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                    President Joe Biden speaks at the White House Conference on Women's Health Research from the East Room of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden is commuting the sentences of roughly 1,500 people who were released from prison and placed on home confinement during the coronavirus pandemic and is pardoning 39 Americans convicted of nonviolent crimes. It's the largest single-day act of clemency in modern history.
The commutations announced Thursday are for people who have served out home confinement sentences for at least one year after they were released. Prisons were uniquely bad for spreading the virus and some inmates were released in part to stop the spread. At one point, 1 in 5 prisoners had COVID-19, according to a tally kept by The Associated Press. 
Biden said he would be taking more steps in the weeks ahead and would continue to review clemency petitions. The second largest single-day act of clemency was by Barack Obama, with 330, shortly before leaving office in 2017.

    


"America was built on the promise of possibility and second chances," Biden said in a statement. "As president, I have the great privilege of extending mercy to people who have demonstrated remorse and rehabilitation, restoring opportunity for Americans to participate in daily life and contribute to their communities, and taking steps to remove sentencing disparities for non-violent offenders, especially those convicted of drug offenses."




The clemency follows a broad pardon for his son Hunter, who was prosecuted for gun and tax crimes. Biden is under pressure from advocacy groups to pardon broad swaths of people, including those on federal death row, before the Trump administration takes over in January. He's also weighing whether to issue preemptive pardons to those who investigated Trump's effort to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election and are facing possible retribution when he takes office.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Clemency is the term for the power the president has to pardon, in which a person is relieved of guilt and punishment, or to commute a sentence, which reduces or eliminates the punishment but doesn't exonerate the wrongdoing. It's customary for a president to grant mercy at the end of his term, using the power of the office to wipe away records or end prison terms. 

    


Those pardoned Thursday had been convicted of nonviolent crimes such as drug offenses and turned their lives around, White House lawyers said. They include a woman who led emergency response teams during natural disasters; a church deacon who has worked as an addiction counselor and youth counselor; a doctoral student in molecular biosciences; and a decorated military veteran. 
The president had previously issued 122 commutations and 21 other pardons. He's also broadly pardoned those convicted of use and simple possession of marijuana on federal lands and in the District of Columbia, and pardoned former U.S. service members convicted of violating a now-repealed military ban on consensual gay sex. 
Rep. Jim McGovern, D-Mass., and 34 other lawmakers are urging the president to pardon environmental and human rights lawyer Steven Donziger, who was imprisoned or under house arrest for three years because of a contempt of court charge related to his work representing Indigenous farmers in a lawsuit against Chevron. 

    


Others are advocating for Biden to commute the sentences of federal death row prisoners. His attorney general, Merrick Garland, paused federal executions. Biden had said on the campaign trail in 2020 that he wanted to end the death penalty but he never did, and now, with Trump coming back into office, it's likely executions will resume. During his first term, Trump presided over an unprecedented number of federal executions, carried out during the height of the pandemic.
More clemency grants are coming before Biden leaves office on Jan. 20, but it's not clear whether he'll take action to guard against possible prosecution by Trump, an untested use of the power. The president has been taking the idea seriously and has been thinking about it for as much as six months -- before the presidential election -- but has been concerned about the precedent it would set, according to people familiar with the matter who spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity to discuss internal discussions. 

    


But those who received the pardons would have to accept them. New California Sen. Adam Schiff, who was a part of the House committee that investigated the violent Jan. 6 insurrection, said such a pardon from Biden would be "unnecessary," and that the president shouldn't be spending his waning days in office worrying about this. 
For Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., another target of Trump's threats, said in a statement this week that his suggestion that she and others be jailed for the investigations "is a continuation of his assault on the rule of law and the foundations of our republic."

Before pardoning his son, Biden had repeatedly pledged not to do so. He said in a statement explaining his reversal that the prosecution had been poisoned by politics. The decision prompted criminal justice advocates and lawmakers to put additional public pressure on the administration to use that same power for everyday Americans. It wasn't a very popular move; only about 2 in 10 Americans approved of his decision, according to a poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.
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            Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, talks after a policy luncheon on Capitol Hill, Sept. 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)
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            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's choice to be defense secretary, arrives for a meeting with Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, speaks following the Senate Republican policy luncheon at the Capitol in Washington, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr., File)
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            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Defense Secretary, gives a thumbs-up as he walks with his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, to meet with Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- She's an Iraq War combat veteran and sexual assault survivor who has advocated for years to improve how the military handles claims of sexual misconduct.
But when Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, appeared initially cool to the nomination of President-elect Donald Trump 's choice of Pete Hegseth to serve as defense secretary -- a man who once said women should not serve in combat and who has himself been accused of sexual assault -- she faced an onslaught of criticism from within her own party, including threats of a potential primary challenge in 2026.
"The American people spoke," said Bob Vander Plaats, president and CEO of the Family Leader and a conservative activist in Ernst's home state.
"When you sign up for this job, it's a big boy and big girl job, and she's feeling the pressure of people vocalizing their disappointment, their concern with how she's handling this."

    


The pressure campaign against Ernst, once a rising member of the GOP leadership, shows there is little room in Trump's party for those who can't get to yes on Hegseth or any of his other picks for his incoming administration




It underscores the power Trump is expected to wield on Capitol Hill in a second term and serves as a warning to other lawmakers who may be harboring their own concerns about other Trump selections, including Robert F. Kennedy Jr. for health secretary and Tulsi Gabbard to be director of national intelligence.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"If the king wants a different senator from Iowa, we'll have one. If he doesn't, we won't," said Iowa talk show host Steve Deace, suggesting on his show Monday that he would be willing to jump in against Ernst if Trump wanted a challenger. "I think someone's got to be made an example out of, whether it's Joni or someone else."

    


Ernst's allies say she can handle criticism
People close to Ernst, a retired Army National Guard lieutenant colonel, stress her mettle and say her eventual decision will depend on her assessment of Hegseth, a former "Fox & Friends Weekend" host and veteran, and nothing else.
"Has there been Twitter pressure? Sure. But Joni's a combat veteran. She's not easily pressured," said David Kochel, an Iowa Republican strategist and longtime Ernst friend and adviser.
Ernst has worked steadily to shore up her relationship with Trump after declining to endorse him before the Iowa caucuses that kicked off this year's campaign for the Republican presidential nomination. During a recent visit to Mar-a-Lago, Trump's Florida club, she met with Trump and billionaire Elon Musk with ideas for their budget-slashing Department of Government Efficiency. She heads up a newly formed DOGE caucus in the Senate.
Trump has not tried personallty to pressure Ernst to back Hegseth, according to a person familiar with their conversations who spoke on condition of anonymity to disclose them. And he has not targeted her -- or any potential holdouts -- publicly in social media posts.
He also hasn't had to.
The response to Ernst built quickly, first in whispers following her initially cool remarks after meeting with Hegseth, then into a pile-on from powerful figures in the "Make America Great Again" movement. 

    


Only about 2 in 10 Americans approve of Hegseth's nomination, according to Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs polling. About one-third of Republicans approve of him as a pick, and 16% disapprove. Another 1 in 10 Republicans, roughly, are neutral and say they neither approve nor disapprove.
Trump allies had been concerned that a successful effort to derail Hegseth's candidacy would empower opposition to other nominees, undermining his projections of complete dominance of the party. In the narrowly held Senate, with a 53-47 GOP majority in the new year, any Trump nominee can only afford a few Republican "no" votes if all Democrats are opposed.
Those piling on included Trump's eldest son, Donald Trump Jr., and conservative activist Charlie Kirk, who warned that Ernst's political career was "in serious jeopardy" and that primary challengers stood at the ready.
One social media post from the CEO of The Federalist featured side-by-side photos comparing Ernst to ousted Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., whom Trump recently said deserves to be jailed, along with other members of the House committee that investigated the Capitol riot.

    


Building America's Future, a conservative nonprofit, announced plans to spend half a million dollars supporting Trump's pick of Hegseth, the Daily Caller first reported. The group has already spent thousands on Facebook and Instagram ads featuring Ernst's photo and is running a commercial urging viewers to call their senators to back him.
Criticism mounted at home, too. Iowa Attorney General Brenna Bird, who quickly endeared herself to Trump when she became the highest-ranking state official to endorse him ahead of this year's caucuses, wrote an op-ed for the conservative Breitbart news site that was seen as a not-so-subtle warning.

    


"What we're witnessing in Washington right now is a Deep State attempt to undermine the will of the people," she wrote.
Local Republican groups also encouraged Iowans to call Ernst's office and urged her to back Trump's picks.
While incumbents have particular staying power in Iowa, Trump has a track record of ending the careers of those who cross him.
Trump campaign senior adviser Jason Miller defended the tactics.
"Right now, this is President Trump's party," he said Tuesday at The Wall Street Journal's CEO Council Summit in Washington. "I think voters want to see the president being able to put in his people."
A warning of what is to come
Ernst has gradually appeared to soften on Hegseth. By Monday, after meeting with him once again, she issued a statement saying they had had "encouraging conversations."
Ernst said Hegseth committed "to completing a full audit of the Pentagon" and to hire a senior official who will "prioritize and strengthen my work to prevent sexual assault within the ranks."
"As I support Pete through this process, I look forward to a fair hearing based on truth, not anonymous sources," she said.
But for many Republican senators who have found themselves on the wrong side of Trump, it was hard not to see the campaign against Ernst as a warning.

Sen. Lisa Murkowski, the Alaska Republican who also met with Hegseth this week, said the attacks seemed "a little more intense than usual," while acknowledging that she is "no stranger" to similar MAGA-led campaigns. She was reelected in 2022 after beating a Trump-endorsed challenger.
Murkowski said the potential attacks don't weigh into her decision-making, but added, "I'm sure that it factors into Sen. Ernst's."
___ Colvin reported from New York and Fingerhut from Des Moines, Iowa.
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            President-elect Donald Trump speaks during a Time magazine Person of the Year event at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            China's President Xi Jinping gathers for the world leaders' group photo at the G20 Summit, in Rio de Janeiro, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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                                        WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump has invited Chinese President Xi Jinping to attend his inauguration next month -- extending a diplomatic olive branch even as Trump threatens to levy massive tariffs on Chinese goods.
Trump's incoming press secretary, Karoline Leavitt, confirmed on Thursday that Trump invited Xi, but said it was "to be determined" if the leader of the United States' most significant economic and military competitor would attend.
"This is an example of President Trump creating an open dialogue with leaders of countries that are not just our allies, but our adversaries and our competitors too," Leavitt said in an appearance on Fox News' program "Fox & Friends." "We saw this in his first term. He got a lot of criticism for it, but it led to peace around this world. He is willing to talk to anyone and he will always put America's interest first."

    


CBS News first reported the invitation to Xi.
Asked at a Chinese Foreign Ministry briefing on Thursday about Trump's invitation, spokesperson Mao Ning responded: "I have nothing to share at present."
Leavitt said that other foreign leaders have also been invited, but did not provide any details. 




The move by Trump to invite a leader of an adversarial nation to the American moment that is Inauguration Day is unorthodox. But it also squares with his belief that foreign policy--much like a business negotiation--should be carried out with carrots and sticks to get the United States' opponents to operate closer to his administration's preferred terms.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Jim Bendat, a historian and author of "Democracy's Big Day: The Inauguration of Our President," said he was not aware of a previous U.S. inauguration attended by foreign head of state.
"It's not necessarily a bad thing to invite foreign leaders to attend," Bendat said. "But it sure would make more sense to invite an ally before an adversary."

    


Trump on Thursday during an appearance at the New York Stock Exchange, where he was ringing the opening bell to open the market, said he's been "thinking about inviting certain people to the inauguration" without referring to any specific individuals.
"And some people said, 'Wow, that's a little risky, isn't it?'" Trump said. "And I said, 'Maybe it is. We'll see. We'll see what happens.' But we like to take little chances."
Meanwhile, a top aide to Hungarian President Viktor Orban, one of Trump's most vocal supporters on the world stage, said Thursday that Orban isn't slated to attend the inauguration. 
"There is no such plan, at least for the time being," said Gergely Gulyas, Orban's chief of staff. 
The nationalist Hungarian leader is embraced by Trump but has faced isolation in Europe as he's sought to undermine the European Union's support for Ukraine, and routinely blocked, delayed or watered down the bloc's efforts to provide weapons and funding and to sanction Moscow for its invasion. Orban recently met with Trump at Mar-a-Lago.
Every country's chief of mission to the United States will also be invited, according to a Trump Inaugural Committee official who was not authorized to comment publicly and spoke on condition of anonymity.

    


The invitation comes as Trump has vowed to enact massive tariffs on Canada, Mexico and China to get those countries to do more to reduce illegal immigration and the flow of illegal drugs such as fentanyl into the United States.
He has said that, on his first day in office in January, he would impose 25% tariffs on all goods imported from Mexico and Canada and that China could be hit with even higher tariffs.
China produces precursor chemicals used in the production of fentanyl, but Beijing has stepped up efforts over the last year to crack down on the export of the chemicals.
"We've been talking and discussing with President Xi, some things, and others, other world leaders, and I think we're going to do very well all around," Trump said in a CNBC interview Thursday. 
Xi during a meeting with President Joe Biden last month in Beijing urged the United States not to start a trade war.

    


"Make the wise choice," Xi cautioned. "Keep exploring the right way for two major countries to get along well with each other."
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has also pushed back on Trump's threats, warning such a tariffs move would be perilous for the U.S. economy as well.
Trudeau earlier this week said that Americans "are beginning to wake up to the real reality that tariffs on everything from Canada would make life a lot more expensive" and said he will retaliate if Trump goes ahead with them.
Trump responded by calling Canada a state and Trudeau the governor.
In addition to the tariff dispute, U.S.-China relations are strained over other issues, including what U.S. officials see as Beijing indirectly supporting Russia's war on Ukraine.
The Biden administration says China has supported Russia with a surge in sales of dual use components that help keep its military industrial base afloat. 

    


U.S. officials also have expressed frustration with Beijing for not doing more to rein in North Korea's support for the Russian war.
China accounts for the vast majority of North Korea's trade.
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has dispatched thousands of troops to Russia to help repel Ukrainian forces from the Kursk border region. The North Koreans also have provided Russia with artillery and other munitions, according to U.S. and South Korean intelligence officials.

Trump's Jan. 20 inauguration takes place a day after the U.S. deadline for ByteDance, the Chinese parent company of social media giant TikTok, to sell the social media app or face a ban in the United States. 
--
Associated Press writer Balint Domotor in Budapest, Hungary, contributed reporting. 
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            FILE - A ground mural depicting a portrait of Breonna Taylor is seen at Chambers Park in Annapolis, Md., July 6, 2020. The ex-Louisville officer who fatally shot Breonna Taylor during a botched police raid took the witness stand Friday, Nov. 3, 2023, and criticized the actions of a former officer who is on trial on charges of violating Taylor's civil rights. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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            This undated file photo provided by Taylor family attorney Sam Aguiar shows Breonna Taylor in Louisville, Ky. (Courtesy of Taylor Family attorney Sam Aguiar via AP, File)
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            An image of Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old Black woman who was fatally shot by police in her Louisville, Ky., apartment, is seen as people march to honor the 60th Anniversary of the March on Washington, Saturday, Aug. 26, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            A ground mural depicting a portrait of Breonna Taylor is seen at Chambers Park in Annapolis, Md., July 6, 2020. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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                                        LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -- The U.S. Justice Department and the city of Louisville have reached an agreement to reform the city's police force after an investigation prompted by the fatal police shooting of Breonna Taylor, officials said Thursday.
The consent decree, which must be approved by a judge, follows a federal investigation that found Louisville police have engaged in a pattern of violating constitutional rights and discrimination against the Black community.
Louisville Mayor Craig Greenberg said the "historic content decree" will build upon and accelerate, this transformational police reform we have already begun in Louisville." He noted that "significant improvements" have already been implemented since Taylor's death in March 2020. That includes a city law banning the use of "no-knock" warrants. 
The Justice Department report released in March 2023 said the Louisville police department "discriminates against Black people in its enforcement activities," uses excessive force and conducts searches based on invalid warrants. It also said the department violates the rights of people engaged in protests.

    


"This conduct harmed community members and undermined public trust in law enforcement that is essential for public safety," said Assistant Attorney General Kristen Clarke, who leads the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division. "This consent decree marks a new day for Louisville." 




Once the consent decree is agreed upon, a federal officer will monitor the progress made by the city.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Justice Department under the Biden administration opened 12 civil rights investigations into law enforcement agencies, but this is the first that has reached a consent decree. The Justice Department and the city of Springfield, Massachusetts announced an agreement in 2022 but the investigation into that police department was opened under President Donald Trump's first administration.

    


City officials in Memphis have taken a different approach, pushing against the need for a Justice Department consent decree to enact reforms in light of a federal investigation launched after Tyre Nichols' killing that found Memphis officers routinely use unwarranted force and disproportionately target Black people. Memphis officials have not ruled eventually agreeing to a consent decree, but have said the city can make changes more effectively without committing to a binding pact.

It remains to be seen what will happen to attempts to reach such agreements between cities and the Justice Department once President-elect Donald Trump returns to the White House. The Justice Department under the first Trump administration curtailed the use of consent decrees, and the Republican president-elect is expected to again radically reshape the department's priorities around civil rights.
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            FILE - FAA Administrator Mike Whitaker speaks at a news conference at FAA headquarters in Washington, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Whitaker, the nation's top aviation regulator, said Thursday, June 13, 2024, that the Federal Aviation Administration should have been more aware of manufacturing problems inside Boeing before a panel blew off a 737 Max during a flight in January. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            FAA Administrator Mike Whitaker testifies before the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Aviation, Sept. 24, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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                                        The head of the Federal Aviation Administration, who has led a tougher enforcement policy against Boeing since a panel blew off a jetliner in January, said Thursday that he will step down next month, clearing the way for President-elect Donald Trump to name his choice to lead the agency.
Mike Whitaker announced his pending resignation in a message to employees of the FAA, which regulates airlines and aircraft manufacturers and manages the nation's airspace. He became the agency's administrator in October 2023.
Since then, the challenges confronting Whitaker have included a surge in close calls between planes, a need for stricter oversight of Boeing. antiquated equipment and a shortage of air traffic controllers at a time of high consumer demand for air travel. 
"The United States is the safest and most complex airspace in the world, and that is because of your commitment to the safety of the flying public," Whitaker said in the message to employees. "This has been the best and most challenging job of my career, and I wanted you to hear directly from me that my tenure will come to a close on January 20, 2025."

    


Whitaker took the helm of the FAA after the Senate, which is frequently divided along partisan lines, voted 98-0 last year to confirm his selection by President Joe Biden. The agency had been without a Senate-confirmed chief for nearly 19 months, and a previous Biden nominee withdrew in the face of Republican opposition.




FAA administrators -- who hold a job that has long been seen as nonpartisan -- generally serve for five years, but that has not happened recently. Whitaker's predecessor, Stephen Dickson, also stepped down early before fulfilling his term.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Whitaker served as deputy FAA administrator during the Obama administration, and later as an executive for an air taxi company. 
Less than three months into his tenure leading the FAA, a Boeing 737 Max lost a door-plug panel during an Alaska Airlines flight over Oregon, renewing safety concerns about the plane and the company. Whitaker grounded similar models and required Boeing to submit a plan for improving manufacturing quality and safety. 

    


Whitaker said the FAA's oversight of Boeing had been "too hands-off -- too focused on paperwork audits and not focused enough on inspections."
In August, the FAA said it had doubled its enforcement cases against Boeing since the January door-plug blowout.
Senators from both parties praised Whitaker on Thursday before a hearing on the FAA's air traffic control system, which has been plagued by a shortage of controllers and old equipment. A computer system that offers safety information to pilots failed in January 2023, causing more than 1,300 flight cancellations and thousands of delays in a single day.
Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, who led the opposition to Biden's first pick to lead FAA, said the unanimous confirmation vote for Whitaker was a "testament to his experience, his judgement and his apolitical nature. He has ably led the agency during a challenging period."
Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill., who heads the Senate aviation subcommittee, said Whitaker's oversight of Boeing has been essential. "Our aviation system is safer because of his service," she said.

    


Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-Wash., chair of the Senate Commerce Committee, which will consider Trump's nominee to replace Whitaker, said the successor "needs to be ready on day one to continue the job of restoring the FAA's safety culture and providing real oversight of the aviation sector."

One factor that may affect Trump's choice is input from Tesla CEO Elon Musk, who has been at odds with the FAA for slowing the Starship mega rocket developed by the billionaire's SpaceX company. Musk, who Trump has named to lead a new "Department of Government Efficiency," or DOGE, has accused the FAA of being overly bureaucratic. 
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            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Defense Secretary, gives a thumbs-up as he walks with his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, to meet with Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Tulsi Gabbard arrives to speak before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally in Lititz, Pa., Nov. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            Robert Kennedy Jr., speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., arrives before Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Doral, Fla., July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's choice to be defense secretary, arrives for a meeting with Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As several of President-elect Donald Trump's choices for high-level positions in his incoming administration face scrutiny on Capitol Hill, a poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that Americans have their own doubts. 
Relatively few Americans overall approve of Pete Hegseth, Trump's choice to lead the Department of Defense, or Tulsi Gabbard, his pick for intelligence chief, although a substantial share doesn't know who those figures are. The other selections who were included in the poll, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. for health secretary and Marco Rubio for secretary of state, are more well-known but not much more popular among Americans overall.
Trump and his allies are pushing Republican senators to confirm his picks, who are meeting with lawmakers before Trump returns to the White House next month. Given the Republicans' slim majority in the Senate, the stakes are high for each Trump pick.




Only about 2 in 10 Americans approve of Hegseth's nomination
An Army veteran and former Fox News commentator, Hegseth has been trying to make his case amid allegations of excessive drinking and the revelation that he made a settlement payment after being accused of a sexual assault that he denies. Trump has reiterated his support for Hegseth, who appears to have won over some of the senators who were once critical of his selection.
Hegseth is still an unknown quantity for many Americans. About 4 in 10 don't know enough about him to give an opinion, according to the poll. But his selection is viewed more negatively than positively among Americans who do know who he is. About 2 in 10 U.S. adults approve of Hegseth being picked for Trump's Cabinet, while 36% disapprove and about 1 in 10 don't know enough to have an opinion. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He has higher support among Republicans, but it's not overwhelming. Many Republicans do not have an opinion of Hegseth: About 4 in 10 say they don't know enough about him. About one-third of Republicans approve of him as a pick, and 16% disapprove. Another 1 in 10 Republicans, roughly, are neutral and say they neither approve nor disapprove. 
Those approval numbers among Republicans are at least slightly lower for Hegseth than any of the other names included in the poll.

    


Approval of Gabbard's nomination is also low
Gabbard, who represented Hawaii in the House for four terms as a Democrat, sought the 2020 presidential nomination before leaving her party. She was one of Trump's most sought-after surrogates in the 2024 campaign. Gabbard has faced new questions about her proximity to Syria amid the sudden end  of Syrian President Bashar Assad's long hold on power.
Gabbard is as unknown as Hegseth is, but Americans are a little less likely to disapprove of her nomination. About 2 in 10 Americans approve of Trump's pick of Gabbard, while about 3 in 10 disapprove. The rest either do not know enough to say -- about 4 in 10 said this -- or have a neutral view.
Approval is slightly higher among Republicans than Hegseth's, though. About 4 in 10 Republicans approve of the choice, while very few disapprove and 16% have a neutral view. Similar to Americans overall, about 4 in 10 Republicans don't know enough to say. 

    


Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is better known -- and less well-liked
A scion of a famous Democratic dynasty, Kennedy made a name in his own right as an environmental attorney who successfully took on large corporations. In recent decades, he has increasingly devoted his energy to promoting claims about vaccines that contradict the overwhelming consensus of scientists. Trump has said he would give Kennedy free rein over health policy -- from drug, vaccine and food safety to medical research and the social safety net programs Medicare and Medicaid. 
Only 14% of Americans say they don't know enough to have an opinion about Trump's move to name Kennedy, but that greater name recognition doesn't translate into warmer feelings. About 4 in 10 Americans disapprove of Trump's selection of Kennedy, while about 3 in 10 approve and 14% are neutral.
Once a contender for the Democratic presidential primary, Kennedy has become something of a GOP darling, with a strong majority of Republicans approving of him joining the Trump administration. About 6 in 10 Republicans approve, and only about 1 in 10 disapprove. About 2 in 10 are neutral, and about 1 in 10 don't know enough about him to say.

    


Americans split on Marco Rubio
In his third Senate term from Florida, Rubio has gone from a Trump rival for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination to one of his staunchest congressional allies. Rubio is seen as having the incoming president's ear on foreign policy issues, particularly related to Latin America. 
Americans are divided about Rubio being elevated to a key Cabinet role: About 3 in 10 approve, and a similar share disapprove, while about 2 in 10 don't know enough to say and 15% neither approve nor disapprove. 
Most Republicans, nearly 6 in 10, approve, making his selection nearly as popular with this group as Kennedy's. Only about 1 in 10 Republicans disapprove, while 14% are neutral and about 2 in 10 don't know enough to say.
Rubio, who is Cuban American, earns higher approval among Hispanic adults than some of Trump's other high-profile choices, but more still disapprove than approve. 

    


___

The poll of 1,251 adults was conducted Dec. 5-9, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for adults overall is plus or minus 3.7 percentage points.
___
Kinnard reported from Columbia, South Carolina. 
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House passes bill to add 66 new federal judgeships, but prospects murky after Biden veto threat
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                    FILE - Rep. Jerry Nadler, D-N.Y., is pictured before a hearing, Nov. 7, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- What was once a bipartisan effort to expand by 66 the number of federal district judgeships across the country passed the House of Representatives on Thursday, though prospects for becoming law are murky after Republicans opted to bring the measure to the floor only after President-elect Donald Trump had won a second term.
The legislation spreads out the establishment of the new trial court judgeships over more than a decade to give three presidential administrations and six Congresses the chance to appoint the new judges. It was carefully designed so that lawmakers would not knowingly give an advantage to either political party when it comes to shaping the federal judiciary.
The Senate passed the measure unanimously in August, but the Republican-led House brought it to the floor only after the election results were known. The bill passed by a vote of 236-173 Thursday with the vast majority of Democrats opposed. 

    


The White House said Tuesday that if President Joe Biden were presented with the bill, he would veto it. That likely dooms the bill this Congress, as overruling him would require a two-thirds majority in both the House and Senate. The House vote Thursday fell well short of that.




Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., the sponsor of the House version of the bill, apologized to colleagues "for the hour we're taking for something we should have done before the mid-term elections."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"But we are where we are," Issa said, warning that failure to pass the legislation would lead to a greater case backlog that he said is already costing American businesses billions of dollars and forcing prosecutors to take more plea agreements from criminal defendants.
"It would only be pettiness today if we were not to do this because of who got to be first," Issa said.
But Democrats said the agreement central to the bill was broken by GOP leaders because they opted not to bring it up for a vote before the election.

    


"Unfortunately, we are back where we have always been every time a bill to create new judgeships comes before Congress -- with one party seeking a tactical advantage over the other," said Rep. Jerry Nadler, the lead Democrat on the House Judiciary Committee.
Organizations representing judges and attorneys urged Congress to vote yes, regardless of the timing of congressional action. They said that a lack of new federal judgeships has contributed to profound delays in the resolution of cases and serious concerns about access to justice.
"Failure to enact the JUDGES Act will condemn our judicial system to more years of unnecessary delays and will deprive parties in the most impacted districts from obtaining appropriate justice and timely relief under the rule of law," the presidents of the Federal Judges Association and Federal Bar Association said in a joint statement issued before the vote.
The change of heart from some Democrats and the new urgency from House Republicans for considering it underscored the contentious politics that surrounds federal judicial vacancies. 

    


Senate roll-call votes are required for almost every judicial nominee these days, and most votes for the Supreme Court and appellate courts are now decided largely along party lines. Lawmakers are generally hesitant to hand presidents from the opposing party new opportunities to shape the judiciary.
Nadler said the bill would give Trump 25 judicial nominations on top of the 100-plus spots that are expected to open up over the next four years. He said that Trump used his first term to stack the courts with "dangerously unqualified and ideological appointees."
"Giving him more power to appoint additional judges would be irresponsible," Nadler said.
Nadler said he's willing to take up comparable legislation in the years ahead and give the additional judicial appointments to "unknown presidents yet to come," but until then, he was urging colleagues to vote against the bill.
Rep. Troy Nehls, R-Texas, said the bill would create 10 new judges in his state and authorize additional courtroom locations to improve access for rural residents. He said it would reduce case backlogs and ensure the administration of justice in a reasonable time frame.

    


"Make no mistake folks, the sudden opposition to this bill from my friends on the other side of the aisle is nothing more than childish foot-stomping," Nehls said.
Speaker Mike Johnson said Democrats were "standing in the way of progress, simply because of partisan politics."
"This should not be a political issue," Johnson said. "It should be about prioritizing the needs of the American people and ensuring the courts are able to deliver fair, impartial and timely justice."
But Sen. Dick Durbin, the Democratic chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, said he would not try to talk the president out of vetoing the measure. He said acting on the bill made sense when the outcome of the presidential election was unknown, but now it's known, and "it's advantage Republicans."

    


"The consequence of it is we missed our opportunity," Durbin said.
Congress last authorized a new district judgeship more than 20 years ago, while the number of cases being filed continues to increase with litigants often waiting years for a resolution. 
Last year, the policy-making body for the federal court system, the Judicial Conference of the United States, recommended the creation of several new district and court of appeals judgeships to meet increased workload demands in certain courts.
But in its veto threat earlier this week, the White House Office of Management and Budget said the legislation would create new judgeships in states where senators have sought to hold open existing judicial vacancies.

"These efforts to hold open vacancies suggest that concerns about judicial economy and caseload are not the true motivating force behind passage of the law," the White House said.
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Some breast cancer patients can avoid certain surgeries, studies suggest
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                    A radiologist uses a magnifying glass to check mammograms for breast cancer in Los Angeles, May 6, 2010. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)
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                                        Some early breast cancer patients can safely avoid specific surgeries, according to two studies exploring ways to lessen treatment burdens.
One new study, published in the New England Journal of Medicine, examines whether removing lymph nodes is always necessary in early breast cancer. Another in the Journal of the American Medical Association suggests a new approach to a type of breast cancer called ductal carcinoma in situ, or DCIS.
The research was discussed Thursday at the San Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium.

    


DCIS and active monitoring
Every year, about 50,000 women in the U.S. are diagnosed with ductal carcinoma in situ, or DCIS, where the cells that line milk ducts become cancerous, but the nearby breast tissue remains healthy. Many choose to have surgery, although it's unclear whether they could instead take a "wait-and-see" approach with more frequent monitoring.
The new study, based on two years of data, suggests that such active monitoring is a safe alternative to surgery for many of these women, though some doctors will want to see if the results hold up over time.
"This is an option that patients should consider for their DCIS," said Dr. Virginia Kaklamani of the University of Texas Health Science Center San Antonio, who was not involved in the research. "For a long time, we've had the feeling that we're overtreating some patients with DCIS. This is a confirmation of what we suspected is happening."




Taking a more cautious view, Dr. Monica Morrow of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, who was not involved in the study, said a two-year study isn't long enough to draw conclusions.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The finding is based on following more than 950 U.S. patients randomly assigned to surgery or active monitoring. All had low-risk DCIS with no sign of invasive cancer. They had the type of DCIS that responds to hormone-blocking drugs and many in the study took those drugs as part of their treatment.

    


After two years, the rates of invasive cancer were low and did not differ significantly between the groups, with about 6% in the surgery group and about 4% in the monitoring group diagnosed with invasive cancer.
Among patients in the monitoring group, changes spotted on a mammogram would prompt a biopsy. They also could opt for surgery at any time for any reason.
Some study participants didn't stick with the treatment they were randomly assigned. So in a separate analysis looking at those who actually had surgery or not, the rates of invasive cancer were about 9% for the surgery group and 3% for the monitoring group.
The researchers will continue to follow the patients to see if the finding holds up over a decade.
Tina Clark, 63, of Buxton, Maine, joined the study after being diagnosed with DCIS in 2019. Randomly assigned to the monitoring-only group, she was able to avoid surgery and radiation during a time when she was raising a teenage nephew and going through the illness and death of her husband.
"I feel just so grateful and fortunate that I found this study when I did," Clark said. 
She has mammograms every six months to keep watch on the DCIS in her right breast, which has not advanced. The mammograms spotted a small cancer in her other breast in 2023, unrelated to the DCIS. She had a lumpectomy to remove it.
"If you're diagnosed with low-risk DCIS, you have time to understand more about your disease and understand what your options are," said study author Dr. Shelley Hwang of Duke University School of Medicine.

    


Lymph nodes and early breast cancer
Women having surgery for breast cancer often also have what's called a sentinel lymph node biopsy where a few lymph nodes in the armpit are removed to check for spreading cancer. 
But removing lymph nodes can cause lasting pain and arm swelling, so research is underway to determine when it can be avoided. A study in Europe last year showed that older women with small tumors could safely avoid the added surgery.
In the new study, researchers in Germany looked at whether women with early breast cancer who were planning to have breast-conserving surgery could safely skip having lymph nodes removed. They followed 4,858 women who were randomly assigned to have lymph nodes removed or not.

    


After five years, about 92% of women in both groups were still alive and free of cancer.
"Removing lymph nodes does not improve survival, and the risk of cancer coming back in the armpit is quite low when lymph nodes are not removed," said Morrow, who added that some women will still need the lymph node procedure to help determine which treatment drugs they should take after surgery. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Black denomination upholds stance against same-sex marriage. A gay pastor in its ranks seeks change
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            The Rev. Jennifer Susanne Leath poses for a photo at Tanner-Price AME Church in Windsor, Ont., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dax Melmer)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            The Rev. Jennifer Susanne Leath poses for a photo at Tanner-Price AME Church in Windsor, Ont., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dax Melmer)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            The Rev. Jennifer Susanne Leath poses for a photo at Tanner-Price AME Church in Windsor, Ont., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dax Melmer)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Black denomination upholds stance against same-sex marriage. A gay pastor in its ranks seeks change

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            The Rev. Jennifer Susanne Leath poses for a photo at Tanner-Price AME Church in Windsor, Ont., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dax Melmer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 5

                                    
                                    The Rev. Jennifer Susanne Leath poses for a photo at Tanner-Price AME Church in Windsor, Ont., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dax Melmer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            The Rev. Jennifer Susanne Leath gives the Sunday sermon at Tanner-Price AME Church in Windsor, Ont., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dax Melmer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5

                                    
                                    The Rev. Jennifer Susanne Leath gives the Sunday sermon at Tanner-Price AME Church in Windsor, Ont., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dax Melmer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            The Rev. Jennifer Susanne Leath gives the Sunday sermon at Tanner-Price AME Church in Windsor, Ont., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dax Melmer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5

                                    
                                    The Rev. Jennifer Susanne Leath gives the Sunday sermon at Tanner-Price AME Church in Windsor, Ont., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dax Melmer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            The Rev. Jennifer Susanne Leath poses for a photo at Tanner-Price AME Church in Windsor, Ont., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dax Melmer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5

                                    
                                    The Rev. Jennifer Susanne Leath poses for a photo at Tanner-Price AME Church in Windsor, Ont., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dax Melmer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            The Rev. Jennifer Susanne Leath poses for a photo at Tanner-Price AME Church in Windsor, Ont., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dax Melmer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5

                                    
                                    The Rev. Jennifer Susanne Leath poses for a photo at Tanner-Price AME Church in Windsor, Ont., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dax Melmer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            DARREN SANDS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        When the African Methodist Episcopal Church, arguably the world's largest independent Black Protestant denomination, held its quadrennial General Conference in Ohio in August, among the agenda items was an issue that the Rev. Jennifer S. Leath had labored over for two decades: same-sex marriage.
Leath, 43, self-identifies as "quare" -- terminology designed to capture both her same-sex attraction and intellectual heritage as a "blackqueer womanist" thinker. She was a 23-year-old future seminarian when a voice vote was taken in 2004, making participation in same-sex marriages or unions punishable according to official AME church law.
The move was widely seen as a response to the Episcopal Church's election of the Rev. V. Gene Robinson as its first openly gay bishop the year prior.
Since then, marriage equality has become the law of the land. And now Leath is at the forefront of a fight within her own denomination on whether it should moderate its stance.

    


In doing so, she's attempting to hold together two opposing sides: one which hopes the AME church moves toward acceptance of same-sex marriage and the other, opposing same-sex marriage, which prevailed in August in scrapping a bill that would have triggered an open debate about the issue.




The recent conference decision effectively threw away three years of research by the Sexual Ethics Discernment Committee, which was established in 2021 by resolution in order to make a recommendation on how the AME should move forward.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It left her "disappointed and frustrated" but not prepared to leave. Instead, Leath contends that the church's posture explains the alienation of LBGTQ+ members of the church.
"LGBTQ+ people in the church suffer in relative silence while those who have left are forced to find or even create new spiritual communities," Leath told The Associated Press.
In the AME, according to interviews with clergy, lay leaders and academics, there is generally an older group who consider LGBTQ+ sexual relations as sinful and believe that God ordained marriage to be between a man and a woman. In contrast, Leath is mindful of a younger generation that accepts sexual diversities while celebrating that all are created in the image of God and should feel safe -- especially in the church.

    


"I feel the undeniable urgency of the children who are feeling like the only way through this is death or out of the church," Leath said. "As a pastor who follows the way of Jesus, that weighs on me."
Her profile as a Ivy League-educated academic and her status as the daughter of an outspoken AME bishop adds heft to her commitment as a champion for LGBTQ+ members of the church.
She hopes to help her denomination avoid the schisms that have ruptured most of America's mainline Protestant denominations. Presbyterians, Lutherans, Episcopalians -- and most recently United Methodists -- dismantled their bans related to same-sex marriage, but substantial minorities of their U.S. congregations joined more conservative denominations.
"To me the AME church is a place where diverse perspectives on issues like these can co-exist while we faithfully pursue justice for all," she said. "But this is only viable and sustainable as long as we are collectively and individually committed to recognizing the least among us, and recalibrating our faith and practices accordingly."

    


Leath felt called to Christian ministry at a young age. She grew up at Mother Bethel AME in Philadelphia, the flagship congregation of the denomination. Her father, the Rev. Jeffrey N. Leath, served there for 14 years in his final pastoral assignment.
"Her dad is one who is willing to stand for what he believes in, even if he is bumping up against opposition," said the Rev. Reginald Blount, an AME pastor and associate professor at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois.
"I do believe that Jennifer carries some of those traits as well ... the willingness to be that voice in the wilderness when you truly believe that what you are fighting for is right," Blount said.

    


At the same time, her parents -- at least initially -- reacted harshly to learning about her sexuality, which they discovered by reading her diary.  
Not long after an altar call through which she experienced a spiritual awakening, Leath attended the Youth Theology Institute at Emory University in Atlanta. Not only was her call to preach affirmed there, but she also met fellow LGBTQ+ Christians who were called to ministry and were further along on their journey of reconciling their Christian faith and sexuality. 
The experience was distinct from the homophobic rebukes and warnings that shaped the cultural fabric of AME churches she grew up in. A handwritten message from that summer still hangs up in her childhood bedroom. "Jen," the note read, "we see God in you." 
While attending the Youth Theology Institute prior to her senior year in high school, Leath met Blount, one of the directors of the Emory program. He saw her ministerial talent and knew she came from a lineage of AME pastors. After graduation from William Penn Charter School in Philadelphia, she was accepted and enrolled at Harvard, graduating magna cum laude in 2003 with concentrations in Social Studies and African American Studies.

    


A year later, in 2004, the AME church voted to punish clergy members - potentially revoking their ordination - if they participated a same-sex marriage or civil union. The language stated that the AME church believes that "unions of any kind between persons of the same sex or gender are contrary to the will of God."
By September 2004, Leath had enrolled in seminary at Union Theological Seminary in New York City. After earning her Master of Divinity there in 2007, she went on to study at Yale, where she earned her Ph.D in Religious Ethics and African American Studies in 2013.
A year into her time in New Haven, in 2008, Leath's father was elected the AME church's 128th bishop.
Following in his footsteps, she received her first pastoral appointment in 2012 to Campbell AME Church in Media, Pennsylvania. She later served AME churches in New York and Colorado.
In 2015, Leath began teaching at Iliff School of Theology in Denver. It was the same year that Obergefell v. Hodges, the landmark Supreme Court case, legalized same-sex marriage in all 50 states.
In 2017, she wrote in the Christian Recorder, a publication of the AME, "Our legislation and position papers on sexual orientation and gender identities are dated, inconsistent, incomplete, prejudiced, contradictory, and unholy." 
She urged the church to adopt an "updated polity" and stressed "that there is not agreement within the AME Church when it comes to matters of sexual orientation and gender identity." These identities have "sacred" status, she wrote. "People who exist "outside of heterosexual, cisgender categorization ... will neither hide and lie nor leave and disappear."
The General Conference of the AME church meets again in 2028. Between now and then, the Sexual Ethics Discernment Committee is set to reconvene. Leath says she's confident that bills honoring the gender and sexual diversity within the church membership will proliferate until the current language in the discipline is removed.
"Future generations will likely push for even stronger and unequivocal affirmation of our gender and sexual diversity," she said.
As for the present, Leath has not been spared the challenges that LGBTQ+ AME pastors face at the congregational level. When parishioners at her current church in Windsor, Ontario, discovered her sexual identity, some of them wrote letters and left the church.
But the rejection hasn't stopped her from commuting four hours from Toronto to pastor her people -- or from writing on the subject and teaching courses like "Queering Religion" at Queen's University in Kingston, Ontario, where she is an associate professor in Black Religion. "This is my vocation of unconditional love for God, the church, all creation, and myself," she said.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            Colorado wide receiver Travis Hunter (12) runs after catching a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Central Florida, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


BOULDER, Colo. (AP) -- Travis Hunter is a throwback-type player -- an elite receiver one moment, a lockdown cornerback the next -- who rarely leaves the field and has a knack for making big plays all over it.
The Colorado Buffaloes' two-way standout ( see: unicorn ) even celebrates at an elite level, unveiling imaginative dance moves following touchdowns and interceptions, some of which include the Heisman Trophy pose. It's one of the many awards he's in line to win. 
Hunter is the The Associated Press college football player of the year, receiving 26 of 43 votes Thursday from a panel of AP Top 25 voters. Boise State tailback Ashton Jeanty finished second with 16 votes and Arizona State running back Cameron Skattebo received one vote. 
"Couldn't do what I do without my team," Hunter said in an email on a trip to Las Vegas for an awards ceremony. "So I view being up for these awards as team awards."

    


A player with his particular set of skills doesn't come around that often. He's a flashback to the days of Charles Woodson at Michigan or Champ Bailey at Georgia. Or even his coach, Deion Sanders, a two-way star in the NFL.




The prospect of significant playing time on both sides of the ball is what led Hunter to join Sanders at Jackson State and why he followed Sanders to Boulder.
"Coach Prime was the only coach who would consider allowing me to do what I'm doing," said Hunter, who's expected to be a top-five pick next spring in the NFL draft, possibly even the No. 1 overall selection. "He did it and knows what it takes -- how much you have to be ready on both sides of the ball."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Want to fuel Hunter? Simply tell him he can't.
"I'm motivated when people tell me I can't do something," Hunter said. "That I can't dominate on both sides of the ball. I want to be an example for others that anything is possible. Keep pursuing your dreams." 
Hunter helped the 20th-ranked Buffaloes to a 9-3 record this season and a berth in the Alamo Bowl against No. 17 BYU (10-2) on Dec. 28. He played 688 defensive snaps and 672 more on offense -- the lone Power Four conference player with 30-plus snaps on both sides of the ball, according to Colorado research.

    


Hunter has already won a second straight Paul Hornung award as the game's most versatile player. He's up for the Walter Camp (player of the year), Maxwell (most outstanding player), the Biletnikoff (best receiver) and Bednarik (top defensive player) awards.
And, of course, the Heisman, where he's the odds-on favorite to win over Jeanty this weekend. Hunter can join the late Rashaan Salaam as the only Colorado players to capture the Heisman. Salaam won it in 1994 after rushing for 2,055 yards.
Hunter wasn't a finalist for the Jim Thorpe Award, which goes to the nation's top defensive back. That drew the wrath of Sanders, who earned the award with Florida State in 1988 and vowed to give his trophy to Hunter.
Hunter's high school coach, Lenny Gregory, knew he had a special player the summer of Hunter's freshman year. Gregory, then the coach at Collins Hill in Georgia, had a conditioning test for his players -- run six 200-yard dashes with a minute rest in between. Defensive backs had to complete each in under 32 seconds.

    


Hunter never even got winded. He played safety/cornerback and receiver as a freshman and helped Collins Hill to a state title his senior season.
"I remember just talking to colleges the spring of his ninth-grade year and telling coaches that this kid's going to be the No. 1 player in the country," recounted Gregory, who's now the coach at Gordon Central High in Calhoun, Georgia. "They'd look at him and laugh at me, 'What are you talking about? This scrawny kid? He's not big enough.' I was like, 'Just watch. Just watch.'" 
Hunter finished the regular season with 92 catches for 1,152 yards and 14 touchdowns as a receiver. On defense, he had four interceptions, broke up 11 passes and forced one crucial fumble, which secured an OT win over Baylor.
Overall, Hunter had 92 receptions and allowed 22. He hauled in 14 receiving TDs and allowed just one. He was responsible for 53 first downs and gave up just six. He was targeted 119 times by Shedeur Sanders & Co. but only 39 times by opposing QBs. 

    


Hunter's likely final game in Boulder, a rout of Oklahoma State, was a three-touchdown, one-interception performance.
"I'm used to seeing him do all this spectacular stuff," Shedeur Sanders said. "I'm used to all this stuff -- you all are just now seeing it on national stage."
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            In this image taken from video, what appears to be drones flying over Randolph, N.J., Dec. 4, 2024. (MartyA45_ /TMX via AP)
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            Multiple drones are seen over Bernardsville, N.J., Dec. 5, 2024 (Brian Glenn/TMX via AP)
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                                        A U.S. senator has called for mysterious drones spotted flying over sensitive areas in New Jersey and other parts of the Mid-Atlantic region to be "shot down, if necessary," as it remains unclear who owns them.
"We should be doing some very urgent intelligence analysis and take them out of the skies, especially if they're flying over airports or military bases," Sen. Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut said Thursday as concerns about the drones spread across Capitol Hill.
People in the New York region are also concerned that the drones may be sharing airspace with commercial airlines, he said.
"The Biden administration ought to be acting more aggressively against these drones that have been reported. If only to tell the American people who owns them, who's flying them, what they are. The lack of information is absolutely unacceptable," said Blumenthal, a fellow Democrat, of the president.

    


The drones appear to avoid detection by traditional methods such as helicopter and radio, according to a state lawmaker briefed Wednesday by the Department of Homeland Security.
Gov. Phil Murphy and law enforcement officials have stressed that they  don't appear to threaten public safety. The FBI has been investigating and has asked residents to share any videos, photos or other information they may have.




The number of sightings has increased in recent days, though officials say many of the objects seen may have been planes rather than drones. It's also possible that a single drone has been reported more than once.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The worry stems partly from the flying objects initially being spotted  near the Picatinny Arsenal, a U.S. military research and manufacturing facility; and over President-elect Donald Trump's golf course in Bedminster.
In a post on the social media platform X, Assemblywoman Dawn Fantasia described the drones as up to 6 feet in diameter and sometimes traveling with their lights switched off. 

    


Drones are legal in New Jersey for recreational and commercial use but are subject to local and Federal Aviation Administration regulations and flight restrictions. Operators must be FAA certified.
Most, but not all, of the drones spotted in New Jersey were larger than those typically used by hobbyists.
Sen. Cory Booker of New Jersey said he was frustrated by the lack of transparency, saying it could help spread fear or misinformation.
"We should know what's going on over our skies," he said Thursday.
Fantasia, a Morris County Republican, was among several lawmakers who met with state police and Homeland Security officials to discuss the spate of sightings that range from the New York City area through New Jersey and westward into parts of Pennsylvania, including over Philadelphia. It is unknown at this time whether the sightings are related. 
Two Republican Jersey Shore-area congressmen, U.S. Reps. Chris Smith and Jeff Van Drew, have also called on the military to shoot down the drones. 
Smith said a U.S. Coast Guard commanding officer briefed him on an incident over the weekend in which a dozen drones followed a motorized Coast Guard lifeboat "in close pursuit" near Barnegat Light and Island Beach State Park in Ocean County.
Coast Guard Lt. Luke Pinneo on Wednesday told The Associated Press "that multiple low-altitude aircraft were observed in the vicinity of one of our vessels near Island Beach State Park."

    


___

AP reporters Mike Catalini in Morrisville, Pennsylvania; Wayne Parry in Point Pleasant, New Jersey; and videojournalists Serkan Gurbuz and Nathan Ellgren in Washington contributed to this report.
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            President-elect Donald Trump rang the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange Thursday after being recognized for the second time by Time magazine as its person of the year.
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            President-elect Donald Trump was recognized for the second time by Time magazine as its person of the year. Before he was set to ring the New York Stock Exchange's opening bell, a first for him, Trump called it "a tremendous honor."


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 19 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump gestures after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump speaks during a Time magazine Person of the Year event at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump, with Lynn Martin, President NYSE, center, Melania Trump, right and trader Peter Giacchi, left, walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 19 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump gestures after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A cover of Time magazine's person of the year, shows President-elect Donald Trump, on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump arrives to ring the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump arrives on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange after ringing the opening bell, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            New York Stock Exchange President Stacey Cunningham, right, and first lady Melania Trump, with the help of students from the United Nations International School, ring the opening bell of the NYSE in New York, Sept. 23, 2019. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            President-elect Donald Trump signs a guest book after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump stands for a selfie after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            14 of 19 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump is handed a coat by trader Peter Giacchi, as he walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York, as Melania Trump, right, looks on. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A cover of Time magazine's person of the year, shows President-elect Donald Trump, before a ceremony at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump pauses for a photograph after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump is greeted by traders, as he walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            18 of 19 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump, with Lynn Martin, President NYSE, right, is greeted by trader Peter Giacchi, as he walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump gestures after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump rang the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange Thursday after being recognized for the second time by Time magazine as its person of the year.
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump was recognized for the second time by Time magazine as its person of the year. Before he was set to ring the New York Stock Exchange's opening bell, a first for him, Trump called it "a tremendous honor."
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            President-elect Donald Trump gestures after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump gestures after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump speaks during a Time magazine Person of the Year event at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump speaks during a Time magazine Person of the Year event at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump, with Lynn Martin, President NYSE, center, Melania Trump, right and trader Peter Giacchi, left, walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump, with Lynn Martin, President NYSE, center, Melania Trump, right and trader Peter Giacchi, left, walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump gestures after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump gestures after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A cover of Time magazine's person of the year, shows President-elect Donald Trump, on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    A cover of Time magazine's person of the year, shows President-elect Donald Trump, on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump arrives to ring the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump arrives to ring the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump arrives on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange after ringing the opening bell, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump arrives on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange after ringing the opening bell, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            New York Stock Exchange President Stacey Cunningham, right, and first lady Melania Trump, with the help of students from the United Nations International School, ring the opening bell of the NYSE in New York, Sept. 23, 2019. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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                                    New York Stock Exchange President Stacey Cunningham, right, and first lady Melania Trump, with the help of students from the United Nations International School, ring the opening bell of the NYSE in New York, Sept. 23, 2019. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            President-elect Donald Trump signs a guest book after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump signs a guest book after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 19 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump stands for a selfie after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump stands for a selfie after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 19 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump is handed a coat by trader Peter Giacchi, as he walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York, as Melania Trump, right, looks on. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump is handed a coat by trader Peter Giacchi, as he walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York, as Melania Trump, right, looks on. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A cover of Time magazine's person of the year, shows President-elect Donald Trump, before a ceremony at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    A cover of Time magazine's person of the year, shows President-elect Donald Trump, before a ceremony at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump pauses for a photograph after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump pauses for a photograph after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump is greeted by traders, as he walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump is greeted by traders, as he walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump, with Lynn Martin, President NYSE, right, is greeted by trader Peter Giacchi, as he walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump, with Lynn Martin, President NYSE, right, is greeted by trader Peter Giacchi, as he walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump gestures after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    President-elect Donald Trump gestures after ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            MICHELLE L. PRICE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump rang the opening bell Thursday at the New York Stock Exchange after being recognized for the second time by Time magazine as its person of the year. 

The honors for the businessman-turned-politician are a measure of Trump's remarkable comeback from an ostracized former president who refused to accept his election loss four years ago to a president-elect who won the White House decisively in November.

Before Trump rang the opening bell at 9:30 a.m., a first for the native New Yorker, he spoke at the exchange and called it "a tremendous honor."

"Time magazine, getting this honor for the second time, I think I like it better this time actually," he said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
 

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Trump, accompanied by his wife, Melania Trump, daughters Ivanka and Tiffany and Vice President-elect JD Vance, grinned as people chanted "USA" before he opened the trading day. He then raised his fist.

    



In his remarks, he promoted some of the people he has named to his incoming administration, including Treasury pick Scott Bessent, and some of his policies, including a promise that the federal government will expedite permits for projects and construction worth more than $1 billion.

"I think we're going to have a tremendous run. We have to straighten out some problems, some big problems in the world," he said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Sam Jacobs, the magazine's editor in chief, made the announcement on NBC's "Today" show, saying Trump was someone who "for better or for worse, had the most influence on the news in 2024." Trump was Time's Person of the Year in 2016, when he was first elected to the White House. 





"This is someone who made an historic comeback, who reshaped the American presidency and who's reordering American politics," Jacobs said. 

In an interview with the magazine that was published Thursday, Trump spoke about his final campaign blitz and election win.

    



"I called it '72 Days of Fury,'" Trump said. "We hit the nerve of the country. The country was angry."

As Trump marked the ceremonial start of the day's trading, the magazine cover featuring him was projected onto a wall at the NYSE. He was flanked by family and members of his incoming administration while his favored walk-on song, "God Bless the U.S.A.," played. Afterward, he returned to his home in Florida.

The NYSE regularly invites celebrities and business leaders to participate in the bell-ringing, which has become a marker of culture and politics. 

Trump has long had a fascination with being on the cover of Time, where he first made an appearance in 1989. He has falsely claimed to hold the record for cover appearances, and The Washington Post reported in 2017 that Trump had a fake picture of himself on the cover of the magazine hanging in several of his golf country clubs.

Earlier this year, Trump sat for interviews with the magazine for a story that ran in April. Time's billionaire owner, Salesforce CEO Marc Benioff, criticized Harris for not granting the magazine an interview during her campaign with Trump.

In his latest interview, Trump reaffirmed plans to pardon most of those convicted in the riot at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. "It's going to start in the first hour," he said of the pardons. 

    



He said he would not ask members of his administration to sign a loyalty pledge. "I think I will be able to, for the most part, determine who's loyal," he said. But he said he will fire anyone who doesn't follow his policies.

The incoming president also reflected on the future of his "Make America Great Again" political movement.

"I hope when I leave office, I'll be able to also leave people that are extremely competent and get it. And we do have those people. We have far more than you think," he said.

Trump said some of those people include family members and that some of his children would do well in politics. He suggested that daughter-in-law Lara Trump, who recently announced she is stepping down from her role as co-chair of the Republican National Committee, could be a part of his political dynasty. 

    



"I think there could be, yeah. I see the people we're talking about. Lara has been amazing. Look, she was the head of the Republican Party," he said.

With Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., awaiting confirmation to be secretary of state, Lara Trump has said serving in the Senate is "something I would seriously consider."

Trump crafted his image as a wealthy real estate developer, which he played up as the star of the TV reality show "The Apprentice" and during his presidential campaign. He won the election in part by channeling Americans' anxieties about the economy's ability to provide for the middle class. 

    




In an interview on CNBC after he rang the NYSE bell, Trump likened the broad cuts to the federal workforce that he and his advisers have telegraphed to the TV firings he made of contestants.

"We're going to be doing the same thing, I can tell you. Unfortunately, there's too many of them," Trump said. 

Afterward, he walked the floor of the exchange and shook hands with traders. 

___

Associated Press writers Colleen Long and Josh Boak in Washington and Jill Colvin and David Bauder in New York contributed to this report.
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            FILE - New York Yankees' Juan Soto celebrates after hitting a home run against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the third inning in Game 2 of the baseball World Series, Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez, File)
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            FILE - New York Yankees' Juan Soto speaks during media day for the baseball World Series, Oct. 24, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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            FILE - New York Yankees' Juan Soto talks with agent Scott Boras before Game 1 of the baseball World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Juan Soto will be introduced by the New York Mets at Citi Field on Thursday, a day after his record $765 million, 15-year contract was finalized.
Soto chose the Mets' offer on Sunday, deciding to leave the Yankees after helping them reach the World Series in his only season in the Bronx.
The 26-year-old's contract value eclipsed Shohei Ohtani's $700 million, 10-year deal with the Los Angeles Dodgers last December. Its length topped Fernando Tatis Jr.'s $340 million, 14-year agreement with San Diego that runs through 2034.
Soto has the right to become a free agent again after five years, but the Mets can void that right by adding $40 million to the final 10 years of the deal and raising the total to $805 million.

Soto batted .288 with 41 homers, 109 RBIs and 129 walks this year. The 26-year-old has a .285 batting average with 201 homers, 592 RBIs and 769 walks over seven major league seasons with Washington, San Diego and the Yankees.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/mlb
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            This photo provided by Brian Glenn shows what appears to be multiple drones flying over Bernardsville, N.J., on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024 (Brian Glenn/TMX via AP, File)
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            In this image taken from video provided by MartyA45_, several drones appear to be flying over Randolph, N.J., on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (MartyA45_ /TMX via AP, File)
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                                        A large number of mysterious drones have been reported flying over parts of New Jersey in recent weeks, sparking speculation and concern over who sent them and why.
New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy and law enforcement officials have stressed that the drones don't appear to be a threat to public safety, but many state and municipal lawmakers have nonetheless called for stricter rules about who can fly the unmanned aircraft.
The FBI is among several agencies investigating, and it has asked residents to share videos, photos and other information they may have about the drones.

    


What has been seen in New Jersey?
Dozens of witnesses have reported seeing drones in New Jersey starting in November.
At first, the drones were spotted flying along the scenic Raritan River, a waterway that feeds the Round Valley Reservoir, the state's largest aquifer, about 50 miles (80 kilometers) west of New York City.
But soon sightings were reported statewide, including near the Picatinny Arsenal, a U.S. military research and manufacturing facility, and over President-elect Donald Trump's golf course in Bedminster.
The aircraft have also recently been spotted in coastal areas. 
U.S. Rep. Chris Smith said a Coast Guard commanding officer told him a dozen drones closely followed a Coast Guard lifeboat near Barnegat Light and Island Beach State Park in Ocean County over the weekend.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Are these drones dangerous?
Gov. Murphy has said the aircraft do not pose a threat, but has not provided any details to support this.
Assemblywoman Dawn Fantasia, who was briefed by the Department of Homeland Security, said the reported drones have been up to 6 feet in diameter and sometimes travel with their lights switched off. This is much larger than those typically flown by drone hobbyists and she said they appear to avoid detection by traditional methods such as helicopter and radio.
Officials say some witnesses may actually be seeing planes or helicopters rather than drones. 

    


Who sent the drones?
Authorities say they do not know who is behind the drones. 
The FBI, Homeland Security and state police are investigating the sightings. Authorities say they don't know if it is one drone that has been spotted many times or if there are multiple aircraft being flown in a coordinated effort.
Speculation has raged online, with some expressing concerns that the drone or drones could be part of a nefarious plot by foreign agents. Officials stress that ongoing state and federal investigations have found no evidence to support those fears.
Two Republican Jersey Shore-area congressmen, Smith and U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew, have called on the military to shoot down the drones, citing safety concerns. 
The Pentagon said Wednesday that "our initial assessment here is that these are not drones or activities coming from a foreign entity or adversary."
Are drones allowed in New Jersey?
The flying of drones for recreational and commercial use is legal in New Jersey, but it is subject to local and Federal Aviation Administration regulations and flight restrictions. 
Operators must be FAA certified.
Have drones been spotted anywhere else?
Sightings also have been reported in neighboring New York and Pennsylvania.

Drones were also spotted last month in the U.K. The U.S. Air Force said several small unmanned aircraft were detected near four bases in England that are used by American forces. 
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            Syria's new administration has taken over the country's main international airport after security forces of the deposed Bashar Assad government and staff withdrew, grounding flights and stranding passengers. (AP Video shot by Ghaith Alsayed)
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            Palestinian children push a cart carrying jerrycans and plastic bottles of water at a camp for displaced people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Israeli soldiers with the national flag stand on an armoured vehicle after crossing the security fence near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Palestinian children collect water in jerrycans at a camp for displaced people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinian children play on the dirt next to the tents of a camp for displaced people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            An Israeli soldier flies a kite on the top of a hill along the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Israeli soldiers stand next to armoured vehicles before crossing the security fence, moving towards the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Israeli soldiers stand on armoured vehicles before crossing the security fence, moving towards the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Israeli soldiers stand next to armoured vehicles before crossing the security fence, moving towards the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 13 | 
            Ultra-Orthodox Jewish mourners gather for the funeral of Yehoshua Aharon Tuvia Simcha, 12, fatally shot by a gunman who opened fire on a bus, in Jerusalem, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Palestinians mourn over the bodies of victims of an Israeli army strike on the Nuseirat refugee camp, at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday Dec. 12, 2024. Palestinian medical officials say Israeli airstrikes have killed at least 28 people in the Gaza Strip, including seven children and a woman. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Asma Al Habash, mourns her brother and his family, victims of an Israeli army strike on the Nuseirat refugee camp, at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday Dec. 12, 2024. Palestinian medical officials say Israeli airstrikes have killed at least 28 people in the Gaza Strip, including seven children and a woman. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Israeli security forces work at the scene of a shooting attack on a bus near the West Bank town of Beit Jala, early Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Palestinian children push a cart carrying jerrycans and plastic bottles of water at a camp for displaced people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 13

                                    
                                    Palestinian children push a cart carrying jerrycans and plastic bottles of water at a camp for displaced people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 13 | 
            Israeli soldiers with the national flag stand on an armoured vehicle after crossing the security fence near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Palestinian children collect water in jerrycans at a camp for displaced people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Ultra-Orthodox Jewish mourners gather for the funeral of Yehoshua Aharon Tuvia Simcha, 12, fatally shot by a gunman who opened fire on a bus, in Jerusalem, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Palestinians mourn over the bodies of victims of an Israeli army strike on the Nuseirat refugee camp, at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday Dec. 12, 2024. Palestinian medical officials say Israeli airstrikes have killed at least 28 people in the Gaza Strip, including seven children and a woman. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Asma Al Habash, mourns her brother and his family, victims of an Israeli army strike on the Nuseirat refugee camp, at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday Dec. 12, 2024. Palestinian medical officials say Israeli airstrikes have killed at least 28 people in the Gaza Strip, including seven children and a woman. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Israeli security forces work at the scene of a shooting attack on a bus near the West Bank town of Beit Jala, early Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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                                        Palestinian medical officials say Israeli airstrikes have killed at least 28 people in the Gaza Strip, including seven children and a woman, hours after the U.N. General Assembly overwhelmingly approved a resolution demanding an immediate ceasefire in Gaza. 
One of the strikes overnight and into Thursday flattened a house in the built-up Nuseirat refugee camp, according to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the nearby city of Deir al-Balah, where the casualties were taken. 
Two other strikes killed 15 men who were part of local committees established to secure aid convoys. The committees were set up by displaced Palestinians in coordination with the Hamas-run Interior Ministry.
On Wednesday, the U.N. General Assembly approved resolutions demanding an immediate ceasefire in Gaza and expressing support for the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees that Israel has moved to ban. General Assembly resolutions are not legally binding, although they reflect world opinion. 

    


The war in Gaza began when Hamas-led militants attacked southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 people. Some 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, at least a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel's offensive has killed over 44,800 Palestinians in Gaza, more than half of them women and children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not say how many were combatants. The Israeli military says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.
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Here's the latest:

    


A top US official says the truce in Lebanon may help seal a Gaza ceasefire deal
JERUSALEM -- President Joe Biden's national security adviser, Jake Sullivan, told reporters in Jerusalem on Thursday that Israel's ceasefire in Lebanon has helped clear the way for another deal to end the war in Gaza.
He plans to travel next to Qatar and Egypt -- key mediators in the ceasefire talks -- as the Biden administration makes a final push on negotiations before Donald Trump is inaugurated.
Sullivan said "Hamas' posture at the negotiating table did adapt" after Israel decimated the leadership of its ally Hezbollah in Lebanon and reached a ceasefire there.
"We believe it puts us in a position to close this negotiation," he said.
Sullivan dismissed speculation that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was waiting for Trump to take office to finalize a deal. He the U.S. believes there are three American hostages still alive in Gaza, but it's hard to know for sure.
He also said "the balance of power in the Middle East has changed significantly" since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on Israel, especially with the overthrow of former Syrian President Bashar Assad, a key ally of Hezbollah and Iran.
"We are now faced with a dramatically reshaped Middle East in which Israel is stronger, Iran is weaker, its proxies decimated, and a ceasefire that is new and will be lasting in Lebanon that ensures Israel's security over the long term," he said.

    


Israel launches deadly strike on a Lebanese border town just hours after withdrawing troops
KHIAM, Lebanon -- An Israeli strike killed at least one person Thursday in the Lebanese border town of Khiam, the state news agency said, less than a day after Israeli troops handed the hilltop village back to the Lebanese army in coordination with U.N. peacekeepers, 
Khiam is the first Lebanese town Israel has pull out of since a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah militants began two weeks ago, and marks an important test of the fragile truce. 
Lebanon's news agency did not provide details on who was killed, and the Israeli army said it was looking into reports about the strike.
Lebanese troops deployed in the northern section of the town on Thursday morning and were coordinating with U.N. peacekeepers to finalize Israel's withdrawal before fully entering into other neighborhoods.
An Associated Press reporter who visited Khiam on Thursday observed widespread destruction, with most houses reduced to rubble. Entire neighborhoods were flattened, with collapsed walls and debris scattered across the streets.
Lebanon's caretaker prime minister, Najib Mikati, sharply criticized Israel for striking the town less than 24 hours after the Lebanese army returned, saying it was "a violation of the pledges made by the parties that sponsored the ceasefire agreement, who must act to curb Israeli aggression." The truce was brokered by the U.S. and France.

    


Israel has previously said the ceasefire deal allows it to use military force against perceived ceasefire violations. Thursday's strike was among near-daily attacks by Israel during the ceasefire, mostly in southern Lebanon, which have killed at least 29 people and wounded 27 others.
Khiam, which sits on a ridge less than 3 miles (5 kilometers) from the border with Israel, saw some of the most intense fighting during the war.
The Lebanese army was clearing debris and reopening roads in the northern section of the town. Civilian access to other areas remained challenging as the army clears roads and works alongside the U.N. peacekeepers to ensure the area is free of unexploded ordnance.

