the Thanksgiving matchup against the Bears. (David Reginek/Imagn Images) 


The Detroit Lions shed their laughingstock label over the previous two seasons. They just missed the playoffs in the 2022 season and then nearly reached the first Super Bowl in franchise history last season, winning the NFC North and reaching the conference championship game before squandering a 17-point lead to lose to the San Francisco 49ers.
Even last season, though, the Lions never were regarded as the NFC's team to beat. That distinction belonged to the Philadelphia Eagles for much of the season, during their 10-1 start, and it transferred to the 49ers by the time the playoffs began.
But now, as the Lions prepare to host the Chicago Bears on Thursday at Ford Field to begin the NFL's three-game Thanksgiving slate, things are different. The Lions are that team. They are the front-runner, the favorite to be the NFC's representative in the Super Bowl in February in New Orleans. And there can be a burden that accompanies that.
The Lions will take a record of 10-1 into their traditional Thanksgiving home game. They are not accustomed to showing off such a dominant team to the captive holiday national viewing audience.
"I think we're so locked in -- and the here and now -- that it's hard," Lions Coach Dan Campbell said during his postgame news conference following Sunday's win in Indianapolis. "It's a little bit like last year, man. You get through it and then maybe you can take a breath and turn around and look behind you and see what you did. But right now, we're just going. We're rolling. ... We're in a good place. We're just playing ball, trying to get the next win."
The rest of the Thanksgiving schedule is a mixed bag. The Cowboys host the New York Giants in a late-afternoon game that features NFC East teams with a combined record of 6-16 and brings a quarterbacking matchup of the Cowboys' Cooper Rush vs. the Giants' Tommy DeVito (or Drew Lock, if DeVito is sidelined by his arm injury). At least the game could be competitive, and the Cowboys are coming off an improbable victory Sunday over the Washington Commanders. The night game has some intrigue, with the Green Bay Packers hosting the Miami Dolphins at Lambeau Field. That game could feature cold temperatures and strong wind.
The Kansas City Chiefs host the Las Vegas Raiders at 3 p.m. Eastern in the NFL's now-annual game on the Friday after Thanksgiving.
The Lions, though, are up first. They are on a nine-game winning streak and have not lost since Sept. 15. They lead the NFL in scoring at 32.7 points per game. They have topped 50 points twice and have been above 40 points in two other games. They're ranked second in the league in total offense. They are outscoring opponents by 16.1 points per game, by far the NFL's best scoring margin.
The offense is well constructed. Quarterback Jared Goff is the NFL's second-rated passer. The running game is capable with tailbacks David Montgomery and Jahmyr Gibbs. The offensive line is first-rate. The wide receiver corps is deep and very good, with Amon-Ra St. Brown, Jameson Williams and Tim Patrick. Sam LaPorta is a productive tight end.
The defense is not as celebrated but has been more than good enough. The Lions are 12th in the league in total defense. They're second in the NFL in scoring defense, behind only the Los Angeles Chargers. Pass rusher Aidan Hutchinson led the league in sacks and was a defensive player of the year candidate before having his season potentially ended by a broken tibia and fibula in his left leg suffered during an October game against the Dallas Cowboys. But the Lions made a trade-deadline deal to add a veteran pass rusher, Za'Darius Smith.
"We have an identity about us," Campbell said. "We know the critical factors as it pertains to winning. And those guys take that stuff serious. ... I think we play pretty complementary football, really. And I think that's the sign of a pretty good team."
General Manager Brad Holmes has established himself as a respected roster architect. Campbell's methods are unorthodox, as when he famously pledged that his team would bite opponents' kneecaps, but have proved to be effective. He has already produced the first set of back-to-back 10-win seasons in franchise history. Campbell's coordinators, Ben Johnson on offense and Aaron Glenn on defense, could be leading head coaching candidates for other teams in January. This has become a model franchise.
There is another task at hand. The Lions are looking to end their seven-game losing streak in Thanksgiving games.
The Bears enter the game on a five-game losing streak that has dropped their record to 4-7. Quarterback Caleb Williams has had some promising moments but mostly has struggled as a rookie after being selected first in April's draft. He is the league's 30th-rated passer. Coach Matt Eberflus already has fired Shane Waldron as his offensive coordinator, promoting Thomas Brown to replace him. The Bears' issues seemingly have put Eberflus's job in jeopardy.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/11/28/nfl-thanksgiving-games/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



If the Cowboys can't fix their broken season, offseason decisions loom
The Dallas Cowboys take a 4-7 record into their Thanksgiving matchup with the Giants, with owner Jerry Jones set to confront a major coaching choice in January.
By Mark Maske | 2024-11-28

Cowboys owner Jerry Jones walks off the field before Sunday's win over the Commanders. (Peter Casey/Imagn Images) 


The Dallas Cowboys arrive at their traditional Thanksgiving game with their latest season of high hopes mostly in tatters.
They're much closer to last place than first place in the NFC East. Owner Jerry Jones's huge investments in quarterback Dak Prescott and wide receiver CeeDee Lamb have produced disappointing results in what is almost certain to be another season without the Super Bowl return that has eluded Jones for nearly three decades. An offseason reset probably beckons, with Coach Mike McCarthy's contract set to expire and conjecture about Bill Belichick and Deion Sanders being among the team's coaching candidates come January.
But just when it seemed safe to move on from the 2024 Cowboys and begin to focus on what the 2025 Cowboys might be, they provided a twist. What was widely expected to be another routine loss instead somehow morphed into a stupefying victory Sunday over the Washington Commanders at Northwest Stadium, and the Cowboys were left to speak about the prospect of crafting a winning streak when they host the New York Giants on Thursday.
"I told you: I'm not done yet," star pass rusher Micah Parsons said in the Cowboys' postgame locker room Sunday in Landover. "I don't plan on tanking. If the higher-ups [are] looking for a draft pick, I hope that's ruined because we've got a lot of football left to play. ... As long as I'm a part of this team, we're always going to fight. I'm always going to give maximum effort. I owe it to these guys. I owe it to the fans that come out."
The Cowboys will take a record of 4-7 into the Thanksgiving matchup with the Giants, who are 2-9 and in the NFC East basement. It was set to be a quarterbacking matchup of the Cowboys' Cooper Rush, filling in for Prescott after the NFL's highest-paid player underwent season-ending surgery for a hamstring injury, against the Giants' Tommy DeVito, the second-year pro and former undrafted rookie who was promoted from third-string to starter last week when Daniel Jones was benched and then released. But DeVito could miss the game with a forearm injury, which would make Drew Lock the Giants' starter.
It's not exactly what Jerry Jones had in mind when, coming off three straight 12-5 seasons that were followed by bitter postseason disappointment, he gave Lamb a four-year, $136 million contract extension in August, then made Prescott the league's first $60 million-per-season player with a four-year, $240 million extension in September. The idea was to get the Cowboys back to the Super Bowl for the first time since January 1996, when they won their third championship in four years.
Instead, they have suffered from key injuries to Prescott, Parsons, pass rusher DeMarcus Lawrence, cornerback DaRon Bland and others. The defense has struggled after coordinator Dan Quinn left to become the Commanders' coach. The offense has labored with a practically nonexistent running game, a wide receiver corps that lacks a consistent No. 2 option behind Lamb and a once-great line that no longer approaches that standard.
The Cowboys' victory Sunday was their first since Oct. 6, snapping a five-game skid. All it took was two fourth-quarter kickoff returns for touchdowns and the Commanders missing a would-be tying extra point with 21 seconds remaining after the Dallas defense inexplicably allowed an 86-yard touchdown catch and run by wide receiver Terry McLaurin.
"I thought the game was over like six or seven times," Cowboys kicker Brandon Aubrey said after the 34-26 triumph.

KaVontae Turpin celebrates after returning a kickoff for a touchdown against the Commanders. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images) 


Rush called it "pretty insane" and "crazy." Parsons said he had "never been a part of something like that." McCarthy characterized it as "just a game-situational extravaganza" that was "like Yahtzee. Everything was in there."
But at least it was a win.
"We've been talking about finding a way to win a game, whatever it looks like," Aubrey said. "It's not going to be pretty every game. This one certainly wasn't pretty. But we found a way to win at the end. And that's what it's all about."
Said McCarthy: "It's just great to see our guys rewarded for just staying the course and just grinding it out. The messaging has been great. Going up into it, no one's really blinking, just with everything going [on] around us. It feels good to win. It's been a minute."
Can the Cowboys actually turn around their season? That's quite a long shot. They haven't won a game at home all season, having been outscored by 23.6 points per game while going 0-5 at AT&T Stadium. But at least they could speak in hopeful terms for a few days.
"You've just got to get that ball rolling," Rush said. "That's kind of what we talked about. That was the messaging all week: Get one, get one, get one. And especially going into a short week, you know you can get two real quick, too."
Said Parsons: "Obviously ending the losing streak is good. But it's like: What are you going to do the next couple weeks? All right, you can do it one time. But what is greatness? Consistency. So I would like us to do it against the Giants, get a win there and then get ready for the December schedule."
Jones agreed with Parsons's anti-tanking view during a radio interview Tuesday, saying there is no consideration of the Cowboys trying to lose games to improve draft positioning. He also said he has not ruled out retaining McCarthy beyond this season, which would require a contract extension.
"I don't think that's crazy at all," Jones told Dallas radio station 105.3 the Fan. "That's not crazy. Listen, Mike McCarthy is one outstanding coach. ... This is a Super Bowl-winning coach. And Mike McCarthy has been there, done that. He's got great ideas. So the bottom line is that no place in my body language or anything else have you seen indications about what we're going to be doing relative to this [coaching] staff at the end of this year. And we shouldn't. We've got a lot of football left. ... Boy, six football games, that's a lifetime."
Still, the more realistic view is that the Cowboys have dug a hole too deep to climb out of and that Jones probably will be looking for a new coach in January. Many in and around the league were surprised when Jones stuck with McCarthy following last season's stunning opening-round home playoff loss to the Green Bay Packers, the team that McCarthy once coached to a Super Bowl title. Belichick was available then, having just parted with the New England Patriots following 24 seasons and six Super Bowl triumphs. Belichick is still available now, doing broadcasting work while spending this season out of coaching.
Could he coexist with Jones, the most hands-on and omnipresent of owners who also has the general manager title and routinely holds court with reporters outside the Cowboys' locker room following home games? One agent who represents coaches but does not represent Belichick said recently that it may not be quite as odd of a pairing as some observers might believe, given that Belichick's close ally Bill Parcells once worked for Jones.
"They just might need each other at this point," the agent said of Jones and Belichick.
Then there is Sanders, the Hall of Fame cornerback who won a Super Bowl playing for the Cowboys. Sanders has said he is happy coaching at the University of Colorado and does not intend to jump to the NFL. And the Buffaloes landed a top quarterback recruit -- and a potential replacement for Shedeur Sanders, Deion's son -- when five-star prospect Julian Lewis announced his commitment to Colorado last week.
Former Cowboys great Michael Irvin has said he will lobby Jones to hire Deion Sanders, assuming that Jones does not retain McCarthy.
Jones said last week of Sanders during an appearance on the same radio station: "I think we're way ahead of ourselves relative to when and if he decides to go into coaching in the NFL. And one of his greatest skills that he really brings to college is that he almost has no peer as far as being a recruiter. I mean, kids want to come play for him. ... And that is one skill, that recruiting skill, that is not a huge prerequisite for NFL coaches. ... But make no mistake about it, he's one of the top people, young and old, that I've been around in the NFL."
Jones's options also could include Mike Vrabel, the 2021 NFL coach of the year for the Tennessee Titans who is now a consultant for the Cleveland Browns.
In the meantime, the Cowboys have a season to play out.
"This is deeper than just wins," Parsons said Sunday. "At one point, I think this is just about pride. It's easy to play when we're up. People call us front-runners. Now, playing behind the eight ball, let's see how we can handle adversity and see if we can make a playoff run. But we've got a long ways to go."
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Terry McLaurin lines up primarily on the left. Does it matter?
The star wideout has been in the same spot consistently under coordinator Kliff Kingsbury, but his targets have dropped during the Commanders' three-game skid.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-11-28

Commanders wide receiver Terry McLaurin leaps to make a catch against cornerback Jourdan Lewis during Washington's 34-26 loss to the Dallas Cowboys on Sunday. (Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 


Just about every season -- no matter the Washington Commanders' coach, play caller, scheme or quarterback -- wide receiver Terry McLaurin's targets, or lack thereof, become a topic of concern.
It's happening again this year, even though McLaurin is fourth in the NFL with 823 receiving yards and in just 12 games has matched his career high with seven touchdown catches. There's a new wrinkle in the annual McLaurin target saga, though: his route location.
This season, in new coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's offense, McLaurin leads the league with 497 snaps lined up on the left side -- Chicago's DJ Moore is second at 470 -- and is tied with Denver's Courtland Sutton for the most targets as the No. 1 wide left receiver (53), according to TruMedia. McLaurin has been the wide right receiver for just six targets and has been in the slot for 15. Conversely, the Commanders' Noah Brown leads all NFL players with 38 targets as the wide right receiver.
Is it a hindrance to have McLaurin align mainly on one side? Yes and no.
It wasn't a hindrance for Marvin Harrison, as Coach Dan Quinn noted. Harrison, the Hall of Famer and former Indianapolis Colts star whom McLaurin idolized as a kid, played every snap of his career on the right side. Fellow Colts standout Reggie Wayne typically was on the left or occasionally in the slot.
"I would say it's a little bit specific to the club," Quinn added. "And the reason I say that is you can be left and right like [former Colts offensive coordinator Tom] Moore did utilizing those guys, and you can do in-breaks from the same location to the same side to catch the same pass all the time. You can make cases for that as well as moving people into different locations."
McLaurin is on pace for one of the finest seasons of his career and is second in the league in expected points added per catch from the left side (37.2). But he has built his career as a versatile pass catcher who can line up virtually anywhere -- on the left side, on the right side, in the slot or even in the backfield -- and be successful. Last season, McLaurin was targeted 49 times as the wide left receiver, 58 times when wide right and 20 times in the slot, per TruMedia.
Before Washington's three-game skid, McLaurin's alignment was rarely, if ever, perceived as an outside concern. But in the past three weeks, Washington's offense has looked stagnant, and McLaurin has been targeted just 14 times, including a season-low two times in the Nov. 14 loss at Philadelphia. Diversifying McLaurin's alignment could give opponents more to consider before the snap. It also could take advantage of McLaurin's skill set.
"Statistically, I feel like I'm having success where I'm at," he said. "But obviously the versatility, when you have players you can move around, that adds another element that defenses have to prepare for, especially if you're on the right or in the slot or in motion. So it's just different ways that you can keep defenses on their toes as they're preparing. I think that's kind of the way I see it.
"At the end of the day, if they stick me out on the left and I'm there, I'm going to make plays. I just want to have as many opportunities as possible to help the team. ... I'm a team player, and I'm willing to go wherever it takes to help us continue to have success."

Marshon Lattimore made his debut on the practice field for the Commanders. (Gerald Herbert/AP)


Marshon Lattimore practiced Wednesday for the first time since the Commanders acquired him from the New Orleans Saints on Nov. 5. He was officially listed as limited; he was seen working with fellow cornerback Benjamin St-Juste on his hand skills and footwork during the media-viewing portion of the workout.
Washington gave up a haul to get the 28-year-old -- third-, fourth- and sixth-round picks in the 2025 draft for Lattimore and a 2025 fifth-rounder -- with the perspective that he can boost the secondary not just for the rest of this season but possibly for the next couple of seasons. He has two more years on his contract with non-guaranteed salaries of $16 million and $16.5 million.
A hamstring injury he suffered while with the Saints has delayed the start of his Washington tenure.
"We're really following a rigorous process with him," Quinn said. "... But we are pumped to get him back on the field. It's hard to predict with soft-tissue injuries."
Washington's bye arrives after Sunday's home matchup with the Tennessee Titans, but Quinn indicated last week that the team's schedule may not factor into Lattimore's return.
"You've got to make sure these soft-tissue injuries are strong -- the quads, glutes, calves, hamstrings," he said last Friday. "If [he is] fully healed and able to do all the things, the top speeds, then that would be the marker to go. But not until then."

Austin Ekeler was hurt late in Sunday's loss. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


Running back Austin Ekeler and right tackle Andrew Wylie, both of whom are in the concussion protocol, did not practice Wednesday. Wylie did attend the workout; he participated in the team stretch and observed individual drills during the media-viewing portion, a good sign for his potential availability Sunday.
Running back Brian Robinson Jr., who suffered an ankle injury in Sunday's loss to the Dallas Cowboys, was a limited participant at practice but expressed optimism about being ready for Sunday.
"It was a surprising day today, actually," he said. "I was actually able to go out and put strength on it and move around, and I felt pretty good for what I was doing today. I'm looking forward to making great progress, which I expect to do. And if all goes well, then, yes, I will be able to play Sunday."
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In transgender fight, volleyball 'saviors' miss the point of sports 
There are no easy answers in the San Jose State volleyball debate, but those reducing the issue to "them" against "us" are missing the point.
By Sally Jenkins | 2024-11-28

San Jose State's volleyball team has been at the center of a debate about trans athletes and fairness. (Santiago Mejia/San Francisco Chronicle/AP)


Competition is never equal, and it is only sort of, approximately, occasionally fair. The best we can ask is that it be meaningful, that it teach us something about ourselves. This is the context in which transgender athletes enter into sport, and the people who would reduce this self-seeking to an unfair "them" against "us" are missing the point entirely: Sport doesn't tell us who we are biologically, but spiritually, and psychologically, and the first thing it tells us is not to be victims. So it's a step backward for so many women athletes to cry frailty in the debate over trans participation.
Spoiler: I don't know who is right in the scientific dispute over whether athletes who were assigned male at birth have lingering advantages from nanomoles of testosterone, or disadvantages from their suppression -- hormone studies are all over the map, and anyway, every sport has different demands. Good luck using exceptional height and weight on the uneven bars. But the lawsuit brought by San Jose State co-captain Brooke Slusser and 10 other Mountain West volleyball players asking emergency injunctive relief to bench a San Jose State player for, in their view, not being a proper woman doesn't clarify the matter. What it does, from the unfortunate way it's written, is make female athletes out to be fretful weaklings.
The starting point in this controversy should be that women have agency and power. But the lawsuit is a recitation of tears and fears about someone who played NCAA volleyball for three years, without incident, until her gender identity was called into question this fall. At which point the legal equivalent of shrieking at spiders began. The word "harm" is used 12 times in the suit, "injury" 15 times, "safety" 35 times, "concerns" 37 times, and "protection" more than 50 times.
U.S. District Judge S. Kato Crews was unmoved. Quoting another judge's ruling in a similar emergency-relief case, he wrote, "I decline to manufacture a sense of urgency that is not supported by plaintiff's own conduct." His ruling was upheld on appeal Tuesday. On Friday San Jose State was scheduled to play in the Mountain West Conference semifinals, but late Wednesday Boise State chose to forfeit and end its season rather than meet the Spartans, renewing the controversy.  
Finding absolute fairness in all this is impossible -- there are too many competing rights. Slusser may have been owed an explanation and chance at consent, but her teammate is entitled to medical privacy and is eligible under current NCAA rules. The lawsuit reflects none of these nuances. It just says, "This hostile environment has taken a severe emotional toll upon Slusser ... and other women connected to the SJSU Team who have not conformed to the ideological orthodoxy mandated."
There may be an unanswerable argument against transgender women competing on the basis of overwhelming physical advantage, but it hasn't been made here. Instead, the suit is just a litany of suggestions that wilting women are endangered. Virtually every NCAA volleyball or basketball team in NCAA Division I practices against men -- it's standard to seek preparation against players who are bigger, stronger, quicker. But, suddenly, playing against this particular young woman was a threat, with players allegedly unable "to even get their hands up in time to deflect a ball away from their face." A Utah State player expressed the conviction that "men have unmatchable physical advantages over women in volleyball" and she and teammates became upset at "how unfair and unsafe they thought it was that they were expected to play against a biological male."
A Utah State coach tried to argue them out of it, saying the athlete in question "is not that talented." One player responded by weeping at "the uncomfortable and embarrassing dress-down received from their coach."
In fact, she may not be that talented. An in-depth ESPN look at her performance suggests that her power is "exaggerated." The lawsuit contends that she can spike a ball at 80 mph. But an ESPN camera calibration analysis found that was wholly unsupported. Using software to examine five of her spikes from different games, they clocked estimated speeds of between 51 and 64 mph, with an average speed of 50.6 mph. She is not even in the top 150 in the NCAA in hitting percentage. "I think it was ridiculous how people kept saying, 'Oh, this is why it's dangerous,'" Michigan State outside hitter Akasha Anderson told ESPN. "At the end of the day, all these top-25, top-50 big-time programs have male practice players, male coaches constantly playing. If we're talking about danger, I feel like that's not a fair argument to make in this situation."
Just because something is not dangerous doesn't make it a reasonable state of affairs. In denying an injunction, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit remarked that the filings by Slusser and others "appear to present a substantial question and may have merit." It's indeed a substantial question: Does Title IX prohibit discrimination against transgender athletes in college sports, or is federal law being misapplied to the disadvantage of Slusser, et al? It may take years of deeper inquiry to settle, scientifically and legally, but you hope the inquiry is conducted in a way that doesn't portray women as thin-stemmed shuddering orchids and trans women as assailants. "Plaintiffs look forward to the day when men are no longer allowed to wreak havoc in women's sport," attorney William Bock said in a statement.
Physical gifts are distributed unequally, and so are advantages. There are lots of differentials in sports, maybe none bigger than money -- the money to pay for coaching and lessons, money to train, money to eat properly so your body develops. One of the great satisfactions in watching women in sports over the past decades has been observing the internal strength with which they dealt with lack of resources and the vast expansion of their external strength against large male obstacles and obstructions, while fighting for the right to define womanhood in any way they want, free from anyone else's definitions of beauty or the appropriate ranges of what is feminine.
That doesn't mean women's athletes should be subjected to men's quests all over again or sacrifice the opportunities they only recently have won. It's remarkable that women's athletes have prospered to this point, and this partly accounts for the high emotionalism and perplexity around transgender competition. But they -- we -- need to make a less overwrought and more persuasive scientific and legal case.
In the meantime, competing against others who have various immutable biological edges is what we all do, men and women alike.
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Caps erase Charlie Lindgren's gaffe in uplifting win over Lightning
The Capitals goalie scored into his own net in the third period, but Washington responded for a 5-4 victory.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-11-28

Capitals goalie Charlie Lindgren followed the most embarrassing moment of his NHL career with a victory. (Kim Klement Neitzel/Imagn Images) 


TAMPA -- The moment the puck left Charlie Lindgren's stick, he knew what he had done.
The Washington Capitals goaltender, attempting to send the puck around Amalie Arena's end boards, instead backhanded it directly into his own net. The goal, which was credited to Brayden Point because he was the last Tampa Bay player to touch the puck, gave the Lightning the lead at 7:25 of the third period -- after the Capitals twice had erased deficits to tie the score.
Washington didn't panic. Lindgren, as he put it, "chucked that puck out of the rink," then got back to work. Defenseman John Carlson tied the score a little over three minutes later, and winger Tom Wilson scored the winner on the power play with 3:26 to play, lifting the Capitals -- and Lindgren -- to a 5-4 victory Wednesday night and a sweep of their two-game Florida road trip.
"I can say, wholeheartedly, everyone on this team is bought in," Lindgren said. "And when I made that big mistake, the boys, we all pretty much laughed it off. Even me. ... I kind of chuckled to myself. It was obviously probably the worst mistake I've ever made in my life, in terms of on-ice. I know better than that. I can't go backhand there. I think I was just -- I don't know. The guys picked me up, and I've got a lot of respect for those guys."
Lindgren made 24 saves on 28 shots, including all eight after his own goal. Andrei Vasilevskiy, who handed Washington (15-6-1) its lone shutout in the teams' first meeting in late October, stopped 27 shots for Tampa Bay (11-8-2).
"Showing the character of the group once again," Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said. "A tough start to the game. Just felt like we were overwhelmed a little bit, back on our heels and couldn't handle the puck. ... But it just speaks to our group once again. We wouldn't just ride off into the sunset and just let it be an off night."
It wasn't a pretty start. Point beat Lindgren with a tight-angle backhander just 3:58 into the first period after being left alone low in the offensive zone -- not how any team would design its defense against a player of Point's caliber.
Then, on the power play midway through the period, with winger Taylor Raddysh in the box for slashing, Tampa Bay's Nikita Kucherov faked a slap shot and found Point at the bottom of the right circle with a cross-ice pass. Point wasted no time firing home his second goal of the game at 12:27.
In an interview on the bench with TNT's Darren Pang during the first period, Carbery said he didn't like his team's game "at all" to that point. The Capitals didn't do much that would have altered his perception for the rest of the period.
"We weren't good in the first," Wilson said. "We knew we had to change. Coming into this rink, you know it's not going to be easy. They're a great team. They've got a great goalie. You're going to have to work for it. I think we found that out in the first period."
In the second, Washington found its stride. It took more than half of the period for the Capitals to find the net, but they were on the front foot throughout. Winger Andrew Mangiapane tipped in a shot from center Lars Eller on a delayed penalty at 10:31 to make it 2-1. Less than two minutes later, winger Aliaksei Protas notched the first shorthanded goal of his career to tie the score at 2.
With 44 seconds left in the period, though, Tampa Bay regained the lead on a goal from fourth-liner Michael Eyssimont. Lindgren thought the puck was going around behind the net and looked to his left, just as Eyssimont picked it up and poked it past Lindgren's pad on his right side.
The Capitals didn't let the late goal deflate them. With their dads, brothers, grandfathers and fathers-in-law in attendance on the team's annual mentors trip, the rallying cry in the dressing room at the second intermission was that they would find a way to win for the dads.
At 1:37 of the third period, center Dylan Strome tied the score again, finishing a two-on-one off a feed from Raddysh. Then, at 7:25, the rallying cry changed when Lindgren shot the puck into his own net, put Tampa Bay back on top and gave Point an extremely unconventional hat trick.
"Chuckie has saved our bacon I don't know how many times since I've been here, especially thinking about a lot last year," Strome said. "He doesn't have many of those gaffes. ... We all were pretty calm. It was one of those things that just happens. The hockey gods were on our side, and we found a way to battle back."
Just over three minutes later, Carlson scored Washington's third equalizer, lifting the Capitals back into the game. If Tampa Bay had regained the lead after that, Lindgren and Washington could have taken a bit of comfort from knowing his mistake wasn't the game-deciding goal. But the Capitals weren't prepared to accept that outcome.
With 4:03 left, Strome was hit with a high stick that drew blood, giving Washington a four-minute power play. Wilson, who entered on a 12-game goalless drought, deflected a shot from defenseman Jakob Chychrun past Vasilevskiy less than a minute later.
It was the Capitals' first lead -- and the only one they needed.

Tom Wilson put the Capitals ahead, ending a 12-game goal drought. (Kim Klement Neitzel/Imagn Images) 


"Found a way to get one on the power play. Unfortunately my teeth took a bit of a hit on the play, but it's all good," said Strome, who thinks he lost half of a tooth. "We got the win."
And in the dressing room after the game, when Chychrun handed out the Capitals' new player of the game award -- a thick gold chain -- there was little question whom the recipient would be. After a joke about Lindgren notching his first NHL goal, Chychrun gave the chain to the player the Capitals rallied around -- just as Lindgren had rallied the Capitals so many times before.
"They just have a love and appreciation for Chuckie Lindgren and what he's done for this team over the years," Carbery said. "You know this isn't just them saying it. They're going to go out and try to do everything they possibly can to get him a goal back to make that right."
The Capitals did Lindgren one better than that.
"If we weren't a close team, we could've been frustrated and kind of packed it in, mailed it in. I knew there was no chance," Lindgren said. "We're too good -- too good of guys in the locker room here. Found a way to get it done. Honestly, it was a pretty sweet victory, I'm not going to lie."

Lindgren defends the Lightning's Jake Guentzel. (Kim Klement Neitzel/Imagn Images) 
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The 'sweepstakes' games that look a lot like online gambling
Millions of Americans are betting real money on online casino games marketed as "sweepstakes." Users, regulators and the casino industry are fighting back.     
By Rick Maese | 2024-11-28
It was only about a year ago, Erik says, that he started gambling online. He wagered just $10 or $20 at first but soon found himself putting up hundreds of dollars at a time -- money, he says, he couldn't afford to lose.
"It's almost like I blacked out," he says. "I remember how fast it went. It's such an embarrassing thing. These are such childlike little games. I don't even know how it happened."
It's a familiar tale. But Erik's habit doesn't involve casino visits, basement poker games or mobile sports betting. Though online casino games are illegal in most every state, Erik is among millions of Americans who have played slots and blackjack online, winning and losing real money faster than they could in Las Vegas.
Erik was playing what the gaming industry calls a "sweepstakes" game.
With names such as Chumba Casino and McLuck, sweepstakes social casinos are at the forefront of a booming, multibillion-dollar industry operating in a legal gray area. Players have the option of playing for free -- or they can feed money into the games, unlocking a secondary "currency" that effectively turns their smartphone into a slot machine, blackjack table or roulette wheel. Sweepstakes operators aren't regulated, licensed in the United States or subject to gaming taxes, and though they target American consumers, the biggest ones operate from offshore locales including Cyprus, Malta and Gibraltar.
Erik, a 41-year-old transportation professional from St. Louis, is part of the growing army of players who have spent hours playing the games -- and watched their bank accounts grow or shrink in the process. He spoke on the condition that his last name be withheld because his family and employer are unaware of the addiction he says has upended his life. He has maxed out three credit cards, he says, taken out a personal loan and, all told, has lost nearly $100,000 in the past year. He provided screenshots of past-due credit card bills and bank statements showing thousands of dollars in payments for sweeps coins, often multiple deposits over the course of a single day.
"This turned me into a person I never thought I'd be," he said.
Unlike regulated sportsbooks and casinos, sweepstakes casinos don't have to offer responsible gambling services, age verification or other consumer protections. Yet more than a million Americans play each month, and the games drew nearly $6 billion in player purchases last year, including $1.9 billion in net revenue, according to Eilers & Krejcik Gaming, a research analyst firm. The firm predicts those numbers will more than double next year.
Australia-based Virtual Gaming Worlds (VGW), which operates Chumba Casino, LuckyLand Slots and Global Poker, alone brought in $4 billion in revenue in 2023, including $322 million in net earnings, according to its most recent financial report. Even amid legal challenges, it's now a primary sponsor of Ferrari's Formula One team and enlists celebrities Ryan Seacrest, Michael Phelps, DJ Khaled and others as pitchmen.
The boom has caught the attention of the regulated gaming industry, which has long seen online casino games as its most lucrative potential market. Only seven states have legalized and licensed online casinos, even as online sports betting thrives. Yet legal iGaming generated $6.1 billion in gross revenue last year, according to the American Gaming Association (AGA), the trade group representing many of the largest companies in the traditional, regulated gaming industry. Legal sports betting, available in five times as many states, generated $11 billion, the AGA says.
The AGA recently asked states to investigate the sweepstakes games, and states have begun responding, with some accusing the companies of flouting gambling laws and ordering them to cease operating.
"They look like a casino, talk like a casino, walk like a casino," said Shawn Fluharty, a West Virginia delegate and president of the National Council of Legislators from Gaming States. "And they're trying to tell us they're not a casino."
The sweepstakes industry insists that its offerings are misunderstood and that its core product is not gambling but social gaming.
"We've got full confidence in our compliance with all laws and regulations where we operate," Tim Moore-Barton, VGW's chief operating officer, said in an interview. "... We don't view this as gray at all."
That view is being tested by the casino industry, states and users themselves, who are increasingly turning to the courts to recover their losses and challenge the legality of the sweepstakes games.
Daniel Wallach, a Florida-based gaming attorney, said the model is a ruse and operators are peddling in gambling under the guise of legitimate sweepstakes. "It's a stretch to even call it subterfuge because it's so easy to pierce," he said.
"It not only skirts the edges of the legality but is so far over the cliff that I'm surprised that state attorneys general and federal prosecutors haven't seized upon this yet," he added.

