
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      
        [image: masthead]
      

      Thursday, December 5, 2024

      

      
        
          	
            Top news
          
          	48
        

        
          	
            Sports
          
          	46
        

        
          	
            Politics
          
          	38
        

        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	28
        

        
          	
            U.s. news
          
          	26
        

        
          	
            Oddities
          
          	2
        

        
          	
            Technology
          
          	4
        

        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	6
        

        
          	
            Business
          
          	5
        

        
          	
            Health
          
          	14
        

        
          	
            Science
          
          	1
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports
          
        

      

      Top news

      
        Ammunition used in CEO's killing had 'Deny,' 'defend' and 'depose' written on it, AP source says
      

      
        Yoon replaces the defense minister as South Korea's parliament moves to vote on their impeachments
      

      
        Syrian insurgents capture central city of Hama in severe setback to the Syrian president
      

      
        Hegseth faces senators' concerns not only about his behavior but also his views on women in combat
      

      
        Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy are bringing Trump's DOGE to Capitol Hill
      

      
        The US government is closing a women's prison and other facilities after years of abuse and decay
      

      
        Secret Service director vows reorganization as members of Congress press him over major lapses
      

      
        As data centers proliferate, conflict with local communities follows
      

      
        NASA's stuck astronauts hit 6 months in space. Just 2 more to go
      

      
        AP's top songs of 2024: 'Texas Hold 'Em,' 'Not Like Us,' 'Igual Que Un Angel' and more
      

      
        Consumer Reports survey finds electric vehicle reliability improving but lagging gas models
      

      
        Bitcoin has surpassed the $100,000 mark as the post-election rally continues. What's next?
      

      
        Memphis' mayor pushes back against feds' calls for major reforms of city's police force
      

      
        Gunman may have targeted California religious school in shooting that wounded 2 kindergartners
      

      
        What to know about the deadly shooting of UnitedHealthcare's CEO
      

      
        Key members of OPEC+ alliance are putting off production increases amid slack crude prices
      

      
        European satellites launched to create artificial solar eclipses in a tech demo
      

      
        Why Trump and the Federal Reserve could clash in the coming years
      

      
        Amnesty International says Israel is committing genocide in Gaza. Israel rejects the allegations
      

      
        2 kindergarteners wounded and gunman dead after shooting at California religious school
      

      
        What to know about martial law and the effort to impeach South Korea's president
      

      
        Some young Kenyans turn to kung fu for self-improvement in difficult times
      

      
        A look at the context behind South Korea's shocking martial law edict
      

      
        Memphis police use excessive force and discriminate against Black people, Justice Department finds
      

      
        Police hunt for UnitedHealthcare CEO's masked killer after 'brazen, targeted' attack on NYC street
      

      
        What's next: South Korean leader's martial law declaration threatens his political career
      

      
        Peter Navarro served prison time related to Jan. 6. Now Trump is bringing him back as an adviser
      

      
        Middle East latest: An Israeli strike on a Gaza tent camp kills at least 21 people
      

      
        Hegseth fights to save Pentagon nomination as sources say Trump considers DeSantis
      

      
        Police say searchers don't expect to find woman in Pennsylvania sinkhole alive
      

      
        Trump's picks for key positions in his second administration
      

      
        US senators grill airline officials about fees for seats and checked bags
      

      
        UnitedHealthcare CEO kept a low public profile. Then he was shot to death in New York
      

      
        Stock market today: Tech stocks and AI pull Wall Street to more records
      

      
        White House says at least 8 US telecom firms, dozens of nations impacted by China hacking campaign
      

      
        Israeli strikes on a Gaza tent camp kill at least 21 people, hospital says
      

      
        French lawmakers vote to oust prime minister in the first successful no-confidence vote since 1962
      

      
        Supreme Court seems likely to uphold Tennessee's ban on medical treatments for transgender minors
      

      
        or even there?
      

      
        US military takes pride in religious diversity. Would things change if Pete Hegseth takes charge?
      

      
        Biden says 'Africa is the future' as he pledges millions more on the last day of Angola visit
      

      
        Trump's pick to run the DEA withdraws his name from consideration. Trump says he pulled the plug
      

      
        Raw milk recall in California expands after tests detect more bird flu virus
      

      
        Harris found success with women who have cats, but Trump got the dog owner vote: AP VoteCast
      

      
        South Korea's opposition parties move to impeach president over sudden declaration of martial law
      

      
        Trump's defense pick Pete Hegseth faces deepening scrutiny in Senate
      

      
        EU pushes back deforestation law by a year after outcry from global producers
      

      
        Hamas and Fatah are near an agreement on who will oversee postwar Gaza
      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Ammunition used in CEO's killing had 'Deny,' 'defend' and 'depose' written on it, AP source says

    Ammunition used in CEO's killing had 'Deny,' 'defend' and 'depose' written on it, AP source says

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 13 | 
            UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson was killed Wednesday morning in what investigators suspect was a targeted shooting outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference. (AP video: Ted Shaffrey)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows a man wanted for questioning in connection to the investigation of the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows a man wanted for questioning in connection to the investigation of the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            Bullets lie on the sidewalk at the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            Members of the New York police crime scene unit pick up cups marking the spots where bullets lie as they investigate the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            This still image from surveillance video obtained by the Associated Press shows the suspect, left, sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, center, outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            This undated photo provided by UnitedHealth Group shows UnitedHealthcare chief executive officer Brian Thompson. (AP Photo/UnitedHealth Group via AP)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            A New York police officer stands on 54th Street outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            This combination of images provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            A reward poster hangs on a light pole outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot ,Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            Members of the New York police crime scene unit investigate bullets lying on the sidewalk at the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            The UnitedHealthcare headquarters in Minnetonka, Minn., lowered its flags to half-staff on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in honor of CEO Brian Thompson, who was fatally shot outside a hotel in New York. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows a man wanted for questioning in connection to the investigation of the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows a man wanted for questioning in connection to the investigation of the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            Bullets lie on the sidewalk at the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            This still image from surveillance video obtained by the Associated Press shows the suspect, left, sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, center, outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A New York police officer stands on 54th Street outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            A reward poster hangs on a light pole outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot ,Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The masked gunman who stalked and killed the leader of one of the largest U.S. health insurance companies outside a Manhattan hotel used ammunition emblazoned with the words "deny," "defend" and "depose," a law enforcement official said Thursday.

The official was not authorized to publicly discuss details of the ongoing investigation and spoke to The Associated Press on the condition of anonymity.

UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, 50, died in a dawn ambush Wednesday as he walked to the company's annual investor conference at a Hilton hotel in Midtown, blocks from tourist draws like Radio City Music Hall and the Museum of Modern Art. The reason behind the killing remained unknown. 

The message left on the ammunition echoes the phrase "delay, deny, defend," which is commonly used by attorneys and insurance industry critics to describe tactics used to avoid paying claims. It refers to insurers delaying payment, denying a claim and then defending their actions. Health insurers like UnitedHealthcare have become frequent targets of criticism from doctors and patients for complicating access to care.

Investigators recovered several 9 mm shell casings from outside the hotel and a cellphone from the alleyway through which the shooter fled, NYPD Chief of Detectives Joseph Kenny had said earlier.

The killing and the shooter's movements in the minutes before and afterward were captured on some of the multitudes of security cameras present in that part of the city.

The hunt for the shooter brought New York City police Thursday morning to at least two hostels on Manhattan's Upper West Side, based on a tip that the suspected shooter may have stayed at one of the residences, according to a second law enforcement official briefed on the investigation, who requested anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the ongoing search.

Police also released photos of a person they said was wanted for questioning in connection with the shooting. The photos appeared to have been taken in the lobby of the HI New York City hostel, according to images of the lobby available online. An employee at the hostel confirmed that police had visited the location Thursday, but declined to provide further information.

Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch said Wednesday that while investigators had not yet established a motive, the shooting was no random act of violence. "Many people passed the suspect, but he appeared to wait for his intended target," she said.

Investigators believe, judging from surveillance video and evidence collected from the scene, that the shooter had at least some prior firearms training and experience with guns and the weapon was equipped with a silencer, said one of the law enforcement officials who spoke with the AP.

Investigators also were looking into whether the suspect had pre-positioned a bike as part of an escape plan, the official said. The shooter fled on a bike and he was last seen riding into Central Park.

Security camera video showed the killer approach Thompson from behind, level his pistol and fire several shots, barely pausing to clear a gun jam while the health executive tumbled to the pavement.

Cameras showed him fleeing the block across a pedestrian plaza, then escaping on the bicycle. Police issued several surveillance images of the man wearing a hooded jacket and a mask that concealed most of his face, which wouldn't have attracted attention on a frigid day. Authorities also used drones, helicopters and dogs in an intensive search, but the killer's whereabouts remained unknown. 

Thompson, a father of two sons, had been with UnitedHealthcare since 2004 and served as CEO for more than three years.

The insurer's Minnetonka, Minnesota-based parent company, UnitedHealth Group Inc., was holding its annual meeting with investors in New York to update Wall Street on the company's direction and expectations for the coming year. The company ended the conference early in the wake of Thompson's death.

"Brian was a highly respected colleague and friend to all who worked with him," UnitedHealth Group said in a statement. "We are working closely with the New York Police Department and ask for your patience and understanding during this difficult time."

Thompson's wife, Paulette Thompson, told NBC News that he told her "there were some people that had been threatening him." She didn't have details but suggested the threats may have involved issues with insurance coverage.

Eric Werner, the police chief in the Minneapolis suburb where Thompson lived, said his department had not received any reports of threats against the executive.


UnitedHealthcare is the largest provider of Medicare Advantage plans in the U.S. and manages health insurance coverage for employers and state and federally funded Medicaid programs.

___

Balsamo reported from Washington.
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Yoon replaces the defense minister as South Korea's parliament moves to vote on their impeachments

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    A demonstration is held in Seoul against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol over his stunning yet short-lived imposition of martial law as the parliament moves to vote on his impeachment.
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's president replaced his defense minister Thursday as opposition parties moved to impeach both men over the stunning-but-brief imposition of martial law that brought armed troops into Seoul streets.
The Democratic Party and other small opposition parties submitted a joint motion to impeach President Yoon Suk Yeol on Wednesday over his martial law declaration the previous night. Martial law lasted about six hours, as the National Assembly quickly voted to overrule the president, forcing his Cabinet to lift it before daybreak Wednesday.
Jo Seoung-lae, spokesperson of the Democratic Party, said it will push for a National Assembly vote on Yoon's impeachment motion on Saturday, calling his martial law declaration an "unconstitutional, illegal rebellion or coup."
On Thursday, Yoon's office said he decided to replace Defense Minister Kim Yong Hyun with Choi Byung Hyuk, a retired general who is South Korea's ambassador to Saudi Arabia.

    


Yoon's office didn't provide any further comments by him. He hasn't appeared in public since his televised announcement that martial law was lifted.




The opposition parties earlier submitted a motion to impeach Kim, alleging he recommended that Yoon impose martial law. Kim had offered to resign and apologized for causing disruption and concern to the public. Kim said that "all troops who performed duties related to martial law were acting on my instructions, and all responsibility lies with me," according to the Defense Ministry. 

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


During a parliamentary hearing Thursday, Vice Defense Minister Kim Seon Ho said the decision to deploy troops at the National Assembly came from Kim Yong Hyun. Army chief of staff Park An-su, who served as head of the martial law command, said he didn't know how the troops were sent to parliament. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Kim Seon Ho also said he wasn't informed about Yoon's decision to impose martial law until the announcement was reported by the media. He said he didn't know who wrote the military proclamation announced after Yoon's martial law declaration, which stated that the activities of political parties would be suspended. Park said he proposed a legal review of the proclamation to Kim Yong Hyun, and Kim said a review had been completed.

    


"I had fundamentally opposed the deployment of troops over this martial law and I expressed a negative opinion about it," Kim Seon Ho said. "I would like to apologize to our citizens once again, and, on a personal level, I feel devastated."
Prosecutors in Seoul said they imposed an overseas travel ban on Kim Yong Hyun on Thursday. 
Separately, opposition parties on Thursday voted to impeach Choe Jae-hae, chairman of South Korea's auditing board, and three senior public prosecutors. The four will be suspended until the Constitutional Court rules whether to remove them from office. Members of Yoon's governing People Power Party boycotted the votes, leaving the totals far over the threshold to impeach them.
Choe has been accused of softening a review of Yoon's 2022 decision to move the presidential office from a downtown palace to the Defense Ministry compound, which critics saw as inexplicable waste of money. The prosecutors face accusations that they watered down an investigation into suspected stock price manipulation involving Yoon's wife, Kim Keon Hee.

    


During his martial law announcement, Yoon described the Democratic Party's continued attempts to impeach senior officials and prosecutors as "anti-state activities" and "paralyzing the government."
The PPP said Thursday it has decided to oppose the motion to impeach Yoon. Observers say it could boycott a floor vote or cast ballots against the motion.
Impeaching the president would require support from two-thirds of the National Assembly, or 200 of its 300 members. The opposition parties together have 192 seats. Parliament's rejection of martial law passed unanimously Wednesday with support from 18 PPP lawmakers who belong to an anti-Yoon faction in the party.
But PPP leader Han Dong-hun, head of the anti-Yoon faction, told reporters Thursday he would work to defeat the impeachment motion even though he criticized Yoon's declaration as "unconstitutional." Han said there is a need to "prevent damage to citizens and supporters caused by unprepared chaos."

    


Experts say PPP factions could unite to avoid what happened after the 2016 impeachment of conservative President Park Geun-hye with the votes of some lawmakers in her own party. After she was removed from office, the liberals easily won the presidency in a by-election as conservatives remained in disarray. She went to prison but was eventually pardoned.
If Yoon is impeached, he would be suspended until the Constitutional Court rules on whether to remove him from office or restore his presidential power. Prime Minister Han Duck-soo would take over presidential responsibilities. 

    


The impeachment motion against Yoon says he failed to meet the constitutional requirement that martial law should only be considered in wartime or a comparable severe crisis. It alleges he attempted a "self-coup" by mobilizing the military and that suspending political party activities and deploying troops to seal the National Assembly amounted to rebellion.
Thousands of protesters marched in Seoul's streets Wednesday, carrying candles and signs calling for Yoon to step down, and another large anti-government gathering was expected Thursday evening.
Reflecting the country's deeply polarized politics, hundreds of Yoon's conservative supporters rallied in downtown Seoul on Thursday afternoon, holding signs criticizing Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung, seen as a potential successor to Yoon despite facing trials over various corruption allegations.
With Yoon's declaration sparking concerns about South Korea's democratic status, officials have been trying to mitigate backlash.
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lee Jaewoong said the ministry sent diplomatic notes to foreign missions emphasizing that martial law was lifted through democratic procedures and that travel advisories need not change, as public safety remains stable. 
When asked about the U.S. Embassy in Seoul's move this week to cancel routine consular operations, including visa and passport interviews, based on its assessment that South Korea's "situation remains fluid," Lee said Seoul was maintaining "necessary communication" with the Americans. The U.S. Embassy later on Thursday said those services were resumed. 

Yoon's martial law declaration came hours after his summit with Kyrgyzstan President Sadyr Japarov, who traveled to Seoul on an official visit. Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson reportedly canceled a plan to visit South Korea this week.
"We are continuously trying to ensure a seamless and consistent implementation of our ministry's diplomatic policies," Lee said.
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            The Syrian army has withdrawn from the central city of Hama after insurgents broke through its defenses, the military said Thursday, in another setback for President Bashar Assad. The announcement came hours after opposition fighters said they had entered the city and were marching toward the center.
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            Thousands of Kurdish families displaced from Aleppo and Tel Rifaat in recent fighting endured cold temperatures in a temporary camp in al Tabqa city in Raqqa governorate on Wednesday. (AP Video shot by Hogir El Abdo Production by Salar Salim)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Syrian insurgents swept into the central city of Hama on Thursday and government forces withdrew, dealing another major blow to Syrian President Bashar Assad days after insurgents captured much of Aleppo, the country's largest city.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The stunning weeklong offensive appeared likely to continue, with insurgents setting their sights on Homs, the country's third-largest city. Homs, which is about 40 kilometers (25 miles) south of Hama, is the gate to the capital, Damascus, Assad's seat of power and the coastal region that is a base of support for him.
The offensive is being led by the jihadi group HTS and an umbrella group of Turkish-backed Syrian militias called the Syrian National Army. Their sudden capture of Aleppo, an ancient business hub in the north, was a stunning prize for Assad's opponents and reignited the Syrian civil war that had been largely a stalemate for the past few years.

    


Hama is one of the few cities that has remained mostly under government control in the conflict, which broke out in March 2011 following a popular uprising.
By sunset, dozens of jubilant fighters were seen shooting in the air in celebration in live footage from Hama's Assi Square. The square was the scene of massive anti-government protests in the early days of the uprising in 2011, before security forces stormed it and got the city under control.




The Syrian army on Thursday said it redeployed from Hama and took positions outside the city to protect civilians.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Abu Mohammed al-Golani, the de facto leader of the Syrian insurgency, announced in a video message that fighters had reached Hama in a "conquering that is not vengeful, but one of mercy and compassion."
Al-Golani is the leader of the most powerful insurgent group in Syria, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, which previously served as al-Qaida's branch in Syria and is considered a terrorist group by the United Nations as well as countries including the U.S. The group that was known as the Nusra Front in the early years of Syria's conflict changed its name and said in recent years that it cut ties with al-Qaida.

    


Al-Golani publicly toured Aleppo on Wednesday and spoke about Hama on Thursday from an undisclosed location in what appeared to be a video filmed with a mobile phone.
"This is a massive win for the rebels and a strategic blow for the (Syrian) regime," Dareen Khalifa, a senior adviser with the International Crisis Group and an expert on Syrian groups. She said the question is whether the opposition will be able to reach Homs and take over the area, which she said would be a game-changer.
"I think then we are going to have to pause and consider whether or not this regime can actually survive this war," she added.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, whose country supports the opposition fighters, reiterated during a telephone call with the U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres that the Syrian government should urgently engage with its people "for a comprehensive political solution."
Guterres said in a statement later that after 14 years of war in Syria, "it is high time" for all parties to engage seriously in talks to resolve the conflict in line with Security Council Resolution 2254."

    


That resolution, which was adopted unanimously in December 2015, endorsed a road map to peace in Syria. The measure called for a Syrian-led political process, starting with the establishment of a transitional governing body, followed by the drafting of a new constitution and ending with U.N.-supervised elections.
The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights -- an opposition war monitor -- said after fierce battles inside Hama, opposition gunmen now control the police headquarters in the city as well as the sprawling air base and the central prison from where hundreds of detainees were set free.
"The process leading to the fall of the regime has started," the Observatory's chief, Rami Abdurrahman, told The Associated Press.
Aleppo's takeover marked the first opposition attack on the city since 2016, when a brutal Russian air campaign retook it for Assad after rebel forces had initially seized it. Military intervention by Russia, Iran and Iranian-allied Hezbollah, and other militant groups has allowed Assad to remain in power.

    


The latest flare-up in Syria's long civil war comes as Assad's main regional and international backers, Russia and Iran, are preoccupied with their own wars in Gaza, Lebanon and Ukraine. This time, there appeared to be little to no help from his allies.
Tens of thousands of people have been displaced by the renewed fighting, which began with the surprise opposition offensive Nov. 27.
Hama is a major intersection in Syria that links that country's center with the north as well as the east and west. It is about 200 kilometers (125 miles) north of the capital. Hama province also borders the coastal province of Latakia, a main base of popular support for Assad.
The city is known for the 1982 massacre of Hama, one of the most notorious in the modern Middle East, when security forces under Assad's late father, Hafez Assad, killed thousands to crush a Muslim Brotherhood uprising.

    


___

Associated Press writers Albert Aji in Damascus, Syria; Sarah El Deeb in Beirut; Suzan Faser in Ankara, Turkey; and Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations contributed to this report.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Pete Hegseth has spent the week on Capitol Hill trying to reassure Republican senators that he is fit to lead President-elect Donald Trump's Department of Defense in the wake of high-profile allegations about excessive drinking and sexual assault. 
But senators in both parties have also expressed concern about another issue -- Hegseth's frequent comments that women should not serve in frontline military combat jobs.

    
    Here's a look at the number of women in select military combat roles

	Navy Special Warfare combat crew: 2
	Serving in Army infantry, armor and artillery jobs: Nearly 4,800
	Green Berets: Fewer than 10

Read more about the roles women take on in the military here. 



    


As the former Army National Guard major and combat veteran fights to salvage his Cabinet nomination, meeting with senators for a fourth day Thursday with promises not to drink on the job and assurances he never engaged in sexual misconduct, his professional views on women troops are coming under deeper scrutiny. 
North Dakota Sen. Kevin Cramer said Wednesday that he confronted Hegseth about the issue when they spoke one-on-one.

    


"I said to him, just so you know, Joni Ernst and Tammy Duckworth deserve a great deal of respect," Cramer said, referring to two female senators who sit on the Senate Armed Services Committee -- both of whom are combat veterans. 
The role of women in the military is another entry in the far-right's efforts to return the armed forces back to an earlier era, something Hegseth has embraced with Trump's approach to end "woke" programs that foster diversity, equity and inclusion in the ranks. The DEI movement is coming under attack as Trump prepares to return to the White House, and he has vowed to fire generals whom he deems "woke."




Military and defense leaders, however, have argued that it would be fundamentally wrong to eliminate half the population from critical combat posts, and they have flatly denied that standards were lowered to allow women to qualify. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In remarks Wednesday, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin touted the service of women, including in his own combat units when he was a commander in Iraq. 

    


"If I get a little fired up about this, it's just because this isn't 1950. It isn't 1948. It is 2024," Austin said.
As Hegseth went office to office this week meeting with GOP senators, he brushed back questions about his past views that women should not serve in combat roles.
"We have amazing women who serve our military," Hegseth said Tuesday, "amazing women who serve in our military."
Pressed if they should serve in combat, Hegseth said they already do.
But that's a turnaround from his earlier statements. Hegseth said as recently as last month that women "straight up" should not serve in combat roles. 
It "hasn't made us more lethal. Has made fighting more complicated," he said in a podcast before he was nominated by Trump.
In his own writings, he has expanded on views of a more masculine-focused military. Those views are running into icy resistance in the Senate from both sides of the political aisle.
Ernst of Iowa -- herself a former Army National Guard member, a retired lieutenant colonel who spent more than two decades in the service -- was circumspect after her meeting with Hegseth, saying only that they had a "frank and thorough conversation."

    


She demurred Thursday on whether she will support his nomination, praising his service but telling Fox News that a "very thorough vetting" is needed. 
A Republican, Ernst has championed women in service and also, having spoken openly about surviving sexual assault while in college, worked to ensure a safe environment for women in uniform.
On Thursday, Hegseth said his meeting with Ernst was "productive" and that Trump "is behind us all the way."
As he walked into a meeting with South Dakota Sen. Mike Rounds on Thursday, Hegseth said he's "fighting and ready to go."
Sitting with Rounds in his office a few minutes later, Hegseth told reporters that there is "an incredible amount of knowledge" in the Senate and on the Senate Armed Services committee and that "I welcome that knowledge, I welcome that advice. That's why we're here."
Hegseth has yet to meet with Duckworth or any of the other Democrats on the committee. Duckworth, a Democrat and Purple Heart recipient who piloted a Blackhawk helicopter during the Iraq War, and lost both legs when it was hit by a rocket-propelled grenade, also rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel before retiring after 23 years in the Reserve forces. She later served as an assistant secretary at the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

    


Cramer added that he told Hegseth that his confirmation hearing "won't be pleasant" as Democrats, in particular, grill him on his views.
Trump, for now, appears to be standing aside as Hegseth fights to preserve his nomination, even as suggestions float about a possible replacement pick, including former Trump rival Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, to lead the Pentagon.
About 17.5% of the more than 1.3 million active-duty service members are women, a total that has grown steadily over the past two decades. They have served in combat in a wide array of military jobs, including as pilots and intelligence officers for years.

    


The Pentagon formally opened all combat jobs to women in 2015, including frontline infantry and armor posts, and since then thousands of women have been in jobs that until that time were male-only. 

As of this year, nearly 4,800 women are serving in Army infantry, armor and artillery job, more than 150 have completed the Army Ranger course and a small number have qualified for more elite special operations units, including as Army Green Berets.
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Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy are bringing Trump's DOGE to Capitol Hill
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- It's DOGE time at the U.S. Capitol.
Billionaire Elon Musk arrived on Capitol Hill on Thursday, expected to be joined by fellow entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy, for meetings with legislators behind closed doors about President-elect Donald Trump's plans to "dismantle" the federal government.
Trump tapped the two business titans to head his Department of Government Efficiency, tasked with firing federal workers, cutting government programs and slashing federal regulations -- all part of what he calls his "Save America" agenda for a second term in the White House.
"I think that'll be a great start to the whole process," said Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., who will chair a House Oversight subcommittee in the new year as part of "building the bridge between Congress and DOGE."
Washington has seen this before, with ambitious efforts to reduce the size and scope of the federal government that historically have run into resistance when the public is confronted with cuts to trusted programs that millions of Americans depend on for jobs, health care, military security and everyday needs.

    


But this time Trump is staffing his administration with battle-tested architects of sweeping proposals, some outlined in Project 2025, to severely reduce and reshape the government. Musk and Ramaswamy said they plan to work alongside the White House's Office of Management and Budget, headed by Trump's nominee Russ Vought, a mastermind of past cuts.




"DOGE has a historic opportunity for structural reductions in the federal government," Musk and Ramaswamy wrote in an op-ed in The Wall Street Journal. "We are prepared for the onslaught."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The duo were invited by House Speaker Mike Johnson to visit Capitol Hill and face a first test in private with House and Senate lawmakers -- some eager to hear what they have in mind.
"I am fired up to go out and do something," said Rep. Aaron Bean, R-Fla., who joined with Rep. Pete Sessions, R-Texas, in launching what they are calling the DOGE caucus in the House, with more than 50 Republicans and two Democratic members. 

    


Bean said the DOGE caucus will unveil an email tip line where people can report wasteful spending. He also envisions a scoreboard of sorts that people can view on a website showing "how many positions we've cut, agencies we've cut, what the actual number is."
In the Senate, Sens. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa and Rick Scott, R-Fla., have launched a similar caucus.
While neither Musk nor Ramaswamy have much public service experience, they bring track records in private business -- Musk's operations have vast government contracts -- and enthusiasm for Trump's agenda, having campaigned alongside him in the final stretch of the election. 
The world's richest man, Musk poured millions into a get-out-the-vote effort to help the former president return to the White House. He is known politically for having transformed the popular social media site formerly known as Twitter into X, a platform embraced by Trump's MAGA enthusiasts. 
Despite its name, the Department of Government Efficiency is neither a department nor part of the government, which frees Musk and Ramaswamy from having to go through the typical ethics and background checks required for federal employment. They said they will not be paid for their work.

    


One good-government group has said that DOGE, as a presidential advisory panel, should be expected to adhere to traditional practices of transparency, equal representation and public input -- as happened with similar advisory entities from the Reagan to the Obama administrations.
The Federal Advisory Committee Act "is designed expressly for situations like this," wrote Lisa Gilbert and Robert Weissman, the co-chairs of Public Citizen in a letter to the Trump transition team. 
"If the government is going to turn to unelected and politically unaccountable persons to make recommendations as grand as $2 trillion in budget cuts, it must ensure those recommendations come from a balanced and transparent process not rigged to benefit insiders."

    


The nation's $6 trillion federal budget routinely runs a deficit, which this year ran $1.8 trillion, a historic high, according to the Congressional Budget Office. It has not been balanced since the Clinton administration more than two decades ago.
Republicans generally blame what they see as exorbitant spending for the deficit, while Democrats point to tax cuts enacted under Republican presidents Trump and George W. Bush as the major driver.
Receipts last year as a percentage of gross domestic product came in just below the average for the past 50 years, while outlays were equal to 23.4% of GDP, compared to the 50-year average of 21.1%
Some of the biggest increases in spending last year occurred with politically popular programs that lawmakers will be reticent to touch. For example, spending on Social Security benefits went up 8%, Medicare outlays increased 9%, spending on defense went up 7% and spending on veterans health care rose 14%, according to the Congressional Budget Office.

    


Rep. Ro Khanna, D-Calif., said he would like to see Musk testify before the House Armed Services Committee on the "bloated defense budget."
"I'd like to see Elon recommend some cuts. Let's have him testify," Khanna said.
He said he's open to hearing proposals on non-defense spending, but was skeptical.

"If they find waste, maybe, but in terms of big numbers, I mean, no one is going to allow for cutting education funding for special needs kids and for low-income schools, or for cutting Social Security and Medicare," Khanna said. "If they want to do that, they're going to hand us a landslide in 2026."
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The US government is closing a women's prison and other facilities after years of abuse and decay
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                    FILE - The Federal Correctional Institution stands in Dublin, Calif., Dec. 5, 2022. The federal Bureau of Prisons is permanently closing its "rape club" women's prison in California and will idle six other facilities in a sweeping realignment after years of abuse, decay and mismanagement, the Associated Press has learned. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The federal Bureau of Prisons is permanently closing its "rape club" women's prison in California and will idle six facilities in a sweeping realignment after years of abuse, decay and mismanagement, The Associated Press has learned.
The agency informed employees and Congress on Thursday that it plans to shutter the Federal Correctional Institution in Dublin, California, and its deactivate minimum-security prison camps in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Colorado, Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Florida. Staff and inmates are being moved to other facilities, the agency said.
In a document obtained by the AP, the Bureau of Prisons said it was taking "decisive and strategic action" to address "significant challenges, including a critical staffing shortage, crumbling infrastructure and limited budgetary resources." The agency said it is not downsizing and is committed to finding positions for every affected employee.

    


The closures are a striking coda to the Biden administration's stewardship of the Justice Department's biggest agency. After repeatedly promising to reform FCI Dublin and other troubled facilities, the Bureau of Prisons is pivoting to closures and consolidation, citing inadequate staffing and staggering costs to repair aging infrastructure.




The permanent shutdown of FCI Dublin seven months after it was temporarily closed in the wake of staff-on-inmate abuse is the clearest sign yet that the agency, which has more than 30,000 employees, 158,000 inmates and an annual budget of about $8 billion, is unable or unwilling to rehabilitate its most problematic institutions. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Bureau of Prisons and the union representing correctional officers have repeatedly pushed for additional federal prison funding, highlighting what they say is an inadequate amount of money to address pay increases, staff retention and a multibillion-dollar repair backlog. 

    


In a document summarizing the closures, the Bureau of Prisons said it decided to close FCI Dublin after a security and infrastructure assessment following its temporary closure in April. At the time, it appeared the agency was set on closing the low-security prison, but officials held out the possibility that it could be repaired and reopened for a different purpose, such as housing male inmates.
The assessment identified considerable repairs necessary to reopen the FCI Dublin, the agency said. Low staffing, exacerbated by the high cost of living in the Bay Area, also contributed to the decision to close the facility, the agency said.
"As the agency navigates a challenging budgetary and staffing environment, we must make incredibly difficult decisions. FCI Dublin will not reopen," the agency said.
FCI Dublin's permanent closure represents an extraordinary acknowledgement by the Bureau of Prisons that it has failed to fix the facility's culture and environment in the wake of AP reporting that exposed rampant sexual abuse within its walls. Hundreds of people who were incarcerated at FCI Dublin are suing the agency, seeking reforms and monetary compensation for mistreatment at the facility.


    


The closures at FCI Dublin and across the federal prison system come amid an AP investigation that has uncovered deep, previously unreported flaws within the Bureau of Prisons. AP reporting has disclosed rampant criminal activity by employees, dozens of escapes, chronic violence, deaths and severe staffing shortages that have hampered responses to emergencies, including inmate assaults and suicides.
In July, President Joe Biden signed a law strengthening oversight of the agency after AP reporting shone a spotlight on its many flaws.
__
Sisak reported from New York.
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Secret Service director vows reorganization as members of Congress press him over major lapses

    Secret Service director vows reorganization as members of Congress press him over major lapses
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            The acting director of the Secret Service is promising accountability for what he called the agency's "abject failure" to secure the rally where a gunman opened fire on Donald Trump last summer during his presidential campaign.
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            Secret Service Acting Director Ronald L. Rowe Jr. responds to questions from Rep. Pat Fallon, R-Texas, during a hearing by the House Task Force on the Attempted Assassination of Donald J. Trump on the Secret Service's security failures regarding the assassination attempts on President-elect Trump, in Butler, Pa. on July 13, 2024, and West Palm Beach, Fla. on Sept. 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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            Rep. Pat Fallon, R-Texas, questions Secret Service Acting Director Ronald L. Rowe Jr. during a hearing by the House Task Force on the Attempted Assassination of Donald J. Trump on the Secret Service's security failures regarding the assassination attempts on President-elect Trump, in Butler, Pa. on July 13, 2024, and West Palm Beach, Fla. on Sept. 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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            Rep. Mike Kelly, R-Pa., chairman of the House Task Force on the Attempted Assassination of Donald J. Trump, questions Secret Service Acting Director Ronald L. Rowe Jr. during a hearing on the Secret Service's security failures regarding the assassination attempts on President-elect Trump in Butler, Pa., on July 13, 2024, and West Palm Beach, Fla, on September 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump is surrounded by U.S. Secret Service agents at a campaign rally, Saturday, July 13, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump pumps his fist as he is helped off the stage at a campaign event in Butler, Pa., on Saturday, July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Secret Service Acting Director Ronald L. Rowe Jr. prepares to leave as Rep. Mike Kelly, R-Pa., chairman of the House Task Force on the Attempted Assassination of Donald J. Trump, adjourns a hearing on the Secret Service's security failures during the assassination attempts on President-elect Trump, in Butler, Pa. on July 13, 2024, and West Palm Beach, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 12 | 
            Secret Service Acting Director Ronald L. Rowe Jr., left, talks with Rep. Clay Higgins, R-La., following a hearing by the House Task Force on the Attempted Assassination of Donald J. Trump on the Secret Service's security failures regarding the assassination attempts on President-elect Trump, in Butler, Pa., July 13, 2024, and West Palm Beach, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 12 | 
            Secret Service Acting Director Ronald L. Rowe Jr. is sworn in during a House Task Force hearing on the Secret Service's security failures during the attempted assassinations of President-elect Donald Trump in Butler, Pa., on July 13, 2024, and West Palm Beach, Fla, on Sept. 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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                                    The acting director of the Secret Service is promising accountability for what he called the agency's "abject failure" to secure the rally where a gunman opened fire on Donald Trump last summer during his presidential campaign.
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            Secret Service Acting Director Ronald L. Rowe Jr. responds to questions from Rep. Pat Fallon, R-Texas, during a hearing by the House Task Force on the Attempted Assassination of Donald J. Trump on the Secret Service's security failures regarding the assassination attempts on President-elect Trump, in Butler, Pa. on July 13, 2024, and West Palm Beach, Fla. on Sept. 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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            Rep. Pat Fallon, R-Texas, questions Secret Service Acting Director Ronald L. Rowe Jr. during a hearing by the House Task Force on the Attempted Assassination of Donald J. Trump on the Secret Service's security failures regarding the assassination attempts on President-elect Trump, in Butler, Pa. on July 13, 2024, and West Palm Beach, Fla. on Sept. 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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            Rep. Mike Kelly, R-Pa., chairman of the House Task Force on the Attempted Assassination of Donald J. Trump, questions Secret Service Acting Director Ronald L. Rowe Jr. during a hearing on the Secret Service's security failures regarding the assassination attempts on President-elect Trump in Butler, Pa., on July 13, 2024, and West Palm Beach, Fla, on September 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump is surrounded by U.S. Secret Service agents at a campaign rally, Saturday, July 13, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump pumps his fist as he is helped off the stage at a campaign event in Butler, Pa., on Saturday, July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Secret Service Acting Director Ronald L. Rowe Jr. testifies during a House Task Force hearing on the Secret Service's security failures during the attempted assassinations of President-elect Donald Trump in Butler, Pa., on July 13, 2024, and West Palm Beach, Fla, on Sept. 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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            Secret Service Acting Director Ronald L. Rowe Jr. testifies during a House Task Force hearing on the Secret Service's security failures during the attempted assassinations of President-elect Donald Trump in Butler, Pa., on July 13, 2024, and West Palm Beach, Fla, on Sept. 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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            Secret Service Acting Director Ronald L. Rowe Jr. responds to questions from Rep. Pat Fallon, R-Texas, during a hearing by the House Task Force on the Attempted Assassination of Donald J. Trump on the Secret Service's security failures regarding the assassination attempts on President-elect Trump, in Butler, Pa. on July 13, 2024, and West Palm Beach, Fla. on Sept. 15, 2024, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The acting director of the Secret Service said Thursday that the agency is "reorganizing and reimagining" its culture and how it operates following an assassination attempt against Donald Trump on the campaign trail.
Members of a bipartisan House task force investigating the attempt on Trump's life pushed Ronald Rowe on how the agency's staffers could have missed such blatant security vulnerabilities leading up to that day in July.
Rowe promised accountability for what he called the agency's "abject failure" to secure the rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, where a gunman opened fire from a nearby building on July 13. Trump was wounded in the ear, one rallygoer was killed, and two others were wounded.
Another assassination attempt on Trump in Florida two months later contributed to the agency's troubles. 
The task force's inquiry is one of a series of investigations and reports into the Pennsylvania shooting that have faulted the agency for planning and communications failures. Already, the fallout has included the resignation of the agency's previous director and changes that increased Secret Service protections for Trump before the Republican won the November election.

    


During the hearing, Rowe was repeatedly asked by flabbergasted lawmakers how problems so obvious in hindsight were allowed to happen, including communications difficulties between the Secret Service and local law enforcement that help secure events and the building overlooking the rally being left unprotected.




Rep. Jason Crow, a Colorado Democrat, said it was "just wild to me" that at a time of such tech advances in communications that the Secret Service on July 13 was using text messages and emails to communicate in real time about threats.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He also questioned Rowe about the agency's culture and why so many things went wrong that day "yet nobody said anything."

    


Crow mentioned a drone operator who couldn't get his drone to work and a counter-sniper positioned where a tree blocked part of the view of the area being scanning for threats. Neither spoke up.
"I'm struck by the lack of that culture," said Crow, a former Army Ranger. "Why aren't people saying something? It happened on numerous occasions."
Rowe said the agency used to have a culture where every agent felt empowered to speak up when they felt something wasn't right.
"I don't know where we lost that," he said. "We have to get back to that."
Rowe said the agency is putting a much stronger emphasis on training -- something that previous investigations noted was lacking -- and on doing more regular after-action reviews of events to see what went right and where improvements can be made.
"We are reorganizing and reimaging this organization," Rowe told lawmakers. He said the agency needs to identify possible leaders much earlier in their careers instead of just promoting people to command positions because they've been around for a long time.
Rep. Mark Green, a Tennessee Republican, said the agency's conduct during the July shooting seemed almost "lackadaisical." He said some of the issues that went wrong that day were "really basic things."

    


"It speaks of an apathy or a complacency that is really unacceptable in an organization like the Secret Service," Green said. 
The hearing was largely cordial with members of Congress stressing the bipartisan nature of their work and praising Rowe for cooperating with their investigation even as they pushed him for explanations.
But at one point, the hearing devolved into a heated yelling match between Rowe and Rep. Pat Fallon, a Texas Republican. Fallon pulled out a photo of President Joe Biden, Trump and others at the Sept. 11 ceremony in New York. As Fallon pushed Rowe about why he was at the event, Rowe pushed back, yelling at him not to politicize the 9/11 attacks. Fallon accused him of going to the event to raise his profile in hopes of getting the director's job.
Trump has not yet named his pick to lead the agency.
This is the task force's second public hearing and the first time that Rowe has addressed it in public. It is scheduled to release a report on its findings and recommendations by Dec. 13.

    


Chairman Mike Kelly, a Republican from Butler, Pennsylvania, said the task force has conducted 46 transcribed interviews, attended over a dozen briefings with agencies and reviewed over 20,000 documents. Members also visited the site of both assassination attempts and went to the FBI's laboratory in Quantico, Virginia, to look at evidence.
Rowe said the agency's internal investigation has identified failures by multiple employees. He noted that the quality of the advance work -- the people who go to a location before an event and plan how the Secret Service will protect someone -- did not meet agency standards. 
"It is essential that we recognize the gravity of our failure on July 13, 2024," Rowe said. "Let me be clear, there will be accountability, and that accountability is occurring."

    


He did not give specific information, including, for example, how many employees might be disciplined or if anyone would be fired.
Many of the investigations have centered on why buildings near the rally with a clear line of sight to the stage were not secured in advance. The gunman, Thomas Crooks, climbed onto the roof of a nearby building and opened fire as Trump spoke.
Crooks was killed by a Secret Service countersniper, and Trump was surrounded by agents and hustled offstage.

In the second assassination attempt, Ryan Wesley Routh is accused of lying in wait for Trump on Sept. 15 in the shrubbery of one of Trump's Florida golf courses in West Palm Beach, Florida. A Secret Service agent saw the firearm poking through the bushes and opened fire, thwarting the potential attack. Routh never fired a shot. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-assassination-attempts-secret-service-butler-rally-f05f3899c53bd98899175cce860808f5
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            An Amazon Web Services data center lights up the night in Boardman, Ore., on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Jim Doherty, former county commissioner, tears up while speaking with the Associated Press on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Boardman, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Construction is seen at an Amazon Web Services data center on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, in Boardman, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Torrie Griggs, Boardman Chamber of Commerce CEO, gives a tour of the AWS Think Big Space at the Sage Center on Friday, Aug. 23, 2024, in Boardman, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            As the sun rises behind powerlines on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, in Boardman, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Workers talk outside an Amazon Web Services data center that is under construction on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Boardman, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            A waitress walks past historical images of Boardman, Ore., at Sunrise At Boardman cafe on Friday, Aug. 23, 2024, in Boardman. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            An Amazon Web Services data center lights up the night in Boardman, Ore., on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Jim Doherty, former county commissioner, tears up while speaking with the Associated Press on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Boardman, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Construction is seen at an Amazon Web Services data center on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, in Boardman, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Torrie Griggs, Boardman Chamber of Commerce CEO, gives a tour of the AWS Think Big Space at the Sage Center on Friday, Aug. 23, 2024, in Boardman, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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                                        ALEXANDRIA, Va. (AP) -- Richard Andre Newman thought he would live the rest of his life in his quiet, leafy neighborhood in suburban Virginia. He was born and raised in Bren Mar Park, where children ride their bikes and neighbors wave hello.
But now, as he's approaching 60, he's considering selling his Fairfax County home and moving away. That's because he's getting a new neighbor: Plaza 500, a 466,000-square-foot data center and an adjacent electrical substation to be built a few hundred feet from townhomes, playgrounds and a community center.
Newman feels helpless to stop it. 
"I planned on staying here until I died," he said, "until this came up."
The sprawling, windowless warehouses that hold rows of high-speed servers powering almost everything the world does on phones and computers are increasingly becoming fixtures of the American landscape, popping up in towns, cities and suburbs across the United States.

    


Demand for data centers ballooned in recent years due to the rapid growth of cloud computing and artificial intelligence, and local governments are competing for lucrative deals with big tech companies. But as data centers begin to move into more densely populated areas, abutting homes and schools, parks and recreation centers, some residents are pushing back against the world's most powerful corporations over concerns about the economic, social and environmental health of their communities. 




Tyler Ray, a vocal critic of data centers and leader in the fight against the Virginia project, said the incentives offered are not enough to counteract the consequences of building a facility so close to homes. 
"All that we are asking for is, as the county is trying to bring in this data center income, that they are doing it in a way that doesn't run residents away from their homes," he said.

    


Dotting the hills in Northern Virginia
In Northern Virginia, more than 300 data centers dot the rolling hills of the area's westernmost counties. Cyclists who ride the popular Washington & Old Dominion trail are at times flanked by data centers, and the thousands of commuters who head into the nation's capital each day can see them in the distance from the Metro.
Plaza 500, one of the latest proposals in the area, is encroaching on neighborhoods like never before, said Newman, who heads a homeowners association in the community.
The pitch from Starwood Capital Group, the private investment firm founded by billionaire Barry Sternlicht, to Fairfax County officials promised a significant property tax boost and, in addition to permanent positions in the data center itself, hundreds of temporary construction and electrical jobs to build the facility.
Tyler Ray and his husband moved to the Bren Pointe community in 2022, hoping to balance proximity to Washington with a desire for green space.
But shortly after the couple moved in, Starwood Capital began scoping out a commercial property near their new home as a possible location for the Plaza 500 project.
When Ray and his neighbors learned of the proposal, they held protests, attended regular county meetings and drew media attention to their concerns to try and stop the development. But their efforts were largely unsuccessful: the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors in September said all newly proposed data centers must adhere to stricter zoning rules, but the Plaza 500 project would be grandfathered in under the old rules.

    


Ray worries that more data centers in the area could compromise the already stressed power grid: Over 25% of all power produced in Virginia in 2023 went to data centers, a figure that could rise as high as 46% by 2030 if data center growth continues at its current pace. Some estimates also show a mid-sized data center commands the same water usage every day as 1,000 households, prompting concerns over the cost of water. Ray also frets over air quality, as the massive diesel generators that help power the data centers' hardware send plumes of toxic pollutants into the atmosphere.
A spokesman for the firm declined to respond to questions for this story.
"I don't know how a general resident, even someone who has been engaging intently on an issue," Ray said, "has any chance to go up against the data center industry." 

    


Local leaders say data centers provide a financial boon
For local governments, attracting data centers to their municipalities means a financial boon: Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin said in 2024 that Virginia's existing data centers brought in $1 billion in tax revenue, more than the $750 million in tax breaks given to the tech companies that own them in 2023.
For average-sized facilities, data centers offer a small number of direct jobs -- often fewer than 100 positions. Google announced recently that its two data centers in Loudoun County, which has about 440,000 residents, created only around 150 direct jobs. But data center advocates argue that the number of indirect jobs like construction, technology support and electrical work make the projects worthwhile. In that same announcement, Google said their investment spurred 2,730 indirect jobs. 

    


Kathy Smith, the vice chair of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, voted in favor of the Plaza 500 proposal because, in her estimation, data center growth is inevitable in the region, and Fairfax County should reap the benefits.
"I have a responsibility to step back from what we do and look at the big picture," Smith said. "Data centers are not going away."
Amazon data centers welcomed by some in Oregon county
On the other side of the country, in Morrow County, Oregon, Amazon Web Services has built at least five data centers surrounding the 4,200-person town of Boardman, nestled among vast stretches of farmland flecked with mint patches and wind turbines, next to the Columbia river.
Last year, AWS, which is owned by Amazon, paid roughly $34 million in property taxes and fees stipulated in the agreements after receiving a $66 million tax break. The company also paid out $10 million total in two, one-time payments to a community development fund and spent another $1.7 million in charitable donations in the community in 2023. 
That money has been instrumental in updating infrastructure and bolstering services for the roughly 12,000-person county, going toward a new ladder fire engine, a school resource officer, police body cameras, and $5,000 grants for homebuyers among other things.
Still, some residents are skeptical of the scale of tax break deals. Suspicions started years ago, when three formerly elected officials allegedly helped approve data center deals while owning a stake in a company that contracted with AWS to provide fiber optic cables for the data centers. In June, they each paid $2,000 to settle an ethics complaint against them.
Those officials are no longer in office. But some remain wary of the relationships between the company and local officials, and raised eyebrows at one of the latest data center deals which gives AWS an estimated $1 billion in tax breaks spread over the 15 years to build five new data centers.
Former county commissioner Jim Doherty described a meeting with AWS officials soon after he was elected to office at an upscale restaurant in Boardman, where large windows opened onto the Columbia River. 
The AWS representatives asked what Doherty wanted to accomplish as a commissioner. "They said, 'Tell us what your dreams are. Tell us what you need. Tell us what we can do for you,'" Doherty recalled. Other former officials have described similar interactions. Doherty said AWS didn't ask for anything in return, but the exchange left him uneasy. 
"We engage with stakeholders in every community where we operate around the world, and part of that outreach is to better understand a community's goals," said Kevin Miller, AWS' Vice President of global data centers. "This helps AWS be a catalyst for communities to achieve those goals, and reflects our ongoing commitment to being good neighbors."
Doherty and another former county commissioner Melissa Lindsay said they pushed unsuccessfully in 2022 for AWS to pay more in taxes in new data center negotiations. They also lobbied to hire outside counsel to negotiate on their behalf, feeling outgunned by the phalanx of AWS-suited lawyers.
"We didn't want to blow it up. We didn't want to run them off," said Lindsay. "But there were better deals to be made."
Boardman Mayor Paul Keefer and Police Chief Rick Stokoe say their direct line to AWS allows them to get the most out of the company.
"This road right here? Wouldn't happen if it wasn't for AWS," said Keefer, riding in the passenger seat of Stokoe's cruiser, pointing out the window at construction workers shifting dirt and laying pavement. Both Keefer and Stokoe have been in positions to vote on whether to authorize tax breaks for AWS.
"These companies would not be here if they weren't getting some kind of incentive," Stokoe said. "There wouldn't be any money to talk about."

___ The Associated Press receives financial assistance from the Omidyar Network to support coverage of artificial intelligence and its impact on society. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org
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            Known across the globe as the stuck astronauts, Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams hit the six-month mark in space Thursday with two more to go. (AP video by Shelby Lum/AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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            FILE - NASA astronauts Suni Williams, left, and Butch Wilmore stand together for a photo enroute to the launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla., for their liftoff on the Boeing Starliner capsule to the international space station. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara, File)
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            FILE - In this photo provided by NASA, Boeing Crew Flight Test astronauts Butch Wilmore, left, and Suni Williams pose for a portrait inside the vestibule between the forward port on the International Space Station's Harmony module and Boeing's Starliner spacecraft on June 13, 2024. (NASA via AP, File)
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            FILE - This image made from a NASA live stream shows NASA astronauts Suni Williams and Butch Wilmore during a press conference from the International Space Station on Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (NASA via AP, File)
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            FILE - In this image released by NASA, NASA astronauts Suni Williams and Butch Wilmore, both Expedition 71 Flight Engineers, make pizza aboard the International Space Station's galley located inside the Unity module on Sept. 9, 2024. Items are attached to the galley using tape and velcro to keep them from flying away in the microgravity environment. (NASA via AP, File)
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            FILE - In this image released by NASA, NASA astronauts Suni Williams and Butch Wilmore, both Expedition 71 Flight Engineers, make pizza aboard the International Space Station's galley located inside the Unity module on Sept. 9, 2024. Items are attached to the galley using tape and velcro to keep them from flying away in the microgravity environment. (NASA via AP, File)
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- Known across the globe as the stuck astronauts, Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams hit the six-month mark in space Thursday with two more to go.
The pair rocketed into orbit on June 5, the first to ride Boeing's new Starliner crew capsule on what was supposed to be a weeklong test flight. They arrived at the International Space Station the next day, only after overcoming a cascade of thruster failures and helium leaks. NASA deemed the capsule too risky for a return flight, so it will be February before their long and trying mission comes to a close.
While NASA managers bristle at calling them stuck or stranded, the two retired Navy captains shrug off the description of their plight. They insist they're fine and accepting of their fate. Wilmore views it as a detour of sorts: "We're just on a different path."

    


"I like everything about being up here," Williams told students Wednesday from an elementary school named for her in Needham, Massachusetts, her hometown. "Just living in space is super fun."
Both astronauts have lived up there before so they quickly became full-fledged members of the crew, helping with science experiments and chores like fixing a broken toilet, vacuuming the air vents and watering the plants. Williams took over as station commander in September.




"Mindset does go a long way," Wilmore said in response to a question from Nashville first-graders in October. He's from Mount Juliet, Tennessee. "I don't look at these situations in life as being downers."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Boeing flew its Starliner capsule home empty in September, and NASA moved Wilmore and Williams to a SpaceX flight not due back until late February. Two other astronauts were bumped to make room and to keep to a six-month schedule for crew rotations.
Like other station crews, Wilmore and Williams trained for spacewalks and any unexpected situations that might arise.

    


"When the crews go up, they know they could be there for up to a year," said NASA Associate Administrator Jim Free.
NASA astronaut Frank Rubio found that out the hard way when the Russian Space Agency had to rush up a replacement capsule for him and two cosmonauts in 2023, pushing their six-month mission to just past a year. 
Boeing said this week that input from Wilmore and Williams has been "invaluable" in the ongoing inquiry of what went wrong. The company said in a statement that it is preparing for Starliner's next flight but declined comment on when it might launch again.
NASA also has high praise for the pair. 
"Whether it was luck or whether it was selection, they were great folks to have for this mission," NASA's chief health and medical officer, Dr. JD Polk, said during an interview with The Associated Press.
On top of everything else, Williams, 59, has had to deal with "rumors," as she calls them, of serious weight loss. She insists her weight is the same as it was on launch day, which Polk confirms.
During Wednesday's student chat, Williams said she didn't have much of an appetite when she first arrived in space. But now she's "super hungry" and eating three meals a day plus snacks, while logging the required two hours of daily exercise. 

    


Williams, a distance runner, uses the space station treadmill to support races in her home state. She competed in Cape Cod's 7-mile Falmouth Road Race in August. She ran the 2007 Boston Marathon up there as well.
She has a New England Patriots shirt with her for game days, as well as a Red Sox spring training shirt.
"Hopefully I'll be home before that happens -- but you never know," she said in November. Husband Michael Williams, a retired federal marshal and former Navy aviator, is caring for their dogs back home in Houston.
As for Wilmore, 61, he's missing his younger daughter's senior year in high school and his older daughter's theater productions in college.
"We can't deny that being unexpectedly separated, especially during the holidays when the entire family gets together, brings increased yearnings to share the time and events together," his wife, Deanna Wilmore, told the AP in a text this week. Her husband "has it worse than us" since he's confined to the space station and can only connect via video for short periods.
"We are certainly looking forward to February!!" she wrote.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            FILE - Shaboozey performs at Outside Lands Music Festival on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024, in San Francisco, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 10 | 
            FILE - Kendrick Lamar performs during the Festival d'ete de Quebec in Quebec City, Canada on July 7, 2017. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Future, left, performs with Metro Boomin at the Coachella Music & Arts Festival on April 14, 2023, in Indio, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Chappell Roan performs in concert on Friday, Sept. 20, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Sabrina Carpenter performs during the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival on April 12, 2024, in Indio, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Beyonce appears at a campaign event for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris in Houston, on Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FILE - Tinashe performs during the BET Awards on June 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            Post Malone performs at the 57th Annual CMA Awards on Nov. 8, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn., left, and Morgan Wallen performs at the 57th Annual CMA Awards on Nov. 8, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo)
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            Kali Uchis performs at the Coachella Music and Arts Festival on April 23, 2023, in Indio, Calif., left, and Peso Pluma performs at the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival on April 12, 2024, in Indio, Calif. (AP Photo)
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            This image released by ANTI Records shows "Tigers Blood" by Waxahatchee. (ANTI Records via AP)
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            FILE - Shaboozey performs at Outside Lands Music Festival on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024, in San Francisco, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Kendrick Lamar performs during the Festival d'ete de Quebec in Quebec City, Canada on July 7, 2017. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 10

                                    
                                    FILE - Kendrick Lamar performs during the Festival d'ete de Quebec in Quebec City, Canada on July 7, 2017. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 10 | 
            FILE - Future, left, performs with Metro Boomin at the Coachella Music & Arts Festival on April 14, 2023, in Indio, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Chappell Roan performs in concert on Friday, Sept. 20, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Sabrina Carpenter performs during the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival on April 12, 2024, in Indio, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Beyonce appears at a campaign event for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris in Houston, on Oct. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FILE - Tinashe performs during the BET Awards on June 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            This image released by ANTI Records shows "Tigers Blood" by Waxahatchee. (ANTI Records via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Ten of the best songs of the year, as determined by Associated Press Music Writer Maria Sherman, in no particular order.
"A Bar Song (Tipsy)," Shaboozey
It is not only the biggest song of the year, but one of the longest-reigning No. 1s of all time, as far as the Billboard Hot 100 is concerned -- Shaboozey's "A Bar Song (Tipsy)" tied Lil Nas X's "Old Town Road" with an impressive 19 weeks atop the charts. It makes sense that these two songs resonated in similar ways: Both are cross-genre, monolithic musical moments, classically country and an amalgamation of styles forming something completely modern. Shaboozey's earworm interpolates J-Kwon's "Tipsy" and places it squarely on the faded bar stool of a hard-working weekend warrior. Like a few too many whiskey shooters, it'll inspire a singalong of "Oh my, good lord" from anyone.
"Not Like Us," Kendrick Lamar
There was a time where describing "Not Like Us" required a taxonomy of the freshly reignited beef between Kendrick Lamar and Drake, a period of diss tracks begetting diss tracks with dizzying alacrity -- and a clear victor. The truth is, of course, the song stands on its own: a triumphant declaration of West Coast hip-hop, funny and bombastic.

    


"Like That," Future, Metro Boomin and Kendrick Lamar
Future and Metro Boomin have long made ideal collaborators, but this year's joint album, "We Don't Trust You," felt like a long time coming. It was an event. Immediately upon its release, "Like That" stood out, not only for its fiery guest verse from Lamar, or its hyper-speed sample of Rodney O and Joe Cooley's "Everlasting Bass" and Eazy-E's "Eazy-Duz-It," but for its ferocity. It's the big ... three?




"Good Luck, Babe!," Chappell Roan
Face it: 2024 belonged to Chappell Roan. A veteran of the music industry now experiencing what feels like an unparalleled rocket launch into fame, Roan has long wielded her theatricality and sexual candor like a wand (and a rabbit) in her songs. But it's "Good Luck, Babe!" that thrust her into the mainstream, a pop megahit that tackles lust, frustration and compulsory heterosexuality atop strings, '80s synths, and a soaring vocal performance. How could you not fall in love with her?

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Espresso," Sabrina Carpenter
For the caffeinated -- or those in dire need of an energy boost -- Sabrina Carpenter's "Espresso" emerged like all great pop hits should: Almost from nowhere, as addictive as its namesake and confounding in its lyrics, directly recalling the Y2K period of off-kilter pop songs with nonsensical lyrics atop sunny productions. ("That's that me espresso" is up there with the Backstreet Boys' declaration of "I never wanna hear you say / I want it that way.") But this one isn't simply fueled by nostalgia. It's disco-pop when the genre was dead and buried, revitalized and made clever through Carpenter's ever-present sense of humor. Cheeky! 

    


"Texas Hold 'Em," Beyonce
For career-long fans of Beyonce, the memory of the once-teenaged singer who spoke with a soft, pronounced Texas twang is all but distant. For them, a hybridist country album from the superstar performer was simply a prophecy fulfilled. When "Cowboy Carter" arrived, it became immediately clear that B was dedicated to reclaiming country music as a Black woman. But it was the introduction of this new era with "Texas Hold 'Em" that solidified it -- a honky-tonk stomper with a lot of western soul.

    


"Nasty," Tinashe
Give her No. 1 for the best lyric of the year -- "Is somebody gonna match my freak?" Tinashe's "Nasty" is the hit fans of her smooth R&B-pop have been waiting for years; an exemplar of her particular talents. It's a sultry, goodtime hit -- a kick, a snare, bare production and a scare beat -- melodic and stacked with backing vocals. No wonder TikTok immediately embraced it. "Nasty" is for dancing, a song that evokes a quote regularly attributed to Oscar Wilde: a vertical expression of a horizontal urge.
"I Had Some Help," Post Malone and Morgan Wallen
Of any contemporary pop performer, Post Malone has benefitted the most from his ability to shapeshift. In an alternative universe, it might be hard to think of the "White Iverson" rapper launching a successful country career. In this one, it makes too much sense -- the Texas musician has been dropping "ma'ams" and "sirs" in his speech since day one, and his signature autotuned vibrato works across the genre spectrum. (It's that same idiosyncrasy that had both Beyonce and Taylor Swift calling him for features this year.) But it is his red solo cup collaboration with controversial hitmaker Morgan Wallen that undoubtedly made waves, an immediate anthem for hanging out in the bed of a pickup truck or at a backyard barbecue.

    


"Igual Que Un Angel," Kali Uchis and Peso Pluma
One of the biggest music stories of the last few years has been the increasing popularity of regional Mexican music -- a thrilling reflection of Latin music's continued global growth. But the artists at the center of the movement, including Peso Pluma, know that their music succeeds because it both celebrates tradition and transcends it, like in his gruff rapping over corridos. In Kali Uchis' "Igual Que Un Angel," Pluma experiments with new genres entirely, and she welcomes him into her world. Here, Uchis' glossy, shimmery disco dream-pop is the foundation, and Pluma's stony vocal tone a smooth accent. It's an addictive song, and a reminder of the power at the heart of inventive collaborations.

    


"Right Back to It," Waxahatchee and MJ Lenderman

A vocal harmony between Waxahatchee's Katie Crutchfield and MJ Lenderman is a marvel from the jump -- two kindred spirits, schooled in folky Americana and raised in DIY punk -- but that's only one fraction of the magic of "Right Back to It." The song considers long-term relationships, the kind of love that can be tested, steady, reliable and, at times, restive. "I let my mind run wild / Don't know why I do it," she sings, "But you just settle in like a song with no end." 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/best-songs-2024-a3ad75b5c49d9e9dc42f47a2090407b9
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Consumer Reports survey finds electric vehicle reliability improving but lagging gas models
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                    FILE - A Toyota RAV4 Prime is displayed at the Pittsburgh International Auto Show in Pittsburgh, Feb. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- The reliability of electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids has dramatically improved, narrowing a wide gap with gas-powered automobiles, according to the latest survey by Consumer Reports. 
But vehicles with internal combustion engines and gas-electric hybrids are still far more dependable, the survey found.
Consumer Reports subscribers, who filled out surveys during much of 2024, reported that electric vehicles had 42% more problems than gas autos on average. But that was down from 79% more in the 2023 survey. The survey released Thursday measured reliability of vehicles mainly from the 2022, 2023 and 2024 model years.
Plug-ins, which travel a short distance on battery power before a hybrid powertrain kicks in, had 70% more problems than gas vehicles, but that was less than half the difference found in last year's survey.

    


The reason for the improvement? EV and plug-in technology are maturing, said Jake Fisher, head of Consumer Reports' automobile test center. 
"As the automakers get more experience with the new technologies and new platforms, they will improve," Fisher said.
He said he expects plug-in and electric vehicles to keep getting better, further closing the gap with gas vehicles. But one thing may stand in the way: Automakers often test new automation and other features on EVs, and the new stuff is prone to glitches.




"Until we get to where an EV is just a car that does practical things with their own powertrain, I'm not sure they'll ever catch up totally" to gas vehicles, Fisher said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The new technology may offer more than the next wave of EV buyers would like, as EVs move from early adopters to more practical mainstream buyers, Fisher said. "There are people who just want a car that's easy to maintain," he said. "I don't use gas. I don't need this automation feature and electric door handles or whatever the heck they are putting out."

    


Consumer Reports has noted that concerns about EV and plug-in quality add to issues that may have buyers hesitating before switching from gasoline engines, including concerns about higher up-front costs, too few charging stations and long charging times. 
Gas-electric hybrids, which switch from internal combustion to electric power to get better mileage, were about as reliable as cars with combustion engines. While the technology is pretty technical, it has been refined for a quarter century, mainly by pioneer Toyota, Fisher said. "CR's tests have shown that they are often quieter, quicker and more pleasant to drive than their gasoline-only counterparts," he said.
Through September of this year, the last month for which all automakers have reported results, electric vehicle sales are up 7.2%, plug-in sales rose 11.6%, but hybrids led with a 32.6% increase, according to Motorintelligence.com.
Consumer Reports said its 2024 survey of subscribers representing about 300,000 vehicle owners found that Subaru was the most reliable brand for the first time, followed by perennial top finishers Lexus and Toyota. Rounding out the top five were Honda and its Acura luxury brand. It was the first time since 2020 that neither Toyota nor its Lexus luxury brand were in the top spot, Fisher said.

    


The highest-ranked brand from a U.S.-based automaker was General Motors' Buick at No. 11.
The five lowest of 22 brands that were ranked were electric upstart Rivian, followed by GM's Cadillac luxury brand, GMC, Jeep and Volkswagen, Consumer Reports said.
The magazine and website didn't get enough data this year to rank Alfa Romeo, Chrysler, Dodge, Fiat, Infiniti, Jaguar, Land Rover, Lincoln, Lucid, Maserati, Mercedes, Mitsubishi, Porsche and Ram.
Electric vehicle sales leader Tesla finished 17th, down three spots from last year's survey.
Subaru took first place in the survey by following the same formula that Toyota uses to get high reliability scores: It doesn't make huge changes when updating or unveiling new vehicles, Fisher said. Instead of going with new engines or transmissions, Subaru carries parts over from the prior generation. 

    


"They don't fix what's not broken," he said. "They continue to refine their products, and because the products perform quite well, they don't have to have big changes."
Rivian, Fisher said, is a new company with new electric models that have more glitches. Since the company is a startup, it can't use proven powertrains from prior generations yet. "It's expected that you're going to have issues when you have nothing to carry over" from previous model years, he said.
The survey found that the gas-powered Toyota RAV4 small SUV was the most reliable vehicle, followed by the Toyota Corolla compact car. The RAV4 Prime plug-in hybrid was third, followed by the RAV4 gas-electric hybrid, Fisher said. 

Consumer Reports' survey of its subscriber base does not represent all vehicle purchasers in the U.S. or the population that bought specific vehicle types. The survey results were released at a meeting of the Automotive Press Association of Detroit. 
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Bitcoin has surpassed the $100,000 mark as the post-election rally continues. What's next?
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            Bitcoin has topped the $100,000 mark as a massive rally in the world's most popular cryptocurrency sparked by the election of Donald Trump rolls on.
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            FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at the Bitcoin 2024 Conference Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)
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            FILE - Bitcoin logos are displayed at the Inside Bitcoins conference and trade show on April 7, 2014, in New York. Bitcoin has topped the $100,000 mark. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at the Bitcoin 2024 Conference July 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)
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            FILE - Bitcoin logos are displayed at the Inside Bitcoins conference and trade show on April 7, 2014, in New York. Bitcoin has topped the $100,000 mark. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Bitcoin topped $100,000 for the first time as a massive rally in the world's most popular cryptocurrency, largely accelerated by the election of Donald Trump, rolls on. 
The cryptocurrency officially to rose six figures Wednesday night, just hours after the president-elect said he intends to nominate cryptocurrency advocate Paul Atkins to be the next chair of the Securities and Exchange Commission.
Bitcoin has soared since Trump won the U.S. presidential election on Nov. 5. The asset climbed from $69,374 on Election Day, hitting as high as $103,713 Wednesday, according to CoinDesk. And the latest all-time high arrives just two years after bitcoin dropped below $17,000 following the collapse of crypto exchange FTX.
Bitcoin fell below $102,000 by midday Thursday, but its price is still up nearly 7% over the last day. Even amid a massive rally that has more than doubled the value of bitcoin this year, some experts continue to warn of investment risks around the asset, which has quite a volatile history.
Here's what you need to know.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Back up. What is cryptocurrency again?
Cryptocurrency has been around for a while now. But chances are you've heard about it more and more over the last few years.
In basic terms, cryptocurrency is digital money. This kind of currency is designed to work through an online network without a central authority -- meaning it's typically not backed by any government or banking institution -- and transactions get recorded with technology called a blockchain.
Bitcoin is the largest and oldest cryptocurrency, although other assets like ethereum, XRP, tether and dogecoin have also gained popularity over the years. Some investors see cryptocurrency as a "digital alternative" to traditional money, but the large majority of daily financial transactions are still conducted using fiat currencies such as the dollar. Also, bitcoin can be very volatile, with its price reliant on larger market conditions.

    


Why is bitcoin soaring?
A lot of the recent action has to do with the outcome of the U.S. presidential election.
Trump, who was once a crypto skeptic, has pledged to make the U.S. "the crypto capital of the planet" and create a "strategic reserve" of bitcoin. His campaign accepted donations in cryptocurrency and he courted fans at a bitcoin conference in July. He also launched World Liberty Financial, a new venture with family members to trade cryptocurrencies.
On Thursday morning, hours after bitcoin surpassed the $100,000 mark, Trump congratulated "BITCOINERS" on his social media platform Truth Social. He also appeared to take credit for the recent rally, writing, "YOU'RE WELCOME!!!"
Top crypto players welcomed Trump's election victory last month, in hopes that he would be able to push through legislative and regulatory changes that they've long lobbied for -- which, generally speaking, aim for an increased sense of legitimacy without too much red tape.
Trump made a move in that direction Wednesday when he said he intends to nominate Atkins to chair the SEC. Atkins was an SEC commissioner during the presidency of George W. Bush. In the years since leaving the agency, Atkins has made the case against too much market regulation. He joined the Token Alliance, a cryptocurrency advocacy organization, in 2017. 

    


Under current chair Gary Gensler, who will step down when Trump takes office, the SEC has cracked down on the crypto industry -- penalizing a number of companies for violating securities laws. Gensler has also faced ample criticism from industry players in the process.
One crypto-friendly move the SEC did make under Gensler was the approval in January of spot bitcoin ETFs, or exchange trade funds, which allow investors to have a stake in bitcoin without directly buying it. The spot ETFs were the dominant driver of bitcoin's price before Trump's win -- but, like much of the crypto's recent momentum, saw record inflows postelection. 
What does bitcoin hitting the $100k mark mean? Could it keep climbing?
Bitcoin surpassing the coveted $100,000 mark has left much of the crypto world buzzing.
"What we're seeing isn't just a rally -- it's a fundamental transformation of bitcoin's place in the financial system," Nathan McCauley, CEO and co-founder of crypto asset manager Anchorage Digital, said in a statement -- while pointing to the growth of who's entering the market, particularly with rising institutional adoption.

    


Still, others note that the new heights of bitcoin's price don't necessarily mean the asset is going mainstream. The $100,000 level is "merely a psychological factor and ultimately just a number," Dan Coatsworth, investment analyst at British investment company AJ Bell, wrote in a Thursday commentary.
That being said, bitcoin could keep climbing to more and more all-time highs -- particularly if Trump makes good on his promises for more crypto-friendly regulation once in office. If Trump actually makes a bitcoin reserve, for example, supply changes could also propel the price forward.

    


Still, as with everything in the volatile cryptoverse, the future is never promised. Worldwide regulatory uncertainties and environmental concerns around bitcoin "mining" -- the creation of new bitcoin, which consumes a lot of energy -- are among factors that analysts like Coatsworth note could hamper future growth. And, as still a relatively-young asset with a history of volatility, longer-term adoption has yet to be seen through.
Is it too late to invest? What are the risks?
Today's excitement around bitcoin may make many who aren't already in the space want to get in on the action, but experts continue to stress caution around crypto "FOMO," or the fear of missing out, especially for small-pocketed investors.
"A lot of people have got rich from the cryptocurrency soaring in value this year, but this high-risk asset isn't suitable for everyone," Coatsworth noted Thursday. "It's volatile, unpredictable and is driven by speculation, none of which makes for a sleep-at-night investment."
In short, history shows you can lose money in crypto as quickly as you've made it. Long-term price behavior relies on larger market conditions. Trading continues at all hours, every day.
Coatsworth points to recent research from the Bank for International Settlements, a Switzerland-based global organization of central banks, which found that about three-quarters of retail buyers on crypto exchange apps likely lost money on their bitcoin investments between 2015 and 2022.
At the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, bitcoin stood at just over $5,000. Its price climbed to nearly $69,000 by November 2021, during high demand for technology assets, but later crashed during an aggressive series of rate hikes by the Federal Reserve. And the late-2022 collapse of FTX significantly undermined confidence in crypto overall, with bitcoin falling below $17,000.
Investors began returning in large numbers as inflation started to cool -- and gains skyrocketed on the anticipation and then early success of spot ETFs, and again, now the post-election frenzy. But lighter regulation from the coming Trump administration could also mean less guardrails.

"I would say, keep it simple. And don't take on more risk than you can afford to," Adam Morgan McCarthy, a research analyst at Kaiko, previously told The Associated Press -- adding that there isn't a "magic eight ball" to know for certain what comes next.
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            Memphis Police Chief Cerelyn "C.J." Davis speaks during a news conference Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Memphis Police Chief Cerelyn "C.J." Davis speaks during a news conference Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Memphis Police Chief Cerelyn "C.J." Davis speaks during a news conference Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                        MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) -- Memphis' mayor pushed back Thursday against the need for a Justice Department deal to enact reforms in light of the scathing findings of an investigation into the Memphis Police Department, saying the city has already made hundreds of positive changes since the beating death of Tyre Nichols.
Although he didn't rule out eventually agreeing to a consent decree with the Justice Department, Mayor Paul Young said he thinks the city can make changes more effectively without committing to a binding pact. The 17-month federal investigation launched after Nichols' death found that Memphis officers routinely use unwarranted force and disproportionately target Black people.
"We believe we can make more effective and meaningful change by working together with community input and independent national experts than with a bureaucratic, costly, and complicated federal government consent decree," Young said at a news conference.

    


His remarks came minutes after a top Justice Department official warned that the DOJ could sue to require reforms of Memphis' police force should the city refuse to sign an agreement.




With a more police-friendly administration about to take over in Washington, the city could be biding its time in the hopes that the Justice Department under Donald Trump could let the matter drop. Neither Justice Department nor city officials were willing to delve into that issue -- the mayor said he would have the same position regardless of the presidential election's outcome; and acting U.S. Attorney Reagan Fondren said federal prosecutors will continue their work regardless of who's in the White House.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The investigation determined that police in Tennessee's second-largest city have violated citizens' constitutional rights and civil rights, Assistant U.S. Attorney General Kristen Clarke said at a Thursday news conference, describing the lengthy review as "comprehensive and exhaustive."

    


The police department's practices violate the Constitution and federal law, and "harm and demean people and they promote distrust, undermining the fundamental safety mission of a police department," Clarke said.
The fatal beating of Nichols by officers after he ran away from a January 2023 traffic stop exposed serious problems in police department, from its use of excessive force to its mistreatment of Black people in the majority-Black city, according to the investigation report released Wednesday.
Nichols, who was kicked, punched and beaten with a baton, died three days after his encounter with police. Nichols was Black, as are the former officers involved in his beating. His death led to national protests, raised the volume on calls for police reforms in the U.S., and directed intense scrutiny towards the Memphis Police Department, more than half of whose members are Black, including Chief Cerelyn "CJ" Davis. 
The federal probe looked at the department's "pattern or practice" of how it uses force and conducts stops, searches and arrests, and whether it engages in discriminatory policing.

    


It found that officers would punch, kick and use other force against people who were already handcuffed or restrained, which it described as unconstitutional but which were nearly always approved after the fact by supervisors. Officers resort to force likely to cause pain or injury "almost immediately in response to low-level, nonviolent offenses, even when people are not aggressive," investigators determined.
"Memphis police officers regularly violate the rights of the people they are sworn to serve," according to the report.
Memphis officers cite or arrest Black people for loitering or curfew violations at 13 times the rate it does for white people, and cite or arrest Black people for disorderly conduct at 3.6 times the rate of white people, the report said.
Police video showed officers pepper-spraying Nichols and hitting him with a Taser before he ran from a traffic stop. Five officers chased down Nichols just steps from his home as he called out for his mother. The video showed the officers milling about, talking and laughing as Nichols struggled with his injuries.

    


The officers were fired, charged in state court with murder, and indicted by a federal grand jury on civil rights and witness tampering charges. Two pleaded guilty to federal charges under plea deals. The other three were convicted at trial on split verdicts.
Although the report mentions the Nichols case, it also describes others, including one in which officers pepper-sprayed, kicked and fired a Taser at an unarmed man with a mental illness who tried to take a $2 soda from a gas station.
The investigation cited police training that "primed officers to believe that force was the most likely way to end an encounter," rather than talking to a suspect to de-escalate a situation. In one training example, officers were told that, "If a fight is unavoidable, hurt them first and hurt them bad."

    


In a Wednesday letter to the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division, the city attorney said Memphis had received the a DOJ's consent decree request but wouldn't agree to one until it had thoroughly reviewed the report. 
A consent decree requires reforms overseen by an independent monitor and approved by a federal judge. The federal oversight can continue for years, and violations could result in fines paid by the city. 

Other police departments have faced federal investigations in recent years, including Minneapolis' after the killing of George Floyd, and the police force in Louisville, Kentucky, following the fatal police shooting of Breonna Taylor.
___
Mattise reported from Nashville. Associated Press reporter Kristin M. Hall contributed from Chicago.
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            Two children are in "extremely critical condition" after being shot Wednesday at a tiny religious K-8 school in Northern California and the gunman is dead after apparently shooting himself, sheriff's officials said.
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            Police officers stand near a body covered by a tarp outside of Feather River Adventist School after a shooting Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Oroville, Calif. (Michael Weber/The Chico Enterprise-Record via AP)
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            Police officers stand near a body covered by a tarp outside of Feather River Adventist School after a shooting Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Oroville, Calif. (Michael Weber/The Chico Enterprise-Record via AP)
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            Emergency personnel state outside the Feather River Adventist School after a shooting Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Oroville, Calif. (Michael Weber/The Chico Enterprise-Record via AP)
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            Police tape blocks a road outside the Feather River Adventist School after a shooting Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Oroville, Calif. (Michael Weber/The Chico Enterprise-Record via AP)
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            Police officers stand near a body covered by a tarp outside of Feather River Adventist School after a shooting Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Oroville, Calif. (Michael Weber/The Chico Enterprise-Record via AP)
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            Emergency personnel state outside the Feather River Adventist School after a shooting Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Oroville, Calif. (Michael Weber/The Chico Enterprise-Record via AP)
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            Police tape blocks a road outside the Feather River Adventist School after a shooting Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Oroville, Calif. (Michael Weber/The Chico Enterprise-Record via AP)
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                                        PALERMO, Calif. (AP) -- Investigators on Thursday were trying to determine if a gunman was specifically targeting a tiny religious school in Northern California when he opened fire and critically wounded two kindergartners before killing himself. 
The man may have targeted Feather River School of Seventh-Day Adventists in Palermo on Wednesday because of its religious affiliation, but he isn't believed to have had a prior connection to the victims or the school, Butte County Sheriff Kory L. Honea said. He didn't explain further.
"Whether or not this is a hate crime or whether or not it's part of some sort of larger scheme at this point I don't have enough information to provide an answer to that," he said.
The two children were in "extremely critical condition" after being shot and the suspect died at the scene, apparently from a self-inflicted gunshot, police said.

    


The wounded children, boys ages 5 and 6, were being treated at a trauma center in the Sacramento area, officials said. 
"I am thankful that they're still alive, but they've got a long road ahead of them," Honea said.
The shooting occurred shortly after 1 p.m. at the private K-8 Christian school with fewer than three dozen students in Palermo, which has about 5,500 people and is about 65 miles (104 kilometers) north of Sacramento. 




It was the the latest among dozens of school shootings across the U.S. in recent years, including especially deadly ones in Newtown, Connecticut, Parkland, Florida, and Uvalde, Texas. The shootings have set off fervent debates about gun control and frayed the nerves of parents whose children are growing up accustomed to doing active shooter drills in their classrooms. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But school shootings have done little to move the needle on national gun laws. Firearms were the leading cause of death among children in 2020 and 2021, according to KFF, a nonprofit that researches health care issues.

    


Honea said the gunman was dropped off by an Uber driver who is being interviewed by detectives.
He said the shooter was in a meeting with an administrator about enrolling a child at the school, which he described as "cordial." But it seems that was his first visit to the school and he had no prior connection to the victims. Shortly after that, shots rang out, Honea said. 
The gunman's body was found near the slide and other playground equipment on the grounds of the school, which abuts ranchland where cattle graze. A handgun was found nearby, Honea said. 
Honea said they were trying to contact the shooter's family before releasing his name.
Laurie Trujillo, a spokesperson for the Northern California Conference of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church, said in a statement that they were "deeply saddened by the events that occurred today at our Feather River school." She added that they are grateful to the sheriff's office for acting quickly to protect the students.
The Seventh-Day Adventist Church is a Christian denomination in which members consider the Bible their only creed and believe that the second coming of Christ is near. The Feather River School has been open since 1965, according to its website. 

    


After the shooting, authorities rushed students initially to a gymnasium where they stayed until a bus arrived to take them off the grounds and to the Oroville Church of the Nazarene to be reunited with their families, Honea said. 
Travis Marshall, the senior pastor for the Oroville Church of the Nazarene, called the reunification between parents and their children "very moving."
"Some of the children were incredibly emotional," he said. "One woman was raising her hands up, praising the Lord" when she found her child.
Sixth grader Jocelyn Orlando described what happened to CBS News Sacramento.
"We were going in for lunch recess and basically everybody in my classroom heard shooting and most people were screaming," she said. "We all went into the office, we closed the curtains, locked the doors, basically did what we would do in a school shooting, and then one of the teachers came and we all ran into the gym."
Assemblyman James Gallagher, whose area includes Palermo, said his "heart is breaking for everyone impacted by this tragedy."

"As a community, we'll all be hugging our loved ones closer today as we pray for the victims and try to make sense of something so senseless," he said in a statement. 
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            UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson was killed Wednesday morning in what investigators suspect was a targeted shooting outside a Manhattan hotel where he was set to speak at an investor conference.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 9 | 
            This combination of images provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            This undated photo provided by UnitedHealth Group shows UnitedHealthcare chief executive officer Brian Thompson. (AP Photo/UnitedHealth Group via AP)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            New York City Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch, accompanied by Chief of Detectives Joseph Kenny, speaks during a news conference at police headquarters, Wednesday Dec. 4, 2024, concerning the shooting death of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a New York hotel. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 9 | 
            Flags fly at half mast in front of UnitedHealthcare headquarters in Minnetonka, Minn., Wednesday Dec. 4, 2024, after its CEO Brian Thompson was shot and killed in New York City. (Jerry Holt/Star Tribune via AP)
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            Bullets lie on the sidewalk at the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            A New York police officer stands outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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                                    UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson was killed Wednesday morning in what investigators suspect was a targeted shooting outside a Manhattan hotel where he was set to speak at an investor conference.
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            This combination of images provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            This undated photo provided by UnitedHealth Group shows UnitedHealthcare chief executive officer Brian Thompson. (AP Photo/UnitedHealth Group via AP)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            Flags fly at half mast in front of UnitedHealthcare headquarters in Minnetonka, Minn., Wednesday Dec. 4, 2024, after its CEO Brian Thompson was shot and killed in New York City. (Jerry Holt/Star Tribune via AP)
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    Live Updates: Follow the latest updates on the shooting death of UnitedHealthcare's CEO. 



    



The masked gunman who killed the leader of one of the largest U.S. health insurance companies in front of midtown Manhattan surveillance cameras remained free Thursday from the dragnet thrown by the nation's largest police department.

UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, 50, died in the dawn ambush Wednesday. Thompson was walking to the company's annual investor conference at a Hilton in Midtown, blocks from tourist draws like Radio City Music Hall and the Museum of Modern Art.

On Thursday, a law enforcement official said the shooter had used ammunition with the words "deny," "defend" and "depose" written on it. The official was not authorized to publicly discuss details of the ongoing investigation and spoke to The Associated Press on the condition of anonymity.

    
    What to know

	What happened? UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson died in a dawn ambush Wednesday as he walked to the company's annual investor conference in New York.
	Who was Brian Thompson? He was the chief executive of UnitedHealthcare and kept a relatively low profile.
	Who was the shooter? Officials say the shooter, who is still at large, appeared to be a man who was wearing a black face mask and black and white sneakers.



    





The words on the ammunition may have been a reference to strategies insurance companies use to try to avoid paying claims.
What happened?



