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        BEIJING - Chinese researchers say they have developed a material that quickly changes colour at a molecular level based on the surrounding light, creating a new form of camouflage that could help people blend into their environments --- much like a chameleon.
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									Muhammad most popular boys' baby name in England

									Celebrity names popular for girls and boys, royal names falling out of favour
								

								LONDON - Muhammad was the most popular name given to baby boys in England and Wales in 2023, ousting Noah to take the top spot, official figures showed on Thursday.
								The Arabic name, which means "praiseworthy" or "commendable", had been among the 10 most popular names since 2016 and was in second place in 2022, according to the annual list produced by the Office for National Statistics.

There are many spellings for Muhammad but the Office counts them all separately. Had it combined them, the name would have topped the table before 2023.

Oliver replaced George as the third most popular name behind Muhammad and Noah.

For baby girls, the top three most popular names in 2023 -- Olivia, Amelia and Isla -- were unchanged from the previous year.

New entries to the top 100 list for girls include Lilah, Raya and Hazel, while Jax, Enzo and Bodhi made it into the top 100 for boys.

The ONS said the world of celebrity appeared to have influenced the increased popularity of some names, citing babies named Reign and Saint after those from the Kardashian-Jenner family, and a rise in those sharing the names of pop musicians such as Billie Eilish.

However, it said that royal names were less popular in 2023 -- a decline that forms part of an ongoing trend.

George, Archie, Harry and Charlotte have all become less popular in recent years, as have Elizabeth and Charles.
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                  Thais nationwide make merit on late king's birthday                

                Father's Day also celebrated as people pay tribute to King Rama IX
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                                Thai people across the country made merit and paid their respects on Thursday to the memory of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej the Great on his birthday, which is also National Father's Day.
In Bangkok, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra led representatives of the public and private sectors to give alms to 189 Buddhist monks at Sanam Luang on Thursday morning.

The ceremony was attended by representatives of the Privy Council, Senate, Supreme Court, cabinet, independent and constitutional organisations, Royal Thai Armed Forces, Royal Thai Police and other government and private agencies.

[image: Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra presides over a ceremony to lay floral wreaths at the statue of at the statue of the late king at King Rama IX Memorial Park in Dusit district, Bangkok. (Photo: Government House)]
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra presides over a ceremony to lay floral wreaths at the statue of the late monarch at King Rama IX Memorial Park in Dusit district of Bangkok. (Photo: Government House)



Ms Paetongtarn then presided over a ceremony to lay floral wreaths at the statue of the late king at King Rama IX Memorial Park in Dusit district.

In Hat Yai, thousands of yellow-clad people gathered at the Na Khuan drainage gate, which is at the mouth of the Bhuminathdamri canal. They were paying their respects to the late monarch for his initiative to dig the canal to protect Hat Yai from massive floods.

During the recent flooding that has severely affected provinces across the South, economic zones in inner areas of Hat Yai were spared. And while high water levels were seen outside the city, the drainage canal quickly drained floodwaters into Songkhla Lake.

Local residents also took part in collecting garbage and clean-up activities in Hat Yai to pay tribute to the late king.

In Phuket and other provinces across the country, members of the public and local officials gave alms to Buddhist monks to make merit for HM King Bhumibol.

[image: People in Khon Kaen give alms to Buddhist monks and novices at a commemoration ceremony held in Khon Kaen on Thursday (Photo: Chakrapan Natanri)]
People in Khon Kaen give alms to Buddhist monks and novices at a commemoration ceremony held in Khon Kaen on Thursday (Photo: Chakrapan Natanri)



[image: Officials and local residents give alms to Buddhist monks in Phuket to make merit for the late king. (Photo: Achadthaya Chuenniran)]
Officials and local residents give alms to Buddhist monks in Phuket to make merit for the late king. (Photo: Achadthaya Chuenniran)
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                  Malaysian ex-PM Najib renews home detention bid                

                Lawyers say they have proof former king signed order alongside sentence reduction
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                                KUALA LUMPUR - Jailed former Malaysian prime minister Najib Razak on Thursday mounted a fresh legal bid to serve his remaining prison sentence under house arrest, though court proceedings were cut short to allow prosecutors time to review new evidence.
Najib is appealing a lower court decision in July that rejected his request for the government to confirm the existence of and execute a royal order entitling him to serve the remainder of his jail term at home.

He maintains that an "addendum order" was issued by Malaysia's former king alongside a pardons board decision made public in February to halve his prison sentence for graft in the multibillion-dollar 1MDB scandal from 12 years to six.

It is unclear if the document exists and there has been no comment from former king Al-Sultan Abdullah, whose reign ended in January. Malaysia has a unique system of monarchy in which the country's nine sultans take turns to be king every five years. The king chairs the pardons board.

Najib's lawyer, Muhammad Shafee Abdullah, said the ex-premier's son filed an affidavit on Tuesday affirming he had received a copy of the addendum from Al-Sultan Abdullah's royal household in Pahang state.

Muhammad Shafee declined to disclose the contents of the document citing a protective order, but said it confirmed instructions for Najib to serve his sentence at home.

"(This) additional and fresh evidence is to prove conclusively that it exists," he told reporters after Thursday's hearing.

The Court of Appeal had allowed proceedings to be postponed to give prosecutors time to review the affidavit.

Najib was jailed in 2022, two years after being found guilty of criminal breach of trust and abuse of power for illegally receiving funds misappropriated from a unit of state fund 1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB).

Malaysian and US investigators estimate $4.5 billion was looted from 1MDB and more than $1 billion channelled to accounts linked to Najib.

In the February statement, the pardons board said Najib was now expected to be released in August 2028. It also reduced the ex-premier's fines, sparking an uproar in Malaysia.

The government said last month that it would introduce a law next year allowing house arrest for some offences, but denied it was aimed at getting Najib or other politicians accused of corruption out of jail.
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                  'Kebaya' wins Unesco listing after 5-nation bid                

                              

                                Kebaya, a traditional dress for women in the South, has been declared an intangible cultural heritage item by Unesco, after being proposed by five countries including Thailand.
The decision was announced at a meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage on Wednesday in Asuncion, Paraguay, according to Culture Minister Sudawan Wangsuphakijkosol.

"Kebaya: knowledge, skills, tradition and practices" was jointly proposed by Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand to be added to the list of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

"It is a delight that the kebaya, an elegant southern costume, has been registered in the same year after tom yum kung, making it the sixth cultural heritage item of Thailand, following khon, Thai massage, nora, Songkran and tom yum kung," Ms Sudawan said in a statement.

[image: Kebaya, a traditional dress for women in the South, has been listed by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (Unesco) Unesco as an Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity item for 2024. (Photo: Ministry of Culture)]

A kebaya is a front-slit top featuring intricate embroidery and lace, fastened with a clasp. It can be worn with a sarong and normally is used on formal occasions and festivals.

According to the minister, kebaya knowledge, skills, traditions and practices are relevant to women of all ages, regions and religions from different communities in many countries in Southeast Asia.

"The dress reflects the region's shared history and traditions, as well as its cultural diversity, contributing to the achievement of sustainable development goals such as quality education, gender equality, inclusive economic development, and peace and social cohesion," she said.

The ministry plans to further promote tom yum kung and the kebaya as Thai soft power in food and fashion, respectively.
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                  Vietnam suspends Temu for failure to register                

                Hanoi expresses concern about Chinese platforms, will impose VAT on foreign operators
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                                HANOI - The Chinese online retailer Temu has been told to suspend its operations in Vietnam after it failed to meet an end-November deadline for business registration, the trade ministry said on Thursday.
Temu, owned by the Chinese e-commerce giant PDD Holdings, began offering its services in Vietnam in October. It had been required to register with the government by the end of November, or access to its internet domains and apps would be blocked.

Temu is one of the world's fastest-growing e-commerce platforms, with sales in the fist half of this year estimated at $20 billion. That compares with $18 billion for all of 2023.

"Temu operations will be temporarily suspended until it completes the registration procedure," the trade ministry said in a statement.

"The platform has submitted an application for e-commerce service activities in Vietnam which is under authorities' review."

The statement did not say how long the suspension would last, or what Temu needed to do to have it lifted.

Thailand also requires foreign e-commerce platforms to register and open a local office if they want to continue doing business in the kingdom.

On Thursday, Vietnamese language options had been removed from Temu's website when it was accessed from Vietnam.

"Temu is working with the Vietnam E-commerce and Digital Economy Agency and the Ministry of Industry and Trade to register its provision of e-commerce services in Vietnam," a notification on the website said.

In response to a Reuters' email request for comment, Temu said it had submitted all required documents for the registration but did not provide any timeframe for the resumption of its operation.

The trade ministry and local businesses have expressed concern about the impact of Chinese online platforms on local markets due to deep discounting. The ministry has also said it is worried about the potential sale of counterfeit items.

Temu has also stumbled in Indonesia where regulators have asked Google and Apple to block it in their app stores in the country to protect small merchants.

Vietnam's parliament last week approved changes to a tax law to require local operators of foreign e-commerce platforms to pay value-added tax (VAT), and called on the government to scrap a tax exemption for low-cost imported goods.

The finance ministry said last week that it had begun the process to scrap the tax break.

The move will be a blow to the foreign-dominated e-commerce industry, which has benefited from VAT exemption and rules in place since 2010 that stipulate imported goods worth under 1 million dong ($40 or 1,370 baht) are free from duties.
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                  Global billionaires' wealth up 17%                

                Holdings of 2,700 billionaires equivalent to 13% of the world's GDP, says UBS survey
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                                ZURICH - The wealth held by the world's billionaires has jumped by about 17% over the past year, as significant gains among the super-rich in the United States more than offset a decline in China, the Swiss bank UBS said on Thursday.
The UBS Billionaire Ambitions Report for 2024 said the total number of US dollar billionaires had risen to 2,682 from 2,544 a year earlier, and their worth to $14 trillion from $12 trillion. In 2015, their total wealth stood at $6.3 trillion.

According to the World Bank, the globe's population was just over 8 billion last year, and its gross domestic product (GDP) about $105 trillion, underlining just how much wealth is concentrated in a tiny sliver of humanity.

Most of the year's new billionaires were self-made. The bank's report for 2023 had shown new billionaires acquiring more wealth through inheritance than entrepreneurship.

The latest report, based on a survey of billionaires conducted between June and September and wealth data on the super-rich, showed the risk of geopolitical conflict and inflation were their main worries.

The survey also showed that North America was overwhelmingly seen as offering the best investment returns over the next year.

In the United States, the number of billionaires jumped to 835 from 751, led by industrial and technology magnates, with their total wealth climbing to $5.8 trillion from $4.6 trillion.

In mainland China the number of billionaires dropped to 427 from 520, and their wealth declined to $1.4 trillion from $1.8 trillion. In 2021, there were 626 billionaires in mainland China, together worth more than $2.5 trillion, according to previous UBS figures.

Benjamin Cavalli, head of strategic clients at UBS global wealth management, said the decline reflected losses in real estate markets and a drop in the value of firms owned by some of China's wealthiest people amid a less certain economic outlook.

The number of billionaires in India increased during the past year by over a fifth to 185 and their wealth by more than 40% to almost $906 billion, UBS said.

In Western Europe, Switzerland overtook Britain to become the country with the second-highest number of billionaires after Germany, increasing its total by 10 to 85.

France, with 46 (+12), Germany with 117 (+8), Italy with 62 (+6) and Spain with 27 (+3), all gained billionaires whereas the British total dropped by one to 82, UBS said. The combined wealth of France's billionaires was the highest among Europeans.
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                  Korean president faces impeachment vote on Saturday                

                Defence minister who recommended imposing martial law resigns as investigations into turmoil begin
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: A man gestures at a rally to call for South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol to step down after his failed martial law declaration, in Seoul on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)]
                                              
                          A man gestures at a rally to call for South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol to step down after his failed martial law declaration, in Seoul on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)                        

                                          

                  

                                SEOUL - South Korean opposition lawmakers said on Thursday they would vote this weekend to impeach President Yoon Suk Yeol over his botched attempt to impose martial law, while the defence minister blamed for advising the move resigned.
Yoon's declaration of martial law late on Tuesday sought to consolidate power, ban political activity and censor the media in Asia's fourth-largest economy. It sparked outrage in the streets and concern among South Korea's international allies.

Lawmakers from the opposition Democratic Party plan to seek a vote in parliament to impeach Yoon at 7pm local time on Saturday, a party spokesperson told reporters.

"The Yoon Suk Yeol regime's declaration of emergency martial law caused great confusion and fear among our people," Democratic Party lawmaker Kim Seung-won told the National Assembly earlier.

Yoon's ruling People Power Party is divided over the crisis but said it would oppose impeachment. Two years remain in Yoon's five-year term but even some in his own party are saying he should step down.

The Democratic Party needs at least eight of the 108 ruling-party lawmakers to back the impeachment bill for it to pass with the required two-thirds majority of the 300-seat parliament.

If the impeachment bill passes, South Korea's Constitutional Court will then decide whether to uphold the motion -- a process that could take up to 180 days.

If Yoon is suspended from exercising power, Prime Minister Han Duck-soo would fill in as leader.

If the president resigns or is removed from office, a new election would have to be held within 60 days. (Story continues below)

[image: Lee Jae-myung, leader of the opposition Democratic Party, speaks during an interview in the National Assembly in Seoul on Thursday. He will introduce a motion to impeach the president but concedes he is not certain there are enough votes to pass it. (Photo: Bloomberg)]
Lee Jae-myung, leader of the opposition Democratic Party, speaks during an interview in the National Assembly in Seoul on Thursday. He will introduce a motion to impeach the president but concedes he is not certain there are enough votes to pass it. (Photo: Bloomberg)



Defence minister resigns

Fighting for his political future, Yoon accepted the resignation of Defence Minister Kim Yong-hyun on Thursday and nominated his ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Choi Byung-hyuk, as a replacement, Yoon's office said.

Kim had recommended that Yoon declare martial law on Tuesday, according to the interior minister, a senior military official and the filing to impeach Yoon by opposition members.

Kim also ordered the deployment of troops to the parliament, Vice-Defence Minister Kim Seon-ho said, adding he was unaware of the martial law order until Yoon declared it.

"I have fundamentally opposed the mobilisation of military forces under martial law and have expressed negative opinions about it," Kim Seon-ho told a parliament hearing on Thursday, apologising and taking responsibility for failing to prevent it.

The former defence minister now faces a travel ban as prosecutors investigate the attempt to impose martial law, the broadcaster YTN reported. Yoon and the interior minister are also being investigated, the Yonhap news agency reported.

South Korea's army chief, who briefly served as martial law commander, has also offered to resign, Yonhap reported. (Story continues below)

[image: Two South Korean marine veterans get their heads shaved during a rally demanding South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's removal, in Seoul on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)]
Two South Korean marine veterans get their heads shaved during a rally demanding South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's removal, in Seoul on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)



Instability alarming

Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba said Japan's "security situation may be fundamentally changed" in light of the instability in Seoul and North Korea's rising military assertiveness.

"What will happen to South Korea? There appears to be a great deal of domestic criticism and opposition," he told parliament on Thursday, adding that Yoon's efforts to improve relations with Tokyo "must never be undermined".

There has been no reaction yet from North Korea to the drama in the South.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken told Reuters on Wednesday the United States had not been made aware in advance of Yoon's declaration, while his deputy, Kurt Campbell, said Yoon had badly misjudged the siutuation.

The United States has 28,500 troops stationed in South Korea as a legacy of the 1950-53 Korean War.

Yoon had been embraced by leaders in the West as a partner in the US-led effort to unify democracies against growing authoritarianism in China, Russia and elsewhere.

But he caused unease among South Koreans by branding his critics as "communist totalitarian and anti-state forces". In November, he denied wrongdoing in response to influence-peddling allegations against him and his wife and he has taken a hard line against labour unions.

Night of chaos

The impeachment plan follows a night of chaos after Yoon declared martial law and armed troops attempted to force their way into the National Assembly building in Seoul, only to stand back when parliamentary aides sprayed them with fire extinguishers.

The commander of the martial law troops said he had no intention of wielding firearms against the public, and Kim, the vice-defence minister, said no live ammunition had been provided to those troops.

"The people and the aides who protected parliament protected us with their bodies. The people won, and it's now time for us to protect the people," the Democratic Party's Kim said.

Many of the protesters said they feared a return to the dictatorships and martial law that marked much of South Korea's post-war period.

"For the sake of my children, this must be stopped no matter what," one protester, Kim Hye-Min, said on Thursday at a demostration outside parliament. "We cannot go back to the 1970s."

The martial law crisis rattled global financial markets and South Korea's benchmark Kospi index. Currency dealers reported suspected state intervention on Wednesday to keep the won stable.

Yoon, a career prosecutor, squeezed out a victory in the tightest presidential election in South Korean history in 2022, riding a wave of discontent over economic policy, scandals and gender wars.

But his support ratings have been at around 20% for months and the opposition captured nearly two-thirds of the seats in parliament in an April election.
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                  Hilltribe girls 'lured into selling sex to Chinese customers'                

                Two women arrested on human trafficking charges in follow-up to earlier investigation
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                                Two young women have been arrested separately for their alleged involvement in luring 25 underage tribal girls from northern Thailand into selling sex to Chinese customers in Bangkok.
Police from the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Division (ATPD) apprehended Nalatporn, 22, at a massage shop in Muang district of Suphan Buri province on Thursday. Panida, 21, was arrested at a condominium in Huai Khwang district of Bangkok on the same day. Their surnames were not disclosed.

The two women were wanted under arrest warrants issued by the Criminal Court for human trafficking by procuring children aged over 15 but under 18 into prostitution and profiting from the flesh trade.

The arrests followed a police operation targeting a human trafficking gang said to have duped 25 tribal girls aged under 18 from Mae Hong Son into coming to Bangkok, where they were made to sell sex to Chinese customers at luxury hotels. Five women aged under 18 were arrested last year on charges of procuring.