"They look like a casino, talk like a casino, walk like a casino," said Shawn Fluharty, a West Virginia delegate and president of the National Council of Legislators from Gaming States. (Craig Hudson/AP)


To understand sweepstakes casinos, it helps to first understand "social casinos," which offer free-to-play games such as slots and blackjack. There, users can purchase virtual currency to unlock certain features, not unlike in countless other mobile games. But they can't win or lose real money.
"Sweepstakes games" are social casinos with a twist. Users can play with one of two types of currency: virtual "coins" that have no value, as well as a second tier of currency, called "sweeps" coins, that can be cashed out.
Signing up is typically easy. Chumba verifies users' email addresses and asks them to attest that they are 18 or older -- no ID or Social Security number required, as on sports betting apps. Then users get a pop-up offer: For $10, they can purchase 10,000 gold coins. The coins technically have no value. But in exchange for making the purchase, the user receives 30 sweeps coins, which can be used to play for real money.
The sweeps coins are labeled "free," and users can toggle between gold coins and sweeps coins. Those playing the casino games for actual money, though, compete separately from those playing for fun.
The registration process takes a couple of minutes. Only users who try to withdraw money have to submit a form of ID.
Having two forms of currency is confusing -- and key to the enterprise, according to stakeholders. To meet the legal definition of gambling, a game needs three elements: prize, chance and "consideration," the industry term for the cost of playing a game.
Sweepstakes operators claim their game has no "consideration" -- that the product is the social casino and the sweepstakes are simply a vehicle to help promote that product. They cite the popular McDonald's Monopoly game or Starbucks' frequent sweepstakes contests.
"Instead of selling coffee and running sweepstakes to sell more coffee, Chumba sells social casino currency and runs the sweepstakes to promote the sale of the social currency," said Chris Grove, managing partner with Acies Investments, whose portfolio includes Jefebet, a sweepstakes casino aimed at the Hispanic market, and Fliff, a sweepstakes sportsbook.
Grove points out that people spend more than $7 billion annually on social casinos, according to the Eilers & Krejcik analysis, knowing they have no chance of winning real money. Only half of VGW's million monthly users ever make a purchase, Moore-Barton said, unlocking the ability to win and lose money.
"People might wonder: 'Oh, why would anyone ever do that? I would never pay money to play slots that you can never win,'" Grove said. "But the 'why' of it is kind of irrelevant. Because people do."
Jon Kaplowitz, CEO of Clubs Poker, a social poker site that includes a sweepstakes offering, recently suggested that only 1 to 5 percent of social casino users ever pay to play.
"The rest play for free," he said, "versus the regulated gambling market where money exchanges hands 100 percent of the time."
So if not gambling, then what are the sweepstakes games?
"I think they're entertainment," said Kaplowitz, a former executive for Penn National Gaming. "They're a way to play with friends online for free."

F1 driver Carlos Sainz is sponsored by VGW, the leader in social sweepstakes casinos. (Chris Graythen/Getty Images)


VGW is the brainchild of Laurence Escalante, the company's 42-year-old founder and chief executive. He's among the richest people in Australia, with a net worth reportedly nearing $4 billion and a toy box that includes private planes, helicopters, boats, flashy watches and a fleet of sports cars -- Ferrari, McLaren, Lamborghini and Pagani among them.
When VGW launched as a social games company in Perth in 2010, sweepstakes were not part of the equation. According to Ben Reichel, the company's former chief executive, Escalante saw an opportunity in U.S. law to use sweepstakes to promote and grow the business. (Sweepstakes casinos are illegal in Australia.) The company sought advice from U.S.-based lawyers.
"The Board at the time was very cautious ... because sweepstakes had never been used to promote social casino games," Reichel said in an email. "Eventually the Board was confident of the legality of the model -- otherwise it would never have been deployed."
The company launched its products in the United States in 2017, operating under a gaming license from the Malta government. It flourished during the coronavirus pandemic, reporting a net profit of $115.8 million in the back half of 2020 -- a 60 percent increase from the previous year. By 2021, Chumba Casino alone had more than a million players, largely from North America, and paid out nearly $500 million in prize money.
Competition followed. VGW's market share has fallen from 90 percent in 2020 to 50 percent now, according to Eilers & Krejcik, though it's still the runaway market leader, with $4 billion in revenue this year.
Critics say the sweeps industry has been able to grow so rapidly because it isn't subject to the same oversight as the regulated industry. Keith Whyte, president of the National Council on Problem Gambling, a nonprofit advocacy organization funded in part by the gaming industry, said sweepstakes operators are exploiting "an antiquated definition of gambling" and "an antiquated definition of sweepstakes."
A key component of any sweepstakes promotion is the phrase "No purchase necessary." For sweepstakes casino players, making a purchase is the easiest way to collect "sweeps" coins. But it's not the only way. Users also can request free game play by mailing a letter to an address -- which some choose to do, though the process takes much longer than simply buying sweeps coins on the site.
Sweepstakes casino Wow Vegas invites players to send a letter with specific instructions -- only black ink and a No. 10 envelope -- to 1445 Woodmont Lane, a one-story gray house on a residential street tucked in an otherwise industrial area of northwest Atlanta. A sign out front identifies the home as the location for PhysicalAddress.com, a company that provides physical addresses to third-party companies.

The actual house at the address for PhysicalAddress.com. (Will Hobson/The Washington Post) 


The person who answered the door one recent afternoon declined to identify themself and said they could not confirm whether Wow Vegas used the address.
"People can use this address to file their business with the state," the person said, "so that's why they say they're here, but they're not."
Asked whether they could provide contact information for a Wow Vegas representative, the person said, "I can't tell you." Emails sent to a company media representative were not returned.
Chumba and LuckyLand use a post office box in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Pulsz has a P.O. box in Manchester, New Hampshire, as do McLuck and Rolling Riches. Sweeptastic has a box at a shipping and mailing business in Amherst, New York, while Stake.us uses a similar business in Dallas.
"It stunned me with how non-fancy these places are," said Wallach, the attorney. "It's almost like a secretive thing where they just have a shell presence. It really underscored to me how off-the-grid these companies are."

Leading games and systems developer showcases new releases aimed at championing winning moments (Business Wire) 


In May, the AGA sent letters to the gaming commissions and attorneys general offices in every state, encouraging them to investigate. The memo stopped short of saying the sweepstakes offerings are illegal but urged the offices to consider "legislation to prevent unlicensed operators from exploiting loopholes in sweepstakes regulations to offer online real money gambling."
"Consumers are being deprived of protections and states are forgoing significant tax and revenue opportunities as this gambling replaces that conducted through regulated channels," the memo stated.
Brick-and-mortar casinos in Las Vegas and elsewhere have strict rules that dictate payouts and what percentage of money needs to be returned to the player, critics point out. The sweeps casinos might not adhere to any such standards, and if they do, they're probably governed by some faraway gaming authority. Those casinos also require gamblers to be at least 21; the sweeps games are available to anyone over 18.
"It's almost like some drug company not going through FDA and just saying, 'We did all testing ourselves -- trust us,'" said Chris Cylke, the AGA's senior vice president for government relations.
Only four states have barred the sweepstakes games, including two that offer (and collect tax from) legal iGaming. Several other states' regulators, in interviews, said they're aware of the sweepstakes issue but declined to say whether or how they may act.
The sweepstakes operators formed a trade association in August, though it doesn't include VGW. The company says it rejects the AGA's assertions but welcomes regulation, which Moore-Barton said "adds legitimacy to the business model."
For now, no court has ruled definitively on the social casinos, and federal regulators haven't taken up the matter.
"It's legal until it's not," said one longtime state regulator, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to discuss the matter.
Michigan, where iGaming is legal, was among the first to bar the sweepstakes operators, sending VGW a cease-and-desist letter in December 2023. In addition to the lost tax revenue, the sweepstakes operators made no attempt to follow the guidelines in place for legalized online casinos, which include consumer protections and a minimum age restriction of 21, Kurt Steinkamp, chief of staff for the Michigan Gaming Control Board, said in an interview.
"They're not playing by the same rules," he said. "They don't have the same controls in place when it comes to anti-money laundering, player protections, problem gambling, know-your-customer requirements, age verification -- all of the things that exist in the legal market."
VGW's games are still available in all but five states. The company says it did not exit any state because of concerns over the legality of its products.
"In the handful of states where we have exited, we've done so with respectful disagreement with the regulator or the relevant body that we've spoken to, and we've done so in the best interest of all our stakeholders," Moore-Barton said.
Players who have lost money playing sweepstakes casinos have recently filed lawsuits in a dozen or so states, saying the sweepstakes operators violated state gambling regulations and unlawfully collected money from consumers. None has gone to trial, though several have been sent to arbitration, as dictated by the games' terms of service.
In Kentucky, though, players did claw back some money, including a woman who claimed she lost $7,000 playing Chumba Casino. In separate cases, four operators admitted to no wrongdoing in Kentucky but agreed to pay users a combined $14.2 million. VGW agreed to the largest payout -- $11.75 million -- in a class-action suit and said it settled to avoid additional legal costs and risks of continued litigation.
Yet sweepstakes companies continue to operate in the state. Spokespeople for the state's department of charitable gaming and the Kentucky Horse Racing and Gaming Corporation said their offices had no authority over sweepstakes, and the state's attorney general's office said in a statement, "Our office has not received any complaints relating to sweepstakes social casinos."

The LuckyLand Slots Lite app is shown on an iPhone. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Zach, a 23-year old accountant in the Pacific Northwest, says the casino-style games move too quickly and are too accessible. As his playing habits evolved into what he calls an addiction, he found himself constantly pulling out his phone -- at dinner, during meetings, in the restroom -- trying to replicate big wins or recover big losses. Zach also spoke on the condition his full name not be used.
"It's the classic problem gambling," he says, "except you don't have to go to the casino. ... A lot of times, it felt like I was on autopilot, where it would just feel more like a mobile game -- Candy Crush or something -- than actually gambling money."
Similarly, Erik found himself idly playing at all hours, pushing a button and watching the animated graphics spin on the screen in front of him.
"I just couldn't stop," he says. "I let myself get completely devoured. It's just ridiculous."
Critics say the sweepstakes operators can be predatory. People susceptible to problem gambling -- especially young people -- can't avoid the advertisements and allure of easy-to-play games, they argue. And, as Whyte points out, they're sometimes the only game in town -- as in California and Texas, where even online sports betting is not permitted.
"These are all customers the legal market can't get to. Some of these companies we're seeing much more youth-focused websites with youth-focused celebrities," he said. "When it looks like they're trying to appeal to youths, that's not by accident; that's by design.
While companies such as VGW say their offerings appeal to users of all ages and don't specifically target youths, the games often feature cartoon characters and colorful gameplay, and the companies advertise on social media sites such as Twitch, TikTok and Kick, where younger consumers congregate. The biggest companies, such as VGW and Stake, cross-promote heavily, making sponsorship deals with UFC and Formula One. According to the company's most recent financial report, VGW spent $275 million on marketing alone last year.
Seacrest is the ambassador for Chumba, while Phelps, DJ Khaled and NBA players Paul George and Karl-Anthony Towns have partnered with VGW's Global Poker brand. Drake is a celebrity endorser for Stake, which uses cryptocurrency in Canada but operates as a sweepstakes casino in the United States. Paris Hilton recently signed on to be the face of Wow Vegas. Her face is the only non-animated character on the casino's website.

Paris Hilton, who endorses sweeps games, tours the grid before the start of the Las Vegas Formula One Grand Prix last year. (Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images)


"State leaders and regulators have worked exceptionally hard to craft iGaming frameworks that protect minors and ensure product transparency. These unregulated operators throw all of that out the window -- adhering to none of those safeguards -- while robbing states of billions in potential tax revenue," said Jeremy Kudon, president of the Sports Betting Alliance, a coalition of regulated operators including DraftKings, FanDuel and BetMGM.
Any safeguards that are in place are largely voluntary. Moore-Barton defends VGW's protections and protocols, saying the company "would hold up what we do, toe to toe, against the land-based operators."
"Being a fully digital business in almost every sense, we have better transparency, better visibility, better controls around our players," he said. "You can go into Vegas and you can walk onto a gaming floor and play cash. And it's anonymous. ... We know who people are at an incredibly early stage. We track every click, every transaction. We put the right protections and controls in place."
Kaplowitz, the CEO of Clubs Poker, said his site and other social casinos use many of the same "best-in-class" tools as regulated gambling operators to protect consumers, including giving users the ability to self-exclude or limit their spending.
Still, unlike in forms of legalized gambling, no funds or other resources from the sweepstakes operators are earmarked for problem gaming. Unlike sports betting, there aren't any restrictions on television advertising, either, and Chumba ads have aired in places with strict gambling laws in place, such as Texas.
"My concern is it's coming at the expense of our children," said Brianne Doura-Schawohl, a consultant whose clients include Campaign for Fairer Gambling. "My concern is communities bear the brunt. While the legal nuances get debated, how many kids or how many families need to be caught in the wake of these legal debates? And how many are never going to really understand that this was the catalyst of the issues because it just looks and feels like yet another game on a tablet?"
Gaming observers are watching the court cases closely and anticipate more states shutting the doors on sweepstakes operators in the wake of the AGA memo. If states decide not to take action -- a de facto green light for sweepstakes operators -- a busy space could only become more crowded as social casinos and regulated gambling operators race to expand their offerings.
Thousands of industry insiders gathered in Las Vegas last month for the Global Gaming Expo, a trade show and conference more commonly called G2E. While the annual event encompasses every facet of the gambling world, the rise and success of the sweepstakes social casinos was the week's hot topic.
A company called GammaSweep was among the vendors on hand at the Venetian Convention & Expo Center. The start-up sells "turnkey sweepstakes software that guarantees authentic casino-like experiences," and it constructed a giant display that stretched across a wide hallway. Thousands of people at the convention passed beneath the words: "Launch your Social Casino in just 5 weeks!"
Will Hobson contributed to this report.
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College football Week 14 preview: Breaking down the conference title races
The Big 12 scenarios are particularly chaotic, but here is what's at stake during the final weekend of college football's regular season.
By Patrick Stevens | 2024-11-28

When Arizona State beat BYU this past weekend, it increased the chaos in the Big 12 championship race. (Ross D. Franklin/AP)


Nothing about the Big 12's tiebreakers is simple.
Certainly not for someone trying to make sense of how nine teams could still reach the league's championship game heading into the final weekend of the regular season.
And certainly not for the teams themselves, none of which can actually clinch a spot in Arlington, Texas, solely with a victory.
Four schools -- Arizona State (9-2), BYU (9-2), Iowa State (9-2) and Colorado (8-3) -- enter the week at 6-2 in league play. If at least two of them win, it will dash the hopes of the five teams at 5-3: Kansas State (8-3), Baylor (7-4), TCU (7-4), Texas Tech (7-4) and West Virginia (6-5).
Colorado faces Oklahoma State (3-8) at home on Friday. Arizona State visits Arizona (4-7) on Saturday afternoon, Iowa State welcomes Kansas State on Saturday evening, and BYU hosts Houston (4-7) in the late-night window.
If all four of the league leaders win, Arizona State and Iowa State will advance to the league title game. That's also the outcome if all of the top four except Colorado win.
However, if only Arizona State loses out of the group, BYU will face Iowa State. If only Iowa State falls, it will be an Arizona State-BYU title game.
Then there's the squirrelly possibility of BYU losing and Arizona State, Colorado and Iowa State winning. In that case, according to the Big 12, if Texas Tech defeats West Virginia, then Baylor beats Kansas and Cincinnati beats TCU, Colorado and Iowa State will play for the Big 12 title. If Texas Tech defeats West Virginia but then either Baylor or Cincinnati loses, Colorado will face Arizona State. And if West Virginia defeats Texas Tech in this scenario, Arizona State will meet Iowa State.
And all of that craziness only covers the possible ties at 7-2! Maybe just check the schedule Sunday morning.
Thankfully, no other Football Bowl Subdivision league is quite so convoluted, which makes them conducive to a quick conference-by-conference rundown.
ACC: SMU (10-1, 7-0) has clinched a title game berth regardless of what it does Saturday against California. Miami (10-1, 6-1) will earn the second spot with a victory over Syracuse, but a Hurricanes loss sends Clemson (9-2, 7-1) to Charlotte.
Big Ten: Oregon (11-0, 8-0) will be part of the festivities next week in Indianapolis, and the Ducks will get a rematch with Ohio State (10-1, 7-1) if the Buckeyes beat Michigan (6-5) on Saturday. An Ohio State loss opens the door for Penn State (10-1, 7-1) as long as the Nittany Lions handle Maryland (4-7). In the unlikely event both Ohio State and Penn State fall, Indiana (10-1, 7-1) would slip in with a victory over 1-10 Purdue.
If Ohio State, Penn State and Indiana all lost, the Buckeyes would win the tiebreaker because they beat both the Nittany Lions and Hoosiers.
SEC: It's blissfully straightforward here. Georgia (9-2, 6-2) has clinched an SEC championship game berth, and the winner of Saturday's game between Texas A&M (8-3, 5-2) and Texas (10-1, 6-1) will join the Bulldogs in Atlanta.
American Athletic: The matchup is already set: Army (9-1, 7-0) and Tulane (9-2, 7-0) are already two games clear of everyone else in the league. If Tulane beats Memphis (9-2) on Thursday or Army loses to Texas San Antonio (6-5) on Saturday, Tulane would be the home team for the championship game. An Army win coupled with a Tulane loss means the Green Wave would have to travel to West Point.
Conference USA: Jacksonville State (8-3, 7-0) has clinched an outright regular season title and will host the conference title game.
Liberty (8-2, 5-2) can join the Gamecocks in the final with a victory over Sam Houston (8-3, 5-2) on Friday. A Liberty loss opens the door for Western Kentucky (7-4, 5-2) -- but only if the Hilltoppers beat Jacksonville State on Saturday. Sam Houston would be the second finalist if it beats Liberty and Western Kentucky loses to Jacksonville State.
Mid-American: Half of the equation is simple. Miami of Ohio (7-4, 6-1) visits Bowling Green (7-4, 6-1) on Friday, with the winner assured a trip to Detroit. Ohio (8-3, 6-1) is well positioned to make it there, too, needing only a home victory over Ball State (3-8) on Friday.
But were Ohio to lose, things get more complex. Buffalo (8-4, 6-2) would win a three-way tie with Miami and Ohio if both of those teams falter. If Bowling Green and Ohio both lose to fall into a three-way knot with Buffalo, the deadlock would be determined by tiebreakers contingent on this weekend's results.
Mountain West: Boise State (10-1, 7-0) clinched hosting duties last week. The Broncos will face UNLV (9-2, 5-1) in the title game if the Rebels can dispatch Nevada (3-9) on Saturday night. A UNLV loss would mean Colorado State (7-4, 5-1) gets in with a victory over Utah State (4-7). If both UNLV and Colorado State lose, their tie would be broken by "a composite average of selected predictive and results-based computer metrics" at the end of the weekend.
Sun Belt: This is the only FBS league that still has divisions, and it makes the permutations much easier to sort out than several other leagues.
In the East, Marshall (8-3, 6-1) wins the division outright if it can upend James Madison (8-3) on the road. A Thundering Herd loss would mean Georgia Southern (7-4, 5-2) wins the division as long as it defeats Appalachian State (5-5). If both Marshall and Georgia Southern lose, Marshall wins the division.
The easiest way to sort out the West would be for Louisiana Lafayette (9-2, 6-1) to defeat Louisiana Monroe (5-6) on Saturday and finish in first by itself. The Ragin Cajuns would also advance to the title game if South Alabama (6-5, 5-2) falls to Texas State (6-5) on Friday.
However, South Alabama beat Louisiana Lafayette on Nov. 16 and would win a head-to-head tiebreaker. That would remain true even if Arkansas State (7-4, 5-2) handles Old Dominion (4-7) to create a three-way tie.
Mack Brown's second stint at North Carolina ended almost exactly six years to the day it began when the school announced Tuesday he would not return in 2025.
Considering Brown told reporters as recently as Monday he planned to return, there is no need for a euphemism. The 73-year-old was fired with the Tar Heels sitting at 6-5 entering Saturday's regular season finale against N.C. State. It could be the final game Brown coaches, and it comes at the end of a season that saw North Carolina sandwich a pair of three-game winning streaks around a four-game skid.
There are a couple of ways to look at Brown's second run at North Carolina. It clearly didn't have the peak of his 1988-97 stint, which included three 10-win seasons in his final five years and helped him land the Texas job. But in going 44-32 over the past six seasons (all featuring at least six victories), Brown stabilized a program that cratered in its final two years under Larry Fedora.
At the time of Brown's return -- five years after he was forced out at Texas -- that sort of outcome would have been welcome.

Mack Brown is set to coach his final game at North Carolina. (Chris Seward/AP)


The Tar Heels could reclaim their status as a reliably decent program with a charismatic leader who could mend whatever instate fences needed mending, and Brown would get a better departure than the one he had in Austin. From afar, it seemed as if that would make Brown a sensible bridge to whatever came next.
The Tar Heels went from 2-9 to 7-6 in his first season, then went to the Orange Bowl in the 2020 pandemic season. But since then, the story in Chapel Hill has been one of raising expectations, only to fade, and that's one of the surest ways to get fans to grow surly.
In 2022, North Carolina started 9-1 and earned an ACC title game berth but lost its last four games. The Tar Heels parlayed a 6-0 start into an 8-5 finish last season. And whatever hope there was this season basically fizzled when visiting James Madison dropped 70 points on a feeble Carolina defense on Sept. 21.
Brown will leave North Carolina in better shape than he found it -- again. The Tar Heels had a future NFL starter at quarterback (Sam Howell, then Drake Maye) for his first five seasons. Bowl berths are again an annual occurrence. It wasn't all bad.
Yet with the inconsistency within seasons, it felt like it could have been better. That's probably the Mack Brown v2.0 legacy in Chapel Hill.
A look at some teams with plenty to prove in the final week before the conference title games.
1. Miami. The No. 6 Hurricanes (10-1, 6-1 ACC) are facing a playoff eliminator Saturday at Syracuse (8-3, 4-3). Win, and they go on to the ACC title game against SMU. Lose, and Clemson takes Miami's spot and Mario Cristobal's team will probably be shut out of an at-large berth.
2. Texas A&M. The No. 20 Aggies (8-3, 5-2 SEC) have one playoff path: Beat No. 3 Texas and No. 7 Georgia on back-to-back Saturdays. Their chances of snagging an at-large berth probably disappeared with Saturday's four-overtime loss at Auburn.
3a. Georgia and 3b. Tennessee. The remaining two-loss teams in the SEC have a pretty clear assignment. Georgia (9-2) is already in the SEC title game, so it can afford a loss Friday to Georgia Tech (7-4) -- but it would therefore absolutely need to win the conference to reach the playoff. Tennessee (9-2, 5-2) closes at spunky Vanderbilt (6-5, 3-4), and with all of this past weekend's chaos, one more win probably gets the Vols into the first round of the playoff.
4a. Ohio State, 4b. Penn State and 4c. Indiana. Is a one-loss Big Ten team getting left out of the playoff? It doesn't seem particularly likely, right? If Ohio State (10-1, 7-1 Big Ten) beats Michigan (6-5, 4-4), that won't be a problem; it will either be a one-loss league champ or a two-loss at-large candidate. Also, if the Buckeyes win, it means Penn State and Indiana (both 10-1, 7-1) will not play in the Big Ten championship. And that means the Nittany Lions (Maryland) and the Hoosiers (Purdue) need only beat second-division teams to get into the barn at 11-1.
5. Notre Dame. The 10-1 Fighting Irish's assignment is not subtle: Beat 6-5 Southern California, and then sit back and prepare to land a home game the weekend before Christmas.
The latest look at the race for the stiff-arming statue.
1. RB Ashton Jeanty, Boise State (2,062 yards, 27 touchdowns rushing; 18 catches for 102 yards and one TD receiving). Now that Jeanty has scaled the 2,000-yard plateau, the next box to check for Heisman voters that love themselves the best players on playoff teams is for Jeanty to lead the Broncos to an automatic berth. That means there will be an onus on next week's Mountain West title game, but he gets a big audience Friday against Oregon State, too. (Last week: 1)

Ashton Jeanty eclipsed 2,000 yards for the season this past week against Wyoming. (David Zalubowski/AP)


2. QB Cameron Ward, Miami (3,774 yards, 34 TDs, seven interceptions passing; 177 yards, four TDs rushing; one catch, seven yards, one TD receiving). Another player whose hopes probably will hinge on the final two weeks, Ward already has the gaudy numbers -- leading the Hurricanes to their first ACC championship would be quite the feat to tout. (LW: 2)
3. WR/CB Travis Hunter, Colorado (82 catches, 1,036 yards, 11 TDs receiving; 31 tackles, three INTs, one tackle for loss). Hunter caught eight passes for 125 yards and two touchdowns and also made seven tackles in the Buffaloes' loss to Kansas last week. A legitimate two-way star is an oddity, and the relative dearth of big-name candidates from the most prominent playoff contenders means he has a chance. (LW: 3)
4. QB Dillon Gabriel, Oregon (3,066 yards, 22 TDs, six INTs passing; 155 yards, six TDs rushing). He has probably earned an invitation to New York, and he is the most obvious candidate if the Ducks get to 13-0 and voters default to best-player-on-the-best-team mode. He and Oregon meet Washington this week. (LW: 4)
5. TE Tyler Warren, Penn State (75 catches, 910 yards, five TDs receiving; 157 yards, four TDs rushing). The fifth-year senior had eight catches for 102 yards -- including the game-clincher in the closing seconds -- last week against Minnesota. He has caught at least seven passes in five of his past six games for a playoff contender, and he is the best bet among the Nittany Lions to wind up on a decent number of Heisman ballots. (LW: Not ranked)
6. RB Dylan Sampson, Tennessee (1,307 yards, 22 TDs rushing; 17 catches for 135 yards receiving). Sampson's streak of six consecutive 100-yard days ended last week, but mainly because the Volunteers didn't need him to pour it on Texas El Paso. He had 11 carries for 77 yards and a score against the Miners and has reached the end zone in all 11 games this season. (LW: NR)
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Volleyball team pulls out of conference tournament amid transgender debate
Boise State said its athletes "should not have to forgo this opportunity while waiting for a more thoughtful and better system that serves all athletes."
By Des Bieler | 2024-11-28

San Jose State has repeatedly said that, per NCAA rules, all of its players are eligible. (AP Photo/Eakin Howard)


Boise State withdrew from its conference tournament in women's volleyball on Wednesday ahead of a matchup with a San Jose State team after claims that the team has a transgender player.
Describing its decision as "not an easy one," Boise State said in a statement: "Our team overcame forfeitures to earn a spot in the tournament field and fought for the win over Utah State in the first round on Wednesday. They should not have to forgo this opportunity while waiting for a more thoughtful and better system that serves all athletes."
The forfeitures mentioned in Boise State's statement were both against San Jose State in regular season matches. Other conference foes that forfeited matches rather than play the Spartans were Wyoming, Utah State and Nevada.
Having earned a first-round bye as the No. 2 seed in the Mountain West tournament, the Spartans will move on unopposed to the tournament final, where they are slated on Saturday to face the winner of a match the day before between top-seeded Colorado State and No. 5 San Diego State. Both of those schools competed in their regular season games against SJSU.
A spokesperson for the Spartans did not immediately respond on Thursday to a request for comment on Boise State's withdrawal. The San Jose State player in question is in her fourth college season and has been a regular participant in the Spartans' matches this season. The Washington Post is not naming the player because she has not spoken publicly about her identity and the school has not commented on it. San Jose State has repeatedly said that, per NCAA rules, all of its players are eligible.
As with a previous statement announcing a forfeit to SJSU, Boise State did not mention the player or the transgender issue in general, nor did Wyoming in its announcement. Nevada cited "not having enough players to compete" in withdrawing last month from a match against the Spartans and taking a schedule loss in conference.
Utah State filed a motion last week to join a lawsuit against the Mountain West conference seeking to prevent the SJSU player from continuing to play. The lawsuit, filed earlier this month in a Colorado federal court, included SJSU co-captain Brooke Slusser as a plaintiff. It claimed the conference and SJSU officials were "engaged in a purposeful and illegal assault" on the rights and safety of women athletes.
On Tuesday, a federal appeals court upheld a ruling the day before that allowed the Spartans player to continue to compete in the conference tournament. The appeals panel agreed with a Denver-based federal judge's finding (via the Associated Press) that plaintiffs waited too long to bring their case, after most of the alleged harm caused by the player's participation had already occurred, and that her eligibility amounted to the status quo, which injunctions are usually meant to preserve.
"Decisions to forfeit matches are at the institutions' discretion and are considered a loss," the Mountain West conference said in a statement emailed to The Washington Post. "San Jose State will advance to the MW Women's Volleyball Championship final."
The conference said in a statement last week (via KSL) that it "prioritizes the best interests of our student-athletes and takes great care to adhere to NCAA and [Mountain West] policies."
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College football best bets: Texas A&M can keep it close against Texas
The Aggies and Longhorns finally renew their rivalry this weekend, and a lot is on the line.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-11-28

Texas A&M will play instate rival Texas for the first time in 13 years. (Maria Lysaker/USA TODAY Sports via Reuters Con)


Things went south for this column this past weekend, when Ohio State and Indiana scored 15 ultimately meaningless points over the final two minutes to kill the under by a half-point, and two other picks failed to come through. I'm now 25-27 for the season with one week left to get things right before the postseason.
This column will give out four college football picks per week: the game of the week, a favorite, an underdog and a wild card, which can be anything (another favorite or underdog in a game that might be flying under the radar or a total, for instance). Hopefully we'll all be in good shape by the time the clock hits zero at the national championship game in Atlanta on Jan. 20.
All times Eastern.
No. 3 Texas at No. 20 Texas A&M
Saturday, 7:30 p.m., ABC
The pick: Texas A&M +5.5 (DraftKings or FanDuel)
As if the first meeting between these two instate rivals in 13 years wasn't big enough, the winner also will advance to play Georgia in the SEC championship game next week. Statistically, there isn't a whole lot separating these two teams, because both excel pretty much all over the place. There are a couple of reasons the Longhorns give me pause, starting with the quarterback situation. Starter Quinn Ewers had what the team has dubbed a "precautionary" MRI exam on his ankle after this past week's win over Kentucky. Ewers seems likely to play, but will he be 100 percent? And if not, will backup Arch Manning be able to handle the pressure with 107,000 Aggie lunatics screaming at him in his first taste of high-stakes college football? There's also the matter of Texas's rushing offense, which has struggled to get going at times this season and has put up numbers placing it in the middle tier of Football Bowl Subdivision programs. The Aggies rank 15th nationally in expected points allowed per rush and 25th in rushing success rate allowed and can make the Longhorns' offense one-dimensional if Ewers or Manning is ineffectual and the rushing game can't produce. Add it all up, and Texas A&M can at least keep it close.
Maryland at No. 4 Penn State
Saturday, 3:30 p.m., Big Ten Network
The pick: Penn State -24.5 (FanDuel)
I'm not going to think too hard about this one, because the reasoning is simple: Penn State is a good team looking to make an impression on the College Football Playoff selection committee, and Maryland is a bad team whose season will be over after Saturday. The Nittany Lions have gone 8-2 against the Terrapins under Coach James Franklin, who once was Maryland's coach-in-waiting, and only one of those victories was by single digits. Over a three-season stretch between 2017 and 2019, Penn State beat the Terrapins by a combined 163-6, and last year's game was a 51-15 rout. In other words, Franklin seemingly has no qualms about running up the score against the program he once was tapped to lead, especially when the talent discrepancy between the two schools is so vast, as it is this year.
Texas San Antonio at Army
Saturday, noon, CBS Sports Network
The pick: UTSA +7 (DraftKings)
Seven days after their humiliating loss to Notre Dame and six days ahead of their American Athletic Conference championship game against Tulane -- not to mention with the annual battle with Navy still to come -- it's difficult to see the Black Knights getting up for this one. And then there's this: Teams are 0-10-1 against the spread and 3-8 straight up in their first game after playing the Fighting Irish this season. Teams that are favored in their game after Notre Dame have lost three of six outright and failed to cover the spread by an average of more than two touchdowns. The Roadrunners are 6-5, having won and covered in four of their past five, and have one of the best rushing defenses in the country, which is key against Army's ground-based attack. They rank second nationally in rushing defense success rate, ninth in rushing yards allowed per game and 36th in expected points allowed per rush. UTSA can keep it close enough here against a team that still has bigger fish to fry.
Purdue at No. 10 Indiana
Saturday, 7 p.m., Fox Sports 1
The pick: Indiana -28.5 (FanDuel)
Speaking of Big Ten teams looking to make an impression on the CFP committee, I give you Indiana, which is probably still sore from its letdown loss at Ohio State this past weekend. Despite the defeat, Indiana still leads the nation in offensive success rate and ranks second in points scored per drive (3.385). The 1-10 Boilermakers haven't beaten a Football Bowl Subdivision program this season, and its losses to the four CFP hopefuls on its schedule (Notre Dame, Oregon, Ohio State and Penn State) came by a combined 195-17. The Hoosiers still can consider themselves among that group, and Purdue is deficient in all aspects. Indiana can name the score.
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In frustrating year, Maryland's final test will be among its toughest
The Terrapins are playing for pride in their final game Saturday against the heavily favored Nittany Lions.
By Gene Wang | 2024-11-28

Ailing quarterback Billy Edwards Jr. is nursing a sore thumb heading into Maryland's finale against No. 4 Penn State. (Graeme Sloan for The Washington Post)


A season that began with more talk from Maryland football coach Michael Locksley and players about contending for a Big Ten championship concludes well off the mark Saturday when the Terrapins visit fourth-ranked Penn State. Save for the opportunity to provide the senior class a most memorable send-off, little will be at stake.
The long odds for an upset are compounded not only by the trip to inhospitable Beaver Stadium amid uncertainty surrounding ailing starting quarterback Billy Edwards Jr., but also the Nittany Lions' need to impress the College Football Playoff selection committee.
Still, Locksley has been adamant that those inside the Maryland locker room remain enthusiastic about the daunting assignment even in the throes of a season-worst four-game slide. Most recently, the Terps (4-7, 1-7 Big Ten) fell to Iowa, 29-13, last weekend, ensuring they would not be bowl eligible for the first time in four years.
"We're mathematically eliminated from going to a bowl game, but we do have standards in our program, and one of those standards is how you finish things," Locksley said Tuesday afternoon during his final pregame news conference of the season. "We all as players and coaches have got a job to do: finish the 2024 season the best way we can."
A victory would produce perhaps the most improbable result -- Maryland is a 24.5-point underdog -- since Locksley took over full-time in 2019. The Terps have lost eight of the past nine meetings in the series, with their lone victory in that span coming during the pandemic-altered 2020 season when fans were prohibited from attending games.
Maryland is 0-35 against ranked Big Ten opponents since joining the conference in 2014. The Nittany Lions (10-1, 7-1), meanwhile, would almost certainly secure their spot in the 12-team College Football Playoff with a victory, while an upset loss would put them in significant danger of missing the field, meaning they will be heavily motivated to avoid bucking the Terps' dubious trend.
Penn State also has an outside chance of reaching next week's Big Ten championship game against Oregon, though it needs a victory and an Ohio State loss Saturday against Michigan for that to happen.
The Terps are far from such lofty conversations despite preseason pronouncements about a roster and culture with designs on moving into the upper echelon of the Big Ten.
Maryland's only conference win this season came against visiting Southern California on Oct. 19 in College Park, and that required an unlikely comeback from a 14-point deficit in the fourth quarter to win 29-28. All but one of the Terps' losses have come by at least 14 points.
"As the season went on, obviously it's not where we want it to be as a team," Maryland junior linebacker Kellan Wyatt said. "I don't think anybody wants to be here where we're at as a team, but teams go through things, and some things aren't expected. We weren't expecting this to happen. I think just learning from this season in particular, it will help us in the long run."
The downturn has included a rash of injuries, most notably to Edwards. The redshirt junior in his first season as the full-time starter had a back procedure in May, Locksley revealed, and has been managing other ailments this season. Last week, for instance, a sore thumb had Edwards playing sporadically against Iowa.
He finished 5-for-8 passing for 26 yards one week after throwing for 335, his second-highest total this year, in a 31-17 loss to Rutgers. Edwards has seven interceptions over his past six starts after he had two interceptions through the first five games.
Edwards ranks third among Big Ten quarterbacks in passing yards per game (261.9), fueled in large part by opening the season with at least 250 yards in seven consecutive games. Since 1996, only Ohio State's C.J. Stroud compiled a longer streak among Big Ten quarterbacks when he reeled off nine in a row in 2021.
Edwards participated Monday in a light practice resembling a walk-through, according to Locksley, who indicated he anticipates Edwards will do everything in his power to get on the field. If Edwards is unavailable, the Terps will turn to MJ Morris, who played the majority of the second half against Iowa.
"Billy's a selfless guy," Maryland redshirt freshman running back Nolan Ray said. "You saw last game with him coming in and out, banged up and still trying to go out there and finish strong for the last however many games we have left, so that just speaks to the type of leader and person that he is."
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Tafara Gapare soars into the spotlight as Maryland manhandles Bucknell
The transfer from Georgia Tech had 19 points off the bench in a 91-67 win.
By Noah Ferguson | 2024-11-28

Tafara Gapare led the way with 19 points off the bench in Maryland's win. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


It didn't matter that the Maryland men's basketball team was up by 25 with two minutes left in its bout with Bucknell on Wednesday. Tafara Gapare burst into the paint at full speed anyway, his eyes on the rim as he threw down a one-handed dunk over a defender, igniting the Xfinity Center crowd.
On a night when 13 Terrapins logged minutes in a 91-67 win, Gapare got a rare chance to star. The junior forward, a Georgia Tech transfer, scored a team-high 19 points and added six rebounds as the Terps' bench accounted for 37 points.
"[I've been] trying to find myself in practice and find what I do best," Gapare said. "Just keep doing the same thing every day. ... For me, it's a consistency thing."
Gapare was one of four Terps in double figures; big men Derik Queen (15 points, eight rebounds) and Julian Reese (14 points) wreaked their typical havoc in the paint, and South Florida graduate transfer Selton Miguel logged all 13 of his points in the first half. Coach Kevin Willard's team forced 20 turnovers to improve to 6-1.
"The one thing that I think we've done a much better job at this year than even the last two years is we're forcing a lot of turnovers, but we're also capitalizing on the turnovers," Willard said. "[That makes us] able to continue to press multiple possessions. ... It's going to wear you down, and that's what we're doing a really good job of."
The Terps entered this matchup with the Bison (4-4) on the heels of a comeback win over Villanova on Sunday in Newark. Queen keyed the charge in that one with 18 second-half points.