Police said Thompson was heading to the company's annual investor conference at the New York Hilton Midtown around 6:45 a.m. when a person walked up behind him and shot him.

Thompson was alone and did not have bodyguards, police said.

    





Officers found Thompson on the ground with wounds to his back and right calf, according to Joseph Kenny, the NYPD chief of detectives. The CEO was pronounced dead at a nearby hospital at 7:12 a.m.
What do we know about the shooter?



Kenny said the shooter wore a black face mask, black-and-white sneakers and a distinctive gray backpack.

He arrived outside the hotel about five minutes before Thompson did, then waited and ignored other pedestrians before he approached Thompson from behind.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

After the assailant began to fire, his 9 mm pistol jammed but he quickly fixed it and kept firing, Kenny said, another sign of the shooter's professionalism.

"From watching the video, it does seem that he's proficient in the use of firearms as he was able to clear the malfunctions pretty quickly," Kenny said.

    



The shooter ran into an alleyway near the hotel and later got on the e-bike that he took into Central Park.

Police initially said the shooter rode into Central Park on a bicycle from the city's bike-share program, CitiBike. But a spokesperson for the program's operator, Lyft, said police officials informed the company Wednesday afternoon that the bike was not from the CitiBike fleet.

Kenny said police found a cellphone in the alleyway, but it was unclear if it belonged to the shooter.


What do we know about the search?



As of Thursday morning, police were still searching for the shooter. The hunt for the shooter brought officers to at least two hostels on Manhattan's Upper West Side, based on a tip that the suspected shooter may have stayed at one of them, according to a second law enforcement official briefed on the investigation, who requested anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the ongoing search.

An employee at the Kama Central Park hostel confirmed to The AP that two detectives arrived at 7 a.m. and asked staff if they recognized the man in a photo of the shooter. They workers did not, the employee said. An employee at the nearby HI New York City hostel also said police had visited Thursday, but declined to provide further information.

According to the first official, investigators are running DNA and fingerprint analysis on items found near the shooting, including a water bottle, that they believe the suspect may have discarded. Additionally, they looking into whether the suspect had pre-positioned a bike as part of an escape plan.

Police on Thursday also released new photos of a person they said is wanted for questioning in connection with the shooting.
Who was Brian Thompson?






Thompson was the chief executive of UnitedHealthcare, the insurance wing of parent company UnitedHealth Group Inc.

He had worked at the Minnetonka, Minnesota-based company for two decades and led its insurance division since 2021. He was one of the company's highest-paid executives, with a $10.2 million annual compensation package.

Thompson kept a low profile, with UnitedHealth Group Inc.'s CEO Andrew Witty taking on a more public-facing role that included testifying before Congress.

Thompson started his career as a certified public accountant and graduated from the University of Iowa. He lived in the Minneapolis suburb of Maple Grove and was the married father of two sons in high school,


His wife, Paulette Thompson, told NBC News that her husband said some people had been threatening him. She did not have details, but suggested they may have involved issues with insurance coverage.

Maple Grove Police Chief Eric Werner said his department had not received any reports of threats against the executive.

___

Associated Press writer Michael Balsamo in Washington and Jake Offenhartz in New York contributed to this story.
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Key members of OPEC+ alliance are putting off production increases amid slack crude prices
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                    FILE -The logo of the Organization of the Petroleoum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is seen outside of OPEC's headquarters in Vienna, Austria, March 3, 2022. A street sign that says ,,one way" is positioned below the logo. (AP Photo/Lisa Leutner, File)
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                                        FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) -- Eight members of the OPEC+ alliance of oil exporting countries decided Thursday to put off increasing oil production as they face weaker than expected demand and competing production from non-allied countries -- factors that could keep oil prices stagnant into next year.
The OPEC+ members decided at an online meeting to postpone production increases that had been scheduled to take effect Jan. 1. The plan had been to start gradually restoring 2.2 million barrels per day over the course of 2025. 
That process will now be pushed back to April 1, 2025 and production increases will gradually take place over 18 months until October 2026. 
OPEC+, which includes Saudi Arabia as the dominant member of the OPEC producers' cartel, and Russia as the leading non-OPEC member in the 22-country alliance, have imposed several sets of cuts to agreed output to support prices.

    


Oil prices have been slack due to weaker than expected demand from China as well as increased production from countries like Brazil and Argentina that aren't in OPEC+. 
Among the beneficiaries of the current state of the oil market are U.S. motorists, who have seen gasoline prices fall to their lowest in 2 1/2 years to near $3 a gallon.




Oil analysts have been busy reducing their estimates for demand for next year, meaning that OPEC+ could remain in a bind well into 2025. 
The Saudis need oil revenue to carry out Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman's ambitious plans to diversify his country's economy, including the development of Neom, a $500 billion futuristic city in the desert. For Russia, oil export revenues are a key pillar of state finances and funding for the war against Ukraine. Holding back production risks losing market share. Yet increasing production and sales could lower prices in a global economy that analysts say is already well supplied with oil.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
U.S. oil has been stuck around $70 per barrel for weeks and traded little changed at $68.75 on Thursday after the announcement, down from $80 in August. International benchmark Brent crude traded at $72.57 per barrel, down from around $80 in July. 

    


One result of those slack prices is that U.S. average pump prices for gasoline fell to $3.03 a gallon this week, the lowest since May, 2021 and well down from their record peak of $5.02 from June, 2022, according to motoring club AAA. 
Thirty-one U.S. states now have average gas prices below $3 a gallon.
U.S. oil price levels of $70 or less "are great for consumers," said AAA spokesman Andrew Gross. Crude oil makes up about half the price of a gallon of gasoline, making crude the key factor on top of distribution costs and taxes. Motorists in Europe see far smaller fluctuations because taxes make up a much bigger chunk of the cost. 
OPEC has cut its forecast for 2025 demand growth to 1.54 million barrels per day, from 1.85 million barrels per day in July. That is at the high end of estimates compared to those from the International Energy Agency at 990,000 barrels per day, U.S. Energy Information Administration at 1.22 million and energy intelligence firm Rystad Energy at 1.1 million. 

    


Analysts at Commerzbank foresee Brent prices averaging $75 per barrel in the first quarter of next year and $80 for the remaining three quarters. 
In the United States, Donald Trump's return to the White House will likely lead to more fossil fuel production. Not only has the President-elect campaigned on more drilling, but his Treasury secretary nominee Scott Bessent has put together an economic plan with the goal of increasing domestic oil production by the equivalent of 3 million barrels a day. Bessent has indicated that the additional oil production would reduce inflationary pressures for U.S. consumers. But the Trump team has not fully outlined why oil producers would ramp up supplies and lower prices to levels that could hurt their profits.

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is an intergovernmental organization founded in 1960, by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. It has since expanded to 12 member countries. In 2016, largely in response to dramatically falling oil prices due to U.S. shale oil output, OPEC signed an agreement with 10 other oil-producing countries to create OPEC+. 
---
Josh Boak contributed from Washington DC. 
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            A pair of European satellites rocketed into orbit Thursday on the first mission to create artificial solar eclipses through fancy formation flying in space. Each fake eclipse should last six hours once operations begin next year.
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            This image taken from video provided by the European Space Agency shows the launching of a rocket from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, India on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. A pair of European satellites rocketed into orbit Thursday on the first mission to create artificial solar eclipses through fancy formation flying in space. (European Space Agency via AP)
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            This image provided by the European Space Agency shows a pair of probes creating an artificial total solar eclipse through formation flying. (European Space Agency via AP)
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                                    A pair of European satellites rocketed into orbit Thursday on the first mission to create artificial solar eclipses through fancy formation flying in space. Each fake eclipse should last six hours once operations begin next year.
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            This image provided by the European Space Agency shows a pair of probes creating an artificial total solar eclipse through formation flying. (European Space Agency via AP)
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- A pair of European satellites rocketed into orbit Thursday on the first mission to create artificial solar eclipses through fancy formation flying in space.
Each fake eclipse should last six hours once operations begin next year. That's considerably longer than the few minutes of totality offered by a natural eclipse here on Earth, allowing for prolonged study of the sun's corona, or outer atmosphere.
The launch took place from India.
"We are a very happy science team here" in India, the European Space Agency's mission scientist Joe Zender said via email.
Billed as a tech demo, the two satellites will separate in a month or so and fly 492 feet (150 meters) apart once reaching their destination high above Earth, lining up with the sun so that one spacecraft casts a shadow on the other.
This will require extreme precision, within just one millimeter, equivalent to a fingernail's thickness, according to the European Space Agency. To maintain their position, the satellites will rely on GPS, star trackers, lasers and radio links, flying autonomously.

    


Each cube-shaped spacecraft is less than 5 feet (1.5 meters) across. The shadow-casting satellite holds a disk to block the sun from the telescope on the other satellite. This disk will mimic the moon in a natural total solar eclipse, with the darkened satellite posing as Earth.




"This has a huge scientific relevance" in addition to testing high-precision formation flying," said the European Space Agency's technology and engineering director Dietmar Pilz.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Scientists need the glaring face of the sun completely blocked in order to scrutinize the wispy crown-like corona encircling it, getting an especially good look close to the solar rim on this mission. They're particularly interested to learn why the corona is hotter than the surface of the sun, and also want to better understand coronal mass ejections, eruptions of billions of tons of plasma with magnetic fields out into space. 

    


The resulting geomagnetic storms can disrupt power and communication on Earth and in orbit. Such outbursts can also produce stunning auroras in unexpected places. 
With a lopsided orbit stretching from 370 miles (600 kilometers) to 37,000 miles (60,000 kilometers) away, the satellites will take nearly 20 hours to circle the world. Six of those hours -- at the farther end of certain orbits -- will be spent generating an eclipse. Other orbits will be strictly for formation flying experiments, according to the European Space Agency.
The first eclipse results should be available in March, following checkout of both craft.
Zender said eclipses will be created at least twice a week, with six hours of totality each time for corona observations. The frequency will depend on solar activity, he noted, and prove a boon for scientists who now must travel across the world for a mere three to five minutes of totality during the occasional eclipse.
The $210 million mission, dubbed Proba-3, is aiming for at least 1,000 hours of "on demand" totality during its two-year operation. Once their job is done, both satellites will gradually drop lower until they burn up in the atmosphere, likely within five years.
Liftoff was delayed a day by a last-minute issue with the backup propulsion system of one of the satellites, crucial for precision formation flying. The European Space Agency said engineers relied on a computer software fix.

    


___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            Federal Reserve chair Jerome Powell speaks at the DealBook Summit in New York, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Federal Reserve chair Jerome Powell speaks at the DealBook Summit in New York, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            FILE - President-elect Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with the House GOP conference, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (Allison Robbert/Pool via AP, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump campaigned on the promise that his policies would reduce high borrowing costs and lighten the financial burden on American households.
But what if, as many economists expect, interest rates remain elevated, well above their pre-pandemic lows?
Trump could point a finger at the Federal Reserve, and in particular at its chair, Jerome Powell, whom Trump himself nominated to lead the Fed. During his first term, Trump repeatedly and publicly ridiculed the Powell Fed, complaining that it kept interest rates too high. Trump's attacks on the Fed raised widespread concern about political interference in the Fed's policymaking.
On Wednesday, Powell emphasized the importance of the Fed's independence: "That gives us the ability to make decisions for the benefit of all Americans at all times, not for any particular political party or political outcome."

    


Political clashes might be inevitable in the next four years. Trump's proposals to cut taxes and impose steep and widespread tariffs are a recipe for high inflation in an economy operating at close to full capacity. And if inflation were to reaccelerate, the Fed would need to keep interest rates high.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Why is there so much concern that Trump will fight Powell?
Because Powell won't necessarily cut rates as much as Trump will want. And even if Powell reduces the Fed's benchmark rate, Trump's own policies could keep other borrowing costs -- like mortgage rates -- elevated. 
The sharply higher tariffs that Trump has vowed to impose could worsen inflation. And if tax cuts on things like tips and overtime pay -- another Trump promise -- quickened economic growth, that, too, could fan inflationary pressures. The Fed would likely respond by slowing or stopping its rate cuts, thereby thwarting Trump's promises of lower borrowing rates. The central bank might even raise rates if inflation worsened.
"The risk of conflict between the Trump administration and the Fed is very high," Olivier Blanchard, former top economist at the International Monetary Fund, said recently. If the Fed hikes rates, "it will stand in the way of what the Trump administration wants."

    


But isn't the Federal Reserve cutting rates?
Yes, but with the economy sturdier than expected, the Fed's policymakers may cut rates only a few more times -- fewer than had been anticipated just a month or two ago. 
And those rate cuts might not reduce borrowing costs for consumers and businesses very much. The Fed's key short-term rate can influence rates for credit cards, small businesses and some other loans. But it has no direct control over longer-term interest rates. These include the yield on the 10-year Treasury note, which affects mortgage rates. The 10-year Treasury yield is shaped by investors' expectations of future inflation, economic growth and interest rates as well as by supply and demand for Treasuries.
An example occurred this year. The 10-year yield fell in late summer in anticipation of a Fed rate cut. Yet once the first rate cut occurred on Sept. 18, longer term rates didn't fall. Instead, they began to rise again, partly in anticipation of faster economic growth.

    


Trump has also proposed a variety of tax cuts that could swell the deficit. Rates on Treasury securities might then have to rise to attract enough investors to buy the new debt.
"I honestly don't think the Fed has a lot of control over the 10-year rate, which is probably the most important for mortgages," said Kent Smetters, an economist and faculty director at the Penn Wharton Budget Model. "Deficits are going to play a much bigger role in that regard."
OK, so Trump fights with Powell -- so what?
Occasional or rare criticism of the Fed chair isn't necessarily a problem for the economy, so long as the central bank continues to set policy as it sees fit.
But persistent attacks would tend to undermine the Fed's political independence, which is critically important to keeping inflation in check. To fight inflation, a central bank often must take steps that can be highly unpopular, notably by raising interest rates to slow borrowing and spending.
Political leaders have typically wanted central banks to do the opposite: Keep rates low to support the economy and the job market, especially before an election. Research has found that countries with independent central banks generally enjoy lower inflation. 

    


Even if Trump doesn't technically force the Fed to do anything, his persistent criticism could still cause problems. If markets, economists and business leaders no longer think the Fed is operating independently and instead is being pushed around by the president, they'll lose confidence in the Fed's ability to control inflation. 
And once consumers and businesses anticipate higher inflation, they usually act in ways that fuel higher prices -- accelerating their purchases, for example, before prices rise further, or raising their own prices if they expect their expenses to increase. 
"The markets need to feel confident that the Fed is responding to the data, not to political pressure," said Scott Alvarez, a former general counsel at the Fed. 

    


Could Trump just fire Powell? 
He can try, but it would likely lead to a prolonged legal battle that could even end up at the Supreme Court. At a November news conference, Powell made clear that he believes the president doesn't have legal authority to do so. 
Most experts think Powell would prevail in the courts. And from the Trump administration's perspective, such a fight might not be worth it. Powell's term ends in May 2026, when the White House could nominate a new chair. 
It is also likely that the stock market would tumble if Trump attempted such a brazen move. Bond yields would probably rise, too, sending mortgage rates and other borrowing costs up. 
Financial markets might also react negatively if Trump is seen as appointing a loyalist as Fed chair to replace Powell in 2026.
Haven't previous presidents criticized the Fed?
Yes, and in the most egregious cases, it led to stubbornly high inflation. Notably, President Richard Nixon pressured Fed Chair Arthur Burns to reduce interest rates in 1971, as Nixon sought re-election next year, which the Fed did. Economists blame Burns' failure to keep rates sufficiently high for contributing to the entrenched inflation of the 1970s and early 1980s. 
Thomas Drechsel, an economist at the University of Maryland, said that when presidents intrude on the Fed's interest rate decisions, "it increases prices quite consistently and it increases expectations, and ... that worries me because that means inflation might become quite entrenched."
Since the mid-1980s, with the exception of Trump in his first term, presidents have scrupulously refrained from public criticism of the Fed. 
"It's amazing, how little manipulation for partisan ends we have seen of that policymaking apparatus," said Peter Conti-Brown, a professor of financial regulation at the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School. "It really is a triumph of American governance."
Do other countries have independent central banks?
Yes, most advanced economies do. But in some recent cases, as in Turkey and South Africa, governments have sought to dictate interest-rate policy to the central bank. And soaring inflation has typically followed. 

Turkey's president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, for years pressured the country's central bank to cut interest rates even as prices spiked. He even fired three central bankers who had refused to comply. In response, inflation skyrocketed to 72% in 2022, according to official measures.
Last year, Erdogan finally reversed course and allowed the central bank to raise rates.
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            FILE - Mohammad Shouman carries the body of his daughter, Masa, who was killed in an Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, during her funeral in Rafah, southern Gaza, Jan. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians line up for a meal in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Feb. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians grab humanitarian aid from a truck as it crossed into the Gaza Strip in Rafah, Dec. 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Agnes Callamard, Secretary General of Amnesty International, speaks at a press conference in London, April 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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            FILE - A Palestinian woman reacts over the body of a child as she sits by bodies of Palestinians killed by Israeli airstrikes on Jabaliya refugee camp, at the Indonesian hospital, northern Gaza Strip, Nov. 18, 2023. (AP Photo/Ahmed Alarini, File)
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            FILE - Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)
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            FILE - An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians line up for a meal in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Feb. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7

                                    
                                    FILE - Palestinians line up for a meal in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Feb. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            FILE - Palestinians grab humanitarian aid from a truck as it crossed into the Gaza Strip in Rafah, Dec. 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Agnes Callamard, Secretary General of Amnesty International, speaks at a press conference in London, April 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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            FILE - A Palestinian woman reacts over the body of a child as she sits by bodies of Palestinians killed by Israeli airstrikes on Jabaliya refugee camp, at the Indonesian hospital, northern Gaza Strip, Nov. 18, 2023. (AP Photo/Ahmed Alarini, File)
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            FILE - Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)
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            FILE - An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- Amnesty International accused Israel of committing genocide in the Gaza Strip during its war with Hamas, saying it has sought to deliberately destroy Palestinians by mounting deadly attacks, demolishing vital infrastructure and preventing the delivery of food, medicine and other aid.
The human rights group released a report Thursday in the Middle East that said such actions could not be justified by Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack into Israel, which ignited the war, or the presence of militants in civilian areas. Amnesty said the United States and other allies of Israel could be complicit in genocide, and called on them to halt arms shipments.
"Our damning findings must serve as a wake-up call to the international community: this is genocide. It must stop now," Agnes Callamard, Secretary General of Amnesty International, said in the report.

    


Israel, which was founded in the aftermath of the Holocaust, has adamantly rejected genocide allegations against it as an antisemitic "blood libel." It is challenging such allegations at the International Court of Justice, and it has rejected the International Criminal Court's accusations that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his former defense minister committed war crimes in Gaza.




"The deplorable and fanatical organization Amnesty International has once again produced a fabricated report that is entirely false and based on lies," Israel's Foreign Ministry said in a statement. Israel accused Hamas, which has vowed to annihilate Israel, of carrying out a genocidal massacre in the attack that triggered the war, and said it is defending itself in accordance with international law. 
Amnesty International Israel, a local branch of the organization that was not involved in the report, also disputed the allegation of genocide, in a rare public airing of internal dissent at the rights group.

    


Amnesty says Palestinians face a 'slow, calculated death'
Amnesty's report adds an influential voice to a growing list of players that have accused Israel of committing genocide -- which would put it in the company of some of the deadliest conflicts of the past 80 years, including Cambodia, Sudan and Rwanda. 
The accusations have largely come from human rights groups and allies of the Palestinians. But last month, Pope Francis called for an investigation to determine if Israeli actions amounted to genocide, and Saudi Arabia's crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman, who has signaled readiness to establish diplomatic relations with Israel, accused it of committing genocide.
Israel says it is at war with Hamas, not the people of Gaza. And key allies, including the U.S. and Germany, have also pushed back against the genocide allegations. But Amnesty accused Israel of violating the 1951 Genocide Convention through acts it says are intended to bring about the physical destruction of Gaza's Palestinian population by exposing them to "a slow, calculated death."
Amnesty said it analyzed the overall pattern of Israel's conduct in Gaza between Oct. 7, 2023 and early July. It noted that there is no casualty threshold in proving the international crime of genocide, which is defined by the United Nations as acts intended to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious group.

    


To establish intent, Amnesty said it reviewed over 100 statements by Israeli government and military officials and others since the start of the war that "dehumanized Palestinians, called for or justified genocidal acts or other crimes against them."
Israeli officials have previously said that such statements were taken out of context or referred to their stated goal of destroying Hamas, not Palestinian civilians.
Amnesty International Israel said the report had not proved genocidal intent beyond a reasonable doubt. The local branch said there were nevertheless suspicions that Israel had committed "widespread violations of international law" that "may amount to crimes against humanity and ethnic cleansing." 
Amnesty International, which is headquartered in the U.K., did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the dissent from its Israeli branch.

    


Israel says it goes to great lengths to protect civilians and comply with international law -- including ordering civilians to evacuate areas ahead of airstrikes and ground offensives. It also says it has facilitated the deliveries of large quantities of food and humanitarian supplies -- a claim that is disputed by the U.N. and aid organizations working inside Gaza.
On Sunday, a former top Israeli general and defense minister accused the government of ethnic cleansing in northern Gaza, where the army has sealed off the towns of Beit Hanoun and Beit Lahiya and the Jabaliya refugee camp and allowed almost no humanitarian aid to enter.
Amnesty said it found that Israel "deliberately inflicted conditions of life on Palestinians in Gaza intended to lead, over time, to their destruction." Those actions included the destruction of homes, farms, hospitals and water facilities; mass evacuation orders; and the restriction of humanitarian aid and other essential services.

    


It also analyzed 15 airstrikes from the start of the war until April that killed at least 334 civilians, including 141 children, and wounded hundreds of other people. It said it found no evidence that any of the strikes were directed at military objectives.
It said one of the strikes destroyed the Abdelal family home in the southern city of Rafah on April 20, killing three generations of Palestinians, including 16 children, while they were sleeping. An Associated Press investigation identified at least 60 families in which at least 25 members had been killed.
Amnesty has previously angered Israel by joining other major rights groups in accusing it of the international crime of apartheid, saying that for decades it has systematically denied Palestinians basic rights in the territories under its control. Israel has also denied those allegations.
Israel blames civilian deaths on Hamas, lack of aid on UN
Israel says it only targets militants and blames civilian deaths on Hamas because the militants fight in dense, residential areas and have built tunnels and other militant infrastructure near homes, schools and mosques.
It blames the lack of humanitarian aid on United Nations agencies, accusing them of not delivering hundreds of truckloads of aid that have been allowed in. The U.N. says it is often too dangerous to retrieve and deliver the aid. It blames Israel as the occupying power for the breakdown of law and order -- which has enabled armed groups to steal aid convoys -- while also accusing it of heavily restricting movement within the territory. 
The war began when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and taking around 250 hostage, including children and older adults. Some 100 captives are still held inside Gaza, at least a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel's retaliatory military campaign has killed more than 44,500 people, according to Gaza health officials, whose count doesn't distinguish between civilians and fighters, though they say more than half the dead are women and children.
The offensive is among the deadliest and most destructive since World War II, and has destroyed vast areas of the besieged coastal territory. It has displaced some 90% of the population of 2.3 million, often multiple times. Hundreds of thousands of people have crammed into squalid tent camps with little in the way of food, water or toilets. 
Aid groups say the population is at risk of disease and malnutrition, especially as winter sets in. Experts have warned of famine in northern Gaza, which Israel has almost completely sealed off since launching a major military operation there in early October. Hamas militants have repeatedly regrouped there and in other areas, and the group has faced no major internal challenge to its rule.
Amnesty says the US needs to press for an end to the war
The United States, which has provided crucial military aid to Israel and shielded it from international criticism, has repeatedly appealed to Israel to facilitate more aid, with limited results. 

The Biden administration said in May that Israel's use of U.S.-provided weapons in Gaza at times likely violated international humanitarian law but that the evidence was incomplete.
Callamard urged the United States, Germany and other countries supplying arms to Israel to pressure Netanyahu to end the war.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            Sheriff's officials say two children have been wounded in a shooting at a small religious school in Northern California and the gunman is dead.
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            Two children are in "extremely critical condition" after being shot Wednesday at a tiny religious K-8 school in Northern California and the gunman is dead after apparently shooting himself, sheriff's officials said.
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            Police officers stand near a body covered by a tarp outside of Feather River Adventist School after a shooting Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Oroville, Calif. (Michael Weber/The Chico Enterprise-Record via AP)
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            Police officers stand near a body covered by a tarp outside of Feather River Adventist School after a shooting Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Oroville, Calif. (Michael Weber/The Chico Enterprise-Record via AP)
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            Emergency personnel state outside the Feather River Adventist School after a shooting Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Oroville, Calif. (Michael Weber/The Chico Enterprise-Record via AP)
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            Police tape blocks a road outside the Feather River Adventist School after a shooting Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Oroville, Calif. (Michael Weber/The Chico Enterprise-Record via AP)
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            Police tape blocks a road outside the Feather River Adventist School after a shooting Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Oroville, Calif. (Michael Weber/The Chico Enterprise-Record via AP)
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                                        PALERMO, Calif. (AP) -- Two children were in "extremely critical condition" Wednesday after being shot at a tiny religious K-8 school in Northern California and the gunman died at the scene, apparently from a self-inflicted gunshot, police said.
The gunman may have targeted the Feather River School of Seventh-Day Adventists in Palermo because of its religious affiliation, but isn't believed to have had a prior connection to the victims or the school, Butte County Sheriff Kory L. Honea said. He didn't explain further.
"Whether or not this is a hate crime or whether or not it's part of some sort of larger scheme at this point I don't have enough information to provide an answer to that," he said.
The wounded children, boys ages 5 and 6, are kindergarteners at the school and are being treated at a trauma center in the Sacramento area, officials said. 

    


"I am thankful that they're still alive, but they've got a long road ahead of them," Honea said.
The shooting occurred shortly after 1 p.m. at the private Christian school with fewer than three dozen students in Palermo, which has about 5,500 people and is about 65 miles (104 kilometers) north of Sacramento. 




It was the the latest among dozens of school shootings across the U.S. in recent years, including especially deadly ones in Newtown, Connecticut, Parkland, Florida, and Uvalde, Texas. The shootings have set off fervent debates about gun control and frayed the nerves of parents whose children are growing up accustomed to doing active shooter drills in their classrooms. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But school shootings have done little to move the needle on national gun laws. Firearms were the leading cause of death among children in 2020 and 2021, according to KFF, a nonprofit that researches health care issues.
Honea said the gunman was dropped off by an Uber driver who is being interviewed by detectives.
He said the shooter was in a meeting with an administrator about enrolling a child at the school, which he described as "cordial." But it seems that was his first visit to the school and he had no prior connection to the victims. Shortly after that, shots rang out, Honea said. 

    


The gunman's body was found near the slide and other playground equipment on the grounds of the school, which abuts ranchland where cattle graze. A handgun was found nearby, Honea said. 
Honea said they were trying to contact the shooter's family before releasing his name. 
Laurie Trujillo, a spokesperson for the Northern California Conference of Seventh-Day Adventists, said in a statement that they were "deeply saddened by the events that occurred today at our Feather River school." She added that they are grateful to the sheriff's office for acting quickly to protect the students.
The Seventh-Day Adventist Church is a Christian denomination in which members consider the Bible their only creed and believe that the second coming of Christ is near. The Feather River School has been open since 1965, according to its website. 
After the shooting, authorities rushed students initially to a gymnasium where they stayed until a bus arrived to take them off the grounds and to the Oroville Church of the Nazarene to be reunited with their families, Honea said. 

    


Travis Marshall, the senior pastor for the Oroville Church of the Nazarene, called the reunification between parents and their children "very moving."
"Some of the children were incredibly emotional," he said. "One woman was raising her hands up, praising the Lord" when she found her child.
Sixth grader Jocelyn Orlando described what happened to CBS News Sacramento.
"We were going in for lunch recess and basically everybody in my classroom heard shooting and most people were screaming," she said. "We all went into the office, we closed the curtains, locked the doors, basically did what we would do in a school shooting, and then one of the teachers came and we all ran into the gym."
Assemblyman James Gallagher, whose area includes Palermo, said his "heart is breaking for everyone impacted by this tragedy."

"As a community, we'll all be hugging our loved ones closer today as we pray for the victims and try to make sense of something so senseless," he said in a statement. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/butte-county-california-school-shooting-843b6fe4ed0e13b863f696e630dbf0a6



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



What to know about martial law and the effort to impeach South Korea's president

    What to know about martial law and the effort to impeach South Korea's president

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol declared martial law late Tuesday, vowing to eliminate "anti-state" forces as he struggles against an opposition that controls the country's parliament and that he accuses of sympathizing with communist North Korea.
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            People gather to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol to step down in front of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            In this photo provided by South Korea Presidential Office, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks during a press briefing at the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (South Korea Unification Ministry via AP).
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            FILE - Armed South Korean government martial law troops guard captured rebels in Gwangju (Kwangju), South Korea, on May 27, 1980. The rebels were rounded up following the government's recapture by the riot-battered city. (AP Photo/Sadayuki Mikami, File)
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            FILE - Mass students demonstrators demand the lifting of martial law and the resignation of Premier Shin Hyon-Hwack and Korean Central Intelligence chief Lt. Gen. Chun Doo-Hwan, in May 1980. (AP Photo, File)
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            Protesters stage a rally to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol to step down in front of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. The signs read "Punish." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Members of main opposition Democratic Party stage a rally against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            In this photo provided by South Korea Presidential Office, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks during a press briefing at the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (South Korea Unification Ministry via AP).
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            FILE - Armed South Korean government martial law troops guard captured rebels in Gwangju (Kwangju), South Korea, on May 27, 1980. The rebels were rounded up following the government's recapture by the riot-battered city. (AP Photo/Sadayuki Mikami, File)
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            FILE - Mass students demonstrators demand the lifting of martial law and the resignation of Premier Shin Hyon-Hwack and Korean Central Intelligence chief Lt. Gen. Chun Doo-Hwan, in May 1980. (AP Photo, File)
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            Protesters stage a rally to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol to step down in front of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. The signs read "Punish." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- South Korea's President Yoon Suk Yeol is facing possible impeachment for sending heavily armed soldiers into Seoul's streets with a baffling declaration of martial law that reminded many of the country's past military-backed dictatorships.

Lawmakers began the impeachment proceedings against Yoon just hours after parliament unanimously voted to cancel martial law, forcing the president to lift his order about six hours after it began. The vote could come as early as Friday and would need support by two-thirds of the National Assembly to advance to the Constitutional Court, which would decide whether to remove him from office.

Here's what to know about the situation:
What is martial law?



South Korea's constitution gives the president the power to use the military to keep order in "wartime, war-like situations or other comparable national emergency states." Imposing martial law can include things like suspending civil rights such as the freedom of the press and assembly and temporarily limiting the powers of the courts and government agencies. 

The constitution also gives the National Assembly power to lift the declaration with a majority vote. Lawmakers rushed to the building as soon as they heard of Yoon's declaration late Tuesday. Some climbed the walls to evade the military cordon so they could assemble a quorum. Their vote to lift the order was 190-0 including 18 members of Yoon's party.

The impeachment motion alleges Yoon imposed martial law far beyond his legitimate powers and in a situation that did not meet the constitutional standard of a severe crisis. The constitution also doesn't allow a president to use the military to suspend parliament. The motion argues that suspending political party activities and deploying troops to seal the National Assembly amounted to rebellion.
Yoon blamed an 'anti-state' plot but details are vague



In Yoon's announcement late Tuesday, he vowed to eliminate "anti-state" forces he said were plotting rebellion and accused the main opposition parties of supporting the country's rival, North Korea. 

Yoon gave no direct evidence when he raised the specter of North Korea as a destabilizing force. Yoon has long maintained that a hard line against the North is the only way to stop Pyongyang from following through on its nuclear threats against Seoul.

Yoon has struggled to get his agenda through an opposition-dominated parliament while facing corruption scandals involving him and his wife. 
Will Yoon be impeached?



The motion to impeach Yoon can be put to a vote between Friday and Sunday. A new motion can be submitted later if the current one fails or expires. Support from two-thirds of the single-chamber National Assembly, or 200 of its 300 members, would be required for Yoon to be impeached. Opposition parties have 192 seats and the motion may need support from Yoon's conservative People Power Party.

The PPP opposes the motion, but it's unclear if members will vote against it or if the party will boycott, which would change how many votes are needed.

If they impeach him, Yoon would be suspended until the Constitutional Court decides whether to remove him from office. Prime Minister Han Duck-soo, who holds the No. 2 position in the South Korean government, would take over presidential responsibilities.

The Constitutional Court currently has three vacancies due to retirements, and six votes are required to remove the president from office. The Democratic Party is expected to speed up the process of exercising its rights to recommend two of the three new justices.
Yoon has been struggling politically



There were quick claims that the martial law declaration was linked to Yoon's political struggles.

He has had little success in getting his policies adopted by a parliament that has been controlled by the opposition since he took over in 2022.

Conservatives have said the opposition moves are political revenge for investigations into Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung, who is seen as the favorite for the next presidential election in 2027.

Just this month, Yoon denied wrongdoing in an influence-peddling scandal involving him and his wife. The claims have battered his approval ratings and fueled attacks by his rivals.

The scandal centers on claims that Yoon and first lady Kim Keon Hee exerted inappropriate influence on the conservative ruling People Power Party to pick a certain candidate to run for a parliamentary by-election in 2022 at the request of Myung Tae-kyun, an election broker and founder of a polling agency who conducted free opinion surveys for Yoon before he became president.

Yoon has said he did nothing inappropriate.
Martial law has a dark history in South Korea



During the dictatorships that emerged as South Korea rebuilt from the 1950-53 Korean War, leaders occasionally proclaimed martial law that allowed them to station combat soldiers, tanks and armored vehicles on streets or in public places to prevent anti-government demonstrations.

Army Gen. Park Chung-hee led several thousand troops into Seoul in the early hours of May 16, 1961, in the country's first coup. He led South Korea for nearly 20 years and proclaimed martial law several times to stop protests and jail critics before he was assassinated by his spy chief in 1979.

Less than two months after Park's death, Maj. Gen. Chun Doo-hwan led tanks and troops into Seoul in December 1979 in the country's second coup. The next year, he orchestrated a brutal military crackdown on a pro-democracy uprising in the southern city of Gwangju, killing at least 200 people.


In the summer of 1987, massive street protests forced Chun's government to accept direct presidential elections. His army buddy Roh Tae-woo, who had joined Chun's 1979 coup, won the election held later in 1987 thanks largely to divided votes among liberal opposition candidates.

___

AP writers Kim Tong-hyung and Hyung-jin Kim in Seoul, South Korea, contributed to this story.
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                                        NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- Growing up on the semi-arid plains of eastern Kenya, Evans Munzaa had planned his future. He envisioned an information technology job, a wife and two children by age 30.
But the 31-year-old father hasn't had a formal job since completing college 10 years ago, and he doesn't live with his daughter and her mother, citing "meager earnings that cannot sustain a family."
Now Munzaa has taken an interest in the Chinese martial art of kung fu to occupy his time and seeks to become a full-time coach. He hopes the Kenyan government, which allows kung fu groups to train in its facilities, will grant funding to a sport that is gaining popularity among young people.
"I have been forced to find ways to survive and earn a daily wage in the informal sector as a thespian, farmer and doing menial jobs despite my widowed mother sacrificing so much to pay my education," he told The Associated Press while attending a free training at a community hall in Nairobi's Waithaka neighborhood.

    


A growing number of young people in Kenya see kung fu as a path toward future income. It has emerged as an alternative to the more popular martial art of taekwondo that is part of some school programs in Kenya and has seen some Kenyans compete in international competitions.




The growing visibility of Chinese workers in Kenya for major infrastructure projects also has sparked an interest in their culture in a country globally known for its runners.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Coach Kennedy Murimi trains dozens of children and youth in Nairobi's Kawangware neighborhood and has noticed a significant increase in learners. He said the number of people attending his trainings has tripled in recent months to about 60.
"This year there have been more young people joining us. Most of them are saying they've lost their jobs and are trying out kung fu to see if they can become coaches or compete in tournaments and get paid," Murimi said.

    


Kenya has an overall unemployment rate of 12.7%, but the rate among those under 35 is 67% -- part of a wider issue across much of Africa's booming young population.
Ngaruiya Njonge is the president of the Kenya Kung Fu Wushu Federation and was first trained in it 30 years ago after being inspired by Chinese martial arts films.
He conducts training near his home in Kiambu county on the outskirts of Nairobi, where rising levels of alcoholism and crime have raised concerns among local leaders.
According to Elvis Munyasia, one of Njonge's students, kung fu has helped him.
"Without kung fu, I would be an alcoholic right now," he said. "Doing some drugs and a lot of bad things, maybe theft, but since I started it has changed my life and it has given me a purpose in life."
In the last five years, about 4,000 students have received free training sessions through kung fu clubs that Njonge has established in 24 public primary schools across Kiambu county. There is a shortage of coaches for them, he said.
He believes that kung fu teaches discipline, improves health and gives people the skills to defend themselves -- not just physically but also mentally and socially.

    


A student, Aisha Faith, said she has improved her school grades due to the precision and discipline acquired during training.
"Kung fu has transformed me physically, mentally and academically. I used to be a slow learner, but ever since I began practicing kung fu, I've become sharper and faster, which has significantly improved my academic performance," she said. "It has also helped me steer clear of vices and bad influences, as I now spend most of my time focused on training sessions."

For Munzaa, kung fu has also been a lifesaver. He said he once contemplated suicide due to financial constraints, but when he started attending training sessions he gained perseverance skills.
The more he trains, the more "my mind is also training to persevere in life," he said.
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A look at the context behind South Korea's shocking martial law edict
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                    Members of main opposition Democratic Party stage a rally against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- It may seem that the wild scenes in Seoul, with hundreds of armed troops and frantic lawmakers storming South Korea's parliament building after the president suddenly declared martial law, came out of nowhere. 
But the chaotic events, which were still playing out as opposition leaders advanced an impeachment motion and called for President Yoon Suk Yeol's immediate resignation, should be seen in the context of South Korea's recent tumultuous political and social history.
These moments resonate with South Koreans in their daily lives, and as they look to explain Yoon's short-lived declaration of emergency martial law, even if there's still widespread confusion and anger over his decision.
From a doctors' strike, to an opposition leader narrowly avoiding prison amid a raft of court cases, to millions of people filling the streets in protest to drive out an elected leader, here is a look at some of those recent crucial developments:




A nationwide doctors' strike 
For months, it has been health, not politics, that has been a major focus of many South Koreans.
An extended strike by thousands of junior doctors who have refused to see patients or attend surgeries has disrupted operations at hospitals across the country. 
The strife is especially acute in a nation facing a major demographic crisis. South Korea has one of the fastest aging, fastest shrinking populations in the developed world. There is hardly a family that has not struggled with medical care for loved ones.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The strike, which is ongoing, began Feb. 20 in response to a government push to recruit more medical students. 
Yoon's government has taken a hard line, warning that doctors must return to work or face license suspensions and prosecutions. He has said the strike poses "a grave threat to our society."
At issue is the government plan to raise South Korea's annual medical school admission cap by 2,000 from the current 3,058. The enrollment plan is meant to add up to 10,000 doctors by 2035 to cope with the country's fast-aging population. Officials say South Korea has 2.1 physicians per 1,000 people -- far below the average of 3.7 in the developed world.
The striking doctors-in-training predict that doctors in greater competition would overtreat patients, increasing public medical expenses. Some critics say the striking junior doctors simply oppose the government plan because they believe adding more doctors would result in lower incomes.

    


A powerful opposition in turmoil 
Investigations and legal proceedings against major political figures are common in South Korea. Almost all former presidents, or their family members and key associates, have been mired in scandals near the end of their terms or after they left office.
The current opposition leader, Lee Jae-myung, a firebrand liberal who narrowly lost the 2022 election to Yoon, has also been dogged by corruption claims. 
Lee, who was stabbed in an attack and underwent surgery earlier this year, says Yoon's promotion of divisive politics has worsened an already toxic national discourse. 
Last month Lee was convicted of violating election law and sentenced to a suspended prison term for making false statements during a presidential campaign. He faces three other trials over corruption and other criminal charges. 

    


It remains unclear whether the Supreme Court will decide on any of the cases before the next presidential vote in March 2027.
Lee has steadfastly denied wrongdoing. 
It's unclear, of course, how events in coming days will play out, but the martial law declaration could be a boon to Lee, especially if it results in an early exit for Yoon and a presidential by-election.
On Wednesday, he livestreamed himself climbing over a wall near parliament, one of a wave of lawmakers who dodged troops and police to get into the National Assembly.

    


Massive protests drive an elected president out of office
Perhaps the most epochal event in recent South Korean political history -- and the one many people will be thinking of as Yoon faces the consequences of his declaration -- was the downfall of conservative former President Park Geun-hye.
After near-daily protests in 2016 that saw millions take to the streets around the country, Park was the first democratically elected leader to be forced from office since democracy came to South Korea in the late 1980s. 
Park, who was pardoned in late 2021 by her liberal rival and successor, former President Moon Jae-in, was serving a lengthy prison term for bribery and other crimes. 
Park, the daughter of assassinated dictator Park Chung-hee, won election as South Korea's first female president in late 2012 by beating Moon by a million votes. Conservatives celebrated her father as a hero who pulled the country up from postwar poverty despite his suppression of human rights.
She was impeached by lawmakers in late 2016 and was formally removed from office and arrested the following year.

Among the main charges she faced was collusion with her longtime confidante, Choi Soon-sil, to take millions of dollars in bribes and extortion from some of the country's largest business groups, including Samsung, while she was in office.
Park has described herself as a victim of political revenge.
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Memphis police use excessive force and discriminate against Black people, Justice Department finds
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                    FILE - Members of the Memphis Police Department work a crime scene in Memphis, Tenn., Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)
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                                        MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) -- The Memphis Police Department uses excessive force and discriminates against Black people, according to the findings of a U.S. Department of Justice investigation launched after the beating death of Tyre Nichols after a traffic stop in 2023. 
A report released Wednesday marked the conclusion of the investigation that began six months after Nichols was kicked, punched and hit with a police baton as five officers tried to arrest him after he fled a traffic stop.
The report says that "Memphis police officers regularly violate the rights of the people they are sworn to serve." 
"The people of Memphis deserve a police department and city that protects their civil and constitutional rights, garners trust and keeps them safe," Assistant Attorney General Kristen Clarke of the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division said in an emailed statement. 

    


The city said in a letter released earlier Wednesday that it would not agree to negotiate federal oversight of its police department until it could review and challenge results of the investigation. 
City officials had no immediate comment on the report but said they plan to hold a news conference Thursday after Justice Department officials hold their own news conference in Memphis on Thursday morning to address the findings. 




Police video showed officers pepper spraying Nichols and hitting him with a Taser before he ran away from a traffic stop. Five officers chased down Nichols and kicked, punched and hit him with a police baton just steps from his home as he called out for his mother. The video showed the officers milling about, talking and laughing as Nichols struggled with his injuries.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Nichols died on Jan. 10, 2023, three days after the beating. The five officers -- Tadarrius Bean, Demetrius Haley, Emmitt Martin, Desmond Mills Jr. and Justin Smith -- were fired, charged in state court with murder, and indicted by a federal grand jury on civil rights and witness tampering charges.

    


Nichols was Black, as are the former officers. His death led to national protests, raised the volume on calls for police reforms in the U.S., and directed intense scrutiny towards the police department in Memphis, a majority Black city. The Memphis Police Department is more than 50 percent Black, and police chief Cerelyn "CJ" Davis is also Black. 
The report specifically mentions the Nichols case, and it addresses the police department's practice of using traffic stops to address violent crime. The police department has encouraged officers in specialized units, task forces, and on patrol to prioritize street enforcement, and officers and community members have described this approach as "saturation," or flooding neighborhoods with traffic stops, the report said.
"This strategy involves frequent contact with the public and gives wide discretion to officers, which requires close supervision and clear rules to direct officers' activity," the report said. "But MPD does not ensure that officers conduct themselves in a lawful manner."

    


The report said prosecutors and judges told federal investigators that officers do not understand the constitutional limits on their authority. Officers stop and detain people without adequate justification, and they conduct invasive searches of people and cars, the report said. 
"Black people in Memphis disproportionately experience these violations," the report said. "MPD has never assessed its practices for evidence of discrimination. We found that officers treat Black people more harshly than white people who engage in similar conduct." 
The investigation found that Memphis officers resort to force likely to cause pain or injury "almost immediately in response to low-level, nonviolent offenses, even when people are not aggressive."
The report says officers pepper sprayed, kicked and fired a Taser at an unarmed man with a mental illness who tried to take a $2 soda from a gas station. By the end of an encounter outside the gas station, at least nine police cars and 12 officers had responded to the incident, for which the man served two days in jail for theft and disorderly conduct.

    


In a letter to the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division released earlier Wednesday, Memphis City Attorney Tannera George Gibson said the city had received a request from the DOJ to enter into an agreement that would require it to "negotiate a consent decree aimed at institutional police and emergency services."
A consent decree is an agreement requiring reforms that are overseen by an independent monitor and are approved by a federal judge. The federal oversight can continue for years, and violations could result in fines paid by the city. 
It remains to be seen what will happen to attempts to reach such agreements between cities and the Justice Department once President-elect Donald Trump returns to office and installs new department leadership. The Justice Department under the first Trump administration curtailed the use of consent decrees, and the Republican president-elect is expected to again radically reshape the department's priorities around civil rights.

    


"Until the City has had the opportunity to review, analyze, and challenge the specific allegations that support your forthcoming findings report, the City cannot -- and will not -- agree to work toward or enter into a consent decree that will likely be in place for years to come and will cost the residents of Memphis hundreds of millions of dollars," the letter said.
The officers in the Nichols case were part of a crime suppression team called the Scorpion Unit, which was disbanded after Nichols' death. The team targeted drugs, illegal guns and violent offenders, with the goal of amassing arrest numbers, while sometimes using force against unarmed people.
Memphis police never adopted policies and procedures to direct the unit, despite alarms that it was minimally supervised, according to the Justice Department report. Some prosecutors told department investigators that there were some "outrageous" inconsistences between body camera footage and arrest reports, and if the cases went to trial, they would be "laughed out of court." The report found that the unit's misconduct led to dozens of criminal cases being dismissed.
In court proceedings dealing with Nichols' death, Martin and Mills pleaded guilty to the federal charges under deals with prosecutors. The other three officers were convicted in early October of witness tampering related to the cover-up of the beating. Bean and Smith were acquitted of civil rights charges of using excessive force and being indifferent to Nichols' serious injuries.
Haley was acquitted of violating Nichols' civil rights causing death, but he was convicted of two lesser charges of violating his civil rights causing bodily injury. The five men face sentencing by a federal judge in the coming months.
Martin and Mills also are expected to change their not guilty pleas in state court, according to lawyers involved in the case. Bean, Haley and Smith have also pleaded not guilty to state charges of second-degree murder. A trial in the state case has been set for April 28. 
Justice Department investigators have targeted other cities with similar probes in recent years, including Minneapolis after the killing of George Floyd, and Louisville, Kentucky, following an investigation prompted by the fatal police shooting of Breonna Taylor.

In its letter, the city of Memphis said the DOJ's investigation "only took 17 months to complete, compared to an average of 2-3 years in almost every other instance, implying a rush to judgment."
___
Mattise reported from Nashville, Tennessee, and Durkin Richer reported from Washington.
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Police hunt for UnitedHealthcare CEO's masked killer after 'brazen, targeted' attack on NYC street
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            UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson was killed Wednesday morning in what investigators suspect was a targeted shooting outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference. (AP video: Ted Shaffrey)
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            This still image from surveillance video obtained by the Associated Press shows the suspect, left, sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, center, outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Members of the New York police crime scene unit pick up cups marking the spots where bullets lie as they investigate the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            This undated photo provided by UnitedHealth Group shows UnitedHealthcare chief executive officer Brian Thompson. (AP Photo/UnitedHealth Group via AP)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            Bullets lie on the sidewalk at the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            A New York police officer stands on 54th Street outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            This combination of images provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            New York City Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch, leaves a news conference at police headquarters, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, concerning the shooting death of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a New York hotel. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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            A New York police officer stands outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            A reward poster hangs on a light pole outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot ,Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            Members of the New York police crime scene unit investigate bullets lying on the sidewalk at the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            The UnitedHealthcare headquarters in Minnetonka, Minn., lowered its flags to half-staff on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in honor of CEO Brian Thompson, who was fatally shot outside a hotel in New York. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            This still image from surveillance video obtained by the Associated Press shows the suspect, left, sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, center, outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Members of the New York police crime scene unit pick up cups marking the spots where bullets lie as they investigate the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            This undated photo provided by UnitedHealth Group shows UnitedHealthcare chief executive officer Brian Thompson. (AP Photo/UnitedHealth Group via AP)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            Bullets lie on the sidewalk at the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            This combination of images provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            New York City Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch, leaves a news conference at police headquarters, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, concerning the shooting death of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a New York hotel. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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            A reward poster hangs on a light pole outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot ,Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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    Live Updates: Follow the latest updates on the shooting death of UnitedHealthcare's CEO. 



    


NEW YORK (AP) -- A gunman killed UnitedHealthcare's CEO on Wednesday in a "brazen, targeted attack" outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding its investor conference, police said, setting off a massive search for the fleeing assailant hours before the annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting nearby.
Brian Thompson, 50, was shot around 6:45 a.m. as he walked alone to the New York Hilton Midtown from a nearby hotel, police said. The shooter appeared to be "lying in wait for several minutes" before approaching Thompson from behind and opening fire, New York City Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch said. Police had not yet established a motive.
"Many people passed the suspect, but he appeared to wait for his intended target," Tisch said, adding that the shooting "does not appear to be a random act of violence."

    


Surveillance video reviewed by investigators shows someone emerging from behind a parked car, pointing a gun at Thompson's back, then firing multiple times from several feet away. The gunman continues firing, interrupted by a brief gun jam, as Thompson stumbles forward and falls to the sidewalk. He then walks past Thompson and out of the frame.

    
    What to know

	What happened? UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson died in a dawn ambush Wednesday as he walked to the company's annual investor conference in New York.
	Who was Brian Thompson? He was the chief executive of UnitedHealthcare and kept a relatively low profile.
	Who was the shooter? Officials say the shooter, who is still at large, appeared to be a man who was wearing a black face mask and black and white sneakers.



    


"From watching the video, it does seem that he's proficient in the use of firearms as he was able to clear the malfunctions pretty quickly," NYPD Chief of Detectives Joseph Kenny said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Thompson was shot at least once in the back and once in the calf, Tisch said. 
The shooter, who wore a jacket, face mask and large backpack, fled through Midtown on foot before pedaling an electric bike into Central Park a few blocks away, police said. The assailant remained at large Wednesday afternoon, sparking a search that included police drones, helicopters and dogs.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Brian was a highly respected colleague and friend to all who worked with him," the insurer's Minnetonka, Minnesota-based parent company, UnitedHealth Group Inc., said in a statement. "We are working closely with the New York Police Department and ask for your patience and understanding during this difficult time."

    


Police issued a poster showing a surveillance image of the man pointing what appeared to be a gun and another image that appeared to show the same person on a bicycle. Minutes before the shooting, he stopped at a nearby Starbucks, according to additional surveillance photos released by police on Wednesday afternoon. They offered a reward of up to $10,000 for information leading to an arrest and conviction.
Thompson's wife, Paulette Thompson, told NBC News that he told her "there were some people that had been threatening him." She didn't have details but suggested the threats may have involved issues with insurance coverage.
Eric Werner, the police chief in the Minneapolis suburb where Thompson lived, said his department had not received any reports of threats against the executive.
The killing shook a part of New York City that is normally quiet at that hour, happening about four blocks from where tens of thousands of people were set to gather for Wednesday night's tree lighting. Police promised extra security for the event. 

    


The hotel is also a short walk from other tourist sites, including the Museum of Modern Art and Radio City Music Hall, and is often dense with office workers and visitors on weekday mornings. Many security cameras are nearby.
"We're encouraging New Yorkers to go about their daily lives and their daily business but to be alert," NYPD Chief of Department Jeffrey Maddrey said.
Investigators recovered several 9 mm shell casings from outside the hotel and a cellphone from the alleyway through which the shooter fled. They were also searching Thompson's hotel room, interviewing his UnitedHealthcare colleagues and reviewing his social media, Kenny said.
Police initially said the shooter rode into Central Park on a bicycle from the city's bike-share program, CitiBike. But a spokesperson for the program's operator, Lyft, said police officials informed the company Wednesday afternoon that the bike was not from the CitiBike fleet.

    


Health care giant UnitedHealth Group was holding its annual meeting with investors to update Wall Street on the company's direction and expectations for the coming year. The company ended the conference early in the wake of Thompson's death.
"I'm afraid that we -- some of you may know we're dealing with a very serious medical situation with one of our team members," a company official told attendees, according to a transcript. "And as a result, I'm afraid we're going to have to bring to a close the event today. ... I'm sure you'll understand."
Thompson, a father of two sons, had been with the company since 2004 and served as CEO for more than three years.
UnitedHealthcare is the largest provider of Medicare Advantage plans in the U.S. and manages health insurance coverage for employers and state-and federally funded Medicaid programs.

    


Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz posted on the social platform X that the state is "sending our prayers to Brian's family and the UnitedHealthcare team."
"This is horrifying news and a terrible loss for the business and health care community in Minnesota," the Democrat wrote. 




___

Associated Press writers Tom Murphy in Indianapolis, Steve Karnowski in St. Paul, Minnesota, and Anthony Izaguirre in Albany, New York, contributed to this story.
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What's next: South Korean leader's martial law declaration threatens his political career

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Yoon Suk Yeol's stunning martial law declaration lasted just hours, but experts say it raised serious questions about his ability to govern for the remaining 2 1/2 years of his term and whether he will abide by democratic principles.
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- President Yoon Suk Yeol's stunning martial law declaration lasted just hours, but experts say it raised serious questions about his ability to govern for the remaining 2 1/2 years of his term and whether he will abide by democratic principles.
Parliament unanimously overturned the edict, and opposition parties have begun proceedings to impeach him. One analyst called his action "political suicide."
Yoon's political fate may depend on whether a large number of people in coming days take to the streets to push for his ouster.
Here's a look at the political firestorm caused by the martial law declaration, the first of its kind in South Korea in more than 40 years.




Why did Yoon impose martial law? 
Yoon's declaration of emergency martial law on Tuesday night was accompanied by a pledge to eliminate "shameless North Korea followers and anti-state forces at a single stroke." He vowed to protect the country from "falling into the depths of national ruin." Yoon, a conservative, cited repeated attempts by his liberal rivals in control of parliament to impeach his top officials and curtail key parts of his budget bill for next year.
South Korea's constitution allows a president to impose military rule during "wartime, war-like situations or other comparable national emergency states." But a president can't maintain martial law if parliament opposes it with a majority vote. 
That's what happened Wednesday. And it's why Yoon's move has baffled many experts. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Yoon's political fighting with the main opposition Democratic Party is not seen as an emergency requiring military intervention. Experts question why Yoon pushed ahead with the declaration even though the parliament would certainly vote it down.
"Conservatives and even moderates would agree with Yoon's criticism and his assessment of progressive lawmakers, but his choice of methods in the 21st century is being seen as the wrong move, miscalculation, and even political suicide," said Duyeon Kim, a senior analyst at the Center for a New American Security in Washington.

    


Yoon's decree resulted in the military deploying troops with assault rifles and police officers to the National Assembly to block its entrance. Even so, 190 of the parliament's 300 members managed to enter and unanimously vote down Yoon's martial law edict early Wednesday. Yoon then lifted martial law without any resistance.
The sequence of events suggests that his declaration wasn't carefully or thoroughly planned.
"His advisers should have tried to dissuade him not to do it, and they likely did so. But I think that didn't work, and Yoon just pressed ahead with his plan," said Hong Sung Gul, a public administration professor at Seoul's Kookmin University. "That shows he isn't capable of governing this country."

    


What political fate awaits Yoon? 
The Democratic Party, which has a majority in parliament, demanded Wednesday that Yoon resign. Together with small opposition parties, it submitted a joint motion on Yoon's impeachment and said they aim for a floor vote as early as Friday.
Yoon hasn't commented on the impeachment bid and hasn't appeared in public since he announced he was lifting martial law. On Thursday, Yoon's office said he replaced his defense minister, who allegedly recommended him impose martial law. 
The opposition parties together hold 192 seats, eight short of the two-thirds needed to impeach Yoon. Eighteen legislators from the ruling People Power Party voted to reject his martial law decree, and PPP leader Han Dong-hun called his declaration "unconstitutional." But Han said Thursday his party decided to oppose the passage of Yoon's impeachment motion to prevent "prevent damage to citizens and supporters caused by unprepared chaos."
"Both his own ruling party and the opposition party want to hold him accountable. For the first time, in a highly polarized country, both sides of the aisle agree that Yoon's choice in declaring martial law was the wrong move," Duyeon Kim, the analyst, said. "It sounds like his own party is opposed to impeachment but still deliberating whether to ask Yoon to leave the party."

    


South Korean conservatives harbor traumatic memories of the 2016 impeachment of then-President Park Geun-hye, followed by her ouster and arrest the following year. 
Yoon's martial law declaration may have killed his chances of fully completing his term through May 2027, said Park Sung-min, head of Seoul-based MIN Consulting, a political consulting firm. 
His early exit would brighten the presidential prospects for Democratic Party chief Lee Jae-myung, who faces trials for corruption and other charges that have threatened to derail his career. Surveys show Lee, who narrowly lost the 2022 election to Yoon, is the favorite to become the next president. 
If Yoon is impeached, the Constitutional Court would rule on whether to remove him from office. 

    


How does the martial law decree affect foreign policy and the economy? 
The South Korean developments may be troubling for Washington and Tokyo as they try to expand their three-way security cooperation.
"In these crucial times, especially with Donald Trump returning to office and the variety of difficult geopolitical challenges facing the region at the moment, political instability in South Korea is something that neither the United States nor Japan would want," said Park Won Gon, a professor at Seoul's Ewha Womans University in Seoul.
The White House said the U.S. was "seriously concerned" by the events in Seoul. A spokesperson for the National Security Council said President Joe Biden's administration was not notified in advance of the martial law announcement. Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba said that Tokyo is watching the development with "exceptional and serious interest."
North Korea hasn't commented. Leif-Eric Easley, professor of international studies at Ewha Womans University, said that North Korea will probably take a wait-and-see approach. 
The political instability unleashed by Yoon could also make it more difficult for his government to nurse a decaying economy. South Korea's currency, the won, dipped to a two-year low against the U.S. dollar but had recovered by early Wednesday, while the benchmark Kospi stock index was trading 1.8% lower.

"There's a growing sentiment that the president himself has become the greatest risk to the Republic of Korea and that things cannot continue as they are," Park said. 
___
Associated Press writer Mari Yamaguchi in Tokyo contributed to this report.
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Peter Navarro served prison time related to Jan. 6. Now Trump is bringing him back as an adviser
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            FILE - Peter Navarro speaks during the Republican National Convention, July 17, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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            FILE - Peter Navarro speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a faith event at the Concord Convention Center, Oct. 21, 2024, in Concord, N.C. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - Peter Navarro raises his fist while speaking during the Republican National Convention, July 17, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            FILE - Commander Jared Isaacman speaks at a news conference after arriving at the Kennedy Space Center for an upcoming private human spaceflight mission in Cape Canaveral, Fla., Aug. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)
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            FILE - Adam Boehler, CEO of U.S. International Development Finance Corporation, speaks in the Rose Garden of the White House, April 14, 2020, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former White House adviser Peter Navarro, who served prison time related to the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol, will return to serve in Donald Trump's second administration, the president-elect announced Wednesday.
Navarro, a trade adviser during Trump's first term, will be a senior counselor for trade and manufacturing, Trump said on Truth Social. The position, Trump wrote, "leverages Peter's broad range of White House experience, while harnessing his extensive Policy analytic and Media skills."
The appointment was only the first in a flurry of announcements that Trump made on Wednesday as his presidential transition faced controversy over Pete Hegseth, Trump's choice for Pentagon chief. Hegseth faces allegations of sexual misconduct, excessive drinking and financial mismanagement, and Trump has considered replacing him with another potential nominee. 

    


As he works to fill out his team, Trump said he wanted Paul Atkins, a financial industry veteran and an advocate for cryptocurrency, to serve as the next chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission. He wrote on Truth Social that Atkins "recognizes that digital assets & other innovations are crucial to Making America Greater than Ever Before."




Trump also said he was changing course on his choice for White House counsel. He said his original pick, William McGinley, will work with the Department of Government Efficiency, which will be run by Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy with the goal of cutting federal spending. Now David Warrington, who has worked as Trump's personal lawyer and a lawyer for his campaign, will serve as White House counsel. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In addition, Trump announced the selections of former Rep. Billy Long of Missouri as IRS commissioner; the CEO of financial technology company Fiserv, Frank Bisignano, as Social Security Administration commissioner; former Sen. Kelly Loeffler of Georgia to lead the Small Business Administration; Daniel Driscoll, an Army veteran who was a senior adviser to Vice President-elect JD Vance, as Army secretary; Jared Isaacman, a tech billionaire who conducted the first private spacewalk on Elon Musk's SpaceX rocket, as NASA administrator; and Adam Boehler, a lead negotiator on the Abraham Accords team, as special presidential envoy for hostage affairs.

    


Navarro was held in contempt of Congress for defying a subpoena from the House committee that investigated Jan. 6. Sentenced to four months in prison, he described his conviction as the "partisan weaponization of the judicial system."
Hours after his release in July, Navarro spoke on stage at the Republican National Convention, where he told the crowd that "I went to prison so you won't have to."
Navarro, 75, has been a longtime critic of trade arrangements with China. After earning an economics doctorate from Harvard University, he worked as an economics and public policy professor at the University of California, Irvine. He ran for mayor of San Diego in 1992 and lost, only to launch other unsuccessful campaign efforts, including a 1996 race for Congress as a Democrat.

    


During Trump's initial term, Navarro pushed aggressively for tariffs while playing down the risks of triggering a broader trade war. He also focused on counterfeited imports and even helped assemble an infrastructure plan for Trump that never came to fruition.
Navarro often used fiery language that upset U.S. allies. In 2018, after a dispute between Trump and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Navarro said "there's a special place in hell for any foreign leader that engages in bad faith diplomacy with President Donald J. Trump and then tries to stab him in the back on the way out the door."
Canadians were outraged, and Navarro later apologized.
Issacman has reserved two more flights with SpaceX, including as the commander of the first crew that will ride SpaceX's mega rocket Starship, still in test flights out of Texas. He said he was honored to be nominated.
"Having been fortunate to see our amazing planet from space, I am passionate about America leading the most incredible adventure in human history," he said via X.

    


Trump kept rolling out positions on Wednesday afternoon. He announced Gail Slater as assistant attorney general for the Justice Department's antitrust division. Trump wrote on Truth Social that "Big Tech has run wild for years, stifling competition in our most innovative sector."
Slater worked for Trump's National Economic Council during his first term, and she's been an adviser to Vance. 
Trump also said Michael Faulkender would serve as deputy treasury secretary. A professor at the University of Maryland's Smith School of Business, Faulkender was the Treasury Department's assistant secretary for economic policy during Trump's initial term. He has also been the chief economist at the America First Policy Institute, a think tank formed to further the Trump movement's policy agenda.
Outside the White House, Trump said that he had asked Michael Whatley to remain on as chair of the Republican National Committee. Whatley ran the committee during the election along with Lara Trump, the wife of Trump's son Eric. 

    


___

AP Aerospace Writer Marcia Dunn in Cape Canaveral, Fla., Associated Press writer Josh Boak in Washington and Associated Press writer Rob Gillies in Toronto contributed to this report. 
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Middle East latest: An Israeli strike on a Gaza tent camp kills at least 21 people

    Middle East latest: An Israeli strike on a Gaza tent camp kills at least 21 people

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 15 | 
            Blood-stained belongings and burned down shelters were all that was left behind in the aftermath of Israeli airstrikes Wednesday that tore through the Muwasi tent camp for displaced Palestinians in Khan Younis. The latest Israeli assault on the tent city that Israel designated as a safe humanitarian zone killed at least 21 people, according to the head of a nearby hospital. (AP Video shot by Abed Al-Kareem Hana and Mohammad Jahjouh; Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            A wounded Palestinian child is carried on a stretcher at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, following an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians carry the body of victim of an overnight Israeli strike, outside a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian man carries a wounded child, following an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, as they arrive at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            This undated photo provided by the Hostages Families Forum Headquarters shows the late Itay Svirsky who was taken hostage alive in the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attack. Israel's Shin Bet domestic security agency said Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, that Israeli forces recovered the body of Svirsky in Gaza. Israel believes that he was killed while in captivity by his captors who held on to his body.(Hostages Families Forum Headquarters via AP)
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            A Palestinian walks past a destroyed building following an overnight Israeli strike in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian inspects the rubble of a destroyed building following an overnight Israeli strike in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Yemeni graduates of fighting courses organised by Houthi group, burn Israeli British and American flags in support of Gaza during a parade, in Sanaa, Yemen, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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            Israeli troops detain the director of the Turkish hospital doctor Mohammad Samara for interrogation before releasing him, while searching for the bodies of militants in a Palestinian hospital in the West Bank city of Tubas, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024 (AP Photo/Majdi Muhammad).
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            Parts of the southern Lebanese town of Kfar Kila are seen flattened by bombardments from Metula, Israel's northernmost town, on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            CORRECTS NAME OF LEBANESE VILLAGE .- Backdropped by the southern Lebanese village of El Adeise, houses damaged by Hezbollah rockets attacks are seen in Metula, Israel's northernmost town, Wednesday Dec. 4, 2024. 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Shaked Malka, center, and her partner Yair Amar collect items from their home in Metula, Israel's northernmost town, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. Most residents of Israeli settlements and towns near the border with Lebanon have evacuated due to rocket attacks from Hezbollah in recent months.(AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Mohammed Hanani looks at his burnt car following a settler attack that damaged vehicles and houses in the village of Beit Furik, in the occupied West Bank city of Nablus, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A burnt house following a settler attack that damaged vehicles and houses in the village of Beit Furik, in the occupied West Bank city of Nablus, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Palestinians mourn over the body of victim of an overnight Israeli strike, during a funeral in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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        Middle East latest: An Israeli strike on a Gaza tent camp kills at least 21 people
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                                    Blood-stained belongings and burned down shelters were all that was left behind in the aftermath of Israeli airstrikes Wednesday that tore through the Muwasi tent camp for displaced Palestinians in Khan Younis. The latest Israeli assault on the tent city that Israel designated as a safe humanitarian zone killed at least 21 people, according to the head of a nearby hospital. (AP Video shot by Abed Al-Kareem Hana and Mohammad Jahjouh; Production by Wafaa Shurafa)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 15 | 
            A wounded Palestinian child is carried on a stretcher at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, following an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians carry the body of victim of an overnight Israeli strike, outside a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian man carries a wounded child, following an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, as they arrive at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            This undated photo provided by the Hostages Families Forum Headquarters shows the late Itay Svirsky who was taken hostage alive in the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attack. Israel's Shin Bet domestic security agency said Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, that Israeli forces recovered the body of Svirsky in Gaza. Israel believes that he was killed while in captivity by his captors who held on to his body.(Hostages Families Forum Headquarters via AP)
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            A Palestinian walks past a destroyed building following an overnight Israeli strike in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian inspects the rubble of a destroyed building following an overnight Israeli strike in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Yemeni graduates of fighting courses organised by Houthi group, burn Israeli British and American flags in support of Gaza during a parade, in Sanaa, Yemen, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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            Israeli troops detain the director of the Turkish hospital doctor Mohammad Samara for interrogation before releasing him, while searching for the bodies of militants in a Palestinian hospital in the West Bank city of Tubas, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024 (AP Photo/Majdi Muhammad).
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            Parts of the southern Lebanese town of Kfar Kila are seen flattened by bombardments from Metula, Israel's northernmost town, on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            CORRECTS NAME OF LEBANESE VILLAGE .- Backdropped by the southern Lebanese village of El Adeise, houses damaged by Hezbollah rockets attacks are seen in Metula, Israel's northernmost town, Wednesday Dec. 4, 2024. 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Shaked Malka, center, and her partner Yair Amar collect items from their home in Metula, Israel's northernmost town, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. Most residents of Israeli settlements and towns near the border with Lebanon have evacuated due to rocket attacks from Hezbollah in recent months.(AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Mohammed Hanani looks at his burnt car following a settler attack that damaged vehicles and houses in the village of Beit Furik, in the occupied West Bank city of Nablus, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 15

                                    
                                    Mohammed Hanani looks at his burnt car following a settler attack that damaged vehicles and houses in the village of Beit Furik, in the occupied West Bank city of Nablus, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 15 | 
            A burnt house following a settler attack that damaged vehicles and houses in the village of Beit Furik, in the occupied West Bank city of Nablus, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Palestinians mourn over the body of victim of an overnight Israeli strike, during a funeral in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 15

                                    
                                    Palestinians mourn over the body of victim of an overnight Israeli strike, during a funeral in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        An Israeli strike on a tent camp housing displaced people in southern Gaza killed at least 21 people and wounded 28 on Wednesday, said the director of Nasser Hospital, Atif al-Hout, in the nearby city of Khan Younis. The Israeli military said its aircraft struck senior Hamas militants "involved in terrorist activities" in the area.
At least 15 bodies arrived at the hospital, but reaching a precise number of dead was difficult because many were dismembered, some without heads or badly burned. The strike hit in the Muwasi area, a sprawling coastal camp housing hundreds of thousands of displaced people. Earlier strikes elsewhere in Gaza killed eight people, including four children, health officials said.
Israel's war against Hamas has destroyed vast areas of Gaza and displaced 90% of the population of 2.3 million, often multiple times.

    


The war began when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and taking around 250 people hostage.
Israel's blistering retaliatory offensive has killed at least 44,500 Palestinians, more than half of them women and children, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not say how many of the dead were combatants. Israel says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.
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Amnesty International accused Israel of committing genocide in the Gaza Strip
CAIRO - Amnesty International accused Israel of committing genocide in the Gaza Strip during its war with Hamas, saying it has sought to deliberately destroy Palestinians by mounting deadly attacks, demolishing vital infrastructure and preventing the delivery of food, medicine and other aid.
The human rights group released a report Thursday in the Middle East that said such actions could not be justified by Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack into Israel, which ignited the war, or the presence of militants in civilian areas. Amnesty said the United States and other allies of Israel could be complicit in genocide, and called on them to halt arms shipments.

    


"Our damning findings must serve as a wake-up call to the international community: this is genocide. It must stop now," Agnes Callamard, Secretary General of Amnesty International, said in the report.
Israel, which was founded in the aftermath of the Holocaust, has adamantly rejected genocide allegations against it as an antisemitic "blood libel." It is challenging such allegations at the International Court of Justice, and it has rejected the International Criminal Court's accusations that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his former defense minister committed war crimes in Gaza.
"The deplorable and fanatical organization Amnesty International has once again produced a fabricated report that is entirely false and based on lies," Israel's Foreign Ministry said in a statement. Israel accused Hamas, which has vowed to annihilate Israel, of carrying out a genocidal massacre in the attack that triggered the war, and said it is defending itself in accordance with international law. 

    


Israeli military bombs southern Lebanon as ceasefire with Hezbollah holds
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military said Wednesday it struck a launcher in southern Lebanon, which it said was in violation of the ceasefire it agreed to with the militant group Hezbollah.
Israel has struck Lebanon repeatedly in the week since the ceasefire began, saying it reserves the right under the U.S.- and France-brokered deal to strike what it views as violations by Hezbollah.
Hezbollah struck a disputed border territory held by Israel earlier this week, in what it said was a warning over the Israeli strikes.
U.S. State Department deputy spokesman Vedant Patel, speaking to reporters in Washington on Tuesday about the Lebanon ceasefire, said it was "largely holding in place." He would not speak to individual allegations of violations.
The ceasefire is meant to end nearly 14 months of cross-border fighting between Israel and Hezbollah that began when the militant group began firing at Israel in solidarity with Hamas and the war in Gaza.

    


Israeli strike on a Gaza tent camp kills at least 21 people, hospital says
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- A Palestinian health official said Wednesday that at least 21 people were killed by an Israeli strike on a camp housing displaced people in Gaza. Atif Al-Hout, the director of Nasser Hospital in the southern city of Khan Younis, said at least 28 people were wounded in the strike.
The Israeli military said its aircraft struck senior Hamas militants "involved in terrorist activities" in the area. The military said that the strike had set off secondary explosions, indicating explosives present in the area were set off. It was not possible to independently confirm the Israeli claims, and the strike could also have ignited fuel, cooking gas canisters or other materials in the camp.
At least 15 bodies arrived at the hospital, but reaching a precise number was difficult because many of the dead were dismembered, some without heads or badly burned.
The strike hit in the Muwasi area, a sprawling coastal camp housing hundreds of thousands of displaced people near the southern city of Khan Younis. It came after Israeli forces struck targets in other areas of the Palestinian enclave. Earlier strikes on central Gaza killed eight people, including four children.

    


Israel's war in Gaza began when Hamas-led militants attacked southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 people. Some 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, at least a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel's offensive has killed over 44,500 Palestinians in Gaza, mostly women and children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not say how many were combatants. The Israeli military says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.
Israel says it tries to avoid harming civilians and blames Hamas for their deaths because the militants often operate in residential areas and are known to position tunnels, rocket launchers and other infrastructure near homes, schools and mosques.
Body of an Israeli hostage is recovered from Gaza
JERUSALEM -- Israel's Shin Bet domestic security agency said Wednesday that Israeli forces recovered the body of a hostage held in Gaza.
Itay Svirsky was captured alive from southern Israel during Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023 attack. Israel believes that he was killed while in captivity by his captors who held on to his body.
The Shin Bet did not disclose details of the mission to recover Svirsky's body.
During its attack, Hamas killed 1,200 people and kidnapped 250. Israel believes roughly 100 remain in Gaza, about a third of whom are dead.
Israeli military admits soldiers entered a West Bank hospital during a raid, after initially denying the claim
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military said Wednesday that soldiers had entered a West Bank hospital the previous day during a raid in search of militants, after initially denying the claim.
The military said several soldiers entered the hospital's entrance hall, suspecting that an armed militant was inside.
On Tuesday, a Palestinian doctor working at the hospital in the town of Tubas said Israeli soldiers opened fire inside, a claim the military did not address in its statement Wednesday. The military had said its troops were operating around the hospital searching for alleged militants struck in an earlier airstrike but had denied the troops had entered.
The doctor, Mahmoud Ghanam, said the troops had left after learning that a wounded man had been transferred to another hospital.
Israeli raids on hospitals in the occupied West Bank are rare but have grown more common since the start of the Israel-Hamas war.
Violence in the occupied West Bank has surged since the war in Gaza began. The Palestinian Health Ministry says Israeli forces have killed about 800 people in the West Bank during that time. Israel says many of the Palestinians killed have been militants. But stone-throwing youths protesting Israeli raids and others not involved in confrontations have also been killed.
Palestinian families describe being forcibly displaced from northern Gaza by Israeli military offensive
BEIR LAHIYA, Gaza Strip -- Dozens of Palestinian families in northern Gaza said Wednesday they were forcibly displaced when Israel's military expelled them from schools they were using as makeshift shelters.
The fleeing civilians said Israel was expanding its major offensive in the north, the most heavily destroyed and isolated part of the Gaza Strip, which Israeli forces have almost completely besieged since early October. Experts say famine may be underway there.
Associated Press footage showed dozens of displaced families on the road leaving Beit Lahia -- some on foot while others used motorized rickshaws, bicycles or donkey carts to carry kids, older adults and their remaining belongings.
Sadeia al-Rahel said Wednesday she was staying in a school in the town of Beit Lahiya when Israel's military dropped leaflets ordering everyone to evacuate. 
"This morning a quadcopter (drone) detonated four bombs at the school. There were people injured, human remains, we left with nothing," she said. "They forcibly displaced us."
The 57-year-old said her family has been eating grass, leaves, and animal feed for two months due to the lack of food aid in the north. "But no one cares" she added. Al-Rahel said her family didn't even take blankets with them as they left.
Meanwhile, 20-year-old Hafez Warshal stayed in Beit Lahia with his family for 13 months before evacuating the school where he was sheltering. He said he had no idea where he would go next.
"We'll stay wherever we find a place," he said.
Israel's war against Hamas has killed over 44,500 Palestinians in Gaza, mostly women and children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not say how many were combatants. The Israeli military says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.
The International Criminal Court is seeking to arrest Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his former defense minister over accusations of using "starvation as a method of warfare" by restricting humanitarian aid into Gaza. Israel rejects the allegations and says it has been working hard to improve the entry of aid.
Israel says six hostages in Gaza were likely shot by captors after an airstrike nearby
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military said Wednesday that an investigation into the deaths of six hostages whose bodies were recovered from Gaza earlier this year determined that they were likely shot and killed by their captors in an underground tunnel after an Israeli strike hit nearby.
The military recovered the bodies of the six hostages - all men, including three in their 70s and one in his 80s -- from the southern city of Khan Younis in August. The investigation said the strike in question was one targeting Hamas commanders in February. 
"Due to the extended time that had passed, it was not possible to determine with complete certainty the precise cause of death of the hostages or the exact timing of the gunfire," the military statement said.
An Israeli military official said the results were based on a "forensic examination" carried out after the bodies were recovered. He spoke on condition of anonymity because he wasn't authorized to discuss the findings with the media, and did not not provide details on the examination.
The military said it had no intelligence indicating that hostages were held in the area and would not have struck had it known. The military said that while troops followed all the necessary approvals for conducting the strike, it has added additional approvals to its protocols for certain strikes in response to the hostages' deaths.
The war in Gaza was sparked when Hamas launched its Oct. 7, 2023 attacks on southern Israel, where militants killed 1,200 people and kidnapped 250. About 100 hostages remain in Gaza, with roughly a third said to be dead, according to Israeli authorities.
Israel has made destroying Hamas' military and governing capabilities, as well as freeing the hostages, the goals for its war in Gaza. But critics say those goals are in conflict, with the lives of hostages in danger the longer Israeli fights in Gaza.
-- By Tia Goldenberg
Photographer for German news agency killed in an attack in Syria
BERLIN -- A Syrian photographer working for the German news agency dpa was killed by a fighter jet attack near the Syrian city of Hama, dpa reported on Wednesday.
The news agency couldn't immediately give more details about when 32-year-old Anas Alkharboutli was killed. But the agency's editor-in-chief, Sven Gosmann, said "all of us at dpa are in shock and infinitely saddened by the death of Anas Alkharboutli."
"With his pictures he not only documented the horrors of war, he always worked for the truth," Gosmann said. "In recent days in particular, his photos were seen around the world as he reported on the civil war that flared up again."
Alkharboutli joined dpa as a photographer in the Middle East in 2017. He mainly reported from the Syrian civil war zone.
Alkharboutli's photography was recognized internationally. In 2020, he received the Young Reporter Trophy of the French Prix Bayeux for war reporting. At the 2021 Sony World Photography Awards, he won the Sports category with a series of images of children training in karate, the news agency said.
Settlers attack Palestinian towns, burning homes and clashing with Israeli troops
BEIT FURIK, West Bank -- Jewish settlers mounted a string of attacks on Palestinian towns in the occupied West Bank overnight, burning homes and clashing with Israeli troops.
There were no immediate reports of any Palestinian casualties.
The Israeli military said Jewish settlers attacked the village of Beit Furik after troops arrived in the area to dismantle an unauthorized farming outpost they had built nearby on land privately owned by Palestinians. It said the settlers hurled stones, wounding two members of the paramilitary Border Police.
Adel Hanni, a resident of the village, told the AP that a group of roughly 70 settlers gathered on the village lands early morning as the troops took down the outpost. The settlers burned Hanni's son's home, a car, a village shop and smashed the windows of several more homes. An Associated Press reporter saw a blackened home and a destroyed car on Wednesday morning.
"Some settlers started to break into the house, while others carried incendiary materials," said Hanni, 57. 
Settlers also attacked the village of Huwara, which has been the target of several previous attacks -- even before the outbreak of the war in Gaza -- and clashed with troops near Rujeib, another Palestinian village, the military said.
Israeli police and the Shin Bet security agency said in a statement that they were investigating the settler attacks. They said they arrested eight Israelis for suspected property damage and assaulting security forces.
The West Bank has seen a surge in settler violence since the start of the war, which was triggered by Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023 attack into Israel. Settlers have also raced to establish new farming outposts that rights groups say are among the biggest drivers of the violence.
The U.N.'s humanitarian office said settler attacks on Palestinian farmers during the recent olive harvest season "at least tripled" in 2024 compared to the last three years.
Israel captured the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war. The Palestinians want all three territories for an independent state.
The West Bank is home to some 3 million Palestinians who live under Israeli military rule, with the Western-backed Palestinian Authority exercising limited autonomy in cities and towns. Some 500,000 Jewish settlers with Israeli citizenship live in more than 100 settlements across the West Bank, many of which resemble suburbs or small towns. 
Most of the international community considers the settlements to be illegal and an obstacle to peace.
4 children killed in Gaza strike
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian medics said Israeli airstrikes in Gaza on Wednesday killed eight people, including four children.
The Awda Hospital, which received the bodies from one strike, said five were killed as they gathered outside of shelters in the built-up Nuseirat refugee camp in central Gaza, which dates back to the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation.
The hospital said another 15 people, mostly children, were wounded in the strike.
Also in central Gaza, the Al-Aqsa Hospital in the city of Deir al-Balah said it received the bodies of three people who were killed in what it says were two separate Israeli strikes early Wednesday.
The three dead include a man and a woman who were killed in a strike in Deir al-Balah, and another man killed in the urban refugee camp of Bureij, the hospital said.
The Israeli military said it struck a "terrorist target" in Nuseirat, without elaborating. It had no immediate comment on the other strikes.
The war began when Hamas-led militants attacked southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 people. Some 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, at least a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel's offensive has killed over 44,500 Palestinians in Gaza, mostly women and children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not say how many were combatants. The Israeli military says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.
Israel returns bodies of militants who crossed border from Jordan
JERUSALEM -- Israel's military said Wednesday it had returned the bodies of two militants who crossed into Israel from Jordan in October and shot two soldiers.

The militants entered Israeli territory south of the Dead Sea on Oct. 18, shooting and wounding two soldiers before being shot dead by Israeli troops. Hamas praised the incursion but not claim responsibility for it.
The Israeli military did not release the names of the militants who carried out the attack.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A defiant Pete Hegseth fought to save his nomination to be Donald Trump's defense secretary Wednesday as the president-elect considered possible replacements in the face of growing questions about the former Fox News host's personal conduct and ability to win Senate confirmation.
Hegseth met with legislators on Capitol Hill, conducted a radio interview and released an opinion article denying allegations of sexual assault and excessive drinking. He insisted he was "not backing down one bit," said Trump was still supporting him and planned to return Thursday for more meetings with lawmakers. But the president-elect's team was looking at alternatives, including Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis.
Trump himself remained quiet about Hegseth while issuing a flurry of statements on social media Wednesday about other nominees and his news coverage.

    


Hegseth, in an exchange with reporters, said he'd meet with Trump "anytime he'd like." 
Trump's team was pleased with how things went Wednesday as Hegseth met with lawmakers, according to a person familiar with their thinking, and they are continuing to stand behind him for now -- all while Trump considers back-up options.