Police said the five suspects and others bought mobile phones for the girls and took them to visit various places in Bangkok before taking them to hotels to sell sex to Chinese customers.

The customers offered as much as 200,000 baht for girls who were virgins, and would pay half that price for those who were not, investigators said. Some girls became victims of sadistic customers who had violent sex with them without wearing condoms.

Investigators later extended the investigation and found that Ms Nalatporn and Ms Panida had worked with the first group of suspects into luring girls into the sex trade.

The two women admitted to all charges and were being held in police custody for legal action.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2914667/hilltribe-girls-lured-into-selling-sex-to-chinese-customers



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Rare tapir seen in Kaeng Krachan park                
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                                A rare sighting of a tapir has been reported at Kaeng Krachan National Park in Phetchaburi.
Park chief Mongkol Chaiphakdee told Hua Hin Today that the sighting was made on Wednesday night by Tanongsak Semayai, a park visitor who was staying at the Panoen Thung campsite.

Images of tapirs have been captured occasionally by camera traps, and footprints are sometimes seen, but up-close sightings in the park have been very rare.

Mr Mongkol said the sighting is a testament to the ecological richness of the park and the success of its conservation efforts.

At 1,200 metres above sea level, Panoen Thung is an expanse of grassland surrounded by dense forest. It is also home to rare wildlife species including barking deer and serows, as well as hornbills.

Park officials say access to Panoeng Thung requires a 15-kilometre drive from the Bang Krang Campsite, which is only accessible by four-wheel-drive vehicles. Visitors are advised to be well-prepared with warm clothing, rain gear, drinking water and food supplies if they intend to camp overnight to watch the sunrise.
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                  Chinese researchers tout 'invisibility' breakthrough                

                Chameleon-like colour changes occur when substance is exposed to certain wavelengths of light
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                                BEIJING - Chinese researchers say they have developed a material that quickly changes colour at a molecular level based on the surrounding light, creating a new form of camouflage that could help people blend into their environments -- much like a chameleon.
"In other words, applying this technology to clothing could make an individual effectively 'invisible'," said lead researcher Wang Dongsheng, in an interview published last week by China Science Daily.

According to Wang and his team from the University of Electronic Science and Technology of China, the innovation has potential applications in the military, architecture and beyond.

In a study that appeared last month in the peer-reviewed journal Science Advances, the researchers said they set out to make active camouflage an intrinsic function of colour-switchable materials, in a process they dubbed self-adaptive photochromism (SAP).

Key to the transformation is a molecular compound that changes its structure when exposed to specific wavelengths of light. To the naked eye, the material appears to blend seamlessly with its environment.

In nature, the chameleon and octopus both rely on active camouflage, altering their appearance to blend into their surroundings. Man-made systems typically achieve the effect through complex electronic devices, resulting in high costs and limited usability.

In contrast, SAP technology offers a simpler and more efficient way to achieve adaptive camouflage effects, without the need for external power sources or intricate electronics, according to the researchers.

To demonstrate, they placed a transparent container filled with SAP solution into translucent acrylic boxes of different colours -- red, green and yellow, with black ink as a control -- and observed the solution change colour accordingly.

In another experiment, the container was able to blend into its surroundings when placed in a matching colour environment, such as red, green or yellow plant clusters, within 30 to 80 seconds, the study said.

The technology can also be applied as a coating. By incorporating polycaprolactone (PCL), the researchers developed SAP films and coatings that can be sprayed or applied to various surfaces, enabling adaptive camouflage on solid materials.

According to the study, the rapid colour-change capabilities of SAP materials open up exciting new possibilities in fields such as camouflage and encryption, as well as stealth technology.

Wang noted in the research paper that the SAP materials hold great potential in camouflage systems, smart coatings, and fashion design.

Because the materials function reliably within a temperature range of minus 20 to 70 degrees Celsius, they are suitable for military and architectural applications, the researchers said.

Wang, whose team has been conducting foundational research on light-sensitive molecules and materials since 2008, told the South China Morning Post that the next stage of investigation will build on the SAP material's properties.

"We have not yet fully mimicked all colours within the visible light spectrum in this work, that would be revealed in our future work," he said. Purple and blue are missing from the current SAP materials, but future improvements could address this gap.

"By adding more photochromic molecules to the material or adjusting its composition, we aim to achieve finer distinctions in colour and faster changing speed."
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                  Vietnam suspends Temu for failure to register                

                Hanoi expresses concern about Chinese platforms, will impose VAT on foreign operators
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                                HANOI - The Chinese online retailer Temu has been told to suspend its operations in Vietnam after it failed to meet an end-November deadline for business registration, the trade ministry said on Thursday.
Temu, owned by the Chinese e-commerce giant PDD Holdings, began offering its services in Vietnam in October. It had been required to register with the government by the end of November, or access to its internet domains and apps would be blocked.

Temu is one of the world's fastest-growing e-commerce platforms, with sales in the fist half of this year estimated at $20 billion. That compares with $18 billion for all of 2023.

"Temu operations will be temporarily suspended until it completes the registration procedure," the trade ministry said in a statement.

"The platform has submitted an application for e-commerce service activities in Vietnam which is under authorities' review."

The statement did not say how long the suspension would last, or what Temu needed to do to have it lifted.

Thailand also requires foreign e-commerce platforms to register and open a local office if they want to continue doing business in the kingdom.

On Thursday, Vietnamese language options had been removed from Temu's website when it was accessed from Vietnam.

"Temu is working with the Vietnam E-commerce and Digital Economy Agency and the Ministry of Industry and Trade to register its provision of e-commerce services in Vietnam," a notification on the website said.

In response to a Reuters' email request for comment, Temu said it had submitted all required documents for the registration but did not provide any timeframe for the resumption of its operation.

The trade ministry and local businesses have expressed concern about the impact of Chinese online platforms on local markets due to deep discounting. The ministry has also said it is worried about the potential sale of counterfeit items.

Temu has also stumbled in Indonesia where regulators have asked Google and Apple to block it in their app stores in the country to protect small merchants.

Vietnam's parliament last week approved changes to a tax law to require local operators of foreign e-commerce platforms to pay value-added tax (VAT), and called on the government to scrap a tax exemption for low-cost imported goods.

The finance ministry said last week that it had begun the process to scrap the tax break.

The move will be a blow to the foreign-dominated e-commerce industry, which has benefited from VAT exemption and rules in place since 2010 that stipulate imported goods worth under 1 million dong ($40 or 1,370 baht) are free from duties.
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                                SEOUL - South Korean opposition lawmakers said on Thursday they would vote this weekend to impeach President Yoon Suk Yeol over his botched attempt to impose martial law, while the defence minister blamed for advising the move resigned.
Yoon's declaration of martial law late on Tuesday sought to consolidate power, ban political activity and censor the media in Asia's fourth-largest economy. It sparked outrage in the streets and concern among South Korea's international allies.

Lawmakers from the opposition Democratic Party plan to seek a vote in parliament to impeach Yoon at 7pm local time on Saturday, a party spokesperson told reporters.

"The Yoon Suk Yeol regime's declaration of emergency martial law caused great confusion and fear among our people," Democratic Party lawmaker Kim Seung-won told the National Assembly earlier.

Yoon's ruling People Power Party is divided over the crisis but said it would oppose impeachment. Two years remain in Yoon's five-year term but even some in his own party are saying he should step down.

The Democratic Party needs at least eight of the 108 ruling-party lawmakers to back the impeachment bill for it to pass with the required two-thirds majority of the 300-seat parliament.

If the impeachment bill passes, South Korea's Constitutional Court will then decide whether to uphold the motion -- a process that could take up to 180 days.

If Yoon is suspended from exercising power, Prime Minister Han Duck-soo would fill in as leader.

If the president resigns or is removed from office, a new election would have to be held within 60 days. (Story continues below)
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Defence minister resigns

Fighting for his political future, Yoon accepted the resignation of Defence Minister Kim Yong-hyun on Thursday and nominated his ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Choi Byung-hyuk, as a replacement, Yoon's office said.

Kim had recommended that Yoon declare martial law on Tuesday, according to the interior minister, a senior military official and the filing to impeach Yoon by opposition members.

Kim also ordered the deployment of troops to the parliament, Vice-Defence Minister Kim Seon-ho said, adding he was unaware of the martial law order until Yoon declared it.

"I have fundamentally opposed the mobilisation of military forces under martial law and have expressed negative opinions about it," Kim Seon-ho told a parliament hearing on Thursday, apologising and taking responsibility for failing to prevent it.

The former defence minister now faces a travel ban as prosecutors investigate the attempt to impose martial law, the broadcaster YTN reported. Yoon and the interior minister are also being investigated, the Yonhap news agency reported.

South Korea's army chief, who briefly served as martial law commander, has also offered to resign, Yonhap reported. (Story continues below)
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Instability alarming

Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba said Japan's "security situation may be fundamentally changed" in light of the instability in Seoul and North Korea's rising military assertiveness.

"What will happen to South Korea? There appears to be a great deal of domestic criticism and opposition," he told parliament on Thursday, adding that Yoon's efforts to improve relations with Tokyo "must never be undermined".

There has been no reaction yet from North Korea to the drama in the South.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken told Reuters on Wednesday the United States had not been made aware in advance of Yoon's declaration, while his deputy, Kurt Campbell, said Yoon had badly misjudged the siutuation.

The United States has 28,500 troops stationed in South Korea as a legacy of the 1950-53 Korean War.

Yoon had been embraced by leaders in the West as a partner in the US-led effort to unify democracies against growing authoritarianism in China, Russia and elsewhere.

But he caused unease among South Koreans by branding his critics as "communist totalitarian and anti-state forces". In November, he denied wrongdoing in response to influence-peddling allegations against him and his wife and he has taken a hard line against labour unions.

Night of chaos

The impeachment plan follows a night of chaos after Yoon declared martial law and armed troops attempted to force their way into the National Assembly building in Seoul, only to stand back when parliamentary aides sprayed them with fire extinguishers.

The commander of the martial law troops said he had no intention of wielding firearms against the public, and Kim, the vice-defence minister, said no live ammunition had been provided to those troops.

"The people and the aides who protected parliament protected us with their bodies. The people won, and it's now time for us to protect the people," the Democratic Party's Kim said.

Many of the protesters said they feared a return to the dictatorships and martial law that marked much of South Korea's post-war period.

"For the sake of my children, this must be stopped no matter what," one protester, Kim Hye-Min, said on Thursday at a demostration outside parliament. "We cannot go back to the 1970s."

The martial law crisis rattled global financial markets and South Korea's benchmark Kospi index. Currency dealers reported suspected state intervention on Wednesday to keep the won stable.

Yoon, a career prosecutor, squeezed out a victory in the tightest presidential election in South Korean history in 2022, riding a wave of discontent over economic policy, scandals and gender wars.

But his support ratings have been at around 20% for months and the opposition captured nearly two-thirds of the seats in parliament in an April election.
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                Top cryptocurrency has gained 45% since election of Donald Tump
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                                Bitcoin rose above $100,000 for the first time on Thursday as the election of Donald Trump as US president has spurred expectations that his administration will create a friendly environment for cryptocurrencies.
Bitcoin has more than doubled in value this year and is up about 45% in the four weeks since Trump's sweeping election victory on Nov 5, when a number of pro-crypto lawmakers were also elected to Congress.

Bitcoin was trading around $102,600 (3.51 million baht) late Thursday morning Thailand time.

"We're witnessing a paradigm shift. After four years of political purgatory, bitcoin and the entire digital asset ecosystem are on the brink of entering the financial mainstream," said Mike Novogratz, founder and CEO of the US crypto firm Galaxy Digital.

"This momentum is fueled by institutional adoption, advancements in tokenisation and payments, and a clearer regulatory path."

More than 16 years after its creation, bitcoin appears on the cusp of mainstream acceptance, despite naysayers and a history of controversies.

"Bitcoin crossing $100,000 is more than just a milestone; it's a testament to shifting tides in finance, technology, and geopolitics," said Justin D'Anethan, a Hong Kong-based crypto analyst.

"The figure not that long ago dismissed as fantasy, stands as a reality."

Trump a recent convert

For years a sceptic about crypto, Trump embraced digital assets during his campaign, promising to make the United States the "crypto capital of the planet" and to accumulate a national stockpile of bitcoin.

Crypto investors see an end to increased scrutiny under US Securities and Exchange Commission chairman Gary Gensler, who said last week he would step down in January when Trump takes office.

On Wednesday, Trump said he would nominate Paul Atkins to run the SEC. Atkins, a former SEC commissioner, has been involved in crypto policy as co-chair of the Token Alliance, which works to "develop best practices for digital asset issuances and trading platforms", and the Chamber of Digital Commerce.

A number of crypto companies including Ripple, Kraken and Circle are jostling for a seat on Trump's promised crypto advisory council, seeking a say in his planned overhaul of policy, according to digital asset industry executives.

Trump's businesses may also have a stake in the sector. He unveiled a new crypto business, World Liberty Financial, in September. Although details about the business have been scarce, investors have taken his personal interest in the sector as a bullish signal.

Trump's social media company is in advanced talks to buy the crypto trading firm Bakkt, the Financial Times reported last week, citing two people with knowledge of the talks.

Trump Media and Technology Group, which operates Truth Social, is close to an all-stock acquisition of Bakkt, according to the FT report.

Billionaire Elon Musk, a major Trump ally, is also a proponent of cryptocurrencies.

Bitcoin's rebound from a slide below $16,000 in late 2022 has been rapid, boosted by the approval of US-listed bitcoin exchange-traded funds (ETFs) in January this year.

The SEC had long attempted to block ETFs from investing in bitcoin, citing investor protection concerns, but the products have allowed more investors, including institutional investors, to gain exposure to bitcoin.

More than $4 billion has streamed into US-listed bitcoin ETFs since the election.

"We were trading basically sideways for about seven months, then immediately after Nov 5, US investors resumed buying hand-over-fist," said Joe McCann, CEO and founder of Asymmetric, a Miami digital assets hedge fund.

There was a strong debut for options on a BlackRock ETF in November with call options -- bets on the price going up -- substantially more popular than puts. McCann calculated the put to call ratio at about 22 to one.

Crypto-related stocks have soared along with the bitcoin price, with shares in the bitcoin miner Mara Holdings up around 65% in November.

Yet the rise is not without critics.

Two years ago, the industry was wracked by scandal with the collapse of the FTX crypto exchange and the jailing of its founder Sam Bankman-Fried.

The cryptocurrency industry also has been criticised for its staggering energy usage, while crypto crime remains a concern, too.

Market participants are keeping a close eye on what happens now that bitcoin has broken above $100,000, with investors and speculators possibly looking to pocket some of their recent gains.

"But once we flush out those sell orders, this could go higher still, and very rapidly," said Steven McClurg, the founder of Canary Capital, a digital assets investment firm. He said he expects bitcoin to hit $120,000 by Christmas.
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                                The national committee in charge of promoting the electric-vehicle (EV) industry has approved a new car tax structure to support the production of hybrid vehicles as part of a plan to convert internal combustion engines to electric power.
Narit Therdsteerasukdi, secretary-general of the Board of Investment, said the National Electric Vehicle Policy Committee (EV Board) chaired by Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra yesterday approved an adjustment of the auto tax structure for hybrid electric vehicles (HEV) and mild hybrid electric vehicles (MHEV) with no more than 10 seats.

"The move is aimed at positioning Thailand as a hub for EV and electric motorcycle production in Southeast Asia," he said.

Excise taxes will be lowered for HEV makers that make an additional investment of at least three billion baht from 2024 to 2027 and use local parts, Mr Narit said. Vehicles will also need to have advanced driver-assistance systems to qualify, he said.

The manufacturers will also need to comply with strict carbon dioxide (CO2) emission requirements, he said.

Vehicles emitting less than 100g of CO2 per kilometre will have an excise tax rate of 6% from 2026-2032. For those emitting CO2 between 101-120g/km, the rate will be 9% from 2026 -2032, he said. Under the old tax structure, excise taxes would increase 2% every year after 2026, Mr Narit added.

For MHEV, vehicles emitting less than 100g of CO2 per kilometre will have an excise tax rate of 10% from 2026-2032. For those emitting CO2 between 101-120g/km, the rate will be 12% from 2026-2032, he said.

The MHEV manufacturers will have to make an additional investment of at least one billion baht in 2026 and at least five billion baht in 2028 and also have to use local parts like the HEV, Mr Narit said.

The EV Board also agreed to extend the production period of battery electric vehicles (BEV) under the so-called EV3 measure, which aims to propel EV industry growth. The measure comprises subsidies, reduced import duties for fully assembled cars and an excise tax cut.

Under the current measure, importers of BEV who receive the privileges must produce vehicles at a proportion of one imported vehicle per one manufactured by 2024. If they fail to do so by the deadline, the proportion will be 1:1.5 in 2025.

However, between 2022 and 2023, about 84,000 EVs were imported under the EV3 measure, which means 124,000 vehicles must be produced in 2025.

But due to the current declining car sales, the EV Board decided to extend the production period to help the manufacturers, Mr Narit said.

Manufacturers are also allowed to produce vehicles at a proportion of 1:2 in 2026 and 1:3 in 2027 under the new package known as the EV3.5, which covers 2024 to 2027, but has fewer incentives than the previous model, he said.

Some EV makers previously raised concerns that EVs produced locally under EV3.0 may have higher prices than EVs imported under EV3.5, putting them at a competitive disadvantage.
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                Bourse said trading of shares in digital TV operator was irregular
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                                Mono Next Plc (MONO) is considering legal action against the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET), saying the bourse's announcement on Dec 3 about irregular trading of the digital TV operator's shares caused unnecessary panic among investors and affected its share price.
Navamin Prasopnet, acting chief executive of the media and content firm, clarified that the changes in the trading conditions of its ordinary shares are based on external factors and circumstances beyond the company's control.