Selton Miguel had 13 points in Wednesday's win. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


Wednesday's matchup lacked that sort of drama -- hot-shooting Maryland raced to a 15-2 lead and never looked back. Sophomore guard Rodney Rice, in the starting lineup for the third straight game, cashed in on his first three-point attempt to open the game, and Miguel quickly found his groove after going scoreless in 23 minutes Sunday. Back-to-back Miguel three-pointers opened up a healthy lead.
"[Miguel] came out aggressive," Willard said. "I thought we passed the basketball really well to start the game. He got some open looks and didn't hesitate to knock them down."
At halftime, Maryland led 51-28. The Terps finished the game with 12 three-pointers, their most of the season.
Gapare found his form early in the second half. After making the team's first three of the half, he banked home a layup and threw down a dunk on Maryland's next two possessions. Minutes later, another Gapare three-pointer pushed the Terps' lead to 26.
"After the second three, I felt a lot of confidence in myself, just really [not] trying to force things," he said. "Just let the ball come to me, let the shots come to me."
"He's one of the most frustrating players I've ever coached ... [and that's] more of a compliment," Willard said. "I've got to get him a little more time to probably be out there and make a difference, but he also has to understand he's got to come in aggressive from the start. ... He came out looking to shoot, and he played really well."
With the game in hand, several Terps beyond Gapare impressed off the bench. Graduate transfer Jay Young made two three-pointers, and DeShawn Harris-Smith and Malachi Palmer logged substantial minutes down the stretch.
The high point arrived in the final minutes, when Gapare threw down his highlight-reel dunk and was issued a technical foul for staring down his defender as his teammates erupted in celebration. Reese playfully shoved Gapare as he jogged to the bench moments later.

Kevin Willard's team improved to 6-1. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 
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Wizards just can't stop James Harden in their 13th straight loss
Harden had 23 points in the first quarter, 31 at halftime and 43 when his night ended as the Clippers cruised, 121-96.
By Varun Shankar | 2024-11-28

Clippers guard James Harden attacks the basket against the defense of Bilal Coulibaly in the first half Wednesday night at Capital One Arena. (Terrance Williams/AP)


James Harden entered Wednesday night's game determined to start his Thanksgiving a little bit early.
The Los Angeles Clippers guard scored 43 points in his team's 121-96 takedown of the Washington Wizards at Capital One Arena. He had 23 points in the first quarter, reached 31 by halftime and spent the fourth quarter on the bench, having completed his highest-scoring performance since March 2021.
Jonas Valanciunas and Malcolm Brogdon had 17 points apiece for the Wizards, who have lost 13 in a row. Brogdon was one of a host of defenders Coach Brian Keefe asked to slow Harden. Nobody found a way. The 35-year-old shot 13 for 22 from the field, made 7 of 11 three-pointers and added seven assists as the Clippers improved to 12-8.
"He was trying to get the switches, trying to hit the step-backs," said Bilal Coulibaly, another player who took on Harden. "He hit them, so there's nothing you can do about it."
The Wizards (2-15) went 8 for 33 (24.2 percent) from three-point range.
Returning from a two-game absence because of a hip injury, Jordan Poole made just one of his five threes, with two of the misses coming from well behind the arc on consecutive possessions. Corey Kispert went 1 for 4, dropping his three-point percentage for the season to 30.8. Rookie Kyshawn George, who went 0 for 3 from deep, is shooting 26.1 percent.
"We're missing open looks. We had a lot of them -- myself included," Kispert said. "... The way the ball bounces on the rim and the way that shots kind of work is attached to energy and attached to rhythm. And it's a dance more than anything. Tonight, we were kind of off in our dance steps."
This Wizards losing streak might not end anytime soon. Washington doesn't face a team with a record below .500 until a Dec. 19 matchup with Charlotte.
Up next are road games Saturday against Milwaukee, which has won five straight, and Tuesday against Cleveland, which has the best record in the NBA at 17-2. Then come home games against Dallas and Denver, each of which has an MVP candidate in Luka Doncic and Nikola Jokic.
If Washington loses all four of those games, it would eclipse the franchise-record losing streak of 16 (achieved twice, most recently last season).
"It's still really, really early, but to run into this much adversity early stinks and stings," Kispert said. "And it's testing the culture that we put in. ... There's still a lot of positivity within the room, and there's still a lot of encouragement. ... While things are tough ... they're not toxic and not unbearable."
Asked about the skid before Wednesday's game, Keefe praised his team's character. He said the group he took over as interim coach midway through last season fought to the end. He said this year's players are similarly "unwavering in their commitment."
After Tuesday's 19-point loss to Chicago, Brogdon said he spoke with a few players in the locker room and offered a message he picked up from Nate McMillan, his former coach with the Indiana Pacers: Believe.
Brogdon, who said he picks his spots when speaking up, on why he did so after the Bulls loss: "In moments like this, you can get discouraged, especially in this league. There are no easy games. ... You got to pick yourself up. It's really you against you out here. ... At the end of the day, it's about you performing up to the level you know you can play at."

Kyle Kuzma left Wednesday's game early. (Reggie Hildred/Imagn Images) 


Kyle Kuzma exited after playing eight minutes and was ruled out for the night with a left rib sprain. He missed both of his field goal attempts, grabbed two rebounds and had an assist.
This is the second injury of the season for Kuzma, who missed five games with a groin strain. The forward, who is adjusting to a new role in the offense that involves more play off the ball, has struggled, entering Wednesday's game shooting 42.5 percent (which would be a career low over a full season). He averaged 17.3 points and 5.9 rebounds in his first 11 games.
Keefe did not have any details to offer on Kuzma's status after the game.
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Duke has thrown freshman Cooper Flagg 'in the fire.' Just like he wanted.
Flagg has been tested during the first weeks of his college career, and the 17-year-old phenom still looks like the No. 1 pick in the 2025 NBA draft.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-11-28

Duke freshman Cooper Flagg (middle), the consensus favorite to be the No. 1 pick in the 2025 NBA draft, has been tested physically and mentally during three early-season games against ranked opponents. (Lucas Peltier/AP)


LAS VEGAS -- For once, Cooper Flagg looked 17 years old.
Duke's freshman forward, whose polished game has made him the odds-on favorite to be the first pick in June's NBA draft, found himself cornered by two Kansas defenders. Hunter Dickinson, a bearded 24-year-old center, ripped at the ball with adult strength as the baby-faced Flagg flailed. When Dickinson began his college career, Donald Trump was still in his first term as president and Flagg was a middle-schooler in Maine. These days, Flagg, like Dickinson, is a preseason all-American hoping to lead his blue-blood program on a deep run through the NCAA tournament this spring.
Top-ranked Kansas narrowly held off No. 11 Duke, 75-72, in a nationally televised showcase here Tuesday that wrapped a challenging early-season run for the Blue Devils. Though Flagg is Duke's youngest player because he graduated high school in three years, he has led the Blue Devils (4-2) in points, rebounds and blocks during a promising and occasionally bumpy start that has included three games against ranked opponents.
Of course, Flagg has also led the country in attention: The buzz that first built during his two seasons at Montverde Academy near Orlando reached new heights in July when he dazzled during a USA Basketball scrimmage against the likes of LeBron James and Stephen Curry. Countless Duke diehards wore his No. 2 jersey at T-Mobile Arena, and one child held a sign that read: "I pledge allegiance to the Flagg." Former Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski and actor Ken Jeong filled courtside seats, and dozens of NBA scouts were sprinkled throughout the Sin City crowd. In the ultimate sign of respect, Kansas Coach Bill Self instructed the Jayhawks (6-0) to double-team and trap Flagg as soon as the game commenced.
"The hype around Duke and their players is well deserved," Self said. "Cooper is so good, he's going to get his [points] eventually."
Forcing the ball out of Flagg's hands helped Kansas race out to a 16-3 lead, but Flagg remained poised and Duke didn't fold. While Dickinson, the graduate student, was ejected for a flagrant kick midway through the second half, Flagg helped lead a comeback that nearly forced overtime. Age and maturity can be two very different things.
After Flagg decided to fast-track his professional career by reclassifying while in high school, he was drawn to the Blue Devils because he would be tested by top competition on big stages. His family reasoned that learning to manage expectations and scrutiny would be the best way to prepare him for the NBA. Self and his veteran team were happy to help initiate Duke, which starts three freshmen and a sophomore.
"[The Jayhawks] were incredibly physical," Duke Coach Jon Scheyer said. "They played differently than they had all season with their pressure and contesting and all that, but Cooper responded. We've thrown these guys in the fire. They were swarming and collapsing onto him, and he had some great reads for others. The thing about him that you love is that he's unselfish and always trying to make the right play. I thought he set our other guys up in a big way."
The 6-foot-9 Flagg finished with 13 points, five rebounds and three assists -- a pedestrian line by his standards that reflected his youth and the extra defensive attention paid to him. Even so, his wide range of talents could only be suppressed for so long: He smoothly hit a three-pointer from the top of the arc, reached maximum extension for a poster dunk over Kansas forward Flory Bidunga and spun into a two-handed slam during a second-half flurry.

Flagg flashed his leaping ability with a highlight dunk over Kansas forward Flory Bidunga on Tuesday, but NBA scouts also covet his drive and basketball intelligence. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)


Along the way, Flagg displayed his focus and versatility on defense by stepping out to check guards, lurking on the weak side to break up entry passes to front-line players and skying high in traffic to clear defensive rebounds. Thanks to his motor, intelligence and selfless approach on both ends, Flagg is viewed by scouts as a low-risk, high-reward prospect whose ceiling will be determined by how much he can expand and refine his scoring game.
"[Flagg] is a great player," said Kansas senior forward KJ Adams, who was tasked with shadowing him. "He's a good prospect who's probably going to be out of here next year."
Flagg grew more assertive in the closing minutes against the Jayhawks, finding a runner in traffic and earning himself a trip to the free throw line with another hard drive. During a Nov. 12 loss to Kentucky in Atlanta, he posted 26 points and 11 rebounds but committed two turnovers in the final 30 seconds while trying to create for himself off the dribble. A similar story unfolded during the end of the Kansas game: Flagg lost his handle while spinning in traffic, and Kon Knueppel, a 19-year-old freshman, threw an errant pass.
The Blue Devils were held without a field goal in the final two minutes, and a potential game-tying three-point attempt by Knueppel rimmed off at the buzzer.
Duke's late-game misadventures have revealed room for improvement: Flagg needs to attack more quickly and decisively when operating in must-score situations, and he should trust his jumper or seek kick-out passes rather than putting his head down to drive into a crowd without a fully baked plan. Learning to close out games is often the most difficult developmental step for young stars, and Scheyer hardly sounded concerned by the November travails.
"I just trust [Flagg's] competitiveness, spirit and intuition to know what it takes to win," Scheyer said. "He put us in that position."
That sentiment isn't blind faith or knee-jerk deference: Flagg poured in 24 points and scored from all over the court in the second half to put away No. 17 Arizona in Tucson on Nov. 22. Duke is counting on that gutsy road win and the lessons learned during its high-stakes losses to Kentucky and Kansas to pay dividends in March.
"[This team] is wired the right way," Scheyer said. "The ceiling we have to grow throughout the year is as high as anybody."

Flagg leads Duke in points, rebounds and blocks this season. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/11/27/cooper-flagg-duke-kansas-basketball/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



What Blake Snell's deal means for the Dodgers -- and everyone else
The two-time Cy Young Award winner joins the World Series champions, and the implications are huge in Los Angeles and around MLB.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-11-28

Blake Snell will pitch for the Los Angeles Dodgers next season after spending 2024 with the rival San Francisco Giants. (Jeff Chiu/AP)


Late Tuesday evening, less than four weeks after the Los Angeles Dodgers won the World Series, free agent left-hander Blake Snell posted an altered image of himself on Instagram wearing a Dodgers uniform. Another Cy Young Award winner is heading to Los Angeles; another all-star chose the super team. The rich, who will pay Snell a favorably structured $182 million for his work over the next five years, according to a person familiar with the deal, again got richer.
Soon after word got out, Atlanta Braves outfielder Michael Harris II posted a GIF of "The Office" character Stanley Hudson rolling his eyes. Kansas City Royals slugger Vinnie Pasquantino posted the news with an emoji of someone laughing so hard they cried. In other words, the deal stirred the baseball world from its Juan Soto-induced slumber and reinvigorated a recent offseason tradition: fretting about whether the Dodgers, who can pay anyone what they want and attract stars with their reputation for getting the most out of people, are growing into something untouchable.
Indeed, the Dodgers have become such a desirable location that players are structuring contracts to ensure the team remains one. Shohei Ohtani famously took a salary of $2 million annually while deferring the rest of the biggest contract in the history of North American sports.
Snell, who turns 32 next week, and his agent, Scott Boras, negotiated $65 million in deferred payments in his contract, according to a person with direct knowledge of the deal. That means Snell was willing to take money later to reduce his impact on competitive balance tax calculations now, a deferral offset by a $52 million signing bonus, which most teams would say they could not afford to pay in a lump sum up front.
But while the fretting is an annual tradition, so is the eventual disintegration of a modern-day rotation. Year after year, the Dodgers build a rotation too powerful to fail. And year after year, they find themselves needing a bullpen game to survive a five-game playoff series, their willingness to pay for pitching seemingly never an inoculation against the fragility of the position.
Last year, the Dodgers signed Yoshinobu Yamamoto and traded for Tyler Glasnow. They knew they would be getting Clayton Kershaw and Walker Buehler back from injury and thought the same would be true of Dustin May. They signed James Paxton to eat innings until the others returned. They had seemingly endless depth in rookies Bobby Miller, Emmet Sheehan and Gavin Stone, well positioned to survive the rigors of the regular season and add depth at the trade deadline if they needed it, which they did when they acquired Jack Flaherty.
By Game 4 of the National League Division Series, they did not have a starter to spare. They won the World Series anyway. But the Dodgers know better than anyone that signing Snell helps their chances to repeat in 2025 but hardly renders them infallible.
In other words, if Snell joins a rotation that includes fully healthy versions of Ohtani, Yamamoto, Glasnow, Kershaw, Tony Gonsolin and May, the Dodgers might be able to give everyone extra rest in one of the more formidable six-man rotations ever assembled. But if the Dodgers' rotation includes fully healthy versions of all of those players, from start to finish or even just in October, that will qualify as a miracle. No one in the Dodgers' front office would feel safe betting on it.
It was, therefore, no surprise that the Dodgers moved aggressively to sign one of the best starters available. They always seemed likely to jump on one of Snell, Corbin Burnes or Max Fried, this year's top options. In signing Snell, they get a lefty with World Series experience who is familiar with -- and proven against -- the rigors of the NL West after he spent last season with the San Francisco Giants and the previous three with the San Diego Padres.
What was somewhat surprising, given how Snell's free agency played out last year, is that he is signed, sealed and delivered to a big-market suitor by Thanksgiving. Last year, Snell was the poster child for a stunningly impotent offseason for Boras. None of his top four available clients -- Matt Chapman, Cody Bellinger, Jordan Montgomery and Snell -- received the kind of deals they expected when the offseason began.
Admittedly, Chapman, Bellinger and Montgomery were not slam dunk candidates for megadeals. Snell, however, was coming off a Cy Young season and still could not find a home. Instead of a long-term deal that would mean he never had to worry about free agency again, Snell signed a one-year prove-it deal with the Giants in mid-March, started his spring training late and had a 9.51 ERA by June. Not only had he not gotten paid the way he wanted, but it seemed the whole drawn-out free agency process had cost him his best chance to do so in the future.
Then he caught fire, putting together one of the more dominant 14-game stretches in recent history, one that included a no-hitter as he posted a 1.23 ERA down the stretch. He opted out of his deal with the Giants, hitting free agency with few changes to the resume that was not good enough this time last year. This time, the deal was there, and Boras looks redeemed: All told, Snell earned $214 million for six years counting last year's deal with the Giants. With an average annual value of about $36 million, that is probably exactly what Snell and Boras were looking for all along.
At this month's general managers meetings, Boras said he thinks concerns over television revenue that might have depressed last year's market are old news. Perhaps last year's issues were that simple: Then, almost half of MLB's teams were uncertain about what their 2025 television situations would be. Now, most of those numbers are settled, at least for the upcoming season.
Indeed, between Snell and new Los Angeles Angels ace Yusei Kikuchi, who agreed to sign for three years and $63 million this week, Boras already has secured more than $200 million for his clients before bidding for Soto, Burnes, Alex Bregman and Pete Alonso fully escalates.
Then again, the Dodgers and fellow big-market teams such as the New York Yankees, New York Mets, Toronto Blue Jays and Boston Red Sox have much more stable broadcast deals than most. Their reticence to chase top-dollar free agents last year was not the result of the same concerns as those faced by the cutting-back Texas Rangers or increasingly payroll conscious Braves, both of whom faced television revenue uncertainty.
Declaring Snell's deal a harbinger of a massive Boras bounce back, then, could be premature. Starting pitching is in such high demand that a big deal for Snell seems likely to ensure one for Burnes, too, because reliably healthy aces are so difficult to find. But whether Boras can get huge deals for 30-year-old sluggers Bregman and Alonso (who turns 30 next month) might be more telling.
Soto, meanwhile, is Boras's biggest position-playing free agent since Bryce Harper signed with the Philadelphia Phillies in 2019, and Boras seems to have engineered an ideal scenario to secure him a record deal: a New York vs. New York bidding war that also might include the seemingly motivated Red Sox. The Dodgers have room for a corner outfielder, too. Boras always seemed likely to push for a historic deal for Soto. The market seems to be setting up for him to get it.
After all, a year after the reigning Cy Young winner could not find a suitor by spring training, that market gave Snell $36.4 million in average annual value on a five-year deal. Only four pitchers in major league history have ever secured more.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-11-28
NFL
12:30 p.m. Chicago at Detroit >>> WUSA (Ch. 9), WJZ (Ch. 13), WJFK (106.7 FM), WTEM (980 AM)
4:30 p.m. New York Giants at Dallas >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45), WJFK (106.7 FM), WTEM (980 AM)
8:20 p.m. Miami at Green Bay >>> WRC (Ch. 4), WBAL (Ch. 11), WJFK (106.7 FM), WTEM (980 AM)
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
2 p.m. Tuskegee at Alabama State >>> ESPNU
7:30 p.m. Memphis at Tulane >>> ESPN
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Noon Battle 4 Atlantis, semifinal: West Virginia vs. Louisville >>> ESPN
Noon ESPN Events Invitational, semifinal: Wichita State vs. Minnesota >>> ESPN2
2:30 p.m. ESPN Events Invitational, semifinal: Wake Forest vs. Florida >>> ESPN
2:30 p.m. Battle 4 Atlantis, consolation semifinal: Gonzaga vs. Indiana >>> ESPN2
3 p.m. Rady Children's Invitational, semifinal: Purduevs. North Carolina State >>> Fox Sports 1
4 p.m. Arkansas vs. Illinois >>> WUSA (Ch. 9), WJZ (Ch. 13)
4 p.m. Acrisure Invitational, semifinal: Santa Clara vs. TCU >>> TruTV
5 p.m. Battle 4 Atlantis, semifinal: Arizona vs. Oklahoma >>> ESPN
5:30 p.m. NIT Season Tip-Off, semifinal: Utah State vs. St. Bonaventure >>> ESPN2
5:30 p.m. Rady Children's Invitational, semifinal: BYU vs. Mississippi >>> Fox Sports 1
6:30 p.m. Acrisure Invitational, semifinal: Colorado State vs. Washington >>> TruTV
7 p.m. Arizona Tip-Off, semifinal: Northwestern vs. Butler >>> CBS Sports Network
7:30 p.m. Battle 4 Atlantis, consolation semifinal: Providence vs. Davidson >>> ESPN2
8 p.m. NIT Season Tip-Off, semifinal: North Texas vs. Northern Iowa>>> ESPNU
9 p.m. Acrisure Classic, semifinal: St. Mary's vs. Southern California >>> TruTV
9:30 p.m. Arizona Tip-Off, semifinal: Mississippi State vs. UNLV>>> CBS Sports Network
11:30 p.m. Acrisure Classic, semifinal: New Mexico vs. Arizona State >>> TruTV
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
1:30 p.m. Fort Myers Tip-Off, quarterfinal: South Carolina vs. Iowa State >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45)
GOLF
8 a.m. Ladies European Tour: Andalucia Costa del Sol Open de Espana, first round >>> Golf Channel
8 p.m. DP World Tour: Australian Open, second round >>> Golf Channel
3:30 a.m. (Friday) Asian Tour: International Series Qatar, third round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
12:45 p.m. UEFA Europa League: Galatasaray at AZ Alkmaar>>> CBS Sports Network
3 p.m. UEFA Europa League: Ajax at Real Sociedad >>> CBS Sports Network
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Ice hockey rankings: Gonzaga boys, Georgetown Visitation girls open year on top
WCAC rivals Gonzaga and St. John's headline the boys' top 10 while Georgetown Visitation leads the girls' top 3. 
By Sam Jane, Jakob Bowen | 2024-11-28

Gonzaga leads the first boys' ice hockey rankings of the winter. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post) 


Gonzaga and St. Johns are the two oldest schools in the Washington Catholic Athletic Conference, and over the years they have developed the fiercest rivalry in the league. The 2024-25 boys' ice hockey season will likely be shaped by the Eagles and Cadets.
Both teams have reasons to feel optimistic as we begin a new winter season. The Eagles return a strong senior trio, while first-team All Met forward Carter Johnson is back at St. Johns.
But the top player in the area doesn't play for St Johns or Gonzaga. Reigning All-Met Player of the Year Reid Pehrkon scored more than 30 goals for Landon last season and returns this year for his final go-around.
Young teams are a theme in the Maryland Student Hockey League as Walter Johnson, Winston Churchill and Wootton are likely to be contenders.
A few local leagues have already started regular season play, but these will serve as our preseason rankings. We will have updated midseason and postseason.
All records from last year.
Gonzaga earned redemption against rival St. John's in the Mid-Atlantic Prep Hockey League championship last year, defeating the Cadets, 7-3. The Eagles return a strong senior class, including forward Roman Villegas, forward Andre Abrantes and defenseman TJ Albero.
The reigning WCAC champions lost a large percentage of their production from last season. The Cadets will rely on Colin Doherty and Vinnie Scodellaro to replace their goal-scoring.
Reid Pehrkon has already had a remarkable high school career. The Babson commit won the 2023 All-Met Player of the Year and recorded more than 30 goals and 25 assists. He's seeking to lead Landon to a third consecutive Interstate Athletic Conference title.
Young and talented, the Wildcats look primed for a breakthrough season.
Langley's run as the most dominant team in the area continued last season. The Saxons repeated as Northern Virginia Scholastic Hockey League champions and remained undefeated over the past two years.
The Rams narrowly defeated Washington-Liberty, 5-4, this winter in an early battle for Capital Scholastic Hockey League supremacy. Forward Gus Simanson should be one of the area's top players.
Even as he balances high school duties with club hockey, senior Noi Jonasson is expected to be one of the top scorers in the area.
Churchill fell in the MSHL final to Oakdale, its second consecutive loss in the league final. The young Bulldogs will continue hunting for an 11th league title this winter.
A balanced Generals team currently lead the Capital Scholastic Hockey League with nine points.
Prep came up just short of a championship appearance in the IAC and the MAPHL last season. The Little Hoyas' stout defense should keep them in a majority of games.

The Georgetown Visitation girls' hockey team celebrated its second consecutive MAGHL championship last winter. (Jakob Bowen/The Washington Post)


Girls' hockey Top 3
As girls' ice hockey continues to grow in the D.C. area, so does the Mid Atlantic Girls Hockey League. National Cathedral joins the league's A division this season, bringing the total number of teams up to twelve.
Georgetown Visitation again enters the season as league favorites, though they will have to navigate their schedule without two-time All-Met player of the year Lucy Thiessen.
St. John's reached the MAGHL semifinals and won a third consecutive Washington Catholic Athletic Conference championship last season. With a roster consisting mostly of younger players, the Cadets will have to rely on the leadership of their few upperclassmen to challenge Visitation in the MAGHL. The two teams' first meeting will take place on Dec. 4 at Herbert Wells Ice Arena.
Coming off a loss in the MAGHL championship, Stone Ridge saw the departure of both Coach Mary Carpenter and graduating senior Addie Shannon, who led the league in goals last season. With talent still on the roster, the Gators will look to establish a new identity as their season gets underway.
1. Georgetown Visitation (11-0-1)
The Cubs enter this season looking to win a third consecutive MAGHL title. They haven't lost a game in over two years.
2. St. John's (13-3-1)
The Cadets will aim to defend their throne atop the WCAC and challenge Georgetown Visitation for an MAGHL title.
3. Stone Ridge (9-4-0)
The new-look Gators have a foundation to build on following an appearance in the MAGHL championship game last season.
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The Nats cut ties with Kyle Finnegan. Here's what that means for Washington.
In Finnegan, the Nationals had a prime example of a player who made the most of a franchise rebuild. 
By Andrew Golden | 2024-11-28

The Nationals declined to tender a contract to Kyle Finnegan this offseason. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post) 


The non-tender deadline, typically a mundane formality during baseball's offseason, grew more interesting Friday when the Washington Nationals declined to tender a contract to closer Kyle Finnegan, sending him into the free agency vortex. The decision was a somewhat surprising move but not without reason.
Finnegan was an all-star in 2024, a late addition to the National League roster after a strong first half. Only two relievers, Cleveland's Emmanuel Clase and St. Louis's Ryan Helsley, finished with more saves than Finnegan. On top of all that, Finnegan, who made his MLB debut in 2020, had become a clubhouse leader for Washington, a rebuilding club in transition.
But there are other numbers the Nationals could have considered, too. The right-hander pitched to a 5.79 ERA in the second half. At 33, his advanced numbers suggested he could regress. His hard-hit percentage has gone up each season. In 2020, he was in the 91st percentile among pitchers. This past season, he was in the second percentile.
Finnegan probably would have made between $8 million and $8.5 million in his final year of arbitration, after making $5.1 million this season. (MLB Trade Rumors projected Finnegan would make $8.6 million.) Those are all factors the Nationals could have considered.
The sides were not close to making a deal to avoid arbitration, according to a person familiar with the situation. The Nationals informed Finnegan on Friday that they would be non-tendering him. That decision probably ends his tenure in Washington.
In Finnegan, the Nationals had a prime example of a player who made the most of a franchise rebuild, as well as a success story for Washington's front office. Before he arrived in Washington as an unproven arm, Finnegan spent several seasons in the Oakland Athletics' system. He was given a major league deal with no major league experience. He ascended during a tough stretch for Washington's fans, giving them a reason to stick around Nationals Park into the later innings. He even got his own light show.
Finnegan's name floated around at the trade deadline the past few seasons. Washington was in Arizona in late July when Manager Dave Martinez pulled him into his office and told him he would remain a National.
"It was weird: He had kind of a look on his face like he didn't believe me," Martinez said at the time. "It's nice that he's still here and he's still going to get the opportunity to save games for us."
That decision to keep Finnegan around in July drew attention at the non-tender deadline in November. The outcome raised questions about why Washington didn't trade him in the summer instead of letting him walk for nothing in the winter.
Perhaps General Manager Mike Rizzo's asking price was simply too high. Perhaps Washington's front office wasn't confident in the potential return. Moves don't always pay off, in the offseason or at the deadline, and prospects don't always pan out. Certainly, there were arguments for keeping him around, just as there were arguments for taking a gamble on someone who might help in the future, the latter of which becomes easier to make when a player is non-tendered and departs without any return.
Whatever the case, Finnegan's departure creates a shift both on the field and in the clubhouse. His locker was at the end of the relievers' section of the clubhouse, similar to left-hander Patrick Corbin's locker positioning on the starters' section.
Now, though, Washington will look toward a future without him. It also will move on without Corbin, who is a free agent. Additionally, the team cut ties with reliever Tanner Rainey on Friday. Those three pitchers were the longest-tenured Nationals. In the case of Corbin and Rainey, an era ends, too: There are no members of Washington's 2019 World Series team on its current roster.
The Nationals could spend on a veteran reliever or two this offseason, though reliever performance is volatile from season to season. They also have needs elsewhere, but Finnegan's departure does create some uncertainty.
Derek Law, one of the five players who was tendered a contract Friday, is the only reliever on the 40-man roster who is at least 30. Only one other reliever has more than two years of major league service time. That's Mason Thompson, who is coming off Tommy John surgery and isn't guaranteed to be ready for Opening Day. Three relievers seem like locks for the Opening Day roster: Law, Robert Garcia and Jose A. Ferrer, who all pitched at the back of Martinez's bullpen last year.
So there will be plenty of room for young relievers to make a name for themselves next summer -- much like Finnegan did over the past five seasons.
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Daniel Jones set to sign with Vikings as Sam Darnold's backup
The quarterback, after being released by the Giants and clearing waivers, chose Minnesota.
By Mark Maske | 2024-11-28

Quarterback Daniel Jones became a free agent upon clearing waivers following his release by the Giants. (Steve Luciano/AP)


Quarterback Daniel Jones has a new NFL team. The former New York Giants starter is poised to sign with the Minnesota Vikings, barring any last-minute complications, a person with knowledge of the deliberations confirmed Wednesday.
Jones would back up Sam Darnold in Minnesota. The move comes after Jones cleared waivers Monday, making him a free agent. He was released Friday by the Giants, at his request, after being benched as their starter earlier last week as they returned from their bye week.
Darnold has played well as the Vikings' starter after rookie J.J. McCarthy suffered a knee injury during the preseason that required season-ending surgery. But with Nick Mullens and Brett Rypien as the other quarterbacks on the roster, the Vikings apparently considered Jones an upgrade as Darnold's backup. The Vikings (9-2) trail the Detroit Lions (10-1) by one game in the NFC North.
Vikings Coach Kevin O'Connell acknowledged at a news conference later Wednesday that the team was finalizing a deal with Jones.
The Vikings were "still kind of working through the final details on that and some roster maneuvering and things," O'Connell said. "... We're expecting, anticipating Daniel to arrive Friday morning and very much looking forward to that. Good addition to our quarterback room. I love our quarterback room already."
O'Connell said Jones "had a lot of interest, and rightfully so" from other teams. He declined to speculate about the chances of the Vikings eventually seeking to retain Jones beyond this season.
"Hopefully Friday morning, we'll add Daniel into the mix. ... I've always been a fan," O'Connell said. "I love, really like the person, the human being, the makeup. And then the player, Daniel Jones, I think there's so much out in front of him that are going to be really good things that we get to personally be a part of. And I can't wait to work with him."
Jones, 27, could be signed initially to the Vikings' practice squad and thus would need to be promoted to the roster to be eligible to play in a game. That would mean that he technically could be signed by another team willing to put him on the roster. But the Vikings could keep Jones from leaving, under those circumstances, by promoting him to their roster.
Jones is expected to receive a prorated portion of $1.125 million -- the NFL's minimum salary for a player of his experience level -- over the rest of this season, under his new deal. That would mean he would receive $375,000 from the Vikings for the six weeks left in the regular season. The Giants are obligated to pay him the remainder of his $35.5 million salary for the season, or about $11.8 million, minus what he makes from his new deal.
The deal with the Vikings is expected to run through the end of the season, and Jones would be eligible for unrestricted free agency during the offseason.
Each NFL team had a chance to put in a waiver claim on Jones. But claiming him would have entailed inheriting his contract with the Giants, which also included a $23 million payment for next season that was guaranteed against injury. Once Jones cleared waivers Monday, his Giants contract was terminated and he became a free agent.
He apparently drew considerable interest as a free agent, mostly as a prospective backup for contending teams with top-tier starters but also as the potential starter for at least one struggling team. Teams that had been linked to Jones, at least in speculation, included the Baltimore Ravens, San Francisco 49ers, Miami Dolphins, Lions, Philadelphia Eagles, Buffalo Bills and Las Vegas Raiders. Jones reportedly was not interested in signing with the Raiders for a possible starting opportunity in the coming weeks.
Jones had been in his sixth season with the Giants after being chosen sixth in the 2019 draft.
The Giants will have to carry a $22.2 million charge for Jones's contract on their 2025 salary cap. He would have counted $41.6 million against the cap in 2025 if he had remained on the team. The Giants owe him no guaranteed money beyond this season. They announced Friday that Jones met with the team's co-owner, John Mara, to request his release. The team said then that it was granting that request.
"No one wanted to win more games worse than me, and I gave everything I had on the field and in my preparation," Jones said at a news conference Thursday. "Of course this season has been disappointing for all and, of course, I wish I could have done more. I'm 100 percent accountable for my part. I did not play well enough, consistently enough to help the team get the results. ... So the idea to change something happens, and I understand. ... I'm excited for the next opportunity. I know that there's a lot of good football in front of me, and I'm excited about that."
Second-year quarterback Tommy DeVito started the Giants' loss Sunday to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, which dropped their record to 2-9. The Giants promoted DeVito from third-string to be the starter ahead of Drew Lock, who had been Jones's primary backup.
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The 2024 Help Desk Gift Guide: Tech we tested and recommend
The Post's personal tech team tries out loads of gadgets, apps and services every year. These are worth gifting.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-11-28
Some obsess over capturing moments. Others like to prepare for the worst. And a few people just need a good night's sleep.
There's no one ideal gift for the techies in your life. That's where the Help Desk comes in.
The Washington Post's personal tech team rounded up a list of the best gear we bought or tested in 2024, and there's a little something here for anyone who might need a bit more tech in their life.
Think of this more as a list of recommendations from your tech besties -- at least in part because we don't make a commission if you buy anything we picked.