    


Blinken urges the many players in Syria to avoid taking any steps that could lead to violence
AQABA, Jordan -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken is urging the many players in Syria to avoid taking any steps that could lead to further violence.
Blinken spoke to reporters in Jordan on Thursday shortly after meeting King Abdullah II as he opened a trip in the region to discuss Syria's future after former President Bashar Assad's ouster. Blinken will next visit Turkey, a NATO ally and a main backer of Syrian rebel groups.
Blinken called this "a time of both real promise but also peril for Syria and for its neighbors."
He said he was focused on coordinating efforts in the region "to support the Syrian people as they transition away from Assad's brutal dictatorship" and establish a government that isn't dominated by one religion or ethnic group or outside power.
Blinken was asked about Israel's incursion into a buffer zone that had been demilitarized for the past half century. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says the move is temporary and defensive, but also indicated Israel will remain in the area for a long time.
Blinken declined to say whether the U.S. supports the move, but said the U.S. would be speaking to Israel and other partners in the region.
"I think, across the board, when it comes to any actors who have real interests in Syria, it's also really important at this time that, we all try to make sure that we're not sparking any additional conflicts," he said.
Turkish spy chief makes symbolic visit to pray in Damascus after Assad's fall
ANKARA, Turkey -- Turkey's intelligence chief, Ibrahim Kalin, arrived in Damascus on Thursday, according to Turkish media reports. 
Kalin was seen arriving at the Umayyad Mosque to pray, surrounded by a large crowd, according to video shown on Turkish television. 
The visit is highly symbolic. 
Turkish officials, who supported the opposition against Syria's government, had predicted at the start of the civil war in 2011 that President Bashar Assad's government would fall, allowing them to pray at the Umayyad Mosque.
Paraguay reopens embassy in Jerusalem in diplomatic victory for Netanyahu
JERUSALEM -- Paraguay reopened its embassy in Jerusalem Thursday, becoming one of a small handful of nations to recognize the city as Israel's capital and marking a diplomatic victory for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Israel's international isolation has increased as the war in Gaza drags on, and Paraguay was the first country to move its embassy to Jerusalem since the Oct. 7, 2023 Hamas attack that kickstarted the war.
The United States, Honduras, Guatemala, Kosovo, and Papua New Guinea are among the few countries with Jerusalem embassies. Israel annexed east Jerusalem in 1967 but it wasn't recognized by the international community, and most countries run their embassies out of Tel Aviv. 
Spirits were high at the ceremony marking the embassy's inauguration Thursday, with Netanyahu and Israel's Foreign Minister Gideon Saar lavishing praise on Paraguayan President Santiago Pena.
"My good friend Santiago," said Netanyahu, addressing Pena. "We're a small nation. You're a small nation. We suffered horrible things but we overcame the odds of history...we can win and we are winning."
Paraguay had an embassy in Jerusalem in 2018, under Former President Horacio Cartes. That embassy was moved back to Tel Aviv by Cartes' successor, Mario Abdo Benitez, prompting Israel to close its embassy in Asuncion.
Saar said Israel and Paraguay shared a "friendship based not only on interests but also values and principles." He and the Paraguayan foreign minister, Ruben Ramirez Lezcano, signed a series of bilateral agreements and Saar said he would soon visit Asuncion with a delegation from the Israeli private sector.
"Israel is going to win and the countries we are standing next to Israel, we are going to win," Pena said.
US Secretary of State Blinken renews calls for inclusion, stability in Syria in Mideast visit 
AQABA, Jordan -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken is renewing calls for Syria's new leadership to respect women and minority rights, prevent extremists from gaining new footholds in the country and keeping suspected chemical weapons stocks secure as he makes his first visit to the Mideast since the weekend ouster of Syrian President Bashar Assad.
Making his 12th trip to the Middle East since the Israel-Hamas war erupted lasted year but amid fresh concerns about security following the upheaval in Syria, Blinken emphasized Thursday to Jordan's King Abdullah II U.S. "support for an inclusive transition that can lead to an accountable and representative Syrian government chosen by the Syrian people," the State Department said.
Blinken also repeated the importance the outgoing Biden administration puts on respect for human rights and international law, the protection of civilians and stopping terrorist groups from reconstituting.
Blinken met with the monarch and Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi in Aqaba before traveling to Turkey for talks with Turkish officials on the situation in Syria and the urgency of securing a long-elusive deal to release hostages and end the fighting in Gaza that has devastated the Palestinian territory since October 2023.
Abdullah told Blinken that "the first step to reach comprehensive regional calm is to end the Israeli war on Gaza."
UN envoy urges authorities to collect evidence from Syrian detention centers
GENEVA -- The U.N. envoy for Syria is calling on authorities to save evidence from detention centers that were a hub of "unimaginable barbarity" that Syrians have faced for many years and cooperate with international investigators looking into such crimes.
Geir Pederson referred to new images from the notorious Saydnaya military prison north of the capital, Damascus, after President Bashar Assad fled Syria as armed groups stormed in to overthrow his government over the weekend.
"The images from Saydnaya and other detention facilities starkly underscore the unimaginable barbarity Syrians have endured and reported for years," Pedersen said in a statement.
Documentation and testimonies "only scratch the surface of the carceral system's horrors," he added.
Pedersen urged authorities to cooperate with U.N. bodies like an independent Commission of Inquiry on Syria, which was created in 2011, and an independent group known as the IIIM that was set up five years later to also compile evidence of crimes.
G7 leaders say they support an inclusive political transition in Syria
ROME -- Leaders of the Group of 7 industrialized nations offered their full support for an inclusive political transition in Syria and invited all parties to preserve the country's territorial integrity. 
In a message released by Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni's office, the leaders said they were ready to support a transition that "leads to a credible government, inclusive and not sectarian, that guarantees respect for the state of law, universal human rights, including rights for women, (and) the protection of all Syrians, including religious and ethnic minorities." 
The leaders also underlined the importance that ousted President Bashar Assad's government is held responsible for crimes, citing "decades of atrocities." 
They said they would also cooperate with groups working to prohibit chemical weapons "to secure, declare and destroy" remaining chemical arms in Syria.
Italy currently holds the rotating presidency of the G-7, which also includes Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Japan and the United States.
Israel's military says it hit Hamas militants in two locations in southern Gaza
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military says it struck Hamas militants in two locations in the southern Gaza Strip who planned to hijack aid convoys.
Palestinian Health officials had earlier said that the two strikes killed 15 men who were part of local committees established to secure aid deliveries. The committees have been organized in cooperation with the Hamas-run Interior Ministry in Gaza.
It was not possible to independently confirm either account of the strikes, which occurred overnight into Thursday.
Israel has long accused Hamas of hijacking humanitarian aid deliveries, while U.N. officials have said there is no systemic diversion of aid.
U.N. agencies and aid groups say deliveries are held up by Israeli restrictions on the entry of aid and movement within Gaza, as well as the breakdown of law and order more than 14 months into the war between Israel and Hamas.
Israel has repeatedly targeted the Hamas-run police force, which maintained internal security before the war.
The United Nations agency for Palestinian refugees, the main aid provider in Gaza, said a U.N. convoy of 70 trucks carrying humanitarian aid in southern Gaza "was involved in a serious incident," resulting in just one of the trucks reaching its destination.
It did not provide further details on the incident but said the same route had been used successfully two days earlier.
Israel's offensive, launched after Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack, has caused vast destruction and displaced around 90% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million, leaving the territory heavily reliant on international food aid.
American who says he crossed into Syria by foot is free after 7 months in detention
DAMASCUS, Syria -- An American who turned up in Syria on Thursday says he was detained after crossing into the country by foot on a Christian pilgrimage seven months ago.
Travis Timmerman appears to have been among thousands of people released from the country's notorious prisons after rebels reached Damascus over the weekend, overthrowing President Bashar Assad and ending his family's 54-year rule.
As video emerged online of Timmerman on Thursday, he was initially mistaken by some for Austin Tice, an American journalist who went missing in Syria 12 years ago. 
In the video, Timmerman could be seen lying on a mattress under a blanket in what appeared to be a private house. A group of men in the video said he was being treated well and would be safely returned home.
The Biden administration is working to bring Timmerman home, Secretary of State Antony Blinken told reporters in Aqaba, Jordan, without offering details, citing privacy. 
Timmerman later gave an interview with the Al-Arabiya TV network, saying he had illegally crossed into Syria on foot from the eastern Lebanese town of Zahle seven months ago, before being detained.
He said he was treated well in detention but could hear other men being tortured.
US Secretary of State Blinken visits Mideast after Assad's ouster in Syria
AQABA, Jordan -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has arrived in Jordan on his 12th visit to the Mideast since the Israel-Hamas war erupted last year and his first since the weekend ouster of Syrian President Bashar Assad that has sparked new fears of instability in a region wracked by three conflicts despite a ceasefire agreement in Lebanon.
Blinken was meeting in Aqaba with Jordan's King Abdullah II and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi on Thursday before traveling to Turkey for talks with Turkish officials on Friday. The meetings will focus largely on Syria but also touch on long-elusive hopes for a deal to end the fighting in Gaza that has devastated the Palestinian territory since October 2023.
Blinken is the latest senior U.S. official to visit the Middle East in the five days since Assad was deposed as the Biden administration navigates more volatility in the region in its last few weeks in office and as President-elect Donald Trump has said the U.S. should stay out of the Syrian conflict. 
Other include national security adviser Jake Sullivan and a top military commander who traveled there as the U.S. and Israel have launched airstrikes to prevent the Islamic State militant group from reconstituting and prevent materiel and suspected chemical weapons stocks from falling into militant hands.
Blinken "will discuss the need for the transition process and new government in Syria to respect the rights of minorities, facilitate the flow of humanitarian assistance, prevent Syria from being used as a base of terrorism or posing a threat to its neighbors, and ensure that chemical weapons stockpiles are secured and safely destroyed," the State Department said.
The U.S. would be willing to recognize and fully support a new Syrian government that met those criteria.
U.S. officials say they are not actively reviewing the foreign terrorist organization designation of the main Syrian rebel group, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, known as HTS, which was once an al-Qaida affiliate, but stressed they are not barred from speaking to its members.
Netanyahu says Israeli forces will remain in Syrian buffer zone until border security is guaranteed
JERUSALEM -- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says Israeli forces will remain in a Syrian buffer zone until a new force on the other side of the border can guarantee security.
After the overthrow of Syrian President Bashar Assad, Israeli forces pushed into a buffer zone that had been established after the 1973 Mideast war. The military says it has seized additional strategic points nearby.
Israeli officials have said the move is temporary, but Netanyahu's conditions could take months or even years to fulfill as Syria charts its post-Assad future, raising the prospect of an open-ended Israeli presence in the country.
Netanyahu's office said in a statement Thursday that Assad's overthrow by jihadi rebels created a vacuum on the border.
"Israel will not permit jihadi groups to fill that vacuum and threaten Israeli communities on the Golan Heights with October 7th style attacks," it said, referring to Hamas' 2023 attack out of Gaza, which ignited the war there.
"That is why Israeli forces entered the buffer zone and took control of strategic sites near Israel's border."
The statement added that "this deployment is temporary until a force that is committed to the 1974 agreement can be established and security on our border can be guaranteed."
The buffer zone is adjacent to the Golan Heights, which Israel captured from Syria in the 1967 Mideast war and later annexed. The international community, except for the United States, views the Golan as occupied Syrian territory.
Attacker who fatally shot boy on a bus in the West Bank turns himself in, military says
JERUSALEM -- Israel's military said Thursday that the attacker who fatally shot a 12-year-old Israeli boy in the occupied West Bank overnight turned himself in to authorities.
The attacker opened fire on a bus near the Israeli settlement of Beitar Illit, critically wounding the boy, who hospital authorities pronounced dead in the early morning. Three others were wounded in the attack, paramedics said.
The shooting took place just outside Jerusalem in an area near major Israeli settlements.
Indonesia evacuates 37 citizens from Syria
JAKARTA, Indonesia -- The Indonesian government has evacuated 37 citizens from Syria following the fall of the Bashar al-Assad government, officials said Thursday.
The evacuees were taken by land from Damascus to Beirut, where they boarded three commercial flights to Jakarta, said Judha Nugraha, director of citizen protection at the Foreign Affairs Ministry.
The Indonesian Embassy in Damascus said all 1,162 Indonesian citizens in Syria were safe.
Indonesian Ambassador to Syria Wajid Fauzi said the situation in Syria has gradually returned to normal.
"I can say that 98% of people's lives are back to normal, shops are open, public transportation has started running," Fauzi said, adding that most Indonesian nationals living in Syria had chosen to stay.
Israeli airstrikes kill at least 28 people, including 7 children, Palestinian medical officials say
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian medical officials say Israeli airstrikes have killed at least 28 people in the Gaza Strip, including seven children and a woman.
One of the strikes overnight and into Thursday flattened a house in the built-up Nuseirat refugee camp, according to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the nearby city of Deir al-Balah, where the casualties were taken.
An Associated Press reporter saw the bodies at the hospital's morgue.
Two other strikes killed 15 men who were part of local committees established to secure aid convoys. The committees were set up by displaced Palestinians in coordination with the Hamas-run Interior Ministry.
The Nasser Hospital in the southern city of Khan Younis received the bodies and an Associated Press reporter counted them. The hospital said eight were killed in a strike near the southern border town of Rafah and seven others in a strike 30 minutes later near Khan Younis.
The war in Gaza began when Hamas-led militants attacked southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 people. Some 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, at least a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel's offensive has killed over 44,800 Palestinians in Gaza, more than half of them women and children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not say how many were combatants. The Israeli military says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.
The fighting has plunged Gaza into a severe humanitarian crisis, with experts warning of famine.
Israel says it allows enough aid to enter and blames U.N. agencies for not distributing it. The U.N. says Israeli restrictions, and the breakdown of law and order after Israel repeatedly targeted the Hamas-run police force, make it extremely difficult to operate in the territory.
UN General Assembly demands ceasefire in Gaza and backs UN agency helping Palestinian refugees
UNITED NATIONS -- The U.N. General Assembly overwhelmingly approved resolutions Wednesday demanding an immediate ceasefire in Gaza and backing the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees that Israel has moved to ban.

The votes in the 193-nation world body were 158-9 with 13 abstentions to demand a ceasefire now and 159-9 with 11 abstentions to support the agency known as UNRWA.
The votes culminated two days of speeches overwhelmingly calling for an end to the 14-month war between Israel and the militant Hamas group. 
General Assembly resolutions are not legally binding, though they reflect world opinion. There are no vetoes in the assembly.
Israel and its close ally, the United States, were in a tiny minority speaking and voting against the resolutions.
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray's announcement that he's resigning in January comes a week and a half after President-elect Donald Trump announced his intention to nominate loyalist Kash Patel for the position. Wray has served seven years of a 10-year term.
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray speaks during a hearing of the Senate Intelligence Committee on Capitol Hill, March 11, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray testifies before a Senate Judiciary Committee oversight hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, Dec. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            Kash Patel, President-elect Donald Trump's pick to be the director of the FBI, attends a meeting in the office of Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, on Capitol Hill, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray testifies during a Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee hearing Oct. 31, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough, File)
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            Kash Patel, President-elect Donald Trump's pick to be the director of the FBI, attends a meeting in the office of Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, on Capitol Hill, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, April 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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                                    FBI Director Christopher Wray's announcement that he's resigning in January comes a week and a half after President-elect Donald Trump announced his intention to nominate loyalist Kash Patel for the position. Wray has served seven years of a 10-year term.
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray testifies during a Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee hearing Oct. 31, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- FBI Director Christopher Wray told bureau workers Wednesday that he plans to resign at the end of President Joe Biden's term in January, an announcement that came a week and a half after President-elect Donald Trump said he would nominate loyalist Kash Patel for the job.
Wray said at a town hall meeting that he would be stepping down "after weeks of careful thought," roughly three years short of the completion of a 10-year term during which he tried to keep the FBI out of politics even as the bureau found itself entangled in a string of explosive investigations, including two that led to separate indictments of Trump last year as well as inquiries into Biden and his son.
"My goal is to keep the focus on our mission -- the indispensable work you're doing on behalf of the American people every day," Wray told agency employees. "In my view, this is the best way to avoid dragging the bureau deeper into the fray, while reinforcing the values and principles that are so important to how we do our work." 

    


The intended resignation was not unexpected considering that Trump had settled on Patel to be director and had repeatedly aired his ire at Wray, whom he appointed during his first term. But his departure is nonetheless a reflection of how Trump's norm-breaking style has reshaped Washington, with the president-elect yet again flouting tradition by moving to replace an FBI director well before his term was up and Wray resigning to avert a collision with the incoming administration.




"It should go without saying, but I'll say it anyway -- this is not easy for me," Wray said. "I love this place, I love our mission, and I love our people -- but my focus is, and always has been, on us and doing what's right for the FBI."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: FBI Director Wray says he intends to resign before Trump takes office in January
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports FBI Director Chris Wray says he'll resign once President Biden leaves office.

    


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Wray received a standing ovation following his remarks before a standing-room-only crowd at FBI headquarters and some in the audience cried, according to an FBI official who was not authorized to discuss the private gathering by name and spoke on condition of anonymity to The Associated Press.

    


Trump applauded the news on social media, calling it "a great day for America as it will end the Weaponization of what has become known as the United States Department of Injustice" and saying that Patel's confirmation will begin "the process of Making the FBI Great Again."
If confirmed by the Senate, Patel would herald a radical leadership transformation at the nation's premier federal law enforcement agency. He has advocated shutting down the FBI's Washington headquarters and called for ridding the federal government of "conspirators," raising alarms that he might seek to wield the FBI's significant investigative powers as an instrument of retribution against Trump's perceived enemies. 
Patel said Wednesday that he was looking forward to "a smooth transition. I will be ready to serve the American people on day one."
It's extremely rare for FBI directors to be ousted from their jobs before the completion of their 10-year terms, a length meant to insulate the agency from the political influence of changing administrations. But Trump has done it twice, placing Wray in the job in 2017 after firing Director James Comey amid an investigation into ties between Russia and the Republican president's campaign. 

    


Despite having appointed Wray, Trump had telegraphed his anger with the FBI director on multiple occasions throughout the years, including as recently as the past week.
In an interview with NBC's "Meet the Press" that aired Sunday, Trump said, "I can't say I'm thrilled with him. He invaded my home," a reference to the FBI's 2022 search of Trump's Florida property, Mar-a-Lago, for classified documents from Trump's first term as president. 
That search, and the recovery of boxes of sensitive government records, paved the way for one of two federal indictments against Trump. The case, and another one charging him with plotting to overturn the 2020 election, have both been dismissed by the Justice Department special counsel that brought them in light of Trump's November victory.

    


Attorney General Merrick Garland praised Wray for having "served our country honorably and with integrity for decades." He said: "Under Director Wray's principled leadership, the FBI has worked to fulfill the Justice Department's mission to keep our country safe, protect civil rights, and uphold the rule of law."
Natalie Bara, the president of the FBI Agents Association, said in a statement that Wray had led the FBI "through challenging times with a steady focus on doing the work that keeps our country safe. " 
Throughout his seven years on the job, the self-professed "low-key, understated" Wray brought a workmanlike approach to the job, repeatedly preaching a "keep calm and tackle hard" mantra despite a steady drumbeat of attacks from Trump and his supporters. 

    


He also sought to avoid public conflict when possible with the Trump White House, distancing himself and his leadership team from the FBI's Russia investigation over errors that took place before he took office and announcing dozens of corrective actions meant to prevent the recurrence of the surveillance abuses that plagued the inquiry.
But there were other instances when he memorably broke from Trump -- he did not agree, for instance, with Trump's characterization of the Russia investigation as a "witch hunt." He made known his displeasure when the White House blessed the declassification of materials related to the surveillance of a former Trump campaign aide and contradicted a Trump talking point by stating that Ukraine had not interfered in the 2016 election.
He repeatedly sought to keep the focus on the FBI's day-to-day work, using the bulk of his resignation announcement to praise the bureau's efforts in countering everything from violent crime and cyberattacks to Chinese espionage and terrorism. 
"The most sacred responsibility of government is -- and will remain -- protecting its citizens," Wray said. "You all are on the front lines of that effort every day, and I know you will continue to adapt and evolve and innovate to stay ahead."
Yet even as he leaves office at a time of heightened threats, much of the public focus has been on the politically sensitive investigations of his tenure.
Besides the inquiries into Trump, the FBI in recent years also investigated Biden's handling of classified information as well as Biden's son Hunter for tax and gun violations. Hunter Biden was pardoned by his father last week.
A particular flashpoint came in August 2022, when FBI agents searched Mar-a-Lago -- an action officials defended as necessary given the boxes of documents that were being concealed at the Palm Beach property and the evidence of obstruction that the Justice Department said had been gathered. 
Trump railed against the FBI over that search and has kept up his criticism ever since. The president-elect, for instance, was angered by Wray's comment at a congressional hearing that there was "some question about whether or not it's a bullet or shrapnel" that struck Trump's ear during an assassination attempt in Pennsylvania in July. The FBI later stated unequivocally that it was indeed a bullet.
Before being named FBI director, Wray worked at a prestigious law firm, King & Spalding, where he represented former New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie during the "Bridgegate" scandal. He also led the Justice Department's criminal division for a period during President George W. Bush's administration.
___

This story has been corrected to reflect that a reference to the FBI's search of Donald Trump's Florida property as taking place in 2002 should have said the search was in 2022.
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            FILE - New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick twirls his whistle during an NFL football practice, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2019, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)
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            FILE - Then-New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick talks with reporters following an NFL football game against the Buffalo Bills, Sunday, Oct. 22, 2023, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)
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            FILE - Then-New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick during the second half of an NFL football game against the New Orleans Saints, Sunday, Oct. 8, 2023, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


North Carolina's trustees have approved terms of the deal to hire Bill Belichick as the Tar Heels' new football coach, and the school is set to hold its introductory news conference for the six-time Super Bowl-winning head coach Thursday afternoon.
The board met in the morning to sign off on the agreement, announced Wednesday night by the school as a five-year deal. Specific terms of that deal have yet to be released.
The board of governors for the state's public university system is still scheduled to meet Thursday afternoon regarding the hiring as a final logistical step, though that comes after Belichick's on-campus news conference.
Moving on from the 73-year-old Mack Brown to hire the 72-year-old Belichick means UNC is turning to a coach who has never worked at the college level, yet had incredible success in the NFL alongside quarterback Tom Brady throughout most of his 24-year tenure with the Patriots, which ended last season.

    


There's also at least a small family tie to the UNC program for Belichick; his late father, Steve, was an assistant coach for the Tar Heels from 1953-55.
He's arriving on campus at a time of rapid changes in college athletics, from free player movement through the transfer portal and athletes' ability to cash in on endorsements to the looming arrival of revenue sharing. And he's taking over a program that for a school with a national name-brand -- particularly as a tradition-rich blueblood in college basketball -- has never sustained elite football success in its long history.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            A part-time Malibu, California resident is thankful a wildfire that's forced up to 20,000 people from their homes spared the RV park he was staying in. (AP Video: Eugene Garcia)
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            Weather conditions are forecast to improve this week in Southern California, aiding firefighters in their battle against a wildfire that's forced up to 20,000 people from their homes.
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            Weather conditions were forecasted to improve this week in Southern California and aid firefighters in their battle against a wildfire that's forced up to 20,000 people from their homes. The blaze has grown to more than 2,800 acres and is 0% contained.
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            A resident sifts through their fire-damage property after the Franklin Fire swept through, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A firefighter works at a home devastated by the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Students evacuate from Pepperdine University as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters work at a home devastated by the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Water is dropped onto the Franklin Fire by helicopter, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            A firefighter carries a water hose while tackling the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            A road signed is burned after the Franklin Fire swept through Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A road signed is burned after the Franklin Fire swept through Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Students sleep on couches on the Pepperdine University campus, where a makeshift shelter was set up as the Franklin Fire closed in Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A firefighter hoses down hot spots around a fire-ravaged property after the Franklin Fire swept through Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eugene Garcia)
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            Firefighters protect a structure as the Franklin Fire approaches in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Embers fly as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Malibu residents Florence Johnson and her son Brian enjoy the beach before sunset as a plume of smoke from the Franklin Fire rises over the ocean Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            20 of 25 | 
            Screen writer and actress Sarah Newcome expresses her gratitude to God during sunset as a plume of smoke from the Franklin Fire rises over the ocean Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            21 of 25 | 
            Vegetation around the Phillips Theme Tower at Pepperdine University is scorched by the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Burned outdoor furniture is left behind on a property after the Franklin Fire swept through, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A resident sifts through their fire-damage property after the Franklin Fire swept through, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Retardant is dropped onto the Franklin Fire Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            25 of 25 | 
            A mountain top overlooking the Pacific Ocean is scarred after the Franklin Fire swept through Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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        Southern California forecast of cool temps, calm winds to help firefighters battle Malibu blaze
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                                    A part-time Malibu, California resident is thankful a wildfire that's forced up to 20,000 people from their homes spared the RV park he was staying in. (AP Video: Eugene Garcia)
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                                    Weather conditions are forecast to improve this week in Southern California, aiding firefighters in their battle against a wildfire that's forced up to 20,000 people from their homes.
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                                    Weather conditions were forecasted to improve this week in Southern California and aid firefighters in their battle against a wildfire that's forced up to 20,000 people from their homes. The blaze has grown to more than 2,800 acres and is 0% contained.
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            A resident sifts through their fire-damage property after the Franklin Fire swept through, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                    A resident sifts through their fire-damage property after the Franklin Fire swept through, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A firefighter works at a home devastated by the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                    A firefighter works at a home devastated by the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 25

                                    
                                    Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Students evacuate from Pepperdine University as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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                                    Students evacuate from Pepperdine University as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters work at a home devastated by the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                    Firefighters work at a home devastated by the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Water is dropped onto the Franklin Fire by helicopter, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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                                    Water is dropped onto the Franklin Fire by helicopter, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            A firefighter carries a water hose while tackling the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                    A firefighter carries a water hose while tackling the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            A road signed is burned after the Franklin Fire swept through Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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                                    A road signed is burned after the Franklin Fire swept through Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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                                    Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            A road signed is burned after the Franklin Fire swept through Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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                                    A road signed is burned after the Franklin Fire swept through Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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                                    Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Students sleep on couches on the Pepperdine University campus, where a makeshift shelter was set up as the Franklin Fire closed in Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                    Students sleep on couches on the Pepperdine University campus, where a makeshift shelter was set up as the Franklin Fire closed in Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A firefighter hoses down hot spots around a fire-ravaged property after the Franklin Fire swept through Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eugene Garcia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 25

                                    
                                    A firefighter hoses down hot spots around a fire-ravaged property after the Franklin Fire swept through Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eugene Garcia)
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            Firefighters protect a structure as the Franklin Fire approaches in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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                                    Firefighters protect a structure as the Franklin Fire approaches in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Embers fly as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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                                    Embers fly as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Malibu residents Florence Johnson and her son Brian enjoy the beach before sunset as a plume of smoke from the Franklin Fire rises over the ocean Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 25

                                    
                                    Malibu residents Florence Johnson and her son Brian enjoy the beach before sunset as a plume of smoke from the Franklin Fire rises over the ocean Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            20 of 25 | 
            Screen writer and actress Sarah Newcome expresses her gratitude to God during sunset as a plume of smoke from the Franklin Fire rises over the ocean Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                    Screen writer and actress Sarah Newcome expresses her gratitude to God during sunset as a plume of smoke from the Franklin Fire rises over the ocean Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Vegetation around the Phillips Theme Tower at Pepperdine University is scorched by the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                    Vegetation around the Phillips Theme Tower at Pepperdine University is scorched by the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Burned outdoor furniture is left behind on a property after the Franklin Fire swept through, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                    Burned outdoor furniture is left behind on a property after the Franklin Fire swept through, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A resident sifts through their fire-damage property after the Franklin Fire swept through, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Retardant is dropped onto the Franklin Fire Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            A mountain top overlooking the Pacific Ocean is scarred after the Franklin Fire swept through Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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                                    A mountain top overlooking the Pacific Ocean is scarred after the Franklin Fire swept through Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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                                        MALIBU, Calif. (AP) -- Cooler temperatures, calmer winds and a chance of rainfall in Southern California this week are forecast to help firefighters as they battle a wind-driven blaze in steep, rugged terrain that's driven thousands, including celebrities, from their homes in Malibu.
The weather improved so much Wednesday that meteorologists said all red flag warnings, which indicate conditions for high fire danger and the notorious Santa Ana winds, were discontinued. The conditions allowed firefighters to have "a lot of success" despite the nearly inaccessible terrain, CalFire Assistant Chief Dusty Martin said.
Still, some 20,000 residents remained under evacuation orders and warnings Wednesday evening from the blaze, dubbed the Franklin Fire, which was only 7% contained over 6 square miles (16 square kilometers). 
It's unclear how the blaze started. Officials said nine structures had been destroyed and at least six others had been damaged, though crews had only surveyed about 25% of the affected area, said Deputy Chief Albert Yanagisawa of the Los Angeles County Fire Department.

    


Much of the devastation occurred in Malibu, a community of about 10,000 people on the western edge of Los Angeles known for its stunning bluffs and Zuma Beach, which features in many Hollywood films. 




Flames burned near horse farms, celebrities' seaside mansions, and Pepperdine University, where students were forced to shelter in place on campus for a second night Tuesday. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Faculty members are determining how best to complete the semester, which ends at Pepperdine this week. Final exams were postponed or canceled, depending on the class, university spokesperson Michael Friel said. An early analysis showed little to no damage to structures on campus, the university said.
Lonnie Vidaurri's four-bedroom home in the Malibu Knolls neighborhood is one of those destroyed. After evacuating to a hotel in Santa Monica with his wife and two young daughters, a neighbor called to tell Vidaurri that firefighters would need to break into his house.

    


"It's pretty torched all around," Vidaurri said. He expects that the family's pet bunnies did not survive the fire, and that they lost most of their things. "My girls cried, obviously, but it could have been worse."
Mimi Teller, a Red Cross spokesperson who worked in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood, said many people arrived in their pajamas and were "definitely in shock." 
"Nobody even had a backpack, it was, 'Get out now,'" Teller said. "One lady didn't even have a leash for her dog, she just scooped them up."
Shawn Smith said he was asleep early Tuesday when someone knocked on his RV at 3 a.m. to wake him up to evacuate the Malibu RV Park.
"You could see the fires rolling in, in over the canyon," he said. "It was like 'Holy crap, this is real.'"
He returned Wednesday to find that the RV park had been saved -- firefighters stopped the flames just before they entered the area. 
"We got lucky," he said.
Cher, one of many celebrities with homes in Malibu, evacuated from her Malibu home when ordered and is staying at a hotel, her publicist, Liz Rosenberg, said Tuesday.

    


And Dick Van Dyke said in a Facebook post that he and his wife, Arlene Silver, fled as the fire swept in. The actor later told NBC's "Today" that neighbors helped him get out.
"I was trying to crawl to the car. I had exhausted myself. I couldn't get up," said Van Dyke, who turns 99 Friday. "And three neighbors came and carried me out, and came back and put out a little fire in the guesthouse and saved me."
The fire erupted shortly before 11 p.m. Monday and swiftly moved south, jumping over the famous Pacific Coast Highway and extending all the way to the ocean. It was propelled by Santa Ana winds, with gusts that reached 40 mph (64 kph). Santa Anas are notorious seasonal winds that blow dry air from the interior toward the coast, pushing back moist ocean breezes.
Alec Gellis stayed behind Monday night to save his home in Malibu's Serra Retreat neighborhood from the flames. He used pumps in the home's swimming pool to help spray water over the house and surrounding vegetation, turning the lush area "into a rainforest."

    


Gellis said there were flames within 5 feet (1.5 meters) of the home on all sides. "The whole canyon was completely lit up."
Utilities preemptively shut off power to tens of thousands of homes and businesses, starting Monday night, to mitigate the impacts of the Santa Ana winds, whose strong gusts can damage electrical equipment and spark wildfires. 
As of Wednesday afternoon, electricity was still out for roughly 600 Southern California Edison customers, and the majority of those were in Los Angeles County, said utility spokesperson Gabriela Ornelas. 
"We have been making significant progress," she said.
Outages in Malibu were not included in that figure, Ornelas said. Some 3,300 customers in the Malibu area remained without power, due to safety shutoffs and for firefighter safety. Power was first shut off to most customers in Malibu on Monday evening.
The Woolsey Fire that roared through the area in 2018, killing three people and destroying 1,600 homes, was sparked by Edison equipment. Asked Wednesday if Edison equipment was involved in the Franklin Fire, Ornelas referred all questions regarding the cause to fire officials. 

    


___

Weber reported from Los Angeles and Aoun reported from San Diego. Associated Press journalists Stefanie Dazio in Los Angeles; Amy Taxin in Orange County, California; Sarah Brumfield in Washington; and Eric Thayer, Damian Dovarganes and Jaimie Ding in Malibu, California, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/malibu-wildfire-evacuations-fa7cd32cd116e21b6b0f4ab5145d8424
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            Hundreds of migrant workers in Lebanon are waiting to be repatriated after the ceasefire ending the 14-month war between the Lebanon-based Hezbollah and Israel went into effect last month. The Associated Press spoke to women from Sierra Leone who described what they called called exploitative work conditions and sexual violence, along with the horrors of conflict. (AP video shot by Lujain Jo)
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            Sierra Leonean migrant worker Isatta Bah, 24, smiles as she holds her daughter, Blessing, one year old, during an interview with The Associated Press while waiting to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership shop that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 16 | 
            Female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership shop that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership shop that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A Sierra Leonean migrant worker stranded in Lebanon with her baby, waits to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon work on their colleague's hair as they wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Sierra Leonean migrant worker Isatta Bah, 24, reacts as she holds her daughter, Blessing, one year old, during an interview with The Associated Press while waiting to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Mohammad, 3, son of a Sierra Leonean migrant worker stranded in Lebanon, eats bread as he waits to be repatriated back home with his mother, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A baby doll is seen lying on a mattress belonging to a female Sierra Leonean migrant worker stranded in Lebanon, as she waits to be repatriated back home, while sheltered at a former car dealership in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A Sierra Leonean migrant worker stranded in Lebanon, poses for a photograph as she waits to be repatriated back home, at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A stack of mattresses used by female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, are stacked up at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A Sierra Leonean migrant worker stranded in Lebanon, waits to be repatriated back home, as she is sheltered at a former car dealership in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, dance as they wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A Sierra Leonean migrant worker stranded in Lebanon, poses for a photograph as she waits to be repatriated back home, while sheltered at a former car dealership in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    Hundreds of migrant workers in Lebanon are waiting to be repatriated after the ceasefire ending the 14-month war between the Lebanon-based Hezbollah and Israel went into effect last month. The Associated Press spoke to women from Sierra Leone who described what they called called exploitative work conditions and sexual violence, along with the horrors of conflict. (AP video shot by Lujain Jo)
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            Sierra Leonean migrant worker Isatta Bah, 24, smiles as she holds her daughter, Blessing, one year old, during an interview with The Associated Press while waiting to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership shop that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    Female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership shop that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership shop that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    Female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership shop that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership shop that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    Female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership shop that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A Sierra Leonean migrant worker stranded in Lebanon with her baby, waits to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 16

                                    
                                    A Sierra Leonean migrant worker stranded in Lebanon with her baby, waits to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon work on their colleague's hair as they wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Sierra Leonean migrant worker Isatta Bah, 24, reacts as she holds her daughter, Blessing, one year old, during an interview with The Associated Press while waiting to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    Female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Mohammad, 3, son of a Sierra Leonean migrant worker stranded in Lebanon, eats bread as he waits to be repatriated back home with his mother, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A baby doll is seen lying on a mattress belonging to a female Sierra Leonean migrant worker stranded in Lebanon, as she waits to be repatriated back home, while sheltered at a former car dealership in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A stack of mattresses used by female Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, are stacked up at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A Sierra Leonean migrant worker stranded in Lebanon, waits to be repatriated back home, as she is sheltered at a former car dealership in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon, dance as they wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A Sierra Leonean migrant worker stranded in Lebanon, poses for a photograph as she waits to be repatriated back home, while sheltered at a former car dealership in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Isatta Bah wakes up from a nap in a crowded shelter on the outskirts of Beirut, clutching her baby, Blessing.
The 24-year-old from Sierra Leone spends her days waiting for an exit visa that could put her and her 1-year-old on a plane back to the West African nation. She wants to reunite with her family after what she called exploitative work conditions and sexual violence, along with the recent horrors of war in Lebanon.
"My experience in Lebanon is not good for me. I am really tired," Bah said. "I want to go home."
Hundreds of migrant workers in Lebanon are waiting to be repatriated after the ceasefire ending the 14-month war between the Lebanon-based Hezbollah and Israel went into effect last month.
Lebanon has long drawn migrant workers dreaming of building better lives for their families. Enticed by promises of stable jobs and decent pay, they enter Lebanon via recruitment agencies under a sponsorship-based labor system known as Kafala -- only to find themselves often trapped with confiscated passports, long hours, withheld wages and, for many, abuse.

    


The Kafala system has long been criticized by human rights groups, but the government rarely if ever addresses the criticism. But Bah knew little of that when she came to Lebanon in 2022. She was promised a job at a supermarket with a $200 monthly salary, she said. Instead, she was sent to care for an older woman once she arrived.




Within a month of her arrival, her 3-year-old son back home fell ill and died. She said she was not given the time to grieve and fled her employer's house. Since her employer held her passport and other documents, Bah said she had to leave them behind.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Her experience in Lebanon then took a darker turn. One day she and five housemates were picked up by a taxi driver who said he would take them home. Instead, she said, the driver dropped them at the wrong spot. As they tried and failed to find another cab, a group of men chased them and raped them.

    


"Men were coming and they were cheering for us," said Bah, who gave her consent to be named. "They beat us and they had sex with us." She said it took her about two weeks to recover and resume work at two hotels. Without documents, migrants can hesitate to go to police.
Two months later, she and another friend found out they were pregnant.
Bah recounted the experience as she watched her baby's wobbly footsteps.
With war, their lives became more precarious. When Israel intensified its bombardment of Beirut's southern suburbs in September, Bah fled the area with her baby and friends on foot.
Not every migrant worker escaped the attacks. An estimated 37 have been killed and 150 wounded since October 2023, said Joelle Mhanna with the U.N.'s International Organization for Migration.
There were few places to turn. Most government-run shelters refused to take in displaced people who were not Lebanese, said activist Dea Hage-Shaheen. After supporting migrant women during previous crises in Lebanon, she stepped in again along with other volunteers.

    


To house over 200 women from Sierra Leone including Bah, they repurposed an abandoned space owned by her family -- a former car dealership that was later a venue for pop-up events and named The Shelter.
The kitchen was alive with activity as women cooked, some dancing to Nigerian music. In another area, rows of thin mattresses lay in the dim light from broken windows. Despite the modest conditions, the women set up a Christmas tree crafted from sticks.
While some migrants have been accepted at government-run shelters, there were regular reports of others being evicted or denied access, the IOM said.
Some migrants hesitate to approach the government shelters for fear of detention or deportation, Mhanna said. "As a result, most are being hosted by embassies, NGOs and community-based organizations including churches, monasteries and other religious groups."
The Lebanese government has not directly addressed the issue of migrant workers being rejected from government-run shelters, despite repeated calls for action from rights organizations and the United Nations.

    


Moving on from the shelters they found posed another challenge for migrants like Bah, as many had passports and other documents confiscated by former employers.
"We had to secure exit permits, immigration clearances and even child travel documents for the five children in this group," said Shaheen, who coordinated the repatriation last month of 120 women and their children with the support of IOM, who chartered the flight.
IOM said it has received requests from around 10,000 migrants seeking to be repatriated, a small fraction of the over 175,000 in Lebanon.
As of Nov. 26, the IOM had supported over 400 migrants to return home. That included two charter flights for people from Bangladesh and Sierra Leone. It wasn't clear how many more flights are planned. or to where.

    


Laughter and cheer filled Beirut-Rafic Hariri International Airport on Nov. 19. The women from Sierra Leone arrived in groups, dragging suitcases and sharing hugs. Some danced in celebration for their long-awaited flight.
"It wasn't easy in Lebanon," said Amanata Thullah after four years. "I am happy to be going back to my country."
Mariam Sesay, who described herself as the head of Sierra Leone's community in Lebanon, said there had been "a lot of distress and trauma" in recent months.
Bah was not among those leaving, but she said she and others at the shelter were happy to see friends return home.
She now awaits her turn, along with over 50 others.
At first she was told she needed official documents for her baby and the father's consent to travel. But a lawyer waived the requirement due to her circumstances, Shaheen said.

"I wish to go back home to continue my education," Bah said. "Since I was little, I always wanted to be a computer science student, because I'm good at that."
She looked down at Blessing. "Now I have something to take care of," she said. "When I watch her walk or laugh, that gives me joy."
___
This story has been corrected to show that the spelling of the name of the activist is Dea Hage-Shaheen, not Hajj Chahine.
___
Follow AP coverage of migration at https://apnews.com/hub/migration

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/lebanon-migrants-sierra-leone-war-9c696b80aa3bd5099ffc26394474d1fd
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            South Korea's president defended his martial law decree in what he called an act of governance and denied rebellion charges Thursday.
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            South Korea's main opposition strongly condemned President Yoon Suk Yeol's statement on Thursday in which he said his martial law declaration was an act of governance. Yoon defended his martial law decree as an act of governance and denied rebellion charges, vowing Thursday to "fight to the end" in response to attempts to impeach him and intensifying investigations into last week's dramatic move. (AP Video: Yong Jun Chang)
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            South Korea's governing party chief is expressing support for suspending the constitutional powers of President Yoon Suk Yeol for imposing martial law, in a bombshell reversal that makes Yoon's impeachment more likely
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            People watch a TV screen showing the live broadcast of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's announcement at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo//Lee Jin-man)
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            In this photo provided by South Korea Presidential Office, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks at the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (South Korea Presidential Office via AP)
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            South Korea's National Assembly Speaker Woo Won-shik, center top, speaks during a plenary session held relating to the martial law declaration, at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Lawmakers attend a plenary session held relating to the martial law declaration, at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Protesters stage a rally to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. The signs read "Disband the ruling People Power Party." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Protesters stage a rally to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. The signs read "Arrest the rebellion leader Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Protesters stage a rally to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. The signs read "Arrest the rebellion leader Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Protesters march to the presidential office after a rally demanding South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Protesters stage a rally demanding South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. The signs read "Arrest the rebellion leader Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Protesters confront with police officers as they march to the presidential office after a rally demanding South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. The signs read "Arrest Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Protesters march to the presidential office after a rally demanding South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            In this photo provided by South Korea Presidential Office, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks at the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (South Korea Presidential Office via AP)
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            In this photo provided by South Korea Presidential Office, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks at the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (South Korea Presidential Office via AP)
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                                    South Korea's main opposition strongly condemned President Yoon Suk Yeol's statement on Thursday in which he said his martial law declaration was an act of governance. Yoon defended his martial law decree as an act of governance and denied rebellion charges, vowing Thursday to "fight to the end" in response to attempts to impeach him and intensifying investigations into last week's dramatic move. (AP Video: Yong Jun Chang)
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                                    South Korea's governing party chief is expressing support for suspending the constitutional powers of President Yoon Suk Yeol for imposing martial law, in a bombshell reversal that makes Yoon's impeachment more likely
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            People watch a TV screen showing the live broadcast of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's announcement at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo//Lee Jin-man)
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            In this photo provided by South Korea Presidential Office, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks at the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (South Korea Presidential Office via AP)
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            South Korea's National Assembly Speaker Woo Won-shik, center top, speaks during a plenary session held relating to the martial law declaration, at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Lawmakers attend a plenary session held relating to the martial law declaration, at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Protesters stage a rally to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. The signs read "Disband the ruling People Power Party." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Protesters stage a rally to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. The signs read "Arrest the rebellion leader Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                    Protesters stage a rally to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. The signs read "Arrest the rebellion leader Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Protesters stage a rally to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. The signs read "Arrest the rebellion leader Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Protesters stage a rally demanding South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. The signs read "Arrest the rebellion leader Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol defended his martial law decree as an act of governance and denied rebellion charges, vowing Thursday to "fight to the end" in response to attempts to impeach him and intensifying investigations into last week's dramatic move.
The main opposition Democratic Party quickly slammed Yoon's speech as "an expression of extreme delusion" and "false propaganda." Later Thursday, it and other opposition parties submitted a new impeachment motion against Yoon for a floor vote this weekend. 
The opposition-controlled parliament also passed motions Thursday to impeach and suspend Yoon's police chief and justice minister over the imposition of martial law, escalating the pressure on Yoon's embattled government.
Yoon's short-lived Dec. 3 martial law declaration has generated political chaos and large protests calling for his ouster. The decree brought hundreds of armed troops who attempted to encircle parliament and raid the election commission, though no major violence or injuries occurred. Martial law lasted only six hours as Yoon was forced to lift it after the National Assembly unanimously voted it down.

    


In a televised speech Thursday, Yoon, a conservative, said he enacted martial law as a warning to the liberal Democratic Party. He called the party "a monster" and "anti-state forces" that he said tried to use its legislative muscle to impeach top officials, undermined the government's budget bill for next year and sympathized with North Korea.




"I will fight to the end to prevent the forces and criminal groups that have been responsible for paralyzing the country's government and disrupting the nation's constitutional order from threatening the future of the Republic of Korea," Yoon said. "The opposition is now doing a sword dance of chaos, claiming that the declaration of martial law constitutes to an act of rebellion. But was it really?"

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Yoon said martial law was an act of governance that cannot be the subject of investigations and doesn't amount to rebellion. He said the deployment of nearly 300 soldiers to the National Assembly was designed to maintain order, not dissolve or paralyze it.

    


Kim Min-seok, head of a Democratic Party task force, dismissed Yoon's statement as "an expression of extreme delusion" and "a declaration of war against the people." Kim accused the president of attempting to incite pro-Yoon riots by far-right forces. He said the Democratic Party will focus on getting the motion impeaching Yoon passed on Saturday. 
It's unclear how Yoon's comments will affect his fate. Opposition parties hold 192 seats combined, eight votes short of a two-thirds majority of the 300 members of the National Assembly. The earlier attempt to impeach Yoon failed with most lawmakers from Yoon's governing People Power Party boycotting the vote.
Yoon's speech was expected to deepen a divide inside the PPP. When party chair Han Dong-hun, a critic of Yoon, called Yoon's statement "a confession of rebellion" during a party meeting, Yoon loyalists angrily jeered and called on Han to stop speaking. Han has urged party members to vote in favor of Yoon's impeachment. 

    


Opposition parties and even some PPP members say the martial law decree was unconstitutional. South Korean law allows the president to declare martial law during wartime or similar emergencies, and they said such a situation did not exist. They argue that deploying troops to seal the National Assembly to suspend its political activities amounted to rebellion because the constitution doesn't give a president such rights in any situation. 
The country's law enforcement authorities are investigating whether Yoon and others involved in imposing martial law committed rebellion, abuse of power and other crimes. A conviction for rebellion carries a maximum penalty of death. 
The National Assembly on Thursday passed a bill that could introduce an independent counsel to investigate Yoon on rebellion charges without his approval. A bill it endorsed earlier this week on appointing an independent counsel requires Yoon's approval. The Justice Ministry on Monday placed an oversea travel ban on Yoon.

    


South Korean law gives a president immunity from prosecution while in office, except for allegations of rebellion or treason. This means that Yoon can be questioned and detained by investigative agencies over his martial law decree, but many observers doubt that authorities will forcefully detain him because of the potential for clashes with his presidential security service. 
On Wednesday, Yoon's presidential security service didn't allow police to search the presidential office.
Yoon's statement was seen as an about-face. Last Saturday, he apologized over declaring martial law and said he wouldn't avoid responsibility for it. He said he would leave it to his party to chart a course through the political turmoil, "including matters related to my term in office."

    


On Wednesday, Yoon's former defense minister, Kim Yong Hyun, was arrested on allegations of playing a key role in a rebellion and committing abuse of power. The national police chief, Cho Ji Ho, and the head of Seoul's metropolitan police have been detained while their actions of sending police forces to the National Assembly are investigated as a criminal matter. 
The impeachment motion against Cho accuses him of committing rebellion and violating other laws by deploying police forces to the parliament after martial law was announced. The separate motion for Justice Minister Park Sung Jae accuses him of rebellion because he didn't question the constitutionality of Yoon's martial law decree and didn't actively stop its enforcement. 
Kim, who resigned after martial law was lifted, is one of Yoon's close associates. He has been accused of recommending martial law to Yoon and sending troops to the National Assembly to block lawmakers from voting on it. He tried to kill himself in detention, but correctional officers stopped him and he was in stable condition, according to the Justice Ministry. 
In his speech Thursday, Yoon said he had discussed imposing martial law only with Kim before he informed other top officials about it at a Cabinet meeting just before its declaration. 
On the night of Dec. 3, besides the National Assembly, Yoon and Kim sent troops to the National Election Commission. That raised speculation that he might have tried to seize computer servers at the commission as he believed unfounded rumors that the results of April's parliamentary elections, in which his party suffered steep losses, were rigged. 
Yoon said he asked Kim to examine the supposed vulnerabilities of the commission's computer systems, which Yoon said was hampering the credibility of election results. He accused the commission of resisting a thorough inspection by Seoul's spy agency following a cyberattack attributed to North Korea-backed hackers last year. 

If Yoon is impeached, his presidential powers would be suspended until the Constitutional Court decides whether to remove him from office or restore his powers. If he is dismissed, a new presidential election would be required within 60 days. 
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Is South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol on the verge of being forced out of office for declaring martial law nearly a week ago?

The question, which has dogged Yoon through a series of moves by the opposition to end his presidency, will be highlighted Saturday, when parliament seems likely to make a second attempt at his impeachment. 

The last week has seen political chaos and huge protests by angry South Koreans against Yoon. After his baffling, dark-of-night martial law edict on Dec. 3, the first in more than 40 years, throngs of lawmakers and nearly 300 heavily armed soldiers rushed to the parliament ahead of a predawn vote that reversed it after only six hours.

As lawmakers debate impeachment, deepening investigations into Yoon's decree have been accompanied by detentions of high-level officials. 

Here is what to know about one of the most politically fraught weeks in recent South Korean history:
Will Yoon be impeached?



The opposition has labeled Yoon's short-lived martial law declaration an "unconstitutional, illegal rebellion or coup." But with 192 seats in the 300-member National Assembly, it needs support from at least eight members of the president's conservative governing party to get the two-thirds majority required to pass an impeachment motion.

Yoon, in a speech Thursday that seemed designed to influence supporters in parliament, defended his martial law decree as an act of governance, not rebellion. He vowed to "fight to the end" in the face of impeachment attempts and intensifying investigations into the decree.

The main liberal opposition Democratic Party planned to submit a new impeachment motion against Yoon on Thursday that would set up a vote this weekend.

The chair of the governing party, Han Dong-hun, a critic of Yoon, called the president's statement "a confession of rebellion" during a party meeting. Han earlier urged party members to vote for Yoon's impeachment. 

If Yoon is eventually impeached, he would be suspended until the Constitutional Court decides whether to remove him from office. Prime Minister Han Duck-soo, who holds the No. 2 position in the government, would take over presidential responsibilities.
What happened over the last week?



It's been a political whirlwind in Seoul. 

Police, prosecutors and other agencies are investigating whether Yoon and others involved in the martial law decree committed rebellion, abuse of power and other crimes. Earlier in the week, the Justice Ministry banned Yoon from leaving the country, but it's still unclear if they would be able to detain or arrest the president.

On Wednesday, Yoon's presidential security service didn't allow police to search the presidential office. Yoon's former defense minister, Kim Yong Hyun, has been arrested on allegations of playing a key role in a rebellion and committing abuse of power. Kim became the first person formally arrested over the martial law decree. He tried to kill himself at a Seoul detention center on Wednesday night, but correctional officers stopped him and officials said he was in stable condition. 

The country's police chief and the head of Seoul's metropolitan police were detained as well for sending police to the National Assembly. Lawmakers voted on Thursday to impeach the national police chief and the justice minister.

Thousands of protesters have been marching in the streets of Seoul calling for Yoon's ouster. Autoworkers and other members of the Korean Metal Workers' Union, one of the country's biggest umbrella labor groups, have started hourly strikes.
What is martial law?



South Korea's constitution gives the president the power to use the military to keep order in "wartime, war-like situations or other comparable national emergency states." Martial law powers can include suspending civil rights such as freedom of the press and assembly and temporarily limiting the powers of the courts and government agencies.

The constitution also gives the National Assembly the power to lift martial law with a majority vote. Lawmakers rushed to the assembly building as soon as they heard of Yoon's declaration. Some climbed the walls to evade a military cordon so they could assemble a quorum. Their vote to lift the order was 190-0, including 18 members of Yoon's party.

The impeachment motion alleges that Yoon imposed martial law far beyond his legitimate powers and in a situation that did not meet the constitutional standard of a severe crisis. The constitution also doesn't allow a president to use the military to suspend parliament. The motion argues that suspending political party activities and deploying troops to seal the National Assembly amounted to rebellion.
Yoon has been struggling politically



Yoon has had little success in getting his policies adopted by a parliament that has been controlled by the opposition since he took over in 2022. 

Conservatives have said the opposition moves are political revenge for investigations into Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung, who is seen as the favorite in the next presidential election due in 2027.

Just this month, Yoon denied wrongdoing in an influence-peddling scandal involving him and his wife. The claims have battered his approval ratings and fueled attacks by his rivals. The scandal centers on claims that Yoon and first lady Kim Keon Hee exerted inappropriate influence on the governing party to pick a certain candidate to run for a parliamentary by-election in 2022 at the request of Myung Tae-kyun, an election broker and founder of a polling agency who conducted free opinion surveys for Yoon before he became president.

Yoon has said he did nothing inappropriate.
Martial law has a dark history in South Korea



During the dictatorships that emerged as South Korea rebuilt from the 1950-53 Korean War, leaders occasionally proclaimed martial law that allowed them to station soldiers, tanks and armored vehicles on streets or in public places to prevent anti-government demonstrations.

Army Gen. Park Chung-hee led several thousand troops into Seoul in the early hours of May 16, 1961, in the country's first coup. He led South Korea for nearly 20 years and proclaimed martial law several times to stop protests and jail critics before he was assassinated by his spy chief in 1979.

Less than two months after Park's death, Maj. Gen. Chun Doo-hwan led tanks and troops into Seoul in December 1979 in the country's second coup. The next year, he orchestrated a brutal military crackdown on a pro-democracy uprising in the southern city of Gwangju, killing at least 200 people.


In the summer of 1987, massive street protests forced Chun's government to accept direct presidential elections. His army buddy Roh Tae-woo, who had joined Chun's 1979 coup, won an election held later in 1987 largely because of divided votes among liberal opposition candidates.

___

Associated Press writers Kim Tong-hyung and Hyung-jin Kim in Seoul, South Korea, contributed to this story.
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            Syria's new administration has taken over the country's main international airport after security forces of the deposed Bashar Assad government and staff withdrew, grounding flights and stranding passengers. (AP Video shot by Ghaith Alsayed)
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            Israeli security forces work at the scene of a shooting attack on a bus near the West Bank town of Beit Jala, early Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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                                    Syria's new administration has taken over the country's main international airport after security forces of the deposed Bashar Assad government and staff withdrew, grounding flights and stranding passengers. (AP Video shot by Ghaith Alsayed)
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            Israeli security forces work at the scene of a shooting attack on a bus near the West Bank town of Beit Jala, early Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            A woman holding a rifle borrowed from a Syrian opposition fighter poses for a picture, next to a government forces tank that was left on a street, at the Umayyad Square in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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                                        The U.N. General Assembly overwhelmingly approved resolutions Wednesday demanding an immediate ceasefire in Gaza and expressing support for the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees that Israel has moved to ban. General Assembly resolutions are not legally binding, although they reflect world opinion. 
Israel has faced growing international criticism over its conduct in Gaza as it fights Hamas militants, especially when it comes to humanitarian aid for desperate people in the besieged and heavily destroyed territory.
Israeli airstrikes in northern and central Gaza killed at least 33 people overnight and into Wednesday, Palestinian medical officials said. Hospital records show one Israeli strike in northern Gaza killed 19 people in a home, including a family of eight -- four children, their parents and two grandparents.
The Israeli military said it targeted a Hamas militant in the vicinity of the hospital, part of a blistering offensive in Gaza's isolated and heavily destroyed north.

    


The war in Gaza began when Hamas-led militants stormed into Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 people, including children and older adults. Around 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, at least a third of whom are believed to be dead.




Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed more than 44,800 Palestinians in Gaza, according to local health officials. They say women and children make up more than half the dead but do not distinguish between fighters and civilians in their count. Israel says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.
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Here's the latest:

    


Israeli airstrike kills at least 13 people, including 7 children, Palestinian medical officials say
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian medical officials say an Israeli airstrike early Thursday killed at least 13 people, including seven children and a woman, in central Gaza.
The strike flattened a house in the built-up Nuseirat refugee camp, according to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the nearby city of Deir al-Balah, where the casualties were taken.
An Associated Press reporter saw the bodies at the hospital's morgue.
The war in Gaza began when Hamas-led militants attacked southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 people. Some 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, at least a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel's offensive has killed over 44,800 Palestinians in Gaza, more than half of them women and children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not say how many were combatants. The Israeli military says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.
Shooting attack on Israeli bus kills child, wounds 2 people
JERUSALEM -- Israeli hospital officials say a young boy died after being wounded in a shooting attack in the occupied West Bank that also wounded two adults.
An Israeli bus came under fire from a suspected Palestinian attacker late Wednesday, the military said, and Israeli forces are searching for the shooter.
The shooting took place just outside Jerusalem in an area near major Israeli settlements.
Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem said the boy was 12 years old, after initial reports said he was 10. A spokesperson for the hospital did not immediately respond to a request for clarification. The hospital said two other people, ages 24 and 55, were also wounded.

    


UN General Assembly demands ceasefire in Gaza and backs UN agency helping Palestinian refugees
UNITED NATIONS -- The U.N. General Assembly overwhelmingly approved resolutions Wednesday demanding an immediate ceasefire in Gaza and backing the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees that Israel has moved to ban.
The votes in the 193-nation world body were 158-9 with 13 abstentions to demand a ceasefire now and 159-9 with 11 abstentions to support the agency known as UNRWA.
The votes culminated two days of speeches overwhelmingly calling for an end to the 14-month war between Israel and the militant Hamas group. 
General Assembly resolutions are not legally binding, though they reflect world opinion. There are no vetoes in the assembly.
Israel and its close ally, the United States, were in a tiny minority speaking and voting against the resolutions.

    


Israeli forces pull out of first Lebanese border town as part of ceasefire 
BEIRUT -- Israeli forces withdrew from a strategic town in southern Lebanon and handed it back to the Lebanese army in coordination with U.N. peacekeepers, the two militaries said Wednesday, marking an important test of the recent ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah militants.
It appeared to be Israel's first pullout from a Lebanese border town captured during this fall's ground invasion, and comes as part of the initial phase of the ceasefire.
The Lebanese army said Wednesday it has deployed units to five positions around the town of Khiam coinciding with the Israeli army's withdrawal.
Israel's military confirmed this was the first town it has turned over to the Lebanese army under the truce, which -- if it endures -- would end nearly 14 months of fighting between Israel and Hezbollah.
Israel has said the truce deal gives it the right to use military force against perceived ceasefire violations. Israel has launched near-daily strikes, mostly in southern Lebanon, that have killed at least 28 people and wounded 25 others since the ceasefire took effect on Nov. 27. Still, the shaky truce appears to be holding.

    


Five people were killed Wednesday by at least three Israeli strikes in different towns in the southern municipality of Bint Jbeil, Lebanon's Health Ministry and state news agency said.
The Lebanese army warned civilians to stay out of Khiam until it can clear the area of any unexploded munitions. The strategic hilltop town, located less than 3 miles (5 kilometers) from the border with Israel, saw some of the most intense fighting during the war.
Thousands of Lebanese displaced by the war returned home two weeks ago after a ceasefire took hold, driving cars stacked with personal belongings and defying warnings from Lebanese and Israeli troops to avoid some areas.
Russia has pulled its naval forces out of Syria, US official says
WASHINGTON -- All Russian naval ships that were docked at the Syrian port of Tartus have left and it appears Moscow is now looking for a new base along the coast now that its key ally, Bashar Assad, has been ousted a ruler of Syria, a U.S. official said. 
It's not clear where the ships will go, but Russia may seek a new port on the Mediterranean Sea along the African shoreline, said the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss U.S. assessments. 
The official did not say how many vessels Russia had in Syria at the time Assad was overthrown. Moscow has dedicated the bulk of its military assets to the war in Ukraine.
Asked about Tartus on Wednesday, Sabrina Singh, a Pentagon spokeswoman, said that the U.S. is seeing some Russian forces and naval vessels leaving Syria.
"They just had one of their key political allies, ousted," said Singh. "We're seeing Russia consolidate assets."
-- By Lolita C. Baldor 
Palestinians urge UN General Assembly to vote for an immediate Gaza ceasefire
UNITED NATIONS - The Palestinians are urging United Nations member countries to vote in favor of resolutions demanding an immediate ceasefire in Gaza and supporting the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees, which Israel has moved to ban in Palestinian territories.
The Palestinian mission to the United Nations issued the urgent appeal to the 193 U.N. member nations ahead of Wednesday afternoon's votes on the resolutions in the General Assembly, whose members have has been listening to two days of speeches overwhelmingly supporting the measures.
Israel and close ally the United States have spoken against the resolutions.
The Palestinians and their supporters went to the General Assembly after the U.S. vetoed a Security Council resolution last month demanding an immediate ceasefire in the war in Gaza. It was supported by the 14 other Security Councilmember nations, but the U.S. objected because the resolution did not include a link to an immediate release of Israeli hostages held by Hamas.
The General Assembly resolution being voted on Wednesday mirrors the Security Council language: It "demands an immediate, unconditional and permanent cease-fire to be respected by all parties, and further reiterates its demand for the immediate and unconditional release of all hostages."
Unlike the Security Council, there are no vetoes in the General Assembly. But while council resolutions are legally binding, assembly resolutions are not, though they do reflect world opinion.
The second resolution being voted on supports the mandate of the U.N. agency caring for Palestinian refugees known as UNRWA which was established by the General Assembly in 1949.
It "deplores" legislation adopted by Israel's parliament, the Knesset, on Oct. 28 banning UNRWA's activities in the Palestinian territories, which takes effect in 90 days.
It calls on the Israeli government "to abide by its international obligations, respect the privileges and immunities of UNRWA and uphold its responsibility to allow and facilitate full, rapid, safe and unhindered humanitarian assistance in all its forms into and throughout the entire Gaza Strip."
Israel lifts restrictions on outdoor activities in the northern Golan Heights
JERUSALEM -- Israel has lifted restrictions on public gatherings and outdoor activities in areas near the Lebanese border in the northern Golan Heights, two weeks after a ceasefire with Hezbollah.
The army's Home Front Command said it was changing its public safety guidelines to "full activity" from "partial activity."
Israel had tightened restrictions on Nov. 25, reflecting concerns that fighting could intensify ahead of any possible cease-fire between Israel and Lebanese militants. The truce went into effect on Nov. 27.
In recent days, Israeli tanks and troops have advanced out of Israeli-held territory in the Golan Heights and pushed into a buffer zone inside Syria -- a move Israel said it took to prevent attacks on its citizens. 
Israel captured the Golan Heights from Syria in the 1967 Mideast war and annexed it in a move not recognized internationally, except by the United States.
Palestinian factions in Syria form a united delegation to meet with country's new rebel rulers
BEIRUT - Syria-based Palestinian factions have formed a unified delegation to meet with the country's new rebel-led authorities.
The factions said in a statement after their meeting Wednesday at the Palestinian Embassy that they stand by the side of the Syrian people.
The factions condemned Israel's airstrikes on Syria over the past few days that have destroyed much of the assets of the Syrian army.
The factions decided to form a joint committee to run the affairs of Palestinians in Syria as well as to be in contact with the new insurgent-led transitional government, following the ouster of President Bashar Assad.
Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians live in Syria, many of them refugees, and the factions that have been based in Damascus were close to Assad's government. Hamas was based in Syria until it left in 2012 a year after the county's civil war began.
UN chief pledges support for Syria's transition, says Assad's fall brings hope to Mideast
PRETORIA, South Africa -- The United Nations chief says the fall of Syria's authoritarian government has brought hope to the troubled Middle East, and pledged the global body's support to the country's new leaders to ensure a smooth transition.
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said Wednesday that the U.N. wants to see "an inclusive political process in which the rights of all minorities will be fully respected, and paving the way towards a united sovereign Syria, with its territorial integrity fully re-established." 
The jihadi-led Syrian rebels took control of the capital Damascus after the Syrian army withdrew from much of southern part of the country, leaving many areas, including several provincial capitals, under the control of opposition fighters. A Kurdish-led, U.S.-backed force also controls large parts of northeastern Syria.
Guterres said he fully trusts the people of Syria to be able "to choose their own destiny".
"I think it is our duty to do everything to support the different Syrian leaders in order to make sure that they come together and are able to guarantee a smooth transition, an inclusive transition in which all Syrians can feel that they belong," Guterres said. "The alternative does not make any sense." 
Guterres is in South Africa to discuss the country's role as it takes over the G20 presidency, among other issues.
Israeli airstrike kills four people in central Gaza
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- An Israeli strike in central Gaza Strip killed four people and injured 16 others Wednesday, health officials said.
Those killed and injured were taken to Awda Hospital after the strike hit a house in the urban Nuseirat refugee camp, according to the press center at the hospital.
Since Israel's war in Gaza began in October last year, at least 44,805 people have been killed and 106,257 others have been injured, according to the latest update by the Gaza Health ministry.
Top US military commander in the Mideast visits Lebanon for talks with army chief
BEIRUT -- The top U.S. military commander for the Middle East was in Lebanon on Wednesday meeting with the head of the Lebanese army.
In the wake of shocking overthrow of the government in neighboring Syria, the two military leaders discussed the security situation in Lebanon, a statement from the country's army said. 
U.S. Army Gen. Erik Kurilla, who leads U.S. Central Command, met with the head of the Lebanese army Gen. Joseph Aoun to discuss ongoing American support for the implementation of the U.S.-and French-brokered ceasefire agreement, which ended more than a year of war between Israel and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah.
Israel has said the truce deal gives it the right to use military force against perceived ceasefire violations. Israel has launched near-daily strikes, mostly in southern Lebanon, that have killed at least 28 people and wounded 25 others since the ceasefire took effect on Nov. 27. Still, the shaky truce appears to be holding.
Five people were killed Wednesday by at least three Israeli strikes in different towns in the southern municipality of Bint Jbeil, Lebanon's Health Ministry and state news agency said.
On Tuesday, Kurilla was in eastern Syria visiting U.S. military bases and meeting with members of a Kurdish-led Syrian force that is backed by the U.S. He was assessing what CENTCOM described as efforts to counter a resurgence of the Islamic State group. He also visited Baghdad for talks with Iraqi officials on regional security and counter-IS operations.
Syrian rebels work to get the capital's airport up and running again
DAMASCUS -- With the fall of Damascus, security forces of the deposed Bashar Assad government and staff withdrew from the Damascus International airport, grounding flights and stranding passengers. The airport has not been functional since.
Now, security members of the rebel alliance in control of Syria have taken control of the airport, hoping to restore security, a sense of confidence, and the legitimacy needed to restart flights out of the capital, and from one of the country's three international airports.
"Damascus international airport is the heart of the city because it is the gateway for international delegations and missions," Omar al-Shami, a security official with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, the faction that led the shock offensive that led to the fall of Assad, told The Associated Press, calling it "the passage for Syria to breathe."
Al-Shami said security was restored at the international airport nearly 12 hours after the fall of Damascus. The factions entered the capital before dawn, and security members of the rebel alliance took charge before sunset on Sunday. He said he hoped the airport would be operational in less than a week.
On Wednesday, a handful of engineers were inspecting four planes that were on the tarmac. Cleaning staff were removing broken furniture, glass windows, and trash from ransacking by looters following the fall of Damascus. The attack, reportedly by mobs and looters from the neighboring areas, left parts of the airport halls destroyed, with smashed furniture and merchandise.
"There was a lot damage in the airport's equipment and facilities in 90% of the sections," Anis Fallouh, the head of the airport, told the AP.
Fallouh said the operations to clean up the airport aim to convince international airlines to resume their flights to Damascus. "Soon in the coming days, flights will resume when we reopen air traffic to Syria and inform countries that Damascus airport is operational. We may start with domestic or test flights to ensure that everything in the airport is operational and avoid any mistakes. Then we can resume international flights."
Engineers were inspecting the four planes on the tarmac, from two Syrian airlines. Some administrative staff were visiting the airport as the new administrators of Damascus work to convince state officials to return to their posts.
"We are on the Airbus 320, the technical team. Because of the security vacuum that happened on Sunday, some ill-intentioned people tried to cause damage but thank God the plane is fine -- the body, the engines and its systems. Some things are missing and we are trying to fix that," said Bassam Radi, the engineer in charge of maintenance, said.
Germany says it's looking for ways to work with Syria's new rulers
BERLIN -- German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock on Wednesday addressed Berlin's reservations but also willingness to work the Syrian militant group in control of Damascus, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, or HTS.
"Nobody overlooks the origins of HTS in the al-Qaeda ideology. It is therefore clear that we will measure HTS by its actions," Baerbock told reporters in Berlin. "Any cooperation presupposes that ethnic and religious minorities are protected, women's rights are respected and acts of revenge are prevented."
She said that "whether we like it or not, the HTS militia ... is one of the decisive actors for the future of Syria."
"Together with our partners, we are therefore looking for an adequate way of dealing with HTS, with whom many have had no direct contact for good reasons," she added.
Ahmad al-Sharaa, the insurgent leader also known by his nom de guerre Abu Mohammed al-Golani, has renounced longtime ties to al-Qaida and depicted himself as a champion of pluralism and tolerance.
Israeli airstrike in southern Lebanon kills 1, state news agency says
BEIRUT -- An Israeli airstrike near the southern Lebanese town of Bin Jbeil killed one person and wounded another, the state news agency reported. 
National News Agency said Wednesday's airstrike hit a home. It gave no further details and there was no immediate comment from Israeli military. 
More than a dozen people have been killed in Israeli airstrikes since a ceasefire went into effect on Nov. 27, ending the 14-month Israel-Hezbollah war.
Blinken is returning to the Middle East 
WASHINGTON -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken is returning to the Middle East this week on his 12th visit since the Israel-Hamas war erupted last year but his first since the ouster of Syrian President Bashar Assad. 
Assad's departure has sparked new fears of instability in the region now wracked by three conflicts despite a ceasefire agreement in Lebanon.
Blinken will travel to Jordan and Turkey on Thursday and Friday for talks expected to focus largely on Syria but also touch on long-elusive hopes for a deal to end the fighting in Gaza that has devastated the territory since October 2023.
The State Department said Blinken would meet Jordanian officials, including King Abdullah II, in the port of Aqaba on Thursday before flying to Ankara for meetings with Turkish officials Friday. 
Other stops in the region are also possible, officials said.
Blinken "will reiterate the United States' support for an inclusive, Syrian-led transition to an accountable and representative government," department spokesman Matthew Miller said in a statement.
Insurgents set fire to Hafez Assad's tomb, a war monitor says
BEIRUT -- Insurgents have set on fire the tomb of Syria's former President Hafez Assad in his hometown in the northwest, a war monitor and a local journalist said Wednesday. 
Hafez Assad had ruled Syria for 30 years until his death in 2000, when his son, Bashar, succeeded him. Both ruled Syria with an iron fist and were blamed for crackdowns that left tens of thousands dead, mainly in the central city of Hama in 1982, and in much of the country since the civil war in 2011.
Bashar Assad was ousted over the weekend and fled to Russia where he was given political asylum. 
Rami Abdurrahman of the Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights and Syrian journalist Qusay Noor told The Associated Press that the tomb was set on fire Wednesday in the town of Qardaha in Latakia province.
UN appeals for $4 billion for humanitarian operations in Palestinian territories
JERUSALEM -- The United Nations is asking donors for over $4 billion to fund humanitarian operations in the Palestinian territories, most of it earmarked for war-ravaged Gaza.
The U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs also called for the "lifting all impediments to the entry of aid" in its appeal issued Wednesday.
U.N. agencies say aid operations in Gaza are hindered by Israeli restrictions and the breakdown of law and order. Israel says it allows enough aid to enter and blames the U.N. for not distributing it within the territory.
The appeal for 2025 includes $3.6 billion for Gaza and about $450 million for Palestinians in the Israeli-occupied West Bank.
Israel's offensive, launched after Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack, has destroyed vast areas of the besieged territory and displaced around 90% of its population of 2.3 million. Many have been displaced multiple times and are now crammed into squalid tent camps with little in the way of food or other essentials. Most of the population relies on international aid.
Paraguay's president addresses the Knesset ahead of embassy reopening in Jerusalem
JERUSALEM -- The president of Paraguay addressed the Israeli parliament Wednesday ahead of the reopening of the country's embassy in Jerusalem.
The decision to reopen the embassy in Jerusalem and recognize the city as the capital of Israel is a diplomatic win for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, and puts Paraguay in a small group of countries that have taken the move.
Israel annexed east Jerusalem in 1967 but it wasn't recognized by the international community, and most countries run their embassies out of Tel Aviv.
"Without Jerusalem, the land of Israel is a body without a soul," President Santiago Pena said in a speech to the Knesset. "So I say here today that without an embassy in Jerusalem, diplomatic relations with Israel do not have a real heart." He said he hoped the move would inspire other countries to do the same.
The embassy is set to open Thursday.
Pena's move was welcomed by Netanyahu, Israeli President Isaac Herzog, along with other Israeli leaders. 
"Tomorrow we will inaugurate together the embassy of Paraguay in our eternal capital, and that will happen not for the first time, but for the second time," Netanyahu said.
Paraguay had an embassy in Jerusalem in 2018, under Former President Horacio Cartes. That embassy was moved back to Tel Aviv by Cartes' successor, Mario Abdo Benitez, prompting Israel to close its embassy in Asuncion.
Israel reopened its embassy in September. 
Russia says it's in touch with new authorities in Syria
MOSCOW -- Russia said Wednesday it has maintained contacts with the new authorities in Syria.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said that "we are monitoring most closely what is happening in Syria."
"We, of course, maintain contacts with those who are currently controlling the situation in Syria," Peskov said in a conference call with reporters.
"This is necessary because our bases are located there, our diplomatic mission is located there and, of course, the issue related to ensuring the security of these facilities is extremely important and of primary significance."
Peskov wouldn't give details of those contacts, saying only that Russia has contacted "those who are controlling the situation on the ground."
He wouldn't give the number of Russian troops in Syria.
Asked to comment about Israel's seizure of a buffer zone on the border with Syria, Peskov called them destabilizing.
"The strikes and actions in the Golan Heights area, in the buffer zone area, are unlikely to help stabilize the situation in an already destabilized Syria," he said.
Russia has granted political asylum to ousted Syrian President Bashar Assad and his family after they fled rebels who seized Damascus over the weekend. 
Iran's supreme leader says fall of Syrian government was part of joint plan by US and Israel
TEHRAN, Iran -- Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei says the recent events in Syria, including the fall of its government, were part of a joint plan by the United States and Israel.
"There should be no doubt that what has happened in Syria is the result of a joint American and Zionist plan," Khamenei said in a speech in Tehran on Wednesday that was broadcast on state TV. "We have evidence, and this evidence leaves no room for doubt."
The Supreme leader added: "A neighboring state of Syria has played a clear role in this matter, and it continues to do so. Everyone can see this."
Khamenei also rejected speculation by analysts who have said that Iran will be weakened by the fall of Syrian President Bashar Assad's government.