MONO considers the SET's actions to be excessive and lacking appropriate consideration of their impact on both investors and the company, he said.

The company is considering exercising its legal rights regarding actions that caused damage to the company and its shareholders in order to protect their interests, Mr Navamin reported via the SET website yesterday.

The SET on Tuesday announced that MONO is subject to Level 1 trading control measures from Nov 27 to Dec 17, 2024, as the bourse identified certain groups of individuals who may reasonably be believed to have acted in concert, engaging in substantial daily transactions of the shares.

Mr Navamin said the warning caused unnecessary panic and disproportionate harm, adversely affecting the company's stock price and investor confidence in the company and its securities, without sufficient legal justification.

"Should the SET possess clear evidence indicating violations of applicable laws, it is obligated to report such incidents to the Securities and Exchange Commission for further legal action," he said.

Such warnings require a higher degree of caution because they may have a widespread impact on investors, said Mr Navamin.

According to the SET's statement, MONO's share price and trading value soared daily for four business days until Dec 2, rising 31.5% since the trading control measures took effect, without any new material information during the period.

The high turnover may indicate higher speculation, as the daily turnover percentage increased continuously from an average of 0.75% before the measures to 3.04%, noted the bourse.

The SET identified a group of people trading roughly 15% of the total trading value each day, contributing to the upward price movement.

The bourse said if the trading conditions of MONO securities are still abnormal without supporting fundamental factors, the stock will be upgraded from Level 1 control measures to Level 2, in accordance with market surveillance protocols.

Level 1 trading control measures prohibit credit limit calculation and requires 100% cash payment for trading of such shares.

Level 2 measures comprise the prohibition of net settlement, exclusion from credit limit calculation, a cash balance requirement and use of the auction-only trade method.
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                                Energy advocates are asking the government to downgrade its forecast for electricity demand in the 2024 power development plan (PDP) and promote free electricity trade to reduce power bills, which impose a huge financial burden on households and businesses.
The PDP, enforced from 2024 to 2037, expects power demand in Thailand to increase to 112,391 megawatts at the end of the plan, up from 51,000MW at present.

Higher expected power demand in the future means investment in expanding the country's electricity generation capacity or building new power plants.

"We should avoid adding unnecessary electricity to the system," said Piyasvasti Amranand, a member of Energy Reform for Sustainability (ERS), a group of energy technocrats and experts campaigning for better energy management.

"This will eventually become a financial burden for consumers."

Many businesses and households are less dependent on electricity from the state grid as they install rooftop solar panels to generate power themselves, leading to reduced demand for power supplied by the government, said Mr Piyasvasti.

The economic impact of the pandemic, which continues to this day, must be factored in to the calculation of power demand in order to determine a more appropriate figure, he said.

Mr Piyasvasti and ERS members called on authorities to adopt free competition in the power market, enabling supply and demand to determine electricity prices.

The Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand, state enterprises and power companies should be allowed to push ahead with power plant development projects and compete with one another to sell electricity to businesses and households.

"Power producers must take a risk as a result of competition," he said.

Under the PDP, renewable energy should comprise 51% of total fuel use by 2037, up from 20% at the end of last year, while coal and gas should decline to 48%, down from nearly 80% early this year.

The other 1% comes from nuclear energy and new energy solutions aimed at reducing fossil fuel usage and saving electricity.

The ERS wants the government to increase the renewables proportion because Thailand told the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change that it plans to have renewable energy make up 68% of total energy types by 2040.
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                                The Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) is preparing to submit a petition letter to Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra on Friday, asking her to delay the plan to increase the daily minimum wage to 400 baht on Jan 1 next year as businesses are struggling to deal with the sluggish economy.
The group is not opposed to a wage hike, but the increase must be approved by the tripartite wage committee, said Sanan Angubolkul, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, a key member of the JSCCIB.

The committee comprises representatives from the government, employers and employees.

"The economy has yet to fully recover from the impact of the pandemic. If the government pushes ahead with its wage hike, businesses will bear the brunt," said Mr Sanan.

The wage rise is among the flagship policies of the Pheu Thai Party, which leads the coalition government.

A Labour Ministry source said earlier the ministry plans to increase the daily wage to 400 baht nationwide on Jan 1 as a New Year's gift for workers.

A new tripartite wage committee will be established, with two new government representatives proposed to sit on the panel, said the source.

While the new wage will apply nationwide, exceptions will be made for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), which will be given a one-year adjustment period, the source said.

The JSCCIB also expressed concern over the impact of severe floods on the economy this year.

The recent inundations in the Deep South could cause 5-10 billion baht in damage, the group said, citing an estimate from the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce.

If the damage is combined with flooding in the North and Northeast in September, the damage value totals 80-85 billion baht, representing 0.6% of GDP.

The JSCCIB expects GDP to grow by 2.8% this year, with exports expanding by 4% and inflation of 0.5%.

The group said it plans to talk with the Finance Ministry and Bank of Thailand on Dec 11 about chronic debt, hoping to assist automotive and real estate businesses, said Phacharaphot Nantramas, a representative from the Thai Bankers' Association.

New measures are needed to deal with the high level of household debt, which caused banks to tighten lending criteria for loans in these two sectors.

Thawee Piyapatana, senior vice-chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries, said the government will also be asked to set up an SME fund, worth 200-300 million baht, to help SMEs dealing with liquidity problems as they struggle to access financial sources.

The fund would grant low-interest loans to SMES, he said, with an exemption on interest payment for three years.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2914355/panel-aims-to-delay-wage-hike



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Headline inflation this year forecast between 0.2-0.8%                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Projections put headline inflation next year at 0.3-1.3% as the Thai economy is expected to improve.]
                                              
                          Projections put headline inflation next year at 0.3-1.3% as the Thai economy is expected to improve.                        

                                          

                  

                                The Commerce Ministry predicts headline inflation for 2024 will be between 0.2% and 0.8%, with a midpoint of 0.5%.
Headline inflation next year is forecast to be 0.3-1.3%, attributed to an improving economy and rising diesel prices.

Poonpong Naiyanapakorn, director-general of the Trade Policy and Strategy Office (TPSO), said the projection for 2025 is driven by three key factors.

First, Thailand's economy is projected to improve in 2025, influenced by growth in both private investment and consumption. The continued growth in tourist arrivals is expected to hike demand for goods and services.

Second, the price ceiling of diesel at 33 baht per litre is higher than the average price of the first and second quarters of 2024.

Lastly, public spending should increase because of the 10,000-baht digital wallet project.

Limiting factors that could slow inflation include government initiatives aimed at reducing living costs, particularly electricity and liquefied petroleum gas prices.

The base price of fresh fruit and vegetables in 2024 was elevated because of the El Nino and La Nina weather phenomena, according to TPSO. As for 2025, the weather outlook is anticipated to be less severe, having a minimal impact on prices.

There could be a slowdown in the real estate and domestic automotive sectors, resulting in limited growth in housing rents and car prices, noted the office.

Modest increases in the prices of essential goods are expected because of a downward trend in key cost factors such as interest rates and global oil prices.

Mr Poonpong said if economic circumstances change, headline inflation will be reconsidered.

The ministry reported the consumer price index (CPI) in November was 108.5, up from 107.5 year-on-year, while headline inflation increased by 0.95%.

The main factor was rising diesel prices, resulting from the low base price the previous year. The prices of food and beverage items also increased, notably fresh fruit, food components and non-alcoholic beverages.

Other goods and services did not have a significant impact on inflation.

The average CPI in the first 11 months increased 0.32% year-on-year.

Core inflation, which excludes fresh food and energy, increased by 0.8% year-on-year, accelerating from 0.77% in October. The average the first 11 months was 0.55%.

Mr Poonpong said the inflation rate for December is projected to rise between 1.2% and 1.3%, attributed to the surge in diesel prices, particularly in the southern region, along with a decrease in fresh vegetable supply because of flooding in the area.

As a result, consumers remain cautious with their spending, focusing primarily on essential items because the economy has not fully recovered.
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                  Phuket unfazed by threats against Israelis                

                Island expected to set revenue high
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                                Israel's warning of a terrorist threat against Israeli citizens in the region should not impact Phuket, a popular destination for Israeli tourists, as safety and security measures have been tightened, according to the Phuket Tourist Association (PTA).
A recent news report revealed Israel's National Council warned of a terrorism threat in Southeast Asia, particularly Thailand, after the murder of an Israeli rabbi in the United Arab Emirates.

Bhummikitti Ruktaengam, advisory chairman for the PTA, said during the past two years of conflicts in Ukraine and the Middle East, Phuket has consistently welcomed visitors of all nationalities and never encountered a negative tourism atmosphere.

He said local security agencies would remain on alert for any warning.

Phuket has multiple CCTVs across the island, while tourists are screened at airport immigration. There are consistent patrols by sea conducted by the Royal Thai Navy's 3rd area command.

Many Phuket hotels during the high season should record robust bookings, with overbooking at some properties, said Mr Bhummikitti.

PTA president Thaneth Tantipiriyakij said Phuket's provincial police and tourist police also added more personnel at popular spots.

Israeli flag carrier El Al still operates direct flights from Tel Aviv to Phuket as usual without any cancellations during the cool season.

"The major obstacle for Phuket tourism is the sluggish development of public infrastructure, not terrorism threats," said Mr Bhummikitti.

He was referring to the lack of sufficient budget to fund infrastructure, which caters to both locals and foreign tourists amid rapid urbanisation.

According to the Tourism Authority of Thailand's (TAT) Phuket office, during the first 10 months of the year, the island welcomed more than 10 million visitors, both local and international tourists, generating roughly 390 billion baht.

Israelis arriving via direct flights at Phuket airport tallied around 57,000 during the first 10 months of 2024, down slightly from 60,000 year-on-year.

Lerdchai Wangtrakoondee, director of TAT's Phuket office, said the island should post a new tourism revenue high of 450-500 billion baht this year, exceeding the record of 440 billion in 2019.

Mr Lerdchai said Phuket's demand remains resilient despite geopolitical conflicts, as the tourism market is quite diverse.

For instance, he said Phuket airport recently increased flights from Australia and Saudi Arabia.
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                  Calls grow for South Korean president to quit                

                Lawmakers expected to vote Friday or Saturday on impeachment after failed attempt to impose martial law
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                                SEOUL -- South Korean lawmakers on Wednesday proposed impeaching President Yoon Suk Yeol for his sudden decision to declare martial law, which he rescinded after a chaotic standoff between parliament and the army that damaged the country's standing.
Civic and labour groups held a candlelight vigil on Wednesday evening in downtown Seoul calling for Yoon's resignation -- a reminder of the massive candlelight protests that led to the impeachment of former President Park Geun-hye in 2017.

Yoon's declaration of martial law late on Tuesday attempted to ban political activity and censor the media in South Korea, which has Asia's fourth largest economy.

Washington had no advance notice of the decision, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken told Reuters, adding that he expected to speak with his South Korean counterpart in the coming days.

Armed troops had forced their way into the National Assembly building in Seoul but stood back when parliamentary aides sprayed them with fire extinguishers. Lawmakers rejected the martial law decision while protesters scuffled with police outside.

Six South Korean opposition parties submitted a bill in parliament to impeach Yoon, who had already faced accusations of heavy-handed leadership from his opponents and from within his own party, with voting set for Friday or Saturday.

A plenary session to formally introduce the bill was scheduled to begin shortly after midnight on Wednesday.

"We couldn't ignore the illegal martial law," Democratic Party lawmaker Kim Yong-min told reporters. "We can no longer let democracy collapse."

The leader of Yoon's ruling People Power Party called for Defence Minister Kim Yong-hyun to be fired and the entire cabinet to resign. Kim has offered to resign, the defence ministry said.

The crisis rattled global financial markets and left South Korea's benchmark Kospi index down 1.4%, taking its year-to-date losses to over 7% and making it the worst-performing major stock market in Asia this year.

The won was stable but close to a two-year low, with dealers reporting suspected intervention by South Korean authorities after overnight talks between Finance Minister Choi Sang-mok and Bank of Korea governor Rhee Chang-yong.

Choi sent an emergency note to global financial chiefs and credit rating agencies late on Wednesday which said the market was functioning as usual, and that the finance ministry was working to alleviate any adverse impact from political turmoil, the ministry said in a statement. (Story continues below)
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No specific threats

Yoon told the nation in a television speech late on Tuesday that martial law was needed to defend the country from pro-North Korean anti-state forces, and protect the free constitutional order, although he cited no specific threats.

Within hours, South Korea's parliament, with 190 of its 300 members present, unanimously passed a motion for martial law be lifted, with 18 members of Yoon's party present.

The president then rescinded the declaration of martial law, around six hours after its proclamation.

Protesters outside the National Assembly shouted and clapped. "We won!" they chanted, and one demonstrator banged on a drum.

"There are opinions that it was too much to go to emergency martial law, and that we did not follow the procedures for emergency martial law, but it was done strictly within the constitutional framework," a South Korean presidential official told Reuters by telephone.

There has been no reaction yet from North Korea to the drama in the South.

Yoon was embraced by leaders in the West as a partner in the US-led effort to unify democracies against growing authoritarianism in China, Russia and elsewhere.

But he caused unease among South Koreans by branding his critics as "communist totalitarian and anti-state forces" as his approval ratings slipped.

In November, he denied wrongdoing in response to influence-peddling allegations against him and his wife and he has taken a hard line against labour unions.

Seoul appeared largely normal on Wednesday, with the usual rush hour traffic in trains and on the streets. But Hyundai Motor's labour union announced plans to stage strikes on Thursday and Friday and some major employers, including Naver Corp and LG Electronics, advised employees to work from home.

Sales of canned goods, instant noodles and bottled water had soared overnight, said a major convenience store chain, which sought anonymity.

"I'm deeply disturbed by this kind of situation, and I'm very concerned about the future of the country," 39-year-old Seoul resident Kim Byeong-in told Reuters.

The National Assembly can impeach the president if more than two-thirds of lawmakers vote in favour. A trial by the constitutional court follows, which can confirm the motion with a vote by six of the nine justices.

Yoon's party has 108 seats in the 300-member legislature. (Story continues below)
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'Dodged a bullet'

If Yoon resigned or was removed from office, Prime Minister Han Duck-soo would fill in as leader until a new election was held within 60 days.

"South Korea as a nation dodged a bullet, but President Yoon may have shot himself in the foot," Danny Russel, vice-president of the Washington-based Asia Society Policy Institute, said of the first martial law declaration in South Korea since 1980.

Blinken said he welcomed Yoon's decision to rescind the martial law declaration.

"We continue to expect political disagreements to be resolved peacefully and in accordance with the rule of law," he said in a statement.

South Korea hosts about 28,500 American troops as a legacy of the 1950-1953 Korean War. Planned defence talks and a joint military exercise between the two allies were postponed amid the broader diplomatic fallout from the debacle.

South Korea's political situation is an "internal matter", China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi said. Russia said it was following the "tragic" events in South Korea with concern.

Yoon, a career prosecutor, squeezed out a victory in the tightest presidential election in South Korean history in 2022, riding a wave of discontent over economic policy, scandals and gender wars.

But he has been unpopular, with his support ratings hovering at around 20% for months and the opposition captured nearly two-thirds of seats in parliament in an April election.

Martial law been declared more than a dozen times since South Korea was established as a republic in 1948. In 1980, a group of military officers forced then-President Choi Kyu-hah to proclaim martial law to crush calls for the restoration of democratic government.
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                  Vietnam suspends Temu for failure to register                

                Hanoi expresses concern about Chinese platforms, will impose VAT on foreign operators
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                                HANOI - The Chinese online retailer Temu has been told to suspend its operations in Vietnam after it failed to meet an end-November deadline for business registration, the trade ministry said on Thursday.
Temu, owned by the Chinese e-commerce giant PDD Holdings, began offering its services in Vietnam in October. It had been required to register with the government by the end of November, or access to its internet domains and apps would be blocked.

Temu is one of the world's fastest-growing e-commerce platforms, with sales in the fist half of this year estimated at $20 billion. That compares with $18 billion for all of 2023.

"Temu operations will be temporarily suspended until it completes the registration procedure," the trade ministry said in a statement.

"The platform has submitted an application for e-commerce service activities in Vietnam which is under authorities' review."

The statement did not say how long the suspension would last, or what Temu needed to do to have it lifted.

Thailand also requires foreign e-commerce platforms to register and open a local office if they want to continue doing business in the kingdom.

On Thursday, Vietnamese language options had been removed from Temu's website when it was accessed from Vietnam.

"Temu is working with the Vietnam E-commerce and Digital Economy Agency and the Ministry of Industry and Trade to register its provision of e-commerce services in Vietnam," a notification on the website said.

In response to a Reuters' email request for comment, Temu said it had submitted all required documents for the registration but did not provide any timeframe for the resumption of its operation.

The trade ministry and local businesses have expressed concern about the impact of Chinese online platforms on local markets due to deep discounting. The ministry has also said it is worried about the potential sale of counterfeit items.

Temu has also stumbled in Indonesia where regulators have asked Google and Apple to block it in their app stores in the country to protect small merchants.

Vietnam's parliament last week approved changes to a tax law to require local operators of foreign e-commerce platforms to pay value-added tax (VAT), and called on the government to scrap a tax exemption for low-cost imported goods.

The finance ministry said last week that it had begun the process to scrap the tax break.

The move will be a blow to the foreign-dominated e-commerce industry, which has benefited from VAT exemption and rules in place since 2010 that stipulate imported goods worth under 1 million dong ($40 or 1,370 baht) are free from duties.
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                  Global billionaires' wealth up 17%                

                Holdings of 2,700 billionaires equivalent to 13% of the world's GDP, says UBS survey
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                                ZURICH - The wealth held by the world's billionaires has jumped by about 17% over the past year, as significant gains among the super-rich in the United States more than offset a decline in China, the Swiss bank UBS said on Thursday.
The UBS Billionaire Ambitions Report for 2024 said the total number of US dollar billionaires had risen to 2,682 from 2,544 a year earlier, and their worth to $14 trillion from $12 trillion. In 2015, their total wealth stood at $6.3 trillion.