North Dakota Sen. Kevin Cramer, who had previously expressed concerns about reports of Hegseth's drinking, spoke positively about Hegseth's prospects after the two met Wednesday evening. 
"I see no reason at this point not to be supportive," Cramer said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He said he told Hegseth "it's really important that we have a clear eyed secretary of defense if the alarm goes off or the phone rings at three in the morning." Hegseth responded, according to Cramer, that he would be available "at three in the morning, three in the afternoon or any hour in between."
Hegseth is the latest nominee-designate to be imperiled by personal baggage after the recent withdrawal of Trump's initial pick for attorney general, former Rep. Matt Gaetz, whose vulnerabilities were well-documented. But Hegseth's past, including the revelation that he made a settlement payment after being accused of a sexual assault that he denies, was not widely known.

    


The Trump transition team went into the day concerned about Hegseth's path to Senate confirmation and actively looking at potential replacements, a person familiar with the matter said. Three other people said DeSantis, who competed against Trump for the Republican presidential nomination in 2024, was being discussed as an option if Hegseth's nomination does not move forward. The people spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to publicly discuss internal deliberations.
Beyond DeSantis, there have also been discussions about shifting Michael Waltz, who was chosen by Trump for national security adviser, to the Defense Department, according to another person familiar with the matter who spoke on condition of anonymity. The Florida congressman is a retired Army National Guard officer and war veteran.
As he made the rounds on Capitol Hill, Hegseth told reporters he had received a fresh message of support from Trump.

    


"I spoke to the president this morning. He supports me fully. We're not going anywhere," Hegseth said. 
In an op-ed in The Wall Street Journal, Hegseth laid out a vigorous defense of his record, including his time spent at two veterans advocacy groups, Concerned Veterans for America and Veterans For Freedom.
In new allegations this week, The New Yorker cited what it described as a whistleblower report and other documents about his time leading CVA that alleged multiple incidents of alcohol intoxication at work events, inappropriate behavior around female staffers and financial mismanagement.
Hegseth, in the op-ed, acknowledged spending too much money during the 2008 campaign in support of then-candidate John McCain, so that Veterans For Freedom went into debt. But he said he stayed on until all bills were paid. And he said his split from CVA was over a "difference of opinion" about the group's future.
Republican Sen. Joni Ernst of Iowa, a military veteran and sexual assault survivor, stopped short of an endorsement after her meeting with Hegseth. She said she appreciates his military service and they "had a frank and thorough conversation."

    


The Trump transition team didn't respond to requests for comment on Hegseth's status.
In an interview taped Wednesday for Megyn Kelly's SiriusXM satellite radio show, Hegseth said Trump told him he wanted a "warfighter" who would clean out the "woke crap." 
Citing his Capitol Hill meeting, Hegseth said, "No one has looked me in the eye and said, 'I have concerns.'" He added, "We're not backing down one bit."
Hegseth paid a woman who accused him of sexual assault at a California hotel in 2017 after Hegseth had given a speech at a Republican event. His lawyer said the payment was to head off the threat of a baseless lawsuit. 

    


Asked by Kelly if he sexually assaulted the woman, Hegseth said "absolutely not." He called it a "really unfortunate situation" and said he paid her because he "had to," contending that her lawyers said they would "out him."
He declined to reveal the amount paid, but said it was done to protect his wife, himself and his job. 
He said it is a "fair characterization" to call him a serial cheater, who cheated on all three of his wives. "Was I a perfect man, absolutely not," he said.
Hegseth flatly denied having a drinking problem and said he wouldn't drink while defense secretary, vowing, "I'm not going to have a drink at all." He likened it to following the Pentagon's general order No. 1, which prohibits troops from drinking while deployed.
GOP Sen. Markwayne Mullin, who joined Hegseth in a meeting with House Republicans, defended the nominee and said: "All of us, at least all of us, have a time to grow up. We're nominating Pete for who he is today, not for what he did seven years ago or five years ago or whatever it was."
Cramer said Hegseth during their meeting acknowledged there were times that he drank too much, but that nothing improper happened.
He said Hegseth also denied aspects of the New Yorker report, including that he was drunk at a strip club with coworkers and tried to get up on the stage and dance.
Cramer said Hegseth told him "I've never been at a strip club in Louisiana intoxicated" and that he has "certainly never been on a stage, you know, in an intoxicated state."
"I have no reason to doubt him any more than believe somebody else," Cramer said.
Earlier, Hegseth's mother appeared on Fox News to address some of the allegations.
Penelope Hegseth, on "Fox & Friends," discussed her son and a 2018 email she wrote him that was obtained by The New York Times, in which she confronted him about mistreating women after he impregnated his current wife while he was married to his second wife. 
That letter followed multiple allegations, reported by The New Yorker this week, of questionable conduct around female staffers, in addition to the 2017 allegation.
On Tuesday, Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., said some of the reports were "disturbing," telling CBS News that he wants to "make sure that every young woman that joins the military feels respected and welcomed."
Penelope Hegseth implored the lawmakers to listen to her son and give him a chance.
"I think it can be overcome," Penelope Hegseth said.
Hegseth is a former Fox News host and a former Army National Guard major and combat veteran who deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan. If confirmed by the Senate, he would lead a 2-million-member strong military -- more than 17% of whom are female. The revelations have concerned some members of Congress.
Hegseth said in his interview that he doesn't know how all this will turn out but is comfortable that he "took on the haters and the liars" and fought for it, adding, "the future's in God's hands."
___

Associated Press writers Jill Colvin and Michelle L. Price in New York, Adriana Gomez Licon in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and Mary Clare Jalonick, Lisa Mascaro and Lolita C. Baldor contributed to this report. Beaumont reported from Des Moines, Iowa.
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            FILE - Susie Wiles watches as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Lititz, Pa., Nov. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement acting director Thomas Homan speaks during an interview in East Point, Ga., April 26, 2018. President-elect Donald Trump says that Tom Homan, his former acting U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement director, will serve as "border czar" in his incoming administration. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)
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            FILE - Republican Conference Chair Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., waves to supporters at CPAC in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 23, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump has chosen Rep. Elise Stefanik to serve as his ambassador to the United Nations. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            Stephen Miller speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Rep. Lee Zeldin, R-N.Y., speaks at a rally in Concord, N.H., Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla., speaks outside the hush money criminal case of former president Donald Trump in New York, May 16, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump's choice for defense secretary is still up in the air, but it's a sure bet he will look to pick a loyalist following his tumultuous first term. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            FILE - Kash Patel, former chief of staff to Acting Secretary of Defense Christopher Miller, speaks at a rally in Minden, Nev., Oct. 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Villegas, File)
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            Steve Witkoff speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Director of National Intelligence John Ratcliffe, testifies before a hearing April 18, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            Pete Hegseth walks to an elevator for a meeting with President-elect Donald Trump at Trump Tower in New York, Dec. 15, 2016. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign town hall, Oct. 14, 2024, in Oaks, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Tulsi Gabbard speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - Pam Bondi, former Florida Attorney General, speaks to reporters outside an election integrity volunteer training, June 18, 2024, in Newtown, Pa. (AP Photo/Derik Hamilton, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 21 | 
            FILE - Howard Lutnick speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, in New York, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            Rep. Sean Duffy, R-Wis., speaks during a hearing July 18, 2018, on Capitol Hill in Washington. President-elect Donald Trump has nominated Duffy to be Transportation Secretary. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            FILE - Small Business Administration Administrator Linda McMahon speaks during a news conference with President Donald Trump in Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla., March 29, 2019. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            FILE - Former acting Attorney General Matt Whitaker waves as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a caucus night party in Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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            FILE - Mehmet Oz visits the AW Driving School & License Testing Center in Allentown, Pa., Sept. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            Michigan Republican Party Chairperson Pete Hoekstra speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign event Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Traverse City, Mich. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            FILE - Brooke Rollins speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Trump's picks for key positions in his second administration

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 21 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives at an election night watch party at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Susie Wiles watches as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Lititz, Pa., Nov. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement acting director Thomas Homan speaks during an interview in East Point, Ga., April 26, 2018. President-elect Donald Trump says that Tom Homan, his former acting U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement director, will serve as "border czar" in his incoming administration. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)
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            FILE - Republican Conference Chair Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., waves to supporters at CPAC in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 23, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump has chosen Rep. Elise Stefanik to serve as his ambassador to the United Nations. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            Stephen Miller speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Rep. Lee Zeldin, R-N.Y., speaks at a rally in Concord, N.H., Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla., speaks outside the hush money criminal case of former president Donald Trump in New York, May 16, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump's choice for defense secretary is still up in the air, but it's a sure bet he will look to pick a loyalist following his tumultuous first term. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            FILE - Kash Patel, former chief of staff to Acting Secretary of Defense Christopher Miller, speaks at a rally in Minden, Nev., Oct. 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Villegas, File)
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            Steve Witkoff speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Director of National Intelligence John Ratcliffe, testifies before a hearing April 18, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            Pete Hegseth walks to an elevator for a meeting with President-elect Donald Trump at Trump Tower in New York, Dec. 15, 2016. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign town hall, Oct. 14, 2024, in Oaks, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Tulsi Gabbard speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 21

                                    
                                    FILE - Tulsi Gabbard speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - Pam Bondi, former Florida Attorney General, speaks to reporters outside an election integrity volunteer training, June 18, 2024, in Newtown, Pa. (AP Photo/Derik Hamilton, File)
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            FILE - Howard Lutnick speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, in New York, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            Rep. Sean Duffy, R-Wis., speaks during a hearing July 18, 2018, on Capitol Hill in Washington. President-elect Donald Trump has nominated Duffy to be Transportation Secretary. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            FILE - Small Business Administration Administrator Linda McMahon speaks during a news conference with President Donald Trump in Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla., March 29, 2019. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            FILE - Former acting Attorney General Matt Whitaker waves as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a caucus night party in Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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            FILE - Mehmet Oz visits the AW Driving School & License Testing Center in Allentown, Pa., Sept. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            Michigan Republican Party Chairperson Pete Hoekstra speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign event Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Traverse City, Mich. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            FILE - Brooke Rollins speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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                                        President-elect Donald Trump has filled the key posts for his second term in office, prioritizing loyalty to him after he felt bruised and hampered by internal squabbling during his first term. 

Some of his choices could face difficult confirmation fights in the Senate, even with Republicans in control, and two candidates have already withdrawn from consideration. 

Here's a look at Trump's choices:

    




CABINET: 











Secretary of state: Marco Rubio



Trump would turn a former critic into an ally as the nation's top diplomat.

Rubio, 53, is a noted hawk on China, Cuba and Iran, and was a finalist to be Trump's running mate before the slot went to JD Vance. Rubio is vice chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee and a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

His selection punctuates the hard pivot Rubio has made with Trump, whom the senator once called a "con man" during his own unsuccessful campaign for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination. Their relationship improved dramatically while Trump was in the White House. 
Defense secretary: Pete Hegseth



Hegseth, 44, was a co-host of Fox News Channel's "Fox and Friends Weekend" and had been a contributor with the network since 2014. He developed a friendship with Trump, who made regular appearances on the show.

Hegseth served in the Army National Guard from 2002 to 2021, deploying to Iraq in 2005 and Afghanistan in 2011 and earning two Bronze Stars. He lacks senior military and national security experience and would oversee global crises ranging from Europe to the Middle East. 

A woman told police that she was sexually assaulted in 2017 by Hegseth after he took her phone, blocked the door to a California hotel room and refused to let her leave, according to a detailed investigative report recently made public. Hegseth told police at the time that the encounter had been consensual and has denied any wrongdoing.


Treasury secretary: Scott Bessent



Bessent, 62, is a former money manager for George Soros, a big Democratic donor, and an advocate for deficit reduction. He founded the hedge fund Key Square Capital Management after having worked on and off for Soros Fund Management since 1991. If confirmed by the Senate, Bessent would be the nation's first openly gay treasury secretary.

He told Bloomberg in August that he decided to join Trump's campaign in part to attack the mounting U.S. national debt. That would include slashing government programs and other spending. 
Director of national intelligence: Tulsi Gabbard

Gabbard, 43, is a former Democratic House member from Hawaii who has been accused of echoing Russian propaganda. She unsuccessfully sought the party's 2020 presidential nomination and left the party in 2022. Gabbard endorsed Trump in August and campaigned often with him.

Gabbard has served in the Army National Guard for more than two decades and deployed to Iraq and Kuwait. If confirmed she would come to the role as an outsider compared to her predecessor. The current director, Avril Haines, spent several years in top national security and intelligence positions.
Attorney general: Pam Bondi



Bondi, 59, was Florida's first female attorney general, serving between 2011 and 2019. She was on Trump's legal team during his first impeachment trial in 2020.

Considered a loyalist, Bondi also has served with the America First Policy Institute, a Trump-allied group that has helped lay the groundwork for his future administration.

Bondi was among a group of Republicans who showed up to support Trump at his hush-money criminal trial in New York that ended in May with a conviction on 34 felony counts. A fierce defender of Trump, she also frequently appeared on Fox News and has been critical of the criminal cases against him. 
Labor secretary: Lori Chavez-DeRemer 



The Republican U.S. House member narrowly lost her reelection bid on Nov. 5 but had received strong backing from union members in her district.

As a potential labor secretary, Chavez-DeRemer would oversee the department's workforce and budget and put forth priorities that affect workers' wages, health and safety, ability to unionize, and employer's rights to fire employees, among other responsibilities. 

Chavez-DeRemer is one of a few House Republicans to endorse the "Protecting the Right to Organize" or PRO Act that would allow more workers to conduct organizing campaigns and penalize companies that violate workers' rights. The act would also weaken "right-to-work" laws in more than half the states.
Commerce secretary: Howard Lutnick 



Lutnick heads the brokerage and investment bank Cantor Fitzgerald and is a cryptocurrency enthusiast. He is co-chair of Trump's transition operation, charged along with Linda McMahon, a former wrestling executive who previously led Trump's Small Business Administration, with helping the president-elect fill key jobs in his second administration.

As secretary, Lutnick would play a key role in carrying out Trump's plans to raise and enforce tariffs. He would oversee a sprawling Cabinet department whose oversight ranges from funding new computer chip factories and imposing trade restrictions to releasing economic data and monitoring the weather. 
Homeland security secretary: Kristi Noem



Noem is a well-known conservative who used her two terms as South Dakota's governor to vault to a prominent position in Republican politics.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Noem did not order restrictions like other states, instead declaring South Dakota "open for business." More recently, Noem faced sharp criticism for writing in her memoir about shooting and killing her dog.

She is set to lead a department crucial to the president-elect's hardline immigration agenda as well as other missions. Homeland Security oversees natural disaster response, the U.S. Secret Service and Transportation Security Administration agents who work at airports. 
CIA director: John Ratcliffe



Ratcliffe, a former U.S. House member from Texas, was director of national intelligence during the final year and a half of Trump's first term. He led U.S. government's spy agencies during the coronavirus pandemic. If confirmed, Ratcliffe will have held the highest intelligence positions in the U.S. 
Health and human services secretary: Robert F. Kennedy Jr.



Kennedy, 70, ran for president as a Democrat, then as an independent before he dropped out and then endorsed Trump. He's the son of Democratic icon Robert F. Kennedy, who was assassinated in 1968 during his own presidential campaign. 

Kennedy's nomination alarmed people who are concerned about his record of spreading unfounded fears about vaccines. For example, he has long advanced the debunked idea that vaccines cause autism.
Agriculture secretary: Brooke Rollins



Rollins, 52, is president and CEO of the America First Policy Institute, a group helping to lay the groundwork for Trump's second administration. 

She is a Texas attorney who was Trump's domestic policy adviser and director of his office of American innovation during his first term. Rollins previously was an aide to former Texas Gov. Rick Perry, who also served in Trump's first term. Rollins also ran the Texas Public Policy Foundation.
Transportation secretary: Sean Duffy 



Duffy is a former House member from Wisconsin who was one of Trump's most visible defenders on cable news. Duffy served in the House for nearly nine years, sitting on the Financial Services Committee and chairing the subcommittee on insurance and housing. He left Congress in 2019 for a TV career and has been the host of "The Bottom Line" on Fox Business.

Before entering politics, Duffy was a reality TV star on MTV, where he met his wife, "Fox and Friends Weekend" co-host Rachel Campos-Duffy. They have nine children. 
Veterans affairs secretary: Doug Collins



Collins is a former Republican congressman from Georgia who gained recognition for defending Trump during his first impeachment trial. Trump was impeached for urging Ukraine to investigate Joe Biden in 2019 during the Democratic presidential campaign, but was acquitted by the Senate.

Collins also served in the armed forces himself. He is a chaplain in the United States Air Force Reserve Command.
Interior secretary: Doug Burgum 



The North Dakota governor, 68, is a former Republican presidential primary contender who endorsed Trump after he dropped out of the running. Burgum then became a serious contender to be Trump's vice presidential choice in part because of his executive experience and business savvy. He also has close ties to deep-pocketed energy industry CEOs.

Trump said Burgum would chair a new National Energy Council and have a seat on the National Security Council, which would be a first for the Interior secretary.
Energy secretary: Chris Wright 



A campaign donor and CEO of Denver-based Liberty Energy, Wright is a vocal advocate of oil and gas development, including fracking -- a key pillar of Trump's quest to achieve U.S. "energy dominance" in the global market. 

He also has been one of the industry's loudest voices against efforts to fight climate change. Wright said the climate movement around the world is "collapsing under its own weight." The department is responsible for advancing the energy, environmental and nuclear security of the United States. 
Education secretary: Linda McMahon



McMahon, a billionaire professional wrestling mogul, would make a return appearance in a second Trump administration. She led the Small Business Administration from 2017 to 2019 in Trump's first term and twice ran unsuccessfully in Connecticut as a Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate. She served on the Connecticut Board of Education for a year starting in 2009 and has spent years on the board of trustees for Sacred Heart University. She has expressed support for charter schools and school choice.
Environmental Protection Agency administrator: Lee Zeldin



Zeldin does not appear to have any experience in environmental issues, but is a longtime supporter of the former president. The 44-year-old former U.S. House member from New York wrote on X, "We will restore US energy dominance, revitalize our auto industry to bring back American jobs, and make the US the global leader of AI" and "we will do so while protecting access to clean air and water." 

Trump often attacked the Biden administration's promotion of electric vehicles, and incorrectly referred to a tax credit for EV purchases as a government mandate. Trump also often said his administration would "drill, baby, drill," referring to his support for expanded petroleum exploration. 
Housing and Urban Development: Scott Turner 



Turner is a former NFL player and White House aide. He ran the White House Opportunity and Revitalization Council during Trump's first term in office. Trump, in a statement, credited Turner, the highest-ranking Black person he's yet selected for his administration, with "helping to lead an Unprecedented Effort that Transformed our Country's most distressed communities."
U.S. Trade Representative: Jamieson Greer



Greer is a partner at King & Spalding, a Washington law firm. If confirmed by the Senate, he would be responsible for negotiating directly with foreign governments on trade deals and disputes, as well as memberships in international trade bodies such as the World Trade Organization. He previously was chief of staff to Robert Lighthizer, who was the trade representative in Trump's first term. 
Small Business Administration administrator: Kelly Loeffler



Former Georgia Sen. Loeffler was appointed in January 2020 by Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp and then lost a runoff election a year later. She started a conservative voter registration organization and dived into GOP fundraising, becoming one of the top individual donors and bundlers to Trump's 2024 comeback campaign.

Even before nominating her for agriculture secretary, the president-elect already had tapped Loeffler as co-chair of his inaugural committee. 

___
WHITE HOUSE STAFF:

















Chief of staff: Susie Wiles



Wiles, 67, was a senior adviser to Trump's 2024 presidential campaign and its de facto manager. 

She has a background in Florida politics, helping Ron DeSantis win his first race for Florida governor. Six years later, she was key to Trump's defeat of him in the 2024 Republican primary.

Wiles' hire was Trump's first major decision as president-elect and one that could be a defining test of his incoming administration considering her close relationship with him. Wiles is said to have earned Trump's trust in part by guiding what was the most disciplined of Trump's three presidential campaigns. 
National security adviser: Mike Waltz



Waltz is a three-term Republican congressman from east-central Florida. A former Army Green Beret, he served multiple tours in Afghanistan and worked in the Pentagon as a policy adviser when Donald Rumsfeld and Robert Gates were defense chiefs.

He is considered hawkish on China, and called for a U.S. boycott of the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing due to its involvement in the origin of COVID-19 and its mistreatment of the minority Muslim Uighur population.
National Economic Council: Kevin Hassett



Hassett, 62, is a major advocate of tax cuts who was chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers in the first Trump term. In the new role as chairman of the National Economic Council, Trump said Hassett will play an important role in helping American families recover from inflation as well as in renewing and improving tax cuts Trump enacted in 2017, many of which are set to expire after 2025.
Border czar: Tom Homan



Homan, 62, has been tasked with Trump's top priority of carrying out the largest deportation operation in the nation's history. 

He led the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement in Trump's first administration. Democrats have criticized Homan for defending Trump's "zero tolerance" policy on border crossings in the first term, which led to the separation of thousands of parents and children seeking asylum at the border. 
Office of Management and Budget: Russell Vought



Vought, 48, held the position during Trump's first presidency. He founded the Center for Renewing America, a think tank whose mission is to "renew a consensus of America as a nation under God." Vought also was closely involved with Project 2025, a conservative blueprint for Trump's second term that Trump tried to distance himself from during the campaign. 
Deputy chief of staff for policy: Stephen Miller



Miller, an immigration hardliner, was a vocal spokesperson during the presidential campaign for Trump's priority of mass deportations. The 39-year-old was a senior adviser during Trump's first term. 

Miller has been a central figure in some of Trump's policy decisions, notably his move to separate thousands of immigrant families. Trump argued throughout the campaign that the nation's economic, national security and social priorities could be met by deporting people living illegally in the U.S. 
Deputy chief of staff: Dan Scavino



Scavino was an adviser in all three of the president-elect's campaigns and was described by the transition team as one of "Trump's longest serving and most trusted aides." He will be deputy chief of staff and assistant to the president. Scavino previously ran Trump's social media profile in the White House.
Deputy chief of staff: James Blair



Blair was political director for Trump's 2024 campaign and the Republican National Committee. He will be deputy chief of staff for legislative, political and public affairs and an assistant to the president. Blair was key to Trump's economic messaging during the campaign.
Deputy chief of staff: Taylor Budowich



Budowich is a veteran Trump campaign aide who launched and directed Make America Great Again, Inc., a super PAC that supported Trump's 2024 campaign. He will be deputy chief of staff for communications and personnel and assistant to the president.
White House press secretary: Karoline Leavitt 



Leavitt, 27, was Trump's campaign press secretary and currently a spokesperson for his transition. She would be the youngest White House press secretary in history. Leavitt worked in the White House press office during Trump's first term. In 2022, she ran for Congress in New Hampshire, winning a 10-way Republican primary before losing to Democratic Rep. Chris Pappas.
White House counsel: David Warrington



Warrington has served Trump as his personal attorney and lawyer for the campaign. Trump initially had tapped William McGinley to be White House counsel, but three weeks later said he instead was dispatching McGinley to work with his new Department of Government Efficiency. That panel will be run by Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy with the goal of cutting federal spending. 

____
AMBASSADORS, ENVOYS AND OTHER KEY POSTS: 











FBI director: Kash Patel 



Patel spent several years as a Justice Department prosecutor before catching the Trump administration's attention as a staffer on Capitol Hill who helped investigate the Russia probe.

Patel has called for dramatically reducing the agency's footprint, a perspective that sets him apart from earlier directors who have sought additional resources for the bureau. And though the Justice Department in 2021 halted the practice of secretly seizing reporters' phone records during leak investigations, Patel has said he intends to aggressively hunt down government officials who leak information to reporters. 
Special envoy to the Middle East: Steven Witkoff



The 67-year-old Witkoff is the president-elect's golf partner and they were golfing at Trump's club in West Palm Beach, Florida, on Sept. 15, when the former president was the target of a second attempted assassination. Trump also named Witkoff co-chair, with former Georgia Sen. Kelly Loeffler, of his inaugural committee. 
Special envoy for Ukraine and Russia: Keith Kellogg



Kellogg, 80, is a highly decorated retired three-star general and one of the architects of a staunchly conservative policy book that lays out an "America First" national security agenda for Trump's second term. He has long been Trump's top adviser on defense issues and served as national security adviser to Vice President Mike Pence. Kellogg also was chief of staff of the National Security Council under Trump and stepped in as an acting national security adviser for Trump after Michael Flynn resigned from the post.
Special presidential envoy for hostage affairs: Adam Boehler 



Boehler is the founder and CEO of Rubicon Founders, a healthcare investment firm. He also served as the first CEO of the International Development Finance Corp. He would serve as Trump's lead hostage negotiator at a time when the U.S. is trying to secure the release of prisoners in Gaza and other regions around the world. The role has been held since 2020 by Roger Carstens, who was appointed by Trump and remained in the job throughout the Biden administration.
Ambassador to Israel: Mike Huckabee



Huckabee is a staunch defender of Israel and his intended nomination comes as Trump has promised to align U.S. foreign policy more closely with Israel's interests. 

Huckabee, who ran unsuccessfully for the Republican presidential nomination in 2008 and 2016, has been a popular figure among evangelical Christian conservatives, many of whom support Israel due to Old Testament writings that Jews are God's chosen people and that Israel is their rightful homeland. 

Huckabee has rejected a Palestinian homeland in territory occupied by Israel. His daughter, Sarah Huckabee Sanders, served as White House press secretary in Trump's first term. 
Ambassador to the United Nations: Elise Stefanik



Stefanik, 40, is a U.S. representative from New York and one of Trump's staunchest defenders dating to his first impeachment trial. She was elected chair of the House Republican Conference in 2021, the third-highest position in House leadership, after then-Rep. Liz Cheney was removed from the post after she publicly criticized Trump for falsely claiming he won the 2020 election. 

Stefanik's questioning of university presidents over antisemitism on their campuses helped lead to two of those presidents resigning, further raising her national profile. 
Ambassador to NATO: Matthew Whitaker 



A former acting attorney general during Trump's first administration and tight end on the University of Iowa football team, Whitaker, 55, has a background in law enforcement but not in foreign policy. 

A fierce Trump localist, Whitaker, is also a former U.S. attorney in Iowa and served as acting attorney general between November 2018 and February 2019 without Senate confirmation, until William Barr was confirmed for the role. That was when special counsel Robert Mueller's investigation into Russian election interference was drawing to a close. 

Whitaker also faced questions about his past business dealings, including his ties to an invention-promotion company that was accused of misleading consumers.
Ambassador to Canada: Pete Hoekstra



A Republican congressman from Michigan who served from 1993 to 2011, Hoekstra was ambassador to the Netherlands during Trump's first term. 
Senior counselor for trade and manufacturing: Peter Navarro 



Navarro, 75, was a trade adviser during Trump's first term. He is a longtime critic of trade arrangements with China. Navarro was held in contempt of Congress and served four months in prison for defying a subpoena from the House committee that investigated the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol. 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services: Dr. Mehmet Oz



Oz, 64, is a former heart surgeon who hosted "The Dr. Oz Show," a long-running daytime TV talk show. He ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate as the Republican nominee in 2022 and is an outspoken supporter of Trump, who endorsed Oz's bid for elected office. 
Food and Drug Administration: Dr. Marty Makary



Makary is a Johns Hopkins surgeon and author who argued against pandemic lockdowns. He routinely appeared on Fox News during the COVID-19 pandemic and wrote opinion articles questioning masks for children. He cast doubt on vaccine mandates but supported vaccines generally. Makary also cast doubt on whether booster shots worked, which was against federal recommendations on the vaccine.
Surgeon General: Dr. Janette Nesheiwat



Nesheiwat is a general practitioner who serves as medical director for CityMD, a network of urgent care centers in New York and New Jersey. She has been a contributor to Fox News.
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Dr. Dave Weldon



Weldon is a former Florida congressman who recently ran for a Florida state legislative seat and lost; Trump backed Weldon's opponent.

In Congress, Weldon weighed in on one of the nation's most heated debates of the 1990s over quality of life and a right-to-die and whether Terri Schiavo, who was in a persistent vegetative state after cardiac arrest, should have been allowed to have her feeding tube removed. He sided with the parents who did not want it removed. 
National Institutes of Health: Dr. Jay Bhattacharya 



Bhattacharya, 56, is a critic of pandemic lockdowns and vaccine mandates. As head of the NIH, the leading medical research agency in the United States, Trump said Bhattacharya would work with Kennedy Jr. to direct U.S. medical research and make important discoveries that will improve health and save lives. Bhattacharya is a professor at Stanford University School of Medicine and was one of three authors of the Great Barrington Declaration, an October 2020 open letter maintaining that lockdowns during the COVID-19 pandemic were causing irreparable harm.
NASA administrator: Jared Isaacman



Isaacman, 41, is a tech billionaire who bought a series of spaceflights from Elon Musk's SpaceX and conducted the first private spacewalk. He is the founder and CEO of a card-processing company and has collaborated closely with Musk ever since buying his first chartered SpaceX flight. He took contest winners on that 2021 trip and followed it in September with a mission where he briefly popped out the hatch to test SpaceX's new spacewalking suits.
Internal Revenue Service commissioner Billy Long



Former Rep. Long represented Missouri in the U.S. House from 2011 to 2023. Since leaving Congress, Trump said, Long "has worked as a Business and Tax advisor, helping Small Businesses navigate the complexities of complying with the IRS Rules and Regulations."
Securities and Exchange Commission: Paul Atkins 



Atkins, a former SEC commissioner, is the CEO of Patomak Partners and a cryptocurrency advocate. Atkins has argued against too much market regulation and Trump said Atkins is a "proven leader for commonsense regulations." The agency oversees U.S. securities markets and investments. The current chairman, Gary Gensler, has been leading the government's crackdown on the crypto industry.

___
WITHDRAWN





Chad Chronister for Drug Enforcement Administration: 



Chronister removed himself from consideration to lead the nation's top controlled substances enforcement agency, just days after being tapped for the post. 

Trump's announcement that he would nominate Chronister, who has worked for the Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office since 1992, was met with backlash from some conservative figures over his enforcement of lockdown measures during the COVID-19 pandemic, and his past comments he made that his sheriff's office was not focused on enforcing federal immigration laws.
Matt Gaetz for Attorney General:






Gaetz, 42, withdrew from consideration to become the top law enforcement officer of the United States amid fallout over a federal sex trafficking investigation that cast doubt on his ability to be confirmed by the Senate. In choosing Gaetz, Trump had passed over more established lawyers whose names had been floated as possible contenders for the job.

Gaetz resigned from Congress after Trump announced him on Nov. 13. The House Ethics Committee has been investigating an allegation that he paid for sex with a 17-year-old. Gaetz has denied wrongdoing.

___


Associated Press writers Colleen Long, Zeke Miller, Farnoush Amiri, Lolita C. Baldor, Jill Colvin, Matthew Daly, Edith M. Lederer, Adriana Gomez Licon, Lisa Mascaro, Chris Megerian, Michelle L. Price, Will Weissert and Meg Kinnard contributed to this report. 
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            Travelers self-check at Delta Airlines counter at Los Angeles International Airport in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            As traffic passes by in the foreground, a United Airlines jetliner turns on the tarmac to leave the A Concourse and head to a runway at Denver International Airport Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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                                        Members of a U.S. Senate subcommittee took aim at airline executives Wednesday for using an expanding menu of fees to charge customers for early boarding, better seats and other comforts that used to be part of the ticket price.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., said he thinks the federal government should review and perhaps fine the airlines for their use of what he called junk fees.
Blumenthal, the chairman of the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, said seat fees were pure profit for the airlines because they don't have to create new seats or incur other expenses by allowing customers to pick where to sit. 
Some senators expressed frustration during Wednesday's hearing when airline executives could not explain how they set the amount of various fees. They said the vagaries of airline pricing make it hard for consumers to budget for trips.

    


"We're all captives on your airplanes at a certain point. You just say, 'You want to pick seat? We're just going to charge you some random amount more,'" Sen. Maggie Hassan, D-N.H., said. "It would be good if you guys could be transparent about what you do and why."




The fees don't seem to be discouraging anybody. Americans are flying more than ever. 
The Transportation Security Administration reported screening nearly 3.1 million travelers at airports around the country on Sunday, a new single-day record. The 15 busiest days in TSA history have all occurred this year, with traffic at airport checkpoints up 5% over 2023.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Airline executives bristle at the term "junk fees," and argue they are merely giving consumers what they want: choices.
"Our customers who prioritize affordability have the option to choose a lower-fare product and, in doing so, opt out of paying for additional services that they do not want," Andrew Nocella, the chief commercial officer of United Airlines, said in testimony prepared for the panel's hearing. "But we also have customers who seek more services, and they retain the ability to choose the services they value, for an incremental fee, like a seat with extra legroom or checked bags."

    


Airlines have been adding fees on desirable seats to take advantage of increasing demand. 
The airline executives took offense at the charge that they are gouging travelers.
"It has never been more affordable to fly," said Steve Johnson, chief strategy officer for American Airlines. 
Transportation Department figures indicate that airfares have fallen by about one-third since 2000 when taking inflation into account. However, those figures do not include fees. 
Senators said fees should be described clearly during the ticket-buying process. The executives said their airlines do that.
Some subcommittee members also criticized airlines for the way they enforce fees.
Sen. Josh Hawley, R-Mo., sparred with executives of Frontier Airlines and Spirit Airlines, which paid employees $26 million in bonuses for spotting customers whose carry-on bags were too big to fit under a seat. The passengers were forced to pay a fee -- up to $77 on Spirit and $99 on Frontier -- to use an overhead bin. 

    


"If people want to know why it's such a terrible experience to fly, this is news for them today," Hawley told the airlines executives Wednesday. "Your airlines are paying millions of dollars to your employees to harass people who have already paid!"
Frontier Chief Commercial Officer Robert Schroeter and his counterpart at Spirit, Matthew Klein, said ensuring that people follow the rules was a matter of fairness to all passengers.
When Hawley asked why bag fees may vary from one customer to another, Schroeter said Frontier must cover its costs.
"Overall, our job is to generate the most revenue we can so we can keep profitable as an airline," he said.
U.S. airlines raised more than $7 billion from fees on checked bags last year, with American Airlines and United Airlines leading the pack. They scooped up another $1 billion in ticket-change and cancellation fees, although that was about one-third of what they raised before the coronavirus pandemic, when the biggest airlines dropped change fees.

    


Exact figures on other types of fees are hard to determine, but the Senate panel reported last week that United, American, Delta Air Lines, Frontier and Spirit collected a combined total of more than $12 billion in seat fees between 2018 and 2023. That included charges for things such as more legroom or an aisle seat near the front of the plane.
Airline fees have been a frequent target of criticism by the Biden administration, all the way up to President Joe Biden. 
A Transportation Department rule that took effect in October requires airlines to make automatic cash refunds for tickets and fees when flights are canceled. 
The airline industry is suing to block another regulation requiring more prominent disclosure of baggage and cancellation fees. An appeals court has blocked that rule, and its fate is uncertain under President-elect Donald Trump. Blumenthal asked the five executives to drop the lawsuit. None agreed to do so.

The airline industry and Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg have continued to fight over fees and other regulations, even after the November election. 
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            This undated photo provided by UnitedHealth Group shows UnitedHealthcare chief executive officer Brian Thompson. (AP Photo/UnitedHealth Group via AP)
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            The UnitedHealthcare headquarters in Minnetonka, Minn., lowered its flags to half-staff on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in honor of CEO Brian Thompson, who was fatally shot outside a hotel in New York. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            This combination of images provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson was killed Wednesday morning in what investigators suspect was a targeted shooting outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference. (AP video: Ted Shaffrey)
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    Live Updates: Follow the latest updates on the shooting death of UnitedHealthcare's CEO. 



    





NEW YORK (AP) -- Brian Thompson led one of the biggest health insurers in the U.S. but was unknown to millions of people his decisions affected.

Then Wednesday's targeted fatal shooting of the UnitedHealthcare CEO on a midtown Manhattan sidewalk thrust the executive and his business into the national spotlight.

Thompson, who was 50, had worked at the giant UnitedHealth Group Inc for 20 years and run the insurance arm since 2021 after running its Medicare and retirement business.

As CEO, Thompson led a firm that provides health coverage to more than 49 million Americans -- more than the population of Spain. United is the largest provider of Medicare Advantage plans, the privately run versions of the U.S. government's Medicare program for people age 65 and older. The company also sells individual insurance and administers health-insurance coverage for thousands of employers and state-and federally funded Medicaid programs.

    
    What to know

	What happened? UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson died in a dawn ambush Wednesday as he walked to the company's annual investor conference in New York.
	Who was Brian Thompson? He was the chief executive of UnitedHealthcare and kept a relatively low profile.
	Who was the shooter? Officials say the shooter, who is still at large, appeared to be a man who was wearing a black face mask and black and white sneakers.



    





    



The business run by Thompson brought in $281 billion in revenue last year, making it the largest subsidiary of the Minnetonka, Minnesota-based UnitedHealth Group. His $10.2 million annual pay package, including salary, bonus and stock options awards, made him one of the company's highest-paid executives.

The University of Iowa graduate began his career as a certified public accountant at PwC and had little name recognition beyond the health care industry. Even to investors who own its stock, the parent company's face belonged to CEO Andrew Witty, a knighted British triathlete who has testified before Congress.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

When Thompson did occasionally draw attention, it was because of his role in shaping the way Americans get health care.

At an investor meeting last year, he outlined his company's shift to "value-based care," paying doctors and other caregivers to keep patients healthy rather than focusing on treating them once sick.

    



"Health care should be easier for people," Thompson said at the time. "We are cognizant of the challenges. But navigating a future through value-based care unlocks a situation where the ... family doesn't have to make the decisions on their own."

Thompson also drew attention in 2021 when the insurer, like its competitors, was widely criticized for a plan to start denying payment for what it deemed non-critical visits to hospital emergency rooms.





"Patients are not medical experts and should not be expected to self-diagnose during what they believe is a medical emergency," the chief executive of the American Hospital Association wrote in an open letter addressed to Thompson. "Threatening patients with a financial penalty for making the wrong decision could have a chilling effect on seeking emergency care."

United Healthcare responded by delaying rollout of the change.


Thompson, who lived in a Minneapolis suburb and was the married father of two sons in high school, was set to speak at an investor meeting in a midtown New York hotel. He was on his own and about to enter the building when he was shot in the back by a masked assailant who fled on foot before pedaling an e-bike into Central Park a few blocks away, the New York Police Department said.

    



Chief of Detectives Joseph Kenny said investigators were looking at Thompson's social media accounts and interviewing employees and family members. 

"Didn't seem like he had any issues at all," Kenny said. "He did not have a security detail."

___

AP reporters Michael R. Sisak and Steve Karnowski contributed to this report. Murphy reported from Indianapolis.
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                    A person walks on Wall St. near the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stock indexes rose to more records Wednesday after tech companies talked up how much of a boost they're getting from the artificial-intelligence boom.
The S&P 500 climbed 0.6% to add to what's set to be one of its best years of the millennium. It's the 56th time the index has hit an all-time high this year after climbing in 11 of the last 12 days.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 308 points, or 0.7%, while the Nasdaq composite added 1.3% to its own record. 
Salesforce helped pull the market higher after delivering stronger revenue for the latest quarter than analysts expected, though its profit fell just short.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Stock market today: Tech stocks and AI pull Wall Street toward more records
    

    
    
    The stock market is in line to set more records. More from AP's Seth Sutel. 

    

CEO Mark Benioff highlighted the company's artificial-intelligence offering for customers, saying "the rise of autonomous AI agents is revolutionizing global labor, reshaping how industries operate and scale." The stock price of the company, which helps businesses manage their customers, jumped 11%.

    


Marvell Technology leaped even more after delivering better results than expected, up 23.2%. CEO Matt Murphy said the semiconductor supplier is seeing strong demand from AI and gave a forecast for profit in the upcoming quarter that topped analysts' expectations. 


All the optimistic talk helped Nvidia, the company whose chips are powering much of the move into AI, rally 3.5%. It was the strongest force pushing upward on the S&P 500 by far. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
They helped offset an 8.9% drop for Foot Locker, which reported profit and revenue that fell short of analysts' expectations. 
CEO Mary Dillon said the company is taking a more cautious view, and it cut its forecasts for sales and profit this year. Dillon pointed to how keen customers are for discounts and how soft demand has been outside of Thanksgiving week  and other key selling periods. 
Retailers overall have offered mixed signals  about how resilient U.S. shoppers can remain. Their spending has been one of the main reasons the U.S. economy has avoided a recession  that earlier seemed inevitable  after the Federal Reserve hiked interest rates to crush inflation. But shoppers are now contending with still-high prices and a slowing job market. 

    


This week's highlight for Wall Street will be Friday's jobs report from the U.S. government, which will show how many people employers hired and fired last month. A narrower report released Wednesday morning suggested employers in the private sector increased their payrolls by less last month than economists expected. Hiring in manufacturing was the weakest since the spring, according to Nela Richardson, chief economist at ADP. 
The report strengthened traders' expectations that the Fed will cut its main interest rate again when it meets in two weeks.
The Fed began easing its main interest rate  from a two-decade high in September, hoping to offer more support for the job market. The central bank had appeared set to continue cutting rates into next year, but the election of Donald Trump has scrambled Wall Street's expectations somewhat. Trump's preference for higher tariffs  and other policies  could lead to higher inflation, which could alter the Fed's plans.

    


Fed Chair Jerome Powell said Wednesday  that the central bank can afford to cut rates cautiously because inflation has slowed from its peak two years ago and the economy remains sturdy. 
A separate report on Wednesday said health care, finance and other businesses in the U.S. services sector are continuing to grow, but not by as much as before and not by as much as economists expected. 
One respondent from the construction industry told the survey from the Institute for Supply Management that the Fed's rate cuts haven't pulled down mortgage rates  as much as hoped. Plus, "the unknown effect of tariffs clouds the future." 
In the bond market, the yield on the 10-year Treasury fell to 4.18% from 4.23% late Tuesday.
On Wall Street, Campbell's sank 6.2% for one of the S&P 500's sharper losses despite increasing its dividend and reporting a stronger profit than analysts expected. Its revenue fell short of Wall Street's expectations, and the National Football League's Washington Commanders hired Campbell's CEO Mark Clouse  as its team president. 

    


Gains for airline stocks helped offset that drop after JetBlue Airways said it saw stronger bookings for travel in November and December following the presidential election. It also said it's benefiting from lower fuel prices, as well as lower costs due to improved on-time performance.
JetBlue jumped 8.3%, while Southwest Airlines climbed 3.5%. 
All told, the S&P 500 rose 36.61 points to 6,086.49. The Dow climbed 308.51 to 45,014.04, and the Nasdaq composite rallied 254.21 to 19,735.12.
In stock markets abroad, South Korea's Kospi sank 1.4% following a night full of drama in Seoul. 
President Yoon Suk Yeol was facing possible impeachment after he suddenly declared martial law  on Tuesday night, prompting troops to surround the parliament. He revoked the martial law declaration six hours later.

In the crypto market, bitcoin climbed near $99,000 after Trump said he would nominate Paul Atkins, a cryptocurrency advocate, to chair the Securities and Exchange Commission.

    


___
AP Writers Matt Ott and Zimo Zhong contributed. 
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                    FILE - The American and Chinese flags wave at Genting Snow Park ahead of the 2022 Winter Olympics, in Zhangjiakou, China, on Feb. 2, 2022. A top White House official on Wednesday said at least eight U.S. telecom firms and dozens of nations have been impacted by a Chinese hacking campaign. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A top White House official on Wednesday said at least eight U.S. telecom firms and dozens of nations have been impacted by a Chinese hacking campaign.
Deputy national security adviser Anne Neuberger offered new details about the breadth of the sprawling Chinese hacking campaign that gave officials in Beijing access to private texts and phone conversations of an unknown number of Americans.
Neuberger divulged the scope of the hack a day after the FBI and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency issued guidance intended to help root out the hackers and prevent similar cyberespionage in the future. White House officials cautioned that the number of telecommunication firms and countries impacted could still grow.
The U.S. believes that the hackers were able to gain access to communications of senior U.S. government officials and prominent political figures through the hack, Neuberger said. 

    


"We don't believe any classified communications has been compromised," Neuberger added during a call with reporters. 
She noted that because the hack appeared to be targeting a relatively small group of individuals, only a small number of Americans' phone calls and texts have been compromised. Neuberger added that impacted companies are all responding, but none "have fully removed the Chinese actors from these networks."




 "So there is a risk of ongoing compromises to communications until U.S. companies address the cybersecurity gaps the Chinese are likely to maintain their access," Neuberger said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
She said that President Joe Biden has been briefed on the findings and that the White House "has made it a priority for the federal government to do everything it can to get to the bottom this."
The Chinese embassy in Washington on Tuesday rejected the accusations that it was responsible for the hack after the U.S. federal authorities issued new guidance.

    


"The U.S. needs to stop its own cyberattacks against other countries and refrain from using cyber security to smear and slander China," embassy spokesperson Liu Pengyu said.
The embassy did not immediately respond to messages on Wednesday.
White House officials believe that the hacking was regionally targeted and the focus was on very senior government officials.
Federal authorities confirmed in October that hackers linked to China targeted the phones of then-presidential candidate Donald Trump and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance, along with people associated with Democratic candidate Vice President Kamala Harris.
The number of countries impacted by the hack is currently believed to be in the "low, couple dozen," according to a senior administration official. 
The official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the White House, said they believed the hacks started at least a year or two ago.
The suggestions for telecom companies released Tuesday are largely technical in nature, urging encryption, centralization and consistent monitoring to deter cyber intrusions. 
If implemented, the security precautions could help disrupt the operation, which has been dubbed Salt Typhoon, and make it harder for China or any other nation to mount a similar attack in the future, experts say.

    


Neuberger pointed to efforts that have been made to beef up cybersecurity in the rail, aviation, energy and other sectors following the May 2021 ransomware attack on Colonial Pipeline.
"So, to prevent ongoing Salt typhoon type intrusions by China, we believe we need to apply a similar minimum cybersecurity practice," Neuberger said.

The cyberattack by a gang of criminal hackers on the critical U.S. pipeline, which delivers about 45% of the fuel used along the Eastern Seaboard, sent ripple effects across the economy, highlighting cybersecurity vulnerabilities in the nation's aging energy infrastructure. Colonial confirmed it paid $4.4 million to the gang of hackers who broke into its computer systems as it scrambled to get the nation's fuel pipeline back online.
___
Associated Press writer David Klepper contributed reporting.
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            1 of 13 | 
            Palestinians stand next to bodies of people killed in an Israeli airstrike in Muwasi, after they were brought to the morgue of a hospital in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            2 of 13 | 
            A Palestinian man carries a wounded child, following an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, as they arrive at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian walks past a destroyed building following an overnight Israeli strike in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians carry the body of victim of an overnight Israeli strike, outside a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            This undated photo provided by the Hostages Families Forum Headquarters shows the late Itay Svirsky who was taken hostage alive in the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attack. Israel's Shin Bet domestic security agency said Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, that Israeli forces recovered the body of Svirsky in Gaza. Israel believes that he was killed while in captivity by his captors who held on to his body.(Hostages Families Forum Headquarters via AP)
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            In this picture taken May 25, 2024, people looks at pictures of Hamas hostages, including Itay Svirsky, second from right, in Jerusalem. The Israeli military said Wednesday it had retrieved from Gaza the body of Svirsky who was taken hostage on Oct. 7, 2023, by Hamas and then killed in captivity.(AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Palestinians check the rubble of a destroyed building following an overnight Israeli strike in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A wounded Palestinian child is carried on a stretcher at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, following an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian man sits in an ambulance holding a wounded child, following an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, after arriving at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians carry the body of victim of an overnight Israeli strike, during a funeral in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian inspects the rubble of a destroyed building following an overnight Israeli strike in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians mourn over the body of victim of an overnight Israeli strike, during a funeral in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians pray before the funeral of a victim of an overnight Israeli strike, outside a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians stand next to bodies of people killed in an Israeli airstrike in Muwasi, after they were brought to the morgue of a hospital in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            A Palestinian man carries a wounded child, following an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, as they arrive at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian walks past a destroyed building following an overnight Israeli strike in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians carry the body of victim of an overnight Israeli strike, outside a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    Palestinians carry the body of victim of an overnight Israeli strike, outside a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            This undated photo provided by the Hostages Families Forum Headquarters shows the late Itay Svirsky who was taken hostage alive in the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attack. Israel's Shin Bet domestic security agency said Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, that Israeli forces recovered the body of Svirsky in Gaza. Israel believes that he was killed while in captivity by his captors who held on to his body.(Hostages Families Forum Headquarters via AP)
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            In this picture taken May 25, 2024, people looks at pictures of Hamas hostages, including Itay Svirsky, second from right, in Jerusalem. The Israeli military said Wednesday it had retrieved from Gaza the body of Svirsky who was taken hostage on Oct. 7, 2023, by Hamas and then killed in captivity.(AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Palestinians check the rubble of a destroyed building following an overnight Israeli strike in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A wounded Palestinian child is carried on a stretcher at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, following an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian man sits in an ambulance holding a wounded child, following an Israeli bombardment in Nuseirat, central Gaza, after arriving at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians carry the body of victim of an overnight Israeli strike, during a funeral in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian inspects the rubble of a destroyed building following an overnight Israeli strike in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 13

                                    
                                    A Palestinian inspects the rubble of a destroyed building following an overnight Israeli strike in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 13 | 
            Palestinians mourn over the body of victim of an overnight Israeli strike, during a funeral in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians pray before the funeral of a victim of an overnight Israeli strike, outside a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip (AP) -- Israeli airstrikes tore through a tent camp for displaced Palestinians in southern Gaza on Wednesday, sparking fires and killing at least 21 people, according to the head of a nearby hospital, in the latest assault on a sprawling tent city that Israel designated a humanitarian safe zone but has repeatedly targeted.
The Israeli military said it struck senior Hamas militants "involved in terrorist activities" in the area, without providing additional details, and said it took precautions to minimize harm to civilians.
The strike on the Muwasi tent camp was one of several deadly assaults across the Gaza Strip on Wednesday. An Israeli attack in central Gaza killed at least 10 more people, including four children, according to Palestinian medics.
Israel's devastating war in Gaza, launched after Hamas' October 2023 attack, shows no signs of ending after nearly 14 months. Hamas is still holding dozens of Israeli hostages, and most of Gaza's population has been displaced and is reliant on international food aid to survive. Israel is also pressing a major offensive in the isolated north, where experts say Palestinians might be experiencing famine. 

    


The Biden administration has pledged to make a new push for a Gaza ceasefire now that there's a truce in Lebanon between Israel and the militant group Hezbollah, ending more than a year of cross-border fighting. Meanwhile, President-elect Donald Trump demanded this week the release of hostages held by Hamas before he is sworn into office in January. 




Wednesday's strike in Muwasi -- a desolate area with few public services that holds hundreds of thousands of displaced people -- wounded at least 28 people, according to Atif al-Hout, the director of Nasser Hospital in the southern city of Khan Younis.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
An Associated Press journalist at the hospital counted at least 15 bodies, but said reaching a precise number was difficult because many of the dead were dismembered, some without heads or badly burned. In the morgue, an infant's blackened hand and face peeked out from beneath a heavy blanket used to transport bodies to the hospital. 

    


"It was like doomsday," said a wounded woman, Iman Jumaa, who held back tears as she described how the strike killed her father, her brothers and her brothers' children.
Videos and photos of the strike shared widely on social media showed flames and a column of black smoke rising into the night sky, as well as twisted metal tent frames and shredded fabric. Palestinian men searched through the still-burning wreckage, shouting, "Over here guys!" Further away, civilians stood at a distance, observing the destruction.
The military said the strikes had set off secondary blasts, indicating explosives present in the area had detonated. It was not possible to independently confirm the Israeli claims, and the strikes could also have ignited fuel, cooking gas canisters or other materials in the camp.
Shortly after the strike, Al-Awda Hospital said two people had been killed and 38 wounded in an attack on a residential block in the Nuseirat refugee camp. The military had no immediate comment on the strike, but said earlier strikes in central Gaza had hit "terrorist targets."

    


Israel says it tries to avoid harming civilians and blames Hamas for their deaths, saying the militants often operate in residential areas and are known to position tunnels, rocket launchers and other infrastructure near homes, schools and mosques.
Previous Israeli strikes on tent camps in Gaza have drawn widespread international outrage, such as when a wounded student's last moments were caught on video as he burned to death in a tent outside a hospital.
In northern Gaza, dozens of Palestinian families said Israel's expanding offensive had forcibly displaced them from schools-turned-shelters. Associated Press footage showed people on the road Wednesday leaving Beit Lahia, many crowded onto donkey carts with their belongings in their arms. Others walked on foot.
"This morning a quadcopter (drone) detonated four bombs at the school. There were people injured, human remains -- we left with nothing," said Sadeia al-Rahel.

    


The 57-year-old said her family has been eating grass, leaves, and animal feed for two months due to the lack of food aid in the north.
The amount of aid entering Gaza plunged in October, and hunger is widespread across the territory, even in central Gaza where aid groups have more access. Humanitarian organizations say Israeli restrictions, ongoing fighting and the breakdown of law and order make it difficult to deliver assistance. Israel has said it is working to increase the flow of aid. 
Israel's offensive has killed over 44,500 Palestinians in Gaza, mostly women and children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not say how many were combatants. The Israeli military says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.

    


The Oct. 7, 2023 Hamas-led attack on southern Israel killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and around 250 people were abducted. Some 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, at least a third of whom are believed to be dead.
On Wednesday, Israel said its forces recovered the body of a hostage who was captured alive during the Oct. 7 attack. Israel believes Itay Svirsky was killed by his captors.

The families of hostages held in Gaza have grown increasingly concerned that their loved ones are at risk so long as the war continues. Israel's military released on Wednesday the findings of a probe into the circumstances behind the deaths of six hostages whose bodies were recovered in August, determining they were probably shot by their captors after a nearby Israeli strike in February. 
___
Shurafa reported from Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip. Associated Press writer Tia Goldenberg in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/mideast-wars

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-gaza-war-news-12-04-2024-efb344dafb1ef0d6d2ec55a17a292ad4
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            France's far-right and left-wing lawmakers joined together Wednesday in a historic no-confidence vote prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier and his Cabinet members to resign, a first since 1962.
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            2 of 21 | 
            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier gets applause from ministers and parliament members after addressing the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier gets applause from ministers after addressing the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier leaves after addressing the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier addresses the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier addresses the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier holds a document during speeches at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier listens to speeches at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French far-right leader Marine Le Pen delivers her speech at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            10 of 21 | 
            French far-right leader Marine Le Pen delivers her speech at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            11 of 21 | 
            French far-right leader Marine Le Pen arrives to deliver her speech at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Lawmakers convene at the National Assembly during a debate and prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 21 | 
            French far-left France Unbowed party parliament member Eric Coquerel speaks at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Former French President and now socialist party parliament member Francois Hollande sits at the National Assembly before French lawmakers vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier, center, talks to people at the National Assembly before French lawmakers vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring down the prime minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            A scoreboard at the National Assembly shows the results of a no-confidence motion vote prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier to resign, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French far-right leader Marine Le Pen poses prior to an interview on French TV channel TF1, in Boulogne-Billancourt, outside Paris, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 after France's far-right and left-wing lawmakers joined together to vote a no-confidence motion prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier to resign. (Stephane de Sakutin, Pool via AP)
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            French far-right leader Marine Le Pen poses prior to an interview on French TV channel TF1, in Boulogne-Billancourt, outside Paris, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 after France's far-right and left-wing lawmakers joined together to vote a no-confidence motion prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier to resign. (Stephane de Sakutin, Pool via AP)
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            National Assembly president Yael Braun-Pivet announces the results after France's far-right and left-wing lawmakers joined together to vote a no-confidence motion prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier to resign, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French far-right leader Marine Le Pen, center, applauds with other National Rally parliament members during conservative lawmaker Eric Ciotti's speech prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 the National Assembly in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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        French lawmakers vote to oust prime minister in the first successful no-confidence vote since 1962
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                                    France's far-right and left-wing lawmakers joined together Wednesday in a historic no-confidence vote prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier and his Cabinet members to resign, a first since 1962.
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier gets applause from ministers and parliament members after addressing the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                    French Prime Minister Michel Barnier gets applause from ministers and parliament members after addressing the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 21 | 
            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier gets applause from ministers after addressing the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                    French Prime Minister Michel Barnier gets applause from ministers after addressing the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier leaves after addressing the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                    French Prime Minister Michel Barnier leaves after addressing the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier addresses the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                    French Prime Minister Michel Barnier addresses the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier addresses the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                    French Prime Minister Michel Barnier addresses the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier holds a document during speeches at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 21
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier listens to speeches at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                    French Prime Minister Michel Barnier listens to speeches at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French far-right leader Marine Le Pen delivers her speech at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                    French far-right leader Marine Le Pen delivers her speech at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French far-right leader Marine Le Pen delivers her speech at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                    French far-right leader Marine Le Pen delivers her speech at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French far-right leader Marine Le Pen arrives to deliver her speech at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                    French far-right leader Marine Le Pen arrives to deliver her speech at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Lawmakers convene at the National Assembly during a debate and prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                    Lawmakers convene at the National Assembly during a debate and prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French far-left leader Jean-Luc Melenchon, left, listens to speeches from the tribunes at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French far-left France Unbowed party parliament member Eric Coquerel speaks at the National Assembly prior to a no-confidence vote that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Former French President and now socialist party parliament member Francois Hollande sits at the National Assembly before French lawmakers vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring down the Prime Minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 21 | 
            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier, center, talks to people at the National Assembly before French lawmakers vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring down the prime minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                    French Prime Minister Michel Barnier, center, talks to people at the National Assembly before French lawmakers vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring down the prime minister and the government for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            17 of 21 | 
            A scoreboard at the National Assembly shows the results of a no-confidence motion vote prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier to resign, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                    A scoreboard at the National Assembly shows the results of a no-confidence motion vote prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier to resign, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French far-right leader Marine Le Pen poses prior to an interview on French TV channel TF1, in Boulogne-Billancourt, outside Paris, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 after France's far-right and left-wing lawmakers joined together to vote a no-confidence motion prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier to resign. (Stephane de Sakutin, Pool via AP)
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                                    French far-right leader Marine Le Pen poses prior to an interview on French TV channel TF1, in Boulogne-Billancourt, outside Paris, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 after France's far-right and left-wing lawmakers joined together to vote a no-confidence motion prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier to resign. (Stephane de Sakutin, Pool via AP)
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            French far-right leader Marine Le Pen poses prior to an interview on French TV channel TF1, in Boulogne-Billancourt, outside Paris, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 after France's far-right and left-wing lawmakers joined together to vote a no-confidence motion prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier to resign. (Stephane de Sakutin, Pool via AP)
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                                    French far-right leader Marine Le Pen poses prior to an interview on French TV channel TF1, in Boulogne-Billancourt, outside Paris, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 after France's far-right and left-wing lawmakers joined together to vote a no-confidence motion prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier to resign. (Stephane de Sakutin, Pool via AP)
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            20 of 21 | 
            National Assembly president Yael Braun-Pivet announces the results after France's far-right and left-wing lawmakers joined together to vote a no-confidence motion prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier to resign, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                    National Assembly president Yael Braun-Pivet announces the results after France's far-right and left-wing lawmakers joined together to vote a no-confidence motion prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier to resign, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French far-right leader Marine Le Pen, center, applauds with other National Rally parliament members during conservative lawmaker Eric Ciotti's speech prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 the National Assembly in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    21 of 21

                                    
                                    French far-right leader Marine Le Pen, center, applauds with other National Rally parliament members during conservative lawmaker Eric Ciotti's speech prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 the National Assembly in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- France's far-right and left-wing lawmakers joined together Wednesday in a historic no-confidence vote prompted by budget disputes that forces Prime Minister Michel Barnier and his Cabinet members to resign, a first since 1962.
The National Assembly approved the motion by 331 votes. A minimum of 288 were needed.
President Emmanuel Macron insisted he will serve the rest of his term until 2027. However, he will need to appoint a new prime minister for the second time after July's legislative elections led to a deeply divided parliament.
Macron will address the French on Thursday evening, his office said, without providing details. Barnier is expected to formally resign by then.
A conservative appointed in September, Barnier becomes the shortest-serving prime minister in France's modern Republic.
"I can tell you that it will remain an honor for me to have served France and the French with dignity," Barnier said in his final speech before the vote.
"This no-confidence motion... will make everything more serious and more difficult. That's what I'm sure of," he said.




Opposition to Barnier's proposed budget
Wednesday's crucial vote rose from fierce opposition to Barnier's proposed budget.
The National Assembly, France's lower house of parliament, is deeply fractured, with no single party holding a majority. It comprises three major blocs: Macron's centrist allies, the left-wing coalition New Popular Front, and the far-right National Rally. Both opposition blocs, typically at odds, are uniting against Barnier, accusing him of imposing austerity measures and failing to address citizens' needs.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Speaking on TF1 television after the vote, National Rally leader Marine Le Pen said "we had a choice to make, and our choice is to protect the French" from a "toxic" budget. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Le Pen also accused Macron of being "largely responsible for the current situation," adding that "the pressure on the President of the Republic will get stronger and stronger."

    


Speaking at the National Assembly ahead of the vote, hard-left lawmaker Eric Coquerel had called on the government to "stop pretending the lights will go out," noting the possibility of an emergency law to levy taxes from Jan. 1, based on this year's rules. 
"The special law will prevent a shutdown. It will allow us to get through the end of the year by delaying the budget by a few weeks," Coquerel said. 
Macron to pick a new prime minister
Macron must appoint a new prime minister, but the fragmented parliament remains unchanged. No new legislative elections can be held until at least July, creating a potential stalemate for policymakers.
Macron said discussions about him potentially resigning were "make-believe politics" during a trip to Saudi Arabia earlier this week, according to French media reports.
"I'm here because I've been elected twice by the French people," Macron said. He was also reported as saying: "We must not scare people with such things. We have a strong economy."
Impact on financial markets
While France is not at risk of a U.S.-style government shutdown, political instability could spook financial markets.
France is under pressure from the European Union to reduce its colossal debt. The country's deficit is estimated to reach 6% of gross domestic product this year and analysts say it could rise to 7% next year without drastic adjustments. The political instability could push up French interest rates, digging the debt even further.

    


Carsten Brzeski, global chief of macro at ING Bank, said uncertainty over France's future government and finances is deterring investment and growth. "The impact of France not having a government would clearly be negative for the growth of France and hence the Eurozone," Brzeski said.
France has seen bond market borrowing costs rise, bringing back ugly memories of the Greek debt crisis and default in 2010-2012.

Analysts say France is far from a similar crisis because much of its outstanding debt does not come due for years, and because its bonds remain in demand due to a shortage of German government bonds. Additionally, the European Central Bank could intervene to lower French borrowing costs in case of extreme market turmoil, though the bar for that remains high.
---
AP Journalist David McHugh in Frankfurt, Germany, contributed to the story.
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    Follow live updates and analysis on the Supreme Court's hearing on a challenge to a Tennessee law that bans gender-affirming care for transgender minors.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Hearing a high-profile culture-war clash, the Supreme Court on Wednesday seemed likely to uphold Tennessee's ban on gender-affirming care for minors.
The justices' decision, not expected for several months, could affect similar laws enacted by another 25 states and a range of other efforts to regulate the lives of transgender people, including which sports competitions they can join and which bathrooms they can use.
The case is being weighed by a conservative-dominated court after a presidential election in which Donald Trump and his allies promised to roll back protections for transgender people, showcasing the uneasy intersection between law, politics and individual rights.
The Biden administration's top Supreme Court lawyer warned a decision favorable to Tennessee also could be used to justify nationwide restrictions on transgender healthcare for minors. 

    


In arguments that lasted more than two hours, five of the six conservative justices voiced varying degrees of skepticism of arguments made by the administration and Chase Strangio, the ACLU lawyer for Tennessee families challenging the ban.




Chief Justice John Roberts, who voted in the majority in a 2020 case in favor of transgender rights, questioned whether judges, rather than lawmakers, should be weighing in on a question of regulating medical procedures, an area usually left to the states.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"The Constitution leaves that question to the people's representatives, rather than to nine people, none of whom is a doctor," Roberts said in an exchange with Strangio.
The court's three liberal justices seemed firmly on the side of the challengers. But it's not clear that any of the conservatives will go along. 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor pushed back against the assertion that the democratic process would be the best way to address objections to the law. She cited a history of laws discriminating against others, noting that transgender people make up less than 1% of the U.S. population, according to studies. There are an estimated 1.3 million adults and 300,000 adolescents aged 13 to 17 who identify as transgender, according the UCLA law school's Williams Institute.

    


"Blacks were a much larger part of the population and it didn't protect them. It didn't protect women for whole centuries," Sotomayor said in an exchange with Tennessee Solicitor General Matt Rice.
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson said she saw some troubling parallels between arguments made by Tennessee and those advanced by Virginia and rejected by a unanimous court, in the 1967 Loving decision that legalized interracial marriage nationwide. 
Quoting from the 57-year-old decision, Jackson noted that Virginia argued then that "the scientific evidence is substantially in doubt and, consequently, the court should defer to the wisdom of the state legislature."
Justice Neil Gorsuch, who wrote the majority opinion in 2020, said nothing during the arguments.
The arguments produced some riveting moments. Justice Samuel Alito repeatedly pressed Strangio, the first openly transgender lawyer to argue at the nation's highest court, about whether transgender people should be legally designated as a group that's susceptible to discrimination.

    


Strangio answered that being transgender does fit that legal definition, though he acknowledged under Alito's questioning there are a small number of people who de-transition. "So it's not an immutable characteristic, is it?" Alito said. 
Strangio did not retreat from his view, though he said the court did not have to decide the issue to resolve the case in his clients' favor.
There were dueling rallies outside the court in the hours before the arguments. Speeches and music filled the air on the sidewalk below the court's marble steps. Advocates of the ban bore signs like "Champion God's Design" and "Kids Health Matters," while the other side proclaimed "Fight like a Mother for Trans Rights" and "Freedom to be Ourselves."
Four years ago, the court ruled in favor of Aimee Stephens, who was fired by a Michigan funeral home after she informed its owner that she was a transgender woman. The court held that transgender people, as well as gay and lesbian people, are protected by a landmark federal civil rights law that prohibits sex discrimination in the workplace. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    


The Biden administration and the families and health care providers who challenged the Tennessee law urged the justices to apply the same sort of analysis that the majority, made up of liberal and conservative justices, embraced in the case four years ago when it found that "sex plays an unmistakable role" in employers' decisions to punish transgender people for traits and behavior they otherwise tolerate. 
The issue in the Tennessee case is whether the law violates the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment, which requires the government to treat similarly situated people the same.

    


Tennessee's law bans puberty blockers and hormone treatments for transgender minors, but allows the same drugs to be used for other purposes.
Solicitor General Elizabeth Prelogar, the administration's top Supreme Court lawyer, called the law sex-based line drawing to ban the use of drugs that have been safely prescribed for decades and said the state "decided to completely override the views of the patients, the parents, the doctors."
She contrasted the Tennessee law with one enacted by West Virginia, which set conditions for the health care for transgender minors, but stopped short of an outright ban.
Rice countered that lawmakers acted to regulate "risky, unproven medical interventions" and, at one point, likened the use of puberty blockers and hormone treatments to lobotomies and eugenics, now thoroughly discredited but once endorsed by large segments of the medical community. 
Rice argued that the Tennessee law doesn't discriminate based on sex, but rather based on the purpose of the treatment. Children can get puberty blockers to treat early onset puberty, but not as a treatment for gender dysphoria.
"Our fundamental point is there is no sex-based line here," Rice said.
While the challengers invoked the 2020 ruling in Bostock v. Clayton County for support, Tennessee relied on the court's precedent-shattering Dobbs decision in 2022 that ended nationwide protections for abortion and returned the issue to the states.
The two sides battled in their legal filings over the appropriate level of scrutiny the court should apply. It's more than an academic exercise.
The lowest level is known as rational basis review and almost every law looked at that way is ultimately upheld. Indeed, the federal appeals court in Cincinnati that allowed the Tennessee law to be enforced held that lawmakers acted rationally to regulate medical procedures, well within their authority.
The appeals court reversed a trial court that employed a higher level of review, heightened scrutiny, that applies in cases of sex discrimination. Under this more searching examination, the state must identify an important objective and show that the law helps accomplish it.
If the justices opt for heightened scrutiny, they could return the case to the appeals court to apply it. That's the course Prelogar and Strangio pushed for on Wednesday, though there did not seem to be much support for it. 
Gender-affirming care for youth is supported by every major medical organization, including the American Medical Association, the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American Psychiatric Association.
But Justices Clarence Thomas, Samuel Alito and Brett Kavanaugh all highlighted a point made by Tennessee in its legal briefs claiming that health authorities in Sweden, Finland, Norway and the United Kingdom found that the medical treatments "pose significant risks with unproven benefits."
If those countries "are pumping the brakes on this kind of treatment," Kavanaugh said, why should the Supreme Court question Tennessee's actions?
None of those countries has adopted a ban similar to the one in Tennessee and individuals can still obtain treatment, Prelogar said.
Kavanaugh, who has coached his daughters' youth basketball teams, also wondered whether a ruling against Tennessee would give transgender athletes "a constitutional right to participate in girls' sports."
Prelogar said a narrow decision would not affect the sports issue. 
___

Associated Press writers Lindsay Whitehurst, Andrew DeMillo in Little Rock, Arkansas, Geoff Mulvihill in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, and Kimberlee Kruesi in Nashville, Tennessee contributed to this report.
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                    A teenage girl uses her phone in Sydney, Friday, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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                                        It is an ambitious social experiment of our moment in history -- one that experts say could accomplish something that parents, schools and other governments have attempted with varying degrees of success: keeping kids off social media until they turn 16.
Australia's new law, approved by its Parliament last week, is an attempt to swim against many tides of modern life -- formidable forces like technology, marketing, globalization and, of course, the iron will of a teenager. And like efforts of the past to protect kids from things that parents believe they're not ready for, the nation's move is both ambitious and not exactly simple, particularly in a world where young people are often shaped, defined and judged by the online company they keep. 
The ban won't go into effect for another year. But how will Australia be able to enforce it? That's not clear, nor will it be easy. TikTok, Snapchat and Instagram have become so ingrained in young people's lives that going cold turkey will be difficult. 

    


Other questions loom. Does the ban limit kids' free expression and -- especially for those in vulnerable groups -- isolate them and curtail their opportunity to connect with members of their community? And how will social sites verify people's ages, anyway? Can't kids just get around such technicalities, as they so often do? 




This is, after all, the 21st century -- an era when social media is the primary communications tool for most of those born in the past 25 years who, in a fragmented world, seek the common cultures of trends, music and memes. What happens when big swaths of that fall away?
Is Australia's initiative a good, long-time-coming development that will protect the vulnerable, or could it become a well-meaning experiment with unintended consequences?

    


Platforms will be held liable
The law will make platforms including TikTok, Facebook, Snapchat, Reddit, X and Instagram liable for fines of up to 50 million Australian dollars ($33 million) for systemic failures to prevent children younger than 16 from holding accounts. "It's clear that social media companies have to be held accountable, which is what Australia is trying to do," said Jim Steyer, president and CEO of the nonprofit Common Sense Media. 
Leaders and parents in countries around the world are watching Australia's policy closely as many seek to protect young kids from the internet's dangerous corners -- and, not incidentally, from each other. Most nations have taken different routes, from parental consent requirements to minimum age limits.
Many child safety experts, parents and even teens who have waited to get on social media consider Australia's move a positive step. They say there's ample reason to ensure that children wait.
"What's most important for kids, just like adults, is real human connection. Less time alone on the screen means more time to connect, not less," said Julie Scelfo, the founder of Mothers Against Media Addiction, or MAMA, a grassroots group of parents aimed at combatting the harms of social media to children. "I'm confident we can support our kids in interacting in any number of ways aside from sharing the latest meme."

    


The harms to children from social media have been well documented in the two decades since Facebook's launch ushered in a new era in how the world communicates. Kids who spend more time on social media, especially as tweens or young teenagers, are more likely to experience depression and anxiety, according to multiple studies -- though it is not yet clear if there is a causal relationship.
What's more, many are exposed to content that is not appropriate for their age, including pornography and violence, as well as social pressures about body image and makeup. They also face bullying, sexual harassment and unwanted advances from their peers as well as adult strangers. Because their brains are not fully developed, teenagers, especially younger ones the law is focused on, are also more affected by social comparisons than adults, so even happy posts from friends can send them into a negative spiral.

    


What unintended harms could be caused? 
Many major initiatives, particularly those aimed at social engineering, can produce side effects -- often unintended. Could that happen here? What, if anything, do kids stand to lose by separating kids and the networks in which they participate? 
Paul Taske, associate director of litigation at the tech lobbying group NetChoice, says he considers the ban "one of the most extreme violations of free speech on the world stage today" even as he expressed relief that the First Amendment prevents such law in the United States
"These restrictions would create a massive cultural shift," Taske said. 
"Not only is the Australian government preventing young people from engaging with issues they're passionate about, but they're also doing so even if their parents are ok with them using digital services," he said. "Parents know their children and their needs the best, and they should be making these decisions for their families -- not big government. That kind of forcible control over families inevitably will have downstream cultural impacts."

    


David Inserra, a fellow for Free Expression and Technology, Cato Institute, called the bill "about as useful as an ashtray on a motorbike" in a recent blog post. While Australia's law doesn't require "hard verification" such as an uploaded ID, he said, it calls for effective "age assurance." He said no verification system can ensure accuracy while also protecting privacy and not impacting adults in the process. 
Privacy advocates have also raised concerns about the law's effect on online anonymity, a cornerstone of online communications -- and something that can protect teens on social platforms.
"Whether it be religious minorities and dissidents, LGBTQ youth, those in abusive situations, whistleblowers, or countless other speakers in tricky situations, anonymous speech is a critical tool to safely challenge authority and express controversial opinions," Inserra said. 
A spot check of kids at one mall in the Australian city of Brisbane on Wednesday didn't turn up a great deal of worry, though. 
"Social media is still important because you get to talk to people, but I think it's still good that they're like limiting it," said Swan Son, a 13-year-old student at Brisbane State High School. She said she has had limited exposure to social media and wouldn't really miss it for a couple of years. Her parents already enforce a daily one-hour limit. And as for her friends? "I see them at school every day, so I think I'll be fine."
Conor Negric, 16, said he felt he'd dodged a bullet because of his age. Still, he considers the law reasonable. "I think 16 is fine. Some kids, I know some kids like 10 who're on Instagram, Snapchat. I only got Instagram when I was 14."
His mom, Sive Negric, who has two teenage sons, said she was happy for her boys to avoid exposure to social media too early: "That aspect of the internet, it's a bit `meanland.'"
Other countries are trying to figure it out, too
Parents in Britain and across Europe earlier this year organized on platforms such as WhatsApp and Telegram to promise not to buy smartphones for children younger than 12 or 13. This approach costs almost no money and requires no government enforcement. In the United States, some parents are keeping kids off social media either informally or as part of an organized campaign such as Wait Until 8th, a group that helps parents delay kids' access to social media and phones.
This fall, Norway announced plans to ban kids under 15 from using social media, while France is testing a smartphone ban for kids under 15 in a limited number of schools -- a policy that could be rolled out nationwide if successful. 
U.S. lawmakers have held multiple congressional hearings -- most recently in January -- on child online safety. Still, the last federal law aimed at protecting children online was enacted in 1998, six years before Facebook's founding. In July, the U.S. Senate overwhelmingly passed legislation designed to protect children from dangerous online content, pushing forward with what would be the first major effort by Congress in decades to hold tech companies more accountable. But the Kids Online Safety Act has since stalled in the House.
While several states have passed laws requiring age verification, those are stuck in court. Utah became the first state to pass laws regulating children's social media use in 2023. In September, a judge issued the preliminary injunction against the law, which would have required social media companies to verify the ages of users, apply privacy settings and limit some features. NetChoice has also obtained injunctions temporarily halting similar laws in several other states.
And last May, U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy said there is insufficient evidence to show social media is safe for kids. He urged policymakers to treat social media like car seats, baby formula, medication and other products children use.

"Why should social media products be any different? Scelfo said. "Parents cannot possibly bear the entire responsibility of keeping children safe online, because the problems are baked into the design of the products."
___
Associated Press Writers John Pye in Brisbane, Australia and Laurie Kellman in London contributed to this story.
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                                        It was a history-making event: In a chapel at Fort Liberty, North Carolina, 2nd Lt. Khady Ndiaye stood proudly -- wearing a hijab - as she became the first Muslim woman commissioned by the U.S. Army as a chaplain candidate.
Presiding over the ceremony in June was Maj. Gen. Bill Green, the Army's chief of chaplains. He said the chaplains serve more than 200 faith groups, "while caring for the entire Army family ... regardless of their personal beliefs."
That ethos - a commitment to religious diversity throughout a U.S. military with 1.3 million active-duty troops -- could be strained if Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee for defense secretary, is confirmed as the next Pentagon leader.
Hegseth sometimes conveys his conservative Christian outlook in militaristic terms, has justified the medieval Crusades that pitted Christians against Muslims, and evokes the specter of Islamists seeking to impose their faith on non-Muslims. He has denounced the military's initiatives to foster diversity, equity and inclusion, which include religion among other categories.

    


Today's military "is one of the most diverse institutions in American society, racially, ethnically and especially religiously," said Ronit Stahl, author of "Enlisting Faith: How the Military Chaplaincy Shaped Religion and State in Modern America." 




"Overall, the military was an engine of religious inclusion and really thinking about how to manage religious pluralism, but it was not a smooth or easy process," said Stahl, a professor of history at the University of California at Berkeley. "To have a secretary of defense who promulgates a worldview or operates within a worldview where not just Christianity, but a certain strand of Christianity, is the right religion, potentially changes the tenor of what an ethos of religious pluralism looks like in the military."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The military chaplaincy has evolved as America has diversified. It originally functioned with mainline Protestant and Catholic chaplains, expanding during World War I to include such groups as Jews and Mormons.

    


Recent decades have seen the military's first Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist chaplains. The military has also made accommodations such as allowing Sikhs to maintain their religiously mandated turbans and beards.
Today, about 70% of active-duty military identify as Christian - including about 20% Catholic and about half Protestant or other Christian, according to a 2019 congressional report. About a quarter of troops were listed as "other/unclassified/unknown," with small percentages of atheists/agonistics, Jews, Muslims and adherents of Eastern religions.
The Defense Department could not immediately confirm the figures. But they roughly match Americans' religious demographics overall. 
Today, the Army's careers-and-jobs website depicts its chaplaincy as "a multi-faith program -- ministers, priests, imams, rabbis, and more."
The mission for its chaplains: "Observe the distinct doctrines of your faith while honoring other denominations and ensuring the right for others to observe their own."

    


Rabbi Scott Klein. who serves as an Army chaplain within the 82nd Airborne Division and is garrison rabbi at Fort Liberty, said the military "has made significant strides in fostering an interfaith environment."
"One area where I think we can continue to improve is in education and training," he said via email. "Providing more opportunities for service members to learn about different faith traditions would further break down barriers and misconceptions."
The U.S. Navy reports that it has 874 chaplains. Most have a range of Protestant affiliations, including 101 Southern Baptists. They also include 46 Catholics, 18 Latter-day Saints, 12 Jewish, 9 Eastern Orthodox, 4 Muslim and 1 Buddhist. Statistics from other branches were not immediately available.
Hegseth's nomination requires confirmation from the Senate, where he's facing deepening scrutiny over other controversies. He is subject to multiple allegations that have emerged in the media about alcohol intoxication at work events, sexual misconduct and potential financial mismanagement. He was flagged as a possible "Insider Threat" by a fellow service member in 2021.

    


Hegseth, an author and former Fox News host, is an Army National Guard veteran of deployments to Iraq, Afghanistan and Guantanamo Bay.
He has written of America as a Judeo-Christian nation, portraying the founders as Christians despite what historians say were their diverse religious views. He said Americans of any religion are welcome in a "righteous crusade for human freedom," though he often fuses Christian and American identity. "We Christians -- alongside our Jewish friends and their remarkable army in Israel -- need to pick up the sword of unapologetic Americanism and defend ourselves," he wrote in his 2020 book, "American Crusade." 