(Ray-Ban)


Ray-Ban Meta smart glasses, $299 and up | We get it: These second-generation smart glasses can seem pretty strange. I was hesitant at first, too, until I bought a pair and kept them on for most of my honeymoon. To this day, I leave most of Meta's chatty artificial intelligence features -- like asking its virtual assistant to interpret what I'm looking at -- alone. They work surprisingly well, if you or your giftee don't mind relying on Meta more than you already do.
For me, though, these glasses are just a pleasant way to listen to music and capture first-person perspectives on the run; the fact that they look pretty sharp is icing on the cake. -- Chris Velazco, personal tech reporter

(NOCO)


Noco Boost X GBX45, $124.95 | There is no such thing as being overprepared, and this portable jump-starter does a little bit of everything. Your car died and you need a jump? This can do that. Phone needs a recharge? This can do that, too. Looking for something in the dark and need a flashlight? You get the idea.
You can charge this jump-starter via USB-C -- or through your car's 12-volt outlet -- and it can withstand extreme temperatures, so feel free to keep it in your vehicle year-round. They have different models for any vehicle size, but in the spirit of overpreparedness, I'd opt for the one that's a level higher than you need. -- Junne Alcantara, design editor

(Chipolo)


Chipolo CARD Spot, $35 | Problem: You lose your wallet a lot, and squeezing an AirTag in there would look awful. Solution: This slim Bluetooth tracker card has a built-in speaker and plays nice with Apple's Find My network. That means you can check its location on a map as long as it's been around other Apple devices.
Funny enough, I had one of these in my wallet but removed it hours before I lost that wallet at the airport. Why? I wanted to bring an extra credit card. That was dumb; please learn from my mistakes. -- Chris Velazco




Dashlane password manager, $59.99 and up per year | A password manager is the single best protection for your digital security (and sanity). This technology generates a strong password for each online account and saves it securely. No more using "RedSoxRule" for all your account passwords. I love Dashlane ($60 a year for one person; $90 for a friends and family group subscription). Security experts have also recommended 1Password and Bitwarden.
I'd rather scrub my bathtub than set up a password manager, though. To get started, you might need to add hundreds of existing logins and passwords to your account. Go the extra mile and give the gift of setting up Dashlane for your loved one. -- Shira Ovide, Tech Friend newsletter writer

(Logitech)


Logitech MX Ergo S, $99.99 | I get kind of obsessed about tweaking and optimizing my office setup, and this ergonomic mouse has been one of the best investments I've made in a long time. Its large, thumb-operated trackball can take some getting used to, but if you or someone you care about puts in lots of hours on a computer, the MX Ergo S can help take some serious strain off their wrists. -- Chris Velazco

(Bose)


Bose TV Speaker (refurbished), $149 | I've had the same TV since 2013, but my bank account shivered every time I checked out a new one. That's when my sister told me, "I think your TV image looks fine; just get a soundbar." So I did.
I looked at Bose because they make the only audio products I trust, and I can't believe I spent all my life watching TV with the built-in speakers. (I'm actually honestly embarrassed.) I'm not afraid of a refurbished product because I know that Bose inspects them thoroughly, and I landed a great deal I'd recommend to others still listening to their TV's basic speakers. -- Mo Rodman, video producer

(ReMarkable)


ReMarkable Paper Pro, $579 and up | This fancy digital notebook is not even remotely a practical gift. You could buy an entry-level iPad and an Apple Pencil for less. What it is, however, is a beautifully crafted device meant for the most ardent note-takers and margin-scribblers.
All your writing can be saved in the cloud, its battery life is measured in weeks -- not days -- and this now displays color, adding a little extra oomph to your notes, e-books, and the PDFs you need to mark up and share. -- Chris Velazco




Manufacturers and prices vary | I am joyless, so my holiday gift suggestion is about soothing anxiety: Get your loved one a portable power bank. (Chris prefers models from Anker, for what it's worth.) I keep one in the pocket of a backpack that I schlep almost everywhere. It feels like freedom to never worry about my phone running out of juice. I can recharge it with the power in my hands. Your friends and family deserve this stress-free nirvana. -- Shira Ovide

(Adaptive Sound Technologies Inc.)


LectroFan Micro2, $39.95 | There's nothing like the familiar sounds of your bedroom to lull you to sleep -- but what about when you're far from home? This tiny white noise machine can play fan sounds or crashing waves to drown out the din of the hotel room you're crashing in, and it doubles as a standard Bluetooth speaker in case music or audiobooks are better for helping you nod off. -- Chris Velazco

(Fujifilm)


Fujifilm Instax Mini Link 3, $99.95 | I've gotten back into film photography, and it's been a blast -- photos on paper have been an excellent counter to the overedited, over-curated world of social media. Still, I find myself continuing to take pictures on my phone, and I wanted something to give me the analog physicality of photo prints.
Enter the Instax Mini Link 3. It uses the same 10-image cartridges of instant film that Instax has become known for. And while it requires a free app (don't worry: it doesn't need your email and you can limit access to your photos on iOS), it's quick and easy to print any image on your phone. -- Junne Alcantara




ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude, etc., around $20 per month | This gift isn't for everyone, but if you have an AI-curious family member who can be appropriately skeptical of its answers, consider a chatbot subscription. You can try most of the bots free of charge, but the results are better and less limited with a paid subscription to something like OpenAI's ChatGPT or Anthropic's Claude.
Subscribe directly through their site and then help your giftee download the smartphone app. It's great for anyone with time to tinker and mess around, chatty relatives, and friends who really love bulleted lists. -- Heather Kelly, technology reporter




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2024/11/28/tech-gifts-2024-gadgets/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Can you stop a teen from using TikTok? Australia is about to find out.
Australia passed a law banning children under 16 from using social media apps like TikTok and Snapchat. Whether it can be enforced remains in question.
By Michael E. Miller | 2024-11-28

A Sydney teenager checks social media on his phone this month. (Dean Lewins/IAAPImage/AP)


SYDNEY -- Australia on Thursday passed one of the world's most restrictive social media laws, banning children under 16 from using online platforms such as TikTok, Snapchat and Instagram.
The legislation, which comes amid growing concerns over social media's impacts on young people, passed with broad political support. But it has been criticized by many experts who say it is too simplistic and could create more problems than it solves.
The law creates an enforcement "framework," with key details to be decided later, but the legislation puts the onus on social media companies, which could be fined up to $33 million for systemic failures to prevent underage access.
Those companies have criticized the plan. Meta, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram, called the law "rushed" and difficult to enforce but said it will comply. Snapchat warned of "unintended consequences."

Australia passed a law Nov. 28 banning children under 16 from using social media apps like TikTok and Snapchat. Whether it can be enforced remains in question.


The fiercest opposition has come from X, whose owner, Elon Musk, called the law "a backdoor way to control access to the internet by all Australians" -- a claim officials deny. In a submission to Parliament, X said it had "serious concerns as to the lawfulness of the bill."
All sides agree other countries will be paying close attention. Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said he received encouragement from leaders in Europe, North America and New Zealand.
"They are all looking at what we are doing, and they are applauding what we are doing in showing leadership in this area," he told parliament on Monday.
But many experts say the world is watching because of the challenges the law will create.
"How are parents going to navigate removing young people from platforms that they've been using for several years," asked Faith Gordon, a law professor at the Australian National University and one of the authors of an open letter to the prime minister signed by more than 120 academics opposed to the law. "This may lead to conflict in the home."
Australia's center-left government says the bill is designed to protect young people, arguing there is a link between social media use and negative mental health outcomes.
"For too many young Australians, social media can be harmful," Communications Minister Michelle Rowland told Parliament last week when she introduced the bill. "Almost two-thirds of 14-to-17-year-old Australians have viewed extremely harmful content online, including drug abuse, suicide or self-harm as well as violent material. One quarter have been exposed to content promoting unsafe eating habits."
Although the bill is supported by the government and the conservative opposition, it has given Albanese, who has slipped behind in some polls ahead of an election next year, a chance to talk about an issue that is popular among Australians.
"This one's for the mums and dads," he said when outlining the legislation this month. "I've spoken to thousands of parents, grandparents, aunties and uncles. They, like me, are worried sick about the safety of our kids online. And I want Australian parents and families to know that the government has your back."

Teens browse Instagram on Nov. 8 in Sydney. (Rick Rycroft/AP)


We don't know yet, exactly.
The Online Safety Amendment, as the law is called, "does not dictate how platforms must comply with the minimum age obligation," according to its explanatory memorandum. But it requires platforms covered under the legislation "to take reasonable steps to prevent age-restricted users" from using their apps.
There is no loophole for parental permission, which some other countries have allowed, nor an exception for young people who already have accounts. The age limit will kick in one year from now and will be enforced by the country's eSafety Commissioner, which expressed concerns over the idea earlier this year but now says it welcomes the law.
Many details remain vague, including how social media companies will verify someone's age. One possibility is to require government-issued identification. Some critics claim the personal information of millions of Australians would be a target for hackers. Rowland has said social media companies must destroy the data and face additional fines up to $33 million for misusing it.
Meta and Snapchat have both warned of the logistical and security challenges of requiring every app to verify a user's age. They argue centralized app stores would make for better social media bouncers.
Albanese has sought to downplay the idea of Australians having to prove they are old enough to use social media, likening it to the ban on people under 18 buying alcohol.
He says the one-year delay gives the government and social media companies time to figure out how to implement it.
The age limit doesn't apply to all social media but targets Snapchat, TikTok, Facebook, Instagram and X. It has some exemptions for "services with the primary purpose of supporting the health and education of end-users." The government has said that includes the Headspace and Kids Helpline mental health apps, as well as Google Classroom and YouTube.
Among those advocating for the exemption were the Wiggles, a popular Australian children's music group that says Australians have watched its programs on YouTube more than 1 billion times.
While children under 16 will be able to continue watching videos on YouTube, they will not be able to sign into the platform under the legislation, said Lisa Given, a professor of information sciences at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology. That will protect them from potentially harmful messages but not from questionable content.
The legislation also exempts messaging, including WhatsApp, and online gaming.
Instead of forcing social media companies to clean up their platforms, the legislation will give them an excuse to carry on business as usual -- at least for Australians 16 and older, according to many experts who study social media or children's health.
"This won't in and of itself actually improve safety standards for all users," said Philippa Collin, co-director of the Young and Resilient Research Center at Western Sydney University. "What it does do is punish young people and prevents them from accessing spaces that we know also have significant benefits."
Young people who find ways around the age limit using a VPN or other means could face even greater danger because they will be less likely to seek help, she said.
Many young Australians use social media to organize, as with the School Strike 4 Climate Action, Gordon noted. And marginalized youths, including members of the LGBTQ community, often rely on social media for connection and education.
"Young people's political and civil rights are really going to be constrained in that regard," she said.
Those concerns led the Australian Human Rights Commission to come out against the bill last week. There are other ways to protect children without curtailing their rights, it said, suggesting social media companies could be required to make their products safer.
Albanese's government has said it will also introduce a "duty of care" bill, similar to recent laws in the European Union and the United Kingdom, that would require social media companies to be more transparent about their algorithms and enable Australians to make complaints when they experience harmful content.
Children are also split over the legislation. Some who have experienced bullying on social media platforms support the idea. But others warn it could cut them off from friends and online communities.
"This [ban] destroys ... my friendships and the ability to make people feel seen," Lucas Lane, a 15-year-old in Perth who runs an online business selling nail polish to boys, told the BBC.
Several students told the Australian Broadcasting Corporation the ban would make it harder to keep in touch with friends. One girl worried about how she would communicate with a friend at another school. "I only have Snapchat to talk to her," she said.
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FTC launches antitrust investigation into Microsoft as Biden era ends
 The Federal Trade Commission sent a broad request to the tech giant asking for information on its cloud, software and AI businesses.
By Gerrit De Vynck, Cat Zakrzewski | 2024-11-27

Microsoft chief executive Satya Nadella addresses attendees at the Microsoft Ignite conference in Chicago on Nov. 19. (Charles Rex Arbogast/AP)


The Federal Trade Commission has launched a broad antitrust investigation into Microsoft's business empire -- a late-game shot at Big Tech from the Democratic-led agency in the final weeks of President Joe Biden's administration.
The FTC sent a demand for documents to Microsoft on Wednesday that asks for detailed information on several of the company's businesses. Those of interest include its cloud computing services, artificial intelligence tools and cybersecurity software, according to a person familiar with the investigation who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the agency's private plans.
The probe comes after a year of preparation from the FTC and amid a flurry of action from the Biden administration as it seeks to cement its impact before stepping aside for president-elect Donald Trump.
Under Biden appointee Lina Khan, the FTC has taken an aggressive run at Big Tech, suing to try to stop large mergers and investigating a string of companies for alleged antitrust infractions.
Biden's Justice Department has also brought lawsuits against Big Tech, and proposed earlier this month that a federal judge should force Google to sell off its Chrome browser after he ruled in August that Google held an illegal monopoly in internet search.
Spokespeople for Microsoft and the FTC declined to comment. Bloomberg News earlier reported that the agency had sent a request for information to Microsoft.
Trump has not made clear what his plans for the FTC and the Justice Department's investigations and lawsuits regarding Big Tech will be. Tech analysts and executives widely expect him to fire Khan, who is unpopular with tech leaders and investors.
Elon Musk posted on X before the election that Khan would "be fired soon." Trump has not named his pick for FTC chair.
Trump has lashed out major tech companies for years, accusing companies such as Meta and Google of censoring conservative voices and trying to work against him.
Brendan Carr, Trump's pick to head the Federal Communications Commission, said last week he wants to "smash the censorship cartel," referring to large social media platforms, which kicked Trump off their platforms in the wake of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol but later reinstated his accounts.
At the same time, Trump is expected to institute a lighter touch in some areas of tech regulation, including cryptocurrency, acquisitions and restrictions on AI.
The Biden administration's investigation into Microsoft comes nearly 25 years after the Justice Department sued the company in the late 1990s. Though that did not lead to a breakup of the company, tech historians and analysts say it reined in Microsoft enough that it allowed new companies such as Google to get ahead in developing the potential of the internet.
Microsoft survived and has pushed its way back into the Big Tech pantheon. It is currently the world's third-most-valuable company after Apple and AI chipmaker Nvidia.
Microsoft's cloud business is the second largest in the world after that of Amazon and shapes the daily experience of billions of people through its PC operating systems and office software. The Windows maker's multibillion-dollar partnership with ChatGPT maker OpenAI also gives it a key position in the race to build and sell the best AI tools.
Microsoft is not the FTC's only new target as the Biden administration prepares to cede power. The agency is also investigating ride-hailing company Uber over whether its Uber One subscription product violated consumer protection laws, said a person familiar with the probe, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private information.
Customers have complained that the product is difficult to cancel, the person said. A spokesperson for Uber disputed that. "Uber One members can easily cancel their membership in the app -- in fact, the majority of those cancellations take 20 seconds or less," the Uber spokesperson said.
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Interpol arrests 1,000 cybercrime suspects across Africa
Operation Serengeti -- led by Interpol and Afripol, the African Union's policing organization -- targeted online scams. Arrests were made in 19 countries.
By Kelsey Baker | 2024-11-27

Interpol announced the cybercrime arrests this week in cases linked to nearly $193 million. (Olivier Chassignole/AFP/Getty Images)


More than 1,000 people suspected of cybercrimes were arrested in 19 African countries between September and October, Interpol announced Tuesday.
Operation Serengeti -- led by Interpol and Afripol, the African Union's policing organization -- targeted people suspected of cybercrimes, including those using ransomware, digital extortion, online scams and phishing schemes.
More than 35,000 victims were identified, with cases linked to nearly $193 million in financial losses worldwide, Interpol said.
"From multilevel marketing scams to credit card fraud on an industrial scale, the increasing volume and sophistication of cybercrime attacks is of serious concern," said Valdecy Urquiza, Interpol's secretary general.
According to Interpol's report on its operation, officers in Kenya arrested nearly two dozen people linked to $8.6 million in credit card fraud. Eight people, including five Chinese nationals, were arrested in Senegal on charges related to an online Ponzi scheme with over 1,800 victims. And authorities in Nigeria arrested a man suspected of orchestrating online investment scams related to cryptocurrency, who is believed to have profited over $300,000.
As part of Interpol's operation, authorities in Cameroon also arrested a group suspected of trafficking people from seven countries; the victims were forced by this group to run a multilevel marketing scam, according to Interpol's statement. The trafficking victims were lured in by promises of employment, but once in Cameroon, they were held captive and coerced into luring others into the scheme to gain their freedom.
Many people who work in online scam operations are trafficking victims, according to a U.N. report. Earlier this month, Interpol officials discovered several other cases in Africa involving trafficking victims suffering "physical and psychological abuse" who were forced to work in pyramid schemes.
"Cybercrime is a major challenge facing the world," World Cyber Crime Index researchers wrote, "with the most sober cost estimates in the hundreds of millions, but with high-end estimates in the trillions."
Some cyber-based extortion incidents have even led to death. Others have used artificial intelligence to impersonate uniformed and deployed military personnel, preying on lonely victims seeking romance for money.
According to the World Cybercrime Index, the majority of cybercrime originates from Russia, Ukraine, China, the United States and Nigeria.
"Operation Serengeti shows what we can achieve by working together," said Urquiza. "We know that this is just the tip of the iceberg, which is why we will continue targeting these criminal groups worldwide."
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Ohio puts new limits on bathroom use by trans students in schools, colleges
Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine signed a bill Wednesday that will ban transgender students from using multi-stall bathrooms that align with their gender identities.
By Anumita Kaur | 2024-11-28

Under the new Ohio law, schools also cannot open a multi-person facility that is designated as gender neutral. (Keith Myers/AP)


Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine signed a bill Wednesday that will ban transgender students from using multi-stall bathrooms that align with their gender identities, nearly a year after lawmakers banned gender affirming care for minors.
Trans rights advocates have decried the latest legislation for continuing to curb transgender people's safety and liberty in the state, while proponents of the move argue it ensures the safety of girls and women.
The bathroom bill passed the state house 60-31 in June and the state senate 24-7 this month along party lines; Republicans control both chambers. The law, which goes into effect in 90 days, applies to kindergarten through higher education institutions and places Ohio among at least 14 other states that dictate what bathrooms transgender people may use.
"We are incredibly disheartened by the Ohio General Assembly's continuous attacks against transgender and gender non-conforming individuals across Ohio. Senate Bill 104 is a cruel invasion of students' rights to privacy," said Jocelyn Rosnick, policy director for the Ohio American Civil Liberties Union in a statement. "This bill ignores the material reality that transgender people endure higher rates of sexual violence and assaults, particularly while using public restrooms, than people who are not transgender."
"All Ohioans deserve to access the facilities they need, in alignment with their gender identity, without fear of harassment or bullying," Rosnick said.
DeWine's office declined to comment. State Sen. Jerry Cerino (R), who co-sponsored the bill, told The Washington Post that the statute protects girls and women.
"This is about common sense and public safety. We should not be allowing transitioning people or people who are identifying as girls in the girls' locker rooms and bathrooms," Cerino said. "That's the way it was until recently. This going back to the way it was, that worked."
Cerino added that the law is not meant to be anti-trans. He said he was not aware of any incidents in an Ohio bathroom in which a girl's or woman's safety was threatened, but said he had read national reports of incidents elsewhere in the country.
The Protect All Students Act requires K-12 and college institutions to ensure multi-person restrooms, locker rooms and shower areas are used exclusively by either "students of the male biological sex only or by students of the female biological sex only."
Schools cannot open a multi-person facility that is designated as gender neutral under the law.
The new law comes as Ohio's gender-affirming care ban is officially in effect. State lawmakers passed the bill in January, and after facing legal challenges, a judge upheld the law in August, blocking Ohio families of trans youth from accessing treatments to support gender-affirming care such as puberty blockers and hormone therapy. DeWine also issued an executive order in January that mandated that more medical providers be involved in providing gender-affirming care for patients of any age, which applies to adults following the ban for minors.
Trans rights advocates have argued that the flurry of new statutes have made Ohio among the least friendly states for trans people. At least 100 families of trans youth have moved out of Ohio since January, according to TransOhio, an advocacy group.
Restrictions on gender transition care, bans on trans girls participating in girls' sports and bathroom bills targeting trans people have swept red-state legislatures across the nation, and in Congress, Republicans have long pushed anti-trans bills. Many members of the trans community are braced for more attacks on their rights come January as the GOP takes control of the House, Senate and White House.
Rep. Nancy Mace, the South Carolina Republican, introduced a resolution last week to ban transgender individuals in the U.S. Capitol from using bathrooms that align with their gender identity, two weeks after Democrat Sarah McBride of Delaware became the first openly trans person elected to Congress.
As a candidate, President-elect Donald Trump repeatedly promised to drive "transgender insanity" out of schools and has vowed to prevent transgender girls playing on girls' and women's athletic teams.
Dara Adkison, the executive director of TransOhio, said the coming months will be an "uphill battle."
"With everything happening at the federal level, we are only expecting these statehouse extremists to feel more emboldened," Adkison said. "It is a travesty of justice and equity and a stain upon this state. Our trans students and educators deserve so much better. ... Trans people have been a part of Ohio long before it was Ohio, and we always will be."
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This viral Dollar Tree Thanksgiving dinner is helping people on a budget
This Thanksgiving, Rebecca Chobat, who runs the TikTok account Dollar Tree Dinners, made a meal for $20. The video has gone viral for helping those in need. 
By Marie Sanford | 2024-11-28

Rebecca Chobat posts TikTok videos about shopping for meal ingredients at the discount chain Dollar Tree. (iStock)


Rebecca Chobat is a connoisseur of her local Dollar Tree.
The savvy chef on a budget runs the TikTok account Dollar Tree Dinners, where she makes hearty meals for those looking to stretch their money a little further -- her latest series was on how to make five meals for four people on just $50. But she surpassed expectations when she posted a video about how to make Thanksgiving dinner for only $20 using Dollar Tree ingredients.
In the video posted Saturday, Chobat holds up a $20 bill in front of her local Dollar Tree before claiming that the resultant meal -- fried mac and cheese bites, a Thanksgiving casserole and caramel apple pie sugar cookie bars -- was the "best Thanksgiving dinner that I have ever made."
The video has more than 8 million views. To Chobat's many fans, the holiday spread was heartwarming and informative at a time when the economy is technically booming, yet everyday Americans are still struggling with pandemic-related inflation.
"It's just me and my son, I'm about to have surgery so finances are incredibly tight. Thank you SO MUCH for this!!!" wrote one viewer.
"I just wanna say, as a woman who used to be so ashamed that my childhood Thanksgivings came from the dollar store or food drives, this is beautiful to see you helping others!" wrote another.

Rebecca Chobat showed TikTok how to make a three-course Thanksgiving dinner using ingredients from Dollar Tree. The outpouring of support was enormous.


Jorge Barraza, an associate professor of psychology at the University of Southern California, said the video demonstrates empathy at a time of economic uncertainty.
"We were told by economists that this is actually a prosperous time, but not everybody is benefiting from that," he said. Even for those who are financially secure, the video shows "that there is an understanding that people are hurting economically."
Costs associated with Thanksgiving dinner are down 5 percent since last year, according to the annual American Farm Bureau Federation Thanksgiving dinner survey. The survey cited low demand for turkey, which accounts for 44 percent of the meal's cost, as the biggest factor in the lower price. The price of sweet potatoes, frozen vegetables, pie ingredients and whole milk also dropped.
When adjusted for inflation, today's meal for 10 would be "the least expensive Thanksgiving meal in the 39-year history of the AFBF Thanksgiving survey, other than the outlier of 2020," according to the report.
However, Barraza said big-picture economics don't always reflect how consumers feel -- especially when factoring in other costs associated with the holidays, such as travel and gifts. In the face of financial anxieties, Chobat's videos give consumers alternative holiday feast options.
"We don't think about Dollar Tree -- especially those who haven't shopped at a Dollar Tree -- as a store where you can get food and make something like the things that she's making," Barraza said.
Chobat's videos also dispel the ideas, propagated by food influencers on social media, that cooking needs to be a laborious process or that dishes need to be ornately decorated, Barraza said. In particular, Chobat's casserole dish provides a meal option that may not be pretty but is filling and inexpensive.
"I don't need to have a fancy kitchen. I don't need to have fancy ingredients, and I can make something that's going to be good and it's going to be comforting and it's going to be nostalgic," he said.
Since she posted the video, Chobat said, Dollar Tree Dinners gained about 300,000 new followers. Much of the traffic is because of a shoutout from creator Caleb Demeny, posting under the name CalebCooks, who described visiting a dollar store and seeing a woman with three young kids buying the exact ingredients used in Chobat's Thanksgiving meal.
"The Dollar Tree Meal lady is a wholesome creator, and I want her to know that her videos do help people," Demeny said in his video, which has nearly 28 million views.
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Postal worker saves man who fell, will spend Thanksgiving with him
"Whatever emergency he was going through, we were going to go through it together," said Jaylen Lockhart, a USPS employee. 
By Sydney Page | 2024-11-27

Jaylen Lockhart, 26, a U.S. postal worker in Aurora, Illinois, recently rescued a 75-year-old man who fell while walking his dog. (Jaylen Lockhart)


Jaylen Lockhart, a U.S. postal worker in Aurora, Illinois, was driving on his regular route when he spotted a man in his rearview mirror who seemed wobbly.
"He seemed to be walking off-balance," said Lockhart, 26. Then suddenly, "he fell and hit his head...he faceplanted on the ground."
Lockhart turned on his hazard lights and did a sharp U-turn. He sprinted toward the man, Guy Miller, 75, who was on a walk with his dog, Bentley, when he fell.
"I dropped his treat bag on the ground, and I bent over to pick it up," Miller said. "About the same time I bent over, he lunged at a squirrel. I lost my balance and hit the ground."
Lockhart watched the unsettling scene unfold.
"I just saw that he fell really hard, and I'm thinking to myself, 'Whatever emergency he was going through, we were going to go through it together,'" Lockhart said. "I was not just going to keep driving. I knew that I had to be hands-on and help him."
Lockhart waved down two vehicles that drove by and asked if they could help, too. The drivers got out of their cars and ran toward them.
"I noticed there was a lot of blood," said Lockhart, adding that they tried applying pressure to the wound on his head using napkins and someone's spare T-shirt.
Lockhart asked Miller some questions to check on his cognitive condition. He asked for his name, the day of the week and his address.
Once it was clear that Miller seemed lucid, Lockhart got back in his truck and drove to the address Miller gave him, about a block away, so he could notify Miller's wife about what happened. The other bystanders stayed with Miller and his dog.
"Bentley was very calm throughout everything," said Lockhart. "He stayed right by his side."
Lockhart informed Miller's wife, Marcia, about the fall, and she followed him in her own car to her husband.
"It was very scary," said Marcia Miller, who was babysitting her 2-year-old grandchild at the time. "Jaylen waited for me while I got my grandson in his car seat."
Once they got to Guy Miller, Lockhart helped him into his wife's car.
"I started crying when I saw him because it was heartbreaking," Marcia Miller said. "He was definitely dazed to the point where he could not get himself up."
Given that Guy Miller seemingly had minor wounds and bruises, his wife took him home and called their daughter, a nurse, to come examine him.
"He's diabetic, so he bleeds easily. It looked much worse than once we got it cleaned off," Marcia Miller said, adding that their daughter determined he did not have a concussion and did not need to go to the hospital for further treatment.
"Things were okay," Guy Miller said.

Guy Miller, 75, with Lockhart. (Courtesy of Jaylen Lockhart)


The Millers were blown away by Lockhart.
"To go to the extent that he did to take care of Guy, to wipe his face, to come to my house to find me so that Guy would have family with him, what kind of person does that?" Marcia Miller said. "In today's society, we're so busy, we're fearful. When you knock on a stranger's door, you don't know who is behind that door."
The following morning, on Nov. 17, Lockhart woke up to hundreds of notifications on his phone. The Millers' daughter, Ashley Roberts, had posted a screenshot of the Ring camera footage of Lockhart at her parents' front door in a local Facebook group and wrote, "Aurora help me find this sweet postman!"
"He went above and beyond for my dad," she wrote. "Anyone know him?!"
After being alerted to the post, Lockhart reached out to Roberts, who asked him to meet him in person.
"I was like, 'Hey, well, come on over,'" said Lockhart, explaining that Roberts and her mother stopped by his apartment that day to thank him for what he did.
That's when Marcia Miller invited Lockhart and his family -- including his girlfriend, Sydney Rehm, and their 1-year-old daughter, Lennyn -- for Thanksgiving, and he graciously accepted the invite.

Lockhart with his girlfriend, Sydney Rehm, and their 1-year-old daughter, Lennyn. (Courtesy of Jaylen Lockhart)


"The bond had already formed in our hearts because of a deeper level of care that he showed in this crisis," Marcia Miller said. "As soon as we met him, it was like we were family, and I asked, 'What are you doing for Thanksgiving?'"
Guy Miller has recovered from the fall, and as a precaution, he has an upcoming appointment with a neurologist to ensure there are no underlying issues that caused him to be off-balance.
Last week at the annual Aurora Winter Lights Fest, Lockhart received the Mayor's Award of Service and helped light the city's official Christmas tree. He was also honored Tuesday at an Aurora City Council meeting. The mayor of Aurora declared Aug. 29 -- Lockhart's birthday -- as "Jaylen Lockhart Day" in the city.
"Jaylen's quick-thinking, selfless actions helped to save the day," the city of Aurora wrote in a Facebook post.