According to the World Bank, the globe's population was just over 8 billion last year, and its gross domestic product (GDP) about $105 trillion, underlining just how much wealth is concentrated in a tiny sliver of humanity.

Most of the year's new billionaires were self-made. The bank's report for 2023 had shown new billionaires acquiring more wealth through inheritance than entrepreneurship.

The latest report, based on a survey of billionaires conducted between June and September and wealth data on the super-rich, showed the risk of geopolitical conflict and inflation were their main worries.

The survey also showed that North America was overwhelmingly seen as offering the best investment returns over the next year.

In the United States, the number of billionaires jumped to 835 from 751, led by industrial and technology magnates, with their total wealth climbing to $5.8 trillion from $4.6 trillion.

In mainland China the number of billionaires dropped to 427 from 520, and their wealth declined to $1.4 trillion from $1.8 trillion. In 2021, there were 626 billionaires in mainland China, together worth more than $2.5 trillion, according to previous UBS figures.

Benjamin Cavalli, head of strategic clients at UBS global wealth management, said the decline reflected losses in real estate markets and a drop in the value of firms owned by some of China's wealthiest people amid a less certain economic outlook.

The number of billionaires in India increased during the past year by over a fifth to 185 and their wealth by more than 40% to almost $906 billion, UBS said.

In Western Europe, Switzerland overtook Britain to become the country with the second-highest number of billionaires after Germany, increasing its total by 10 to 85.

France, with 46 (+12), Germany with 117 (+8), Italy with 62 (+6) and Spain with 27 (+3), all gained billionaires whereas the British total dropped by one to 82, UBS said. The combined wealth of France's billionaires was the highest among Europeans.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2914681/global-billionaires-wealth-up-17-



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  China warns against 'worship' of faster growth                

                State media articles seek to manage expectations ahead of key economic meeting
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                                Chinese state media have warned against blindly chasing faster growth and signalled more focus on boosting consumption in a flurry of articles setting the stage for a key economic meeting next week.
While officials have made every effort to hit this year's expansion goal, coming in "a little to the left or right" of that 5% target would be "acceptable", the official Xinhua News Agency wrote in a commentary this week, in an apparent attempt to manage expectations.

"If we do not get rid of the 'worship of speed' mindset and are addicted to building more projects, even if we can temporarily lift the pace of the growth, we will be taking an overdraft from the future," the report continued.

"It's not that we cannot grow faster -- it's a question of whether we should."

The cautious tone may disappoint investors hoping next week's Central Economic Work Conference will signal stronger stimulus for 2025. That event to map out targets for next year, which is typically attended by President Xi Jinping, is set to begin on Wednesday next week.

Another Xinhua commentary on China's economy published this week touted expanding domestic demand as a key task given the "complex and severe international environment", in a nod to rising trade and geopolitical frictions facing the Asian nation.

Boosting domestic spending is likely to be another theme of the economic conference, as Chinese exports face a rising tide of tariffs.

Despite Donald Trump's imminent return to the White House heralding a tariff war that could decimate bilateral trade, expectations are high for officials at the two-day event to discuss keeping next year's growth goal in line with the 2024 target.

Officials have mounted a major stimulus campaign since September to ensure China hits its annual growth goal, a high-profile political target that Beijing rarely misses. That has resulted in policymakers rolling out a steady stream of interest rate cuts and housing sector support, as well as a $1.4 trillion programme to bail out indebted local authorities.

Before the work conference kicks off, the Communist Party's top decision-making Politburo is expected to hold talks on the economy, setting up the larger event.

The report from the 24-man Politburo will also be studied closely for any indication of the strength of monetary and fiscal policy plans for next year.
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                  Bitcoin passes $100,000 milestone                

                Top cryptocurrency has gained 45% since election of Donald Tump
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                                Bitcoin rose above $100,000 for the first time on Thursday as the election of Donald Trump as US president has spurred expectations that his administration will create a friendly environment for cryptocurrencies.
Bitcoin has more than doubled in value this year and is up about 45% in the four weeks since Trump's sweeping election victory on Nov 5, when a number of pro-crypto lawmakers were also elected to Congress.

Bitcoin was trading around $102,600 (3.51 million baht) late Thursday morning Thailand time.

"We're witnessing a paradigm shift. After four years of political purgatory, bitcoin and the entire digital asset ecosystem are on the brink of entering the financial mainstream," said Mike Novogratz, founder and CEO of the US crypto firm Galaxy Digital.

"This momentum is fueled by institutional adoption, advancements in tokenisation and payments, and a clearer regulatory path."

More than 16 years after its creation, bitcoin appears on the cusp of mainstream acceptance, despite naysayers and a history of controversies.

"Bitcoin crossing $100,000 is more than just a milestone; it's a testament to shifting tides in finance, technology, and geopolitics," said Justin D'Anethan, a Hong Kong-based crypto analyst.

"The figure not that long ago dismissed as fantasy, stands as a reality."

Trump a recent convert

For years a sceptic about crypto, Trump embraced digital assets during his campaign, promising to make the United States the "crypto capital of the planet" and to accumulate a national stockpile of bitcoin.

Crypto investors see an end to increased scrutiny under US Securities and Exchange Commission chairman Gary Gensler, who said last week he would step down in January when Trump takes office.

On Wednesday, Trump said he would nominate Paul Atkins to run the SEC. Atkins, a former SEC commissioner, has been involved in crypto policy as co-chair of the Token Alliance, which works to "develop best practices for digital asset issuances and trading platforms", and the Chamber of Digital Commerce.

A number of crypto companies including Ripple, Kraken and Circle are jostling for a seat on Trump's promised crypto advisory council, seeking a say in his planned overhaul of policy, according to digital asset industry executives.

Trump's businesses may also have a stake in the sector. He unveiled a new crypto business, World Liberty Financial, in September. Although details about the business have been scarce, investors have taken his personal interest in the sector as a bullish signal.

Trump's social media company is in advanced talks to buy the crypto trading firm Bakkt, the Financial Times reported last week, citing two people with knowledge of the talks.

Trump Media and Technology Group, which operates Truth Social, is close to an all-stock acquisition of Bakkt, according to the FT report.

Billionaire Elon Musk, a major Trump ally, is also a proponent of cryptocurrencies.

Bitcoin's rebound from a slide below $16,000 in late 2022 has been rapid, boosted by the approval of US-listed bitcoin exchange-traded funds (ETFs) in January this year.

The SEC had long attempted to block ETFs from investing in bitcoin, citing investor protection concerns, but the products have allowed more investors, including institutional investors, to gain exposure to bitcoin.

More than $4 billion has streamed into US-listed bitcoin ETFs since the election.

"We were trading basically sideways for about seven months, then immediately after Nov 5, US investors resumed buying hand-over-fist," said Joe McCann, CEO and founder of Asymmetric, a Miami digital assets hedge fund.

There was a strong debut for options on a BlackRock ETF in November with call options -- bets on the price going up -- substantially more popular than puts. McCann calculated the put to call ratio at about 22 to one.

Crypto-related stocks have soared along with the bitcoin price, with shares in the bitcoin miner Mara Holdings up around 65% in November.

Yet the rise is not without critics.

Two years ago, the industry was wracked by scandal with the collapse of the FTX crypto exchange and the jailing of its founder Sam Bankman-Fried.

The cryptocurrency industry also has been criticised for its staggering energy usage, while crypto crime remains a concern, too.

Market participants are keeping a close eye on what happens now that bitcoin has broken above $100,000, with investors and speculators possibly looking to pocket some of their recent gains.

"But once we flush out those sell orders, this could go higher still, and very rapidly," said Steven McClurg, the founder of Canary Capital, a digital assets investment firm. He said he expects bitcoin to hit $120,000 by Christmas.
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                                Thailand is committed to advancing global trust in artificial intelligence (AI) governance and positioning the nation as a learning hub for AI governance through collaboration with Unesco, says Prasert Jantararuangthong, digital economy and society (DES) minister.
The Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI) also wants more AI-skilled workers and plans to add 30,000 at the engineering level in three years, generating 100 AI innovations worth 40 billion baht, as well as promoting AI adoption via 600 agencies nationwide.

Mr Prasert said the Thai government has been leveraging digital technologies to enhance national capabilities, with a strong focus on the ethical application of AI.

In 2024, AI adoption plans among Thai organisations reached 73.3%, up nearly 20 percentage points year-on-year, according to the AI Readiness Measurement 2024 report by the Electronic Transactions Development Agency and the National Science and Technology Development Agency.

The DES Ministry, MHESI, the Education Ministry and Unesco on Wednesday announced their partnership in hosting the 3rd Unesco Global Forum on the Ethics of AI 2025, dubbed "Ethical Governance of AI in Motion".

The forum is scheduled for June 24-27, 2025 in Bangkok, marking the first international conference on the subject in Asia-Pacific.

The event is expected to attract more than 800 participants, including leaders and experts from Unesco's 194 member countries.

Mr Prasert said the event reinforces Thailand's readiness to put global AI ethical governance into practice.

"Thailand's commitment is aligned with the Unesco AI Readiness Assessment framework, a globally recognised standard, reflecting the nation's capability to develop and implement AI solutions that are responsible, transparent and equitable," he said.

Mr Prasert said Thailand recently introduced key frameworks such as the AI Governance Guideline for Executives and the Generative AI Governance Guideline for Organisations.

These resources aim to ensure responsible and transparent implementation of AI at the organisational level. With this solid foundation, Thailand is prepared to host the Global Forum on the Ethics of AI 2025, he said.

The event should serve as a platform for knowledge exchange, fostering multilateral collaboration and building AI governance capacity in developing countries.

"This forum underscores Thailand's commitment to global trust in AI governance as it seeks to become a learning hub for AI governance," said Mr Prasert.

Suphachai Jaismut, vice-minister for MHESI, said Thailand is ready to integrate AI technologies across various industries, driven by MHESI's commitment to advancing R&D.

Xing Qu, deputy director-general for Unesco, said its mission is to build peace through education, science and culture, which is vital in an era where AI significantly shapes societies, economies and individual lives.

Southeast Asia's digital economy is growing rapidly, with advancements in AI infrastructure, though he said there are challenges such as the digital divide and job displacement caused by automation.
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                                SET-listed developer Proud Real Estate plans to launch three new residential projects worth a combined 9.2 billion baht next year, including its first venture in Phuket to capitalise on the booming luxury residential market.
Pasu Liptapanlop, executive director, said while Thailand's economic growth in 2025 is projected to be 3%, Phuket's economy is expected to grow by 10%, fuelled by a surge in tourist arrivals.

"The Phuket property market remains robust, with demand continuing to rise," he said.

"The buyer base is more diverse than in Bangkok or Hua Hin, with strong interest from Russian, Israeli and Middle Eastern buyers."

This month, the company plans to finalise the purchase of a land plot in the Kamala Beach area, not far from InterContinental Phuket, a high-end hotel owned by Proud Group, whose major shareholders include Mr Pasu and his sister Proudputh.

Proud Real Estate plans to develop a low-rise luxury condo project worth roughly 2 billion baht on the site, slated for launch in the second half of 2025 and completed by 2027.

"Phuket's property boom will continue, with significant new supply entering the market, but demand remaining strong," said Ms Proudputh, also an executive director at Proud Real Estate.

She said the foreign buyer market holds strong growth potential, driven by ongoing geopolitical conflicts. Thailand's appeal as a top retirement destination further enhances its attractiveness, though demand from the key Chinese market has yet to fully recover, said Ms Proudputh.

Expanding to Phuket is a strategic diversification, complementing its existing focus on Bangkok and Hua Hin, she said.

In Bangkok, the company plans to launch a single detached house project worth 4.05 billion baht on 345 Road in the Chaeng Watthana area.

For Hua Hin, a high-rise condo project valued at 3 billion baht is slated for launch in the second half of 2025.

"Our performance will normalise from next year onwards, and we expect to achieve a record high in revenue of 9.6 billion baht in 2025," said Mr Pasu. "We also expect to set a new milestone in land investment, increasing to 3 billion baht from 1 billion in 2024."

During the first nine months this year the company reported revenue of 2 billion baht, a 52% year-on-year increase from 1.32 billion, and it expects to achieve 2.55 billion baht by the end of 2024.

However, net profit in the first nine months declined to 92 million baht from 149 million, attributed to additional expenses incurred from acquiring two condo projects from Noble Development Plc.

One project is Nue Cross Khu Khot Station, valued at 2.1 billion baht, which was sold out and achieved an 88% transfer rate.

The other is Nue District R9 Phra Ram 9, valued at 6.6 billion baht, which is 97% sold and set for transfer in the second quarter of 2025.

"Both projects will help bridge the revenue gap in 2024 and 2025, while also supporting the company's increased land investment next year," said Mr Pasu.
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                                The Marketing Association of Thailand (MAT) suggests local marketers strengthen product branding and consider cooperation with brands in Southeast Asia that provide more expansion opportunities to new markets.
"In the second half of this year the economy is projected to recover as disbursement of the government's 2025 budget has kicked off, and there are signals of more policy rate cuts from central banks around the world," said Buranin Rattanasombat, president of the MAT.

In 2025, the economy is expected to continue its rebound, in part thanks to the tourism sector, he said.

However, US trade policies under Donald Trump could change global trade and the economy, said Mr Buranin.

Sunard Thanasanaksorn, managing director of Accenture Song (Thailand), the business arm of global consultancy Accenture, said with artificial intelligence fast becoming a regular part of daily life, he believes brands should embrace generative AI (GenAI) capabilities to engage with consumers.

Mr Sunard said GenAI is a tool that can help marketers analyse large datasets on consumer insights and patterns, plan their marketing strategies and design marketing campaigns.

Mr Buranin said Thai marketers should strengthen their brand positioning image to create more value and increase their products' competitiveness.

Moreover, brand differentiation can add value, enabling companies to navigate the risk of a price war, he said.

Thai brands should focus on sustainability issues, including climate change, and create value for society as a whole because consumers take these issues seriously, said Mr Buranin.

He suggested Thai companies consider tapping into foreign markets such as Southeast Asia, which offers a growing market of more than 600 million consumers.

"The regional market has a lot of potential," said Mr Buranin.

"I suggest Thai brands collaborate with brands in Southeast Asian nations, leveraging the freshness of the market and the quality of Thai products to increase the customer base for each market."
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                                Advanced Info Service (AIS) has launched its Play Ultimate package, combining top streaming platforms into one package for post-paid customers.
Rungtip Jarusiripipat, head of AIS Play, said the Play Ultimate package costs 999 baht per month. The package offers content from six leading platforms: Netflix, Max, Disney+ Hotstar, iQIYI, VIU, and WeTV.

The package also includes 22 premium TV channels, such as HBO, Cartoon Network, CNN and Discovery, all accessible via AIS Play only.

She said the company wants to be the largest Thai entertainment hub by collaborating with global streaming partners to offer these platforms.

Thailand has 29 million households, of which 10.6 million are fixed broadband internet users, a penetration rate of 36%.

Some 2.2 million households view over-the-top streaming app services, a 34% penetration rate.

In term of content consumption in Thailand, 45% is Chinese movies and series, 16% local content, 16% Korean movies and series, 11% Japanese anime and series, 8% US content, and 3% others, according to AIS.

For AIS customers, Ms Rungtip said 74% of streaming viewers use one app per month, while 26% use two or more apps per month.

AIS's 5G wireless broadband network covers more than 95% of the Thai population, according to the company.

AIS has 46.3 million users of its mobile phone service, of whom 11 million are 5G users.

She said the company realised diverse content consumption reflected the varied demands and viewing preferences that span both Eastern and Western content.

Ms Rungtip said AIS also introduced the new 5G Max Play Ultimate monthly package for new customers, which includes entertainment, calls and high-speed internet, starting from 1,299 baht per month.
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                                The national committee in charge of promoting the electric-vehicle (EV) industry has approved a new car tax structure to support the production of hybrid vehicles as part of a plan to convert internal combustion engines to electric power.
Narit Therdsteerasukdi, secretary-general of the Board of Investment, said the National Electric Vehicle Policy Committee (EV Board) chaired by Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra yesterday approved an adjustment of the auto tax structure for hybrid electric vehicles (HEV) and mild hybrid electric vehicles (MHEV) with no more than 10 seats.

"The move is aimed at positioning Thailand as a hub for EV and electric motorcycle production in Southeast Asia," he said.

Excise taxes will be lowered for HEV makers that make an additional investment of at least three billion baht from 2024 to 2027 and use local parts, Mr Narit said. Vehicles will also need to have advanced driver-assistance systems to qualify, he said.

The manufacturers will also need to comply with strict carbon dioxide (CO2) emission requirements, he said.

Vehicles emitting less than 100g of CO2 per kilometre will have an excise tax rate of 6% from 2026-2032. For those emitting CO2 between 101-120g/km, the rate will be 9% from 2026 -2032, he said. Under the old tax structure, excise taxes would increase 2% every year after 2026, Mr Narit added.

For MHEV, vehicles emitting less than 100g of CO2 per kilometre will have an excise tax rate of 10% from 2026-2032. For those emitting CO2 between 101-120g/km, the rate will be 12% from 2026-2032, he said.

The MHEV manufacturers will have to make an additional investment of at least one billion baht in 2026 and at least five billion baht in 2028 and also have to use local parts like the HEV, Mr Narit said.

The EV Board also agreed to extend the production period of battery electric vehicles (BEV) under the so-called EV3 measure, which aims to propel EV industry growth. The measure comprises subsidies, reduced import duties for fully assembled cars and an excise tax cut.