    


Mikey Weinstein, president of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, said Hegseth "promotes the concept of fundamentalist Christian dominance and supremacy." 
Weinstein, an Air Force veteran, said military personnel have the right to practice and proclaim their faith - but within constitutional restrictions on the "time, place and manner" of such expressions.
"Christian nationalists like Hegseth believe there are no limits on when they can deploy their faith," Weinstein said.
But other veterans are supporting Hegseth, including Damon Friedman, a retired 20-year Marine and Air Force veteran who now leads SOF Missions, a Florida-based program aiming to reduce veteran suicides.
Friedman, who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, said he shares Hegseth's Christian faith. That didn't interfere with his duty to lead troops regardless of their religion, he said.
"We live in a free country. We get warriors of all faiths," said Friedman, a retired lieutenant colonel.
He favors Hegseth's goal of rolling back diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives, which he contended is causing the military to focus on members' various identities rather than on solidarity in being a "war-fighting machine."
"We just need to get back to being green," he said, referring to the primary uniform color.
Sen. Bill Hagerty, R-Tennessee, concurred.
"We need to get back to business, and I think Pete is just the person to do it," Hagerty said recently on ABC's "This Week with George Stephanopoulos'' .
Some concerns about Hegseth center on his views toward Islam and the religious motivations he cites for supporting Israel. 
He has spoken enthusiastically about the possibility of a restored Jewish temple on its ancient site in Jerusalem. Such a move would involve the geopolitically explosive step of displacing the Al-Aqsa Mosque - one of Islam's holiest sites and a symbol of Palestinian aspirations. 
Hegseth made his comments at a 2018 conference in Jerusalem. He rejected Palestinian aspirations for statehood, saying there is "no such thing as the outcome of a two-state solution, there is one state."
Hegseth bears a prominent tattoo proclaiming "Deus Vult," ("God Wills It"), the Latin phrase attributed to the 11th century pope who called the First Crusade. That launched two centuries of fierce, intermittent warfare between Christian and Muslim armies in and around the Holy Land.
Hegseth wrote in his book that he wasn't romanticizing the Crusades and but said the "present moment is much like the eleventh century." He called for Christians, Jews and the Israeli army to "push Islamism back," culturally and when necessary militarily.
He defined Islamism as an ideology imposing Islam on others. He contended that moderate Muslims may be peaceful but are either "complicit in Islamism's expansion or impotent to reverse it."
The Council on American-Islamic Relations opposes Hegseth's nomination.
"If President-Elect Trump is serious about pursuing peace abroad and putting American interests above the interests of foreign governments, he should reconsider Mr. Hegseth's nomination," the Muslim advocacy organization said.
Thomas Lecaque, a professor of history at Grand View University, said the "Deus Vult" expression is unambiguously militant. 
"There is no version of 'Deus Vult' that means anything other than a call for violence," said Lecaque, who studies religious violence from the Crusades to modern America.
The Trump-Vance transition team did not return emails seeking comment. Emails to Hegseth and his attorney also did not receive replies. 
Larry Wilkerson, a retired colonel with 31 years in the military and an advisory board member of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, said Hegseth is an alarming choice.
"Diversity is a strength, but you've got to know how to lead it," said Wilkerson, a former chief of staff to Secretary of State Colin Powell. "You don't do it by forcing the majority's or even a large minority's views on them."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            President Joe Biden watches a traditional dance after arriving at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            A poster showing President Joe Biden and Angola's President Joao Lourenco is seen during a welcome ceremony at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden and Chief Operating Officer of Lobito Atlantic Railway Nicolas Gregoire meet rail workers during the tour of the Lobito Port Terminal in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden, accompanied by Angola's President Joao Lourenco, center, and President Felix Tshisekedi of the Democratic Republic of the Congo visits the Carrinho food processing factory near Lobito, Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden boards Air Force One at Quatro de Fevereiro International Airport in Luanda, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden disembarks Air Force One after arriving at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden and Chief Operating Officer of Lobito Atlantic Railway Nicolas Gregoire tour the Lobito Port Terminal in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden and Chief Operating Officer of Lobito Atlantic Railway Nicolas Gregoire tour the Lobito Port Terminal in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Angolan soldiers escort the motorcade of President Joe Biden in Luanda, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            A poster showing President Joe Biden and Angola's President Joao Lourenco is seen during a welcome ceremony at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden watches a traditional dance after arriving at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden, center, and Angola's President Joao Lourenco, right, tour the Lobito Port Terminal in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Angolan Minister of Transport Ricardo Daniel speaks to President Joe Biden accompanied by, from his left, President Joao Lourenco of the Republic of Angola, President Felix Tshisekedi of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, President Hakainde Hichilema of the Republic of Zambia and Vice President Philip Mpango of the United Republic of Tanzania during a tour of the Lobito Port Terminal, in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            A sniper stands on a platform during President Joe Biden's tour of he Lobito Port Terminal in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            From the left, Zambia President Hakainde Hichilema, Angola's President Joao Lourenco, President Joe Biden, President Felix Tshisekedi of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Vice President of Tanzania Philip Isdor Mpango pose for a photo during the visit to the Carrinho food processing factory near Lobito, Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden participates in the Lobito Corridor Trans-Africa Summit at the Carrinho food processing factory near Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Zambia President Hakainde Hichilema speaks during the Lobito Corridor Trans-Africa Summit at the Carrinho food processing factory near Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Angola's President Joao Lourenco participates in the Lobito Corridor Trans-Africa Summit at the Carrinho food processing factory near Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden and Chief Operating Officer of Lobito Atlantic Railway Nicolas Gregoire tour the Lobito Port Terminal in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden watches a traditional dance after arriving at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 19

                                    
                                    President Joe Biden watches a traditional dance after arriving at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 19 | 
            A poster showing President Joe Biden and Angola's President Joao Lourenco is seen during a welcome ceremony at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden and Chief Operating Officer of Lobito Atlantic Railway Nicolas Gregoire meet rail workers during the tour of the Lobito Port Terminal in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden, accompanied by Angola's President Joao Lourenco, center, and President Felix Tshisekedi of the Democratic Republic of the Congo visits the Carrinho food processing factory near Lobito, Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden boards Air Force One at Quatro de Fevereiro International Airport in Luanda, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden disembarks Air Force One after arriving at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden and Chief Operating Officer of Lobito Atlantic Railway Nicolas Gregoire tour the Lobito Port Terminal in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden and Chief Operating Officer of Lobito Atlantic Railway Nicolas Gregoire tour the Lobito Port Terminal in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden watches a traditional dance after arriving at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden, center, and Angola's President Joao Lourenco, right, tour the Lobito Port Terminal in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Angolan Minister of Transport Ricardo Daniel speaks to President Joe Biden accompanied by, from his left, President Joao Lourenco of the Republic of Angola, President Felix Tshisekedi of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, President Hakainde Hichilema of the Republic of Zambia and Vice President Philip Mpango of the United Republic of Tanzania during a tour of the Lobito Port Terminal, in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            A sniper stands on a platform during President Joe Biden's tour of he Lobito Port Terminal in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            From the left, Zambia President Hakainde Hichilema, Angola's President Joao Lourenco, President Joe Biden, President Felix Tshisekedi of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Vice President of Tanzania Philip Isdor Mpango pose for a photo during the visit to the Carrinho food processing factory near Lobito, Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden participates in the Lobito Corridor Trans-Africa Summit at the Carrinho food processing factory near Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Zambia President Hakainde Hichilema speaks during the Lobito Corridor Trans-Africa Summit at the Carrinho food processing factory near Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Angola's President Joao Lourenco participates in the Lobito Corridor Trans-Africa Summit at the Carrinho food processing factory near Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden and Chief Operating Officer of Lobito Atlantic Railway Nicolas Gregoire tour the Lobito Port Terminal in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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                                        LOBITO, Angola (AP) -- President Joe Biden pledged another $600 million Wednesday for an ambitious multi-country rail project in Africa as one of the final foreign policy moves of his administration, and told African leaders the resource-rich continent of more than 1.4 billion people had been "left behind for much too long."
"But not anymore," Biden added. "Africa is the future."
Biden used the third and final day of a visit to Angola -- his long-awaited first trip to sub-Saharan Africa as president -- to travel to the coastal city of Lobito and tour an Atlantic port terminal that's part of the Lobito Corridor railway redevelopment.
Biden described it as the largest U.S. investment in a train project outside America. The U.S. and allies are investing heavily in the project that will refurbish nearly 2,000 kilometers (1,200 miles) of train lines connecting to the mineral-rich areas of Congo and Zambia in central Africa.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Biden in Africa pledges millions more for a rail project the US hopes will boost its influence there
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports 'Amtrak Joe' Biden is using his visit to Angola to promote a major African rail project.

    


    


The corridor, which likely will take years to complete, gives the U.S. better access to cobalt, copper and other critical minerals in Congo and Zambia that are used in batteries for electric vehicles, electronic devices and clean energy technologies that Biden said would power the future.




China is dominant in mining in Congo and Zambia. The U.S. investment has strategic implications for U.S.-China economic competition, which went up a notch this week as they traded blows over access to key materials and technologies.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The African leaders who met with Biden on Wednesday said the railway corridor offered their countries a much faster route for minerals and goods -- and a convenient outlet to Western markets.
"This is a project that is full of hope for our countries and our region," said Congo President Felix Tshisekedi, whose country has more than 70% of the word's cobalt. "This is not just a logistical project. It is a driving force for economic and social transformation for millions of our people."

    


The leaders said the corridor should spur private-sector investment and improve a myriad of related areas like roads, communication networks, agriculture and clean energy technologies.
For the African countries, it could create a wave of new jobs for a burgeoning young population.
"It's a huge, huge opportunity," said Zambian President Hakainde Hichilema. "It's good for Africa."
Cargo that once took 45 days to get to the U.S. -- usually involving trucks via South Africa -- would now take around 45 hours, Biden said. He predicted the project could transform the region from a food importer to exporter.
It's "something that if done right will outlast all of us and keep delivering for our people for generations to come," he said.
The announcement of an additional $600 million took the U.S.'s investment in the Lobito Corridor to $4 billion. The corridor has drawn financing from others including the European Union, the Group of Seven leading industrialized nations, a Western-led private consortium and African banks. Biden said the total investment was $6 billion.

    


Some calling for more U.S. involvement in Africa hope it will mark a new era of U.S.-Africa engagement.
Much of that depends on the administration of Donald Trump, who takes office Jan. 20. The White House says Republicans in Congress have supported past efforts to promote African business interests through targeted investments and that such initiatives have appealed to Trump in the past.
Trump also supports measures to counter China, and some see the Lobito Corridor as a direct counter to the Belt and Road Initiative infrastructure strategy that China has used to promote its economic and political influence in Africa and elsewhere.
A senior U.S. administration official called the Lobito Corridor the heart of competing with China not as a political adversary but from a business standpoint by sparking investment and helping countries over the long term.
The U.S. is looking to replicate the Lobito Corridor project in other parts of the world, said the official, who briefed reporters on condition of anonymity to offer details that hadn't yet been made public.

    


Biden had promised to visit sub-Saharan Africa last year but the trip was delayed. He was greeted Monday by thousands of Angolans on the streets of the capital, Luanda.
Angola has long and strong ties to China, and the Biden administration's ability to win it over as a partner for such a major project has been viewed as a rare success for the U.S. in Africa.

Biden, who has about six weeks left in office, said he would like to come back to see the railway's progress. "I want to come back and ride the whole thing," he told the African leaders, before departing.
___
Imray reported from Cape Town, South Africa.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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                    FILE - President-elect Donald Trump speaks at meeting of the House GOP conference, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Chad Chronister, Donald Trump's pick to run the Drug Enforcement Administration, has withdrawn his name from consideration for the job, becoming the second person selected by the president-elect to bow out quickly after being selected for a position requiring Senate confirmation. Trump says he pulled the plug.
The sheriff of Hillsborough County, Florida, said Tuesday in a post on X that he was backing away from the opportunity, which he called "the honor of a lifetime."
"Over the past several days, as the gravity of this very important responsibility set in, I've concluded that I must respectfully withdraw from consideration," Chronister wrote. He did not elaborate.
On Wednesday, Trump claimed he was the one who made the call.
"He didn't pull out, I pulled him out, because I did not like what he said to my pastors and other supporters," Trump wrote on Truth Social, his social media website. 

    


Chronister had faced backlash from some conservatives, who raised concerns over his actions during the COVID-19 pandemic and his saying that his office "does not engage in federal immigration enforcement activities."




In March 2020, Chronister arrested the pastor of a megachurch who held services with hundreds of people and violated a safer-at-home order in place aimed at limiting the spread of the coronavirus.
"Shame on this pastor, their legal staff and the leaders of this staff for forcing us to do our job. That's not what we wanted to do during a declared state of emergency," Chronister said at the time. "We are hopeful that this will be a wakeup call."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
U.S. Rep. Thomas Massie, R-Ky, was among those airing public complaints, saying Chronister should be "disqualified" for the arrest.
Others flagged comments Chronister made in a video about Florida's immigration laws that he released in 2023 that circulated again online after Trump named him last weekend.

    


In the video, Chronister praised the "rich diversity" of his community and called it "a place where people from all walks of life come together."
He said it was important to note his office "does not engage in federal immigration enforcement activities. We do not target individuals based on their immigration status. That's the authority of federal agencies."
Trump has made a sweeping crackdown on immigration a central focus of his campaign and his aims for his coming administration.

Matt Gaetz, Trump's first pick to serve as attorney general, also withdrew his name for a post in the incoming administration. Gaetz dropped out after scrutiny over a federal sex trafficking investigation that cast doubt on his ability to be confirmed as the nation's chief federal law enforcement officer.
___
Associated Press writers Adriana Gomez Licon in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and Chris Megerian in Washington contributed to this report. 
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                    FILE - Bottles of raw milk are displayed for sale at a store in Temecula, Calif., on Wednesday, May 8, 2024. (AP Photo/JoNel Aleccia, file)
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                                        A California farm expanded a recall of raw milk sold in stores and halted production after state health and agriculture officials found bird flu virus in more milk samples.
Raw Farm, of Fresno, voluntarily recalled all whole milk and cream products from stores late Tuesday after tests found bird flu virus in "multiple" retail samples and dairy storage and bottling sites. The recall covers all Raw Farm milk and cream produced between Nov. 9 and Nov. 27.
The California Department of Food and Agriculture quarantined the farm and suspended distribution of raw milk, cream, kefir, butter and cheese products produced on or after Nov. 27. 
"Californians are strongly encouraged not to consume any raw milk or cream products in their possession or still on store shelves," officials said in a statement.
The move followed recalls of two lots of Raw Farm products after bird flu was first detected in retail milk on Nov. 21. 

    


No known cases of bird flu virus have been confirmed in people who drank raw milk, health officials said. Pasteurized milk is heat-treated to kill the virus and remains safe to drink.




Pet owners also should avoid feeding Raw Farm products sold nationwide as "pet food topper" or "pet food kefir" to their animals, who can become ill, health officials said. Cats on farms with infected cows have developed brain damage and died after drinking contaminated raw milk. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Bird flu virus, also known as Type A H5N1 avian influenza, was detected for the first time in U.S. dairy cows in March. The virus has been spreading rapidly, particularly in California, where nearly 500 of the more than 700 infected U.S. herds have been detected.
The virus has infected 57 people in the U.S. this year, including 31 in California, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Mild illnesses have been seen in dairy and poultry workers who had close contact with infected animals. In two cases, an adult in Missouri and a child in California, no known source of the illnesses have been identified. No cases of bird flu spreading between people have been detected in the U.S.

    


Health officials have long warned against drinking raw milk because it can contain germs that cause illnesses that range from mild to life-threatening. 
Raw Farm's owner, Mark McAfee, has called for less raw milk regulation. In an Instagram post on Wednesday, farm officials said they were working to restore supply quickly. 
"There are no illnesses associated with H5N1 in our products. But rather this is a political issue," the post said. "There are no food safety issues with our products or consumer safety. We are working towards resolving this political issue while being cooperative with our government regulatory agencies." 
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., who has been tapped as the nation's top health official, has vowed to allow wider distribution of raw milk. McAfee told The Associated Press that Kennedy is a customer of his products. Kennedy has criticized agriculture departments for cracking down on raw milk and promised that the Food and Drug Administration's " aggressive suppression " of unpasteurized milk would end under President-elect Donald Trump.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            President-elect Donald Trump's pick for Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth spent a second day Tuesday on Capitol Hill meeting privately with Republican senators. He is facing questions about his ability to effectively lead the Pentagon following a sexual assault allegation, which he has denied.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's pick for Defense Secretary, spent a second day on Capitol Hill, meeting privately with Republican senators amid rising questions about his ability to effectively lead the Pentagon.
Hegseth told reporters Tuesday that he was planning to sit down with senators, even with those potentially skeptical of his nomination. 
"We're going to meet with every senator that wants to meet with us, across the board," Hegseth as he went from office to office. "And we welcome their advice as we go through the advice and counsel process."
Trump tapped the Fox News co-host, a former Army National Guard major and combat veteran who deployed to both Iraq and Afghanistan, as his Secretary of Defense, typically among the first Cabinet posts to be considered by the U.S. Senate for confirmation.
But Hegseth is running into questions amid a sexual assault allegation, which he has denied, and other emerging reports about his work conduct and history.

    


GOP Sen. Lindsey Graham said some of the reports are "disturbing."
"I want to make sure that every young woman that joins the military feels respected and welcomed," Graham told CBS News.




The South Carolina lawmaker told the AP later that he doesn't know whether to believe the allegations, and Hegseth "has a chance to say that's true or not true."
Sen. Josh Hawley, R-Mo., said he's seen the reports. "I'll get the chance to talk to him, and I'm sure he'll address them," he said. "But my view is, have the hearing."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Before he was tapped to serve as a weekend host of "Fox & Friends," Hegseth served at two veterans advocacy groups, Concerned Veterans for America and Veterans For Freedom.
In new allegations this week, the New Yorker cited what it described as a whistleblower report and other documents about his time leading CVA that alleged multiple incidents of alcohol intoxication at work events, inappropriate behavior around female staffers and financial mismanagement.

    


NBC News reported that several unnamed current and former Fox employees who worked with Hegseth said his drinking habits raised concerns, including some who said he would show up smelling of alcohol.
The Associated Press spoke to four people who had either worked at CVA or were familiar with Hegseth's time there who insisted on anonymity because they were not allowed to speak to the media or had signed nondisclosure agreements.
While the group's all-day conferences could run late and often wind up at a nearby bar, three of the four said they had not seen Hegseth intoxicated at events.
One person who had been connected to CVA told the AP, however, that some employees had raised concerns about Hegseth's alcohol use but said that his departure from the group was more connected to growing ideological differences between him and the network of conservative nonprofits funded by billionaire donors Charles Koch and his late brother, David Koch.
Trump is drawing from the ranks of loyalists to fill his administration and to Cabinet positions, often stunning Washington with unusual choices that are provocative and testing the senators who will be asked to confirm them under the chamber's advise and consent role.

    


An early pick, Matt Gaetz, the former congressman from Florida, abruptly withdrew from consideration when it became clear that Senate support was crumbling. Gaetz, who had been investigated but never charged in a federal sex trafficking probe, faced a House Ethics investigation over sexual misconduct.
Trump's choices can only afford to lose a few detractors in the Senate, where it takes majority approval to be confirmed. Republicans will have a 53-seat majority in the new year, meaning four GOP votes could sink a nominee, if all Democrats are opposed.
Republican senators have been weighing their options. 
If confirmed, Hegseth would not only be part of critical command and control of the nation's nuclear weapons, he would be sixth in the line of succession to the presidency. It's a position that ages its occupants and demands constant response, due to the number of middle-of-the-night contingencies that can occur when U.S. service members are put in harm's way.

    


There have been private discussions among senators about the allegations and how to approach the situation, according to one person granted anonymity to discuss the private conversations.
During a closed-door meeting with about a dozen senators late Monday evening, none asked Hegseth about the allegations against him.
"You know what? The American people care about restoring our military," said Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, after the meeting. He decried as "shameful" the criticism of Hegseth.
While Republican senators are reluctant to raise questions publicly -- and several dismissed the reports outright -- many of them indicated he could face tough questions in a confirmation hearing.

    


"That's what the process is for," said Utah Rep. John Curtis, an incoming freshman senator.
Questions about Hegseth and other nominees are "why a background check is important, why a committee investigation is critical," said Maine Sen. Susan Collins. 
Alabama Sen. Tommy Tuberville said after meeting Monday with Hegseth that he is very supportive of the nomination. 
But Tuberville said of the allegations: "If it's to a certain degree, people aren't going to vote to confirm him."
Hegseth, 44, was a co-host of Fox News Channel's "Fox and Friends Weekend" and had been a contributor with the network since 2014. He developed a friendship with Trump, who made regular appearances on the show.
Hegseth served in the Army National Guard from 2002 to 2021, deploying to Iraq in 2005 and Afghanistan in 2011 and earning two Bronze Stars. He lacks senior military and national security experience and would oversee global crises ranging from Europe to the Middle East. 

A woman told police that she was sexually assaulted in 2017 by Hegseth after he took her phone, blocked the door to a California hotel room and refused to let her leave, according to a detailed investigative report recently made public. 
Hegseth told police at the time that the encounter had been consensual and has denied any wrongdoing.
___
Associated Press writers Byron Tau and Kimberly Kindy and researcher Rhonda Shafner in New York contributed to this report.
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                    FILE -A woman walks passed a 12-meter Amazon tree trunk placed in front of the European Union Council building by environmental activists in Brussels, July 2, 2008 (AP Photo/Thierry Charlier), File)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- The European Union agreed to delay by a year the introduction of new rules to ban the sale of products that lead to massive deforestation, caving in to demands from several producer nations from across the globe and domestic opposition within the 27-nation bloc. 
Officials said Wednesday that the EU member states, the EU parliament and the executive Commission reached an agreement in principle following weeks of haggling whether the initial rules would have to be watered down even further than the simple delay by one year. Originally, it was supposed to kick in this month. 
The deforestation law is aimed at preserving forests on a global scale by only allowing forest-related products that are sustainable and do not involve the degradation of forests. It applies to things like cocoa, coffee, soy, cattle, palm oil, rubber, wood and products made from them. Deforestation is the second-biggest source of carbon emissions after fossil fuels. 

    


The lead negotiator among the different EU institutions, Christine Schneider, called the delay to implement nature protection rules "a victory," adding it would give foresters and farmers protection from "excessive bureaucracy." 




Environmentalists immediately criticized the move. 
"With our planet's forests destroyed further every day, we cannot afford delays to much-needed environmental protection laws like the EU's anti-deforestation legislation," said said Giulia Bondi of the Global Witness group. .

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Officials from leading exporters of affected commodities -- including Brazil, Indonesia and the Ivory Coast -- fear the regulation could act as a trade barrier, hit small farmers and disrupt supply chains. 
 Under the deal, the rules are now scheduled to start Dec. 30, 2025, for large companies, and June 30, 2026, for small companies. The different EU institutions will still have to individually approve the deal but since they agreed on the measures, this is likely to be a formality. 

    


In offering to delay the regulation by a year, the EU Commission has said it heeded the complaints of several global partners about their state of preparedness for the rules. 
Some EU governments, including in Austria and Germany, have also sought to water down the regulation or delay its introduction.
With the delay, some governments sought to add more measures that would weaken the original rules and allow for more exemptions. Even if that was not agreed to in the current deal, Schneider said that the commission had "committed itself to updating the Deforestation Law within a year." 
Greenpeace has said that the extension would condemn the world's forests to another year of destruction. It noted a U.N. finding that an area of forest about the size of Portugal is cut down worldwide each year.

"Instead of rolling back its environmental agenda, the EU needs to keep its commitments and show leadership to tackle the climate emergency," said Bondi. 
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            Israeli troops enter the complex of the Turkish hospital, where they searched for the bodies of those killed in an airstrike, in the West Bank city of Tubas, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Muhammad)
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            Mourners carry the bodies wrapped with the Palestinian flag, of Akram Abu Arrah and Mohammad Ghannam, both killed in an airstrike Israel said targeted a militant cell, during their funeral in the West Bank village of Al-Aqaba, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Muhammad)
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            Mourners carry the body of Akram Abu Arrah, wrapped with a Hamas flag, out of the family house during his funeral with Mohammad Ghannam, both killed in an airstrike Israel said targeted a militant cell, in the West Bank village of Al-Aqaba, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Muhammad)
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            Mourners carry the bodies of two Palestinians Akram Abu Arrah, seen, and Mohammad Ghannam, both killed in an airstrike Israel said targeted a militant cell, during their funeral in the West Bank village of Al-Aqaba, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Muhammad)
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            A Palestinian inspects the car that was targeted in an Israeli airstrike that the military said was targeting a militant cell near the West Bank village of Al-Aqaba, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Muhammad)
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            Israeli armoured vehicles move on in an area at the Israeli-Gaza border, seen from southern Israel, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Israeli troops enter the complex of the Turkish hospital, where they searched for the bodies of those killed in an airstrike, in the West Bank city of Tubas, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Muhammad)
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            Mourners carry the bodies of two Palestinians Akram Abu Arrah, seen, and Mohammad Ghannam, both killed in an airstrike Israel said targeted a militant cell, during their funeral in the West Bank village of Al-Aqaba, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Muhammad)
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            A Palestinian inspects the car that was targeted in an Israeli airstrike that the military said was targeting a militant cell near the West Bank village of Al-Aqaba, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Muhammad)
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            Israeli armoured vehicles move on in an area at the Israeli-Gaza border, seen from southern Israel, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- Palestinian officials say Fatah and Hamas are closing in on an agreement to appoint a committee of politically independent technocrats to administer the Gaza Strip after the war. It would effectively end Hamas' rule and could help advance ceasefire talks with Israel.
The rival factions have made several failed attempts to reconcile since Hamas seized power in Gaza in 2007. Israel has meanwhile ruled out any postwar role in Gaza for either Hamas or Fatah, which dominates the Western-backed Palestinian Authority.
A Palestinian Authority official on Tuesday confirmed that a preliminary agreement had been reached following weeks of negotiations in Cairo. The official said the committee would have 12-15 members, most of them from Gaza.
It would report to the Palestinian Authority, which is headquartered in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, and work with local and international parties to facilitate humanitarian assistance and reconstruction.

    


A Hamas official said that Hamas and Fatah had agreed on the general terms but were still negotiating over some details and the individuals who would serve on the committee. The official said an agreement would be announced after a meeting of all Palestinian factions in Cairo, without providing a timeline.




Both officials spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to brief media on the talks. There was no immediate comment from Israel.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has vowed to continue the war until Hamas is dismantled and scores of hostages are returned. He says Israel will maintain open-ended security control over Gaza and continue to hold corridors within the territory, with civilian affairs in the rest administered by local Palestinians unaffiliated with the Palestinian Authority or Hamas. 
No Palestinians have publicly volunteered for such a role, and Hamas has threatened anyone who cooperates with the Israeli military.

    


The United States has called for a revitalized Palestinian Authority to govern both the West Bank and Gaza ahead of eventual statehood. The Israeli government, which is opposed to Palestinian statehood, is reportedly discussing a postwar plan with the United Arab Emirates, which normalized relations with Israel in 2020 and backs a rival Fatah faction.
The Hamas official said the emerging Palestinian agreement would fulfill one of Israel's war goals by ending Hamas' rule in Gaza. It's unclear if Israeli officials would see it that way.
Previous attempts at unity between the Palestinian Authority and Hamas have fallen apart, often because of competition for power between the two rivals -- and there are opponents to the current talks within Fatah. 
Jibril Rajoub, secretary-general of Fatah's central committee, denounced the agreement, saying it was "a mistake that we even accepted the principle of discussing this matter." He said the arrangement would entrench the division between the West Bank and Gaza by accepting two administrations. He said Hamas should instead let the Palestinian Authority retake administration of the territory. "We represent the unity of the land and the government," he told journalists in the West Bank town of al-Bira.

    


The Palestinian Authority, which administers parts of the occupied West Bank, recognizes Israel and cooperates with it on security matters, a policy that is deeply unpopular among Palestinians, many of whom view it as a subcontractor of the occupation. Israel says the authority has not done enough to combat militancy or curb incitement.
The committee would assume its responsibilities after a ceasefire agreement with Israel, the Hamas official said. American and Arab mediators have spent nearly a year trying to broker such an agreement, but the negotiations have repeatedly stalled.
Hamas ignited the war with its Oct. 7, 2023, attack into Israel, in which Palestinian militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted around 250. Some 100 hostages remain inside Gaza, at least a third of whom are dead.


    


Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed over 44,000 Palestinians, mostly women and children, according to local health authorities, who do not say how many of the dead were combatants. The offensive has leveled much of the coastal territory and displaced the vast majority of its 2.3 million residents. 
___
Federman reported from Jerusalem.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach speaks at the opening of the executive board meeting of the IOC, at the Olympic House, in Lausanne, Switzerland, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (Jean-Christophe Bott/Keystone via AP)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at PPG Paints Arena, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024, in Pittsburgh, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - The baptistery designed by French artist and designer Guillaume Bardet is pictured as French President Emmanuel Macron visits the restored interiors of the Notre-Dame de Paris cathedral, Friday, Nov. 29, 2024 in Paris. (Christophe Petit Tesson/Pool via AP, File)
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- Olympic leaders are "very confident and relaxed" about working with the incoming Trump administration ahead of the 2028 Los Angeles Summer Games, outgoing IOC president Thomas Bach said Thursday.
U.S. President-elect Donald Trump has talked up his own role helping get the games for LA in 2017, though a White House meeting during that campaign with an Olympic delegation including Bach was not a success.
Still, the two men could meet again as soon as Saturday in Paris, which hosted the 2024 Olympics that LA originally bid for.
Trump is traveling to the French capital for ceremonies this weekend to reopen Notre Dame Cathedral that was devastated by fire five years ago.
Bach also is invited to return to the Olympic host city where he has excellent relations with French President Emmanuel Macron, who formally opened the Summer Games on July 26.

    


President Trump should do the same duty at the LA Olympics opening ceremony on July 14, 2028 at SoFi Stadium in Inglewood.
Though the LA Olympics are privately funded and organized, federal government guarantees and funding are needed for security, as well as providing visas to ensure athletes, coaches and officials from 206 national teams, plus a refugees team, can enter the U.S. to train and compete.




Bach said Thursday responsibility for "taking early contact with the incoming team" of the Trump administration is with organizing committee officials in LA, and leaders of the US Olympic and Paralympic Committee (USOPC).

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We are very confident there with regard to the steps and efforts being undertaken," Bach said at a news conference after an executive board meeting of the International Olympic Committee in Lausanne, Switzerland. "We saw also that President-elect Trump repeatedly declared his support for the games, which we never had any doubt because he has declared this support from the very beginning."

    


On Wednesday, Trump said he appointed Monica Crowley as his representative for "major U.S. hosted events," including the LA Olympics and the 2026 World Cup in men's soccer.
Trump will be invited as head of state by FIFA to present the trophy to the winning captain at the World Cup final. That game is on July 19, 2026 at MetLife Stadium near New York City.
"The World Cup and the Olympics, I was responsible for getting both of them, actually," Trump told Bill Belichick on the "Let's Go!" podcast before the Nov. 5 election.
The U.S. will co-host soccer's biggest event with Canada and Mexico, having beaten the rival bid of Morocco in a June 2018 vote in Moscow by FIFA member federations.
Trump has had a warmer relationship with FIFA president Gianni Infantino, who twice visited the White House in the first administration. They also co-headlined at Davos, Switzerland, in January 2020 in an event on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum.

    


IOC says 5 billion followed Paris Olympics 
The IOC said its commissioned research showed 5 billion people -- 84% of the potential global audience aged over 4 years old -- followed the Paris Olympics.
"These Olympic Games met the expectations of the world," Bach said.
The IOC's "Audience and Insights" report used data gathered by research firms Nielsen, Ipsos and Publicis Sport & Entertainment, and said more than 55,000 people aged from 13 to 65 in 18 countries were surveyed.
In France, the report claimed 95% of the potential audience watched on average 24 hours of coverage.
Among the athletes surveyed, 95% rated their Olympic experience as good or satisfactory.
Revenues rising
The IOC reported total revenue of $7.6 billion from the 2021-24 Olympic cycle that included the 2022 Beijing Winter Games and 2024 Paris Summer Games.
For the 2025-28 period, covering the 2026 Milan-Cortina d'Ampezzo Winter Games and 2028 Los Angeles Summer Games, the IOC already secured $7.3 billion and expects to beat the previous total, Bach said.

The IOC uses most of its income from broadcast and sponsor deals to make billion-dollar payments toward Olympic hosts' costs, pay shares to sports' governing bodies and national Olympic committees, plus training scholarships for hundreds of athletes in less wealthy countries. 
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Manchester City's Erling Haaland contols the ball during the English Premier League soccer match between Liverpool and Manchester City at Anfield Stadium, Liverpool, England, Sunday Dec. 1, 2024. (Peter Byrne/PA via AP)
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            Inter Miami forward Lionel Messi (10) aims the ball during the second half of their MLS playoff opening round soccer match against Atlanta United, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            Real Madrid's Kylian Mbappe takes control of the ball during the Spanish La Liga soccer match between Real Madrid and Getafe at the Santiago Bernabeu Stadium in Madrid, Spain, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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            Coach Artur Jorge of Brazil's Botafogo, right, and Junior Santos celebrate after winning the Copa Libertadores final soccer match against Brazil's Atletico Mineiro at Monumental stadium in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            Bayern's Jamal Musiala celebrates after scoring during the German Bundesliga soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Bayern Munich at the Signal-Iduna Park in Dortmund, Germany, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            Inter Miami forwards Lionel Messi and Luis Suarez arrive for their MLS playoff opening round soccer match against the Atlanta United, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            Seattle Sounders midfielder Alex Roldan (16) controls the ball next to Los Angeles Galaxy forward Joseph Paintsil (28) during the second half of an MLS Western Conference final soccer match, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Carson, Calif. (AP Photo/Etienne Laurent)
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            Players of Brazil's Botafogo parade through the streets on a truck during a homecoming celebration after winning the Copa Libertadores soccer tournament, in Rio de Janeiro, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            Manchester City's Erling Haaland contols the ball during the English Premier League soccer match between Liverpool and Manchester City at Anfield Stadium, Liverpool, England, Sunday Dec. 1, 2024. (Peter Byrne/PA via AP)
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            Seattle Sounders midfielder Alex Roldan (16) controls the ball next to Los Angeles Galaxy forward Joseph Paintsil (28) during the second half of an MLS Western Conference final soccer match, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Carson, Calif. (AP Photo/Etienne Laurent)
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            Players of Brazil's Botafogo parade through the streets on a truck during a homecoming celebration after winning the Copa Libertadores soccer tournament, in Rio de Janeiro, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- Soccer's biggest ever global club tournament is coming to the United States next year and the 32-team group stage will be drawn Thursday.
European powers Real Madrid and Manchester City, Lionel Messi's Inter Miami, recently crowned South American champion Botafogo and top clubs from Asia, Africa and Oceania are among the teams who are in the draw for FIFA's revamped Club World Cup.
The tournament, which used to be played annually in December, will take place in 11 U.S. cities from June 15 to July 13 in an expanded format with 32 teams instead of the previous seven. Going forward the Club World Cup will be played every four years - just like the World Cup for national teams, which will be co-hosted by the U.S., Mexico and Canada in 2026.
Here's what to know about the Club World Cup draw, which is made in Miami at 1 p.m. (1800 GMT) on Thursday.




What is the Club World Cup?
FIFA and its presidents have long coveted a prime piece of club soccer content.
The 2025 Club World Cup is FIFA's most ambitious project, creating a month-long tournament in a mid-June to mid-July slot historically used by the men's World Cup, which draws the biggest audiences in global sports.
The new club competition uses the traditional 32-team format used by the World Cup from 1998 to 2022. Eight round-robin groups of four teams each, and the top two advance to a knockout bracket of 16.
In allocating 32 entries, FIFA tried to balance getting the best and most watchable teams with giving all the world a chance to compete and develop.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Europe got 12 places, South America six, while Africa, Asia and North America got four each. One place went to Oceania and one to the host nation that should change for each edition.
Teams qualified by winning their continental championship from 2021 through 2024, or ranking highly with consistent results across those four seasons. Countries are capped at two entries unless more won titles. Brazil will send four different Copa Libertadores winners and Mexico three champions of the CONCACAF region. The other North American champion was Seattle Sounders.

    


Who will play?
Storied and wealthy European names are in: Real Madrid, Manchester City, Bayern Munich, Inter Milan and Paris Saint-Germain. The current leaders of most of Europe's strongest leagues miss out: Liverpool, Barcelona, Napoli and Sporting Lisbon.
Salzburg earned the last European entry last season based on FIFA's ranking system though it can hardly be considered among Europe's top clubs: it's currently 32nd in the new 36-team Champions League standings.
Argentina's big two clubs, River Plate and Boca Juniors, are in. The Brazilian and Mexican entries include, respectively, Fluminense and Pachuca, both currently 16th in their national league standings.
Africa's entries include Al Ahly of Egypt -- three times champion of Africa in the last four years -- and Mamelodi Sundowns of South Africa, which is owned by FIFA vice president Patrice Motsepe.
Saudi Arabia sends Al-Hilal, the 2021 champion of Asia, which won the domestic league last season despite losing Neymar to a long-term injury. 

    


If they stay fit, the tournament will feature a new generation of stars such as Real Madrid's Kylian Mbappe, Vinicius Junior and Jude Bellingham, Manchester City's Erling Haaland and Bayern Munich's Jamal Musiala.
Lionel Messi's Inter Miami will be there, with a FIFA thumb on the scales in October to give the team the host nation's entry. Two other stars from Messi's generation will miss out: Cristiano Ronaldo's Saudi Arabian club Al Nassr and Barcelona with Robert Lewandowski failed to qualify through their continental Champions League competitions.
Why is Inter Miami playing?
The previous version of the Club World Cup kept an entry for the host nation's champion. But this time FIFA did not wait for the MLS Cup title game on Saturday, when LA Galaxy hosts New York Red Bulls. Neither will be in the draw Thursday.
Instead, Inter Miami, with the star power of Lionel Messi on the field and co-owner David Beckham, was given the Club World Cup place in October based on regular-season standings. It will play three group-stage games in Florida, including opening the tournament at the Hard Rock Stadium. 

    


What are they playing for?
Money and a trophy. Which is more prized by club owners is a debate to be had.
FIFA president Gianni Infantino has promised hundreds of millions of dollars in prize money, with reported guarantees of $50 million to top European teams, though it is currently unclear where from.
FIFA signed a global broadcasting deal Wednesday with streaming service DAZN to make all 63 games available for free. The value of the deal was not disclosed, and allows the streaming service to sell on rights to public broadcasters. 
DAZN has close ties with Saudi Arabia, which promotes and stages top-level boxing title fights. Saudi financial backing for the Club World Cup is expected after the kingdom is confirmed next week as the 2034 World Cup host.
The new gold trophy has been fashioned by Tiffany and has Infantino's name engraved on it twice. Plus his signature.

    


What is the tournament's history?
Traditionally, the champions of Europe and South America played for the Intercontinental Cup. From 1980 to 2004 the game was played in Japan and usually in December.
FIFA launched a Club World Championship in 2000, played in January by eight teams in Brazil. It was not held again for nearly six years.
From 2005 through last year, the annual FIFA Club World Cup was played each December, settling on a seven-team knockout format: the six reigning continental champions and the host nation's domestic champion. Hosts rotated between Japan, Abu Dhabi, Morocco, Qatar and, for its final edition last December, Saudi Arabia.
This annual event was unloved in Europe. The UEFA Champions League winner typically arrived for two games in four days and took home the trophy. Chelsea in 2012 was the only European team to lose in the past 17 years.
When first elected in 2016, Infantino spoke of FIFA's need for a bigger, more attractive and lucrative club event.
In his previous job as UEFA general secretary, he helped organize the Champions League, in peak years of Messi winning the title at Barcelona and Ronaldo with Manchester United and then Real Madrid.
First, Infantino had a secretive $25 billion deal for new tournaments including a 24-team Club World Cup worth $3 billion every four years from 2021. That was blocked by European soccer officials.
Agreement was reached to play an inaugural 24-team tournament in June 2021 in China. Europe was to send just six teams.

No broadcast or sponsor deals had been announced by early 2020 when the tournament was scrapped because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The June 2021 slot was needed for the postponed Euro 2020 and Copa America.
After the failed Super League project in April 2021 rocked European soccer, FIFA found agreement for a 32-team Club World Cup.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            Mercedes driver George Russell of Britain is in paddock ahead of the Formula One Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, at the Yas Marina Circuit in Abu Dhabi, UAE, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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                                        ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Mercedes driver George Russell has accused Formula 1 champion Max Verstappen of bullying and threatening behavior as a dispute between the two at last week's race in Qatar deepened Thursday.
Verstappen said Sunday he had "lost all respect" for Russell after an incident between them in qualifying cost him pole position on the grid for the Qatar Grand Prix.
"I've known Max for 12 years, I've respected him all of this time but now I've lost respect for him because we're all fighting on track and it's never personal," Russell said in comments broadcast by Sky Sports on Thursday ahead of the season-ending Abu Dhabi Grand Prix on Sunday.
"Now he's made it personal and someone needs to stand up to a bully like this. And so far people have let him get away with murder."
Russell alleged Verstappen had threatened Saturday to "purposefully crash" into him. 

    


"For me that is unacceptable and he's gone beyond the line here and I'm not going to accept it. So somebody's got to stand up to a guy like this before it gets out of control," Russell added.
Russell also criticized Verstappen's treatment of other drivers on track, bringing up incidents such as Verstappen's tactics against Lando Norris at this year's Mexican Grand Prix, for which the Dutch driver picked up two penalties, and while battling Lewis Hamilton in the past.




"Whenever anything is not going his way, he lashes out with unnecessary anger and borderline violence," Russell said. "That is not a guy who I respect and I wish he would be a better role model."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Verstappen was fastest, with Russell second, in Saturday's qualifying in Qatar but a stewards' inquiry gave him a one-place penalty for driving "unnecessarily slowly" on the racing line in an incident with Russell, who moved up to first on the grid. 
Russell complained over the radio that it was "super dangerous" that he'd had to avoid Verstappen ahead of him, though neither was trying to set a competitive lap time at that stage of the session. Grid penalties for incidents in qualifying that don't affect the results are relatively rare.

    


Speaking Thursday in Abu Dhabi, Verstappen said he stood by his earlier comments and accused Russell of having lied to ensure he got a penalty last week.

"No regrets at all because I meant everything I said and it's still the same. If I had to do it again, maybe I would have said even more," Verstappen said. "Just never expected someone to really try and actively get someone a penalty that badly and lying about why I was doing what I was doing. But clearly, it had an influence to (the stewards). It was just really not nice and actually very shocking what was going on."
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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                    Texas fans throw water bottles and other items onto the field after defensive back Jahdae Barron's interception was initially ruled dead during the third quarter of an NCAA college football game against Georgia at Darrell K Royal Texas Memorial Stadium, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- The University of Texas investigation into the bottle-throwing incident that disrupted the Texas-Georgia game in October -- and drew a harsh rebuke and fine from the Southeastern Conference -- resulted in no one being caught or punished.
In a report to the league sent last month, Texas officials said a video review did not identify any of the culprits.
Texas and Georgia meet again Saturday in the SEC championship game in Atlanta. Their first meeting in Austin, a 30-15 Georgia win, produced one of the most chaotic and controversial scenes of the college football season. Longhorns fans upset about a pass interference penalty pelted the field with debris and briefly stopped the game, giving the officials time to huddle and reverse the call.
The incident drew a $250,000 fine from the SEC, which also threatened to ban alcohol sales at future games. The SEC ordered the school to find those responsible and ban them from all athletic events the rest of the school year.

    


In a Nov. 7 report to SEC Commissioner Greg Sankey, Texas athletic director Chris Del Conte said the school "reviewed all available video and other sources of information" to try to find the disruptive fans.




"Despite our best effort, we have not been able to identify the individuals at issue. We will take action if new identifying information comes to light," Del Conte wrote.
The school's report was provided to The Associated Press this week. A university spokesman said he was unaware of any new information or punishments since it was sent to the SEC. Del Conte did not respond to a text message seeking comment.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Del Conte told the SEC that Texas has added additional security cameras and personnel to watch the student section, updated its sportsmanship and fan code of conduct policies, and created digital messaging to encourage good behavior.
"Respect, sportsmanship and fairness are values that drive us," Del Conte wrote. "We expect fans to uphold these standards as well."
The SEC did not immediately respond to emailed requests for comment.

    


The Scene
Then-No. 1 Texas trailed No. 5 Georgia 23-7 when a pass interference call negated a Longhorns interception. Angry fans in or near the student section lobbed bottles and debris on the field and the game was halted for several minutes.
Texas coach Steve Sarkisian, who at first was angry about the penalty, crossed the field to plead with the fans to stop throwing things while stadium crews cleaned up the mess.
The break gave the game officials time to reconsider and reverse the penalty, a decision that infuriated Georgia coach Kirby Smart. Texas then cut the Georgia lead to 23-15, before the Bulldogs later put together the game-clinching drive.
"I will say that now we've set a precedent that if you throw a bunch of stuff on the field and endanger athletes that you've got a chance to get your call reversed," Smart said after the game "That's unfortunate because to me that's dangerous."

    


The Response
Texas officials were embarrassed and the SEC was angry.
The league issued a statement that reversing the penalty was the correct decision, but condemned the bottle throwing. Critics wondered if similar scenes could happen again in the SEC or elsewhere, sarcastically noting the Texas slogan, "What starts here changes the world."
The SEC ordered Texas to investigate using "all available resources, including security, stadium and television video, to identify individuals who threw objects onto the playing field or at the opposing team." It told the school to report its findings to the league.
Texas President Jay Hartzell warned students the probe was coming. He said the incident had "embarrassed Longhorn Nation," and agreed with the SEC's demands to find those responsible.
"Those involved will have ramifications for their actions," Del Conte wrote in an Oct. 22 message to students.

    


The Investigation
The Texas football stadium has long had an emergency operations room where staff monitor live feeds from security cameras. In 2009, Texas invited the AP into the room where a reporter observed staff watching feeds from 43 cameras. They could see if fans were drinking alcohol (which was prohibited at the time) or disruptive, or take note of unattended bags.
Fifteen years later, the report to the SEC said Texas could not identify anyone responsible for throwing debris.
The 10-page report includes a review of stadium policies and the administration's statements to students. It includes only a single paragraph about the investigation efforts, which were led by Derek Trabon, director of the campus Office of Emergency Management. The probe included help from game operations staff and campus police.
The report offers no investigation details, such as how much video was reviewed, whether cameras actually caught fans throwing things, or if the school considered using facial recognition technology. The brief mention of the investigation does not explain why it was inconclusive.
"We take full accountability for the actions of our fans and reiterate our apology to the University of Georgia and the SEC," Del Conte wrote.

    


___
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                    FILE - LPGA commissioner Mollie Marcoux Samaan speaks to the gallery after the final round of the LPGA Ford Championship golf tournament Sunday, March 31, 2024, in Gilbert, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)
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                                        Players must be assigned female at birth or have transitioned to female before going through male puberty to compete in LPGA tournaments or the eight USGA championships for females under new gender policies published Wednesday.
The policies, which begin in 2025, follow more than a year of study involving medicine, science, sport physiology and gender policy law.
The updated policies would rule out eligibility for Hailey Davidson, who missed qualifying for the U.S. Women's Open this year by one shot and came up short in LPGA Q-school.
Davidson, who turned 32 on Tuesday, began hormone treatments when she was in her early 20s in 2015 and in 2021 underwent gender-affirming surgery, which was required under the LPGA's previous gender policy. She had won this year on a Florida mini-tour called NXXT Golf until the circuit announced in March that players had to be assigned female at birth.

    


"Can't say I didn't see this coming," Davidson wrote Wednesday on an Instagram story. "Banned from the Epson and the LPGA. All the silence and people wanting to stay 'neutral' thanks for absolutely nothing. This happened because of all your silence."




By making it to the second stage of Q-school, Davidson would have had very limited status on the Epson Tour, the pathway to the LPGA.
The LPGA and USGA say their policies were geared toward being inclusive of gender identities and expression while striving for equity in competition.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The LPGA said its working group of experts advised that the effects of male puberty allowed for competitive advantages in golf compared with players who had not gone through puberty.
"Our policy is reflective of an extensive, science-based and inclusive approach," said LPGA Commissioner Mollie Marcoux Samaan, who announced Monday that she is resigning in January. "The policy represents our continued commitment to ensuring that all feel welcome within our organization, while preserving the fairness and competitive equity of our elite competitions."

    


Mike Whan, the former LPGA commissioner and now CEO of the USGA, said it developed the updated policy independently and later discovered it was similar to those used by swimming, track and field, and other sports.
"It starts with competitive fairness as the North star," Whan said in a telephone interview. "We tried not to get into politics, or state by state or any of that stuff. We just simply said, 'Where would somebody -- at least medically today -- where do we believe somebody would have a competitive advantage in the field?' And we needed to draw a line.
"We needed to be able to walk into any women's event and say with confidence that nobody here has a competitive advantage based on their gender. And this policy delivers that."
The "Competitive Fairness Gender Policy" for the USGA takes effect for the 2025 championship season that starts with the U.S. Women's Amateur Four-Ball on May 10-14. Qualifying began late this year, though there were no transgender players who took part.
"Will that change in the years to come as medicine changes? Probably," Whan said. "But I think today this stacks up."

    


The LPGA "Gender Policy for Competition Eligibility" would apply to the LPGA Tour, Epson Tour, Ladies European Tour and qualifying for the tours.

Players assigned male at birth must prove they have not experienced any part of puberty beyond the first stage or after age 12, whichever comes first, and then meet limitation standards for testosterone levels.
The LPGA begins its 75th season on Jan. 30 with the Tournament of Champions in Orlando, Florida.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/lpga-usga-transgender-policy-hailey-davidson-7367835d36c67a51d4cf0baf282c1d98



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    AAC title game: No. 24 Army faces Tulane | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



No. 24 Army tries to end 1st season in the AAC with a championship by beating Tulane

    No. 24 Army tries to end 1st season in the AAC with a championship by beating Tulane

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Army's goal every year is to reach December with a chance to win a trophy by beating Navy.
The Commander-in-Chief's Trophy will indeed be on the line when the Black Knights and Midshipmen meet on Dec. 14 in one of college football's famed rivalry games.
But this season, Army can pick up some additional hardware along the way.
The No. 24 Black Knights (10-1, 8-0, No. 24 CFP) can finish off a smashing debut in the American Athletic Conference by winning the conference title with a victory over Tulane (9-3, 7-1) on Friday night on their home field in West Point, New York.
"There's only 18 teams playing this week for a championship. There will only be nine winners. It's a blessing to be in the position," Army cornerback Jaydan Mayes said. "I think everybody would rather be on this end of the spectrum than on the other end, waiting around to play Navy and watching what could have happened for our team."

    


Army went undefeated in its first season in the AAC and is playing for a conference title for the first time. The Black Knights played in Conference USA from 1998-2004 and otherwise had been an independent since their program began in 1890.




Quarterback Bryson Daily was the league's offensive player of the year and goes into the title game with a chance to break the AAC record for rushing touchdowns in a season. Jeff Monken was voted coach of the year.
The reward is a matchup with a Tulane team playing in its third straight AAC title game. The Green Wave enter off a 34-24 home loss to Memphis on Thanksgiving that ended their 17-game winning streak in conference games, their hopes of hosting the championship and perhaps even reaching the College Football Playoff.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Coach Jon Sumrall didn't expect the disappointment to linger.
"We've got a chance to play in a conference championship. If we're not focused then shame on us," he said, adding he told his team of 18 all-conference selections that he doesn't remember individual honors.

    


"I do remember which teams won championships. Like, the championship teams I've been a part of, I remember that forever," Sumrall said. "Like, I'll be 75 years old and laying around and unable to function and I'll remember the championship teams I was part of. That's different. It means something. It's different. And so if we're not focused and excited about that opportunity, we've got a problem. Need a heart transplant if we ain't ready for that."
The Green Wave split their appearances in the last two AAC championship games, beating UCF in 2022 before falling to SMU last year, both at home.
Army came along and rolled through its first time in the conference, losing only to Notre Dame at Yankee Stadium and snatching the No. 1 seed that had belonged to Tulane in the previous two seasons. But perhaps in part because of all their late-season experience -- the Green Wave beat Southern California in the 2023 Cotton Bowl after winning the AAC championship -- the visitors are listed as 4 1/2-point favorites by BetMGM.
"This is a game they've played in. They've got people that have been part of the conference championship game," Monken said. "This is our first time, so this is a new experience for our guys and it's exciting, but we're going to have to play very good football if we're going to have a chance to win."

    


Strange schedule
With the Navy matchup still to come, Army will appear in a conference championship game before it plays its final regular-season game. Both teams beat Air Force this season, guaranteeing the Commander-in-Chief's Trophy to the winner.
Winning in West Point
Tulane snapped an Army 15-game home winning streak when it won at Michie Stadium on Oct. 5, 2019. This time, the Black Knights have won eight in a row at home as they welcome a Green Wave squad that has won 15 of its last 16 road games, with the only loss at then-No. 15 Oklahoma in September.
Daily's dominance
Daily led the AAC with 1,354 rushing yards, including an Army single-season record nine consecutive games of 100 or more, and his 25 rushing TDs are second in the nation behind Ashton Jeanty of Boise State's 28. Daily needs one more to break the AAC mark that was set by Navy QB Will Worth in 2016.

    


On the run again
Tulane is 9-0 when outrushing its opponent but fell to 0-3 when outgained after Memphis ran to a 236-57 advantage. The Green Wave have to turn that stat back around against an Army team that leads the nation with 312.5 yards per game on the ground.
___
AP freelance writer Sal Interdonato in West Point, New York, contributed to this report.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    Seattle Storm guard Jewell Loyd (24) plays against the Las Vegas Aces in Game 2 of a WNBA basketball first-round playoff game, Sept. 24, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, file)
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                                        Jewell Loyd has asked to be traded from Seattle.
The six-time WNBA All-Star and two-time Olympic champion requested a trade, according to a person familiar with the situation.
The person spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity Thursday because they weren't authorized to talk publicly on the matter.
Loyd's request for a trade came hours after the Storm completed an investigation into internal allegations of workplace policy violations by the coaching staff.
"No findings of policy violations or any discrimination, harassment or bullying," a statement from the team said. "To protect the integrity of the process, and to preserve confidentiality, we chose not to comment while the investigation was ongoing. The Storm will continue to provide a work environment in which all individuals are treated with respect."
The Storm hired outside counsel to investigate the allegations upon receiving notice of the complaints.

    


The trade request and investigation was first reported by the Chicago Sun-Times. Loyd is from Chicago.
Loyd has played her entire career in Seattle and helped the team win two WNBA championships since she was drafted No. 1 in 2015 by the franchise. She won the league's Rookie of the Year that season.




The 31-year-old guard has played for Noelle Quinn over the last three-plus seasons after being her teammate from 2016-18.

Seattle made a huge splash in free agency last offseason, adding Nneka Ogwumike and Skylar Diggins-Smith to the roster. The Storm lost in the first round of the playoffs to the Las Vegas Aces.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/storm-loyd-investigation-trade-8ecdf04243ba17c9d3129ddb27c39320



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    SEC and Big Ten powers lead the way on signing day as prospects finalize their college selections | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



SEC and Big Ten powers lead the way on signing day as prospects finalize their college selections

    SEC and Big Ten powers lead the way on signing day as prospects finalize their college selections

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            Georgia head coach Kirby Smart reacts on the sideline during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Tennessee, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Athens, Ga. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Texas head coach Steve Sarkisian signals during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Kentucky in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Nov. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Alabama head coach Kalen DeBoer looks on during the first half an NCAA college football game against Auburn, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)
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            FILE - Fleaux quarterback Bryce Underwood (19) during the OT7 Orlando football tournament against Silly U, Saturday, April 27, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)
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            Oregon head coach Dan Lanning leaves the field after a win over Washington in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)
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            FILE - Fleaux quarterback Bryce Underwood (19) during the OT7 Orlando football tournament against Silly U, Saturday, April 27, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


The arrival of the early signing period Wednesday offered a stark reminder for college football fans.
If recruiting rankings offer any accurate gauge in the era of the transfer portal, those teams competing for College Football Playoff berths now should keep contending for years to come.
Texas, Georgia, Alabama, Oregon and Ohio State are all on track to earn playoff invitations, and those five schools also are atop the team recruiting standings. It represents one more example of how the Southeastern Conference and Big Ten have separated themselves from all the other leagues.
Steve Wiltfong, vice president of recruiting and the transfer portal for On3, said it's apparent why those programs continue recruiting so well.
"First and foremost, those are the programs with the most resources," Wiltfong said. "They're the programs that are having the most success on the field and in the NFL draft."

    


The order of those top classes remains in flux. The identity of the No. 1 class according to composite rankings of recruiting sites compiled by 247Sports may not be determined until Friday because of the uncertainty surrounding a couple of top-10 prospects.




Manchester (Georgia) defensive tackle Justus Terry, the nation's No. 10 overall recruit according to the 247Sports Composite, isn't expected to announce his college choice until Friday. Terry is considering Georgia, Texas and Auburn.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
David Sanders of Providence Day School in Charlotte, North Carolina, is the nation's No. 1 offensive tackle and No. 5 overall recruit in his class. Sanders is committed to Tennessee, but he wasn't expected to sign on Wednesday as Ohio State continues to pursue him.
Terry was the rare prospect delaying his decision.
Most top recruits already committed to a school well before the signing period, continuing a trend that took effect from the time a December signing date was added in 2017 to the traditional February signing period. This year, that early signing period was moved up a few weeks so that it would take place before the transfer window opens Monday.

    


This signing period also comes in the era of collectives and name, image and likeness opportunities allowing prospects to profit off their brand. LSU coach Brian Kelly called it "unlike any recruiting period that I've ever been involved in" and opened his news conference Wednesday by saying it "feels more like Tax Day than it does signing day."
"It's not just about finding the right fit academically," said Kelly, whose class ranked ninth as of Wednesday afternoon. "It's not just about finding the right fit where you can develop holistically and graduate and play for a championship. It's about what's the most money I can get. That's unfortunate, but it's the world we live in. You have to be able to adapt, and you have to be able to realign and be prepared."
While most prospects committed to schools months ago, some of them changed their minds down the stretch.
Oregon arguably had the best day of anyone in flipping prospects.
The Ducks landed the 247Sports Composite's No. 11 overall prospect when cornerback Na'eem Offord made a switch from Ohio State. Oregon also added one of the nation's top 10 quarterback recruits in Jaron-Keawe Sagapolutele, who initially committed to California.

    


Oregon's class now includes three of the nation's top six cornerback prospects in Offord, Brandon Finney and Dorian Brew.
Perhaps the most notable development in the weeks leading up to the signing period was quarterback Bryce Underwood's decision last month to stay in his home state and play for Michigan after initially planning to play at LSU.
"It's huge," Michigan coach Sherrone Moore said. "He's an excellent player, obviously."
Underwood's switch brought late momentum for the defending national champions. Michigan will end up with a top-10 class this year after finishing outside the top 15 each of the last two recruiting cycles.
Michigan's recruiting emergence wasn't the only surprise.
Auburn was sixth in the 247Sports Composite team rankings as of Wednesday afternoon after posting a fourth consecutive losing season.

    


"I've been very clear since my arrival that I thought it would take three top-10 classes to overhaul our roster, to get it to where it's apples to apples with the elite in the country," Auburn coach Hugh Freeze said. "And man, today's one of those days where the first emotion you probably feel is relief and excitement is the next one."
Florida was the fastest-rising team in the recruiting rankings after coach Billy Napier earned a vote of confidence and freshman quarterback DJ Lagway helped the Gators win three straight games to close the regular season.
"I'm calling it the DJ Lagway effect," said Andrew Ivins, director of scouting for 247Sports. "They went from outside the top 50 to knocking on the door for a top-10 recruiting class. We haven't really seen that type of push ever."

    


While Georgia awaits Terry's decision, the Bulldogs signed two other home-state prospects who were rated among the nation's top nine recruits in the 247Sports Composite. Defensive lineman Elijah Griffin of Savannah Christian Prep is ranked third overall. Edge rusher Isaiah Gibson of Warner Robins is ninth.
Alabama's class is headlined by quarterback Keelon Russell, the nation's No. 2 overall prospect, according to the 247Sports Composite. Ohio State has two top-10 overall recruits in cornerback Devin Sanchez (6th) and quarterback Tavien St. Clair (7th).
"There's a swagger about him, there's a confidence about him," Alabama coach Kalen DeBoer said. "He's been a major part of bringing and keeping this class together, which is what you want out of any leader, but especially out of your quarterback."
Texas added three top-25 prospects by getting safety Jonah Williams (8th), wide receiver Kaliq Lockett (22nd) and defensive lineman Lance Jackson (25th) to stay in their home state.
___
AP Sports Writers John Zenor and Larry Lage contributed to this report.
__
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CORAL GABLES, Fla. (AP) -- Miami wants things reconsidered. So does South Carolina. The Big 12 is puzzled. And Mississippi coach Lane Kiffin turned toward social media to ask the College Football Playoff committee a question.
"You guys actually meet for days and come up with these rankings??" Kiffin wrote.
The fallout and, for some, anger stemming from the release of the latest CFP ranking -- one that almost certainly means Miami (10-2), South Carolina (9-3) and Ole Miss (9-3) all have no chance of getting into the 12-team field -- continued Wednesday as the schools on the outside looking in continued making their case, even though all hope for them seems to be gone.
Alabama (9-3) would be in as the final at-large selection, for now. Miami would be the first team left on the outside looking in, and the Hurricanes are hoping the selectors take another look at their case -- even though CFP committee chair Warde Manuel insisted they would not.

    


"I have confidence that things at the end will be viewed the way that they should be viewed," Miami coach Mario Cristobal said. "And who knows how that thing's going to work out."




A term Manuel used repeatedly Tuesday night, when trying to explain the rankings, was "data point."
It is not a term that the Hurricanes and Gamecocks, among others, are fond of.
"Warde Manuel, if I hear the word 'data point' one more time in my life, I may throw up," South Carolina coach Shane Beamer said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Last weekend, the Gamecocks won at Clemson -- a ranked team -- and moved up one spot in the CFP ranking. Alabama won over Auburn -- a team that finished 5-7 -- and was rewarded with a two-spot bump into the critical No. 11 position, the one that essentially would ensure a spot in the 12-team playoff.
"There's a lot of data points that they apparently take in to make their decisions. But I'm not sure strength of schedule is one of them," Beamer said. "I don't know how you can go play Clemson last week, in the biggest game in the history of the Carolina-Clemson rivalry, win a game over a team that's ranked higher than you and move up one spot. And another team can win a game over a team that's not even going to a bowl game and move up two spots."

    


The pairings for college football's first 12-team playoff will be set Sunday, the day after the conference title games. The playoffs start Dec. 20, with the title game set for Jan. 20 in Atlanta. And for many, Alabama -- and the Southeastern Conference, which is in line for four of the 12 spots -- being looked at more favorably than teams that would say they have better resumes is not a surprise.
"It came down to a difference in their body of work as we evaluated Alabama and Miami, not just wins, not just losses but the totality of the season and how those teams performed," Manuel said.
The Hurricanes would love to know what the precise differences in "totality of the season" are.
Miami is ranked ahead of Alabama in both total offense (the Hurricanes are No. 1 nationally, the Crimson Tide are No. 40) and total defense (the Hurricanes are No. 24 nationally, the Crimson Tide are No. 31). Manuel said on ESPN that Miami losing two of its last two games was another factor. Those losses were by a combined nine points to teams that finished with winning records, 9-3 Syracuse and 7-5 Georgia Tech. Alabama lost this season to a pair of teams -- Oklahoma, 24-3 and Vanderbilt, 40-35 -- that both finished the regular season 6-6.

    


Another point Cristobal made: Alabama struggled at home with South Florida for three quarters before pulling away in the fourth. Miami went to South Florida and won by five touchdowns. And Miami also is puzzled why it dropped six spots in the CFP ranking after losing by four points at Syracuse while Ohio State fell only four spots after losing by three points at home to Michigan, where Manuel is the athletic director.
"We're playing better defenses, in my opinion, than the SEC," Miami quarterback Cam Ward told ACC Network. "It's just hard. I did what I could. The team, we controlled what we can control. We controlled our own destiny for a lot of the season and we didn't end up getting the job done. It was all in our hands and it got taken away from us when we lost."

    


Big 12 Commissioner Brett Yormark knows his league's champion -- Arizona State or Iowa State -- will get in, but likely won't get a first-round bye if Boise State wins the Mountain West title and is the highest ranked Group of Five team.
The five highest-ranked conference champions are guaranteed playoff spots, with the top four getting first-round byes. The current projected pairings would make the Big 12 champ the No. 12 seed playing a first-round game on the road.
"The committee continues to show time and time again that they are paying attention to logos versus resumes," Yormark said.
Manuel said teams not playing this weekend won't be re-evaluated. Beamer found that odd, considering that if Clemson beats SMU for the ACC title then the Gamecocks would, in theory, have an even better resume. 
"A Clemson team that has a potential to be an ACC champion, having a loss on their home field to a team like us," Beamer said. "That's a pretty freaking strong data point if you ask me."

    


___
Hawkins reported from Fort Worth, Texas.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/cfp-miami-south-carolina-alabama-ole-miss-45761112f9c6e74fd67aa84405330218



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Creighton makes it 2 wins in less than a year against No. 1s, with Jayhawks latest to lose in Omaha | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Creighton makes it 2 wins in less than a year against No. 1s, with Jayhawks latest to lose in Omaha

    Creighton makes it 2 wins in less than a year against No. 1s, with Jayhawks latest to lose in Omaha

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            Creighton fans rush the court to celebrate with players following their 76-63 win against Kansas in an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Omaha, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Creighton fans celebrate their team's 76-63 win against Kansas in an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Omaha, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Creighton fans rush the court following their team's 76-63 win against Kansas in an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Omaha, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Creighton makes it 2 wins in less than a year against No. 1s, with Jayhawks latest to lose in Omaha

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            Creighton fans rush the court to celebrate with players following their 76-63 win against Kansas in an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Omaha, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3

                                    
                                    Creighton fans rush the court to celebrate with players following their 76-63 win against Kansas in an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Omaha, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Creighton fans celebrate their team's 76-63 win against Kansas in an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Omaha, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3

                                    
                                    Creighton fans celebrate their team's 76-63 win against Kansas in an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Omaha, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Creighton fans rush the court following their team's 76-63 win against Kansas in an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Omaha, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3

                                    
                                    Creighton fans rush the court following their team's 76-63 win against Kansas in an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Omaha, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            ERIC OLSON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
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OMAHA, Neb. (AP) -- Creighton has played eight No. 1 teams in its basketball history, and the first six of those games weren't close. All were losses.
The last two? Bluejays blowouts at the CHI Health Center.
Creighton took down top-ranked Kansas 76-63 on Wednesday night in a game the unranked Bluejays never trailed and led by 17 points.
Ten months ago, they knocked off a No. 1 Connecticut 85-66. That was UConn's last loss before winning 13 in a row the way to its second straight national championship.
Five of the Creighton players on the court against the Jayhawks also played against the Huskies, including 7-foot-1 center Ryan Kalkbrenner. The Big East preseason player of the year came back from injury to score 17 points and outperform Kansas big man Hunter Dickinson. Kalkbrenner had 15 points against UConn last February.
"Both feel great, obviously," Kalkbrenner said. "Both those teams, UConn and Kansas, are elite, high-level programs. We were able to execute the game plan in both games and played at a high level. You feel good about those wins."

    


A raucous crowd was involved from the opening tip against KU, the noise level increasing every time Pop Isaacs swished one of his six 3-pointers and Kalkbrenner flushed lob passes for dunks. At the final buzzer, students poured out of the end zone seats onto the court as flames shot out of the goal standards.




"I haven't quite had a moment like that in college," Isaacs said. "I haven't played against the No. 1 team in the country. I've played against No. 2 and No. 3. It was hyped. The students showed up and it was electric out there. That wasn't the first court storming I've been in. It was the biggest one."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Isaacs was well familiar with the way Kansas plays defense from the two seasons he played at Texas Tech, and he said that was an advantage. He scored a season-high 27 points.
"I saw the ball go through the basket," he said. "First shot went in. It felt good coming off my hands. I felt I had some really good looks tonight. Like Coach says, I'm a really good shooter when I take the right shots, and I took the right shots tonight for the most part."

    


Isaacs and point guard Steven Ashworth missed practice time with illness this week, Ashworth was still dealing with soreness from an ankle sprain two weeks ago, and Kalkbrenner had missed the Bluejays' win against Notre Dame on Saturday with a lower-body injury.
Asked if he thought his team would be up to the task against the Jayhawks, coach Greg McDermott mentioned that he had called his 90-year-old father before the game for some words of wisdom.
"He said pack your bags and go home," McDermott said. "He wasn't very confident having watched us play and having watched Kansas play."
McDermott indicated that beating Kansas meant a little more to him than beating UConn even though the Huskies are a Big East opponent. McDermott grew up in Iowa paying attention to the Jayhawks, and he coached four seasons at Iowa State and never could beat Bill Self and the Jayhawks. In fact, he was 0-10 against KU before Wednesday.

    


"I've been watching Kansas basketball forever," McDermott said. "Back to coach Williams and then coach Self, they're one of the best. We had some close calls at Hilton when I was at Iowa State where we walked out of Hilton (Coliseum) disappointed we couldn't get the job done against a good Kansas team. To finally beat them when they had a great team and they're ranked No. 1 in the country, it's great for our guys and great for our fans."
___
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                                        The Toronto WNBA expansion team has a name -- Tempo.
The Tempo will begin play in 2026 as the league's 14th team and is the WNBA's first franchise outside the United States. An expansion franchise in Portland will also begin play that year as well.
"Tempo is pace. It's speed. It's a heartbeat. And it's what you feel when you step into the streets of this city, and in the energy of the people who call Canada home," Tempo President Teresa Resch said. "As Canada's WNBA team, I know the Tempo will set our own pace, move at a championship cadence, and inspire people across this country."
The team's name was chosen from thousands of submissions from fans across the nation and in 98 countries. It was purposefully designed to work in both French and English, creating an inclusive brand for fans across the country.
Resch said that there were a lot of good choices from the fans, including some that played off the NBA's Toronto Raptors. One that she said probably wouldn't have worked because of the team playing in the summer was the Polar Bears.

    


"It was really a fun process," she said. "We want to be a team for all Canadian people."




The logo's sharp angles and curves are representative of "the dynamic nature of the team and the game." The six lines of the logo are a nod to the five players on the court, "and the sixth player in the game: the fans."
The name initially leaked out Tuesday night, when fans noticed the "Toronto Tempo" as part of a dropdown menu on the league's website. It was removed from the menu within minutes.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Everything happens for a reason," Resch said. "Sports is unpredictable. We were able to launch this name in the way we wanted. It has incredible story. Although the date and time was not exactly how we planned."
Merchandise for the team will be available soon.
Resch said that the next steps will come with hiring a general manager.

    


"That's the next big thing to come," she said. "Especially on the hiring side. Bringing on a great basketball mind."

The team will initially use the 8,000-seat Coca-Cola Coliseum and the franchise already has 7,000 season ticket deposits. The franchise will eventually have its own practice facility, but will train at the University of Toronto's Goldring Centre for High Performance Sport until it is ready.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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Longtime FSU assistant Odell Haggins moves into a new role as Mike Norvell shuffles his staff
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                    Florida State head coach Mike Norvell reacts to his team's play against Florida late in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)
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Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- Longtime Florida State assistant Odell Haggins, who twice served as interim head coach during his 31 years in Tallahassee, is transitioning into a new role as Mike Norvell continues to shuffle his staff.
Haggins, who has been the associate head coach and defensive tackles coach since 2014, will remain an associate head coach while focusing on impacting the entire program.
"He will continue to be an active member of our staff," Norvell said in a statement Thursday. "Odell will play an integral part in maintaining the standard of play here at Florida State by pouring into the development and relationships with our players and the cohesiveness of our staff in this new leadership role."
Norvell hired Nebraska defensive coordinator Tony White to the same position at FSU, and White is expected to bring defensive line coach Terrance Knighton with him. Knighton would have big shoes to fill in Tallahassee.

    


Haggins helped the program post a 279-113-1 record and win 14 Atlantic Coast Conference titles and two national championships during his time on staff. He was inducted into the Florida State Athletics Hall of Fame in 2018.




"I appreciate Coach Norvell and what he has meant to this program and school that I love so much," Haggins said. "I have learned from some of the greatest coaches in the history of college football, and I'm grateful for the opportunity to use my knowledge and experiences to support what Coach Norvell is doing. I'm excited for this change in responsibilities and looking forward to working alongside our new coaches."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Haggins has developed nearly two dozen future NFL pros while on campus, including first-round picks Brodrick Bunkley, Travis Johnson, Corey Simon and Andre Wadsworth.
Haggins played in Tallahassee during Florida State's dynasty years, starring at nose guard for the Seminoles. FSU posted a 39-8-1 record with Haggins on the defensive line, and he was part of four bowl-winning teams. He joined Bobby Bowden's staff following the Seminoles' 1993 national championship season.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            New York Islanders center Brock Nelson (29) shoots the puck against Buffalo Sabres defenseman Rasmus Dahlin (26) during the second period of an NHL hockey game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Elmont, N.Y. (AP Photo/Noah K. Murray)
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            Buffalo Sabres defenseman Rasmus Dahlin (26) and Vancouver Canucks center Max Sasson (63) collide during the third period of an NHL hockey game Friday, Nov. 29, 2024, in Buffalo, N.Y. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes)
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                                        BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) -- Buffalo Sabres coach Lindy Ruff ruled out defenseman Rasmus Dahlin from playing against the Winnipeg Jets on Thursday night because of back spasms.
Ruff did not provide a timeline of how long Dahlin might be sidelined. He said he hopes it's short-term "but you never know."
Dahlin left early in the third period and did not return in a 5-4 loss to Colorado on Tuesday in which the Sabres squandered a 4-0 lead and allowed four goals in the third period.
The injury, Ruff said, is related to the one Dahlin sustained the first day of training camp and forced him to miss a majority of the preseason. Dennis Gilbert is expected to be in the lineup in Dahlin's place. The Sabres also recalled defenseman Ryan Johnson from AHL Rochester on Thursday.
The player selected first overall in the 2018 draft leads Buffalo defensemen and ranks third on the team with 19 points (six goals, 13 assists). On Wednesday, Dahlin was named on Sweden's roster to represent the country in the NHL's upcoming 4 Nations Face-Off tournament.


    


Injured Sabres defenseman Mattias Samuelsson and forward Jordan Greenway rejoined the team for practice on Thursday. Samuelsson has been out of action since he sustained a lower-body injury on Nov. 11 against Montreal. Greenway has been out with a mid-body injury he sustained on Nov. 14 against St. Louis.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/NHL
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- A tennis official from Bosnia-Herzegovina was suspended for four years by the International Tennis Integrity Agency for six violations of the tennis anti-corruption program, including betting on professional matches.
Damjan Dejanovic's punishment, which also included a fine of 5,000 euros (about $5,285), was announced by the ITIA on Thursday. He has officiated at International Tennis Federation tournaments with $15,000 in prize money.

The ITIA said Dejanovic admitted wagering on tennis matches. He denied charges connected to manipulating entry of scoring data, but an independent hearing officer found him liable for six alleged breaches of the rules from 2022 to 2023.
Dejanovic was provisionally suspended on Jan. 8, and gets credit for that time, so the ban will expire on Jan. 7, 2028.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            Atlanta Falcons quarterback Kirk Cousins (18) looks to pass during the first half of an NFL football game against the Los Angeles Chargers on Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024 in Atlanta.(AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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                                        Atlanta (6-6) at Minnesota (10-2)
Sunday, 1 p.m. EST, Fox
BetMGM NFL odds: Vikings by 51/2.

    


Against the spread: Falcons 5-7; Vikings 7-5.
Series record: Vikings lead 21-12.
Last meeting: Vikings beat Falcons 31-28 in Atlanta on Nov. 5, 2023.
Last week: Falcons lost to Chargers 17-13; Vikings beat Cardinals 23-22. 
Falcons offense: overall (8), rush (14), pass (4), scoring (19).

    


Falcons defense: overall (21), rush (17), pass (22), scoring (22).
Vikings offense: overall (13), rush (17), pass (10), scoring (9).
Vikings defense: overall (13), rush (1), pass (28), scoring (5).
Turnover differential: Falcons minus-6; Vikings plus-5.

    


Falcons player to watch
QB Kirk Cousins returns to his former home in Minnesota, where he played the past six seasons, in perhaps the worst slump of his career. He matched his career high by throwing four interceptions against the Chargers. Cousins has six interceptions with no touchdowns over Atlanta's three-game losing streak that has erased a comfortable lead in the NFC South and forged a tie for first place with Tampa Bay. Cousins' struggles have raised questions about whether it's time for first-round pick Michael Penix Jr. to play, but coach Raheem Morris has been publicly adamant in his support of Cousins.




Vikings player to watch
CB Byron Murphy is tied for third in the NFL with a career-high five interceptions. He'll be even more vital in coverage for the Vikings if CB Stephon Gilmore can't play this week. Murphy has eight interceptions in two seasons with the Vikings after totaling five picks in four years with the Cardinals. 

    



    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Key matchup
Falcons DBs vs. Vikings WR Justin Jefferson. Both of Atlanta's safeties, Jessie Bates and Justin Simmons, were Pro Bowl picks last season. The Falcons are likely to use them liberally to help bracket Jefferson, who despite a steady stream of double teams and over-the-top coverage from opponents all season has still managed to rank second in the league with 1,038 yards.

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Key injuries
Falcons DT Ruke Orhorhoro (ankle) has returned to practice but might be at least a week away from playing. ... LB Troy Andersen (knee) was a full participant in practice on Wednesday. LB JD Bertrand (concussion) was limited. ... WRs Drake London (hip) and Darnell Mooney (Achilles tendon) will be monitored throughout the week. ... Gilmore (hamstring) left the game against the Cardinals in the second quarter, putting his status in question this week. He didn't practice on Wednesday. ... Vikings TE Josh Oliver (ankle) has missed the past two games, but he's on track to return. ... The Vikings will have long snapper Andrew DePaola (hand) back from a four-game absence, with kicker Will Reichard (quadriceps) also likely to return.

    


Series notes
The Vikings have won five of the past six matchups, covering a 12-year span. The only win by the Falcons was without fans during the pandemic, a 40-23 victory in Minneapolis on Oct. 18, 2020, when current Falcons coach Raheem Morris had taken over as interim coach for the fired Dan Quinn. Cousins threw three interceptions in the first half. ... The Vikings beat the Falcons in the first round of the 1982 playoffs, and the Falcons beat the Vikings in the NFC championship game after the 1998 season. Both games were at the Metrodome, which was torn down to make room for U.S. Bank Stadium's opening in 2016.
Stats and stuff
Coming off a nine-catch game against the Chargers, London has 70 this season to become the first player in team history with at least 65 receptions in each of his first three seasons. ... Younghoe Koo, whose hip injury prompted the Falcons to sign Riley Patterson last week as an emergency backup, has made 21 of 29 field-goal tries this season. He did not have more than five misses in any of his first five seasons with the club. ... TE Kyle Pitts has only six receptions for Atlanta in the past four games. He was held without a catch on only two targets against the Chargers. ... RB Bijan Robinson set a career high with 26 carries for 102 yards last week for Atlanta. ... The Vikings have won five straight games and are one game behind Detroit in the NFC North entering Week 14. They can clinch a spot in the playoffs this week with a win plus losses by the Cardinals and the Rams. ... Vikings QB Sam Darnold has a 100-plus passer rating in 10 games, matching Daunte Culpepper (2000) and Brett Favre (2009) for the most in franchise history in a single season. ... Jefferson, who last week became the fourth player in NFL history to reach 1,000 receiving yards in each of his first five seasons, has gone six straight games without a touchdown to match his career-long streak. ... OLB Jonathan Greenard is tied for third in the NFL with 10 sacks, matching Za'Darius Smith (2022) and Kevin Williams (2003) for the most in a player's first season with the Vikings.
Fantasy tip

Cousins has only two interceptions in five road games, but he didn't throw for any touchdowns in either of the past two. He has gone without a TD in four of 12 games this season, matching his shutout total in 88 games with Minnesota. The Vikings defense leads the NFL with 18 interceptions and has at least one takeaway in each of the first 12 games to start season for the first time since a 13-game streak in 2001.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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Ex-Olympic freestyle skier and football player Jeremy Bloom joins X Games as CEO
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                    Former skier and football player Jeremy Bloom, center, is greeted by onlookers before Colorado hosts Utah in an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- Jeremy Bloom is off to the X Games -- not to compete for the first time, of course, but to become the organization's new CEO.
The ex-Olympic freestyle skier and Colorado football player will step into the executive role, the company announced Thursday, and lead the annual summer and winter events as it transitions into a new, team-friendly format beginning in 2026 in addition to individual awards.
Over his career, the 42-year-old Bloom never got the chance to go for gold at X Games simply because the competition didn't offer his signature event, moguls.
This, though, feels like another sort of win.
"The opportunity to lead the X Games is more than just a professional milestone -- it's a deeply personal honor," Bloom said in a statement, with the winter X Games set to be held in Aspen, Colorado, next month. "Returning to my roots in sports and action sports, in particular, feels like coming home. The X Games is an iconic brand, and I have immense admiration and respect for our athletes, who are truly the best in the world."

    


Well-versed in the world of business ventures and philanthropy, Bloom brings an athlete's perspective to X Games, a sports franchise that MSP Sports Capital bought a majority interest from ESPN two years ago.


Bloom was a dual-sport standout, pursuing his Olympic dreams on the mogul-filled slopes and his NFL aspirations on the football field at Colorado. Bloom got caught in the NCAA crosshairs for wanting to play both sports and to have sponsors in skiing so he could fund his Olympic dreams. The NCAA denied his reinstatement to play football and still ski professionally after receiving endorsement money to fuel his Olympic dreams.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It was a different time two decades ago than it is now, where athletes can benefit from name, image and likeness.
Bloom was drafted by the Philadelphia Eagles in 2006 as a wide receiver/kick returner and had a stint with the Pittsburgh Steelers before branching out into philanthropy. In 2008, he started "Wish of a Lifetime," a foundation that's granted thousands of wishes for older adults.

    


Two years later, he co-founded the business-to-business marketing software company Integrate and served as the company's CEO after it was acquired by Audax Private Equity. He stepped down to take over at X Games.
"We are thrilled to welcome Jeremy as the leader of X Games," said Jeff Moorad, a partner at MSP and executive chairman of X Games. "His dedication, athletic experience and proven track record of building and managing successful companies will be instrumental in continuing to elevate our X Games properties and the X Games League."
In June, X Games introduced a new concept, where summer athletes in disciplines ranging from skateboarding, motocross and BMX compete as a team as well. Same with winter stars in snowboarding and skiing events. It's a way for, say, freestyle skiing superstar Eileen Gu to combine with snowboarder Scotty James to contend for team prize money in addition to an individual title.
The plan is to expand to four global winter competitions and four more in the summer. Both leagues will be selected through a draft process and have a points system. Last season, X Games doled out around $2.4 million to athletes.


    


"I'm excited to work with the team to further elevate the X Games," said Bloom, who's also served on the board of trustees for U.S. Ski and Snowboard.
As for his discipline, moguls, not being in X Games, Bloom wrote via a text: "They don't have my sport, (asterisk)yet."
___
AP Winter Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/winter-olympics and https://twitter.com/AP_Sports
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            Cole County Circuit Judge Jon Beetem, from left, Missouri Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft and Cole County Circuit Judge Daniel Green review and sign the official results of the November election while meeting as the Board of State Canvassers, at Ashcroft's office in Jefferson City, Missouri, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/David A. Lieb)
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            FILE - Mascots for the Kansas City Royals, St. Louis Blues and St. Louis Cardinals haul boxes of voter signatures collected in order to put a proposal to legalize sports betting on the ballot this year, Thursday, May 2, 2024, outside the Secretary of State's Office in Jefferson City, Mo. (AP Photo/Summer Ballentine, File)
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            FILE - A billboard promoting a ballot measure to legalize sports betting in Missouri is seen along Interstate 44 Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, in St. Louis County, Mo. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)
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                                        JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Fans in Missouri will be able to bet on sports next year as a result of a ballot measure that barely passed despite getting help from record-setting spending and the state's professional teams. 
State election officials on Thursday certified that the sports betting measure passed with 50.05% support in the November election.
Although the constitutional amendment takes effect now, betting won't immediately begin. Under Missouri's measure, state regulators must launch sports betting no later than Dec. 1, 2025.
A total of 38 states and Washington, D.C., already allow sports betting, which has expanded rapidly since the U.S. Supreme Court cleared the way for it in 2018.
The $43 million campaign -- a record for a Missouri ballot measure -- was funded almost entirely by DraftKings and FanDuel, which dominate the nationwide sports betting marketplace. Of the total raised, a combined $2 million was chipped in by the state's six major professional sports teams -- the St. Louis Cardinals, St. Louis Blues, Kansas City Chiefs, the Kansas City Royals, and the Kansas City Current and St. Louis City soccer teams. 

    


"Joining the 38 other states that already allow sports betting will allow us to further engage with our fans, while keeping tens of millions in Missouri for the benefit of our classrooms and communities," St. Louis Cardinals President Bill DeWitt III said in a statement Thursday. 




The $14 million opposition campaign was funded entirely by Caesars Entertainment, which operates three of Missouri's 13 casinos.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Missouri allows recounts on ballot questions when the winning margin is less than 0.5% of the total votes cast. The deadline to request a recount is seven days after the election is certified.
A spokesperson for the opposition group, Missourians Against the Deceptive Online Gambling Amendment, said previously in an email that it does not plan to request a recount. 

    


Missouri's constitutional amendment will allow each of the state's casinos and professional sports teams to offer on-site and mobile sports betting. Teams will control on-site betting and advertising within 400 yards (366 meters) of their stadiums and arenas. The initiative also allows two mobile sports betting operators to be licensed directly by the Missouri Gaming Commission.
Missouri will impose a 10% tax on sports betting revenue, which is below the national average of 19% that sportsbooks paid to states last year. 
Under the initiative, at least $5 million annually in licensing fees and taxes must go toward problem gambling programs, with remaining tax revenues going toward elementary, secondary and higher education.
Supporters turned to the initiative petition process to get the measure on the ballot after attempts to legalize sports betting repeatedly stalled in the state Senate. 