Lockhart with Richard Irvin, mayor of Aurora. (Courtesy of Jaylen Lockhart)


The story, which was first reported by NBC 5 Chicago, has reached people across the internet.
"What the world is looking for is some kindness and some care," said Marcia Miller.
Lockhart said since Guy Miller's fall, he and the Miller family have been in touch every day. His girlfriend has also become friends with Miller's daughter.
"We've got a group chat now," Lockhart said. "We've all formed a bond; it's just been great."

Guy and Marcia Miller and Jaylen Lockhart attend an Aurora City Council meeting Tuesday. The mayor of Aurora declared Aug. 29 -- Lockhart's birthday -- as "Jaylen Lockhart Day" in the city. (Courtesy of Jaylen Lockhart)


He and his family are looking forward to Thanksgiving.
"We're all going to come together, put our phones down and just enjoy a nice meal together," Lockhart said.
In fact, Lockhart's family and the Millers are already planning ahead for future festivities together.
"We'll be doing Christmas there," Lockhart said.
"This isn't the end; this is just the beginning of a longtime friendship, family relationship," Marcia Miller said. "It is just incredible."
The Millers said they are especially grateful this Thanksgiving.
"I gained a friend out of all of this," Guy Miller said.
Lockhart, who has worked for the U.S. Postal Service for about a year, said although the incident that brought the families together was unfortunate, he feels lucky to have the Millers in his life.
"It's really been a blessing," he said. "I never expected any of this."
Lockhart hopes that his story will remind people to lend a hand whenever an opportunity arises.
"No matter where you are, no matter what you're doing, you always have time to stop and help," he said. "Beautiful things can happen."
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Live Briefing: Lebanon cease-fire holds; Israel warns residents of southern villages not to return
Israeli tank and artillery fire struck several villages, Lebanon's state media reported, as the Israeli military warned civilians not to return to the area.
By Louisa Loveluck, Adela Suliman, Frances Vinall, John Hudson, Adam Taylor, Abbie Cheeseman | 2024-11-28
The Israeli military opened fire on at least a half-dozen locations in southern Lebanon on Thursday, a spokesman and Lebanese state media said, marring the second day of a U.S.-brokered cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah militants.
Details of the attacks, and their human toll, were scant. The Israeli military said it had launched an airstrike on what it described as a storage site for medium-range rockets, but did not say where it was located in relation to the Litani River. Hezbollah has agreed to dismantle its military infrastructure and activities south of the river.
Lebanon's National News Agency also reported Israeli tank or artillery fire in the areas of Marakaba, where two people were wounded, Wazzani, Taybeh, Khiam, Marjeyoun and Kfarshouba. The Israel Defense Forces said several "suspects" had been identified arriving in vehicles to areas in southern Lebanon, describing their presence as having breached the conditions of the cease-fire. The IDF did not give specific locations.
As the guns fell silent Wednesday morning, the roads to southern Lebanon were packed with carloads of anxious and exhausted families trying to return to the villages and towns they had fled. The Israeli military remains in the area but has agreed to withdraw over 60 days. The Lebanese army and the U.N. Interim Force in Lebanon will be responsible for security, under the deal brokered by the United States and France.
The Israeli military on Thursday told Lebanese citizens not to move south of the Litani River between 5 p.m. local time and 7 a.m. the following day. In a map posted on X by army spokesman Avichay Adraee, dozens of villages between the river and the Israeli border were marked in red. "Anyone who moves south of this line" -- the river -- "puts himself in danger," he warned.
Heba Farouk Mahfouz and Hazem Balousha contributed to this report.
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Russia rains missiles on Ukraine after Trump names new envoy to conflict
There was a cautious note of optimism among some Ukrainians for Gen. Keith Kellogg's past supportive remarks for Ukraine to defend itself. 
By Isabelle Khurshudyan | 2024-11-28

People take shelter inside a metro station during a Russian military strike on Kyiv on Thursday. (Alina Smutko/Reuters)


KYIV -- Hours after President-elect Donald Trump appointed a new special envoy to tackle a top campaign promise of ending the war between Russia and Ukraine, Russia fired a new barrage of missiles at Ukraine's power grid, plunging parts of the country back into darkness.
Moscow's missile attack Thursday morning -- which consisted of 199 missiles and drones, according to Ukraine's military -- largely targeted the energy infrastructure in western Ukraine, and at least 1 million people experienced power cuts as a result, according to local officials.
Russia's almost nightly bombardment has Ukrainians reacting skeptically to Trump's claims that he intends to bring a prompt end to the nearly three-year-old full-scale war once he takes office. There was, however, a degree of cautious optimism to his naming of retired Army Gen. Keith Kellogg as special envoy for Ukraine and Russia, because of the general's past expressions of support for Kyiv.
Kellogg argued in a Fox News interview last week that President Joe Biden's recent approval for Ukraine to use U.S.-provided longer-range missiles for deeper strikes into Russia -- something Biden had denied Ukraine for months despite its pleas -- was a positive development and has "actually given Trump more leverage."
Tymofiy Mylovanov, a former economy minister and head of the Kyiv School of Economics, said on X that "Ukrainians respond positively so far," and noted that Kellogg expressed support for arming the country after he last visited.

Residents walk past generators supplying electricity to a cafe during a power outage in Lviv, in western Ukraine, on Thursday. (Yuriy Dyachyshyn/AFP/Getty Images)


But other public proposals by Kellogg, including one published in April, advocating for cease-fire negotiations that would see Ukraine agree to not join NATO for the foreseeable future and give up trying to militarily regain its occupied land, have been rejected by Ukraine.
Mustafa Nayyem, a Ukrainian lawmaker, said Kellogg's proposed plan, which he expects will be revised, "already raises significant concerns. The concessions to Russia on which it is based merely encourage further aggression and increase the risk of new violations."
Trump has largely declined to provide details on his strategy for winding down the war, and some Ukrainian officials monitored his earlier campaign rhetoric with concern that he would be too deferential to Russia in any peace negotiations. Kellogg was chief of staff for the National Security Council during Trump's first term.
Less than a month after Trump's election, Ukrainian officials have closely monitored Trump's picks for his cabinet for a sense of how he might handle the war. Though people in Kyiv were critical of Trump's messaging about Ukraine during his campaign, officials were privately optimistic that Trump's unpredictability once elected would be a welcome change from Biden's cautious strategy toward parceling out U.S. assistance.
Some Ukrainians, including officials, also hit back Thursday at the Biden administration for a suggestion that Kyiv should lower its minimum draft age to 18 to mobilize more men to fight. President Volodymyr Zelensky approved lowering the conscription age to 25 this year, but he and other lawmakers have resisted reducing it further because Ukraine risks a demographic crisis if too many of its young men are military casualties.
Influential activist and military volunteer Maria Berlinska wrote on Facebook that she was against the call to mobilize younger men. She has previously advocated for Ukraine to draft women, which the country isn't doing.
"Ukraine has been losing its best, strongest, and most motivated people," she said. "Sending yesterday's schoolchildren to the front -- those who haven't yet seen life -- is both unwise and unjust."
Zelensky communications adviser Dmytro Lytvyn wrote on X: "It doesn't make sense to see calls for Ukraine to lower the [mobilization] age, presumably in order to draft more people, when we can see that previously announced equipment is not arriving on time. Because of these delays, Ukraine lacks weapons to equip already mobilized soldiers."
The transition between U.S. presidential administrations comes at a precarious time for Ukraine, whose soldiers are exhausted trying to contain months of Moscow's advances along the eastern front. Russia's gains, which coincided with Kyiv's surprise offensive to occupy Russia's western Kursk region, have led to some of the most rapid territorial losses Ukraine has experienced since 2022, analysts have said.
Serhiy Morgunov contributed to this report.
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Missing hiker found alive after 50 days in Canadian wilderness
Sam Benastick, 20, went missing after going on a solo camping trip in a remote park in the Rocky Mountains. Police suspended the search operation in late October.
By Vivian Ho | 2024-11-28

(IanMcD/Getty Images)


On Oct. 7, Sam Benastick headed into British Columbia's Redfern-Keily Provincial Park, a remote slice of wilderness deep in the Canadian Rocky Mountains, for 10 days of solo camping, hiking and fishing.
The 20-year-old ended up spending 50 days in the Canadian backcountry, surviving below-freezing temperatures and rough mountainous terrain while search crews, helicopter teams and local volunteers took to the air and ground in a vast effort to find him. Police suspended its search and rescue operation for Benastick in late October, though efforts to find him continued on social media.
On Tuesday, two men heading into work near the Redfern Lake trail stumbled upon Benastick and recognized him as the missing hiker for whom people were searching, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police said in a statement Wednesday. The two men alerted the authorities and Benastick was taken to a hospital.
"Finding Sam alive is the absolute best outcome. After all the time he was missing, it was feared that this was would not be the outcome," Cpl. Madonna Saunderson said in the statement.
Benastick said he stayed in his car for "a couple of days," according to police, before walking to a creek on the mountainside, where he camped for about 10 to 15 days. He later built a shelter in a dried-out creek bed, police said.
The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation reported, citing the manager of a nearby inn who spoke to rescuers, that Benastick had cut up his sleeping bag to wrap around his legs for warmth and was supporting himself with two walking sticks when he approached the two workers who found him.
Benastick nearly collapsed of weakness when he was taken to an ambulance, the CBC added, citing the inn manager, Mike Reid. Authorities did not release many details about his condition, but the CBC aired a photo of Benastick recovering in a hospital bed.
Benastick's family reported him missing on Oct. 19, police said. Aerial photos from the Kamloops Search and Rescue showed search helicopters flying over snow-covered terrain and icy lakes in the shadow of towering mountains.
On its website, Redfern-Keily Provincial Park warns visitors to be prepared for rapidly changing weather as well as possible grizzly and black bear encounters. The park also warns that there is no potable water and very little shelter at the park. It was not immediately clear what weather and elements Benastick encountered during his time in the wilderness.
Other search and rescue teams joined in the search efforts, including the Canadian Rangers -- a subset of the Canadian Armed Forces reserves that work out of the country's remote and isolated regions -- and "many local volunteers with extensive backcountry knowledge of the area," the RCMP said.
"The time, effort and resources put in to locate Sam from the time of notification he was missing was beyond measure," the RCMP said in the statement. "We are thankful for the great outcome."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/11/28/missing-hiker-found-canada-sam-benastick/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



China announces top military official is under investigation
The suspension of Miao Hua, one of China's highest-ranking military officials, marks an escalation in leader Xi Jinping's campaign to tackle corruption.
By Christian Shepherd, Katrina Northrop | 2024-11-28

Miao Hua, head of the powerful political work department of China's Central Military Commission since 2017, arrives in North Korea in 2019. (Cha Song Ho/AP)


One of China's highest-ranking military officials is under investigation for "serious discipline violations," Beijing announced Thursday, using a common euphemism for corruption.
The announcement marks a notable escalation in Chinese leader Xi Jinping's campaign to tackle the long-standing graft that has reached the top rungs of the Chinese army.
The Chinese Communist Party decided to suspend Admiral Miao Hua -- who has headed the powerful political work department of its Central Military Commission since 2017 -- pending an investigation, Wu Qian, a Defense Ministry spokesman, said at a news briefing Thursday.
Xi has promised to stamp out bribery and disloyalty among the military's top brass, warning of a "seriously polluted political environment" that has damaged its image.
A clear-out has been going on for more than a year and has netted dozens of generals and other high-ranking officials, including the last two defense ministers -- Li Shangfu and Wei Fenghe -- who were expelled from the Communist Party in June.
Many of those who have disappeared or been dismissed were connected to procurement of weapons or to the Rocket Force, which oversees China's expanding arsenal of nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles.
Miao's downfall indicates that Xi is far from finished with his efforts to bring the People's Liberation Army in line.
Daniel Mattingly, associate professor of political science at Yale University, described the move as "remarkable."
"Xi Jinping is clearly laser-focused on making the PLA less corrupt and more capable and professional, and he has the institutional power and personal prestige to keep sacking these top generals without meeting real blowback," Mattingly said.
Thursday's announcement follows a report in the Financial Times this week that Defense Minister Dong Jun, who has been in the role for less than a year, was also under investigation.
On Thursday, China's Defense Ministry dismissed the Financial Times article, which cited anonymous U.S. officials, as "pure fabrication."
Asked who was currently defense minister, spokesman Wu called the question "nonsensical" and added, "I just said 'Minister Dong Jun' many times."
Dong was at a regional defense meeting in Laos last week, where he declined to meet with U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin. The Pentagon called the snub "unfortunate" at a time when military tensions remain high in the South China Sea and around Taiwan, the island democracy Beijing claims as its own.
The pair first met in May, which was also the first top-level meeting of American and Chinese military officials in the past two years.
Before their most recent promotions, Miao and Dong held senior positions in the navy, a branch of the military that had been mostly spared in the crackdown until now.
Miao was widely seen by experts on Chinese politics as having backed Dong's ascension.
Drew Thompson, an expert on the Chinese military at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore, said Miao's position as head of political work on the Central Military Commission made him more powerful than Dong or his two predecessors.
Under the Chinese system, defense ministers act primarily as a point of contact with other countries' militaries and do not control budgets or command forces.
Because the Chinese military is the armed wing of the Communist Party, the removal of its most senior political officer is very serious, Thompson said.
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Three Americans wrongfully detained in China released in prisoner swap
Americans Mark Swidan, Kai Li and John Leung would soon be reunited with their families in the United States after years in prison in China, the White House said.
By Michael Birnbaum, Cate Cadell | 2024-11-28

Harrison Li holds a photo of his father, Kai Li, in 2023. (Jeff Chiu/AP)


The Biden administration and China have carried out a prisoner swap, a senior U.S. official said Wednesday, securing the release of three Americans who the U.S. government has long said were wrongfully detained by Beijing.
Americans Mark Swidan, Kai Li and John Leung were en route back to the United States on Wednesday, the White House said, capping months of diplomatic pressure on China and securing a win for the Biden administration in its waning time in office.
"Soon they will return and be reunited with their families for the first time in many years," the White House said in a statement. It said no other Americans are wrongfully detained in China. The senior U.S. official spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy.
Four Chinese citizens were released in the United States in return, the Chinese Foreign Ministry said Thursday: three who were "wrongfully detained" and one "fugitive."
The three Americans have been the focus of high-level discussions for months, including most recently a direct conversation between President Joe Biden and Chinese leader Xi Jinping this month at a summit in Peru. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and national security adviser Jake Sullivan also pressed their Chinese counterparts in meetings in recent months.
The swap is a goodbye gift to Biden and an olive branch to President-elect Donald Trump so Beijing could facilitate more leader-to-leader communications during Trump's second term, said Zhao Minghao, deputy director of the Center for American Studies at Fudan University in Shanghai.
"For China, a new playbook has already been opened ahead of Trump's official comeback. China is doing all it can to preempt a bad start," Zhao said.
Among the three Americans who were released was Swidan, 49, a Texas businessman who was arrested by Chinese authorities in November 2012 on drug-related charges. His trial, marred by prolonged delays and questionable evidence, lasted more than five years before he was sentenced to death in 2019. In 2020, a Chinese court granted a two-year reprieve, effectively suspending the sentence but leaving Swidan in limbo. That same year, the U.N. Working Group on Arbitrary Detention declared him a wrongful detainee, citing significant concerns about due process in his case.
Li, a naturalized U.S. citizen and retired businessman, was detained in 2016 upon arriving at Shanghai's Pudong International Airport. Chinese authorities accused him of espionage, and after a secretive trial in 2018 he was sentenced to 10 years in prison. Advocates have repeatedly called attention to the lack of transparency in his case, describing it as politically motivated amid worsening U.S.-China relations.
Leung, a 79-year-old American citizen with permanent residency in Hong Kong, was detained in 2021, charged with espionage and sentenced last year to life in prison after an opaque trial.
Leung's case took a rare public turn when China's Ministry of State Security issued a social media post late last year detailing allegations against him. The post claimed Leung had been recruited by U.S. intelligence agencies in 1989 and had spent decades spying on Chinese officials and diplomats traveling to the United States.
Espionage and national security trials in China are shrouded in secrecy, with foreign diplomats and observers barred from attending proceedings. The country's judicial system boasts a conviction rate exceeding 99 percent, leaving defendants with little hope of acquittal once charged.
The White House did not say whom it was freeing in exchange for the U.S. citizens.
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said Thursday that three Chinese citizens "who had been wrongfully detained by the U.S. government" had returned home, along with a "fugitive who was at large in the U.S. for years."
She did not provide any further details about their identities, although it is not unusual for China to withhold the names of their nationals traded in such swaps.
"I'd like to reiterate that China consistently opposes the suppression and persecution of Chinese citizens by the U.S. side out of political considerations," Mao said. "China will continue to take necessary measures, as always, to resolutely safeguard the legitimate interests of our citizens."
The Chinese government would also "continue efforts to repatriate fugitives and recover criminals, to hunt for those who have fled abroad, and chase them wherever they go," she said.
Prisoner swaps between the United States and China are rare. In September, American pastor David Lin was freed after nearly two decades in Chinese detention, coinciding with the release of Xiaolei Wu, a Chinese student convicted in the United States for threatening pro-democracy activists. Neither government confirmed the releases were part of a swap.
Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said Wednesday that he had been pushing U.S. and Chinese authorities for years for the release of Li, whose family lives in Huntington, New York.
"Even when it felt like there was no hope, we never stopped believing that one day Mr. Li would return home," Schumer said in a statement.
Lyric Li in Seoul contributed to this report.
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Photos show record-breaking South Korea snowfall
Seoul on Thursday saw its heaviest November snowfall in more than 100 years, as traffic snarled and flights ground to a halt.
By Jintak Han, Ben Noll | 2024-11-28
A record-setting blanket of early snow covered South Korea this week, snarling traffic, grounding flights and creating a winter wonderland of forests that were still vibrant with fall foliage.
Seoul on Thursday saw its heaviest November daily snow since the Korea Meteorological Administration began keeping records in 1907, and third-heaviest for any month, at 28.6 cm, or 11.26 inches, the weather agency said.

Cars move slowly on a snow-covered road in southern Seoul on Wednesday. (Yonhap/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)



Pedestrians walk under umbrellas in Gwanghwamun Plaza in Seoul. (Anthony Wallace/AFP/Getty Images)



A child walks across a snow-covered playground in Goyang, South Korea. (Jung Yeon-Je/AFP/Getty Images)


The snowstorm began on Tuesday night and quickly picked up strength. By Wednesday morning, it had already broken the November record as airlines started delaying and canceling flights at Incheon International Airport. The government declared heavy snow advisories and warnings across much of the country. Snow continued into Thursday morning.

Workers stand next to a snow-covered Korean Air plane parked on the tarmac at Incheon International Airport on Wednesday. (Jung Yeon-Je/AFP/Getty Images)



A man walks in front of a moored hot air balloon collecting snow in Yeouido Park in Seoul on Thursday. (Jintak Han/The Washington Post)



People walk in front of the statue of King Sejong the Great in Gwanghwamun Plaza in Seoul on Wednesday. (Anthony Wallace/AFP/Getty Images)


A warming Yellow Sea, which was 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit (2 degrees Celsius)  above average, played a role in the unusually heavy snowstorm, local media outlets reported.
A frigid lobe of the polar vortex, which typically sits closer to the North Pole, meandered southward into the region. When it met a warmer-than-average Yellow Sea and Sea of Japan, a strong storm formed, and the wide, spiraling system sent moist, Arctic air into South Korea on Thursday. That led to large amounts of snow and sleet.

Tourists in hanbok take pictures at Gyeongbokgung Palace on Wednesday. (Jintak Han/The Washington Post)



An oriental magpie sits on a tree branch in Seoul on Thursday. (Jintak Han/The Washington Post)



Snow-covered persimmons are seen in Seoul on Wednesday. (Lee Jin-man/AP)



Participants prepare kimchi during a kimchi making festival held amid snowfall at the Jogyesa Temple in Seoul on Wednesday. (Anthony Wallace/AFP/Getty Images)


Relatively warm weather also complicated South Korea's response to the snow: Temperatures danced around the freezing point for much of the storm.
Black ice from molten snow caused a massive 53-car pileup in Gangwon province, and a traffic guard in the city of Hwaseong was killed by a bus that lost traction, South Korea's Yonhap News Agency reported. Collapsing trees and structures also killed several people across the country, according to Reuters and local media.
Some parts of North Korea also saw around 4 inches of snow, according to the state broadcaster Korean Central Television.

A man walks along the Han River in Yeouido Hangang Park in Seoul on Thursday. (Jintak Han/The Washington Post)



People walk through Gwanghwamun Square amid heavy snowfall in central Seoul on Thursday. (Anthony Wallace/AFP/Getty Images)



A woman wearing a hanbok walks on the Gyeongbokgung Palace grounds on Wednesday. (Kim Hong-Ji/Reuters)
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Women despair over Taliban rules, but many Afghan returnees don't see it
Afghans living abroad are flocking back to visit relatives for the first time since the Taliban takeover. Draconian restrictions on women are not top of mind.
By Rick Noack | 2024-11-28
KABUL -- For the first time since the Taliban takeover three years ago, Afghans living outside the country have begun flocking back to their homeland, usually to visit relatives who have remained in Afghanistan.
Upon their return, few seem preoccupied by the Taliban's increasingly draconian restrictions on women -- including bans on women going to university and school above sixth grade -- or by the reluctance of many local women to leave their homes out of fear of encountering the morality police, according to interviews with residents and visitors.
Instead, many of the visitors, carrying foreign passports or visas, marvel about the sense of security and the construction of new roads under Taliban rule. They post photos of their favorite Afghan dishes, discuss business plans and shop in the Kabul airport's new duty-free store.
During a recent family trip to Kabul -- her first since the Taliban takeover three years ago after years of war -- Zahra, 34, was pleasantly surprised. "There's freedom now," said Zahra, an Afghan who lives in London. She indulged herself in shopping for gold jewelry and is already planning another trip to Afghanistan next year.
For Afghan women who have had to live under Taliban rule, the enthusiasm of visiting relatives can be puzzling and, increasingly, frustrating.
The Taliban further tightened its restrictions three months ago, even banning women from raising their voices in public. But visitors often spend so much time at relatives' homes that the absence of women in many public spaces can go unnoticed, some hosting families said in interviews. Many visitors also spend their time primarily in more affluent parts of Kabul, where enforcement by the morality police remains relatively rare.

Men working with the Vice and Virtue Ministry check the quality of gold for sale at a shop in Kabul this month; they will destroy anything that is not up to their standards. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)



A young girl watches as an officer with the Vice and Virtue Ministry patrols a mall in Kabul. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


Some of the returning Afghans actually appear drawn to life under the Taliban because their own experiences in the West have proved to be more challenging than expected.
"The quality of life in Afghanistan, especially under the Taliban, is better than in Germany," said Ali, a 65-year-old Afghan German, who recently visited the country and reconnected with a conservative culture he says he feels closer to. Like others interviewed for this story, he spoke on the condition that only his first name be published for fear of drawing unwanted scrutiny.
Some Afghan women say they no longer try to convince their cousins, uncles or aunts about how dire the situation has become, including the heightened efforts by the morality police, reinforced by many newly hired officers, to look for women who violate the regime's strict hijab mandate and other religious rules.
When her female cousins visited from Europe this year for the first time since the Taliban took power, Sadia, 24, said she struggled. "I tried to explain to them how the Taliban has destroyed all the dreams I worked so hard to achieve," she recalled. "They kept saying how happy they are here, and how safe it is now. These are the things that impact them directly."
Afghan culture dictates that relatives and guests be treated with respect, so Sadia -- like others in similar situations -- eventually gave up, she said.
"But what value does safety have when you lose all your dreams for it?" she asked.

Female shoppers at a mall in Kabul. Some Afghans visiting from abroad shop for jewelry while back in Afghanistan. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


On arrival, Kabul can be surprising for those who have been away.
Rather than the eerily empty city that locals described to their relatives abroad in the early days of Taliban rule, visitors now find a crowded capital where dismantled blast walls have revealed pomegranate trees along the roads. Most residents struggle to make a living, but anyone who can afford it is able to choose among an array of trendy restaurants. Many are so empty that each guest has a dedicated waiter.
When wide-eyed customers show up at Mirwais Sarmastzada's furniture store, he knows they're back in the country for the first time in years or decades. "Many are stunned to see such high-quality beds produced here in Afghanistan," Sarmastzada said. He said Afghans from abroad now account for 3 in 4 customers, and their number is growing.

The view from the entrance to Mirwais Sarmastzada's furniture store in Kabul. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)



Sarmastzada discusses bedroom sets for sale at his high-end Kabul furniture store. Afghans visiting from abroad account for 3 in 4 of his customers. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


The Taliban-run government has not released figures on how many foreign Afghans have visited the country since 2021, but some traders say that rising interest from abroad is offsetting weak domestic demand.
None of the people interviewed for this story said they intend to return to Afghanistan permanently. Most come back for weddings, to which Afghan families traditionally invite hundreds of relatives and guests. Others are here for extended family reunions, which last weeks and even months, or to explore business opportunities.
Over French breakfast or Turkish coffee, returning Afghans can be overheard discussing plans for the future. Habib Rahman, a 60-year-old engineer who moved to Germany over four decades ago, said he was unaware of the nightly blasts and gunshots that can be heard in central Kabul these days and that are frequently carried out by anti-Taliban groups. He feels just as safe in Kabul as in Europe, he said.
While sipping tea at a French restaurant, he recalled how he was among the many Afghans in Germany who feared the worst when the Taliban took over in August 2021. And he, like some other returnees, said he was disappointed by the newly promulgated rules, like the one banning women from raising their voices.
But also like many other visitors, his impressions are mostly positive. At most 5 percent of Afghans are unhappy, he said, based on his own conversations.

A Taliban police vehicle is seen at Qargha Lake, a park area in western Kabul where women are now banned from entering. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


For Qudsia, 53, it doesn't feel that way. After the Taliban came to power, she said she sometimes sought temporary refuge near a lake in western Kabul, away from the country's new rulers.
But when she returned there with her family this month, morality police officers were waiting. They rushed toward her and asked her to leave immediately.
"Ever since I was born, there hasn't been a darker time in this country," she said, as she climbed back into her car.
Many women say they believe that hard-liners close to the Taliban leader, Haibatullah Akhundzada, have entrenched themselves in power. Moderates have either failed to soften the regime's edicts or were never serious about doing so, these woman say.

The scenic Qargha Lake area, where women are banned from visiting. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)



Men gather on the shoreline of Qargha Lake. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


The Taliban does not deny that its grip has tightened since 2021. "The mixing of genders has been completely stopped," Saif al-Rahman Khaybar, the spokesman for the Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice that oversees the Taliban's morality police, said in an interview in Kabul this month.
Khaybar said the rules apply to all Afghan Muslims, including returnees and visitors. "We haven't encountered any challenges with them," he said.
Some Afghan women say that visiting relatives are deceived by what appears to be lax enforcement and are falling for the Taliban strategy of enforcing the rules only intermittently and counting on fear to deliver compliance.
But at times, even visiting relatives face the severe reality. When an aunt of 23-year-old Beheshta recently returned to Kabul, she was initially happy -- until she was scolded at a checkpoint for not fully covering her hair.
"After that, she rebooked her flight to leave sooner," Beheshta said. "We don't have that option."

People shop at an open-air market in Kabul earlier this month. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


Lutfullah Qasimyar contributed to this report.
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Trump, Mexican president talk border, migrant caravans amid tariff threats
Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum spoke to President-elect Donald Trump after he threatened to impose tariffs and she hinted at retaliation in a letter.
By Mary Beth Sheridan, Niha Masih | 2024-11-28

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum spoke with President-elect Donald Trump on Wednesday, days after he threatened to impose tariffs on goods imported from her country. (Isaac Esquivel/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


MEXICO CITY -- Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum assured President-elect Donald Trump in a phone call Wednesday that migrant caravans are no longer reaching the U.S.-Mexican border, after Trump's threat earlier this week to impose a 25 percent tariff on imports from her country if it could not halt irregular migrants and fentanyl from crossing the U.S. border.
"We discussed the Mexican strategy for the phenomenon of migration, and I shared that caravans are not arriving at our northern border, because we deal with them in Mexico," Sheinbaum wrote on X after the call.
She described the conversation as "excellent." Trump, posting about the call on Truth Social, his social media platform, said the conversation was "very productive."
The conciliatory tone on both sides followed a tense exchange Tuesday: In a letter, Sheinbaum responded angrily to Trump's tariff warning, threatening tariffs of her own. But they diverged in how they described the conversation.
Trump said Sheinbaum had agreed to "stop Migration through Mexico," which would mean "effectively closing our Southern Border." In a second post he said this would be come into effect immediately, prompting another tweet from Sheinbaum in which she said: "Mexico's stance is not to close borders but to build bridges," adding that her country would offer assistance to migrants, including caravans, before they could reach the northern border.
Earlier this week, Trump wrote: "Right now a Caravan coming from Mexico, composed of thousands of people, seems to be unstoppable in its quest to come through our currently Open Border."
While migrants routinely form caravans in southernmost Mexico to move through dangerous areas where they could be kidnapped, the caravans typically only travel a few days before they're disbanded by Mexican authorities. Not a single big migrant caravan has made it to the U.S. border in at least six years.
Mexico's aggressive push to detain migrants this year has helped drive down the number of apprehensions at the U.S. border by 75 percent since December.
While Mexico's economy is heavily dependent on trade with the United States, the United States relies on Mexican imports for cars, machinery, food and much more. Mexican Economy Secretary Marcelo Ebrard on Wednesday said major U.S. companies producing in Mexico, particularly the auto industry, would feel the impact of tariffs. Ebrard said an estimated 400,000 U. S. jobs could be affected.
Sheinbaum said she and Trump also discussed increasing security cooperation. The relationship has been strained lately over a secret operation in which a top Mexican narcotics trafficker whisked a legendary drug lord, Ismael "El Mayo" Zambada, out of the country and into U.S. custody. Mexico has been angered that it wasn't informed of the plan in advance.
Masih reported from Seoul.
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In Beirut suburb, streets come back to life but the future is uncertain
Restaurants in Beirut's Dahiyeh reopened, clothes shop owners redressed mannequins and produce sellers emerged with carts of fresh vegetables.
By Abbie Cheeseman | 2024-11-28

A destroyed building in the southern suburbs of Beirut on Wednesday. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post) 


DAHIYEH, Lebanon -- It was a day of triumph for residents in Beirut's southern suburbs, just hours after a cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah went into effect. Bullets rained down from celebratory gunfire and the militant group's bright yellow flags waved from the cars of people returning home.
This area near the capital, where Hezbollah holds sway, was battered by Israeli airstrikes as the conflict escalated over the past two months. It was where Israel killed the Shiite militant group's leader, Hasan Nasrallah, and where the military's near-nightly evacuation orders forced residents to flee their homes in the dark.
And while the war may have cost Hezbollah its leaders, killed thousands of people and caused destruction across Lebanon, the prospect of an Israeli withdrawal under the terms of the U.S.-backed cease-fire agreement was seen here only as a win.
Abir Jaber, a mother of five, was giggling Wednesday as she settled back into her apartment in the Chiyah area of Dahiyeh. "Thank God, you're alive!" she yelled out of her broken front door to each of the neighbors that trundled their belongings back into the building. "I feel like I am flying above the clouds, I am so happy to be home," she said.
For much of the past two months, when a low-simmering conflict escalated into war, Jaber's family had been living in a tent in one of Beirut's parks. She said that Hezbollah, which is also a social and political movement, had not provided as much help as they had to others, including people staying in shelters.
But it did not shake her faith in the organization, which has fought several wars with Israel since its founding in 1982.
"We will always be with the resistance," she said. "We would not be back in our homes, those tanks would not be leaving, if it wasn't for Hezbollah," her daughter, Zahra, 21, added.

Young people celebrate the cease-fire by parading a Hezbollah flag in the southern suburbs of Beirut on Wednesday. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post) 


Israel and Hezbollah, which is backed by Iran, began trading cross-border fire more than a year ago, after the militant group stepped up attacks in solidarity with Hamas fighters in Gaza. For months, the two sides engaged in tit-for-tat strikes that were largely contained within several miles of each side of the border.
But in July, a rocket fired from Lebanon killed 12 children on a soccer pitch in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights, signaling the beginning of a violent escalation that is only now drawing to close.
Israel first unleashed a wave of attacks targeting Hezbollah communication devices, remotely detonating explosives in thousands of pagers and two-way radios. The operation was an opening salvo, after which Israel pummeled Lebanon with airstrikes, assassinated Hezbollah's senior leadership and invaded the south.
Hezbollah also fired thousands of rockets, missiles and drones into Israeli territory. Now, the two foes have agreed to stop fighting, with Hezbollah pledging to move away from the border and Israel agreeing to a phased withdrawal over the next two months.
In Dahiyeh, some of Hezbollah's most ardent supporters said the destruction caused by Israel's bombardment reinforced the group's image as a force of resistance, no matter who started the latest round.
Elsewhere, anger has long simmered among the wider Shia community over the fact that Hezbollah commanders targeted by Israel were hiding in densely populated areas.
Hezbollah members were out repairing roads on Wednesday, but it remained unclear how long such support would last, once the dust settles and people need to rebuild.