"Those ignorant analysts are unaware of the meaning of resistance. They think that if resistance weakens, Islamic Iran will also weaken. But I say, with the help and power of God -- by the will of Almighty Allah -- Iran is powerful and it will become even more powerful," he said.
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            Witnesses have spotted a cluster of what appear to be drones -- larger than those typically used by hobbyists -- as well as a possible fixed-wing aircraft flying in several areas along the Raritan River in New Jersey since Nov. 18. The FBI is investigating.
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            The Pentagon is weighing in on a number of drone sightings in the skies over New Jersey. People started spotting dozens of mysterious nighttime flights last month.
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            Multiple drones are seen over Bernardsville, N.J., Dec. 5, 2024 (Brian Glenn/TMX via AP)
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                                        The large mysterious drones reported flying over parts of New Jersey in recent weeks appear to avoid detection by traditional methods such as helicopter and radio, according to a state lawmaker briefed Wednesday by the Department of Homeland Security.
In a post on the social media platform X, Assemblywoman Dawn Fantasia described the drones as up to 6 feet in diameter and sometimes traveling with their lights switched off. The Morris County Republican was among several state and local lawmakers who met with state police and Homeland Security officials to discuss the spate of sightings that range from the New York City area through New Jersey and westward into parts of Pennsylvania, including over Philadelphia. 
The devices do not appear to be being flown by hobbyists, Fantasia wrote.
Dozens of mysterious nighttime flights started last month and have raised growing concern among residents and officials. Part of the worry stems from the flying objects initially being spotted near the Picatinny Arsenal, a U.S. military research and manufacturing facility; and over President-elect Donald Trump's golf course in Bedminster. Drones are legal in New Jersey for recreational and commercial use, but they are subject to local and Federal Aviation Administration regulations and flight restrictions. Operators must be FAA certified. 

    


Most, but not all, of the drones spotted in New Jersey were larger than those typically used by hobbyists.




The number of sightings has increased in recent days, though officials say many of the objects seen may have been planes rather than drones. It's also possible that a single drone has been reported more than once.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Gov. Phil Murphy and law enforcement officials have stressed that the drones don't appear to threaten public safety. The FBI has been investigating and has asked residents to share any videos, photos or other information they may have.

    


Two Republican Jersey Shore-area congressmen, U.S. Reps. Chris Smith and Jeff Van Drew, have called on the military to shoot down the drones. 
Smith said a Coast Guard commanding officer briefed him on an incident over the weekend in which a dozen drones followed a motorized Coast Guard lifeboat "in close pursuit" near Barnegat Light and Island Beach State Park in Ocean County.
Coast Guard Lt. Luke Pinneo told The Associated Press Wednesday "that multiple low-altitude aircraft were observed in vicinity of one of our vessels near Island Beach State Park."
The aircraft weren't perceived as an immediate threat and didn't disrupt operations, Pinneo said. The Coast Guard is assisting the FBI and state agencies in investigating. 
In a letter to U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, Smith called for military help dealing with the drones, noting that Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst has the capability "to identify and take down unauthorized unmanned aerial systems."
However, Pentagon spokeswoman Sabrina Singh told reporters Wednesday that "our initial assessment here is that these are not drones or activities coming from a foreign entity or adversary."

    


Many municipal lawmakers have called for more restrictions on who is entitled to fly the unmanned devices. At least one state lawmaker proposed a temporary ban on drone flights in the state. 
"This is something we're taking deadly seriously. I don't blame people for being frustrated," Murphy said earlier this week. A spokesman for the Democratic governor said he did not attend Wednesday's meeting.
Republican Assemblyman Erik Peterson, whose district includes parts of the state where the drones have been reported, said he also attended Wednesday's meeting at a state police facility in West Trenton. The session lasted for about 90 minutes.
Peterson said DHS officials were generous with their time, but appeared dismissive of some concerns, saying not all the sightings reported have been confirmed to involve drones.
So who or what is behind the flying objects? Where are they coming from? What are they doing? "My understanding is they have no clue," Peterson said. 

    


A message seeking comment was left with the Department of Homeland Security.
Most of the drones have been spotted along coastal areas and some were recently reported flying over a large reservoir in Clinton. Sightings also have been reported in neighboring states.
James Edwards, of Succasunna, New Jersey, said he has seen a few drones flying over his neighborhood since last month.

"It raises concern mainly because there's so much that's unknown," Edwards said Wednesday. "There are lots of people spouting off about various conspiracies that they believe are in play here, but that only adds fuel to the fire unnecessarily. We need to wait and see what is really happening here, not let fear of the unknown overtake us."
----
AP reporters Mike Catalini in Morrisville, Pennsylvania; and Wayne Parry in Point Pleasant, New Jersey, contributed to this report.
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            A federal judge in Texas rejected the auction sale of Alex Jones' Infowars to The Onion satirical news outlet, criticizing the bidding for the conspiracy theory platform as flawed as well as how much money families of the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary shooting stood to receive.
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            Alex Jones speaks to the media after arriving at the federal courthouse for a hearing in front of a bankruptcy judge, June 14, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, file)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE - A copy of the satirical outlet The Onion is seen Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024, in Little Rock, Ark. (AP Photo/Jill Bleed, File)
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                                        The Onion's rejected purchase of Infowars in an auction bid supported by families of the Sandy Hook Elementary shooting dealt them a new setback Wednesday and clouded the future of Alex Jones' conspiracy theory platform, which will remain in his control for at least the near future. 
What's next for Infowars and the Sandy Hook families' long-sought efforts to hold Jones accountable over calling one of the deadliest school shootings in U.S. history a hoax was unclear, after a federal judge in Houston late Tuesday rejected The Onion's winning bid for the site. The only other bidder was a company aligned with Jones.
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Christopher Lopez in Houston said he did not want another auction but offered no roadmap over how to proceed. One possibility includes ultimately allowing Sandy Hook families -- who comprise most of Jones' creditors -- to return to state courts in Connecticut and Texas to collect on the nearly $1.5 billion in defamation and emotional distress lawsuit judgments that Jones was ordered to pay them.

    


"Our hope is that when this process ends, and it will end, and it will end sooner rather than later, is that all assets that Alex Jones has available are paid to the families, and that includes Infowars, and that as a result of that process Alex Jones is deprived of the ownership and control of the platform that he's used to hurt so many people," Christopher Mattei, an attorney for the Sandy Hook families, said Wednesday.
The families, meanwhile, were preparing to mark the 12th anniversary of the Dec. 14 shooting.

    


Why was The Onion bid rejected?
The sale of Infowars is part of Jones' personal bankruptcy case, which he filed in late 2022 after he was ordered to pay the $1.5 billion. Jones was sued for repeatedly saying on his show that the 2012 massacre of 20 first graders and six educators was staged by crisis actors to spur more gun control. 
He has since conceded that the shooting did happen.
Lopez said there was a lack of transparency in the bidding process and too much confusion about The Onion's bid, and he expressed concern that the amount of money offered was too low.
The Onion's parent company, Global Tetrahedron, submitted a $1.75 million cash offer with plans to kick Jones out and relaunch Infowars in January as a parody. The bid also included a deal with many of the Sandy Hook families for them to forgo $750,000 of their auction proceeds and give it to other creditors. 
The other bidder was First United American Companies, which runs a website in Jones' name that sells nutritional supplements and planned to let Jones stay on the Infowars platforms. It offered $3.5 million in cash and later, with Jones, alleged fraud and collusion in the bidding process. Lopez rejected those allegations.
Christopher Murray, the trustee who oversaw the auction, said he picked The Onion and its deal with the Sandy Hook families because it would have provided more money to Jones' other creditors.

    


What happens next?
Lopez directed Murray to come up with a new plan to move forward. Murray and representatives of The Onion did not immediately return messages seeking comment.
The judge said there was a possibility there could be a trial in 2025 to settle Jones' bankruptcy and that Murray could try to sell the equity in Infowars' parent company. 
The judge said he wanted to hear back from Murray and others involved in the bankruptcy within 30 days on a plan.
On the social media platform X, Jones called the judge's ruling a "Major Victory For Freedom Of The Press & Due Process."
Jeff Anapolsky, an adjunct professor at the University of Houston Law Center and the managing director and founder of Anapolsky Advisors, a financial consulting firm, said he was not surprised Lopez rejected the sale. He was not involved in the case but said he has appeared before Lopez and described him as a fair judge.
Anapolsky believes the sale of the Infowars assets will ultimately take place and be approved.
"So that's up to Mr. Murray now, the trustee, to go do something to make everybody feel like everybody had their say and understand the transparency of the process," Anapolsky said.

    


Sandy Hook families to mark shooting anniversary
The decision came during a solemn week for relatives of victims of the Sandy Hook shooting in Newtown, Connecticut. The 12th anniversary is Saturday, and some of the victims' relatives were traveling to Washington, D.C., to attend an annual vigil for victims of gun violence. The families usually mark the anniversary out of the public eye.

Many of the families have said their lawsuits against Jones bought back the unbearable pain of losing their loved ones, as well as the trauma of being harassed and threatened by believers of Jones' hoax conspiracy. Relatives said they have been confronted in public by hoax believers and received death and rape threats.
The families have not received any money from Jones since winning the trials.
___
Associated Press writer Juan A. Lozano in Houston contributed to this report.
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North Carolina announces 5-year deal with Bill Belichick to take over as coach of the Tar Heels
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            FILE - Then-New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick during the second half of an NFL football game against the New Orleans Saints, Sunday, Oct. 8, 2023, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)
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            FILE - Then-New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick talks with reporters following an NFL football game against the Buffalo Bills, Sunday, Oct. 22, 2023, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)
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            FILE - New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick twirls his whistle during an NFL football practice, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2019, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)
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                                        Bill Belichick had seemingly been waiting for the right opportunity to return to an NFL sideline. Instead, the six-time Super Bowl-winning head coach is headed to the college ranks to take over at North Carolina.
The school announced it had reached a five-year deal with Belichick on Wednesday night, roughly a week after Belichick's name surfaced as an unlikely candidate to replace the program's winningest coach in Mack Brown. The deal requires approval by UNC trustees as well as the UNC public system's governors; an introductory news conference has yet to be scheduled.
Moving on from the 73-year-old Brown to hire the 72-year-old Belichick means UNC is turning to a coach who has never worked at the college level, yet had incredible success in the NFL alongside quarterback Tom Brady throughout most of his 24-year tenure with the Patriots, which ended last season.

    


There's also at least a small family tie to the UNC program for Belichick; his late father, Steve, was an assistant coach for the Tar Heels from 1953-55.
"I am excited for the opportunity at UNC-Chapel Hill," Belichick said in a statement. "I grew up around college football with my dad and treasured those times. I have always wanted to coach in college and now I look forward to building the football program in Chapel Hill.




He's arriving on campus at a time of rapid changes in college athletics, from free player movement through the transfer portal and athletes' ability to cash in on endorsements to the looming arrival of revenue sharing. Consider the Belichick hiring a novel approach by the school to rethinking how it will approach those challenges, led by someone known for success at the highest level of the sport.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    


"We know that college athletics is changing, and those changes require new and innovative thinking," UNC athletics director Bubba Cunningham said in a statement. "Bill Belichick is a football legend, and hiring him to lead our program represents a new approach that will ensure Carolina football can evolve, compete and win -- today and in the future."

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Belichick holds 333 career regular-season and postseason wins in the NFL, trailing only Don Shula's 347 for the NFL record, while his 31 playoff wins are the most in league history.
He's the second coach to win a Super Bowl and then later become a college head coach; Bill Walsh won three Super Bowls with the San Francisco 49ers and later went 17-17-1 at Stanford from 1992-94.

    


He had been linked to NFL jobs in the time since his departure from the Patriots, notably the Atlanta Falcons in January. That's why word of Belichick's conversations with UNC -- first reported by Inside Carolina and confirmed by the AP last week -- stirred such surprise as an unexpected and unconventional candidate.
But the two sides had been in discussions for several days working on terms before finally reaching an agreement to cap what once seemed an improbable outcome.
Belichick said Monday on ESPN's "The Pat McAfee Show" that he'd had "a couple of good conversations" with UNC chancellor Lee Roberts and that he'd spent much of the past year taking a "longer look" at college football.
"If I was in a college program, the college program would be a pipeline to the NFL for the players that had the ability to play in the NFL," Belichick said Monday. "It would be a professional program: training, nutrition, scheme, coaching, techniques that would transfer to the NFL.
"It would be an NFL program at a college level. And an education that would get the players ready for their career after football, whether that was the end of their college career or at the end of their pro career."

    


Belichick began his NFL coaching career as an assistant with the Baltimore Colts in 1975 and later worked as defensive coordinator under Bill Parcells with the New York Giants, winning two Super Bowls during that stint. He also spent five seasons as head coach of the Cleveland Browns in the first half of the 1990s.
He got his second shot as a head coach in 2000 with the Patriots. And in his second year, as Brady rose to stardom, Belichick won his first Super Bowl title as a head coach.
The Belichick-Brady duo went on to win the Super Bowl for the 2003, 2004, 2014, 2016 and 2018 seasons, and Belichick was The Associated Press NFL coach of the year three times.
Now he takes over a UNC program that is facing a familiar challenge of how to build a sustained winner. The program had reached elite levels in moments rather than eras, notably with Brown building UNC into top-10 national stats (1996, 1997) to end his first tenure in Chapel Hill before taking over at Texas or the Tar Heels cracking the top 10 of the AP Top 25 poll briefly in 2015 and 2020.
The peak of Brown's second tenure came with a nine-win season and trip to the Atlantic Coast Conference championship game in 2022 behind eventual No. 3 overall NFL draft pick Drake Maye, who was coincidentally drafted by the Patriots for their first post-Belichick year.

    


The school announced Nov. 26 that Brown wouldn't return for a seventh season in his second stint in Chapel Hill, a firing that became effective after the program's all-time wins leader coached his finale in the Nov. 30 loss to rival N.C. State.
Freddie Kitchens, himself a former Browns head coach, has been working as the interim coach as the Tar Heels prepare to face UConn in the Fenway Bowl on Dec. 28.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Rights group accuses Russian mercenaries of abuses against civilians in Mali
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                    This undated photograph released in April 2022 by France's military shows Russian mercenaries boarding a helicopter in northern Mali. (French Army via AP, File)
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                                        DAKAR, Senegal (AP) -- Mali's armed forces, supported by Russian mercenaries, committed abuses against civilians since the withdrawal of a U.N. peacekeeping mission late last year, Human Rights Watch said in a report released Thursday.
Malian armed forces and the Russia-backed Wagner Group deliberately killed at least 32 civilians, including seven in a drone strike, kidnapped four others, and burned at least 100 homes in towns and villages in central and northern Mali since May, the rights group said.
Human Rights Watch also accused jihadi groups in the region of having summarily executed at least 47 civilians and displaced thousands of people since June. It said the groups burned thousands of houses and looted livestock, which is vital to the survival of the nomadic communities in the region.
"The Malian army with the Wagner Group and Islamist armed groups have been targeting civilians and their property in violation of the laws of war," Ilaria Allegrozzi, senior Sahel researcher at Human Rights Watch, said in the report.

    


Mali, along with its neighbors Burkina Faso and Niger, has for over a decade battled an insurgency fought by jihadi groups, including some allied with al-Qaida and the Islamic State group. Following military coups in all three nations in recent years, the ruling juntas have expelled French forces and turned to Russia's mercenary units for security assistance.




Wagner has been present in Mali since late 2021 following a military coup, replacing French troops and international peacekeepers to help fight the militants. At the same time, the mercenary group has been accused of helping to carry out raids and drone strikes that have killed civilians.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In December last year, the United Nations ended its decade long peacekeeping mission in Mali, known as MINUSMA following the government's request that alleged the force was inadequate to respond to the insurgency.

 "Since MINUSMA left Mali a year ago, it has been extremely difficult to get comprehensive information on abuses, and we are deeply concerned that the situation is even worse than reported," Allegrozzi said.
____
Follow AP's Africa coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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Atmospheric river brings weather whiplash to East Coast as bomb cyclone develops

    Atmospheric river brings weather whiplash to East Coast as bomb cyclone develops

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 15 | 
            The U.S. East Coast is experiencing a whiplash-inducing stretch of winter weather. That's due in part to an atmospheric river and developing bomb cyclone. (AP Video produced by Rodrique Ngowi.)
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            A man walks a dog as light rain falls during a winter storm, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Concord, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            A tractor-trailer hauling a load of oranges sits on the side of the road after sliding off the Maine Turnpike early on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in New Gloucester, Maine. (AP Photo/David Sharp)
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            People walk through the rain as a storm system and possible "bomb cyclone" hit the U.S. East Coast, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024 in Portsmouth, N.H. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)
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            Passengers disembark from a ferry in a steady downpour of rain in Boston's Seaport neighborhood on Wednesday Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Casey)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 15 | 
            A tractor-trailer hauling a load of oranges sits on the side of the road after sliding off the Maine Turnpike early on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in New Gloucester, Maine. (AP Photo/David Sharp)
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            People walk through the rain as a storm system and possible "bomb cyclone" hit the U.S. East Coast, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024 in Portsmouth, N.H. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)
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            A tractor-trailer hauling a load of oranges sits on the side of the road after sliding off the Maine Turnpike early on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in New Gloucester, Maine. (AP Photo/David Sharp)
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            A person walks through the rain as a storm system and possible "bomb cyclone" hit the U.S. East Coast, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024 in Portsmouth, N.H. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)
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            A person walks through the rain as a storm system and possible "bomb cyclone" hit the U.S. East Coast, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024 in Portsmouth, N.H. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 15 | 
            A construction worker is bundled up in winter clothes while installing weather sheathing on a building during a rain storm, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Derry, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Ducks stand on the rain water covered ice on Adams Pond during a winter storm, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Derry, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Rain water from a winter storm flows through the empty parking lot near the Panorama lift at the Gunstock Mountain Resort ski area , Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Gilford, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            A Christmas display is covered in snow in Portland, Maine, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Patrick Whittle)
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            This Dec. 11. 2024 image provided by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), shows a storm passing through the U.S. Atlantic east coast. (NOAA via AP)
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        Atmospheric river brings weather whiplash to East Coast as bomb cyclone develops

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 15

                                    
                                    The U.S. East Coast is experiencing a whiplash-inducing stretch of winter weather. That's due in part to an atmospheric river and developing bomb cyclone. (AP Video produced by Rodrique Ngowi.)
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            A man walks a dog as light rain falls during a winter storm, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Concord, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            A tractor-trailer hauling a load of oranges sits on the side of the road after sliding off the Maine Turnpike early on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in New Gloucester, Maine. (AP Photo/David Sharp)
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            People walk through the rain as a storm system and possible "bomb cyclone" hit the U.S. East Coast, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024 in Portsmouth, N.H. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)
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            Passengers disembark from a ferry in a steady downpour of rain in Boston's Seaport neighborhood on Wednesday Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Casey)
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            A tractor-trailer hauling a load of oranges sits on the side of the road after sliding off the Maine Turnpike early on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in New Gloucester, Maine. (AP Photo/David Sharp)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 15

                                    
                                    A construction worker is bundled up in winter clothes while installing weather sheathing on a building during a rain storm, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Derry, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 15 | 
            Ducks stand on the rain water covered ice on Adams Pond during a winter storm, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Derry, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Rain water from a winter storm flows through the empty parking lot near the Panorama lift at the Gunstock Mountain Resort ski area , Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Gilford, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            A Christmas display is covered in snow in Portland, Maine, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Patrick Whittle)
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            This Dec. 11. 2024 image provided by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), shows a storm passing through the U.S. Atlantic east coast. (NOAA via AP)
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                                        PORTLAND, Maine (AP) -- The U.S. East Coast began a whiplash-inducing stretch of weather Wednesday with a deluge of rain, rapid snowmelt and powerful gusts, creating dangerous conditions, due in part to an atmospheric river and developing bomb cyclone. 
Ski resort operators in the Northeast watched their snow turn to mush with a deluge of rain and unseasonably high temperatures -- followed by damaging winds -- all in the same day, part of a powerful storm system that stretched from Florida to Maine. 
Utilities braced for widespread power outages with winds projected to exceed 60 mph (97 kph) through late Wednesday. Isolated severe thunderstorms were possible southward into portions of Florida. Elsewhere, heavy lake effect snow was expected through Thursday in parts of Michigan, along the Lake Michigan shoreline, and dangerous cold enveloped parts of the Upper Midwest.

    


A key driver in the weather was an atmospheric river, which is a long band of water vapor that can transport moisture from the tropics to more northern areas, said Derek Schroeter, a forecaster with the National Weather Service. New England was bearing the brunt as the storm tapped moisture from the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of the U.S. Southeast, and transported it to places like Maine, he said.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Atmospheric river brings weather whiplash to East Coast as bomb cyclone develops
    

    
    
    In an AP interview, National Weather Service warning coordination meteorologist Donald Dumont in Maine says up to 2.5 inches of rain could fall on the region.

    





Forecasters also said the storm had the potential to include a process that meteorologists call bombogenesis, or a "bomb cyclone." That's a rapid intensification of a cyclone in a short period of time, and it has the ability to bring severe rainfall.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Is that what they're calling it?" said Jen Roberts, co-owner of Onion River Outdoors sporting goods store in Montpelier, Vermont. She lamented that a five-day stretch of snowfall that lured ski customers into the store was being washed way, underscoring the region's fickle weather. "But you know, this is New England. We know this is what happens."

    


Alex Hobbs, a Boston college student, hopes that the weather won't interfere with her plans to return home to San Francisco soon.
"I'm a little worried about getting delays with heavy wind and rain, possibly snow," she said Wednesday.
In New England, the storm began with combination of fog and freezing rain Tuesday night into early Wednesday, making travel treacherous. A tractor-trailer carrying a load of oranges went off the Maine Turnpike in New Gloucester; the road was so treacherous that the oranges couldn't be removed until a day later.
In New Hampshire, the Mount Washington Avalanche Center issued a special bulletin Wednesday for the Presidential Range of mountains, which received significant snowfall over the last two weeks. "Heavy rainfall could create dangerous and unpredictable avalanche conditions on steep snow-covered slopes," the avalanche center warned.
Atop Mount Washington, wind gusts hit 89 mph (143 kph). The location is one of the planet's windiest spots. Its highest gust recorded for 2023 was 132 mph (212 kph). From January to December of that year, it saw 145 days with gusts of 73 mph (117 kph) or higher.

    


The rain should help ease drought conditions in the region. As recently as last week, state environmental officials in Massachusetts raised drought concerns on Cape Cod, while a more critical drought declaration remained in effect in other parts of the state.
Flood watches were in effect in Vermont, where the capital city of Montpelier, hard hit in past floods, advised residents to elevate items in basements and low areas that are prone to flooding. And in Rhode Island, heavy surf and flooding closed several roads in Newport.
There were power outages scattered across the region. In Rhode Island more than 6,000 were without power at about 6 p.m., compared to 4,900 in Massachusetts and 4,300 in Maine.
In Higganum, Connecticut, 13 students and a bus driver had to wait inside their bus as utility crews and firefighters removed downed electrical wires that fell onto the bus. Once the area was deemed safe, students evacuated the bus and boarded another that took them to their parents, said Olivia Drake, public information officer for the Haddam Volunteer Fire Company. 

    


It was the fire department's third incident involving power lines on Wednesday. Earlier in the day, firefighters responded to a pole fire and a tree that was leaning on power lines and was smoldering. 
Ski resorts around the Northeast were preparing visitors for a potentially messy day on Wednesday. "We don't say the 'r-word' around here. It's a forbidden word," said Jamie Cobbett, marketing director at Waterville Valley Resort in New Hampshire. "We're getting some moist wet weather today. We'll put the mountain back together tonight, and hopefully we'll be back skiing tomorrow with no problems.
At Vermont's Sugarbush resort, skier Marcus Caston was waterlogged but shrugged it off. "The conditions are actually pretty good. The rain is making the snow nice and soft. It's super fun," he said. "We're having fun out here."

    


___

Associated Press writers Lisa Rathke in Marshfield, Vermont, Michael Casey and Steve LeBlanc in Boston, Susan Haigh in Norwich, Connecticut and Kathy McCormack in Concord, New Hampshire, contributed to this story.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/maine-storm-bomb-cyclone-atmospheric-river-81196e02e6fd13ce37bbb1f3c6ba88e8
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            Weather conditions are forecast to improve this week in Southern California, aiding firefighters in their battle against a wildfire that's forced up to 20,000 people from their homes.
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            Weather conditions were forecasted to improve this week in Southern California and aid firefighters in their battle against a wildfire that's forced up to 20,000 people from their homes. The blaze has grown to more than 2,800 acres and is 0% contained.
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            Resident sift through their fire-damage property after the Franklin Fire swept through Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A firefighter works at a home devastated by the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Burned outdoor furniture is left behind on a property after the Franklin Fire swept through, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A resident sifts through their fire-damage property after the Franklin Fire swept through, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            A road signed is burned after the Franklin Fire swept through Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Students evacuate from Pepperdine University as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 19 | 
            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 19 | 
            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 19 | 
            Students sleep on couches on the Pepperdine University campus, where a makeshift shelter was set up as the Franklin Fire closed in Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A firefighter hoses down hot spots around a fire-ravaged property after the Franklin Fire swept through Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eugene Garcia)
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            Embers fly as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Vegetation around the Phillips Theme Tower at Pepperdine University is scorched by the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Malibu residents Florence Johnson and her son Brian enjoy the beach before sunset as a plume of smoke from the Franklin Fire rises over the ocean Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Fire danger diminishes in Southern California even as crews continue to battle Malibu blaze

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 19

                                    
                                    A part-time Malibu, California resident is thankful a wildfire that's forced up to 20,000 people from their homes spared the RV park he was staying in. (AP Video: Eugene Garcia)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 19

                                    
                                    Weather conditions are forecast to improve this week in Southern California, aiding firefighters in their battle against a wildfire that's forced up to 20,000 people from their homes.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 19

                                    
                                    Weather conditions were forecasted to improve this week in Southern California and aid firefighters in their battle against a wildfire that's forced up to 20,000 people from their homes. The blaze has grown to more than 2,800 acres and is 0% contained.
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            A road signed is burned after the Franklin Fire swept through Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Firefighters work at a home devastated by the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Students evacuate from Pepperdine University as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Students sleep on couches on the Pepperdine University campus, where a makeshift shelter was set up as the Franklin Fire closed in Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A firefighter hoses down hot spots around a fire-ravaged property after the Franklin Fire swept through Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Eugene Garcia)
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            Embers fly as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 19

                                    
                                    Embers fly as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 19 | 
            Vegetation around the Phillips Theme Tower at Pepperdine University is scorched by the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Malibu residents Florence Johnson and her son Brian enjoy the beach before sunset as a plume of smoke from the Franklin Fire rises over the ocean Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Malibu, Calif. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                        MALIBU, Calif. (AP) -- As weather improved in Southern California, firefighters found some success Wednesday battling a wind-driven blaze burning in steep, nearly inaccessible areas that forced thousands, including celebrities, from their homes in Malibu, fire officials said.
With much of the coastal city under evacuation orders and warnings, residents waited anxiously to see whether their properties had been spared by the fire, which erupted late Monday and grew to more than 6 square miles (16 square kilometers). The blaze, dubbed the Franklin Fire, was just 7% contained.
About 20,000 residents remained under evacuation orders and warnings Wednesday evening, said Capt. Jennifer Seetoo of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department
Firefighters had "a lot of success" battling the blaze Wednesday thanks to the improving weather, but it continued to burn in an area of very steep terrain that is difficult to access, CalFire Assistant Chief Dusty Martin said.

    


The National Weather Service said the week's strongest Santa Ana winds, with gusts that reached 40 mph (64 kph), have passed. Forecasters said that all red flag warnings, which indicate conditions for high fire danger and Santa Ana winds, were discontinued. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Malibu wildfire grows, thousands remain evacuated, but firefighters get break from improving weather
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports a Malibu wildfire prompts evacuation orders and warnings for 20,000, including Dick Van Dyke and Cher.

    





Santa Anas are notorious seasonal winds that blow dry air from the interior toward the coast, pushing back moist ocean breezes.
Much of the devastation occurred in Malibu, a community of about 10,000 people on the western edge of Los Angeles known for its stunning bluffs and Zuma Beach, which features in many Hollywood films. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Flames burned near horse farms, celebrities' seaside mansions, and Pepperdine University, where students were forced to shelter in place on campus for a second night Tuesday. 
Faculty members are determining how best to complete the semester, which ends at Pepperdine this week. Final exams were postponed or canceled, depending on the class, university spokesperson Michael Friel said. An early analysis showed little to no damage to structures on campus, the university said.

    


It's unclear how the blaze started. Officials said nine structures had been destroyed and at least six others had been damaged, though crews had only surveyed about 25% of the affected area, said Deputy Chief Albert Yanagisawa of the Los Angeles County Fire Department.
Lonnie Vidaurri's four-bedroom home in the Malibu Knolls neighborhood is one of those destroyed. After evacuating to a hotel in Santa Monica with his wife and two young daughters, a neighbor called to tell Vidaurri that firefighters would need to break into his house.
"It's pretty torched all around," said Vidaurri, 53. He expects that the family's pet bunnies did not survive the fire, and that they lost most of their things. "My girls cried, obviously, but it could have been worse."
Mimi Teller, a Red Cross spokesperson who worked in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood, said many people arrived in their pajamas and were "definitely in shock." 
"Nobody even had a backpack, it was, 'Get out now,'" Teller said. "One lady didn't even have a leash for her dog, she just scooped them up."

    


Shawn Smith said he was asleep early Tuesday when someone knocked on his RV at 3 a.m. to wake him up to evacuate the Malibu RV Park.
"You could see the fires rolling in, in over the canyon. It was like 'Holy crap, this is real,'" he said.
He returned Wednesday to find that the RV park had been saved -- firefighters stopped the flames just before they entered the area. 
"We got lucky," he said.
Van Dyke, one of many celebrities with homes in Malibu, said in a Facebook post that he and his wife, Arlene Silver, evacuated as the fire swept in. Although the couple and most of their animals evacuated safely, one of their cats, Bobo, escaped as they were leaving. "We're praying he'll be OK and that our community in Serra Retreat will survive these terrible fires," he wrote.
Cher evacuated from her Malibu home when ordered and is staying at a hotel, her publicist, Liz Rosenberg, said Tuesday.
The fire erupted shortly before 11 p.m. Monday and swiftly moved south, jumping over the famous Pacific Coast Highway and extending all the way to the ocean. 

    


Alec Gellis, 31, stayed behind Monday night to save his home in Malibu's Serra Retreat neighborhood from the flames. He used pumps in the home's swimming pool to help spray water over the house and surrounding vegetation, turning the lush area "into a rainforest."
Gellis said there were flames within 5 feet (1.5 meters) of the home on all sides. "The whole canyon was completely lit up."
Utilities preemptively shut off power to tens of thousands of homes and businesses, starting Monday night, to mitigate the impacts of the Santa Ana winds, whose strong gusts can damage electrical equipment and spark wildfires. 
As of Wednesday afternoon, electricity was still out for roughly 600 Southern California Edison customers, and the majority of those were in Los Angeles County, said utility spokesperson Gabriela Ornelas. 

    


"We have been making significant progress," she said.
But outages in Malibu were not included in that figure, Ornelas said. Some 3,300 customers in the Malibu area remained without power, due to safety shutoffs and for firefighter safety. Power was first shut off to most customers in Malibu on Monday evening.
The Woolsey Fire that roared through the area in 2018, killing three people and destroying 1,600 homes, was sparked by Edison equipment. Asked Wednesday if Edison equipment was involved in the Franklin Fire, Ornelas referred all questions regarding the cause to fire officials. 
___
This story has been corrected to show that Shawn Smith lives in an RV, not a mobile home.
___

Weber reported from Los Angeles and Aoun reported from San Diego. Associated Press journalists Stefanie Dazio in Los Angeles; Amy Taxin in Orange County, California; Sarah Brumfield in Washington; and Eric Thayer, Damian Dovarganes and Jaimie Ding in Malibu, California, contributed to this report.
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Trump taps immigration hard-liner Kari Lake as head of Voice of America
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                    Kari Lake, Republican candidate for Senate in Arizona, speaks to supporters at a campaign event, Sept. 4, 2024, in Mesa, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump said Wednesday that he's picking Kari Lake as director of Voice of America, installing a staunch loyalist who ran unsuccessfully for Arizona governor and a Senate seat to head the congressionally funded broadcaster that provides independent news reporting around the world.
Lake, an immigration hard-liner, was a television news anchor in Phoenix for nearly three decades until she left in 2021 after making a series of controversial statements on social media, including sharing COVID-19 misinformation during the pandemic. 
Telegenic, engaging and adept at communicating, Lake launched her political career a short time later, quickly building a loyal following and national profile as she sparred with journalists and echoed Trump in her sharp criticism of what she called the "fake news."
In a statement, Trump said Lake would be ultimately be appointed by and work closely with the head of the U.S. Agency for Global Media for his incoming administration, "who I will announce soon." 

    


He said Lake will "ensure that the American values of Freedom and Liberty are broadcast around the World FAIRLY and ACCURATELY, unlike the lies spread by the Fake News Media."




The president-elect has in the past been a fierce critic of Voice of America, including saying in 2020 that "things they say are disgusting toward our country." 
The broadcaster drew additional criticism during Trump's first term for its coverage of the early days of the coronavirus pandemic, with a White House publication, the "1600 Daily" email summary of news and events, accusing it of using taxpayer money "to speak for authoritarian regimes." That was after VOA covered the lifting of lockdowns in the Chinese city of Wuhan, where the virus first emerged. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
VOA was founded during World War II, and its congressional charter requires it to present independent news and information to international audiences. It responded to Trump's criticism by defending its coverage. 

    


Upon taking office in January 2021, President Joe Biden's administration swiftly removed a number of senior officials aligned with Trump from VOA and positions affiliated with it. 
Lake endeared herself to Trump through her dogmatic commitment to the falsehood that both she and Trump were the victims of election fraud. She has never acknowledged losing the gubernatorial race and called herself the "lawful governor" in her 2023 book, "Unafraid: Just Getting Started." 
Lake continued her unsuccessful fight in court to overturn it even after beginning her run for Senate -- which she lost by an even higher margin last month, after trying to moderate her tone during her tone but struggling to keep a consistent message on thorny topics, including election fraud and abortion.
Trump nonetheless considered her for his vice presidential running mate before deciding on JD Vance.
Also Wednesday, Trump announced Leandro Rizzuto as his choice to be the U.S. ambassador to the Washington-based Organization of American States, and said he wanted Florida personal injury attorney Dan Newlin to be his administration's ambassador to Colombia. 

He also picked Peter Lamelas, a physician and the founder of one of Florida's largest urgent care companies, to be the U.S. ambassador to Argentina. Lamelas is also a large donor to the past campaigns of Trump and other top Republicans.
___
Cooper reported from Phoenix.
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Hannah Kobayashi, missing Hawaii woman whose disappearance prompted a massive search, is found safe
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                    Ryan Kobayashi, center, holds a picture of his missing daughter Hannah Kobayashi outside Crypto.com Arena, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Hannah Kobayashi, the missing Hawaii woman whose disappearance prompted a massive search and a missing persons investigation in Los Angeles, has been found safe, police said Wednesday.
Kobayashi vanished last month in Los Angeles. She missed her connecting flight and planned to explore the city the next day, but subsequent text messages to her family -- and an inability to then reach her -- alarmed them so much that they later reported her missing.
Other details about her disappearance, as well as where and how she was found, were not immediately available Wednesday, but police previously said she was "voluntarily missing" and had gone on her own will across the border into Mexico.
"We are happy to learn that Hannah has been found safe," the Los Angeles Police Department said in a statement. "Now that we have this new information, this has become a private matter and we will wrap up our investigation."

    


Kobayashi's mother and sister, in a statement through their lawyer, were the first to announce Wednesday that she had been found safe.
"We are incredibly relieved and grateful that Hannah has been found safe," Brandi Yee and Sydni Kobayashi wrote. "This past month has been an unimaginable ordeal for our family, and we kindly ask for privacy as we take the time to heal and process everything we have been through. We want to express our heartfelt thanks to everyone who supported us during this difficult time. Your kindness and concern have meant the world to us."




Kobayashi, a budding photographer from Maui, was heading to New York City on Nov. 8 for a new job and to visit relatives when she missed a connecting flight during a stop at Los Angeles International Airport. She told her family she was sleeping at the airport that night and texted them the next day to say she was sightseeing in Los Angeles.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Her family reported her missing to law enforcement on Nov. 11 after relatives received "strange and cryptic, just alarming" text messages, according to her aunt Larie Pidgeon.

    


"Once the family started pressing, she went dark," Pidgeon told The Associated Press late last month. After the texts on Nov. 11, her phone "just went dead," Pidgeon said.
Family members, friends and local volunteers searched for Hannah in Los Angeles. Hannah's father, Ryan Kobayashi, was among those who flew in from Hawaii to help in the search. He was found dead Nov. 24 in a parking lot near LA International Airport, according to the county medical examiner. Kobayashi's family confirmed Ryan Kobayashi's death in a statement the same day, saying they "endured a devastating tragedy" and that he died by suicide.

Police said Hannah Kobayashi walked into Mexico at the San Ysidro border crossing about 125 miles (201 kilometers) southeast of Los Angeles on Nov. 12, the day after her family reported her missing. Authorities made the announcement after reviewing security video from U.S. Customs and Border Protection.
Kobayashi disappeared voluntarily as she sought to "step away from modern connectivity," Jim McDonnell, the LA police chief, previously said.
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FIFA confirms Saudi Arabia as 2034 World Cup host despite human rights concerns
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            Saudi Arabia was officially confirmed Wednesday by FIFA as host of the 2034 World Cup in men's soccer, giving the oil-rich kingdom its biggest prize yet for massive spending on global sports, driven by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.
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            Saudi Arabia confirmed as host of the 2034 men's soccer World Cup
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            3 of 12 | 
            Saudi Arabia Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, left, and FIFA President Gianni Infantino, stand for the anthem prior to opening soccer match of the 2018 World Cup between Russia and Saudi Arabia at the Luzhniki stadium in Moscow, Russia, on June 14, 2018. (Alexei Nikolsky/Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 12 | 
            Saudi Arabia fans cheer as they hold pictures of King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia before their 2014 FIFA World Cup Asia qualifying soccer match against Australia at the Prince Muhammad bin Fahd Stadium in the eastern port city of Dammam, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, Sept. 6, 2011. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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            The trophy is displayed on the pitch ahead of the World Cup final soccer match between Argentina and France at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, Qatar, Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner, File)
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            A sign of the soccer association FIFA is seen at the headquarters in Zurich, Switzerland, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Michael Buholzer/Keystone via AP)
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            7 of 12 | 
            FIFA President Gianni Infantino, left, applauds during the medals ceremony after the Soccer Club World Cup final match between Manchester City FC and Fluminense FC at King Abdullah Sports City Stadium in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, Friday, Dec. 22, 2023. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)
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            8 of 12 | 
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            Morroco fans light flares during a men's semifinal soccer match between Morocco and Spain at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, at Marseille Stadium in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)
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            Women walk in front of a fan zone during the Soccer Club World Cup at the Jeddah Corniche in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, Dec 13, 2023. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)
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            A soccer pitch with flags of the member states in the background is seen at the headquarters of the soccer association FIFA in Zurich, Switzerland, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Til Buergy/Keystone via AP)
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            Saudi Arabia Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, left, and FIFA President Gianni Infantino, stand for the anthem prior to opening soccer match of the 2018 World Cup between Russia and Saudi Arabia at the Luzhniki stadium in Moscow, Russia, on June 14, 2018. (Alexei Nikolsky/Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            Saudi Arabia fans cheer as they hold pictures of King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia before their 2014 FIFA World Cup Asia qualifying soccer match against Australia at the Prince Muhammad bin Fahd Stadium in the eastern port city of Dammam, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, Sept. 6, 2011. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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            The trophy is displayed on the pitch ahead of the World Cup final soccer match between Argentina and France at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, Qatar, Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner, File)
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            A sign of the soccer association FIFA is seen at the headquarters in Zurich, Switzerland, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Michael Buholzer/Keystone via AP)
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            FIFA President Gianni Infantino, left, applauds during the medals ceremony after the Soccer Club World Cup final match between Manchester City FC and Fluminense FC at King Abdullah Sports City Stadium in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, Friday, Dec. 22, 2023. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)
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            Spain's Alvaro Morata holds the trophy as he celebrates with his teammates after winning the final match between Spain and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Berlin, Germany, Sunday, July 14, 2024. Spain won 2-1. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)
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            Morroco fans light flares during a men's semifinal soccer match between Morocco and Spain at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, at Marseille Stadium in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)
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            Saudi Arabia's Salem Al-Dawsari is congratulated after scoring his side's second goal during a World Cup Group C soccer match between Argentina and Saudi Arabia at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, Qatar, Tuesday, Nov. 22, 2022. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 12

                                    
                                    Saudi Arabia's Salem Al-Dawsari is congratulated after scoring his side's second goal during a World Cup Group C soccer match between Argentina and Saudi Arabia at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, Qatar, Tuesday, Nov. 22, 2022. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 12 | 
            Women walk in front of a fan zone during the Soccer Club World Cup at the Jeddah Corniche in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, Dec 13, 2023. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)
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            A soccer pitch with flags of the member states in the background is seen at the headquarters of the soccer association FIFA in Zurich, Switzerland, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Til Buergy/Keystone via AP)
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                                        ZURICH (AP) -- Saudi Arabia was officially confirmed Wednesday by FIFA as host of the 2034 World Cup in men's soccer, giving the oil-rich kingdom its biggest prize yet for massive spending on global sports driven by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.
The Saudi bid was the only candidate and was acclaimed by the applause of more than 200 FIFA member federations. They took part remotely in an online meeting hosted in Zurich by the soccer body's president Gianni Infantino.
"The vote of the congress is loud and clear," said Infantino, who had asked officials on a bank of screens to clap their hands at head level to show their support.
The decision was combined with approving the only candidate to host the 2030 World Cup. Spain, Portugal and Morocco will co-host in a six-nation project, with Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay each getting one of the 104 games.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: FIFA names Saudi Arabia as 2034 World Cup host; Spain, Portugal and Morocco to co-host 2030 edition
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on the FIFA World Cup host for 2034.

    


    


The South American connection will mark the centenary of Uruguay hosting the first World Cup in 1930.
The decisions complete a mostly opaque 15-month bid process which Infantino helped steer toward Saudi Arabia without a rival candidate, without taking questions, and which human rights groups warn will put the lives of migrant workers at risk.




"We look forward to hosting an exceptional and unprecedented edition of the FIFA World Cup by harnessing our strengths and capabilities to bring joy to football fans around the world," Prince Mohammed said in a statement. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FIFA and Saudi officials have said hosting the 2034 tournament can accelerate change, including more freedoms and rights for women, with Infantino on Wednesday calling the World Cup a "unique catalyst for positive social change and unity." 
"I fully trust our hosts to address all open points in this process, and deliver a World Cup that meets the world's expectations," the FIFA president said.
An international collective of rights groups said FIFA made a "reckless decision" to approve Saudi Arabia without getting public assurances, and the Football Supporters Europe group said it was "the day football truly lost its mind."

    


A fast-track path to victory was cleared last year by FIFA accepting the three-continent hosting plan for the 2030 World Cup. It meant only soccer federations in Asia and Oceania were eligible for the 2034 contest, and FIFA gave countries less than four weeks to declare a bid. Only Saudi Arabia did. 
The win will kick off a decade of scrutiny on Saudi labor laws and treatment of workers mostly from South Asia needed to help build and upgrade 15 stadiums, plus hotels and transport networks ahead of the 104-game tournament.
Amnesty International said awarding the tournament to Saudi Arabia represents "a moment of great danger" for human rights.
"FIFA's reckless decision to award the 2034 World Cup to Saudi Arabia without ensuring adequate human rights protections are in place will put many lives at risk," said Steve Cockburn, Amnesty International's Head of Labor Rights and Sport."
One of the stadiums is planned to be 350 meters (yards) above the ground in Neom -- a futuristic city that does not yet exist -- and another named for the crown prince is designed to be atop a 200-meter cliff near Riyadh. 

    


During the bid campaign, FIFA has accepted limited scrutiny of Saudi Arabia's human rights record that was widely criticized this year at the United Nations.
Saudi and international rights groups and activists warned FIFA it has not learned the lessons of Qatar's much-criticized preparations to host the 2022 World Cup.
"At every stage of this bidding process, FIFA has shown its commitment to human rights to be a sham," Cockburn said.
The kingdom plans to spend tens of billion of dollars on projects related to the World Cup as part of the crown prince's sweeping Vision 2030 project that aims to modernize Saudi society and economy. At its core is spending on sports by the $900 billion sovereign wealth operation, the Public Investment Fund, which he oversees. 
"It's amazing. The infrastructure, the stadiums, the conditions for the fans and everything. After what I see, I'm more convinced that 2034 will be the best World Cup ever," Cristiano Ronaldo said in a recorded package posted on X. 

    


The five-time Ballon d'Or winner has been part of Saudi Arabia's lavish spending on soccer -- stunning the sport when agreeing to sign for Al Nassr in 2022 for a record-breaking salary reportedly worth up to $200 million a year. 
Critics have accused Saudi Arabia of "sportswashing" the kingdom's reputation.
The prince, known as MBS, has built close working ties to Infantino since 2017 -- aligning with the organizer of sport's most-watched event rather than directly confronting the established system as it did with the disruptive LIV Golf project.
The result for Saudi Arabia and FIFA has been smooth progress toward the win Wednesday with limited pushback from soccer officials, though some from women international players.

    


The steady flow of Saudi cash into international soccer is set to increase.
FIFA created a new and higher World Cup sponsor category for state oil firm Aramco, and Saudi funding is set to underwrite the 2025 Club World Cup in the United States that is a pet project for Infantino.
North American soccer body CONCACAF signed a multi-year deal with PIF, Saudi stadiums host Super Cup games for Italy and Spain, and nearly 50 FIFA member federations have signed working agreements with Saudi counterparts.
Lavish spending by PIF-owned Saudi clubs in the past two years buying and paying players - including Cristiano Ronaldo, Neymar, Karim Benzema and Sadio Mane - put hundreds of millions of dollars into European soccer.
That influence could be key in talks to agree which months to play the 2034 World Cup. The November-December slot taken by Qatar in 2022 to avoid extreme midsummer heat is complicated in 2034 by the holy month of Ramadan through mid-December and Riyadh hosting the multi-sport Asian Games.

Still, January 2034 could be an option -- and likely better for European clubs and leagues --after the International Olympic Committee said it saw few issues in clashing with the Salt Lake Winter Games opening Feb. 10, 2034. The IOC also has a major commercial deal with Saudi Arabia, to host the new Esports Olympics.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/fifa-world-cup-2030-2034-saudi-arabia-spain-portugal-945f8d7bf332553de0726901d096b956



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Saudi Arabia will host the 2034 World Cup. But when exactly?

    Saudi Arabia will host the 2034 World Cup. But when exactly?

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            Saudi Arabia was officially confirmed Wednesday by FIFA as host of the 2034 World Cup in men's soccer, giving the oil-rich kingdom its biggest prize yet for massive spending on global sports, driven by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
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            A map at the Saudi Arabia World Cup bid exhibition in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday Dec. 11, 2024, showing the proposed host cities and venues for the 2034 World Cup. (AP Photo/Baraa Anwer)
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            Saudi women supporters celebrate after Saudi Arabia won the World Cup group C soccer match between Argentina and Saudi Arabia at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, Qatar, on Nov. 22, 2022. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)
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                                        ZURICH (AP) -- Saudi Arabia scored a major win in its campaign to attract major sports events to the kingdom when it was formally appointed as the 2034 World Cup host on Wednesday.
Still, many questions remain about the tournament as well as the 2030 World Cup, which will be co-hosted by Spain, Portugal and Morocco, with three games in South America.
Here are some of the key issues that need to be answered over the next decade: 
Where will games be played?
Saudi Arabia proposes 15 stadiums -- eight still on paper -- in five cities: Eight in the capital Riyadh, four in the Red Sea port city Jeddah, and one each in Abha, Al Khobar and Neom, the planned futuristic mega-project. Each would have at least 40,000 seats for World Cup games.
The opening game and final are set for a 92,000-seat venue planned in Riyadh. Some designs are vivid. In Neom, the stadium is planned 350 meters (yards) above street level and one near Riyadh is designed to be atop a 200-meter cliff with a retractable wall of LED screens.
Saudi Arabia aims to host all 104 games, though there has been speculation that some games could be played in neighboring or nearby countries.




When will the World Cup be played?
Surely not in the traditional World Cup period of June-July, when temperatures in Saudi Arabia routinely exceed 40 Celsius (104 degrees).
FIFA moved the Qatar-hosted World Cup to November-December 2022, though those dates were not loved by most European clubs and leagues whose seasons were interrupted. Also, that slot is complicated in 2034 by the holy month of Ramadan through mid-December and Riyadh hosting the multi-sport Asian Games.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
January 2034 could be a possibility even though that would be just before the Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City. The International Olympic Committee has signaled it won't be opposed to back-to-back major events.
In an interview with The Associated Press on Wednesday, Saudi World Cup bid official Hammad Albalawi said the precise dates of the tournament are up the world soccer body.
"That's a decision by FIFA. We stand ready to be part of this conversation. But ultimately it's a FIFA decision together with the confederations," Albalawi said.

    


Will stadiums be segregated for men and women?
Giving more rights and freedoms to women in a traditionally conservative society is fundamental to Saudi messaging around the modernization program known as Vision 2030.
The kingdom decided in 2017 to let women attend sports events, initially in major cities and in family zones separate from men-only sections.
By 2034, at the promised pace of social reforms, female fans should not be restricted.
Saudi Arabia launched a women's professional soccer league in 2022 with players joining from clubs in Europe. They face no restrictions playing in shorts and with hair uncovered.

    


Will alcohol be allowed at the venues or hotels?
The Saudi prohibition of alcohol is clear and understood before FIFA signs any sponsor deals for 2034. But will there be any exceptions?
The alcohol issue was problematic for the World Cup in Qatar because the expectation was created that beer sales would be allowed at stadiums even before Qatar won its bid in 2010. One year later, FIFA extended a long-time deal to have Budweiser as the official World Cup beer through 2022.
Qatar then backtracked on that promise three days before the first game, causing confusion and the sense of a promise broken.
In Qatar, alcohol was served only at luxury suites at the stadiums. Visitors could also have a drink in some hotel bars.
But Saudi Arabia has even stricter rules on alcohol -- and there is no indication that will change.
Albalawi noted that Saudi Arabia has successfully hosted dozens of sports events where alcohol wasn't served. 
"We're creating a safe and secure family environment for fans to bring their families into our stadiums," he said.
How will workers rights be protected?
Saudi promises to reform and enforce labor laws, and fully respect migrant workers, have been accepted by FIFA but face broad skepticism from rights groups and trade unions. A formal complaint is being investigated by the U.N.-backed International Labor Organization. 
Protecting the migrant workers needed to build stadiums and other tournament projects -- a decade after it was a defining issue for Qatar -- looms as a signature challenge for Saudi Arabia.

    


Would Israel be allowed to play if it qualified for the 2034 World Cup?
Saudi-Israeli relations had been improving when FIFA all but gave the 2034 World Cup to the kingdom on Oct. 4 last year. Three days later Hamas attacked Israel and diplomacy got more complicated.
Any soccer federation bidding to host a FIFA tournament accepts a basic principle that whichever team qualifies is welcome.
That did not stop Indonesia putting up barriers last year to Israel coming for the men's Under-20 World Cup. Indonesia does not have formal diplomatic relations with Israel which had qualified through a European tournament nine months before the issue flared.
FIFA moved the entire tournament to Argentina and the Israeli team reached the semifinals.
Israel played at the 1970 World Cup but has never advanced through qualifying in Europe, where it has been a member of UEFA for 30 years. Europe should have 16 places in the 48-team World Cup in Saudi Arabia.

    


Where will the final of the 2030 World Cup be played?
Most of the attention at the FIFA Congress on Wednesday was on the Saudi decision, but the soccer body and its members also formally approved the hosts of the 2030 World Cup -- the most spread out and longest ever.
One game each in Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay, the original host in 1930, will be played from June 8-9. The tournament resumes four days later for the other 101 games shared between Spain, Portugal and Morocco.
Six countries, three continents, multiple languages and currencies. Fans traveling on planes, trains, automobiles and boats across about 14 kilometers (10 miles) of water between Spain and Morocco.
The final is due on July 21, 2030 and a decision on where it will be played could cause some tension between the host countries. 

Morocco wants it in the world's biggest soccer venue -- the planned 115,000-seat King Hassan II Stadium in Casablanca. Spain, meanwhile, has proposed to host the final in either of the remodeled home stadiums of club giants Real Madrid or Barcelona.
___
Associated Press writer Baraa Anwer in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, contributed to this report.
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            Ryan Borgwardt, who had been living in the country of Georgia, appeared in a Wisconsin court a day after flying home. His faces a misdemeanor obstruction charge.
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            A Wisconsin man who faked his own drowning and was believed to have been in Eastern Europe has willingly returned to the U.S. and is in custody.
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            Ryan Borgwardt appears in a Green Lake County courtroom Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Green Lake. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Ryan Borgwardt appears in a Green Lake County courtroom Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Green Lake. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Green Lake County Sheriff Mark Podoll address reporters during a news conference Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Green Lake, Wis., announcing that Ryan Borgwardt has been taken into custody. (AP Photo/Todd Richmond)
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            Ryan Borgwardt appears in a Green Lake County courtroom Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Green Lake. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            This photo released by the Green Lake County Sheriff's Office shows Ryan Borgwardt's booking photo in Green Lake, Wis., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (Green Lake County Sheriff Office via AP)
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            This still image provided by Green Lake County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Mark Podoll holds a news conference regarding Ryan Borgwardt, who faked his own drowning this summer on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024 in Green Lake, Wis. (Green Lake County Sheriff's Office via AP)
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            Ryan Borgwardt appears in a Green Lake County courtroom Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Green Lake. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                        GREEN LAKE, Wis. (AP) -- A Wisconsin man who faked his own drowning and left his wife and three children for Eastern Europe willingly returned to the U.S. after four months and was charged Wednesday with obstructing an intense lake search for his body. 
The criminal complaint charging Ryan Borgwardt with misdemeanor obstruction offers a detailed account of how the 45-year-old pulled off his disappearance, including how he struggled to emerge from the water, almost didn't make it through customs on his way overseas and was living in the country of Georgia when he realized he had left too many clues behind.
Police said Borgwardt turned himself in to authorities at the Green Lake County sheriff's office in Wisconsin on Tuesday. A judge entered a not-guilty plea on his behalf during a brief court hearing on Wednesday afternoon. He was released on $500 bail, although he would only have to pay that amount if he misses a future court date.

    


Borgwardt told Judge Mark Slate that he would represent himself going forward since he has only $20 in his wallet. The judge advised he could get a court-appointed lawyer but didn't name one for him.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Wisconsin kayaker who faked his death and fled the country is charged after returning to US
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Ed Donahue reports on the search for a missing kayaker.

    





It's unclear what Borgwardt plans to do now. His parents were in court, but he was led out by bailiffs after the proceeding ended without speaking to them. Bailiffs escorted the couple out through a rear door to avoid waiting reporters.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Borgwardt was reported missing on Aug. 12. According to a criminal complaint, Borgwardt told investigators that he had been researching how to disappear, studying lake deaths and how deep a body has to sink so it won't resurface.
He attended church with his family on the morning of Aug. 11 and then put his plan into motion that night, driving 50 miles (80 kilometers) from his home in Watertown to Green Lake. Sheriff Mark Podoll said Borgwardt told investigators he picked Green Lake because it's the deepest lake in Wisconsin.

    


He paddled his kayak to the middle of the lake, inflated a raft he brought with him, overturned the kayak and paddled back to shore in the raft, dumping his cell phone and a tackle box with other identification in the lake on the way, according to the complaint.
Borgwardt said "he had to make this believable so that everyone, including law enforcement, would think he drowned in the lake," the complaint said.
He told investigators he struggled to get out of the lake, sinking into waist-deep muck. Worried that police would find his muddy footprints, he tried to wash them off the road before retrieving an electric bike he had stashed nearby. He traveled 70 miles (112 kilometers) through the night to Madison, where he caught a bus to the Toronto airport.
He said he barely got through Canadian customs because he didn't have his driver's license, which he had thrown in the lake. He eventually boarded a flight to Paris and then to an unspecified country in Asia.
After landing in that country, a woman picked him up. They spent a couple days in a hotel, and he later took up residency in the country of Georgia, according to the complaint and a probable cause statement.

    


Investigators contacted Borgwardt through information they found on a laptop he left behind, including a photo of the woman he traveled to meet. He told investigators he had to leave the laptop behind to make his death believable but left too much information on it, according to the complaint.
Podoll said in November that investigators found passport photos, inquiries about moving funds to foreign banks and communication with a woman from Uzbekistan. They also discovered that Borgwardt took out a $375,000 life insurance policy in January. Podoll has said the policy was for his family. 
The sheriff's office has said the search for Borgwardt's body lasted more than a month and cost at least $35,000. Borgwardt told investigators he often checked the news for updates on his disappearance and thought the search would last only a few weeks, according to the complaint. 
Borgwardt told investigators that he knew police would find him but he wanted to delay their efforts for as long as he could, according to the complaint.

    


Podoll announced in November that investigators had made contact with Borgwardt and were "pulling at his heartstrings" to come home. 
The sheriff told reporters during a news conference Wednesday morning that Borgwardt returned to the U.S. willingly and turned himself at the sheriff's office in the Green Lake County Government Center on Tuesday afternoon. He declined to detail Borgwardt's return trip, saying only that "he got on an airplane." He also declined to elaborate on what drove Borgwardt to return.
"That's going to be up to him someday," the sheriff said. "We're not going to release that. ... We brought a dad back on his own."
___

This story has been updated to correct the name of the center where Ryan Borgwardt turned himself in. It is the Green Lake County Government Center, not the Green Lake County Justice Center.
___
Associated Press writer Ed White in Detroit contributed to this report.
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            The Trump and Biden national security teams have come to an understanding that they have no choice but to work together as conflicts in Gaza, Syria and Ukraine have left a significant swath of the world on a knife's edge.
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            White House national security advisor Jake Sullivan speaks during the daily briefing at the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            FILE - Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla., speaks outside the hush money criminal case of former president Donald Trump in New York, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            President Joe Biden speaks about the sudden collapse of the Syrian government under Bashar Assad from the Roosevelt Room at the White House in Washington, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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            President-elect Donald Trump shakes hands with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Notre Dame Cathedral as France's iconic cathedral is formally reopening its doors for the first time since a devastating fire nearly destroyed the 861-year-old landmark in 2019, Saturday Dec.7, 2024 in Paris ( Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)
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            A giant picture of Syrian President Bashar Assad lies on the ground as a Syrian opposition fighter stands nearby, inside the Presidential Palace in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            FILE - Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla., speaks outside the hush money criminal case of former president Donald Trump in New York, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            A giant picture of Syrian President Bashar Assad lies on the ground as a Syrian opposition fighter stands nearby, inside the Presidential Palace in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump doesn't think much of Joe Biden's foreign policy record. The Republican president-elect frequently casts the outgoing Democratic president as a feckless leader who shredded American credibility around the world during his four-year term. 
But a funny thing happened on Trump's way back to the White House: The Biden and Trump national security teams have come to an understanding that they have no choice but to work together as conflicts in Gaza, Syria and Ukraine have left a significant swath of the world on a knife's edge.
It's not clear how much common ground those teams have found as they navigate crises that threaten to cause more global upheaval as Trump prepares to settle back into the White House on Jan. 20, 2025.
"There is a deep conviction on the part of the incoming national security team that we are dealing with ... and on our part, directed from President Biden, that it is our job, on behalf of the American people, to make sure this is a smooth transition," Biden's national security adviser Jake Sullivan said during a weekend appearance at a forum in California. "And we are committed to discharging that duty as relentlessly and faithfully as we possibly can."

    


To be certain, Trump and his allies haven't let up on their criticism of Biden, putting the blame squarely on the shoulders of Biden and Democrats for the series of crises around the globe.




The president-elect says Biden is responsible for the wars in Gaza and Ukraine, arguing that policies under his watch led to Hamas and Russia becoming emboldened. And shortly before Syria's Bashar al-Assad's government collapsed last week, Trump blamed Biden's old boss, former President Barack Obama, for failing to enforce his own "red line" in 2013 after Assad deployed chemical weapons that killed hundreds of civilians, and laying the groundwork for Islamic militants to establish a beachhead in the country.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But amid the hectoring of Biden, Trump team officials acknowledge that the Biden White House has worked diligently to keep Trump's circle apprised and help ensure there is a smooth handoff on national security matters.

    


"For our adversaries out there that think this is a time of opportunity that they can play one administration off the other, they're wrong, and we are -- we are hand in glove," Mike Waltz, Trump's pick for national security adviser, said in a Fox News interview last month. "We are one team with the United States in this transition."
While Trump rarely has a good word for the Democratic administration, there's an appreciation in Trump world of how the Biden White House has gone about sharing critical national security information, according to a Trump transition official who was not authorized to comment publicly.
The coordination is precisely how lawmakers intended for incoming and outgoing administrations to conduct themselves during a handover when they bolstered federal support for transitions. It's already the most substantive handoff process since 2009, aides to Biden and Trump acknowledged, surpassing Trump's chaotic first takeover in 2017 and his wide refusal to cooperate with the incoming Biden team in 2021. 

    


Trump's pick to serve as special envoy to the Middle East, Florida real estate developer Steve Witkoff, consulted with Biden administration officials as he recently traveled to Mideast to meet with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Qatar's Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, according to a U.S. official who was not authorized to comment publicly about the sensitive talks and spoke on condition of anonymity.
Sullivan, who was to travel to Israel on Wednesday for talks with Netanyahu, has in turn kept Waltz in the loop about the Biden administration's efforts at getting a ceasefire and hostage deal in Gaza before Trump's inauguration.
Biden administration officials say that the two national security teams have also closely coordinated on Ukraine and Syria, though they have provided scant detail on what that coordination has looked like.

    


"Let me put it this way: Nothing that we're doing and nothing that we're saying are coming as a surprise to the incoming team," White House national security spokesman John Kirby said. "They will decide for themselves what policies they might want to keep in place, what approaches they might want to continue and which ones they won't."
Trump made clear during his campaign that he would move to end the war in Ukraine quickly once he came to office. He called on Russian leader Vladimir Putin earlier this week to act to reach an immediate ceasefire with Ukraine.
But the Biden White House has begun gently -- and publicly -- making the case for how continued support for Ukraine lines up with Trump's priorities.
On Saturday, Sullivan pointed to comments made by Trump on social media to buttress the case that Biden's push for continued support of Ukraine falls in line with the incoming president's thinking.

    


Trump earlier that day had noted that Assad's rule was collapsing because Russia "lost all interest in Syria because of Ukraine, where close to 600,000 Russian soldiers lay wounded or dead, in a war that should never have started, and could go on forever."
"Russia and Iran are in a weakened state right now, one because of Ukraine and a bad economy, the other because of Israel and its fighting success," Trump said in the posting on Truth Social.
Sullivan underscored that Biden and Trump are in agreement that there should be no American boots on the ground in Syria and that the war in Ukraine was a major factor in Assad's fall.
"I was a little bit struck by it -- earlier in the post, he said part of the reason this is happening is because of Russia's war against Ukraine," Sullivan said of Trump. "And I think he even referenced the sheer scale of the casualties that Russia has suffered in Ukraine, and for that reason, they're not in a position to defend their client, Assad. And on that point, we're in vigorous agreement."
Two days later in Washington, Sullivan made the case that Trump should bolster the little-known U.S. International Development Finance Corporation that was created during the Republican's first term.
The push for reauthorizing the foreign aid agency comes as Trump has promised to make massive cuts to the federal bureaucracy. 
Trump signed into law the agency's authority -- tucked into a five-year reauthorization of the Federal Aviation Administration -- to provide $60 billion in loans, loan guarantees and insurance to companies in developing nations.
Sullivan called the agency an effective tool for private-public partnerships, before allowing that "maybe I shouldn't be the one" making the case "since I'm leaving, but I will give my advice anyway."
"It was created as we've all noted, under the Trump administration," Sullivan said in remarks at the agency's annual conference. "It has been strengthened under the Biden administration. And as we look to DFC reauthorization next year, it has to remain a bipartisan priority."
After Assad's government fell, the Biden administration issued a warning to Iran not to speed up its nuclear program after one of its closest allies was toppled, declaring "that'll never happen on our watch." The U.S. official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive topic, hinted at coordination on the matter with the Trump team.
The official said there had been "good discussions" with the incoming administration on the matter and there was an expectation the same policy would carry over.
Biden has also approved a new national security memorandum that is meant to serve as a road map for the incoming Trump administration as it looks to counter growing cooperation between China, Iran, North Korea and Russia, the White House announced Wednesday.
Biden administration officials began developing the guidance this summer. It was shaped to be a document that could help the next administration build its approach from Day 1 on how it will go about dealing with the tightening relationships between the United States' most prominent adversaries and competitors, according to two other senior administration officials.
One of those officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the White House, sought to assure the incoming Trump team that the Biden White House effort "isn't trying to box them in or tilt them toward one policy option or another." 

Instead, the official said, it's about helping the next administration build "capacity" as it shapes its policies on some the most difficult foreign policies it will face.
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            An Israeli soldier fixes a tank next to the security fence near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Palestinian girls struggle as they get donated food at a distribution center in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            This is a locator map of Israel and the Palestinian Territories. (AP Photo)
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            This is a locator map of Israel and the Palestinian Territories. (AP Photo)
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- Israeli strikes pounded the Gaza Strip overnight and into Wednesday, with one attack ripping through a home where displaced people were sheltering in the isolated north. The strikes killed at least 33 people including children, Palestinian health officials said.
Violence also flared in outside Jerusalem, where an Israeli bus came under fire from a suspected Palestinian attacker late Wednesday, wounding three people including a 10-year-old boy, according to the military and hospital officials. The attack took place on a highway near major Israeli settlements in the occupied West Bank, and the army was looking for the shooter in the area around Bethlehem. 
The Israel-Hamas war in Gaza shows no end in sight, even after Israel reached a ceasefire with Lebanon's Hezbollah militants and attention shifted to the overthrow of Syrian President Bashar Assad by insurgents. Both the current and incoming U.S. administrations have said they hope to end the war in Gaza before the inauguration in January, but ceasefire talks have repeatedly stalled.

    


The U.N. General Assembly overwhelmingly approved resolutions Wednesday demanding an immediate ceasefire in Gaza and backing the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees that Israel has moved to ban. 
General Assembly resolutions are not legally binding, although they do reflect world opinion. The votes in the 193-nation assembly were 158-9 with 13 abstentions to demand a ceasefire. Israel and its close ally the United States were in the tiny minority voting against. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Israeli strike in north Gaza wipes out 3 generations
The strike on the home killed 19 people in the northern town of Beit Lahiya near the border with Israel, according to nearby Kamal Adwan Hospital, which received the bodies. Hospital records show that a family of eight was among those killed: four children, their parents and two grandparents.
The Israeli military said it targeted a Hamas militant in the vicinity of the hospital. It said reports about the number of casualties in the strike were inaccurate, without elaborating. The military says it tries to avoid harming civilians and accuses militants of hiding among them, putting their lives in danger.

    


The hospital said another strike near its entrance on Wednesday killed a woman and her two children.
The hospital director, Dr. Hussam Abu Safiya, said Israeli drones struck nearby residential blocks overnight, causing explosions that sparked panic among the facility's more than 120 sick and wounded patients.
"We have received distress calls from neighbors and trapped people, but we're not able to leave the hospital because of the continued risk," he said. "We are witnessing a massive loss of life, with many martyrs in the targeted areas."
Another strike in the decades-old Nuseirat refugee camp in central Gaza killed at least seven people, according to the Awda Hospital. The dead included two children, their parents and three other relatives, it said. Later, the hospital said another attack hit the same camp, killing four people and injuring 16 more. 

    


There was no immediate comment from the Israeli military on the other strikes.
In Lebanon, where near-daily Israeli attacks have continued despite the ceasefire, at least five people died Wednesday in Israeli strikes in the south, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry and state news agency.
Elsewhere in southern Lebanon, Israeli forces withdrew from a strategic town and handed it back to the Lebanese army in coordination with U.N. peacekeepers, the two militaries said. It appeared to be the first Israeli pullout from a Lebanese border town captured during the ground invasion.
In Syria, the Israeli military estimates it has destroyed 70% to 80% of Syrian military assets in recent days, according to an official speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss an intelligence assessment. The military has said it has carried out hundreds of airstrikes.

    


Evacuation orders in camp after rocket fire
Militants in central Gaza fired four projectiles into Israel on Wednesday, two of which were intercepted, the military said. The other two fell in open areas, and there were no reports of casualties.
The military ordered the evacuation of a five-block area of the built-up Maghazi refugee camp in central Gaza, saying the rockets had been fired from there. The orders indicated that Israel would soon carry out strikes in the area.
The war began when Hamas-led militants stormed into Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 people, including children and older adults. Around 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, at least a third believed to be dead.
Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed over 44,000 Palestinians in Gaza, according to local health officials. They say women and children make up more than half the dead but do not distinguish between fighters and civilians in their count. Israel says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.
Thousands more Palestinians have gone missing during the war, some after encounters with Israeli troops.

    


UN says Gaza civilians face 'utterly devastating situation'
Israel has been waging a renewed offensive against Hamas militants in Gaza's heavily destroyed north since early October. Troops have surrounded Beit Lahiya, Beit Hanoun and the urban Jabaliya refugee camp, allowing in almost no humanitarian aid and ordering tens of thousands to flee to nearby Gaza City.
Israeli officials have said the three communities are mostly deserted, but the United Nations humanitarian office said Tuesday it believes around 65,000 to 75,000 people are still there, with little access to food, water, electricity or health care. Experts have warned that the north may be experiencing famine.
Sigrid Kaag, the senior U.N. humanitarian and reconstruction coordinator for Gaza, told reporters on Tuesday that civilians trying to survive all across Gaza face an "utterly devastating situation."
She pointed to the breakdown in law and order and looting that has left the U.N. and many aid organizations unable to deliver food and other humanitarian essentials to hundreds of thousands of Palestinians in need.
Kaag said she and other U.N. officials repeatedly ask Israel for access for convoys to northern Gaza and elsewhere, to allow in commercial goods, to reopen the Rafah crossing from Egypt in the south and to approve dual-use items.
The Israeli military says it allows in enough humanitarian aid and blames U.N. agencies for not distributing it, saying large amounts of aid have accumulated just inside Gaza's borders. U.N. officials say Israeli restrictions, the breakdown of law and order and ongoing fighting make it difficult to access the aid and distribute it, and have repeatedly called for a ceasefire.
The United States, Egypt and Qatar have mediated talks between Israel and Hamas for nearly a year, and diplomats say those efforts have recently gained momentum.
But Hamas has said it will not release the remaining hostages without an end to the war and a full withdrawal of Israeli troops. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has pledged to continue the war until Hamas is destroyed and all the hostages are returned and has said Israel will maintain a lasting military presence in some areas.
___

Magdy reported from Cairo. Associated Press writers Natalie Melzer in Nahariya, Israel, Josef Federman in Jerusalem and Edith Lederer at the United Nations contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            The Department of Defense logo is seen on the wall in the Press Briefing room at the Pentagon on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)
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            House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., responds to reporters during his weekly news conference at the Capitol in Washington, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            FILE - The Pentagon and the surrounding area is seen in this aerial view in Washington, Jan. 26, 2020. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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            Sen. Roger Wicker, R-Miss., speaks with reporters after meeting with Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's pick for Secretary of Defense, on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House on Wednesday passed a $895 billion measure that authorizes a 1% increase in defense spending this fiscal year and would give a double-digit pay raise to about half of the enlisted service members in the military. 
The bill is traditionally strongly bipartisan, but some Democratic lawmakers opposed the inclusion of a ban on transgender medical treatments for children of military members if such treatment could result in sterilization.
The bill passed the House by a vote of 281-140 and will next move to the Senate, where lawmakers had sought a bigger boost in defense spending than the current measure allows.
Lawmakers are touting the bill's 14.5% pay raise for junior enlisted service members and a 4.5% increase for others as key to improving the quality of life for those serving in the U.S. military. Those serving as junior enlisted personnel are in pay grades that generally track with their first enlistment term. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: House approves $895B defense bill with military pay raise, ban on transgender care for minors
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Mike Hempen reports the House has approved a defense bill that includes a military pay raise.

    


    


Lawmakers said service member pay has failed to remain competitive with the private sector, forcing many military families to rely on food banks and government assistance programs to put food on the table. The bill also provides significant new resources for child care and housing.