Though available in most states, sports betting remains off-limits in some potentially lucrative markets, such as California and Texas. In 2022, California voters defeated two rival proposals to legalize sports betting after interest groups spent roughly $450 million promoting or opposing the measures.
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                                        ESPN is continuing its transition into more direct-to-consumer offerings and being more accessible with Wednesday's launch of Disney+.
The ESPN expansion with its own section onto Disney+ follows the launch of Hulu on Disney+ earlier this year.
Those who subscribe to a bundle package with Disney+, Hulu and ESPN+ will be able to access all their content in one location. Disney+ standalone subscribers will gain access to ESPN+ content -- which is mostly college football and basketball -- along with some access to premium live events.
ESPN chairman Jimmy Pitaro said this is just another step toward the network launching its own direct-to-consumer product -- called Flagship -- in the Fall of 2025.
"We're hoping can attract the casual sports fan and then once we launch Flagship, try to attract them to that," Pitaro said in a phone interview with The Associated Press. "It will also help us being on Disney+ to get data on viewing experiences."

    


Standalone Disney+ subscribers will be able to see some live ESPN events, including five NBA games on Christmas Day and Day 1 of the Australian Open.

The "Monday Night Football" alternate broadcast during Monday night's Cincinnati Bengals-Dallas Cowboys game featuring The Simpsons, as well as the "Dunk the Halls" NBA alternate broadcast during the San Antonio Spurs-New York Knicks game, were already slated for Disney+.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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            South Africa's Ryan Rickelton raises his bat and helmet after reaching his maiden Test match century during the first day of the second Test cricket match between South Africa and Sri Lanka, at St George's Park in Gqeberha, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            South Africa's Ryan Rickelton, left, celebrates with teammate Kyle Verreynne, after reaching his maiden Test match century during the first day of the second Test cricket match between South Africa and Sri Lanka, at St George's Park in Gqeberha, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            South Africa's captain Temba Bavuma, right, plays shot as Sri Lanka's Kusal Mendis watches on during the first day of the second Test cricket match between South Africa and Sri Lanka, at St George's Park in Gqeberha, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            Sri Lanka's Lahiru Kumara, left, celebrates with teammate Sadeera Samarawickrama, after dismissing South Africa's Aiden Markam for 20 runs during the first day of the second test cricket match between South Africa and Sri Lanka, at St George's Park in Gqeberha, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            Sri Lanka's Vishwa Fernando dives but fails to prevent the boundary shot from South Africa's Ryan Rickelton during the first day of the second test cricket match between South Africa and Sri Lanka, at St George's Park in Gqeberha, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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                                        GQEBERHA, South Africa (AP) -- Ryan Rickelton's maiden century spearheaded South Africa to 269-7 against Sri Lanka to start the second test at St George's Park on Thursday.
Rickelton made 101 after replacing the injured Wiaan Mulder. The usual lower middle-order batter also did it from No. 3 in the order for the first time, although he might as well have been the opener. He was in the middle from the second over until the second to last over.
Rickelton's steadfast attitude, while taking at least three painful blows on the gloves, backstopped the Proteas' two main partnerships; 133 with captain Temba Bavuma and 77 with Kyle Verreynne.
Bavuma, 78, and Verreynne, 48 not out, opened up while Rickelton held down the other end.
The day would have been South Africa's, but Sri Lanka grabbed a share of the honors by hitting back right at the death by snaring Rickelton and Marco Jansen.

    


Fast bowler Lahiru Kumara, who claimed Rickelton's wicket, led Sri Lanka with 3-54.
On a green-tinged pitch blown by a strong wind, South Africa chose to bat first and was soon in trouble.
Tony de Zorzi was out on the seventh ball, to a yorker on his boot from Asitha Fernando, and Kumara dismissed Aiden Markram who was trying to drive and Tristan Stubbs caught behind for his 100th and 101st test wickets.




Rickelton and Bavuma rescued South Africa to reach lunch on 82-3.
In the afternoon, Rickelton marked his eighth test by passing his previous best score, 42. Until August, on tour in the Caribbean, the late bloomer had played only one test in two years.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Meanwhile, Bavuma reached his 23rd test fifty, off 57 balls, and his fourth fifty in his last six innings. Rickelton followed with his fifty off 121 balls.
Their 133-run stand ended right on tea when Bavuma tried hooking Fernando but gloved behind. The captain scored 78 off 109 balls, including eight boundaries and a six over midwicket.


    


David Bedingham had a brief but dramatic stay. He was dropped on 1 and 5, both times off the distraught Fernando, before he was bowled on 6 by spinner Prabath Jayasuriya.
Rickelton was smacked on the gloves by Fernando and Kumara, but pumped his fists when he reached his hundred off 231 balls, including 11 boundaries.
He was the fifth South African man to score their maiden test hundred this year, after Bedingham, de Zorzi, Stubbs and Mulder.
Rickelton finally fell poking at Kumara outside off stump and edging to Pathum Nissanka at gully.
Jansen was bowled in the next over by pacer Vishwa Fernando, which turned out to be the day's last delivery.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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                                        SUN CITY, South Africa (AP) -- Defending champion Max Homa birdied his last two holes to shoot a 6-under 66 and take a one-shot lead over South African Ockie Strydom in the first round of the Nedbank Golf Challenge on Thursday. 
Homa started his round with three straight birdies and had two more on the front nine. He dropped two shots with bogeys on the back nine. 
Strydom's opening round of 67 included four birdies, an eagle and a bogey. 
Pablo Larrazabal, Andy Sullivan, Matthew Jordan and Thorbjorn Olesen were in a tie for third, two shots behind Strydom.
After missing out on qualifying for the Tour Championship in August, Homa had made just two tour-level starts. Last year, he became the fifth American to lift the trophy in South Africa.
"It felt really good because I haven't played a tournament in a while and I have been working on a lot of new stuff, so to come out and birdie the first three holes was cool," said Homa, the six-time PGA Tour winner who is trying to become the eighth player to successfully defend his title at the tournament -- and the first American to do it since Jim Furyk in 2006.

    


"I thought I played really well," Homa said. "It was really tricky with the wind, it did a complete flip on seven, so it threw us through a bit of a loop but I thought I did a really good job of adjusting to it. Made one mistake on the 15th, leaving it long of that pin, but otherwise I did a pretty good job of playing within myself and not hitting shots I don't love to hit, so yeah it was good."





Homa is among three players in the field who are ranked in the top 50, along with Corey Conners -- who opened with a 72 -- and Thriston Lawrence, who shot a 71.
The field also includes American Will Zalatoris, who had a 74 after a double bogey on the par-4 13th hole.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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            Zimbabwe celebrates a wicket during the third T20 cricket match between Zimbabwe and Pakistan at Queens Sports Club in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Wonder Mashura)
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            Pakistan's Arafat Minhas at the wicket during the third T20 cricket match between Zimbabwe and Pakistan at Queens Sports Club in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Wonder Mashura)
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            Pakistan's Qasim Akram at the wicket during the third T20 cricket match between Zimbabwe and Pakistan at Queens Sports Club in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Wonder Mashura)
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            Zimbabwe's Ryan Burl celebrates a wicket during the third T20 cricket match between Zimbabwe and Pakistan at Queens Sports Club in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Wonder Mashura)
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            Pakistan's Sahibzada Farhan at the wicket in front of Zimbabwe's Tadiwanashe Marumani during the third T20 cricket match between Zimbabwe and Pakistan at Queens Sports Club in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Wonder Mashura)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 10 | 
            Zimbabwe's Tadiwanashe Marumani, left, and Pakistan's Salman Ali Agha during the third T20 cricket match between Zimbabwe and Pakistan at Queens Sports Club in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Wonder Mashura)
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                                        BULAWAYO, Zimbabwe (AP) -- Young all-rounder Tinotenda Maposa made a memorable Twenty20 debut and earned Zimbabwe a sensational two-wicket consolation win in the third and final game of the series on Thursday.
Zimbabwe's batters stumbled for the third successive time in the series and were in danger of a clean sweep before 21-year-old Maposa smashed left-arm fast bowler Jahandad Khan for a four and a six in the final over as the home team reached 133-8 with a ball to spare. Maposa remained unbeaten on 12 off 4 fours.
Pakistan, which made four changes after taking an unassailable 2-0 lead in the series, was earlier restricted to 132-7 after the visitors won the toss and elected to bat.
Tall fast bowler Blessing Muzarabani picked up two wickets inside the power play while Maposa struck with his medium pace and removed Tayyab Tahir (21) just when Pakistan looked to rebuild the innings.

    


Captain Salman Ali Agha held one end up with run-a-ball 32 and contributed 30 runs with Qasim Akram (20), who fell in the 12th over to a splendid catch by Dion Myers at backward point.
Zimbabwe didn't allow Salman to accelerate through its pace and spin in the death overs with the Pakistan skipper getting run-out in a mix-up with Arafat Minhas, who remained unbeaten on 22.




Zimbabwe had lost eight wickets for 31 in the first game to lose by 57 runs and then fell to a new low when it got bowled out for its lowest T20 score of 57 in the second game and lost the match by 10 wickets.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But in the absence of rested fast bowler Haris Rauf, Pakistan's second string pacers struggled in the powerplay as Brian Bennett (43) and Tadiwanashe Marumani (15) clobbered 40 runs off the first 19 balls.
Bennettt was hard on Rauf's replacement Mohammad Hasnain as he smacked four boundaries against the pacer in one over which went for 19 runs.
Marumani fell to off-spinner Salman in the fourth over when he spooned at catch at square leg before Bennett holed out in the deep against the left-arm wrist spinner Sufiyan Muqeem, who grabbed five wickets for just three runs in the second match.

    


Muqeem (1-19) kept up the pressure and bowled his final over maiden as Zimbabwe lost six wickets for 47 runs with fast bowler Abbas Afridi claiming 3-24.
With 12 needed in the final over, Maposa struck Jahandad for a boundary to fine leg of the first ball before smacking the fast bowler over the mid-wicket for a big six of the next ball.
Jahandad couldn't run out Maposa on the third ball as he missed the stumps at the non-striker's end. With two needed off three balls Tashinga Musekiwa holed out at wide mid-on but Richard Ngarava took the home team over the line by driving the seamer to mid-on for victory.

Pakistan also beat Zimbabwe by 2-1 in the preceding ODI series and will now travel to South Africa for three Twenty20s, three ODIs and two test matches, starting with the first T20 next Tuesday. 
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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                                        ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Lewis Hamilton says he "massively underestimated" how big a toll his decision to leave Mercedes for Ferrari would take on his relationships with the team where he won six of his seven Formula 1 championships.
Hamilton's move to Ferrari for 2025 ends the most successful partnership between a driver and a team in F1 history. The decision was announced in February and has overshadowed an often-difficult season with Mercedes that has yielded two wins but some poor recent results. 
"I anticipated it would be difficult, but massively underestimated how difficult it would be. It was straining on the relationship very early on, took time for people to get past it," Hamilton said Thursday. "And then just for my own self, it's been a very emotional year for me and I think I've not been at my best in handling and dealing with those emotions."

    


Speaking ahead of his final race for Mercedes on Sunday at the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, Hamilton said he'd been left with "loads of bruises" following a game of paintball with some Mercedes colleagues shortly after his move to Ferrari was revealed. "People went in on me that day," he said.




Hamilton added that he was working on how he handles difficult personal situations following some of the strain in his relationships this year.

"I think you've all seen the worst of me and seen the best of me, and I'm not going to apologize for either because I'm only human and I don't always get it right," Hamilton said. "I definitely would say this year has been one of the worst in terms of handling that from my side, which I work on trying to be better at. But I hope the good and the highs far outweigh the negatives and how I've handled it or behaved."
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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            Duke's Cooper Flagg (2) reacts after scoring a basket ahead of Auburn's Johni Broome (4) during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game in Durham, N.C., Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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            Auburn's Johni Broome (4) drives as Duke's Maliq Brown, left, defends during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game in Durham, N.C., Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)
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    The AP Top 25 men's college basketball poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


DURHAM, N.C. (AP) -- Duke's Cooper Flagg knows what's coming from older and stronger defenders. So too does Auburn coach Bruce Pearl when it comes to the pressure facing his frontcourt star, Johni Broome.
On Wednesday night, the two preseason Associated Press All-Americans headlined a heavyweight matchup worthy of March, though from very different positions: Flagg as the 17-year-old touted freshman mentioned as a possible No. 1 overall NBA draft pick long before showing up on campus, Broome as the 22-year-old fifth-year senior who started his career at a mid-major. 
Yet they're each shouldering the burden of top billing on a team with national title aspirations, all on display as the ninth-ranked Blue Devils beat the second-ranked Tigers 84-78 in the ACC/SEC Challenge.
The 6-foot-9, 205-pound Flagg finished with a game-high 22 points and 11 rebounds with four assists, three steals and two blocks. The 6-10 240-pound Broome had 20 points, 12 rebounds and three assists before fouling out late. They didn't match up directly, but remained the gravitational force at the center of everything -- from offensive plans to collapsing defenses -- all the same.

    


For Flagg, it was sign of big-game growth after late stumbles in losses to Kentucky and Kansas, along with handling the physical play of the Tigers.




"That's something I'm going to start to see more and more," Flagg said. "It's definitely going to be a game plan for the other team, just to try and be physical with me. I think that's something that I've been dealing with since I was in sixth, seventh grade. People look at me and think they can just out-tough me, be more physical with me, and it would take me out the game. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"But I've just got to keep playing through it, keep learning how to use that against them and just keep getting better."
He did that against the veteran-laden Tigers, scoring 16 points and drawing seven fouls while getting to the line nine times after halftime. He felt several of those, too, such as Chaney Johnson's off-ball bump that knocked him to the hardwood midway through the second half and left him wincing.

    


"I told him all week: 'They're going at you the whole time,'" junior teammate Tyrese Proctor said. "They had a couple of dirty plays. I just told him to keep his head composed and poised and just trust himself."
Flagg pushed through regardless and showed some of his smooth moves, particularly in the second half. A dribble drive into the lane for a fallaway jumper over 6-11 big man Dylan Cardwell; pouncing on a defensive switch to drive and easily score over 6-4 guard Denver Jones; a spinning drop-step score in the paint while being fouled, leaving Pearl staring at officials and pointing to the Tigers' end of the court about an earlier no-call.
Flagg also had no turnovers in his 37 minutes, a reversal after losing late turnovers in the losses to the Wildcats and Jayhawks.
"To be able to coach him, he never fights you," Duke coach Jon Scheyer said. "He just never fights you. In a game, you can get on him. In practice he's always wanting to get better and in every aspect of his game. 

    


"I've always felt like Cooper's a one-time guy. He needs to experience something one time to get adjusted."
As for Broome, he was coming off a dominating run through the Maui Invitational that made him the AP men's college basketball national player of the week Tuesday. Auburn also jumped two spots in Monday's latest AP Top 25, erasing nearly all of top-ranked Kansas' previous margin on the No. 2-ranked team. And that made the Tigers just the second top-2 nonconference team to play in Cameron Indoor Stadium since 1965 and first since top-ranked Michigan's "Fab Five" lost here December 1992 -- exactly 32 years ago Thursday.
Broome, who played his first two college seasons at Morehead State, offered matchup concerns with his ability to handle the ball on the perimeter, alter shots and attack the glass. And he was unbothered by the hostility of Duke's famously rambunctious "Cameron Crazies" fans, staring at them through much of pregame warmups with a grin and even laughing multiple times.

    


He didn't shoot well early (2 for 9 in the first half) but started thriving in the pick-and-roll after halftime with Duke's defense stretched by Auburn's 3-point shooters. He nearly had a double-double in the second half (15 points, nine rebounds), including when he finished at the rim through Mason Gillis' foul and knocked Gillis to the ground -- then gave him a lengthy stare as he stood over him.
Broome led the Tigers until fouling out with 15 seconds left with Blue Devils fans starting to chant "Our house! Our house!" to mark another home win in their famed arena.
He never flinched, even in the face of Auburn's first loss.
"I think he's handled (the pressure) really well," Pearl said. "One of the reasons our team has played well so far this year is Johni's been a tremendously consistent player. Clearly a (national) player of the year candidate. If our team continues to win, he's our best player. ... He's able to do it on both ends, and he's able to do it inside and out."
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up  here. AP college basketball:   https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll  and  https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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                                        ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) -- India's winning combination is likely to get a bigger overhaul than Australia's losing lineup from the opening match in Perth when the five-test series moves to Adelaide for the day-night, pink ball match.
Returning skipper Rohit Sharma and Shubman Gill have to squeeze back into the batting lineup after missing the big win in Perth last week, when paceman Jasprit Bumrah led India to a massive victory in a city where Australia usually dominates cricket.
Rohit said KL Rahul and Yashasvi Jaiswal, who combined for a 201-run opening partnership to give India the ascendency in the first test, would continue as the opening pair and he would bat "somewhere in the middle."
Sharma usually bats at the top of the order but he missed the first test to be at the birth of his second child. He said he realized then that he didn't want to split up the opening formula.

    


"I was at home with my newborn in my arms and I was watching how KL batted and it was brilliant, to be honest," he said. "I felt there was no need to change that now.
"Clearly we want results, we want success, and those two guys at the top ... just looking at this one test match, they batted brilliantly."




Australia is set for just one lineup change when the second test starts Friday, with Scott Boland recalled for his first test match since the 2023 Ashes series to replace the injured Josh Hazlewood.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The 33-year-old Hazlewood, who took match figures of 5-57 from 34 overs in Australia's heavy 295-run defeat in the first test, is out with a side strain. 
Mitch Marsh will play and Australia skipper Pat Cummins said the allrounder is available to bowl, despite experiencing back soreness in Perth after bowling 17 overs last week.
"Made the call with the medical team over the last couple of days to give him a couple of days off bowling but expect him to warm up and, if required, will bowl," Cummins said Thursday. "Guessing he would be required at some point."

    


The Australians in recent decades have rarely been behind after a series-opening test on home soil, and are on the wrong end of a four-series streak against India. So the second match in Adelaide, where they're undefeated in the day-night test format, is crucial for team morale. Only one Australian team has rallied from 2-0 down to win a five-test series
"When you're down there's a little bit more (pressure) but we have been in similar situations in World Cups or other series," Cummins said. "We know we weren't at our best last week, we have got a few things to work on."
Cummins said the expected movement of the pink ball in the day-night conditions would suit Boland.
"As a captain, it's pretty awesome to have Scotty come straight in," he said.
India isn't expected to confirm its starting XI until the toss on Friday. Apart from Sharma and Gill, there's speculation veteran spin bowler Ravichandran Ashwin will return.
__
Lineups:
Australia: Usman Khawaja, Nathan McSweeney, Marnus Labuschagne, Steve Smith, Travis Head, Mitch Marsh, Alex Carey, Pat Cummins (captain), Mitchell Starc, Nathan Lyon, Scott Boland.

India (from): India: KL Rahul, Yashasvi Jaisval, Shubman Gill, Devdutt Padikkal, Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma (captain) Rishabh Pant, Dhruv Jurel, Washington Sundar, Ravichandran Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja, Nitish Kumar Reddy, Harshit Rana, Jasprit Bumrah, Mohamed Siraj.

    


___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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            Matt Gaetz talks before President-elect Donald Trump speaks during an America First Policy Institute gala at his Mar-a-Lago estate, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            FILE--Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., appears before the House Rules Committee at the Capitol in Washington, Friday, Sept. 22, 2023. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Matt Gaetz may be done with the House of Representatives, but his former colleagues aren't through with him yet. 
Lawmakers on Thursday are expected to decide the fate of the long-awaited House ethics report into sexual misconduct allegations against Gaetz, with many pressing for its release even though the Florida Republican has left Congress and withdrawn as President-elect Donald Trump's nominee for attorney general. Gaetz denies the allegations.
The bipartisan committee planned to vote in the afternoon on whether to make public the findings of their yearslong inquiry. If they decide against that disclosure, Democrats are poised to force votes on the House floor requiring the committee to publish the full report.
It's the culmination of weeks of pressure on the committee's five Republicans and five Democrats who mostly work in secret as they investigate allegations of misconduct against lawmakers. 

    


The status of the Gaetz investigation became an open question last month when he abruptly resigned from Congress after Trump's announcement that he wanted his ally in the Cabinet. It is standard practice for the committee to end investigations when members of Congress depart, but the circumstances surrounding Gaetz were unusual, given his potential role in the new administration.




Rep. Michael Guest, R-Miss., the committee chairman, said Wednesday that there is no longer the same urgency to release the report given that Gaetz has left Congress and stepped aside as Trump's choice to head the Justice Department. Guest said he will not vote to make the report public.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I've been steadfast about that. He's no longer a member. He is no longer going to be confirmed by the Senate because he withdrew his nomination to be the attorney general," Guest said. "But I am only a single vote of 10. I don't control the remainder of the committee. We have nine other members who have the ability to continue to weigh in on this issue."

    


Gaetz has denied any wrongdoing and said last year that the Justice Department's separate investigation against him into sex trafficking allegations involving underage girls ended without federal charges.

His onetime political ally Joel Greenberg, a fellow Republican who served as the tax collector in Florida's Seminole County, admitted as part of a plea deal with prosecutors in 2021 that he paid women and an underage girl to have sex with him and other men. The men were not identified in court documents when he pleaded guilty. Greenberg was sentenced in late 2022 to 11 years in prison. 
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during a plenary session of the VTB Investment Forum 'Russia Calling' in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Yuri Kochetkov/Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump signs autographs as Massad Boulos listens during a visit to The Great Commoner, Nov. 1, 2024, in Dearborn, Mich. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)
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            President Joe Biden leaves the National Museum of Slavery, in the capital Luanda, Angola on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As President Joe Biden uses his final days in office to boost Ukraine's defenses, Russia is playing a different game: spreading disinformation aimed at eroding U.S. support for Ukraine before Donald Trump's return to the White House next month.
Since the U.S. election on Nov. 5, the Kremlin has used state-run media and its networks of fake news sites and social media accounts to push divisive narratives about the war and America's Republican president-elect. Analysts say the content, translated into English for American audiences, is intended to turn sentiment against Ukraine at a pivotal time, with the hope of reducing U.S. military assistance and ensuring a Russian victory.
Recent examples include fake videos supposedly showing Ukrainian soldiers burning effigies of Trump or his supporters. One clip depicts soldiers saying Trump must not be allowed to take office and should "never be president again." Multiple researchers have debunked the video, noting telltale signs of digital manipulation.

    


A different video claims to show Ukrainian soldiers firing at a mannequin wearing a red "Make America Great Again" hat and a Trump campaign shirt. That video was analyzed and determined to be fake by private analysts and Ukraine's Center for Countering Disinformation, a government agency that tracks Kremlin propaganda. 




Other versions -- just as fake -- depict Ukrainian soldiers burning Trump's books or calling him a coward. In the weeks after the election, the clips spread far beyond Ukraine and Russia, circulating among Trump supporters and believers in QAnon, the conspiracy theory that claims Trump is fighting a war against a Satanic cabal of powerful world leaders.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It's part of Russia's continued push to divide Americans over the nearly 3-year war in Ukraine and paint Ukrainians as unreliable, dishonest allies, according to analysts who have tracked Russian disinformation and propaganda since the war began. By discouraging American support for Ukraine, the Kremlin is hoping to cut off the most vital source of military assistance that has kept Ukrainian hopes alive since Russia invaded in February 2022.

    


Early in the war, Russian propagandists portrayed Ukrainian leaders as corrupt and self-serving. Russian state media claimed Ukraine's leaders held Nazi sympathies -- even though President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is Jewish -- or were involved in clandestine bioweapons research that Moscow sought to tie to the COVID-19 pandemic. Each false claim was used to justify Russia's invasion.
"It's planted by the Russians, this idea that 'Ukraine is so corrupt it shouldn't even be a state, and we are the right people to be running this place,'" said Rupert Smith, a retired British general and former NATO deputy supreme commander who now leads a Brussels-based consulting firm called Solvo Partners. "Now this is being used as an excuse for not supporting Ukraine."
The fake video claiming to show Ukrainian soldiers firing on the Trump mannequin spread on platforms such as X, Telegram and YouTube, getting an early boost from pro-Kremlin news sites before migrating to ones popular with Americans, according to an analysis by researchers at NewsGuard, a firm that tracks disinformation.

    


Some versions of the video were created long before the election but were passed off as more recent. Within days, the video was receiving hundreds of thousands of views and had been translated into several languages besides Russian and English, including German, Chinese and Polish, NewsGuard found. 
According to U.S. intelligence, Russia sought to support Trump in the presidential election, believing he would reduce American backing for Ukraine and perhaps the NATO alliance. The incoming president has praised Russian President Vladimir Putin, criticized U.S. military aid to Ukraine and NATO and promised to end the war in 24 hours, comments that appear to suggest he would press Ukraine to surrender territory now occupied by Russia. 
In response to questions about Russia's role in spreading disinformation about Ukraine, a spokesperson for the Russian Embassy in Washington referred to past statements rejecting any involvement.

    


In the time it has left, the Biden administration has urged Ukraine to quickly increase the size of its military by drafting more troops and has stepped upweapons shipments while forgiving billions in loans provided to Kyiv. So far, the White House has pushed more than $56 billion in security assistance to Ukraine and expects to send billions more before Biden leaves office on Jan. 20, 2025.
It's easy to understand Russia's motives in trying to cut off that supply of aid, said Joshua Tucker, a New York University professor and Russia expert who studies online disinformation. What's harder to gauge, he said, is the effectiveness of Russian disinformation, especially on social media platforms already crowded with false, bizarre and debunked claims.

    


One reason that Russia may persist with disinformation targeting Americans is the relative ease and affordability of such operations compared with diplomatic or military alternatives.
Russia likely sees disinformation as part of a long-term effort to undermine America's global leadership by dividing its people and undermining support for its institutions, Tucker said. Whether the topic is immigration, the government, the U.S. economy or the war in Ukraine, he said, the goal remains the same and goes beyond one election cycle or one candidate.
"I think what they were really hoping for is a contested result with lots of people out in the streets, arguing the election wasn't legitimate," Tucker said.

If they couldn't have that, however, Russia's disinformation agencies will keep pushing narratives that they believe will inflame Americans and boost their chances in Ukraine, Tucker said.
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            FILE - Proud Boys leader Enrique Tarrio speaks at a rally in Delta Park on Sept. 26, 2020, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Allison Dinner, File)
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            FILE - Washington Metropolitan Police Department Lt. Shane Lamond departs federal court after pleading not guilty to obstruction of justice and other charges, May 19, 2023, in Washington. A trial is underway for a police officer charged with leaking confidential information to Proud Boys leader Enrique Tarrio after the extremist group's members burned a stolen Black Lives Matter banner in the nation's capital. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former Proud Boys national chairman Enrique Tarrio is expected to testify on Thursday at the trial of a retired Washington, D.C., police officer accused of leaking confidential information to the far-right extremist group leader after Tarrio and other Proud Boys burned a stolen Black Lives Matter banner.
Attorneys for former Metropolitan Police Department Lt. Shane Lamond plan to call Tarrio as their first defense witness for Lamond's federal trial on charges that he obstructed justice and made false statements about his communications with Tarrio.
Justice Department prosecutors rested their case against Lamond on Wednesday.
Tarrio is serving a 22-year prison sentence related to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol by a mob of Donald Trump supporters. A jury convicted him and other Proud Boys leaders of seditious conspiracy for a plot to stop the peaceful transfer of presidential power from Trump to Joe Biden after the 2020 election. 

    


U.S. District Judge Amy Berman Jackson will decide the case against Lamond after hearing testimony without a jury.
On Monday, the judge said Tarrio was waiting for the outcome of last month's presidential election before deciding whether to testify at Lamond's trial. President-elect Trump, who repeatedly has vowed to pardon people convicted of Capitol riot charges, suggested he would consider pardoning Tarrio.




Tarrio was sentenced to more than five months in jail for burning the banner that was stolen in December 2020 from a historic Black church in downtown Washington, and for bringing two high-capacity firearm magazines into the district.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Tarrio was arrested in Washington two days before the Jan. 6 siege. The Miami resident wasn't at the Capitol when a mob of Trump supporters stormed the building and interrupted the congressional certification of Biden's 2020 electoral victory.

    


During the trial's opening statements on Monday, a prosecutor said Lamond was a "Proud Boys sympathizer" who warned Tarrio about his impending arrest for the banner's destruction and later lied to investigators about their communications.
Lamond, who met Tarrio in 2019, had supervised the intelligence branch of the police department's Homeland Security Bureau. He was responsible for monitoring groups like the Proud Boys when they came to Washington.
Lamond's indictment accuses him of lying to and misleading federal investigators when they questioned him in June 2021 about his contacts with Tarrio.

One of the government's last witnesses was acting MPD Capt. Nicole Copeland, who supervised the police investigation of the banner burning. Copeland testified on Wednesday that it would have helped investigators to know that Tarrio had privately confessed to Lamond. The Proud Boys leader also publicly admitted on social media and on a podcast that he had burned the banner. 
Lamond, of Stafford, Virginia, was arrested in May 2023. He retired from the police department that same month.
___
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            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, the Admiral Golovko frigate of the Russian navy is seen during drills in the Mediterranean Sea. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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            Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Air Force Gen. CQ Brown, left, and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin attend a wreath laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier on National Veterans Day Observance at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Va., Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, a Russian navy frigate launches a Zircon hypersonic cruise missile during drills in the Mediterranean Sea. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, a Russian navy frigate launches a Zircon hypersonic cruise missile during drills in the Mediterranean Sea. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, the Admiral Gorshkov frigate of the Russian navy is seen during drills in the Mediterranean Sea. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, a Russian navy frigate is seen during drills in the Mediterranean Sea. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, the Admiral Golovko frigate of the Russian navy is seen during drills in the Mediterranean Sea. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, a Russian navy frigate launches a Zircon hypersonic cruise missile during drills in the Mediterranean Sea. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, the Admiral Gorshkov frigate of the Russian navy is seen during drills in the Mediterranean Sea. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Russia's top military officer called his U.S. counterpart to give advance warning of Russia's drills in the Mediterranean Sea, officials said Thursday, in what was a rare contact amid high tensions between Moscow and Washington.
Russia's General Staff chief, Gen. Valery Gerasimov, reached out to Gen. CQ Brown, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, on Nov. 27 to inform him about a planned Russian naval exercise involving missile launches in the eastern Mediterranean, the Russian Defense Ministry said.
"The information was delivered in order to prevent possible incidents in view of U.S. and NATO warships presence near the area of the Russian exercise," the ministry said in a statement. 
The ministry previously reported that the three-day Russian navy drills that wrapped up Tuesday involved two frigates performing practice launches of new hypersonic Zircon cruise missiles and submarine that fired Kalibr cruise missiles. As part of the drills, Russian forces also fired an Onyx missile from a ground launcher at a practice sea target.

    


The Pentagon said Brown and Gerasimov discussed a number of global and regional security issues, including the conflict in Ukraine, in their first call since Brown became chairman in October 2023. Gerasimov informed Brown of the live-fire exercise, but did not discuss specific weapons systems that would be used.




Separately, Andriy Yermak, chief of staff to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, met with two senior officials in the incoming Trump administration, working to nail down crucial support for Ukraine from President-elect Donald Trump.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Yermak was in the U.S. on Wednesday for talks with Republican Rep. Mike Waltz, Trump's pick for his national security adviser, and Keith Kellogg, a retired lieutenant general whom Trump has named as an envoy for Ukraine, a person familiar with the meeting said. The person was not authorized to publicly discuss the matter and spoke on condition of anonymity.

    


Neither side gave immediate details of the session. It was one of many meetings that Trump aides are having with foreign representatives before Trump takes office Jan. 20, 2025.
Trump, a longtime admirer of Russian President Vladimir Putin, has called for bringing a quick end to fighting in Russia's nearly 3-year war against Ukraine's Western-aligned government. He has given few details of his plans. 

Ukrainians and many of their supporters hope for continued U.S. military and diplomatic support to allow the country to get the best terms possible in any eventual ceasefire negotiations. 
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            FILE - French President Emmanuel Macron, right, and Prime Minister Michel Barnier stand at attention during commemorations marking the 106th anniversary of the November 11, 1918, Armistice, ending World War I, at the Arc de Triomphe in Paris, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. ( Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP, File)
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            FILE - French Prime Minister Michel Barnier attends a debate at the National Assembly while France's minority government may be on its last legs as opposition lawmakers moved this week toward a no-confidence vote, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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            Parliament members gather while France's minority government may be on its last legs as opposition lawmakers moved this week toward a no-confidence vote, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French President Emmanuel Macron will address the nation Thursday following the resignation of ousted Prime Minister Michel Barnier, a day after a historic no-confidence vote at the National Assembly left France without a functioning government. 
Macron "took note" of Barnier's resignation, the Elysee presidential palace said in a statement. Barnier and other ministers will be "in charge of current affairs until the appointment of a new government," the statement said. 
Macron is expected to focus on stabilizing the political crisis in his speech, though it is unclear when he will name a new prime minister to navigate the fractured parliament. 
The no-confidence motion passed by 331 votes in the National Assembly, forcing Barnier to step down after just three months in office--the shortest tenure of any prime minister in modern French history. 




Pressure to act swiftly 
Macron faces the critical task of naming a replacement capable of leading a minority government in a parliament where no party holds a majority. Yael Braun-Pivet, president of the National Assembly and a member of Macron's party, urged the president to move quickly. 
"I recommend he decide rapidly on a new prime minister," Braun-Pivet said Thursday on France Inter radio. "There must not be any political hesitation. We need a leader who can speak to everyone and work to pass a new budget bill." 
The process may prove challenging. Macron's administration has yet to confirm any names, though French media have reported a shortlist of centrist candidates who might appeal to both sides of the political spectrum.
Macron took more than two months to appoint Barnier after his party's defeat in June's legislative elections, raising concerns about potential delays this time. 

    


Calls for Macron to step down 
The no-confidence vote has galvanized opposition leaders, with some explicitly calling for Macron's resignation.
"I believe that stability requires the departure of the President of the Republic," said Manuel Bompard, leader of the far-left France Unbowed party, on BFM TV Wednesday night.
Far-right National Rally leader Marine Le Pen, whose party holds the most seats in the Assembly, stopped short of calling for Macron's resignation but warned that "the pressure on the President of the Republic will get stronger and stronger." 
Macron, however, has dismissed such calls and ruled out new legislative elections. The French constitution does not call for a president to resign after his government was ousted by the National Assembly.
"I was elected to serve until 2027, and I will fulfill that mandate," he told reporters earlier this week.
The constitution also says that new legislative elections cannot be held until at least July, creating a potential stalemate for policymakers.
Economic uncertainty looms
The political instability has heightened concerns about France's economy, particularly its debt, which could rise to 7% of GDP next year without significant reforms. Analysts say that Barnier's government downfall could push up French interest rates, digging the debt even further.
Rating agency Moody's warned late Wednesday that the government's fall "reduces the likelihood of consolidating public finances" and worsens the political gridlock. 
Macron's speech, scheduled for 8 p.m. local time, is expected to address these economic challenges while setting a course for the future government. 

    


Teachers' protest takes political tone
A planned protest by teachers against budget cuts in education took on a new tone Thursday, as demonstrators in Paris linked their demands to the political crisis.
"Macron quit!" read a sign held by Dylan Quenon, a 28-year-old teacher at a middle school in Aubervilliers, just north of Paris.
Quenon said Macron bears responsibility for what he described as the dismantling of public services like schools. "The only way for this to change is to have him out of office," he said.
Protesters expressed little hope that Macron's next appointee would reverse course.

"I'm glad this government is falling, but it could possibly lead to something even worse," said Elise De La Gorce, a 33-year-old teacher in Stains, north of Paris.
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                    FILE - People arrive at the Bitcoin 2024 Conference on July 24, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Born from the ashes of the 2008 global financial crisis, bitcoin arrived after trust had withered in the financial system and in Washington's ability to protect those who must participate in it. Now, it's Washington's very embrace of bitcoin that's helping to send its price to records and lining the pockets of its believers.
Bitcoin briefly surged above $103,000 after President-elect Donald Trump said he intends to nominate Paul Atkins, a former regulator who's seen as friendly to crypto, as the next chair of the Securities and Exchange Commission. He would replace Gary Gensler, who critics say has been overly aggressive in his oversight of crypto.
It's the latest leg in an astonishing run for bitcoin, whose swings in price are already notoriously extreme.
Bitcoin has more than doubled this year, with a particularly big jump coming after Election Day, when its price was sitting below $70,000. During his campaign, Trump called for making the United States "the crypto capital of the planet."

    


The crypto industry, meanwhile, did its part to bring politicians friendly to digital currencies into Washington. Crypto corporations poured over $119 million into influencing federal elections in 2024, primarily into a political action committee dedicated to electing pro-crypto candidates and defeating crypto skeptics, according to a recent review by Public Citizen.




It's a large amount. Crypto companies accounted for 44% of all the corporate money contributed during this year's elections, according to the consumer advocacy organization.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Such a tight embrace marks an interesting twist from bitcoin's early days, when someone or a group of someones under the name of Satoshi Nakamoto created a kind of electronic cash that wouldn't be beholden to any government or financial institution. 
In the white paper announcing bitcoin, Namakoto said the traditional way of doing business on the internet "works well enough for most transactions." But, Nakamoto said, it "still suffers from the inherent weaknesses of the trust based model," where a third party like a bank needs to process payments. 

    


Instead, Nakamoto suggested harnessing computing power around the world as a way to create a digital currency that can't be double-spent. "What is needed is an electronic payment system based on cryptographic proof instead of trust, allowing any two willing parties to transact directly with each other without the need for a trusted third party." That is what became the bitcoin network. 
Since then, bitcoin has moved from the financial fringes toward the mainstream, in jagged fits and starts. While it hasn't taken off as a way to pay for groceries, it found popularity as a kind of "digital gold," or a way to store value in something that's not subject to the direct influence of a federal government or a central bank. 
In its early days, it had a reputation for use by drug dealers, scammers, crypto enthusiasts, libertarians and others who were looking to move money without oversight by the government. Now, it's also found its way into more investor portfolios. Earlier this year, the SEC approved exchange-traded funds that track the spot price of bitcoin. Such ETFs give investors a relatively easy way to buy bitcoin directly in their existing trading accounts.


    


Through its life, bitcoin has soared through a series of manic bull runs as well as "crypto winters" that brought extreme declines. It went from just over $5,000 at the start of the COVID-19 pandemic to nearly $69,000 by late 2021, before crashing below $17,000 following hikes to interest rates by the Federal Reserve and the 2022 collapse of crypto exchange FTX.
With bitcoin in its latest bull run, the man who's about to roll into the White House seemed to take at least some credit. 
"CONGRATULATIONS BITCOINERS!!!" Trump said in a post on his Truth Social network. "$100,000!!! YOU'RE WELCOME!!!"
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                                        GREENSBORO, N.C. (AP) -- A longtime Greensboro council member who also was the first Black mayor of North Carolina's third largest city has died.
Yvonne Johnson, who was the mayor pro tempore on the current city council, died Wednesday at age 82, Mayor Nancy Vaughan announced in a statement.
"Our city lost one of its champions," Vaughan said. A cause of death wasn't provided, but Vaughan had said Tuesday that Johnson was absent from the council meeting that evening because of illness, the News & Record of Greensboro reported.
Johnson spent nearly 30 years on the council -- first from 1993 to 2009, of which the last two years she served as mayor following a 2007 election victory. She lost her mayoral reelection bid in 2009 but returned to the council in 2011, serving until her death.
Johnson "was a dedicated public servant and friend who led Greensboro with courage, passion and a sense of justice," Gov. Roy Cooper said Thursday on X, adding he was "grateful for her good work and the positive changes she helped make."

    


Johnson was long involved in civil rights. She recalled in a 2023 interview with a publication of the North Carolina League of Municipalities about taking part in the 1963 March on Washington and in the sit-in movement while a student at Bennett College in Greensboro.


"I grew up here and I experienced segregation," Johnson told Southern City Magazine. "I always felt it was wrong, but I never really had that spark, that motivation to get out there and do something that might make a difference. The spirit at Bennett spurred me. Once I was on the bandwagon, I was there."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Johnson served as the leader of One Step Further, a nonprofit providing food assistance, mediation and other services, from its founding in 1982 until earlier this year, a previous news release from the nonprofit said.

"Our family is immensely proud of her service and she was and still is a role model for her four kids and seven grandkids," Lisa Johnson-Tonkins, Johnson's daughter and the current Guilford County Clerk of Superior Court, was quoted as saying in Vaughan's statement. "Her mantra was that service is the rent you pay for your time on earth. Mom's rent has been paid up."
Funeral arrangements were pending.
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            FILE - A Smartmatic representative demonstrates his company's system, which has scanners and touch screens with printout options, at a meeting of the Secure, Accessible & Fair Elections Commission, Aug. 30, 2018, in Grovetown, Ga. (Bob Andres/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, File)
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            FILE - A headline about President Donald Trump is shown outside Fox News studios, Nov. 28, 2018, in New York. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)
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                                        Smartmatic won't be required to give Fox News a trove of information about U.S. federal charges against the voting machine company's co-founder over alleged bribery in the Philippines, a judge ruled Thursday. 
Fox News and parent Fox Corp. sought the information to help fight Smartmatic's $2.7 billion defamation suit over broadcasts about the 2020 U.S. presidential election. Smartmatic says its business was gutted when Fox aired false claims that the election-tech company helped rig the voting. 
Fox says it was simply reporting on newsworthy allegations made by then-President Donald Trump and his allies.
The Aug. 8 indictment of Smartmatic co-founder Roger Pinate and two other executives concerns a geographically distant matter: Smartmatic's efforts to get work in the Philippines between 2015 and 2018. 
But Fox maintains the criminal case is pertinent to Smartmatic's business prospects, and therefore to the election-tech company's claims about what it lost and stands to lose because of Fox's 2020 coverage. 

    


"As of Aug 8, governments will have to take into account the risks of doing business with a company (where some executives have been) accused of serious corruption by the U.S. Department of Justice," Fox lawyer Brad Masters told a New York court Thursday. 




He asked the court to order Smartmatic to provide any documents that it has given to the DOJ for the bribery investigation; any customer inquiries about the criminal charges; and any staff communications about the matter and its impact on the company.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The indictment accuses Pinate and two other Smartmatic executives of scheming to pay over $1 million in bribes to a Filipino election official to deploy the company's machines and pay promptly for them. Federal prosecutors say the payments were made through sham loan agreements and via a slush fund created by overcharging for the machines. 

    


Pinate, who has served as Smartmatic's president, has pleaded not guilty to conspiring to violate the U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act and to money laundering. It's unclear from court records whether the other two executives have entered pleas. 
Boca Raton, Florida-based Smartmatic itself isn't charged in the criminal case. The company put the executives on leave and sought to reassure voters that elections are "conducted with the utmost integrity and transparency." 
Smartmatic's lawyers contend the indictment is irrelevant to the defamation suit, which is about election-fraud allegations made by Trump's attorneys. 
"There's merely an allegation, which is probative of nothing," Smartmatic attorney Caitlin Kovacs argued Thursday. She suggested Fox wanted to "stand up here and play prosecutor to the jury" and "accuse Smartmatic of a crime that they didn't commit." 
Judge David B. Cohen denied two similar requests from Fox while the federal investigation was ongoing, and said Thursday that the indictment didn't change his mind. 
"It's a mere accusation. It raises no presumption of guilt," he said. 
Smartmatic is suing Fox and multiple current or former on-air hosts over shows in which Trump lawyers Rudy Giuliani and Sidney Powell portrayed the company as part of a broad conspiracy to steal the 2020 vote from Trump, a Republican and the winner of this year's election. 

    


Federal and state election officials, exhaustive reviews in battleground states and Trump's own then-attorney general found no widespread fraud that could have changed the outcome of the 2020 election. Nor did they uncover any credible evidence that the vote was tainted. Dozens of courts, including some presided over by judges whom Trump appointed, rejected his fraud claims. 
Fox News ultimately aired an interview with an election technology expert who refuted the allegations against Smartmatic. 
Fox is countersuing Smartmatic, claiming the defamation case violates a New York law against baseless suits aimed at squelching reporting or criticism on public issues. 

Smartmatic recently settled defamation suits against One America News Network and Newsmax. Fox News settled for $787 million last year with another voting-technology company, Dominion Voting Systems.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/smartmatic-voting-company-defamation-philippines-b40c6e78ae80e40eea48d30418b575ff
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            Protesters took to the streets of Georgia's capital for a seventh night on Wednesday as demonstrations continued against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union.
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            Police shoot tear gas towards demonstrators during a protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 15 | 
            Police block demonstrators during a protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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                                        TBILISI, Georgia (AP) -- Mass protests in Georgia fueled by the governing party's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union entered a second week on Thursday, with police cracking down on the protesters with increasing force in an attempt to curb the demonstrations. 
On Wednesday, an opposition leader was dragged into a police car and arrested, his party said. Several other activists have been arrested and scores of demonstrators and some journalists have been brutally beaten.
Georgian journalist Guram Rogava was doing a live broadcast from a protest when a riot policeman rushed up to him and hit him in the head on Friday. Rogava suffered fractured facial bones in the assault.
After being discharged from the hospital Monday with an immobilized neck and a bandaged head, he said he was lucky to be able to move his hands and talk. 

    


"It was clear that they were deliberately attacking media representatives," he told The Associated Press. "The government is in such a state that, for some reason, its survival instinct dictates the need to intimidate the media."
The ruling Georgian Dream retained control of parliament in the disputed Oct. 26 election, a vote widely seen as a referendum on Georgia's EU aspirations. The opposition and the pro-Western president, Salome Zourabichvili, have accused the governing party of rigging the vote with neighboring Russia's help and have boycotted parliament sessions.




Opposition protests gained new momentum after the Georgian Dream's decision last Thursday to put the EU accession talks on hold.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Riot police have used water cannons and tear gas to disperse the rallies and beat scores of protesters, who threw fireworks at police officers and built barricades on the Georgian capital's central boulevard.
On Wednesday, the Coalition for Change opposition party said that police raided its offices and detained its leader, Nika Gvaramia. It shared a video showing several officers dragging Gvaramia into a car. 

    


Activists have also been arrested in police raids on offices of several opposition parties and non-government organizations, and one of them, Aleko Elisashvili, was in hospital for injuries he suffered during the detention.
More than 300 protesters have been detained and over 100 people have been treated for injuries. One of the protesters, 22-year-old Aleksi Tirqia was placed in an induced coma after he was allegedly hit with a tear gas capsule.
The crackdown has drawn a strong condemnation from the United States and EU officials. Speaking Thursday at a ministerial conference of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken denounced what he described as a brutal "repression of those calling for their country to stay on the path to closer ties with Europe."
Lazare Maghlakelidze, a 20-year-old student who joined the protests, said policemen who detained him at the protest early on Monday threatened to rape him and then hit him over the head several times.
"They started beating me up immediately as soon as they made sure that there were no cameras around," Maghlakelidze said. Despite a head injury and a broken nose, he says he's even more determined to keep protesting.

    


Georgian Special Investigation Service, a government agency that investigates alleged abuse of power, said it was investigating violence against protesters and interference with the journalists' professional work. It said that more than 300 people, including journalists and protesters, have reported violations of their rights during the protests.
Tamar Oniani, a human rights lawyer, said such investigations in the past never gave visible result and no officer has faced charges of at least suspension from duty. He argued that police brutality appeared to have the authorities' blessing.
"It was systemic, widespread violence against demonstrators, just because of the fact that they were at the demonstration and they were protesting," Oniani said.
Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze of the Georgian Dream party said the raids of the opposition groups' offices targeted those who encouraged violence during protests in an attempt to topple his government. 

    


"I wouldn't call this repression; it is more of a preventive measure than repression," Kobakhidze said.
President Zourabichvili refused to recognize the official election results and contested them before the Constitutional Court, which rejected her appeal earlier this week. 
Zourabichvili, who plays a largely ceremonial role, has urged the country's Western partners to respond to police brutality against protesters and raids of opposition groups by putting "strong pressure on a ruling party that is driving the country over the cliff!"
"Do not be late!" she wrote on the social platform X.
The EU granted Georgia candidate status in December 2023 on condition that the country meets the bloc's recommendations, but put its accession on hold and cut financial support in June after the passage of a "foreign influence" law that was widely seen as a blow to democratic freedoms. 

The law requires organizations that receive more than 20% of their funding from abroad to register as "pursuing the interest of a foreign power," similar to a Russian law used to discredit organizations critical of the government.
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                                        TIRANA, Albania (AP) -- Albania's president on Thursday set May 11 as the date for the country's next parliamentary election, and Albanians living in other countries will for the first time be able to cast ballots from overseas.
Albania's number of potential voters is 3.6 million even though the small Balkan country's current population is no more than 2.4 million. Emigrants will be able to cast ballots electronically or by mail, under a reform passed this year with support from both of the country's main political parties. 
The elections will choose 140 representatives with terms of four years.
Albania's ever-squabbling politics have been marked by continuous protests by the opposition accusing Prime Minister Edi Rama's Socialists of corruption, manipulating earlier elections and usurping the powers of the judiciary.
The conservative Democratic Party and their supporters in an opposition coalition have been holding protests over the arrests of their leader Sali Berisha and former President Ilir Meta in separate corruption cases, saying the charges are politically motivated.

    


The Democrats have staged violent protests against the government since 2013, when they left power, and have asked for a technocratic caretaker Cabinet before the 2025 parliamentary election, a demand that has been rejected by the ruling Socialists.




In October, Albania started discussions with the European Union on how the country aligns with EU stances on the rule of law, the functioning of democratic institutions and the fight against corruption. Prime Minister Rama hopes that Albania can join the European Union by 2030.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Rama's Socialists are favored to win their fourth term in the May election because of divisions among the opposition, according to local polls. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The United States and the European Union have urged the opposition to resume a dialogue with the government, saying that violence won't help the country integrate into the 27-nation EU bloc.

Post-communist Albania's elections have always been contested and marred by irregularities, including vote-buying and the manipulation of ballot counts.
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                                        Federal immigration authorities are looking for a potential new detention center in Northern California, an effort that alarms advocates and some Democratic state lawmakers as President-elect Donald Trump gears up to unleash his mass deportation plan. 
In August, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) issued a request for information to identify additional detention bed space in the state as other federal agencies intensified border enforcement. The effort began in the wake of the Biden administration's sweeping asylum ban, implemented in June, for migrants caught crossing the U.S.-Mexico border outside designated entry points. Under the ban, border agents can deport such migrants within hours or days without considering their asylum claims.
Advocates say an expansion of detention space would give Trump a runway to carry out more mass deportations in California. Immigrants in counties with more detention space are more likely to be arrested and detained, according to research by advocacy groups. 

    


Unlike in Texas, where state officials are offering up land to the Trump administration to facilitate mass deportations, California tried to ban new federal immigrant detention centers from opening during the first Trump administration. The court blocked that, ruling that the state was unconstitutionally overstepping on federal immigration enforcement.
California Attorney General Rob Bonta told CalMatters that the state may be powerless to stop the possibility of a new facility.

    


ICE's expansion plans 
Federal documents show ICE issued the request for information on Aug. 14. Such requests can pave the way for federal contracts, in this case to obtain "available detention facilities for single adult populations (male and female)" in Arizona, New Mexico, Washington, Oregon, and California. Its request says the facilities should each have from 850 to 950 detention beds and "may be publicly or privately owned and publicly or privately operated." One of the facilities should be within a two-hour drive of the San Francisco field office, the documents state. The request also seeks facilities near field offices in Phoenix, El Paso, and Seattle.
"ICE has identified a need for immigration detention services within the Western U.S. area of responsibility," ICE spokesman Richard Beam wrote in an email to CalMatters. "The proposed services are part of ICE's effort to continually review its detention requirements and explore options that will afford ICE the operational flexibility needed to house the full range of detainees in the agency's custody."
Currently, ICE detains roughly 38,000 people every day in about 120 immigration jails across the country. In California, that number is just under 3,000 detainees each day, held in six facilities, according to the most recently available immigration data maintained by the Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse at Syracuse University. That's the third-largest population of detained immigrants in the country. 
While ICE, the federal agency responsible for immigration enforcement, owns and operates a very small number of facilities nationwide, it mostly contracts with private prison operators such as CoreCivic, GEO Group, and Management and Training Corp. Their detention facilities house 80% of ICE's detainees. Stock for CoreCivic and GEO Group soared upon Trump's win last month. 

    


In California, private, for-profit prison companies run all six ICE detention facilities - the Golden State Annex and Mesa Verde detention facilities in Kern County; the Adelanto Detention Facility and Desert View Annex, both in San Bernardino County; the Otay Mesa Detention Center in San Diego County; and the Imperial Regional Detention Facility in Imperial County. 
Across all six, the federal government has the capacity to detain up to 7,188 people statewide. 
State Sen. Maria Elena Durazo, a Democrat from Los Angeles, said she was concerned about the potential economic impacts of ICE having an increased capacity for detention and, therefore, deportations. 

    


"The expansion of detention in California concerns everyone in our state. Expanding detention correlates with increased ICE raids and family separation, all of which has devastating social and economic impacts for California," she said. "In addition, these facilities are run by private for-profit companies that consistently place their bottom-line profit above the health and safety of those who work in or are detained in these facilities."
Advocates argue that detention expansions lead to human rights abuses and undermine community safety. 
"An expansion of ICE detention operations within the Bay Area and Northern California is going to be part of a reign of terror on our communities the Trump administration is threatening," said Bree Bernwanger, a senior staff attorney on the Immigrants' Rights team at the American Civil Liberties Union of Northern California. "We already know from existing facilities within California that ICE does not and cannot maintain safe and or healthy standards of confinement for people inside."

    


The ACLU is suing to learn more about the federal agency's expanded detention plans. 
Bernwanger was referring to issues like complaints of sexually abusive patdowns. Also, in 2023, ICE allegedly retaliated against hunger strikers by storming into their cells, violently dragging them, threatening them with forced feedings, and then providing food that was not appropriate for breaking a 21-day fast, prompting a medical condition in at least one inmate, according to a claim filed by the inmate, who was represented by two advocacy groups. 
In August, the civil liberties organization released a 34-page report detailing 485 grievances filed by detainees across six immigration detention facilities in California between 2023 and June 2024. Those grievances included allegations of hazardous facilities, inhumane treatment, medical neglect, and retaliation. 
ICE declined to comment on the report. 
California failed to ban for-profit federal detention centers
In December 2019, California passed a law that would have banned private immigration detention centers. It was part of a wave of resistance by California Democrats to the first Trump administration. It also prohibited the state from using for-profit prisons for any inmates starting in 2028. The for-profit facilities "contribute to over-incarceration" and "do not reflect our values," Gov. Gavin Newsom said in a statement when signing the bill. 
Days before the law was set to go into effect, ICE signed new contracts for its facilities in California. The federal 9th Circuit Court of Appeals later overturned the state's ban on private prisons. 
Bonta, who wrote the unsuccessful ban as an Oakland assemblymember, told CalMatters in November that the state might not be able to stop ICE from opening another detention facility outside of San Francisco. 

"It's a matter of federal jurisdiction," Bonta said. "It's federal. I disagree, but my office's disagreement was considered, and the court determined that it was a federal issue." 
___
This story was originally published by CalMatters and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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                                        PRISTINA, Kosovo (AP) -- Kosovo's parliament speaker ejected several lawmakers of the ethnic Serb minority from the chamber Thursday because of several recent absences, a move that could spark new frictions in the tense relations with neighboring Serbia. 
Speaker Glauk Konjufca accused the nine Srpska List party lawmakers of being provocative and misusing taxpayers' money by showing up only "once every six months." 
Konjufca accused the lawmakers of working against Kosovo and reporting regularly to Milan Radoicic, a politician and wealthy businessman with ties to Serbia's ruling populist party and President Aleksandar Vucic. 
Radoicic was among 45 people charged in Kosovo in connection with a gunfight last year in which a Kosovar police officer was killed following an incursion by heavily armed Serb gunmen.
"Shame on you. The session is adjourned and I ask you to leave Republic of Kosovo's Assembly," Konjufca said.

    


The nine lawmakers then left the hall, and journalists were unable to reach them afterward for comments. The Srpska List party holds nine of the 10 seats that the Serb minority has in parliament.




Tensions were heightened last week by a powerful explosion in a northern Kosovo region populated mostly by ethnic Serbs. The blast temporarily cut water and power supplies to large swaths of the country.
Kosovo blamed the explosion on neighboring Serbia, which denied involvement. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Kosovo-Serbia relations remain tense despite efforts by the international community to normalize them.
Kosovo was a Serbian province until NATO's 78-day bombing campaign in 1999 ended a war between Serbian government forces and ethnic Albanian separatists in Kosovo, which left about 13,000 dead, mainly ethnic Albanians, and pushed Serbian forces out. 
Kosovo in 2008 proclaimed independence, which is not recognized by Belgrade.

Brussels and Washington are urging both sides to implement agreements that Vucic and Kosovar Prime Minister Albin Kurti reached in February and March last year. They include a commitment by Kosovo to establish an Association of the Serb-Majority Municipalities. Serbia is also expected to deliver on the de facto recognition of Kosovo, which Belgrade still considers its province.
The NATO-led international peacekeepers known as KFOR have increased their presence in Kosovo after last year's tensions.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British Prime Minister Keir Starmer vowed Thursday to take on the "alliance of naysayers" and the bureaucratic "nonsense" that have hampered construction projects in the U.K., as he outlined a series of new pledges that he hopes will change the narrative on his five-month-old government following a slide in its approval ratings. 
In a speech at Pinewood Film Studios west of London, Starmer said his "Plan for Change" represented the next phase of his center-left Labour government, which was elected in a landslide victory in July on a promise to get Britain's sluggish economy growing and restore frayed public services such as the state-funded National Health Service.
While Starmer's office insisted that the speech was not a relaunch, Kemi Badenoch, leader of the main opposition Conservative Party said it was an "emergency reset" by a floundering administration that "doesn't know what it is doing."

    


Starmer set out six "milestones" by which his government can be assessed by the time of the next election, which has to take place by summer 2029. They include raising living standards, building 1.5 million homes in England. clearing hospital backlogs, bolstering community policing, improving early years education and securing home-grown energy.


"We face an almighty challenge to hit these milestones by the end of this Parliament," he said. "Our plan for change that is the most ambitious and credible program for government in a generation and we embrace the risk that comes with that." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Critics said the government had scaled back its ambitions and sidelined the need to get migration levels down, an omission pounced upon by the Conservatives and anti-immigration party, Reform U.K.
Many of the aspirations for the economy and housing will depend hugely on reforming the planning process so the government can override local concerns to get something built. Highlighting how a tunnel full of bats has caused a costly delay in the construction of a high-speed rail line between London and Birmingham, Starmer said things have to change.

    


"We haven't built a reservoir for over 30 years, and even the projects we do approve are fought tooth and nail, nail and tooth, until you end up with the absurd spectacle of a 100 million-pound bat tunnel holding up the country's single biggest infrastructure project, driving up taxes and the cost of living beyond belief," he said. "I'll tell you now, this government will not accept this nonsense any more."
Starmer will hope the speech can turn the tide for a government that has struggled to maintain momentum since the election after a row over freebies, the removal from millions of retirees a payment that helps cover winter heating costs and opposition from many businesses and farmers over October's big tax-hiking budget.
Starmer has insisted that the early months in power have been all about "fixing the foundations" because the previous Conservative government, which had been in power for 14 years, left a 22 billion-pound ($28 billion) "black hole" in the public finances, a charge vigorously denied by the Conservatives.

    


The government's first budget in late October included billions in new money for the health system, but also hiked a tax paid by employers to the alarm of many businesses, and imposed inheritance tax on farmers for the first time in decades.
Starmer's poll ratings have plunged deep into negative territory - though the opposition Conservatives are no more popular. With the two main parties struggling, voters are increasingly looking at alternatives, such as the centrist Liberal Democrats and Reform U.K., which took votes from the Conservatives at the last election and is now targeting Labour heartland areas such as the north of England and Wales.
The challenge for the Labour government is to make sure that voters see a visible improvement by the time of the next election, and Starmer knows that.
"Now, populism isn't the answer to Britain's challenges," he said. "Easy answers won't make our country strong."


    


Much of Starmer's time as prime minister has been focused overseas. In Europe, he is trying to reset Britain's relations with the European Union following years of acrimony over Brexit. But efforts to move closer to the bloc risk angering incoming President Donald Trump, who is hostile to the EU and has threatened to impose tariffs on European goods.
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                                        VALLETTA, Malta (AP) -- Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov clashed Thursday indirectly with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken at an annual security meeting, accusing the West of risking escalation over Ukraine but walking out before Blinken and other speakers could respond. 
Speaking at the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe ministerial meeting in Malta, Lavrov accused the West of reviving the Cold War and provoking a direct conflict with Russia. 
He said the U.S. actions were driven by a desire to "return NATO to the political spotlight." "After the Afghan disgrace, there was a need for a new common enemy," Lavrov said during his first stop in an EU nation since Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. 
"The result is the reincarnation of the Cold War, but now with the far greater risk of its escalation into the hot phase."

    


Blinken, who spoke after Lavrov left the room, put the blame for escalation in the region back on Russia, noting that the Russian foreign minister, the fourth speaker, did not stick around to listen to other speakers. 
"Let's talk about escalation,'' Blinken said, citing the deployment of North Korean forces in Europe, the use of an intermediate-range ballistic missile to attack Ukraine, Russia's move to lower the threshold for the use of nuclear weapons, and attacks on Ukraine's energy infrastructure. 




"Mr. Lavrov spoke about the sovereign right of every member-state to make their own choices,'' Blinken said. "That's exactly what this is about: the sovereign right of Ukraine and the Ukrainian people to make their own choices about the future, not to have those choices made in and by Moscow."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha, who was the first to address the panel, walked out as Lavrov took the podium, along with the foreign ministers of Poland and Estonia. 
Before leaving the podium, Ukraine's Foreign Minister, Andrii Sybiha, called his Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov a "war criminal."

    


"Ukraine continues to fight for its right to exist. And the Russian war criminal at this table (Lavrov) should know this: Ukraine will succeed and justice will prevail."
The visit marked Lavrov's first visit to an EU member nation since the start of the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. It has been relatively rare for Lavrov to attend forums involving senior Western officials, although he recently took part in the United Nations General Assembly and the G20 summit in Brazil.
Russia's Foreign Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova said on her message app that Malta had annulled her visa to accompany Lavrov.
The Maltese foreign affairs office said that three OSCE member countries had objected to extending the visa to Zakharova, who is under a travel ban. Lavrov is subject to EU sanctions, but faces no travel ban. 
Lavrov attended the event last year in Skopje, North Macedonia, but Poland denied him a visa the previous year in the wake of Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
Blinken traveled to Malta from Brussels, where he attended what was likely to be his last NATO meeting of the outgoing Biden administration. Ukraine's foreign minister was also attending, after Ukraine boycotted last year over Lavrov's attendance.

Reporters Without Borders called on the OSCE to release 38 journalists detained by Russia, including 19 Ukrainians arrested in illegally occupied territories. It said in a statement that Russia is the world's fifth-largest jailer of journalists.
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            In this photo released by the Taiwan Presidential Office, Taiwan's President Lai Ching-te is seen on screen during a video call with U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker, the top Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee, while he is in transit in Guam Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024 (Taiwan Presidential Office via AP)
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            In this photo released by Taiwan Presidential Office, Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te, center right, is greeted by Guam Gov. Lou Leon Guerrero as he arrives at an airport in Guam Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Taiwan Presidential Office via AP)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Taiwanese President Lai reportedly has phone talks from Guam with US Congress leaders

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            In this photo released by the Taiwan Presidential Office, Taiwan's President Lai Ching-te is seen on screen during a video call with U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker, the top Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee, while he is in transit in Guam Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024 (Taiwan Presidential Office via AP)
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                                        TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) -- Taiwan's President Lai Ching-te reportedly held phone calls with U.S. congressional leaders on Thursday while visiting Guam, his second U.S. stop on a Pacific Island trip.
A presidential office spokesperson told journalists on the trip that Lai had spoken with Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson and House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries, according to both Taiwan's official Central News Agency and NOWnews, a leading online news outlet in Taiwan. Lai also had a video call with U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker, the top Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee, the reports said.
China, which considers Taiwan a renegade province, opposes any official interaction between the island's government and the United States. The U.S. is the main overseas supplier of arms for Taiwan's defense, and has naval and air force bases on Guam.

    


Lai arrived in Guam on Wednesday night after stops in Hawaii, the Marshall Islands and Tuvalu. From Guam, he was heading to Palau, the final stop on his trip. He met with the governor of Guam and the legislature, where he emphasized the shared values and strategic importance of Taiwan and Guam in the Indo-Pacific region.




"Let us together become the crucial force in defending freedom, democracy in the first island chain," he said, referring to a string of islands off the Asian continent that includes Japan, Taiwan and part of the Philippines.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
His remarks drew a contrast with China's authoritarian one-party government, which claims Taiwan as its territory and says the self-governing island must come under its control at some point in the future.
In Beijing, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian noted the government's previous statements on U.S. official interactions with Taiwan and said that "the Taiwan issue is at the core of China's core interests and the first red line that must not be crossed in China-U.S. relations."

    


"China will take strong measures to firmly defend national sovereignty and territorial integrity," he said, when asked about the reported call with Johnson, the House Speaker. Voice of America earlier reported the call with Johnson, citing unnamed sources, but not the other two calls.
Lai's talks with both Republican and Democratic leaders seemed designed to underscore the bipartisan support for Taiwan in the U.S. Congress.
China's Foreign Ministry also announced sanctions Thursday on 13 American companies and six executives in response to recently announced weapons sales to Taiwan. The executives include the president and vice president of Raytheon's Naval Power strategic business unit. The sanctions include a ban on entering China, including Hong Kong and Macao.
"U.S. attempts to assist Taiwan independence by arming Taiwan will not shake our firm determination to oppose Taiwan independence and achieve national reunification, and it will only push Taiwan into a dangerous situation of military conflict," Lin said.
A resolution from Guam's legislature welcomed Lai and expressed appreciation for Taiwan's "significant contributions to Guam's economy and community," Speaker Therese Terlaje said.

    


Lai called for deeper cooperation with Guam, highlighting aquaculture, hydroponic agriculture, construction projects and alternative energy as potential areas of partnership.

The three Pacific Island nations he visited -- Marshall Islands, Tuvalu and Palau -- are among 12 governments that recognize Taiwan diplomatically. The rest of the world, including the United States, has official ties with the Chinese government in Beijing.
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                    Calin Georgescu, the independent candidate for presidency who won the first round of presidential elections, speaks after an interview with the Associated Press in Izvorani, Romania, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- European Union regulators ordered TikTok on Thursday to retain any information related to Romania's presidential election, after the country's top defense body released declassified intelligence alleging that Moscow arranged an online campaign to support a candidate who emerged as a surprise front-runner. 
As controversy swirls around the election, the 27-nation bloc's executive arm is using its sweeping digital rulebook to step up scrutiny of the role played by the video sharing platform. 
Far-right populist Calin Georgescu emerged from obscurity to top the polls in the first round of the Romanian presidential vote on Nov. 24, plunging the European Union and NATO country into turmoil.
In an unprecedented move, President Klaus Iohannis ordered the release on Wednesday of the intelligence files that allege a sprawling network of thousands of social media accounts across platforms like TikTok and Telegram promoted Georgescu content. 

    


The European Commission said it issued TikTok with a "retention order" demanding that it "freeze and preserve data" related to so-called systemic risks that the video-sharing platform's service could pose to "electoral processes and civic discourse" in the EU. The order also applies to any national election in the EU until March 31. 




TikTok has "already been cooperating with the Commission and will continue to do so," the company said in a statement. "We look forward to establishing the facts in light of some of the speculation and inaccurate reports we have seen." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The commission said TikTok must hang on to internal documents and information about the design and function of its systems that recommend content to users. It also has to preserve files on how it addresses the risk that fake accounts are used in a coordinated way to manipulate users. 
Officials told a daily briefing in Brussels that the commission had received the Romanian intelligence files. 

    


"I can confirm that we have received and we are currently working on these documents now," commission spokesman Thomas Regnier said. 
Henna Virkkunen, the commission's executive vice-president for tech sovereignty, security and democracy, said in a statement that, "This preservation order is a key step in helping investigators establish the facts and adds to our formal requests for information, which seek information following the declassification of secret documents yesterday." 
The commission is using the Digital Services Act to scrutinize TikTok, which many observers say played a big role in Georgescu's success in the first-round vote. The DSA is a wide-ranging set of regulations that took effect last year aimed at cleaning up big online platforms and protecting internet users, under threat of hefty fines. 
"We have a tool at our disposal where we make sure that the very large online platforms have their role to play and make sure that their services are not misused to influence voters and to influence people," Regnier said. 
Officials in Brussels said they're not calling Romania's electoral processes into question but are monitoring TikTok's compliance with EU rules, though they have "no position" on whether the company has infringed them. 

    


On Sunday, Georgescu will face pro-EU reformist Elena Lasconi of the Save Romania Union party in a final vote.
In releasing the declassified files, intelligence authorities said information they obtained "revealed an aggressive promotion campaign" to increase and accelerate Georgescu's popularity. According to the files, the Romanian secret services alleged one TikTok user paid $381,000 to other users to promote Georgescu content. 
The Commission has already asked TikTok twice for information on its recommendation systems related to elections, including a second request on Friday for additional information on how it manages risks from "information manipulation." 

Earlier this week, during questioning from a committee of European Parliament lawmakers, TikTok executives said they uncovered several Romanian influence networks including one that supported Georgescu but defended the platform's election integrity practices. 
___
Associated Press writer Stephen McGrath in Bucharest contributed to this report. 
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            Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk speaks to reporters in Dabrowka, Poland, during a visit to Poland's border with Russia on Saturday Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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            Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk, left, and Sweden's Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson sign an agreement during Thursday's summit at Harpsund in Flen, Sweden, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (Henrik Montgomery/TT News Agency via AP)
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk said security, energy and competitiveness will be the priorities for his nation's upcoming presidency in the European Union in the first half of 2025. 
Tusk said Europe needs to be more "egoistic" and show more internal solidarity in facing outside competition. 
He was speaking Thursday following talks with the European Parliament President Roberta Metsola and leaders of the parliament's various political groups about the main points of the presidency, which , he said, he wants to be a "breakthrough" time for the EU. 
The priorities of the presidency will be "security in may dimenstions, energy - as one of the main conditions (needed) for the European Union to regain its full competitiveness, protection of various groups of our citizens, honest competitiveness in which Europe really has a chance to win with everyone in the world," Tusk said. 

    


He stressed that Warsaw's presidency is coming at a "difficult" and "critical" moment of geopolitical challenges like the war in neighbouring Ukraine, upcoming presidential elections in another neighboouring country, Belarus, as well as conflicts and tensions in many parts or the world and political crises in some of the biggest European countires. Poland is also facing election at a yet-unspecified date in the spring to replace the right-wing president, Andrzej Duda.

He said Poland's resolve in protecting its border with Belarus from migrant pressure is gaining wider support and the need for protecting its borders is becoming Europe's shared approach. 
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            European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen waits for the results of a vote by the European Parliament to approve the new EU College of Commissioners at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, France, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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            Uruguay President-elect Yamandu Orsi speaks with journalists after meeting with Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva in Brasilia, Brazil, Friday, Nov. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Nova)
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            European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen reacts after a vote by the European Parliament to approve the new EU College of Commissioners at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, France, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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            European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen reacts after a vote by the European Parliament to approve the new EU College of Commissioners at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, France, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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            Uruguay President-elect Yamandu Orsi speaks during a meeting with Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva in Brasilia, Brazil, Friday, Nov. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Nova)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen arrived in Uruguay Thursday for the final stages in years-long negotiations to clinch a trade deal between the 27-nation EU and the South American Mercosur trade bloc that would create a trans-Atlantic market of some 700 million people. 
"The finish line of the EU-Mercosur agreement is in sight. Let's work, let's cross it," von der Leyen said Thursday, sidestepping objections from some EU member states like France and protests by farmers across the bloc. 
French President Emmanuel Macron, mindful of his country's vocal and politically powerful farming community, has described what was on the table as "unacceptable." If the deal with the South American bloc -- comprising of Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay and Bolivia -- goes ahead, EU producers would have to compete with South American agricultural exports such as beef, poultry and sugar.

    


"We will continue to steadfastly defend our agricultural independence," Macron said Thursday.
Because the EU Commission negotiates trade agreements for all 27 member states, von der Leyen could go ahead with a provisional deal this weekend at the Mercosur summit in Uruguay, only to see it flounder because one or more members states refuse to sign up to it. 




A draft deal was announced in 2019, but disagreements over environmental, economic and political issues have delaying its final approval until now. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
If the final differences are bridged, the EU-Mercosur deal would encompass an economic area covering almost a quarter of global GDP. It would center on reducing tariffs and trade barriers and make it easier for businesses on both sides to export goods. 
Germany, with its huge car industry, is a big proponent of the deal since it would make it much easier and cheaper for Volkswagens, Audis and BMWs to be sold in Latin America. 
Von der Leyen's trip suggested that technical issues between the EU and the South American bloc were settled and the road was open for "the top political level to make the final compromises to try to get a deal over the line," said Commission spokesman Olof Gill.

    


A massive European farmers' protest movement last year sent warning shots to negotiators and on Thursday, protests from Belgian farmers added their voice by blocking border crossings. They say Mercosur producers would be allowed to flood the market with produce than do not have to meet the strict EU environmental and animal protection standards they have to abide by, thus unfairly undercutting the market. On top of that, they say South American producers benefit from lower labor costs and larger farms. 

If von der Leyen clinches a deal, the Commission would still have to pour it into legal text and only at that stage would it become clear if certain or all parts need to be approved by unanimity or whether a special majority among EU nations would suffice to make the deal final. 
___
Tom Nouvian contributed from Paris
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            esta foto, proporcionada por la Oficina Presidencial de Corea del Sur, el presidente surcoreano, Yoon Suk Yeol, habla en una rueda de prensa de la oficina presidencial en Seul, Corea del Sur, el martes 2 de diciembre de 2024. (Ministerio de Unificacion de Corea del Sur via AP).
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            People hold candles during a candlelight vigil against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            In this photo provided by South Korea Presidential Office, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks during a press briefing at the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (South Korea Unification Ministry via AP).
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            FILE - South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol answers a reporter's question during a news conference at the Presidential Office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            In this photo provided by South Korea Presidential Office, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks during a press briefing at the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (South Korea Unification Ministry via AP).
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            FILE - South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol answers a reporter's question during a news conference at the Presidential Office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Decades of achievement led Yoon Suk Yeol to the pinnacle of political power in South Korea, but his legacy may now boil down to a single, baffling decision to send out troops under martial law over vague claims that one of Asia's leading democracies was under threat.
Was there any clue in Yoon's background that this was coming?
Yoon, a staunch conservative and longtime prosecutor, went from political novice to president of South Korea in 2022, ending five years of liberal rule that saw failed efforts to resolve the North Korean nuclear crisis and a slackening economy. 
But his time in office has been marked by near-constant friction with an opposition-controlled parliament, threats of annihilation from North Korea and a series of scandals involving him and and his wife. Observers say he has long taken criticism personally and relies on the advice of hardcore loyalists, and that he makes impulsive decisions. 

    


As he faces impeachment by parliament, no one thing explains his attempt to shut down the mechanisms of a democratic nation over his still unexplained claim that "anti-state forces" were acting under the influence of North Korea.
But there are strands in Yoon's background, and especially in the intense acrimony with the liberal opposition and his hardline standoff with North Korea, that help illuminate what could turn out to be the defining moment of his presidency. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A turbulent rise to top prosecutor 
Despite his 2 1/2 years as president, Yoon's career has been overwhelmingly about the law, not politics.
Yoon, 63, was born in Seoul to two professors, and went to prestigious Seoul National University, where he studied law.
A major moment, according to Yoon, happened in 1980 when he played the role of a judge in a mock trial of then-dictator Chun Doo-hwan, who had staged a military coup the previous year, and sentenced him to life imprisonment. In the aftermath, Yoon had to flee to the countryside as Chun's military extended martial law and placed troops and armored vehicles at the university. 
Yoon returned to the capital and eventually began a career as a state prosecutor that would last nearly three decades, building an image as strong-minded and uncompromising. 

    


Prone to confrontation
But he has also faced criticism that his personality was unsuited to high-level leadership.
"President Yoon isn't well-prepared, and he does things off the cuff," Choi Jin, director of the Seoul-based Institute of Presidential Leadership, said. "He also tends to express his emotions too directly. The things that he likes and dislikes are easy to see, and he tends to handle things with a small group of his own people, not the majority of people."
During a parliament audit in 2013, Yoon, then a senior prosecutor, said he was under pressure from his boss, who said he opposed Yoon's investigation into an allegation that the country's spy agency had conducted an illicit online campaign to help conservative President Park Geun-hye win the previous year's election. 
At the time, he famously said, "I'm not loyal to (high-level) people."
He was demoted, but after Park's government was toppled over a separate corruption scandal in 2017, then President Moon Jae-in made Yoon head of a Seoul prosecution office, which investigated Park and other conservative leaders. Moon later named Yoon the nation's top prosecutor.

    


A neophyte in politics
Yoon only joined party politics about a year before he won the presidency, abandoning the liberal Moon after an impasse over a probe of Moon's allies. Moon's supporters said he was trying to thwart Moon's prosecution reforms and elevate his own political standing.
The 2022 presidential race was Yoon's first election campaign. 
Yoon beat his rival, liberal firebrand Lee Jae-myung, by less than 1 percentage point in South Korea's most closely fought presidential election.
Their campaign was one of the nastiest in recent memory. 
Yoon compared Lee's party to "Hitler" and "Mussolini." Lee's allies called Yoon "a beast" and "dictator" and derided his wife's alleged plastic surgery.

    


Domestic political strife
Yoon's time as president has been dominated by frustration and acrimony, much stemming from his narrow victory and his party's failure to win control of parliament.
The liberal opposition's control of parliament will continue until he leaves office in 2027 after its resounding parliamentary election wins earlier this year. 
Gridlock in parliament has led to an increasingly tense political discourse.
When Yoon declared the state of emergency, he said a goal was to eliminate "shameless North Korea followers and anti-state forces" that he said were plotting rebellion, in an apparent reference to the opposition Democratic Party.
During Tuesday's martial law announcement, Yoon highlighted his rivals' repeated attempts to impeach his top officials and their bid to curtail key parts of next year's budget bill as major reasons for his declaration.

    


Claims of corruption have also battered his approval ratings.
Last month, Yoon denied wrongdoing in an influence-peddling scandal involving him and his wife. Spy camera footage in a separate scandal also purportedly shows the first lady, Kim Keon Hee, accepting a luxury bag as a gift from a pastor.
Choi said he thinks Yoon likely planned the "clumsy martial law" edict to divert public attention away from the scandals. 
"Whether he will be politically dead or not, he tried to massively shake up the political world," Choi said. "But he failed. He likely believed there was no other option."
North Korea has lashed out at his hard line


If political squabbles and scandal have set the tenor of Yoon's domestic presidency, its foreign policy has been characterized by a bitter standoff with North Korea. 
Yoon early on in his presidency promised "an audacious plan" to improve the North's economy if it abandoned its nuclear weapons.
But things turned sour quickly, as North Korea ramped up its weapons tests and threats to attack the South. By last year North Korea was calling Yoon "a guy with a trash-like brain" and "a diplomatic idiot." 
And for months now, North Korea has taken that trash theme literally, sending thousands of balloons filled with garbage over the border, including some that made it to the presidential compound in Seoul at least twice. 