A scene of destruction in the southern suburbs of Beirut, but with lights turned on in a residence Wednesday. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post) 


Despite the extensive damage in Dahiyeh, the area almost immediately sprang back to life. Restaurants reopened, clothes shop owners redressed mannequins in winter clothing and produce sellers emerged with carts of fresh vegetables on the rubble-lined streets.
As the day went on, and people began to settle back into their homes, supermarkets filled with people buying groceries for dinner.
In recent weeks, residents used gunfire to signal to others that Israel had posted a new evacuation order -- mostly on X in the middle of the night. Now, as gunfire crackled through the air, the noise meant people were being welcomed home.
As celebration rang throughout Hezbollah-controlled areas, a sense of unease clouded the relief for much of the rest of the country, as attention turned to what might come next.
Jaber was elated to be home, but her husband, Hussein Sabaa Rekin, said the neighborhood generator was damaged in a strike. The family was relying on the few hours of electricity provided by the government each day.
Sitting in the dark, with no gas to cook and little money to buy food, all they could do was thank God that they still had a home and were safe.
Their youngest daughter Zeinab, 2, entertained herself for the evening playing with the bags of chips they had bought from the store to tide them over.

A family waits for the electricity to come on after they returned to their house in the southern suburbs of Beirut on Wednesday. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post) 


Across the street, an airstrike brought down a building just 12 hours before the start of the cease-fire. There, searching through the rubble, was a man who managed to pull an electric fan from the ruins of his home. Next door, a gaping hole scarred the side of another building.
Inside, Ali, who spoke on the condition he only be identified by his first name out of fear of reprisals, said his apartment was so badly damaged that they would have to tear the whole building down.
"Not because there is anything or anyone that is part of Hezbollah's military here," he said. "Because they made sure they hit every Shia neighborhood."
Across Dahiyeh, entire streets have been destroyed and some of the buildings pancaked by airstrikes are still smoldering.
"We see what is happening in Gaza and we see the price that we have to pay. I don't care about this," Ghadir Hijazi, 35, who works in the radiology center of a nearby hospital said, gesturing around her damaged apartment in the middle of the Haret Hreik neighborhood.
Israel's war in Gaza has killed more than 44,000 people, according to the local health ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. The conflict started after Hamas-led fighters attacked Israeli communities in southern Israel, killing around 1,200 people.
"At least we did something for all of the nations that betrayed Gaza," Hijazi said.
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Lebanon's army moves south as part of cease-fire deal, as U.S. weighs more arms to Israel
The cease-fire deal is set to stop fighting for 60 days between Israel and Hezbollah. Regional neighbors hope it will lead to a wider de-escalation.
By Rachel Pannett, Niha Masih, Adela Suliman, Karen DeYoung, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Bryan Pietsch, Lior Soroka, Mikhail Klimentov, Louisa Loveluck, John Hudson, Adam Taylor, Abbie Cheeseman, Kareem Fahim, Jintak Han, Suzan Haidamous, Rebecca Tan, Alexandra Ma, Hajar Harb, Kelly Kasulis Cho, Julie Yoon, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Shira Rubin, Ellen Francis, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez | 2024-11-28
The Lebanese army moved south Wednesday evening local time as part of the first phase of enforcing a U.S.-backed cease-fire agreement between Israel and Hezbollah. The deal, which took effect Wednesday morning, halted the deadliest war in Lebanon in decades, and will be in place for an initial 60-day period. The United States is also moving to approve a $680 million arms sale to Israel, according to a person familiar with the proposed sale and a Pentagon official, both of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter. U.S. officials rejected any link, however, between the arms sale and the Israel-Hezbollah cease-fire, saying the deal predated cease-fire discussions.
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Gaza deal appears distant even with Lebanon cease-fire
Analysts say significant gaps remain, including over the presence of Israeli troops in Gaza and Hamas's future role.
By Rebecca Tan, Shira Rubin, Hajar Harb | 2024-11-28

Palestinians on Wednesday inspect the rubble of a mosque destroyed in an overnight Israeli airstrike on Nuseirat refugee camp in central Gaza. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


JERUSALEM -- The cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah reached this week has revived hopes that a peace deal to end the longer, even more destructive war between Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip could soon be within grasp.
But analysts said Wednesday that despite signs of momentum, significant gaps remain between Israel and Hamas over key issues, including the shape of any withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza and the long-term role, if any, that Hamas will play in the enclave, which it had governed for more than 15 years.
A top Israeli demand is for Hamas to release dozens of hostages who were captured during its assault on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023. Hamas, however, has little incentive to relinquish this trump card unless its demands are met, said Mkhaimar Abusada, a Palestinian political analyst. "The gaps have not narrowed," he said. "It's very much the same as before."
In the coming days, U.S. officials will "make another push with Turkey, Egypt, Qatar, Israel and others to achieve a cease-fire in Gaza," President Joe Biden announced Tuesday. But previous U.S.-led attempts at reaching a sustained cessation of hostilities in Gaza have fallen short in the past year.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's governing coalition depends on support from far-right lawmakers who have called for a "total victory" in Gaza and are unlikely to accept a cease-fire with Hamas, analysts say. Israeli forces have emptied much of northern Gaza of Palestinian residents, and several top Israeli officials, including Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, have called for Israel to reoccupy Gaza permanently.
Still, others within Israel's government are seeking to use the Lebanon deal to revive negotiations with Hamas, said a person familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak on the ongoing discussions. Officials are considering even a short-term agreement that would free a limited number of hostages with the hopes that this could "get momentum" toward a more ambitious deal, the person said.
As Israeli officials raced toward finalizing the Lebanon agreement, they have sought to rebuild their relationship with Egypt, which could serve as a mediator with Hamas. "The idea is to convey to Hamas: 'You're on your own now. There's no one helping you, so make the deal,'" the person said.
In an official statement Wednesday, Hamas said it would "cooperate with any efforts" to bring an end to the war in Gaza but set conditions, including the withdrawal of Israeli forces, the return of displaced people, and a "real and complete" prisoner exchange deal. Hamas has said it is still interested in playing a political role in Gaza -- a condition that Israel and the United States have rejected.

Children stand on the balcony at a school housing displaced Palestinians in the Nuseirat camp on Wednesday. (Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


Hezbollah began attacking Israel hours after Hamas's surprise assault last year. The Israeli military, now freed from fighting on the northern border, could intensify its campaign in Gaza, said Yaakov Amidror, a former Israeli national security adviser, in a briefing with reporters.
"Our ground forces can cope with the issue of Hamas in a much more intensive way than today and for a very, very long time," he said.
This could exert pressure on Hamas but is unlikely to force a cease-fire, said Abusada, the Palestinian analyst. More likely, this escalation would merely increase the suffering of the 2 million people still left in Gaza, he said. "It could be that we haven't seen the worst of what the Israelis can do to the Palestinians in Gaza," he said.
As the Lebanon cease-fire came into effect Wednesday, Israeli forces continued to pound Gaza, carrying out multiple strikes overnight, Gaza residents and the Gaza Health Ministry said.
About 4:30 a.m., airstrikes hit a shelter housing displaced people next to Kamal Adwan Hospital, one of the remaining health facilities in northern Gaza, causing huge fires, said Mohammad Abd al-Rahman, 34, who witnessed the attack from a building nearby. Israeli military vehicles surrounded the shelter and fired continuously toward it for more than two hours, he said.
A strike was also carried out on al-Tabeen school east of Gaza City, where displaced people were sheltering, causing multiple casualties, according to local reports. In a statement, the Israeli miliary said its target was Mumin al-Jabari, a member of Hamas's sniper unit, who had allegedly stored weapons inside the school.
More than 30 people were killed and dozens more injured in Israeli strikes over the past 24 hours, said Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not differentiate between civilians and combatants.
Ahmed al-Ras, 40, a Gaza resident in Deir al-Balah, said he was relieved but envious as he saw photos of Lebanese civilians returning to their homes in the country's south in the wake of the cease-fire. He and his family were forced to leave their homes in Gaza over a year ago, he said, and have been displaced multiple times by Israeli attacks.
"Here in Gaza, I do not care who makes the decision to stop the war. What is important is that it ends as soon as possible," he said.
Rubin reported from Tel Aviv and Harb from London. Hazem Balousha in Toronto contributed to this report.
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War's ebb in Lebanon leaves devastation and uncertain future
Israel and Hezbollah have agreed on a cease-fire, but the nation is reeling from the losses of a year of war and scrabbling to fill a vacuum of authority.
By Kareem Fahim | 2024-11-28

Displaced residents return to Beirut's south following the cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah that went into effect Wednesday. (Bilal Hussein/AP)


As quickly as they had fled, people across Lebanon on Wednesday strapped belongings atop cars and headed home, uncertain what awaited them in their cities, towns or villages -- or, for their ravaged country, what came next.
A furious Israeli military offensive against the militant group Hezbollah over the last year dealt Lebanon death and destruction and, after a cease-fire early Wednesday, left something else: a vacuum of authority, with the country's future hanging on how it would be filled, officials and analysts said.
Stepping into the void could be Hezbollah, bloodied but -- according to some experts -- unbowed; the Lebanese military, a weak force betting on a surge of international support; or some configuration of regional and Western states, including the United States and Saudi Arabia, eager to project their interests on Lebanon in its hour of need.
A competition for influence could involve the process of rebuilding the country, the election of a president and the provision of security in Lebanon, especially in the south, at a time when many in the country are preoccupied with recovering from the war.
"You know we were so busy, all of us, with the cease-fire," Lebanon's foreign minister, Abdallah Bou Habib, said at a conference in Rome on Tuesday, hours before the truce between Israel and Hezbollah was announced.
"Did we think very much about the day after? No," he said.

A damaged building in Beirut's southern suburbs on Wednesday. (Ibrahim Amro/AFP/Getty Images)


Tuesday's cease-fire agreement, brokered by the United States, was an attempt both to end the war and to upend the status quo in Lebanon, including by forcing Hezbollah's fighters away from the Israeli border. It calls for Israeli troops that invaded Lebanon in October to withdraw over a 60-day period and for Lebanese military forces, along with U.N. peacekeepers, to assume authority in the south as Hezbollah fighters withdraw.
Another major source of friction between Lebanon and Israel -- the permanent delineation of their border -- is briefly addressed by the agreement but put off for resolution at some later date.
The Lebanese military's role is seen as a key to the cease-fire. Bou Habib said the force of some 5,000 soldiers already in the south would be doubled, thrusting the military into the unfamiliar role of peacekeeper between Israel and Hezbollah, two of the region's most potent and committed foes.
Even as the fighting intensified in recent months, the Lebanese military -- which has received support from the United States and others to perform functions such as border patrols and counterterrorism, and sees its primary function as preserving domestic peace in Lebanon -- was ill-equipped or disinclined to face either of the combatants, analysts said.

Soldiers from the Lebanese military patrol the roads around Beirut's southern suburbs on Nov. 11. (Ed Ram for The Washington Post)


Few people in the country believed the military would be asked to confront Hezbollah, an Iranian-backed force that is supported by millions of people in Lebanon. And no one expected it would challenge Israel, a nuclear power and far superior conventional force.
If peace prevailed, it would only be because Israel and Hezbollah, for the moment, had decided to take a break from war.
Hezbollah, which held sway in many parts of southern Lebanon, has been "set back decades," Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Tuesday. Its leadership and weapons were destroyed, he said in a victory speech aimed at selling the cease-fire to the Israeli public and domestic skeptics.
There was little doubt that "Hezbollah is going to come out of this very different than it came out of 2006," said Amal Saad, a lecturer in politics at Cardiff University, referring to the last war between Israel and Hezbollah, when the militant group claimed success after fighting Israel to a standstill.
Hezbollah has taken a "severe beating," she said, losing its leader, Hasan Nasrallah, in an Israeli attack, along with the top rung of its political echelon. The group suffered devastating infiltrations of its vaunted security network, including an Israeli attack on pagers used by the group. In agreeing to a cease-fire, the group abandoned its long-held position that it would halt fire only after Israel ended its military offensive in the Gaza Strip.
"I don't think anyone is hailing this as a divine victory," as the group had in 2006, Saad said.
But in the face of some of Israel's stated war aims -- to destroy the group and to create a new Middle East free of challenge from Iranian-allied forces -- Hezbollah had prevailed, she said. Analyzing efforts to craft the narrative of the war, she asked whether Hezbollah is "more powerful that it withstood this brutal onslaught," adding that the group is likely to retain its role as "kingmaker" in Lebanon's political firmament while zealously guarding its ability to retain its weapons.

A resident of a building damaged in an Israeli airstrike in Barja, Lebanon, returns to collect his family's belongings on Nov. 6. (Hassan Ammar/AP)


To Saad, the cease-fire seems like a "hiatus." "This is by no means the end of the war," she said.
Mohanad Hage Ali, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Middle East Center, said Hezbollah will try to claim victory after the war, based on the notion that Israel had not been able to achieve its war goals. But the claim will be less convincing than it had been in the past, he said, in part because of the messenger.
Nasrallah, a charismatic figure, had previously delivered such messages. But now it has fallen to his successor, Naim Qassem -- described by Hage Ali as a "lackluster leader" -- to convince Hezbollah's supporters and rivals alike that the war was worth the cost.
It is possible that Lebanon's political establishment, which had supported Hezbollah during the war, will "rethink its position, given how weakened" the organization is, Hage Ali said. At the same time, Lebanon's future is becoming much more dependent on the regional context -- including the role of Saudi Arabia and other regional states -- and less so on local politics.
"The resumption of the war is a real threat and will impact how each side calibrates its next move."

Lebanese people in southern Beirut wave Hezbollah flags while celebrating after the cease-fire with Israel came into effect Wednesday. (Wael Hamzeh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


As the cease-fire took effect early Wednesday, Lebanon was still tallying the cost of more than a year of conflict. More than 3,700 people were killed, including hundreds of children, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry. Upward of 1 million people have been displaced.
Neighborhoods crumbled under thousands of air raids, and along the border, villages were all but erased by Israeli explosives.
Daunting tests loom for Lebanon. The government -- a caretaker entity that has functioned without an elected president for more than two years and is already destitute because of a long financial crisis -- faces losses from the war that are hard to grasp: physical damage and economic costs amounting to some $8.5 billion, according to the World Bank, and a contraction of gross domestic product of about 6.5 percent.
Half of the country is subsisting below the poverty line, according to Mercy Corps, an aid group. "Our concern is that now that the conflict is over, or at least there is a cease-fire, the attention will not be on Lebanon, while the challenges are huge," said Laila Al Amine, director for Mercy Corps in the country.
"So many people have lost their means of income," she said, especially in the south, where olive farmers lost two harvest seasons because of the conflict. Continued instability meant "we cannot expect investment, and tourism, to continue as before," Al Amine said. On top of this, unexploded bombs are waiting, like traps, for children and others in abandoned parts of Lebanon.
"We cannot leave people alone," she said, in another warning about the vacuum.
Short-term challenges amid the cease-fire were swiftly apparent Wednesday, amid reports that returning civilians were fired upon in towns Israeli troops had not yet retreated from, including journalists who were wounded by Israeli fire in the town of Khiam. But displaced people were undeterred, with thousands clogging the roads from Beirut on Wednesday as they headed south.
Jawad Choueib, 31, said his family was planning to return to their village near Nabatieh in the next day or two. His mother was elated. "But if we go back to the village, there are going to be at least 15 people you won't find," he said. "This one who used to say hi to you; this one you know from university."
He expects Lebanon to revert to the way it was before the war. He wants to leave the country. "It won't take long for another war," Choueib said. "Maybe in a few years."
Mohamad El Chamaa in Beirut contributed to this report.
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From fossil dung, scientists reconstruct the rise of the dinosaurs
The research has shed light on the emergence of large dinosaurs and their geographic spread, as well as the role of environmental changes in their evolution.
By Carolyn Y. Johnson | 2024-11-27

Trackway of a large theropod dinosaur from the early Jurassic in Soltykow, Poland. (Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki)


When paleontologist Martin Qvarnstrom began peering inside 230-million-year-old fossilized dinosaur dung using an advanced X-ray technology, he wasn't sure he'd see anything of interest.
But embedded in ancient excrement, he discovered multitudes. Scans revealed tiny beetles with antennas and delicate legs intact, crushed bones from extinct crocodile ancestors, half-digested fish and an abundance of plant life within the bromalites -- fossilized feces and vomit -- of early dinosaurs and the creatures that roamed alongside them.
From paleontological poop, Qvarnstrom and colleagues reconstructed the ecology, biology and food webs that wove together the early dinosaur ecosystem in the Polish Basin in central Europe from 230 to 200 million years ago. The research, published Wednesday in the journal Nature, focuses on a critical, but obscure, period in the late Triassic and early Jurassic, when the first dinosaurs appeared in that region and rose to dominance -- part of a major turnover in life on Earth.
The picture that emerges from the study of more than 500 bromalites -- mostly coprolites, or droppings -- is one of a gradual process of change. Small dinosaur ancestors opportunistically took advantage of food sources made more abundant by environmental changes, evolved into larger creatures and widened their ecological niche.
Stephen Brusatte, a paleontologist at the University of Edinburgh who was not involved in the study, called the deep dive into dino droppings "insightful and innovative," for putting some of the "most maligned fossils" under scrutiny.
"Academic paleontologists can be prone to toilet humor too," Brusatte wrote in an email. "But wow, [bromalites] can give us a lot of information. This is exactly what we need to understand the predator and prey links from millions of years ago."

Excavations in the Late Triassic locality at Lisowice, Poland, one of the studied sites. It yielded a large number of coprolites of predators and herbivores. (Krystian Balanda)


The celebrities of the paleontological world tend to have giant footprints and outsize bodies -- the fearsome apex predators and charismatic herbivores whose skeletons fill museum halls and ignite the imagination.
Fossilized digestive contents, on the other hand, tend to be stored in basements and are often the object of jokes, said Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki, a paleontologist at Uppsala University in Sweden and the senior author of the study. "Coprolites ... ha ha," he said, imitating how people sometimes respond when they learn what he studies.
But look close enough, and they can reveal details about how dinosaurs lived -- who and what they ate, how they fit into their ecosystems and how that changed over time.
"Inside these coprolites is a story about life and the biology of these early dinosaurs," Niedzwiedzki said.
The authors used their study to construct a food web, with arrows showing what and who prehistoric creatures were chowing on. When the first dinosaur ancestors came on the scene in present-day Poland some 230 million years ago, they were small, omnivorous and opportunistic silesaurids. The study reveals they filled their stomachs with tiny beetles, among other food.
Carnivorous dinosaurs appeared around 220 million years ago. Herbivorous dinosaurs emerged about 10 million years later. Around 200 million years ago, the plant-eaters may have gained an advantage when the climate became more humid, favoring dinosaurs with a wider palate, who expanded from a mostly conifer diet to consume ferns and other plants that became more abundant.
This dietary flexibility may have helped allow for the emergence of larger dinosaurs. Then, they began to become far more diverse and spread geographically.
"The study shows the subtle interplay of climate, mainly arid, and eventually humid, and how climate mainly affected the dominant plants, which in turn gave opportunities for new herbivores at certain points," said Michael Benton, a professor of vertebrate paleontology at the University of Bristol, who was not involved in the study.

Large theropod dinosaur footprint from the early Jurassic site in Poland. (Gerard Gierlinski) (Gerard Gierlinski)



Coprolites from the early Jurassic of Soltykow, Poland. (Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki)


While the question of how the non-avian dinosaurs went extinct is a source of wide fascination, the question of how they came to rule in the first place remains remarkably obscure. Did dinosaurs outcompete amphibians, other reptiles and large herbivores due to their physical prowess? Or did environmental changes pave the way for their success?
The new study closely followed the record in one part of the world, and a similar approach could now be used in other regions, to discern if the food webs were similar and identify differences in how dinosaurs rose to dominance.
The new study favors the idea that dinosaurs were well-suited to take advantage of changes in the prehistoric environment, but also reveal that the age of the dinosaurs had a slow, complicated start.
"Dinosaurs did not simply sweep across ancient Poland and the rest of the world soon after they originated, like a marauding army," Brusatte said. "It took them time, and patience, and a lot of adaptation, all while being affected by the evolutionary whims of the other organisms in their food webs."
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Police officer who Tasered 95-year-old woman found guilty of manslaughter
Australian police officer Kristian White used his Taser on Clare Nowland at her nursing home, in an incident that led to calls for an inquiry into police use of force.
By Vivian Ho | 2024-11-27

Clare Nowland, 95, died of her injuries a week after being Tasered. (Courtesy of the Nowland family)


An Australian police officer was found guilty of manslaughter on Wednesday for deploying a Taser on a 95-year-old woman with dementia while responding to reports at her nursing home that she was armed with a knife.
Kristian White, 34, a senior constable with New South Wales police, used his Taser on Clare Nowland on May 17, 2023, after finding her alone in a treatment room with a serrated-edge steak knife. The shock caused Nowland, who was 5-foot-2, 95 pounds and used a walker, to fall to the floor and hit her head. She died from her injuries a week later.
Video footage played in court showed that the encounter at the nursing home in Cooma, a small town about 250 miles south of Sydney, lasted  about two to three minutes before White said, "Nah, bugger it," and used his Taser, according to Sam Tierney, an attorney for Nowland's family, and Australian media reports.
White's attorneys had argued that his use of the Taser was a reasonable and proportionate use of force, and that Nowland had not complied with orders to drop the knife.
However, prosecutors argued that White's use of a Taser was excessive, given Nowland's age and frail physical state, and how slowly she was moving. They also argued that  White's statement of "bugger it" before deploying the Taser -- a term used to express annoyance or frustration -- indicated White was "impatient" rather than fearing imminent violence.
An attorney for White did not immediately respond to an emailed request for comment outside of office hours, and White did not answer questions from reporters as he left the court.

Senior constable Kristian White arrives at the New South Wales Supreme Court in Sydney on Tuesday. (Dan Himbrechts/AP)


The incident caused an outcry in Australia and led civil liberties advocates to call for an investigation into police use of force.
"The court has found Clare Nowland died as a result of the actions of a police officer. This should never have happened," New South Wales Police Commissioner Karen Webb said at a news conference. Webb, who expressed her "deepest condolences" to Nowland's family, said White's employment with the police force is under review.
Nowland, who celebrated her 75th birthday by climbing the Sydney Harbour Bridge and her 80th birthday skydiving before becoming more frail in her later years, is survived by eight children, 24 grandchildren and dozens of great-grandchildren. Her family  is  still "coming to grips" with the verdict, Tierney said in a phone interview Wednesday, adding that the verdict was "the first public confirmation of the fact that their mother, grandmother and great-grandmother was killed unlawfully by a New South Wales police officer."
Official police guidelines state that a Taser should not be used against elderly or disabled people unless "exceptional circumstances exist." The police force reviewed its Taser policy and training this year, but no changes were made, Webb said during Wednesday's news conference.
Nowland's family hopes that will change with the coroner's inquest. "One of the things the coroner will look at will be what changes or recommendations should be made," Tierney said. "As part of the coroner's inquiry, the question of the use of Tasers on elderly people and bringing Tasers into age-care facilities will come up."
White has been out on bail for the entirety of the proceedings but will return to court on Thursday to hear arguments on whether he will be remanded into custody ahead of his sentencing.
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ICC prosecutor's office seeks arrest warrant for Myanmar junta leader
The International Criminal Court said there are grounds to believe Min Aung Hlaing was responsible for crimes against humanity in a 2017 crackdown on Rohingya.
By Andrew Nachemson | 2024-11-27

Myanmar's military chief, Min Aung Hlaing, at an army parade in 2021. (Reuters)


The International Criminal Court's top prosecutor said Wednesday that he is seeking an arrest warrant for Min Aung Hlaing, head of the Myanmar military, for his role in the 2017 crackdown on the Rohingya.
Some 700,000 members of the persecuted Muslim minority group fled to Bangladesh among widespread reports of massacres, rape and arson.
There are "reasonable grounds to believe" that Min Aung Hlaing "bears criminal responsibility for the crimes against humanity of deportation and persecution of the Rohingya committed in Myanmar and parts of Bangladesh," ICC prosecutor Karim Khan said in a statement.
While Myanmar is not a party to the ICC, Bangladesh is, and the court previously ruled it has the authority to judge crimes committed "at least in part" across the border. The 2017 Rohingya crisis is the subject of an ongoing case at the International Court of Justice, where Gambia accused Myanmar of violating the Genocide Convention.
Min Aung Hlaing has faced fresh accusations of crimes against humanity since 2021, when he deposed elected civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi in a coup. Security forces under his command allegedly killed thousands of civilians during protests and the subsequent armed conflict.

Rohingya refugees who crossed from Myanmar into Bangladesh in October 2017. (Fred Dufour/AFP/Getty Images)


That fighting has pitted the military regime against a coalition of long-standing ethnic armed groups and newer pro-democracy forces that have seen surprising success on the battlefield.
Taw Nee, spokesperson for the Karen National Union, said the ICC's bid to seek an arrest warrant for Min Aung Hlaing is a good "first step."
The KNU, which has been fighting for political autonomy for the oppressed Karen minority since 1949, has been a key ally to the broader pro-democracy uprising since the coup. But Taw Nee said all military leaders who have been involved in crimes against humanity and war crimes anywhere in the country need to face justice.
"We don't want regime change, we want system change," he said. "The whole institution needs to be accountable."
The military has responded to its battlefield losses with a campaign of airstrikes and massacres, frequently targeting civilian populations believed to be supporting or harboring insurgents, as documented by rights groups. Richard Horsey, Myanmar senior adviser for the International Crisis Group think tank, said it's unlikely Min Aung Hlaing will change course.
"He's not particularly susceptible to international pressure," Horsey said. "Symbolically, it's very important, but in practice, in the current situation in Myanmar, it's unlikely to make a difference."
Horsey said the one exception is that the ICC's request for a warrant could factor into a potential deal to end the crisis, if the military looked on the verge of total defeat.
"Maybe he would insist on some kind of immunity clause or exile in a place unlikely to join the court, but this is all extremely speculative," he said.
Khin Maung, director of the Rohingya Youth Association based in the refugee camps in Bangladesh, said the news hadn't spread much there yet.
"We honor and acknowledge the hard work of the ICC prosecutor," said Khin Maung, who added that he had met Khan during one of his visits to the camps. "We hope and feel that our justice will come very soon, inshallah."
Human rights group Amnesty International welcomed the news but said years of impunity had emboldened the Myanmar military.
"Min Aung Hlaing has been at the center of multiple human rights catastrophes in Myanmar," Joe Freeman, the group's Myanmar researcher, said in a message. "No senior leader has ever been held accountable for the Rohingya crisis. It should come as no surprise that in the absence of accountability, more violations will occur."
Khan said that while this is the first arrest warrant application he's filing against a high-level Myanmar government official, it won't be the last. "More will follow."
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Listen to Warren Buffett's advice on wills, most estate planners say 
Several estate planners agreed with the famed investor and Berkshire Hathaway CEO that heirs should understand inheritance decisions.
By Shannon Najmabadi | 2024-11-28

Warren Buffett has said he hopes his children will donate most of his fortune to philanthropic causes. (Nati Harnik/AP)


When one of the world's wealthiest investors offers parents advice about assets just before one of the biggest family holidays of the year, a lot of people pay attention. In this case, experts say they should listen.
"When your children are mature, have them read your will before you sign it," Berkshire Hathaway CEO Warren Buffett wrote this week in an unexpected letter to shareholders. "Be sure each child understands both the logic for your decisions and the responsibilities they will encounter upon your death."
Buffett, who has been in the top 10 lists of billionaires for decades, included the advice as part of an announcement about his latest donations of Berkshire shares to his family's foundations. Several estate planners agree with Buffett's suggestion.
"In my experience, I have seen bad things happen when children are surprised," said Lawrence J. Macklin, president-elect of the National Association of Estate Planners & Councils. "Most parents want to treat their children equally, but some find that it's appropriate not to, for whatever reason -- maybe one child has been very successful and the others are not."
Buffett said he'd seen families brought closer together by discussing a wealthy parent's will before their death. He'd also seen "families driven apart after the posthumous dictates of the will left beneficiaries confused and sometimes angry."
Talking frankly with heirs can lessen feelings of resentment or jealousy that arise when a child is caught unawares after their parent is dead, experts said.
"You can nip that in the bud by having that conversation ahead of time," Macklin said.
Some people put off conversations about wills to avoid dealing with conflict or talking about death. But Macklin said it's best to have these conversations as soon as possible.
"Having money discussions a generation or two ago was a no-no, but now I think it's much more widely accepted and done," he said.
On the other hand, John T. Midgett, an attorney and past president of the estate planner association, prefers not to talk about money specifically -- focusing instead on who will be in charge of making decisions, including about medical treatment and distribution of assets. He also said it makes sense to talk about sentimental objects, which are often the source of conflict.
"For example, if I owned a piano, leaving it to a child who doesn't play the piano wouldn't make much sense," he said, especially if there's another child who took piano lessons growing up. "'Is there something in the house that you particularly have a fondness for that you would like to see go to you and not to your siblings?' That's a good question to ask."
Talking about money, Midgett said, can change the dynamics in a family, raising questions like, "'Dad's got more money than he really needs. Why doesn't he give it to us?' Or the pillow talk, where the spouse says, 'You know, we really could use an addition to our house. Why don't you ask your dad for the money?'"
"I would suggest that we talk about the map, not the treasure that's at the end," he said. "Because the map gives comfort to your family, and at least you can explain the logic [of] why are we turning left instead of turning right."
It's not a bad idea to follow Buffett's advice of having mature children look at estate planning documents before they're signed, Midgett said, as long as parents make the final decision: "The estate plan should be your own."
Two other estate planners contacted by The Washington Post, Tereina Stidd with the American Academy of Estate Planning Attorneys Inc. and attorney Monique Lavender Greenberg, also generally agreed with Buffett's advice.
But Buffett's approach doesn't make sense for everyone, said lawyer Michael Ettinger, whose firm specializes in elder law estate planning.
Discussing an estate plan in advance, Ettinger said, can lead to hurt feelings, rupture family relationships or cause estrangements. It can also give children an effective veto power over their parents' plans, Ettinger said.
"He has a close family," Ettinger said of Buffett. "But not everybody has close families."
Ettinger cited a personal example, saying that his father told Ettinger's brother that he would disinherit him. "Decades of hurt" could have been avoided by revealing the will only after death, Ettinger said. "We don't need to know that in advance," he said.
Parents can instead include messages for their children as a narrative with the trust or will, Ettinger said.
"Explain it to your son and daughter, your thinking, why you did what you did, to help soften the blow," he said. "So they understand and they're not left questioning. And you always tell them, 'We love you all the same, but we decided to do this for this reason or that reason.'"
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Work Advice: How to deal with a customer's abusive online messages
A user keeps posting rude, insulting comments on our website, but our boss doesn't seem inclined to do anything about it.
By Karla Miller | 2024-11-28

(iStock)


Reader: I'm on the customer support team for a website. One individual in our online community habitually insults us. None of his comments use racial slurs, make explicit sexual comments or post spam, which are approved reasons for removing a user. They are just insulting, like going to someone else's question and posting a comment like: "A competent employee would fix this, but instead the company hired you, so nothing will happen."
The company is big enough that we have a small HR department, but small enough that the founder can overrule any decision he disagrees with. He also promotes libertarian politics, and what I've heard about a prior incident makes me believe he would rather have the staff insulted than lose a customer. My question is: Does letting a customer insult your staff constitute a hostile work environment?
Karla: I'm not sure what your founder's politics have to do with allowing a troll to squat on his virtual premises and belch insults at his employees. Surely even the most ardent defenders of individual liberty understand that freedom of speech doesn't mean freedom from consequences.
You're right that business owners, even those who believe the customer is always right, have obligations to provide a safe and discrimination-free work environment for their employees, including in interactions with customers. But for your local troll's behavior to meet the standards of contributing to a legally actionable hostile work environment, he would have to be targeting individuals on the basis of a protected class -- sex, gender, faith, age, disability, national origin, etc. Since he's just clever enough to avoid crossing certain lines, my guess is that your employer is not legally required to do anything about him.
Then again, your founder is willing to remove users for posting spam -- presumably not because of legal liability, but because it's disruptive, interferes with other users' experience and pollutes your online community. So your company already has a precedent for banning certain kinds of discourse for reasons other than illegal discrimination and harassment. It would be simple enough to add "bullying" or "personal attacks" to the list of types of speech that will not be tolerated in your company's discussion boards and to at least allow the removal of those remarks, if not the users making them.
The question is whether your founder is willing to draw that line. Perhaps he believes all engagement, even nongermane and negative commentary, means more eyeballs on his website and more value for his brand, regardless of the psychological and emotional cost to his employees and other users who just want to share product reviews or troubleshoot a technical problem. (Ask the owner of social media site X how that philosophy is panning out as users flee to other sites promising more restrictions on bots and trolls.)
But maybe your founder is simply unaware of the toll your troll is taking on his employees' well-being. If you and colleagues band together to collect and present all instances of the troll's abusive comments, you may be able to persuade your founder to add anti-bullying restrictions and enforcement measures to your website's terms of service. Whether you engage HR in this effort is up to you; they may side with the founder, or they could be valuable allies in helping convince him that backing his people on this issue is important to his business goals.
If this collective effort fails, the standard way to deal with trolls who can't be externally blocked or removed is to leave their comments unaddressed, hanging in the ether like errant spitballs. Know that they're the offerings of someone with mental and emotional deficiencies -- which have nothing to do with you or your performance.
Reader query: It's almost time for the year-end Work Advice roundup! If you have had a question answered in the column, we'd all love to hear how your situation turned out. Did you take the advice given, or take a different route? How did it go? Let me know at karla.miller@washpost.com.
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Trump's economic team is surprisingly conventional. Will it limit tariffs?
President-elect Donald Trump's economic team is led by conventional experts, who may moderate his trade policy.
By Jeff Stein | 2024-11-28