"No service member should have to live in squalid conditions and no military family should have to rely on food stamps to feed their children, but that's exactly what many of our service members are experiencing, especially the junior enlisted," said Rep. Mike Rogers, R-Ala., chairman of the House Armed Services Committee. "This bill goes a long way to fixing that."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The bill sets key Pentagon policy that lawmakers will attempt to fund through a follow-up appropriations bill. The overall spending tracks the numbers established in a 2023 agreement that then-Speaker Kevin McCarthy reached with President Joe Biden to increase the nation's borrowing authority and avoid a federal default in exchange for spending restraints. Many senators had wanted to increase defense spending some $25 billion above what was called for in that agreement, but those efforts failed.

    


Sen. Roger Wicker, R-Miss., who is expected to serve as the next chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, said the overall spending level was a "tremendous loss for our national defense," though he agreed with many provisions within the bill. 
"We need to make a generational investment to deter the Axis of Aggressors. I will not cease work with my congressional colleagues, the Trump administration, and others until we achieve it," Wicker said.
House Republicans don't want to go above the McCarthy-Biden agreement for defense spending and are looking to go way below it for many non-defense programs. 
They are also focused on cultural issues. The bill prohibits funding for teaching critical race theory in the military and prohibits TRICARE health plans from covering gender dysphoria treatment for children under 18 if that treatment could result in sterilization. 
Rep. Adam Smith of Washington state, the ranking Democratic member of the House Armed Services Committee, said minors dealing with gender dysphoria is a "very real problem." He said the treatments available, including puberty blockers and hormone therapy, have proven effective at helping young people dealing with suicidal thoughts, anxiety and depression.

    


"These treatments changed their lives and in many cases saved their lives," Smith said. "And in this bill, we decided we're going to bar servicemembers' children from having access to that."
Smith said the number of minors in service member families receiving transgender medical care extends into the thousands. He could have supported a study asking medical experts to determine whether such treatments are too often used, but a ban on health insurance coverage went too far. He said Speaker Mike Johnson's office insisted upon the ban and said the provision "taints an otherwise excellent piece of legislation."
Rep. Chip Roy, R-Texas, called the ban a step in the right direction, saying, "I think these questions need to be pulled out of the debate of defense, so we can get back to the business of defending the United States of America without having to deal with social engineering debates."

    


Smith said he agrees with Roy that lawmakers should be focused on the military and not on cultural conflicts, "and yet, here it is in this bill."
Branden Marty, a Navy veteran who served for 13 years, said the loss of health coverage for transgender medical treatments could prompt some with valuable experience to leave the military, affecting national security because "we already struggle from a recruiting and retention standpoint." He also said the bill could regularly force service members into difficult choices financially.
"It will be tough for a lot of them because of out-of-pocket expenses, especially enlisted members who we know already struggle with food insecurity," said Marty, the father of a transgender teenager. "They don't get paid very much, so they're going to be making a lot of choices on a day-to-day, tactical level."

    


Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, the House Democratic leader, said his team was not telling Democrats how to vote on the bill.
"There's a lot of positive things in the National Defense Authorization Act that were negotiated in a bipartisan way, and there are some troubling provisions in a few areas as well," Jeffries said.
Overall, 81 Democrats ended up voting for the bill and 124 against it. On the Republican side, 200 voted for the bill and 16 against.
"It's disappointing to see 124 of my Democrat colleagues vote against our brave men and women in uniform over policies that have nothing to do with their intended mission," Johnson said. 
The defense policy bill also looks to strengthen deterrence against China. It calls for investing $15.6 billion to build military capabilities in the Indo-Pacific region. The Biden administration had requested about $10 billion.

On Israel, the bill, among other things, includes an expansion of U.S. joint military exercises with Israel and a prohibition on the Pentagon citing casualty data from Hamas.
The defense policy bill is one of the final measures that lawmakers view as a must-pass before making way for a new Congress in January. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/military-pay-raise-transgender-care-defense-bill-53c929ef534d906f721426f41b23a53c
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            District Attorney of Blair County Peter Weeks speaks to the media at a press conference inside the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 17 | 
            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)
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            This booking photo provided by Pennsylvania Department of Corrections on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, shows shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)
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            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)
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            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 17 | 
            This photo provided by Pennsylvania State Police shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, at the police station in Altoona, Pa., on Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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            This image release by Pennsylvania State Police shows a video image of Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, at a McDonald's in Altoona, Pa., Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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            This photo, provided by the Hawaii Dept. of Land and Natural Resources, shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, receiving a citation for failing to observe a posted closed-area sign, in Honolulu, Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023. (Hawaii Dept. of Land and Natural Resources via AP)
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            New York Gov. Kathy Hochul speaks at a press conference on Nov. 26, 2024, in the Queens borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)
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            This image from video provided by Office of the New York Mayor shows New York City Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch, with New York Mayor Eric Adams, right, in the Staten Island borough of New York, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, as she says the gun found on the suspect in the killing of United Healthcare's CEO matched shell casings found at the site of the shooting, and the suspect's fingerprints also matched a water bottle and a snack bar wrapper that police found near the scene in midtown Manhattan. (Office of the New York Mayor via AP)
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            Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro speaks during a campaign event for Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris in Ambler, Pa., on July 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 17 | 
            This photo shows the exterior of the apartment complex where the UnitedHealthcare CEO shooting suspect lived in Honolulu, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jennifer Kelleher)
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                                    Police say the killing of UnitedHealthcare's CEO was likely carried out with a ghost gun, one of the nearly untraceable weapons that can be made at home.
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            Attorney Thomas M. Dickey, who represents Luigi Mangione, speaks to the media outside the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)
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            District Attorney of Blair County Peter Weeks speaks to the media at a press conference inside the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)
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            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 17

                                    
                                    Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)
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            Esta foto sin fecha facilitada por UnitedHealth Group muestra al consejero delegado de UnitedHealthcare, Brian Thompson. (AP foto/UnitedHealth Group via AP)
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            This booking photo provided by Pennsylvania Department of Corrections on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, shows shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)
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            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)
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            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)
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            This photo provided by Pennsylvania State Police shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, at the police station in Altoona, Pa., on Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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            This image release by Pennsylvania State Police shows a video image of Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, at a McDonald's in Altoona, Pa., Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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            This photo, provided by the Hawaii Dept. of Land and Natural Resources, shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, receiving a citation for failing to observe a posted closed-area sign, in Honolulu, Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023. (Hawaii Dept. of Land and Natural Resources via AP)
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            New York Gov. Kathy Hochul speaks at a press conference on Nov. 26, 2024, in the Queens borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)
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            This image from video provided by Office of the New York Mayor shows New York City Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch, with New York Mayor Eric Adams, right, in the Staten Island borough of New York, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, as she says the gun found on the suspect in the killing of United Healthcare's CEO matched shell casings found at the site of the shooting, and the suspect's fingerprints also matched a water bottle and a snack bar wrapper that police found near the scene in midtown Manhattan. (Office of the New York Mayor via AP)
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            Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro speaks during a campaign event for Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris in Ambler, Pa., on July 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            This photo shows the exterior of the apartment complex where the UnitedHealthcare CEO shooting suspect lived in Honolulu, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jennifer Kelleher)
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                                        The man accused of killing the head of one of the biggest U.S. health insurance companies is fighting being sent to face charges in New York City, where the attack happened.

Luigi Mangione, 26, is being held without bail in Pennsylvania, where he was arrested at a McDonald's on Monday after a broad search following the Dec. 4 ambush of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson.

During a hearing Tuesday, Mangione's lawyer said he wouldn't agree to waive his right to an extradition hearing.

Although it might delay the defendant being sent to New York to face murder and other charges, Blair County (Pennsylvania) District Attorney Peter Weeks said Mangione's decision to fight extradition won't be a substantial barrier to it happening.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Key details about the man accused of killing UnitedHealthcare's CEO
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Haya Panjwani reports on evidence matching the suspect in the UnitedHealthcare CEO killing.

    


New York Gov. Kathy Hochul said Tuesday on social media that she would sign "a request for a governor's warrant to ensure the suspect in the murder of Brian Thompson is held accountable in New York."

The case has captured the American imagination, at least for the moment, with online arguments over whether Mangione is a hero, a killer, or both.
What's the latest?






The gun found on Mangione when he was arrested in Pennsylvania matched shell casings found at the shooting scene in midtown Manhattan, New York City Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch said Wednesday, adding that his fingerprints also matched prints on a water bottle and protein bar wrapper found near the crime scene. Police have said they believed the gunman bought them at a nearby coffee shop while awaiting his target.

Writings found in Mangione's possession hinted at a hatred of corporate greed, authorities have said. Among the items investigators have recovered was a spiral notebook, along with a three-page handwritten letter found when he was arrested, a law enforcement official said Wednesday. The official wasn't authorized to disclose information about the investigation and spoke to The Associated Press on the condition of anonymity. 

Police have not disclosed what was in the notebook, but Mangione said in his letter that it would contain clues about the attack, according to the official.
What evidence has been gathered?



In addition to the letter, arresting officers also found Mangione to be carrying a ghost gun, which is a type of firearm that can be assembled at home and is difficult to trace. NYPD Chief of Detectives Joseph Kenny said Monday.

Officers also found a sound suppressor, or silencer, "consistent with the weapon used in the murder," New York Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch said. He had clothing and a mask similar to those worn by the shooter and a fraudulent New Jersey ID matching one the suspect used to check into a New York City hostel before the shooting, the commissioner said.

Kenny told CBS New York on Tuesday that no prints were found on the bullets that killed Thompson, but there was one fingerprint on a cellphone that was recovered. He said the evidence was being processed.

Kenny also suggested that the motive might have been related to an accident that sent Mangione to an emergency room on July 4, 2023. 
What do we know about Mangione?



Mangione, who comes from a prominent Maryland family, was valedictorian of his elite Baltimore prep school and had degrees from one of the nation's top private universities. He earned undergraduate and graduate degrees in computer science in 2020 from the University of Pennsylvania.

From January to June 2022, Mangione lived at Surfbreak, a "co-living" space at the edge of touristy Waikiki in Honolulu. Josiah Ryan, a spokesperson for owner and founder R.J. Martin, said that Martin had learned that Mangione had severe back pain from childhood that interfered with many aspects of his life. 

A law enforcement bulletin obtained by the AP earlier this week said Mangione likely was motivated by his anger at what he called "parasitic" health insurance companies and a disdain for corporate greed. He wrote that the U.S. has the most expensive health care system in the world and that the profits of major corporations continue to rise while "our life expectancy" does not, according to the bulletin, which law enforcement said was based on a review of Mangione's handwritten notes and social media posts.

Investigators are also looking at Mangione's Facebook page, where he posted X-rays of numerous screws that were inserted into his spine, as well as writings in which he discussed the difficulty of sustaining that injury.


In his first public words since his arrest, Mangione shouted about an "insult to the intelligence of the American people" as he was escorted into the courthouse Tuesday.

___

Associated Press reporters Michael R. Sisak, Jamie Stengle and Lea Skene contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/unitedhealthcare-ceo-brian-thompson-shooting-79a9710978fc7adbb23d3fed4ea2f70d
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            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)
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            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 16 | 
            This image from video provided by Office of the New York Mayor shows New York City Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch, with New York Mayor Eric Adams, right, in the Staten Island borough of New York, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, as she says the gun found on the suspect in the killing of United Healthcare's CEO matched shell casings found at the site of the shooting, and the suspect's fingerprints also matched a water bottle and a snack bar wrapper that police found near the scene in midtown Manhattan. (Office of the New York Mayor via AP)
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            This booking photo provided by Pennsylvania Department of Corrections on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, shows shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)
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            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Janet Klingbeil via AP)
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            Luigi Nicholas Mangione is escorted into Blair County Courthouse, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Gary M. Baranec)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 16 | 
            Gov. Josh Shapiro, center, speaks during a press conference regarding the arrest of suspect Luigi Mangione, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa., in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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            This photo, provided by the Hawaii Dept. of Land and Natural Resources, shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, receiving a citation for failing to observe a posted closed-area sign, in Honolulu, Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023. (Hawaii Dept. of Land and Natural Resources via AP)
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            This combo image release by Pennsylvania State Police shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, at a McDonald's in Altoona, Pa., Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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            This photo provided by Pennsylvania State Police shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, at the police station in Altoona, Pa., on Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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            This photo provided by Pennsylvania State Police shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, at the police station in Altoona, Pa., on Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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            This booking photo released Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)
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            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Janet Klingbeil via AP)
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            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)
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            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)
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            This image from video provided by Office of the New York Mayor shows New York City Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch, with New York Mayor Eric Adams, right, in the Staten Island borough of New York, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, as she says the gun found on the suspect in the killing of United Healthcare's CEO matched shell casings found at the site of the shooting, and the suspect's fingerprints also matched a water bottle and a snack bar wrapper that police found near the scene in midtown Manhattan. (Office of the New York Mayor via AP)
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            This booking photo provided by Pennsylvania Department of Corrections on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, shows shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 16

                                    
                                    This booking photo provided by Pennsylvania Department of Corrections on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, shows shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 16 | 
            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Janet Klingbeil via AP)
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            Luigi Nicholas Mangione is escorted into Blair County Courthouse, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Gary M. Baranec)
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            Gov. Josh Shapiro, center, speaks during a press conference regarding the arrest of suspect Luigi Mangione, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa., in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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            This photo, provided by the Hawaii Dept. of Land and Natural Resources, shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, receiving a citation for failing to observe a posted closed-area sign, in Honolulu, Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023. (Hawaii Dept. of Land and Natural Resources via AP)
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            This combo image release by Pennsylvania State Police shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, at a McDonald's in Altoona, Pa., Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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            This photo provided by Pennsylvania State Police shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, at the police station in Altoona, Pa., on Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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            This photo provided by Pennsylvania State Police shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, at the police station in Altoona, Pa., on Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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            This booking photo released Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)
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            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Janet Klingbeil via AP)
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                                        ALTOONA, Pa. (AP) -- The gun found on the man charged with killing United Healthcare's CEO matched shell casings found at the site of the shooting, New York City's police commissioner said Wednesday as authorities scrutinized evidence and the suspect's experiences with the victim's industry.
Luigi Mangione 's fingerprints also matched a water bottle and a snack bar wrapper that police found near the scene in midtown Manhattan, Commissioner Jessica Tisch said at an unrelated news conference. Police had said earlier that they believed the gunman bought the items at a nearby coffee shop while awaiting his target. 
Mangione, 26, remained jailed without bail Wednesday in Pennsylvania, where he was arrested and initially charged with gun and forgery offenses. Manhattan prosecutors were working to bring him to New York to face a murder charge in the death of Brian Thompson, the leader of the United States' biggest health insurer. 

    


Mangione's lawyer has cautioned the public against prejudging the case.
While the case is in early stages, police believe the suspect may have been motivated by animus toward the health care industry.




Investigators are looking into an accident that injured Mangione's back and sent him to an emergency room on July 4, 2023, police said Wednesday. They're scrutinizing his Facebook page, where he posted X-rays of numerous screws that were inserted into his spine. And police are studying his writings about the injury and his disdain for corporate America and the U.S. health care system. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Gun found on suspect in killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO matches shell casings at scene, police say
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on the United Healthcare CEO shooting suspect and what his lawyer says about the charges.

    


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Authorities recovered a spiral notebook that Mangione kept, along with a three-page, handwritten letter found when he was arrested Monday in Pennsylvania, a law enforcement official said Wednesday. Police have not disclosed what was in the notebook. 
The letter teased the possibility that clues to the attack -- "some straggling notes and To Do lists that illuminate the gist of it" -- could be found in the notebook, the law enforcement official said. The official wasn't authorized to disclose information about the investigation and spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity.

    


A law enforcement bulletin obtained by the AP earlier this week said the letter disdained corporate greed and what Mangione called "parasitic" health insurance companies. The prep school and Ivy League graduate wrote that the U.S. has the most expensive health care system in the world and that major corporations' profits continue to rise while life expectancy doesn't, according to the bulletin. 
In his first public words since his arrest, Mangione shouted about an "insult to the intelligence of the American people" on his way into court Tuesday. 
At a brief hearing, defense lawyer Thomas Dickey said that he didn't believe there was evidence to support a forgery charge and questioned whether the gun allegation amounts to a crime. Dickey also said Mangione would contest his extradition to New York and wanted a hearing on the issue. 
"You can't rush to judgment in this case or any case," Dickey said afterward. "He's presumed innocent. Let's not forget that."

    


Mangione was arrested in Altoona, about 230 miles (about 370 kilometers) west of New York City, after a McDonald's customer recognized him and notified an employee, authorities said. 
New York police officials have said Mangione was carrying the gun and the same fake ID the suspected shooter had used to check into a New York hostel, along with a passport and other fraudulent IDs.
Thompson, 50, was killed Dec. 4 as he walked alone to a Manhattan hotel for an investor conference. 
There were no fingerprints on the ammunition found at the shooting scene, but work is ongoing to analyze a print on cellphone left nearby, police said Wednesday. 
Police are continuing to search for more surveillance video showing Mangione's movements in New York between Nov. 24, when they say he arrived in the city, and the shooting. From video collected already, investigators determined the suspect quickly fled the city, likely by bus, after the killing.

    


His movements afterward are unclear, but authorities believe he took steps to stay off the radar. Prosecutors said at Mangione's Pennsylvania hearing this week that when arrested, he had what are known as Faraday bags for his cellphone and laptop to block signals authorities can use to track electronic devices.

Mangione, a grandson of a well-known Maryland real estate developer and philanthropist, had a graduate degree in computer science and worked for a time at a car-buying website. During the first half of 2022, he bunked at a co-living space in Hawaii, where those who knew him said he suffered from severe and sometimes debilitating back pain.
His relatives have said in a statement that they are "shocked and devastated" at his arrest.
___
Sisak reported from New York. Associated Press writer Jennifer Peltz contributed.
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Donald Trump will ring the New York Stock Exchange bell as he's named Time's Person of the Year
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            President-elect Donald Trump rang the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange Thursday after being recognized for the second time by Time magazine as its person of the year.
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            FILE - Then-Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump smiles at an election night watch party at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            American flags hang from the front the New York Stock Exchange, right, on April 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)
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            People gather in front of the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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            FILE - Former President Donald Trump gestures as he leaves after speaking at a news conference at Trump Tower, Friday, May 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump used his image as a successful New York businessman to become a celebrity, a reality television star and eventually the president. Now he will get to revel in one of the most visible symbols of success in the city when he rings the opening bell of the New York Stock Exchange on Thursday as he's also named Time Magazine's Person of the Year.
Trump is expected to be on Wall Street to mark the ceremonial start of the day's trading, according to four people with knowledge of his plans. He will also be announced Thursday as Time's 2024 Person of the Year, according to a person familiar with the selection. The people who confirmed the stock exchange appearance and Time award were not authorized to discuss the matter publicly and spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity.
It will be a notable moment of twin recognitions for Trump, a born-and-bred New Yorker who at times has treated the stock market as a measure of public approval and has long-prized signifiers of his success in New York's business world and his appearances on the covers of magazines -- especially Time.

    


Trump was named the magazine's Person of the Year in 2016, when he was first elected to the White House. He had already been listed as a finalist for this year's award alongside Vice President Kamala Harris, X owner Elon Musk, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Kate, the Princess of Wales.




Time declined to confirm the selection ahead of Thursday morning's announcement.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Time does not comment on its annual choice for Person of the Year prior to publication," a spokesperson for the magazine said Wednesday.
The ringing of the bell is a powerful symbol of U.S. capitalism -- and a good New York photo opportunity at that. Despite his decades as a New York businessman, Trump has never done it before.
It was unclear whether Trump, a Republican, would meet with New York's embattled mayor, Democrat Eric Adams, who has warmed to Trump and has not ruled out changing his political party. Adams has been charged with federal corruption crimes and accused of selling influence to foreign nationals; he has denied wrongdoing.

    


Trump himself was once a symbol of New York, but he gave up living full-time in his namesake Trump Tower in Manhattan and moved to Florida after leaving the White House.
CNN first reported Wednesday Trump's visit to the stock exchange and Politico reported that Trump was expected to be unveiled as Time's Person of the Year.
The stock exchange regularly invites celebrities and business leaders to participate in the ceremonial opening and closing of trading. During Trump's first term, his wife, Melania Trump, rang the bell to promote her "Be Best" initiative on children's well-being.
Last year, Time CEO Jessica Sibley rang the opening bell to unveil the magazine's 2023 Person of the Year: Taylor Swift. 
After the Nov. 5 election, the S&P 500 rallied 2.5% for its best day in nearly two years. The Dow Jones Industrial Average surged 1,508 points, or 3.6%, while the Nasdaq composite jumped 3%. All three indexes topped records they had set in recent weeks.

    


The U.S. stock market has historically tended to rise regardless of which party wins the White House, with Democrats scoring bigger average gains since 1945. But Republican control could mean big shifts in the winning and losing industries underneath the surface, and investors are adding to bets built earlier on what the higher tariffs, lower tax rates and lighter regulation that Trump favors will mean.
Trump has long courted the business community based on his own status as a wealthy real estate developer who gained additional fame as the star of the TV show "The Apprentice" in which competitors tried to impress him with their business skills. He won the election in part by tapping into Americans' deep anxieties about an economy that seemed unable to meet the needs of the middle class.
The larger business community has applauded his promises to reduce corporate taxes and cut regulations. But there are also concerns about his stated plans to impose broad tariffs and possibly target companies that he sees as not aligning with his own political interests.

    


Trump spends the bulk of his time at his Florida home but was in New York for weeks this spring during his hush money trial there. He was convicted, but his lawyers are pushing for the case to be thrown out in light of his election.
While he spent hours in a Manhattan courthouse every day during his criminal trial, Trump took his presidential campaign to the streets of the heavily Democratic city, holding a rally in the Bronx and popping up at settings for working-class New Yorkers: a bodega, a construction site and a firehouse.
Trump returned to the city in September to meet with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at his Manhattan tower and again in the final stretch of the presidential campaign when he held a rally at Madison Square Garden that drew immediate blowback as speakers made rude and racist insults and incendiary remarks.

    


At the stock exchange, the ringing of the bell has been a tradition since the 1800s. The first guest to do it was a 10-year-old boy named Leonard Ross, in 1956, who won a quiz show answering questions about the stock market. 
Many times, companies listing on the exchange would ring the bell at 9:30 a.m. to commemorate their initial offerings as trading began. But the appearances have become an important marker of culture and politics -- something that Trump hopes to seize as he's promised historic levels of economic growth.
The anti-apartheid advocate and South African President Nelson Mandela rang the bell, as has Hollywood star Sylvester Stallone with his castmates from the film "The Expendables." So, too, have the actors Robert Downey Jr. and Jeremy Renner for an "Avengers" movie and the Olympians Michael Phelps and Natalie Coughlin.
In 1985, Ronald Reagan became the first sitting U.S. president to ring the bell.

"With tax reform and budget control, our economy will be free to expand to its full potential, driving the bears back into permanent hibernation," Reagan said at the time. "We're going to turn the bull loose."
The crowd of traders on the floor chanted, "Ronnie! Ronnie! Ronnie!"
The Dow Jones Industrial Average climbed in 1985 and 1986, but it suffered a decline in October 1987 in an event known as "Black Monday."
___
Long reported from Washington. Associated Press writer Josh Boak in Washington contributed to this report.
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Google forges ahead with its next generation of AI technology while fending off a breakup threat
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                    Alphabet CEO Sundar Pichai speaks about Gemini at a Google I/O event in Mountain View, Calif., May 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Google on Wednesday unleashed another wave of artificial intelligence designed to tackle more of the work and thinking done by humans as it tries to stay on the technology's cutting edge while also trying to fend off regulatory threats to its empire.
The next generation of Google's AI is being packaged under the Gemini umbrella, which was unveiled a year ago. Google is framing its release of Gemini 2.0 as a springboard for AI agents built to interpret images shown through a smartphone, perform a variety of tedious chores, remember the conversations consumers have with people, help video game players plot strategy and even tackle the task of doing online searches.
In a blog post, Google CEO Sundar Pichai predicted the technology contained in Gemini 2.0 will "understand more about the world around you, think multiple steps ahead and take action on your behalf, with your supervision." It's a similar goal being pursued by hard-charging rivals such as OpenAI, with its chatGPT technology, and industry powerhouse such as Microsoft with a variety of similar tools on its Windows software.

    


A lot of Google's latest AI technology will initially be confined to test groups and subscribers who pay $20 per month for Gemini Advanced, but some features will be made available through its search engine and mobile apps. Google is planning wider releases next year that will include the technology popping up in its smorgasbord of free products, including its Chrome browser, digital maps and YouTube.




Besides trying to outshine OpenAI and other ambitious startups, Google is also trying to stay a step ahead of Apple as that trendsetting company begins to blend AI into its latest iPhones and other devices. After releasing a software update enabling the first bundle of the iPhone's "Apple Intelligence" features that spruced up the device's Siri assistant, another batch of the AI technology came out with a free software update that was also released Wednesday. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Google is pushing forward with its latest AI advances even as the U.S. Justice Department is trying to break up the Mountain View, California, company to prevent further abusive practices by its dominant search engine, which was declared an illegal monopoly by a federal judge earlier this year as part of a landmark antitrust case.

    


Among other things, Gemini 2.0 is supposed to improve the AI overviews that Google began highlighting in its search results over its traditional listing of the most pertinent links to websites earlier this year in response to AI-powered "answer engines" such as Perplexity.
After the AI overviews initially produced some goofy suggestions, including putting glue on pizza, Google refined the technology to minimize such missteps. Now, company executives are promising things are going to get even better with Gemini 2.0, which Pichai said will be able to engage in more human-like reasoning while solving more advanced math problems and even churn out some computer code. The improvements to AI Overviews will initially only appear to a test audience before a wider release next year.

    


The technological upgrade is also supposed to infuse a still-experimental universal AI agent dubbed "Project Astra," with even more smarts and versatility, enabling people to have more meaningful and helpful conversations with the technology. In a show of confidence, Google said it will expand the number of people testing Project Astra without providing any specifics of the group's size.
As part of Gemini 2.0, Google is also going to begin testing an extension to Chrome called "Project Mariner," which can be turned on to do online searches and sift through the results so people don't won't have to bother. 
If the U.S. Department of Justice gets its way, Google will be forced to sell or spin off Chrome as part of its punishment for deploying its search engine in ways that stifled competition and potential innovation. Google has ridiculed the Justice Department's proposal as "overly broad" and vowed to resist any attempt to break up the company during federal court hearings scheduled to begin in Washington D.C. next spring. 

    


Even if those proceedings culminate in a court order mandating a breakup, Google could still appeal in a process that could take years to resolve while it continues its AI expansion.

"I can't wait to see what this next era brings," Pichai wrote in his blog post, signaling the company doesn't believe it will be deterred by regulators. 
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US warns Russia may be ready to use new lethal missile against Ukraine again in 'coming days'
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            FILE - Journalists at a center for forensic analysis in undisclosed location in Ukraine on Nov. 24, 2024, film fragments of what authorities in Kyiv described as a Russian hypersonic missile that struck a factory in Dnipro, Ukraine, on Nov. 21. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            FILE - Fragments of what authorities in Kyiv described as a Russian hypersonic missile that struck a factory in Dnipro, Ukraine, on Nov. 21, 2024, are seen at a center for forensic analysis in an undisclosed location in Ukraine, on Nov. 24. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Russia could launch its lethal new intermediate-range ballistic missile against Ukraine again soon, the Pentagon said Wednesday, as both sides wrestle for a battlefield advantage that will give them leverage in any negotiations to end the nearly 3-year war. 
Sabrina Singh, Pentagon spokeswoman, told reporters in a briefing that an attack could be carried out "in the coming days." She added that the U.S. does not consider this missile -- called the Oreshnik -- a game changer on the battlefield, but that the Russians are "trying to use every weapon that they have in their arsenal to intimidate Ukraine."
She said the U.S. is basing its warning on a new intelligence assessment, but she couldn't provide any other details, including where Russia may strike.
U.S. officials said earlier Wednesday that the U.S. was seeing the Russians make preparations for another launch of the missile, which was used for the first time last month. The officials spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive information.
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    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports Russia may be ready to again use a lethal new missile against Ukraine.

    


    


The threat comes as President-elect Donald Trump has vowed to end the war and Western allies suggest that negotiations to do so could begin this winter. 




Singh said the U.S. will continue to support Ukraine, including with additional air defense systems designed to protect the country against air assaults. Just days ago, the U.S. promised close to $1 billion in new security aid to Ukraine, including munitions for air defense.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Russian Defense Ministry also suggested that Moscow is prepared to retaliate because Ukraine used six U.S.-made ATACMS missiles to strike a military air base in Taganrog in the southern Rostov region on Wednesday, injuring soldiers. It said two of the missiles were shot down by an air defense system and four others deflected by electronic warfare assets.
"This attack with Western long-range weapons will not be left unanswered and relevant measures will be taken," the ministry said in a statement. 

    


This isn't the first time that U.S. officials have warned of potential Russian action or strategic moves, in part as a diplomatic effort to message Moscow and possibly sway decisions. 
In the run-up to Russia's February 2022 invasion of Ukraine, the U.S. openly discussed intelligence that Russia was readying troops to move on Kyiv. And later publicly said Moscow was positioning operatives in eastern Ukraine to conduct a "false-flag operation" that would create a pretext for its troops to invade.
According to the U.S. officials, Russia has only a handful of the Oreshnik missiles and they carry a smaller warhead than other missiles that Russia has regularly launched at Ukraine.
Russia first fired the missile in a Nov. 21 attack against the Ukrainian city of Dnipro. Surveillance camera video of the strike showed huge fireballs piercing the darkness and slamming into the ground at astonishing speed. It was the first time the weapon was used in combat.
Within hours of the attack on the military facility, Russian President Vladimir Putin took the rare step of speaking on national TV to boast about the new, hypersonic missile. He warned the West that its next use could be against Ukraine's NATO allies who allowed Kyiv to use their longer-range missiles to strike inside Russia.

    


The attack came two days after Putin signed a revised version of Russia's nuclear doctrine that lowered the threshold for using nuclear weapons. The doctrine allows for a potential nuclear response by Moscow even to a conventional attack on Russia by any nation that is supported by a nuclear power.
That strike also came soon after President Joe Biden agreed to loosen restrictions on Ukraine's use of American-made longer-range weapons to strike deeper into Russian territory, and just one day after the U.S. said it was giving Ukraine antipersonnel mines to help it slow Russia's battlefield advances.
"We believe that we have the right to use our weapons against military facilities of the countries that allow to use their weapons against our facilities," Putin said at the time.

    


He also warned that the new missile could be used against other Ukrainian sites, including the government district in Kyiv, and last month said the General Staff of the Russian military was selecting possible future targets, such as military facilities, defense plants or decision-making centers in Kyiv.
The Russian president declared that, "while selecting targets for strikes with such systems as Oreshnik on the territory of Ukraine, we will ask civilians and nationals of friendly countries there to leave dangerous zones in advance."
Putin has hailed Oreshnik's capability, saying its multiple warheads that plunge to a target at Mach 10 are immune from interception and are so powerful that the use of several of them in one conventional strike could be as devastating as a nuclear attack.

    


Speaking Tuesday, Putin charged that "a sufficient number of these advanced weapon systems simply makes the use of nuclear weapons almost unnecessary."
The Pentagon said the Oreshnik was an experimental type of intermediate-range ballistic missile, or IRBM, based on Russia's RS-26 Rubezh intercontinental ballistic missile, or ICBM. They have said it is not technically a hypersonic missile as it does not have a hypersonic glide vehicle that propels the missile for most of the launch and re-entry.
Intermediate-range missiles can fly between 500 to 5,500 kilometers (310 to 3,400 miles). Such weapons were banned under a Soviet-era treaty that Washington and Moscow abandoned in 2019.
Fighting has escalated in the grinding war as both Russia and Ukraine scramble to get an upper hand in any coming negotiations. Trump's inauguration next month has also raised questions about how much support the U.S. will continue to provide to Kyiv.
Trump has insisted in recent days that Russia and Ukraine immediately reach a ceasefire and said Ukraine should likely prepare to receive less U.S. military aid. Writing on social media last weekend, Trump said Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy "would like to make a deal and stop the madness."

The Biden administration, meanwhile, announced a $988 million long-term aid package last weekend. That funding is on top of an additional $725 million in U.S. military assistance, including counter-drone systems and HIMARS munitions, announced early last week that would be drawn from the Pentagon's stockpiles to get them to the front lines more quickly. The U.S. has provided Ukraine with more than $62 billion in military aid since Russia's invasion in February 2022.
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            After days of searching through security footage, following up on a deluge of tips and even sending scuba divers to the bottom of a lake, police on Monday announced the arrest of a suspect in the killing of UnitedHealthcare's CEO.
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            Luigi Nicholas Mangione is escorted into Blair County Courthouse, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Gary M. Baranec)
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            Suspect Luigi Mangione is taken into the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Janet Klingbeil via AP)
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            This booking photo provided by Pennsylvania Department of Corrections on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, shows shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)
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                                        Is he a hero? A killer? Both? 
About the same time the #FreeLuigi memes featuring the mustachioed plumber from "Super Mario Brothers" mushroomed online this week, commenters shared memes showing Tony Soprano pronouncing Luigi Mangione, the man charged with murdering the UnitedHealthcare CEO in Manhattan, a hero. There were the posts lionizing Mangione's physique and appearance, the ones speculating about who could play him on "Saturday Night Live," and the ones denouncing and even threatening people at a Pennsylvania McDonald's for spotting him and calling police. 
It was all too much for Pennsylvania's governor, a rising Democrat who was nearly the vice presidential nominee this year. Josh Shapiro -- who was dealing with a case somewhere else that happened to land in his lap -- decried what he saw as growing support for "vigilante justice." 

    


As with so many American events at this moment in the 21st century, the curious case of Brian Thompson and Luigi Mangione has both captivated and polarized a media-saturated nation. 
The saga offers a glimpse into how, in a connected world, so many different aspects of modern American life can be surreally linked -- from public violence to politics, from health care to humor (or attempts at it). 
And it summons a question, too: How can so many people consider someone a hero when the rules that govern American society -- the law -- are treating him as the complete opposite? 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He's being cast as a romantic figure

Mangione is in a Pennsylvania jail cell as he awaits extradition to New York on murder charges. Little new information is available about a possible motive, though writings found in Mangione's possession hinted at a vague hatred of corporate greed and an expression of anger toward "parasitic" health insurance companies. 
That detail came after earlier clues showed some bullets recovered from the scene had the words "deny," "defend" and "depose," reflecting words used by insurance industry critics. A number of the posts combine an apparent disdain for health insurers - with no mention of the loss of life - with a vague attempt at what some called humor. 

    


"He took action against private health insurance corporations is what he did. he was a brave italian martyr. in this house, luigi mangione is a hero, end of story!" one anonymous person said in a post on X that has nearly 2 million views. 
On Monday, Shapiro took issue with comments like those. It was an extraordinary moment that he tumbled into simply because Mangione was apprehended in Pennsylvania. Shapiro's comments -- pointed, impassioned and, inevitably, political -- yanked the conversation unfolding on so many people's phone screens into real life.
"We do not kill people in cold blood to resolve policy differences or express a viewpoint," the governor said. "In a civil society, we are all less safe when ideologues engage in vigilante justice."
But to hear some of his fellow citizens tell it, that's not the case at all. Like Bonnie and Clyde, John Dillinger, D.B. Cooper and other notorious names from the American past, Mangione is being cast as someone to admire. 

    


More like domestic terrorism than vigilantism?

Regina Bateson, an assistant political science professor at the University of Colorado at Boulder, has studied vigilantism, the term to which Shapiro alluded. She doesn't see this case as a good fit for the word, she says, because the victim wasn't linked to any specific crime or offense. As she sees it, it's more akin to domestic terrorism.
But Bateson views the threats against election workers, prosecutors and judges ticking up -- plus the assassination attempts against President-elect Donald Trump this past summer -- as possible signs that personal grievances or political agendas could erupt. "Americans are voicing more support for -- or at least understanding of -- political violence," she said. 
Shapiro, apparently fed up with the embrace of the killing, praised the police and the people of Blair County, who abided by a 9/11-era dictum of seeing something and saying something. The commenters have Mangione wrong, the governor said: "Hear me on this: He is no hero. The real hero in this story is the person who called 911 at McDonald's this morning."

    


Even shy of supporting violence, there are many instances of people who vent over how health insurers deny claims. Consider Tim Anderson, whose wife, Mary, dealt with UnitedHealthcare coverage denials before she died from Lou Gehrig's disease in 2022. "The business model for insurance is don't pay," Anderson, 67, of Centerville, Ohio, told The Associated Press.
The discourse around the killing and Mangione is more than just memes. Conversations about the interconnectedness of various parts of American life are unfolding online as well, propelled by the saga. One Reddit user said he was banned for three days for supporting Kyle Rittenhouse, who was acquitted after testifying he acted in self-defense when he fatally shot two people in 2020 during protests. "Do you think people are getting banned for supporting Luigi?" the poster wondered.

    


The comments cover a lot of ground. They include people saying the UnitedHealthcare slaying isn't a "right or left issue" and wondering what it would take to get knocked off the platform.
"You probably just have to cross the line over into promoting violence," one commenter wrote. "Not just laughing about how you don't care about this guy."

Taken together, the comments make one thing clear: The case -- and now Mangione himself -- have captured the American imagination, at least for the moment. And when that happens in a nation of phones and memes, a lot of people are going to have opinions -- from anonymous commenters on Reddit to the governor of Pennsylvania himself. 
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives at an election night watch party at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Susie Wiles watches as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Lititz, Pa., Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement acting director Thomas Homan speaks during an interview in East Point, Ga., April 26, 2018. President-elect Donald Trump says that Tom Homan, his former acting U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement director, will serve as "border czar" in his incoming administration. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)
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            FILE - Republican Conference Chair Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., waves to supporters at CPAC in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 23, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump has chosen Rep. Elise Stefanik to serve as his ambassador to the United Nations. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            Stephen Miller speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Rep. Lee Zeldin, R-N.Y., speaks at a rally in Concord, N.H., Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla., speaks outside the hush money criminal case of former president Donald Trump in New York, May 16, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump's choice for defense secretary is still up in the air, but it's a sure bet he will look to pick a loyalist following his tumultuous first term. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            FILE - Kash Patel, former chief of staff to Acting Secretary of Defense Christopher Miller, speaks at a rally in Minden, Nev., Oct. 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Villegas, File)
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            Steve Witkoff speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Director of National Intelligence John Ratcliffe, testifies before a hearing April 18, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            Pete Hegseth walks to an elevator for a meeting with President-elect Donald Trump at Trump Tower in New York, Dec. 15, 2016. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign town hall, Oct. 14, 2024, in Oaks, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Tulsi Gabbard speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - Pam Bondi, former Florida Attorney General, speaks to reporters outside an election integrity volunteer training, June 18, 2024, in Newtown, Pa. (AP Photo/Derik Hamilton, File)
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            FILE - Howard Lutnick speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, in New York, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            Rep. Sean Duffy, R-Wis., speaks during a hearing July 18, 2018, on Capitol Hill in Washington. President-elect Donald Trump has nominated Duffy to be Transportation Secretary. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            FILE - Small Business Administration Administrator Linda McMahon speaks during a news conference with President Donald Trump in Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla., March 29, 2019. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            FILE - Former acting Attorney General Matt Whitaker waves as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a caucus night party in Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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            FILE - Mehmet Oz visits the AW Driving School & License Testing Center in Allentown, Pa., Sept. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 21 | 
            Michigan Republican Party Chairperson Pete Hoekstra speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign event Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Traverse City, Mich. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            FILE - Brooke Rollins speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives at an election night watch party at the Palm Beach Convention Center, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Susie Wiles watches as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Lititz, Pa., Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement acting director Thomas Homan speaks during an interview in East Point, Ga., April 26, 2018. President-elect Donald Trump says that Tom Homan, his former acting U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement director, will serve as "border czar" in his incoming administration. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)
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            FILE - Republican Conference Chair Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., waves to supporters at CPAC in Oxon Hill, Md., Feb. 23, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump has chosen Rep. Elise Stefanik to serve as his ambassador to the United Nations. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            Stephen Miller speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Rep. Lee Zeldin, R-N.Y., speaks at a rally in Concord, N.H., Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Michael Waltz, R-Fla., speaks outside the hush money criminal case of former president Donald Trump in New York, May 16, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump's choice for defense secretary is still up in the air, but it's a sure bet he will look to pick a loyalist following his tumultuous first term. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            FILE - Kash Patel, former chief of staff to Acting Secretary of Defense Christopher Miller, speaks at a rally in Minden, Nev., Oct. 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Villegas, File)
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            Steve Witkoff speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Former Director of National Intelligence John Ratcliffe, testifies before a hearing April 18, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 21

                                    
                                    FILE - Former Director of National Intelligence John Ratcliffe, testifies before a hearing April 18, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 21 | 
            Pete Hegseth walks to an elevator for a meeting with President-elect Donald Trump at Trump Tower in New York, Dec. 15, 2016. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign town hall, Oct. 14, 2024, in Oaks, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Tulsi Gabbard speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - Pam Bondi, former Florida Attorney General, speaks to reporters outside an election integrity volunteer training, June 18, 2024, in Newtown, Pa. (AP Photo/Derik Hamilton, File)
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            FILE - Howard Lutnick speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, in New York, Oct. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            Rep. Sean Duffy, R-Wis., speaks during a hearing July 18, 2018, on Capitol Hill in Washington. President-elect Donald Trump has nominated Duffy to be Transportation Secretary. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            FILE - Small Business Administration Administrator Linda McMahon speaks during a news conference with President Donald Trump in Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla., March 29, 2019. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            FILE - Former acting Attorney General Matt Whitaker waves as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a caucus night party in Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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            FILE - Mehmet Oz visits the AW Driving School & License Testing Center in Allentown, Pa., Sept. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            Michigan Republican Party Chairperson Pete Hoekstra speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign event Friday, Oct. 25, 2024, in Traverse City, Mich. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            FILE - Brooke Rollins speaks at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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                                        President-elect Donald Trump has filled the key posts for his second term in office, prioritizing loyalty after feeling bruised and hampered by internal squabbling during his first term. 

His first pick happened during the campaign: JD Vance as his vice presidential running mate, elevating a onetime critic who became a loyal ally and at age 39 became the first millennial to join a major-party ticket at a time of deep concern about the advanced age of America's political leaders.

Now Trump is filling out the rest of this administration. Some of his choices could face difficult confirmation fights in the Senate even with Republicans in control, and two candidates have already withdrawn from consideration. Others are appointments Trump can make without Senate approval. 

    



Here's a look at Trump's choices:
CABINET: 


Secretary of State: Marco Rubio



Rubio a Florida Republican senator, was chosen to be the nation's top diplomat. He is a noted hawk on China, Cuba and Iran. Rubio is vice chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee and a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. His selection punctuates the hard pivot Rubio has made with Trump, whom the senator called a "con man" during his own unsuccessful campaign for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination. Their relationship improved dramatically while Trump was in the White House. 
Defense: Pete Hegseth



Hegseth was a co-host of Fox News Channel's "Fox & Friends Weekend" and had been a contributor with the network since 2014. Hegseth served in the Army National Guard from 2002 to 2021, deploying to Iraq in 2005 and Afghanistan in 2011 and earning two Bronze Stars but lacks senior military and national security experience. His confirmation prospects came into question after a woman told police that Hegseth sexually assaulted her in 2017, according to a detailed investigative report recently made public. Hegseth told police at the time that the encounter had been consensual and has denied any wrongdoing. Other reports have surfaced about his drinking, and questions have been raised about his comments that women should not serve in combat.
Treasury: Scott Bessent

Bessent is a former money manager for George Soros, a big Democratic donor, and an advocate for deficit reduction. He founded the hedge fund Key Square Capital Management after working on and off for Soros Fund Management since 1991. If confirmed by the Senate, Bessent would be the nation's first openly gay treasury secretary. He told Bloomberg in August that he decided to join Trump's campaign in part to attack the mounting U.S. national debt. That would include slashing government programs and other spending. 
Director of National Intelligence: Tulsi Gabbard



Gabbard is a former Democratic House member from Hawaii who has been accused of echoing Russian propaganda. She unsuccessfully sought the 2020 presidential nomination and left the party in 2022. Gabbard endorsed Trump in August and campaigned often with him. Gabbard has served in the Army National Guard for more than two decades and deployed to Iraq and Kuwait. If confirmed, she would come to the role as an outsider compared to her predecessor, Avril Haines, who several years in top national security and intelligence positions.
Attorney General: Pam Bondi



Bondi was Florida's first female attorney general, serving from 2011 to 2019. She was on Trump's legal team during his first impeachment trial in 2020. Bondi also has served with the America First Policy Institute, a Trump-allied group that has helped lay the groundwork for his future administration. She was among a group of Republicans who showed up to support Trump at his hush-money criminal trial in New York that ended in May with a conviction on 34 felony counts. A fierce defender of Trump, she also frequently appeared on Fox News and has been critical of the criminal cases against him. 


Homeland Security: Kristi Noem



Noem is a well-known conservative who used her two terms as South Dakota's governor to vault to a prominent position in Republican politics. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Noem did not order restrictions like other states, instead declaring South Dakota "open for business." More recently, Noem faced sharp criticism for writing in her memoir about shooting and killing her dog. She is set to lead a department crucial to the president-elect's hard-line immigration agenda as well as other missions. Homeland Security oversees natural disaster response, the U.S. Secret Service and Transportation Security Administration agents who work at airports. 
CIA Director: John Ratcliffe



Ratcliffe a former U.S. House member from Texas, was director of national intelligence during the final year and a half of Trump's first term. He led the U.S. government's spy agencies during the coronavirus pandemic. If confirmed, Ratcliffe will have held the highest intelligence positions in the U.S. 


Health and Human Services: Robert F. Kennedy Jr.



Kennedy ran for president as a Democrat, then as an independent before he dropped out and endorsed Trump. He's the son of Democratic icon Robert F. Kennedy, who was assassinated in 1968 during his own presidential campaign. Kennedy's nomination alarmed people who are concerned about his record of spreading unfounded fears about vaccines. He has long advanced the debunked idea that vaccines cause autism.
Education: Linda McMahon



McMahon, a billionaire professional wrestling mogul, would make a return appearance in a second Trump administration. She led the Small Business Administration from 2017 to 2019 in Trump's first term and twice ran unsuccessfully in Connecticut as a Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate. McMahon served on the Connecticut Board of Education for a year starting in 2009 and has spent years on the board of trustees for Sacred Heart University. She has expressed support for charter schools and school choice.


Labor: Lori Chavez-DeRemer 



The Republican U.S. House member narrowly lost her reelection bid on Nov. 5 but had received strong backing from union members in her district. Chavez-DeRemer would oversee the department's workforce and budget and put forth priorities that affect workers' wages, health and safety, ability to unionize, and employers' rights to fire employees, among other responsibilities. She's one of a few House Republicans to endorse the "Protecting the Right to Organize," or PRO, Act that would allow more workers to conduct organizing campaigns and penalize companies that violate workers' rights. The act would also weaken "right-to-work" laws that are in place in more than half the states.
Commerce: Howard Lutnick 



Lutnick heads the brokerage and investment bank Cantor Fitzgerald and is a cryptocurrency enthusiast. He is co-chair of Trump's transition operation, charged along with Linda McMahon with helping the president-elect fill key jobs in his second administration. Lutnick would play a key role in carrying out Trump's plans to raise and enforce tariffs. He would oversee a sprawling Cabinet department whose oversight ranges from funding new computer chip factories and imposing trade restrictions to releasing economic data and monitoring the weather. 
U.S. Trade Representative: Jamieson Greer



Greer is a partner at King & Spalding, a Washington law firm. If confirmed by the Senate, he would be responsible for negotiating directly with foreign governments on trade deals and disputes, as well as memberships in international trade bodies such as the World Trade Organization. He previously was chief of staff to Robert Lighthizer, who was the trade representative in Trump's first term. 
Energy: Chris Wright 



A campaign donor and CEO of Denver-based Liberty Energy, Wright is a vocal advocate of oil and gas development, including fracking -- a key pillar of Trump's quest to achieve U.S. "energy dominance" in the global market. He also has been one of the industry's loudest voices against efforts to fight climate change. Wright said the climate movement around the world is "collapsing under its own weight." The department is responsible for advancing the energy, environmental and nuclear security of the United States. 
Transportation: Sean Duffy



Duffy is a former House member from Wisconsin and Fox News host who was one of Trump's most visible defenders on cable news. Duffy served in the House for nearly nine years, sitting on the Financial Services Committee and chairing the subcommittee on insurance and housing. He left Congress in 2019 for a TV career and has been the host of "The Bottom Line" on Fox Business. Before entering politics, Duffy was a reality TV star on MTV, where he met his wife, "Fox and Friends Weekend" co-host Rachel Campos-Duffy. They have nine children.
Interior: Doug Burgum 



The North Dakota governor is a former Republican presidential candidate who endorsed Trump this year after ending his bid. Burgum then became a serious contender to be Trump's vice presidential choice in part because of his executive experience and business savvy. He also has close ties to deep-pocketed energy industry CEOs. Trump said Burgum would chair a new National Energy Council and have a seat on the National Security Council, which would be a first for the interior secretary.
Agriculture: Brooke Rollins



Rollins is president and CEO of the America First Policy Institute, a group helping lay the groundwork for Trump's second administration. She is a Texas attorney who was Trump's domestic policy adviser and director of his office of American innovation during his first term. Rollins previously was an aide to former Texas Gov. Rick Perry, who also served in Trump's first term. Rollins also ran the Texas Public Policy Foundation.
Veterans Affairs: Doug Collins



Collins is a former Republican congressman from Georgia who gained recognition for defending Trump during his first impeachment trial. Trump was impeached for urging Ukraine to investigate Joe Biden in 2019 during the Democratic presidential campaign, but was acquitted by the Senate. Collins also served in the armed forces himself. He is a chaplain in the United States Air Force Reserve Command.
Housing and Urban Development: Scott Turner 



Turner is a former NFL player and White House aide. He ran the White House Opportunity and Revitalization Council during Trump's first term. Trump credited Turner, the highest-ranking Black person he's yet selected for his administration, with "helping to lead an Unprecedented Effort that Transformed our Country's most distressed communities."

___
WHITE HOUSE STAFF:





Chief of staff: Susie Wiles



Wiles was a senior adviser to Trump's 2024 presidential campaign and its de facto manager. She was key to Trump's defeat of Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis in the 2024 Republican primary. Wiles' hire was Trump's first major decision as president-elect. Wiles is said to have earned Trump's trust in part by guiding what was the most disciplined of Trump's three presidential campaigns.
National security adviser: Mike Waltz



Waltz is a three-term Republican congressman from east-central Florida. A former Army Green Beret, he served multiple tours in Afghanistan and worked in the Pentagon as a policy adviser when Donald Rumsfeld and Robert Gates were defense chiefs. He is considered hawkish on China and called for a U.S. boycott of the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing for the country's role in the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic and its mistreatment of the minority Muslim Uighur population.
National Economic Council: Kevin Hassett



Hassett is a major advocate of tax cuts who was chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers in the first Trump term. As chair of the National Economic Council, Trump said Hassett will play an important role in helping American families recover from inflation as well as in renewing and improving tax cuts Trump enacted in 2017. Many of those tax cuts are set to expire after 2025.
Border czar: Tom Homan



Homan has been tasked with Trump's top priority of carrying out the largest deportation operation in the nation's history. He led the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement in Trump's first administration. Democrats have criticized Homan for defending Trump's "zero tolerance" policy on border crossings in the first term, which led to the separation of thousands of parents and children seeking asylum at the border. 
Office of Management and Budget: Russell Vought



Vought held the position during Trump's first presidency. He founded the Center for Renewing America, a think tank whose mission is to "renew a consensus of America as a nation under God." Vought also was closely involved with Project 2025, a conservative blueprint for Trump's second term that Trump tried to distance himself from during the campaign. 
Deputy chief of staff for policy: Stephen Miller



Miller an immigration hard-liner, was a vocal spokesperson during the presidential campaign for Trump's priority of mass deportations. Miller was senior adviser during Trump's first term. Miller has been a central figure in some of Trump's policy decisions, notably his move to separate thousands of immigrant families. Trump argued throughout the campaign that the nation's economic, national security and social priorities could be met by deporting people living illegally in the U.S. 
Deputy chief of staff: Dan Scavino



Scavino was an adviser in all three of the president-elect's campaigns and was described by the transition team as one of "Trump's longest serving and most trusted aides." He will be deputy chief of staff and assistant to the president. Scavino previously ran Trump's social media profile in the White House.
White House press secretary: Karoline Leavitt 



Leavitt, 27, was Trump's campaign press secretary and currently a spokesperson for his transition. She would be the youngest White House press secretary in history. Leavitt worked in the White House press office during Trump's first term. In 2022, she ran for Congress in New Hampshire, winning a 10-way Republican primary before losing the general election to Democratic Rep. Chris Pappas.
White House counsel: David Warrington



Warrington has served Trump as his personal attorney and lawyer for the campaign. Trump initially had tapped William McGinley to be White House counsel but three weeks later said he instead was dispatching McGinley to work with his new Department of Government Efficiency. That panel will be run by Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy with the goal of cutting federal spending. 

____
FOREIGN POLICY POSITIONS:





Special envoy to the Middle East: Steven Witkoff



Witkoff is the president-elect's golf partner. The two were golfing at Trump's club in West Palm Beach, Florida, on Sept. 15 when the former president was the target of a second attempted assassination. Trump also named Witkoff co-chair of his inaugural committee alongside former Georgia Sen. Kelly Loeffler. 
Special envoy for Ukraine and Russia: Keith Kellogg



Kellogg is a highly decorated retired three-star general and one of the architects of a staunchly conservative policy book that lays out an "America First" national security agenda for Trump's second term. He has long been Trump's top adviser on defense issues and served as national security adviser to Vice President Mike Pence. Kellogg also was chief of staff of the National Security Council under Trump and stepped in as an acting national security adviser for Trump after Michael Flynn resigned from the post.
Special presidential envoy for hostage affairs: Adam Boehler 



Boehler is the founder and CEO of Rubicon Founders, a health care investment firm. He also served as the first CEO of the International Development Finance Corp. He would serve as Trump's lead hostage negotiator at a time when the U.S. is trying to secure the release of prisoners in Gaza and other regions around the world. The role has been held since 2020 by Roger Carstens, who was appointed by Trump and remained in the job throughout the Biden administration.
Ambassador to China: David Perdue



Former Sen. David Perdue of Georgia would serve as the Trump administration's envoy to what is expected to be America's most complicated diplomatic relationship in the years to come. Trump said in a social media post that Perdue, a former business executive, "brings valuable expertise to help build our relationship with China." Perdue pushed Trump's debunked lies about mass voter fraud during his failed bid for Georgia governor. 
Ambassador to Mexico: Ron Johnson



Johnson -- not the Republican senator -- served as ambassador to El Salvador during Trump's first administration. Johnson is also a former U.S. Army veteran and was in the CIA. 
Ambassador to Turkey: Tom Barrack 



Barrack, a wealthy financier, met Trump in the 1980s while helping negotiate Trump's purchase of the renowned Plaza Hotel. He was charged with using his personal access to the former president to secretly promote the interests of the United Arab Emirates, but was acquitted of all counts at a federal trial in 2022.
Ambassador to Greece: Kimberly Guilfoyle



Guilfoyle is a former California prosecutor and television news personality who led the fundraising for Trump's 2020 campaign and became engaged to Donald Trump Jr. in 2020. The president-elect called her "a close friend and ally" and said her "extensive experience and leadership in law, media, and politics along with her sharp intellect make her supremely qualified" for the role.
Ambassador to Chile: Brandon Judd



The head of the Border Patrol Union, Judd has been a longtime supporter of Trump's, appearing with him during his visits to the U.S.-Mexico border. He notably supported a Senate immigration bill championed by Biden that Trump sank in part because he didn't want to give Democrats an election year win on the issue.
Ambassador to Israel: Mike Huckabee



Huckabee is a staunch defender of Israel, and his intended nomination comes as Trump has promised to align U.S. foreign policy more closely with Israel's interests. Huckabee, who ran unsuccessfully for the Republican presidential nomination in 2008 and 2016, has been a popular figure among evangelical Christian conservatives, many of whom support Israel due to Old Testament writings that Jews are God's chosen people and that Israel is their rightful homeland. Huckabee has rejected a Palestinian homeland in territory occupied by Israel. His daughter, Sarah Huckabee Sanders, served as White House press secretary in Trump's first term. 
Ambassador to the United Nations: Elise Stefanik



Stefanik is a congresswoman from New York and one of Trump's staunchest defenders dating to his first impeachment trial. In 2021, she was elected chair of the House Republican Conference, the third-highest position in House leadership, after then-Rep. Liz Cheney was removed from the post for publicly criticizing Trump's false claims over his 2020 election loss. Stefanik further raised her national profile with her strong questioning of university presidents over antisemitism on their campuses, helping lead to the resignations of two of them.
Ambassador to NATO: Matthew Whitaker 



A former acting attorney general during Trump's first administration, Whitaker has a background in law enforcement but not in foreign policy. Whitaker, is also a former U.S. attorney in Iowa and served as acting attorney general between November 2018 and February 2019 until William Barr was confirmed for the role. That was when special counsel Robert Mueller's investigation into Russian election interference was drawing to a close. Whitaker also faced questions about his past business dealings, including his ties to an invention-promotion company that was accused of misleading consumers.

___
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT:





FBI director: Kash Patel 



Patel spent several years as a Justice Department prosecutor before catching the Trump administration's attention as a staffer on Capitol Hill who helped investigate the Russia probe. Patel has called for dramatically reducing the agency's footprint, a perspective that sets him apart from earlier directors who have sought additional resources for the bureau. And though the Justice Department in 2021 halted the practice of secretly seizing reporters' phone records during leak investigations, Patel has said he intends to aggressively hunt down government officials who leak information to reporters. 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection commissioner: Rodney Scott



Scott, a career official, was appointed head of Border Patrol in January 2020 and enthusiastically embraced Trump's policies, particularly on building a U.S.-Mexico border wall. He was forced out by the Biden administration.

___
TRADE AND THE ECONOMY: 





Federal Trade Commission chair: Andrew Ferguson



Ferguson, who is already one of the FTC's five commissioners, will replace Lina Khan, who became a lightning rod for Wall Street and Silicon Valley by blocking billions of dollars worth of corporate acquisitions. The replacement of Khan at the FTC likely means that the commission will operate with a lighter touch when it comes to antitrust enforcement. 
Securities and Exchange Commission chair: Paul Atkins



Atkins, a former SEC commissioner, is the CEO of Patomak Partners and a cryptocurrency advocate. Atkins has argued against too much market regulation, and Trump said Atkins is a "proven leader for commonsense regulations." The agency oversees U.S. securities markets and investments. The current chairman, Gary Gensler, has been leading the government's crackdown on the crypto industry.
Senior counselor for trade and manufacturing: Peter Navarro



Navarro was a trade adviser during Trump's first term. He is a longtime critic of trade arrangements with China. Navarro was held in contempt of Congress and served four months in prison for defying a subpoena from the House committee that investigated the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol.

___
HEALTH CARE: 





Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services: Dr. Mehmet Oz



Oz is a former heart surgeon who hosted "The Dr. Oz Show," a long-running daytime TV talk show. He won the Republican nomination for U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania in 2022 but lost the general election to Democrat John Fetterman. Oz is an outspoken supporter of Trump, who endorsed his bid for elected office. 
Food and Drug Administration: Dr. Marty Makary



Makary is a Johns Hopkins surgeon and author who argued against pandemic lockdowns. He routinely appeared on Fox News during the COVID-19 pandemic and wrote opinion articles questioning masks for children. Although not opposed to the COVID-19 vaccine, he voiced concerns about booster vaccinations in young children. He was part of a vocal group of physicians calling for greater emphasis on herd immunity to stop the virus, or the idea that mass infections would quickly lead to population-level protection.
Surgeon general: Dr. Janette Nesheiwat



Nesheiwat is a general practitioner who serves as medical director for CityMD, a network of urgent care centers in New York and New Jersey. She has been a contributor on Fox News.
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Dr. Dave Weldon



Weldon is a former Florida congressman who recently ran for a state legislative seat and lost. Trump backed Weldon's opponent in the race. In Congress, Weldon weighed in on one of the nation's most heated debates of the 1990s: whether Terri Schiavo, who was in a persistent vegetative state after cardiac arrest, should have been allowed to have her feeding tube removed. He sided with the parents who did not want it removed. 
National Institutes of Health: Dr. Jay Bhattacharya 



Bhattacharya is a critic of pandemic lockdowns and vaccine mandates. As head of the NIH, the leading medical research agency in the United States, Trump said Bhattacharya would work with Kennedy to direct U.S. medical research and make important discoveries that will improve health and save lives. Bhattacharya is a professor at Stanford University School of Medicine and was one of three authors of the Great Barrington Declaration, an October 2020 open letter maintaining that lockdowns during the COVID-19 pandemic were causing irreparable harm.

___
WITHDRAWN:





Chad Chronister for Drug Enforcement Administration



Chronister removed himself from consideration to lead the nation's top controlled substances enforcement agency just days after being tapped for the post. Trump later said he was the one who pulled the plug on Chronister's nomination.

Trump's announcement that he would nominate Chronister, who has worked for the Hillsborough County, Florida, Sheriff's Office since 1992, was met with backlash from some conservative figures over his enforcement of lockdown measures during the COVID-19 pandemic and his past comments that his sheriff's office was not focused on enforcing federal immigration laws.
Matt Gaetz for attorney general



Gaetz withdrew from consideration to become the nation's top law enforcement officer amid fallout over a federal sex trafficking investigation that cast doubt on his ability to be confirmed by the Senate. In choosing Gaetz, Trump had passed over more established lawyers whose names had been floated as possible contenders for the job.

Gaetz resigned from Congress after Trump announced his nomination on Nov. 13. The House Ethics Committee has been investigating an allegation that he paid for sex with a 17-year-old. Gaetz has denied wrongdoing.

___


Associated Press writers Colleen Long, Zeke Miller, Farnoush Amiri, Lolita C. Baldor, Jill Colvin, Matthew Daly, Edith M. Lederer, Adriana Gomez Licon, Lisa Mascaro, Chris Megerian, Michelle L. Price, Will Weissert and Meg Kinnard contributed to this report. 
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            Dozens of relatives gathered at a morgue in Damascus on Wednesday, anxiously awaiting news about their loved ones who were imprisoned or killed by the security apparatus of the toppled Syrian government. On the morgue's wall outside, pictures of some of the dead were pinned so their relatives can identify them, as many remain unknown. (AP Video: Omar Albam and Gaith AlSayed)
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            Hilala Meryeh, a 64-year-old Palestinian mother of four, weeps in the middle of the dingy identification room after finding her son's body at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People examine photos as they search for missing or deceased people on the wall outside the morgue of Al-Mojtahed Hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Syrians examine bodies wrapped in plastic bags while searching for missing people at the morgue of Al-Mojtahed hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Abou Ahmad holds a picture of his son, who went missing while imprisoned by the late Syrian government, as he searches for his body at the Al-Mojtahed hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A woman leaves the morgue at Al-Mojtahed hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Syrians are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify their slain loved ones who are missing or may have been imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man leaves the Al-Mojtahed hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A body wrapped in a plastic bag with the words "unknown identity" written in Arabic on it, lies on the floor of the morgue at the Al-Mojtahed hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Imad Habbal stands next to the body of his brother, Diaa Habbal, at the morgue of Al-Mojtahed Hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Diaa was arrested by the Syrian military police six months ago after returning to Damascus from Saudi Arabia, where he had been living since 2003. He came back in mid-2024 to visit his family and was arrested on charges of evading military service. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man examines a body wrapped in a plastic bag at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man shows a photo of a missing loved one as he searches the Al-Mojtahed hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Men examine bodies as they search for missing people at the morgue of Al-Mojtahed Hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Syrians examine bodies wrapped in plastic bags while searching for missing people at the morgue of the Al-Mojtahed hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 16 | 
            Mourners stand outside the morgue at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - A body wrapped in a plastic bag lies on the floor of the morgue at Al-Mojtahed hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Syrians are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify their slain loved ones who may have been imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Syrian citizens carry the body of Sami Chouaib, 34, who had been a prisoner of Syrian security forces, after his body was found at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many people are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Dozens of relatives gathered at a morgue in Damascus on Wednesday, anxiously awaiting news about their loved ones who were imprisoned or killed by the security apparatus of the toppled Syrian government. On the morgue's wall outside, pictures of some of the dead were pinned so their relatives can identify them, as many remain unknown. (AP Video: Omar Albam and Gaith AlSayed)
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            Hilala Meryeh, a 64-year-old Palestinian mother of four, weeps in the middle of the dingy identification room after finding her son's body at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Hilala Meryeh, a 64-year-old Palestinian mother of four, weeps in the middle of the dingy identification room after finding her son's body at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People examine photos as they search for missing or deceased people on the wall outside the morgue of Al-Mojtahed Hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    People examine photos as they search for missing or deceased people on the wall outside the morgue of Al-Mojtahed Hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Syrians examine bodies wrapped in plastic bags while searching for missing people at the morgue of Al-Mojtahed hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Syrians examine bodies wrapped in plastic bags while searching for missing people at the morgue of Al-Mojtahed hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Abou Ahmad holds a picture of his son, who went missing while imprisoned by the late Syrian government, as he searches for his body at the Al-Mojtahed hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A woman leaves the morgue at Al-Mojtahed hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Syrians are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify their slain loved ones who are missing or may have been imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man leaves the Al-Mojtahed hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A body wrapped in a plastic bag with the words "unknown identity" written in Arabic on it, lies on the floor of the morgue at the Al-Mojtahed hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Imad Habbal stands next to the body of his brother, Diaa Habbal, at the morgue of Al-Mojtahed Hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Diaa was arrested by the Syrian military police six months ago after returning to Damascus from Saudi Arabia, where he had been living since 2003. He came back in mid-2024 to visit his family and was arrested on charges of evading military service. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man examines a body wrapped in a plastic bag at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man shows a photo of a missing loved one as he searches the Al-Mojtahed hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Men examine bodies as they search for missing people at the morgue of Al-Mojtahed Hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Syrians examine bodies wrapped in plastic bags while searching for missing people at the morgue of the Al-Mojtahed hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who have been killed or were imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Mourners stand outside the morgue at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - A body wrapped in a plastic bag lies on the floor of the morgue at Al-Mojtahed hospital in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Syrians are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify their slain loved ones who may have been imprisoned under the rule of President Bashar Assad, whose government collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Syrian citizens carry the body of Sami Chouaib, 34, who had been a prisoner of Syrian security forces, after his body was found at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many people are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                        DAMASCUS (AP) -- Mohammad Chaeeb spoke softly into his phone, telling a relative the grim news: He found his brother at the morgue.
"I saw him and said my goodbyes," he said. His gaze lingered on the blackened body of Sami Chaeeb, whose teeth were bared and whose eye sockets were empty. It looked as if he had died screaming. "He doesn't look normal. He doesn't even have eyes."
The dead man was jailed five months ago, disappearing into a dark prison system under the rule of President Bashar al-Assad. His body is just one of many found in Syrian detention centers and prisons since Assad's government fell last weekend.
Some of the prisoners died just weeks ago. Others perished months earlier. Syrians across the world are now circulating images of the bodies in hope of seeing slain loved ones whose fate had been a mystery.
At the morgue visited by The Associated Press on Wednesday in Damascus, families flocked to a wall where some of the pictures were pinned in a haunting gallery of the dead. Relatives desperately scanned the images for a recognizable face.

    


Mohammad Chaeeb never knew why his brother had been imprisoned. "We heard stories -- cannabis, organ trafficking, drugs, weapon trading. But he had nothing to do with any of that," he said.




He rushed to the morgue after another brother living in Turkey sent him a photo of a body that looked familiar. He was able to identify his brother by a mole under his ear and a half-amputated finger, an injury from when he was 12.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Standing over the body, he lifted the drape and gently pulled out his brother's left hand, examining it closely. "Here," he said, pointing to the stump.
Nearby, forensic workers worked rapidly to identify the bodies and hand them over to relatives.
Yasser Qasser, a forensic assistant at the morgue, said they received 40 bodies that morning from the hospital that were being fingerprinted and having DNA samples taken. The staff had already identified about eight, he said. "But dozens of families are arriving, and the numbers don't match."

    


Some bodies came from the notorious Saydnaya Prison, still dressed in prisoner uniforms, Qasser said.
His colleague, Dr. Abdallah Youssef, said identifying all of them would take time.
"We understand the suffering of the families, but we are working under immense pressure. The bodies were found in salt rooms, exposed to extreme cold," he said.
Morgue officials who examined the corpses have seen bullet wounds and marks that appeared to be the result of torture, he added.
An estimated 150,000 people have been detained or reported missing in Syria since 2011. Under Assad's rule, any whiff of dissent could send someone to prison immediately. For years, it was a sentence akin to death, as few ever emerged from the system.
Citing testimony from freed prisoners and prison officials, Amnesty International has reported that thousands of Syrians were killed in frequent mass executions. Prisoners were subjected to constant torture, intense beatings and rape. Inmates frequently died from injuries, disease or starvation. Some fell into psychosis and starved themselves, the human rights group said.

    


Among the bodies at the morgue Wednesday was Mazen al-Hamada, a Syrian activist who fled to Europe but returned to Syria in 2020 and was imprisoned upon arrival. His mangled corpse was found wrapped in a bloody sheet in Saydnaya.
As they searched the morgue, some families moved among the bodies, weeping quietly and pausing to look for familiar features. The bodies lay covered in white shrouds, each marked with a number and some bearing the label "unknown."
Hilala Meryeh, a 64-year-old Palestinian mother of four, stood in the dingy identification room, bags of bodies all around her. She had just found one of her sons.
She paused, screwed her eyes closed and turned her face toward the ceiling, murmuring a prayer. Her four boys were arrested by the former Syrian regime in 2013 during a crackdown on the Palestinian refugee camp of Yarmouk. She still needed to find three.
"I don't know where they are," she said. "Give me my children, search for my children!"

    


"Why did he do this to his people?" Meryeh cried out. "Imprison them, we wouldn't have objected. Try them, but to slaughter them?"
Other Syrians, like Imad Habbal, stood motionless in the morgue, coming to grips with the reality and injustice of their loss.
Habbal gazed at the body of his brother, Diaa Habbal.
"We came yesterday, and we found him dead," he said. "They killed him. Why? What was his crime? What did he ever do to them? Just because he came back to his country?"

Diaa Habbal, a Syrian who had been living in Saudi Arabia since 2003, returned to Damascus in mid-2024 to visit his family, his brother said. He was arrested by the Syrian military police six months ago on charges of evading military service.