Yoon's mention of North Korea as a domestic destabilizing force reminded some of an earlier South Korea, which until the late 1980s was ruled by a series of strongmen who repeatedly invoked the threat from the North to justify effort to suppress domestic dissidents and political opponents.
___
Klug reported from Tokyo. 
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            A race fan walks though the stands at Churchill Downs before the 150th running of the Kentucky Derby horse race Saturday, May 4, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            2 of 51 | 
            Voters stand in line outside a polling place at Madison Church, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Phoenix, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump is surrounded by U.S. Secret Service agents at a campaign rally, Saturday, July 13, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump pumps his fist as he is helped off the stage at a campaign event in Butler, Pa., on Saturday, July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            President Joe Biden pauses before he addresses the nation from the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, July 24, 2024, about his decision to drop his Democratic presidential reelection bid. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, Pool)
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            Gus Walz cries as his father, Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris hugs a child after speaking during a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, in Washington Crossing, Pa., Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 51 | 
            A supporter greets Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump after a campaign event at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A voter watches the stage before former first lady Michelle Obama speaks at campaign rally in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, in College Park, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris looks at a monitor of the event from backstage, just before taking the stage for her final campaign rally, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Supporters of Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump look on as a bus carrying Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris passes by following a campaign event, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Rochester, Pa. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Former President Donald Trump speaks before entering the courtroom at Manhattan criminal court, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)
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            Elon Musk jumps on the stage as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at the Butler Farm Show, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris walks toward reporters to speak before boarding Air Force Two, as she departs Las Vegas from Harry Reid International Airport, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, en route to Arizona. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Supporters watch returns at a campaign election night watch party for Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            16 of 51 | 
            A young girl holds a "Black Voters for Harris-Walz" sign outside of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris' election night watch party at Howard University, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Terrance Williams)
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            17 of 51 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be attorney general, former Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., closes a door to a private meeting with Vice President-elect JD Vance and Republican Senate Judiciary Committee members, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            President-elect Donald Trump arrives to speak during an America First Policy Institute gala at his Mar-a-Lago estate, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Grand Marshal Dakota Meyer, U.S. Marine Corps, a Medal of Honor recipient, waves from a car during the annual Veterans Day Parade, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Gray)
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            20 of 51 | 
            Asylum-seeking migrants wrap themselves in blankets to ward off the wind and rain as they line up in a makeshift, mountainous campsite to be processed after crossing the border with Mexico, Friday, Feb. 2, 2024, near Jacumba Hot Springs, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            21 of 51 | 
            Georgian migrant Nani smiles as she thanks a U.S. volunteer, speaking between gaps in one of the border walls separating Tijuana, Mexico, and San Diego, as she waits to apply for asylum with U.S. authorities, Friday, April 12, 2024, seen from San Diego. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            22 of 51 | 
            A tattered American flag flaps outside a home as furniture and household items damaged by Hurricane Helene flooding sit piled along the street awaiting pickup, ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, in Holmes Beach on Anna Maria Island, Fla., Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            23 of 51 | 
            A telephone pole burns from the Smokehouse Creek Fire, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024, in Canadian, Texas. (AP Photo/David Erickson)
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            24 of 51 | 
            Debris is strewn on the lake in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Lake Lure, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            25 of 51 | 
            A family who went to check on their storm-damaged home uses flashlights to walk back up a sand-coated street, currently open only to pedestrians and vehicles involved in the recovery effort, on Manasota Key, Fla., as night falls, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            26 of 51 | 
            An animal runs through grass while fleeing flames as the Park Fire tears through the Cohasset community in Butte County, Calif., on Thursday, July 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            27 of 51 | 
            Firefighters and sheriff's deputies push a vintage car away from a burning home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            28 of 51 | 
            Dustin Holmes, second from right, holds hands with his girlfriend, Hailey Morgan, while returning to their flooded home with her children Aria Skye Hall, 7, right, and Kyle Ross, 4, in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, in Crystal River, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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            29 of 51 | 
            Debris is visible through the window of a damaged home following severe storms Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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            30 of 51 | 
            The roof of Tropicana Field is damaged the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            31 of 51 | 
            Wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            32 of 51 | 
            Police break through a barrier set up by pro-Palestinian demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            33 of 51 | 
            Students try to prevent the Gaza Solidarity Encampment from taking over Hamilton Hall at Columbia University on Tuesday, April 30, in New York. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)
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            34 of 51 | 
            Hunter Biden steps into a vehicle as he leaves federal court, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Los Angeles, after pleading guilty to federal tax charges. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            35 of 51 | 
            Rebecca Kimmel is seen reflected in her artwork depicting twins at her home Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            36 of 51 | 
            A mourner stands at the casket of slain airman Roger Fortson during his funeral at New Birth Missionary Baptist Church, Friday, May 17, 2024, near Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            37 of 51 | 
            Navajo horsewomen circle pass a volleyball during the Western Navajo Fair in Tuba City, Ariz., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            38 of 51 | 
            A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket lifts off in this time-exposure photo, from Launch Pad 39A Sunday, March 3, 2024, at the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)
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            39 of 51 | 
            A helicopter beams a light on the tip of the fuel tanks of NASA's retired Space Shuttle Endeavour at the future Samuel Oschin Air and Space Center in Los Angeles, Friday, Feb. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            40 of 51 | 
            The moon covers the sun during a total solar eclipse, as seen from Fort Worth, Texas, Monday, April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            41 of 51 | 
            Restaurant workers in the Flatiron district of Manhattan take a break to view the solar eclipse, Monday, April 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)
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            42 of 51 | 
            Mark Zuckerberg wears a pair of Orion AR glasses during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            43 of 51 | 
            Taylor Swift kisses Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce after an AFC Championship NFL football game against the Baltimore Ravens, Sunday, Jan. 28, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            44 of 51 | 
            Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) celebrates after defeating LSU in an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)
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            45 of 51 | 
            Fans interfere with a foul ball caught by Los Angeles Dodgers right fielder Mookie Betts during the first inning in Game 4 of the baseball World Series against the New York Yankees, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            46 of 51 | 
            Inter Miami striker Shanyder Borgelin competes for the ball against DC United left wing back Pedro Santos during the second half of an MLS soccer match at Audi Field, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)
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            47 of 51 | 
            Argentina's President Javier Milei poses for pictures after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            48 of 51 | 
            Florence Pugh arrives at the Oscars on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            49 of 51 | 
            People sing the National Anthem during the third day of 2024 Republican National Convention at the Fiserv Forum, Wednesday, July 17, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            50 of 51 | 
            Workers position floating booms while wet harvesting cranberries at Rocky Meadow Bog, Friday, Nov. 1, 2024, in Middleborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            51 of 51 | 
            The northern lights flare in the sky over a farmhouse, late Friday, May 10, 2024, in Brunswick, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            1 of 51 | 
            A race fan walks though the stands at Churchill Downs before the 150th running of the Kentucky Derby horse race Saturday, May 4, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 51 | 
            Voters stand in line outside a polling place at Madison Church, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Phoenix, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            3 of 51 | 
            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump is surrounded by U.S. Secret Service agents at a campaign rally, Saturday, July 13, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            4 of 51 | 
            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump pumps his fist as he is helped off the stage at a campaign event in Butler, Pa., on Saturday, July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            5 of 51 | 
            President Joe Biden pauses before he addresses the nation from the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, July 24, 2024, about his decision to drop his Democratic presidential reelection bid. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, Pool)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 51 | 
            Gus Walz cries as his father, Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            7 of 51 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris hugs a child after speaking during a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, in Washington Crossing, Pa., Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            8 of 51 | 
            A supporter greets Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump after a campaign event at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            9 of 51 | 
            A voter watches the stage before former first lady Michelle Obama speaks at campaign rally in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, in College Park, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            10 of 51 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris looks at a monitor of the event from backstage, just before taking the stage for her final campaign rally, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            11 of 51 | 
            Supporters of Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump look on as a bus carrying Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris passes by following a campaign event, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Rochester, Pa. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            12 of 51 | 
            Former President Donald Trump speaks before entering the courtroom at Manhattan criminal court, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)
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            13 of 51 | 
            Elon Musk jumps on the stage as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at the Butler Farm Show, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 51

                                    
                                    
                            

                        

                    

                
                    

        
        
      



  
    The Associated Press' top photos of 2024 from the US | AP News
    
  




  









Elon Musk jumps on the stage as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at the Butler Farm Show, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 51 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris walks toward reporters to speak before boarding Air Force Two, as she departs Las Vegas from Harry Reid International Airport, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, en route to Arizona. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Supporters watch returns at a campaign election night watch party for Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            16 of 51 | 
            A young girl holds a "Black Voters for Harris-Walz" sign outside of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris' election night watch party at Howard University, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Terrance Williams)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 51

                                    
                                    A young girl holds a "Black Voters for Harris-Walz" sign outside of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris' election night watch party at Howard University, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Terrance Williams)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 51 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be attorney general, former Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., closes a door to a private meeting with Vice President-elect JD Vance and Republican Senate Judiciary Committee members, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            18 of 51 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump arrives to speak during an America First Policy Institute gala at his Mar-a-Lago estate, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump arrives to speak during an America First Policy Institute gala at his Mar-a-Lago estate, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            19 of 51 | 
            Grand Marshal Dakota Meyer, U.S. Marine Corps, a Medal of Honor recipient, waves from a car during the annual Veterans Day Parade, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Gray)
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            20 of 51 | 
            Asylum-seeking migrants wrap themselves in blankets to ward off the wind and rain as they line up in a makeshift, mountainous campsite to be processed after crossing the border with Mexico, Friday, Feb. 2, 2024, near Jacumba Hot Springs, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            21 of 51 | 
            Georgian migrant Nani smiles as she thanks a U.S. volunteer, speaking between gaps in one of the border walls separating Tijuana, Mexico, and San Diego, as she waits to apply for asylum with U.S. authorities, Friday, April 12, 2024, seen from San Diego. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            22 of 51 | 
            A tattered American flag flaps outside a home as furniture and household items damaged by Hurricane Helene flooding sit piled along the street awaiting pickup, ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, in Holmes Beach on Anna Maria Island, Fla., Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            23 of 51 | 
            A telephone pole burns from the Smokehouse Creek Fire, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024, in Canadian, Texas. (AP Photo/David Erickson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    23 of 51

                                    
                                    A telephone pole burns from the Smokehouse Creek Fire, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024, in Canadian, Texas. (AP Photo/David Erickson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            24 of 51 | 
            Debris is strewn on the lake in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Lake Lure, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            25 of 51 | 
            A family who went to check on their storm-damaged home uses flashlights to walk back up a sand-coated street, currently open only to pedestrians and vehicles involved in the recovery effort, on Manasota Key, Fla., as night falls, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            26 of 51 | 
            An animal runs through grass while fleeing flames as the Park Fire tears through the Cohasset community in Butte County, Calif., on Thursday, July 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            27 of 51 | 
            Firefighters and sheriff's deputies push a vintage car away from a burning home as the Mountain Fire burns in Camarillo, Calif., on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            28 of 51 | 
            Dustin Holmes, second from right, holds hands with his girlfriend, Hailey Morgan, while returning to their flooded home with her children Aria Skye Hall, 7, right, and Kyle Ross, 4, in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, in Crystal River, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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            29 of 51 | 
            Debris is visible through the window of a damaged home following severe storms Friday, March 15, 2024, in Lakeview, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)
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            30 of 51 | 
            The roof of Tropicana Field is damaged the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            31 of 51 | 
            Wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            32 of 51 | 
            Police break through a barrier set up by pro-Palestinian demonstrators on the UCLA campus Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            33 of 51 | 
            Students try to prevent the Gaza Solidarity Encampment from taking over Hamilton Hall at Columbia University on Tuesday, April 30, in New York. (Marco Postigo Storel via AP)
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            34 of 51 | 
            Hunter Biden steps into a vehicle as he leaves federal court, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Los Angeles, after pleading guilty to federal tax charges. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            35 of 51 | 
            Rebecca Kimmel is seen reflected in her artwork depicting twins at her home Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    35 of 51

                                    
                                    Rebecca Kimmel is seen reflected in her artwork depicting twins at her home Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            36 of 51 | 
            A mourner stands at the casket of slain airman Roger Fortson during his funeral at New Birth Missionary Baptist Church, Friday, May 17, 2024, near Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            37 of 51 | 
            Navajo horsewomen circle pass a volleyball during the Western Navajo Fair in Tuba City, Ariz., Friday, Oct. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            38 of 51 | 
            A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket lifts off in this time-exposure photo, from Launch Pad 39A Sunday, March 3, 2024, at the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)
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            39 of 51 | 
            A helicopter beams a light on the tip of the fuel tanks of NASA's retired Space Shuttle Endeavour at the future Samuel Oschin Air and Space Center in Los Angeles, Friday, Feb. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            40 of 51 | 
            The moon covers the sun during a total solar eclipse, as seen from Fort Worth, Texas, Monday, April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            41 of 51 | 
            Restaurant workers in the Flatiron district of Manhattan take a break to view the solar eclipse, Monday, April 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)
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            42 of 51 | 
            Mark Zuckerberg wears a pair of Orion AR glasses during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Taylor Swift kisses Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce after an AFC Championship NFL football game against the Baltimore Ravens, Sunday, Jan. 28, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) celebrates after defeating LSU in an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)
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            Fans interfere with a foul ball caught by Los Angeles Dodgers right fielder Mookie Betts during the first inning in Game 4 of the baseball World Series against the New York Yankees, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Inter Miami striker Shanyder Borgelin competes for the ball against DC United left wing back Pedro Santos during the second half of an MLS soccer match at Audi Field, Saturday, March 16, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)
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            Argentina's President Javier Milei poses for pictures after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Florence Pugh arrives at the Oscars on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            People sing the National Anthem during the third day of 2024 Republican National Convention at the Fiserv Forum, Wednesday, July 17, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Workers position floating booms while wet harvesting cranberries at Rocky Meadow Bog, Friday, Nov. 1, 2024, in Middleborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            The northern lights flare in the sky over a farmhouse, late Friday, May 10, 2024, in Brunswick, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- The right frame can freeze a moment in time, creating meaning for the masses from a fist pump over a bloodied ear, a bridge crumbled by a ship, towns shredded by nature, and a victory sealed with an on-field kiss.
In 2024, photographers across the U.S. captured glimpses of humanity, ranging from a deeply divisive presidential election, to hurricanes and fires that ravaged communities, to campus protests over the war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza.
The gallery from The Associated Press illustrates a new chapter of political history -- the assassination attempt on former President Donald Trump, the moment President Joe Biden announced he would no longer run again, the campaign sprint by Vice President Kamala Harris in Biden's place, and the raw emotion from voters during a grueling contest ultimately won by Trump.

    


Hurricanes whipped through the country with devastating imagery, leaving a path of wreckage and death from Florida to Appalachia. After Hurricane Helene, Lake Lure in North Carolina was shown in a jarring photo covered in shards of debris thick enough to hide the surface of the water. Hurricane Milton ripped apart the roof of Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, Florida, home to Major League Baseball's Tampa Bay Rays.
The scale of destruction experienced in some corners of the country in 2024 was hard to capture and might have been harder to fathom. That was the case when a container ship slammed into the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore, causing it to collapse and crumple around the vessel, killing construction workers on the bridge.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
As flames torched the landscape in California, another image captured firefighters and sheriff's deputies pushing a vintage car away from a burning home. Elsewhere in California, one photo is aglow with bright orange flames, broken up only by the subtle features of an animal running through them.

    


But hope also persevered in the face of devastation. In Helene's aftermath, an image from Crystal River, Florida, shows Dustin Holmes holding hands with his girlfriend, Hailey Morgan, as they sloshed through floodwaters with her 4- and 7-year-old children to return to their flooded home. And in Manasota Key, Florida, a family was lit up by the glow of flashlights as they walked to check on their home damaged by Milton.
Other photos from 2024 also grabbed the darkness and shadows to emphasize light: among them, a rocket liftoff and a total solar eclipse. And, yes, eclipse glasses were back in style for a shared moment of skygazing.
But many other photos delivered a blast of color, from the spectrum of the northern lights across a Maine sky to a crew of workers wading into the deep-red of a Massachusetts cranberry bog.

And, once again, Taylor Swift captured the country's attention, even as a part of the crowd. She rushed down from the stands to kiss her boyfriend, Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce, after the Chiefs won the AFC Championship, en route to another Super Bowl win.
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Get the best of The AP's photography delivered to your inbox every Sunday. Sign up for The World in Pictures.
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            In this photo released by the Narges Foundation Archive, Nobel Peace Prize laureate Narges Mohammad is seen after being released on a medical furlough in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. On her hand written in Farsi is "End gender apartheid." (Narges Foundation Archive via AP)
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            In this photo released by the Narges Foundation Archive, Nobel Peace Prize laureate Narges Mohammad is seen after being released on a medical furlough in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Narges Foundation Archive via AP)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Nobel Peace Prize laureate Narges Mohammadi was released temporarily from prison Wednesday after undergoing a complex surgery in Iran that saw part of a bone in her right leg removed over cancer fears, her supporters said.
Video footage from the capital, Tehran, showed Mohammadi, 52, taken out of the back of an ambulance, her black hair fanned out without the required hijab, or headscarf, covering it as she called out into the street. Her right leg was covered in a fabric cast.
"Hello freedom!" she shouted. "Women, life, freedom! Freedom is our right! Long live freedom!"
Campaigners said she would be free for 21 days, but would have to serve the remaining prison time later. The government did not acknowledge the medical furlough for Mohammadi, which her supporters demanded should involve her being permanently freed.

    


"A 21-day suspension of Narges Mohammadi's sentence is inadequate," the campaign group said. "After over a decade of imprisonment, Narges requires specialized medical care in a safe, sanitary environment -- a basic human right. As doctors have emphasized, a minimum of three months' recovery is crucial for her healing."




It added: "Narges should never have been imprisoned in the first place for her peaceful advocacy for human and women's rights -- the very work that earned her the Nobel Peace Prize."
Mohammadi is serving 13 years and nine months on charges of collusion against state security and propaganda against Iran's government. She has kept up her activism despite numerous arrests by Iranian authorities and spending years behind bars. That includes backing the nationwide, women-led protests sparked by the 2022 death of Mahsa Amini, which have seen women openly defy the government by not wearing the hijab.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Mohammadi suffered multiple heart attacks while imprisoned before undergoing emergency surgery in 2022, her supporters say. Her lawyer last month revealed doctors had found a bone lesion that they feared could be cancerous.

    


"We are hugely relieved by Narges Mohammadi's temporary release today from Evin prison, which is an important step in the right direction," said Rebecca Vincent, director of campaigns at Reporters Sans Frontieres. "We remain deeply concerned by her worrying health situation and urge the Iranian authorities to grant her sufficient time at home to allow for her full recovery."
The release comes as Iran's economy struggles with the impact of sanctions imposed by the West, in part over Tehran's rapidly advancing nuclear program. The public are angry over the devaluation of their currency and government corruption, with protests leading to a government crackdown on dissent. 

The return of President-elect Donald Trump to the White House in January has stoked concerns for some that he may resume his "maximum pressure" campaign on the Islamic Republic.
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            FILE - Paul Atkins, a former SEC Commissioner and current CEO of Patomak Partners, arrives at Trump Tower, Nov. 28, 2016, in New York. (AP Photo/ Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - President-elect Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with the House GOP conference, Nov. 13, 2024, in Washington. (Allison Robbert/Pool via AP, File)
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                                        President-elect Donald Trump announced Wednesday that he intends to nominate cryptocurrency advocate Paul Atkins to chair the Securities and Exchange Commission.
Trump said Atkins, the CEO of Patomak Partners and a former SEC commissioner, was a "proven leader for common sense regulations." In the years since leaving the SEC, Atkins has made the case against too much market regulation.
"He believes in the promise of robust, innovative capital markets that are responsive to the needs of Investors, & that provide capital to make our Economy the best in the World. He also recognizes that digital assets & other innovations are crucial to Making America Greater than Ever Before," Trump wrote on Truth Social.
The commission oversees U.S. securities markets and investments and is currently led by Gary Gensler, who has been leading the U.S. government's crackdown on the crypto industry. Gensler, who was nominated by President Joe Biden, announced last month that he would be stepping down from his post on the day that Trump is inaugurated -- Jan. 20, 2025.

    


Trump, once a crypto skeptic, had pledged to make the U.S. "the crypto capital of the planet" and create a "strategic reserve" of bitcoin. Money has poured into crypto assets since he won. The value of bitcoin, the largest cryptocurrency, passed $100,000 Wednesday. And shares in crypto platform Coinbase have surged more than 70% since the election.




Paul Grewal, chief legal officer of Coinbase, congratulated Atkins in a post on X. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We appreciate his commitment to balance in regulating U.S. securities markets and look forward to his fresh leadership at (the SEC)," Grewal wrote. "It's sorely needed and cannot come a day too soon."
Congressman Brad Sherman, a California Democrat and a senior member of the House Financial Services Committee, said he worries Atkins would not sufficiently regulate cryptocurrencies as SEC chair.

    


"He'd probably take the position that no cryptocurrency is a security, and hence no exchange that deals with crypto is a securities exchange," Sherman said. "The opportunity to defraud investors would be there in a very significant way."
Atkins began his career as a lawyer and has a long history working in the financial markets sector, both in government and private practice. In the 1990s, he worked on the staffs of two former SEC chairmen, Richard C. Breeden and Arthur Levitt.
His work as an SEC commissioner started in 2002, a time when the fallout from corporate scandals at Enron and WorldCom had turned up the heat on Wall Street and its government regulators. 
Atkins was widely considered the most conservative member of the SEC during his tenure at the agency and known to have a strong free-market bent. As a commissioner, he called for greater transparency in and analysis of the costs and benefits of new SEC rules.
He also emphasized investor education and increased enforcement efforts against those who steal from investors over the internet, manipulate markets, engage in Ponzi schemes and other types of fraud. 

    


At the same time, Atkins objected to stiff penalties imposed on companies accused of fraudulent conduct, contending that they did not deter crime. He caused a stir in the summer of 2006 when he said the practice of granting stock options to executives before the disclosure of news that was certain to increase the share price did not constitute insider trading.
U.S. Rep. Patrick McHenry, a North Carolina Republican and chairman of the House Financial Services Committee, said Atkins has the experience needed to "restore faith in the SEC."
"I'm confident his leadership will lead to clarity for the digital asset ecosystem and ensure U.S. capital markets remain the envy of the world," McHenry posted on X.
Atkins already has some experience working for Trump. During Trump's first term, Atkins was a member of the President's Strategic and Policy Forum, an advisory group of more than a dozen CEOs and business leaders who offered input on how to create jobs and speed economic growth.

    


In 2017, Atkins joined the Token Alliance, a cryptocurrency advocacy organization.

Crypto industry players welcomed Trump's victory in the hopes that he would push through legislative and regulatory changes that they've long lobbied for.
Trump himself has launched World Liberty Financial, a new venture with family members to trade cryptocurrencies.
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                    FILE - Then Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos speaks at the the Amazon re:MARS convention on June 6, 2019, in Las Vegas. Amazon founder Jeff Bezos said Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 that he is "optimistic" about President-elect Donald Trump's second term and expressed some excitement about potential regulatory cutbacks in the coming years. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Amazon founder Jeff Bezos said Wednesday he is "optimistic" about President-elect Donald Trump's second term and expressed some excitement about potential regulatory cutbacks in the coming years.
"I'm actually very optimistic this time around," Bezos said on stage during a wide-ranging interview at The New York Times' DealBook Summit in New York. "He seems to have a lot of energy around reducing regulation. If I can help do that, I'm going to help him."
"We do have too many regulations in this country," Bezos added.
The comments follow Bezos' October decision to prohibit The Washington Post, which he owns, from endorsing a presidential candidate, a move that led to tens of thousands of people canceling their subscriptions and protests from journalists with a deep history at the newspaper.
At the time, Bezos wrote in an op-ed in the newspaper saying editorial endorsements create a perception of bias at a time when many Americans don't believe the media, and do nothing to tip the scales of an election. 

    


On Wednesday, he said he would try to talk Trump "out of the idea" that the press is the enemy. 




"You've probably grown in the last eight years," he said to journalist Andrew Ross Sorkin. "He has, too. This is not the case. The press is not the enemy."
Trump had railed against Bezos and his companies, including Amazon and The Washington Post, during his first term. In 2019, Amazon argued in a court case that Trump's bias against the company harmed its chances of winning a $10 billion Pentagon contract. The Biden administration later pursued a contract with both Amazon and Microsoft. 

In another part of the interview, Bezos said he doesn't expect Elon Musk, who has been tasked with cutting regulations in the upcoming Trump term, to use his power to hurt his business competitors. Bezos owns Blue Origin, a rival to Musk's SpaceX. 
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                                        TBILISI, Georgia (AP) -- Georgian police on Wednesday raided the offices of an opposition party and arrested its leader in an apparent attempt to squelch a wave of mass protests triggered by the governing party's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union.
During the past six nights, riot police used water cannons and tear gas to disperse the demonstrators, who threw fireworks at police officers and built barricades on the Georgian capital's central boulevard. More than 300 protesters have been detained since Thursday and over 100 people have been treated for injuries.
On Wednesday, the Coalition for Change opposition party said that police raided its offices and detained its leader, Nika Gvaramia. It shared a video showing several officers dragging Gvaramia into a car.
Georgian media reported that police also raided the offices of several other opposition groups and non-government organizations.

    


Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze of the Georgian Dream party said the raids targeted those who encouraged violence during protests in an attempt to topple his government. "I wouldn't call this repression; it is more of a preventive measure than repression," he said.




The ruling Georgian Dream retained control of parliament in the disputed Oct. 26 election, which was widely seen as a referendum on Georgia's EU aspirations. The opposition and the pro-Western president have accused the governing party of rigging the vote with neighboring Russia's help and boycotted parliament sessions.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Mass opposition protests sparked by the vote gained new momentum after the governing party's decision on Thursday to put the EU accession talks on hold.
Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili refused to recognize the official election results and contested them in the Constitutional Court, which rejected her appeal on Tuesday. Zourabichvili, who plays a largely ceremonial role, has declared that she would stay on the job even after her six-year term ends later this month to lead the opposition demand for a new parliamentary election.

    


Zourabichvili urged the country's Western partners to respond to Wednesday's wave of police raids of opposition groups by putting "strong pressure on a ruling party that is driving the country over the cliff!" "Do not be late!" she wrote on social platform X.
The EU granted Georgia candidate status in December 2023 on condition that it meet the bloc's recommendations, but put its accession on hold and cut financial support in June after the passage of a "foreign influence" law that was widely seen as a blow to democratic freedoms. It requires organizations that receive more than 20% of their funding from abroad to register as "pursuing the interest of a foreign power," similar to a Russian law used to discredit organizations critical of the government.

The Georgian government's announcement of the EU accession talks' suspension came hours after the European Parliament adopted a resolution criticizing October's election as neither free nor fair.
On Monday, the EU reiterated its "serious concerns about the continuous democratic backsliding of the country."
Kobakhidze said Tuesday that his government is willing to open EU accession talks if the bloc ends its "blackmail."
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The new chief of the Los Angeles police force said his department is working with consulate offices for Mexico and other Central American countries to draft a plan to protect immigrants ahead of the Trump administration's plans for mass deportations.
In an interview with The Associated Press, Jim McDonnell said his tenure as police chief will be marked by high engagement with the community, adding that all of society must participate in the criminal justice system to create a safe place to live. A veteran police officer and former sheriff, McDonnell was selected by Mayor Karen Bass in October and sworn in last month.
The LAPD does not stop people or take action for any reason related to immigration status, and it doesn't enforce immigration laws, a practice that has been in place for 45 years, said McDonnell, referring to a department policy known as Special Order 40 enacted in 1979.

    


Any immigration enforcement would be "undercutting our primary mission, which is to be able to build public trust to work with every member of all of our communities, to be able to have hope that people will come forward if they were a victim of crime, a witness to a crime," McDonnell said.




The department plans to work with the consulates to create and circulate a video explaining their policies to the immigrant community and alleviating their concerns.
During the last Trump administration, the U.S. Justice Department attempted to withhold funding from sanctuary cities and favor cities that pledged to cooperate with immigration enforcement for federal grants.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
McDonnell said the department is "cognizant of what's at stake" -- with a majority of the LAPD budget going toward personnel, the police force often relies on grants to provide for equipment and tools. He will be working with national police groups like the Major Cities Chiefs Association to advocate for law enforcement needs with the Trump administration, McDonnell said.

    


At the state level, Attorney General Rob Bonta is also preparing to protect immigrants from Trump's mass deportation plans. The Democrat announced guidance Wednesday for schools, libraries, hospitals and other institutions on how to honor the privacy of immigrants without legal status and limit assistance to federal immigration enforcement.
He said safeguarding immigrants' rights is personal to him as someone whose family migrated from the Philippines to the United States when Bonta was an infant to escape the rise of martial law and dictatorship in their native country.
"Here in California, we're not going to spend our time, our money or our resources going backward," Bonta said at a news conference in San Francisco. "Immigrants are the backbone of our nation. Immigrants make America great."
Along with engaging the immigrant community, McDonnell said he hopes to seek a greater level of engagement from communities that traditionally haven't felt comfortable doing so, "just human-to-human, going out and asking for help."
He also vows to build back the police force from currently just under 9,000 sworn officers to a baseline of 10,000, ideally even exceeding that number. While recent recruitment class size numbers have been in the mid-30s, he hopes to double that to 60, McDonnell said.

    


The additional officers will be crucial as Los Angeles prepares to play host to a number of events that will draw visitors from all over the world, including the FIFA World Cup in 2026, Super Bowl in 2027 and the Olympics in 2028.
One additional tool in the law enforcement arsenal is the recent passage of Proposition 36, which reverted to a previous law making some shoplifting and drug offenses felonies again.

While it will mainly affect prosecutors, McDonnell said it will make arrests for those types of crimes "more meaningful" and give local businesses more safety and comfort, preventing them from having to shut down their stores and leave the community.
"As we move forward, we do so judiciously so that we use the tools that are available to us," McDonnell said.
___
Associated Press writer Sophie Austin contributed from Sacramento, California.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/los-angeles-police-trump-immigration-deportation-crackdown-1bc712bb3642edd7e05f2164e8d3a9c0
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            Protesters gathered outside South Korea's parliament after the sudden declaration of martial law by President Yoon Suk Yeol.
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            South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol declared an "emergency martial law" on Tuesday, accusing the country's opposition of controlling the parliament, sympathizing with North Korea and paralyzing the government with anti-state activities.
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            People were seen blocking a military vehicle as it tried to leave an area near South Korea's parliament late Tuesday. Protesters gathered in front of the Parliament building after South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol declared martial law, vowing to eliminate "anti-state" forces as he struggles against an opposition that controls the country's parliament and that he accuses of sympathizing with communist North Korea.
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            South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's government early Wednesday lifted the martial law he imposed during a tense night of political drama in which troops surrounded parliament and lawmakers voted to reject military rule.
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            In this photo provided by South Korea Presidential Office, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks during a press briefing at the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (South Korea Unification Ministry via AP).
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            Police officers stand guard in front of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A helicopter flies over the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A man shouts to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol to step down in front of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Military vehicles are surrounded by people outside the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            South Korean martial law soldiers try to enter the National Assembly compound in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Cho Jung-woo/Newsis via AP)
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            In this photo taken from video released by South Korea's National Assembly Speaker's Office on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, South Korea's National Assembly Speaker Woo Won-shik delivers his speech. (South Korea's National Assembly Speaker's Office via AP)
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            South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung, center, speaks at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Kim Ju-hyung/Yonhap via AP)
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            A National Assembly staff sprays fire extinguishers to block soldiers entering the main hall of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Jo Da-un/Yonhap via AP)
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            People gather to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol to step down in front of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Kim Do-hoon/Yonhap via AP)
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            People gather to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol step down in front of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Kim Do-hoon/Yonhap via AP)
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            People gather in front of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                    South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol declared an "emergency martial law" on Tuesday, accusing the country's opposition of controlling the parliament, sympathizing with North Korea and paralyzing the government with anti-state activities.
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                                    People were seen blocking a military vehicle as it tried to leave an area near South Korea's parliament late Tuesday. Protesters gathered in front of the Parliament building after South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol declared martial law, vowing to eliminate "anti-state" forces as he struggles against an opposition that controls the country's parliament and that he accuses of sympathizing with communist North Korea.
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                                    South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's government early Wednesday lifted the martial law he imposed during a tense night of political drama in which troops surrounded parliament and lawmakers voted to reject military rule.
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            In this photo provided by South Korea Presidential Office, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks during a press briefing at the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (South Korea Unification Ministry via AP).
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            Police officers stand guard in front of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A helicopter flies over the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A man shouts to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol to step down in front of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Military vehicles are surrounded by people outside the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            South Korean martial law soldiers try to enter the National Assembly compound in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Cho Jung-woo/Newsis via AP)
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            In this photo taken from video released by South Korea's National Assembly Speaker's Office on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, South Korea's National Assembly Speaker Woo Won-shik delivers his speech. (South Korea's National Assembly Speaker's Office via AP)
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            A National Assembly staff sprays fire extinguishers to block soldiers entering the main hall of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Jo Da-un/Yonhap via AP)
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            People gather to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol to step down in front of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Kim Do-hoon/Yonhap via AP)
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            People gather to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol step down in front of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Kim Do-hoon/Yonhap via AP)
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            People gather in front of the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol shocked the nation when he declared martial law and called in troops to secure the National Assembly building where parliament sits. 

The announcement sent citizens streaming to the streets on a cold December night to call for Yoon to resign and martial law to be lifted. 

The subsequent hours were tense with cameras capturing the moments of anger, bravery and defiance before Yoon was forced to back down. Here's how it played out:


10:29 p.m. Tuesday



    







    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Leaning forward on a lectern, President Yoon tells a national television audience he is declaring martial law, giving his government sweeping powers to prevent anti-government demonstrations, ban political parties and control the media. 

He tells the audience it is needed "in order to defend the free Republic of Korea from the threat of North Korean communist forces." 

With his hands firmly rested on either side of the stand, Yoon gravely reads a statement accusing the opposition of sympathizing with North Korea, claiming "anti-state forces" have been "wreaking havoc and are the main culprits of our nation's downfall." He doesn't back his claims with direct evidence. 

"This measure is necessary to justify our constitutional order of freedom," Yoon says. 
11 p.m.

    



As martial law takes effect, crowds begin gathering outside the National Assembly where riot police are stationed to hold them back. 

As the crowds build, so do the security forces, with busloads of police arriving and military transport helicopters bringing in troops. 

As one armored military vehicle approaches, a small group of protesters surrounds it, refusing to let it pass, as they yell at the soldiers buttoned up inside. Police arrive at the scene en masse, clearing the protesters and then running alongside the vehicle to keep the route open as it finally continues on its way. 

Outside the Assembly, protesters wave signs and chant slogans, such as "Martial law is invalid" and "Yoon Suk Yeol step down!" Some turn their attention toward the military and police, chanting "Withdraw! Withdraw!" 

As three helicopters pass overhead, one woman looks up and says sarcastically: "Isn't this a historical moment?" 
About 11:15 p.m.



While in South Korea, the president has the prerogative to declare martial law, a parliamentary vote can end it.

Lawmakers begin streaming to the National Assembly as soon as they learn of Yoon's move, hoping that enough of them could get inside the security cordon to establish a quorum and hold a vote.

Opposition leader Lee Jae-myung, who narrowly lost to Yoon in the 2022 presidential election, begins livestreaming his journey. 

    





In his car, the Democratic Party politician urges Koreans to converge on parliament to help lawmakers get inside, saying: "The National Assembly must vote to lift martial law."

"There is a very high possibility that the military will be mobilized to arrest members of parliament," he says. "Please come to the National Assembly. Though it's very late, it's up to our citizens to protect this country. We will also risk our lives to protect the democracy of this country."

Close to the end of the nearly 23-minute livestream, Lee gets out of his car and shaky video footage shows him going over a fence to get onto the grounds, then heading inside. 

At 11:28 p.m., the South Korean military announces controls on the media and the suspension of political activities but takes no immediate steps to enforce the proclamation.

By around midnight, the number of lawmakers who arrive at parliament exceeds 150, meeting the quorum requirement, but many who reach the building after police and soldiers get there struggle to access the main chamber.






Early Wednesday



As lawmakers try to get inside to hold their vote, scuffles break out at the entrance to the National Assembly between the crowd of people and heavily armed soldiers.

    



In one dramatic confrontation, Democratic Party spokesperson Ahn Gwi-ryeong, a former television news anchor, grabs the rifle of a soldier in full battle gear, pulling at it as she screams, "Let it go!" and "Aren't you ashamed?"

As the two grapple with one another, the soldier breaks away from Ahn and raises the loaded rifle toward her as he steps backward. Ahn grabs its barrel briefly before the soldier retreats further, and she yells, "Aren't you ashamed?" at him as he leaves. 
12:35 a.m.



Parliamentary speaker Woo Won-shik is able to get into the main hall of the Assembly and opens the session in which lawmakers introduce the motion to revoke martial law. The 67-year-old was earlier seen climbing over a fence to get into the Assembly's building. 
1:02 a.m.



Lawmakers vote 190 to 0 to lift martial law and minutes after, security forces begin leaving the National Assembly building.

    






4:20 a.m.



Yoon returns to the lectern in his second national address of the night, telling Koreans that parliament has voted to end martial law and that he has ordered the withdrawal of the military forces he deployed. 


He reiterates his accusations against the opposition, however, saying that he requests "that the parliament immediately ceases the reckless actions that are paralyzing the functions of the state, such as repeated impeachment, legislative manipulation and budget manipulation."

At about 4:30 a.m., martial law is officially lifted, following an emergency meeting of Yoon's Cabinet. 

___

Rising reported from Bangkok.
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                    US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin speaks during the ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting in Vientiane, Laos, in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin used a speech at West Point Wednesday to forcefully endorse having women in combat roles and emphasize the military's obligation to defend the U.S. Constitution -- ideals some fear may come under fire in the upcoming Trump administration.
Speaking to cadets at the U.S. Military Academy in New York, he recalled commanding troops during the early days of the invasion of Iraq in 2003. He said he wanted to keep his command post at the front where he could see the fight, but he told his soldiers that the risks were serious and any of them could stay back and no one would think less of them.
It was one of the women, he said, that was first to challenge him on it. 
"In no uncertain terms, they were telling me to stop talking and get to the fight. And that is who the women of the United States military are," said Austin.

    


His remarks are in contrast to some made by the man Trump has tapped to be Austin's successor to lead the Pentagon. Pete Hegseth, a Fox News co-host and former Army National Guard soldier, has made it clear that he believes men and women should not serve together in combat units.




A month ago, he told podcast host Shawn Ryan that, "I'm straight up just saying we should not have women in combat roles. It hasn't made us more effective. Hasn't made us more lethal. Has made fighting more complicated."
Austin, a retired four-star general who has spent more than 40 years in the Army and commanded at every level, pushed back, saying he's seen incredibly capable and brave women fighting for their country in battle.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"So look, if I get a little fired up about this, it's just because this isn't 1950. It isn't 1948. It is 2024," said Austin. "And any military that turns away tough, talented patriots -- women or men -- is just making itself weaker and smaller. So enough already."
While never mentioning President-elect Donald Trump, Hegseth or the incoming administration, Austin also admonished the cadets to remember their sworn duty to defend the Constitution. 

    


His remarks echoed others who have warned about the potential for Trump to try and use active-duty military troops to police the southern border, deport immigrants who don't have legal permanent status, and even on city streets to combat urban crime. And through his campaign, Trump has renewed his pledge to deploy troops within the U.S. when he deems necessary.
During his first term, as riots against police brutality roiled the nation, Trump pushed to deploy military personnel on Washington, D.C. street. Top military officers, such as then-Gen. Mark Milley, who was chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, resisted those plans, including issuing a memo that stressed that every member of the military "swears an oath to support and defend the Constitution and the values embedded within it."

"We defend government of the people, by the people, and for the people -- and we do not bend on matters of honor, integrity, or law," Austin said at West Point. "We are here to protect our people, to defend our country, and to uphold our Constitution. And that is not negotiable."
___
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            FILE -Central Valley Assembly members, Democrat Adam Gray, of Merced, center, and Republican Heath Flora of Ripon, right, confer during the Assembly session at the Capitol in Sacramento, Calif., May 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli, File)
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            FILE - House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., greets Derek Tran during a campaign event at Golden Sea Restaurant, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)
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            FILE - Virgin Galactic CEO George Whitesides watches as the company's carrier aircraft flies over Spaceport America near Upham, N.M., Aug. 15, 2019. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Democrats and Republicans agreed on at least one thing before November's election: California would play a central role in determining control of the U.S. House. 
Indeed it did. 
Democrat Adam Gray's come-from-behind victory over Republican Rep. John Duarte in a Central Valley farm-belt district Tuesday -- the final House contest decided this year -- gave Democrats their third pick-up of a GOP-held seat in the state, a small victory in a tough year for Democrats nationally. 
While Democratic wins narrowed the gap in the House, Republicans held their ground in two other toss-up contests that helped the GOP defend its fragile majority in Washington. Republicans won 220 House seats this election cycle, with Democrats holding 215 seats.
Despite falling short of a majority, Democrats stressed that the party will gain seats next year, leaving the chamber even more closely divided.

    


"Netting three seats was a very big deal," Rep. Pete Aguilar, the third-ranking Democrat in the chamber, who lives in Redlands, east of Los Angeles, said in Washington. 
Democratic enthusiasm was tempered, however, by turnout figures that lagged the 2020 presidential election in the heavily Democratic state, even with Kamala Harris leading the Democratic ticket in her home state. 




Also, Republicans made incremental gains in the state Legislature. Voters overwhelmingly endorsed a ballot proposal that makes shoplifting a felony for repeat offenders again and increases penalties for some drug charges amid frustration over retail crimes, a proposal opposed by some Democrats.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The election showed Democrats will need to pay closer attention to issues like crime and the cost of living, even in a state where the party holds every statewide office and dominates the Legislature and congressional delegation, Claremont McKenna College political scientist Jack Pitney said.

    


In the House, Democrats "were hoping that California would push them over the top to gain a majority. But their gains elsewhere were not strong enough," Pitney added, pointing to GOP wins in North Carolina.
Gray won by a margin of less than 200 votes, with election officials reporting Tuesday all ballots had been counted.
Duarte captured the seat in 2022 when he defeated Gray by one of the closest margins in the country, 564 votes. He was often listed among the most vulnerable House Republicans given that narrow margin of victory in a district with a Democratic tilt -- about 11 points over registered Republicans.
Gray said in a statement: "We always knew that this race would be as close as they come, and we're expecting a photo finish this year, too."
In other Democratic House gains, first-time candidate Derek Tran ousted Republican Rep. Michelle Steel in a Southern California district anchored in Orange County, while Democrat George Whitesides toppled Republican Rep. Mike Garcia is a district north of Los Angeles.
In a district east of Los Angeles, Republican Rep. Ken Calvert again held off Democrat Will Rollins in a repeat of their 2022 contest. And Republican Rep. David Valadao kept his grip on a farm-belt seat, despite its heavy Democratic registration edge. 

    


The outcome will leave Republicans with nine of the state's 52 U.S. House seats next year.
Although California is often seen as a liberal monolith, a string of House districts has proved volatile in recent elections, spotlighting their importance to both parties. Democrats snatched seven seats from Republicans in 2018, then Republicans seized four from Democrats in 2020.

In the 2022 elections, Republicans gained one seat, from 11 to 12, while Democrats dropped to 40 seats from 42, after California lost a House seat in reapportionment after the 2020 census. Overall, the state dropped to 52 districts from 53.
The state played a pivotal role in securing the gavel for Republicans in 2022 and installing Rep. Kevin McCarthy of Bakersfield as speaker.
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                    FILE - Rep. Jerry Nadler, D-N.Y., is pictured before a hearing, Nov. 7, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Rep. Jerry Nadler announced Wednesday that he will be stepping down as the top Democrat on the House Judiciary Committee next year, avoiding an intra-party fight over a prominent position as the party prepares to confront a second Trump presidency. 
Nadler's decision to relinquish control of the powerful committee came a day after fellow Democratic Rep. Jamie Raskin announced his bid for the job and quickly amassed support from colleagues. 
"I am also proud that, under my leadership, some of our caucus's most talented rising stars have been given a platform to demonstrate their leadership and their abilities," Nadler wrote in the letter to Democrats that was obtained by The Associated Press. "That includes Jamie Raskin, who in just a few terms in Congress has already proven himself to be an exceptional leader and spokesperson for our party's values." 

    


The 77-year-old chose to step aside as the Democratic party undergoes an internal reckoning over their losses in the election, which swept Republicans into a trifecta of power in Washington. Many Democrats are eager for generational change and a new approach as President-elect Donald Trump returns to the White House. 


The decision by Nadler, who is serving his 17th term in Congress, reflects that generational shift. Before he made his decision Wednesday morning, Nadler spent time speaking with staff about what his next step should be. He also made a call to Raskin, which was described as cordial by a person familiar with the conversation who was not authorized to discuss it publicly.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Jerry Nadler is an extraordinary lawyer, patriot and public servant," Raskin posted on X. "His dogged defense of civil rights and civil liberties is a great inspiration to our people."
He added, "I am honored and humbled to have his support in the battles ahead."
Democratic Leader Rep. Hakeem Jeffries also reached out to Nadler, according to the same person, and offered him an emeritus status on the Judiciary committee, an honorary title that recognizes a member's seniority and service to the chamber. Nadler said he plans to stay on the committee as a senior member and will likely take up a ranking member role on one of the various subcommittees. 

    


But despite the cordial back-and-forth, the timeline of events that led to Raskin's surprise bid and Nadler's swift decision to step down damaged a close friendship between the two men. 
Nadler's staff had expected that there would likely be a challenger for the ranking member spot. And a week before Thanksgiving, they heard that Raskin, a former constitutional law professor, was making the rounds, talking to Democratic colleagues about a potential run.
Nadler, who ran the vote counting operation to successfully land Raskin the top spot on the House Oversight Committee, confronted the Maryland lawmaker, who denied he was making a play for the job, according to the same person. Raskin told him that he would soon put out a letter announcing that he would run for the Oversight post again. 

    


Raskin's office did not respond to a request for comment. 
That letter never came and when Nadler inquired again about it days later, Raskin softened his stance, according to the person, saying that he was hearing from a lot of people that he should run.
On Saturday, reports came out of Raskin pursuing the post before he made it official with a letter to colleagues on Monday. 
He wrote that the Judiciary Committee under his leadership would become "the headquarters of Congressional opposition to authoritarianism" as well as other efforts by Trump and his allies to thwart the Constitution. 
It was a stunning turn of events given that over the years Democrats have rarely broken from the seniority system for committee assignments, no matter how long someone has held a position, making the outcome of the race uncertain.
But being the face of the resistance against Trump is not new territory for Raskin who spent the last two years on the House Oversight committee as the most vocal defender of President Joe Biden and his family as they faced a sprawling Republican investigation -- encouraged by Trump -- into their various business affairs. 

    


He also helped draft articles of impeachment against the incoming president for his encouragement of the violent mob on Jan. 6, 2021, and led the impeachment prosecution in the Senate. 

"As our country faces the return of Donald Trump, and the renewed threats to our democracy and our way of life that he represents, I am very confident that Jamie would ably lead the Judiciary Committee as we confront this growing danger," Nadler wrote at the end of his letter.
___
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            Hearing a high-profile culture-war clash, the Supreme Court's conservative majority on Wednesday seemed likely to uphold Tennessee's ban on gender-affirming care for minors. (AP Video: Dan Huff/ AP Production: Nathan Ellgren)
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            A young person who preferred not to give her name, cheers as supporters of transgender rights rally by the Supreme Court, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Washington, while arguments are underway in a case regarding a Tennessee law banning gender-affirming medical care for transgender youth. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Ben Appel, of New York, right, who describes himself as a gay man who is concerned that gender nonconformity is being medicalized, rallies with others who support a Tennessee law banning gender-affirming medical care for transgender youth, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, outside the Supreme Court in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Ben Appel, of New York, right, who describes himself as a gay man who is concerned that gender nonconformity is being medicalized, rallies with others who support a Tennessee law banning gender-affirming medical care for transgender youth, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, outside the Supreme Court in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court heard the most high-profile case of its term on Wednesday, weighing Tennessee's ban on gender-affirming health care for transgender minors. 
Similar laws have been passed by other conservative-leaning states. Challengers say they deprive kids of treatment they need, while the states defend them as protecting minors from life-changing decisions. 
The conservative-majority court appeared ready to uphold Tennessee's law. It comes against the backdrop of escalating pushback to transgender rights, notably from President-elect Donald Trump. 
Here are some takeaways from the arguments: 

    


What did key conservative justices say?
In the arguments on Wednesday, five of the court's six conservatives seemed skeptical of the argument that the ban on gender-affirming care for minors is discriminatory.
Two key conservatives, Chief Justice John Roberts and Justice Amy Coney Barrett, repeatedly challenged the arguments from lawyers challenging the ban. 
Roberts questioned whether judges should be weighing in on a question of regulating medical procedures, an area usually left to state lawmakers. Barrett sounded skeptical of the administration's argument that the law discriminates because of sex.




Conservative Justice Neil Gorsuch was notably silent, asking no questions.
The court's other three conservatives seemed to favor Tennessee. The three liberals largely backed the challengers, with Justice Sonia Sotomayor highlighting the risks of suicide among kids with gender dysphoria.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
What's the court's track record on the issue? 
The litigation marked only the second time the high court has heard a case that represented a fundamental test of transgender rights.
In a case involving LGBTQ+ rights four years ago, two conservative justices, Roberts and Gorsuch, joined with its liberals to expand protections for transgender workers. Barrett wasn't on the bench at the time and had no record on transgender rights.
Gorsuch wrote the opinion, which left open claims of discrimination in other situations.

    


What happens next?
The court isn't expected to rule for several months. The decision could have direct effects in the 26 states that have passed versions of the bans, and might have ripple effects on other measures that restrict sports participation and bathroom use by transgender people. 
Supporters of the health care laws argue the gender-affirming treatments are risky, and the laws protect kids from making decisions before they're ready.

Challengers say many medical interventions come with some degree of risk, and families should be able to weigh those against the benefits. The arguments in favor of Tennessee's ban could also be used to back federal restrictions, said Chase Strangio, the ACLU attorney who represented three families challenging the law. 
Tennessee Attorney General Jonathan Skrmetti said that his state's arguments would still let each state set its own policy.
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            President-elect Donald Trump's pick for Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth spent a second day Tuesday on Capitol Hill meeting privately with Republican senators. He is facing questions about his ability to effectively lead the Pentagon following a sexual assault allegation, which he has denied.
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            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, is joined by his wife Jennifer Rauchet, as they walk through the basement of the Capitol, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        To The New York Times, it was a standard journalistic practice done in the name of fairness -- asking someone involved in a story for comment. To the mother of the nominee for secretary of defense, it constituted a threat. 
On Wednesday, Pete Hegseth's mother accused the Times of making "threats" by calling about its story on an email she had sent to her son six years earlier that criticized his treatment of women.
Penelope Hegseth sought and received an interview on Fox News Channel to support her son, whose confirmation chances are threatened by a series of damaging stories about his personal conduct. At one point, she said she wanted to directly tell President-elect Trump that her son "is not that man he was seven years ago."
She also called the Times "despicable" and attacked a basic tenet of journalism: giving someone the chance to speak for a story about actions that could be seen in a negative light.

    


The Times' story, published Saturday, quoted from a private email that Penelope Hegseth sent to her son in 2018 while he was in the midst of divorcing his second wife. She criticized his character and treatment of women, suggesting that he get some help.
"I have no respect for any man that belittles, lies, cheats, sleeps around and uses women for his own power and ego," she wrote to her offspring. "You are that man (and have been for many years)."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
His mother said the message was sent in a moment of anger
She told the Times for its story that she had sent the email in a moment of anger and followed it up two hours later with an apology. She disavows its content now.
When the Times called her for comment on the story, Hegseth told Fox News that, at first, she did not respond. She said she perceived the calls as a threat -- "they say unless you make a statement we will publish it as is and I think that's a despicable way to treat anyone," she said.
"I don't think a lot of people know that's the way they operate," she said, speaking about the story. She accused the newspaper of being in it "for the money. And they don't care who they hurt, families, children. I don't believe that's the right way to do things."

    


Charles Stadtlander, a spokesman for the Times, said Hegseth's claim "is flatly untrue," and she was in no way threatened. "The Times did what it always does in reporting out a story, simply reaching out and asking for a comment, which we included," he said.
Such a call is the opposite of a threat -- it's an attempt to be fair, said Tom Rosenstiel, a University of Maryland professor and co-author of "Elements of Journalism: What News People Should Know and What the Public Should Expect." "She's basically saying that brake lights are a threat because they alert you that the car ahead of you is about to stop," he said.
But many Americans would perceive that call as a threat, or certainly as rude and a violation of privacy, said Tim Graham, director of media analysis at the conservative Media Research Center. "She didn't write that email to be on the front page of The New York Times," he said.

    


What are the ethics of publishing a private email between mother and son?
A secondary question is the newsworthiness of publishing the content of the private email, one that Hegseth said she almost immediately regretted sending and doesn't reflect how she perceives her son. Graham suggested that the newspaper wouldn't do the same for the nominee of a Democratic president-elect. "The New York Times is out to destroy these nominees," he said.
In its initial story, the Times wrote that it had obtained a copy of the email "from another person with ties to the Hegseth family."
"This was a piece of independently reported journalism published in the name of public awareness of the nominee to lead the largest department in the federal government," Stadtlander said. "We stand behind it completely."
In many circumstances, an email from a mother to her son would be considered a private matter and out of bounds to a news organization, Rosenstiel said. But in this case, Hegseth, a former Fox News weekend host chosen by Trump to lead the Pentagon, has built himself into a public figure and is up for a very important job -- and one that leads the military, which involves waging war and in which character is considered a fundamental trait. 

    


"It makes this news, honestly," Stadtlander said.
The Times wrote about Penelope Hegseth's Fox interview on Wednesday, leading with her saying her son "was not the same man he was in 2018 when she fired off an email accusing him of routinely abusing women and lacking decency and character."
There was some question about whether Hegseth would appear for an interview at his former network on Wednesday, after CNN's Kaitlan Collins posted on X the night before that "multiple people" said that was expected. A Fox News representative said that no such interview had been scheduled, and the nominee was on Capitol Hill meeting with senators.

He has faced a flurry of other damaging reports, including stories about a sexual assault allegation reported to police in 2017. No charges were filed then, and Hegseth said the relationship was consensual. The New Yorker magazine wrote about reports of financial mismanagement, sexist behavior and excessive drinking when Hegseth ran a veterans' organization, and NBC News wrote about people at Fox News concerned about his alcohol use.

    


___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
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            President Joe Biden accompanied by his son Hunter Biden and his grandson Beau leave a book store as they walk in downtown Nantucket Mass., Friday, Nov. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            FILE - Hunter Biden steps into a vehicle as he leaves federal court, Sept. 5, 2024, in Los Angeles, after pleading guilty to federal tax charges. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A federal judge terminated the gun case against Hunter Biden on Tuesday after President Joe Biden issued a sweeping pardon for his son. 
U.S. District Judge Maryellen Noreika closed the case the week before Hunter Biden was to be sentenced. He could have faced up to 25 years in prison, though as a first-time offender he likely would have gotten far less time or avoided prison entirely. 
Prosecutors opposed dismissing the case, arguing in court documents that a pardon shouldn't wipe away the case "as if it never occurred." Hunter Biden was convicted on three felonies after he lied on a federal form to purchase a gun in Delaware by saying he wasn't a drug user in 2018, a period when he has acknowledged being addicted. The judge's order ends the case but does not toss out the conviction.
The Justice Department special counsel is also opposed to dismissing a case filed in California after Hunter Biden failed to pay $1.4 million in taxes. U.S. District Judge Mark Scarsi in Los Angeles indicted he would dismiss the case once the pardon is formally received. Still, Scarsi was critical of the president's assertion that his son was singled out for political reasons, saying two judges had rejected similar arguments from his defense attorneys.

    


The president's Sunday decision to go back on previous pledges and issue his son a blanket federal pardon for actions over the past 11 years has sparked a political uproar in Washington, drawing criticism from many Democrats as well as Republicans and threatening to cloud Biden's legacy as he prepares to leave office on Jan. 20.
Hunter Biden was originally supposed to strike a plea deal with prosecutors last year that would have spared him prison time, but the agreement fell apart after Noreika questioned unusual aspects of it.




__

This story was first published Dec. 3, 2024. It was updated Dec. 4, 2024, to explain that the case was terminated, which ends the case but doesn't toss out the conviction. 
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            President Joe Biden and Chief Operating Officer of Lobito Atlantic Railway Nicolas Gregoire meet rail workers during the tour of the Lobito Port Terminal in Lobito, Angola, on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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                                        LUANDA, Angola (AP) -- President Joe Biden's long-delayed trip to Africa had many of the hallmarks of a traditional state visit: There was a 12-shot cannon salute. A series of warm handshakes with Angolan President Joao Lourenco. Celebratory music. Photo opportunities.
But another issue overshadowed the visit. When reporters tried to question the president about why he gave his son Hunter a far-reaching pardon after repeatedly saying he would not do so, Biden tried to brush aside the questions. He gestured toward Lourenco and laughed, declaring, "Welcome to America." 
Biden saluted Lourenco for his efforts to bolster stronger U.S. relations, declared that Africa and its booming youth population would shape the world's future and even indulged his love of trains by championing a major railway project that his administration says could change the way the entire continent does business.
Some takeaways from the president's visit:

    


(Don't) meet the press 
Biden offered the joke about America before his meeting with Lourenco, and he answered a question on Tuesday about the political situation in South Korea, saying only that he'd not been briefed -- something that was rectified moments later when advisers filled him in on what was happening as the motorcade sped away from a site where he'd given a speech. 
Other than that, Biden went the entire trip, which began Sunday night and included two brief stopovers in Cape Verde in addition to Angola, dodging reporters. He did similar during last month's six-day visit to South America.

    


Biden's press secretary tried to explain the pardon decision
Since Biden announced his pardon decision shortly before climbing aboard Air Force One bound for Africa, it fell to White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre to spend nearly half an hour offering long and awkward answers to uncomfortable questions aboard the aircraft hours later.
Biden said in a statement explaining the pardon that, while he believed in the justice system, he also felt that politics had infected the cases against his son and "enough was enough." Jean-Pierre maintained that he wasn't trying to have it both ways. 
"I don't think it's a contradiction," she said. "Two things could be true. You can believe in the Department of Justice system, and you could also believe that the process was infected politically."
She also bristled when it was suggested that such complaints about the Department of Justice smacked of President-elect Donald Trump's promises to dismantle the "deep state" of federal bureaucrats that he's said for years are out to unfairly undermine him and fellow top Republicans. 
'All in on Africa' -- with time running out 
During his meeting with Lourenco at the presidential palace, Biden said, "The United States is all in on Africa," and extolled how strong Angolan relations were with Washington. 
His administration has invested billions in Angola, with the centerpiece being promoting the Lobito Corridor, a vast project to revitalize supply chains by refurbishing 800 miles (1,300 kilometers) of train lines in Angola, Zambia and Congo.
Given where Angola was barely a generation ago, the alliance is in many ways remarkable.

    


An oil-rich nation on Africa's southwest coast, Angola achieved independence from Portugal in 1975, but spent subsequent years embroiled in civil war, which often featured proxy fighting between U.S.-backed forces and those allied with the Soviet Union. Even today, the country's red and black flag features a yellow machete and half-cog, an insignia resembling the Soviet hammer and sickle.
But Biden leaves office on Jan. 20, and Lourenco, like many leaders of African nations, has already begun suggesting that he's looking toward a Trump-dominated future.
Biden administration officials say they're hopeful Trump and top Republicans will continue a business-friendly approach to investing in Africa that includes continuing to support the Lobito Corridor.

    


Now the Africa policy will be up to Trump
Biden lauded Lourenco for helping boost his country's relationship with the United States, and he said the youth of Africa would change the world. He also visited the country's national slavery museum, stressing how Angola and the United States -- which were once linked by the horrors of enslaved human beings, now could increasingly be linked by economic opportunity.

But if Biden came to Angola hoping to cement his foreign policy legacy in this country and throughout Africa, it will actually fall to Trump -- the man he beat in the 2020 election and spent much of 2024 running against before bowing out of the race in July -- to see it through. 
___
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump said Wednesday that he has selected a former soldier and Iraq War veteran to serve as his secretary of the Army.
Daniel P. Driscoll, who is from North Carolina, had been serving as a senior advisor to Vice President-elect JD Vance, whom he met when both were attending Yale Law School. He ran unsuccessfully in the Republican primary for a North Carolina congressional seat in 2020, getting about 8% of the vote in a crowded field of candidates.
"Dan will be a fearless and relentless fighter for America's Soldiers and the America First agenda," Trump said on his social media platform.
If confirmed, Driscoll, 38, would take the helm of a military branch that has been struggling to overcome recruiting shortfalls through a sweeping overhaul of its programs and staffing. The Army is also undertaking a widespread effort to revamp and modernize its weapons systems.

    


Since his graduation from Yale in 2014 and his tour in the Army, Driscoll has worked at several investment banking and consulting firms in North Carolina.
According to the Army, Driscoll served as an armor officer from August 2007 to March 2011, deploying to Iraq from October 2009 to July 2010. He completed Army Ranger school, earning a Ranger tab, but it was not immediately clear when that occurred.




Completing the course allows a soldier to wear the tab but does not mean that he served as a Ranger in the elite 75th Ranger Regiment, which is part of the Army's special operations command and requires significantly more training.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He left the military service at the rank of first lieutenant. He also graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
Driscoll's military awards include the Army Commendation Medal and the the combat action badge, which are meritoriously earned.

His other awards are often given due to completion of service during a military campaign and include National Defense Service Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal with campaign star, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, and the Overseas Service Ribbon. 
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan, a longtime Democrat, says he will run for Michigan governor as an independent in 2026.
"It's clear to me that there are a lot of people in this country who are tired of both parties and tired of the system," Duggan said in an interview Tuesday. "And so I want to offer people a choice."
Duggan, 66, is credited by many for leading Detroit after it emerged from bankruptcy to become a thriving, more vibrant city. He formally announced his intentions in a video released Wednesday morning but discussed his future before that with The Associated Press. He hopes to succeed popular Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, who is term-limited under Michigan law.
The mayor's decision comes in the midst of a reckoning for Democrats in Michigan, one of a handful of swing states that helped propel former President Donald Trump to victory in November. The Democratic Party, which only two years previously had claimed a majority in both houses of the Legislature for the first time in decades, suffered setbacks at the ballot box that left state Democrats scrambling for explanations and a path forward.

    


Still, few would have anticipated the mayor of the state's largest city and biggest Democratic stronghold abandoning his party altogether. 




Duggan said he felt he could govern more effectively as an independent.
"You have a (state) legislature that's almost evenly divided that makes the stakes of each issue become magnified," he said. "It has gotten harder and harder to address things as the partisan climate has gotten more toxic."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Duggan also could be looking to avoid what is shaping up as a crowded Democratic primary field. Among the potential contenders are Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson, Lt. Gov. Garlin Gilchrist III and Genesee County Sheriff Chris Swanson. 
U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, who relocated to Michigan in 2022, has also sparked speculation about a potential Democratic gubernatorial bid. When asked by the AP on Nov. 3 about a potential candidacy, Buttigieg left the door open.

    


On the Republican side, prospective candidates include Michigan Senate Minority Leader Aric Nesbitt, former state Attorney General Mike Cox, former state Rep. Tom Leonard and U.S. Rep. John James. Tudor Dixon, the Republican gubernatorial nominee in 2022, is also considering another run.
Michigan Democratic Party Chair Lavora Barnes said in a statement that the potential Democratic primary field for governor is "incredibly strong" and that the party looks forward to ensuring it holds onto the office. Gov. Whitmer's office declined to comment Wednesday.
"This changes the dynamic of the campaigns for governor," said Adolph Mongo, a Detroit-based political commentator and former political consultant. "There have been rumblings from folks that we need a third party, a real one."
"This is a gutsy move. This is a good move," Mongo continued. "It hurts the Democratic Party. There's no question that he is going to take a ton of Democrats with him. It's also going to free up those moderate Republican who are not buying MAGA."

    


Democrat Mark Bernstein, a regent at the University of Michigan, also says running as an independent will allow Duggan "to lead free from partisan entanglements that have paralyzed Lansing for a long time."
"Voters do not care about political parties. They care about results and Mayor Duggan gets results," Bernstein said.
"I do believe that many voters, like me, feel homeless, right now," Bernstein continued. "Many Republicans feel estranged from the Republican Party and many Democrats feel alienated by the Democratic Party."
Republican and former Michigan Lt. Gov. Brian Calley said on X that Duggan checks the boxes of being a "credible, independent candidate with the ability to raise money."
"But there are huge advantages of having a political party behind you," Calley wrote. "And being a target of the left and the right will be intense. 2026 is already very interesting."
A Duggan run as an independent, while it further fractures a state Democratic Party still reeling from Trump's win in November, could win over voters looking outside the party for answers.

    


There is precedent. Then-U.S. Sen. Kyrsten Sinema from Arizona made the move in 2022 to independent. West Virginia Sen. Joe Manchin did the same last spring. Several states have elected independent governors since 1990, Duggan noted, including Angus King in Maine, now a U.S. senator.
But an independent has never served as Michigan governor and third-party candidates typically don't fare well in elections for the state's top seat. Libertarian Party candidate Mary Buzuma received a scant 0.9% of the vote in 2022.
Duggan must collect between 12,000 and 60,000 signatures from registered Michigan voters, ensuring at least 100 signatures from registered voters in at least seven of the state's 13 congressional districts.

    


"If you think the two-party system is serving you well, you can vote for your Republican or Democratic candidate," Duggan said. "But if you think the only way we can really change the quality of life in Michigan is a different way, I'm going to give people the alternative, an independent who is going to go to Lansing and work with responsible leadership in both parties."
Last month, Duggan announced that the coming year would be his last as Detroit's mayor. His current term ends in January 2026. Duggan said he then plans to "go to communities across the state that have been forgotten and sit in neighborhood restaurants and farmhouses and city centers and listen to people."
Duggan spent about eight years as chief executive of the Detroit Medical Center. He served three years as Wayne County prosecutor and 14 years as deputy county executive.
He was the top vote-getter in Detroit's 2013 mayoral primary despite running a write-in campaign due to a ballot challenge. Duggan, who is white, was elected in November 2013 to lead mostly Black Detroit which that summer was taken into the largest municipal bankruptcy in U.S. history by a state-appointed manager.
Long-term debt of $18 billion or more and hundreds of millions of dollars in annual budget deficits left Detroit broke and nearly broken. Crime was high and neighborhood blight was rampant. Unemployment and poverty rates were among the nation's highest.
Taking office in January 2014, Duggan ran the city but initially had no control over spending. By that December, Detroit had emerged from bankruptcy with about $7 billion in debt erased or restructured.

Over the past decade, Detroit routinely has had balanced city budgets and surpluses. Violent crime is down and neighborhoods mostly are cleaner. Detroit's population even increased slightly in 2023. It was the first uptick since the 1950s when 1.8 million people called the city home.
____
Associated Press reporter Joey Cappelletti in Lansing, Michigan, contributed to this story.
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            Republican South Carolina Sen. Tom Davis of Beaufort takes the oath of office for the Senate during the chamber's organization session on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            Democratic South Carolina Sen. Deon Tedder of Charleston sits in the chamber during an organization session on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            Republican state Sen. Jeff Zell of Sumter gives his introductory speech during the chamber's organization session, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            Republican South Carolina Sen. Everett Stubbs of Chester gives his introductory speech during the chamber's organization session on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            Republican South Carolina Sen. Tom Fernandez of Summerville gives his introductory speech during the chamber's organization session on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            A page hands out committee assignments for the South Carolina House on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            Republican South Carolina Senate President Thomas Alexander has his robe adjusted by his wife Lynda during the chamber's organization session on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- With the largest number of newly elected members at least since World War II, Republican South Carolina Senate leaders are thinking about tackling some issues like tax reform that have long been too tough to handle.
The 13 new senators -- nine Republicans and four Democrats -- came to the Statehouse on Wednesday to meet, give five-minute introductory speeches, get their committee assignments and pick their seats. The session doesn't start for 40 more days.
When it does begin, Republican Majority Leader Shane Massey wants to debate a bill to allow parents to spend public money on private schools, tweaking a law that was found unconstitutional by the state Supreme Court earlier this year. 
Massey wants the Senate -- which now had a 34-12 Republican supermajority -- to look into a broad bill rewriting South Carolina's energy policy to ensure the rapidly growing state has enough power. 

    


There are criminal justice issues like fighting fentanyl and major retail theft and what many senators think is the growing problem with insurance rate spikes because the state's liability laws don't differentiate between levels of responsibility, Massey said.




But all those new members could mean senators can go after items that have long met resistance like reforming the state's entire tax system or retirement system or the civil lawsuit system.
"I think there will be some dynamic changes," Massey said of all the new senators. "The personalities are different."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But issues can wait until the session starts on Jan. 14. Wednesday was for housekeeping matters and introductions, with family watching their loved ones being sworn in
There was one major rule change passed. The Senate President and Majority Leader now can sponsor a resolution to remove a chairman from a committee that will go before the Rules Committee and the entire Senate.

    


There have been rumblings over the past few years about how some chairpersons, who are determined by seniority, handle their committees and the pace of legislation passed out of them. The rule sends a message to them about how they operate.
Massey said he doesn't expect the rule to ever be used, but it's there as a safeguard.

"We just want to make sure the committees are doing the work that they are tasked with doing and the majority is able to move legislation," Massey said.
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                                        PORTLAND, Maine (AP) -- Republican Austin Theriault on Wednesday ended a recount in his congressional race in Maine and conceded to Democratic U.S. Rep. Jared Golden, bringing to an end the closely watched contest a month after Election Day.
Theriault decided to end the recount before its completion after early results did not show a significant change in the outcome after Golden won by 2,706 votes using the state's ranked choice voting.
"I ran this campaign centered around putting people over politics, and it's time to do that now," Theriault announced, calling the contest "an extremely close and hard-fought race."
Between ranked voting and the recount, the election was a drawn-out process.
Golden won the most first-choice votes but fell shy of a majority with less than 49% of the votes cast because about 12,000 ballots were either blank or had write-in candidates. That necessitated another voting round in which ballots were brought to Augusta, entered into a computer and reallocated with the second choices from ballots that were blank or had write-in candidates.

    


The Associated Press declared Golden the 2nd Congressional District winner upon conclusion of the process more than a week after Election Day. The recount began Monday.




"I'd like to thank the voters for participating in the greatest democracy the world has ever known, and all the staff and volunteers who helped ensure the election's integrity on Election Day, during the runoff and over the course of this recount," said Golden, who was in Washington when Theriault called to concede Wednesday.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
This race drew attention and more than $50 million in spending as both parties fought to control the House of Representatives.
Golden, a Marine Corps veteran who demonstrated a willingness to defy his own party, campaigned on his ability to work with both Democrats and Republicans. He also touted his advocacy for the lobster industry, which is crucial to the economy in the region. But Golden was attacked for his opposition to assault weapons, which he announced after an Army reservist used an assault rifle to kill 18 people and injure 13 others in Lewiston in October 2023.

    


Theriault, a former NASCAR driver, had the backing of President-elect Donald Trump, but he also portrayed himself as a potential uniter during a time of division. "We need more balance and less extremism in Washington," Theriault said previously.

It was the third time Golden won through an additional voting round under ranked voting. The system allows voters to rank candidates on the ballot and allows for additional voting rounds to ensure a majority winner. Ranked choice tabulations allowed Golden to unseat Republican incumbent Rep. Bruce Poliquin in 2018, and to win a rematch in 2022.
___
This story has been corrected to show Jared Golden received the most first-place votes.
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            This cover image released by Parkwood/Columbia/Sony shows "Act ll: Cowboy Carter" by Beyonce. (Parkwood/Columbia/Sony via AP)
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            FILE - Kendrick Lamar performs during the Festival d'ete de Quebec in Quebec City, Canada on July 7, 2017. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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            This cover image released by Atlantic Records shows "brat" by Charli XCX. (Atlantic Records via AP)
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            This image released by Geffen Records shows "ORQUIDEAS" by Kali Uchis. (Geffen Records via AP)
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            This cover image released by Top Dawg/Capitol shows "Alligator Bites Never Heal" by Doechii. (Top Dawg/Capitol via AP)
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            This cover image released by ANTI- Records shows "Manning Fireworks" by MJ Lendermann. (ANTI- Records via AP)
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            This cover image released by R&R shows "Two Star & The Dream Police" by Mk.gee. (R&R via AP)
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            This cover image released by Nonesuch Records shows "The Past Is Still Alive" by Hurray for the Riff Raff. (Nonesuch Records via AP)
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            This cover image released by Private Energy/4AD shows "Phasor" by Helado Negro. (Private Energy/4AD via AP)
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            This album cover image shows "Hit Me Hard and Soft" by Billie Eilish. (Darkroom-Interscope via AP)
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            FILE - Kendrick Lamar performs during the Festival d'ete de Quebec in Quebec City, Canada on July 7, 2017. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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            This cover image released by Atlantic Records shows "brat" by Charli XCX. (Atlantic Records via AP)
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            This cover image released by Top Dawg/Capitol shows "Alligator Bites Never Heal" by Doechii. (Top Dawg/Capitol via AP)
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            This cover image released by ANTI- Records shows "Manning Fireworks" by MJ Lendermann. (ANTI- Records via AP)
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            This cover image released by R&R shows "Two Star & The Dream Police" by Mk.gee. (R&R via AP)
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            This cover image released by Nonesuch Records shows "The Past Is Still Alive" by Hurray for the Riff Raff. (Nonesuch Records via AP)
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            This cover image released by Private Energy/4AD shows "Phasor" by Helado Negro. (Private Energy/4AD via AP)
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            This album cover image shows "Hit Me Hard and Soft" by Billie Eilish. (Darkroom-Interscope via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Ten of the top albums of the year, as chosen by Associated Press Music Writer Maria Sherman.
"Cowboy Carter," Beyonce
She rode in on a white horse, in patriotic chaps and wielding an American flag. She declared, this "ain't a Country album" but "a 'Beyonce' album" -- positioning herself in opposition to the genre's rigid power structures. And yet, she made the year's best country (and then some) release: Beyonce's "Act ll: Cowboy Carter," a 78-minute, 27-track masterclass in inherited and uncelebrated histories, pulling from the Black and brown performers at the core of country's canon, and providing visibility to oft-overlooked progenitors. It's heard in the inclusion of Linda Martell, the first Black woman to play the Grand Ole Opry. And it's heard in Beyonce's natural twang, a return to form for the Texas native -- at times, a vibrato that pulls directly from the earth. It may only be 2024, but it's hard to imagine this record not being considered one of the decade's best.

    


"BRAT," Charli XCX
It wasn't just brat summer, babes, but a brat movement: English singer-songwriter Charli XCX's sixth album altered the language of 2024. The music oscillates between hedonism and anxiety -- "the euphoria of a late night on the dancefloor and the creeping disquietude of the morning after," as the AP reviewed it -- but also manages to bring the underground's pop queen into the mainstream without compromising her vision. There was a period where Charli XCX's collaborations with the future-seeking PC Music collective and producer A .G. Cook seemed too progressive for everyday ears. But "Brat," and its vomit-chartreuse iconography, resonated. Listeners were ready to return to the rave -- or attend for the very first time -- and dance-pop music is far more interesting for it.




"Alligator Bites Never Heal," Doechii
When alligators kill, they do what is known as a "death roll": They sink their teeth into their prey and spin rapidly, flipping their bodies in and out of the water, drowning, disorienting and dismembering whatever was unlucky enough to get in its way. Florida rapper Doechii's breakout mixtape, "Alligator Bites Never Heal," embodies that kind of intensity -- not in aggression, per se, but in acuity -- for a versatile album that teeters from the romance of her smooth R&B and the particularity of her flows. Single "Boom Bap" made her greatness known. Tracks like "Catfish" confirm it.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Manning Fireworks," MJ Lenderman
Last year, AP named "Rat Saw God," the album from Asheville alt-country indie rockers Wednesday, as one of 2023's best. The band features MJ Lenderman, whose "Manning Fireworks" is almost frustratingly addictive. It's a record of hilariously evocative moments from pathetic people (or is it pathetic moments from hilariously evocative people?) atop purposeful, easy slacker rock melodies. From there, it's a kaleidoscope of brilliant lyrical short stories. (An oft-quoted favorite of his cult following? "Kahlua shooter / DUI scooter" from "Joker Lips.") For fans of alternative music, it is an immediate classic. We'd suggest placing "Manning Fireworks" next to Pavement on your record shelf, but it's unlikely to leave your turntable.

    


"Orquideas," Kali Uchis
When Amy Winehouse first emerged, she was celebrated for being a once-in-a-generation voice, an old soul in a modern world -- not overly sentimental or stuck, but an artist willing to communicate with the past to make art in the future. In many ways, the same can be said about Kali Uchis and her 2024 album, "Orquideas." Her superpower is her syrupy voice, which feels in time and out of it -- classically and effortlessly smoothing over and disrupting her lush sonic worlds. If 2024 is about fluidity -- of genre, language, love, loss and divination -- Uchis provides a roadmap from restrained reggaeton to alt-R&B.

    


"GNX," Kendrick Lamar
The holidays arrived early this year when Pulitzer Prize-winning rapper Kendrick Lamar surprise released "GNX" in late November. It is his first album since 2022's "Mr. Morale & the Big Steppers" -- and perhaps more tellingly, his first since his victory lap over Drake in their recently reignited beef that inspired one of the year's best songs, "Not Like Us." In full, "GNX" builds off the promise of his blockbuster single -- West Coast hip-hop showboating from one of the greatest living rappers anywhere. But it's Lamar's performance that makes this one of the year's best. As the AP reviewed, it is his effortless ability to "switch cadences and lyrical perspectives mid-song" and seemingly limitless breath control that stand out.

    


"Hit Me Hard and Soft," Billie Eilish
It often seems like there is no record Billie Eilish can't break, no accomplishment she cannot summit. So where was she to go, at just 22, with her third studio album? Up, as it turns out. "Hit Me Hard and Soft" is a 10-track testament to her own ambition. It fuses insights pulled from her first two records -- the gothic humor and unusual production of her first record and the classist detours of her second -- but wizened. There are the fan favorites of "Lunch" and "Birds of a Feather," but also standouts like "Chihiro," with its delicate promise and techno-house crescendo at its coda. No one is doing it like her.

    


"Two Star & The Dream Police," Mk.gee
Upon first listen, if New Jersey guitar virtuoso Mk.gee confounds, do not worry. He is a 2024 success story who emerged fully formed and completely unusual, only to make fans of everyone from Justin Bieber to Eric Clapton -- and their influence is heard throughout "Two Star & The Dream Police." The record is gauzy, ripe for a "lo-fi music to study to" playlist, but also commands attention for its spaced-out production and sparkling pop, all reliant on the malleability of his guitar compositions. Those range from sticky staccato to a kind of soulful '80s melodicism. 
"The Past Is Still Alive," Hurray for the Riff Raff
Hurray for the Riff Raff, the musical moniker of Alynda Segarra, has long studied Americana, blues, and folk punk, perfecting their craft with each new release. On the narrative "The Past Is Still Alive," their eighth studio album, Segarra pulls from their background as a hitchhiker, train hopper and outsider artist to document the kind of life-altering adventures -- ugly and rejuvenating -- that can only happen far from home. It's a beautiful portrayal of the U.S. -- all big skies, starry nights and idiosyncratic people -- as well as dumpster diving, shoplifting, addiction, politics, queer bars and poetry. In a word: America.
"Phasor," Helado Negro

Nearly a decade ago, Helado Negro -- the bilingual musical project of Roberto Carlos Lange -- released the single "Young, Latin and Proud," a celebratory exploration of Latino identity that became a rallying cry for indie kids with similar heritage. It doubles as a kind of framework in which to think about all of his art, in particular, the inventive, breezy, slow synths of "Phasor." The album, recorded in English and Spanish, uses electronic sounds to express inspirations pulled from nature. It's a wide-ranging release, effervescent and ambitious, easy to listen to and joy to dissect. 
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            Taylor Swift performs during the opening show of the Toronto dates of The Eras Tour on Thursday, November 14, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Just one retail chain was enough for Taylor Swift to have the top-selling book last week and the biggest publishing launch of 2024. 
According to Circana, Swift's "Eras Tour Book" sold 814,000 copies over the Thanksgiving holiday weekend. Circana tracks around 85% of the print market, but the "Eras" numbers are more precise: Swift sold the book exclusively through Target, which launched the "Eras" tie-in on Black Friday. 
Sales soared even as Swift skipped Amazon.com and other retailers and as some fans complained online that the $39.99 book included typos and other errors. Representatives for Target and Swift did not immediately respond to requests Wednesday for comment.
The sales put Swift in rare company. The only bigger nonfiction launch was the first volume of Barack Obama's presidential memoirs, "A Promised Land," which sold 816,000 copies its first week on shelves in 2020, according to Circana, which does not include audio and e-book sales. But Obama's memoir was available through all major outlets and Circana's tracking for "Eras Tour Book" accounts only for its first weekend sales.

    


Swift has arranged exclusive, non-traditional releases before. For her "Eras" concert film, which came out in 2023, she bypassed Hollywood studios and worked directly with AMC Theatres and Cinemark Theatres. "Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour" has made more than $200 million at the box office and stands as the highest grossing concert movie in history.





Even before the "Eras" book, Swift has been a mini-genre in the publishing industry, the inspiration for biographies, romance fiction, fashion, coloring books and a cocktail recipe collection, "Shake It Up." Another top seller of 2024, according to Circana, is Wendy Loggia's "Taylor Swift: A Little Golden Book Biography," designed in the tradition of such Little Golden favorites as "The Three Bears" and "The Whispering Rabbit."
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                    This album cover image released by Atlantic Records shows Rose's debut solo collection "rosie." (Atlantic Records via AP)
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                                        Rose, the nightingale of the massively popular Korean girl group Blackpink, has flown the nest and launched her first solo album "Rosie." She's the first of the awesome foursome to release a full-length solo record, and in English at that. Members Jisoo and Jennie have previously released singles, and Lisa is gearing up for her own studio album in 2025.
Across "Rosie," titled after Rose's nickname to communicate a kind of personal intimacy, the singer goes to great lengths to detach herself sonically from her band. Unlike Blackpink's high energy electro-pop output, Rose's solo material is that of a coffee-house dweller with a sideline in romantic drama. But don't expect finger-plucked acoustic guitar balladry exclusively -- "Rosie" is reserved in some moments, full of life in others.
The album starts off chipper, with the soaring piano ballad "Number One Girl," the cool synth-pop track "Two Years," the dynamic, catchy Bruno Mars collaboration "Apt.," and the contemporary, Taylor Swift-indebted pop of "Toxic Till the End." But it invariably slows down, preferring fairly stripped back production throughout. She's got the voice and she's flaunting it; it's her prerogative to showcase her range at the expense of a more energetic beat.

    


Across 12-tracks, the album studies heartache over lost loves ("It's been two years and you're still not gone/It doesn't make sense that I can't move on," she sings on "Two Years"), missed chances ("Are we lovers or friends/'Cause it's as good as it gets" in "Call it the End") and ambivalence over situationships that probably should've been nipped in the bud but staggered along, strung by the power of lust and not much else. (That one is everywhere -- particularly in the dubious boyfriends of "Toxic Till the End" and "Gameboy.") Who can't relate?





The album is an emotional rollercoaster easy to empathize with, stuffed with songs that articulate the trials and tribulations of early adult years -- the search for connection and getting dragged into romances that lead nowhere. But throughout, fans of both Blackpink and Rose might miss the spirited songs of her group. After all -- your 20s are for partying, too -- not just heartbreak.
___
For more AP reviews of recent music releases, visit: https://apnews.com/hub/music-reviews
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            Kate Hamill appears during a performance of "The Light and the Dark" at Primary Stages in New York on Nov. 1, 2024. ( James Leynse via AP)
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            Joey Parsons, from left, Kate Hamill, and Matthew Saldivar appear during a performance of "The Light and the Dark" at Primary Stages in New York on Nov. 1, 2024. ( James Leynse via AP)
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            Kate Hamill poses for a portrait on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Kate Hamill poses for a portrait on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The inspiration for Kate Hamill's latest play came from across centuries and the planet.
The actor-playwright was honeymooning in Italy in 2020 when she walked into the Uffizi Gallery in Florence and spotted a painting by pioneering Baroque painter Artemisia Gentileschi created around 1620. The art immediately stirred more art.
"I was standing in front of this painting, just like crying and shaking for like 20 minutes. And then I was like, 'I'm going to write a play about this woman,'" she says.
The result is "The Light and the Dark" -- a Primary Stages production at 59E59 Theatres -- which looks at the hard but inspiring life of Gentileschi, who created bold works despite a society keen on keeping her down. Hamill calls the play a "feminist primal scream."
"I am disheartened by how extremely relevant this play is right now," Hamill says. "Much of the same things that Artemisia Gentileschi was dealing with then are still true now."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A symbol for courageous women
Gentileschi rebelled against the male-dominated art world -- even using herself as a nude model -- and has lately become a symbol of courageous women for testifying in court, even while being tortured, against a prominent painter who raped her. "Please don't let her give up -- she is a survivor," Hamill writes in the play's notes. 
Hamill -- consistently among the most produced playwrights in America -- not only wrote the work, but she also stars as Gentileschi, nightly reliving the traumas and the betrayals but also the triumphs of her sister-in-art.
"It was important to me as a female artist to put my own body in the line of the service of a female artist who used the power of her body to say something," she says. 
"I felt like if what I need to do to get survivors' stories heard is take off all my clothes and scream in the middle of off-Broadway, then that's what I'm going to do."

    


Painting of Judith influences play's final speech
The painting in Italy that stirred so much in Hamill was Gentileschi's Judith Slaying Holofernes, which depicts the Biblical story of Judith, who saved her people by beheading the Assyrian general Holofernes.
It came at a time when Hamill was disheartened by #MeToo stories at home and wondered how -- or even if -- she could continue as a feminist playwright.
"I swear to you, I felt this woman reach through time and reach into that room and slap me up across the face and go 'Snap out of it! You have a voice. You have privilege. You're going to let those guys beat you? Get louder, get bolder!'"
Hamill's husband, actor-director Jason O'Connell, recalls seeing her transfixed in front of the painting. "It was like she was seized," he says, adding that her stillness and the light on her face made her look like a painting herself. "I just watched her commune with it for a while and it was very moving." (Hamill soon ordered more than a dozen books about Gentileschi that were waiting for her on her return home.)
The painting depicts Gentileschi and her maid plunging a sword into their enemy, inspiring the play's final powerful speech: "Every daughter of mothers who ever sees this work/Will know she is not alone/She will see what it means/To survive, despite the hands at your throat."

    


The play has plenty of signature Hamill touches -- strong women, humor and an encouragement to mix in modern elements despite whatever period the play is set. "The Light and the Dark" has actors in jeans beneath Renaissance silhouettes, and Hamill kept her piercings in.
"We wanted it to feel like we are gesturing at a time that is both back then and now, because I'm going to argue all of this story could happen now," she says.

    


Envisioning a more egalitarian future
Hamill has built a reputation as a foremost adapter of novels to the stage, including dust-blowing-off versions of "Vanity Fair," "Mansfield Park," "The Scarlet Letter," "Little Women" and "Pride and Prejudice." In her "Sense and Sensibility," she added a Greek chorus of gossips to represent social pressures.
"I come at adaptation from a sort of a new play lens," she says. "So, I think of it as a collaboration between myself and an author who's often currently dead. So, in a way, it's sort of the same muscle."
O'Connell, who often acts alongside his wife, has two roles in the new play -- an art appraiser who testifies against Gentileschi and a court officer who tortures her. "I betray her two different ways in one scene," he says, turning to his wife: "The play is just so her. Her voice is so strong."
Hamill says she is tapping into the same thing Gentileschi tapped into -- extreme dissatisfaction with how the world is and this feeling that the world could be different.