Under the current measure, importers of BEV who receive the privileges must produce vehicles at a proportion of one imported vehicle per one manufactured by 2024. If they fail to do so by the deadline, the proportion will be 1:1.5 in 2025.

However, between 2022 and 2023, about 84,000 EVs were imported under the EV3 measure, which means 124,000 vehicles must be produced in 2025.

But due to the current declining car sales, the EV Board decided to extend the production period to help the manufacturers, Mr Narit said.

Manufacturers are also allowed to produce vehicles at a proportion of 1:2 in 2026 and 1:3 in 2027 under the new package known as the EV3.5, which covers 2024 to 2027, but has fewer incentives than the previous model, he said.

Some EV makers previously raised concerns that EVs produced locally under EV3.0 may have higher prices than EVs imported under EV3.5, putting them at a competitive disadvantage.
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                                Mono Next Plc (MONO) is considering legal action against the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET), saying the bourse's announcement on Dec 3 about irregular trading of the digital TV operator's shares caused unnecessary panic among investors and affected its share price.
Navamin Prasopnet, acting chief executive of the media and content firm, clarified that the changes in the trading conditions of its ordinary shares are based on external factors and circumstances beyond the company's control.

MONO considers the SET's actions to be excessive and lacking appropriate consideration of their impact on both investors and the company, he said.

The company is considering exercising its legal rights regarding actions that caused damage to the company and its shareholders in order to protect their interests, Mr Navamin reported via the SET website yesterday.

The SET on Tuesday announced that MONO is subject to Level 1 trading control measures from Nov 27 to Dec 17, 2024, as the bourse identified certain groups of individuals who may reasonably be believed to have acted in concert, engaging in substantial daily transactions of the shares.

Mr Navamin said the warning caused unnecessary panic and disproportionate harm, adversely affecting the company's stock price and investor confidence in the company and its securities, without sufficient legal justification.

"Should the SET possess clear evidence indicating violations of applicable laws, it is obligated to report such incidents to the Securities and Exchange Commission for further legal action," he said.

Such warnings require a higher degree of caution because they may have a widespread impact on investors, said Mr Navamin.

According to the SET's statement, MONO's share price and trading value soared daily for four business days until Dec 2, rising 31.5% since the trading control measures took effect, without any new material information during the period.

The high turnover may indicate higher speculation, as the daily turnover percentage increased continuously from an average of 0.75% before the measures to 3.04%, noted the bourse.

The SET identified a group of people trading roughly 15% of the total trading value each day, contributing to the upward price movement.

The bourse said if the trading conditions of MONO securities are still abnormal without supporting fundamental factors, the stock will be upgraded from Level 1 control measures to Level 2, in accordance with market surveillance protocols.

Level 1 trading control measures prohibit credit limit calculation and requires 100% cash payment for trading of such shares.

Level 2 measures comprise the prohibition of net settlement, exclusion from credit limit calculation, a cash balance requirement and use of the auction-only trade method.
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																A proposal that the 2001 Thailand-Cambodia memorandum of understanding (MoU) on joint development in the Gulf of Thailand be debated in parliament warrants support.
While the People's Party (PP), the main opposition party, welcomed the proposal by Pheu Thai list-MP Noppadon Pattama, a former foreign affairs minister who was in office when the Preah Vihear issue ignited conflicts in Thai society in 2008, it's the ruling party that is ironically ruling out the idea.

The proposal aligns with Section 152 of the constitution which allows lawmakers to inquire about complicated issues without voting.

Such debate should help clear up any public misunderstanding or misinformation as some political groups are campaigning for the revocation of the MoU that was signed by the former Thaksin Shinawatra government and its counterpart in Cambodia.

The MoU is a framework for the negotiations on the development of disputed maritime areas in the Gulf of Thailand, also known as overlapping development area or ODA.

The Pheu Thai-led government has put the ODA project, mentioned by Thaksin during his vision forum in August, on its priority list just as groups of opponents, mostly those who brand themselves as ultra-nationalists, have reiterated their calls for the abolition of the MoU. They cite concerns over the potential loss of Koh Krut, an island in Trat province.

Attempts by the government to allay people's fears have not so far been successful. In that case, parliament could play a crucial role.

While throwing his full support behind the proposal by Mr Noppadon, PP leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut said he believes the debate should be held behind closed doors because "the government is in the negotiation process, so some details should remain confidential."

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai is cautious as the move could involve the project's opponents. He said such a session might not be helpful.

The government is about to form a joint technical committee (JTC), comprising experts from various agencies, to negotiate with their Cambodian counterparts.

But Mr Phumtham and the ruling party should reconsider, and give parliament a chance.

In principle, parliament should be a safe place where tough issues can be discussed so all the parties including the Senate can help find solutions with transparency. The MoU is a case in point.

Such a debate session should be an efficient mechanism that can prevent certain groups from politicising the issue.

Apart from the proposed parliamentary debate, the House should consider forming a special panel to study the project, similar to the special panel on the recent amnesty bill.

The government should know it's a lack of public trust that has stalled this project and caused it no end of bother since claims were first aired that it could result in Thailand negotiating away its own territory.

Only when the government gains people's trust that all the ODA endeavours are based on mutual benefit, without any hidden agendas, will it clear all obstacles.

In this sense, it needs to make use of parliament, and open and constructive debate, as a first step that can help ensure trust and transparency among the public. If not, the ODA will just land it in trouble.
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																Malaysia's former prime minister Mahathir Mohamad famously saluted "Asian values" citing "diffidence" as one of the characteristics that ostensibly made Asians different, though he did so in an arrogant, attention-grabbing kind of way. More successful was his "Look East Policy", (which, from the geographic confines of Malaysia is actually the Philippines) and there was no mistaking that it was Japan that Mr Mahathir had in mind, with China hovering somewhere out of focus in the background.
Japan to this day enjoys a reputation for behaviour that is "Asian" in the sense that it adheres to the norms of self-effacement, politesse, and indeed, diffidence, while China, in recent years at least, has tended to outright arrogance. It has become increasingly bombastic, if not a bully, ever since its economy boomed and the wolf warriors were unleashed.

The incongruous leadership styles in Japan and China go far beyond the diplomatic playbook. The differences can be seen as the two nations compete for hearts and minds in Thailand, especially in the realm of infrastructure projects.

Tokyo's soft-shoe disbursement of funds overseas has been fine-tuned over many decades to blend in with the local environment with the result that it is considerably less showy and self-celebratory than Xi Jinping's Belt and Road scheme. That's not to say it's flawless or free of intrigue, and indeed there are strings attached, though the goals and gains remain modest.

In contrast, China's recent efforts in the official development assistance game, in keeping with grandiose visions of a Chinese-led "shared future for mankind" look clumsy, even calamitous in comparison.

To be fair, China's unmerited self-confidence and self-regard in the game of foreign aid brings to mind the imperial strain of US foreign policy combined with the transactional bent of Donald Trump. As for Japan, which for a time embraced Mr Mahathir's vision of a world devoid of pesky Western values on human rights and other issues, it's taken decades to get where it is today.

For years Japan development aid was tone-deaf to Western calls to take into account non-economic issues such as human rights and anti-democratic rule. A case in point is the way Japan blithely ignored sanctions and continued its unbridled "economic cooperation" with Beijing after the bloody June 4, 1989 crackdown at Tiananmen.

In the past twenty years or so, however, Japan's position has shifted to the point where it is on board with best international aid practices, at least as defined by the US and Europe, while China increasingly remains the odd man out.

For example, China today stands almost alone in its unbridled support for the junta in Myanmar despite worldwide sanctions in response to Nay Pyi Taw's dictatorial ravages.

From Beijing's point of view, domestic suffering and injustice, even war crimes, are best left unaddressed. This handily allows China to fill the vacuum created by the withdrawal of US, EU and Japanese programs.

Long a recipient of aid, and no stranger to human rights abuse at home, Beijing has now emerged as the lender of choice to rogue leaders, the first lender of last resort. In return for aid, there are demands for adherence to a political line (on Taiwan first and foremost, but the list of cantankerous CCP talking points gets longer by the day).

Want to be part of the Belt and Road? No background check necessary, but if you don't pay up, debt diplomacy is a force to be reckoned with. Which again raises the contradictory nature of Asian values. One approach is quiet, calculated and diffident, the other approach rather more brazen, bold and bullying.

The China train runs on a direct path to and from China. The Japan train runs in circles around the outskirts of Bangkok. Japan gets less press, but it is arguably the more empathetic donor, at least the needs of local people is taken into account.

That Japan should be deft, if not exactly diffident, in its foreign aid schemes is not entirely surprising given Tokyo's long history of economic "cooperation," including a great deal of aid entanglement with China.

China's top-down governance system, in contrast, leaves little room to ponder how the export of a megaproject impacts locals, and leaves almost no recourse for those who disagree.

It's clearly advantageous for Beijing to promote a rail line that cuts through the heart of Thailand to link China's hinterland to the sea, but what's in it for the locals and what does it do to Thai sovereignty?

Ditto for cutting a canal at the Kra Isthmus, or constructing a container train link from the Gulf of Siam to the Andaman. Inasmuch as each megaproject is designed to serve the export machine of China, Inc., environmental costs go unquestioned and the utility to locals is but an afterthought. Profits flow back to China.

Japan, rightly proud of the Shinkansen (accident-free since 1964!) by all rights should be a contender for, if not the winner of, any bid to build a high speed train racing through Thailand.

The original and exemplary high-speed model, the Tokyo-Osaka run, has been profitable, and remains preferable to flying, because it links the downtowns of two mega-cities.

Ditto for China's Beijing-Shanghai line, which is one of the few segments of China's over-reaching high rail network that is actually turning a profit.

High speed rail might make sense in a nation with two large cities, but Thailand has only one.

Japan's own research showed that Thailand does not need, and will not necessarily benefit from a fast train.

It lacks the market conditions to repay the loans incurred, and anyway, what's the rush, especially if the cargo is mostly Chinese and mostly containers?

Despite the shining legacy of the Shinkansen, and despite Japan's vested interest in automobile exports, it prudently turned to funding smaller, more humble projects, such as subways and suburban rail lines.

And for the greater Bangkok area, it's a good fit, judging from the implementation of the MRT Purple Line and other downtown rail projects that move commuters away from the fray of a city jammed with cars.

Like the numerous joint-venture bridges built across the Chao Phraya, inner-city rail is of no obvious service to Japan, but it serves Thailand well.

A Chinese-managed high speed train network connecting Kunming to the Gulf of Siam is a plus for Chinese exports, but it's not clear how much the Thai people stand to benefit, especially with a debt burden of decades.

While Japan's current aid policy is hardly innocent of political calculation, it can be said to be mature, intelligent, restrained and relatively fine-tuned to regional needs. It's a stable symbiosis eight decades in the making.

Tokyo has worked assiduously to burnish a tarnished image dating to the predations and invasions of the Pacific War, and indeed, some of the aid in the early days was effectively a monetary apology.

The militarists are long gone, replaced by corporate samurai seeking profit in Thailand, albeit in gentler and generally agreeable terms.

China, on the other hand, was locked out of trade and aid to Thailand for the second half of the 20th century due to assertive US foreign policy, but it also represents an own-goal of a "revolutionary" regime rooted in xenophobia.

In recent years, China has undergone a mad rush to make up for lost time, and it has gained impressive market share in trains, containers and automobiles in Thailand. Beijing's headstrong rush to conquer new markets and reshape Asia in its image is a work in progress, but if the seemingly jinxed high speed rail project being pressed upon Thailand is anything to judge by, the questionable speed gains may be offset by delays, political bickering and economic loss.

The failure to conduct adequate market research and due diligence, and Beijing's concomitant willingness to ignore critics for the sake of national glory and political expediency brings to mind not the diffident Japan of today, but the bad old days of the Bridge over the River Kwai, when human rights and political sovereignty took a back seat to imperatives for laying rail at a breakneck pace for geopolitical reasons that had nothing to do with the improving the quality of life of the host nation.



Philip J Cunningham is a media researcher covering Asian politics. He is the author of 'Tiananmen Moon'.
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																What can you do with US$300 billion (10.3 trillion baht)? For Southeast Asian nations trying to fund the construction of solar plants or wind farms, the answer is -- not that much. The recent conclusion of COP29 tells us that the region cannot wait for developed nations to raise that bar. Solutions need to come from within, and one possibility is policy.
At the 2024 UN Climate Change Conference -- better known as COP29 -- developed nations agreed on US$300 billion as a climate finance goal to help developing nations. The Asian Development Bank has estimated, however, that Southeast Asia alone needs US$210 billion annually to meet its renewable energy transition needs.

Investment in renewables is an urgent requirement because Southeast Asia's GDP growth is still incredibly carbon intensive. The region stands to lose out on growth opportunities as the likes of China and India incentivise their domestic green industries with pro-decarbonisation policies, and Southeast Asia risks being unable to respond to increasingly tough environmental requirements in Europe.

COP29 emphasised private capital solutions and individual country commitments to accelerate Southeast Asia's energy transition. Yet, private participation is contingent upon commerciality. Investment and financing decisions must be financially viable, which can happen only if regulatory policy creates a conducive environment.

The Southeast Asian urgency

Data compiled by the International Energy Agency shows that across many advanced economies, carbon emissions have been declining since 2007 -- even as GDP has continued to rise.

This decoupling of GDP from emissions is not as stark in the emerging economies, but is nonetheless clear. The size of China's economy is 14 times of what it was in 1990, but the country's emissions are only five times of what they were then. In Africa and Latin America, too, economic activity and emissions are on diverging pathways. In Southeast Asia, unfortunately, both GDP and emissions in the region have increased by almost the same factor.

Energy is the biggest contributor to carbon emissions, so Southeast Asia's decoupling requires rapid adoption of renewable energy. Yet, capacity build-out on the renewable energy front has been insufficient to meet demand. Coal continues to be the region's dominant energy source.

The stakes may be known, but perhaps bear reiterating. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is looking at a potential 11% loss of GDP by the year 2100 from climate change risks. Flood-risk zones house 87 million people. Five of the 20 countries in the world that will be most affected by extreme weather events are in this region.

Commonly cited reasons for continued reliance on fossil fuels include energy security and job security; but these factors also need to be balanced against longer-term risks of climate change -- including floods, drought and heat -- which also threaten food security and public safety.

Why must policy come first?

While private capital has a role to play in the energy transition, it cannot be expected to bear this burden alone. Climate change is a collective problem and needs a collective solution.

Meanwhile, positive socioeconomic developments have always been driven by policy and regulation. This is the case for health, workplace safety, education and equality. Markets with successful decoupling of economic growth and emissions have achieved this with a combination of compulsory regulation, economic incentives, voluntary action, taxation and government services.

Returning to the example of China, we find mandatory requirements for the energy, transportation, building and industrial sectors. The country is also adding renewable energy capacity at a world-beating pace while slowing the pace of its thermal energy expansion. In the first half of this year, 133.3 gigawatts (GW) of renewable capacity was added -- representing a 25% increase. In comparison, fossil fuel capacity added was 18.3 GW -- representing a decrease of 30%.

China also subsidises renewable energy production and electric vehicle purchases, and offers preferential tax treatments to encourage the development of renewable energy capacity. There are taxes on fossil fuels, as well as both mandatory and voluntary carbon markets.

China's successful energy transition has made it the focus of much study and analysis, all of which point to the power of ecosystem coordination possible through policy and planning.

Taking stock

There are many ways to measure progress on climate change. We can look at carbon emissions and how they are changing annually. We can tally spending on mitigation and adaptation or on renewable energy capacity. We can measure sea levels, rainfall, temperatures and the number of extreme weather events. All of these are important markers of progress, and they will continue to matter. They are, however, lagging indicators that merely tell us the extent to which our actions are producing results.

The leading indicator -- and perhaps the most important progress marker -- is the policy framework we put in place to induce action among both individuals and institutions.

From this perspective, most countries around the world -- including Southeast Asia -- are behind. The Climate Action Tracker, an independent scientific project that tracks government measures, shows a significant gap between stated intentions and policies or actions. Many developing and developed countries' policies are rated "insufficient" and "critically insufficient" to achieve net zero targets. There is an urgent need to close the gap between intention and action.

At this year's COP, we continued to hear a deep focus on energy transition -- the need to grow renewables, upgrade and improve transmission and distribution, and improve end-use energy efficiency.

This energy transition requires significant investment, but with the $300 billion financing agreement coming out of COP29 falling short of the estimated $1.3 trillion required on an annual basis to hit net zero targets, we need to think about how to leverage our efforts and drive additional private capital into this space.

Some investments in energy transition infrastructure will require large domestic and government-to-government interventions, but many can also be driven by real-economy decarbonisation efforts.

As we have seen, the right policy environment can support accelerated investment in the real economy -- in existing technologies and solutions that can support our efforts to limit global warming to 1.5C -- while not limiting our economic growth.

As we look towards COP30, where countries are expected to announce more ambitious and aligned goals and plans, the groundwork needs to be put in place for us to accelerate our progress and catch up on what we have already missed.



Melissa Moi is Head of Sustainable Business, Group Corporate Sustainability Office, UOB.
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									Is Southeast Asia AI's next hub?								
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																In the first half of 2024, Southeast Asia (SEA) attracted over US$30 billion (1 trillion baht) in artificial intelligence (AI) infrastructure investments, according to the 2024 e-Conomy SEA Report from Google, Temasek, and Bain & Company.
Our paper "One Asean Startup White Paper" also highlights over $50 billion invested in AI by tech giants, including Microsoft, Google, and Amazon, since January 2023.

The influx of investments reflects the growing recognition of Southeast Asia as a burgeoning hub for AI innovation -- a shift that could drive the region's economy forward. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) has projected that AI could boost the region's gross domestic product by 10% to 18%, potentially adding $1 trillion by 2030.