    


With trembling hands, Imad Habbal lifted the covering, his voice breaking as he wept and spoke to his brother.
"I told you not to come," he said. "I wish you didn't come."
___
Associated Press writers Julia Frankel in Jerusalem and Sally Abou AlJoud in Beirut contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/syria-rebels-assad-morgues-death-c64f6f4f3e03e7d063dc90f03ccd4c4b
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2024 in pop culture: In a bruising year, we sought out fantasy, escapism -- and cute little animals
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            FILE - Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng plays with a zookeeper in the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)
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            FILE - Miles Mitchell, 21, winner of the Timothee Chalamet lookalike contest near Washington Square Park, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah, File)
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            FILE - Lily Gladstone poses in the press room with the award for best performance by an actress in a motion picture, drama for "Killers of the Flower Moon" at the 81st Golden Globe Awards on Sunday, Jan. 7, 2024, at the Beverly Hilton in Beverly Hills, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour on Friday, June 21, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Ryan Gosling performs the song "I'm Just Ken" from the movie "Barbie" during the Oscars on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 17 | 
            FILE - Zendaya, a cast member in "Challengers," poses at the premiere of the film at the Regency Village Theatre, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello File)
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            FILE - Ben Affleck, left, and Jennifer Lopez arrive at the premiere of "This Is Me... Now: A Love Story" on Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            Beyonce appears at the iHeartRadio Music Awards, Monday, April 1, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 17 | 
            FILE - American artist Snoop Dogg sits in the audience prior to the breaking competition at La Concorde Urban Park at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 9, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin, File)
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            FILE - Stephen Nedoroscik is introduced at the United States Gymnastics Olympic Trials on Saturday, June 29, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)
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            FILE - Australia's Rachael Gunn, known as B-Girl Raygun, competes during the Round Robin Battle at the breaking competition at La Concorde Urban Park at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 9, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin, File)
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            FILE - Charli XCX poses for photographers upon arrival at the Brit Awards 2024 in London, Saturday, March. 2, 2024. (Photo by Alberto Pezzali/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Ariana Grande, left, and Cynthia Erivo pose for the photographers prior to the the premiere of "Wicked" at Auditorio Nacional in Mexico City, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)
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            FILE - Chappell Roan performs "Good Luck, Babe" during the MTV Video Music Awards on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, at UBS Arena in Elmont, N.Y. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Participants take part in a Jeremy Allen White lookalike competition on Sunday, Nov. 17, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP, File)
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            Liam Gallagher performs at the Reading Music Festival, England on Aug. 29, 2021, left, and Noel Gallagher performs at the Glastonbury Festival in Worthy Farm, Somerset, England, on June 25, 2022. (AP Photo)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris appears on NBC's "Saturday Night Live," with Maya Rudolph, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024 in New York. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            FILE - Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng plays with a zookeeper in the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit, File)
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            FILE - Miles Mitchell, 21, winner of the Timothee Chalamet lookalike contest near Washington Square Park, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah, File)
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            FILE - Lily Gladstone poses in the press room with the award for best performance by an actress in a motion picture, drama for "Killers of the Flower Moon" at the 81st Golden Globe Awards on Sunday, Jan. 7, 2024, at the Beverly Hilton in Beverly Hills, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour on Friday, June 21, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Ryan Gosling performs the song "I'm Just Ken" from the movie "Barbie" during the Oscars on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Zendaya, a cast member in "Challengers," poses at the premiere of the film at the Regency Village Theatre, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello File)
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            FILE - Ben Affleck, left, and Jennifer Lopez arrive at the premiere of "This Is Me... Now: A Love Story" on Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            Beyonce appears at the iHeartRadio Music Awards, Monday, April 1, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            FILE - American artist Snoop Dogg sits in the audience prior to the breaking competition at La Concorde Urban Park at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 9, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin, File)
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            FILE - Stephen Nedoroscik is introduced at the United States Gymnastics Olympic Trials on Saturday, June 29, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)
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            FILE - Australia's Rachael Gunn, known as B-Girl Raygun, competes during the Round Robin Battle at the breaking competition at La Concorde Urban Park at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 9, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin, File)
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            FILE - Charli XCX poses for photographers upon arrival at the Brit Awards 2024 in London, Saturday, March. 2, 2024. (Photo by Alberto Pezzali/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Ariana Grande, left, and Cynthia Erivo pose for the photographers prior to the the premiere of "Wicked" at Auditorio Nacional in Mexico City, Monday, Nov. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)
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            FILE - Chappell Roan performs "Good Luck, Babe" during the MTV Video Music Awards on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, at UBS Arena in Elmont, N.Y. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 17

                                    
                                    FILE - Chappell Roan performs "Good Luck, Babe" during the MTV Video Music Awards on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, at UBS Arena in Elmont, N.Y. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 17 | 
            FILE - Participants take part in a Jeremy Allen White lookalike competition on Sunday, Nov. 17, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP, File)
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            Liam Gallagher performs at the Reading Music Festival, England on Aug. 29, 2021, left, and Noel Gallagher performs at the Glastonbury Festival in Worthy Farm, Somerset, England, on June 25, 2022. (AP Photo)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris appears on NBC's "Saturday Night Live," with Maya Rudolph, Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024 in New York. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- I'll get you, my pretty! And your little pygmy hippo, too!
Forgive us the shameless attempt to link the fantasy hit "Wicked" to the delightful Moo Deng. But, hear us out -- there's something the two have in common as the year draws to a close. Escapism. Whether we found it on the yellow brick road, or in videos from a Thailand zoo, or perhaps in unlikely Olympic heroes, we gravitated toward fantasy and feel-good pop culture moments this year. 
There were new trends, as always. "Brat summer" became a thing, as did "demure, mindful." And for some inexplicable reason, we became obsessed with celebrity lookalike contests.
There were breakups -- Bennifer is, again, a thing of the past -- and reunions: Oasis, please try to stay together for the tour. And some things stayed, remarkably, the same: Taylor Swift and Beyonce kept on breaking records and making history. 
So, after a year where much changed but some things held steady, here's our annual, very selective trip down pop culture memory lane:

    


January
It starts as a cheery tweet from a beloved "Sesame Street" figure: "ELMO is just checking in! How is everybody doing?" The answers hint at something deeper and more worrisome. "Not great, Elmo. Not great," says one milder reply. Doing much better is the viral phenomenon called "BARBENHEIMER," which makes its awards season debut at the GOLDEN GLOBES. But perhaps the most poignant moment comes from neither film: LILY GLADSTONE, first Indigenous winner of best actress in a drama for "Killers of the Flower Moon," begins her remarks in the language of her tribe, Blackfeet Nation. 
February




Valentine's Day -- a perfect time to settle into a sweet love saga via TikTok. Only that's not quite what we get with "Who TF Did I Marry?," REESA TEESA's depressing, fascinating, 50-part account of her disastrous marriage with a man who lied about absolutely everything. Meanwhile, if you're looking for a single week that encapsulates peak SWIFT cultural dominance, try this: she begins with the Grammys in Los Angeles (becoming the first artist to win album of the year four times AND announcing a new album), then heads to Tokyo for four tour dates, then jets back just in time for the Super Bowl in Las Vegas -- where she shares a passionate smooch with boyfriend TRAVIS KELCE on the field of victory.

    


March
"What was I made for?" BILLIE EILISH sings at the OSCARS, channeling BARBIE. And what was KEN made for? Not entirely clear -- but it's clear RYAN GOSLING was made to play him. His singalong version of "I'm Just Ken" is one of the most entertaining Oscar musical moments in years. Still, Christopher Nolan's "OPPENHEIMER" prevails, a rare case of the top prize going to a blockbuster studio film. Will it happen again in 2025? CYNTHIA ERIVO and ARIANA GRANDE sure hope so; as presenters, they make a sly reference to their upcoming juggernaut, "WICKED." Speaking of marketing, people are obsessed with that bizarre "DUNE" popcorn bucket. And BEYONCE carves her space in country music with "Act II: Cowboy Carter," which will make her the first Black woman to top the Billboard country chart.
April
Tennis, anyone? The game's been around for centuries, but it's having a cultural moment right now, helped mightily by "CHALLENGERS," the sweaty romance triangle starring ZENDAYA, MIKE FAIST and JOSH O'CONNOR (40-love? More like 40-sex.) Elsewhere, a new era dawns: At midnight, SWIFT drops "THE TORTURED POETS DEPARTMENT," then drops another 15 songs two hours later. The fascinating and disturbing "BABY REINDEER," the story of a struggling comedian's extended encounter with a stalker, debuts on Netflix.

    


May
It's MET GALA time -- or as it's known in 2024, another early marketing moment for "WICKED." ERIVO and GRANDE make fashion waves on the carpet and then musical ones at dinner, with a soulful performance of "When You Believe." If the "Wicked" tour is in full force, another one stops in its tracks: JENNIFER LOPEZ cancels her summer tour amid reports of both poor ticket sales and trouble in her marriage to BEN AFFLECK. It's been an eventful year for J.Lo, who's released an album and movie called "THIS IS ME ... NOW" -- both reflections on her renewed love with Affleck.

    


June
Welcome to BRAT SUMMER! CHARLI XCX releases her hit "Brat" album, with its lime green cover, and launches a thousand memes. Collins Dictionary defines "brat," its word of the year, as "characterized by a confident, independent, and hedonistic attitude." At the celeb-heavy SWIFT shows in London, we see PRINCE WILLIAM shaking it off, which is either charming or cringe, you decide. Even better: KELCE dons a top hat and tux and performs for one night. At another stadium across the pond, METS infielder JOSE IGLESIAS delights the crowd with his cheery number "OMG."

    


July
Bonjour, it's OLYMPICS time! In Paris! An audacious opening ceremony along the Seine is punctuated by a fabulous CELINE DION, perched on the EIFFEL TOWER, singing her heart out -- in the rain, too. Controversy swirls over a scene critics feel mocks Leonardo da Vinci's "The Last Supper" (organizers say it does not). Olympic stars are born -- including French swimming superstar LEON MARCHAND, rugby player ILONA MAHER, and bespectacled "pommel horse guy" gymnast STEPHEN NEDOROSCIK, who nets two bronze medals and comparisons to Clark Kent. Also capturing hearts: yep, MOO DENG, born this month. Her name means "bouncy pork."
August
This is them ... now: BENNIFER is no more. After two decades, two engagements and two weddings, J.Lo files for divorce. One union dissolves, another returns: OASIS announces a reunion tour. Will they be "DEMURE, MINDFUL"? Everyone seems to want to get in on TikToker JOOLS LEBRON'S act -- even the WHITE HOUSE press team. Back at the Olympics, in the new sport of breaking, we meet Australia's RAYGUN, arguably neither demure nor mindful with her "kangaroo" move. Cute animal alert: It's DECOY OHTANI's Major League debut! SHOHEI OHTANI's perky pooch does a great "first pitch."
September
One of the year's biggest breakout artists, CHAPPELL ROAN, withdraws from a music festival after speaking out about frightening fan interactions. And more on the price of fame: In an excruciating moment, "Bachelorette" JENN TRAN, the franchise's first Asian American lead, is forced to sit through a painful viewing of her proposal to her chosen suitor, after tearfully explaining how he'd later dumped her over the phone. Tran is keeping busy though -- she's announced as part of the new "Dancing with the Stars" lineup. Also on the list: rugby player Maher, and Pommel Horse Guy! Also, ANNA SOROKIN, dancing with an ankle monitor. Online fandom, meanwhile, is shaken when X is temporarily suspended in Brazil and celebrity stan accounts post tearful farewells, revealing to many across the globe that their favorite accounts are run by Brazilians. 
October
"Dune" Chalamets! "Wonka" Chalamets! Thousands gather in Manhattan for a TIMOTHEE CHALAMET lookalike contest, and things really get interesting when Chalamet himself shows up. He doesn't enter the contest, though, and with his mustache, he may not even have won. The trend continues with contests for JEREMY ALLEN WHITE, ZAYN MALIK, and -- in a very Washington version -- Kennedy scion JACK SCHLOSSBERG, who's been gathering a following with some interesting social media posts. Turning to basketball, who's that dancing with USHER? Why it's ELLIE THE ELEPHANT, the now-viral NEW YORK LIBERTY mascot.
November
MAYA RUDOLPH does a pretty good KAMALA HARRIS laugh on "Saturday Night Live," but you know who does it better? HARRIS herself. The Democratic candidate makes a surprise cameo three days before the U.S. presidential election, following in the footsteps of HILLARY CLINTON, SARAH PALIN and others. Elsewhere in television, Bravo announces that "VANDERPUMP RULES," the Emmy-nominated reality show that has lived through countless scandals, is entirely recasting its 12th season -- apart from namesake LISA VANDERPUMP. As for MOO DENG, she doesn't have her own TV series yet, but our favorite pygmy hippo is generating plenty of merch. And THAT brings us back to ....
December

"WICKED"! Director JON M. CHU'S emerald-hued fantasy remains very very popular, to quote one of its buzzy show tunes, dancing through life and defying gravity at the multiplex. Moviegoers also come for "GLADIATOR II" and, in a veritable tidal wave, Disney's "MOANA 2," which beckons us back to the seas of Oceania. Once again, 2024 seems to be telling us: Give people some whimsy, a place to escape, maybe some catchy tunes -- and no one knows how far they'll go.
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Still rockin': As a singer turns 80, the Christmas song she sang as a teen is a holiday staple
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                    This combination of images shows singer Brenda Lee at the 57th Annual CMA Awards on Nov. 8, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn., and Brenda Lee at fourteen, in London on April 5, 1959. (AP Photo)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Her memories of recording "Rockin' Around the Christmas Tree" are a little hazy. She remembers the producer placing decorations around the studio and blasting the air conditioner on a warm Nashville day to create a holiday spirit. The musicians, she recalls, nailed it in a couple of takes.
That's about it. After all, Brenda Lee was 13 years old at the time -- and it was 66 years ago, in 1958.
Somewhat implausibly, her celebration of a "Christmas party hop" is more popular today than ever before. It's an unusual trajectory, even accounting for the fact that music listeners during the holiday season tend to embrace songs they've known for years.
"Rockin'" eclipsed Mariah Carey's perennial favorite "All I Want for Christmas is You" last December to top the Billboard music chart and make Lee, at age 78, the oldest woman to achieve that feat. A week later, following a birthday, she beat her own mark. Kendrick Lamar likely stands in her way of doing it again this year.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Still rockin': As a singer turns 80, the Christmas song she sang as a teen is a holiday staple
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Margie Szaroleta reports on the long history of Brenda Lee's song "Rockin' Around The Christmas Tree."

    


    


Another record: Sixty-five years represented the longest interval between a record being released and making it to No. 1.
"It is a good song," Lee told The Associated Press. "It's a song that anybody can sing. You can join in, you can sing it, everyone is happy. I sure am glad that I have it. I never thought in my life that a Christmas song would be my legacy. But I'll take it."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    


'An ear worm on steroids'
It's a phenomenon that music journalist Holly Gleason noticed recently while stopping for coffee in Florida. The song came over the loudspeaker and the room -- parents, kids, hipsters -- erupted in singing and laughter. "It's kind of an ear worm on steroids," said Gleason, whose 2017 book "Woman Walk the Line: How the Women in Country Music Changed Our Lives" featured Lee, among others.
The song manages the neat trick of sounding retro yet not dated. Sweet guitar licks snake around Lee's voice in the original recording. Boots Randolph's saxophone solo drives it home. The party flies by quickly, the song over in two minutes, six seconds.
Composer Johnny Marks already had some seasonal hits to his credit, including "Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer" and "A Holly Jolly Christmas." He specifically sought out Lee for his new song in 1958 and it's easy to see why: Who better to convey its innocence and spirit than a 13-year-old girl at the forefront of the Baby Boom? Rock 'n' roll was in its infancy then, too.
In the song, Lee sings about "mistletoe hung where you can see, every couple tries to stop."
In real life, she hadn't experienced her first kiss. "Lord, no," she said. "Not to say I didn't want to. I wasn't even allowed to date until I was 16."
What is the 'new old-fashioned way,' anyway?
The song hits plenty of holiday reference points -- pumpkin pie, caroling, boughs of holly. You can overlook the part of the chorus that doesn't make much sense: what is the "new old-fashioned way," exactly?
The simplicity of "Rockin' Around the Christmas Tree" is a big part of its appeal, said Nathaniel Sloan, a musicologist at the University of Southern California and co-host of the "Switched on Pop" podcast. Like many successful holiday songs, it evokes nostalgia for a happier, more peaceful time -- even if that's more imagination than reality, he said.

    


The style is more rockabilly than traditional rock or country, and Sloan believes that has much to do with why it continues to sound fresh.
"The thing that has always stunned me about the song is that you're listening to a 13-year-old's performance, and it doesn't sound that way to me," he said. "There's a depth to the vocal, even a weathered quality, that I can't believe she was so young. It's pitch-perfect."
For all of its success, the song was barely noticed upon its release in 1958. Not until two years later, when Lee's profile was higher through hits like "I'm Sorry," did it make the music charts. Its biggest boost came 40 years after that, when "Rockin' Around the Christmas Tree" was featured in the hit movie "Home Alone." The movie itself has become a holiday staple, giving more exposure to the song each year.
Her record company continues to push the song, recording a video in 2023 that included guest appearances by Tanya Tucker and Trisha Yearwood. This year it has released "Noche Buena Y Navidad," a Spanish-language version using artificial intelligence to create a vocal derived from Lee's voice.

    


The record company is throwing Lee a birthday party
Universal Music is holding a party for her in Nashville to celebrate her 80th birthday on Wednesday. "She's just a force and a character," said Cindy Mabe, the company's chairwoman and CEO. "She's full of spunk in the same way that 13-year-old girl was."
"Rockin' Around the Christmas Tree" made the Grammy Hall of Fame in 2019. It has been streamed more than 2.5 billion times globally and certified seven times Platinum, meaning at least seven million copies sold. Kelly Clarkson, Miley Cyrus, Meghan Trainor, Kacey Musgraves and the duo of Darlene Love & Ronnie Spector are among the artists who've covered it.

    


Lee has sung it countless times over the years, most recently at a charity event last year. It made her concert setlist even in the heat of summer. How much money the song has earned is murky; the record company wouldn't talk about it. The bulk of its income would likely go to Marks' estate.
"It has never been a money thing for me," Lee said. "It's been a love thing. The money is great, yes, and I'm grateful. But I would be singing it on the corner for pennies because that's what I love to do."
____

David Bauder writes about the intersection of media and entertainment for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
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            FILE - South Korea's Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul, right, looks on as South Korea's Defense Minister Kim Yong Hyun speaks during a news conference in Ottawa, Ontario, on Nov. 1, 2024. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            South Korea's National Police Agency Commissioner General Cho Ji Ho speaks at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Ryu Hyung-seok/Yonhap via AP)
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            Participants gather to stage a rally demanding South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment, in front of the headquarters of the ruling People Power Party in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. The banners read "Immediately impeachment Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A traffic police office walks near the National Assembly as a rally demanding South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment is taking place, in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Participants gather to stage a rally demanding South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment, in front of the headquarters of the ruling People Power Party in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            FILE - South Korea's Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul, right, looks on as South Korea's Defense Minister Kim Yong Hyun speaks during a news conference in Ottawa, Ontario, on Nov. 1, 2024. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 10

                                    
                                    FILE - South Korea's Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul, right, looks on as South Korea's Defense Minister Kim Yong Hyun speaks during a news conference in Ottawa, Ontario, on Nov. 1, 2024. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 10 | 
            South Korea's National Police Agency Commissioner General Cho Ji Ho speaks at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Ryu Hyung-seok/Yonhap via AP)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's previous defense minister was stopped from attempting suicide while in detention over last week's martial law declaration, officials said Wednesday, as President Yoon Suk Yeol's office resisted a police attempt to search the compound. 
The main liberal opposition Democratic Party is pushing for a new motion to impeach Yoon for his Dec. 3 decree that imposed martial law in South Korea for the first time in more than four decades. Its first impeachment attempt against Yoon last Saturday failed after ruling party lawmakers boycotted the vote. The party said it plans to submit the new motion on Thursday to set up a vote on Saturday. 
Yoon's ill-conceived power grab has paralyzed South Korean politics, frozen its foreign policy and rattled financial markets. On Wednesday, rival North Korea's state media for the first time reported about the turmoil across the border, but the country hasn't shown any suspicious activities. 

    


Shin Yong Hae, commissioner general of the Korea Correctional Service, told lawmakers that former Defense Minister Kim Yong Hyun tried to kill himself the previous night at a detention center in Seoul. He said correctional officers stopped him and that he was in stable condition.




Kim was arrested by prosecutors early Wednesday on allegations of playing a key role in a rebellion and committing abuse of power. He became the first person formally arrested over the martial law decree.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Ex-defense chief in South Korea tried to kill himself after being arrested over martial law
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on South Korea's ex-defense minister.

    


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Kim, one of Yoon's close associates, has been accused of recommending martial law to Yoon and sending troops to the National Assembly to block lawmakers from voting on it. Enough lawmakers eventually managed to enter a parliament chamber and they unanimously rejected Yoon's decree, forcing the Cabinet to lift it before daybreak on Dec. 4.
Kim said in a statement on Tuesday that he "deeply apologizes for causing significant anxiety" to the public. He said all responsibility for the martial law imposition rests with him and pleaded for leniency for soldiers deployed to enforce it.
Prosecutors have up to 20 days to determine whether to indict Kim.

    


Yoon's office blocks search of presidential compound 
Later Wednesday, police detained National Police Agency Commissioner General Cho Ji Ho and Kim Bong-sik, head of Seoul's metropolitan police. They were accused of deploying police forces to parliament to block lawmakers from voting.
The main focus of the investigation is finding whether Yoon, Kim and others involved in imposing martial law committed rebellion. A conviction for rebellion carries a maximum penalty of death.
South Korean police said they sent officers to search Yoon's office on Wednesday to look for any evidence related to the martial law introduction. But investigators failed to enter the office as of Wednesday evening, about six hours after their arrival, senior police officer Lee Ho-young told the parliament. 
Some observers earlier said that the presidential security service won't likely permit searches of Yoon's office, citing a law that prohibits searches of sites with state secrets without approval from those in charge of those areas.

    


Yoon on Saturday apologized over the martial law decree, saying that he won't avoid legal or political responsibility for it. He said he would leave it to his party to chart a course through the country's political turmoil, "including matters related to my term in office."
The leader of Yoon's ruling party later vowed to arrange the president's stable exit from office, saying the party will coordinate with Cabinet members over state affairs and that Yoon will be sidelined from duties. 
The comments were criticized as unrealistic and unconstitutional, and caused widespread questions about who is in charge of South Korea and its military at a time of heightened tensions with North Korea. The Justice Ministry on Tuesday banned Yoon from leaving the country as he faces investigations.
Vice Defense Minister Kim Seon Ho reiterated Wednesday that Yoon remains in charge of the military. But Yoon hasn't been involved in any major official activities since lifting martial law, except for accepting resignation offers by officials involved in the martial law case and appointing the head for the country's Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

    


A view from North Korea 
A Wednesday article from the North's state news agency reported about the South Korean political chaos and protests triggered by Yoon's martial law decree. The report mostly attempted to explain the South Korean events, though it called Yoon "a traitor" and his military "gangsters."
Many experts say North Korea is sensitive to the domestic spread of news on major anti-government protests in foreign countries, because its own people have no official access to international news and could be affected by such events. The U.S. State Department said Monday that the U.S.-South Korean alliance remains "iron-clad" and that Washington is committed to the peace and security of the Korean Peninsula.

    


In his martial law announcement, the conservative Yoon stressed a need to rebuild the country by eliminating "shameless North Korea followers and anti-state forces," a reference to his liberal rivals who control parliament. Since taking office in 2022, Yoon has had near-constant friction with the Democratic Party, which introduced motions to impeach some of his top officials and launched a political offensive over scandals involving Yoon and his wife.
Opposition parties and many experts say the martial law decree was unconstitutional. They say a president is by law allowed to declare martial law only during wartime or similar emergency situations, but South Korea wasn't in such a predicament. They argue that deploying troops to seal the National Assembly to suspend its political activities amounted to rebellion because the constitution doesn't allow a president to use the military to suspend parliament in any situation. 

If Yoon is impeached, his presidential powers would be suspended until the Constitutional Court decides whether to restore his powers or remove him from office. If he is dismissed from office, a new presidential election would be required.
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            Reem Ajour says she last saw her husband and then 4-year-old daughter in March, when Israeli soldiers raided a family home in northern Gaza. She is haunted by those chaotic last moments, when the soldiers ordered her to go - to leave behind Talal and Masaa, both wounded. Their cases -- a fraction of the thousands who have gone missing during the 14-month-long war. (AP Video shot by Abed Al-Kareem Hana and Mohammad Jahjouh/Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Sitting next to her son Wael, left, Reem Ajour shows a picture of her daughter, Masaa, and her husband, Talal, on her cellphone in a camp outside Zuweida, Gaza Strip, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Reem Ajour walks with her son, Wael, at a camp outside Zuweida, Gaza Strip, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Ahmed Algharbli shows the area where he last saw his father, Mahmoud Alghrabli, in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Sabah Alghrabli shows a key chain with a picture of her husband, Mahmoud Alghrabli, at her home in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Sabah Alghrabli shows some documents of her husband, Mahmoud Alghrabli, at her home in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Israeli soldiers operate inside the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Feb. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)
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            An Israeli soldier stands guard in Khan Younis, Jan. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Sam McNeil, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        These Palestinians disappeared after encounters with Israeli troops in Gaza

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 8

                                    
                                    Reem Ajour says she last saw her husband and then 4-year-old daughter in March, when Israeli soldiers raided a family home in northern Gaza. She is haunted by those chaotic last moments, when the soldiers ordered her to go - to leave behind Talal and Masaa, both wounded. Their cases -- a fraction of the thousands who have gone missing during the 14-month-long war. (AP Video shot by Abed Al-Kareem Hana and Mohammad Jahjouh/Production by Wafaa Shurafa)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 8 | 
            Sitting next to her son Wael, left, Reem Ajour shows a picture of her daughter, Masaa, and her husband, Talal, on her cellphone in a camp outside Zuweida, Gaza Strip, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Reem Ajour walks with her son, Wael, at a camp outside Zuweida, Gaza Strip, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Ahmed Algharbli shows the area where he last saw his father, Mahmoud Alghrabli, in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8

                                    
                                    Ahmed Algharbli shows the area where he last saw his father, Mahmoud Alghrabli, in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            Sabah Alghrabli shows a key chain with a picture of her husband, Mahmoud Alghrabli, at her home in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Sabah Alghrabli shows some documents of her husband, Mahmoud Alghrabli, at her home in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Israeli soldiers operate inside the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Feb. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)
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            An Israeli soldier stands guard in Khan Younis, Jan. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Sam McNeil, File)
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- Reem Ajour says she last saw her husband and then 4-year-old daughter in March, when Israeli soldiers raided a family home in northern Gaza. She is haunted by those chaotic last moments, when the soldiers ordered her to go - to leave behind Talal and Masaa, both wounded.
Eight months later, the 23-year-old mother still has no answers about their fate. The military says it does not have them. Troops leveled the house where they were staying soon after the raid.
"I am living and dead at the same time," she said, breaking down in sobs. 
Ajour is one of dozens of Palestinians that an Israeli legal group, Hamoked, is helping in their search for family members who went missing after being separated by Israeli soldiers during raids and arrests in the Gaza Strip.
Their cases -- a fraction of the estimated thousands who have gone missing during the 14-month-long war -- highlight a lack of accountability in how the Israeli military deals with Palestinians during ground operations in Gaza, Hamoked says. 

    


Throughout the war, the military has conducted what amounts to a mass sifting of the Palestinian population as it raids homes and shelters and sends people through checkpoints. Troops round up and detain men, from dozens to several hundreds at a time, searching for any they suspect of Hamas ties, while forcing their families away, toward other parts of Gaza. The result is families split apart, often amid the chaos of fighting.




But the military has not made clear how it keeps track of everyone it separates, arrests or detains. Even if troops transfer Palestinians to military detention inside Israel, they can hold them incommunicado for more than two months -- their whereabouts unknown to families or lawyers, according to rights groups.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
When people vanish, it's nearly impossible to know what happened, Hamoked says. 

    


"We've never had a situation of mass forced disappearance from Gaza, with no information provided for weeks and weeks to families," said Jessica Montell, the director of Hamoked. Israel's High Court of Justice has refused to intervene to get answers, despite Hamoked's petitions, she said. 
Asked by The Associated Press about the cases of Ajour and two other families it interviewed, the Israeli military declined comment.
4-year-old Masaa Ajour was shot, then separated from her mother
The Ajours were sheltering at a home in Gaza City that belonged to Talal's family after being displaced from their own house earlier in the war. Israeli troops raided the home on March 24, opening fire as they burst in, Ajour said. 
Ajour, who was three months pregnant, was shot in the stomach. Talal was wounded in his leg, bleeding heavily. Masaa lay passed out, shot in the shoulder - though Ajour said she saw her still breathing.
As one soldier bandaged the little girl's wound, another pointed his gun in Ajour's face and told her to head out of Gaza City.
She said she pleaded that she couldn't leave Masaa and Talal, but the soldier screamed: "Go south!"
With no choice, Ajour collected her younger son and went down to the street. "It was all in a blink of an eye. It was all so fast," she said. Still bleeding, she walked for two and a half hours, clutching her son.

    


When they reached a hospital in central Gaza, doctors treated her stomach wound and found her fetus' pulse. Weeks later, doctors found the pulse had gone. She miscarried.
Ajour said that several weeks later, a Palestinian released from a prison in southern Israel told her family he had heard her husband's name called out over a loudspeaker among a list of detainees. 
The rumor has kept her hope alive, but the military told Hamoked it had no record of Masaa or Talal being detained.
Another possibility is that they died on the scene, but no one has been able to search the rubble of the family's building to determine if any bodies are there.
The storming of their building came as Israeli forces were battling Hamas fighters in surrounding streets while raiding nearby Shifa Hospital, where it claimed the militants were based. Troops cleared families out of nearby homes and often then destroyed or set the buildings ablaze, according to witnesses at the time.

    


The military itself may not know what happened to Ajour's husband and daughter, said Montell of Hamoked.
"That illustrates a broader problem," she said.
Ajour and her son now shelter in a tent camp outside the central Gaza town of Zuweida.
Masaa, she said, "was my first joy" -- with blond hair and olive-colored eyes, a face "white like the moon."
Masaa's fifth birthday was in July, Ajour said, sobbing. "She turned five while she is not with me." 
Does the military document what troops do in Gaza?
Under a wartime revision to Israeli law, Palestinians from Gaza taken to military detention in Israel can be held for over two months without access to the outside world.
Israel says the law is necessary to handle the unprecedented number of detainees as it seeks to destroy Hamas following the Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel that killed 1,200 and took around 250 people hostage inside Gaza. The military has transferred some 1,770 of its Gaza detainees to civilian prisons, according to rights groups, but it has not revealed the number still in its detention. 

    


Milena Ansari, a researcher at Human Rights Watch, said Israel is obligated under international law to document what happens during every home raid and detention. But the military is not transparent about the information it collects on detainees or on how many it is holding, she said. 
Hamoked has asked the military for the whereabouts of 900 missing Palestinians. The military confirmed around 500 of them were detained in Israel. It said it had no record of detaining the other 400.
The group petitioned Israel's High Court of Justice seeking answers in 52 cases, including that of Masaa and two other children, where witnesses testified that the missing were handled by troops before their disappearances. 
"The judges just dismiss the cases, without even inquiring what measures might be necessary to prevent such cases in the future," said Montell.
A court spokesperson said it often asks the military to provide additional information but isn't authorized to investigate if the military says it is not detaining them.
In the cases of three missing adult Palestinians presented by Hamoked, the military first claimed it was not holding them, then found records of them being detained after being pressed by Hamoked to double-check.
In another case, military police discovered that two Palestinians they had initially denied holding -- a father and his adult son -- had died in Israeli custody. The U.N. Human Rights Office says at least 53 Palestinians are known to have died in Israeli detention during the war.
Ailing with cancer, Mahmoud Alghrabli disappeared after raid
The last time the Alghrabli family saw their 76-year-old patriarch, Mahmoud Alghrabli, was when Israeli troops stormed their district in Khan Younis on Feb. 4. The soldiers ordered residents out of the area. The Alghrablis had to carry Mahmoud, suffering from cancer, out of their building on a chair, his son Ahmed Algharbli told the AP.
After detaining some men, the soldiers ordered the rest to leave. Mahmoud Alghrabli made it to a sand mound near the house. Ahmed Algharbli said his brother went to help the father, but soldiers shouted at him to leave.
"He left our father by force, or he would have been shot," he said. 
The family returned a month later. There was no trace of Mahmoud. Ahmed Algharbli said he "walked meter by meter" searching for traces, finding bones but not knowing whose they were. He keeps them wrapped in a piece of cloth at home. 
Hamoked was told by the military there was no indication of him in Israeli detention.
"By God, I don't sleep at night," said Mahmoud's wife, Sabah Abdul-Salam. Whether he was arrested or killed, she said, "let us know, we will rest."
Mahmoud Almoqayed vanished while searching for his family
The only traces left of another missing man, 77-year-old Mahmoud Almoqayed, are his torn shirt and pants with his ID in the pocket. They were found in the dirt near the school where he and his family were sheltering when it was raided by Israeli troops on May 23 in the northern town of Beit Lahiya.
The soldiers released Almoqayed and sent him and other men to another shelter, said his son, Rani Almoqayed, a doctor working in Saudi Arabia who pieced together the account from witnesses and family members.
Once at the second shelter, the elderly Almoqayed immediately turned back, determined to find his wife and grandchildren left behind at the school, witnesses told his son. It was dark, well after 1 a.m., and troops were all around the area. Almoqayed was never seen by his family again.
Weeks later, his family found his abandoned clothes. They also found skulls and body parts nearby, Rani Almoqayed said.
The military police told Hamoked it had no indication Almoqayed was detained.

Rani Almoqayed believes it's possible his father was killed and Israeli troops took the body. Since December 2023, the military has returned at least 318 bodies and a sack of body parts to Gaza after seizing them to search for hostages, a senior U.N. official in Gaza told the AP, speaking anonymously to discuss confidential matters.
The bodies, with no identification and often decomposed, are buried in anonymous mass graves.
The family had Mahmoud Almoqayed declared officially dead, his son said.
"But the doubt will not stop and one's heart won't ease unless they see the body."
___
El Deeb reported from Beirut, and Frankel from Jerusalem.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-gaza-hamas-war-missing-military-court-f5a8633d750e496e1fe91dd07fa71a4f
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            Sexual abuse and harassment by coaches and others who held positions of power over women on the U.S. Biathlon team were ignored or excused over decades by officials more concerned with winning medals, according to Olympians and other biathletes interviewed by The Associated Press. (AP Video by Martha Bellisle, Jenny Kane, Manuel Valdes)
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            This combination of images shows Joan Wilder on Nov. 22, 2024, Grace Boutot on Oct. 17, 2024, and Joanne Reid on Jan. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, Steven Senne, Darko Bandic)
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            Grace Boutot, who won a silver medal at the 2009 Youth World Championships, stands for a photograph in her home, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Grace Boutot, who won a silver medal in the Youth World Championships in 2009, displays targets from her time as a biathlon competitor, at her home in Boston, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            In this 2010 photo provided by Julia Bayly biathlete Grace Boutot practices at the 10th Mountain Ski Center in Fort Kent, Maine. (Julia Bayly via AP)
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            In this 2009 photo provided by Karen Gorman, biathlete Grace Boutot, left, of Fort Kent, Maine, displays her silver medal from the Youth Women Biathlon World Championships, while standing with coach Gary Colliander, right, in Fort Kent. (Karen Gorman via AP)
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            Grace Boutot, who won a silver medal in the Youth World Championships in 2009, displays a few of her medals from competitions, Oct. 17, 2024, at her home in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Biathlon competition medals, credentials, and media clippings belonging to Grace Boutot, silver medalist in Youth World Championships in 2009, are displayed for a photograph at her home, Oct. 17, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Two-time Olympian Joan Wilder poses for a photo at her home on Nov. 22, 2024, in Bend, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Two-time Olympian Joan Wilder looks at memorabilia at her home on Nov. 22, 2024, in Bend, Ore., including an image of her competing at bottom right. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            11 of 15 | 
            Two-time Olympian Joan Wilder looks through records from her time on the U.S. Biathlon team at her home including a taped conversation on Nov. 22, 2024, in Bend, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 15 | 
            Two-time Olympian Joan Wilder skis at the Meissner Nordic Community Ski Area within the Deschutes National Forest on Nov. 22, 2024, in Deschutes County near Bend, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Joanne Reid, left, of the United States, shoots during the women's 4x6 km relay competition at the IBU World Biathlon Championships, in Ostersund, Sweden, March 16, 2019. (Jessica Gow/TT via AP, File)
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            Joanne Reid, of the United States, competes during the women's 7.5 km sprint competition at the Biathlon World Cup event in Pokljuka, Slovenia, on Jan. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic, File)
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            FILE -- Joanne Reid, left, of the United States, and compatriot Deedra Irwin embrace at the finish line during the women's 4 x 6 km relay race at the biathlon World Cup in Anterselva, Italy, Jan. 22, 2022. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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            This combination of images shows Joan Wilder on Nov. 22, 2024, Grace Boutot on Oct. 17, 2024, and Joanne Reid on Jan. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, Steven Senne, Darko Bandic)
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            Grace Boutot, who won a silver medal at the 2009 Youth World Championships, stands for a photograph in her home, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 15

                                    
                                    Grace Boutot, who won a silver medal at the 2009 Youth World Championships, stands for a photograph in her home, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 15 | 
            Grace Boutot, who won a silver medal in the Youth World Championships in 2009, displays targets from her time as a biathlon competitor, at her home in Boston, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            In this 2010 photo provided by Julia Bayly biathlete Grace Boutot practices at the 10th Mountain Ski Center in Fort Kent, Maine. (Julia Bayly via AP)
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            Grace Boutot, who won a silver medal in the Youth World Championships in 2009, displays a few of her medals from competitions, Oct. 17, 2024, at her home in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Biathlon competition medals, credentials, and media clippings belonging to Grace Boutot, silver medalist in Youth World Championships in 2009, are displayed for a photograph at her home, Oct. 17, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Two-time Olympian Joan Wilder poses for a photo at her home on Nov. 22, 2024, in Bend, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Two-time Olympian Joan Wilder looks at memorabilia at her home on Nov. 22, 2024, in Bend, Ore., including an image of her competing at bottom right. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Two-time Olympian Joan Wilder looks through records from her time on the U.S. Biathlon team at her home including a taped conversation on Nov. 22, 2024, in Bend, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Two-time Olympian Joan Wilder skis at the Meissner Nordic Community Ski Area within the Deschutes National Forest on Nov. 22, 2024, in Deschutes County near Bend, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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            Joanne Reid, left, of the United States, shoots during the women's 4x6 km relay competition at the IBU World Biathlon Championships, in Ostersund, Sweden, March 16, 2019. (Jessica Gow/TT via AP, File)
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            Joanne Reid, of the United States, competes during the women's 7.5 km sprint competition at the Biathlon World Cup event in Pokljuka, Slovenia, on Jan. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic, File)
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            FILE -- Joanne Reid, left, of the United States, and compatriot Deedra Irwin embrace at the finish line during the women's 4 x 6 km relay race at the biathlon World Cup in Anterselva, Italy, Jan. 22, 2022. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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                                        Sexual abuse and harassment by coaches and others who held positions of power over women on the U.S. Biathlon team have been dismissed, ignored or excused over decades by officials more concerned with winning medals than holding offenders accountable, according to a half-dozen former Olympians and other biathletes.
And while the men involved climbed the ranks of the sport, these women -- who described a culture of abuse dating back to the 1990s -- told The Associated Press they were forced to end their racing careers early. 
One coach resigned after the young biathlete he was accused of sexually abusing attempted suicide, but he was later hired to coach the U.S. Paralympic team. 
Max Cobb, who the women say was informed but failed to address the claims, went from U.S. domestic team manager to CEO of the U.S. Biathlon Association and is now secretary general of the International Biathlon Union, the worldwide governing body of the sport, which combines cross-country skiing on trails with target shooting.

    


Two male coaches and a former racer on the men's biathlon team confirmed the culture of misogyny described by the women, who all said they faced retaliation for speaking up.




"My safety on the team was clearly secondary to a top-down power structure focused on image, medals and marketing," said two-time Olympian Joan Wilder, 58, who said her coach got away with trying to sexually assault her in 1990 despite her complaints to Cobb.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Grace Boutot, a 2009 Youth World Championship silver medalist, said her reports to Cobb and other officials about abuse committed by two coaches, beginning when she was 15, also went unheeded, eventually leading to a suicide attempt. 
"U.S. Biathlon leadership always seems to choose to support the predators instead of the person who was abused," the now 33-year-old Boutot said.
The women came forward after the AP reported that Olympian Joanne Reid was sexually abused and harassed for years, according to findings by the U.S. Center for SafeSport, a watchdog group created to investigate sex-abuse allegations in Olympic sports in the aftermath of the Larry Nassar U.S. Gymnastics scandal.

    


The AP generally does not identify victims of sexual abuse except in cases where they publicly identify themselves or share their stories openly, as these women have.
Reid told the AP her repeated complaints to top U.S. Biathlon officials, which were relayed to Cobb, were ignored for three years.
Cobb denied the women's allegations that he failed to act. "During my 33 years at U.S. Biathlon, athlete safety was always fundamental to me and I can't recall ever hearing from athletes or others that my efforts in this regard were not appropriate," he said in an email to the AP.
Cobb declined to be interviewed to respond to specific allegations raised by the women, saying it would be a violation of SafeSport's code.
However, an independent investigation ordered by U.S. Biathlon into team culture and safety following the AP report found biathletes faced "misogynistic" behavior while racing and feared retaliation if they came forward with their concerns. 

    


The assessment by outside auditor Vestry Laight, released last week, said the athletes surveyed described a sport "dominated by men who have a very different outlook on how to treat women" and criticized the "lack of attention paid to create a respectful environment."
Biathlon officials said they were adopting an "action plan" in response to the auditor's report, including workshops with staff and athletes to define core values and create a way to measure progress.
SafeSport interviews also confirmed the sexualized atmosphere. U.S. Biathlon team psychologist Sean McCann described "a European boys club culture" in the watchdog group's 2022 report on the Reid case, with some men sharing sexual comments and other explicit content on a private WhatsApp group.

    


Turning a blind eye in pursuit of elusive Olympic medals, athletes say
Biathlon is the only winter sport for which the U.S. has never won an Olympic medal. Desperate to excel in the European-dominated sport, U.S. officials hired European coaches and staff, and turned a blind eye when women raised claims of sexual harassment or abuse on the team, all those interviewed said. 
In 1990, to prepare for the first-ever women's biathlon race at the Olympics, U.S. officials hired German biathlete Walter Pichler, a 1984 Olympic bronze medalist, to coach the U.S. women's team.
During a training camp in Montana that year, the team went out one night but then 20-year-old Wilder said she went to bed early. She suddenly woke to someone on her back. Pichler was holding her down and trying to force her to have sex, she said in a complaint filed with SafeSport.
Pichler denied trying to sexually assault Wilder. "This is unbelievable," he told AP. "I'm speechless. If this comes out, it does damage to me."
"I always had a super relationship with Joanie, or with all the athletes, all the female, the men athletes. All of them." 

    


Wilder said she chased Pichler from her room and reported it to then-team manager Cobb. He showed concern, she said, "but didn't consider it discipline-worthy." Cobb justified Pichler's behavior by saying he didn't know U.S. laws or culture, she said.
"I recall pressing Max Cobb about sending Walter back to Germany. The conversation didn't last long," said Wilder, who competed under her maiden name Guetschow. Pichler's visa had taken two years to secure, he told her, "and we were so close to the Olympics. We needed their expertise to perform well."
"The message I felt, and it hurt, was not to harm the team, organization, Olympics over a very inconvenient 'incident,'" she said. "Basically, shut up for the team's sake."
Wilder said in her SafeSport complaint that she faced retaliation for pressing the issue of firing Pichler. "I was targeted as a 'problem' athlete," she said, in the complaint. 
She said her rifle disappeared, her skis went to another athlete, and she was temporarily bumped from the 1994 Olympic team, then dropped from the national team before the 1998 Olympics without being told. That put her health insurance at risk. She had undergone heart surgery, so losing coverage with a pre-existing condition was catastrophic, she said. 
She called Cobb in distress.
"Max ended the conversation with, 'Well, if you write a letter to the U.S. Olympic Committee and say that you're resigning from biathlon, I'll extend your medical insurance,'" she told the AP. She hung up, she said, deciding she didn't have any fight left. 
"It was time for me to move on."
Two coaches prey on teenage Maine biathlete, she says
Boutot grew up homeschooled and mostly isolated from others her age in Fort Kent, Maine, a town of 4,000 on the Canadian border. The Maine Winter Sports Center ran a world-class Nordic ski facility there used by U.S. Biathlon.
Boutot was 12 when she was recruited into the program in 2003. She started racing biathlon the next year and began training with newly hired coach Gary Colliander when she was 15.
Colliander gave her a lot of coaching attention, but also a lot of hugs, she said. Her parents had divorced and she rarely saw her father, so she appreciated his support. 
"I didn't think he would do anything to hurt me," she told the AP of Colliander, who was 15 years her senior.
As she got older, she said, his attention increased. He invited her to his home, massaged her legs and rubbed her back and buttocks, she said. He was married, but his wife lived part time in Colorado.
The conduct escalated after she turned 18 to "kissing, sexual fondling and oral sex," according to a treatment summary by therapist Jacqueline Pauli-Ritz, shared with the AP. 
Boutot said she begged him to stop but Colliander ignored her. She said he warned her against telling anyone, saying his life would be ruined and her biathlon career would end. 
She loved racing, and felt trapped; to compete internationally she needed her coach's recommendation: "I didn't know what to do," she said. 
She became severely depressed and started cutting herself, according to the therapist's notes. In September 2010, Pauli-Ritz contacted Colliander and told him Boutot was suffering from major depression and post-traumatic stress disorder and he should stop coaching her, the treatment summary said.
"He did not do this until after the suicide attempt," Pauli-Ritz wrote, referring to Boutot's Oct. 7, 2010, overdose on antidepressants while at a training camp in Soldier Hollow, Utah. She was found by a teammate and hospitalized.
The next day, Colliander resigned. He took a coaching job in Colorado and was hired in December 2016 by the U.S. Paralympic team, where he is associate director of high performance for U.S. Paralympics Nordic Skiing.
Colliander did not respond to phone messages and emails seeking comment. 
In October 2010, Boutot informed the CEO and the vice president of the Maine Winter Sports Center about the abuse by Colliander, according to a letter she sent to the sports center's board. But, she said, there was no investigation. 
Boutot said she also faced abuse by then-U.S. Biathlon junior team coach Vladimir Cervenka of the Czech Republic, starting in 2007. He caressed her buttocks and legs, she said, and also grabbed other girls and gave "good luck pats."
When she won a silver medal at the 2009 Youth World Championships in Canada, Cervenka grabbed her, she said.
"He forcibly kissed me and groped my entire body, smothering me and crushing me until he was pulled off of me by our team masseuse," she said of Cervenka, who was 26 years older than her.
Cervenka denied Boutot's claims. 
"I absolutely did not kiss her or grope her body," he told the AP in an email. "Regarding inappropriate touching Grace, I have no memory of any of that and I for sure did not have any intention of doing that. All these accusations are absurd and very upsetting."
Boutot reported the alleged abuse by Cervenka twice to U.S. Biathlon officials, including in a Jan. 6, 2011, email to Cobb and a U.S. Biathlon board member in which she also expressed concern about Cervenka's inappropriate contact with other young teammates and her worries about retaliation for speaking up. In the email exchange, she was told the issues were serious, but she had to make her complaint public so Cervenka could defend himself. 
Boutot said she expected them to investigate.
"I wish I would have spoken up more at the time but it was terrifying," she told the AP. "I told them of the abuse and they never took me seriously. It felt like an insurmountable battle, me against them. I went to USBA hoping for help, and it felt like they continuously shut me down and wanted me to leave the sport." 
Boutot tried to keep racing but faced retaliation by the Maine Winter Sports Center, she said in a 2011 complaint filed with the Maine Human Rights Commission. She accused the center of failing to prevent Colliander's sexual misconduct and retaliating against her when she reported it -- denying her coaching and ending its financing of equipment, travel, athlete housing and other U.S. Biathlon competition-related expenses. 
The center settled for $75,000, and Boutot quit racing.
What comes next?
SafeSport has ordered a new investigation into whether Reid was retaliated against for exposing the abuse she endured to the watchdog group. SafeSport spokeswoman Hilary Nemchik said she could not comment on the ongoing case.
Olympian Deedra Irwin, Reid's teammate who is competing at the World Cup in Europe this winter, said the misogynistic culture described by SafeSport grew under Cobb's leadership. 
"Max Cobb just hired all his friends," Irwin told the AP. "The amount of people working in USBA right now who are all ex-athletes that are all really close with Max Cobb, it's like, OK, this is how this kept happening for so many years."
"You just keep hiring people who are comfortable with what's already happening."
SafeSport, which was created in 2017, decades after the abuse reported by Wilder and Boutot, investigates claims even when the legal statute of limitations has expired. 
After receiving an anonymous tip, SafeSport contacted Boutot in 2021 about filing a complaint about the abuse allegations involving Colliander, she said. 
She declined. A coach found guilty might only face a six-month suspension, she said, but "what I have endured has been a life sentence."
Wilder said she didn't know she had the option and filed a SafeSport complaint, naming Cobb and Pichler, after she found out. She said it is "an important next step."
"I love the sport of biathlon," Wilder said. "I sincerely hope that my shared story with other women biathletes results in this being bookends to a darker period -- that it never happens again."
___
EDITOR'S NOTE -- Martha Bellisle is an amateur biathlete who has won several U.S. national and world championship gold medals in the master's division for competitors 60 and older. She has competed at local races across the country sanctioned by the U.S. Biathlon Association.
---

EDITOR'S NOTE -- This story includes discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, the national suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S. is available by calling or texting 988. There is also an online chat at 988lifeline.org

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/biathlon-sexual-harassment-female-athletes-investigation-b5c09737637b10f2f6bc5093ee950529



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Biden approves national security memo on China, Iran, North Korea and Russia ahead of Trump's return
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                    President Joe Biden speaks about his administrations economic playbook and the future of the American economy at the Brookings Institution in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden has approved a new national security memorandum ahead of Donald Trump's return to the White House that could serve as a road map for the incoming administration as it looks to counter growing cooperation among China, Iran, North Korea and Russia, the White House said Wednesday.
Biden administration officials began developing the guidance this summer. It was shaped to be a document that could help the next administration build its approach from Day 1 on how it deals with the tightening relationships involving America's most prominent adversaries and competitors, according to two senior administration officials.
The officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the White House, said the classified memorandum would not be made public because of the sensitivity of some of its findings. 

    


The document includes four broad recommendations: improving U.S. government interagency cooperation, speeding up the sharing of information with allies about the four adversaries, calibrating the U.S. government's use of sanctions and other economic tools for maximum effectiveness, and bolstering preparation to manage simultaneous crises involving the adversaries.




The U.S. for many years has been concerned about cooperation among the four countries. Coordination has accelerated between the countries in the aftermath of Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The officials noted that as Russia has become more isolated by much of the world, Moscow has turned to Iran for drones and missiles. From North Korea, the Russians have received artillery, missiles and even thousands of troops that have traveled to help the Russians try to repel Ukrainian forces from the Kursk region. China, meanwhile, has supported Russia with dual use components that help keep its military industrial base afloat. 

    


In return, Russia has sent fighter jets to Iran and assisted Tehran as it looks to bolster its missile defense and space technology. 
North Korea has received from Russia much-needed fuel and funding to help build out its manufacturing and military capabilities. The officials added that Russia has "de facto accepted North Korea as a nuclear weapon state."
China, meanwhile, is benefiting from Russian know-how, with the two countries working together to deepen their military technical cooperation. The two nations are also conducting joint patrols in the Arctic region.
Biden and Trump  have sharply different worldviews, but officials in both the incoming and outgoing administrations said they have sought to coordinate on national security issues during the transition.
One of the officials said that the Biden White House memo "isn't trying to box (the Trump administration) in or tilt them toward one policy option or another."

The official said the document is intended to help the next administration build "capacity" as it shapes its policies on some the most difficult foreign policies it will face.
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Only about 2 in 10 Americans approve of Biden's pardon of his son Hunter, an AP-NORC poll finds

    Only about 2 in 10 Americans approve of Biden's pardon of his son Hunter, an AP-NORC poll finds

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            A new AP-NORC finds only about 2 in 10 Americans approve of President Joe Biden's decision to pardon his son Hunter, who was convicted earlier this year on gun and tax charges. (AP Video: Nathan Ellgren)
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            President Joe Biden has pardoned his son, Hunter, sparing the younger Biden a possible prison sentence for federal felony gun and tax convictions and reversing his past promises not to use the extraordinary powers of the presidency for the benefit of his family members. The Democratic president had previously said he would not pardon his son or commute his sentence after his convictions in the two cases in Delaware and California.
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            President Joe Biden pardoned his son, Hunter, for federal felony gun and tax convictions. For more than a year Biden's White House made public pledges not to pardon his son or commute his sentence.
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            President Joe Biden's decision to go back on his word and pardon his son Hunter wasn't all that surprising to those who are familiar with the president's devotion to his family. But by choosing to put his family first, the president has raised new questions about his legacy.
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            Hunter Biden steps into a vehicle as he leaves federal court, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Los Angeles, after pleading guilty to federal tax charges. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            President Joe Biden and son Hunter Biden walk in downtown Nantucket Mass., Friday, Nov. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden, wearing a Team USA jacket and walking with his son Hunter Biden, heads toward Marine One on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, July 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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                                    A new AP-NORC finds only about 2 in 10 Americans approve of President Joe Biden's decision to pardon his son Hunter, who was convicted earlier this year on gun and tax charges. (AP Video: Nathan Ellgren)
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                                    President Joe Biden has pardoned his son, Hunter, sparing the younger Biden a possible prison sentence for federal felony gun and tax convictions and reversing his past promises not to use the extraordinary powers of the presidency for the benefit of his family members. The Democratic president had previously said he would not pardon his son or commute his sentence after his convictions in the two cases in Delaware and California.
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                                    President Joe Biden pardoned his son, Hunter, for federal felony gun and tax convictions. For more than a year Biden's White House made public pledges not to pardon his son or commute his sentence.
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                                    President Joe Biden's decision to go back on his word and pardon his son Hunter wasn't all that surprising to those who are familiar with the president's devotion to his family. But by choosing to put his family first, the president has raised new questions about his legacy.
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            Hunter Biden steps into a vehicle as he leaves federal court, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Los Angeles, after pleading guilty to federal tax charges. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer, File)
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                                    Hunter Biden steps into a vehicle as he leaves federal court, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Los Angeles, after pleading guilty to federal tax charges. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer, File)
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            President Joe Biden and son Hunter Biden walk in downtown Nantucket Mass., Friday, Nov. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            7 of 7 | 
            FILE - President Joe Biden, wearing a Team USA jacket and walking with his son Hunter Biden, heads toward Marine One on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, July 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Only about 2 in 10 Americans approve of President Joe Biden's decision to pardon his son Hunter after earlier promising he would do no such thing, according to a poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
That displeasure tracks with the bipartisan uproar in Washington that ignited over the president's about-face. The survey found that a relatively small share of Americans "strongly" or "somewhat" approve of the pardon, which came after the younger Biden was convicted on gun and tax charges. About half said they "strongly" or "somewhat" disapprove, and about 2 in 10 neither approve nor disapprove.
The Democratic president had said repeatedly that he would not use his pardon power for the benefit of his family, and the White House continued to insist, even after Republican Donald Trump's election win in November, that Biden's position had not changed -- until it suddenly did.

    


"I know it's not right to believe politicians as far as what they say compared to what they do, but he did explicitly say, 'I will not pardon my son,'" said Peter Prestia, a 59-year-old Republican from Woodland Park, New Jersey, just west of New York City, who said he strongly disagreed with the move. "So, it's just the fact that he went back on his word."




In issuing a pardon Dec. 1, Biden argued that the Justice Department had presided over a "miscarriage of justice" in prosecuting his son. The president used some of the same kind of language that Trump does to describe the criminal cases against him and his other legal predicaments. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said it was a decision that Biden struggled with but came to shortly before he made the announcement, "because of how politically infected these cases were" as well as "what his political opponents were trying to do."
The poll found that about 4 in 10 Democrats approve of the pardon, while about 3 in 10 disapprove and about one-quarter did not have an opinion or did not know enough to say. The vast majority of Republicans and about half of independents had a negative opinion.

    


For some, it was easy to see family taking priority over politics. 
"Do you have kids?" asked Robert Jenkins, a 63-year-old Democrat who runs a lumber yard and gas station in Gallipolis, Ohio. "You're gonna leave office and not pardon your kid? I mean, it's a no-brainer to me."
But Prestia, who is semiretired from working for a digital marketing conglomerate, said Biden would have been better off not making promises.
"He does have that right to pardon anybody he wants. But he just should have kept his mouth shut, and he did it because it was before the election, so it's just a bold-faced lie," Prestia said.
Despite the unpopularity of his decision, the president's approval rating has not shifted meaningfully since before his party lost the White House to Trump. About 4 in 10 Americans "somewhat" or "strongly" approve of the way Biden is handling his job as president, which is roughly where his approval rating has stood in AP-NORC polls since January 2022.

    


Still, the pardon keeps creating political shock waves, with Republicans, and even some top Democrats, decrying it. 
Older adults are more likely than younger ones to approve of Biden's pardoning his son, according to the poll, although their support is not especially strong. About one-third of those ages 60 and older approve, compared with about 2 in 10 adults under 60.
The age divide is driven partially by the fact that younger adults are more likely than older ones to say they neither approve nor disapprove of the pardon or that they do not know enough to say.
About 6 in 10 white adults disapprove of the pardon, compared with slightly less than half of Hispanic adults and about 3 in 10 Black adults. Relatively large shares of Black and Hispanic Americans -- about 3 in 10 -- were neutral, the poll found. 
"Don't say you're gonna do something and then fall back," said Trinell Champ, 43, a Democrat from Nederland, Texas, who works in the home health industry and said she disapproved of the pardon. "At the end of the day, all you have is your word." 

    


Champ, who is Black, voted for Democratic Vice President Kamala Harris over Trump. "I just had my hopes up for her, but I wasn't 100% positive," she said.
Champ also said she does not approve of Biden's handling of the presidency and thinks the country is on the wrong track. "While he was in office, I felt like I really didn't see a lot of changes," she said.
"I just felt like everything just kind of stayed the same," Champ said. 
Overall, though, the pardon did not appear to be a driving factor in many Americans' assessment of Biden's job performance. The share of Black Americans who approve of the way he is handling his job as president did fall slightly since October, but it is hard to assess what role the pardon may have played.

    


Jenkins is also chair of the Democratic Party in Gallia County, a strongly Republican area in southeast Ohio. He said things have not been going well for his businesses and, though he approved of Biden's handling of the presidency, he believes the country is now on the wrong track. 
He said that is partly because of Trump's win in the presidential race, but it is also because Biden made his decision to leave the race in July and endorse Harris when there was not enough time for a more open primary process that might have led to a stronger Democratic nominee.
"I know he's in a spot there, but jeez-o-Pete, he got down the wrong end," Jenkins said of Biden. He said if Biden had stepped aside earlier and a nominee emerged from 15 or 20 candidates, "I think we would have won on that. Who knows?" 
Prestia said he does not approve of Biden's handling of the presidency but sees the country now on the right track because Trump is returning to the White House. 
"Compared to Biden, he means what he says," Prestia said. 
___

The poll of 1,251 adults was conducted Dec. 5-9, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for adults overall is plus or minus 3.7 percentage points.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hunter-biden-pardon-poll-approve-disapprove-survey-cb7b7e4931b0a778bd0a68cc1733c4a9
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AP photos in 2024 show a Middle East riven by wars, but also moments of grace
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            1 of 30 | 
            Israeli shelling hits an area in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            2 of 30 | 
            A woman holds up a poster of the late Revolutionary Guard Gen. Qassem Soleimani, who was killed in a U.S. drone attack in 2020 in Iraq, during a commemoration for him at the Imam Khomeini grand mosque in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            3 of 30 | 
            A convoy of Israeli troops moves in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, Jan. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            4 of 30 | 
            Muslim pilgrims prayers at top of the rocky hill known as the Mountain of Mercy, on the Plain of Arafat, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage, near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Saturday, June 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            5 of 30 | 
            A displaced child carries filled water bottles at a makeshift tent camp in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            7 of 30 | 
            Kamal Khatib, a volunteer with the Animals Lebanon rescue group, kisses kittens after rescuing them from debris of destroyed buildings at the site of Thursday's Israeli airstrike, in Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 30 | 
            Mourners grieve at the funeral of Michel Nisenbaum, who was killed during Hamas' Oct. 7 attack and whose body was taken into Gaza, in Ashkelon, Israel, on Sunday, May 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            9 of 30 | 
            Iraqi Shiites mark the month of Muharram in Karbala, Iraq, on Wednesday, July 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Anmar Khalil)
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            10 of 30 | 
            Police use water cannon to disperse ultra-Orthodox Jewish men blocking a street during a protest against army recruitment in Jerusalem on Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            11 of 30 | 
            An Israeli soldier launches a drone near the Israeli-Gaza border, southern Israel, Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            12 of 30 | 
            Palestinians search for survivors and bodies in the rubble of a mosque destroyed in an Israeli airstrike in Deir al-Balah, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            13 of 30 | 
            Mourners carry a picture of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah during the funeral procession of their relatives, in Maisara near the northern coastal town of Byblos, Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            14 of 30 | 
            Houthi fighters march during a rally of support for the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and against the U.S. strikes on Yemen outside Sanaa on Monday, Jan. 22, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            15 of 30 | 
            A man walks by a broken portrait of the late Syrian President Hafez Assad as people search for belongings in the ransacked private residence of Syrian President Bashar Assad in the Malkeh district of Damascus, Syria, on Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            16 of 30 | 
            Palestinian children are evacuated from a site hit by an Israeli bombardment on Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Saturday, July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 30 | 
            A woman carries the Hezbollah flag as she mourns during the funeral procession of Amira and Hassan Fadlallah, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Beirut, Lebanon. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            18 of 30 | 
            Israeli female soldiers pose for a photo on a position on the Gaza Strip border, in southern Israel, Monday, Feb. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            19 of 30 | 
            Palestinians look at their neighbour's damaged house following an Israeli strike in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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            20 of 30 | 
            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancer Hoda Othman, who lost some of her relatives during the conflict in Sudan, puts on her dress during a rehearsal, in Cairo, Egypt, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            21 of 30 | 
            Ultra-Orthodox Jews wearing prayer shawls perform the Hoshana Rabbah prayer on the seventh day of the weeklong Jewish holiday of Sukkot at Mount of Olives overlooking Jerusalem's Old City with the Dome of the Rock shrine, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo//Oded Balilty)
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            22 of 30 | 
            Israeli forensic technicians work around blood in a light rail car following a shooting attack in Jaffa, a mixed Arab-Jewish area of Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Itai Ron)
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            23 of 30 | 
            Boys salute during the funeral procession of Hezbollah members who were killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            24 of 30 | 
            Palestinians flee Gaza City to the southern Gaza Strip, in Wadi Gaza, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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            25 of 30 | 
            Palestinian girls struggle to reach for food at a distribution center in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            26 of 30 | 
            Family and supporters of hostages held in the Gaza Strip scream and hold up their hands, painted red to symbolize blood, to call for the captives' release and to mark six months since the Hamas-led Oct. 7 cross-border attack, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Sunday, April 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            27 of 30 | 
            A bomb dropped from an Israeli jet hits a building in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            28 of 30 | 
            Residents sit on the roof of a building and have dinner as Dahiyeh suburb, background, remains in darkness after Israeli airstrikes, Lebanon, Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            29 of 30 | 
            Mourners react during eulogies for Israeli soldier Capt. Itay Marcovich, who was killed in action in Lebanon, during his funeral in Kokhav Yair, Israel, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            30 of 30 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters celebrate after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Israeli shelling hits an area in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 30

                                    
                                    Israeli shelling hits an area in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 30 | 
            A woman holds up a poster of the late Revolutionary Guard Gen. Qassem Soleimani, who was killed in a U.S. drone attack in 2020 in Iraq, during a commemoration for him at the Imam Khomeini grand mosque in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            A convoy of Israeli troops moves in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, Jan. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            Muslim pilgrims prayers at top of the rocky hill known as the Mountain of Mercy, on the Plain of Arafat, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage, near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Saturday, June 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            A displaced child carries filled water bottles at a makeshift tent camp in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Kamal Khatib, a volunteer with the Animals Lebanon rescue group, kisses kittens after rescuing them from debris of destroyed buildings at the site of Thursday's Israeli airstrike, in Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Mourners grieve at the funeral of Michel Nisenbaum, who was killed during Hamas' Oct. 7 attack and whose body was taken into Gaza, in Ashkelon, Israel, on Sunday, May 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Iraqi Shiites mark the month of Muharram in Karbala, Iraq, on Wednesday, July 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Anmar Khalil)
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            Police use water cannon to disperse ultra-Orthodox Jewish men blocking a street during a protest against army recruitment in Jerusalem on Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            An Israeli soldier launches a drone near the Israeli-Gaza border, southern Israel, Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Palestinians search for survivors and bodies in the rubble of a mosque destroyed in an Israeli airstrike in Deir al-Balah, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners carry a picture of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah during the funeral procession of their relatives, in Maisara near the northern coastal town of Byblos, Lebanon, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Houthi fighters march during a rally of support for the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and against the U.S. strikes on Yemen outside Sanaa on Monday, Jan. 22, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A man walks by a broken portrait of the late Syrian President Hafez Assad as people search for belongings in the ransacked private residence of Syrian President Bashar Assad in the Malkeh district of Damascus, Syria, on Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Palestinian children are evacuated from a site hit by an Israeli bombardment on Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Saturday, July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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            A woman carries the Hezbollah flag as she mourns during the funeral procession of Amira and Hassan Fadlallah, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Beirut, Lebanon. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            18 of 30 | 
            Israeli female soldiers pose for a photo on a position on the Gaza Strip border, in southern Israel, Monday, Feb. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            19 of 30 | 
            Palestinians look at their neighbour's damaged house following an Israeli strike in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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            20 of 30 | 
            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancer Hoda Othman, who lost some of her relatives during the conflict in Sudan, puts on her dress during a rehearsal, in Cairo, Egypt, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            21 of 30 | 
            Ultra-Orthodox Jews wearing prayer shawls perform the Hoshana Rabbah prayer on the seventh day of the weeklong Jewish holiday of Sukkot at Mount of Olives overlooking Jerusalem's Old City with the Dome of the Rock shrine, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024. (AP Photo//Oded Balilty)
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            22 of 30 | 
            Israeli forensic technicians work around blood in a light rail car following a shooting attack in Jaffa, a mixed Arab-Jewish area of Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Itai Ron)
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            23 of 30 | 
            Boys salute during the funeral procession of Hezbollah members who were killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            24 of 30 | 
            Palestinians flee Gaza City to the southern Gaza Strip, in Wadi Gaza, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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            25 of 30 | 
            Palestinian girls struggle to reach for food at a distribution center in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            26 of 30 | 
            Family and supporters of hostages held in the Gaza Strip scream and hold up their hands, painted red to symbolize blood, to call for the captives' release and to mark six months since the Hamas-led Oct. 7 cross-border attack, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Sunday, April 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            27 of 30 | 
            A bomb dropped from an Israeli jet hits a building in Ghobeiri, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            28 of 30 | 
            Residents sit on the roof of a building and have dinner as Dahiyeh suburb, background, remains in darkness after Israeli airstrikes, Lebanon, Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            29 of 30 | 
            Mourners react during eulogies for Israeli soldier Capt. Itay Marcovich, who was killed in action in Lebanon, during his funeral in Kokhav Yair, Israel, Thursday, Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            30 of 30 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters celebrate after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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                                    Syrian opposition fighters celebrate after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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                                        An Israeli bomb hangs suspended in air, caught in a split-second image of a suburb in Beirut before it slams into an apartment building, passersby already bracing for the explosion. 
An Israeli woman grieves, the deep lines of wrinkles stark as she thinks of a man killed in Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel whose body the militants spirited away into the Gaza Strip. 
And in Gaza itself, children weep, their faces confronted in terror as they cover their ears after yet another Israeli bombardment of the besieged strip against the Mediterranean Sea. 
Across the Middle East this year, Associated Press photographers froze these moments in time, reflections of the wars and their horrors that have upended life across the region. 
The initial 2023 Hamas attack, which killed 1,200 people in Israel and saw 250 others taken hostage, gave way to the grinding Israeli ground offensive and airstrike campaign in the Gaza Strip. There, local health officials put the death toll from the war at more than 44,000 Palestinians as hostilities continue. They don't distinguish between civilians and combatants in their count but say more than half the dead were women and children.
The war expanded to an Israeli invasion and an intensified aerial bombardment of Lebanon in October. Israel said that it targeted sites associated with Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed Shiite militia. There, the fighting broadly ended after some two months. Lebanon's Heath Ministry says more than 4,000 people have been killed since Oct. 8, 2023, when Hezbollah began firing rockets into Israel.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But even in the worst, their lens captured haunting, still moments reflecting how life carries on even in the chaos. 
In one image, a volunteer kisses two kittens rescued from the rubble of another Israeli airstrike in Beirut. His face is smudged with soot. One of the kittens, eyes closed, meows with its tiny claws extended. 
In the Gaza Strip, another photograph resembles a still life painting as golden rays of morning light hang in the dusty air as a Palestinian man in 
shadow uses a shovel to clean away debris from what was once a kitchen. 
Then there was for many the year's biggest surprise in December. After more than 50 years of rule, the Assad family of Syria lost control of the country in the face of a lightning rebel advance. One AP photo showed a painting of deposed President Bashar Assad's father, Hafez, lay mutilated in one hall of power. Rebels waved their assault rifles above their head in a street in Damascus in another, a moment captured as they raced by on a motorbike. 

And as 2025 looms, everything feels like it remains in motion in the wider Middle East. Its only these images and the fleeting moments they capture, that remain frozen. 
___
Get the best of The Associated Press' photography delivered to your inbox every Sunday. Sign up for The World in Pictures.
___
Read the AP's Mideast news: https://apnews.com/hub/middle-east.
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Humanitarian aid to northern Gaza mostly blocked for the last 2 months, UN says
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                    Palestinians line up to receive free meals at Jabaliya refugee camp in the Gaza Strip on March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Essa, File)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Humanitarian aid to n orth Gaza, where Israel launched a ground offensive on Oct. 6, has largely been blocked for the past 66 days, the United Nations said Tuesday. That has left between 65,000 and 75,000 Palestinians without access to food, water, electricity or health care, according to the world body.
In the north, Israel has continued its siege on Beit Lahiya, Beit Hanoun and Jabaliya with Palestinians living there largely denied aid, the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, known as OCHA, said. Recently, it said, about 5,500 people were forcibly displaced from three schools in Beit Lahiya to Gaza City.
Adding to the food crisis, only four U.N.-supported bakeries are operating throughout the Gaza Strip, all of them in Gaza City, OCHA said.
Sigrid Kaag, the senior U.N. humanitarian and reconstruction coordinator for Gaza, told reporters after briefing the U.N. Security Council behind closed doors Tuesday afternoon that civilians trying to survive in Gaza face an "utterly devastating situation."

    


She pointed to the breakdown in law and order and looting that has exacerbated a very dire situation and left the U.N. and many aid organizations unable to deliver food and other humanitarian essentials to hundreds of thousands of Palestinians in need.




Kaag said she and other U.N. officials keep repeatedly asking Israel for access for convoys to north Gaza and elsewhere, to allow in commercial goods, to reopen the Rafah crossing from Egypt in the south, and to approve dual-use items.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Israel's U.N. Mission said it had no comment on Kaag's remarks.
The U.N. has established the logistics for an operation across Gaza, she said, but there is no substitute for political will that humanitarians don't possess.