"Feminist stories are about envisioning a future that's more egalitarian for women and men and people who do not identify on that binary. I think there is a healthy proportion of people who really want to live in that world or who want to see the ways in which our current world is not like that world."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kate-hamill-light-dark-46ae9526c8f5fe80eb7e2c05a02fc11f
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            This image released by Janus and Sideshow Films shows Kani Kusruti, center, in a scene from "All We Imagine As Light." (Janus and Sideshow Films via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Saoirse Ronan, left, and Elliott Heffernan in a scene from "Blitz." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Amazon/MGM shows Ethan Herisse, left, and Brandon Wilson in a promotional photo for the film "Nickel Boys." (Orion Pictures/Amazon/MGM via AP)
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            This image released by Universal Pictures shows Ryan Gosling in a scene from "The Fall Guy." (Eric Laciste/Universal Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Searchlight Pictures shows Kieran Culkin, left, and Jesse Eisenberg in a scene from "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Metrograph shows Lilly Collias in a scene from "Good One." (Metrograph via AP)
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            This image released by Sony Pictures Classics shows Saoirse Ronan in a scene from "The Outrun." (Sony Pictures Classics via AP)
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            This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Timothee Chalamet, left, and Zendaya in a scene from "Dune: Part Two." (Niko Tavernise/Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Magnolia Pictures shows Richard Roundtree, left, and June Squibb in a scene from the film "Thelma." (Magnolia Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Neon shows Mark Eydelshteyn, left, and Mikey Madison in a scene from "Anora." (Neon via AP)
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            This image released by A24 shows Colman Domingo, left, and Clarence Maclin in a scene from "Sing Sing." (A24 via AP)
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            This image released by Kino Lorber shows a scene from "Green Border." (Kino Lorber via AP)
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            This image released by IFC Films shows Keith Kupferer, left, and Katherine Mallen Kupferer in a scene from "Ghostlight." (IFC Films via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Natasha Lyonne, from left, Elizabeth Olsen, and Carrie Coon in a scene from "His Three Daughters." (Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Janus and Sideshow Films shows Kani Kusruti in a scene from "All We Imagine As Light." (Janus and Sideshow Films via AP)
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            This image released by Janus and Sideshow Films shows Kani Kusruti, left, and Divya Prabha in a scene from "All We Imagine As Light." (Janus and Sideshow Films via AP)
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            This combination of images shows promotional art for the films, "A Real Pain," top rom from left, "All We Imagine As Light," "Anora," "Blitz," "Dune: Part Two," and "Green Border," then bottom row from left, "I Saw the TV Glow," "Nickel Boys," "Sing, Sing," "The Fall Guy," "The Outrun," and "Thelma." (Searchlight/Sideshow-Janus/Neon/Apple/Warner Bros./Kino Lorber/A24//Orion-Amazon/A24/Warner Bros/Sony Pictures Classics/Magnolia via AP)
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            This image released by Janus and Sideshow Films shows Kani Kusruti, center, in a scene from "All We Imagine As Light." (Janus and Sideshow Films via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Saoirse Ronan, left, and Elliott Heffernan in a scene from "Blitz." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Amazon/MGM shows Ethan Herisse, left, and Brandon Wilson in a promotional photo for the film "Nickel Boys." (Orion Pictures/Amazon/MGM via AP)
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            This image released by Universal Pictures shows Ryan Gosling in a scene from "The Fall Guy." (Eric Laciste/Universal Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Searchlight Pictures shows Kieran Culkin, left, and Jesse Eisenberg in a scene from "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Metrograph shows Lilly Collias in a scene from "Good One." (Metrograph via AP)
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            This image released by Sony Pictures Classics shows Saoirse Ronan in a scene from "The Outrun." (Sony Pictures Classics via AP)
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            This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Timothee Chalamet, left, and Zendaya in a scene from "Dune: Part Two." (Niko Tavernise/Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Magnolia Pictures shows Richard Roundtree, left, and June Squibb in a scene from the film "Thelma." (Magnolia Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Neon shows Mark Eydelshteyn, left, and Mikey Madison in a scene from "Anora." (Neon via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 17

                                    
                                    This image released by Neon shows Mark Eydelshteyn, left, and Mikey Madison in a scene from "Anora." (Neon via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 17 | 
            This image released by A24 shows Colman Domingo, left, and Clarence Maclin in a scene from "Sing Sing." (A24 via AP)
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            This image released by Kino Lorber shows a scene from "Green Border." (Kino Lorber via AP)
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            This image released by IFC Films shows Keith Kupferer, left, and Katherine Mallen Kupferer in a scene from "Ghostlight." (IFC Films via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Natasha Lyonne, from left, Elizabeth Olsen, and Carrie Coon in a scene from "His Three Daughters." (Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Janus and Sideshow Films shows Kani Kusruti in a scene from "All We Imagine As Light." (Janus and Sideshow Films via AP)
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            This image released by Janus and Sideshow Films shows Kani Kusruti, left, and Divya Prabha in a scene from "All We Imagine As Light." (Janus and Sideshow Films via AP)
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                                        As much as theaters are humming right now, with "Wicked" and "Moana 2" bringing moviegoers by the droves, it's been a fairly bruising movie year. 
In between the blockbusters, though, the challenge of not just capturing the attention of audiences but of simply getting to the screen feels more perilous than ever. The year was marked by filmmakers who wagered everything from a $120 million pile ( Francis Ford Coppola's "Megalopolis" ) to their life (the dissident Iranian filmmaker Mohammad Rasoulof's "The Seed of the Sacred Fig"). 
Considering the paths of the "The Apprentice" (about Donald Trump's rise in New York) or the Israeli occupation documentary "No Other Land" (which still lacks a distributor), the question of what gets released was a common and chilling refrain. 
That also made the movies that managed their way through -- the ones that told urgent stories or dazzled with originality at a time of sequel stranglehold -- all the more worth celebrating. 
Here are The Associated Press' Film Writers Jake Coyle and Lindsey Bahr's picks for the best movies of 2024:

    


Jake Coyle's top movies of 2024
1. "All We Imagine As Light"
Was this a great year for movies? The consensus seems to be no, and that may be true. But it did produce some stone-cold masterpieces, none more so than Payal Kapadia's sublime tale of three women in modern Mumbai. It's a grittily real movie graced, in equally parts, by keen-eyed documentary and dreamy poetry. Beguilingly, "All We Imagine As Light" grows more profound as it cleaves further from reality. In theaters.

    


2. "Nickel Boys"
Like Kapadia, RaMell Ross started out in documentary before bringing a singular eye to narrative film. His adaptation of Colson Whitehead's Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, about two Black teenagers at an abusive reform school in the Jim Crow South, is shot mostly from the two boys' first-person perspective. The result is one of the most visually inventive American films of the decade and, just as certainly, one of the richest in empathy. Opens in theaters Dec. 13.
3. "Anora"
So many of the reasons to go to the movies -- to laugh at a clattering comic set piece, to witness the breakthrough of a young performer, to be devastated by something tragic -- are contained within the thrillingly kitchen-sink "Anora." It's a concoction that only Sean Baker could conceive, let alone execute. (And, by the way, if you liked Yura Borisov's performance alongside Mikey Madison, seek out 2021's "Compartment No. 6.") In theaters.
4. "I Saw the TV Glow"
Jane Schoenbrun's sophomore feature -- a dramatic leap forward for filmmaker and a transfixing trans parable -- is a chilling 1990s coming of age in which a "Buffy the Vampire Slayer"-like series called "The Pink Opaque" offers a possible portal out of drab suburban life and other suffocations. It feels chillingly, beautifully ripped out of Schoenbrun's soul -- and it's got a killer soundtrack. Streaming on Max, available for digital rental.

    


5. "Green Border"
The fury of Agnieszka Holland's searing migrant drama is suitably calibrated to the crisis. Along the Poland-Belarus border, a small band of migrants from Syria and Afghanistan are sent back and forth across a wooded borderland -- sometimes they're even literally tossed -- in a grim game of "not in my backyard." It's not an easy movie to watch, nor should it be. To keep up with the times, more uncomfortable movies like this may be needed. Streaming on Kino Film Collection, available for digital rental.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
 
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
6. "The Fall Guy"
We also need more big, fun movies with Ryan Gosling. David Leitch's affectionate ode to stunt performers manages to celebrate behind-the-scenes crew members while simultaneously being completely carried by two of our most winning movie stars in Gosling and Emily Blunt. The societal value of watching Gosling cry to Taylor Swift's "All Too Well" should not be underestimated. Streaming on Peacock, available for digital rental.
7. "The Seed of the Sacred Fig"
The way the Iranian filmmaker Mohammad Rasoulof, who was forced into exile while editing this, condenses real-life social upheaval into a family drama makes this a uniquely disquieting film. Like Kurosawa's "Stray Dog," Rasoulof's movie centers around a lost handgun. The subsequent search reveals just how deeply the Iranian government's policies have seeped into the most intimate relationships. In theaters.

    


8. "Ghostlight" and "Sing Sing"
We had not one but two movies this year that captured the therapeutic properties of theater. Each, almost unbelievably, deftly eludes tipping into cliche thanks to abiding compassion and authenticity in the performances. Alex Thompson and Kelly O'Sullivan's "Ghostlight" is about a grieving father, a construction worker (an exceptional Keith Kupferer), who reluctantly joins a local production of "Romeo and Juliet." "Sing Sing" dramatizes a real rehabilitation prison program. Its screening at Sing Sing Correctional, where many of its performers were once incarcerated, was easily the most moving moviegoing experience of the year for me. "Ghostlight" is available for digital rental. "Sing Sing" returns to theaters Jan. 17.

    


9. "His Three Daughters"
In Azazel Jacobs' funny, tender and raw family drama, a flawless cast of Carrie Coon, Elizabeth Olsen and Natasha Lyonne play three sisters caring for their dying father. In close quarters and with death looming, it all comes out. Streaming on Netflix.
10. "Made in England: The Films of Powell and Pressburger"
In between large, lengthy epics, Martin Scorsese has made some his most interesting and personal films. In this, Scorsese narrates for director David Hinton his lifetime journey with the films of Powell and Pressburger, the great filmmakers of "The Red Shoes," "I Know Where I'm Going!" and "Black Narcissus." As an expression of movie love -- of the power of film to transfix you, to change your life, to live alongside you as you grow older -- "Made in England" could hardly be more effusive. Such insightful, passionate testimonies are an increasingly necessary lifeblood in a film culture where algorithms are typically blind to the treasures of cinema's past. Streaming on WatchTCM and available for digital rental.
Also: "Grand Tour," "Ernest Cole: Lost and Found,""No Other Land,""Rebel Ridge,""The Brutalist,""Between the Temples,""Evil Does Not Exist," "Universal Language," "Daughters"

Lindsey Bahr's top movies of 2024


1. "Blitz" 
Steve McQueen tells a different kind of World War II story in "Blitz," a powerful and clear-eyed odyssey through London during the German bombing raid. Structured around a 9-year-old boy (Elliott Heffernan) trying to make his way back to his mother (Saoirse Ronan), it is a sneakily revolutionary glimpse into and poignant elegy for worlds unexplored and stories untold. Streaming on Apple TV+.
2. "All We Imagine as Light" 
Poetic and transportive, Kapadia's Mumbai-set film explores the vibrations of a thrilling but brutally impersonal metropolis, the lives of three women in different stages and predicaments (forbidden love, loneliness, eviction) and delicacy of female friendships.
3. "Thelma"
Josh Margolin's debut feature about a 90-something (played by the incomparable June Squibb ) on a mission to get $10,000 back from a scammer is so modest in scope and effortlessly enjoyable that it's easy to undervalue. This independent film feels as sharp and put-together as a yesteryear studio comedy. It's pure joy and one of those movies you could recommend to anyone. Streaming on Hulu. 
4. "Anora" 
It takes a special kind of movie to transcend the echo chamber of arthouse cinephelia and become a cultural moment, but Baker's "Anora" did it. A classic in waiting, Baker and his star Mikey Madison, who lifts the streetwise stripper trope, take audiences on an unforgettable ride in this fairy tale that falls apart in spectacular fashion.
5. "Nickel Boys"
Ross transforms Whitehead's Pulitzer-winning novel about the abuses and generational trauma of a reform school in the Jim Crow South for the screen by employing first-person point-of-view. It's a bold choice that pays off, transporting you into the heartbreaking reality of Elwood and Turner, two characters you won't soon forget.
6. "Dune: Part Two"
Decades of dreaming about a film does not always seem to benefit said film, but Denis Villeneuve was able to translate his passion for Frank Herbert's opus into pure cinematic spectacle, and doom, about the rise of a leader. It's a grand and thrilling adventure that could make sci-fi nerds out of us all. Streaming on MAX.
7. "A Real Pain" 
Jesse Eisenberg grapples with modern and historical trauma in the disarmingly entertaining road trip film "A Real Pain," which he wrote, directed and stars in alongside Kieran Culkin as cousins on a Holocaust tour in Poland. In theaters.
8. "The Outrun"
Saoirse Ronan delivered one of the year's absolute best performances as an alcoholic who goes further and further into seclusion in the Orkney Islands in an attempt to start life anew. Films about addiction are hardly novel, and yet Nora Fingscheidt captures the wild highs, lows and in-betweens of the human condition with unapologetic honesty. Available for digital rental. 
9. "Evil Does Not Exist"
Ryusuke Hamaguchi's follow-up to "Drive My Car" takes us to a small mountain village in Japan, where residents are hesitant to welcome a big city company with plans to set up a glamping site. It's a slow-burn kind of experience, with community debates about mountain streams and septic tanks that might not sound terribly exciting and yet it's one of the year's most haunting and effective. Streaming on Criterion Channel, available for digital rental. 
10. "Good One"
It was a great year for first-time directors, including India Donaldson whose quietly brilliant character study of a teenage girl on a camping trip with her dad and his friend resonates even a year later. Streaming on Apple TV+

Also: "The Taste of Things"; "Green Border"; "Challengers"; "Beetlejuice Beetlejuice "; "La Cocina"; "Will & Harper"; "Conclave"; "Maria"; "Young Woman and the Sea"; "Tuesday"; "Lee".
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                    FILE - Visitors walk the grounds of the festival opera house "Festspielhaus" in Bayreuth, southern Germany, on July 17, 2010. (Eckehard Schulz/DAPD via AP)
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                                        The Bayreuth Festival dropped four productions from its 150th anniversary season in 2026 because of budget cuts, the festival said Thursday.
The German festival devoted to composer Richard Wagner attributed the decision to its employees' public-service sector labor contracts and an inability to increase revenue. The festival said it is 55% self-financed.
Bayreuth, built to the composer's specifications and run by his great-granddaughter Katharina Wagner, had planned to present all 10 of his mature works plus the festival debut of "Rienzi," Wagner's rarely performed third opera.
Citing labor costs, the festival said it will limit its 2026 schedule to "Rienzi" along with the four-opera "Der Ring des Nibelungen (The Ring of the Nibelung)," which inaugurated the festival in 1876; Wagner's final opera, "Parsifal," which premiered at the house in 1882; and "Der Fliegende Hollander (The Flying Dutchman)," Wagner's fourth opera and what is considered the first of his mature works.

    


Bayreuth dropped planned 2026 revivals of "Tannhauser," "Lohengrin," "Tristan und Isolde" and "Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg."




The 2026 Ring Cycle will be a special production and not the Valentin Schwarz staging that debuted in 2022 and is to be staged for the final time in 2025. Bayreuth said it will announce the "Rienzi" director next summer and that 2026 will be the only time it presents "Rienzi."

The 2026 season will open as planned with Beethoven's Ninth Symphony, which was conducted by Wagner following the foundation stone ceremony in 1872 and was later played at the 1951 postwar reopening of Bayreuth.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/bayreuth-150th-anniversary-budget-cuts-e782e4872c16a0ecebd5947e6cc85769



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    The end of an Eras tour approaches, marking a bittersweet moment for Taylor Swift fans | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The end of an Eras tour approaches, marking a bittersweet moment for Taylor Swift fans

    The end of an Eras tour approaches, marking a bittersweet moment for Taylor Swift fans

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 12 | 
            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at the Monumental stadium during her Eras Tour concert in Buenos Aires, Argentina on Nov. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour in London on June 21, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE.- A sign replicating the popular Taylor Swift bracelet is displayed in front of Rogers Centre promoting Swift's The Eras Tour in Toronto, on Nov. 13, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift fans display bracelets outside Toronto's Rogers Centre before going to see Taylor Swift perform on Nov. 14, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            FILE - Fans of Taylor Swift, known as Swifties, pose for a photo as they gather outside Toronto's Rogers Centre to see Swift perform on Nov. 14, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs during the opening show of the Toronto dates of The Eras Tour on Nov. 14, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            FILE - Karen Boncan, left, and Petrushka Seville arrive at the world premiere of the concert film "Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour" on Oct. 11, 2023, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift fans pose in front of a mural before attending Swift's concert on June 21, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Fans of singer Taylor Swift, called Swifties, pose in front of a mural of Swift at Wembley Stadium in London on Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)
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            FILE - Fans of singer Taylor Swift arrive for her concert at Wembley Stadium in London on Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)
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            FILE - A police officer is decorated with Taylor Swift bracelets while guarding the city center in Vienna on Aug.8, 2024. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs during "The Eras Tour," Monday, Aug. 7, 2023, at SoFi Stadium in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at the Monumental stadium during her Eras Tour concert in Buenos Aires, Argentina on Nov. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour in London on June 21, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE.- A sign replicating the popular Taylor Swift bracelet is displayed in front of Rogers Centre promoting Swift's The Eras Tour in Toronto, on Nov. 13, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift fans display bracelets outside Toronto's Rogers Centre before going to see Taylor Swift perform on Nov. 14, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            FILE - Fans of Taylor Swift, known as Swifties, pose for a photo as they gather outside Toronto's Rogers Centre to see Swift perform on Nov. 14, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs during the opening show of the Toronto dates of The Eras Tour on Nov. 14, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            FILE - Karen Boncan, left, and Petrushka Seville arrive at the world premiere of the concert film "Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour" on Oct. 11, 2023, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift fans pose in front of a mural before attending Swift's concert on June 21, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Fans of singer Taylor Swift, called Swifties, pose in front of a mural of Swift at Wembley Stadium in London on Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 12

                                    
                                    FILE - Fans of singer Taylor Swift, called Swifties, pose in front of a mural of Swift at Wembley Stadium in London on Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 12 | 
            FILE - Fans of singer Taylor Swift arrive for her concert at Wembley Stadium in London on Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)
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            FILE - A police officer is decorated with Taylor Swift bracelets while guarding the city center in Vienna on Aug.8, 2024. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs during "The Eras Tour," Monday, Aug. 7, 2023, at SoFi Stadium in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- After more than 150 shows across five continents over nearly two years, the global phenomenon that is Taylor Swift's Eras Tour is coming to an end.
There is no simple way to encapsulate the effects of Swift's decision to put on a 3 1/2-hour concert, showcasing 44 songs representing 10 different "eras" of her career -- a feat she kicked off in March 2023 and will end Sunday in Vancouver, Canada. The tour shattered sales and attendance records and created such an economic boom that even the Federal Reserve took note.
But for many who attended the concerts, and the millions more who eagerly watched fan-broadcasted livestreams on their screens, the tour also became a beacon of joy -- a chance not only to appreciate Swift's expansive music career, but also celebrate the yearslong journey fans have taken with her. 

    


Savoring the time remaining
"Right now we have this special designated time to be together, talk about the show and hang out," said Tess Bohne, a stay-at-home mom of three turned content creator dedicated to livestreaming Swift's concerts -- by attending herself or coordinating with others to highlight their streams. "For some, it's their therapy."
Bohne, who has earned the title among the Swiftie community as the "livestream queen," says she often interacts with fans hosting parties to watch an Eras concert live at home with their closest friends. People have also made lasting friendships as they geek out together watching the show from afar.




Swift has long been known for leaving Easter eggs for her fans to pinpoint and decipher, a quirk that quickly took on a life of its own during the tour as eagle-eyed devotees began analyzing the possible meaning of her outfits, surprise songs and subtle lyric swaps. The buzz has been so large that multiple mobile apps were launched so fans could guess and track all the various changes. There's even a game that gives out prizes for correctly predicting various particulars of a show, including what color guitar Swift uses while playing "Lover."

    
    This story is featured in our One Notable Number series, which spotlights the key numbers leading our coverage.
Take a look at more Notable Numbers here.
You can also read more ONEs:

	One Extraordinary Photo
	One Must Read
	One Tech Tip



    


"Imagine your favorite sports team," Bohne said. "They're still a team, but they're not going to play any games for the foreseeable future. That's going to leave a hole for some folks."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Swift herself appeared to struggle that the end was near while performing at her 100th Eras show in June at Liverpool.

    


"This is the very first time I've ever acknowledged to myself and admitted that this tour is gonna end in December," she said, stressing that "this tour has really become my entire life." Late last month, in Toronto, she briefly broke down at the thought of the tour's impending end.

    


A record-breaking tour in retrospective
Swift kicked off the Eras tour in Glendale, Arizona, the first of many sold-out stadiums as the tour progressed first in the U.S. and later into South America, Asia, the United Kingdom and Canada.
By the end of 2023, it had become the first tour to ever gross over $1 billion and saw hundreds of millions of dollars spent on merchandise. She is likely to bring in over $2 billion by the time the tour wraps on Dec. 8, according to concert trade publication Pollstar. 
Throughout the tour, Swift was named Time Magazine's Person of the Year. Apple Music named her its artist of the year and Spotify revealed she was 2023's most streamed artist globally. She dropped a box office-topping concert film and helped send NFL viewership skyrocketing when she began dating Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce. Toward the end of the tour, she released a coffee table book.
And if that wasn't enough, she released re-recordings of her Nashville-era 2010 record, "Speak Now " and 2014's record "1989," as well as released her 11th studio album, "The Tortured Poets Department."
"I think it's perfect in these times to have somebody like Taylor to kind of give us distraction, give us inspiration, give us hope," said Ralph Jaccodine, an assistant professor at Berklee College of Music and a former concert promoter who has worked with Bruce Springsteen and others. "And this is a woman that owning it, she's come a long way. And now she can talk about artist rights and women's rights and equality. And really, just her work ethic is relentless."

    


Even the word "era" has become ubiquitous, with fans and casual observers using the term to explain both frivolous and transformative phases -- are you in your "villain era" or a "healing era"?
"I think this tour really solidified her position as a legend," said Kayla Wong, an influencer who runs the popular Swift-focused Instagram account @headfirstfearless. "Whether or not you like her music, whether or not you think she's talented, the numbers really speak for themselves. The tour broke so many records and was such a global phenomenon for so long that I think she's achieved a level where it's undeniable as to how everlasting her impact is."
Yet the tour did experience its own dark moments. In Brazil last year, one concertgoer -- 23-year-old Ana Clara Benevides -- passed out and later died of heat exhaustion. In July, British police charged a 17-year-old with murder over a stabbing attack during a Taylor Swift-themed summer holiday dance and yoga class that left three little girls dead. News outlets reported that Swift met with some of the survivors backstage in London.

    


And in August, all three of Swift's concerts in Vienna were called off after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the city. Tens of thousands of Swifties from around the world had traveled to Vienna for the shows.
"Having our Vienna shows cancelled was devastating," Swift later wrote in a statement. "The reason for the cancellations filled me with a new sense of fear, and a tremendous amount of guilt because so many people had planned on coming to those shows."
Swifties stronger than ever
Through the hardships and celebrations, Swift's connections to her fans has only ballooned and deepened throughout the tour. After the Vienna cancellations, many fans flocked to the streets to sing Swift's songs and placed friendship bracelets -- which also became an iconic feature of the shows -- on a nearby tree. 
Over the past two years, the fandom has welcomed new audiences -- both old and new. 

"I feel like years ago, we were kind of all the same age and fans for the same reason," Wong said of Swifties. "Now the fandom has people from all kinds of backgrounds, all ages, all different reasons for following her in the first place." 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/taylor-swift-eras-tour-end-06a41d7c717486f2c0e99a7304789912
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            Stefan Varga paints in his room in the village of Kovacica, Serbia, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            Stefan Varga paints in his room in the village of Kovacica, Serbia, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            Workers put up air conditioner in the Gallery of naive art in the village of Kovacica, Serbia, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            Ana Zolnaj Barca, head of the Gallery of naive art speaks about various paintings in the village of Kovacica, Serbia, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            Various paintings in the Gallery of naive art in the village of Kovacica, Serbia, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            Pavel Babka, gallerist and naive art expert shows the photo of older generations of naive painters in the village of Kovacica, Serbia, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            Klara Babka hangs a painting in the Gallery of naive art in the village of Kovacica, Serbia, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            Klara Babka hangs a painting in the Gallery of naive art in the village of Kovacica, Serbia, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            Pavel Babka, gallerist and naive art expert shows painting of a horse-drawn cart and a yellow house dating back to Austro-Hungarian times in the village of Kovacica, Serbia, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            Pavel Babka, gallerist and naive art expert shows painting of a girl in traditional Slovak multi-layered skirt in the village of Kovacica, Serbia, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            Ana Zolnaj Barca, head of the Gallery of naive art speaks about various paintings in the village of Kovacica, Serbia, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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                                        KOVACICA, Serbia (AP) -- Nearly a century ago, two farmers in an ethnic Slovak village in northern Serbia started painting to pass the time during the long winter months. This week, their art is being inscribed on UNESCO's intangible cultural heritage list. 
The farmers' paintings and those of others from the village of Kovacica are what is known as naive art -- a form that depicts everyday scenes, landscapes, village life and farm surroundings with a childlike simplicity.
With their bright colors and folk motives, the self-taught naive painters of Kovacica, about 50 kilometers (30 miles) northeast of Belgrade, Serbia's capital, have developed a unique tradition among the country's ethnic Slovak minority. 
"Naive art in Kovacica began in 1939 when Martin Paluska and Jan Sokol started painting," explained Ana Zolnaj Barca, the head of the Gallery of Naive Art in the village. "They were farmers with only four grades of elementary school."

    


Paluska and Sokol initially painted scenes they saw on postcards, such as Venetian gondolas or wild animals, explained Zolnaj Barca. But their art really bloomed over time, when they turned to their own surroundings rather than far-away lands, she said.




The village's naive art gallery, established in 1955, now holds the works of nearly 50 recognized artists and hosts some 20,000 visitors each year. 
Among its most famous artists is Zuzana Chalupova, who often painted children and whose work was featured on millions of UNICEF postcards. Another Kovacica artist, Martin Jonas, depicted farmers with oversized hands and feet but small heads -- meant to symbolize their hard-working life. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
And though the Kovacica style of naive paintings originated in the village, it has since spread far beyond the area. 
"An identifying factor, the practice is a means of transmitting the cultural heritage and history of the Slovak community in Serbia," UNESCO said in its citation.

    


Serbia's government said Tuesday that the UNESCO decision to inscribe Kovacica's naive paintings confirms the Balkan nation's "promotion of cultural diversity."
For gallerist and expert Pavel Babka, naive art represents a treasure chest of traditional ways and customs -- he points to a painting in his gallery showing a girl in traditional Slovak multi-layered skirt being sent off to church alone for the first time.
Another painting in Babka's gallery features a horse-drawn cart and a yellow house dating back to Austro-Hungarian times, testifying of the long presence of the ethnic Slovak community in what is today Serbia.
Contemporary naive artists, Babka said, often also seek inspiration in the tales of the past and "would rather paint a horse than a tractor."
Artist Stefan Varga, 65, agrees. He said he paints images based on the "stories my grandmother told me from when she was a little girl." 
Those times weren't easy but they were "simple and beautiful," he said.
Varga's paintings feature cheerful, red-cheeked villagers in traditional clothes, bright colors, farm animals and huge pumpkins. The main characteristics of naive painting are "joy and purity, the purity of heart and colors," he said.

"Naive painters usually use simple colors," said Varga. They "use the simplest way to say what they want to say so everybody can understand them, whether they are Chinese, Japanese, English or Serb."
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            Two women view aquatints by artist Karl Bodmer on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, at the North Dakota Heritage Center and State Museum in Bismarck, N.D. Bodmer created numerous artworks of Native Americans and their culture along the Upper Missouri River during an 1830s expedition. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)
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            Dale Lennon, executive director of the State Historical Society of North Dakota Foundation, speaks during a presentation of four Karl Bodmer aquatints on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, at the North Dakota Heritage Center and State Museum in Bismarck, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)
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            State Historical Society of North Dakota Director Bill Peterson views two Karl Bodmer aquatints on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, at the North Dakota Heritage Center and State Museum in Bismarck, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)
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            State Historical Society of North Dakota Director Bill Peterson views two aquatints by artist Karl Bodmer, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, at the North Dakota Heritage Center and State Museum in Bismarck, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Historic images of Native Americans by a Swiss artist find their way back to North Dakota

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Two women view aquatints by artist Karl Bodmer on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, at the North Dakota Heritage Center and State Museum in Bismarck, N.D. Bodmer created numerous artworks of Native Americans and their culture along the Upper Missouri River during an 1830s expedition. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    Two women view aquatints by artist Karl Bodmer on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, at the North Dakota Heritage Center and State Museum in Bismarck, N.D. Bodmer created numerous artworks of Native Americans and their culture along the Upper Missouri River during an 1830s expedition. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Dale Lennon, executive director of the State Historical Society of North Dakota Foundation, speaks during a presentation of four Karl Bodmer aquatints on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, at the North Dakota Heritage Center and State Museum in Bismarck, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    Dale Lennon, executive director of the State Historical Society of North Dakota Foundation, speaks during a presentation of four Karl Bodmer aquatints on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, at the North Dakota Heritage Center and State Museum in Bismarck, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            State Historical Society of North Dakota Director Bill Peterson views two Karl Bodmer aquatints on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, at the North Dakota Heritage Center and State Museum in Bismarck, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    State Historical Society of North Dakota Director Bill Peterson views two Karl Bodmer aquatints on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, at the North Dakota Heritage Center and State Museum in Bismarck, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            State Historical Society of North Dakota Director Bill Peterson views two aquatints by artist Karl Bodmer, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, at the North Dakota Heritage Center and State Museum in Bismarck, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    State Historical Society of North Dakota Director Bill Peterson views two aquatints by artist Karl Bodmer, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, at the North Dakota Heritage Center and State Museum in Bismarck, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JACK DURA

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) -- More than two dozen historic prints that depict a slice of Native American life and culture on the Upper Missouri River nearly 200 years ago will soon be more accessible to the public thanks to a gift that enabled a North Dakota organization to buy the rare aquatints.
The State Historical Society of North Dakota on Wednesday presented four of the 26 aquatints reproduced from 1839 to 1843 from works done by Swiss-born artist Karl Bodmer. He made the artwork during his journey from 1832 to 1834 with Prince Maximilian of Wied-Neuwied across the U.S., as far west as present-day Montana.
The Historical Society is reviewing the prints, which for some time had been stored at a San Francisco arthouse, and will develop a plan to exhibit the images, State Historical Society spokeswoman Kara Haff, said.
The aquatints are notable in part because they are more vibrant than most historic black and white imagery, State Historical Society Director Bill Peterson said.

    


"It's not incredibly often that we get a chance to look at the richness of the color and the vibrancy and what the paintings represent and what the art represents," Peterson said.




The aquatints are presumed to be from an original collection by Bodmer. Aquatints were common in his era and often were used to illustrate books, said David Borlaug, an owner of Masters Gallery in Bismarck, which facilitated the acquisition.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"An original painting would then be converted to metal, copper or steel, by an engraver, which is an art form all of its own, in reverse, and then they would pull a print, if you will, off that plate, usually with just one or two colors. Then the next set of artisans would come in, watercolor artists who would hand-tint, add all the colors to each image, one by one by one," Borlaug said.
The images depict a variety of scenes and people, Haff said, including Fort Union, a Mandan village, an Arikara warrior, Mandan chief Mato Tope or Four Bears, the funeral scaffold of a Sioux chief, Mandan dog sledges, bison hunting, a scalp dance and travelers along the Missouri River.

    


The artworks are printed in textbooks and accessible in other formats and reproduced in other ways, Haff said. But it is rare to have ownership of prints made during the initial publishing, she said. Bodmer's images were created for a book by Maximilian, "Travels in the Interior of North America," she said.
Bodmer used ink and pencil for sketching but also used watercolors, Borlaug said.
His images are beautiful pieces and an important component of the history of the American West, said Dakota Goodhouse, a Native American historian and enrolled member of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe. But some of Bodmer's artworks are posed and set up, which can misinform the viewer of the daily life of Native American peoples, he said.
"When Four Bears got all dressed up for Bodmer's portrait, it's not like he went about his everyday life completely dressed up," Goodhouse said.
Given the Native American subjects, Goodhouse said he thinks a percentage of sales of Bodmer's prints today could go toward supporting contemporary Native American efforts to improve education, health and housing.

    


Several years after Bodmer's journey, a smallpox epidemic in 1837 nearly destroyed the tribes he portrayed along the Upper Missouri. Amy Mossett, a member of the State Historical Board and education administrator for the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation's Tribal Education, said entire families died and people had no time to save or pass along material possessions.
"So much was lost, and so when I look at these images, it just kind of preserves ... the images of our culture when it was still very active and still very much alive," said Mossett, a Mandan/Hidatsa member of the MHA Nation.
To have the aquatints back in the area where they originated may be serendipitous but also destiny, she said.
"Just thinking about the whole circular approach to life, I think there's just a reason why they came back here and this is really where they belong," Mossett said.


    


The State Historical Society is still tracing where the artworks' provenance. North Dakota history lover Sam McQuade Jr. donated $150,000 to the State Historical Society of North Dakota Foundation, which worked with Masters Gallery and purchased the artworks and donated them to the State Historical Society for its permanent collection.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Two Romanian men have been arrested in their home country and charged in connection with the stabbing of an Iranian journalist outside his London home this spring, prosecutors said Thursday.
Nandito Badea, 19, and George Stana, 23, face extradition to the U.K. following their arrests Wednesday on a charge of wounding with intent to cause grievous bodily harm.
Pouria Zeraati, a presenter at London-based Iran International, was stabbed in the leg on March 29 outside his home in the Wimbledon section of the city. He recovered from the attack and returned to work, saying "the show must go on."
Police said two men attacked Zeraati and fled with a getaway driver. Metropolitan Police said the suspects then flew out of the country from Heathrow Airport.
The attack was investigated by counterterrorism police because of Zeraati's occupation and recent threats to U.K.-based Iranian journalists. Iran International, a satellite news channel that broadcasts in Farsi, has previously received threats due to coverage that has long been critical of Iran's theocratic government.

    


Iran's senior diplomat to the U.K. denied Iran's connection to the attack.




Met Police recently said they had thwarted 20 Iranian plots, including plans to kill or kidnap people in the U.K. seen as enemies of the Iranian government. 

Last year, Iran International temporarily shut down its operations in London and moved to studios in Washington, D.C., after what it described as an escalation of "state-backed threats from Iran." The station resumed operations at a new location in London last September.
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "The House of Cross" by James Patterson (Little, Brown)
2. "James" by Percival Everett (Doubleday)
3. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
4. "Now or Never" by Janet Evanovich (Atria)
5. "The Book of Bill" by Alex Hirsch (Hyperion Avenue) 
6. "Counting Miracles" by Nicholas Sparks (Random House)
7. "Christmas in Bethel" by Richard Paul Evans (Gallery)
8. "The Mirror" by Nora Roberts (St. Martin's)
9. "To Die For" by David Baldacci (Grand Central) 
10. "Her Soul to Take (deluxe ed.)" by Harley Laroux (Kensington)
11. "Wicked (collector's ed.)" by Gregory Maguire (Morrow)
12. "You Like It Darker" by Stephen King (Scribner)
13. "The Perfect Marriage (collector's ed.)" by Jeneva Rose (Blackstone)
14. "Intermezzo" by Sally Rooney (FSG)
15. "In Too Deep" by Child/Child (Delacorte) 

    


____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "Cher" by Cher (Dey Street)
2. "Under His Wings" by Emily Compagno (Harper Influence)
3. "We Who Wrestle with God" by Jordan B. Peterson (Portfolio)
4. "Good Lookin' Cookin'" by Parton/George (Ten Speed)
5. "Framed" by Grisham/McCloskey (Doubleday)
6. "The Serviceberry" by Robin Wall Kimmerer (Scribner)


7. "Melania" by Melania Trump (Skyhorse)
8. "Guinness World Records 2025 - (Guinness World Records)
9. "Half Baked Harvest Quick & Cozy" by Tieghan Gerard (Clarkson Potter)
10. "Taylor Swift: The Stories Behind the Songs" by Annie Zaleski (Thunder Bay)
11. "The Backyard Bird Chronicles" by Amy Tan (Knopf)

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
12. "Confronting the Presidents" by O'Reilly/Dugard (St. Martin's)
13. "Be Ready When the Luck Happens" by Ina Garten (Crown)
14. "Good Energy" by Casey Means (Avery)
15. "Revenge of the Tipping Point" by Malcolm Gladwell (Little, Brown)

    


____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "Wicked (media tie-in)" by Gregory Maguire (Morrow)
2. "Fourth Wing" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
3. "The Boyfriend" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen) 
4. "The Christmas Tree Farm" by Laurie Gilmore (One More Chapter) 
5. "Lights Out" by Navessa Allen (Slowburn)
6. "The Housemaid Is Watching" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
7. "The Perfect Son" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
8. "Haunting Adeline" by H.D. Carlton (Zando)
9. "Blood of Hercules" by Jasmine Mas (Canary Street)
10. "Holly" by Stephen King (Scribner)
11. "The Cinnamon Bun Book Store" by Laurie Gilmore (One More Chapter)
12. "The Frozen River" by Ariel Lawhon (Vintage)
13. "Daydream" by Hannah Grace (Atria)
14. "The Striker (deluxe ed.)" by Ana Huang (Bloom)
15. "How My Neighbor Stole Christmas" by Meghan Quinn (Bloom)
_____
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            Christina Sotirakoglou a handwriting expert, prints Byzantine paintings based on photographs, at her office, in Thessaloniki, northern Greece, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Giannis Papanikos)
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            Christina Sotirakoglou a handwriting expert, prints Byzantine paintings based on photographs, at her office, in Thessaloniki, northern Greece, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Giannis Papanikos)
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                                        THESSALONIKI, Greece (AP) -- Crime-solving techniques applied to a medieval illuminated manuscript in Paris may have solved a centuries-old puzzle -- the true identity of a leading Byzantine painter who injected humanity into the rigid sanctity of Orthodox religious art.
A contemporary of Giotto, considered the father of Western painting, the artist conventionally known as Manuel Panselinos was equally influential in a totally different tradition that's largely overlooked in the West.
But nothing is known of his life, and scholars now believe Panselinos was just a nickname that eventually supplanted the real name of the man for whom it was coined -- likely Ioannis Astrapas, from the northern Greek city of Thessaloniki.
The art of Byzantium, that decorates churches across Greece, Serbia and other Orthodox countries, stands out for the stark formalism of its elongated, glowering saints, quasi-cubist mountains and doe-eyed Madonnas.

    


Work attributed to Panselinos, from the late 13th and early 14th centuries, is considered the finest produced in an empire that straddled Europe and Asia and endured from the fall of Rome until the capture of the imperial capital Constantinople by the Ottoman Turks in 1453.


Art historians had long suspected that the name -- Greek for "full moon" -- could have originated as a nickname for some member of the so-called Macedonian School of painting, based in Thessaloniki.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Recent research by a Greek monk and linguistics scholar linked "Panselinos" with Macedonian School painter Astrapas. Now court handwriting expert Christina Sotirakoglou has matched lettering on a manuscript tentatively attributed to Astrapas with characters on a church painting in northern Greece, long seen as Panselinos' best work.
Father Cosmas Simonopetritis, a former senior administrator in Mount Athos, the semiautonomous monastic community where the Protato church stands, says Sotirakoglou's and his own research "clearly prove" Panselinos' real identity.

    


"Panselinos was a real person, and (the name) was just the nickname by which Ioannis Astrapas became known," he told The Associated Press.
Constantinos Vafiadis, a professor of Byzantine art in Athens who was not involved in the studies, said he found merit in the nickname theory and Astrapas link, even though it appeared more than one painter had undertaken the Protato project.
"I agree with attributing part of the paintings to Ioannis Astrapas," he said. "But again there remains much ground for future research into that person, because other Mount Athos monuments from the same period have not yet been sufficiently published."
"Panselinos" -- a role model for generations of painters -- and his contemporaries are associated with a renaissance of kinds in Orthodox art that revived forms and techniques inherited from antiquity. Facial expressions acquired a deeper humanity, and greater attention was paid to proportion and depth of field in composition.
Father Cosmas said Astrapas was an "extremely gifted painter ... with vast knowledge who harmonically combined the ancient, classical world with Orthodox Byzantine spirituality."

    


"And that ... makes his work unique worldwide," he added.
Artists' signatures were not common at the time, although some survive from members of the Astrapas family. There are none by "Panselinos."
The trail started with earlier research linking Astrapas with the artist and scholar who wrote and illustrated Marcian Codex GR 516, an early 14th century Greek handwritten text treating subjects from astronomy to music theory. Among the painted illustrations was a full moon.
"For me ... that was the main proof," Father Cosmas said.
With a name found for the hand that produced the manuscript, the next step was to check its style against writing on the Protato painting, traditionally linked with "Panselinos."
"Mrs Sotirakoglou, who is a handwriting expert, filled in that blank," Father Cosmas said.
There was one problem: Women have for more than 1,000 years been banned from entering Mount Athos. 

    


"I was forced to study the Protato paintings based on photographs," Sotirakoglou, who works as a court consultant on identifying or authenticating handwriting in criminal cases, told the AP. 
"(The work) was very difficult, because the writing on the wall paintings is in capital letters, and the painters subdued their personal handwriting to conform" with the traditional format, she said -- rather like anonymous letter-writers' attempts to disguise their true style. "The Marcian codex is written in very small lower-case letters." 
The first clue came from the Greek letter Phi, the English F.
"It's a Phi that stands out, and is similar" in both the manuscript and the Protato painting, she said. "Matches also followed with other letters, T, with its proportions, which is bigger, covering the other letters and is topped with a curve, the proportions of the K."

    


"But when the Phi was revealed, the code of the writing was broken and the job became much easier," she added.
Father Cosmas said that during his administrative duties on Mount Athos he attended services at the Protato church on a daily basis.

"That's where my desire was born ... to explore the mystery around the name and the identity of Panselinos," he said, adding that he thinks the artist "has now acquired his true identity."
___
Paphitis reported from Athens, Greece.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/greece-mount-athos-painting-icons-panselinos-handwriting-41d3f79f7661f7ce684a3dee9deab0c9
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            Sake is perhaps more Japanese than the world-famous sushi. It's brewed in centuries-old mountaintop warehouses, savored in the country's pub-like izakayas, poured during weddings and served slightly chilled for special toasts. (AP Video: Ayaka McGill)
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            The United Nations heritage agency enshrined Japanese sake as part of the "intangible cultural heritage of humanity," alongside Brazilian white cheese, Caribbean cassava bread, and Palestinian olive oil soap, among other cultural products worldwide. (AP/Emilio Sanabria)
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            Japan's Takehiro Kano, ambassador to UNESCO, reacts after the traditional Japanese brewing of sake was named Intangible Cultural Heritage during an UNESCO World Heritage Convention in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Marta Escurra)
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            Japanese sake, that is listed as a nominee for Intangible Cultural Heritage, are displayed on Japan's delegation table, during an UNESCO World Heritage Convention, in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Marta Escurra)
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            Sake brewer Mie Takahashi, back right, and her crew Daichi Ushiyama, right, and Tatsuya Ogawa prepare steamed rice with koji mold for sake making in a temperature-controlled room at the Koten sake brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 24 | 
            Seasonal employee Shigeru Kikuchi stirs "moromi," or fermentation mash, following the mixture of sake ingredients including steamed rice with koji mold and yeast, in a sake making process at the Koten sake brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            8 of 24 | 
            Seasonal employee Daichi Ushiyama, right, and part-time worker Tatsuya Ogawa take out sheets of "sake kasu," or lees, from a filtration unit in a sake making process at the Koten sake brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, as sake lees are used for cooking. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            9 of 24 | 
            Seasonal employee Shigeru Kikuchi sifts koji mold over steamed rice in a Japanese sake making process at her Koten sake brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            10 of 24 | 
            Seasonal employee Daichi Ushiyama adds rice with koji mold to other sake ingredients in a sake making process at the Koten sake brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            11 of 24 | 
            A customer sips sake at a restaurant in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            12 of 24 | 
            Chef Shigeki Yagi pours warmed sake into a glass for a customer at his restaurant in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            13 of 24 | 
            Bottles of Japanese sake brands made at the Koten brewery are displayed at the storefront in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            14 of 24 | 
            Tatsuya Ogawa, a part-time worker for the Koten sake brewery, prepares rice to send into a pot to steam in a sake making process at the brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            15 of 24 | 
            Sake brewer Mie Takahashi checks cultivation of yeast used for sake making at her Koten sake brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            16 of 24 | 
            Tatsuya Ogawa, a part-time worker for the Koten sake brewery, prepares to steam sake rice in a sake making process at the brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            17 of 24 | 
            Sushi chef Minoru Senda pours sake into a glass for a customer at his sushi restaurant in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            18 of 24 | 
            Chef Shigeki Yagi checks the temperature of sake as he was warming it for a customer at his restaurant in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            19 of 24 | 
            Part of Japan's delegation from left to right; Shuntaro Yoshino, Takehiro Kano, and Hidetaka Kinami, attend a UNESCO World Heritage Convention, where the traditional Japanese brewing of sake is listed as a nominee for Intangible Cultural Heritage, in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Marta Escurra)
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            20 of 24 | 
            Some Japanese sake brands are displayed in Tokyo, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, before a news conference on UNESCO's recognition of Japan's sake making as "intangible cultural heritage of humanity," announced in Paraguay. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            21 of 24 | 
            A person prepares for a display as he pours Japanese sake into a wooden cup traditionally used to drink sake, in Tokyo, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, before a news conference on UNESCO's recognition of Japan's sake making as "intangible cultural heritage of humanity," announced in Paraguay. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            22 of 24 | 
            Shinuemon Konishi, president of the Preservation Society of Japanese Koji-based Sake-making craftsmanship, responds to a reporter's question during a news conference in Tokyo, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, as a video feed, background, shows a group of Japanese people including Konishi early in the morning celebrate UNESCO's recognition of Japan's sake making as "intangible cultural heritage of humanity," announced in Paraguay. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            23 of 24 | 
            Hitoshi Utsunomiya, right, director of the Japan Sake and Shochu Makers Association, responds to a reporter's question as Shinuemon Konishi, president of the Preservation Society of Japanese Koji-based Sake-making craftsmanship, listens during a news conference on UNESCO's recognition of Japan's sake making as "intangible cultural heritage of humanity," announced in Paraguay, in Tokyo, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            24 of 24 | 
            A bottle of a Japanese sake brand and wooden cups traditionally used to drink sake are prepared for decorations in Tokyo, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, before a news conference on UNESCO's recognition of Japan's sake making as "intangible cultural heritage of humanity," announced in Paraguay. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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                                    The United Nations heritage agency enshrined Japanese sake as part of the "intangible cultural heritage of humanity," alongside Brazilian white cheese, Caribbean cassava bread, and Palestinian olive oil soap, among other cultural products worldwide. (AP/Emilio Sanabria)
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            Japan's Takehiro Kano, ambassador to UNESCO, reacts after the traditional Japanese brewing of sake was named Intangible Cultural Heritage during an UNESCO World Heritage Convention in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Marta Escurra)
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            Japanese sake, that is listed as a nominee for Intangible Cultural Heritage, are displayed on Japan's delegation table, during an UNESCO World Heritage Convention, in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Marta Escurra)
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                                    Japanese sake, that is listed as a nominee for Intangible Cultural Heritage, are displayed on Japan's delegation table, during an UNESCO World Heritage Convention, in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Marta Escurra)
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            Japan's Takehiro Kano, ambassador to UNESCO, reacts the traditional Japanese brewing of sake was named Intangible Cultural Heritage during a UNESCO World Heritage Convention in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Marta Escurra)
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            Sake brewer Mie Takahashi, back right, and her crew Daichi Ushiyama, right, and Tatsuya Ogawa prepare steamed rice with koji mold for sake making in a temperature-controlled room at the Koten sake brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Seasonal employee Shigeru Kikuchi stirs "moromi," or fermentation mash, following the mixture of sake ingredients including steamed rice with koji mold and yeast, in a sake making process at the Koten sake brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            8 of 24 | 
            Seasonal employee Daichi Ushiyama, right, and part-time worker Tatsuya Ogawa take out sheets of "sake kasu," or lees, from a filtration unit in a sake making process at the Koten sake brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, as sake lees are used for cooking. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            Seasonal employee Shigeru Kikuchi sifts koji mold over steamed rice in a Japanese sake making process at her Koten sake brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            10 of 24 | 
            Seasonal employee Daichi Ushiyama adds rice with koji mold to other sake ingredients in a sake making process at the Koten sake brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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                                    Seasonal employee Daichi Ushiyama adds rice with koji mold to other sake ingredients in a sake making process at the Koten sake brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            11 of 24 | 
            A customer sips sake at a restaurant in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            12 of 24 | 
            Chef Shigeki Yagi pours warmed sake into a glass for a customer at his restaurant in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            13 of 24 | 
            Bottles of Japanese sake brands made at the Koten brewery are displayed at the storefront in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            14 of 24 | 
            Tatsuya Ogawa, a part-time worker for the Koten sake brewery, prepares rice to send into a pot to steam in a sake making process at the brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            15 of 24 | 
            Sake brewer Mie Takahashi checks cultivation of yeast used for sake making at her Koten sake brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            16 of 24 | 
            Tatsuya Ogawa, a part-time worker for the Koten sake brewery, prepares to steam sake rice in a sake making process at the brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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                                    Tatsuya Ogawa, a part-time worker for the Koten sake brewery, prepares to steam sake rice in a sake making process at the brewery in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            17 of 24 | 
            Sushi chef Minoru Senda pours sake into a glass for a customer at his sushi restaurant in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 24

                                    
                                    Sushi chef Minoru Senda pours sake into a glass for a customer at his sushi restaurant in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 24 | 
            Chef Shigeki Yagi checks the temperature of sake as he was warming it for a customer at his restaurant in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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                                    Chef Shigeki Yagi checks the temperature of sake as he was warming it for a customer at his restaurant in Okaya, Nagano prefecture, central Japan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            19 of 24 | 
            Part of Japan's delegation from left to right; Shuntaro Yoshino, Takehiro Kano, and Hidetaka Kinami, attend a UNESCO World Heritage Convention, where the traditional Japanese brewing of sake is listed as a nominee for Intangible Cultural Heritage, in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Marta Escurra)
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            20 of 24 | 
            Some Japanese sake brands are displayed in Tokyo, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, before a news conference on UNESCO's recognition of Japan's sake making as "intangible cultural heritage of humanity," announced in Paraguay. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            21 of 24 | 
            A person prepares for a display as he pours Japanese sake into a wooden cup traditionally used to drink sake, in Tokyo, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, before a news conference on UNESCO's recognition of Japan's sake making as "intangible cultural heritage of humanity," announced in Paraguay. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            22 of 24 | 
            Shinuemon Konishi, president of the Preservation Society of Japanese Koji-based Sake-making craftsmanship, responds to a reporter's question during a news conference in Tokyo, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, as a video feed, background, shows a group of Japanese people including Konishi early in the morning celebrate UNESCO's recognition of Japan's sake making as "intangible cultural heritage of humanity," announced in Paraguay. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            23 of 24 | 
            Hitoshi Utsunomiya, right, director of the Japan Sake and Shochu Makers Association, responds to a reporter's question as Shinuemon Konishi, president of the Preservation Society of Japanese Koji-based Sake-making craftsmanship, listens during a news conference on UNESCO's recognition of Japan's sake making as "intangible cultural heritage of humanity," announced in Paraguay, in Tokyo, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            24 of 24 | 
            A bottle of a Japanese sake brand and wooden cups traditionally used to drink sake are prepared for decorations in Tokyo, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, before a news conference on UNESCO's recognition of Japan's sake making as "intangible cultural heritage of humanity," announced in Paraguay. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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                                        LUQUE, Paraguay (AP) -- Sake is perhaps more Japanese than the world-famous sushi. It's brewed in centuries-old mountaintop warehouses, savored in the country's pub-like izakayas, poured during weddings and served slightly chilled for special toasts. 
The smooth rice wine that plays a crucial role in Japan's culinary traditions was enshrined on Wednesday by UNESCO on its list of the "intangible cultural heritage of humanity." 
At a meeting in Luque, Paraguay, members of UNESCO's committee for safeguarding humanity's cultural heritage voted to recognize 45 cultural practices and products around the world, including Brazilian white cheese, Caribbean cassava bread and Palestinian olive oil soap.
Unlike UNESCO's World Heritage List, which includes sites considered important to humanity like the Pyramids of Giza in Egypt, the Intangible Cultural Heritage designation names products and practices of different cultures that are deserving of recognition.

    


A Japanese delegation welcomed the announcement in Luque.
"Sake is considered a divine gift and is essential for social and cultural events in Japan," Takehiro Kano, the Japanese ambassador to UNESCO, told The Associated Press. 




The basic ingredients of sake are few: rice, water, yeast and koji, a rice mold, which breaks down the starches into fermentable sugars like malting does in beer production. The whole two-monthlong process of steaming, stirring, fermenting and pressing can be grueling.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The rice -- which wields tremendous marketing power as part of Japan's broader cultural identity -- is key to the alcoholic brew. 
For a product to be categorized Japanese sake, the rice must be Japanese. 
The UNESCO recognition, the delegation said, captured more than the craft knowledge of making high-quality sake. It also honored a tradition dating back some 1,000 years -- sake makes a cameo in Japan's famous 11th century novel, "The Tale of Genji," as the drink of choice in the refined Heian court.

    


Now, officials hope to restore sake's image as Japan's premier alcoholic drink even as the younger drinkers in the country switch to imported wine or domestic beer and whiskey.
"It means a lot to Japan and to the Japanese," Kano said of the UNESCO designation. "This will help to renew interest in traditional sake elaboration."
In Tokyo, Hitoshi Utsunomiya, the director of the Japan Sake and Shochu Makers Association, a trade group, agreed. "I hope that this will also be an opportunity for Japanese people to take another look at sake, shochu and awamori, which are the essence of their culture. I would like them to try it even once and see what it tastes like," he said.
Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba, in a statement, said he was "delighted" by the inscription of traditional sake-making, the traditional technic that Japan is proud of. Ishiba congratulated those who dedicated to preserving and promoting the tradition.

Also, Japanese breweries have expressed hope that the listing could give a little lift to the country's export economy as the popularity of sake booms around the world and in the United States amid heightened interest in Japanese cuisine. 

    


Sake exports, mostly to the U.S. and China, now rake in over $265 million a year, according to the association.
Japan's delegation appeared ready to celebrate on Wednesday -- in classic Japanese style. 
After the announcement, Kano raised a cypress box full of sake to toast the alcoholic brew and cultural rite. 
___
This story corrects the surname of the Japanese official to Kano instead of Takehiro.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/japan-sake-unesco-world-heritage-intangible-cultural-ffb84ba291342e62bf0e588729538351
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            A stainless steel sculpture titled "Juana," by artist Jaume Plensa, is displayed during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            2 of 14 | 
            The Great Elephant Migration art installation, which is traveling across the United States promoting human-wildlife coexistence, is displayed during Miami Art Week Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            Histograms, mirrored glass and aluminum titled "Interference #18," by artist Sarah Meyohas, are displayed during Miami Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            4 of 14 | 
            A wood carved sculpture portraying Justin Bieber's tattooed body parts titled "Incarnator," by artist Paul Pfeiffer, is displayed during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            A wood carved sculpture portraying Justin Bieber's tattooed body parts titled "Incarnator," by artist Paul Pfeiffer, is displayed during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            A stainless steel sculpture titled "Pumpkin," by artist Yayoi Kusama, is displayed during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            A "Baby of Hope" sits among charred wood in an art piece titled "Rebirth in the Inferno," by artist Alan Sonfist, who is part of the Land Art Forward group, during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            A painting titled "Portrait de Dora Maar," by artist Tom Sachs, is displayed during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 14 | 
            Artist Ben Miller creates a painting using a fly fishing rod, reflecting his studies of the nearby Little River, a natural resource threatened by environmental stress and development, during Miami Art Week Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            A painting titled "The Death of Hyacinth," by artist Kehinde Wiley, left, is displayed during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            An aluminum sculpture titled Goya by artist Alice Aycock is displayed during Miami Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            People sit at an art installation titled Spanish Moss Sanctuary by artist Paloma Teppa during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            People walk past an untitled artwork of ink on paper mounted on canvas by artist Antonis Donef, during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            The Great Elephant Migration art installation, which is traveling across the United States promoting human-wildlife coexistence, is displayed during Miami Art Week Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            A stainless steel sculpture titled "Juana," by artist Jaume Plensa, is displayed during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            The Great Elephant Migration art installation, which is traveling across the United States promoting human-wildlife coexistence, is displayed during Miami Art Week Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            Histograms, mirrored glass and aluminum titled "Interference #18," by artist Sarah Meyohas, are displayed during Miami Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            4 of 14 | 
            A wood carved sculpture portraying Justin Bieber's tattooed body parts titled "Incarnator," by artist Paul Pfeiffer, is displayed during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            A wood carved sculpture portraying Justin Bieber's tattooed body parts titled "Incarnator," by artist Paul Pfeiffer, is displayed during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            A stainless steel sculpture titled "Pumpkin," by artist Yayoi Kusama, is displayed during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            A "Baby of Hope" sits among charred wood in an art piece titled "Rebirth in the Inferno," by artist Alan Sonfist, who is part of the Land Art Forward group, during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            A painting titled "Portrait de Dora Maar," by artist Tom Sachs, is displayed during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            Artist Ben Miller creates a painting using a fly fishing rod, reflecting his studies of the nearby Little River, a natural resource threatened by environmental stress and development, during Miami Art Week Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            A painting titled "The Death of Hyacinth," by artist Kehinde Wiley, left, is displayed during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            An aluminum sculpture titled Goya by artist Alice Aycock is displayed during Miami Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            People sit at an art installation titled Spanish Moss Sanctuary by artist Paloma Teppa during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            People walk past an untitled artwork of ink on paper mounted on canvas by artist Antonis Donef, during Art Basel Miami Beach Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            The Great Elephant Migration art installation, which is traveling across the United States promoting human-wildlife coexistence, is displayed during Miami Art Week Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            1 of 28 | 
            The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree is lit during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            2 of 28 | 
            Coco Jones performs during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            3 of 28 | 
            Kelly Clarkson reacts to snow during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            4 of 28 | 
            People arrive for the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            5 of 28 | 
            People watch the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            The 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            7 of 28 | 
            Singers Kevin Richardson, from left, AJ McLean, Nick Carter, Howie Dorough and Brian Littrell of the Backstreet Boys participate in the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 28 | 
            Jimi Westbrook, from left, Kimberly Schlapman, Karen Fairchild and Philip Sweet of Little Big Town participate in the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 28 | 
            Singer-songwriter Coco Jones participates in the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            10 of 28 | 
            Singer-songwriter Thalia participates in the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            11 of 28 | 
            Singer-songwriter Kelly Clarkson participates in the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            12 of 28 | 
            Singer-songwriter Thalia participates in the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            13 of 28 | 
            The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree reflects in an ornament during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            14 of 28 | 
            Snow falls during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            15 of 28 | 
            Thalia performs during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            16 of 28 | 
            The Backstreet Boys perform during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            17 of 28 | 
            Thalia performs during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            18 of 28 | 
            Thalia performs during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            19 of 28 | 
            A pedestrian stops for a security check on 51st Street upon arriving at Rockefeller Center for the Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            20 of 28 | 
            A New York police officer walks along Sixth Avenue while directing traffic near Rockefeller Center before Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            People arrive for the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            New York police officers walk along 51st Street at a security check at Rockefeller Center before the start of the Rockefeller Center tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            A New York police officer keep watch at Rockefeller Center before the start of the Rockefeller Center tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            People arrive for the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Thalia performs during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Thalia performs during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Kelly Clarkson performs during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            New York police officers keep watch at Rockefeller Center before the start of the Rockefeller Center tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree is lit during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Coco Jones performs during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Kelly Clarkson reacts to snow during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 28 | 
            People arrive for the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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                                    People arrive for the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            People watch the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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                                    People watch the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            The 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 28

                                    
                                    The 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Singers Kevin Richardson, from left, AJ McLean, Nick Carter, Howie Dorough and Brian Littrell of the Backstreet Boys participate in the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Jimi Westbrook, from left, Kimberly Schlapman, Karen Fairchild and Philip Sweet of Little Big Town participate in the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 28

                                    
                                    Jimi Westbrook, from left, Kimberly Schlapman, Karen Fairchild and Philip Sweet of Little Big Town participate in the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 28 | 
            Singer-songwriter Coco Jones participates in the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Singer-songwriter Thalia participates in the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 28 | 
            Singer-songwriter Kelly Clarkson participates in the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Singer-songwriter Thalia participates in the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            13 of 28 | 
            The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree reflects in an ornament during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 28 | 
            Snow falls during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Thalia performs during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            The Backstreet Boys perform during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 28 | 
            Thalia performs during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Thalia performs during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            A pedestrian stops for a security check on 51st Street upon arriving at Rockefeller Center for the Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            20 of 28 | 
            A New York police officer walks along Sixth Avenue while directing traffic near Rockefeller Center before Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            People arrive for the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            New York police officers walk along 51st Street at a security check at Rockefeller Center before the start of the Rockefeller Center tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            A New York police officer keep watch at Rockefeller Center before the start of the Rockefeller Center tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            People arrive for the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Thalia performs during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Thalia performs during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Fifty-thousand multi-colored lights were illuminated on Rockefeller Center's iconic Christmas tree Wednesday evening to cheers from the crowds gathered to witness the annual New York City tradition.
The giant Norway spruce, which this year hails from a tiny Massachusetts town, is also topped with a Swarovski star crown featuring 3 million crystals.
The 74-foot-high (23-meter-high) tree was cut down last month in West Stockbridge and trucked to Rockefeller Plaza. Wednesday night's ceremony marked the culmination of the tree's long journey to New York, which began in 2020 when the center's head gardener spotted the tree and asked its owners if they'd consider donating it.
The famous holiday attraction, located above the Rockefeller Center ice skating rink, will be on view through mid-January. On Christmas Day, the tree will be lit for 24 hours.

    


Once the holiday season is over, the tree will be used for lumber for Habitat for Humanity.

Security was stepped up for the annual tree-lighting ceremony after a gunman on Wednesday morning killed UnitedHealthcare's CEO outside a midtown Manhattan hotel about five blocks from Rockefeller Center. Chief of Department Jeffrey B. Maddrey said earlier in the day there would be "massive presence" of police, including additional officers in the subway.
"This is a terrible event, but people are going to go on and enjoy the tree lighting tonight," he said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/rockefeller-center-christmas-tree-537614f873e118d525c4347a8bac301a
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            A roofer watches the sunset from the roof of a building in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            A roofer installs zinc sheets on a building in Paris, Friday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            A roofer installs zinc sheets on a building in Paris, Friday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            A roofer works on a building in Paris, Friday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            A roofer solders on the zinc gutter of a church in Paris, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            A roofer works on a church in Paris, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            A roofer works on a church in Paris, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Fantine Dekens, 21, cuts zinc sheets on the roof of a building in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            A roofer walks on a building in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Roofers work on zinc sheets on the roof of a building in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            A roofer carries zinc sheets of a building in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Roofers work on a building in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 16 | 
            A roofer works on a building in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Roofers work on a building in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Roofers leave the roof of a building after a work day in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            The Eiffel Tower and zinc roofs are seen at sunset in Paris, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            A roofer works on a building in Paris, Friday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 16

                                    
                                    A roofer works on a building in Paris, Friday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 16 | 
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            Roofers leave the roof of a building after a work day in Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- From before sunrise to after sunset, in slippery winters and scorching summers, the roof restorers of Paris toil away, replacing the zinc sheets that help define the city's famous skyline.
A special spotlight is now shining on their little-noticed skills: UNESCO inscribed the zinc roof restoration techniques on its list of Intangible Cultural Heritage on Wednesday.
''The restoration of a roof involves removing the old pieces of zinc, measuring and custom-cutting new pieces using a Parisian folding machine, and assembling and fixing the pieces onto the roof,'' UNESCO said in its citation. ''With nearly 80 percent of the roofs in Paris covered in zinc, the city is a living archive of these skills that shape the unique identity of its urban landscape.''
Most of the roofers are men, most are young. They often like heights, architecture, and working outdoors.

    


Fantine Dekens, 21, is a climber who worked as a bartender but wanted a profession that took her outside and high up. She has been working as a roofer since 2021. 
''There is a sort of romanticism around the roofs of Paris that attracted me,'' she told the Associated Press.




''It's super to be outdoors. But there is a physical reality that you can't ignore. It's often very cold, or very hot, the things to carry are heavy,'' she said. ''You can't do this trade eternally.''
Roofers are hoping the UNESCO recognition will inspire others to join their ranks and improve their working conditions. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The profession is short of workers with the specialized skills for preserving the zinc roofs that have been a distinctive feature of Paris since the 19th century Haussmann era, from balconied apartment buildings along tree-lined avenues to historic churches that dot the French capital.
''It's a recognition for our trade, but for me, it's only useful if it is accompanied by a reflection on why there are so few roofers,'' she said.

    


Using welding techniques from the 1800s, they measure each new sheet of zinc so it fits the shape of the roof just right. Then they mount the often slippery roofs to affix the sheets to their new home.

''There's a very poetic side when you're up high,'' she said. ''I feel very free in my movements. We take naps during our breaks. Often we sing, we shout. No one is watching us. And we can observe all of Paris at the same time. It's pretty incredible.''
-------
This story has been corrected to show that the roof techniques were inscribed as UNESCO's Intangible Culture Heritage, instead of World Heritage.
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                                        OCEANPORT, N.J. (AP) -- The initial stage of Netflix's $900 million-plus state-of-the-art production facility at a former Army base at the Jersey Shore has won approval from a local planning board.
The Oceanport borough planning board last week unanimously approved site plans for the first phase of the California-based subscription video streaming company's proposed film and television production studio at the 289-acre former Fort Monmouth site, NJ.com reported. 
The first phase is slated to include four soundstages on a 29-acre plot known as the McAfee zone, most of it in Oceanport, with about three acres in neighboring Eatontown. Netflix plans to transform the complex into a campus for actors and production crews.
Oceanport officials raised concerns about the size of signs and billboards, and they also expressed concerns about the accuracy of a study on traffic impacts. Netflix has said it plans to surround the campus with a security-monitored concrete wall for privacy.

    


Approval will also be needed from Eatontown and state authorities, including the Department of Environmental Protection.




The company is to pay $55 million for the entire site and plans an additional $848 million worth of investments to build a dozen soundstages as well as office space, production services buildings and related studio space. Site plans also include a helipad, theater, hotel and visitor attractions, NJ.com reported.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The state Economic Development Authority announced earlier this year that Netflix will receive millions in tax breaks for productions in exchange for operating the studio for at least 10 years. Company officials said at the hearing that they hoped to start construction by the end of next year.

A Netflix spokesperson said Tuesday that the planning board's approval "demonstrates that the community shares our enthusiasm for building a new studio in New Jersey, the birthplace of the modern film industry." 
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            FILE - Ariana Grande, left, and Cynthia Erivo pose for the photographers prior to the the premiere of "Wicked" at Auditorio Nacional in Mexico City, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)
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            This image released by A24 shows Daniel Craig, left, and Drew Starkey in a scene from "Queer." (Yannis Drakoulidis/A24 via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The National Board of Review put its full support behind Jon M. Chu's "Wicked," naming the lavish musical the best film of the year, Chu best director and awarding its stars, Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande, a prize for their collaboration, in awards announced Wednesday. 
Already a box-office force, "Wicked" is also embarking on an awards campaign expected to make it a major Academy Awards contender. The National Board of Review, a long-running New York-based organization comprised of film enthusiasts and academics founded in 1909, has no correlation with the film academy. But the win hands "Wicked" some early momentum ahead of Monday's Golden Globe nominations, where it should perform well. 
"Wicked represents the pure magic that movies can bring to audiences," said Annie Schulhof, NBR president. "Every detail is beautifully crafted and designed, the actors are all exceptional and the music is second-to-none -- together it adds up to a transporting experience like no other."

    


Best actor went to Daniel Craig for his performance in Luca Guadagnino's William S. Burroughs' adaptation, "Queer." Nicole Kidman took best actress for Halina Reijn's "Babygirl," in which she plays a high-ranking executive who has a romance with an intern (Harris Dickinson). 




The supporting acting winners were Kieran Culkin for "A Real Pain," and Elle Fanning for "A Complete Unknown." 


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The NBRs add to the recent run of prizes dished out this week, including the Gotham Awards on Monday, the New York Film Critics Circle on Tuesday and the Spirit Awards nominations announced Wednesday. The NBR Awards will be handed out in an untelevised gala Jan. 7 in New York hosted by Willie Geist. 

    


Full list of 2024 National Board of Review winners
Best Film: "Wicked"
Best Director: Jon M. Chu, "Wicked"
Best Actor: Daniel Craig, "Queer"
Best Actress: Nicole Kidman, "Babygirl"
Best Supporting Actor: Kieran Culkin, "A Real Pain"
Best Supporting Actress: Elle Fanning, "A Complete Unknown"
Best Ensemble: "Conclave"
Breakthrough Performance: Mikey Madison, "Anora"
Best Directorial Debut: India Donaldson, "Good One"
Best Original Screenplay: Mike Leigh, "Hard Truths"
Best Adapted Screenplay: Clint Bentley & Greg Kwedar, "Sing Sing"
NBR Spotlight Award: Creative Collaboration of Cynthia Erivo & Ariana Grande
NBR Freedom of Expression Award: "No Other Land"
Best Animated Feature: "Flow"
Best International Film: "The Seed of the Sacred Fig"
Best Documentary: "Sugarcane"
Outstanding Achievement in Cinematography: Jarin Blaschke, "Nosferatu"
Outstanding Achievement in Stunt Artistry: "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga"
__
This story has been updated to correct the spelling of Jon M. Chu's first name. 
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            Vice President Kamala Harris and breakout pop star Chappell Roan were among the most talked about people this year. Their names were also among the most mispronounced. (AP Video: Kendria LaFleur)
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            In. this combination image left to right; Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris in Allentown, Pa., Nov. 4, 2024, and Chappell Roan in Elmont, N.Y., on Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Invision)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            FILE - Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani brings his dog Decoy to mound before Decoy delivered the ceremonial first pitch prior to a baseball game between the Dodgers and the Baltimore Orioles, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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            FILE - Barry Keoghan arrives at the 15th Governors Awards on Nov. 17, 2024, at The Ray Dolby Ballroom in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, FIle)
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            FILE - Phryge, the Olympics 2024 mascot dances at the South Paris Arena, during the men's handball match between Denmark and Egypt at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga, File)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris and breakout pop star Chappell Roan were among the year's most talked-about people. Their names were also among the most mispronounced.
On Wednesday, the language-learning company Babbel and closed-captioning company The Captioning Group released a list of the words that news anchors, politicians and other public figures in the U.S. struggled with the most in 2024. The list also provides a retrospective of the year's most discussed topics and people, from pop culture to politics.
"It's a nice way to kind of look back into the year and see everything that has happened," said Esteban Touma, a linguistic and cultural expert at Babbel.
Roan -- whose hits include "Good Luck, Babe!" -- shot to fame this year and is nominated for six Grammy awards. According to the list, her name is pronounced CHAP-uhl ROHN, not SHA-pel ROW-an.

    


During Harris' unsuccessful run for president this year, her great-nieces took to the stage at the Democratic National Convention to clear up how to say her first name, pronounced COM-a-la. Also making the list was U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, whose last name still leaves people tongue-tied. During his 2020 presidential run, his campaign made posters and T-shirts with the pronunciation "Boot-Edge-Edge" to help.




Other words on the list include:

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: A list of mispronounced words provides a retrospective of 2024, from Kamala to Chappell
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Margie Szaroleta reports on the most mispronounced names of 2024.

    

-- Dutch Kooikerhondje, pronounced COY-ker-HUND-che, is a breed of dog that made it's way into the lexicon this year. This is largely because Los Angeles Dodgers superstar Shohei Ohtani has a Kooikerhondje called Decoy who won the hearts of fans while delivering a ceremonial first pitch.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
-- The name of the actress Zendaya, who starred in "Challengers," is often mispronounced as zen-DIE-uh, but it should be zen-DAY-a.
-- Online fast-fashion giant Shein is SHE-in, not SHEEN.
-- Newly discovered exoplanet Speculoos-3b is pronounced SPEK-yuh-lohss three bee.

    


-- Phryge, the mascot of the Paris Olympics, is pronounced FREE-je. It was a nod to the Phrygian cap, an emblematic accessory of the French revolutionaries.
-- Semaglutide, the drug in weight-loss medications Ozempic and Wegovy, is pronounced sem-ah-GLOO-tide, not SEE-mah-gloo-tide.
-- The last name of Irish actor Barry Keoghan, who starred in "Saltburn," is pronounced key-OH-gin.
Nancy Niedzielski, chair of the linguistics department at Rice University in Houston, points out that most of the words on the list are not English, so it's not surprising that they would be mispronounced in the U.S. The key to pronouncing them correctly, she said, would probably just be hearing them spoken.
"There aren't really tricks short of knowing how orthology works in that language," she said.
Several of the words on the U.S. list, including Keoghan, Phryge and Shein, also made the list for the U.K., which Babbel compiled with the help of the British Institute of Verbatim Reporters, an organization for subtitling professionals.
Other words on the U.K. list include flygskam, a Swedish term pronounced FLEEG-skam, popularized by climate activist Greta Thunberg, which translates as "flight shame," and the Chagos Islands, pronounced CHAY-goss, which made the list after the British government this year returned sovereignty of the long-contested Indian Ocean archipelago to Mauritius.

    


Touma, a native Spanish speaker, said if you can't pronounce a word, it's important to just keep trying.
"One of the problems we have is our mouths are not trained to do these sounds that come from different languages," he said.
Touma admitted even he struggles with some words, including Harris' first name. Even though he knows the correct pronunciation, he said, it's hard to get it correct in the moment when he's in a conversation.

As Roan's music gained popularity over the year, it was interesting cultural moment to watch as people learned to pronounce her first and last name, he said.
"The way we create understanding with each other is just trying to do these things," Touma said.
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                    Kevin Kisner hits a tee shot on the sixth hole during the first round of the Charles Schwab Challenge golf tournament at the Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth, Texas, Thursday, May 25, 2023. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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                                        Kevin Kisner would not have guessed his stock was starting to rise as his golf game was starting to age.
A year ago, he had finished out of the top 200 on the PGA Tour for the first time in 10 years as he struggled to find his form when NBC called and asked if he'd like to try his hand in the broadcast booth for The Sentry at Kapalua.
On Wednesday, NBC Sports announced Kisner would be the lead analyst for its portfolio of golf coverage that includes two majors and the Ryder Cup.
What makes Kisner with his homespun outlook and South Carolina drawl a good fit to follow Paul Azinger and Johnny Miller?
"I've wondered that myself," Kisner said. "I think I offer a different perspective that is more player-centric. I'm not going to give you fluff because I've got an analyst's job. I'll tell it like it is. I'm not going to hinder my relationship with players, but I'll tell you if you hit a bad shot or make a bad decision."

    


NBC had what amounted to a game of musical chairs since splitting with Azinger after the 2023 Ryder Cup outside Rome. Kisner, Brandel Chamblee of Golf Channel, Luke Donald, Paul McGinley and Brad Faxon all had stints in the chair next to lead announcer Dan Hicks. The network did not want to rush to fill the role permanently.




The music stopped on Kisner.
"Kevin always shared frank and honest opinions about the game of golf during our various conversations through the years," said Tommy Roy, the lead golf producer for NBC. "Those kinds of opinions and his engaging personality make Kiz a great fit for our broadcast team. He knows these players, he knows this game, and the audience will get to hear more of those opinions and that personality this season."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Kisner is not done with his own game. With just over $29 million in career earnings, he is using a one-time exemption from the PGA Tour career money list to be exempt for 2025.

    


He is a four-time winner, including a World Golf Championship title at the Match Play and two other appearances in the championship match. He played in the Presidents Cups in 2017 and 2022 and was an assistant this year at Royal Montreal.
The plan is for him to work 10 tournaments, which would include the U.S. Open and British Open, the FedEx Cup playoffs and The Players Championship. He is likely to play at least two events during the Florida swing that NBC broadcasts.
He still considers himself a player and has seen signs that his swing is getting to where it was.
"They were so supportive of that, and that's why I was willing to negotiate with them," Kisner said. "They want me there for the big events that I'm not exempt into, and they've been accommodating if I do get in. It's a great deal for me. NBC loves the idea that the weeks CBS is covering golf I'm playing, and hopefully playing great."

He's fond of saying about golf, "This ain't no hobby." Even so, he likely will be in a far more prominent role in the NBC booth than inside the ropes next year.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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            FILE - Wrestler Bianca Belair, top, leaps over Carmella during the WWE Monday Night RAW event, on March 6, 2023, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
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            FILE - The logo for World Wrestling Entertainment, WWE, appears above a trading post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Sept. 13, 2019. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        WWE is seeking a bigger stage and Netflix, pushing for more live events, is providing it

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - Wrestler Bianca Belair, top, leaps over Carmella during the WWE Monday Night RAW event, on March 6, 2023, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
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                                        WWE will perform on a stage next month that could be vastly larger than its current home on cable television when "Raw," its weekly live show, makes its debut on Netflix. 
The sports entertainment company is moving to a platform with about 283 million subscribers worldwide as it departs its current home on the USA Network, which averaged 688,000 viewers in prime time last year, according to the Nielsen company. 
For Netflix, onboarding the WWE is part of a strategic move to air more live events on the heels of a hugely successful fight between Mike Tyson and Jake Paul that was viewed by more than 60 million people. 
"Raw" has been averaging about 1.5 million viewers on USA Network over the past month, according to Nielsen.
WWE has produced thousands of episodes of "Raw," since its debut in 1993, with star performers like Seth Rollins, CM Punk and Rhea Ripley. "Raw" and the media rights that come with it, had become a hot commodity before WWE reached a deal worth more than $5 billion with Netflix.

    


In addition to a larger pool of potential viewers, moving to Netflix means the WWE won't have to worry as much about curse words getting muted or potentially gory scenes or risque or obscene gestures being blurred. 




And as it has done throughout its history, WWE has promoted the shift to Netflix across different platforms as it seeks to expand its audience. 
During a Travis Scott concert last month, former professional wrestler and now WWE chief content officer Paul "Triple H" Levesque told attendees from the stage that one of the rapper's song will be the new "Raw" theme song, and that Scott will appear on the first episode on Netflix on January 6.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
WWE has consistently managed to put itself before new and sometimes massive audiences, including the Super Bowl. 
After defeating the Philadelphia Eagles in Super Bowl LVII two years ago, Kansas City Chiefs quarterback and MVP Patrick Mahomes posted a photo of himself on Twitter holding the Vince Lombardi trophy in one hand, and a WWE belt in the other. 

    


Netflix sees huge potential in live entertainment in addition to its traditional lineup. 
"The contributor to growing engagement is going to be across the board on our scripted and unscripted, our documentary programming, all the kinds of things that people love, including now the addition of some live hours," Netflix co-CEO Theodore Sarandos said after the company's most recent quarterly earnings report. 
Aside from its deal with WWE, the company announced in May that it will stream two National Football League games globally on Christmas Day as part of a three-year deal with the league. 
That live programming will be an important part of Netflix's strategy going forward, said JPMorgan analyst Doug Anmuth. 

"Netflix is increasingly focused on sports entertainment, events, and shoulder content and we expect a bigger push into live sports over time, particularly as negotiating leverage shifts in Netflix's direction," he wrote in an analyst note last month. 
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            Taylor Swift performs during the opening show of the Toronto dates of The Eras Tour on Thursday, November 14, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour on Friday, June 21, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- 'Tis the season to unpack Spotify Wrapped. And it should come as no surprise that for a second year in a row, Taylor Swift has been named its most-played artist.
On Wednesday, the streaming giant unveiled its annual overview of individual listening trends as well as trends from around the world. Users can now access their top artists, songs, genres, albums and podcasts, as well as uncover which artists had the biggest year on the platform.
Swift was 2024's most-streamed artist globally, ranking in more than 26.6 billion streams. She's followed by The Weeknd, Bad Bunny, Drake and Billie Eilish, in that order.
In the U.S., the list looks similar: It's Swift in the top spot, followed by Drake, Zach Bryan, Morgan Wallen and Kanye West.
Last year, Swift dethroned Puerto Rican reggaeton star Bad Bunny for the top spot, globally. He held the coveted title for three years in a row beginning in 2020.

    


Swift also earned the title of most-streamed album in 2024, with "The Tortured Poets Department." She's followed by Eilish's "Hit Me Hard and Soft," Sabrina Carpenter's "Short n' Sweet," Karol G's "Manana Sera Bonito" and Ariana Grande's "eternal sunshine."




All of those titles are new to 2024 with the exception of Karol G's album, which released early last year.
In the U.S., there are only slight differences: Swift's album still leads, followed by Wallen's "One Thing At A Time" -- released last year. Then it's Carpenter, Noah Kahan's "Stick Season," and Chappell Roan's "The Rise and Fall of a Midwest Princess," also released in 2023.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Carpenter leads the most-streamed songs both in the U.S. and globally this year, with her summertime smash "Espresso." It earned over 1.6 billion streams.
Globally, she's followed by Benson Boone's "Beautiful Things," Eilish's "Birds of a Feather," FloyyMenor and Cris MJ's "Gata Only" and Teddy Swims' "Lose Control."

    


And in the U.S., she's trailed by Kendrick Lamar's "Not Like Us," Shaboozey's "A Bar Song (Tipsy)", Post Malone and Morgan Wallen's "I Had Some Help" and Tommy Richman's "Million Dollar Baby."
This year, there are a few new features on Spotify Wrapped. Those include a new data story called "Your Music Evolution," documenting three distinct musical phases for each user, and a personalized playlist. The individualized "Your Top Artist" feature has changed slightly, too, and now includes "Longest Listening Streak" as well as the familiar "Top Listeners."
On social media, some Spotify users complained that Wrapped, which undergoes design changes every year, was minimalist this year, missing previous features like "Top Cities," "Audio Auras" and "Top Genres." The new "Your Music Evolution" feature, however, provides users with individual, created micro-genres for some months of listening.
A representative for Spotify did not provide a statement.
That the biggest artists, globally, earned top spots on Spotify Wrapped should come as no surprise -- they're featured prominently across the streaming service, including on its highly influential playlists, in addition to boasting loyal, dedicated fanbases. For independent artists who may appear on an individual listener's Wrapped, accessing a top spot on the global list would require billions of streams.

    


Streaming now accounts for most of the money generated by the music industry -- a whopping 84% in the United States, according to the Recording Industry Association of America, and 67.3% worldwide, according to a 2024 report by the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry, which tracks global sales.