While these developments and the region's growing interest in AI present promising opportunities, significant challenges remain. What steps must Southeast Asia take to fully harness AI's potential and position itself as the next frontier for AI?

Private-Sector Push

Having acknowledged AI's importance, some Southeast Asian governments have formulated national strategies, such as Indonesia's National Strategy for AI and Singapore's NAIS 2.0, to integrate the tech across various sectors. Singapore has also invested $70 million to develop models tailored to regional cultures, among other efforts.

At the regional level, Asean has launched initiatives such as the Asean Guideline on AI Governance and Ethics and established the Asean Working Group on AI (WG-AI) to promote collaborative efforts and ethical AI use across its member states.

Furthermore, the Digital Economy Framework Agreement (Defa) is also expected to help synergise cross-border data regulations in the region, potentially leading to more reliable and accurate AI systems.

Beyond government initiatives, the private sector has been driving AI adoption. A report titled "2024 e-Conomy SEA" -- prepared by Google, notes that 54% of generative AI projects advance from idea to production within six months, and 71% yield Return on Investment (ROI) within 12 months. With an impressive short turnaround, regional tech majors such as Gojek, Grab, and Lazada leverage AI in their business operations.

Obstacles to Overcome

Despite the strong AI investment and adoption in SEA, significant challenges remain. Mentioned reports by our organisation and those of Google highlight digital talent scarcity as a key challenge, as 61% of Asean youth aged 10 to 24 were not taught formal digital education in school. This further exacerbates the digital divide and limits regional competitiveness in attracting AI investment.

Furthermore, differing scores in AI preparedness amongst SEA countries -- with only Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand scoring above the Asia-Pacific average -- create barriers to cross-border growth and lead to regulatory inconsistencies, particularly in data governance and cybersecurity.

While AI offers immense benefits, it also presents challenges that could threaten the region's energy transition and sustainability goals. For instance, the surge of data centre investments, fuelled by AI development, could strain the region's resources and undermine efforts to reduce energy intensity by 32% by 2025.

To truly capitalise on AI's transformative power and establish Southeast Asia as the next frontier in the field of AI, a unified and strategic approach is essential.

1. Fostering talent growth in Southeast Asia requires a sustained, long-term commitment to educational investment and collaboration between Southeast Asian nations and the private sector. Increasing education funding is crucial, as Asean countries -- aside from Singapore -- lag in both the latest PISA rankings and the availability of leading global universities that cater towards AI training, research, and industry-academia collaboration, all of which are vital for developing a more inclusive and competitive AI ecosystem.

Additionally, expanding vocational programmes in IT is necessary to bolster practical skills in the field and meet the demands of the digital economy. Regional cooperation should also prioritise talent mobility and retention strategies, including initiatives such as digital nomad visas, to attract global talent and promote knowledge exchange.

Public-private partnerships for reskilling and upskilling must be expanded, drawing inspiration from successful examples such as SEA Bridge's and Amazon Web Services' initiatives mentioned at the ERIA Asean Startup Roundtable.

Furthermore, upcoming programmes such as AI-Ready Asean, spearheaded by the Asean Foundation in partnership with Google, should receive strong support to enhance AI skills throughout the region.

2. Advancing the digital infrastructure through sustainable and safe data management. This requires investing strategically in cybersecurity infrastructure, raising data awareness, and promoting intra-regional data sharing. Furthermore, data centres should implement sustainable data centre practices, as outlined in the Asean-Huawei white paper, to reduce their environmental footprint and support energy-efficient operations, aligning with Asean's sustainable energy goals while still meeting the demand of the growing digital economy.

3. Strengthening Southeast Asia's AI ecosystem through Asean-led initiatives. As mentioned previously, the launch of the Asean Guide on AI Governance and Ethics and the establishment of the Asean WG-AI provide a foundational ethical framework to harmonise AI policies for its member states. Asean should also further advocate for more collaborative investments in infrastructure, data governance, and public engagement to equip the workforce with essential AI skills, as highlighted during the Asean Ministerial Meeting on Science, Technology, and Innovation on June 7.

Ongoing partnerships with allies, such as China, Japan, South Korea, the US, and the EU, can provide expertise, capacity-building and talent development opportunities, and avenues to tackle shared challenges.

Southeast Asia can unlock AI's full potential with a unified strategic approach and a commitment to responsible innovation. By investing in proper digital infrastructure, nurturing local talent, and harmonising AI policy initiatives through Asean-led efforts, the region can create a resilient, inclusive, and ethically grounded AI ecosystem.

With this approach, the region can solidify its position as the next frontier in AI, driving sustainable development and improving the lives of millions.



Satria Mahesya Muhammad is Assistant, Research Activities, Economic Research Institute for Asean and East Asia (Eria), a Jakarta-based think-tank supporting regional initiatives for sustainable growth and quality of life for the people in Asean and East Asia.
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									Notre Dame Cathedral rises from the ruins								
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																We have witnessed a modern day miracle. The splendid Notre Dame Cathedral, the heart and soul of France which was scarred and damaged by the terrible fire of April 2019, has been rebuilt, renovated and revitalised, through an amazing and painstaking restoration effort encompassing both the private and public sector.
On Saturday and Sunday, Notre Dame hosts the grand reopening ceremony, including the Archbishop of Paris Laurent Bernard Ulrich, President Emmanuel Macron and foreign dignitaries, among them President-elect Donald Trump.

The 12th-century Gothic edifice, which has stood firm through the turbulent centuries as a symbol of Paris, representing the very soul of France, has indeed been reborn.

The near apocalyptic inferno of 2019 had shocked, stunned and saddened even largely secular France to tears. From those tears rose the tide of civic, emotional and religious fervour which started a massive rebuilding effort at a time when some scoffed that the challenge was nearly insurmountable. It was, but the challenge was overcome by a great national revitalisation effort.

This writer has seen and visited Notre Dame many times over the years; yet contrary to the other great cathedrals of Reims, Bourges or even Chartres, Notre Dame's unique appeal was that it was at the very centre of Paris, the spiritual heart and soul of France.

The key to the rebuilding wasn't the effort per se but the exacting precision, the meticulous loving detail, the reestablishing near spiritual quality of the massive edifice which few of us thought possible to restore so exactly, so well and yes, so soon.

Following the inferno, Mr Macron vowed, "We will rebuild Notre Dame de Paris" by 2024. This ambitious goal opened a tug of war between some government officials who viewed the church as a museum or monument and the Archdiocese of Paris who saw the Cathedral as an active Catholic Church and place of worship. The 1905 Law of the Separation of Church and State enshrined a codification of secularism. Yet the French state actually owns the cathedral!

But rebuilding Notre Dame to the meticulous standards of its past glory, few people assumed this was possible. The cost, the availability of materials, and qualified builders remained towering challenges. Thus, one of the last official acts before reopening the cathedral on Dec 8 was a totally secular address by the president, profoundly thanking over 2,000 artisans and builders for their yeoman service to restore Notre Dame's heritage to France.

Until recently, the sides of Notre Dame were covered in scaffolding, supports, and construction cranes. Ironically, the Cathedral's majestic front twin bell towers seemed thankfully unaffected. However, the eight bells of the North Tower were later removed and cleaned. Its massive bells marked seminal events in French history, such as the liberation of Paris on Aug 25, 1944.

Miraculously, the magnificent medieval stained-glass-coloured windows survived, too.

For the past few years, the cathedral became a massive work site of artisans, using traditional materials and building techniques, recreating the historic perfection of the ages.


	The cathedral walls, vaults and columns, greyed by the soot of the ages and blackened by the fire, were cleaned painstakingly, an area covering 42,000 sq. metres. Most of the stone was undamaged but scarred. Indeed, the most noticeable feature of the renovation is the sheer luminosity of the cleaned limestone blocks. The altar, too, has been refurbished.

	An enduring image of the inferno was the massive fire on the wooden roof which appeared to many as the death knell for North Dame. All 100 metres of the roof exploded in the conflagration and none the 800-year-old timbers survived. Yet the decision was made to replace the timbers with oak from French forests; over 1,200 oaks had to be found standing tall at 13m long. The wood was hand-sawned and hewed exactly as the original beams were in the 13th century!

	The Eugene Viollet-le-Duc spire, added in the 19th century, once an iconic symbol of the Cathedral, collapsed but has now been replaced and topped by the golden rooster of France. The famed gargoyles have been reconstructed guarding the edifice.

	The Great Organ, a unique symbol of the church from the 18th century, was restored. All 8,000 pipes were cleaned, restored, and reassembled.



Its cost? Nearly $US1 billion (34.3 billion baht) in contributions from private donors across the world. The Friends of Notre-Dame de Paris has played a notable role in the USA.

Notre Dame stands along the Seine as an enduring spiritual symbol of France.



John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism The Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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									HRC term off to shaky start								
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																Winning a seat on the United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC) in October is one thing. But walking the line of good human rights protection seems to be a different issue for the Thai government, which starts its three-year term with the body on Jan 1.
The recent deportation of six Cambodian dissidents is an early warning sign Thailand might not change its colours so easily when it needs to choose between human rights and diplomatic relations with its authoritarian neighbours.

The Bangkok government has again been criticised for having a de facto agreement to return political dissidents wanted by their home country. Late last month, immigration police arrested six Cambodian dissidents and a five-year-old child in Bangkok. They were immediately deported to Phnom Penh last week. These dissidents, who fled to Thailand in 2022, were charged with treason in August over Facebook comments criticising their government. They could face a 10-year jail term if convicted.

The arrests have raised eyebrows. Thailand is a party to the UN Convention Against Torture, which requires members to uphold the principle of non-refoulement. That means officials should not extradite a person to another state where there are substantial grounds for believing they would be in danger of being subjected to torture.

The government is also bound by a provision in the Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance Act 2022, which prevents officials from extraditing refugees and dissidents who entered the kingdom illegally to states or countries where they can face danger.

Yet, governments and officials act as if the international convention and local laws don't exist. These dissidents have been deported for illegal entry.

Another glaring example was when the Prayut Chan-o-cha government returned 109 ethnic Uyghur men from immigration detention centres across Thailand in 2013 at the request of the Chinese government. This year, immigration police have stepped up their surveillance of dissidents and asylum seekers from Mekong region countries. Cambodian dissidents also reported attacks by unknown persons ahead of a state visit by new Cambodian PM Hun Manet.

In July, Y Quynh Bdap, a Vietnamese dissident with UN refugee status, was arrested and would have been deported if media and rights groups had not pressured the Thai government. Bdap is still at the Bangkok Remand Prison.

These cases raise questions about the government's real policy on human rights. Is the HRC seat just an example of its desire to make a mark on the global stage? Does the Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance Act 2022 have any real teeth?

In practice, local officials still use immigration laws to deport dissidents despite their UN refugee status. In reality, the army and police have been accused of torturing rank-and-file officers or suspects in custody, and the national committees formed this year by the Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance Act 2022 rarely convene. In short, the anti-torture law appears like a paper tiger.

The deportation of the six does not bode well. Lawmakers need to ensure the government upholds non-refoulement principles instead of appeasing neighbours. Remaining idle will only result in more dissidents being sent back.
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																One week in, the ceasefire in Lebanon seems to be holding, but everything is connected: only three days later, the civil war in Syria started up again after a de facto four-year truce.
In just a few days more, the Sunni Muslim fanatics of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), formerly the Syrian branch of al-Qaeda, burst out of the north-western province of Idlib, where they had been confined since 2016 and captured Aleppo, Syria's second biggest city.

The Syrian army has completely withdrawn from Aleppo, and its spokesman explained that "the multiplicity of battlefronts prompted our armed forces to carry out a redeployment operation aimed at strengthening the defence lines in order to absorb the attack, preserve the lives of civilians and soldiers, and prepare for a counterattack".

"Redeployment" usually means "retreat", and at last report, HTS forces were advancing down the main north-south freeway and nearing the city of Hama, almost halfway to Damascus. This may not be a replay of the Western scramble out of Afghanistan and the Taliban victory of 2021, but the future of Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad is certainly at risk. However, two things are different this time. One is that Mr Assad has the unwavering support of Russia (whose air force is already striking the rebel forces). The other is that a large number of Syrians (all Christians, all Shia Muslims and an indeterminate number of Sunni Muslims) prefer even Mr Assad to the rule of the HTS fanatics.

It's no coincidence that the war in Syria restarted just as Hezbollah was defeated in Lebanon since Lebanon and Syria were part of the same province for most of the last thousand years. The French divided them in 1920, ostensibly because there was a big Christian minority in Lebanon but really as part of an imperial strategy of divide-and-rule.

One-third of the Lebanese are still Christians, but what drives the country's politics now is the rivalry between Shia Muslims and Sunni Muslims. Each accounts for about a third of the population, but the Shias have dominated Lebanese politics in recent decades because they had their own powerful army, Hezbollah. That army has now suffered a grave defeat.

Syria also has a Shia minority, though a much smaller one: between 10% and 15% of the population. However, Shias completely dominate Syrian politics because the French filled the upper ranks of their colonial army with Shias on the same old divide-and-rule principle -- and the Shias parlayed that into permanent political dominance over the whole country.

For Sunnis in both Lebanon and Syria, the Shias are the main enemy. Once the Israelis had decimated Hezbollah's forces in Lebanon over the past two months, therefore, it was only natural for Sunni extremists in Syria to have another go at overthrowing their local Shia enemy, the Assad regime.

It is far from certain that they will succeed, but HTS has definitely caught the Assad regime with its pants down and is building up a momentum that will be hard to resist. What would happen if Mr Assad and the Shias actually lost power in Syria?

It would be a catastrophe for the people of Syria, who would end up living under an Islamist tyranny that would be even more repressive and brutal than the current regime. On the other hand, it could be a boon for the long-suffering Lebanese, whom Hezbollah keeps dragging into wars with Israel that most Lebanese would rather avoid.

It would be a disaster for the Islamist (Shia) ayatollahs of Iran. They would lose half of their "Axis of Resistance", the band of mostly Shia-run allies that protect Iran from direct physical confrontation with Israel. Those allies include Iraq, Syria, Hezbollah in Lebanon, and the Houthis in Yemen. Could these serial upheavals end up overthrowing the Iranian regime itself? It's not impossible if all the other Shia dominoes fall one after another. Whatever regime replaced the ayatollahs would also be Shia because 95% of Iranians follow that branch of Islam, but its policies and allies might be very different.

But it is too early to say that any of the dominoes will fall, let alone all of them. It's just as likely that HTS, successor to al-Qaeda and IS and now making such rapid progress in Syria, will over-extend itself, and that the Syrian army, Russian air power and quiet support from Egypt and the Arab Gulf states will eventually drive the jihadis back.

That would be the least bad outcome, although it is certainly not a good one. If you doubt that, look at the images of HTS fighters moving south. Half of them show men with a single finger pointing to the sky: "There is only one God, and we will impose his rule."

Gwynne Dyer is an independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. His latest book is 'Intervention Earth: Life-Saving Ideas from the World's Climate Engineers'. Last year's book, 'The Shortest History of War', is also still available.
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																Relentless floods. Searing Heat. Vanishing coastlines. Thailand's cities are under siege from climate risks. Without urgent intervention, the worst is yet to come.
The evidence is clear: Cities in Thailand are grappling with triple climate challenges -- rising temperatures, destructive floods, and coastal erosion.

These threats do not endanger lives and ecosystems. They also cause significant economic loss since cities are the backbone of the economy.

Globally, cities generate 80% of GDP while hosting over 56% of the population. Repeated extreme weather events can lead to economic disaster.

Thailand is no exception.

Heatwaves

Over half of Thailand's population now lives in cities, and this number is growing along with the risks of heatwaves, flooding, and coastal erosion.

In Bangkok, urban heat islands have caused city temperatures to rise by 5.26C over the past 25 years, according to a study by the Asian Institute of Technology and Khon Kaen University in 2020.

Chiang Mai, known for its cool climate, now experiences temperatures over 36C in many areas. Another study from Burapha University in 2019 also mentioned that rapid urbanisation and shrinking green spaces have made the eastern region 2.56C hotter over the last decade.

As a result, deaths from heat waves have surged. Vulnerable groups, such as outdoor workers, the elderly, and slum dwellers, are hit the hardest, exacerbating Thailand's already distressing inequality.

Flooding

Flooding is a major issue in Bangkok, with 737 flood hotspots, according to the data from the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, worsened by more rainstorms. Floods disrupt daily life, cause traffic gridlock, and damage infrastructure, causing significant economic loss.

During rush hours, heavy rain can cause up to 2,000 hours of travel delays daily alone. This number might seem to be small, but the calculation is based on the traffic situation at only 16 major intersections in Bangkok.

As Bangkok sinks, rising seas will worsen the problem, while flash floods become more common. Chiang Mai, the largest city in the North, suffered unprecedented flooding this year, highlighting the need for better preparedness and action.

Despite the devastation year after year, current flood prevention measures like barriers and drainage systems are short-term fixes. Sustainable solutions require comprehensive river basin management, better water-retention areas, and long-term city planning, including active community involvement.

Coastal erosion

Rising sea levels and stronger storms have eroded 26% of Thailand's 3,151-kilometre coastline. Over the past 30 years, the country has lost around 100,000 rai of coastal land, with Bangkok's Bang Khun Thian losing 2,735 rai.

This erosion threatens cities, communities, ecosystems, and the economy, displacing villages and destroying vital ecosystems like mangroves. Urgent action is needed to protect the coastline.

Piecemeal solutions

Current efforts to address heatwaves, flooding, and coastal erosion are sadly fragmented and inadequate.

As cities grow hotter, the government has done little -- if anything -- to expand green spaces, promote eco-friendly buildings, or invest in long-term solutions.

Some measures, like taxing water retention areas as unproductive lands, have made things worse by reducing flood absorption areas. Concrete sea walls, built without comprehensive environmental studies or local input, have also worsened coastal erosion nearby, showing the flaws of relying solely on hard engineering solutions from a top-down policy.