"Member states possess it," Kaag said. And this is what she urged Security Council members and keeps urging the broader international community to press for -- the political will to address Gaza's worsening humanitarian crisis.
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            Tampa Bay Rays shortstop Wander Franco, right, and his lawyer Teodosio Jaquez arrive to court for Franco's trial on charges of sexually abusing a minor, sexual and commercial exploitation against a minor and human trafficking in Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernandez)
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            Tampa Bay Rays shortstop Wander Franco speaks to his lawyer Teodosio Jaquez during his trial on charges of sexually abusing a minor, sexual and commercial exploitation against a minor and human trafficking, at court in Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernandez)
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            El dominicano Wander Franco, campocorto de los Rays de Tampa Bay, comparece en la corte con su abogado ][Teodosio Jaquez, el jueves 12 de diciembre de 2024, en Puerto Plata (AP Foto/Ricardo Hernandez)
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            Tampa Bay Rays shortstop Wander Franco, left, attends his trial on charges of sexually abusing a minor, sexual and commercial exploitation against a minor and human trafficking, accompanied by his lawyer Teodosio Jaquez, center, in Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Hernandez)
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                                        PUERTO PLATA, Dominican Republic (AP) -- The trial against Tampa Bay Rays shortstop Wander Franco, who has been charged with sexually abusing a minor, sexual and commercial exploitation against a minor, and human trafficking, was postponed on Thursday and scheduled to resume June 2, 2025.
Dominican judge Yacaira Veras postponed the hearing at the request of prosecutors because of the absence of several key witnesses in the case. Only three out of 31 witnesses arrived to the hearing on Thursday.
Franco's lawyers asked the court to reconsider the postponement, arguing Franco must report to spring training in mid-February.
"There is no case against Wander, for as many witnesses as they present, there is no case now," Franco's lead lawyer Teodosio Jaquez told The Associated Press after the hearing.
The judge replied that Franco is obligated to continue with the trial schedule and his conditional release from detainment.

    


The 23-year-old shortstop said that his career is not over yet, that he wants justice to be done and that "everything is in God's hands."
Franco was a little upset when reporters ask him if his MLB career was over.




"I did not had a career," he said implying that he still has it. "This is not over."
Franco was in the midst of his third major league season when his career was halted in August 2023. He agreed to an 11-year, $182 million contract in November 2021.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Tampa Bay placed him on the restricted list on July 10, cutting off the pay he had been receiving while on administrative leave.
Documents that prosecutors presented to the judge in July and were viewed by the AP alleged that Franco, through his mother Yudelka Aybar, transferred 1 million pesos (about $17,000) to the mother of the minor on Jan. 5, 2023, to consent to the abuse. The mother of the minor has been charged with money laundering and is under house arrest.

    


Prosecutors say the minor's mother went from being a bank employee to leading an ostentatious life and acquiring assets using the funds she received from Franco. During raids on the house of the minor's mother, prosecutors say they found $68,500 and $35,000 that they allege was delivered by Franco.

In a separate case that happened in November, Franco was also charged with illegally carrying a gun in his vehicle during an altercation in a parking lot in the Dominican Republic countryside.
___
This story has been corrected to remove an erroneous reference to Franco not being allowed to leave the Dominican Republic.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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            Real Madrid's Kylian Mbappe warms up prior the Spanish La Liga soccer match between Athletic Bilbao and Real Madrid at the San Mames stadium in Bilbao, Spain, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Miguel Oses)
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            Real Madrid's Kylian Mbappe celebrates after he scored his side's first goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Atalanta and Real Madrid at the Bergamo's stadium, in Bergamo, Italy, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)
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            Real Madrid's Kylian Mbappe takes control of the ball during the Spanish La Liga soccer match between Real Madrid and Getafe at the Santiago Bernabeu Stadium in Madrid, Spain, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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            FILE - France's Kylian Mbappe looks up as he wears a face mask during a team training session in Leipzig, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, file)
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                                        STOCKHOLM (AP) -- Swedish prosecutors on Thursday dropped a rape investigation that was launched in connection with soccer star Kylian Mbappe's visit to Stockholm in October.
In a statement, lead investigator Marina Chirakova said there was not enough evidence to continue the investigation into the allegation at a hotel.
"During the course of the investigation, there has been a designated person suspected on reasonable grounds of rape and two cases of sexual assault, but my assessment is that the evidence is not sufficient to proceed and the investigation is therefore closed," Chirakova said. "The designated person has not been notified of suspicion of a crime."
Prosecutors never publicly named the suspect in the investigation, but many Swedish media reported it was Real Madrid striker Mbappe, who visited Stockholm in October during a break in the Spanish league.

    


At the time Mbappe's legal team dismissed those reports as false.
Mbappe's lawyer Marie-Alix Canu-Bernard and the player's representatives did not immediately respond to requests for comment Thursday.
In an interview that aired Sunday on French TV station Canal Plus, Mbappe said he was "surprised" by the reports that he was the subject of a rape investigation and he had not been contacted by Swedish authorities.




"These are things that come into your life like that, you can't see them coming," Mbappe told Canal Plus. "It's just incomprehension. I don't think it weighed on me in the sense that I have never considered myself involved."


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The 25-year-old soccer star appeared in Stockholm on Oct. 10 during an international break instead of playing for France in the Nations League. Just days later Swedish media reported he was the subject of the investigation.
At the time Swedish prosecutors confirmed that a rape investigation began but declined to comment further.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Soccer fans visiting Saudi Arabia for the 2034 World Cup will live in a "bubble" during the tournament that does not reflect real life there, a Saudi rights activist warned on Thursday.
After FIFA confirmed the kingdom as the 2034 tournament host on Wednesday, the soccer body president Gianni Infantino acknowledged "the world will be watching" to see positive social change.
Human rights groups believe migrant workers' lives will be at risk building stadiums and other projects for the World Cup, and Saudi Arabia's laws limiting freedoms for women and LGBTQ+ people have been criticized at the United Nations Human Rights council.
"Western people will be very safe. They will see a bubble of what Saudi Arabia is," Lina al-Hathloul, a Saudi activist with the London-based rights group ALQST, said.
Her sister, Loujain al-Hathloul, was jailed for three years after campaigning to end the Saudi ban on women driving that was lifted in 2018, and lives there under a travel ban.

    


Saudi Arabia is today "a pure police state," Lina al-Hathloul claimed, under the rule of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, whose close working ties to Infantino were key to getting the World Cup without a rival bid.




The crown prince "has really managed to create this bubble where people only see entertainment and they don't see the reality on the ground," al-Hathloul said. "No one will see tortures in prisons and no one will see executions. You also have the jails full of people just for tweets."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Saudi officials stressed during a 15-month bid campaign, made mostly opaque by FIFA, that the kingdom is modernizing fast and hosting soccer's biggest event will drive more change.
"We're very proud of the society that we are today," Hammad Albalawi, from the 2034 World Cup bid team, said on Wednesday in Riyadh, stating the kingdom's goals are "to make the citizens global citizens and to welcome guests from all around the world."

    


Only Norway of FIFA's 211 member federations opposed how the 2034 decision was made by acclaim on Wednesday. Two years ago, on the eve of the World Cup in Qatar, Infantino accused Europeans of hypocrisy giving moral lessons to other regions and cultures.
On Wednesday, the English Football Association said it got promises from Saudi officials before giving support.
"They assured us that they are fully committed to providing a safe and welcome environment for all fans," the English FA said in a statement, "including LGBTQ+ fans."
Two days before the vote, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer met with Prince Mohammed in Riyadh and said Saudi Arabia was a key partner in his "number one mission" of economic growth.
Starmer, who is an Arsenal fan, said he hoped to watch a game with the crown prince on a future visit to London.

"You have some changes," Al-Hathloul said, noting more freedoms for Saudi women to choose what to wear, "but they're not institutional, they're not fundamental, and they're not for everyone."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        A youthful Chelsea lineup made the most of a long trip to Kazakhstan by beating Astana 3-1 on Thursday to stay perfect in the UEFA Conference League.

Marc Guiu struck twice within five minutes early in the first half. The 18-year-old forward opened the scoring on a solo effort in the 14th and added his second after meeting a cross from Pedro Neto from the right in freezing conditions in the Kazakh capital.
Guiu, who joined Chelsea from Barcelona this summer, has scored three in the competition.
Renato Veiga, who is 21, headed home the third off a corner before Marin Tomasov scored for the hosts late in the first half.
Neto was the only player to remain from the squad that beat Tottenham 4-3 on Sunday to move to second in the Premier League.
Chelsea has 15 points atop the standings of third-tier competition with one more game to play in the league phase.

    


In another early game, Swedish team Djurgarden beat Vikingur 2-1 in Iceland.
More games -- including those in the second-tier Europa League -- were scheduled later Thursday.
Among them, unbeaten Manchester United is at Viktoria Plzen while Rangers host Tottenham.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Rich Rodriguez is returning to West Virginia for a second stint as head coach at his alma mater.
Athletic director Wren Baker announced the hiring on Thursday, 17 years after Rodriguez made a hasty exit for what became a disastrous three-year experiment at Michigan.
"We are thrilled to welcome Coach Rich Rodriguez and his family back home," Baker said in a statement. "Coach Rodriguez understands what it takes to win at West Virginia, and I believe he will pour his heart, soul and every ounce of his energy into our program. I am convinced Coach Rodriguez wants what is best for West Virginia, WVU and West Virginia football, and I am excited about the future of our program."
The architect of the no-huddle, zone-read spread option offense started his coaching career as the youngest head coach in the nation at 24. He has spent his entire 30-plus year career, including 27 as a head coach, showcasing an outstanding resume. Rodriguez is a master tactician, innovator, developer of talent, program builder and a winner.

    


Rodriguez, who is the current coach at Jacksonville State and a polarizing figure in his home state, replaces Neal Brown, who was fired on Dec. 1 after going 37-35 in six seasons, including 6-6 this year.




"I am thrilled to have the opportunity to be the head football coach at West Virginia University," Rodriguez said. "My family and I are filled with gratitude to lead the Mountaineer football program again and look forward to working with the many supporters, fans, and friends to build the best football program in America! Take Me Home!"

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Rodriguez, 61, will be tasked with restoring a consistent winning climate at West Virginia, which hasn't been ranked or had back-to-back winning seasons since 2018. The Mountaineers have yet to qualify for the Big 12 championship game since joining the league in 2012. Its best finish was a tie for second place in 2016.

    


Success was a standard at West Virginia under Rodriguez, who went 60-26 from 2001 to 2007 after replacing Hall of Fame coach Don Nehlen. With star players such as quarterback Pat White and running back Steve Slaton, Rodriguez led the Mountaineers to four Big East titles in five years and one of the greatest victories in school history, an upset win over Georgia in the Sugar Bowl following the 2005 season.
But many in the West Virginia fanbase remain jaded over his long-ago exit.
Needing a win in their 2007 regular season finale to advance to the BCS national championship game, the Mountaineers lost at home to heavy underdog Pittsburgh, 13-9.
"We picked an awful time to have our worst offensive game in years," Rodriguez said after the game.
Despite earning a berth in the Fiesta Bowl against Oklahoma as a consolation prize, Rodriguez was gone two weeks later, taking some of his assistant coaches and recruits with him to Michigan.
Rodriguez has insisted the Pitt loss had nothing to do with him leaving. He has said promises made by the school's administration were not kept and his request for more money for his assistant coaches was rejected. Rodriguez said his relationship with then-athletic director Ed Pastilong had disintegrated by August 2007 to the point that the two men barely spoke.

    


West Virginia went to court in an attempt to recoup Rodriguez's $4 million buyout. Eventually, Michigan paid $2.5 million and Rodriguez paid $1.5 million to settle the dispute.
Things didn't go well for Rodriguez in Ann Arbor. He went 15-22 and was fired after the 2010 season. His stay at Michigan was marred by embarrassing losses and NCAA violations for exceeding limits on practice and training time at college football's winningest program.
After that he went 43-35 over six years as coach at Arizona. Rodriguez was fired in January 2018 after his former administrative assistant filed a claim with the Arizona attorney general's office accusing him of sexually harassing her and creating a hostile work environment. The university said it couldn't substantiate the claims but was concerned about the "direction and climate of the football program." The lawsuit was later dismissed. 

    


Rodriguez spent one season each as offensive coordinator at Mississippi and Louisiana-Monroe and went 27-10 the past three seasons as coach at Jacksonville State, which moved from the Championship Subdivision to the FBS in 2023. 
Using an up-tempo, spread offense, Rodriguez has a 190-129-2 career record in 27 seasons as a head coach, including seven at Division II Glenville State.
Rodriguez will be introduced on Friday at West Virginia's basketball arena, where ESPN's Pat McAfee, a former West Virginia and Indianapolis Colts kicker, will broadcast his show live.
Rodriguez will get the chance to eventually break West Virginia's nine-game losing streak to ranked teams as well as calming some of that fan angst, especially when West Virginia hosts Pittsburgh. That game is set for Sept. 13 -- which happens to be the inversion of 13-9.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Steve Kerr deems foul call that led to Warriors' loss to Rockets in NBA Cup 'unconscionable'
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                    Golden State Warriors forward Jonathan Kuminga (00) fouls Houston Rockets guard Jalen Green, left, during the second half of an Emirates NBA cup tournament quarterfinal basketball game in Houston, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Golden State coach Steve Kerr said a foul call against his team that led to a loss to Houston on Wednesday night in the NBA Cup was "unconscionable" and that an elementary school referee wouldn't have made it.
After Stephen Curry missed a 3-pointer with Golden State up a point with 11 seconds to go, Gary Payton II grabbed the offensive rebound, but turned it over with a pass that Jalen Green intercepted. Jonathan Kuminga was then called for a foul against Green while they were on the floor, giving Green a pair of free throws that lifted Houston to the 91-90 victory and a spot in the NBA Cup semifinals.
"That is unconscionable," Kerr said. "I mean, I don't even understand what just happened."
Kerr thought it should have either been a jump ball or the Rockets should have been given the timeout they were attempting to call.

    


"Our guys battled back, played their (expletives) off and deserved to win that game or at least have a chance for one stop at the end to finish the game," he said. "And that was taken from us by a call that I don't think an elementary school referee would have made. Because that guy would have had feel and said: 'You know what I'm not going to decide a game on a loose ball 80 feet from the basket.'"




Crew chief Billy Kennedy was asked by a pool reporter why the foul was called.
"The defender makes contact with the neck and shoulder area, warranting a personal foul to be called," Kennedy said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Kerr ranted for about two minutes about the officiating after the game and complained about what he believed was a clear foul on Curry that wasn't called earlier.
"The game was a complete wrestling match," Kerr said. "They didn't call anything. Steph Curry got hit on the elbow plain as day on a jump shot, just clubbed right on there and no call. So, you've established that you're just not going to call anything throughout the game, it's a physical game. Then you're going to call a loose ball foul on a jump ball situation with guys diving on the floor with the game on the line?"

Houston snapped a 15-game skid against the Warriors, winning for the first time in the series since Feb. 20, 2020 when James Harden and Russell Westbrook led the Rockets. 
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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Cincinnati Bengals QB Joe Burrow laments loss of privacy following home break-in
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            Cincinnati quarterback Joe Burrow focused on privacy and kept his comments short Wednesday when addressing the media about having his home broken into two nights earlier while he and the Bengals were on the road against the Dallas Cowboys.
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            Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow talks during a news conference after an NFL football game against the Dallas Cowboys, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in Arlington, Texas. The Cincinnati Bengals won 27-20. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Miami Dolphins quarterback Tua Tagovailoa (1) speaks during a news conference following an NFL football game against the New York Jets, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)
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                                        CINCINNATI (AP) -- Cincinnati quarterback Joe Burrow kept his comments short Wednesday when addressing the media about having his home broken into two nights earlier while he and the Bengals were on the road against the Dallas Cowboys.
"I feel like my privacy has been violated in more ways than one," Burrow said. "Way more is out there than I would want out there and that I care to share. So that's all I've got to say about that."
The NFL and NBA issued security alerts to their players late last month after several homes were broken into while athletes were away for games.

    


The NFL's alert came after the homes of Kansas City Chiefs stars Partrick Mahomes and Travis Kelce were targeted in October.
"Obviously it's frustrating, disappointing," Mahomes said after the alert was issued.
Burglaries of homes owned by Milwaukee Bucks forward Bobby Portis and Minnesota Timberwolves guard Mike Conley Jr. prompted the NBA to send out an alert the day after the NFL's.
Miami Dolphins quarterback Tua Tagovailoa said Wednesday he hired personal security when one of his cars was broken into about a year ago.





    


"(It was) a little too close for my comfort with my family being in the house," Tagovailoa said. "So we got personal security to take care of all of that. When we're on the road, we've got someone with my wife, got someone also at the house, surveying the house."
No one was injured in the break-in at Burrow's home, which was ransacked, according to a report provided by the Hamilton County Sheriff's Office.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A person employed by Burrow arrived at the Anderson Township home Monday night to find a shattered bedroom window and the home in disarray.

"We live a public life, and one of my least favorite parts of that is the lack of privacy," Burrow said. "That has been difficult for me to deal with for my entire career. I'm still learning. I understand that's the life that we choose, but it doesn't make it any easier to deal with."

    



    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/bengals-burrow-burglary-dff4c6d28d6128605b8253b2e68ea8f4



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



AP Player of the Year for award for Minnesota high school goes to Armstrong RB Kevon Johnson
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                                        The 2024 Minnesota Associated Press All-State football team, as voted on by statewide media:
PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Kevon Johnson, Robbinsdale Armstrong
FIRST TEAM
QB -- Chase Thompson, Alexandria
RB -- Kevon Johnson, Robbinsdale Armstrong
RB -- Taye Manns, Duluth Denfeld
RB -- Charles Langama, Maple Grove
WR/TE -- Meyer Swinney, Edina
WR/TE -- Nolan Ginskey, Owatonna 
WR/TE -- Parker Wangen, Stewartville
All-purpose/athlete -- Cam Hungerholt, LeRoy-Ostrander/Lyle/Pacelli
OL -- Michael Wagner, Maple Grove
OL -- Gavin Wang, Annandale
OL -- Weston Rowe, Jackson County Central
OL -- Luke Pappas, Robbinsdale Armstrong
OL -- Ethan Beckman, Prior Lake
DL -- Howie Johnson, Forest Lake
DL -- Colin Hansen, Byron
DL -- Gavin Walden, Eden Prairie
DL -- Max Coles, Shakopee
LB -- Emmanuel Karmo, Robbinsdale Cooper
LB -- Jacob Wrbanek, Maple Grove
LB -- Dylan Hudgens, Minnetonka
LB -- Chase Evink, Hancock
DB -- Dylan Vokal, Maple Grove

    


DB -- Owen Thielges, Moorhead
DB -- Damarius Russell, Waseca
DB -- Evan Kludt, Alexandria
Kicker/punter -- Daniel Jackson, Alexandria




___
SECOND TEAM
QB -- Mason West, Edina
RB -- Ryan Meagher, Minneota
RB -- Caleb Francois, Minnetonka
RB -- Isaiah Wright, Fertile-Beltrami
WR/TE -- David Mack, Moorhead
WR/TE -- Brock Wyandt, Farmington
WR/TE -- Carter Sweeney, LeRoy-Ostrander/Lyle/Pacelli
All-purpose/athlete -- Roman Voss, Jackson County Central
OL -- Cooper Mansfeld, Elk River
OL -- Owen Linder, Chanhassen
OL -- Trey Boyd, Shakopee
OL -- Andrew Trout, Rocori

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
OL -- Ryan Babatz, Buffalo
DL -- Graysen Schneider, Stewartville
DL -- Ajibola Afuye, Stillwater
DL -- Theo Thomas, Totino-Grace
DL -- Anaise Dotson, Minneapolis North
LB -- Landen Kujawa, Becker
LB -- Damian Devine, Holy Angels
LB -- Frank McAninch, Mankato West
LB -- Carter Kleinsasser, Mound Westonka
DB -- Hudson Vosika, BOLD
DB -- Logan Smith, Chanhassen
DB -- Caisen Thome, Kasson-Mantorville
DB -- Brody Miller, Shakopee
Kicker/punter -- Luke Ryerse, East Ridge

    


___
PAST PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD WINNERS
2023 -- Maxwell Woods, RB, Chanhassen
2022 -- Carson Hansen, RB, Lakeville South
2021 -- Emmett Johnson, RB, Holy Angels
2020 -- Trey Feeney, QB, Moorhead
2019 -- Jalen Suggs, QB, SMB
2018 -- Jason Williamson, RB, Owatonna 
2017 -- Owen King, QB, Caledonia 
2016 -- Noah Carlson, RB, Rushford-Peterson 
2015 -- J.D. Spielman, RB, Eden Prairie 
2014 -- Ryan Schlichte, QB, Mankato West 
2013 -- Jacques Perra, QB, Roseville 
2012 -- Bridgeport Tusler, RB, Osseo 
2011 -- Philip Nelson, QB, Mankato West 
2010 -- Reggie Gandy, RB, DeLaSalle 
2009 -- Seantrel Henderson, OL, Cretin-Derham Hall 
2008 -- James Peterson, QB, Blaine 
2007 -- Michael Floyd, WR, Cretin-Derham Hall 
2006 -- Michael Floyd, WR, Cretin-Derham Hall 
2005 -- Jake Machacek, RB, Eastview 
2004 -- Nick Mertens, QB, East Grand Forks 
2003 -- Nathan Swift, RB, Hutchinson 
2002 -- John Majeski, RB, Hastings 
2001 -- Tyler Evans, RB, McLeod West 
2000 -- Joe Mauer, QB, Cretin-Derham Hall 
1999 -- Dominique Sims, DB, DeLaSalle 
1998 -- Thomas Tapeh, RB, St. Paul Johnson 
1997 -- Ryan Iversen, LB, Eden Prairie 
1996 -- Brian Day, RB, Brainerd 
1995 -- Kirk Midthun, QB, Triton
___
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The Broncos can take a big step toward breaking playoff drought with a win over the Colts
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            Denver Broncos quarterback Bo Nix throws during the first half of an NFL football game against the Cleveland Browns, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)
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            Indianapolis Colts quarterback Anthony Richardson (5) celebrates after his two-point conversion during the second half of an NFL football game against the New England Patriots, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Cleveland Browns wide receiver Elijah Moore (8) avoids Denver Broncos cornerback Pat Surtain II (2) during the second half of an NFL football game, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)
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            Denver Broncos cornerback Pat Surtain II warms prior to an an NFL football game against the Las Vegas Raiders, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Indianapolis Colts quarterback Anthony Richardson (5) enters the end zone to complete a two-point conversion as New England Patriots linebacker Christian Elliss (53) defends during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Indianapolis Colts quarterback Anthony Richardson (5) celebrates with guard Quenton Nelson (56) and offensive tackle Bernhard Raimann (79) after completing a two-point conversion during the second half of an NFL football game against the New England Patriots, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- Bo Nix's escape from football over the bye week naturally involved more football.
The Denver Broncos rookie quarterback watched his father coach in the Alabama state title game and his brothers (Caleb Nix at Clemson, Tez Johnson at Oregon) win conference championship games within moments of each other.
Now, it's back to the task at hand -- helping the Broncos (8-5) end a long playoff drought. They can take a big step toward that goal with a win over Indianapolis (6-7) on Sunday. Entering Week 15, Denver is in the seventh and final playoff spot in the AFC, with the Colts right behind.

    


Should the Broncos emerge victorious, they have an 89% probability of making the postseason for the first time since winning Super Bowl 50 following the 2015 season. Should they lose, it dips to 47%.
"It's a group that I think understands that," said Broncos coach Sean Payton, whose team has a chance to clinch a winning season for the first time since 2016.
This is desperate times for the Colts, too, who would see their playoff probability drop to 7% with a loss Sunday.
"This is the exact place I want to be at, at this point in the season," Indy linebacker Zaire Franklin said. "We're in December, playing a game that means something against an opponent that matters. The way I look at it, what will the narrative be after we win? What's that moment going to feel like after you overcome such a challenge?





    


"Obviously, cameras, great team, playing great football right now and the bonus is it's a great opportunity."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Franklin and the Colts defense will be looking to corral Nix, who leads all rookies in completions (277), yards passing (2,842), offensive touchdowns (22) and passing touchdowns (17). Nix stressed that his team is locked in for the stretch run.

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


"Everybody's into it," Nix said of the playoff push. "Everybody's excited to make this run here the last four games of the regular season. I think that's a good sign of a good team when you have that edge to you. You don't really need guys telling you to lock (in). You just kind of have that mindset. (We are a) very mature, focused and competitive team right now."

    


His QB counterpart, Anthony Richardson, is locked in, too. He's going against a formidable Broncos defense led by Pat Surtain II and pass rusher Nik Bonitto. Denver's looking for a bounce-back performance after allowing Jameis Winston to throw for a Browns-record 497 yards passing and former Broncos wideout Jerry Jeudy to go for a career-best 235 yards receiving in Denver's 41-32 win just before the bye.
"It's our game we have to play," Richardson said. "Go out there and execute each and every play, and just play our game."
Line dance
Indy has been mixing and matching its offensive line starters ever since Pro Bowl center Ryan Kelly went down with a knee injury in early October. That's not expected to change this week, even if Kelly returns to the lineup.
Kelly was designated for return from injured reserve Wednesday and could play Sunday. If not, rookie Tanor Bortolini, who has been cleared from the concussion protocol, could start at center.

    


Undrafted rookie Dalton Tucker has replaced injured right guard Will Fries in the lineup, and rookie Matt Goncalves could fill in for right tackle Braden Smith, who is expected to miss his second straight game because of a personal matter.
Well-timed bye
The Colts and Broncos both took last weekend off after being given the latest possible byes on the schedule.
While Colts coach Shane Steichen wasn't sure about the impact of a Week 14 bye, he's found some significant benefit to a short December break.
"You always wonder about it (a late bye)," he said before Wednesday's practice. "But it gives us an opportunity to get healthy. Like I said, playing football in December is huge for us and getting those guys back when you have such a late bye helps."

    


Elevated
Franklin has had a league-high 480 tackles over the past three seasons, but this week the team captain is playing a different role off the field -- adviser.
Franklin's experience playing in Denver -- he played there in a 12-9 overtime win in 2022 -- has prompted teammates to ask about the one inescapable fact of the Mile High City -- the elevation.
"I've given them a couple of tips here and there," Franklin said. "But everybody's body is different. Some guys may get sick. You almost don't really know how your body's going to react to it."
Surtain's honor


Surtain took tremendous pride in recently being named the AFC defensive player of the month. He's the first Broncos cornerback to earn the award since Pro Football Hall of Famer Champ Bailey in October 2006.
Surtain had quite a month of November, playing 140 total coverage snaps and allowing just nine receptions for 55 yards, according to NextGen Stats.
"It shows the work I put in prior to that month," Surtain said. "It's something that I took a huge account in for sure."
Tough assignment
The Broncos have their hands full trying to stop Richardson's designed runs and tailback Jonathan Taylor, who has rushed for 804 yards this season.
"There are a number of things that can stress you," Payton said. "It presents a completely ... different challenge than weeks prior."
___
AP Sports Writer Michael Marot contributed to this report.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Colorado wide receiver Travis Hunter celebrates after intercepting a pass from Colorado State quarterback Brayden Fowler-Nicolosi in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Fort Collins, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders (2) throws a pass against Central Florida during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)
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            Colorado wide receiver Travis Hunter, right, answers a question as quarterback Shedeur Sanders looks on as the pair are interviewed following an NCAA college football game against Utah, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Arizona State head coach Kenny Dillingham celebrates a touchdown against Kansas during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Darryl Webb, File)
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            Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders (2) warms up before an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            Colorado wide receiver Travis Hunter (12) reacts in the second half of an NCAA college football game Friday, Nov. 29, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            Arizona State quarterback Sam Leavitt (10) throws a pass in the first half of the Big 12 Conference championship NCAA college football game against Iowa State, in Arlington, Texas, Saturday Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)
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Heisman Trophy finalist and two-way Colorado star Travis Hunter was named The Associated Press Big 12 defensive player of the year while also being a first-team selection at wide receiver on Thursday. Buffaloes quarterback Shedeur Sanders is the league's top offensive player.
Kenny Dillingham, the 34-year-old in his second season at Arizona State, was the unanimous choice as Big 12 coach of the year after leading his alma mater to a championship and a spot in the 12-team College Football Playoff. The Sun Devils (11-2) went into their league debut as the preseason pick to finish last among the 16 teams. 
At cornerback, Hunter had 31 tackles, tied for the Big 12 lead with 11 pass breakups and was tied for second with four interceptions. On offense, he leads the Big 12 with 92 receptions and 14 receiving touchdowns, and is second with 1,152 yards receiving. His 21 catches of at least 20 yards are the most nationally. He is also the AP's player of the year.

    


Sanders is the Big 12 passing leader, completing 337 of 454 passes (74.2%) for 3,926 yards and a school-record 35 touchdowns with eight interceptions for the Buffaloes (10-2)




Arizona State freshman quarterback Sam Leavitt, who is 11-1 as a starter, is the league's top newcomer. The Michigan State transfer has 2,663 yards passing with 24 touchdowns and only five picks in 304 attempts. 
The 2024 AP All-Big 12 team, as determined by the votes from a panel of 18 sports writers and sportscasters who regularly cover the league. Players at all positions are listed alphabetically with name, school, class, height, weight and hometown; "u-" denotes unanimous selections:

    


First team Offense
WR -- Travis Hunter, Colorado, Jr., 6-1, 185, Suwanee, Georgia.
WR -- Tetairoa McMillan, Arizona, Jr., 6-5, 212, Waimanalo, Hawaii.
OT -- Spencer Fano, Utah, So, 6-5, 304, Spanish Fork, Utah.
OT -- Wyatt Milum, West Virginia, So., 6-6, 317, Allen, Texas.
OG -- Michael Ford Jr., Kansas, Jr., 6-3, 305, Homewood, Illinois.
OG -- Luke Kandra, Cincinnati, Sr., 6-4, 320, Cincinnati, Ohio
Center -- Leif Fautanu, Arizona State, Sr., 6-2, 315, Honolulu, Hawaii.
TE -- Brant Kuithe, Utah, Sr., 6-2, 236, Katy, Texas.
QB -- u-Shedeur Sanders, Colorado, Sr., 6-2, 215, Dallas. 
RB -- RJ Harvey, UCF, Sr. 5-9, 208, Orlando, Florida.
RB -- Cam Skattebo, Arizona State, Sr, 5-11, 215, Rio Linda, Texas.
PK -- Will Ferrin, BYU, Jr., 6-3, 175, Kaysville, Utah.
All-purpose -- Jaylin Noel, Iowa State, Sr., 5-11, 200, Kansas City, Missouri.
First-team defense
DE -- BJ Green II, Colorado, Sr., 6-1, 270, Atlanta.
DE -- Brendan Mott, Kansas State, Sr. ,6-5, 244, Iowa City, Iowa.
DT -- Dontay Corleone, Cincinnati, Sr., 6-1, 320, Cincinnati.
DT -- TJ Jackson II, West Virginia, Sr., 6-1, 282, Millbrook, Alabama.
LB -- Matt Jones, Baylor, Sr., 6-4, 246, Odessa, Texas.
LB -- Jacob Rodriguez, Texas Tech, Jr., 6-1, 230, Wichita Falls, Texas.
LB -- Keaton Thomas, Baylor, So., 6-2, 224, Jacksonville, Florida.
CB -- Mello Dotson, Kansas, Jr., 6-1, 190, Daytona Beach, Florida.
CB -- Travis Hunter, Colorado Jr., 6-1, 185, Suwanee, Georgia.
S -- Xavion Alford, Arizona State, Jr., 6-0, 200, Pearland, Texas.

    


S -- AJ Haulcy, Houston, Jr., 6-0, 215, Houston.
Punter -- Palmer Williams, Baylor, So., 6-2, 201, Advance, North Carolina.
Second team offense
WR -- Jayden Higgins, Iowa State, Sr., 6-4, 215, South Miami, Florida.
WR -- Jordyn Tyson, Arizona State, So., 6-1, 195, Allen, Texas.
OT --Logan Brown, Kansas, Sr., 6-6, 315, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
OT -- Caleb Etienne, BYU, Sr., 6-8, 320, New Orleans.
OG -- Omar Aigbedion, Baylor, Jr., 6-3, 310, Katy, Texas.
OG -- Caleb Rogers, Texas Tech, Sr., 6-5, 310, Mansfield, Texas.
Center -- Bryce Foster, Kansas, Jr., 6-5, 330, Katy, Texas.
TE -- Joe Royer, Cincinnati, Sr., 6-5, 255, Cincinnati.
QB -- Sam Leavitt, Arizona State, Fr., 6-2, 200, West Linn, Oregon.
RB -- Tahj Brooks, Texas Tech, Sr, 5-10, 230, Manor, Texas.
RB -- Devin Neal, Kansas, Sr., 5-11, 215, Lawrence, Kansas.
PK -- Gino Garcia, Texas Tech, Sr., 6-2, 215, Richardson, Texas.
All-purpose -- Keelan Marion, BYU, Jr., 6-0, 195, Atlanta.

    


Second team defense
DE -- Tyler Batty, BYU, Sr., 6-5, 275, Payson, Utah.
DE --Van Fillinger, Utah, Sr., 6-4, 255, Draper, Utah.
DT -- CJ Fite, Arizona State, So., 6-1, 295, Tatum, Texas.
DT --Lee Hunter, UCF, Jr., 6-4, 320, Mobile, Alabama.
LB -- Jared Bartlett, Cincinnati, Sr., 6-3, 235, Miami.
LB -- Nikhai Hill-Green, Colorado, Gr., 6-2, 230, Pittsburgh.
LB -- Austin Romaine, Kansas State, So, 6-2, 242, Hillsboro, Missouri.
CB -- Cobee Bryant, Kansas, Sr., 6-0, 175, Evergreen, Alabama.
CB -- Jontez Williams, Iowa State, So., 5-11, 200, Starke, Florida.
S -- Bud Clark, TCU, Jr., 6-2, 185, Alexandria, Louisiana.
S -- Cam'ron Silmon-Craig, Colorado, Sr., 5-10, 185, Birmingham, Alabama.
Punter -- Jack Bouwmeester, Utah, Jr, 6-3, 197, Bendigo, Australia.
Individual honors
Offensive player of the year -- Shedeur Sanders, QB, Colorado.
Defensive player of the year -- Travis Hunter, CB, Colorado.
Coach of the year -- u-Kenny Dillingham, Arizona State.
Newcomer of the year -- Sam Leavitt, QB, Arizona State.

    


All-Big 12 voting panel

Jacob Albracht, KWCH TV/KFH Radio, Wichita, Kansas; Brice Cherry, Waco Tribune-Herald; David Collier, KAMC-TV, Lubbock, Texas; Joseph Duarte, Houston Chronicle; Rob Gray, The Cedar Rapids Gazette; Henry Greenstein, Lawrence Journal-World; Brian Howell, Boulder Daily Camera; Nick Jacobs, KSHB 41-TV, Kansas City; Sean Keeler, The Denver Post; Michael Lev, Arizona Daily Star; Matt Murschel, Orlando Sentinel; Jerry Ramsey, The Franchise 1077 Oklahoma City; Zach Smith, Waco Tribune-Herald; Justin Spears, Arizona Daily Star; Tyler Waldrep Tulsa World; Darnell Dickson, Daily Herald, Provo, Utah; Derek Redd, The Intelligencer/Wheeling News-Register; Sean Walker, KSL.com.
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            Tom Voyce of Wasps, center, is tackled by Perpignan's Gavin Hume, right, as Perpignan's David Marty looks on, left, during their European Rugby Cup match in Perpignan, southwestern France, Oct. 28 2006. (AP Photo/Remy Gabalda, file)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            England's Tom Voyce completes a try despite a tackle from Argentina's Luccio Lopez Fleming during Churchill Cup Final rugby action in Edmonton, June 26, 2005. (John Ulan/The Canadian Press via AP, file)
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            Members of a search and rescue team conduct a search operation at Abberwick Ford on the River Aln near Alnwick, north of Newcastle, England for former England rugby player Tom Voyce who is missing, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Members of a search and rescue team arrive at River Aln near Alnwick, north of Newcastle, England where former England rugby player Tom Voyce, who is missing, apparently attempted to drive across a section of the river, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            England's Tom Voyce completes a try despite a tackle from Argentina's Luccio Lopez Fleming during Churchill Cup Final rugby action in Edmonton, June 26, 2005. (John Ulan/The Canadian Press via AP, file)
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            Members of a search and rescue team conduct a search operation at Abberwick Ford on the River Aln near Alnwick, north of Newcastle, England for former England rugby player Tom Voyce who is missing, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            Members of a search and rescue team arrive at River Aln near Alnwick, north of Newcastle, England where former England rugby player Tom Voyce, who is missing, apparently attempted to drive across a section of the river, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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                                        ALNWICK, England (AP) -- A body was found Thursday in the search for former England rugby international Tom Voyce, who went missing after trying to drive across a flood-swollen river.
Northumbria Police said the 43-year-old Voyce attempted to drive across a section of the River Aln near Alnwick, a town about 30 miles north of Newcastle, when his car was caught in the current. A search began on Sunday.
"A body has today sadly been found in the search for Tom Voyce," police said in a statement.
The river level was high from Storm Darragh last weekend. Police said Tuesday that Voyce was swept away and feared dead.
Voyce had not returned home from being out with friends on Saturday night.
"Extensive searches were subsequently carried out with a range of partners. Tom's family and friends were also involved in the search," the police statement said. "Formal identification is yet to take place but Tom's next of kin have been notified and are currently being supported by officers."

Voyce, who played wing, won nine caps for England from 2001 to 2006. He played for Wasps from 2003 to 2009, winning European and domestic titles. He also played for Bath and Gloucester, making 220 Premiership appearances before retiring in May 2013.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tom-voyce-rugby-missing-266eb012c376197213ce23a727af3bf6



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Army-Navy has added buzz this year after both teams spent time in the Top 25

    Army-Navy has added buzz this year after both teams spent time in the Top 25

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Army quarterback Bryson Daily (13) reacts after scoring a touchdown during the first half of the American Athletic Conference championship NCAA college football game against Tulane Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Even in this banner season for military academy football -- complete with winning streaks, national rankings and a conference championship -- the biggest goal remains the same.
For Army: Beat Navy. For Navy: Beat Army.
With the college football landscape changing at a furious rate, the significance of this matchup adds a dose of tradition to mid-December, amid all that talk about the transfer portal and the new expanded playoff.
"We've had a good year. You make it a great year by winning this game coming up on Saturday. Frankly, that's just the way it goes around here," Army coach Jeff Monken said. "It's a game and a season really all of its own. We don't apologize for talking about it all the time. We talk about it all the time, and it's 365 days a year."
Saturday in Landover, Maryland, is the 125th matchup between Army and Navy, and although these two programs are long removed from their days winning national titles and Heisman Trophies, this is a historic moment in the rivalry. The Black Knights and Midshipmen have combined for 19 wins this season, their highest total ever entering this game.

    


Army (11-1) is ranked 19th in the AP poll after beating Tulane last week to win the American Athletic Conference -- the first league title of any kind in the team's 134-year history. Navy (8-3) was ranked as well earlier this season after starting with six straight victories.
"I knew we were going to be an improved football team," Navy coach Brian Newberry said. "Didn't know exactly what that was going to look like. I think certainly we've improved in a lot of different areas. I'm excited about the season we've had."

    


Common opponents
This was Army's first season in the AAC, putting the Black Knights and Midshipmen in the same league, although their annual matchup is considered a nonconference game. For a while, there was a chance the teams could meet twice, with a conference championship clash coming before the regularly scheduled Army-Navy game, but that didn't happen.
Their most prominent common opponent came from outside the league. Notre Dame handed both Navy and Army its first loss, beating the Midshipmen 51-14 and the Black Knights 49-14.
Within the AAC, both teams beat Temple, UAB and East Carolina. Army beat Tulane and Rice and Navy lost to those two teams.
Army and Navy also each won its nonconference game against Air Force.
Trophy time
Those victories over Air Force mean this season's Commander-In-Chief's Trophy comes down to the Army-Navy game. It's the first time since 2017 that both teams enter this game with a shot at the trophy.
It's also the first time since 2017 that both teams enter the game with bowl bids secured. Navy faces Oklahoma in the Armed Forces Bowl and Army takes on Marshall in the Independence Bowl.
Back in Maryland
This year's Army-Navy game is at the Washington Commanders' home stadium in Landover. It was also held there in 2011.
This is the first time the game has been in Maryland since Baltimore hosted it in 2016. Baltimore is also up next in 2025.

    


Chasing a record
Army quarterback Bryson Daily has 29 rushing touchdowns this season, which is tied for the FBS lead with running back Ashton Jeanty, Boise State's Heisman finalist.
Only one QB in FBS history has run for more TDs in a season than Daily. That was Navy's Keenan Reynolds, with 31 in 2013.
"You come here to play in this game. The biggest stage possible, millions of people watching and a sold-out NFL stadium. It's awesome," Daily said. "None of the games that happened before this matter. We're going into this game like we're 0-0, they're 0-0 because that's just how you have to come into this game."
Decisive
Navy's closest game this season -- win or lose -- was a 56-44 win over Memphis. The Midshipmen are the only FBS team that hasn't had a game this season decided by eight points or fewer.
___
AP Sports Writer Stephen Whyno contributed to this report.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        Baseball contracts worth $280 million or more. Figures were obtained by The Associated Press from player and management sources and include all guaranteed income but not income from potential incentive bonuses. There is no distinction for deferred money:
	Player, Club	Years	Total
	Juan Soto, NYM	2025-39	$765 million
	Shohei Ohtani, LAD	2024-33	$700 million
	Mike Trout, LAA	2019-30	$426.5 million
	Mookie Betts, LAD	2021-32	$365 million
	Aaron Judge, NYY	2023-31	$360 million
	Manny Machado, SD	2023-33	$350 million
	Francisco Lindor, NYM	2022-31	$341 million
	Fernando Tatis Jr., SD	2021-34	$340 million
	Bryce Harper, Phi	2019-31	$330 million
	Giancarlo Stanton, Mia-NYY	2015-27	$325 million
	Corey Seager, Tex	2022-31	$325 million
	Yoshinobu Yamamoto, LAD	2024-35	$325 million
	Gerrit Cole, NYY	2020-28	$324 million
	Rafael Devers, Bos	2024-33	$313.5 million
	Manny Machado, SD	2019-28	$300 million
	Trea Turner, Phi	2023-33	$300 million
	Miguel Cabrera, Det	2014-23	$292 million
	Bobby Witt Jr., KC	2024-34	$288.778 million
	Xander Bogaerts, SD	2023-33	$280 million

Baseball contracts worth $280 million or more. Figures were obtained by The Associated Press from player and management sources and include all guaranteed income but not income from potential incentive bonuses. There is no distinction for deferred money:
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Olympic slalom champion Petra Vlhova has a setback in return from knee surgery
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                    Slovakia's Petra Vlhova competes in an alpine ski, women's World Cup giant slalom race, in Soldeu, Andorra, on March 19, 2023. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati, File)
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                                        Olympic slalom champion Petra Vlhova has had a setback in her planned return from knee surgery.
Vlhova, who is Mikaela Shiffrin's biggest rival, had her right ACL and meniscus operated on in January after crashing at her home race in Slovakia.
"Petra is still experiencing discomfort in her knee, which is incompatible with full skiing load," a statement from Vlhova's team said Thursday. "Comprehensive examinations revealed cartilage damage, which requires further specialized care."

Vlhova's coach, Mauro Pini, added: "Not everything is going as planned, and Petra is not having the happiest time in this context. Nevertheless, we are fully united as a team and working hard to support her return to the competitive skiing she loves. I expect we will know more about her ability to handle full load by the end of December."
It's unclear if Vlhova will return in time for the world championships in Saalbach, Austria, in February.

    


Meanwhile, Shiffrin is also currently out injured following a fall in her home race in Killington, Vermont, nearly two weeks ago.
Shiffrin sustained bruising and a deep puncture wound to her hip. The American is out indefinitely.
Vlhova won the slalom at the 2022 Beijing Olympics.
___
AP skiing: https://apnews.com/hub/alpine-skiing
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Skins Game to make return to Thanksgiving week with a modern look
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            Canada's Steve Ames, right, and his caddie, Adrian Watey, chat during the Telus World Skins game at Glen Arbour golf course in Halifax, Nova Scotia, on Tuesday, July 31, 2012. (Andrew Vaughan/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            Fred Couples takes a practice swings in the 18th fairway, a hole worth US$650,000, during the Skins Game on the Celebrity course at Indian Wells Golf Resort in Indian Wells, Calif., Sunday, Nov. 25, 2007. Stephen Ames won the hole. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson, File)
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                                        A modern version of The Skins Game is returning to Thanksgiving week.
Pro Shop, the new golf media company led by "Full Swing" executive producer Chad Mumm, on Thursday announced a deal with the PGA Tour that brings back The Skins Game for the first time since 2008.
It will be held on Black Friday after Thanksgiving in 2025, an example of more collaboration with the PGA Tour to showcase its best players away from the traditional presentation of golf.
Still to be determined are the meat of the details -- who's playing, for how much, and where.
"The Skins Game embodies everything we strive for at Pro Shop -- celebrating the rich traditions of golf while creating premium experiences that resonate with today's modern audience," Mumm said.
Mumm joined with Mark Olsen of Vox Media, Joe Purzycki of Puck and David Miller from the PGA Tour to launch Pro Shop, a media, commerce and entertainment company geared toward creating golf content that appeals to a younger audience.

    


Mumm is best known recently for his work with the Netflix docuseries "Full Swing," now approaching its third season.
Pro Shop raised nearly $20 million this summer from Powerhouse Capital, the PGA Tour and EP Golf Ventures, among others. It also acquired Skratch, a digital and social media network the PGA Tour created about a decade ago to appeal to a younger audience.




The Skins Game was the cornerstone of what once was known as the "silly season" in golf. It began in 1983 with Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, Tom Watson and Gary Player (Vin Scully was the announcer) and held over Thanksgiving weekend in the California desert.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A "skin" went to the player who won a hole, and each hole was worth money that increased toward the end of the match. Fred Couples became the face of The Skins Game from winning nearly $4.5 million in 11 appearances. He also had the personality that fit the casual contest.

    


But interest began to wane, even with Tiger Woods making occasional appearances.
The last Skins Game was in 2008. It lost its title sponsor and the 2009 event was canceled. By then, the PGA Tour had gone to a wraparound season with official tournaments being held right up until Thanksgiving.
Pro Shop is partnering with Propagate Content to develop and produce the new Skins Game.

"Reimagining an iconic event like The Skins Game in a retro-modern way that engages today's sports fans is exactly why the PGA Tour has partnered with Pro Shop," said Chris Wandell, the senior vice president of media for the PGA Tour. "We look forward to seeing how the newest iteration of the Skins Game unfolds as Pro Shop and Propagate identify cast, format and creative approach."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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Zeeland West's Trey Sloothaak named Division 3-4 football player of year by Michigan sports writers
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                                        The 2024 Michigan Sports Writers Division 3-4 All-State football team, which was selected by a panel of 11 sports writers:
___
PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Trey Sloothaak, Zeeland West
___
ALL-STATE
___
Quarterback
Carson Vis, South Christian, Sr.
Korbin Sulitis, Petoskey, Sr.
Elliott Larner, DeWitt, Sr.
Running Back
Keaton Hendricks, Zeeland West, Sr.
Kory Amachree, Haslett, Jr.
Donovan Triplett, Walled Lake Western, Jr.
Chase Burnett, Goodrich, Sr.
Receiver
Abram Larner, DeWitt, Sr.
Kyle McGowan, Cadillac, Sr.
Tyler Brinks, South Christian, Sr.
Damon Stennis, Detroit King, Sr.
Offensive Line
Jayden Fles, Unity Christian, Sr.
Darrin Strey, Paw Paw, Sr.
JJ Hirdes, Coopersville, Sr.
Carson Hein, Spring Lake, Sr.
Jshawn Kennedy, Harper Woods, Sr.
Tristan Comer, Freeland, Jr.
Zach Cowper, Gaylord, Sr.
Liam Vaughan, Walled Lake Western, Sr.
Defensive Line
Jordin Farrow, River Rouge, Sr.
Brody Maas, Zeeland West, Sr.

    


Keaton Abraham, Gaylord, Sr.
Ricky Johnson, Battle Creek Harper Creek, Sr.
Cole Archer, Jackson Parma Western, Sr.
Orion Roskam, Forest Hills Central, Sr.
Xavier Newsom, Detroit King, Sr.
Van Reed, Charlotte
Rece Noll, Croswell-Lexington
Linebacker
Isaac VanderZwaag, Zeeland West, Sr.




Will Stehouwer, Zeeland East, Sr.
A.J. Weber, Portland, Sr.
Garrett Hilborn, Bay City John Glenn, Soph.
Defensive Back
Trey Sloothaak, Zeeland West, Sr.
Troy Temple, Walled Lake Western
Dontrell Dennis, Haslett, Sr.
Nate Stallworth, River Rouge, Jr.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Haden Janes, Petoskey, Sr.
Kicker/Specialist
Caden VanHuis, Holland Christian, Sr.
Punter
Noah Berdiner, Parma Western, Sr.
Athlete
Dakota Guerrant, Harper Woods, Soph.
Max Macklem, Goodrich, Sr.
Coach of the Year
Tom Alward, Goodrich
____

    


SECOND TEAM (nominees receiving at least two votes)
Quarterback
Cameron Gunsell, Ludington
Cason Carswell, Mason
Running Back
Isaac Stienstra, Unity Christian
Michael Dukes, Detroit King
John Herman, Croswell-Lexington
Receiver
Brendan Cargill, Forest Hills Central
Brooks Hadden, Coopersville
Tailen Luna, Holland
Nolan Carruthers, Pinckney
Offensive Line
Zach Kitchen, Battle Creek Harper Creek
Carter Miculka, Owosso
Ace Simonson, Forest Hills Eastern
Landon Burns, Croswell-Lexington
Walt Autrey, Ludington
Bailey Wade, Cadillac
Jack Ambrose, Whitehall
Drew Rumsey, DeWitt
Chris Gottschalk, Lutheran North
Defensive Line
Ja'Quan McMiller, Ypsilanti
Hunter Carey, Lake Fenton
Linebacker
Hoyt Patrick, Owosso
Noah Jackson, Croswell-Lexington
Jacob Miner, Pinckney
Logan Doerr, Mason
Sam Rucker, Niles
Brogan Parks, Mount Pleasant
Defensive Back
Jaidon Windom, Detroit King
Jack Fagan, Croswell-Lexington
Kicker/Specialist
Collin Winters, Mason
Athlete
Cam Thompson, Whitehall
Tyrese Rawls, Ypsilanti
Coach
Jim Webb, Petoskey
Scot Shaw, Niles
Will Siffin, Holland
____
HONORABLE MENTION (nominees receiving at least one vote)
Quarterbacks
Evan Abberger, Holland Christian
Amari Powell, Holland
Running Backs
Gavin Craner, Whitehall
Traverse Moore, DeWitt
Receivers
Christoper Battley, Portland
Offensive Linemen
Greg Myles, Haslett
Rusty Klaer, St. Joseph
Tahsaan Lunn, Port Huron
Linebackers
Jace Gray, Three Rivers
Isaac Codde, St. Joseph
Defensive Backs
Jadon Bender, DeWitt
___

Voting panel: Doug Donnelly, Adrian Daily Telegram; Brian Calloway, Lansing State Journal; James Cook, Traverse City Record-Eagle; Brandon Watson, Sturgis Journal; Matthew Mowery, Macomb Daily; Brenden Welper, Port Huron Times Herald; Tom Green, Huron Daily Tribune, Bad Axe; Josh VanDyke, Muskegon Chronicle; Bryan Everson, Oakland Press; Dan D'Addona, Holland Sentinel; Jim Lahde, The Morning Sun.
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Former F1 team owner Eddie Jordan reveals cancer diagnosis
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                    Eddie Jordan, former Formula One driver and team owner, listens during a press conference during a Moscow City Racing 2013 along the Moscow Kremlin, in Moscow, Russia, Sunday, July 21, 2013. (AP Photo/ Alexander Zemlianichenko Jr, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Ex-Formula 1 team owner and media personality Eddie Jordan says he has been treated for "quite aggressive" cancer.
Speaking on the "Formula For Success" podcast which he hosts with former driver David Coulthard, Jordan said he was diagnosed this year and urged listeners to seek medical advice for any health concerns.
"Way back in March and April I was diagnosed with bladder and prostate cancer, and then it spread into the spine and the pelvis, so it was quite aggressive," Jordan said.
In response to comments from Coulthard regarding chemotherapy, Jordan added: "Some very dark days in there, but we pulled out of it, thankfully."
Irish businessman Jordan operated his own racing team in lower-level series before moving up to F1 in 1991, giving future seven-time champion Michael Schumacher his first race that year.
Other drivers over the years included Damon Hill, who won the 1996 championship with Williams, future Ferrari driver Rubens Barrichello and Heinz-Harald Frentzen, who was third in the championship for Jordan in 1999.


    


Jordan Grand Prix won four races before Jordan sold the team in 2005. Following more sales and name changes since then, the team competes as Aston Martin.
The 76-year-old Jordan also acted as the manager for car design great Adrian Newey when he left Red Bull for Aston Martin this year. 
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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Reyna vows to 'fight for more opportunities' at Dortmund after first start in a year
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                    Dortmund's Giovanni Reyna fights for the ball against Barcelona's Marc Casado and Lamine Yamal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and FC Barcelona at the Signal-Iduna Park in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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                                        DUESSELDORF, Germany (AP) -- After more than a year, Gio Reyna has finally started a game for Borussia Dortmund again.
A lot has changed for the team and for the American attacking midfielder, who could be a valuable player for the United States at its home World Cup in 2026. Reyna's starting role in Wednesday's 3-2 loss to Barcelona was a sign he has a future with Dortmund, too.
Reyna didn't make a big impact in his 73 minutes on the field against Barcelona but he didn't seem out of place, either. And despite the repeated injuries that have held back Reyna's club career, he seemed fit enough to keep up.
"It was great. Just really, really happy to be back on the field. It's obviously when I'm happiest," Reyna said in a video interview released by the club early Thursday.
"(Coach Nuri Sahin) really just wanted me to play my game and use my ability on the ball and talents to find the ball in areas and get other guys involved, and I feel like I did a good job of that," Reyna added. "Really just happy to be back out there today. I just have to take it and fight for more opportunities and look to really improve now."

    


Since Reyna last started a Dortmund game on Nov. 1, 2023, he's had a largely disappointing loan at Nottingham Forest -- while Dortmund reached the Champions League final without him -- and a groin strain which ruled him out of the first four U.S. games under new coach Mauricio Pochettino. 




Reyna could now get more opportunities for Dortmund in place of an injured Julian Brandt, starting with Sunday's game against Hoffenheim in the Bundesliga.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Alongside Reyna in a young Dortmund attack on Wednesday were the 20-year-old English winger Jamie Gittens -- a standout with nine goals this season -- and the 18-year-old Julien Duranville, who was impressive in his first start of the season.
The problem for Dortmund is at the other end of the field. 

    


Nico Schlotterbeck's severe-looking ankle injury in the last seconds of the game left Dortmund without any fit central defenders. Losing Schlotterbeck would be a "total meltdown," coach Sahin told broadcaster DAZN on Wednesday.
Schlotterbeck was already being partnered with midfielder Emre Can in defense because Niklas Sule is ruled out for months and Waldemar Anton's return from a muscle injury remains unclear.
Schlotterbeck suffered ligament damage but the club didn't give a timeframe on Thursday for his recovery, saying only it was "questionable" he'd play again before the new year.

The one positive for Dortmund could be that the team has only two games until the 19-day winter break, which will begin after playing Wolfsburg on Dec. 22.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Cycling governing body seeks ban on use of controversial carbon monoxide
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                                        AIGLE, Switzerland (AP) -- Cycling's governing body wants to ban the controversial carbon monoxide rebreathing method used by athletes to measure their performances.
The UCI said on Thursday a ban for medical reasons will be discussed by its management committee at its next meeting in France from Jan. 31-Feb. 1.
The use of carbon monoxide was put under the spotlight during the Tour de France when the cycling website, Escape Collective reported that riders from multiple teams inhaled the toxic gas to optimize altitude training.
The gas can be used as a tracer to monitor the diffusion of oxygen in the lungs or the total mass of hemoglobin, a key blood value for racers.
"However, when inhaled repeatedly in non-medical conditions, it can cause side effects such as headaches, fatigue, nausea, vomiting, chest pain, breathing difficulties, and even loss of consciousness," the UCI said.

The federation added that the health side effects and the lack of knowledge about long-term effects justify a ban, but that its use "in a medical setting, by qualified medical personnel, and within the strict context of assessing total hemoglobin mass, would, however, remain authorised."

    


___
AP cycling: https://apnews.com/hub/cycling
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Papua New Guinea gains a team in Australian rugby league in diplomatic push aimed at curbing China

    Papua New Guinea gains a team in Australian rugby league in diplomatic push aimed at curbing China

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, right, shakes hands with Papua New Guinea Prime Minister James Marape at a press conference in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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            Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, right, gestures during a press conference with Papua New Guinea Prime Minister James Marape in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            Papua New Guinea Prime Minister James Marape, left, gestures during a press conference with Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, right, and Papua New Guinea Prime Minister James Marape hold a press conference in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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        Papua New Guinea gains a team in Australian rugby league in diplomatic push aimed at curbing China
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Papua New Guinea will gain its own team in Australia's rugby league in a soft diplomacy deal announced Thursday linked to limiting Chinese influence in the South Pacific.
The Australian government will spend 600 million Australian dollars ($380 million) over a decade to add a team from its nearest neighbor to the National Rugby League from 2028.
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and his Papua New Guinea counterpart James Marape announced the deal at a Sydney news conference. They also announced that a bilateral security deal struck a year ago had officially come into force.
China has pursued its own bilateral security pact on policing with Papua New Guinea and with other South Pacific island nations which U.S. allies, including Australia, fear could undermine regional security.
Rugby league is the most popular sport in Papua New Guinea, which has an impoverished population of 12 million mostly subsistence farmers, wracked by tribal warfare, worsening violent crime and civil unrest.

    


Marape said the security deal with Australia "fits in neatly" with ensuring the safety of players and officials who would be based in the capital, Port Moresby.




"The player is safe when we have good rapport between our two police" forces, Marape said.
Albanese did not directly answer when asked by a reporter if the agreement would prevent Papua New Guinea from striking a security deal with China.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Security in Pacific is primarily the responsibility of the Pacific family is a principle that we share," Albanese said.
Marape said the security pact with Australia was in his country's interests.
"Australia is a security partner of choice in the first instance," Marape said.
"That doesn't stop us from relating with any nation, especially our Asian neighbors. We relate with China, for instance, a great trading partner, a great bilateral partner, but on security, closer to home we have this synergy and our shared territory needs to be protected, defended, policed," Marape added.

    


But the Australian government later revealed the rugby league deal was underpinned by a "strategic trust" agreement between the two goverments.
A clause in that agreement allowed Australia to withdraw funding and required the National Rugby League to remove Papua New Guinea's team from the competition if Australian trust was breached, Minister for International Development and the Pacific Pat Conroy said.
Conroy said details of the trust agreement were confidential, but noted Papua New Guinea Foreign Minister Justin Tkatchenko had publicly ruled out any security deal with China.
Peter V'landys, chair of the Australian Rugby League Commission, said the Papua New Guinea government would never jeopardize Australian taxpayer support for the team by striking a security deal with Beijing.
"Rugby league is such a religion in Papua New Guinea that they will never take the risk of losing a rugby league team to do a deal with another country," V'landys said.
Marape described the deal to create a Port Moresby-based football team as "pivotal in ... anchoring" the Papua New Guinea-Australia relationship.

    


The security pact signed by Albanese and Marape a year ago strengthened Australia's place as the preferred security partner. It was signed six months later than initially planned.

The original June 2023, date was abandoned after a security deal struck between the United States and Marape's government sparked protests in the South Pacific nation a month earlier over concerns that it undermined Papua New Guinea's sovereignty.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell is still suffering from the effects of a fall in the Senate earlier this week and is missing votes on Thursday due to leg stiffness, according to his office. 
McConnell fell outside a Senate party luncheon on Tuesday and sprained his wrist and cut his face. He immediately returned to work in the Capitol in the hours afterward, but his office said Thursday that he is experiencing stiffness in his leg from the fall and will work from home. 
The fall was the latest in a series of medical incidents for McConnell, who is stepping down from his leadership post at the end of the year. He was hospitalized with a concussion in March 2023 and missed several weeks of work after falling in a downtown hotel. After he returned, he twice froze up during news conferences that summer, staring vacantly ahead before colleagues and staff came to his assistance.

    


McConnell also tripped and fell in 2019 at his home in Kentucky, causing a shoulder fracture that required surgery. He had polio in his early childhood and he has long acknowledged some difficulty as an adult in walking and climbing stairs. 





After four decades in the Senate and almost two decades as GOP leader, McConnell announced in March that he would step down from his leadership post at the end of the year. But he will remain in the Senate, taking the helm of the Senate Rules Committee. 
South Dakota Sen. John Thune was elected last month to become the next Senate leader when Republicans retake the majority in January. 
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            US Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks to reporters on the tarmac before his departure from King Hussein International Airport in Jordan's southern Red Sea coastal city of Aqaba, Jordan, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S National Security Advisor, Jake Sullivan, speaks during a news conference in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Thursday, Dec. 2024. (Abir Sultan/Pool via AP)
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                                        AQABA, Jordan (AP) -- Top U.S. officials were in the Middle East on Thursday, pushing for stability in Syria and an end to Israel's 14-month war in the Gaza Strip in a last-ditch diplomatic push by the outgoing Biden administration before President-elect Donald Trump takes office in a few weeks.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken was in Jordan and Turkey for talks on how to ensure a peaceful transition of power in Syria following the ouster of longtime President Bashar Assad, while White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan was in Israel in a bid to wrap up a ceasefire with Hamas militants.
A ceasefire would give President Joe Biden a final diplomatic victory after a turbulent term in which his administration has been unable to halt a brutal war that has claimed tens of thousands of lives in Gaza and plunged the territory into a humanitarian crisis. 

    


Trump has demanded the immediate release of hostages, threatening on social media that otherwise there would be "HELL TO PAY," and has urged the U.S. not to get involved in Syria, where some 900 troops are based to combat the Islamic State militant group.




Speaking to reporters in Tel Aviv, Sullivan expressed cautious optimism that conditions were ripe for halting the long-running conflict before the Biden administration leaves office.
"I wouldn't be here now if I didn't think this thing was just waiting until after January 20," he said. That's when Trump will be inaugurated.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The war erupted with Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, cross-border attack, in which militants killed some 1,200 people in Israel and took 250 others hostage. Israel's retaliatory offensive in Gaza has killed nearly 45,000 Palestinians, more than half of them women and children, according to Gaza health officials, caused widespread displacement and led to severe hunger across the territory.
U.S.-led ceasefire efforts have repeatedly faltered throughout the war, with the warring sides blaming each other for the failure.

    


Israel has said it is seeking the destruction of Hamas' governing and military capabilities, and at times has pressed ahead with the offensive in the face of U.S. calls for restraint. Hamas, meanwhile, has stuck to its demands that any ceasefire include a permanent end to the fighting and full withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza.
The U.S. has backed Israel with key military and diplomatic support. But at times, it also has appeared helpless in urging Israel to minimize civilian casualties and to enable the delivery of more humanitarian aid into Gaza.
Sullivan said the rapid-fire changes across the region have improved the chances for success. 
He said Israel's ceasefire with Hezbollah last month, ending more than a year of fighting, the collapse of Syria's government and the heavy blow Israel has inflicted on Hamas have all changed the negotiating climate. 
He also said there has been good cooperation with the incoming Trump administration, with widespread agreement between them.
"The surround sound of these negotiations is different today than it has been in the past," Sullivan told reporters after meeting with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

    


"I got the sense from the prime minister that he's ready to do the deal," Sullivan added. "We see movement from Hamas."
Sullivan is now scheduled to head to Qatar and Egypt -- two Middle Eastern powers that have served as mediators throughout the war. 
Any deal would include the release of hostages held by Hamas, an exchange of Palestinian prisoners held by Israel and a surge in badly needed humanitarian aid into Gaza. Israel says Hamas is holding about 100 hostages -- at least one-third of whom are believed to have died.
As Sullivan was in Israel, Blinken was meeting with Jordanian and Turkish leaders to push for a peaceful transition of power in post-Assad Syria.
"We're back in the region at a time of both real promise but also peril for Syria and for its neighbors," Blinken told reporters in Aqaba, Jordan, after meeting with King Abdullah II.
He said the U.S. was working with its partners across the region to help Syria "transition away from Assad's brutal dictatorship" and toward a new government that isn't dominated by any single religious or ethnic group or by an outside power or the Islamic State militant group.

    


"We're determined to do everything we can, working in close coordination with partners, to help the Syrian people realize that aspiration," Blinken said.
Syria is home to an array of armed groups with competing interests and allies. 
In northern Syria, U.S.-backed Kurdish separatists are battling to fend off fighters supported by Turkey. In the country's center and northeast, the extremist Islamic State group maintains a presence that generates concern for the U.S. And the rebels, hailing mainly from the Sunni Muslim majority in Syria, face the daunting task of creating a transitional government for the war-ravaged country.

    


The leader of Syria's biggest rebel faction is a former al-Qaida commander whose Hayat Tahrir al-Sham group is poised to chart the country's future. The U.S. and the U.N. have designated the hard-line Sunni Islamist group a terrorist organization.
The goal of creating a free and pluralistic Syria will be a challenge given the bad blood stretching across Syria's sectarian lines after over half a century of Assad family rule and 14 years of civil war that claimed an estimated 500,000 lives.
Blinken started his trip in Jordan, a close U.S. ally whose fragile economy has been strained over the years by an influx of hundreds of thousands of Syrian refugees. Next, he was headed to Turkey -- a backer of Sunni rebels but a foe of the Kurds.
Israel, meanwhile, has sent troops into Syria -- its northern neighbor -- and seized a former buffer zone that had been demilitarized since a 1974 truce. Israel has described the move as defensive, meant to protect its border and to prevent armed groups from seizing weapons left behind by Assad's army.
Netanyahu said Thursday that the move was temporary. But he said Israel would remain inside Syria until another party can secure the border, raising the likelihood of a prolonged and open-ended presence.
Sullivan tried to play down the Israeli move, noting that Assad was toppled just days ago and it is too early to jump to any conclusions.
But Blinken was more cautious as he called for restraint by all regional players with interests in Syria. He said the U.S. is "already talking to Israel" and others about the future of Syria.

"Across the board, when it comes to any actors who have real interests in Syria, it's also really important at this time that we all try to make sure that we're not sparking any additional conflicts," he said.
___
Federman reported from Jerusalem. Associated Press writer Chris Megerian contributed from Washington.
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            The Social Security Administration office is seen in Mount Prospect, Ill., Oct. 12, 2022.(AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Sen. Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., listens during a news conference after a policy luncheon on Capitol Hill Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)
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            FILE- Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., speaks with reporters at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Senate is pushing toward a vote on legislation that would provide full Social Security benefits to millions of people, setting up potential passage in the final days of the lame-duck Congress.
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., said Thursday he would begin the process for a final vote on the bill, known as the Social Security Fairness Act, which would eliminate policies that currently limit Social Security payouts for roughly 2.8 million people.
Schumer said the bill would "ensure Americans are not erroneously denied their well-earned Social Security benefits simply because they chose at some point to work in their careers in public service."
The legislation passed the House on a bipartisan vote, and a Senate version of the bill introduced last year gained 62 cosponsors. But the bill still needs support from at least 60 senators to pass Congress. It would then head to President Biden.

    


Decades in the making, the bill would repeal two federal policies -- the Windfall Elimination Provision and the Government Pension Offset -- that broadly reduce payments to two groups of Social Security recipients: people who also receive a pension from a job that is not covered by Social Security and surviving spouses of Social Security recipients who receive a government pension of their own.




The bill would add more strain on the Social Security Trust funds, which were already estimated to be unable to pay out full benefits beginning in 2035. It would add an estimated $195 billion to federal deficits over 10 years, according to the Congressional Budget Office.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Conservatives have opposed the bill, decrying its cost. But at the same time, some Republicans have pushed Schumer to bring it up for a vote.

Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., said last month that the current federal limitations "penalize families across the country who worked a public service job for part of their career with a separate pension. We're talking about police officers, firefighters, teachers, and other public employees who are punished for serving their communities."
He predicted the bill would pass.
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Ex-FBI informant accused of lying about Bidens agrees to plead guilty to federal charges
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                    In this courtroom sketch, defendant Alexander Smirnov speaks in Federal court in Los Angeles, Feb. 26, 2024. (William T. Robles via AP)


                

            
        

        
    

    

            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            ALANNA DURKIN RICHER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A former FBI informant accused of falsely claiming that President Joe Biden and his son Hunter accepted bribes has agreed to plead guilty to federal charges, according to court papers filed Thursday. 
As part of the plea deal with Justice Department special counsel David Weiss, Alexander Smirnov will admit he fabricated that the story that became central to the Republican impeachment inquiry in Congress. 
The plea agreement comes just weeks after prosecutors filed new tax evasion charges against Smirnov. The two sides will recommend a sentence of at least two years behind bars and no more than six years, according to the agreement.
Attorneys for Smirnov didn't immediately respond to an email seeking comment Thursday. 
Smirnov was arrested in February on allegations that he falsely reported to the FBI in June 2020 that executives associated with the Ukrainian energy company Burisma paid Hunter Biden and Joe Biden $5 million each in 2015 or 2016. Smirnov told his handler that an executive claimed to have hired Hunter Biden to "protect us, through his dad, from all kinds of problems," according to court documents.

    


Prosecutors said Smirnov had contact with Burisma executives, but it was routine and actually took place in 2017, after President Barack Obama and Biden, his vice president, had left office--when Biden would have had no ability to influence U.S. policy. Prosecutors said he made the bribery allegations after he "expressed bias" against Biden while he was a presidential candidate.




He repeated some of the false claims when he was interviewed by FBI agents in September 2023 and changed his story about others and "promoted a new false narrative after he said he met with Russian officials," prosecutors said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Smirnov has agreed to plead guilty to charges of tax evasion and causing a false FBI record, according to court papers. 

Smirnov is being prosecuted by the same special counsel who brought federal gun and tax charges against Hunter Biden. Hunter was supposed to be sentenced this month on his convictions in those cases until he was pardoned by his father.
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The FBI should have done more to collect intelligence before the Capitol riot, watchdog finds

    The FBI should have done more to collect intelligence before the Capitol riot, watchdog finds

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - Rioters storm the West Front of the U.S. Capitol, Jan. 6, 2021, in Washington. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)
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            FILE - Rioters loyal to President Donald Trump rally at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Jan. 6, 2021. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The FBI should have done more to collect intelligence before the Capitol riot even though the bureau did prepare for the possibility of violence on Jan. 6, 2021, according to a watchdog report Thursday. It also said no undercover FBI employees were present that day and none of the bureau's informants was authorized to participate.
The report from the Justice Department inspector general's office knocks down a fringe conspiracy theory advanced by some Republicans in Congress that the FBI played a role in instigating the events that day, when rioters determined to overturn Republican Donald Trump's 2020 election loss to Democrat Joe Biden stormed the building in a violent clash with police.
The review was being released nearly four years after a dark chapter in history that shook the bedrock of American democracy.
Though narrow in scope, the report aims to shed light on gnawing questions that have dominated public discourse, including whether major intelligence failures preceded the riot and whether anyone in the crowd was for some reason acting at the behest of the FBI. It's the latest major investigation about a day unlike any other in U.S. history that has already yielded congressional inquiries and federal and state indictments.

    


The watchdog found that 26 FBI informants were in Washington for election-related protests on Jan. 6, and though three entered either the building or a restricted area outside, none had been authorized to do so by the bureau or to break the law or encourage others to do so.




The report also found that the FBI did take appropriate steps to prepare for the events of Jan. 6, but failed to scour its 56 field offices across the country for relevant intelligence.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The watchdog's lengthy review was launched days after the riot, following revelations that a Jan. 5, 2021, bulletin prepared by the FBI's Norfolk, Virginia, field office that warned of the potential for "war" at the Capitol. The former head of the FBI's office in Washington has said that once he received that Jan. 5 warning, the information was quickly shared with other law enforcement agencies through a joint terrorism task force. 