Kevin Hassett, then chair of the White House Council of Economic Advisers, speaks as President Donald Trump listens in 2018. President-elect Trump announced Tuesday that he picked Hassett to be director of the White House National Economic Council in his second term. (Nicholas Kamm/AFP/Getty Images)


President-elect Donald Trump has chosen relatively conventional experts to lead his second administration's economic policy, even as he pursues tariffs that could upend the international trade order and fills much of his Cabinet with ideologues and loyalists.
Trump tapped a former Fox News host to lead the Defense Department and a vaccine skeptic to run the Department of Health and Human Services; his choice for attorney general, former congressman Matt Gaetz (R-Florida), withdrew from consideration after even GOP senators said they doubted he could be confirmed. In contrast to those picks, Trump has received bipartisan praise for his selections to arguably the two most important economic positions in his administration -- the financier Scott Bessent, chosen to be treasury secretary, and conservative economist Kevin Hassett, chosen to lead the White House National Economic Council. Democrats have policy disagreements with both men, but economists from both parties broadly see them as likely to exert a moderating influence on Trump's most extreme impulses to upend the global trade order.
Still, many Trump allies caution that their selection isn't necessarily evidence that the incoming administration will be any less aggressive on trade. On Monday, the president-elect vowed dramatic tariff hikes on the United States' three largest trading partners, which could disrupt trillions of dollars' worth of commerce. Bessent and Hassett have also in recent months taken pains to publicly stress their support for Trump's trade agenda, demonstrating a willingness to defend measures that many of their former colleagues view as counterproductive.
"I think they're mainstream picks -- they're right down the economic strike zone. Clearly, more conservative than liberal, but down the middle, mainstream," said Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody's Analytics, of Bessent and Hassett. "From my perspective, they're very good choices, and I'm very encouraged by them. But I don't know how much influence they'll have over trade policy, which I think is running on its own dynamic."
But the selections have intensified questions about how hard Trump will really push to implement his economic policy agenda, which in the 2024 presidential campaign included tariffs as high as 20 percent on every U.S. trading partner.
Proponents of a major shake-up of international trade wanted Robert E. Lighthizer -- a trade hawk who ran the office of the U.S. Trade Representative during Trump's first term -- to be secretary of the Treasury or Commerce departments, or, barring that, director of the economic council. Trump picked a Wall Street CEO, Howard Lutnick, for Commerce, and the president-elect says Lutnick will also handle most of the U.S. trade representative's duties. With those posts off the table, it's unclear whether Lighthizer, who provided much of the foundation for Trump's trade policies, will return to government.
Meanwhile, Bessent is a former lieutenant of GOP bogeyman George Soros and is well-known by financial officials around the world. Hassett, formerly an economist at the American Enterprise Institute, a conventional center-right think tank, has long-standing ties to Washington's economic establishment, and his selection was praised by some Democrats who served in the Obama and Biden administrations.
One former Trump administration official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to share his candid assessment, said it has always been clear that Trump prioritizes the stock market over rebalancing international trade. The president-elect has long boasted of the performance of investments under his first administration. Sweeping new tariffs risk hurting the stock market, even though many Trump allies say the import duties are necessary to bring back domestic manufacturing jobs. But concerns about market reaction may at least partially have driven the president-elect to turn to a more traditional team of economists, like Bessent and Hassett, the official said.
"If it was just Hassett or just Bessent alone, it would be much harder to say -- but the combination of them should be able to have some influence, and it will be a moderating influence when it comes to tariffs," said Constance Hunter, chief economist at the Economist Intelligence Unit, a division of the Economist Group.
But many others point out that Trump may still proceed with the tariffs. Steven Mnuchin, Trump's first treasury secretary, was widely viewed as a tariff skeptic inside the administration, but Trump still imposed import duties on more than $300 billion worth of goods from China and other countries. Before he wound up as Trump's choice for Commerce, Lutnick vied for the Treasury post as a more stalwart advocate of tariffs than Bessent. And on Tuesday night, Trump selected Jamieson Greer, a close ally of Lighthizer, to lead the trade office.
Hassett's selection could also say more about the importance of the upcoming 2025 tax fight than anything about Trump's trade policies. The longtime adviser played a key role in crafting the 2017 Trump tax cuts, and many experts believe he will play a central role in pushing for their extension in negotiations with Congress.
Ultimately, even the more mainstream picks could wind up going along with Trump. Bessent's selection was delayed as Trump transition officials looked closely into his comments on tariffs, according to two other people with knowledge of the matter, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private deliberations. During that impasse, Bessent published an opinion piece in Fox News lavishing praise on Trump's policy plans.
"Tariffs have a long and storied history as both a revenue-raising tool and a way of protecting strategically important industries in the U.S.," he wrote. "The reflexive opposition to tariffs represents political ideology and advocacy, not considered economic thought."
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Elon Musk wants to 'delete' federal financial watchdog as 'DOGE' begins work
"Delete CFPB," Elon Musk, the billionaire tech executive running the "Department of Government Efficiency," said in an early-morning post on X.
By Tony Romm | 2024-11-27

Elon Musk, chief executive of X and Tesla, arrives for a Senate hearing on Sept. 13, 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Elon Musk on Wednesday called for the elimination of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, one of the nation's most powerful watchdog agencies, signaling it could be scrapped as part of a planned review of government spending ordered by President-elect Donald Trump.
"Delete CFPB," Musk said in an early-morning post on X, the social media site he owns, categorizing the bureau as an example of "too many duplicative regulatory agencies" in Washington.
Formed in the wake of the 2008 banking crisis, the CFPB has a broad mandate to protect Americans from unfair, deceptive or predatory financial practices. Its current director -- Rohit Chopra, a Democrat -- has recently issued rules meant to shield people from medical debt, make it easier for them to switch banks and limit the fees they face from falling behind on their credit card bills.
Since its founding, the CFPB has secured more than $19 billion in consumer relief, while penalizing large financial institutions and technology firms for allegedly mishandling Americans' money. Its oversight often has stoked the ire of the nation's biggest banks, credit card companies and other lenders, which have sued the bureau repeatedly over charges of regulatory overreach.
Musk did not elaborate on his personal objections to the CFPB, and he did not immediately respond to a request for comment. But his opposition is significant, as he works to set up the "Department of Government Efficiency," a new entity outside of government that has encouraged Trump to sidestep Congress and push the limits of executive power once he is in office.
The billionaire owner of SpaceX and Tesla registered his disapproval in response to comments by Marc Andreessen, a Silicon Valley venture capitalist, who faulted the CFPB on a podcast this week for "terrorizing financial institutions." Andreessen is a Trump supporter and donor who is advising Musk and his outside organization, known as DOGE, which is co-led by fellow tech entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy.
Andreessen's firm has backed a number of financial technology companies under the CFPB's watch. In a series of enforcement actions that predate Trump's first term, the agency in 2021 notably shuttered LendUp Loans, alleging it misled customers about its short-term, high-rate loans and overcharged military service members. At the time, the CFPB specifically highlighted that the company was backed by investors including the Andreessen Horowitz venture capital firm.
A spokesman for Andreessen's firm did not immediately respond to a request for comment. The CFPB also did not immediately respond to a request.
Brian Hughes, a spokesman for the Trump transition team, did not respond to questions about the president-elect's views on the CFPB. But he said in a statement that DOGE would "target waste and fraud throughout our massive federal bureaucracy."
"They will work together slashing excess regulations, cutting wasteful expenditures, and restructuring Federal Agencies," he added.
Privately, Trump's top aides have considered new candidates to lead the CFPB who are expected to soften its crackdown on the financial industry, The Washington Post previously reported. Some of the president's former aides, meanwhile, have called for the bureau to be abolished entirely as part of the conservative blueprint known as Project 2025.
The ideas have broad support among Republicans on Capitol Hill, some of whom have signaled they will pursue their own new limits to the CFPB's powers and funding once the party assumes control of the House and Senate next year.
Trump does not necessarily require help from Congress to neuter the bureau: Its next director has the power to rescind recent rules, terminate ongoing investigations, settle pending lawsuits and scale back the agency's enforcement.
Early in Trump's first term, the CFPB at one point requested a budget of zero dollars, part of an effort under then-interim director Mick Mulvaney to defang the agency. Unlike other federal offices, the CFPB is funded by transfers from the Federal Reserve, a move meant to insulate the watchdog from political infighting and lobbying pressure.
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Ask Sahaj: Do I need to accept mom's critical comments as 'just the culture'?
Siblings tell the letter writer to deal with their mom's critical and hurtful comments. 
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-11-28

Illustration for advice-asksahaj (Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: My immigrant mother always says offhand things that can be incredibly hurtful. Some examples include, "Your friend owns two houses, why is he so successful and you only own one house?" or, "You're stupid for voting for the other candidate," "You look like a terrorist, shave your beard," or even, "Your son is so cute now that his skin isn't as tan."
When I ask her not to say those things, she still does it, sometimes doubling down. She has admitted that sometimes she says hurtful things to get a rise out of me. When I try to confront her, she then tells me that I don't love her. I tried multiple times and multiple ways of asking her to stop. The more firm I was, with boundaries, the angrier she got. And the last time I confronted her, she told me to never talk to her again.
I'm tired of trying. I don't deserve this. With a therapist who's westernized, I've grown to accept that I don't have to accept this. I don't have to keep coming back and looking for an apology or for my boundary to finally be respected.
That being said, most of my siblings now believe I'm a villain, and no matter how I explain things, "I just need to let it go" or "this is just the culture."
Any advice for me in this situation? I feel like I'm the crazy one for not being able to brush off the disrespect.
-- Enough
Enough: It's okay that your tolerance for your mom's behavior is different from your siblings. You are not the same people. Even more, I imagine having a child adds another layer of context as to why this is unacceptable for you. It's one thing for you to learn how to handle this, and it's another for your son to have to.
Just because your siblings are willing to tolerate your mom's actions and words "in the name of culture" doesn't mean you have to. You are being made to feel crazy because you are no longer prioritizing group harmony, a priority in an immigrant or collectivist household. You're the only one who doesn't want to pretend things are fine when they're not. Consider whether it's worth talking to one or any of your siblings privately and vulnerably. This may sound like: "I know we disagree on mom's behavior, but when you tell me to 'let it go,' I feel like you, also, don't care about what I am feeling. My relationship with you is important and I'd like to talk to you about how we can move forward." If you continue to be dismissed, it may be time to consider how your engagement with them changes, just as you're in the process of doing with your mom.
While not all immigrant parents are critical parents, it's a very common dynamic I see in my work. Your mom could be critical for a variety of reasons: worry or preoccupation with saving face. Regardless of the reason, the impact is the same: At its best, the criticism just feels bad. And at its worst, it's chipping away your sense of self. On top of that, your mom isn't hearing your feelings, and instead she can only focus on what it feels like to her. People "double down" because they often want to protect their pride, and they are emotionally unable to receive uncomfortable and conflicting information about their behavior.
Only you can decide what you are willing to accept and how much more you are willing -- if at all -- to engage with your mom. Have you truly accepted that she may never acknowledge how she's hurting, nor that she will ever stop criticizing you? What do you mean when you say you're "tired of trying"? Does it mean you are done, and need to take some physical and emotional space from your mom? This may mean opting out, even if temporarily, of family gatherings or communication for a bit while you build up reserves to reenter the relationship (if at all). Or do you simply mean that you're tired of trying the way you've been engaging with her and want to explore a new direction?
If you're looking for new ways to engage with your mom, one exercise I do with clients is to have them figure out what their zone of comfort is. So draw a circle on a piece of paper and write down everything that feels good about the relationship. Include topics that are easy to talk about and activities that are loving and enjoyable. Outside of that circle, write down all the things that don't feel good -- her critical comments, specific topics, or anything else. Is there a way you can have a relationship with your mom within that zone of comfort?
Right now you are in a cycle of criticism-reaction-argument that you want to find a way to disrupt. This doesn't mean abandon yourself -- or your needs -- to make your mom comfortable. But it may look like finding new ways to engage (zone of comfort), or momentarily disengage, to sustain the relationship (if you want). Disengaging doesn't just mean leaving the relationship altogether -- although this is your prerogative; rather, it means exiting the moment-to-moment hurtful interactions with your mom. For instance, next time she says something critical, try being neutral and responding with short answers or focusing on something else around you (learning grounding skills in therapy will be important here). Or try leaving the room or getting off the phone. This doesn't change her behavior, but it allows you to stop exerting energy in ways that haven't worked. Most importantly, it lets you set your limits and rules for engagement.
Ultimately, you have to decide what your terms are for the relationship moving forward. This will help you identify if you want to leave the relationship, maintain the relationship as it exists, or find ways to protect your wellness while navigating new ways to engage with your mom.
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Asking Eric: My renter is refusing to pay utilities she says she didn't use
A renter was away all summer, so she doesn't think she owes her landlord any money for utilities.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-11-28
Dear Eric: I have rented a room in my home to a woman for the past year. Her finances are limited. I charge her $400 per month versus the going rate in my area of $1,000. Per the rental agreement, I pay two-thirds of the utility bill, and she pays one-third. She spent this past summer visiting family. When she returned, she told me she would not pay any of the utility bill for the time she was away because she "was not here." I don't like confrontations, so I let it go. But I find my opinion of her character has become somewhat negative. Am I wrong on this?
-- Billing Inquiry
Billing: This seems more of a communication challenge than a character issue. She should have discussed her plan with you before leaving, not after, but I can see her logic -- why pay for utilities she didn't use? Presumably the bill was lower anyway. Additionally, as you noted, her finances are tight, so she may have shifted some of the budgeted utility expense over to her travel fund.
If you want her to pay a share of the utilities no matter what, you should say so up front. Or make utilities included, since presumably most of her rent payment is profit. However, I'd caution against nickel and diming this issue. After all, your question was not about money but character, so I'm assuming the cost for the utilities you used wasn't a hardship to you. Your time and hers would be better spent having a conversation about expectations going forward.
Dear Eric: My partner and I plan to host our wedding in our home state (across the country from where we live now) since most of our family is there and it makes more logistical sense. Rather than invite our friends in our new state, we thought it'd be fun to have a separate party for them here, which will also keep costs for the real wedding down. We also don't want to put a travel burden on people. Would it be tacky to have photos from the "real" wedding at the second party? I don't want people to feel left out but it seems like the best solution to "include" everyone.
-- Double I Do's
Double: Provided you don't label the photos "Pics from Our Real Wedding," your idea is a lovely gesture. Friends of mine had three separate celebrations for their wedding, each with friends and relatives in different states. They were unique gatherings that served as a testament to the far reach of my friends' connections. We were excited to see what they got up to in the other locales. You might even want to include information about both weddings on your wedding website, with links for folks to see photos from both events. This way everyone understands the intention and feels included in one big, multistate, multipart celebration. Congrats and have twice the fun.
Dear Eric: I read the column from "Invisible Dad" who felt left out of his family life. I have a suggestion. When my dad retired, he began to write a newsletter every couple of months catching up members of our extended family with what was going on in other members' lives.
My dad would then send everyone a typewritten newsletter, but of course now it could easily be done digitally. He would call a few family members from time to time and "interview" them as to what they had been doing, etc., eliciting any news that they had that they wanted to share.
Then he would write up the interviews and mail them to each family member. He would do this periodically, rotating among members. It was a wonderful way for our far-flung family to stay in touch, so I hope this might be something that would not only brighten Invisible Dad's life but would also help the rest of his family stay in better touch. And best of all, it would be a great way to involve him more with his family.
-- All the News
All the News: What a wonderful gift your dad gave your family. As someone who writes a personal newsletter every week, mostly for fun, I love the way it allows me to stay connected with friends and strangers. It's a great idea for families. I'd also suggest recording interviews with family members. I've found them to be invaluable documents of both history and feeling and they can be done right on your phone.
Dear Readers: No matter how you're spending time this weekend, I hope you'll take the opportunity to reach out to someone meaningful in your life, be it by phone or in person, and let them know you're grateful for them. I'm grateful to spend this time with you every day.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Miss Manners: Should I have attended a 'peripheral' friend's funeral? 
Letter writer felt awkward about attending a distant friend's funeral and skipped it.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-11-28
Dear Miss Manners: About 25 years ago, I was in a "moms of preschoolers" group. I knew some women better than others, but I considered all of them part of my larger friend group. As our kids grew up, we stayed somewhat in touch, forming smaller groups, but those broke up during the pandemic. I haven't seen most of these women since 2020.
One of the women passed away. She was not a close friend, so I was unaware she'd been sick for two years, but I remembered her fondly and was saddened by her death. I planned to go to the funeral. I also replied to a group email from one of her close friends, asking the sender about bringing food.
In response, I got a lecture about how this woman's husband (always a thorny guy) had said that only two people from this moms' group visited his wife when she was sick, so obviously no one cared. I would have cared, had I known she was sick. After hearing this, I felt awkward and didn't go to the funeral.
Did I do the right thing? When people send out group emails, I assume it's because they want a big outpouring from a large group of people, not all of whom are going to be the deceased's closest friends. Is it ghoulish to attend the funeral of someone who was only a peripheral sort of friend?
Ghouls are beings who like graveyards; neither your intent in going, nor your behavior, had you done so, would have supported such an accusation.
So why did you not? If it was because you feared that the husband's statement -- and his past behavior -- meant he would make a scene if you did, then it was reasonable not to go. But this would be extreme behavior on his part. His statement sounds instead, to Miss Manners, like the bitter, unthinking comment of a new widower -- made in grief and best overlooked.
It would have been better to go, and show him he was wrong. But you can still write a condolence letter.
Dear Miss Manners: I visited a family for their child's birthday party. It was my first time at their home, and I wanted to remain polite. I drive an electric car and to my delight, their home had two charging ports prominently visible and unoccupied. Would I have offended if I had plugged my vehicle in? Asking permission from an already-busy hostess seemed intrusive.
I know that in a reverse situation, I would have been more than happy to have someone charge at my home. A four-hour charge, even at high electricity prices, would work out to around $10 -- a cost I would be happy to roll into the usual party expenses. May I help myself?
That the charging station was prominently visible makes it a convenience for the homeowner and a temptation for you -- not an invitation. The cost is beside the point.
The polite thing to do when visiting another's home -- for the first time, or the 50th -- is to ask permission. Miss Manners is confident you can find a quiet moment to do so, if a top-off is necessary.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: New job took care of the burnout. So why doesn't it feel better?
A letter writer with a demanding career downshifted to a "just fine" job with less stress but now envies more successful peers.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-11-28

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: Almost two years ago, I decided to put the brakes on my career in a highly competitive profession. I was burnt out after the extra pandemic stress, and I wanted more time for my partner, family, hobbies, relaxation, etc. I took a "just fine" job that I don't have to bring home every evening.
I don't exactly regret those changes, but I feel frustrated and envious every time a friend progresses in our shared profession or I see a job description that I would love to but couldn't take without blowing up my peaceful situation. It's always in another city, state or even country.
I also feel like I've let down my mentors.
Why can't I be content with a choice I made for good reasons? Is this what a midlife crisis feels like?
-- Millennial Can't Have It All
Millennial Can't Have It All: Is there a third option? The "just fine" job was what you needed when you needed it, great -- no need to second-guess it.
But your frustration and envy might be telling you it has served its purpose, you're better-rested now, and maybe you're ready for something else. Maybe more of a challenge? It doesn't have to be the full career fire hose of before, just more than the current trickle.
Some other stuff to have in the back of your mind: It could be you just haven't found the right fit yet, be it the job or career or life path, which is okay -- it can take some trial and error. It could also be you're better suited to a "sampler" kind of life or career vs. something linear. That's fine, too.
Look around and you'll see examples of what I'm talking about. Some people will go decades into a run with one company, career or professional storyline. Others hop every few years to a completely new challenge, employer, even career.
Of course it's a luxury to be the one choosing. But no matter what, having one thing means not having something else, cue at least some degree of envy -- which means whoever started the whole "have it all" proto-hashtag owes us all a fat apology. It's preposterous framing.
If you want a different job, then start looking for one. If you'd rather stay put, then stay put. You owe your mentors nothing.
Re: Millennial: Also, ask yourself why your previous professional path led you to take work home at night and the current one does not. My experience -- entry level to executive VP at Fortune 500 companies -- was that I took work home when my boss was bad or my work was particularly exciting and I was invested in its success. If the issue was management or work culture, then you may find other paths in your old career area -- with a leadership or culture that fits you.
-- Exec
Exec: Thank you. Plus, pandemic. I think it is remarkably easy, only a few years out, to forget what a stress- and distraction-multiplier that was.
Dear Carolyn: My youngest is stretching his wings, ready to fly, and I am struggling. How can I deal with my feelings during this exciting time while not holding him back? He's doing great. I am not.
-- Emptying Nest
Emptying Nest: One very general suggestion: Toggle between being 100 percent present for him in those increasingly rare chances you're invited to be and immersing yourself in things you can see pursuing in your next life stage. Start wading into the After, just as he is. It will be good for your son to see you do it. Good luck.
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With Dogon, Kwame Onwuachi is back in D.C. and better than ever
The star chef shares his story -- and Washington's -- in his jam session of a new restaurant.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-11-27
At Dogon by Kwame Onwuachi, the seductive new restaurant in the Salamander hotel, some of the first words a newcomer hears from servers are unexpected: "Welcome home," they say.
It's one of many ways the young Afro-Caribbean restaurant distinguishes itself from the steady stream of arrivals in Washington.
The other, of course, is a theme that ties some Washington history with the many stories from chef Onwuachi, 35, the Bronx native whose resume includes the short-lived Shaw Bijou and Kith and Kin in Washington and the "Wicked"-hot Tatiana in New York. His latest labor of love covers a lot of ground, with references to his Nigerian Jamaican father's roots, his mother's Creole Trinidadian background and Onwuachi's affection for the cultures and cuisines that make Washington one of the best food cities in America.
After the hotel's owner, Sheila Johnson, recruited him to open a restaurant near L'Enfant Plaza, Onwuachi discovered the story of Benjamin Banneker, the noted astronomer and surveyor appointed by George Washington to map out the nation's capital. The detail informs the look of the dining room, whose soaring ceiling resembles a starlit moonscape. In a sweet bit of planning, Dogon opened Sept. 9, the same day the city of Washington was officially named in 1791. The guest list included Gwen Marable, a direct descendant of Banneker, a freed Black man connected to West Africa by ancestors who were members of the Dogon tribe in Mali. (Say DOE-gone.)

Executive chef Kwame Onwuachi, left, with chef de cuisine Martel Stone. 



The entrance of Dogon restaurant in the Salamander hotel. 


You may learn some of this background as you settle in and the servers go over the menu. For a nanosecond, I'm disappointed when they explain, like every other restaurant, that the food is meant to be shared and "comes out as it's ready." Et tu, Chef? How I miss old-fashioned, appetizer-then-entree pacing. Whatever arrives first erases your hesitation, however, including the bread.
Warm coco bread, presented as rolls with a crackle of sea salt, doesn't last long after the Caribbean notion meets up with malted sorghum butter. The other fine first impression marries soul food with Ethiopian accents: hot cornbread, served with a swipe of butter zapped with shiro and topped with toasted mitmita.
A few dishes will be familiar to Onwuachi followers. I'm pleased to see again his piri piri salad: a colorful gathering of tart gooseberries, juicy grapes, melon balls and half an avocado filled with toasted almond butter, an evolution of a dish the chef served at Kith and Kin, which he says he almost revived in this space but decided to "leave in the past." The salad is finished tableside with an electric papaya dressing and green seasoning oil that make a good case for double -- nay, quadruple -- dipping. "Mom Dukes Shrimp" takes us to the chef's childhood home, where a young Onwuachi ate shrimp doused in butter, garlic and Creole spices. The restaurant version is fancied up with orange juice, wine, lobster stock and, jokes the chef, "anything that crawls on the bottom of the ocean," meaning the shells from the sea treasures used at Dogon. It's intense, finger-licking-good eating.

"Hoe crab" is haute eating. 


A chef wishing to showcase local pride hereabouts is obligated to offer crab. Onwuachi puts the crustacean on a pedestal -- actually, a big bowl of rock salt festooned with cinnamon sticks and star anise -- by serving blue crab spiced with trendy chili crisp in its shell. The rousing dip goes on half-dollar-size, blini-light hoe cakes and gets eaten with aji verde sauce, a nod to the green condiment doled out at area Peruvian chicken shops. Eating this food is like watching a magician. How'd he do that? In the case of the spread, a spell is cast with the help of crab butter and shitto, Ghana's brassy hot sauce.
You might skip past what the menu simply calls "Chicken and Rice." You'd be missing one of Dogon's finest moments, a shout-out to Ethiopia's influence on the Washington food scene. The chicken, marinated in berbere and niter kibbeh, similar to Indian ghee, arrives with toppings of raw onions and fresh herbs and a mound of jollof rice. The grains, cooked in roasted shrimp stock, swell with flavor. The mind reels and the mouth waters.
A Midas touch surfaces again and again. I thought I knew collard greens, one of those comforts everyone thinks their momma does best. The kitchen, which benefits from the talent of chef de cuisine Martel Stone, 36, introduces diners to something wholly new, a dish you can't stop eating because velvety greens, caramelized onions and beef bacon make such beautiful music together. Stone, who worked under his boss at Kith and Kin and helped open Tatiana, prefers the rich, clean flavor of the beef bacon as opposed to pork bacon. So will you. Then there's Onwuachi's mashup of Korean food, specifically galbi, with Nigeria, namely suya, the spicy beef skewers sold on streets there. In Dogon's telling, slices of grilled wagyu short rib are bundled with a blazing chili jam and pickled radishes in cool lettuce wraps for something that tastes traditional and novel at the same time.

"Chicken and Rice." 


Braised oxtails have much to recommend them. Jumping with jerk seasoning, ginger and curry, they taste of the islands. Their caramelized sauce shines. But why so ... tough? The dish was the lone miss across several enchanted evenings.
Derek Brown created the drinks list. Good call, given his prominent role in growing the city's cocktail scene, both behind the bar and as an author. Brown also taps into his personal taste, and the rising sober movement, with low- and no-alcohol drinks that are every sip as thoughtful as the spirited ones. And if you want some wine to bridge the lobster escovitch and the wagyu short ribs, enlist the services of the dapper general manager and sommelier, Michael Woods. We did and got a soft, nicely peppery Netzl Zweigelt from a slice of Austria that mirrors the restaurant's embrace of tradition and innovation.
Approaching the host stand off the lobby of the Salamander sets one up for something dramatic inside. Long metal chains frame the entry, and what Onwuachi calls "shades of nighttime" find their way in the plush purple seats and elsewhere. Designers were hired to share the chef's story in the long dining room, which is notable mostly for its intimate bar and light at the end of the tunnel -- the exhibition kitchen -- as you traverse the floor.

Curry branzino. 


Unfortunately, the room is so dark you're forced to read the menu close to the illuminated glass globes on your table, and other artistic flourishes in Dogon are lost. Like most hot spots, the space is also loud. The playlist rocks. What's not to love about DeBarge, Snoh Aalegra and Masego to accompany some of the most enticing cooking in town? But the combination of the music, merriment and hard surfaces require servers to repeat their caution about the heat awaiting diners in the habanero-garlic sauce and to rerun the anecdote about Ben's Bowl, a crazy-good pairing of curry-spiced fried lamb strips and golden chickpea-potato puree completed with fried potato bits. The dish, which rouses every taste bud, honors the late owner of Ben's Chili Bowl, Ben Ali, a native of Trinidad.
Do customers mind the ambient distractions? Their faces suggest otherwise. So do their voices. No one bats an eye if you start singing to the soundtrack. And that's the vibe Onwuachi goes for. Dogon is the uncommon high-end restaurant where a largely Black clientele is catered to by a majority Black staff, something I point out because it lets a historically marginalized group feel -- be -- front and center. Yet Dogon makes sure everyone in the congregation is embraced. Already, Onwuachi has helped out with one engagement proposal, at his four-seat chef's counter. "So cool, to see love like that," says the chef, whose job was to hide the ring on his person and offer some opening lines. (The room erupted in applause when a "yes!" was called out.)
There are just two desserts, a surprise for an ambitious hotel restaurant. Get both. The pound cake is crisp around the edges and rummy, embellished with charred gooseberries, tamed with rum syrup, plus a drift of whipped cream. A refreshing ode to cherries -- the official fruit of D.C. -- combines cherry tea sorbet, vanilla pastry cream and cherry juice passed through a Japanese icemaker and transformed into ragged pink shards.
Dogon follows a number of West African-themed establishments in the United States and abroad and packs in abundant intentions, not unlike the star chef, who manages to juggle his many interests with rare grace, the occasional f-bomb excluded. His accomplishments -- memoirist, co-host of the Family Reunion in Middleburg, the subject of a future movie, the author of a forthcoming cookbook -- read like those of a group of people. I appreciate how Washington figures in so much of what he does.
Welcome home, Kwame.

"Cherries & Cream" celebrates D.C.'s official fruit. 


1330 Maryland Ave. SW. 855-228-6325. salamanderdc.com. Open for dinner 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. Prices: Appetizers $18 to $38, main courses $27 to $110 (for shareable wagyu short rib). Sound check: 79 decibels/Must speak with raised voice. Accessibility: No barriers to entry; restrooms are ADA-approved.
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Husband's lax handwashing triggers my OCD. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-11-27

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice.
This week's question is below. Check back on Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Cooking chat: What's the best ingredient to add to mashed potatoes?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal, Matt Brooks, Daniela Galarza | 2024-11-27

Mashed Potatoes With Roasted Garlic. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Are scooter drivers to blame for messy takeout orders?    
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-11-27
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Give Thanksgiving leftovers new life in soup, sandwiches and more 
These 15 recipes using Thanksgiving leftovers might be more exciting than the feast itself.
By Becky Krystal | 2024-11-27
Leftovers are a way of life in my house. Without them, I'm not sure how I'd get through a workweek filled with long commutes, parenting, after-school activities and pet care. In that context, extra food is a necessity. Around Thanksgiving, it feels like a luxury.
The days after the holiday are not just the typical "cook once, eat twice." They're more like "cook once, eat three or four times." How can you not love that? A lot of the hard work is already done, and now you can reap the benefits.
Of course, you can put as much or as little into reinventing leftovers as you want. Re-create your Thanksgiving plate with a protein and a few sides. Tuck some of this and that into a bounteous sandwich, whether on rolls, focaccia or a savory loaf. (If the fillings aren't falling out, you're doing it wrong.) Put more thought, and a few extra ingredients, into the meal and you can whip up enticing soups, pot pies, hashes and more.
Below you'll find some of our favorite uses for leftovers from our recipe archives to help you make the most of surplus turkey, vegetables, mashed potatoes, stuffing and cranberry sauce.
Before we start, some reminders: Perishable Thanksgiving dishes (turkey, many sides) should not sit out at room temperature for more than 2 hours (less is better!). Consume or freeze leftovers within 4 days.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


While this recipe was written with ground turkey as the primary ingredient, Daniela Galarza offers tips for how to make it with leftover turkey, too. Have extra dried stuffing? Use that for the topping. And a variety of surplus greens and vegetables would work here as well. Get the recipe.

(Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post/food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


Canned green chiles add oomph to this turkey chili (use white or dark meat, or both) filled out with canned white beans and frozen green beans, though, again, use what you need to finish up or have around the house. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Coat turkey in a bold and creamy sauce featuring garlic, smoked paprika and sour cream, then pile onto crisp pieces of toast. Or serve on top of your favorite starch or grain. (Mashed potatoes? Sure!) Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


If you're the kind of person who immediately wants to pivot away from the standard flavors of the Thanksgiving meal, consider this zesty hash, which ensures you will eat a ton more vegetables along with that leftover turkey. Get the recipe.

(Peggy Cormary/food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


Use two types of leftovers -- turkey and butternut squash -- in this lightened-up dish that features whole-wheat spaghetti and eliminates the typical butter and cream from the sauce. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This sandwich is designed for leftovers, specifically cornbread dressing, gravy, turkey and cranberry sauce. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This individual pot pie recipe, written with chicken and frozen vegetables in mind, is easy to adapt to leftover Thanksgiving turkey and sides. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Similarly, replace the ground turkey with cooked meat here, use whatever extra vegetables you have and top with leftover white or sweet mashed potatoes. (For a meatless option, see this farmer's pie.) Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


This classic combo of French toast and grilled ham and cheese comes together "for an over-the-top, battered and fried sandwich," former recipes editor Ann Maloney says. For post-Thanksgiving, fill the sandwiches with roast turkey, and substitute cranberry sauce for the raspberry jam. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Use leftover bread (or cinnamon-raisin bread as the recipe suggests), spinach or kale, cranberry sauce, turkey and cheddar for this tasty strata. Get the recipe.

(Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post/food styling by Diana Jeffra for The Washington Post)


You can use up both leftover turkey and turkey broth in this quick soup. (Don't forget to make a fantastic turkey stock from leftover bones). Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


As the name indicates, the beauty of this recipe is how many different vegetables you can use in the soup, because it's all pureed in the end. Crisped-up stuffing (with or without meat, depending on your needs) would be a fantastic topping, too. Get the recipe.

(Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post) 


The turkey gets a brief soak in a flavorful marinade, but then this dish, spiked with Sichuan peppercorns, comes together in minutes. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle For The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


You can have leftovers for breakfast! Use any remaining pumpkin puree from pie-baking and add to the batter for these waffles. Dollop cranberry sauce on top. (You can also go the waffle route with leftover stuffing: Just put it inside your waffle machine, press down and presto, stuffing waffle.) Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Cranberry sauce adds a boost of brightness to these hearty muffins. Get the recipe.
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Egypt inspired Black artists. Was it appropriation or homage?
The Metropolitan Museum of Art surveys 150 years of Black artists turning to ancient Egypt.
By Philip Kennicott | 2024-11-28

Fred Wilson's 1993 sculpture "Grey Area (Brown Version)," five identical reproductions of the bust of Nefertiti. Bequest of William K. Jacobs Jr. and Richard J. Kempe. (Fred Wilson/Brooklyn Museum)


NEW YORK --
In 1913, W.E.B. Du Bois staged a giant pageant called "The Star of Ethiopia" in New York, with a thousand elaborately costumed performers and detailed sets, including an Egyptian temple. Over the next 12 years, it would be seen in Philadelphia, Washington and Los Angeles, attracting an audience of more than 35,000 people for a drama that purported to tell 10,000 years of Black history with "historic accuracy and symbolic truth."
This was but one high-water mark in the long African American engagement with the cultures of northeast Africa, home of ancient Egypt, Nubia, Ethiopia and Sudan, geographical, cultural and emotional reference points in a passionate search for roots and identity. "Flight Into Egypt: Black Artists and Ancient Egypt, 1876-Now," an exhibition recently opened at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, explores 150 years of that creative endeavor, from a painting of North Africa made late in the 19th century by Henry Ossawa Tanner to the adoption of Egyptian motifs by Black social and civil rights groups in the mid-20th century to the ongoing fascination with Egyptian motifs in popular culture, including the iconography of record covers and music videos.
Du Bois was strategic about his aims and acknowledged that "The Star of Ethiopia" was dressed in "the gown and paraphernalia in which the message of education and reasonable race pride can deck itself." There was a natural tension between the historic and symbolic, the real and the useful, genuine connection and invented affinities.
The curators of "Flight Into Egypt" -- Akili Tommasino with McClain Groff -- acknowledge those tensions, in academic caveats in the catalogue essays and occasionally in the actual display, which includes a rich visual history of more than 200 objects, though nothing from the Met's formidable collection of ancient Egyptian art and artifacts. The show is fascinating, but diffuse, more an effort to map a proliferating visual history than a cohesive effort to comprehend it.

Henry Ossawa Tanner's "Flight Into Egypt," 1923. Marguerite and Frank A. Cosgrove Jr. Fund, 2001. (Juan Trujillo/Metropolitan Museum of Art) 


Egypt has been a perennial source of fascination in both Europe and the United States. It was already an ancient civilization when the ancient Greeks and Romans looked to it for inspiration, visually and politically, especially when they needed templates for autocracy and empire. Interest surged after Napoleon's 1798 invasion and the birth of modern Egyptology in the early 19th century, which roughly coincided with the initial growth of the American republic.
The giant obelisk honoring George Washington on the National Mall suggests the imaginative sway of Egyptian architecture and style in the 1830s when the design competition for the monument was held. It also presages an essential motif of this exhibition: that one way to establish political and cultural legitimacy is to appropriate the symbols of ancient Egypt. All too often that was done through theft or expropriation, or in the case of the Washington Monument, the erection of a gigantic facsimile.
Ancient Egypt was attractive to Black Americans, especially artists, for myriad reasons. First, it was an African civilization. After centuries of slavery and racism, and the erasure of history and identity, African Americans turned to Egypt for many of the reasons that Europeans and Americans did. It was a form of connection, historical continuity and legitimacy. But because it lay on the African continent, and existed both before and largely apart from the supposedly "white" roots of Western civilization in ancient Greece and Rome, the sense of kinship was deeper and more immediate.
Visually, the art of ancient Egypt was amenable to modernist taste. To contemporary artists in the early 20th century, Egyptian art seemed stylized, austere and confidently poised between the poles of representation and abstraction. It was ready-made with what we would call memes -- the Sphinx, the pyramids, the headdress of Tutankhamen and the crown of Nefertiti -- that could be deployed in paintings, sculpture, posters and advertising.
It was also something of a cipher. The literature of ancient Egypt, especially the literature that circulated in the early 20th century, gave a sense of ritual, myth and dynastic history, but nothing like the density and texture of culture bequeathed by the Greeks, or the endless and elaborate soap operas of the Romans. The culture was monumental, and rather blank.
The complexity of these connections is evident in Lois Mailou Jones's 1953 painting "Egyptian Heritage," which includes a self-portrait of the artist and the famous bust of Nefertiti in the Egyptian Museum of Berlin collection. The background to these figures uses the two-dimensional profile style of classic Egyptian painting, along with hieroglyphic motifs and a figure that suggests the goddess Hathor, wearing a disk and horns headdress. The striking thing is the expression on the artist's face, or perhaps the lack of expression. Identity is a complex thing, and one senses that Jones's search for it is unresolved.
The same sentiment is expressed more ironically in Glenn Ligon's 2008 "Gold Nobody Knew Me #1," which bears a stenciled reference to a riff by comedian Richard Pryor: "I went to Africa. I went to the Motherland to find my roots! right? Seven hundred million black people! Not one of those mother----ers knew me." It's a pithy and biting expression of what is also a painful reality: that the search for group identity often masks a deeper and frustrating desire to understand the self, the inner sense of identity and belonging.
Pryor's comedy also underscores a recurring theme of the exhibition: the efforts of white scholars, historians and Egyptologists to lay their own, exclusive claims to possession of the Egyptian inheritance. In a 1977 skit on "The Richard Pryor Show," the comedian played a Black archaeologist who discovers a bombshell text, "The Book of Life," which ascribes the origins of Egyptian civilization to Black alien gods, descending from a spaceship. His colleagues will have none of it, and lock him in the tomb.
Black researchers, archaeologists and Egyptologists were consistently excluded and marginalized, as documentary evidence included in the exhibition makes painfully clear. White Egyptologists often claimed Egypt as an exclusively or predominantly Mediterranean culture, while other scholars and some of the artists in this exhibition lay claim to it as a transhistorical font of Black history and culture. Both claims miss the point: that these categories and identities would have been meaningless to the ancient Egyptians, who tended to think about people geographically -- where they came from, especially if they posed a threat -- rather than racially. Ancient Egypt was its own civilization, poised between sub-Saharan Africa, the Near East and the Mediterranean world.
Fred Wilson's 1993 sculpture "Grey Area (Brown Version)" gets at the issue with nuance and clarity. It consists of five identical reproductions of the same bust of Nefertiti seen in the painting by Jones, each one colored slightly differently, from white to brown to black. It prompts two simultaneous thoughts, one a question (what color were the ancient Egyptians?) and the other an impatient riposte (they are all the same).
The exhibition covers an enormous amount of ground and encompasses popular culture, science fiction, street art, fashion, and fraternal and sororal organizations that borrowed Egyptian symbols and themes. There is enough material here for several exhibitions. One of those would focus more on the visual connections between the best of the art in this exhibition, which grapples seriously with the representational language of ancient Egypt, and the work of artists inspired by that material.

Jas Knight's diptych "The African Origin of Civilization," 2023. (Jas Knight)


It's unfortunate that the exhibition doesn't take advantage of the Met's astonishing collection of ancient Egyptian art, but that seems to have been too emotionally fraught for it to be included in this show. The reasons are institutional and cultural. The Met has long separated its ancient Egyptian art from its larger display of African art, as if there is no connection between the two. That deeply embedded though no longer intentional institutional slight inspires an incisive 2023 painting by Jas Knight, "The African Origin of Civilization," which depicts an African mask next to a fragment of an Egyptian bust, with a sharp line indicating the geometry of the diptych and the underlying curatorial incoherence.
And Egyptology, born of conquest, colonial subjugation and empire, is seen by some as still too implicated in those projects to be a legitimate discipline.
But the art of ancient Egypt was deeply meaningful to many of the artists in this exhibition, and it is disconcerting to see all the variations, riffs and fantasias it inspired without reference to the originals. Their absence also sidelines an essential question that is unaddressed. Was the art of ancient Egypt inspiring because it symbolized liberation, or power? The monuments of Pharaonic Egypt are among the most impressive in the world. But it was a hard society, with a powerful priestly caste and forms of slavery and bonded labor.
Included in the exhibition is a 1962 record cover showing the great American soprano Leontyne Price in the title role of Giuseppe Verdi's Egyptian opera, "Aida." Du Bois's 1913 pageant also included music from "Aida," an opera Verdi was reluctant to write. Temperamentally allergic to things like tyranny and theocracy, the composer called ancient Egypt "a land that once possessed a grandeur and a civilization that I could never bring myself to admire."
I suspect that many of the artists in this exhibition wouldn't admire the reality of ancient Egypt, either. This was all about invention, projection and a splash of utopian fantasy, rather like the European and American idealization of ancient Greece and Rome.
Flight Into Egypt: Black Artists and Ancient Egypt, 1876-Now continues through Feb. 17 at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. metmuseum.org
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The 39 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate Thanksgiving with karaoke and turkey; welcome Santa at parades and holiday tree lightings, and enjoy all of the festive music.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-11-27
Holidays collide this week: Consecutive days bring pre-Thanksgiving dance parties, Thanksgiving meals, Black Friday shopping, Christmas tree lighting ceremonies, caroling, and more seasonal joy than you can shake a candy cane at. But beyond the U.S. Capitol's Christmas Tree and the U.S. Botanic Garden's holiday train display, there are other activities, such as the kickoff for D.C. Cocktail Week, Native American Heritage Day at National Museum of the American Indian, and GALA Hispanic Theatre's annual Latin American film festival.
Philadelphia Ballet's 'George Balanchine's The Nutcracker' at the Kennedy Center
The Philadelphia Ballet (which was, until 2021, the Pennsylvania Ballet) brings a traditional staging of "The Nutcracker," created by seminal choreographer George Balanchine in 1954, to the Kennedy Center for four nights at the start of the holiday season. Nov. 27 and Nov. 29 through Dec. 1. $50-$228.
Foushee at Union Stage
For Foushee, R&B is but one tradition from which the singer-songwriter draws. Her earliest releases offered her takes on everything from Depeche Mode's "Enjoy the Silence" to a reimagining of Carole King's "It's Too Late" that sounded like Minnie Riperton was singing it. Her debut album, "Softcore," looked to punk and metal for inspiration, but her latest, "Pointy Heights," mixes breezy soul, spacey post-punk and Jamaican rhythms. 8 p.m. $35-$50.
'The Last Waltz' at Boundary Stone
The Band recorded the legendary concert film "The Last Waltz" at Winterland Ballroom in San Francisco on Thanksgiving Day 1976. At Boundary Stone, the welcoming pub in Bloomingdale, it has become a tradition to watch Martin Scorsese's much-lauded documentary on Thanksgiving Eve. The film plays with full sound throughout the restaurant and bar. Reservations are available, or hang at the bar and sing along. 8 p.m. Free.
A Night of Amapiano at Culture
South African DJ duo TxC blend jazz, soul and house into their signature amapiano sound, which has taken them to dance clubs far from their native country. TxC visits Culture for a lively party sponsored by Amapiano DMV, with assistance from residents Mobu, Anansi and Jaha & Patto, and locals Everything Nice. 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. $50-$80.
AfroTech at Saint-Ex
Afro-house, '90s hip-hop, amapiano, Afrobeats and jungle are all on the menu when a half-dozen DJs, including Yo Will!, Nativesun and Madd OD take over Cafe Saint-Ex and the basement Gate 54. 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. Free.
Church on Sunday at Eighteenth Street Lounge
The roaming Church on Sunday party isn't held on Sundays, but its rotating cast of DJs can definitely awaken your spirit. A pre-Thanksgiving throwdown at Eighteenth Street Lounge features hip-hop, deep house, Afro-Latino beats and everything in between, thanks to DJs Pedro Night, Mista Selecta, Ebb King and DJ Doobie. Doors open at 9 p.m.; RSVP free admission before 12:30 a.m. 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. Free.
DNB All-Stars at Echostage
Andy C burst onto the nascent drum'n'bass scene in 1993 with the influential track "Valley of the Shadows" and never looked back. Bou hit the top 5 of the UK singles chart last year with the thunderous bass line of "Baddadan," on which the Manchester-based producer collaborated with Chase & Status. They're the top two names on a bill of drum'n'bass all-stars at Echostage, which promises more bass line for your buck than anywhere else in town. 9 p.m. $35-$45.
Pre-Thanksgiving at Jimmy Valentine's
The night before Thanksgiving is a tradition at Jimmy Valentine's: Expect house, techno, drum'n'bass and other various electronic genres for a crowd of late-night revelers. After all, the music goes until 4 a.m. Doors at 8 a.m. Free.
Wingsgiving at Union Pub
If there won't be enough gluttony on Thursday, get a head start on stuffing your face at Union Pub's Wingsgiving, which doubles the length of the Capitol Hill bar's weekly Wing Night. From 1 to 9 p.m., wings are 50 cents each -- choose from Old Bay, Buffalo, BBQ or plain -- in orders of 10, as long as you hit the a two-drink minimum. (Pro tip: The house Union Pub pils is $4 a pint, if you're looking to save a few bucks.) 1 to 9 p.m. Prices are up to you.
Thanksgiving activities
Government offices and private companies may shut down on Thanksgiving Day, but it's easier to find a way to spend the holiday than it is on Christmas. All Smithsonian museums are open as usual, including the National Zoo. The National Gallery of Art, too, is operating usual hours, and you can take free guided tours covering the origins of modern art or French impressionism. The Sculpture Garden ice rink is also open. And, of course, it's opening day for one of our favorite holiday traditions: The trains at the U.S. Botanic Garden's annual Seasons Greenings display begin running in the outdoor gardens. Explore the multilevel model train display before heading into the conservatory to enjoy thousands of poinsettias and the collection of D.C. landmarks made from plant materials.
Thanksgiving food and drinks
It can be tough to be alone on Thanksgiving, no matter the reason. Thankfully, there are bars that welcome you to come in for a free meal and socializing. Busboys and Poets in Anacostia serves lunches to anyone who asks, accompanied by live music, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. More than 250 people have taken advantage of the offer in previous years. Lyman's Tavern opens its doors at 6 p.m., and serves dinner with turkey, sausage stuffing and sides -- and vegan options, too -- at 7 p.m. The Pug's annual potluck begins around 9 p.m., with a smoked turkey and, usually, too many sides. Bring a dish to share, or just enjoy the feast.
After-dinner activities
A few things to do if you need to get out of the house: Murphy's of Alexandria is open as usual at 11 a.m., showing football during the day and hosting live music from the Lenny and Tim Duo at 8:30 p.m. Freddie's Beach Bar serves a dinner buffet at 4 p.m., followed by karaoke. JV's, one of our top dive bars in the D.C. area, opens at 4:30 p.m. to serve dinner, and guitarist Dave Chappel takes the stage at 8. As You Are opens at 6:30 with no kitchen, but the no-shame Shower Karaoke kicks off at 7. JR's is open at 7 p.m. if you're looking for a cocktails and show tunes fix. Local legend WesstheDJ spins at Trade's Fam Night, where you can "bring your leftovers," starting at 10 p.m.
D.C. Cocktail Week
At a restaurant, you probably think about what wine goes best with your entree, and you may even have considered pairing your main course with beer or cider. But what about a cocktail? The annual D.C. Cocktail Week, sponsored by the Restaurant Association Metropolitan Washington, encourages the exploration of food and mixed drinks. Almost 100 locations around the area offer special snack-and-a-drink pairings. These range from basic -- Casta's Rum Bar offers a classic Cuban sandwich and a house mojito for $20 -- to wildly creative, like at Barmini, where Jose Andres's team preps a "pumpkin-washed old-fashioned" to pair with what is described as "cornbread (but not really)" for $40. While not every participant has finalized its lineup, some of the intriguing offerings include those at Cranes (a smoky mezcal and sherry cocktail with shiitake yakitori, $18), Le Mont Royal (a Ford's Gin mule with house ginger beer and a half-dozen Prince Edward Island oysters, $21); Bar Chinois (tequila, basil-toasted sesame coconut creme, Suze and matcha creme brulee, $15) and Vagabond (a warm winter take on a mai tai and fried plantain slices, $19). Through Dec. 5. Prices vary; see a full list of participants and pairings on dccocktailweek.com.
Native American Heritage Day at National Museum of the American Indian
Watch as Starr Chief Eagle demonstrates the art of hoop dancing as part of the Smithsonian's celebration of Native American Heritage Day. This enrolled member of the Sicangu (Rosebud) Lakota Sioux Tribe performs four times throughout the day at the National Museum of the American Indian, starting at 11:30 a.m. The program also celebrates the accomplishments of writer, composer and activist Zitkala-Sa, a champion of Native American and women's rights who lobbied for the passage of the Indian Citizenship Act of 1924. (The U.S. Mint just started shipping quarters emblazoned with her likeness.) The free program is a collaboration among the Mint, the National Museum of the American Indian and the Smithsonian American Women's History Museum. 11:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Free.
Holiday parades and tree lightings
Santa is a busy man on Friday. The jolly old elf kicks off the annual Holiday Parade at Reston Town Center at 11 a.m., where a full day of fun includes ice skating, mini-train rides and horse-drawn carriage rides before the Christmas tree is lit at 6 p.m. Santa is also the guest of honor at the Mosaic District's Merry Mosaic that night, where he arrives by fire truck with a parade and live music before the 7 p.m. tree lighting.
Electric Snappy's Tree-Tacular Tree Lot at Electric Cool-Aid
It sounds like a dream collaboration for dive bar fans: Petworth favorite Snappy's Small Bar and the frozen cocktail mavens at Electric Cool-Aid are teaming up to ... run a pop-up Christmas tree lot at the Shaw cocktail garden. Go browse the trees -- prices range from $99 for a five-foot tree to $224 for a nine-foot tree -- or just enjoy a seasonal cocktail or beer while inhaling the enchanting pine scent. To mark Black Friday, the lot is opening at 10 a.m. instead of the usual 2 p.m. will also have a special makers market. Friday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday and Sunday from noon to 8 p.m.
25th annual Gingerbread House Contest and Show at Darnall's Chance
For a quarter of a century, the Darnall's Chance House Museum in Upper Marlboro has hosted a sweet gingerbread house contest open to all ages. The rules are simple: Everything used to decorate the structure must be edible, and no premade kits are allowed. Check out this year's competitors and vote for your favorites, but remember: no sampling. Friday through Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. each day, through Dec. 15. $2; Free for children younger than 5.
'Elf' in Concert at the Kennedy Center
The National Symphony Orchestra provides the soundtrack to Buddy the Elf's journey from the North Pole to New York City in search of his human father. The movie is screened four times this weekend, including two matinees that might suit the little ones. Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.; Saturday at 2 p.m.; Sunday at 3 p.m. $34-$99.
Black Friday Makers Market and Beer Release at Right Proper Brewing
Right Proper Brewing's version of a doorbuster is the release of a brand-new beer: a hoppy Black West Coast Pilsner, made with friends Upweller and Lost Generation, and appropriate dark for the holiday. While you sip at the Shaw brewpub's taproom, peruse a selection of booths run by local makers, and listen to music from Madison Sherman and Austin Stahle. Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
Raheem DeVaughn at the Howard Theatre
As the self-described "Love King of RnB," Raheem DeVaughn has been singing about the intricacies of sex and romance for nearly two decades. Despite his tenure in the business, the D.C.-raised talent stays busy, releasing three new albums in 2023. Backed by a full band, DeVaughn promises to end a month full of R&B with a bang. 8 p.m. $35.
Jinkx and Dela Holiday Show at Lincoln Theatre
"RuPaul's Drag Race" stars Jinkx Monsoon and BenDeLaCreme return for an all-new edition of their annual holiday show, which moves to the city proper this year after past years' performances at Tysons' Capital One Hall. The spectacle includes annual favorites alongside comedy skits and new songs. Expect mature themes and language. Nov. 30. $49-$299.
Bridge District Holiday Tree Lot at Sandlot Anacostia
Sandlot Anacostia may have closed its beer garden for the season, but for the next two weekends, it's turning into the Bridge District Holiday Tree Lot. Beyond browsing for Christmas trees, you can get family photos with "Southeast Santa" and pick up complimentary hot chocolate and snacks from the neighborhood nonprofit Food on the Stove. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Black Market Creatives Showcase at Anacostia Arts Center
Shop small and local at this curated marketplace, where more than 100 Black artists, crafters and entrepreneurs sell and display a range of works. Now in its ninth year, the showcase features a lineup of performances while you browse. 1 to 6 p.m. Free.
City Center Holiday Tree Lighting Celebration
"American Idol" winner Jordin Sparks headlines the tree lighting at CityCenterDC on Saturday. Look for face painters and other family entertainment before the 75-foot tree is lit at 6 p.m. NBC's Eun Yang is the host. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
'A Charlie Brown Christmas' with the Eric Byrd Trio at the Hamilton
The Eric Byrd Trio has performed around the world as jazz ambassadors for the State Department, but the trio has made a tradition of performing Vince Guaraldi's famous score for "A Charlie Brown Christmas" in its own backyard. There are two performances at the Hamilton, both of which are guaranteed to get you in the holiday spirit. 3 and 6:30 p.m. $15-$25.
Holiday caroling at the Willard Intercontinental Hotel
Few places in Washington are as festive as the lobby of the Willard InterContinental Hotel, and not just because of the decorations, including a massive central Christmas tree. For the first 23 nights of December, the hotel welcomes choral groups to perform, ranging from high school groups to the Gay Men's Chorus of Washington, while guests sip seasonal cocktails from a pop-up bar. The Potomac Harmony Chorus kicks off the 2024 season. 6 to 8 p.m. nightly through Dec. 23. Free.
'Messiah' Sing-Along at Clarendon United Methodist Church
Returning for an astounding 53rd year, this Clarendon tradition starts with a preconcert look at Handel's score, vocal warm-ups and a showcase of area choral ensembles. If you can't make it, watch the live stream on YouTube. 7:30 p.m. Free.
'The Muppet Christmas Carol' at the National Harbor
The National Harbor's holiday movie series continues with a screening of 1992's "The Muppet Christmas Carol" (the only version of the tale to include both Michael Caine and Kermit the Frog) on the jumbo screen overlooking the Potomac. Bundle up, bring a blanket and grab food to-go from a nearby restaurant to enjoy while you watch. 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free.
Grand Illumination at Annapolis City Dock
Annapolis celebrates the holidays with caroling, live music, ballet and story time on the City Dock, before Santa and Mrs. Claus light the city's tree at 5:15 p.m. 3 p.m. Free.
Evergreen Needle Workshop at Anxo
As the holiday season kicks off, find a new appreciation for the pine needles that fall off the Christmas tree or front door wreath and get all over your home during the next few weeks. Forager and food writer April Thompson leads a class at D.C.'s Anxo Cidery on the many uses for evergreen needles. You'll sip on a cocktail made with evergreen needles and learn how to identify different varieties and their various flavors and health benefits. Thompson also teaches students about crafts, including how to create an evergreen needle body scrub, which you'll take home from class. 4 p.m. $49.
'Merry Tuba Christmas' at the Kennedy Center
Think you love seasonal tunes like "O Come, All Ye Faithful" and "It Came Upon A Midnight Clear"? Wait until you hear them performed by a rich, throaty ensemble of euphonium and tuba players. What began as a concert at the Rockefeller Plaza ice rink in 1974 has spread across America. This holiday season, Tuba Christmas is celebrated in Frederick and Fredericksburg, Annapolis and Leesburg. But the best-known gathering of brass is at the Kennedy Center's Concert Hall, on a stage where musicians sport Santa hats, the bells of instruments are adorned with tinsel, and "Santa Wants a Tuba for Christmas" counts as a showstopper. This is a true community event: Up to 250 brass musicians can participate, with registration beginning on the day of the concert, before an afternoon rehearsal. If you're more enthusiast than tubaist, a limited number of free tickets are available on the Kennedy Center's website, with more distributed at the box office on a first-come, first-served basis. 6 p.m. Free.
U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree Lighting
Tickets for the National Christmas Tree Lighting on the Ellipse were taken weeks ago, but the lighting of the U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree, an 80-foot spruce from the Tongass National Forest in Alaska, is free and open to all on the Capitol's west front. The tree is decorated with 10,000 ornaments created by students and community groups. 5 p.m. Free.
Embassy of Argentina tango classes at Dupont Underground
Here's an early holiday present that works equally well for treating yourself or spending time with a special someone: Three weeks of beginner and intermediate tango classes organized by the Argentine Embassy, with instructor Victor Rua, beneath Dupont Circle. No experience is required, and you're welcome to sign up solo or with a partner. After the third class, stick around for a holiday milonga, or dance party, to show off your new moves. Registration covers all three classes, and drop-ins are not available. Classes Dec. 3, 10 and 17 from 6:30 to 8 p.m.; milonga Dec. 17 from 8:15 to 10:30 p.m. $60.
GALA Film Fest at GALA Hispanic Theatre
Each year, a festival at GALA Hispanic Theatre in Columbia Heights screens the latest in Latin American cinema, complete with receptions sponsored by various embassies and Q&A sessions with actors and filmmakers. This year's edition includes films from Chile, Argentina, Mexico and Colombia, in Spanish with English subtitles. Among the selections are "Alien Island," a documentary about UFO encounters during the time of Gen. Augusto Pinochet's regime in Chile, and "The Punishment," a psychological thriller about a lost child that was shot in a single take, followed by a talk with director Matias Bize. Through Dec. 8. $10 per film; $35 for a ticket to all seven films.
NSO 'Ugly Sweater Holiday Concert' at the Anthem
Even the National Symphony Orchestra likes to cut loose once in a while. The annual "Ugly Sweater Holiday Concert" is the NSO's attempt to kill the stodgy reputation of classical concerts, with musicians and pops conductor Steven Reineke donning hideously tacky knitwear onstage at the Anthem for a night of classic holiday melodies and more recent additions to the canon, as well as some surprises. Audience members are also encouraged to dress for the occasion -- the uglier the better. After all, this is the Anthem, not some stuffy concert hall. 7:30 p.m. $25-$40.
Jackie Lee's 7th anniversary
Happy lucky seventh anniversary to Jackie Lee's, the kind of friendly, cool neighborhood bar that most parts of the city wish they had. Drop in for barbecue -- even vegan -- and one of Jackie Lee's signature Old Fashioneds, or take your chances on the signature Dice Roll Combo, where the roll of two separate eight-sided dice determines your beer-and-a-shot pairing. Since this is Lucky 7, here's hoping you don't roll White Claw and Malort, unless that's your thing. 5 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Light Yards Express (family-friendly opening) at the Yards
The annual Light Yards -- an annual artsy, interactive light display on the banks of the Anacostia River -- kicks off with a family event featuring miniature train rides, glitter tattoos, a DJ and an appearance by Santa. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Free.
'Off Book: The Improvised Musical' at Howard Theatre
On their weekly podcast, comedians Jess McKenna and Zach Reino create a musical from scratch and bring it to life. Now they're bringing the act -- which is different every night -- on tour, including a stop at Howard Theatre. 6:30 p.m. $25.
Kelly Bishop at Sixth & I
Fans of the early aughts easy-watch "Gilmore Girls" might recognize Kelly Bishop from her role as mother to Lorelai (the elder). But beyond the show that cemented her legacy, the actress has had a storied career, including a Tony win, and a turbulent personal life -- which she divulges in her memoir "The Third Gilmore Girl." She'll talk about that and more in conversation with Dana Bash, CNN's chief political correspondent. 6 p.m. $40 for ticket and book ahead of event. $45 day of event. $12 virtual ticket; $37 for virtual ticket and book.
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Terry McLaurin lines up primarily on the left. Does it matter?
The star wideout has been in the same spot consistently under coordinator Kliff Kingsbury, but his targets have dropped during the Commanders' three-game skid.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-11-28

Commanders wide receiver Terry McLaurin leaps to make a catch against cornerback Jourdan Lewis during Washington's 34-26 loss to the Dallas Cowboys on Sunday. (Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 


Just about every season -- no matter the Washington Commanders' coach, play caller, scheme or quarterback -- wide receiver Terry McLaurin's targets, or lack thereof, become a topic of concern.
It's happening again this year, even though McLaurin is fourth in the NFL with 823 receiving yards and in just 12 games has matched his career high with seven touchdown catches. There's a new wrinkle in the annual McLaurin target saga, though: his route location.
This season, in new coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's offense, McLaurin leads the league with 497 snaps lined up on the left side -- Chicago's DJ Moore is second at 470 -- and is tied with Denver's Courtland Sutton for the most targets as the No. 1 wide left receiver (53), according to TruMedia. McLaurin has been the wide right receiver for just six targets and has been in the slot for 15. Conversely, the Commanders' Noah Brown leads all NFL players with 38 targets as the wide right receiver.
Is it a hindrance to have McLaurin align mainly on one side? Yes and no.
It wasn't a hindrance for Marvin Harrison, as Coach Dan Quinn noted. Harrison, the Hall of Famer and former Indianapolis Colts star whom McLaurin idolized as a kid, played every snap of his career on the right side. Fellow Colts standout Reggie Wayne typically was on the left or occasionally in the slot.
"I would say it's a little bit specific to the club," Quinn added. "And the reason I say that is you can be left and right like [former Colts offensive coordinator Tom] Moore did utilizing those guys, and you can do in-breaks from the same location to the same side to catch the same pass all the time. You can make cases for that as well as moving people into different locations."
McLaurin is on pace for one of the finest seasons of his career and is second in the league in expected points added per catch from the left side (37.2). But he has built his career as a versatile pass catcher who can line up virtually anywhere -- on the left side, on the right side, in the slot or even in the backfield -- and be successful. Last season, McLaurin was targeted 49 times as the wide left receiver, 58 times when wide right and 20 times in the slot, per TruMedia.
Before Washington's three-game skid, McLaurin's alignment was rarely, if ever, perceived as an outside concern. But in the past three weeks, Washington's offense has looked stagnant, and McLaurin has been targeted just 14 times, including a season-low two times in the Nov. 14 loss at Philadelphia. Diversifying McLaurin's alignment could give opponents more to consider before the snap. It also could take advantage of McLaurin's skill set.
"Statistically, I feel like I'm having success where I'm at," he said. "But obviously the versatility, when you have players you can move around, that adds another element that defenses have to prepare for, especially if you're on the right or in the slot or in motion. So it's just different ways that you can keep defenses on their toes as they're preparing. I think that's kind of the way I see it.
"At the end of the day, if they stick me out on the left and I'm there, I'm going to make plays. I just want to have as many opportunities as possible to help the team. ... I'm a team player, and I'm willing to go wherever it takes to help us continue to have success."

Marshon Lattimore made his debut on the practice field for the Commanders. (Gerald Herbert/AP)


Marshon Lattimore practiced Wednesday for the first time since the Commanders acquired him from the New Orleans Saints on Nov. 5. He was officially listed as limited; he was seen working with fellow cornerback Benjamin St-Juste on his hand skills and footwork during the media-viewing portion of the workout.
Washington gave up a haul to get the 28-year-old -- third-, fourth- and sixth-round picks in the 2025 draft for Lattimore and a 2025 fifth-rounder -- with the perspective that he can boost the secondary not just for the rest of this season but possibly for the next couple of seasons. He has two more years on his contract with non-guaranteed salaries of $16 million and $16.5 million.
A hamstring injury he suffered while with the Saints has delayed the start of his Washington tenure.
"We're really following a rigorous process with him," Quinn said. "... But we are pumped to get him back on the field. It's hard to predict with soft-tissue injuries."
Washington's bye arrives after Sunday's home matchup with the Tennessee Titans, but Quinn indicated last week that the team's schedule may not factor into Lattimore's return.
"You've got to make sure these soft-tissue injuries are strong -- the quads, glutes, calves, hamstrings," he said last Friday. "If [he is] fully healed and able to do all the things, the top speeds, then that would be the marker to go. But not until then."

Austin Ekeler was hurt late in Sunday's loss. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


Running back Austin Ekeler and right tackle Andrew Wylie, both of whom are in the concussion protocol, did not practice Wednesday. Wylie did attend the workout; he participated in the team stretch and observed individual drills during the media-viewing portion, a good sign for his potential availability Sunday.
Running back Brian Robinson Jr., who suffered an ankle injury in Sunday's loss to the Dallas Cowboys, was a limited participant at practice but expressed optimism about being ready for Sunday.
"It was a surprising day today, actually," he said. "I was actually able to go out and put strength on it and move around, and I felt pretty good for what I was doing today. I'm looking forward to making great progress, which I expect to do. And if all goes well, then, yes, I will be able to play Sunday."
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