Long-term flood prevention is also lacking. Flood walls and drainage upgrades, for example, address the symptoms, not the root causes.

Sustainable approaches require ecological planning, sufficient water retention, inclusive city planning and community involvement. Additionally, environmental and social assessments need to be fair, transparent, and participatory, which they are not at present.

Global examples

Piecemeal solutions do not work. The impacts of climate change are not just environmental -- they are also economic and social crises. What Thailand needs is a cohesive, long-term strategy to make cities climate resilient, and there is much to learn from other countries.

After deadly heatwaves in 2022 that claimed 425 lives in Phoenix, US, mainly among the homeless and the elderly -- the city set up a data system to track vulnerable groups and give them easy access to shelters and water stations. It has saved lives and improved emergency responses.

Meanwhile, London uses green, environmen- tally friendly buildings through collaboration between local government, the private sector, building owners, and climate experts to tackle rising temperatures.

Copenhagen, Denmark, after dealing with repeated heavy rain and flooding, has created dual-purpose parks that act as floodwater reservoirs during storms. The city has also built giant underground tunnels to separate rainwater from sewage, helping improve climate resilience and urban liveability.

In China, "sponge cities" are being developed to fight severe flooding. These cities use parks to absorb rainwater, temporary water-retention areas, and roads designed to soak up water and slow runoff.

After the 1953 North Sea flood that killed 1,800 people and flooded 9% of the Netherlands, the government used modern sea wall technology to prevent future floods. They also listened to local fishermen's input to adjust the project and improve its effectiveness.

Closer to home, Singapore is fighting city heat with better urban planning. This includes improving cooling systems, reducing car use, building eco-friendly structures, and adding more green, open spaces across the city.

In Indonesia, Jakarta's flooding problem is being tackled by planting mangroves, clearing garbage to improve water flow, and relocating people from flood-prone areas with community input. These areas are being turned into water-retention zones. Indonesia is also moving its capital from Jakarta to the island of Borneo.

International examples offer practical and effective strategies for making cities resilient to climate risks -- valuable lessons for Thailand.

To fight heatwaves, cities can add more green spaces, reduce car use, and improve air conditioning systems. Green buildings, like those with rooftop gardens, can also help cool urban areas.

For flooding, adding green spaces, improving drainage, and building "sponge cities" that soak up water can reduce damage from heavy rains.

To protect coastlines, planting mangroves, restoring natural ecosystems, using innovative engineering, and relocating buildings from high-risk areas are essential steps.

These solutions combine nature, smart engineering, and community support to address climate challenges effectively. They can be grouped into four colour-coded strategies. Grey focuses on traditional engineering, green on eco-friendly, natural solutions, blue on water absorption, and white on relocation.

Importantly, all these strategies prioritise local knowledge and input, using a participatory process to help residents adapt their habits and behaviours.

The solution is simple: reduce car use and improve air conditioning to cut emissions, make buildings eco-friendly, and expand green spaces, water-retention areas, and mangroves. Focus on new ideas and involve local communities. If needed, relocate people from high-risk areas.

Adapting cities to climate change begins with understanding the risks, identifying vulnerable groups and dangerous areas, and checking if the city is ready to respond. This means reviewing city infrastructure, working together with all stakeholders, and creating long-term plans for sustainable growth.

Cities need strong plans, careful assessments, and smart investments in solutions that tackle multiple climate risks. For Thailand, this means adding more green spaces, turning unused urban land into parks or wetlands with tax incentives, updating old buildings to be eco-friendly, and relocating risky developments with fair compensation and community input.

These actions can help our cities prepare for climate change. For sure, adaptation will not be cheap, but the price of doing nothing will be far greater. The time to act is now.

Sumet Ongkittikul, PhD, is vice president for internal systems and research director of transportation and logistic policy, and Nuntachart Ratanaburi is a researcher at the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI). This article is the author's adaptation from his presentation 'Making Cities Resilient to Climate Change' at the 2024 TDRI Annual Public Conference on Oct 30, 2024.
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																Amid growing global concern over climate change, Asia faces escalating threats from rising temperatures, extreme weather events, and coastal erosion. In 2023, the World Meteorological Organization recognised Asia as the most disaster-prone region. Thailand ranked among the top 10 countries most vulnerable to the effects of climate change in the Global Climate Risk Index, underscoring the urgent need for action.
As these threats intensify, youth in the region have explicitly expressed that inaction is not an option. Across Asia, young leaders are playing a vital role in creating a more sustainable future. With climate change determining the life trajectory of and opportunities available to young people, their perspective is central to the intergenerational movement necessary to design and implement effective climate policies and solutions.

The unpredictability caused by climate change is driving environmental anxiety among young people. Studies show that youth in the Global South -- particularly in the Asia-Pacific, who represent 60% of the global youth population -- suffer from increased emotional stress due to constant environmental disasters and changes. In Indonesia, almost one in three young people have shown symptoms of mental disorders exacerbated by climate concerns.

To tackle the climate crisis, young people must be seen as agents of change. Across Thailand and the Asia-Pacific, youth need access to the skills, knowledge, resources, and opportunities required for effective leadership. Investing in this education will equip young leaders with the tools needed to make meaningful contributions to climate solutions.

One pioneering programme in Thailand is the Department of Climate Change and Environment's Children and Youth Forum, which enables the leaders of tomorrow to engage in international climate discussions. Such programmes are cultivating a generation of informed climate advocates who can influence policy at the highest levels.

Mentorship is another critical component in empowering young leaders. These programmes are already becoming more prominent, with government agencies, nonprofit organisations, and universities creating platforms for seasoned leaders to guide youth in their climate action. The Rockefeller Foundation's next cohort of Big Bets Climate Fellows, who will be based in Asia, will help develop and scale innovative climate solutions.

Youth engagement must be deliberately gender inclusive. Climate change disproportionately affects women and girls, who are already disparately affected by poverty and geopolitical instability. Women living in rural areas are especially vulnerable. The Youth Leadership Academy for Gender and Climate Action by Plan International, launched with support from The Rockefeller Foundation, aims to address this imbalance by providing training and support for young women across Thailand, Indonesia, and the Philippines. Prioritising young women in decision-making is not only essential for advancing gender equality, but also for catalysing more effective climate solutions.

The future of climate action rests on our ability to invest in the next generation. The United Nations has recognised the importance of youth engagement through initiatives such as the Youth Climate Advisory Committees and Youth2030 strategy. Global events like COP29 will provide young leaders with opportunities to influence international climate policy and action.

Thailand's expanding network of young climate activists puts the country in a position to lead in Asia. Critical next steps include efforts to restructure the Department of Climate Change and enhance climate education. Youth in Thailand and across Asia are ready to lead -- our responsibility is to ensure they have the tools to succeed.

Deepali Khanna is Vice President of the Asia Regional Office at The Rockefeller Foundation.
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									The world really needs a techno-realist manifesto								
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																'It's actually going to be easy to cure ageing and cancer," insists David Sinclair, a researcher on ageing at Harvard University. Similarly, Elon Musk continues to claim that he will soon land humans on Mars and deploy robotaxis en masse. Major corporations have set carbon-neutrality targets based on highly optimistic forecasts about the potential of carbon-removal technologies. And, of course, many commentators now insist that "AI changes everything".
Amid such a confounding mix of hype and genuine technological marvels, are entrepreneurs, scientists, and other experts getting ahead of themselves? At the very least, they betray a strong preference for technological solutions to complex problems, as well as an abiding belief that technological progress will make us healthier, wealthier, and wiser. "Give us a real world problem," writes Silicon Valley doyen Marc Andreesen in "The Techno-Optimist Manifesto", "and we can invent a technology that will solve it".

But, as we note in our book How to Think About Progress, this attitude is heavily influenced by what we call the "horizon bias": the propensity to believe that anything experts can envisage accomplishing with technology is imminently within reach. We owe this optimism to technology's past successes: eradicating smallpox, landing a man on the moon, creating machines that can outperform chess grandmasters and radiologists.

While these highlights dwell permanently in our collective memory, offering strong inductive evidence for the power of human ingenuity, we forget (or are oblivious to) all the times that technology promised to solve some problem but didn't. Just as history is written by the victors, the story of technological progress features mainly the breakthroughs that panned out, creating the impression that Technological Man consistently accomplishes whatever he sets out to achieve.

The horizon bias affects us all, but it is most consequential in those with enough expertise to be able to offer scientific and technological solutions to big challenges in the first place -- especially if they are trying to sell us something. The hazard lies in convincing yourself that you can anticipate every discrete step needed to reach an ambitious goal like "curing" cancer or colonising Mars. Such "knowing" instils confidence in the speaker as much as it inspires hope in the non-expert listener.

Moreover, it is one thing to promise tourist trips to Mars and quite another thing to claim that you will invent a time-travel machine. The first ambition at least seems doable, and that is more than enough for any optimist to run with. Mere possibility can be a powerful force in forecasting and decision-making because we usually fail to recognise that our sense of possibility expands with ignorance. The less you know about biology or space travel, the more you believe can be achieved in those fields. For all we know, anti-ageing research really will allow people who are alive today to live for hundreds of years.

This is the blind spot that Silicon Valley hype artists love to exploit, especially after breakthrough moments like the release of ChatGPT or the success of mRNA vaccines against Covid-19. It is on such occasions that we look to the horizon and embrace or revise our ambitions. Perhaps the science behind the vaccines will also offer "the cure" for cancer? When even the experts are saying "For all we know, this latest advance could swiftly lead to X, Y, and Z," that is a legitimate reason for the lay public to get excited.

But this is a facile mode of thinking: because we can only speculate about the later stages of the sequence needed to reach a hoped-for destination, we have a license to gloss over the messy contingencies that are inevitable in the course of research and development. Succumbing to the horizon bias, we can say things like, "All we would need to do to address climate change is ramp up R&D in carbon-capture technologies until we have found a way to make them affordable and viable at scale." Precisely because we don't yet know what technical and scientific advances this would require, we can imagine it as eminently feasible.

Moreover, we should be wary of a psychological tendency that leads us systematically to overestimate our ability to solve big, generation-defining problems with technology. As the bibliographer of science fiction I F Clarke put it almost 50 years ago, we harbour an "eternal desire that the power of man over nature shall always be as instant and as absolute as his will". Modernity has made it both easy and exciting to imagine technological solutions appearing out of nowhere. Though we know we should not bet everything on such expectations, it is all too tempting to envision solutions that would make problems like climate change, pandemics, and cancer just go away.

This tendency can hamper our ability to prepare for an intrinsically uncertain future. Proper preparation demands that we not rely on a grievously biased sample of past experiences. As we confront big global problems, we must avoid acting like gamblers who remember only those rare occasions when they hit it big, not the more numerous occasions when the house swallowed their money.

To be sure, the horizon bias does not imply that technological solutions to civilisational problems won't emerge soon. Some lone genius could crack the problem of cancer or climate change tomorrow, falsifying pessimistic claims about the future. Nonetheless, claims about what our rational expectations ought to be will remain valid. If you announce that you have just bought a lottery ticket and simultaneously bid on a mansion that you cannot afford, no one will commend you for your financial judgement, even if you win. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Nicholas Agar is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Waikato, New Zealand. Stuart Whatley is Senior Editor at Project Syndicate and co-author, with Nicholas Agar and Dan Weijers, of 'How to Think about Progress'.
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									Muhammad most popular boys' baby name in England

									Celebrity names popular for girls and boys, royal names falling out of favour
								

								LONDON - Muhammad was the most popular name given to baby boys in England and Wales in 2023, ousting Noah to take the top spot, official figures showed on Thursday.
								The Arabic name, which means "praiseworthy" or "commendable", had been among the 10 most popular names since 2016 and was in second place in 2022, according to the annual list produced by the Office for National Statistics.

There are many spellings for Muhammad but the Office counts them all separately. Had it combined them, the name would have topped the table before 2023.

Oliver replaced George as the third most popular name behind Muhammad and Noah.

For baby girls, the top three most popular names in 2023 -- Olivia, Amelia and Isla -- were unchanged from the previous year.

New entries to the top 100 list for girls include Lilah, Raya and Hazel, while Jax, Enzo and Bodhi made it into the top 100 for boys.

The ONS said the world of celebrity appeared to have influenced the increased popularity of some names, citing babies named Reign and Saint after those from the Kardashian-Jenner family, and a rise in those sharing the names of pop musicians such as Billie Eilish.

However, it said that royal names were less popular in 2023 -- a decline that forms part of an ongoing trend.

George, Archie, Harry and Charlotte have all become less popular in recent years, as have Elizabeth and Charles.
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									New movies out this week: Dec 5-11

									Tom Hanks, Robin Wright and Paul Bettany get digitally de-aged in 'Here'
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
								[image: ]

Here

Directed by Robert Zemeckis.

Who's in it?

Tom Hanks, Robin Wright and Paul Bettany.

What's it about?

A generational story about families and the special place they inhabit, sharing in love, loss, laughter and life.

Why watch it?

Based on the comic book Here by Richard McGuire. It was first published as a strip in the comics magazine Raw in 1989, and was expanded into a 300-page graphic novel in 2014.
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RM: Right People, Wrong Place

Directed by Lee Seokjun.

Who's in it?

RM.

What's it about?

A candid documentary that delves into the life of BTS' leader RM as he navigates global stardom while working on his second solo album, offering an intimate glimpse into his creative journey across multiple cities.

Why watch it?

The first K-Pop documentary to be officially invited to the 29th Busan International Film Festival and it made history selling out in less than three minutes.
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Betting With Ghost

Directed by Nguyen Nhat Trung.

Who's in it?

Tuan Tran.

What's it about?

Centers on a man who becomes a 'God of Gamblers' suddenly with the help of the Ghost.

Why watch it?

A Vietnamese film.  
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Striking Rescue

Directed by Siyu Cheng.

Who's in it?

Chen Duo-Yi, Junjia Hong and Tony Jaa.

What's it about?

A veteran Muay Thai expert goes on a take-no-prisoners mission of revenge after his wife and daughter are brutally murdered by mysterious forces. Tony Jaa Delivers His Signature Muay Thai Annihilation in an Extended Fight Scene

Why watch it?

An action movie.
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The Seed

Directed by Wirinthira Natongborcharat.

Who's in it?

Chawinroj Likhitcharoensakul, Kanokwan Boonsak and Yadathip Saisangthong.

What's it about?

A drama-fantasy film created from the inspiration of a group of people, who dedicate their lives to the environment. The film tells the story of the relationship between humans, nature and the supernatural through a group of characters who fight for the environment and discover a seed that can communicate with humans.

Why watch it?

A green movie. 



Premieres on Dec 10

[image: ]

Rider

Directed by Nitiwat Cholawanisiri.

Who's in it?

Mario Maurer, Phuwanet Sichomphu, Saroja Chankimha and Marut Cheuncheamboon.

What's it about?

A horror-rider-comedy film that tells the story of a gang of troublesome riders, three best friends who have lived together and been close for a long time. 

Why watch it?

Shot in haunted locations. 
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Gouzhen (Black Dog)

Directed by Guan Hu.

Who's in it?

Eddie Peng, Chu Bu Hua Jie and Youwei Da. 

What's it about?

Released from jail, Lang returns to his hometown in Northwest China. As part of a dog patrol tasked with clearing stray dogs before the 2008 Olympics, he bonds with a black stray. The two lonely souls embark on a new journey together.

Why watch it?

Peng established such a strong bond with Xin, the dog featured in the film, that he adopted him after filming had wrapped.
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									Trumpet star to perform with RBSO

									
								

								Russian-born Israeli trumpet player Sergei Nakariakov will be guest soloist in the next concert by the Royal Bangkok Symphony Orchestra (RBSO) which will take place in the Main Hall of Thailand Cultural Centre, Ratchadaphisek Road, on Dec 14 at 7.30pm.
								The Sergei Nakariakov Plays Arutunian's Trumpet Concerto will open with Rattanakosin (R.E. 146-237), a symphonic poem by Vanich Potavanich, RBSO resident conductor and also Silpathorn artist. The piece aims to describe significant events of King Rama IX that occurred during R.E. 146-137 of the Rattanakosin period.

A number of its melodic motives are drawn from impactful national compositions, including King Rama IX's Candlelight Blue, the Thai national anthem, the Thai Royal Barge song and Vijit Jitrangsan's Rattanakosin (R.E. 1-145).

Then, Nakariakov will perform Arutiunian's sixth major composition Trumpet Concerto, an energetic powerhouse of Eastern European lyricism and harmonic textures that is usually played without pause.

Having established himself as one of the most sought-after trumpet players on the international stage, Nakariakov has performed with many of the world's most respected leading orchestras, conductors and musicians.

The second half of the programme will feature Bela Bartok's Concerto For Orchestra. Many of Bartok's works are severely uncompromising, however, in his last works, he had mellowed to an extraordinary degree, resulting in the composer's most popular orchestral work.

Tickets cost 600, 1,000, 1,500, 2,000 and 2,500 baht (half price for students and those aged 60 or above) and can be purchased from thaiticketmajor.com.
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									Chiang Mai set to showcase local talent

									
								

								The local creativity of Chiang Mai will be showcased on a global scale during Chiang Mai Design Week 2024, which will kick off this Saturday and run until Dec 15.
								Organised by the Creative Economy Agency, this 10th edition highlights the collaborative efforts to enhance local potential, bringing together diverse skills, perspectives and cultural heritage to create sustainable innovations.

It will take place in two main areas of Chiang Mai, spanning vibrant Chiang Mai Old City-Klang Wiang (Three Kings Monument-Lam Chang) and Chang Moi-TCDC Chiang Mai-Tha Phae. Additional activities will be held across other districts, including Hang Dong and San Kamphaeng.