    


But Capitol Police leaders have said they were unaware of that document at the time and have insisted that they had no specific or credible intelligence that any demonstration at the Capitol would result in a large-scale attack on the building. 
FBI Director Chris Wray, who announced this week his plans to resign at the end President Joe Biden's term in January, has defended his agency's handing of the intelligence report. He told lawmakers in 2021 that the report was disseminated though the joint terrorism task force, discussed at a command post in Washington and posted on an internet portal available to other law enforcement agencies.
"We did communicate that information in a timely fashion to the Capitol Police and (Metropolitan Police Department) in not one, not two, but three different ways," Wray said at the time. 
The conspiracy theory that federal law enforcement officers entrapped members of the mob has been spread in conservative circles, including by some Republican lawmakers. Rep. Clay Higgins, R-La., recently suggested on a podcast that agents pretending to be Trump supporters were responsible for instigating the violence. 

    


And former Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., who withdrew as Trump's pick as attorney general amid scrutiny over sex trafficking allegations, sent a letter to Wray in 2021 asking how many informants were at the Capitol on Jan. 6 and if they were "merely passive informants or active instigators."
It wasn't previously clear how many FBI informants were in the crowd that day. Wray refused to say during a congressional hearing last year how many of the people who entered the Capitol and surrounding area on Jan. 6 were either FBI employees or people with whom the FBI had made contact. But Wray said the "notion that somehow the violence at the Capitol on January 6 was part of some operation orchestrated by FBI sources and agents is ludicrous." 


    


One FBI informant testified last year at the trial of former Proud Boys leader Enrique Tarrio about marching to the Capitol with his fellow extremist group members, and described communicating with his handler as the mob of Trump supporters swarmed the building. But the informant wasn't in any of the Telegram chats the Proud Boys were accused of using to plot violence in the days leading up to Jan. 6.
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Newly elected West Virginia lawmaker arrested and accused of making terroristic threats
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                                        CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A newly elected state lawmaker in West Virginia is facing at least one felony and is accused of making terroristic threats.
Joseph de Soto, 61, was arrested by state police Thursday in Martinsburg following an investigation that found he made "several threatening/intimidating threats against government officials," according to a statement from Lt. Leslie T. Goldie Jr. of the West Virginia State Police. The lieutenant did not provide details about the threats or to whom they were directed.
One of de Soto's alleged targets was West Virginia Republican Speaker of the House Roger Hanshaw, the television station WVNS reported, citing a criminal complaint.
De Soto was elected to his first term in the West Virginia House as a Republican representing part of Berkeley County in the state's eastern panhandle in November, receiving 72% of the vote in the general election after defeating two other Republicans in the May primary.

    


De Soto did not immediately return a phone message Thursday seeking comment. A Berkeley County Magistrate Court clerk said that as of Thursday, de Soto had not yet been scheduled for arraignment. The case is still under investigation, state police said.


West Virginia GOP Party Chair Matt Herridge said Thursday that Republican officials in the state "disavow and condemn" de Soto's actions.
"Our elected officials sacrifice a lot to serve their communities, and it is a travesty for anyone to face the additional burden of threats made against themselves and their families," he said in a statement.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Mike Queen, a spokesperson for the West Virginia Secretary of State's Office, said de Soto changed his party affiliation from Republican to Democrat on Wednesday, the day before his arrest. Queen said although officials are allowed to change their party affiliation after they're sworn in, the office was researching whether a candidate elected under the banner or one party could switch to another before officially taking office.


    


"The West Virginia State Police and the West Virginia Capitol Police take all threats against government process seriously," Goldie Jr. said. "Any person making these threats used to intimidate, disrupt, or coerce the members of our West Virginia legislature or other governmental bodies will not be tolerated."
If convicted, de Soto could face a maximum fine of $25,000 and three years in prison.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Keir Starmer will attend a meeting of European Union leaders early next year, becoming the first U.K. prime minister to do so since the country's departure from the bloc in 2020.
Starmer was invited to the "informal" Feb. 3 meeting in Brussels by European Council President Antonio Costa on Thursday, when the two officials met for talks at Starmer's office at 10 Downing St.
Starmer's office said that the prime minister was "pleased to accept the invitation and looked forward to discussing enhanced strategic cooperation with the EU, notably on defense."
The U.K. and the EU have also agreed to have regular leader-level summits, starting in early 2025.
At Thursday's meeting, Starmer and Costa discussed support for Ukraine in its almost three-year war against Russia's full-scale invasion, and the fast-moving situation in Syria. 

    


A joint U.K.-EU statement said that they "agreed on the importance of ensuring a peaceful transition towards long-term political stability following the fall of (President Bashar) Assad's brutal regime."
Starmer, whose center-left Labour Party was elected in July, says he wants to "reset" U.K. relations with the 27-nation EU after years of acrimony, deepening cooperation on security and restoring some of the trade ties frayed by Brexit.




Although he advocated remaining in the bloc during the 2016 Brexit referendum, Starmer has ruled out reversing the decision, or rejoining the EU's borderless single market and customs union, which would require the U.K. to accept many of the bloc's rules.

He also has resisted pressure to agree to a youth mobility deal that would let young people from Britain and the EU live and work in the other's territory for a time. A Starmer spokesman said there were "no plans" for such an agreement.
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            Jim Troupis reads a statement after his court appearance outside a Dane County courtroom Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Jim Troupis reads a statement after his court appearance outside a Dane County courtroom Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Jim Troupis acknowledges former Wisconsin Gov. Scott McCallum after his court appearance outside a Dane County courtroom Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Jim Troupis is seen in a Dane County courtroom before his hearing Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Jim Troupis reads a statement after his court appearance outside a Dane County courtroom Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Jim Troupis is seen after his court appearance outside a Dane County courtroom Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Jim Troupis reads a statement after his court appearance outside a Dane County courtroom Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2024, in Madison, Wis. At left is former Wisconsin Gov. Scott McCallum. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Former associates of President-elect Donald Trump made their initial appearances in a Wisconsin court Thursday on felony charges related to a plan to submit paperwork falsely claiming that Trump had won the swing state in 2020.
Jim Troupis, who was Trump's attorney in Wisconsin, lashed out following the hearing, saying he was the victim of "lawfare" being waged against him by the state's Democratic attorney general.
Troupis, Kenneth Chesebro, an attorney who advised the campaign and Mike Roman, Trump's director of Election Day operations in 2020, are all charged with 11 felony forgery counts. Each charge carries a maximum penalty of six years in prison and a $10,000 fine.
Troupis appeared in person, while the other two appeared by phone with their attorneys in the Dane County courtroom. 
Troupis, in comments after the brief hearing was over, said Wisconsin Attorney General Josh has "doubled down on a vicious strategy to destroy our very faith in the system of justice by using the courts for his own personal political game."

    


"My family and I have endured nonstop vicious and unrelenting savage attacks on my reputation, on my livelihood," Troupis said outside of the courtroom surrounded by supporters, including Republican former Gov. Scott McCallum. "My children have been interrogated. My long-held friendships and professional life have been destroyed."




A court commissioner set a preliminary hearing for all three for Jan. 28. They will enter their pleas at their arraignment, which is not yet scheduled.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
They were ordered not to have contact with the 10 electors or three others not identified by name in the criminal complaint. They did not object to those conditions and were allowed to leave without posting any money for bail.
Troupis defended the strategy of having the GOP electors meet, saying it was necessary in case a court ruled that Trump won Wisconsin.

    


"We had thought that this would end," Troupis said. "The country asked for it to end in November, but lawfare in all its despicable forms will not end in Wisconsin."
The state charges against the Trump attorneys and aide are the only ones in Wisconsin. None of the electors have been charged. The 10 Wisconsin electors, Chesebro and Troupis all settled a lawsuit that was brought against them in 2023.
There are pending charges related to the fake electors scheme in state and federal courts in Arizona, Michigan, Nevada and Georgia. Federal prosecutors investigating Trump's conduct related to the Jan. 6, 2021, U.S. Capitol riot said the fake electors scheme originated in Wisconsin. 
Electors are people appointed to represent voters in presidential elections. The winner of the popular vote in each state determines which party's electors are sent to the Electoral College, which meets in December after a presidential election to certify the outcome. 
The Wisconsin complaint details how Troupis, Chesebro and Roman created a document that falsely said Trump had won the state's 10 Electoral College votes and attempted to deliver it to then-Vice President Mike Pence for congressional certification.

    


Prosecutors said in the complaint that most of the 10 electors told investigators they needed to sign the elector certificate indicating that Trump had won only to preserve his legal options if a court changed the outcome of the election in Wisconsin. Most of the electors also said that they did not consent to having their signatures presented as if Trump had won without such a court ruling, the complaint said.
Troupis and Roman filed four motions to dismiss the charge before Thursday's hearing. The court commissioner did not consider those.
The Wisconsin charges were brought by Kaul, the Wisconsin attorney general. One felony forgery charge was filed against each of the three defendants in June and on Tuesday 10 more were added pertaining to the defendants' interactions with the 10 electors.
The fake elector efforts were central to a 2023 federal racketeering indictment filed against Trump alleging he tried to overturn the results of the 2020 election. Special counsel Jack Smith moved to abandon that case last month, acknowledging that Trump's return to the White House in January will preclude attempts to federally prosecute him.

    


Trump was also indicted in Georgia along with 18 others accused of participating in a sprawling scheme to illegally overturn the 2020 presidential election there. Trump is trying to get that case dismissed, arguing that state courts won't have jurisdiction over him when he returns to the White House next month.
Chesebro and Roman were among those indicted with Trump in Georgia. 
Roman has pleaded not guilty to racketeering and conspiracy charges there, as well as to nine felony charges in Arizona related to the fake electors scheme in that state.

Chesebro pleaded guilty to one felony charge of conspiracy to commit filing false documents in a deal with Georgia prosecutors. He is trying to invalidate the plea after the judge in September tossed out the charge against Trump and others.
___
Associated Press writer Todd Richmond contributed to this story.
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            NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte speaks during a media conference at the conclusion of a meeting of NATO foreign ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte warned on Thursday that Russian President Vladimir Putin wants to "wipe Ukraine off the map" and could come after other parts of Europe next, as he urged Europeans to press their governments to ramp up defense spending.
"It is time to shift to a wartime mindset," Rutte told security experts and analysts at the Carnegie Europe think-tank in Brussels. He said people should gird themselves for the prospect that Russia might try to use "swarms of drones" in Europe as it has to deadly effect in Ukraine.
Putin "is trying to crush our freedom and way of life," Rutte said. The former Dutch prime minister listed Russia's attacks on Georgia in 2008, the annexation of Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula in 2014, and the all-out invasion launched almost three years ago.
"How many more wake-up calls do we need? We should be profoundly concerned. I know I am," he said. "Russia is preparing for long-term confrontation. With Ukraine, and with us."

    


Rutte's inaugural speech came just over two months after he took office as NATO's top civilian official. He has since toured the capitals of the 32 allies, including a visit to NATO's most important member, the United States to meet with President-elect Donald Trump. 




NATO has been a staunch backer of Ukraine and has helped most of its members funnel weapons, ammunition and other support into the country. But Trump's return, and pledge to end the war quickly, has fueled concern that an unfavorable truce might be forced on Ukraine.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Asked by the Associated Press how damaging a quick and shoddy peace agreement might be, Rutte said that "a bad deal means Putin coming out on top, and that will have worldwide ramifications, not only on Europe and Ukraine." He insisted that Ukraine must be involved in any peace talks.
Trump routinely complains that U.S. allies in NATO are not spending enough on defense. Rutte said Russia's military spending is likely to amount to 7 to 8% of its GDP next year -- far more than any NATO ally -- while its defense industry churns out tanks, armored vehicles and ammunition.

    


Putin also has the support of allies like China, Iran and North Korea.
Rutte noted that defense spending has risen sharply in Europe, with 23 allies expected to reach NATO's target of putting 2% of GDP into their military budgets. But he added: "I can tell you, we are going to need a lot more than 2%."
Rutte listed a series of recent "hostile actions" by Russia against NATO allies, including cyber-attacks, assassinations, an explosion at a Czech ammunition depot, the jamming of radars in the Baltic region to disrupt air traffic, and the "weaponization" of migrants to destabilize Europe.
"These attacks are not just isolated incidents. They are the result of a coordinated campaign to destabilize our societies and discourage us from supporting Ukraine," he said. "They circumvent our deterrence and bring the front line to our front doors."
Beyond increased defense spending in Europe, Rutte noted that NATO now has tens of thousands of troops on high readiness should they be needed to defend allied territory.

    


"With all this, our deterrence is good -- for now. But it's tomorrow I'm worried about," he said, and warned that "we are not ready for what is coming our way in four to five years. Danger is moving towards us at full speed."
"What is happening in Ukraine could happen here too, and regardless of the outcome of this war, we will not be safe in the future unless we are prepared to deal with danger," Rutte added.
Rutte appealed to governments to provide the defense industry with "the big orders and long-term contracts they need to rapidly produce more and better capabilities." He urged the industry to boost production for defenses against drones and other new war tactics.
He added that "freedom does not come for free" to the estimated 1 billion people living in the Euro-Atlantic area.

"If we don't spend more together now to prevent war, we will pay a much, much, much higher price later to fight it. Not billions, but trillions of euros. That's if we come out on top, and that's if we win," he said.
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IRS recovers $4.7 billion in back taxes and braces for cuts with Trump and GOP in power
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                    FILE - A sign is displayed outside the Internal Revenue Service building May 4, 2021, in Washington. On Friday, Aug. 19, 2022. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- IRS leadership on Thursday announced that the agency has recovered $4.7 billion in back taxes and proceeds from a variety of crimes since the nation's tax collector received a massive glut of funding through Democrats' flagship tax, climate and health law in 2022.
The announcement comes under the backdrop of a promised reckoning from Republicans who will hold a majority over both chambers of the next Congress and have long called for rescinding the tens of billions of dollars in funding provided to the agency by Democrats. 
IRS leadership, meanwhile, is hoping to justify saving the funding the agency already has. 
On a call with reporters to preview the announcement, IRS Commissioner Danny Werfel said improvements made to the agency during his term will help the incoming administration and new Republican majority congress achieve its goals of administering an extension of the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.

    


Republicans plan to renew some $4 trillion in expiring GOP tax cuts, a signature domestic achievement of Trump's first term and an issue that may define his return to the White House.




"We know there are serious discussions about a major tax bill coming out of the next Congress," Werfel said, "and with the improvements we've made since I've been here, I'm quite confident the IRS will be well positioned to deliver on whatever new tax law that Congress passes." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Tax collections announced Thursday include $1.3 billion from high-income taxpayers who did not pay overdue tax debts, $2.9 billion related to IRS Criminal Investigation work into crimes like drug trafficking and terrorist financing, and $475 million in proceeds from criminal and civil cases that came from to whistleblower information.
The IRS also announced Thursday that it has collected $292 million from more than 28,000 high-income non-filers who have not filed taxes since 2017, an increase of $120 million since September.

    


Despite its gains, the future of the agency's funding is in limbo. 
The IRS originally received an $80 billion infusion of funds under the Inflation Reduction Act though the 2023 debt ceiling and budget-cuts deal between Republicans and the White House resulted in $1.4 billion rescinded from the agency and a separate agreement to take $20 billion from the IRS over the next two years and divert those funds to other nondefense programs.
In November, U.S. Treasury officials called on Congress to unlock $20 billion in IRS enforcement money that is tied up in legislative language that has effectively rendered the money frozen.
The $20 billion in question is separate from another $20 billion rescinded from the agency last year. However, the legislative mechanism keeping the government afloat inadvertently duplicated the one-time cut.
Treasury officials warn of dire consequences if the funding is effectively rescinded through inaction. 
Trump last week announced plans to nominate former Missouri congressman Billy Long, who worked as an auctioneer before serving six terms in the House of Representatives, to serve as the next commissioner of the IRS. Democrats like Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) have called Long's nomination "a bizarre choice" since Long "jumped into the scam-plagued industry involving the Employee Retention Tax Credit."

    


Trump said on his social media site that "Taxpayers and the wonderful employees of the IRS will love having Billy at the helm."

Werfel's term is set to end in 2027, and he has not indicated whether he plans to step down from his role before Trump's inauguration. Trump is permitted to fire Werfel under the law. 
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            Prisoners are closely guarded at Chikurubi Maximum Prison in Harare, Zimbabwe on Jan. 31, 2014. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi, File)
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            Zimbabwe President Emmerson Mnangagwa gestures during his inauguration ceremony at the National Sports Stadium in the capital, Harare, on Sept. 4 2023. (AP Photo /Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi, File)
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                                        HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) -- Zimbabwe's Senate has approved a bill to abolish the death penalty, a key step in scrapping a law last used in the southern African nation nearly 20 years ago.
Zimbabwe's Parliament said Thursday that the bill was passed by senators the night before. The death penalty will be abolished if it is signed by the president, which is likely.
The southern African country uses hanging, and last executed someone in 2005, partly because at one point no one was willing to take up the job of state executioner, or hangman.
President Emmerson Mnangagwa, Zimbabwe's leader since 2017, has publicly spoken of his opposition to capital punishment. He has cited his own experience of being sentenced to death -- which was later changed to 10 years in prison -- for blowing up a train during the country's war of independence in the 1960s. He has used presidential amnesties to commute death sentences to life in prison.

    


Amnesty International, which campaigns against the death penalty, urged Mnangagwa to sign the bill into law "without delay" and commute death sentences. Zimbabwe has more than 60 prisoners currently on death row.




According to Amnesty, about three-quarters of countries in the world no longer carry out the death penalty. Zimbabwe is one of more than a dozen in Africa and more than 50 across the world that have the death penalty enshrined in law without any official moratorium on it.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Amnesty International said it recorded 1,153 known executions globally in 2023, up from 883 the previous year, although countries that carried out executions declined from 20 to 16. Due to a veil of secrecy, the figures do not include those from North Korea, Vietnam and China. 
China is the "world's lead executioner" where thousands of people are believed to have been executed, Amnesty said in a report released in October.
Iran and Saudi Arabia accounted for almost 90% of all executions recorded by Amnesty in 2023. The United States recorded an increase from 18 executions in 2022 to 24 in 2023. Last year, China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Somalia and the U.S. recorded the most executions, in that order.

Zimbabwe is among four African countries alongside Kenya, Liberia and Ghana that have recently taken "positive steps" towards abolishing the death penalty, Amnesty said.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Canada's most populous province may bar American-made alcohol in addition to restricting electricity exports to Michigan, New York State and Minnesota if President-elect Donald Trump imposes sweeping tariffs on all Canadian products, a senior official said Thursday. 
The official in Ontario Premier Doug Ford's government said it is contemplating restricting Ontario's liquor control board -- the largest alcohol purchaser in the world and the main retailer in the province -- from buying American-made alcohol. 
Ontario is also considering restricting exports of critical minerals required for electric vehicle batteries and preventing U.S.-based companies from the government's procurement process, the official said, speaking on condition on anonymity as they were not authorized to speak publicly about the potential measures. 

    


Ford confirmed on Wednesday evening that Ontario is contemplating restricting electricity exports to Michigan, New York State and Minnesota. He reiterated that on Thursday and said it would make electricity unaffordable for Americans. 
"It's a last resort," Ford said. "I don't think President-elect Trump wants that to happen. We're sending a message to the U.S. If you come and attack Ontario, you attack livelihoods of people in Ontario and Canadians, we are going to use every tool in our tool box to defend Ontarians and Canadians. Let's hope it never comes to that."




Trump has threatened to impose a 25% tax on all products entering the United States from Canada and Mexico unless they stem the flow of migrants and drugs.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ontario powered 1.5 million homes in the U.S. in 2023 and is a major exporter of electricity to Michigan, Minnesota and New York.
"That's okay if he that does that. That's fine," Trump told CNBC when asked about Ford's remarks on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 
"The United States is subsidizing Canada and we shouldn't have to do that," Trump added. "And we have a great relationship. I have so many friends in Canada but we shouldn't have to subsidize a country. We're subsidizing more than a $100 billion dollars a year. We shouldn't have to be doing that."

    


The CNBC reporter said off camera Trump told him they hope they can work something out with Canada. 
Canada supplies more oil to the U.S. than any other country. About 60% of U.S. crude oil imports are from Canada, and 85% of U.S. electricity imports as well. 
"If you put a 25% tariff on oil from Alberta that increases every gallon of gasoline by one dollar," said Ford, who is chairman of a council of premiers for Canada's 10 provinces and three territories. 
Canada sold $170 billion worth of energy products last year to the U.S. It also has 34 critical minerals and metals the Pentagon is eager for. 
Ontario's Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland said after Wednesday's meeting with the premiers that a number of provincial premiers voiced support for a robust response to the tariffs, including critical minerals being exported to the U.S.
Freeland did not mention oil but said "obviously other ideas were discussed as well" when asked if Canada is considering cutting off oil exports to America. About a third of Canada's trade to the U.S. is energy.

    


Nearly 3.6 billion Canadian dollars ($2.7 billion) worth of goods and services cross the border each day. Canada is the top export destination for 36 U.S. states.
Canada has promised more border security spending to address Trump's border concerns. Ford said that will include more border and police officers, as well as drones and sniffer dogs.
Canadian Public Safety Minister Dominic LeBlanc, who along with Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau had dinner with Trump at Mar-a-Lago recently, said they plan to share details of those border plans with the incoming Trump administration in the coming days.
At the dinner, Kristen Hillman, Canada's ambassador to the U.S., said America's trade deficit with Canada was also raised. Hillman said the U.S. had a $75 billion trade deficit with Canada last year but noted a third of what Canada sells into the U.S. is energy exports and prices have been high.

    


Trudeau said this week that U.S.-imposed tariffs would be "absolutely devastating" for the Canadian economy, but it would also mean real hardship for Americans.
Economists say companies would have little choice but to pass along the added costs, dramatically raising prices for goods such as food, clothing, automobiles, alcohol and others.
The Produce Distributors Association, a Washington-based trade group, has said tariffs will raise prices for fresh fruit and vegetables and hurt U.S. farmers when the countries retaliate. Canada imposed duties in 2018 against the U.S. in a tit-for-tat response to new taxes on Canadian steel and aluminum.
Canadian officials have said it is unfair to lump Canada in with Mexico. U.S. customs agents seized 43 pounds of fentanyl at the Canadian border last fiscal year, compared with 21,100 pounds at the Mexican border.

    


Most of the fentanyl reaching the U.S. -- where it causes about 70,000 overdose deaths annually -- is made by Mexican drug cartels using precursor chemicals smuggled from Asia.

The U.S. Border Patrol reported 1.53 million encounters with irregular migrants at the southwest border with Mexico between October 2023 and September 2024, compared to 23,721 encounters at the Canadian border during that time.
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Paraguay reopens its embassy in Jerusalem, handing Israel a rare diplomatic victory
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                    Paraguay's President Santiago Pena, left, shakes hands with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (Amos Ben-Gershom/GPO via AP)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- The small South American nation of Paraguay reopened its embassy in Jerusalem on Thursday, becoming the latest of just a small handful of countries to recognize the bitterly contested city as Israel's capital.
The move marks a welcome diplomatic victory for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who has watched Israel's international isolation deepen as the devastating war in Gaza drags on. 
Paraguay first relocated its embassy to Jerusalem in 2018 under the pro-Israel government of then-President Horacio Cartes but reversed its decision months later when a new administration came to power.
The decision of President Santiago Pena, a protege of Cartes who has followed in his mentor's footsteps, to reopen the Jerusalem embassy makes Paraguay the first country to make the move since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack last year triggered the war.

    


The fate of Jerusalem is one of the most intractable disputes in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
It's also a controversial move. Israel views the entire city as its unified capital, while the Palestinians want east Jerusalem as the capital of their future state. Israel annexed east Jerusalem, home to the Old City, with holy sites sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims, in 1967 in a move that was not recognized by the international community. Most countries run their embassies out of Tel Aviv.




Paraguay now joins the United States, Honduras, Guatemala, Kosovo and Papua New Guinea as countries that have stationed their embassy in Jerusalem.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Spirits were high at the ceremony marking the embassy's inauguration Thursday, with Netanyahu and Israel's new Foreign Minister, Gideon Saar, lavishing praise on President Pena.
"My good friend Santiago," said Netanyahu, addressing Pena. "We're a small nation. You're a small nation. We suffered horrible things but we overcame the odds of history...we can win and we are winning."

    


"Jerusalem is the capital of Israel. It will always be the capital of Israel," Netanyahu said. "That will never change."
The ceremony came as the humanitarian crisis in Gaza has brought a wave of condemnation on Israel, undermining its international standing.
The world's top war-crimes court issued arrest warrants last month for Netanyahu and his former defense minister, accusing them of crimes against humanity during the war in Gaza. The Israeli offensive has so far killed over 44,800 Palestinians, more than half of them women and children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry which does not say how many are combatants. The warrants turn Netanyahu and Gallant into internationally wanted suspects, putting them at risk of arrest when they travel abroad.
Nevertheless, Pena invited Netanyahu to visit Paraguay. Netanyahu hung a Jewish mezuzah, a small scroll containing verses from the Torah, on the doorway of the new Paraguayan embassy.
Israel's top diplomat, Saar, said Israel and Paraguay shared a "friendship based not only on interests but also values and principles." He said he would soon visit Asuncion, Paraguay's capital, with a delegation from the Israeli private sector. He and Paraguayan Foreign Minister Ruben Ramirez Lezcano signed a series of bilateral agreements at the ceremony. 

    


Pena thanked Netanyahu and said he looked forward to future collaboration with Israel. 
"This is very important for you. We recognize that this is a very strong statement," Pena said. "Israel is going to win, and the countries (that) are standing next to Israel, we are going to win."
Despite a tiny Jewish community, far smaller than neighbors Argentina and Brazil, landlocked Paraguay has become one of Israel's closest allies in Latin America. The other countries in the region to recognize Jerusalem as Israel's capital, Guatemala and Honduras, have similarly strong evangelical churches. 
Evangelicals, many of whom see Israel's existence connected to biblical prophecy, are among the Israeli government's most hawkish supporters. In the U.S., conservative evangelicals have long inspired the Republican Party's pro-Israel advocacy.

    


Paraguay's conservative leadership has sought to curry favor with former and future U.S. President Donald Trump by strengthening its alliance with Israel as well as Taiwan -- two causes celebres of Republicans.
Paraguayan Foreign Minister Ramirez Lezcano was among the first foreign dignitaries to meet with Trump following his November election victory.
Earlier this year, Pena hosted Sen. Marco Rubio -- Trump's pick to become Secretary of State -- in what marked the first visit by a U.S. senator to the landlocked country in four decades.
The ascension of Pena to the presidency in 2023 helped revive Paraguay's strong ties with Israel years after his predecessor, Mario Abdo Benitez, shuttered Paraguay's Jerusalem embassy and prompted Israel to retaliate by temporarily closing its own in Asuncion. 

Under former President Cartes, a powerful cigarette tycoon sanctioned by the Biden administration for corruption, Paraguay immediately followed Trump's move to relocate the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem and break with decades of policy that the city's status should be decided in peace talks. 

    


___
Associated Press writers Isabel DeBre in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and Josh Goodman in Miami contributed to this report.
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ECB cuts rates a quarter point amid concerns of tepid growth, impact of Trump trade policies
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                                        FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) -- The European Central Bank has cut rates by a quarter percentage point amid signs of weakening growth and concern about the impact of political chaos in France and the possibility of new U.S. import tariffs after Donald Trump takes office as president.
The bank's rate-setting committee made the decision Thursday at its skyscraper headquarters in Frankfurt to lower the benchmark from 3.25% to 3%.
Bank President Christine Lagarde said that efforts to drive down inflation toward the ECB's 2% target were succeeding, making room to cut rates. "The disinflation process is well on track," she said in her post-decision statement delivered at a news conference. Fighting inflation is the bank's main job. 
She said the bank now foresaw "a slower economic recovery" than it did in a last set of projections in September.
Inflation has fallen steeply to 2.3% from its peak of 10.6% in late 2022, shifting attention from reigning in consumer price increases to worries about ongoing weak growth. The eurozone is expected to grow 0.8% this year and 1.3.% next year, according to forecasts from the European Union's executive commission. 

    


Higher ECB central bank benchmarks helped bring down inflation by making it more expensive to borrow and spend, and thus taking pressure off prices. For the same reason, rates that are kept too high for too long can undermine growth. The ECB has now cut its benchmark four times from its record peak of 4%.




Lower rates should support growth amid signs that the post-pandemic recovery is slowing in the 20 countries that use the euro currency. Concerns that Trump might impose new tariffs, or import taxes, on goods imported to the US after he is inaugurated Jan. 20 has sent a cold chill through the business world in Europe, where exports are an outsized contributor to growth and employment.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Without mentioning Trump by name, Lagarde said that the possibility of trade conflicts were one factor that meant economic growth could turn out worse than expected. 

    


"The risk of greater friction in global trade could weigh on euro area growth by dampening exports and weakening the global economy," she said. 
 There are risks at home in Europe as well. French Prime Minister Michel Barnier resigned Dec. 5 after losing a vote of confidence, leaving the France without a functioning government and no clear majority in parliament able or willing to tackle the country's excessive budget deficit. Elections cannot be held before June. While the end of the Barnier government hasn't triggered a financial crisis, it adds uncertainty about how long it will take for France to right its finances.
On top of that, Germany's governing coalition broke up in November, and a new national election is expected Feb. 23. Weeks of coalition negotiations are expected to follow before a new government is in place. 
So the two biggest eurozone economies will be politically adrift for months. 
All that has dinged the confidence that businesses need to borrow, invest, expand production and take risks. The survey index of purchasing managers compiled by S&P Global came in at 48.3 in November, with levels below 50 suggesting the economy is slowing. The Sentix survey of investor confidence fell in its first update after the U.S. election, by 4.6 points to minus 17.5.


    


A drumbeat of announcements regarding job cuts in coming years at major firms in Germany has not improved the mood. They include auto technology and parts firm Bosch, which plans to drop 5,500 jobs, 3,800 of them in Germany; auto supplier ZF Friedrichshafen, which plans to drop 14,000-15,000 jobs; and Ford Motor Co., which is to drop 4,000 jobs in Europe, 2,900 in Germany, and steelmaker ThyssenKrupp with 11,000 planned cuts. Volkswagen plans to shut as many as three German plants, according to its employee representatives who are negotiating with the company in an effort to block the closings. 
The ECB determines interest rate policy for the 20 of 27 EU member countries that have joined the euro currency. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/europe-economy-interest-rates-trump-tariffs-e1a234e129e1263bfb0defaa2fe0e7ee
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                                        GARDA SERAI, Afghanistan (AP) -- Thousands of people attended the funeral on Thursday of a Taliban minister killed in a suicide bombing in Afghanistan's capital, Kabul, the day before that was claimed by the Islamic State group.
The funeral for Khalil Haqqani, the minister for refugees and repatriation, was held in the eastern Paktia province. The Cabinet member was the most high-profile casualty of an assault in the country since the Taliban seized power three years ago. 
The minister, who died in a blast Wednesday at his ministry in Kabul along with five others, was the uncle of Sirajuddin Haqqani, the acting interior minister and the leader of a powerful faction within the Taliban. The United States has placed a bounty on both their heads.
Tight security was in place for the high-ranking officials attending the funeral, including Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi and Deputy Prime Minister Maulvi Abdul Kabir. 

    


Armed men guarded the coffin, which was draped in the Taliban flag, and loudspeakers broadcast sermons and eulogies. Local and international media were invited to cover the funeral in Garda Serai district in Paktia. 




Sirajuddin Haqqani led the mourners in prayer. They gathered on a vast plain against a backdrop of rugged mountains. Haqqani told the crowd he wished the person who perpetrated this "weak action" had thought of his uncle as an enemy of non-Muslims.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"The Americans offered a $5 million reward (for information) on him," said the acting interior minister. "He was not an enemy of Muslims. How can you call this a great victory, that you martyred a Muslim and are proud of it?"
In a statement carried by the Amaq News Agency, the Islamic State Khorasan Province -- a regional affiliate of the Islamic State group -- said that one of its fighters carried out the suicide bombing. The fighter waited for Haqqani to leave his office and then detonated his device, according to the statement. 

    


An official from Paktia, the Haqqanis' heartland, gave a different account of what happened. He spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to talk to the media.
The assailant was able to gain access to the ministry despite setting off an alarm on the body scanner because he told the guard he had metal plates in his hands, the official said. He also claimed he was a refugee.
The official added that Haqqani made time for refugees and people with disabilities who come to see him at work because he was sympathetic to their plight.
He was approaching the ministry after praying in the compound's mosque when the assailant detonated the bomb, the official added.
The U.N. mission in Afghanistan was among those to condemn the ministry attack. "There can be no place for terrorism in the quest for stability," the mission said on X.
Neighboring Pakistan has also expressed shock over teh attack. Mohammad Sadiq, the special representative for Afghanistan, wrote on X on Wednesday that the government stood in solidarity with Afghanistan and reiterated its commitment to work with Afghanistan in fighting the "menace of terrorism." 


    


The IS affiliate, a major rival of the ruling Taliban, has previously carried out bombings across Afghanistan. But suicide attacks have become rare since the Taliban seized power in August 2021 as U.S. and NATO forces were withdrawing after 20 years of war. 
Such assaults have mostly targeted minority Shiite Muslims, especially in the capital.
___
Associated Press writer Munir Ahmed in Islamabad contributed to this report.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Meta, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram, said it has donated $1 million to President-elect Donald Trump's inauguration fund.
The donation comes just weeks after Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg met with Trump privately at Mar-a-Lago. A Meta spokesperson confirmed the offering Thursday. The news was first reported by The Wall Street Journal.
Stephen Miller, who has been appointed deputy chief of staff for Trump's second term, has said that Zuckerberg, like other business leaders, wants to support Trump's economic plans. The tech CEO has been seeking to change his company's perception on the right following a rocky relationship with Trump.
Trump was kicked off Facebook following the Jan. 6, 2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol. The company restored his account in early 2023. 
During the 2024 campaign, Zuckerberg did not endorse a candidate for president but has voiced a more positive stance toward Trump. Earlier this year, he praised Trump's response to his first assassination attempt. 

    


Still, Trump had continued to attack Zuckerberg publicly during the campaign. In July, he posted a message on his own social network Truth Social threatening to send election fraudsters to prison in part by citing a nickname he used for the Meta CEO. "ZUCKERBUCKS, be careful!" Trump wrote.




Corporations have traditionally made up a large share of donors to presidential inaugurals, with an exception in 2009, when then-President-elect Barack Obama refused to accept corporate donations. He reversed course for his second inaugural in 2013. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facebook did not donate to either Biden's 2021 inaugural or Trump's 2017 inaugural.

Google donated $285,000 each to Trump first inaugural and Biden's inaugural, according to Federal Election Commission records. Inaugural committees are required to disclose the source of their fundraising, but not how they spend the money. Microsoft gave $1 million to Obama's second inaugural, but only $500,000 to Trump in 2017 and Biden in 2021.
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- France's President Emmanuel Macron and Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk said Ukraine must have a pivotal role in any potential negotiations over Russia's war in the country, following a meeting Thursday in Warsaw.
Macron also insisted Europeans must be involved in security talks in "very close" coordination with the United States to ensure Europe's interests are taken into account.
The meeting comes after Macron held key talks with President-elect Donald Trump and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Saturday in Paris. It also comes as Poland will assume the European Union presidency just weeks before Trump takes office. 
"We talked about our joint work for a just peace in Ukraine," Tusk said in a joint declaration with his French counterpart. 
"We have a clear position ... that Ukraine must be present at every (round of ) talks and every variant, every proposal must also be accepted by our friends in Kyiv," he said.

    


Poland has been one of Ukraine's strongest backers against Russia's full-scale invasion, which began on Feb. 24, 2022. 
Tusk dismissed as "speculation" sending troops to Ukraine following a potential truce or peace deal.




"Decisions regarding Polish actions will be taken in Warsaw, and Warsaw alone," he said. "For now we are not planning such actions."
Macron noted that "the Trump administration has indicated its willingness to try to change the course of this conflict."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
One day after meeting Zelenskyy, Trump asked Russian leader Vladimir Putin to act to reach an immediate ceasefire with Ukraine, describing it as part of his active efforts as president-elect to end the war despite being weeks away from taking office.

 "We have to work very closely with the Americans, with Ukraine of course, to find a possible path that takes into account Ukraine's sovereignty and interests and the Europeans' security and interests," Macron said. 
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Somaliland's new president is sworn in after elections that boosted region's drive for recognition
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                    Presidential candidate Abdirahman Mohamed Abdullahi, center, casts his vote inside a polling station during the presidential election in Hargeisa, Somaliland, Wednesday, Nov. 13,2024. (AP Photo/Abdirahman Aleeli)
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                                        MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP) -- Somalia's breakaway region of Somaliland on Thursday swore in its new president after last month's election that gave a boost for the region's push for international recognition. The ceremony came a day after Somalia and Ethiopia agreed in Turkey to hold "technical talks" over a dispute sparked by a deal Somaliland made with Ethiopia.
Abdirahman Mohamed Abdullahi, the region's former opposition leader who was elected in the November vote, became the sixth president of Somaliland, taking over from Muse Bihi Abdi in an inauguration ceremony in the region's capital, Hargeisa.
In his inaugural address, Abdullahi pledged to strengthen foreign policy and intensify efforts to gain international recognition for Somaliland, citing a "valid legal argument" for its sovereignty.
Somaliland seceded from Somalia more than 30 years ago, but is not recognized by the African Union, the United Nations or any other country as an independent state. Somalia still considers Somaliland part of its territory.

    


Over the years, Somaliland has been lauded for its stable political environment, contrasting sharply with Somalia's ongoing struggles with insecurity amid deadly attacks by al-Qaida-linked militant group al-Shabab. Since 1991, it has maintained its own government, currency, and security structures.




Its quest for recognition saw Somaliland sign a memorandum of understanding with neighboring Ethiopia in January to lease land along its coastline to establish a marine force base. In return, Ethiopia would recognize Somaliland's independence, which Somalia says infringes on its sovereignty and territory.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The agreement and its implications were a contentious issue during Somaliland's election campaign, with Abdullahi criticizing the deal for what he said was a lack of transparency. He has campaigned on a promise to review such agreements to ensure they align with Somaliland's strategic interests and broader goals for recognition.

    


Abdullahi, 69, of the opposition Waddani Party, secured more than 50% of the votes in the Nov. 13 presidential election, defeating Bihi, who sought a second term after seven years in office. The electoral commission confirmed the results, highlighting the high voter turnout and peaceful process as a testament to Somaliland's democratic resilience.
At Thursday's inauguration, U.S. Ambassador to Somalia Richard H. Riley congratulated Somaliland on the election and encouraged collaboration with the new administration.
"The people of Somaliland have set an example of democracy not only for this region but for Africa and the world. We are proud to be your friends and partners for the future," he said.

Abdullahi's administration now faces the dual challenge of navigating internal issues, such as the fighting in Somaliland's Sool region, while advancing Somaliland's case for international recognition and reassessing its regional agreements, including the Ethiopia deal.
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EU countries double down on a halt to Syrian asylum claims but will not yet send people back
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            Germany's Interior Minister Nancy Faeser, left, speaks with Luxembourg's Interior Minister Leon Gloden, center, during a round table meeting of EU justice and interior ministers at the European Council building in Brussels, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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            Marjolein Faber, Minister of Asylum and Migration of the Netherlands, left, greets Hungary's Interior Minister Sandor Pinter during a round table meeting of EU justice and interior ministers at the European Council building in Brussels, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- Some European Union countries on Thursday doubled down on their decision to rapidly halt asylum procedures for Syrian migrants in Europe, but said that it was too early to consider sending any of the hundreds of thousands of people who have fled since 2011 back home.
Austria, Belgium, Germany, Greece, Finland, Ireland, Sweden and non-EU country Norway suspended asylum applications from Syrians in the wake of Bashar Assad's fall. France is weighing whether to take similar action, at least until Syria's new leadership and security conditions become clearer.
The decisions do not mean that Syrian asylum-seekers will be deported. The EU's executive branch, the European Commission, has said that currently "the conditions are not met for safe, voluntary, dignified returns to Syria."
"We need to wait a few more days to see where Syria is heading now," German Interior Minister Nancy Faeser said. "What is the situation? What about the protection of minorities? What about the protection of the people? And then, of course, there could be repatriation."

    


Asked by reporters whether it would make sense to organize repatriations at an EU level, Faeser said "it would be very expedient to organize this together."




But she stressed that Syrians who work in Germany and abide by its laws are welcome to stay. Over 47,000 asylum claims by Syrians are pending in Germany, a main destination in Europe for those who have fled since 2011.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This is not a long term pause as far as I'm concerned," Irish Justice Minister Helen McEntee told reporters. "It's really positive that the Assad regime has come to an end. At the same time, we can all see that it's not clear what will happen next."
The arrival in Europe in 2015 of well over 1 million refugees -- most fleeing the conflict in Syria -- sparked one of the EU's biggest political crises as nations bickered over who should host them and whether other countries should be forced to help. Those tensions remain even today.

    


Almost 14,000 Syrians applied for international protection in Europe this year up to September, according to the EU's asylum agency. Around 183,000 Syrians applied for asylum in all of last year. On average, around one in three applications are accepted.
Already on Monday, despite deep uncertainty about the country's future, hundreds of Syrian refugees gathered at two border crossings in southern Turkey, eagerly anticipating their return home following the fall of Bashar Assad's government.
In the days since Assad's abrupt fall, rebel leader Ahmad al-Sharaa, formerly known as Abu Mohammed al-Golani, has sought to reassure Syrians that the group he leads -- Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, or HTS - does not seek to dominate the country and will continue government services.
HTS appears on the EU's anti-terrorism sanctions list as an affiliate of Al-Qaeda. That freezes any assets it has in Europe and prevents European citizens and companies from doing business with the group or funding it. Al-Golani is subject to a travel ban and asset freeze.

    


Belgium's interior ministry said Thursday that the whole of the 27-nation EU must monitor Syrian migration flows, amid concern that Assad loyalists might seek refuge in Europe. 
It said that around 100 of its nationals are in Syria, and that intelligence services believe that eight of them might have links to HTS. 
On Tuesday, the EU's top diplomat expressed concern that Syria might violently fall apart like neighboring Iraq, or Libya and Afghanistan if its territorial integrity and the rights of minorities are not protected.
"The transition will present huge challenges in Syria and in the region," EU foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas told European lawmakers during a special hearing.

The U.N.'s refugee agency has called for "patience and vigilance" in the treatment of Syrians who have sought international protection, and believes that much will depend on whether Syria's new leaders are prepared to respect law and order.
___
Kirsten Grieshaber in Berlin contributed to this report.
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            In this undated photo made available Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024 by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), workers collect opium gum in a poppy field in Shan State, Myanmar. (UNODC via AP)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- There has been a slight drop in the production of opium in Myanmar, the world's biggest source of the illicit drug from which heroin is derived, experts from the United Nations said Thursday, while warning of strong prospects for future expansion of the deadly trade.
The Myanmar Opium Survey 2024 issued by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime says that after three consecutive years of growth, the area where opium is cultivated fell by 4% to 45,200 hectares (111,700 acres) and production decreased by 8% to 995 metric tons due to a 4% decline in opium yield. 
UNODC announced last year that Myanmar had overtaken Afghanistan to become the world's top opium producer, saying a ban imposed by the ruling Taliban after its 2021 takeover led to a 95% drop there in opium cultivation. Opium, the base from which morphine and heroin are produced, is harvested from poppy flowers.

    


Meanwhile, Myanmar registered growth in cultivation and production from 2021 through 2023, which UNODC attributed largely to 
 fostered by the crisis that arose after its army ousted the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi in February 2021. Resistance to the takeover has led to what is now a civil war.




Many farmers who had left opium behind during the period of relative stability before the military takeover returned to growing opium, Masood Karimipour, UNODC Regional Representative for Southeast Asia and the Pacific, said at a press briefing about the survey, which utilized both on-the-ground investigations and satellite surveillance.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The consequences of the supply shakeup remain unclear, UNODC experts said.
"We believe that at the moment the global supply chain for heroin has not been fully adjusted," said Inshik Sim, a UNODC Research Officer, "And there is an implication that because there is a lack of heroin at the global level, somebody has to fill the markets and that may push the Myanmar opium poppy farmers to increasingly engage in opium poppy cultivation."

    


In 2024, however, UNODC says the fighting at the heart of the instability intensified so much that it may have constrained production, due to factors including displacement and restrictions on movement, as appears to be the case in the opium-producing regions of Shan and Kachin in eastern and northern Myanmar.
That does not necessarily mean production has plateaued, said the U.N. experts.
"Troublingly, we are seeing indicators that the expanding and intensifying conflict in Myanmar is also a growing concern," said Karimipour. "So as the situation in Myanmar remains volatile and as the governance and humanitarian crises there continue, we may again see more people pushed into opium cultivation."
"And we also note that the farmers have reported to us that their number one reason is just to put food on the table and that economic need will continue to intensify and worsen. So we don't predict an alleviation in the motivation to continue to grow opium."
"It's very important for the international community to do what it can to support farming communities, to build resilience outside the opium economy, as the push factors that we've just discussed will continue," Karimipour said, adding that, "and it's important to continue monitoring the situation in both Myanmar and Afghanistan as it relates to the global heroin supply chains."

    


Northeastern Myanmar is part of the infamous "Golden Triangle," where the borders of Myanmar, Laos and Thailand meet. The production of opium and heroin historically flourished there, largely because of the lawlessness in border areas where Myanmar's central government has been able to exercise only minimum control over various ethnic minority militias, some of them partners in the drug trade.

In recent decades, after the region's opium production had dropped, methamphetamine in the form of tablets and crystal meth supplanted it. It's easier to make on an industrial scale than the labor-intensive cultivation of opium, and gets distributed by land, sea and air around Asia and the Pacific.
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            Trucks queue next to a sign reading ''Republic of Bulgaria'', at Bulgarian-Greece border checkpoint Kulata, Bulgaria, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Valentina Petrova)
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            Hungary's Interior Minister Sandor Pinter speaks with the media during arrivals for a meeting of EU justice and interior ministers at the European Council building in Brussels, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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            Trucks wait in line at the Bulgarian-Greek border checkpoint Kulata in Bulgaria, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Valentina Petrova)
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            Bulgaria's Interior Minister Atanas Ilkov, left, speaks with European Commissioner for Internal Affairs and Migration Magnus Brunner during a round table meeting of EU justice and interior ministers at the European Council building in Brussels, Thursday, Dec 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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            Truck driver stands next to vehicles waiting in line at the Bulgarian-Greek border checkpoint of Kulata in Bulgaria, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, after European Union ministers agreed to let Bulgaria and Romania fully integrate into Europe's ID-check free travel zone, known as the Schengen area, by lifting land border controls from next year. ( AP Photo/Valentina Petrova)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 8 | 
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 8 | 
            Border police officers and Bulgarian Customs' employees carry out checks at the Bulgarian-Greek border checkpoint of Kulata in Bulgaria, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, after European Union ministers agreed to let Bulgaria and Romania fully integrate into Europe's ID-check free travel zone, known as the Schengen area, by lifting land border controls from next year. ( AP Photo/Valentina Petrova)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- European Union ministers on Thursday agreed to let Bulgaria and Romania fully integrate into Europe's ID-check-free travel zone, known as the Schengen area, by lifting land border controls from next year, the EU's Hungarian presidency said.
Bulgaria and Romania joined the Schengen area in March after years of negotiations, providing free access for travelers arriving in both countries by air or sea.
However, land border checks remained in place due to opposition, chiefly from Austria, over concerns that the two countries were not doing enough to prevent migrants from entering without authorization.
"Interior ministers have just adopted a decision to lift internal land border controls with and between Bulgaria and Romania," the Hungarian presidency posted on X. "A great victory for Bulgaria, Romania, and all of Europe!" Land border checks will end from Jan. 1.

    


Romania's Prime Minister Marcel Ciolacu said the decision would be a "major benefit" to his country's economy and enable "faster journeys home for the millions of Romanians" living and traveling within the Schengen area.




Freedom of movement is central to European integration. More than 420 million people live in the Schengen area, and their freedom to move across borders helps businesses and tourism to flourish. 
Romanian President Klaus Iohannis called it a "natural and necessary step" that will significantly reduce wait times at borders, lower logistical costs for businesses, and attract foreign investors. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Schengen membership has been a strategic objective for our country," he said in a statement. "Over time, there have been numerous obstacles, despite Romania's technical readiness to meet Schengen standards for many years."
He added that Romania would "continue to act responsibly to protect and strengthen the EU's external borders" to manage illegal migration.

    


The Schengen Area was established in 1985. Before Bulgaria and Romania's partial admission, it was comprised of 23 of the 27 EU member countries, along with Switzerland, Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein. Around 3.5 million people cross an internal border each day.
Economists from the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences calculated that with the decision, the total positive financial effect for Bulgaria would amount to 800 million euro ($840 million) per year.
Bulgarian Interior Minister Atanas Ilkov said it was "a historic day for Bulgaria, for Bulgarian citizens, for Bulgarian businesses, for the government."
"This is a well-deserved result of all our efforts over the past years, efforts made by all employees of the ministry of internal affairs," he said. "These efforts included physical security at the Bulgarian-Turkish border, using all available resources."
Ilkov added that last week, "colleagues dismantled yet another organized criminal group involved in illegal migration" and that random checks at the Bulgarian-Turkish border will continue.
On Thursday at Bulgaria's Kulata border checkpoint with Greece, known for its huge traffic jams for trucks and tourists, most drivers hailed the decision.

    


Nazum Kasumov, a 61-year-old truck driver, told The Associated Press that full Schengen accession "should have happened a long time ago. "We usually queue here for two days," he said, adding that drivers face similar lengthy delays at other checkpoints.
"If there's no border check that will save a lot of nerves (and) delays," said Nikolay Iliev, another truck driver waiting at Kulata. "We are fully accepted in Schengen, and that makes me very happy."
The Schengen area is one of the main achievements of the European project. It started as an intergovernmental project between five EU countries -- France, Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg -- and has gradually expanded to become the largest free travel area in the world.

However, several Schengen member countries, including the Netherlands, Austria and Germany, this year reinstated some land border checks, over concerns ranging from migration to security. Some EU officials warned the reimposed checks could undermine the scheme's goals.
--
McGrath contributed from Sighisoara, Romania; Veselin Toshkov from Sofia, Bulgaria; and Valentina Petrova from Kulata, Bulgaria. 
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    At least 110 people have died in 7 weeks of post-election protests in Mozambique, rights groups say

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            A police officer aims his weapon at protesters in Maputo, Mozambique, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. Protesters dispute the outcome of the Oct. 9 elections that saw the ruling Frelimo party extend its 49-year rule. (AP Photo/Carlos Uqueio, File)
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            A barricade burns Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024 in Mozambique's capital, Maputo,Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024 in protests that have engulfed the country after the opposition rejected the results of the country's polls which saw the Frelimo party extend its 58-year rule. (AP Photo/Carlos Uqueio, File)
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            A police officer aims his weapon at protesters in Maputo, Mozambique, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2024. Protesters dispute the outcome of the Oct. 9 elections that saw the ruling Frelimo party extend its 49-year rule. (AP Photo/Carlos Uqueio, File)
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                                        MAPUTO, Mozambique (AP) -- More than 100 people including children have been killed by security forces in post-election protests in Mozambique that have lasted nearly two months, rights and civil society groups said.
The main opposition leader called Thursday for more demonstrations against what he says was a rigged vote by the governing party.
The southern African nation, which endured a 15-year civil war from 1977 to 1992, has been beset by unrest and street protests since two prominent opposition officials were fatally shot in their car by unknown gunmen on Oct. 18. 
Those killings, which were called political assassinations by their party, increased tensions following a disputed Oct. 9 presidential election. Thousands of people have taken to the streets in protest against the long-governing Frelimo party, which has held power in Mozambique for nearly a half-century.

    


Since Oct. 21, 110 people have been killed in the protests, said Plataforma Eleitoral Decide, a Mozambique civil society group that monitors elections. Thirty-four of those were killed between Dec. 4 and Dec. 10 as the protests show no sign of abating, the group said.




International rights group Amnesty International repeated that death toll and said Wednesday that the fatalities were among a total of 357 people who have been shot by security forces during the protests. More than 3,500 people have been arbitrarily arrested, Amnesty said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Rights groups have criticized Mozambican authorities for what they call a brutal clampdown on what started as peaceful protests against the election, which opposition parties say was rigged. International observers also reported irregularities with the vote.
Frelimo candidate Daniel Chapo was declared the winner and president-elect to succeed current Mozambique leader Filipe Nyusi, who has served a maximum two terms. Chapo is due to be inaugurated on Jan. 15, but the election result hasn't been validated by the Constitutional Council as required amid legal challenges by the opposition.

    


Frelimo previously has been accused of rigging elections through ballot stuffing and having officials loyal to it working at polling stations, including in last year's local government vote, which also sparked protests.
But the ongoing demonstrations are the largest challenge to Frelimo since it came to power when the country gained independence from Portugal in 1975.
Thousands of protesters have barricaded roads, burned tires and set fire to police stations and Frelimo offices in the capital, Maputo, and other major cities, bringing parts of the country to a standstill. The army has been deployed.
Authorities have said the protests were violent and needed to be suppressed, but rights groups have accused them of using excessive force to increase anger. 
The rights groups say police and soldiers have regularly shot at peaceful protesters, while an army vehicle driving directly at and running over a female protester was caught on video and cited by the United States, the U.K. and others as evidence of brutality by the security forces. The army said that it was an accident.

    


Opposition leader Venancio Mondlane, who was second behind Chapo in the election results, has left the country over fears for his safety, but has encouraged people to continue protesting through regular videos and messages that he has posted on social media.
He said he would announce a new phase of protests on Monday.

"If the regime still wants to maintain the election results, if the fraudsters want to maintain the idea of establishing another illegal, illegitimate and unelected government, we will have no alternative," Mondlane said in a video.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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            FILE- A pro-democracy lawmaker Lam Cheuk-ting, center, gestures with five fingers, signifying the "Five demands - not one less" as he is surrounded by riot police during a news conference to mark one-year anniversary of the Yuen Long subway attack at the subway station in Hong Kong, July 21, 2020. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Journalists wait outside District Court in Wan Chai, Hong Kong, ahead of its verdicts on a landmark riot case involving a former pro-democracy lawmaker on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Kanis Leung)
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- A Hong Kong judge on Thursday convicted seven people, including a pro-democracy former lawmaker, of rioting during mob violence at a subway station at the height of the city's anti-government protests in July 2019. 
Prosecutors accused former legislator Lam Cheuk-ting and the six other defendants of provoking members of a group of about 100 men armed with wooden poles and metal rods who attacked protesters and bystanders at a train station. The men, all clad in white shirts, in contrast with the black worn by protesters, claimed to be protecting their homeland in Yuen Long, a residential district in Hong Kong's New Territories. 
Dozens of people, including Lam, were injured in the violence, a key chapter that escalated the protest movement as the public criticized police for their delayed response. The landmark ruling could shape the city's historical narrative of the incident. 

    


Judge Stanley Chan ruled that Lam was not acting as a mediator as he had claimed, but rather was trying to exploit the situation for political gain.
He said Lam's words directed at the white-shirted men had "fanned the flames." 




The seven defendants are expected to be sentenced in February. Several members of the public sitting in the gallery cried after hearing the verdicts. Others waved at the defendants, with one shouting to Lam, "Hang in there, Ting!" Lam appeared to be at ease. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The prosecution alleged the defendants had either berated the white-shirted men, used obscene hand gestures, hurled objects or shot jets of water at them with a hosepipe. 
The defendants had pleaded not guilty to the rioting charge. 
During the trial, Lam said he chose to go to Yuen Long because he hoped his then position as a lawmaker could pressure the police to act quickly. He said he could not leave the scene while fellow residents were in danger. Some defendants who targeted the white-shirted men with a hosepipe argued that they were just trying to stop the attackers from advancing. 

    


Chan, the judge, rejected the arguments of some defendants that they acted in self-defense. 
The 2019 protests were sparked by a proposed extradition law that would have allowed criminal suspects in Hong Kong to be sent to the mainland for trial. The government withdrew the bill, but the protesters widened their demands to include direct elections for the city's leaders and police accountability.
The social movement was the biggest challenge to the Hong Kong government since the former British colony returned to Chinese rule in 1997. In response, Beijing imposed a national security law in 2020, leading to the arrest of many activists. Others were silenced or went into exile. 
In November, Lam was sentenced to six years and nine months in jail in the city's biggest national security case. 

More than 10,000 people were arrested in connection to the protests for various crimes, such as rioting and participating in an unauthorized assembly. About 10 white-shirted men were convicted in other cases related to the mob violence in July 2019, local media reported. 
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            The sun sets over electric pylons along a solar farm near Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on March 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Solar panels on a roof are seen near the sunrise over Jiangmen in southern China's Guangdong province on Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Workers check solar panels at a solar power station on a factory roof in Changxing, eastern China's Zhejiang province on Feb. 7, 2012. (AP Photo/File)
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            Solar panels on a roof are seen near the sunrise over Jiangmen in southern China's Guangdong province on Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            FILE - Shipping containers are stacked at a port in Tianjin, China, Jan. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            A fridge magnet that reads "President Donald Trump 2024" is displayed at a store at the Yiwu wholesale market in Yiwu, east China's Zhejiang province, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            FILE - Shipping containers are stacked at a port in Tianjin, China, Jan. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            A fridge magnet that reads "President Donald Trump 2024" is displayed at a store at the Yiwu wholesale market in Yiwu, east China's Zhejiang province, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- The Biden administration plans to raise tariffs on solar wafers, polysilicon and some tungsten products from China to protect U.S. clean energy businesses. 
The notice from the U.S. Trade Representative's office said tariffs on Chinese-made solar wafers and polysilicon will rise to 50% from 25% and duties on certain tungsten products will increase from zero to 25%, effective on Jan. 1, following a review of Chinese trade practices under Section 301 of the 1974 Trade Act. 
The decision followed a public comment period after the USTR said in September that it was considering such actions.
"The tariff increases announced today will further blunt the harmful policies and practices by the People's Republic of China," USTR Katharine Tai said in a statement. "These actions will complement the domestic investments made under the Biden-Harris Administration to promote a clean energy economy, while increasing the resilience of critical supply chains." 

    


Reports Thursday said U.S. and Chinese officials were meeting this week and next for trade talks ahead of the year's end. 
China's Commerce Ministry took aim Thursday at the approval by the House of Representatives of a defense spending bill that includes $3 billion in funding for removal from U.S. networks of telecoms equipment provided by Chinese firms, including Huawei and ZTE.




"The United States' claim that Chinese information and communication products pose security risks is completely baseless," ministry spokesperson He Yadong told reporters at a routine briefing. "We hope that the U.S. will respect facts and stop politicizing and weaponizing economic and trade issues. China will take all necessary measures to firmly safeguard the legitimate rights and interests of Chinese enterprises," He said without elaborating.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Last week, Washington tightened restrictions on Chinese access to advanced semiconductor technology. Beijing responded by banning exports to the U.S. of certain critical minerals needed to make computer chips, such as gallium, germanium and antimony. It also stepped up its controls on graphite exports to the U.S. 

    


China provides a very large share of most of those materials and the United States has been working to secure alternative sources in Africa and other parts of the world. 
Tungsten is another strategically vital metal whose production is dominated by China. The U.S. does not produce it, but South Korea is a potential big supplier. It's used to make armaments and is also used in x-ray tubes and light bulb filaments, among other industrial applications. U.S. imports of the metal from China fell to $10.9 million in 2023 from $19.5 million the year before. 
After Beijing announced its ban on exporting gallium and the other materials to the United States, analysts said tungsten was another likely area where China might strike back. 
Trade frictions have been escalating ahead of the inauguration of President-elect Donald Trump, who has vowed to impose 60% tariffs on Chinese goods, among other threats. President Joe Biden has said Trump's promise of broad tariffs on foreign imports would be a mistake. 

    


His administration has kept in place tariffs that Trump imposed during his first term in office, but says it has a more targeted approach. 
China has sharply ramped up production of cheap electric vehicles, solar panels, and batteries at a time when the Biden administration has championed moves to support those industries in the U.S. 
The U.S. and other trading partners say China improperly subsidizes exports, giving exporters of solar panels and other products an unfair advantage in overseas markets, where its manufacturers charge lower prices thanks to government support. Washington also says China improperly pressures foreign companies to hand over technology. 
China accounts for more than 80% of the market for solar panels at all stages of production, according to the International Energy Agency, more than double domestic demand for those products. Its huge economies of scale have made solar power more affordable, but also concentrated the supply chain inside China. The IEA has urged other countries to assess their solar panel supply chains and develop strategies to address any risks. 

    


In early 2018, the Trump administration imposed 30% tariffs on imports of Chinese solar panels. Beijing filed a complaint with the World Trade Organization charging that the U.S. was unfairly supporting electric vehicle purchases. 

The investigation that led the USTR to raise the tariffs on solar panels concluded with a report in May that has prompted increases in tariffs on a range of products including electric vehicles, syringes and needles, medical gloves and facemasks, semiconductors and steel and aluminum products, among others. 
It has pushed tariffs on Chinese-made electric vehicles up to 100% from 25%, raised tariffs on Chinese-made lithium batteries to 25% from 7.5%. 
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            In this photo provided by South Korea Presidential Office, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks at the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (South Korea Presidential Office via AP)
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            Protesters march to the presidential office after a rally demanding South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Protesters struggle with police officers as they march to the presidential office after a rally demanding South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Protesters stage a rally to demand South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. The signs read "Disband the ruling People Power Party." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- In a fiery televised statement, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol defended his short-lived martial law decree as a necessary act of governance and vowed to "fight to the end" in the face of opposition-led attempts to impeach him, as investigations expand into whether his power grab last week amounted to a rebellion.
Yoon's statement, which came on the 45th anniversary of a coup orchestrated by the country's last military strongman Chun Doo-hwan, deepens the political turmoil that has paralyzed politics, halted diplomatic activities and rattled financial markets. 
Yoon spoke before opposition parties submitted a new impeachment motion against him for a floor vote this weekend. The main opposition Democratic Party accused the president of attempting to incite his far-right supporters to stage riots ahead of Saturday's impeachment vote at the National Assembly. 
Here's a look at the whirlwind events since last week that shook up one of Asia's most robust democracies:

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
DEC. 3
In a surprise announcement at 10:29 p.m., President Yoon tells a national television audience he's declaring martial law, saying the opposition-controlled parliament has become a "den of criminals" paralyzing government affairs.
Yoon vows to "eradicate" his political rivals, describing them as North Korea-sympathizing, "anti-state forces" responsible for "wreaking havoc and are the main culprits of our nation's downfall." He doesn't back his claims with direct evidence. 
In reaction, the main opposition Democratic Party calls for an emergency meeting. 
As lawmakers begin rushing to the National Assembly, the military's martial law command issues a proclamation declaring sweeping government powers, including the suspension of political parties' activities and other political gatherings that could cause "social confusion" and control over media and publications. It says anyone who violates the decree could be arrested without warrant.

    


Hundreds of heavily-armed troops encircle the Assembly, in an apparent attempt to prevent lawmakers from gathering to hold a vote to lift the martial law declaration. Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung live-streams his journey to the Assembly from a car, pleading for people to converge on the parliament to help lawmakers get inside. The shaky footage later shows him climbing over a fence to get onto the grounds.
DEC. 4
Shortly after midnight, National Assembly Speaker Woo Won Shik says through his YouTube channel that the Assembly will respond to Yoon's martial law declaration with "constitutional procedure."
Also climbing over a fence, Woo reaches the Assembly's main chamber at around 12:35 a.m. Some South Korean troops break windows to enter the parliament building but fail to reach the main chamber. Woo opens a meeting at 12:47 a.m. to hold a vote on whether to lift martial law.
At around 1:00 a.m., 190 lawmakers, including 18 from Yoon's own conservative People Power Party, voted unanimously to lift martial law. Troops and police begin to retreat from the Assembly shortly later.

    


At 4:30 a.m., Yoon's martial law is formally lifted following a Cabinet meeting.
Hours later, opposition parties submit a motion to impeach Yoon. They say his martial law declaration is a blatant violation of the constitution, which limits the presidential exercise of such emergency powers during wartime or comparable national emergencies, and doesn't allow for the suspension of parliamentary activities under any situation.
"It was a grave act of rebellion and provides perfect grounds for his impeachment," the Democratic Party said. 
DEC. 5
Yoon replaces his Defense Minister Kim Yong Hyun, a close associate believed to be the person who recommended the president declare martial law. Han Dong-hun, leader of Yoon's People Power Party, says he would work to defeat the opposition-led impeachment motion -- even though he criticized Yoon's declaration as "unconstitutional." Han says there's a need to "prevent damage to citizens and supporters caused by unprepared chaos." 

    


DEC. 6
In a bombshell reversal, Han expresses support for suspending the constitutional powers of Yoon, saying that the president poses a "significant risk of extreme actions, like reattempting to impose martial law, which could potentially put the Republic of Korea and its citizens in great danger."
Han says he received intelligence that Yoon had ordered the country's counterintelligence commander to arrest and detain key politicians based on accusations of "anti-state activities" during the brief period martial law was in force.
A high-ranking spy official tells lawmakers that the politicians targeted for detainment included Han, National Assembly speaker Woo and opposition leader Lee.
In an interview with The Associated Press, Lee questions whether Yoon is mentally fit to continue his presidential duties. He vows to make all-out efforts to get Yoon impeached as soon as possible. 

    


DEC. 7
Yoon survives the opposition-led attempt to impeach him, as most ruling party lawmakers boycotted a parliamentary vote to deny a two-thirds majority needed to suspend his presidential powers.
The vote came hours after Yoon issued an apology over the martial law decree, saying he won't shirk legal or political responsibility for the declaration. Yoon says he would leave it to his party to chart a course through the country's political turmoil, "including matters related to my term in office."
The Democratic Party vows to prepare a new impeachment motion. 
DEC. 8
Prosecutors detain the former defense minister, Kim Yong Hyun, over his alleged role in planning and executing Yoon's martial law enforcement.
DEC. 9
South Korea's Justice Ministry says it imposed an overseas travel ban on Yoon as the country's police, prosecution and anti-corruption agency expand competing investigations into allegations of rebellion and other charges in connection with his martial law decree.
DEC. 10
Kwak Jong-keun, commander of the Army Special Warfare Command whose troops were sent to parliament after Yoon declared martial law, tells parliament that he received direct instructions from the former defense minister, Kim, to obstruct lawmakers from entering the National Assembly's main chamber. He says Kim's instructions were to prevent the 300-member parliament from gathering the 150 votes necessary to overturn Yoon's martial law order.
Kwak says Yoon later called him directly and asked for the troops to "quickly destroy the door and drag out the lawmakers who are inside." Kwak says he did not carry out Yoon's orders. 
DEC. 11
Kim, the former defense minister, is formally arrested over his alleged collusion with Yoon and others in imposing martial law. The Justice Ministry says Kim was stopped from attempting suicide hours before a Seoul court issued his arrest warrant.
South Korean police send officers to search Yoon's office to look for evidence related to the martial law introduction but they are blocked by Yoon's security team from entering the compound. 
Police detain the national police chief and the top officer for Seoul over their roles in enforcing Yoon's martial law orders. 
DEC. 12
Yoon defends his martial law decree as an act of governance and denies rebellion charges, vowing to "fight to the end" in the face of attempts to impeach him. Opposition parties submit a new impeachment motion against him for a floor vote this weekend. 

Parliament also passes motions to impeach national police chief Cho Ji Ho and Justice Minister Park Sung Jae, suspending them from official duties, over their alleged roles in the enforcement of martial law.
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier resigns after no-confidence vote in parliament, AP explains
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            A waiter works as French President Emmanuel Macron addresses the nation following the resignation of ousted Prime Minister Michel Barnier, a day after a historic no-confidence vote at the National Assembly left France without a functioning government. Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024 in Versailles, outside Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French Prime Minister Michel Barnier addresses the National Assembly prior to a vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the first time since 1962, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French President Emmanuel Macron is seeking a political deal that would allow him to both name a new prime minister and "guarantee the stability of the country," following the resignation of ousted Prime Minister Michel Barnier, a spokesperson for the outgoing government said Wednesday.
Maud Bregeon, the spokesperson, said Macron insisted there was at the moment no "broader" political alliance than the current one between his centrist allies and conservatives from The Republicans party, which does not have a majority at parliament. She was relaying comments made by Macron during a weekly Cabinet meeting. 
Last week, the French president vowed to stay in office until the end of his term, due in 2027. The move followed a historic no-confidence vote prompted by budget disputes in the National Assembly left France without a functioning government. 

    


Barnier's government has been tasked with handling current affairs pending the appointment of a new prime minister.
Two options are still being considered by Macron, Bregeon reported. 
The first one would be to find a way to "broaden the alliance," she said, implicitly suggesting some leftists could join the government in addition to centrists and conservatives. That could give the future government a majority in the assembly. 




The other option would be to make a deal with opposition parties on the left so that they commit not to vote any no-confidence motion -- even though they would not be governing parties, Bregeon said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Macron did not provided any firm deadline for naming a new prime minister, she said.
Since last week, Macron has held talks with politicians from the left and the right, including Socialist leaders who now appear as key in efforts to form a more stable government.
Discussions have not involved the far-right National Rally party led by Marine Le Pen nor the hard-left France Unbowed party of Jean-Luc Melenchon since Macron said he would only speak with more moderate political forces. 

    


Le Pen, who helped ousting Barnier by supporting the no-confidence motion, demanded on Wednesday her party's proposals on preserving the purchasing power of the French to be taken into account by the future government. 
The next prime minister knows "what needs to be done to work in decent conditions," that is "talk to all political forces and build a budget that doesn't cross the red lines of each party," Le Pen said. 
She concluded: "It's perfectly doable."
On Wednesday, the outgoing government unveiled a special bill meant to enable the state to levy taxes from Jan. 1, based on this year's rules, and avoid a shutdown.
The bill, expected to be approved by parliament by the end of the year, is "temporary," outgoing budget minister Laurent Saint-Martin said. "It aims to ensure ... the continuity of the nation's life, the regular functioning of public services and the fulfillment of our financial commitments."

A proper budget law for year 2025 will then need to be presented by the new government and approved at parliament in the coming months, Saint-Martin said. 
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            Kurdish-led fighters backed by the U.S. prepare for battle against Islamic state group militants, in Raqqa, on June 22, 2017. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)
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            Kurdish-led fighters backed by the U.S. escort suspected Islamic State militants in Hassakeh, Syria, on Jan. 26, 2022. (AP Photo/Baderkhan Ahmad, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            American attack helicopter flies over Hassakeh, Syria, on Jan. 24, 2022. (AP Photo/Baderkhan Ahmad, File)
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            Kurdish-led fighters backed by the U.S. man a checkpoint in Hassakeh, Syria, on Jan. 24, 2022. (AP Photo/Baderkhan Ahmad, File)
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            Kurdish-led fighters backed by the U.S. stand guard in Raqqa, Syria, on Feb. 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Baderkhan Ahmad, File)
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            Turkish-backed Syrian forces stand in formation near the town of Azaz, Syria, on Oct. 7, 2019. (AP Photo, File)
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            Kurdish-led fighters backed by the U.S. man a checkpoint in Hassakeh, Syria, on Jan. 24, 2022. (AP Photo/Baderkhan Ahmad, File)
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            Kurdish-led fighters backed by the U.S. stand guard in Raqqa, Syria, on Feb. 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Baderkhan Ahmad, File)
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            Turkish-backed Syrian forces stand in formation near the town of Azaz, Syria, on Oct. 7, 2019. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        The jihadi rebels who toppled Syrian President Bashar Assad say they want to build a unified, inclusive country. But after nearly 14 years of civil war, putting that ideal into practice will not be easy.
For Syria's Kurdish minority, America's closest ally in the country, the struggle for a new order is entering a potentially even more challenging phase.
Over the course of Syria's civil war, Kurdish fighters have fended off an array of armed factions, partnered with the U.S. to rout the Islamic State group and carved out a largely autonomous region in the country's oil-rich east.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But the gains of the non-Arab Kurds are now at risk. The ascendance of the Sunni Arab rebels who overthrew Assad -- with vital help from Turkey, a longtime foe of the Kurds -- will make it hard for the Kurds to find a place in the new Syria and could prolong the conflict. 