Spotify is the largest platform of all -- making up roughly 31% of the total market share -- with a reported 626 million users and 246 million subscribers in over 180 markets.
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            Keira Knightley plays a spy opposite Ben Whishaw's assassin in new Netflix drama "Black Doves," already renewed for a second season. (Dec. 4)
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            Keira Knightley, left, and Ben Whishaw pose for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Keira Knightley, left, and Ben Whishaw pose for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Keira Knightley poses for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Keira Knightley poses for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Ben Whishaw poses for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Ben Whishaw poses for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Keira Knightley poses for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Ben Whishaw, from left, Sarah Lancashire and Keira Knightley pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the television series 'Black Doves' on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Andrew Koji in a scene from "Black Doves." (Ludovic Robert/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Omari Douglas, left, and Ben Whishaw in a scene from "Black Doves." (Ludovic Robert/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Andrew Buchan in a scene from "Black Doves." (Ludovic Robert/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Keira Knightley, left, and Andrew Buchan in a scene from "Black Doves." (Stefania Rosini/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Sarah Lancashire in a scene from "Black Doves." (Stefania Rosini/Netflix via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 18 | 
            This image released by Netflix shows Ben Whishaw, left, and Keira Knightley in a scene from "Black Doves." (Ludovic Robert/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Ben Whishaw in a scene from "Black Doves." (Stefania Rosini/Netflix via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 18 | 
            This image released by Netflix shows Keira Knightley in a scene from "Black Doves." (Stefania Rosini/Netflix via AP)
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                                    Keira Knightley plays a spy opposite Ben Whishaw's assassin in new Netflix drama "Black Doves," already renewed for a second season. (Dec. 4)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 18 | 
            Keira Knightley, left, and Ben Whishaw pose for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Keira Knightley, left, and Ben Whishaw pose for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Keira Knightley poses for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Keira Knightley poses for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Ben Whishaw poses for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Ben Whishaw poses for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Keira Knightley poses for portrait photographs to promote the television series "Black Doves" on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Andrew Koji in a scene from "Black Doves." (Ludovic Robert/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Omari Douglas, left, and Ben Whishaw in a scene from "Black Doves." (Ludovic Robert/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Andrew Buchan in a scene from "Black Doves." (Ludovic Robert/Netflix via AP)
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                                    This image released by Netflix shows Andrew Buchan in a scene from "Black Doves." (Ludovic Robert/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Keira Knightley, left, and Andrew Buchan in a scene from "Black Doves." (Stefania Rosini/Netflix via AP)
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                                    This image released by Netflix shows Keira Knightley, left, and Andrew Buchan in a scene from "Black Doves." (Stefania Rosini/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Sarah Lancashire in a scene from "Black Doves." (Stefania Rosini/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Ben Whishaw, left, and Keira Knightley in a scene from "Black Doves." (Ludovic Robert/Netflix via AP)
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                                    This image released by Netflix shows Ben Whishaw, left, and Keira Knightley in a scene from "Black Doves." (Ludovic Robert/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Ben Whishaw in a scene from "Black Doves." (Stefania Rosini/Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Keira Knightley in a scene from "Black Doves." (Stefania Rosini/Netflix via AP)
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                                    This image released by Netflix shows Keira Knightley in a scene from "Black Doves." (Stefania Rosini/Netflix via AP)
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                                        Keira Knightley starred in one of the most popular Christmas films of the 21st century, the 2003 romantic comedy "Love Actually." Her new Netflix series "Black Doves" is also set during the holidays, but in this, she plays a spy alongside Ben Whishaw's assassin. Knightley says the show, debuting Thursday, falls under the "Die Hard" category of Christmas fare.
"It's like, 'I've spent too much time with my family, I hate them all, I need to watch something blow up,'" Knightley said during a recent interview alongside Whishaw. "If you're having a nice time, you can watch 'Love Actually.' And if you're feeling quite cross, you can watch 'Black Doves.' Christmas entertainment is provided. You're welcome!"
Knightley's character Helen is a spy for a secret agency called Black Doves, which has no alliances but is contracted by the highest bidder. When Helen's lover is murdered, an old friend, Sam (played by Whishaw), who calls himself a "trigger man," is brought in to protect her. He also vows to help Helen get revenge.

    


"It's appealing to do something you've never done before," said Whishaw. "I felt like the character had this sort of core truth, even though they all are in a quite heightened world where it is possible to be sort of blasted out of a five-story building and not get a scratch."




Knightley also found something relatable about her character -- everyone has different sides of themselves that they show to different people.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I have two kids. My identity as a mother is very big, but I also hold quite contradictory identities within myself, which are also true but don't necessarily exist at the same time as I am being a mother," she said. 
She also loved that Sam and Helen's friendship is "between these two very strange characters," said Knightley. "They can't be themselves with anybody else in the world, but they can be their whole selves with each other."

    


The roles on the show are atypical for a spy series. Sam and Helen report to a woman as their stoic spy director, played by Sarah Lancashire. Women were also cast to play the heads of crime syndicates. Sam is a lethal killer who happens to be gay.
"It's always more interesting doing things which are less expected," said the show's creator Joe Barton of his casting choices.
The job gave Whishaw the opportunity to learn stunts and appear in action sequences which he found "frightening" in the beginning.

"I hadn't done that sort of stuff before. And I guess if I'm honest, I am very slightly built and I feel like (action) is the territory or the terrain of like, big blokes. I had to really get over something in myself but I'm pleased I did."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/keira-knightley-black-doves-ben-whishaw-d0e1abb29996ddb53eceb33f69a1c2d6
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            The birth of Lauren Mayberry as a solo artist should be marked by something like a wolf cry. And that's exactly what it sounds like. The Chvrches singer has punctuated her debut album with a playful howl while telling off an ex-lover on the song "Crocodile Tears." (Dec. 4)
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            FILE - Lauren Mayberry of Chvrches performs during iHeartRadio's ALTer EGO concert in Inglewood, Calif, on Jan. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            This album cover image released by Island Records shows "Vicious Creature" by Lauren Mayberry (Island Records via AP)
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            FILE - Lauren Mayberry of Chvrches performs at the BottleRock Napa Valley Music Festival on May 27, 2022, in Napa, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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            Lauren Mayberry poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Lauren Mayberry poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Lauren Mayberry poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Lauren Mayberry poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Lauren Mayberry poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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                                    The birth of Lauren Mayberry as a solo artist should be marked by something like a wolf cry. And that's exactly what it sounds like. The Chvrches singer has punctuated her debut album with a playful howl while telling off an ex-lover on the song "Crocodile Tears." (Dec. 4)
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            FILE - Lauren Mayberry of Chvrches performs during iHeartRadio's ALTer EGO concert in Inglewood, Calif, on Jan. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            This album cover image released by Island Records shows "Vicious Creature" by Lauren Mayberry (Island Records via AP)
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            FILE - Lauren Mayberry of Chvrches performs at the BottleRock Napa Valley Music Festival on May 27, 2022, in Napa, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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            Lauren Mayberry poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Lauren Mayberry poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Lauren Mayberry poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Lauren Mayberry poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Lauren Mayberry poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The birth of Lauren Mayberry as a solo artist should be marked by something like a wolf cry. And that's exactly what it sounds like.
The vocalist and percussionist from the Scottish pop band Chvrches has punctuated her debut album with a playful howl while telling off an ex-lover on the song "Crocodile Tears."
"This moment in time is exactly the chapter where I get to howl like a wolf in a song if I want to. And I don't have to feel weird about it," she says.
Mayberry, 37, is enjoying the freedom to create whatever she likes, away from the synth-pop of the band she has been with since her early 20s.
"It's a mission statement of all things that you like, and you just go in and write the song that feels like it wants to be written on that day, which was quite refreshing," she says.
The 12 tracks of "Vicious Creature," out Dec. 6 via Island, veer from the coffee house folk of "Anywhere But Dancing" to the punky "Punch Drunk," the dance-pop of "Change Shapes" and stuttering glam of "Sorry, Etc."

    


If Chvrches -- with members Iain Cook and Martin Doherty -- usually works first with melodies and production before lyrics, Mayberry wanted to reverse the process.


"I knew that I wanted it to be more focused on the storytelling," she says. "It was nice to be able to go into a studio with a title idea or with a concept and then work back from that." 
Mayberry cites Sinead O'Connor, Tori Amos, Fiona Apple and Annie Lennox as influences. She credits the yodel inflection in her voice to having listened to so much Alanis Morissette.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It was those influences I wanted to dig into a bit more in my own material," she says. "When I thought back to what are the key influences on me as a writer, it isn't really a lot of synth-pop stuff. So then it's interesting that that's what I became so associated with."
Mayberry worked on her new album with producers Greg Kurstin, Matthew Korma, Tobias Jesso Jr., Ethan Gruska and Dan McDougall. She started writing in spring 2022 and had studio sessions in between touring with Chvrches.

    


McDougall, who has previously worked with Sigrid and Jason Mraz, co-wrote and played on four tracks and says he and Mayberry went into the studio hoping to push the boundaries. 
"We didn't really have one specific lane in mind for the genre we were going down," he says. "We were just being experimental, and I guess the freedom within that just brought us something a bit different." 
One track -- "Sunday Best" -- was in part inspired by "Once In a Lifetime" by Talking Heads and by her mother's illness. "Keep thinking one day maybe I will find the beauty in goodbye," she sings. The title comes from funeral clothes.
"I thought I was finally writing a hopeful, cheerful, uplifting song, and then I was like, 'Well, still about death, isn't it?'" Mayberry says, laughing. "Maybe it's a Scottish thing. I don't know. We're just a bit morose." 
On the album, Mayberry explores mortality, nostalgia, societal pressures, arrogant exes and her band ("I killed myself to be one of the boys," she sings in one song.)

    


"The lyrics I like least that I've written are ones that I know didn't feel very authentic to me," she says. "I think you can hear in somebody's physical voice when they're singing, whether they mean something or not. So my only brief is like, 'Does it feel fake?'"
Regardless of how the album does with critics or charts, Mayberry is proud it's out there, proof of her musicianship and confirmation that she doesn't need anyone to make good songs.
"No matter what happens with this record, I feel like it was more about proving to myself than to anybody else. Because if you never try it, then you're never going to know."
The album ends with the somber piano-led "Are You Awake?" as Mayberry takes a hard look at her life choices. Her friends have settled down -- "Been counting their babies and their diamond wedding rings" -- and her career expectations are heavy: "Hometown hero is a poisoned chalice choice," she sings.
"The end of that song opens up in a way to a question mark. And I think that's kind of how I feel about what will happen after the rest of this," she says.

    


Mayberry isn't sure what's next for Chvrches. The three members have been working on their own projects and the door seems open for a reunion despite Mayberry spreading her wings.

"It's hard once you've felt the wind in your hair to not enjoy that as an experience," she says. "But my hope is that the two things can coexist. I do think that everybody getting experiences outside of the band will mean that we have different things to offer each other when we come to write again."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/lauren-mayberry-chvrches-solo-vicious-creature-e107da07dd1b5181a2a6150e8c48c91d
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            This image released by Neon shows Mark Eydelshteyn, left, and Mikey Madison in a scene from "Anora." (Neon via AP)
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            This image released by Amazon/MGM shows Ethan Herisse, left, and Brandon Wilson in a promotional photo for the film "Nickel Boys." (Orion Pictures/Amazon/MGM via AP)
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            This image released by A24 shows Colman Domingo, left, and Clarence Maclin in a scene from "Sing Sing." (A24 via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Natasha Lyonne, from left, Elizabeth Olsen, and Carrie Coon in a scene from "His Three Daughters." (Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Janus and Sideshow Films shows Kani Kusruti, left, and Divya Prabha in a scene from "All We Imagine As Light." (Janus and Sideshow Films via AP)
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            This image released by Searchlight Pictures shows Kieran Culkin, left, and Jesse Eisenberg in a scene from "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Magnolia Pictures shows Richard Roundtree, left, and June Squibb in a scene from the film "Thelma." (Magnolia Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Neon shows Mark Eydelshteyn, left, and Mikey Madison in a scene from "Anora." (Neon via AP)
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            This image released by Amazon/MGM shows Ethan Herisse, left, and Brandon Wilson in a promotional photo for the film "Nickel Boys." (Orion Pictures/Amazon/MGM via AP)
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            This image released by A24 shows Colman Domingo, left, and Clarence Maclin in a scene from "Sing Sing." (A24 via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Natasha Lyonne, from left, Elizabeth Olsen, and Carrie Coon in a scene from "His Three Daughters." (Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Janus and Sideshow Films shows Kani Kusruti, left, and Divya Prabha in a scene from "All We Imagine As Light." (Janus and Sideshow Films via AP)
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            This image released by Searchlight Pictures shows Kieran Culkin, left, and Jesse Eisenberg in a scene from "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Magnolia Pictures shows Richard Roundtree, left, and June Squibb in a scene from the film "Thelma." (Magnolia Pictures via AP)
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                                        "Anora," Sean Baker's odyssey of a New York stripper, and Jane Schoenbrun's psychological horror "I Saw the TV Glow" dominated nominations for the Film Independent Spirit Awards with six nods each, including best film and best director. The nonprofit organization announced nominations Wednesday on a YouTube livestream.
Three actors in "Anora," which won top honors at the Cannes Film Festival, were also singled out for their performances including Mikey Madison's leading turn and Yura Borisov and Karren Karagulian's supporting turns. Acting categories for the Spirit Awards are gender neutral and include 10 actors each. "I Saw the TV Glow's" Justice Smith was nominated in lead and Brigette Lundy-Paine in supporting.
Also nominated for best feature film were RaMell Ross's Colson Whitehead adaptation "Nickel Boys," Greg Kwedar's incarceration drama "Sing Sing" and Coralie Fargeat's body horror "The Substance."

    


In the best director category, in addition to Baker and Schoenbrun, nominees included Brady Corbet for "The Brutalist," its sole nomination despite its big showing with the New York Film Critics Circle this week, Ali Abbasi for "The Apprentice" and Alonso Ruizpalacios for "La Cocina." Sebastian Stan was also recognized for his turn as a young Donald Trump in "The Apprentice" in the lead performing category, but not for "A Different Man."




Other lead performers who got nods include Amy Adams for "Nightbitch," Colman Domingo for "Sing Sing," Demi Moore for "The Substance,"June Squibb for "Thelma," "Hunter Schafer for "Cuckoo," Keith Kupferer for "Ghostlight" and Ryan Destiny for "The Fire Inside."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The supporting category also included both newcomers and veterans: Kieran Culkin ("A Real Pain"), Carol Kane ("Between the Temples"), Clarence Maclin ("Sing Sing"), Adam Pearson ("A Different Man," which triumphed this week at the Gotham Awards ), Joan Chen ("Didi"), Danielle Deadwyler ("The Piano Lesson") and Kani Kusruti ("Girls Will Be Girls").

    


Sometimes the Spirit Awards overlap significantly with major Oscar contenders and winners, as in the "Everything Everywhere All At Once" year, and sometimes not. Last year's big winners included Celine Song's "Past Lives" and Cord Jefferson's "American Fiction." The awards limit eligibility to productions with budgets of $30 million or less, meaning more expensive productions like "Wicked" and "Dune: Part Two" were not in the running. 
International film nominees were: Payal Kapadia's "All We Imagine as Light," which India did not select to represent the country at the Oscars, "Black Dog," from China, the animated adventure "Flow," Agnieszka Holland's "Green Border," and Mike Leigh's "Hard Truths." Netflix movies "Emilia Perez" and "Maria" were eligible only for international feature, but neither made the cut.
The Robert Altman Award, recognizing an ensemble cast, went to "His Three Daughters," Azazel Jacobs' moving portrait of three women, played by Carrie Coon, Natasha Lyonne and Elizabeth Olsen, whose father is in hospice.

    


The Spirit Awards also recognize new fiction and non-fiction television series, where nominees include the Netflix phenomenon "Baby Reindeer," "Shogun" and "Ren Fair."
The organization, which switched to gender neutral acting categories in 2022, said that of all the nominees, 46% are women and 30% are people of color. Like last year, the independent film studio A24 dominated with 19 nominations for releases like "I Saw the TV Glow," "Sing Sing" and "The Brutalist." 

The Spirit Awards will be held on Saturday, Feb. 22 in Santa Monica, California, and streamed live on IMDb and Film Independent's YouTube channels. Comedian Aidy Bryant will return to host. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/independent-spirit-award-nominations-ccde253bba6b2353766f23bb3471093a
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            Johnathan Nealy plays the violin as part of a string music program at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            A string orchestra, part of an initiative to promote equity in classical music, rehearses at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            A string orchestra, part of an initiative to promote equity in classical music, poses for a group photo at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Johnathan Nealy, left, learns how to play the violin as part of an initiative that aims to promote equity in classical music at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Rev. Chineta Goodjoin, who has started a string orchestra to promote young musicians of color, poses for a portrait in the sanctuary of New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            New Hope Presbyterian Church, a multiethnic congregation in Anaheim, Calif. has started a string orchestra to promote young musicians of color. The program doesn't require auditions and is free to all participants. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Dwayne Burrell, assistant conductor, teaches while rehearsing with a string orchestra as part of a music program at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Giovanni Vazquez puts on his tie during a rehearsal for a secular orchestra hosted by the New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Children play the violin as part of an initiative that aims to promote equity in classical music at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Leila Vazquez, left, plays foosball with her brother, Giovanni Vazquez before violin lessons at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 15 | 
            Ebonie Vazquez, center, and Alejandro Vazquez, right, look at their son Giovanni Vazquez during an orchestra rehearsal at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Johnathan Nealy, left, learns how to play the violin as part of an initiative that aims to promote equity in classical music at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Giovanni Vazquez plays the violin during a string orchestra rehearsal at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            14 of 15 | 
            Michele Walker, right, watches her granddaughter, Leila Vazquez, left, and Johnathan Nealy, center, as they play violin as part of a string music program at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            A string orchestra, part of an initiative to promote equity in classical music, rehearses at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        From Bach to Beyonce, why a church orchestra aims to lift up young musicians of color

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 15 | 
            Johnathan Nealy plays the violin as part of a string music program at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 15

                                    
                                    Johnathan Nealy plays the violin as part of a string music program at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 15 | 
            A string orchestra, part of an initiative to promote equity in classical music, rehearses at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            A string orchestra, part of an initiative to promote equity in classical music, poses for a group photo at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Johnathan Nealy, left, learns how to play the violin as part of an initiative that aims to promote equity in classical music at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Rev. Chineta Goodjoin, who has started a string orchestra to promote young musicians of color, poses for a portrait in the sanctuary of New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            New Hope Presbyterian Church, a multiethnic congregation in Anaheim, Calif. has started a string orchestra to promote young musicians of color. The program doesn't require auditions and is free to all participants. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Dwayne Burrell, assistant conductor, teaches while rehearsing with a string orchestra as part of a music program at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Children play the violin as part of an initiative that aims to promote equity in classical music at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Leila Vazquez, left, plays foosball with her brother, Giovanni Vazquez before violin lessons at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Ebonie Vazquez, center, and Alejandro Vazquez, right, look at their son Giovanni Vazquez during an orchestra rehearsal at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 15

                                    
                                    Ebonie Vazquez, center, and Alejandro Vazquez, right, look at their son Giovanni Vazquez during an orchestra rehearsal at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 15 | 
            Johnathan Nealy, left, learns how to play the violin as part of an initiative that aims to promote equity in classical music at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            Giovanni Vazquez plays the violin during a string orchestra rehearsal at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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            A string orchestra, part of an initiative to promote equity in classical music, rehearses at New Hope Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang)
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                                        ANAHEIM, California (AP) -- For over two years, Ebonie Vazquez searched to find a mentor of color for her son, Giovanni, now 11 and passionate about playing the violin. She has now found that space at a local church.
New Hope Presbyterian Church, a multiethnic congregation led by a Black female pastor in Anaheim, California, started a string orchestra in April, welcoming students, including those who may have trouble getting into and paying for music programs. It's located in Orange County, which is largely affluent.
The Rev. Chineta Goodjoin said her church had a smaller strings program for several years. When Goodjoin's daughter Nyla started playing violin with the Inner City Youth Orchestra of Los Angeles, founded in June 2009 by renowned conductor Charles Dickerson, the pastor grew determined to replicate the concept in Orange County with Dickerson taking the lead.

    


The church's orchestra now has about 18 members ranging in age from 9 to 20, playing violin, viola, bass and cello. The orchestra accepts all students without auditions, and it's free. Like the Los Angeles group, the orchestra is also powered by mentors who look like the young musicians they help guide.




Ebonie Vazquez says it is empowering for students "to see themselves reflected in their mentors and teachers."
"It's important they don't feel like outsiders, but are supported and feel like they belong," she said. "It has definitely helped my son connect more to the music and the craft."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
During rehearsal, when Giovanni started talking about music, the boy's eyes turned dreamy and his arms became animated. Even as his words gushed out in child-like excitement, they reflected the aura of an old soul.
"I just want to be able to express myself in my music and show that I not only have talent, but I also take my time, and I practice," he said. "You can change one little thing, one note, and the music will be totally different. You make your own thing."

    


Giovanni said that in the church orchestra, he could play classical music or he could chill with Imagine Dragons. He also plays violin in his school orchestra and with Dickerson's Los Angeles group. He values being part of the church orchestra because "it's a piece of our community."
"They encourage young musicians of color and everyone gets a chance to play and maybe use it as a stepping stone to get better or even turn this into a career," he said.
Giovanni thinks it could be cool to play in Carnegie Hall. He pauses, then adds: "But honestly, I just want to play around people who listen to and value music. My favorite part is really to see people enjoy music."
Melissa Bausley, a cellist who works in finance and volunteers as a mentor, said she often found herself alone as a Black woman in this realm.
"I never had a teacher that was African American growing up and I didn't think it mattered or made a difference," she said. "But now, as an adult, I'd say there is absolutely value in being able to learn from someone who looks like you."
Dickerson said he started the Los Angeles orchestra when he was approached by a group of students who yearned to play in their city and neighborhood. 

    


"They would have to drive long distances to be in these orchestras where they didn't know the other kids and felt like the odd ones," he said. "The young kids from our communities were always put in the back row and the back row was right next to the door."
"It's easy to walk out that door," he added, "when you don't really feel accepted and when you know you're probably not as skilled as the others who have a smattering of connections and have been playing since they were three."
Goodjoin said she and her husband, Reggie Goodjoin, a jazz musician and the church's music director, envision an orchestra where "African American kids play classical music and play it well."
"Not modified or watered down abridgements, but the real deal," she said. "I like to say they play everything from Bach to Beyonce. We want them exposed to all genres."
The children will play sacred and secular music as well as the work of Black composers, and the orchestra is open to children of all faith backgrounds, Goodjoin said.

    


"They learn the music of Count Basie and Duke Ellington and so many others who have forged the path -- an experience they might not get in a mainstream school setting," she said.
She believes the church is a great place to start talking about equity in music.
"We value social justice and equity and we believe we are called to help the marginalized, to set the captives free," Goodjoin said. "And music is freedom."
The pastor is already getting positive feedback from parents. One boy who plays the upright bass was about to quit playing because no one in his school orchestra looked like him.
"His mom said that when he came here, the pressure to play and compete was taken off and that it's a delight to now watch her son light up feeling a sense of worthiness," she said.

    


Carol Nealy, whose 9-year-old son Johnathan plays the violin, said the church has the ability to nourish the community -- be it with food, spirituality or music.
"Because of this program, my kids are exposed to the violin. It's no longer something untouchable or foreign," she said. "It'll have an impact for generations because their children will see their parents pick up and play the violin."
Elizabeth Moulthrop, executive director of El Sistema USA, part of an international network of music education programs that originated in Venezuela, said she has seen similar programs run out of churches.
"Music and art have always been such an important part of the church," she said. "It's a natural place for expression of faith."
For those who aspire to advance in the field, such programs also offer access to life-changing summer music camps, college scholarships and connections to jobs, Moulthrop said.
Dickerson says the orchestras are an attempt "to add to the value of what we need in our community."
"The goal is to uplift young people and give them the opportunity for a better life," he said.
"A lot of young people feel like it's not cool to carry a violin down the street," he added. "But, when you play the violin well with other kids who are like you, social acceptance begins to emerge. You feel pride as opposed to shame because you're not out there shooting hoops."
The Black Church has always served as a place where the community could come together, Dickerson said.
"It's the one place in history where we've been able to assemble without interference from other cultures, so to speak," he said. "The church started banks when Blacks could not put money in banks. They started newspapers when no one was prepared to cover our communities. We even started baseball leagues when we were barred from playing.
"If we can come together in the church and create a symphonic orchestra, all I can say is all praise to God."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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Spotify Wrapped is finally here. How can you see your 2024 recap?
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                    FILE- This March 20, 2018 file photo shows the Spotify app on an iPad in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It's that time of year: Spotify has released its annual Wrapped, personalized recaps of users' listening habits and year in audio.
Spotify has been giving its listeners breakdowns of their data since 2016. And each year, it's become a bigger production -- and internet sensation. Spotify said its 2023 Wrapped was the "biggest ever created," in terms of audience reach and the kind of data it provided.
So, what does 2024 have in store? Here's a look at what to know.

    


What exactly is Spotify Wrapped?
It's the streaming service's annual overview of individual listening trends, as well as trends around the world. Users learn their top artists, songs, genres, albums and podcasts, all wrapped into one interactive presentation.
The campaign has become a social media sensation, as people share and compare their Wrapped data with their friends and followers online.
Wrapped provides users with all kinds of breakdowns and facts, including whether they're among an artist's top listeners, as well as a personalized playlist of their top 100 songs of that year to save, share and listen to whenever they're feeling nostalgic.




Spotify also creates a series of playlists that reflect national and global listening trends, featuring the top streamed artists and songs. In 2023, Taylor Swift was named Spotify's most streamed artist, unseating Bad Bunny who had held the title for three years in a row. She kept that title this year, followed by The Weeknd, Bad Bunny, Drake and Billie Eilish.
Where can I find my Spotify Wrapped?

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
You should make sure your Spotify app is up to date in order to get the full Wrapped experience. Wrapped is available to users with and without Premium subscriptions. 
Starting Wednesday, Spotify will prompt users to view their interactive data roundup on their smartphone or desktop app. You can also visit Spotify.com/Wrapped to find a QR code for that takes you straight to your data presentation.

    


What else can I learn with my Spotify data?
There are a handful of third-party sites that you can connect your Spotify account to that will analyze your Wrapped data. 
How Bad is Your Spotify is an AI bot that judges your music taste. Receiptify gives you your top songs on a sharable graphic that looks like, yes, a receipt. Instafest gives you your own personal music festival-style lineup based on your top artists. How NPRCore Are You assesses how similar your music taste is to NPR Music's.
What if I don't have Spotify?
Other major streaming platforms such as Apple Music and YouTube Music have developed their own versions of Wrapped in recent years.
Apple Music's Replay not only gives its subscribers a year-end digest of their listening habits but monthly summaries as well -- a feature that helps differentiate itself from the one-time Spotify recap. It was released on Dec. 3.

YouTube Music, meanwhile, has a similar end-of-the-year release for its listeners, as well as periodic seasonal releases throughout the year. It released its annual Recap for users last month.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/spotify-wrapped-2024-apple-music-youtube-e247a2eabaa76e76bf8db6ffe6f56e94



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Irish gamer Jacksepticeye turns holiday livestreams into millions for charities | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next
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            YouTuber Sean McLoughlin, better known as 'Jacksepticeye,' drinks a coffee at his favorite coffee shop in Brighton, Thursday, November 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Thomas Krych)
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            YouTuber Sean McLoughlin, better known as 'Jacksepticeye,' sits at his favorite coffee shop in Brighton, Thursday, November 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Thomas Krych)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Sean McLoughlin wears a lot of hats: YouTuber. Voice actor. Coffee entrepreneur. But McLoughlin, better known by his pseudonym Jacksepticeye, likes to say he would be a therapist if he wasn't posting video game playthroughs for his nearly 31 million subscribers.
The 34-year-old Irish creator finds that gaming enthusiasts aren't just drawn by his expressive reactions to the latest action role-playing games; fans also resonate with his candid discussions of mental health. The supportive responses from his niche but passionate following make McLoughlin feel "less alone," he said, forging the same camaraderie that brought him to online gaming communities as a lonely 20-something living at his family's remote home.
That shared connection is also central to his annual fundraiser, "Thankmas." The charity livestream is one of many online specials emerging as a modern spin on the classic telethon. Total donations have increased more than 50% over the last year on Tiltify, a digital platform that integrates giving tools into streams. The spaces are credited for allowing more authentic interactions between nonprofits and young donors -- and encouraging benevolence in a corner of the web marked by incendiary rhetoric.

    


"If you want to do good things, the people are there, and they'll listen," McLoughlin said. "They're already following you for what you do for a reason. So they'll follow you to help out people as well."




Follow they have. His streams have raked in more than $26 million, according to partner Tiltify. This year's goal is to collect $6 million for two nonprofits supporting mental health: Crisis Text Line and Samaritans.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A seven-figure target would have seemed a longshot when McLoughlin entered the space. The initial idea was to hold monthly fundraisers. He hosted seven charitable streams in 2018, Tiltify records show, for causes including pediatric cancer and clean water. The year culminated in the inaugural "Thankmas," which pulled over a quarter of a million dollars.

    


But McLoughlin said the pace became "a bit much." That same year he announced a brief break from YouTube, in part due to unhappiness from the demands he felt for high content volumes. He resolved to focus on one big holiday event at the end of the year, when he said people are "a bit more giving and heartfelt."
It wasn't until 2020 that Tiltify CEO Michael Wasserman said the two began working closely to maximize the streams' reach. McLoughlin reached out, according to Wasserman, and said he wanted something "more impactful." With communities worldwide reeling from the pandemic, they put together the #HopeFromHome campaign: a peer-to-peer event where multitudes could simultaneously rally around the same cause. McLoughlin served as a tent pole supporting the other streamers.
Their first effort together yielded $1.9 million for United Way Worldwide and more than one-third came from McLoughlin's stream alone. The following "Thankmas" generated more than $4.7 million. Wasserman said he'd never seen his technology used so collaboratively. 

    


"That's what really made this a regular, multimillion-dollar event," Wasserman said. "Not just making it, 'Hey I'm going to fundraise and just watch me,' but, 'We as a community can do this and get involved together.'"
This year's "Thankmas" will be performed before a live audience in Los Angeles but broadcast online. Recent specials have seen McLoughlin make surprise calls into streams that are also pooling contributions. Comedic segments sometimes feature traditional celebrities; actor Jack Black played a life-sized game of Jenga in 2022.
The idea resembles the star-studded telethon pioneered last century by comedian Jerry Lewis. But new technologies and web cultures enable more engaging experiences. Wasserman said charitable livestreams like McLoughlin's are not a "passive watching experience."
It's "a much more personable approach to giving," according to Yvette Wohn, a professor at the New Jersey Institute of Technology who studies human-computer interaction.

    


A streamer's audience "cares about them," Wohn said, and donors flock to their content because "they really like that person." Social media and chat boxes allow fans to feel seen by hosts in ways television viewers could never expect. Followers might get shoutouts by name upon contributing. McLoughlin has previously shared fan art submitted through specific hashtags.
Fandoms also develop subcultures. McLoughlin's gaming catchphrases are especially popular among his circles. Jacksepticeye content often starts with him shouting, "Top of the morning to ya, laddies!" and fans have uploaded video compilations of the expression. Members then form friendships with others in the fandom. That creates a "positive social pressure" to donate, according to Wohn, helping new generations "dip their toes into building an identity as somebody that gives."

    


"Giving habits are things that build over time," Wohn said. "If younger people start to engage in this culture of giving, I feel like the general culture of giving might expand in ways that cannot be done from a top-down perspective."
Still, McLoughlin describes online communities as a "double-edged sword." The "monetization of hate," he said, is "bigger than it's ever been." And the desire for acceptance can introduce lonely people to dark pockets of the internet that nevertheless provide kinship.
"Thankmas" aims to prove it's easy to do good online. Yes, he acknowledged, charity work is "quite intimidating." Where is the line between promoting the fundraiser and promoting himself? McLoughlin doesn't know. He just hopes people trust it's coming from the right place.
At least one longtime follower was drawn by McLoughlin's ties to this year's cause. Jack Worthey, a 20-year-old from Texas, said McLoughlin brought much comfort growing up with "similar family troubles." It had been several years since he watched Jacksepticeye content, he said, but he was pulled back by an October video where McLoughlin detailed his journey finding mental health treatment.
Worthey said he wouldn't have looked into "Thankmas" had McLoughlin had not made the promotion so personal. He now plans to raise awareness through digital art. For Worthey, returning to the channel as an adult and seeing the "positive product" has been "really amazing."
"It makes you see what I was enjoying when I was younger in a different light," Worthey said. "It brings a different type of joy."
___

Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and nonprofits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.
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            Snow covers homes and streets near the John Ball Zoo in Grand Rapids, Mich., Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)
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            Snow covers cars near the John Ball Zoo in Grand Rapids, Mich., Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)
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            A bus travels on snow-covered roads in Lowville, N.Y., on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. More snow has been falling on areas that have received feet of it in recent days. (AP Photo/Cara Anna)
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            Lisa Sullivan, owner of Bartley's Book on West Main Street in Wilmington, Vt., clears the snow from the sidewalk in front of her business as the snow falls on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            Dennis and Kathy Tibbetts of Kingston, N.Y., walk down West Main Street in Wilmington, Vt., as the snow falls on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            A Vermont Agency of Transportation snow plow clears the snow from Route 9/West Main Street in Wilmington, Vt., as the snow falls on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder
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            Andrew Weidig, an employee at Dot's in Wilmington, Vt., on West Main Street, shovels the snow from the porch as the snow falls on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            Evan Velez of Brattleboro, Vt., walks down Canal Street as the snow starts to dissipate after a snowstorm on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            John Reed, a volunteer with the Vermont Food Bank, helps pack up after a fresh food distribution site in Brattleboro, Vt., while snow falls on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            Madison Palido, 14, of Brattleboro, Vt., walks to her bus stop after a two-hour delay for the start of school after a snowstorm on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            Dylan Burguard of Brattleboro, Vt., builds a snowman with her 1-year-old son, Braedon Miller, after a snowstorm on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            Hughes Barber of Brattleboro, Vt., uses a snowblower to clear off his driveway after a snowstorm on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            A Vermont Agency of Transportation snow plow clears the snow from Route 9/West Main Street in Wilmington, Vt., as the snow falls on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            Snow covers homes and streets near the John Ball Zoo in Grand Rapids, Mich., Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)
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            Snow covers cars near the John Ball Zoo in Grand Rapids, Mich., Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Neil Blake/The Grand Rapids Press via AP)
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            A bus travels on snow-covered roads in Lowville, N.Y., on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. More snow has been falling on areas that have received feet of it in recent days. (AP Photo/Cara Anna)
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            Lisa Sullivan, owner of Bartley's Book on West Main Street in Wilmington, Vt., clears the snow from the sidewalk in front of her business as the snow falls on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            Dennis and Kathy Tibbetts of Kingston, N.Y., walk down West Main Street in Wilmington, Vt., as the snow falls on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 13

                                    
                                    Dennis and Kathy Tibbetts of Kingston, N.Y., walk down West Main Street in Wilmington, Vt., as the snow falls on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 13 | 
            A Vermont Agency of Transportation snow plow clears the snow from Route 9/West Main Street in Wilmington, Vt., as the snow falls on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder
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            Andrew Weidig, an employee at Dot's in Wilmington, Vt., on West Main Street, shovels the snow from the porch as the snow falls on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            Evan Velez of Brattleboro, Vt., walks down Canal Street as the snow starts to dissipate after a snowstorm on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            John Reed, a volunteer with the Vermont Food Bank, helps pack up after a fresh food distribution site in Brattleboro, Vt., while snow falls on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            Madison Palido, 14, of Brattleboro, Vt., walks to her bus stop after a two-hour delay for the start of school after a snowstorm on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            Dylan Burguard of Brattleboro, Vt., builds a snowman with her 1-year-old son, Braedon Miller, after a snowstorm on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            Hughes Barber of Brattleboro, Vt., uses a snowblower to clear off his driveway after a snowstorm on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            A Vermont Agency of Transportation snow plow clears the snow from Route 9/West Main Street in Wilmington, Vt., as the snow falls on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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                                        Snow squalls -- sudden bursts of heavy snow and gusty winds -- created whiteout conditions in parts of the northeast during a storm that brought even more snow to the Great Lakes region Thursday. Two people died from heart attacks after shoveling snow in upstate New York, officials said. 
The deaths were recorded Wednesday in western New York's Erie County, which has seen steady snowfall since the end of the Thanksgiving holiday weekend, well ahead of when winter officially starts on Dec. 21. Numerous schools in Buffalo and surrounding towns were closed Thursday and vehicle accidents backed up traffic on highways after several inches of snow fell overnight and into the morning. 
In Ohio, travel bans were in place Thursday in the northeast corner of the state along Lake Erie, where up to 5 feet (1.5 meters) of snow was on the ground from storms earlier in the week and more was in the forecast. Part of Pennsylvania along the lake was under a blizzard warning until early Saturday with speed reductions in effect on interstates. Surrounding counties in the region were under lake-effect snow warnings. 

    


Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine declared a state of emergency in four counties ahead of the next round of lake-effect snow, which could bring another foot (30 centimeters) of snow through Friday, according to the National Weather Service.




Crews in Ashtabula, Ohio, along Lake Erie were busy brushing snow off roofs before the next round piles on top. The city's fire chief said the department has responded to more than 100 snow emergencies, including collapsed roofs, downed power lines and trees, and people who needed medical care.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Power outages were starting to rise Thursday. Pennsylvania recorded more than 14,000 out Thursday morning, according to Poweroutage.com, which tracks outages throughout the nation. As the storm made its way to New England, Connecticut saw nearly 11,000 customers without electricity. Farther south, high winds knocked out power to more than 12,000 customers in Virginia. 

    


"All of the outages we're seeing are storm-related, mostly trees down on lines. Our crews are working to make repairs and restore power at numerous locations around the state as quickly and safely as possible," said Eversource spokeswoman Sarah Paduano in Connecticut. 
The storm dumped up to 8 inches (20 centimeters) of snow in parts of northern Connecticut, according to weather service reports. Parts of northwestern Massachusetts saw around 9 inches (about 23 centimeters) of snow.
Slick roads from snowfall overnight into Thursday morning led to dozens of crashes along roads in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. 
Many schools delayed opening or were closed for the day in New England. 
Maine's state government in Augusta didn't open until midmorning, to ensure a safe commute, Gov. Janet Mills said.
"Drive safely, and remember, always give plenty of room to road crews and emergency responders," Mills said in a statement.
___

Associated Press reporters Carolyn Thompson in New York, John Seewer in Ohio, David Collins in Connecticut, Patrick Whittle in Maine, Steve LeBlanc in Massachusetts and Lisa Rathke in Vermont contributed to this story. 
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            UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson was killed Wednesday morning in what investigators suspect was a targeted shooting outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference. (AP video: Ted Shaffrey)
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            Bullets lie on the sidewalk at the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows a man wanted for questioning in connection to the investigation of the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            The UnitedHealthcare headquarters in Minnetonka, Minn., lowered its flags to half-staff on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in honor of CEO Brian Thompson, who was fatally shot outside a hotel in New York. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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                                    UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson was killed Wednesday morning in what investigators suspect was a targeted shooting outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference. (AP video: Ted Shaffrey)
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            Bullets lie on the sidewalk at the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows a man wanted for questioning in connection to the investigation of the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            The UnitedHealthcare headquarters in Minnetonka, Minn., lowered its flags to half-staff on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in honor of CEO Brian Thompson, who was fatally shot outside a hotel in New York. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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    Live Updates: Follow the latest updates on the shooting death of UnitedHealthcare's CEO. 



    


A message left at the scene of an insurance executive's fatal shooting -- "deny," "defend" and "depose" -- echoes a phrase commonly used to describe insurer tactics to avoid paying claims. 
The three words were emblazoned on the ammunition a masked gunman used to kill UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, a law enforcement official told The Associated Press on Thursday. They're similar to the phrase "delay, deny, defend" -- the way some attorneys describe how insurers deny services and payment, and the title of a 2010 book that was highly critical of the industry. 
Police haven't officially commented on the wording or any connection between them and the common phrase. But Thompson's shooting and the messages on the ammunition have sparked outrage on social media and elsewhere, reflecting a deepening frustration Americans have over the cost and complexity of getting care.

    


What does the phrase mean? 
"Delay, deny, defend" has become something of a rallying cry for insurance critics. The terms refer to insurers delaying payment on healthcare claims, denying claims and defending their actions.
"Delay, deny, defend" is also the title of a 2010 book by Jay Feinman that delves into how insurers handle claims.




How does the phrase relate to UnitedHealthcare?
UnitedHealthcare provides coverage for more than 49 million Americans and brought in more than $281 billion in revenue last year as one of the nation's largest health insurers. UnitedHealthcare and its rivals have become frequent targets of criticism from doctors, patients and lawmakers in recent years for denying claims or complicating access to care. 
Critics say insurers are increasingly interfering with even routine care, causing delays that can, in some cases, hurt a patient's chances for recovery or even survival. 

    


What is the criticism of insurers? 
Doctors and patients have become particularly frustrated with prior authorizations, which are requirements that an insurer approve surgery or care before it happens.
UnitedHealthcare was named in an October report detailing how the insurer's prior authorization denial rate for some Medicare Advantage patients has surged in recent years. The report from the U.S. Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations also named rivals Humana and CVS.
Insurers say tactics like prior authorization are needed to limit unnecessary care and help control spiraling medical costs.
Frustrations extend beyond the coverage of care. Expensive breakthrough medications to slow Alzheimer's disease or help with obesity are frequently not covered or have coverage limits.
How do Americans feel about insurers? 
In the U.S. health care system, patients get coverage through a mix of private insurers such as UnitedHealthcare and government-funded programs such as Medicaid and Medicare. That can prove particularly frustrating for doctors and patients because coverage often varies by insurer.
Polls reflect those frustrations with the U.S. health care system in general and insurance companies in particular.
About two-thirds of Americans said health insurance companies deserve "a lot of blame" for high health care costs, according to a KFF poll conducted in February.


    


A 2023 KFF survey of insured adults found that most give their health insurance an overall rating of "excellent" or "good" -- but a majority also said they experienced a problem using their insurance in the previous year. That included denied claims, provider network problems and pre-authorization problems. Nearly half of insured adults with insurance problems said they were unable to resolve them satisfactorily.
____
AP polling editor Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux in Washington contributed to this report.
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            The search for a woman who is believed to have fallen into a sinkhole in western Pennsylvania has become a recovery effort after two treacherous days of digging through mud and rock produced no signs of life, authorities said Wednesday. (AP video: Patrick Aftoora-Orsagos)
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            Kenny Pollard, 75, holds a photo in his home from a vacation that he and his wife, Elizabeth, took to Clearwater Beach, Fla., approximately 10 years ago. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Law enforcement members watch as rescue workers continue to search, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, for Elizabeth Pollard, who is believed to have disappeared in a sinkhole while looking for her cat, in Marguerite, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Rescue workers continue to search, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, for Elizabeth Pollard, who is believed to have disappeared in a sinkhole while looking for her cat, in Marguerite, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Rescue workers continue to search, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, for Elizabeth Pollard, who is believed to have disappeared in a sinkhole while looking for her cat, in Marguerite, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Rescue workers continue to search, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, for Elizabeth Pollard, who is believed to have disappeared in a sinkhole while looking for her cat, in Marguerite, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            A copy of a hand-drawn map used by first responders shows the area of an abandoned coal mine, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, during a news conference in Unity Township, Pa., as emergency personnel search for a woman who is believed to have fallen into a sinkhole in western Pennsylvania. (AP Photo/Patrick Aftoora-Orsagos)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 9 | 
            This Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. image provided by the Pennsylvania State Police shows the top of a sinkhole in the village of Marguerite, Pa., where rescuers were searching for a woman who disappeared. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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            Rescue workers search in a sinkhole for Elizabeth Pollard, who disappeared while looking for her cat, in Marguerite, Pa., Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Rescue workers continue to search, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, for Elizabeth Pollard, who is believed to have disappeared in a sinkhole while looking for her cat, in Marguerite, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            This Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. image provided by the Pennsylvania State Police shows the top of a sinkhole in the village of Marguerite, Pa., where rescuers were searching for a woman who disappeared. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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                                        Digging crews resumed work early Thursday in the effort to locate a woman who authorities fear died after falling into a sinkhole above an abandoned Pennsylvania coal mine.
Fewer than a dozen searchers, including state police and excavator operators, have returned to the spot where 64-year-old Elizabeth Pollard is thought to have plummeted through a freshly opened sinkhole about three days ago.
Authorities said late Wednesday they no longer think they will find Pollard alive. She was last seen Monday evening, searching for her lost cat, Pepper. Her car was discovered some 10 hours later, not far from her house in the village of Marguerite, with her 5-year-old granddaughter inside, unharmed.
Axel Hayes, Pollard's son, was at her house about half a mile (0.8 kilometers) from the sinkhole on Thursday with his father, Kenneth Pollard, still hoping the search will produce good news while bracing for the worst.

    


"We're just trying to hold hopes out," Hayes said in a phone interview. "We're not really sure what to feel right now."
After overnight snowfall left a thin coating on the ground, work crews were maneuvering a bulldozer and crane near the sinkhole. State police on the scene said an update on the search might be provided later in the day. 




Pennsylvania State Police spokesperson Trooper Steve Limani told reporters late Wednesday that work would not continue overnight, as they had seen no signs of life or any other reason to press the dig in ways that could risk harm to rescuers. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Hayes said he understood the decision: "I'd rather not anybody else get hurt."
The hole is located by Monday's Union Restaurant in Marguerite, a Westmoreland County community some 40 miles (65 kilometers) east of Pittsburgh. Pollard's vehicle was found about 20 feet (6 meters) from the sinkhole, which authorities believe may have opened just as Pollard walked over an area of mine subsidence.

Efforts to find her have been frustrated by treacherous conditions for search crews inside the mine, including water and sticky mud, wooden supports that have been in place since the mine was last in operation some 70 years ago, and areas where the roof has caved in.

    


___
Freelance photographer Matt Freed contributed from Unity Township, Pennsylvania. 
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            Daniel Penny arrives to the courthouse in New York, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Daniel Penny leaves a courtroom in New York, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Daniel Penny leaves a courtroom in New York, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The father of the victim at the center of the fatal New York City subway chokehold trial has sued the defendant as a Manhattan jury continues to deliberate the case Thursday.
Jordan Neely 's father, Andre Zachary, filed the suit Wednesday against Marine veteran Daniel Penny in New York Supreme Court.
He accuses the Long Island native of negligence, assault and battery, which led to the death of his unarmed, 30-year-old son on May 1, 2023, on an underground train. 
The then-24-year-old Penny placed Neely in a chokehold for about six minutes after Neely, who was homeless, began shouting and acting erratically on the crowded train.
Zachary is seeking a judgment awarding damages "in a sum which exceeds the jurisdictional limits of all lower Courts which would otherwise have jurisdiction," according to the lawsuit.
Penny's lawyer Steven Raiser dismissed the suit as a distraction.

    


"The timing is unfortunate as Danny is awaiting a verdict from the jury where the potential consequences are far greater than any civil suit could threaten," he said in a statement Thursday, adding that Penny had not yet been served the complaint. "We will not be distracted by this attempt to attack Danny while he is under such tremendous stress." 




Lawyers for Zachary didn't immediately respond to an email seeking comment.
The third day of deliberations began on Thursday with the jury continuing to hear a readout of a city medical examiner's testimony during the monthlong trial. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
They then asked the judge to re-read the criminal definitions of recklessness and negligence in open court and be provided with written copies of the statutes as they headed back into their closed-door discussions.
Jurors have relistened to Dr. Cynthia Harris' testimony about issuing a death certificate for Neely after conducting an autopsy and reviewing the bystander's video and investigative findings.

    


Penny's defense focused, in large part, on challenging the city medical examiner's office's determination that the chokehold killed Neely.
A defense pathologist testified Neely died from using synthetic marijuana, also known as "K2," along with schizophrenia, a genetic condition and his struggle with Penny.
On Wednesday, jurors asked to review the police and bystander video, including the responding officers' body camera videos and police video of Penny's subsequent station house interview with detectives.
Penny has pleaded not guilty to manslaughter and criminally negligent homicide.
Prosecutors say he recklessly squeezed Neely's neck too hard and for too long, but Penny's lawyers maintain his actions were justified in protecting fellow subway riders.
Penny and some passengers recalled Neely had ranted about being willing to die, willing to go jail -- even willing to kill. 
The case has been a flashpoint in long-simmering debates over race relations, public safety, homelessness and mental illness.

Some have cast Penny as a valiant protector while others view the now 26-year-old architecture student as a white vigilante who summarily killed a troubled Black man in need of help.
___
Follow Philip Marcelo at twitter.com/philmarcelo. 
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                                        HEMPHILL, Texas (AP) -- A father has been charged with fatally shooting his son at a home in East Texas after claiming he had mistaken him for an intruder and then later burning his body, authorities said.
Michael C. Howard, 68, who is an attorney in Houston, told investigators he was at a home he owns in Sabine County on Sunday when he accidentally killed his 20-year-old son, Mark Randall Howard, with a shotgun after believing he was an intruder, according to a news release from the Sabine County Sheriff's Office.
Howard did not call the sheriff's office until Monday, after he had taken his son's body to a remote area on his property and placed the body on a wood trash pile and then "cremated" his son, according to the sheriff's office.
Deputies found body parts and bones in the trash pile and sent them to a medical examiner's office.

    


Howard told investigators that the whole thing was a "horrible accident." The news release did not say if Howard indicated why he allegedly burned his son's body after the shooting.
An investigator with the sheriff's office did not immediately return a call seeking comment. The sheriff's office was set to have a news conference later Thursday afternoon with more details about its investigation.

Howard remained jailed in Sabine County after being charged with murder and tampering with evidence. It was not immediately known if Howard had an attorney who could speak on his behalf.
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                    Holiday ornaments adorn the Wall Street side of the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are mostly quiet Thursday, with indexes hanging around their records ahead of a big jobs report due on Friday. The crypto market had much more action, and bitcoin briefly burst to a record above $103,000. 
The S&P 500 was edging up by 0.1% after setting an all-time high for the 56th time this year the day before to improve one of its best years of the millennium. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was down 122 points, or 0.3%, as of 12:17 p.m. Eastern time, while the Nasdaq composite rose 0.2% from its own record set the day before. 
Bitcoin powered above $100,000 the night before, after President-elect Donald Trump chose a crypto advocate, Paul Atkins, as his nominee to head the Securities and Exchange Commission. The cryptocurrency has climbed dramatically from less than $70,000 on Election Day, but it quickly pared back toward $101,000, according to CoinDesk.

    


Sharps swings for bitcoin are nothing new, and they took stocks of companies enmeshed in the crypto world on a similar ride. After rising as much as 9% in early trading, MicroStrategy, a company that's been raising cash just to buy bitcoin, swung to a loss of 2.3%. Crypto exchange Coinbase Global slipped 1.1% after likewise erasing a big early gain. 




Elsewhere on Wall Street, stocks of airlines helped lead the way following the latest bumps up to financial forecasts from carriers.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
American Airlines Group soared 15.3% after saying it's making more in revenue during the last three months of 2024 than it expected, and it will likely make a bigger profit than it had earlier forecast. 
The airline also chose Citi to be its exclusive partner for credit cards that give miles in its loyalty program. That should help its cash coming in from co-branded credit card and other partners grow by about 10% annually. 
Southwest Airlines climbed 4% after saying it's seeing stronger demand from leisure travelers than it expected. It also raised its forecast for revenue for the holiday traveling season. 

    


On the losing end of Wall Street was Synposys, which tumbled 10.4%. The supplier for the semiconductor industry reported better profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected, but it also warned of "continued macro uncertainties" and gave a forecast for revenue in the current quarter that fell short of some analysts' estimates. 
American Eagle Outfitters fell even more, 14%, after the retailer said it's preparing for "potential choppiness" outside of peak selling periods. It was reminiscent of a warning from Foot Locker earlier in the week and raised more concerns about how resilient U.S. shoppers can remain. 
Solid spending by U.S. consumers has been one of the main reasons the U.S. economy has avoided a recession  that earlier seemed inevitable  after the Federal Reserve hiked interest rates to crush inflation. But shoppers are now contending with still-high prices and a slowing job market. 
This week's highlight for Wall Street will be Friday's jobs report from the U.S. government, which will show how many people employers hired and fired last month. A report on Thursday said the number of U.S. workers applying for unemployment benefits rose last week but remains at historically healthy levels.

    


Expectations are high that the Fed will cut its main interest rate again when it meets in two weeks. The Fed began easing its main interest rate  from a two-decade high in September, hoping to offer more support for the job market. 
In the bond market, the yield on the 10-year Treasury edged up to 4.20% from 4.18% late Wednesday.
In stock markets abroad, indexes were mostly calm in Europe after far-right and left-wing lawmakers in France joined together to vote on a no-confidence motion prompted by budget disputes that will force Prime Minister Michel Barnier and his Cabinet to resign. The CAC 40 index in Paris added 0.4%. 

In South Korea, the Kospi fell 0.9% to compound its 1.4% decline from the day before. President Yoon Suk Yeol was facing possible impeachment after he suddenly declared martial law  on Tuesday night. He revoked the martial law declaration six hours later. 
Crude oil prices held steady after eight members of the OPEC+ alliance of oil exporting countries decided to put off increasing oil production. 
___
AP Business Writers Yuri Kageyama and Matt Ott contrributed. 
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                    FILE - LaToya Ratlieff looks at a photograph of herself in Lauderhill, Fla., Friday, on June 12, 2020. Ratlieff was hit in the face by a police officer's rubber bullet during a Fort Lauderdale protest over the death of George Floyd on May 31. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)
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                                        FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) -- A protester who suffered eye damage when a rubber bullet fired by Fort Lauderdale police struck her in the face during a 2020 protest over George Floyd's murder has received $2 million from the city to settle a federal lawsuit accusing the officer and the department of violating her civil rights, her attorneys announced. 
LaToya Ratlieff, 38, was injured on May 31, 2020, when Detective Eliezer Ramos fired the rubber bullet into a Black Lives Matter protest, one of several that erupted in the country over Floyd's videotaped slaying six days earlier by a Minneapolis police officer who knelt on his neck for at least nine minutes.
A bystander's video shows Ratlieff was struck as she choked on tear gas that had been fired by officers and stumbled into a street. She suffered a broken right eye socket, nerve damage to that eye and a 20-stitch gash to her forehead that left a scar. She also suffers from migraines and mental trauma. 

    


"There were moments when, both mentally and physically, I was ready to give up. But I tried to focus on the fact that this was important, not just for me, but for everyone who seeks to use their voice to create meaningful change," Ratlieff said in a statement issued Wednesday. "While the financial settlement is important for the City to know that it cannot sweep these injustices under the rug, the corrective requirements will make sure that what happened to me must never happen to anyone else." 


The city said in a statement that it "remains committed to ensuring public safety and fostering trust" and that the settlement was "the best financial decision" because taking the case to trial risked additional costs. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This decision allows us to move forward, focusing on the significant reforms already implemented in police practices, including changes to leadership, training and engagement protocols," the statement says. 

    


The round that struck Ratlieff was made of collapsible, hollow foam that is typically filled with a chemical irritant. According to its manufacturer, it is about the size of a golf ball, weighs slightly less and has an initial velocity of 200 mph (320 kph). The rounds are supposed to be aimed at the legs and buttocks as they can be lethal if they hit the head or chest. 
A police department investigation cleared Ramos of wrongdoing, saying he was aiming at a man who had thrown a tear gas canister back at officers when Ratlieff walked into his line of fire. The department's then-interim chief also issued an apology to Ratlieff. 

The police investigation put the blame for the violence on some of the protesters, saying they had come to the city looking to start a confrontation with officers. Some bottles and rocks were thrown at officers -- but Ratlieff's attorneys say that only began after an officer pushed a kneeling woman to the ground.
 A federal class-action lawsuit against the city and police department by others injured at the protest is awaiting trial. 
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                                        California prisons are no longer withholding money they are supposed to give people at the time of their release, according to a California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation memo obtained by CalMatters. 
The policy change is meant to ensure that thousands of people leaving California prisons will receive their full $200 "gate money" allowance that they are entitled to under a 51-year-old state law. The stipend is intended to help people cover basic necessities in their initial days of freedom.
The new directive follows the filing of a class-action lawsuit and a recent legislative order mandating the department to stop withholding cash from formerly incarcerated people. 
The corrections department didn't hide the fact that it deducted money from release allowances. According to its regulations, the agency did so if someone did not have dress-out clothes or arrangements for transportation.

    


"We're frustrated and disappointed that it took a lawsuit being filed to change an unlawful Department of Corrections' policy, which should have been in compliance with the law from the very beginning," said Chesa Boudin, one of the lead attorneys of the class-action lawsuit. 




The class-action lawsuit filed in September by UC Berkeley's Criminal Law & Justice Center and the law firm Edelson PC alleged that the agency illegally docked fees from over a million people since 1994. According to the lawsuit, the department "routinely withholds some or all of the funds based on eligibility criteria of its own making, criteria that violate the plain language of the law."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
At the urging of criminal justice advocacy groups, Gov. Gavin Newsom signed a government funding bill on Sept. 30 that gave the department an additional $1.8 million for clothing and transportation costs for the next year.
According to corrections spokesperson Mary Xjimenez, the department changed its policy to comply with the new budget appropriation.

    


"Effective immediately," stated a memo to top prison officials on the day Newsom signed the bill, "cost for clothing and transportation vouchers provided at the time of release will no longer be deducted from the release allowance."
Xjimenez wrote in an email to CalMatters that it is "a lasting policy that will be funded by future budget appropriations." The department is in the process of revising its regulations to reflect the change.
"CDCR understands how critical the first few days of a person's release are for a successful reentry," she wrote. 
According to a 2008 report by the Stanford Criminal Justice Center, the first 72 hours after someone is released from prison are paramount to the success of their long-term reentry. The lawsuit describes the release funds as a "critical lifeline" and "small but vital aid."
Boudin said the change in policy is an achievement for the class-action lawsuit, which aims to ensure that the corrections department ends its withholding of allowances and follows state law. But it falls short of addressing the other component of the lawsuit, which seeks retroactive payments for those who had gate money funds deducted -- or were denied entirely. 

    


That includes people like John Vaesau, one of the lawsuit's lead plaintiffs, who didn't receive any of his gate money when he was released from Folsom State Prison in June 2023.
"Right now, (the corrections department is) just trying to throw bits and pieces at it, thinking they can fix a crumbling house," Vaesau said. "We don't want them to think they got away with anything. We want them to at least pay for what they got coming, not only for us but for everybody who came before us and after us."
In an attempt to limit the size of the class-action lawsuit, attorneys representing the corrections department pushed back in Alameda County Superior Court filings, stating that "(the agency) has an affirmative defense under the statute of limitations." Claims that the agency "failed to pay the appropriate amount of gate money" prior to July 14, 2021, they argued, "is untimely." 
But those who filed the lawsuit remain optimistic that the court will side with them. 

"We are absolutely confident that our core legal claims about the illegality of the Department of Corrections' long-standing policy will prevail," Boudin said. 
___
This story was originally published by CalMatters and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- A passenger on a Florida-bound Greyhound bus was shot and killed by police after running onto a major freeway in Atlanta while armed with a knife, authorities said.
The shooting happened shortly after 1 a.m. Thursday on Interstate 75 south of downtown Atlanta. Police said officers were initially responding to a call reporting a person stabbed on a Greyhound bus.
Officers made repeated attempts to disarm the man, but he continued to walk into the path of cars and trucks in the southbound lanes of the interstate, police said.
"What then played out was a protracted effort to de-escalate the situation," Atlanta Police Chief Darin Schierbaum said at a Thursday briefing. Officers used verbal commands and tried to also use stun guns and pepper spray, he said.
The man ignored orders to drop the knife, Schierbaum said. He then "moved towards officers aggressively," police said in the statement. Five officers then opened fire, and the man was later pronounced dead at Grady Memorial Hospital, police said. He was identified by police only as a 39-year-old white man who had boarded the bus in Atlanta and had just gotten off the bus when officers encountered him.

    


Arriving officers found that a passenger on the bus had been stabbed in the hand but was able to continue on the Greyhound journey to Florida after officers had conducted interviews with passengers, Schierbaum said. Passengers also shared with police cellphone videos they had taken of the man, he said.




No officers were injured, nor were any drivers on the freeway, police said.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This is never the outcome the Atlanta Police Department wants," Schierbaum said. "We want there to be safe and peaceful resolutions to all these encounters, and I think the actions of the officers from the time they were dispatched until weapons had to be discharged shows that this was not their desire either."
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                    FILE - New York Attorney General Letitia James speaks during a news conference, in New York, June 11, 2019. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When SmileDirectClub shut down a year ago, scores of existing customers of the teeth-straightening company were left in limbo. Now, tens of thousands are set to get some relief.
New York Attorney General Letitia James has announced that her office recovered $4.8 million to distribute nationwide to more than 28,000 consumers. SmileDirectClub illegally charged those customers after it ceased operations, James said.
"Dental care is expensive and SmileDirectClub promised customers that they would provide affordable, quality care without the price tag, but instead, they extracted thousands of dollars from hardworking people," James said in a prepared statement Monday. "Today, we are putting money back into people's pockets who were cheated."
SmileDirectClub, once a publicly traded company known for selling clear dental aligners, shut its doors in December 2023 -- just months after filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. In an abrupt move, the company canceled outstanding orders and announced that its "Lifetime Smile Guarantee" would no longer exist. At the time, SmileDirectClub also said that "SmilePay" customers were expected to continue payments, causing confusion and frustration.

    


According to James' announcement, the majority of customers paid for their aligner treatments through the "SmilePay" program, which generally totaled more than $2,500 between an up-front payment and following installments.




After the company folded in December 2023, James' office said it received complaints from New York consumers who were told to keep paying monthly installments, despite no longer receiving treatment in return -- and that it soon sent SmileDirectClub a cease-and-desist letter.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In response, SmileDirectClub directed her office to HPS Investment Partners, the agent of the company's secured lenders, and SmilePay service provider Healthcare Finance Direct. The company also revised its online FAQ to remove the note about continuing payments, and instead direct customers' further questions to HFD.

    


Monday's settlement agreement means that impacted consumers should soon see some relief, either in the form of "a partial or full refund of their installment payments or a reduction of their future payment obligations," according to HFD's website.
If you're eligible, the amount of money you'll get will depend on several factors. Those include the date when you first received aligners from SmileDirectClub, if your services had begun yet, as well as how much of your treatment plan was completed at the time the company ceased operations, and the outstanding balances on your account.
And not all refunds will come in the form of a settlement check. Compensation will first be applied to the outstanding balance on your account -- meaning that future payments, while reduced, may still remain for those who were farther along in their treatment. But consumers eligible for a refund that exceeds their outstanding account balance will see that excess amount sent back to a bank account, debit card or credit card on file. If that's unsuccessful, HFD notes, a check will be mailed out.

    


How many people end up registering for the settlement is also a factor. Total compensation plan is capped at $4.8 million, so it's possible refunds could be slightly below or above initial estimates once all requests are in.
A portion of these refunds will be automatic, but other customers will only be available to submit a request to HFD directly. The deadline to submit that request is March 11, 2025. While eligible consumers will likely be contacted by HFD via email, more information can be found of the service provider's official website.
Before shutting its doors, SmileDirectClub served over 2 million people since its 2014 founding. The company once promised to revolutionize the oral-care industry by selling clear dental aligners, via mail and in major retailers, that were marketed as a faster and more affordable alternative to braces.
Still, the company later proved to be unprofitable year after year. By the time SmileDirectClub filed for bankruptcy in September 2023, it reported nearly $900 million in debt. 


    


And beyond financial woes, dental associations around the world have also continued to urge caution or express opposition to direct-to-consumer aligners -- what some call "DIY" dentistry -- citing risks around services that don't require in-person visits to a dentist or orthodontist. That resulted in ample criticism around SmileDirectClub, particularly after customers saw treatments discontinued last year, although other companies still provide similar direct-to-consumer aligners today.
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On its way out, the Biden administration renews a push for airline-consumer protections
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                    A traveler walks to his gate at Miami International Airport, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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                                        The Biden administration said Thursday it will take steps toward requiring airlines to pay cash compensation and cover lodging and meals for passengers who are stranded when an airline causes flights to be canceled or changed.
Such a rule would go far beyond the current requirement for airlines to pay ticket refunds. It would make U.S. policy more closely resemble airline consumer protections in Europe.
But with less than seven weeks until President Joe Biden leaves office, the fate of additional regulations on airlines will be left in the hands of President-elect Donald Trump's administration.
The industry trade group Airlines for America said the Biden administration's proposal would drive up ticket prices.
"In this highly competitive industry, carriers don't need further incentive to provide quality service," the group said in a statement. "This proposal is simply one in a long string of ill-conceived and rushed rules from an administration intent on reregulating the U.S. airline industry."

    


Biden's Transportation Department said it will seek public comment on requiring airlines to pay cash compensation -- starting at $200 -- when a flight is canceled or significantly delayed because of a mechanical problem with the plane or an airline computer outage.




Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said his department is considering new passenger protections at this late date because air travel is breaking records.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Transportation Department runs an online "dashboard" that lists each airline's promise around customer service when they cause flights to be canceled or severely late. However, passengers must usually ask for help at the airport, and airline promises don't carry the weight of federal rules.
The department said it is considering cash compensation that could go as high as $775 for delays of nine hours or more. The agency is considering letting small airlines pay less compensation than large ones. 

    


The proposal will likely include free rebooking on the next available flight, possibly on another airline, and meals and lodging when passengers are stranded overnight. Many of the largest U.S. airlines already promise that kind of help when a delay or cancellation is their fault.
The administration will seek public comment on how to distinguish cancellations or delays that are within an airline's control with those that are not.
Buttigieg said Thursday that a compensation rule would discourage airlines from causing delays and make them take care of passengers when problems occur.
Buttigieg said on MSNBC that protections for airline consumers enjoy bipartisan support in Congress -- that was on display this week during a Senate hearing on airline fees -- and that Trump campaigned on populist themes.

"One important test of that will be to see if the next administration follows through on what we have initiated and maintains the rules that we have created and the enforcement practices that we have created to hold airlines accountable," he said. 
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                    FILE - A display of clothes is organized at a retail store on Nov. 25, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- About half of working women reported feeling stressed "a lot of the day," compared to about 4 in 10 men, according to a Gallup report published this week. 
The report suggests that competing demands of work and home comprise part of the problem: working women who are parents or guardians are more likely than men who are parents to say they have declined or delayed a promotion at work because of personal or family obligations, and mothers are more likely than fathers to "strongly agree" that they are the default responders for unexpected child care issues.
And 17% of women overall report having to address personal or family responsibilities at work "daily" or "several times a day," compared with 11% of men overall. 
"There's been much attention and discussion about promoting women's well-being and helping women succeed as leaders in the workplace. But at the same time, we're seeing record levels of stress, of worry, of burnout for women," said Gallup managing director Ilana Ron Levey at an event on Wednesday presenting the research findings, which were based on four separate surveys of nearly 20,000 adults working full time or part time, conducted between February 2023 and October 2024.

    


But changing workplace culture and prioritizing well-being can improve the problem, according to Karen Guggenheim, creator of the World Happiness Summit and CEO of WOHASU, the organizing body behind the event and other well-being initiatives.


"Why do we have to choose? Why are we creating environments where people have to make a choice between being the most amazing parent, partner, friend, daughter, sister, whatever, and also thriving at work?" she said, adding: "Investing in women well-being isn't just good business - it's a blueprint for societal progress."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The survey, which also found that working mothers are nearly twice as likely to say they have considered reducing their hours or leaving their job altogether because of child care issues compared to working fathers, also highlights the fallout of the country's child care crisis weeks ahead of the start of President-elect Donald Trump's second administration. 

    


Trump has said that child care is "something you have to have in this country" and suggested that his plans to tax imports from foreign nations at higher levels would cover the cost of child care reform, although his campaign website does not mention the issue among the administration's priorities. Vice President-elect JD Vance has criticized efforts by the Biden administration to control rising costs in child care centers, arguing that doing so encourages parents to go back to work and neglects those who prefer to care for their children at home.
Regarding prohibitively high child care costs --- which can exceed the cost of rent for some families, according to a Department of Labor report published last month -- Vance suggested parents should lean more on family members for care.
But juggling work and family responsibilities can be draining for both men and women, who are about as likely to report thinking about work during personal time, the Gallup report found.

    


Yet researchers also found that employers can significantly improve well-being by supporting work-life balance: Women who say they are able to maintain a healthy balance between work and personal commitments are more likely to be engaged at work, and less likely to be actively looking for a new job, the report says.
Organizations can take action by establishing informed policies, programs and resources, positioning managers to be the support system employees need, and prioritizing a culture of well-being, explained Kristin Barry, director of hiring analytics at Gallup.
And with women comprising nearly half of the workforce and the narrowest workforce participation gender gap in U.S. history, "turning a blind eye to this challenge women are facing means we are not going to accomplish our goals," Barry said.
___

The Associated Press' women in the workforce and state government coverage receives financial support from Pivotal Ventures. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    A help wanted sign is displayed at a restaurant in Chicago, Ill., Monday, Nov. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                        The number of Americans applying for unemployment benefits rose last week but remains at historically healthy levels.
Jobless claim applications rose by 9,000 to 224,000 for the week of Nov. 30, the Labor Department reported Thursday. That's more than the 214,000 analysts were forecasting.
Continuing claims, the total number of Americans collecting jobless benefits, fell by 25,000 to 1.87 million for the week of Nov. 23. That's down from the three-year high levels it had been at the past few weeks.
The four-week average of weekly claims, which quiets some of the weekly volatility, rose by 750 to 218,250.
Weekly applications for jobless benefits are considered a proxy for U.S. layoffs.
While the job markets has shown some softening recently, it remains healthy and has exceeded most expectations considering that interest rates have been elevated in recent years. The Federal Reserve jacked up rates in 2022 and into 2023 in an attempt to squelch the sky-high inflation that developed when the U.S. economy rebounded from the brief but sharp pandemic recession.

    


The Fed has cut its benchmark rate at its last two meetings in response to receding inflation, which has fallen close to the U.S. central bank's 2% target.




Earlier this week, the government reported that U.S. job openings rebounded to 7.7 million in October from a 3 1/2 year low of 7.4 million in September, a sign that businesses are still seeking workers even though hiring has cooled.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In October, U.S. employers added a paltry 12,000 jobs, a total that economists say was crimped by the effects of strikes and hurricanes that left many workers temporarily off payrolls.

Analysts forecast that the government will report on Friday that U.S. employers added 215,000 jobs in November, a healthy figure more in line with recent months.
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                    Volunteer Victoria Vasquez, 70, of Providence, R.I., center, supervises one-and-a-half year olds Scarlett Thomas, left, and Liam Echevarria Gaytan, right, in an early childcare program at Federal Hill House, Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2024, in Providence, R.I. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. donors gave $3.6 billion on Tuesday, an increase from the past two years, according to estimates from the nonprofit GivingTuesday. 
The Tuesday after Thanksgiving, now known as GivingTuesday, has become a major day for nonprofits to fundraise and otherwise engage their supporters each year, since the 92nd St Y in New York started it as a hashtag in 2012. GivingTuesday has since become an independent nonprofit that connects a worldwide network of leaders and organizations who promote giving in their communities. 
"This just really shows the generosity, the willingness of American citizens to show up, particularly collectively," said Asha Curran, CEO of the nonprofit GivingTuesday. "We are just seeing the power of collective action and particularly collective giving over and over and over again."
The amount donated this year represents a 16% increase compared to 2023, or an 11.9% increase when adjusted for inflation. 

    


This year, about 18.5 million people donated to nonprofits and another 9.2 million people volunteered, according to GivingTuesday's estimates. Both the number of donors and the number of volunteers increased by 4% from the group's 2023 estimates.




"For us, it's not just about the number of dollars," Curran said. "It's about the number of people who feel like they have agency over the way their communities progress forward into the future." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The nonprofit GivingTuesday estimates the amount of money and goods donated and the number of participants using data from donor management software companies, donation platforms, payment processors and donor-advised funds. Curran said they are purposely conservative in their calculations. 
Nonprofits in the U.S. raised $3.1 billion in both 2022 and 2023 on GivingTuesday. That mirrored larger giving trends where the overall amount of donations dropped in 2022 and mostly held steady in 2023 after accounting for inflation.

    


It's never easy to predict current giving trends, but Una Osili, associate dean at the Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, said there were economic forces pushing in both directions.
"At the very same time, there's a lot of uncertainty, especially around prices, the cost of living, the supermarket toll that people are expecting to continue even though inflation has moderated," she said. 
Donating or volunteering with nonprofits aren't the only ways people participate in their communities. Many give to crowdfunding campaigns, political causes or support people directly in their networks. But tracking charitable donations is one way that researchers use to understand people's civic engagement.
"This country is undeniably in a lot of pain and very divided right now," Curran said. "And so to have a day that felt as hopeful and as optimistic as yesterday did, I'm sure was not only comforting to me, but to many, many millions of people."
___

Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and nonprofits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.
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                    FILE - Two Waymo driverless taxis stop before passing one another on a San Francisco street on Feb. 15, 2023. (AP Photo/Terry Chea, File)
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                                        Waymo is gearing up to bring its robotaxi service to Miami which will accelerate an expansion that's been happening while its hobbled rivals remain in its rearview mirror.
As part of the road map unfurled Thursday, Waymo plans to begin testing its driverless Jaguars in Miami next year, giving the robotaxis time to learn their way around Florida's biggest city before they start charging for rides in 2026. The move comes less than a month after Waymo opened up its robotaxi service to anyone looking for a ride in an 80-square-mile (129-square-kilometer) expanse in Los Angeles, extending its reach beyond its two major markets in Phoenix and San Francisco.
Waymo also has plans to launch fleets in Atlanta and Austin next year as part of a partnership with the ride-hailing leader Uber.
The growth spurred Waymo to team up with fleet management service Moove to oversee maintenance of its robotaxis in Phoenix, where it now operates about 200 vehicles. Moove also will help manage the company's robotaxis in Miami.

    


The steady expansion into new markets is starting to fulfill what once seemed like a fantastical dream when Google began a secret self-driving car project dubbed "Chauffeur" in 2009 that ultimately spun off as Waymo in 2016.




Although Waymo is still piling up substantial losses under its corporate parent Alphabet Inc., the service now provides more than 150,000 weekly trips without any history of catastrophic traffic accidents. That track record has increased confidence that Waymo will be able to continue to steer its robotaxis into more markets and eventually produce a steady stream of profits -- an expectation that helped it recently raise $5.6 billion from Alphabet and a list of other major investors. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Meanwhile, robotaxi rival Cruise is still trying to recover from a grisly accident last year that culminated in one of its driverless cars in San Francisco dragging a jaywalking pedestrian who had been struck by a different car driven by a human. California regulators suspended Cruise's license in the aftermath and its once-ambitious expansion plans have been scaled back by its corporate parent, automaker General Motors.

Having periodically promised a fleet of Tesla robotaxis for nearly a decade, Tesla CEO Elon Musk renewed the pledge again in October when he predicted the electric carmaker's "Cybercabs" will be on U.S. roads in 2026.
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                    FILE - A doctor performs an ultrasound scan on a pregnant woman on Aug. 7, 2018, at a hospital in Chicago. (AP Photo/Teresa Crawford, File)
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                                        Efforts to reduce the nation's persistently high maternal mortality rates involve state panels of experts that investigate and learn from each mother's death.
The panels -- called maternal mortality review committees -- usually do their work quietly and out of the public eye. But that's not been the case recently in three states with strict abortion laws. 
Georgia dismissed all members of its committee in November after information about deaths being reviewed leaked to the news organization ProPublica. Days later, The Washington Post reported that Texas' committee won't review cases from 2022 and 2023, the first two years after the state banned nearly all abortions. In Idaho, the state let its panel disband in 2023 only to reinstate it earlier this year.
"They've become more of a lightning rod than they were before," said epidemiologist Michael Kramer, director of the Center for Rural Health and Health Disparities at Mercer University in Georgia.
Here's what maternal mortality review committees across the nation do and what might happen next: 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
What are they?
"Maternal mortality review committees are important because they are the most comprehensive source of information about maternal mortality that we have," said David Goodman, who leads the maternal mortality prevention team at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The panels review deaths that occur during pregnancy or within a year after it ends, whether directly related to the pregnancy or not. Causes of death can range from hemorrhage during childbirth to drug overdoses to traffic accidents.
The goal, Kramer said, is to examine maternal deaths and help "decide what we can do about them."
All states, a few cities and Puerto Rico have these committees. Their membership varies and may include OB-GYNs, maternal-fetal medicine doctors, nurses, midwives, mental and public health experts and members of patient advocacy groups. Most have representatives from several areas of expertise, which the CDC recommends.

    


How members are selected also varies; people may apply, submit letters of interest or be invited to serve.
The selection shouldn't be politically motivated, Kramer said, because "if there's a systematic exclusion of certain data or certain perspectives" it's difficult to truly understand what's happening.
How do they look at deaths?
First, the panels work with state vital statistics offices and epidemiologists to identify deaths associated with pregnancy by examining death certificates and looking for a pregnancy checkbox or a related cause of death. They may also search for links to birth and fetal death records, or delve into hospital discharge data, media reports and obituaries. 
Once they identify cases, they collect as much information as possible, such as prenatal care records, hospital and social service records, autopsy reports and interviews with family members. Professional "abstractors" distill all this into case narratives, which committee members pore over. Most use a standardized review process developed by the CDC -- and all panels can get help and guidance from the agency.

    


They consider questions such as: Was the death pregnancy-related? What was the underlying cause? Was it preventable? What factors contributed? 
States generally have privacy rules that protect committee members and people who provide information on the deaths. 
The groups then issue public reports that don't name moms or hospitals but include overall findings, trends and recommendations. Some come out a couple of years or more after the deaths. 
Across the nation in 2023, Goodman said, 151 recommendations from those reports were implemented by communities, hospitals, medical professionals and policymakers. 
What about Georgia, Texas and Idaho?
Georgia will rebuild its committee through a new application process, the state public health commissioner said.
Texas' committee has been reviewing 2021 deaths and will start on 2024 cases at its next meeting, Texas Department of State Health Services spokesperson Lara Anton said in an email to The Associated Press. 
"Reviewing cases is a lengthy process and legislators have asked for more recent data. Starting the next review cycle with 2024 cases will allow us to provide that in the next report," Anton said, adding that maternal and child health epidemiologists will continue to analyze and publish data for 2022 and 2023. 

    


In Idaho, the reconstituted review committee now falls under the state board of medicine, which licenses doctors, instead of the state's health and welfare department. It will operate like it always has, said Bob McLaughlin, spokesperson for the medical board. Members met for the first time in November and plan to issue a report by Jan. 31. Because the legislature wanted the most up-to-date information, McLaughlin said the first report will cover only 2023 cases, and the group will review 2022 deaths next. 
Goodman said he's encouraged that every state has a review committee now -- only 20 had them in 2015. 
___
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This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/maternal-mortality-cdc-abortion-georgia-texas-idaho-10dae96d52503709f4beb698a3f12db5



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Wall Street parties like it's 1998 as AI fuels gains unmatched since dot-com era | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Wall Street parties like it's 1998 as AI fuels gains unmatched since dot-com era

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


        

        
        
            
                    FILE - American flags hang from the front the New York Stock Exchange, right, on April 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The S&P 500 is on track to close 2024 with a gain of nearly 27%, after setting 50 record highs this year. That's on top of its 24.2% spurt the year before, a spectacular two-year run unmatched since the dot-com boom. 
This time around, it's not dot-com stocks boosting the market but skyrocketing prices for companies in the artificial-intelligence business. Nvidia, for example, has more than doubled in value after surging over three times in 2023 because its chips are powering much of the move into AI. Super Micro Computer, which makes servers used in AI and other computing, has jumped nearly 48% this year after more than tripling last year. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The economy, meanwhile, isn't far removed from its last recession, which struck with the COVID-19 pandemic. But perhaps more importantly, it's so far avoided a recession that many on Wall Street worried was inevitable after the Federal Reserve hiked its main interest rate to a two-decade high in hopes of slowing the economy to beat high inflation. 

    


So what happened to stocks after that fantastic two-year run in 1998? The market rose again in 1999, by 19.5%, as the economy kept growing and the dot-com bubble inflated. 




Many voices on Wall Street say the stock market could keep rising in 2025 too, though likely not to the same degree. 
The economy is still growing, and the Federal Reserve appears set to keep cutting interest rates to make things easier. That has Jason Draho, head of asset allocation, Americas, at UBS Global Wealth Management, forecasting the S&P 500 could end 2025 at 6,600, for example. That would be a roughly 9% rise from Monday's close. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But similar winning streaks have also come to a sudden end in the past, like after 1999. The S&P 500 ended up peaking in early 2000 before falling for several years as the dot-com bubble deflated and the economy fell into its 2001 recession. 

    


Like then, critics this time around are calling the stock market too expensive after prices climbed faster than companies' profits. Plus, the S&P 500 hasn't experienced a drawdown of at least 10% this year, and such "corrections" tend to happen every couple of years. 
Anthony Saglimbene, chief market strategist at Ameriprise, urges caution. 

"At the end of the day, there's just too much optimism and not enough recognition of what could derail stock momentum for rational investors not to pump the brakes a bit," Saglimbene said.
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                    FILE- This undated file photo shows Fabio Ochoa Vasquez. (AP Photo/File)
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- One of Colombia's legendary drug lords and a key operator of the Medellin cocaine cartel has been released from a U.S. prison and is expected to be deported back home.
Records from the U.S. Bureau of Prisons show Fabio Ochoa Vasquez was released Tuesday after completing 25 years of a 30-year prison sentence.
Ochoa, 67, and his older brothers amassed a fortune when cocaine started flooding the U.S. in the late 1970s and early 1980s, according to U.S. authorities, to the point that in 1987 they were included in the Forbes Magazine's list of billionaires. Living in Miami, Ochoa ran a distribution center for the cocaine cartel once headed by Pablo Escobar.
Although somewhat faded from memory as the center of the drug trade shifted from Colombia to Mexico, he resurfaced in the hit Netflix series "Narcos" true to form as the youngest son of an elite Medellin family into ranching and horse breeding that cut a sharp contrast with Escobar, who came from more humble roots.

    


Ochoa was first indicted in the U.S. for his alleged role in the 1986 killing of Drug Enforcement Administration informant Barry Seal -- whose life was popularized in the 2017 film "American Made" starring Tom Cruise.




He was initially arrested in 1990 in Colombia under a government program promising drug kingpins would not be extradited to the U.S. At the time, he was on the U.S. list of the "Dozen Most Wanted" Colombia drug lords.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ochoa was arrested again and extradited to the U.S. in 2001 in response to an indictment in Miami naming him and more than 40 people as part of a drug smuggling conspiracy. Of those, Ochoa was the only one who opted to go to trial, resulting in his conviction and the 30-year sentence. The other defendants got much lighter prison terms because most of them cooperated with the government.
Richard Gregorie, a retired assistant U.S. attorney who was on the prosecution team that convicted Ochoa, said authorities were never able to seize all of the Ochoa family's illicit drug proceeds and he expects that Ochoa will have a welcome return home.

    


"He won't be retiring a poor man, that's for sure," Gregorie told The Associated Press.
Richard Klugh, a Miami-based attorney for Ochoa, declined to comment. 

But in years of litigation, he argued unsuccessfully that his client deserved to be released early because his sentence far exceeded what was appropriate for the amount of seized cocaine that authorities could attribute to Ochoa.
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                    Witnesses have spotted a cluster of what appear to be drones -- larger than those typically used by hobbyists -- as well as a possible fixed-wing aircraft flying in several areas along the Raritan River in New Jersey since Nov. 18. The FBI is investigating.
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