More than 110 programmes have been arranged under the concept of "Scaling Local: Creativity, Technology And Sustainability -- For Reviving Recovery". They are categoried into six types of activities.

The "Showcase & Exhibition" focuses on three main themes -- business, creative industries and social issues -- to enhance people's quality of life by presenting innovative solutions and addressing community challenges in a practical and sustainable way.

The "Talk & Workshop" will be conducted by established and emerging local talents, while international creators will be sharing their perspectives on preserving identity in contemporary art in roundtable discussions.

While the "Event" caters to diver interests, the "District" presents creative district development initiatives such as "Urban Symphony" and "Lam Chang International Film".

Featured in "Music & Performance" will be Labb.Fest 2024, Chiang Mai Street Jazz Festival 2024 and Chiang Mai Ho, as well as performances by artists from diverse countries.

The "Market & Promotion" covers various marketplaces including the Pop Market which will bring a selection of products from over 140 brands, second-hand markets and local community markets to support businesses affected by the floods in October.

Visit chiangmaidesignweek.com.
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									Chiang Rai hosts Colours of Doi Tung Festival

									
								

								Doi Tung Development Project in Chiang Rai is hosting the annual Colours of Doi Tung Festival to celebrate the beauty of nature and ethnic culture until Jan 26.

 
								The "Winter WonderDoi" theme allows visitors to spend time in 11 charming botanical gardens surrounded by lush mountain scenery, indulge in ethnic cuisine at the food street, or look for handcrafted items that highlight the northern hills' natural and cultural wonders.

Akha, Lahu, Tai Yai, Lue, Lawa and Chinese cultural performances are expected at the Doi Tung Market, along with a large assortment of local delicacies and fresh produce from nearby farms. Tickets are 90 baht and it's open from 8am-6pm on Saturday, Sunday and public holidays.

Visit facebook.com/DoiTungClub.
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Turkish Airlines offers new amenity kits

To give customers a high-quality travel experience, Turkish Airlines has collaborated with Lanvin to come up with its Business Class amenity kit collection that focuses on sustainability and modern elegance.

The brand-new bags are crafted to be reusable and versatile for various purposes and inside you will find limited-edition Lanvin cosmetic products, including a hand and body lotion, a lip balm enriched with cocoa seed oil, shea oil, olive shell oil and coconut oil for the best hydration during flights.

Business Class amenity kit bags are available in brown, black, tan and cream, while a wallet-style black and brown bag is provided on international Business Class flights that last between five and eight hours.

The eye mask and socks are made with recycled materials, reducing the use of natural resources while maintaining comfort and style. The earplugs are packaged in paper to minimise single-use plastics and the toothbrush is crafted from bamboo.

[image: EMIRATES AIRLINE Photo Courtesy of EMIRATES AIRLINE]
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Emirates launches Airbus A350-900

Emirates recently launched the first Airbus A350-900 to enter its fleet at an exclusive event showcase in Dubai. The Emirates A350 can accommodate 312 passengers in three spacious cabin classes: 32 next-generation Business Class lie-flat seats, 21 Premium Economy seats and 259 generously pitched Economy Class seats.

The airline plans to launch its first scheduled commercial A350 flight to Edinburgh on Jan 3. Customers can expect to see the Emirates A350 in the coming months at current GCC destinations like Bahrain, Muscat and Kuwait, Lyon and Bologna in Europe and Colombo, Mumbai, and Ahmedabad in West Asia, in addition to new travel options that are up to 15 hours from Dubai to be announced in 2025.

Besides, Emirates operates two other aircraft types around the world to 140 destinations -- the widebody Boeing 777 aircraft and the iconic double decker Airbus A380 aircraft.
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									Harbin Ice and Snow Festival is back to chill and thrill

									
								

								As temperatures drop in many countries across Asia, the 26th Harbin Ice and Snow World is scheduled to open mid-month.
								[image: (Photo: Bloomberg)]
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Trucks laden with massive ice blocks -- preserved from last year -- are making their way through freshly fallen snow to the Ice and Snow World site in Harbin, the capital of China's Heilongjiang province. Snow World Park will this year feature a large-scale upgrade and is expected to break the Guinness World Record again, reaffirming its position as the largest ice and snow theme park in the world.

According to sources, the park will expand from 810,000m2 to 1,000,000m2. The amount of ice and snow used will also increase to 300,000m3, further enhancing its scale and grandeur.

The number of popular ice slides will increase from 16 to 24, offering more excitement for visitors while ice sculptures and snow constructions this year will feature elements from the upcoming 2025 Asian Winter Games.

Harbin, known as Ice City, has garnered attention on social media due to its ice and snow as well as its vibrant winter tourism scene. Last year, Harbin Ice Snow World attracted over 2.7 million visitors with its stunning ice sculptures and winter-themed attractions.

The surge in winter tourism in Harbin is part of a broader trend across China's booming ice and snow industry. Experts attribute the rising popularity of winter sports to the success of the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics, which significantly boosted interest in winter tourism.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Dec 4-10

									13 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix and Prime Video
								

								Looking for a title to binge watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Fly Me to the Moon

Premieres on Dec 6

Director Greg Berlanti's rom-com comedy caper follows marketing expert Kelly Jones and Nasa launch director Cole Davis in the 60s as they reluctantly team up to save Nasa's image. As hopes that the upcoming Apollo mission will be a success begin to dwindle, the two band together to create fake footage of the moon landing as a back-up plan to reassure the public (and save face with Russia amid Cold War tensions). Y'know, in case the real mission goes up in flames. 



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Tomorrow And I

Premieres on Dec 4

This series reimagines Thailand in a dystopian future where technology scrapes at the surface of old customs, exposing rips in the fabric of culture.

[image: ]

Maple Leaf Dreams

Premieres on Dec 4

For a couple down on their luck, Canada seemed like a good place to start over. But uprooting their lives slowly takes a toll on their courage

[image: ]

That Christmas

Premieres on Dec 4

It's an unforgettable Christmas for the townsfolk of Wellington-on-Sea when the worst snowstorm in history alters everyone's plans -- including Santa's.

[image: ]

Black Doves

Premieres on Dec 5

When a spy posing as a politician's wife learns her lover has been murdered, an old assassin friend joins her on a quest for truth -- and vengeance.

[image: ]

Mary

Premieres on Dec 6

A miraculous conception. A merciless king. A murderous pursuit. Mary's courageous journey to become the mother of Jesus unfolds in this biblical coming-of-age epic.

[image: ]

A Nonsense Christmas With Sabrina Carpenter

Premieres on Dec 6

Pop icon Sabrina Carpenter jingles all the bells in her first-ever variety music special full of Christmas hits, unexpected duets and comedic cameos.

[image: ]

Operation Undead

Premieres on Dec 10

When a weaponised virus turns soldiers into zombies, a corporal joins the hunt for the infected, only to learn that his brother is one of them.

[image: ]

Rugged Rugby: Conquer Or Die

Premieres on Dec 10

A sports survival reality show that showcases the intense competition among rugby athletes who give their all for the glory of victory. Filled with the thuds of bodies colliding and shouts of determination to move one step forward, this merciless rugby war will invite viewers to an entertaining and moving experience as it highlights the athletes' passion and genuine emotions.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Jack In Time for Christmas

Streaming now

In this festive feature, Jack Whitehall finds himself stranded in the USA with just four days to make it back to the UK for Christmas. With time ticking away, Jack embarks on an incredible and, some would say, implausible journey involving planes, trains, huskies, and bobsleighs. A stockingful of conveniently located famous faces help (and hinder) along the way as Jack navigates the chaos of Christmas and tries to make it home in time. A part scripted comedy, part unscripted travelogue. 

[image: ]

The Red Virgin

Premieres on Dec 5

A precocious and prolific writer in Spain's 30s is raised by her mother to become a model of future women.

[image: ]

The Sticky

Premieres on Dec 6

Inspired by the true story dubbed the "Great Canadian Maple Syrup Heist", the series follows Ruth Landry, a tough, middle-aged maple syrup farmer who turns to crime when the bureaucratic authorities threaten to take away everything she loves. She teams up with the hot-tempered Bostonian mobster and a mild-mannered French-Canadian security guard to carry out a multi-million dollar heist on Quebec's maple syrup surplus.

[image: ]

Secret Level

Premieres on Dec 10

A new adult-animated anthology series featuring original stories set within the worlds of some of the world's most beloved video games. From the creative minds behind Love, Death + Robots, each of the episodes is a celebration of games and gamers.
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									Step into the future on Dec 4

									Curtain raises for Thai sci-fi drama series
								

								What happens if technology disrupts morality and traditional Thai customs? Discover the answers in "Tomorrow And I", which premiers on Netflix on Dec 4 is an anthology series that takes viewers on a journey through a futuristic Thailand where technology has become an inescapable part of daily life.
								The series explores a reimagined Thailand across four distinct episodes, each exploring pressing issues that stretch the imagination. 

[image: ]

For more than three years, director Paween Purijitpanya, renowned for his futuristic sci-fi works in Thailand, and his production team meticulously crafted the series. "Each topic is thought-provoking and philosophical. With an anthology format, we can explore and question each issue more deeply. It's like giving audiences the experience of watching four different movies," he says of the four-episode series. 

The series employs challenging filming techniques, requiring meticulous attention to detail at every step to achieve the intended futuristic vision. "It was challenging because everything had to be newly created -- the appearance of the city, clothing, technology and the shape of various devices," Paween reflects. In the end, these elements were essential for building a realistic world and helped the actors understand their characters better.

* Bringing your loved ones back from the dead. 

[image: ]

Imagine a future where innovation has reached its peak, testing the boundaries of life and death. In this world, the cycle of birth, death, and being reborn may become an everyday reality through the technology of cloning.

Begin your journey with Black Sheep, an intense drama featuring Pakorn "Boy" Chatborrirak, Waruntorn "Ink" Paonil and Treechada "Poyd" Hongsyok. 

When a Thai astronaut's life is tragically cut short in an accident, extraordinary efforts are made to bring her back through cloning. The premiere episode prompts viewers to question their beliefs about Karma and the moral implications of altering fate.

* Welcome to a place where technology meets intimacy. 
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Have you ever felt that your partner couldn't quite meet your desires, or felt uncertain because you're still new to relationships? What if there's a city where technology might provide the solution? Enter a world where intelligent sex robots are designed to cater to every emotional and physical need.

In Paradistopia, a paradise on Earth that challenges society's taboos. In the episode, all sexual desires are fulfilled by intelligent sex robots trained by national-level sex experts, starring Violette Wautier and Timethai.

* What if a techno-monk joined the Buddha and the dharma in the triple gem, replacing the Sangha?

[image: ]

Imagine artificial intelligence continuing ancient teachings preserved and upheld for over 2,500 years, revolutionising Buddhism. Could this challenge traditional faith, or signal the end of the monastic order?

Buddha Data tackles a topic deeply rooted in Thai society: religion. When ancient beliefs accumulated over thousands of years collide with futuristic artificial intelligence, can traditional ways coexist with advanced technology? Explore this modern reinterpretation with Ray Macdonald, Aelm Thavornsiri and Pongsatorn Jongwilas.

* If an entire city were submerged underwater after years of relentless rainfall, how would humanity survive? 

[image: ]

Would people fall into despair as the waters rose, or would they have to rely on "octopuses", potentially the last hope for survival? When this moment arrives, everyone will face a crisis beyond our species' abilities.

Closing the series is Octopus Girl, which is set in a world facing unending rains -- a consequence of the global warming crisis. The story follows two young best friends living in a neglected slum in a country where those in power prioritise personal gain over public welfare. As a waterborne pandemic ravages their community, how will they survive? Wade through the waters with Chananticha "Tangkwa" Chaipa, Wanichaya "Minna" Pornpanarittichai, and Thongchai "Pingpong" Thongkuntom.

"Beyond just entertainment, I hope each episode prompts the audience to reflect on what the best answer is for each situation," Wautier says. "This exploration could lead us to broader perspectives, even beyond what unfolds in the series."

[image: ]

Unveil the future in Tomorrow And I, the series that will spark imagination and challenge perceptions of a world where technology seamlessly integrates into every facet of life. Premieres on Netflix on Dec 4. 
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									Soulful grooves

									Shintaro Sakamoto captivated the crowd with his first performance in Bangkok
								

								On a recent warm Bangkok evening, Shintaro Sakamoto stepped onto the stage at Maho Rasop Music Festival for his first-ever performance in Thailand. For fans of the Japanese singer/songwriter, it was an electrifying moment -- a rare opportunity to witness the visionary artist who has quietly redefined modern music with his eclectic blend of soft rock, reggae, bossa nova and psychedelia. As a founding member of the legendary rock band Yura Yura Teikoku and now a celebrated solo artist, Sakamoto's ability to push creative boundaries has made him a revered figure in Japan's music scene and beyond.
								Sakamoto's performance, part of a carefully curated line-up at Maho Rasop on Nov 24, was nothing short of mesmerising. Drawing from his acclaimed solo albums, including his latest release Like A Fable (2022), he delivered a set that balanced lush melodies with wistful lyricism, leaving audiences spellbound.

"Thailand is a country I love and have visited several times as a tourist," he shared in an exclusive interview with Life before the show. "I have always wanted to perform here, so I am really looking forward to the performance. We will perform as usual. I am interested to see how the Thai people respond."

For Sakamoto, the moment marked more than just a geographical milestone -- it was a testament to his enduring relevance and artistic evolution. As the frontman of Yura Yura Teikoku, Sakamoto helped shape the psychedelic rock sound that defined the band's 21-year run. When the group disbanded in 2010 at the height of its popularity, it was a shock to fans and the industry alike. Yet, for Sakamoto, it was a turning point, leading him to embark on a solo journey that would reveal an entirely new dimension of his artistry.
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"The main changes were a move away from a loud rock sound and towards a more groovy sound with fewer sounds and less distortion on the guitars," Sakamoto explained, reflecting on his transition from bandleader to solo artist.

"Instruments that had not been used live before, such as chorus, percussion, saxophone and flute, were added." This evolution wasn't the result of a grand plan but rather an organic process. "It just happened naturally," he said.

Sakamoto's solo career began with How To Live With A Phantom (2011), an album that embraced a sophisticated, genre-mashing soundscape infused with elements of pop, funk and psychedelia. Each subsequent release built on this foundation, exploring themes of mortality, nostalgia and the human condition. By the time he released Like A Fable, Sakamoto had solidified his reputation as a master of creating immersive sonic worlds.

"The songs I like have a common nuance even if they are in different genres," he noted. "It's hard to explain it in words. I want to express that nuance myself, rather than imitating the style."

Despite his success, Sakamoto remains deeply connected to his roots in Yura Yura Teikoku. The band's influence can still be felt in his solo work, even as he ventures into uncharted territory.

[image: Soulful grooves]

"When I first went solo, I think there were a lot of fans from my Yura Yura Teikoku days," he said. "But now there are a lot of young people who discovered Yura Yura Teikoku through my solo work. Both are music that I create, so I think the core of the songs remains the same."

This year, Sakamoto faced a poignant loss with the passing of his former bandmate and close friend Chiyo Kamekawa, Yura Yura Teikoku's bassist. The loss was a reminder of the fragility of life and the enduring bonds forged through music.

"It was a very sad event," he admitted. "I felt proud once again to have made music together with him. Recently, many other musicians, both senior and of the same generation, have passed away. I feel even more grateful that I am still healthy and able to perform in various places."

Sakamoto's journey from the raw, experimental energy of Yura Yura Teikoku to the introspective elegance of his solo work speaks to his ability to continually reinvent himself while staying true to his artistic vision. His Bangkok debut was a celebration of this evolution, with a carefully curated setlist that showcased the breadth of his musical universe.

"Because we have limited time, we will play a selection of pieces from the various types of music we usually play," he said before the show.

[image: Soulful grooves]

As the night unfolded, it became clear why Sakamoto's music resonates with fans of all ages and backgrounds. His ability to blend diverse influences into a cohesive sound is unparalleled, creating music that feels both deeply personal and universally relatable.

"My approach to songwriting remains the same," he said when asked how his creative process has changed over the years. Yet, there's an undeniable intimacy to his solo work, a sense that he's inviting listeners into his world rather than performing from a distance.

Looking ahead, Sakamoto remains committed to exploring new horizons, though he prefers to let his music evolve naturally. "I don't know if it's a new direction," he mused. "But it would be great if I could continue to create music that moves me and gives me fresh feelings."

For the audience at Maho Rasop, Sakamoto's performance was a rare gift -- a chance to witness an artist at the height of his powers, unbound by genre or convention. It was a fitting debut for an artist whose work defies easy categorisation and whose music continues to inspire and captivate across borders and generations.
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									Illustration fair returns to CentralWorld

									
								

								The Bangkok Illustration Fair is back with works by Thai and foreign illustrators at CentralWorld Live, 8th floor of CentralWorld, Ratchadamri Road, from tomorrow to Sunday.
								Organised by Happening and What If in collaboration with many international organisations, this fourth edition will see works by 161 artists from 13 countries including China, Taiwan, Japan, Korea, Australia, Russia, Hong Kong, the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Singapore, Bangladesh and Thailand.

This is an opportunity for visitors to get up close with artists, share their experiences and get inspiration. The artists will also be selling merchandise alongside exhibitions from 11 guest domestic and international artists. Held with the aim to bring potentially talented Thai artists to the world stage, the event is one of the highlight fairs for illustrators in Southeast Asia and the surrounding regions.

To step up to the next level, this year's fair has the Around The World and Artist Exchange zones for Thai and international organisations to host illustration exhibitions.

There will also be B2A (Business to Artist) space for anyone interested in contacting artists for future work opportunities. Moreover, any artist and anyone who likes to create art is invited to bring their works along with their contact to place on the BKKIF Wall for everyone to see.

Tickets cost 150 baht from eventpop.me and 200 baht at the door.

Visit bangkokillustrationfair.com.
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