    


The jihadi rebels who rode into Damascus over the weekend have made peaceful overtures to the Kurds. But the rebels violently drove Kurdish fighters out of the eastern city of Deir al-Zour days after government forces abandoned it. 
To the north, a separate opposition faction backed by Turkey that has been battling the Kurds for years seized the town of Manbij. And Turkey carried out airstrikes on a Kurdish convoy it said was carrying heavy weapons looted from government arsenals.




The Kurds have long counted on U.S. aid in the face of such challenges. Around 900 American troops are in eastern Syria, where they partner with Kurdish forces to prevent an Islamic State resurgence. But the future of that mission will be thrown into doubt under president-elect Donald Trump, who has long been skeptical about U.S. involvement in Syria.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Here's a closer look at the predicament the Kurds find themselves in.

    


Who are the U.S.-allied Kurdish fighters in Syria?
The Kurds are among the largest stateless ethnic groups in the world, with some 30 million concentrated in a territory straddling Turkey, Iran, Iraq and Syria. They are a minority in each country and have often suffered persecution, which has fueled armed Kurdish uprisings.
In Syria, they carved out an autonomous enclave early in the civil war, never fully siding with the Assad government or the rebels seeking to topple him.
When the Islamic State group seized a third of the country in 2014, Kurdish fighters -- who are secular and include women in their ranks -- proved their mettle in early battles against the extremists, earning support from the U.S.-led coalition.
They formed a group known as the Syrian Democratic Forces, which also includes Arab fighters, and drove the Islamic State group out of large areas of Syria with help from U.S.-led airstrikes and American special forces. In 2017, these Kurdish-led forces captured Raqqa, the capital of the extremists' self-styled caliphate.

    


Why is Turkey fighting the Kurds?
Turkey has long viewed the SDF as an extension of the decades-old Kurdish insurgency within its own borders. It considers the main Kurdish faction a terrorist group on par with the Islamic State and has said it should have no presence in the new Syria.
In recent years, Turkey has trained and funded fighters known as the Syrian National Army, helping them wrest control of territory from the Kurds in northern Syria along the border with Turkey. These Turkish-backed fighters have portrayed themselves as part of the opposition against Assad, but analysts say they are largely driven by opportunism and hatred of the Kurds.
The Kurds have focused on battling the SNA in recent years. But the new leadership in Damascus, which also has longstanding ties to Turkey, could open another, much longer front.

    


How do the Syrian rebels view the Kurds?
The main rebel faction is led by Ahmad al-Sharaa, formerly known as Abu Mohammed al-Golani, a former al-Qaida militant who cut ties with the group eight years ago and says he wants to build a new Syria free of dictatorship that will serve all its religious and ethnic communities.
Nawaf Khalil, head of the Germany-based Center for Kurdish Studies, said the early signs were positive. He said the rebels steered clear of two SDF-controlled enclaves of Aleppo when they stormed the city two weeks ago at the start of their rapid advance across the country.
"It is also positive that they did not speak negatively about the Syrian Democratic Forces," he said.
It remains to be seen if those sentiments will endure. After sweeping into Deir al-Zour this week, a fighter from al-Sharaa's group posted a video saying they would soon advance toward Raqqa and other areas of eastern Syria, raising the possibility of further clashes with the Kurds.
The rebels could still seek some kind of agreement with the Kurds to incorporate them into the post-Assad political order, but that would likely require accepting a degree of Kurdish autonomy in the east. It would also risk angering Turkey, which now appears to be the chief power broker in Syria. 

    


Will the Trump administration support the Kurds?
The top U.S. military commander for the Middle East, Army Gen. Erik Kurilla, met with SDF forces in Syria on Tuesday, in a sign of the Biden administration's commitment to the alliance post-Assad. 
But things could change on Jan. 20.
Trump has provided few details about his Middle East policy, aside from saying he wants to end the region's wars and keep the United States out of them. 
In a social media post shortly before Assad was overthrown, Trump wrote that "Syria is a mess, but is not our friend, & THE UNITED STATES SHOULD HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH IT. THIS IS NOT OUR FIGHT."
During his previous term, in 2019, Trump abandoned the Kurds ahead of a Turkish incursion, casting it as the fulfillment of a campaign promise to end U.S. involvement in the region's "endless wars."

The move prompted heavy criticism, including from prominent Republicans who accused him of betraying an ally. Trump backtracked weeks later, approving a wider mission to secure oil fields in the east. The troops remained where they were and the alliance endured. 
___
Associated Press writer Bassem Mroue in Beirut contributed to this report.
___
Follow the AP's Syria coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/syria

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/syria-war-assad-kurds-rebels-turkey-us-2b4af609c4dcf853ac6d7a22d3dccf5d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Oregon lawmakers to hold special session on emergency wildfire funding

    Oregon lawmakers to hold special session on emergency wildfire funding

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            This photo provided by the Oregon Department of Transportation shows the Durkee Fire burning in eastern Ore., July 22, 2024. (Oregon Department of Transportation via AP, File)
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            Members of the Oregon legislature interact on the Senate floor during the first day of the legislative session at the Oregon State Capitol, Feb. 5, 2024, in Salem, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)
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            In this photo provided by the Deschutes County Sherriff's Office, smoke rises from a wildfire near La Pine, Ore., June 25, 2024. (Sgt. Kyle Kalambach/Deschutes County Sherriff's Office via AP, File)
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                                        SALEM, Ore. (AP) -- Oregon lawmakers are convening Thursday for a special session to discuss emergency funding to pay out millions in unpaid bills stemming from the state's 2024 record wildfire season.
As wildfires still rage in California, Oregon is among several states grappling with steep costs related to fighting wildfires this year. New Mexico lawmakers in a July special session approved millions in emergency aid for wildfire victims, and states including North Dakota and Wyoming have requested federal disaster declarations to help with recovery costs.
Fighting the blazes that scorched a record 1.9 million acres (769,000 hectares), or nearly 2,970 square miles (7,692 square kilometers), largely in eastern Oregon, cost the state over $350 million, according to Gov. Tina Kotek. The sum has made it the most expensive wildfire season in state history, her office said.

    


While over half of the costs will eventually be covered by the federal government, the state still needs to pay the bills while waiting to be reimbursed.
"The unprecedented 2024 wildfire season required all of us to work together to protect life, land, and property, and that spirit of cooperation must continue in order to meet our fiscal responsibilities," Kotek said in a late November news release announcing the special session.




Oregon wildfires this year destroyed at least 42 homes and burned large swaths of range and grazing land in the state's rural east. At one point, the Durkee Fire, which scorched roughly 460 square miles (1,200 square kilometers) near the Oregon-Idaho border, was the largest in the nation.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Kotek declared a state of emergency in July in response to the threat of wildfire, and invoked the state's Emergency Conflagration Act a record 17 times during the season.
For the special session, Kotek has asked lawmakers to approve $218 million for the Oregon Department of Forestry and the Oregon Department of the State Fire Marshal. The money would help the agencies continue operations and pay the contractors that helped to fight the blazes and provide resources.

    


The special session comes ahead of the start of the next legislative session in January, when lawmakers will be tasked with finding more permanent revenue streams for wildfire costs that have ballooned with climate change worsening drought conditions across the U.S. West.
In the upcoming legislative session, Kotek wants lawmakers to increase wildfire readiness and mitigation funding by $130 million in the state's two-year budget cycle going forward. She has also requested that $150 million be redirected from being deposited in the state's rainy day fund, on a one-time basis, to fire agencies to help them pay for wildfire suppression efforts. 

While Oregon's 2024 wildfire season was a record in terms of cost and acreage burned, that of 2020 remains historic for being among the worst natural disasters in Oregon's history. The 2020 Labor Day weekend fires killed nine people and destroyed upward of 5,000 homes and other structures.
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            Former Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan arrives at federal court where he is on trial for charges in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme, Oct. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)
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            Former Chicago Alderman Daniel Solis leaves the Dirksen U.S. Courthouse in Chicago on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024, after another day of giving testimony in the corruption trial of former Illinois House Speaker Michael J. Madigan in Chicago. (Terrence Antonio James/Chicago Tribune via AP)
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            Former Chicago Alderman Daniel Solis arrives at the Dirksen U.S. Courthouse, Nov. 25, 2024, to take the stand in the Michael Madigan corruption trial in Chicago. (Antonio Perez//Chicago Tribune via AP)
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            Former Chicago Alderman Daniel Solis leaves Dirksen U.S. Courthouse after another day of testimony in the corruption trial of former Speaker Michael Madigan in Chicago on Dec. 3, 2024. (Tess Crowley/Chicago Tribune via AP)
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Hours of secretly recorded videos and phone calls have offered a rare glimpse into how the longest-serving legislative leader in American history operated behind closed doors.
As the corruption trial of former Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan stretches into its third month, testimony has covered his multiple alleged schemes, from kickbacks involving the state's largest utility company to Chinatown developments benefiting his private tax firm.
Jurors have heard from a congresswoman, former state legislators and the government's star witness: a former Chicago alderman who secretly wore a wire. 
Here's a closer look at the ongoing trial:
The charges
Madigan, who was speaker for over three decades, is charged in a 23-count indictment for bribery, racketeering, wire fraud and other crimes.
Prosecutors allege he exploited his unmatched influence not only as the Illinois House speaker but also as head of the state's Democratic Party for personal gain and to amass even more power. A tax attorney, he's also accused of benefiting from private work that was illegally steered to his law firm. 

    


The trial has shown how Madigan worked, with the lines between his political and personal roles intertwined.




For instance, meetings often took place at his downtown law office, whether they were for political or legal work. Elected officials or his political advisors were often present alongside business contacts. Even in meetings about tax work, he was called "the speaker," the recordings show. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In one 2014 meeting secretly recorded by a businessman also working undercover, a City Council member introduced Madigan to hotel developers for a Chinatown project. Madigan pitched his firm's business.
"We're not interested in a quick killing here. We're interested in a long-term relationship," Madigan said. "In terms of the quality of representation that you get from this law firm, we don't take a second seat to anybody. "
Afterward, the alderman told a businessman: "If he works with the speaker, he will get anything he needs for that hotel."

    


Star witness
One of the most-anticipated parts of the trial has been the testimony of former Chicago Alderman Danny Solis. A council member for 23 years, Solis led the powerful zoning committee.
As Madigan sought business for his tax firm, Solis met with Madigan over projects in the alderman's ward, which then included Chinatown and the trendy West Loop neighborhood near downtown.
But unknown to everyone -- including his family -- Solis was working for federal agents, recording meetings and phone calls.
"It was critical that the undercover work I was doing remain secret," Solis, 75, testified in court.
He told jurors that federal agents approached him in June 2016 and he agreed to cooperate to avoid prison for admitted wrongdoing including bribery.
However, Solis could be a problematic witness.
He faced massive financial issues, marital problems after an affair and ethical lapses, including accepting favors from a developer who arranged for Solis to get Viagra and massages "that turned sexual." He also testified he acted on requests from federal agents, including proposing that Madigan appoint him to a board after he left office. 

    


Defense attorneys called Solis unreliable and blasted his financial wrongdoing, including misspending campaign funds for a trip to Puerto Rico, his son's school tuition and a car.
"As an alderman and as chair of the zoning committee, you committed many crimes, is that correct?" Madigan attorney Daniel Collins asked Solis during cross examination. 
"Yes," Solis said.
Other witnesses have included U.S. Rep. Nikki Budzinksi, who testified about Madigan's influence in 2018 while she worked as an advisor for Gov. JB Pritzker.

    


The recordings
Some of the Solis videos are shaky and it's unclear how he recorded them. There's extended footage of ceilings and office walls. Many calls are short. 
But they show how Madigan, who famously didn't have a cellphone or email address, operated. 
In January 2018, Madigan called up Solis and asked about a proposed West Loop apartment building. 
"Is that going to go ahead? You know why I'm interested," Madigan says.
Solis asks if Madigan knew the developers.
"No, but I'd like to," he says.
Solis told jurors that Madigan's influence would be helpful to him, so he provided introductions. 
"I wanted to curry political favor with Mr. Madigan," Solis told jurors. 
The schemes
A sweeping investigation of public corruption in Illinois has already produced convictions of other elected officials and Madigan's former chief of staff.
Among other schemes, Madigan is accused of using his influence to pass legislation favorable to electric utility ComEd. In return, ComEd allegedly offered Madigan loyalists kickbacks, contracts and jobs where they did little or no work.
"When Madigan saw an opportunity to enrich himself, he took it," Assistant U.S. Attorney Sarah Streicker told jurors.

    


Defense attorneys have painted Madigan as a devoted public servant, calling him "incorruptible."
Madigan, who has has "adamantly" denied wrongdoing in the past, hasn't spoken publicly during the trial. He spends the proceedings watching witnesses and jurors intently, often taking notes. Family members including his daughter, former Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan, have attended court.

Also standing trial with Madigan is longtime confidant Michael McClain, 76, who already has been found guilty in a separate, related case. Last year, federal jurors convicted McClain and three others of the bribery conspiracy involving ComEd.
The trial is expected to extend into mid-January.
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            Serbian students protest during briefing by President Vucic amid ongoing anger over station collapse
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            A woman holds a banner that shows Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic, reading: "You have blood on your hands!" and stopping traffic, standing in silence to commemorate the 15 victims of a railway roof collapse five weeks ago, demanding accountability for the tragedy in Belgrade, Serbia, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic speaks during a news conference with Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico in the Serbia Palace in Belgrade, Serbia, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, center left, and Aleksandar Vucic, center right, President of Serbia, pose for a photo during their meeting in Freiberg, Germany, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (Sebastian Kahnert/DPA via AP, Pool)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic speaks during a news conference with Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico in the Serbia Palace in Belgrade, Serbia, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, center left, and Aleksandar Vucic, center right, President of Serbia, pose for a photo during their meeting in Freiberg, Germany, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (Sebastian Kahnert/DPA via AP, Pool)
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                                        BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) -- Serbia's president accused Tuesday foreign intelligence services of trying to unseat him in the wake of spreading protests in the Balkan state and that he wouldn't flee the country like the ousted Syrian leader Bashar Assad.
President Aleksandar Vucic posted a video message on Instagram saying: "I will fight for Serbia and serve only my Serbian people and all other citizens of Serbia, I will never serve foreigners, those who seek to defeat, humiliate, and destroy Serbia," he added.
Opponents of the populist leader compared him to Assad who fled to Moscow following a stunning rebel advance, ending his family's half-century of iron rule.
Vucic's opponents in Serbia have compared him to Assad and other world dictators, predicting that he may also try to flee the country if he loses his firm grip on power amid the protests triggered by a rail station roof collapse in the northern city of Novi Sad that killed 15 people on Nov. 1.

    


The protesters in Novi Sad, Belgrade and other Serbian cities have blaming the deadly collapse on rampant corruption in the country that led to sloppy renovation work on the station building in Novi Sad -- part of a wider deal with Chinese state companies involved in a number of infrastructure projects in the Balkan country.




The canopy collapse has became a flashpoint for broader dissatisfaction with Vucic's growingly autocratic rule, reflecting public demands for democratic changes in the country.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In the video, Vucic alleged that the spreading protests, which have recently been joined by university students, are financed from the West with the intention of toppling him and his government from power "with various hybrid tactics being employed to undermine the country." 
"If they think I'm Assad, and that I'll run away somewhere, I will not," Vucic said.
Vucic said that in the next few days and weeks, he will expose "in full detail how much money was paid over the last four years to destroy Serbia" and make it a vassal state, "which would not make its own decisions or choose its own future, but instead would have to listen to and serve someone else."

    


The Balkan nation is formally seeking European Union membership while maintaining very close ties with both Russia and China. Vucic, who claims political neutrality of Serbia, has repeatedly pledged never to join Western sanctions against Moscow for its invasion of Ukraine.
In a move that could further derail Serbia from its proclaimed EU ambitions, national parliament lawmakers have begun deliberating a bill that would establish a "foreign agents" registry -- a carbon copy of a restrictive law previously adopted in Russia.

The bill aims to regulate organizations and individuals receiving more than 50% of their funding from foreign sources. Critics both within Serbia and internationally have warned that such a law could stigmatize civil society organizations, hinder their operations and limit freedom of expression.
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Republican protests in close North Carolina races dismissed by elections board
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                    North Carolina Supreme Court Associate Justice Allison Riggs speaks to reporters after the State Board of Elections dismissed protests filed by her Republican opponent in last month's court election and by three GOP legislative candidates on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024 in Raleigh, N.C. (AP Photo/Gary D. Robertson)
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- North Carolina's elections board dismissed formal protests Wednesday by several Republican candidates who trailed narrowly in their races last month and had questioned well over 60,000 ballots cast this fall.
The State Board of Elections' decisions sided with the Democratic candidates, including those for a state Supreme Court seat and a key General Assembly seat. These matters are now expected to be resolved in the courts. 
The board voted in favor of denying the protests of GOP Supreme Court candidate Jefferson Griffin, who after a recent statewide machine recount trailed Associate Justice Allison Riggs by 734 votes from over 5.5 million ballots cast. No additional recounts had been ordered after a partial hand recount completed Tuesday failed to suggest that Griffin could catch up to Riggs. 
Riggs is one of only two Democrats on the seven-member court, which has been a partisan flash point in the state over the past two years in court battles involving redistricting, photo voter identification and other voting rights. 

    


The board on Wednesday considered protests filed by Griffin, a current Court of Appeals judge, and three candidates for the General Assembly covering three categories of voting. 




Those categories included votes cast by people with voter registration records lacking driver's licenses or containing partial Social Security numbers; overseas voters who have never lived in the U.S. but whose parents were deemed North Carolina residents; and military or overseas voters who did not provide copies of photo identification with their ballots. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The board is composed of three Democrats and two Republicans. In three of four dismissal motions Wednesday, the votes were 3-2 along party lines. The vote on the other motion was unanimous. 
Riggs' campaign has said that she is the winner and that Griffin should concede immediately. 

    


Speaking after the hearing, Riggs mentioned that her parents were among the 60,000-plus voters whose votes were being challenged, and "I can personally attest they are in fact lawful votes."
Griffin didn't immediately respond to an email seeking comment on the decisions. State Republican Party Chairman Jason Simmons said in a news release that the "board's continued efforts to engineer political outcomes for Democrats is shameful" and suggested appeals could be ahead.
Another candidate protester is GOP Rep. Frank Sossamon, who trailed Democratic challenger Bryan Cohn. A Cohn victory would mean Republicans fall one seat short of retaining their current veto-proof majority for the next two-year General Assembly starting next month. 
The board could have ultimately ordered corrected ballot tallies, more recounts or new elections if it determined the evidence showed election law violations or irregularities called into question the results of the protested elections. 
Scores of protests filed by Griffin and the legislative candidates are still being considered by county boards.
During Wednesday's hearing, attorneys for Riggs and other Democrats urged the state board to throw out the protests. They consider the protests an illegal attempt to change the election rules after votes have been cast and counted and out of line with protest rules. 

    


"The voters that protesters are challenging here today unquestionably are eligible voters," said Will Robertson, an attorney representing three Democratic legislative candidates and the state Democratic Party. "These protests are not only facially invalid but they're an affront to democracy and to the rule of law in North Carolina."
Citing the state constitution, attorneys for Griffin argued that elections boards cannot count the ballots of people who have never lived in North Carolina. And they said the state board erred by generating voter registration forms that did not make clear that state law requires an applicant to provide one of the identifying numbers. 
"We filed these protests because we believe the winners of these elections should be determined by eligible voters and only by eligible voters," Craig Schauer, an attorney for Griffin and GOP legislative candidates, told the board. 

    


In addition to the substance of the protests, Democratic board members also threw out the protests because they determined that voters did not receive appropriate legal notice that their votes were being challenged.
Griffin sent postcards to a voter or the "current resident" stating that "your vote may be affected" by a protest, according to legal briefs and evidence. It included a QR code that mobile phone users could visit to obtain information. Democrats said people may have thrown the postcard away or considered it a scam.
The state board's decisions came days after the state Democratic Party sued in federal court to block the State Board of Elections from ruling in any way to throw out the disputed ballots.

Griffin led Riggs by about 10,000 votes on election night, but that lead dwindled and flipped to Riggs as qualifying provisional and absentee ballots were added to the totals.
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Ontario premier says US energy exports will be cut off if Trump imposes sweeping tariffs on Canada
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            Ontario Premier Doug Ford speaks to the media outside of his office at the Ontario Legislature, in Toronto, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Bank of Canada Governor Tiff Macklem responds to a question during a news conference, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024 in Ottawa, Ontario. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Minister of Finance and Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland delivers remarks on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Spencer Colby/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Minister of Public Safety, Democratic Institutions and Intergovernmental Affairs Dominic LeBlanc delivers remarks on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Spencer Colby/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Ontario Premier Doug Ford speaks to the media at the Ontario Legislature, in Toronto, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 13 | 
            Ontario Premier Doug Ford speaks to the media outside of his office at the Ontario Legislature, in Toronto, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Minister of Finance and Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland delivers remarks on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Spencer Colby/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Minister of Public Safety, Democratic Institutions and Intergovernmental Affairs Dominic LeBlanc delivers remarks on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, oOntario, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Spencer Colby/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Minister of Finance and Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland delivers remarks on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Spencer Colby/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Bank of Canada Governor Tiff Macklem speaks during a news conference, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024 in Ottawa, Ontario. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Bank of Canada Governor Tiff Macklem speaks during a news conference, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024 in Ottawa, Ontario. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Ontario Premier Doug Ford steps out of an office to speak to the media outside of his office at the Ontario Legislature, in Toronto, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Minister of Finance and Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland, right, and Minister of Public Safety, Democratic Institutions and Intergovernmental Affairs Dominic LeBlanc arrive for a press conference on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Spencer Colby/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Ontario Premier Doug Ford speaks to the media outside of his office at the Ontario Legislature, in Toronto, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Bank of Canada Governor Tiff Macklem responds to a question during a news conference, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024 in Ottawa, Ontario. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Minister of Finance and Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland delivers remarks on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Spencer Colby/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Minister of Public Safety, Democratic Institutions and Intergovernmental Affairs Dominic LeBlanc delivers remarks on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Spencer Colby/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Ontario Premier Doug Ford speaks to the media at the Ontario Legislature, in Toronto, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Ontario Premier Doug Ford speaks to the media outside of his office at the Ontario Legislature, in Toronto, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Minister of Finance and Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland delivers remarks on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Spencer Colby/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Minister of Public Safety, Democratic Institutions and Intergovernmental Affairs Dominic LeBlanc delivers remarks on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, oOntario, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Spencer Colby/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- The premier of Canada's most populous province said Wednesday he will cut off energy to the United States if President-elect Donald Trump imposes sweeping tariffs on all Canadian products. 
Trump has threatened to impose a 25% tax on all products entering the U.S. from Canada and Mexico unless they stem the flow of migrants and drugs.
"We're going to put our list together, and I'm sure the other provinces will as well. But we will go to the full extent, depending on how far this goes. We will go to the extent of cutting off their energy," Ontario Premier Doug Ford said after meeting with Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and other provincial premiers. 
Ford said he didn't want this to happen but wasn't optimistic Canada could avoid tariffs. 
"This fight is 100% coming on Jan. 20 or Jan. 21," he said, referencing to the date of Trump's inauguration.

    


"We will use every tool in our tool box to fight back. We can't sit back and roll over. We just won't as a country. And isn't this a shame, our closest friends and allies."
About 60% of U.S. crude oil imports are from Canada, and 85% of U.S. electricity imports as well. 




It wasn't immediately clear if Ford was talking about all Canadian provinces cutting off energy exports to the U.S. or just his province. But a spokeswoman for Ford, Grace Lee, said it was raised in the call between Trudeau and the provincial premiers. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Premier Ford can only speak on behalf of Ontario, but its an area of provincial jurisdiction that we would certainly look at," Lee said in an email. 
Lee noted Ontario powered 1.5 million homes in the U.S. in 2023 and is a major exporter of electricity to Michigan, Minnesota and New York. 
Trump's transition team did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the threat.
Canada is also the largest foreign supplier of steel, aluminum and uranium to the U.S. and has 34 critical minerals and metals that the Pentagon is eager for and investing for national security.

    


"Canada, of course, will respond to unjustified tariffs," Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland said after the meeting. 
Freeland said a number of provincial premiers voiced support for a robust response to the tariffs and said that included critical minerals that are exported to the U.S. 
She didn't specifically mention oil but said "obviously other ideas were discussed as well" when asked if Canada is considering cutting off oil exports to America. 
About a third of Canada's trade to the U.S. is energy. 
Nearly $3.6 billion Canadian (US $2.7 billion) worth of goods and services cross the border each day. Canada is the top export destination for 36 U.S. states.
Canada has promised more border security spending to address Trump's concerns. Ford said that will include more border and police officers as well as drones and sniffer dogs. 
"A priority will be to share details of this plan with the incoming Trump administration and with Canadians in the coming days," Public Safety Minister Dominic LeBlanc said. 
Trudeau said this week tariffs would be "absolutely devastating" for the Canadian economy, but it would also mean real hardship for Americans. 

    


Economists say companies would have little choice but to pass along the added costs, dramatically raising prices for food, clothing, automobiles, alcohol and other goods.
The Produce Distributors Association, a Washington-based trade group, has said tariffs will raise prices for fresh fruit and vegetables and hurt U.S. farmers when the countries retaliate.
Canada imposed duties in 2018 against the U.S. in a tit-for-tat response to new taxes on Canadian steel and aluminum.
Canada's central bank, meanwhile, lowered its key interest rate by half a percentage point on Wednesday and called Trump's threat to impose sweeping new tariffs on Canada "a major source of new uncertainty." 
"We did underline that the threat of new tariffs on Canadian exports, particularly at the level suggested, that is a major source of new uncertainty," Bank of Canada Tiff Macklem said at a press conference. "But the reality is we don't know if those tariffs are going to be implemented. 

    


"We don't know if exemptions are going to be agreed on some parts, we don't know at what level, we don't know if Canada will take retaliatory measures."
Trudeau, meanwhile, got the attention of billionaire Elon Musk, a big supporter of Trump, with comments he made Tuesday lamenting that U.S. voters selected Trump over Kamala Harris as president. 
"We were supposed to be on a steady if difficult sometimes march toward progress. And yet, just a few weeks ago, the United States voted for a second time to not elect its first woman president," Trudeau said at a event sponsored by Equal Voice, an organization dedicated to improving gender representation in Canadian politics. "Everywhere, women's rights and women's progress is under attack -- overtly and subtly."

    


Musk called Trudeau "insufferable" in a post on X. "Won't be in power for much longer," he wrote. 
Ford also criticized Trudeau for the remarks. 

"They are not helpful at all. It was brought up a couple of times in our meeting," Ford said. "Donald Trump was elected democratically. If you like him or you don't like him that's not our issue. We elect Canadians and it was not helpful whatsoever. I'm sure the prime minister got the message loud and clear." 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/canada-interest-rate-cut-trump-tariffs-c0ef920ffb02ea0531c93516abad64e0
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            Protestors disrupted a chamber proceeding, after North Carolina House Republicans enacted legislation that erodes some powers of several statewide offices newly-elected Democrats are slated to hold next month. (AP video shot by Makiya Seminera and Gary Robertson)
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- North Carolina lawmakers on Wednesday enacted a law over the governor's veto that would diminish the powers afforded to his successor and other other Democratic statewide winners in the Nov. 5 elections.
In a 72-46 vote, the Republican-dominated House overrode Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper's veto a week after the GOP-controlled Senate voted to do the same. 
Like during the Senate vote, opponents to the power-shifting bill sat in the gallery and disrupted the chambers' floor proceedings. More than 150 people gathered on the third floor -- more than the House gallery could seat. They chanted "shame" as the override vote completed and continued to yell as they were escorted out.
After warning disruptors they would face arrest if they didn't quiet down and leave the building, General Assembly police arrested one woman who refused to leave, said police Chief Martin Brock, adding that she would face charges of trespassing, resisting arrest and violating building rules.

    


Many provisions within the 132-page law seek to diminish powers afforded to Gov.-elect Josh Stein, incoming attorney general Jeff Jackson, the next Democratic lieutenant governor and the schools superintendent. They all take office early next month. One of the most significant changes shifts the power to appoint State Board of Elections members from the governor to the state auditor, who will be a Republican next year. 




For decades, the governor has selected its five members, with the governor's party usually taking three seats. The enacted law transfers that power to the state auditor starting in spring. This, in turn, means Republicans will likely hold majorities on the state board and the county election boards. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The legislation also weakens the governor's authority to fill vacancies on the state Court of Appeals and Supreme Court and prevents the attorney general from taking legal positions contrary to the General Assembly in litigation challenging a law's validity. Several post-election deadlines will move up under the law after Republican complaints that counties took too long to count provisional and absentee ballots, especially in light of an extremely close Supreme Court race. 

    


The veto override took place in the final days of a lame-duck General Assembly session where Republicans hold exactly the number of seats necessary to override vetoes without help from Democrats. 
That won't be the case much longer -- barring a successful election protest that would flip a race's result -- after Democrats picked up one more House seat in the general elections.
Despite ultimately succeeding in their override, House Republicans had some difficulty staying unified. Some GOP lawmakers from western North Carolina -- where Hurricane Helene caused historic flooding -- initially voted against the measure last month. But all three -- Reps. Mike Clampitt, Karl Gillespie and Mark Pless -- ended up voting to override the veto.
Part of the criticism levied against the bill centered on the $252 million of Helene recovery funds attached to it, most of which can't be spent until the General Assembly acts again. 

    


In his veto message, Cooper called the bill a sham in which Republicans used Helene and "disaster relief" in its title to mask unconstitutional political power grabs -- a message repeated by House Democrats and Stein.
"It is despicable for the Republicans in the General Assembly to use folks' incredible need for aid to cloak their political pettiness," Stein said in a statement after Wednesday's vote. 
Other opponents to the bill said at a Wednesday news conference that GOP lawmakers weren't serving western North Carolinians and instead were undermining democracy. 
"Western North Carolina is not a toy to be played with. It is not an opportunity to exploit. It is not a place to be so violently disrespected," said Sam Stites, a Transylvania County staff member from advocacy group Just Economics of Western North Carolina.
Republicans point out they had already allocated more than $900 million to Helene relief since October, with plans for more funding next session. Caldwell County Republican Rep. Destin Hall, who is expected to be the House speaker next year, further defended the bill's executive power shifts as the legislature's constitutional right.

    


"This body is entirely committed to helping folks in this state with storm relief," Hall said. "So, in my opinion, what's happened is political football has been made out of this bill."
It's likely the new law will soon be mired in litigation -- just like eight years ago, after Republicans passed laws weakening Cooper's powers just before he took office. 
"Of course it's going to go to court," outgoing House Speaker Tim Moore, a congressman-elect, told reporters after the vote. "That's just the way it is."

The House also secured for the November 2026 statewide ballot a proposed constitutional amendment to require all North Carolina voters show photo identification before voting. The constitution currently only specifies that it's required for in-person voting. ID exceptions are afforded now and would continue with the amendment, and laws separate from the state constitution already direct voters to provide a photo ID copy when voting by mail. 
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            Thousands of members of youth and student bodies belonging to the Bangladesh Nationalist Party on Wednesday held a road march procession from Bangladesh's capital toward its eastern border with India, to protest against an attack on a diplomatic mission earlier this month and alleged desecration of Bangladeshi flags in India.
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            Supporters of Bangladesh's former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and her Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) denouncing attacks in India on a diplomatic mission and alleged desecration of Bangladeshi flags, participate in a protest in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Activists of Bajarang dal, a Hindu rights group, step on a symbolic flag of Bangladesh, during a protest against the alleged attacks on Hindus in Bangladesh, in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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            Activists of Bajarang dal, a Hindu rights group, carry a defaced symbolic flag of Bangladesh, during a protest against the alleged attacks on Hindus in Bangladesh, in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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            Activists of Bajarang dal, a Hindu rights group, burn an effigy of Bangladesh's interim leader Muhammad Yunus, during a protest against the alleged attacks on Hindus in Bangladesh, in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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            Activists of Bajarang dal, a Hindu rights group, burn an effigy of Bangladesh's interim leader Muhammad Yunus and a symbolic flag of Bangladesh, during a protest against the alleged attacks on Hindus in Bangladesh, in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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                                        DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) -- Thousands of members of youth and student bodies belonging to the Bangladesh Nationalist Party on Wednesday held a road march procession from Bangladesh's capital toward its eastern border with India to protest against an attack on a diplomatic mission earlier this month and alleged desecration of Bangladeshi flags in India.
They drove in cars to reach a border point at Akhaura in Brahmanbaria district to register their protest. Before starting for the border area, they rallied briefly in Dhaka where leaders criticized what they called "Indian aggression" against Bangladesh.
The party headed by former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia has been protesting against the attack by a mob of Hindus in the northeastern Indian state of Agartala on Dec. 2.
On the way to the border area, the entourage stopped at places where waiting supporters of Zia welcomed them and rallied briefly on Wednesday. Another rally will be held when the team reaches the border point. 

    


Wednesday's protest came two days after the foreign secretaries of Bangladesh and India held bilateral meetings in Bangladesh's capital to defuse escalating tensions between the two neighbors.




It was the first high-profile diplomatic visit by an Indian official since the fall of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who is in exile in India, in August.
Bangladesh, which is predominantly Muslim, has accused a group of Hindus in India of attacking the Assistant High Commissioner's office at Agartala and desecrating Bangladeshi flags in Kolkata in West Bengal state.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
India said it regretted the attacks and pledged to take action against those responsible. Bangladesh's Ministry of Foreign Affairs summoned the Indian High Commissioner and formally registered its protest. 
Tensions between the two neighbors also spiked over the recent arrest of a Hindu leader in Bangladesh, currently run by the interim government led by Nobel Peace laureate Muhammad Yunus. India stopped issuing visas to Bangladeshis except for emergency medical purposes after Hasina's ouster, while many Indian nationals taking part in infrastructure projects left Bangladesh because of security threats.

    


Protests were also held in parts of Hindu-majority India to denounce attacks on Hindus in Bangladesh.
Protests and counter-protests have strained the relations between the two countries. 

In Bangladesh, reports of the desecration of the Indian flag, with some burning it and others laying it on the floor for people to step on, strained relations further.
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Ohio politician proposes bill to make flag planting a felony after fight in Michigan rivalry game
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                    Michigan players celebrate their win over Ohio State in an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


An Ohio politician has seen enough flag planting by visiting sports teams.
Republican state Rep. Josh Williams said Wednesday on social media he's introducing a bill to make flag planting in sports a felony in the state. His proposal comes after the Nov. 30 fight at the Michigan-Ohio State rivalry football game when the Wolverines beat the Buckeyes 13-10 and then attempted to plant their flag at midfield. A fight ensued and police had to use pepper spray to disperse the players.
Similar flag-planting scuffles broke out across college football on that rivalry weekend.
Williams is calling it the O.H.I.O Sportsmanship Act.
"Behavior that incites violent brawls and puts our law enforcement officers in danger has no place on the football field," Williams said.
Former Oklahoma quarterback Baker Mayfield famously planted a flag in the middle of the field at Ohio State after the Sooners beat the Buckeyes in 2017.

    


Mayfield, who now plays for the NFL's Tampa Bay Buccaneers, said he doesn't think flag planting is a big deal.
"I'll say this: OU-Texas does it every time they play," Mayfield said on Dec. 1. "It's not anything special. You take your 'L' and you move on. I'll leave it at that."
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Argentina accuses Venezuela of harassing opposition members sheltering at its embassy in Caracas
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                    A police patrol car sits parked outside Argentina's embassy where some members of Venezuela's opposition are seeking asylum inside, in Caracas, Venezuela, July 31, 2024, three days after the contested presidential election. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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                                        CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) -- Argentina's government on Wednesday accused its Venezuelan counterpart of continually harassing six members of the political opposition who have been sheltering for months in the Argentine diplomatic compound in the capital, Caracas. 
It also urged the Organization of American States to pressure Venezuela to allow the safe departure of the six people to Argentina.
Argentine Foreign Minister Gerardo Werhein said the Venezuelan government is subjecting them to a "strategy of physical exhaustion" and "psychological terror" through prolonged harassment. The four men and two women have lived at the ambassador's residence since March to avoid arrest.
"The Venezuelan government has not only denied the safe passage that would allow their safe departure, but has adopted totally unacceptable harassment actions," Werhein said during a session of the OAS' permanent council. "The asylum seekers are subjected to water cuts, interruptions in electricity, restrictions on the entry of food and the constant presence of security forces in the vicinity of the diplomatic headquarters."

    


The group living at the ambassador's home includes the campaign manager and communications director of opposition powerhouse Maria Corina Machado. The government of President Javier Milei allowed them into the compound after authorities loyal to the ruling party issued warrants for their arrest, accusing them of promoting alleged acts of violence to destabilize the country.




Since late November, the group has denounced the constant presence outside the residence of Venezuelan intelligence service agents and police. It has also accused the government of cutting electricity and water services.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Venezuela's Minister of Interior Diosdado Cabello last week called the group's allegations a "farce."
Werhein, however, on Wednesday accused the Venezuelan government of violating international law that enshrines the right to asylum and the inviolability of diplomatic offices in any country. He urged the members of the regional organization to act firmly or risk being judged by their inaction.

    


As time goes by, "the anguish and uncertainty for those seeking asylum increases," he said. 
In August, Brazil accepted Argentina's request to guard the diplomatic compound in Caracas after Maduro's government expelled its diplomats following Venezuela's July presidential election. The vote's disputed results, which Venezuelan electoral authorities claimed favor Maduro, prompted Milei to declare that he would not recognize "another fraud." That drew the anger of Maduro and his allies.
But a month later, Venezuela revoked Brazil's authorization to guard the facility, alleging it had evidence of the use of the premises "for the planning of terrorist activities and assassination attempts."
Brazil and Argentina have rejected those accusations.
Venezuela's protracted political crisis deepened after the July 28 presidential election. The country's National Electoral Council, which is stacked with Maduro loyalists, declared him the election winner hours after polls closed. But unlike previous presidential elections, electoral authorities did not provide detailed vote counts.

    


Meanwhile, the opposition, led by Machado, collected tally sheets from 80% of the nation's electronic voting machines, posted them online and said the voting records showed that the faction's candidate, Edmundo Gonzalez, had won the election with twice as many votes as Maduro.
On Wednesday, more than a dozen members of the Organization of American States joined Argentina's call on Maduro's government to allow the safe passage of those living at the ambassador's residence.

"The continued harassment endangers the safety of the mission and individuals who may be seeking temporary refuge," U.S. State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said in a statement after the organization's session. "We call for Maduro and his representatives to stop issuing politically motivated arrest warrants for members of the democratic opposition and to guarantee safe conduct for those sheltered in the Argentine Embassy."
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Jim Leach, former US representative from Iowa, dies at 82
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                    Rep. Jim Leach, R-Iowa, question panel of witnesses during a hearing on Capitol Hill, Feb. 15, 2006, in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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                                        DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- Former U.S. Rep. Jim Leach, who served 30 years as a politician from eastern Iowa and later headed the National Endowment for the Humanities, died Wednesday. He was 82.
Leach, whose death was confirmed by an Iowa City funeral home, represented Iowa as a moderate Republican until 2006, when he was defeated by Democrat Dave Loebsack in a midterm cycle that gave Democrats control of the U.S. House. 
He was chair of the banking and foreign relations committees, and in 2002 he was among six Republicans, who then held the House majority, to vote against a resolution authorizing the use of force in Iraq. The measure paved the way for the 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq, which Leach also opposed.
After leaving Congress, Leach endorsed then-Illinois Sen. Barack Obama, the Democratic nominee, for president in 2008 over his party's nominee, Arizona Sen. John McCain, in part for Obama's opposition to the 2003 invasion -- a decision he said wasn't easy.

    


"Part of it is political parties are a distant analog to families and you really hate to step outside a family environment," Leach told The Associated Press in an interview at the time. 


Earlier this year, Leach joined with Loebsack to pen a Jan. 6 op-ed in The Des Moines Register, three years after former President Donald Trump's supporters stormed the Capitol in an attempt to stop Congress from certifying President Joe Biden's victory.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This anniversary of the violent insurrection on our nation's Capitol is a solemn reminder of how fragile the foundations of democracy are when extremists like Donald Trump are willing to undermine millions of voters and encourage a deadly mob all in the name of wielding power," Leach and Loebsack wrote.
Loebsack told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he even voted for Leach before running against him, despite their difference in political party.

    


"Jim served our district and state honorably for 30 years. He was a man of principle and integrity and honor," Loebsack said. "We're gonna miss him. There's no question."
Leach worked as a professor for Princeton, his alma mater, and the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard before Obama tapped him to lead the National Endowment for the Humanities in 2009. He resigned from the National Endowment for the Humanities in 2013 and he joined the University of Iowa faculty.
University Vice President Peter Matthes said in a statement Wednesday that Leach was a "relentless advocate" for Iowa. The university's statement also said Leach donated his public and private papers to their libraries.
"He lived a life of service that we should all aspire to emulate," Matthes said.
Iowa Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds offered her condolences Wednesday.

"As a member of U.S. Congress for 30 years, Jim dedicated his life to serving his country and the state of Iowa," Reynolds said on the social platform X.
Leach is survived by his wife, two children and two grandchildren, according to his obituary. 
___
This story has been updated to correct that the op-ed by Leach and Loebsack was published three years after the Jan. 6 riot, not one year after.
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Manchin, Sinema prevent Democrats from locking in majority on labor board through 2026
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                    FILE--Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., speaks to reporters at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 30, 2021. Manchin will deliver his final speech on the floor of the Senate today, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Senate Democrats failed Wednesday to confirm a Democratic member of the National Labor Relations Board after independent Sens. Joe Manchin and Kyrsten Sinema opposed the nomination, thwarting their hopes of locking in a majority at the federal agency for the first two years of President-elect Donald Trump's term.
A vote to move ahead with the nomination of Lauren McFarren, who currently chairs the NLRB, failed 49-50. Had she been confirmed to another five-year term, it would have cemented a Democratic majority on the agency's board for the first two years of the incoming Trump administration. Now, Trump will likely be able to nominate McFarren's replacement. 
The NLRB oversees labor disputes, supervises union elections and has the power to investigate unfair labor practices. The partisan breakdown of the NLRB's leadership is fiercely contested by businesses and labor groups, as the majority on the board sets the agenda and determines how readily the agency uses its power to investigate and enforce labor laws.

    


"It is deeply disappointing, a direct attack on working people, and incredibly troubling that this highly qualified nominee -- with a proven track record of protecting worker rights -- did not have the votes," Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., said in a statement.


The rejection of McFarren was yet another blow to Senate Democrats and President Joe Biden from Manchin and Sinema, who served as major brakes -- and at times outright obstacles -- to much of their legislative agenda the first two years of Biden's term. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Manchin left the Democratic Party in May, while Sinema withdrew from the party in 2022. Both chose not to run for another Senate term and will be leaving the Congress in January. 
Some congressional Republicans praised Manchin and Sinema for preventing the confirmation. 
"This NLRB seat should be filled by President Trump and the new incoming Senate. Not a historically unpopular president and a Senate Democrat Majority that has lost its mandate to govern," Sen. Bill Cassidy of Louisiana, said in a statement after the vote. 

    


"Big Labor knows the days of having the federal government do its bidding are numbered," Rep. Virginia Foxx, R-N.C., wrote in a statement. Foxx, who chairs the House Committee on Education and the Workforce, said that the incoming Trump administration would focus on "enacting a truly pro-worker agenda." 
Business groups also praised the rejection of McFarren. Kristen Swearingen, a vice president at Associated Builders and Contractors, a trade group, called McFarren's policies "harmful" and said the process to nominate her was "flawed." 
"Under McFerran's leadership, the NLRB has issued decisions and expanded interpretations of the National Labor Relations Act that have been rejected by the business community, Congress and federal courts," argued Swearingen. 
Labor unions decried the vote. Liz Shuler, president of the AFL-CIO, the nation's largest consortium of labor unions, said the senators who rejected McFarren's nomination "voted against the working people of this country" and warned that the incoming Trump administration would direct the NLRB to side with management over workers. 


    


"Make no mistake: This vote had nothing to do with stopping Chair McFerran's renomination and everything to do with reversing generations of progress workers have made toward building a fairer and more just economy," Shuler said.
Democratic lawmakers, like Schumer, took a dim view of the vote. Some directed their anger directly at Manchin and Sinema.
"Shortchanging workers is a bad way to leave," Rep. Mark Pocan, D-Wis., wrote on social media. 
___
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Person accused of accosting Rep. Nancy Mace at Capitol pleads not guilty to assault charge
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                    Rep. Nancy Mace, R-S.C., left, and Rep. Laurel Lee, R-Fla., leave a meeting to discuss President-elect Donald Trump's planned Department of Government Efficiency, or DOGE, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A person accused of accosting U.S. Rep. Nancy Mace in a Capitol Office building pleaded not guilty on Wednesday to a misdemeanor assault charge. 
Witnesses told police that James McIntyre, 33, of Chicago, shook Mace's hand in an "exaggerated, aggressive" manner after approaching the South Carolina Republican in the Rayburn House Office Building on Tuesday evening, according to a police affidavit. 
Mace, who is identified only by her initials in a court filing, posted a string of social media messages about the incident. She said she was "physically accosted" at the Capitol, and she thanked President-elect Donald Trump for calling her Wednesday morning to check on her condition.
"I'm going to be fine just as soon as the pain and soreness subside," Mace wrote.
Mace declined to be treated by a paramedic after her encounter with McIntyre, who was arrested Tuesday by the Capitol Police, the affidavit says.


    


Mace told police that McIntyre said, "Trans youth serve advocacy," while shaking her hand. Last month, Mace proposed a resolution that would prohibit any lawmakers and House employees from "using single-sex facilities other than those corresponding to their biological sex." Mace said the bill is aimed specifically at Delaware Democrat Sarah McBride -- the first transgender person to be elected to Congress.
A magistrate judge ordered McIntyre's release after an arraignment in Superior Court of the District of Columbia.
Efforts to reach an attorney for McIntyre weren't immediately successful.
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Secretary of State Blinken is returning to the Mideast in his latest diplomatic foray
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                    Secretary of State Antony Blinken appears before the House Foreign Affairs Committee on the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Secretary of State Antony Blinken is returning to the Middle East this week on his 12th visit since the Israel-Hamas war erupted last year but his first since the ouster of Syrian President Bashar Assad. The upheaval in Syria has sparked new fears of instability in a region wracked by three conflicts, despite a ceasefire agreement in Lebanon.
Blinken will travel to Jordan and Turkey on Thursday and Friday for talks expected to focus largely on Syria but also touch on long-elusive hopes for a deal to end the fighting in Gaza that has devastated the Palestinian territory since October 2023.
The State Department said Blinken would meet Jordanian officials, including King Abdullah II, in the port city of Aqaba on Thursday before flying to Ankara for meetings with Turkish officials Friday. Other stops in the region are possible, officials said. 

    


Blinken was departing after Republican lawmakers grilled him for longer than expected during testy congressional testimony Wednesday about the U.S. troop withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021.
The Biden administration has sent a series of officials to the Middle East, including national security adviser Jake Sullivan this week, as it navigates more volatility in the region in its last few weeks in office and as President-elect Donald Trump has said the U.S. should stay out of the Syrian conflict. The military has unleashed airstrikes and kept U.S. troops in Syria to prevent the Islamic State militant group from reconstituting in the upheaval. 




On his visit, Blinken "will reiterate the United States' support for an inclusive, Syrian-led transition to an accountable and representative government," department spokesman Matthew Miller said in a statement.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"He will discuss the need for the transition process and new government in Syria to respect the rights of minorities, facilitate the flow of humanitarian assistance, prevent Syria from being used as a base of terrorism or posing a threat to its neighbors, and ensure that chemical weapons stockpiles are secured and safely destroyed," Miller said.

    


Blinken said Tuesday the U.S. would be willing to recognize and fully support a new Syrian government that met those criteria. U.S. officials say they are not actively reviewing the foreign terrorist organization designation of the main Syrian rebel group but stressed they are not barred from speaking to members of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, known as HTS, which was once an al-Qaida affiliate.
Blinken then spoke by phone with the foreign ministers of Egypt, Jordan, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates to underscore the administration's position on Syria. He also reiterated the urgent need for a ceasefire in Gaza that releases the hostages taken by Hamas in its attack that launched the war and sets the stage for a "day after" plan for the governance, security and reconstruction of the Palestinian enclave.
Blinken will be the latest senior U.S. official to trek to the Middle East since Assad fled to Russia over the weekend as Democratic President Joe Biden prepares to leave the White House on Jan. 20 and Trump takes over.

    


Sullivan is in Israel and is expected to travel on to Egypt and Qatar afterward. The commander of U.S. forces in the region, Army Gen. Erik Kurilla, visited American troops in Syria and then leaders in Iraq on Tuesday, and he was in Lebanon on Wednesday. 
Meanwhile, Trump's incoming national security adviser met on Wednesday with families of Americans who are being held hostage in Gaza, according to a Trump transition official who was not authorized to comment publicly about the matter.
Florida Rep. Mike Waltz's meeting with the hostage families is the first known face-to-face engagement by a top Trump adviser since the Republican's defeat of Democrat Vice President Kamala Harris last month.
Two top State Department officials -- John Bass, undersecretary of state for political affairs, and Barbara Leaf, assistant secretary of state for Near East affairs -- have been in the region since the weekend.

Trump, who has spoken of his desire to see the conflicts end before he is back in the White House, has sent his designated Mideast envoy, Stephen Witkoff, to the region.
___
Associated Press reporter Aamer Madhani contributed from West Palm Beach, Florida.
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In 'Nickel Boys,' striving for a new way to see
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            Ethan Herisse, from left, RaMell Ross, and Brandon Wilson pose for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            This image released by Amazon/MGM shows Ethan Herisse, left, and Brandon Wilson in a promotional photo for the film "Nickel Boys." (Orion Pictures/Amazon/MGM via AP)
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            RaMell Ross poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Brandon Wilson poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Ethan Herisse poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Filmmaker and photographer RaMell Ross poses with the best director award for "Nickel Boys" during The Gothams Film Awards at Cipriani Wall Street on Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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            This image released by Amazon/MGM shows Ethan Herisse in a promotional photo for the film "Nickel Boys." (Orion Pictures/Amazon/MGM via AP)
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            This image released by Amazon/MGM shows Brandon Wilson in a promotional photo for the film "Nickel Boys." (Orion Pictures/Amazon/MGM via AP)
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            Ethan Herisse, left, RaMell Ross, and Brandon Wilson pose for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Actor Brandon Wilson poses with the breakthrough performer award for "Nickel Boys" and actor Aunjanue Ellis-Taylor during The Gothams Film Awards at Cipriani Wall Street on Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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            RaMell Ross poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Ethan Herisse poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Brandon Wilson poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Ethan Herisse, from left, RaMell Ross, and Brandon Wilson pose for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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                                    Ethan Herisse, from left, RaMell Ross, and Brandon Wilson pose for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            This image released by Amazon/MGM shows Ethan Herisse, left, and Brandon Wilson in a promotional photo for the film "Nickel Boys." (Orion Pictures/Amazon/MGM via AP)
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            RaMell Ross poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Brandon Wilson poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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                                    Brandon Wilson poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Ethan Herisse poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Filmmaker and photographer RaMell Ross poses with the best director award for "Nickel Boys" during The Gothams Film Awards at Cipriani Wall Street on Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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            This image released by Amazon/MGM shows Ethan Herisse in a promotional photo for the film "Nickel Boys." (Orion Pictures/Amazon/MGM via AP)
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            This image released by Amazon/MGM shows Brandon Wilson in a promotional photo for the film "Nickel Boys." (Orion Pictures/Amazon/MGM via AP)
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                                    This image released by Amazon/MGM shows Brandon Wilson in a promotional photo for the film "Nickel Boys." (Orion Pictures/Amazon/MGM via AP)
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            Ethan Herisse, left, RaMell Ross, and Brandon Wilson pose for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Actor Brandon Wilson poses with the breakthrough performer award for "Nickel Boys" and actor Aunjanue Ellis-Taylor during The Gothams Film Awards at Cipriani Wall Street on Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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            RaMell Ross poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Ethan Herisse poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Brandon Wilson poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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                                    Brandon Wilson poses for a portrait to promote the film "Nickel Boys" on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- RaMell Ross sometimes sends his photography students out on a unique assignment. He tells them to photograph a white person, a Black person, an Asian person and an Indian person. "And," he adds, "I want you to ask them how they want to be represented."
Before Ross was a photographer, a professor, a documentarian and, most recently, a feature filmmaker, he was a point guard whose 6-foot-6-inches height allowed him to peer over defenders to see the entire court. Ross' basketball career was derailed by injuries while at Georgetown University. But he has, ever since been fascinated with the ways we see.
In "Nickel Boys," one of the most thrillingly innovative American films of the decade, Ross adapts Colson Whitehead's 2019 Pulitzer Prize-winning novel. It's about two young men -- Elwood (Ethan Herisse) and Turner (Brandon Wilson) -- who've been sent to an abusive, mid-century Florida reform school called Nickel Academy.

    


The story, laced with the cruelties of the Jim Crow-era South, has commonalities with films made before. But the grammar of "Nickel Boys" is entirely its own. Ross shot the film, which opens Friday in New York and expands in coming weeks, almost entirely from the point of view of Elwood and Turner. As we watch, we're looking through their eyes. We gaze up at the sky or feel a blow to the head or feel the warmth of someone affectionately looking back at us.




"It's an ode to looking out of the eyes of those whose eyes have been owned by others, and whose perception has been managed by others," Ross says. "Films that take place in the past reproduce the aesthetics of the past. I question the aesthetics of the past."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In a medium that has been called "an empathy machine," "Nickel Boys" is a striking leap forward. In situating the viewer within the inner world of Elwood and Turner, it brings us closer to their experience, while shedding many of the conventions of both modern moviemaking and historical depictions from the time period of "Nickel Boys."

    


"I know if any person in here that has wild stereotypes about the world that they acknowledge or don't if they saw through my eyes, they would be other gone, challenged or would collapse," said Ross in a recent interview over coffee in midtown Manhattan. "The power is in the self and the eyes."
For Ross, who teaches visual art at Brown University, "Nickel Boys" isn't just about finding a new way to photograph. It's an attempt to uncover a visual language of consciousness, and specifically Black consciousness. In the time of "Nickel Boys" the dominant imagery was created overwhelmingly through a perspective that wasn't Elwood's, that wasn't Turner's.
"The question is," says Ross, "can you repopulate the missing archive?"

    


Seeing first person
POV camerawork has been tried occasionally through movie history. Robert Montgomery's 1947 Raymond Chandler adaptation "The Lady in the Lake" is generally credited as the first mainstream film shot in first person. That same year, "Dark Passage" began with a first-person prison escape, and doesn't change perspective until the escapee (Humphry Bogart) undergoes plastic surgery.
But Ross wasn't thinking about any precedents. Ross, who wrote the script with Joslyn Barnes complete with head turns and camera moves, wanted something much deeper than a gimmick.
In his most celebrated photography series, "South County, AL (a Hale County)," Ross examined Blackness across a Southern terrain indelibly traversed by photographers like Walker Evans. (Ross had moved to Greensboro, Alabama, to do social work and teach a college readiness program.) His images tend to be in dialogue with the photography of the past. Time, Ross says, became his medium.
"I'm definitely interested in thickening the present," he says. 
For a month before shooting, Ross and cinematographer Jomo Fray rehearsed with a small digital camera. Fray, who shot Raven Jackson's lyrical 2023 mosaic drama "All Dirt Roads Taste of Salt," found the process of finding new filmic vernacular enthralling.
"We have only begun to scratch the very surface of what cinema is capable of. Cinema is a medium that shares a language with our dreams," says Fray. "We're still at the infancy of this as an artistic form."

    


Creating a 'sentient perspective'
Ross and Fray, each of whom can be dazzlingly analytical about filmmaking and photography, found they weren't exactly seeking POV. In reality, that would be too shaky and uncentered. Instead, they honed what they call "sentient perspective" -- a POV that didn't mimic eyes but came closer to the feeling of being within a body.
"It's an invitation," says Fray. "The image is an invitation for the viewer to really place themselves in a body that they may or may not recognize. For two hours, you truly are walking in the shoes of another person. And that's at the heart of the promise of cinema."
It wasn't easy. Countless basic actions would need to be rethought. What would a hug look like? Production design, by Norah Mendis, essentially needed to be in all directions, 360 degrees. Operating the camera, Fray almost had to be an actor in the film, himself.

    


"The second that we started getting into how to make the film, I understood immediately why films like this aren't made," says Ross.
Yet, part of the beauty of "Nickel Boys" is how impressionistic the imagery still is. We get to know Elwood and Turner not just by what they do or what they say, but how they look upon the world, what they notice. Herisse and Wilson had the unique experience of always acting either alongside the camera rig or staring back into a lens.
"A lot of time we'd be trading places with Jomo or RaMell, but we'd stay really close and try to stay as present as possible," says Wilson. "On the other side, when you have to look down a lens, that's a different thing. You're trying to not look like you're looking at a camera, but seeing the other person on the other side of the camera."
"The first time I watched it, there was a complete detachment," says Herisse. "I didn't make the connection that that was me."
Perspectives on POV
The experience of watching "Nickel Boys" has been transcendent for many, though some critics have been more tepid about how the subjective POV alters your relationship to the characters. Some have said that connection is harder without the benefit of regular close-ups.
While Ross grants that "Nickel Boys" -- a Golden Globe nominee for best feature film, drama, and a winner with several major awards groups -- might be challenging for those who don't regularly engage with art or go to the theater, it's not a criticism he has much patience for.
"I don't give a (expletive) that you want these Black boys' narratives to be told in a way you think makes you feel good, or make you feel connected emotionally. Can you hear yourself? Do you know how self-centered you sound?" says Ross, addressing those critics. "Do you know a way to treat the viewer not as a voyeur in the death of Black folks? I don't know, but I think there's an interesting way to try that doesn't repeat the brutality in the minds of others. It gives them life. It restores something. It's not about their death."

Ross imagines he'll be making more movies, but, he says, he's in no rush. As a professor he gets to watch movies, look at photography, and talk to smart young people who have been trained in words but not in images.
And Ross is still working out his own vernacular. "Shooting" film, for example, doesn't sound right to him. What's better?
"I don't know yet," Ross says. "Engage the world. Go participate. Go make images."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nickel-boys-ramell-ross-interview-74693d9bff8a9fed535003b8b52bb47e



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Selena Gomez reveals engagement to Benny Blanco
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                    Selena Gomez attends the Academy Women's Luncheon on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, at the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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                                        Selena Gomez is having quite a year, and it's being capped with an engagement to music producer and songwriter Benny Blanco.
The Grammy- and Emmy-nominated performer announced she was off the market in an Instagram post Wednesday of her ring and an embrace with her fiance, with the caption "Forever begins now."
Celebrity fans sent their congratulations, with rapper Lil Nas X writing "So happy for you both" and Taylor Swift saying "Yes I will be the flower girl." Well-wishes were also sent by Gwyneth Paltrow, Lily Collins and Padma Lakshmi.
Gomez became a Golden Globe double nominee Monday for her roles in "Emilia Perez" and "Only Murders in the Building." 
In 2020, Gomez started the Rare Impact Fund and her Rare Beauty line of cosmetics, pledging to donate 1% of all sales to the fund to help expand mental health services and education for young people.

    


Blanco and Gomez worked together on the 2019 song "I Can't Get Enough," which also featured J Balvin and Tainy. In 2018, Blanco released his first song -- "Eastside" -- with Khalid and Halsey, and the trio performed it at the 2018 American Music Awards.

Among the songs he's credited on as a writer and producer include Katy Perry's "Teenage Dream," Kesha's "Tik Tok," "Circus" by Britney Spears and Maroon 5's "Moves Like Jagger."
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Woody Allen and Soon-Yi Previn are sued by the personal chef they fired
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                    Filmmaker Woody Allen, right, and Soon-Yi Previn arrive for an event in Cannes, southern France, May 15, 2010. (AP Photo/Matt Sayles, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Woody Allen 's former personal chef claims in a lawsuit that the filmmaker and his wife fired him because of his service in the U.S. Army Reserves and questions about his pay, then "rubbed salt on the wounds" by saying they didn't like his cooking.
Allen and Soon-Yi Previn "simply decided that a military professional who wanted to be paid fairly was not a good fit to work in the Allen home," private chef Hermie Fajardo said in a civil complaint filed Tuesday in federal court in Manhattan. 
Allen and Previn knew Fajardo would need time off for military training exercises when they and their home manager hired him as their full-time chef in June 2024 at an annual salary of $85,000, the complaint said. But he was fired the following month, soon after returning from a training that lasted a day longer than expected, it said.

    


When Fajardo returned to work, "he was immediately met with instant hostility and obvious resentment by defendants," according to the lengthy complaint. 
At the time, Fajardo had been raising concerns about his pay -- first that his employers weren't properly withholding taxes or providing a paystub, then that they shortchanged him by $300, according to the complaint.




Allen, Previn and manager Pamela Steigmeyer are accused in the lawsuit of violating the federal Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act and New York labor law, as well as causing Fajardo humiliation, stress and a loss of earnings.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Representatives for Allen did not immediately respond to emails seeking comment.

Fajardo said he was hired after being showered with compliments following a meal of roasted chicken, pasta, chocolate cake and apple pie he prepared for the defendants and two guests. According to the complaint, it was only after Previn fired him and he hired a lawyer that he was told his cooking was not up to par, a claim Fajardo said was untrue. 
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            This image released by Sundance Institute shows musician Sly Stone from the film "SLY LIVES! (aka The Burden of Black Genius)" by Ahmir "Questlove" Thompson, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Stephen Paley/Sundance Institute via AP)
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            This image released by Sundance Institute shows a scene from "2000 Meters to Andriivka" by Mstyslav Chernov, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Mstyslav Chernov/Sundance Institute via AP)
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            Tonatiuh, left, and Diego Luna appear in a scene from "Kiss of the Spider Woman" by Bill Condon, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Sundance Institute via AP)
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            This image released by Sundance Institute shows documentary subject Marlee Matlin in a scene from "Marlee Matlin: Not Alone Anymore," by Shoshannah Stern, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Sundance Institute via AP)
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            This image released by Sundance Institute shows, from left, Kelly Marie Tran, Lily Gladstone, Han Gi-Chan, and Bowen Yang in "The Wedding Banquet," by Andrew Ahn, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Luka Cyprian/Sundance Institute via AP)
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            This image released by Sundance Institute shows a still from "Ricky" by Rashad Frett, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Rashad Frett/Sundance Institute via AP)
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            This image released by Sundance Institute shows Eva Victor in a scene from "Sorry, Baby" by Eva Victor, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Mia Cioffy Henry/Sundance Institute via AP)
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            This image released by Sundance Institute shows a scene from "2000 Meters to Andriivka" by Mstyslav Chernov, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Mstyslav Chernov/Sundance Institute via AP)
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            Tonatiuh, left, and Diego Luna appear in a scene from "Kiss of the Spider Woman" by Bill Condon, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Sundance Institute via AP)
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            This image released by Sundance Institute shows documentary subject Marlee Matlin in a scene from "Marlee Matlin: Not Alone Anymore," by Shoshannah Stern, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Sundance Institute via AP)
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            This image released by Sundance Institute shows, from left, Kelly Marie Tran, Lily Gladstone, Han Gi-Chan, and Bowen Yang in "The Wedding Banquet," by Andrew Ahn, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Luka Cyprian/Sundance Institute via AP)
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            This image released by Sundance Institute shows a still from "Ricky" by Rashad Frett, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Rashad Frett/Sundance Institute via AP)
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            This image released by Sundance Institute shows Eva Victor in a scene from "Sorry, Baby" by Eva Victor, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Mia Cioffy Henry/Sundance Institute via AP)
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                                        Next year's Sundance Film Festival will feature Jennifer Lopez singing and dancing in Bill Condon's "Kiss of the Spider Woman," Questlove exploring the legacy of Sly & The Family Stone and Associated Press journalist Mstyslav Chernov's latest documentary about the war in Ukraine. 
The Sundance Institute on Wednesday unveiled 87 feature films set to premiere at the 2025 festival, kicking off on Jan. 23 in Park City, Utah.
Now in its 41st year, the festival remains a place of discovery for independent cinema and emerging voices. Because of its January timing, it's also a gathering that arrives alongside the presidential inauguration. At the 2017 festival following Donald Trump's first inauguration, Main Street was taken over by a lively women's march full of celebrities. This year, no such plans have been announced.
"Sundance as a festival has endured as a place to gather through inaugurations every four years, through different cultural moments and political moments," said festival director Eugene Hernandez. "We have a program that both engages with the world and also offers at the very same time an escape."

    


Narrative films and documentaries premiering this year will touch on politicized topics like transgender stories and rights, "stand your ground" laws, incarceration, the right to die and book banning. But Sundance doesn't program by theme or have mandates about topics, said Kim Yutani, the festival's director of programming.
"I think what you see across the program are stories that are told with real authenticity. There's an innovative quality to many of these films," Yutani said. "And the idea of free expression is something that is just as important to us."

    


Urgent issues and familiar faces in documentaries
Documentaries are always a highlight at Sundance, where the conversation starts and often continues through the year into the Oscar race. Chernov follows his Oscar winning"20 Days in Mariupol" with "2000 Meters to Andriivka," which looks at a Ukrainian platoon on a mission to liberate a village from Russian occupation. It's a joint project between AP and PBS "Frontline."
"Free Leonard Peltier" looks at the Indigenous activist who has spent most of his life in prison since his conviction in the 1975 killings of two FBI agents in South Dakota. In July he was denied parole.
Hernandez further spotlighted Barry Levinson and Robert May's episodic series "Bucks County, USA" about political divides in small town America and the friendship of two teenage girls despite their opposing views. 
There are also several docs about famous musicians and actors including Ahmir "Questlove" Thompson's "SLY LIVES! (aka The Burden of Black Genius)," Shoshannah Stern's "Marlee Matlin: Not Alone Anymore," Amy Berg's "It's Never Over, Jeff Buckley" and Matt Wolf's "Pee-wee as Himself." Elegance Bratton also looks at the roots of house music in "Move Ya Body: The Birth of House."
Star turns to watch at Sundance 
Some performances that may have people talking into the year include: Benedict Cumberbatch in "The Thing with Feathers," about a father processing the loss of his wife; Joel Edgerton and Felicity Jones in "Train Dreams" about a railroad day laborer from the "Sing Sing" writer and director; John Lithgow and Olivia Colman as father and daughter in "Jimpa"; Lopez in Condon's lush and vibrant musical adaptation; Lily Gladstone and Youn Yuh-jung in Andrew Ahn's "The Wedding Banquet"; Josh O'Connor in "Rebuilding"; and Ben Whishaw and Rebecca Hall in "Peter Hujar's Day," about New York's downtown art scene in the 1970s, from Ira Sachs. 

    


New Voices
Over 40% of the films, selected from nearly 16,000 submissions, are directorial debuts, like Rachael Abigail Holder's "Love, Brooklyn" with Andre Holland. 
Yutani also highlighted Rashad Frett's "Ricky," starring Stephan James as a man trying to rebuild his life post incarceration. Another notable debut is "Sorry, Baby," which Eva Victor wrote, directed and stars in and Barry Jenkins produced.
"There are scenes in this film that I have never seen before," Yutani said. "It was a real revelation."
Sundance from home
Film enthusiasts don't need to make the trek through the snow to pricey Park City to engage with the festival's offerings anymore. As with the past few years, about 60% of the program will be available online starting on Jan. 30. Tickets go on sale for individual films on Jan. 16 for the general public and even earlier for members.
"It's a really a great opportunity to just get a sampling of what's to come in the new year for films that will travel far and wide to other festivals or make it into theaters down the line," Hernandez said. 

    


Is Sundance leaving Park City?

This will be one of the last years that the festival is primarily based out of Park City. Over the past year, the Sundance Institute has been exploring options for host cities starting in 2027. Finalists include Salt Lake City, Utah (with some events still in Park City), Boulder, Colorado, and Cincinnati, Ohio. An announcement is expected in the first quarter of 2025.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/sundance-film-festival-2025-lineup-3f434437acbd58b7a8030334114a2511
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            Nicholas Alexander Chavez poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. Chavez has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            This combination of photos shows AP's 2024 breakthrough entertainers of the year. Fred Hechinger, from top left, Maleah Joi Moon, Nicholas Alexander Chavez, Adria Arjona, Myha'la, Aaron Pierre, and Glorilla. (AP Photo)
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            This combination of photos shows AP's 2024 breakthrough entertainers of the year. Fred Hechinger, from top left, Maleah Joi Moon, Nicholas Alexander Chavez, Adria Arjona, Myha'la, Aaron Pierre, and Glorilla. (AP Photo)
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            Nicholas Alexander Chavez's roles in "Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story" and "Grotesquerie" make him one of the Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Dec. 11)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        AP Breakthrough Entertainer: Nicholas Alexander Chavez feels best between 'action' and 'cut'

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 8 | 
            Nicholas Alexander Chavez poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. Chavez has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 8

                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 8 | 
            Nicholas Alexander Chavez poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. Chavez has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 8

                                    
                                    Nicholas Alexander Chavez poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. Chavez has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 8 | 
            Nicholas Alexander Chavez poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. Chavez has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8

                                    
                                    Nicholas Alexander Chavez poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. Chavez has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 8 | 
            Nicholas Alexander Chavez poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. Chavez has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8

                                    
                                    Nicholas Alexander Chavez poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. Chavez has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            Nicholas Alexander Chavez poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. Chavez has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8

                                    
                                    Nicholas Alexander Chavez poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. Chavez has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 8 | 
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                                        It's not an exaggeration to say Nicholas Alexander Chavez had a very good year. 

Now a member of Ryan Murphy's unofficial acting troupe, he starred in two of the creator's new series. First came the Golden Globe-nominated "Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story," for Netflix. Chavez played Lyle, the elder of two brothers serving a lifetime prison sentence for killing their parents, Jose and Kitty, in 1989. 

Chavez recognizes some parts of the series are "really, really difficult to digest" but points out that "Monsters" shows multiple sides to the story. The brothers have said they killed their parents out of self-defense, following sexual abuse by their father.

"To my knowledge, it's the first TV show about the Menendez brothers that's told in that format," said Chavez, who prepared by watching old court footage. (The drama -- and a new documentary -- reignited public interest in the case, and a judge is weighing Los Angeles County prosecutors' request to resentence the brothers.)

    



It was toward the end of filming "Monsters" that Murphy invited Chavez to join Niecy Nash in "Grotesquerie," a double act that earned him a spot as one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024.

"I was just so excited that he thought of me," said Chavez of the opportunity. "I had studied Season 1 of 'Monsters.'" The opportunity to act with Nash, says Chavez, "was really kind of a wonderful way for me to close the loop." To get into character as Father Charlie, Chavez would listen to music: "Don't Do Anything Illegal" by Charles Manson -- yes, that one -- was on his playlist.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Even before the Murphyverse, the 25-year-old had a loyal following from his work on ABC's "General Hospital," TV's longest-running soap. Chavez was selling cars during the pandemic when he auditioned for and got a part on the daytime show. He played Spencer Cassadine, a grandson of legacy character Laura of the Luke and Laura days. A year later, he won the 2022 Daytime Emmy Award for outstanding younger performer in a drama series.

    



Of the training that actors get from soap operas, Chavez said the series helped him: "It's no joke when they talk about the memorization. I think that my heaviest day on set was something like 85 pages."

    
        
    

A career in acting wasn't on Chavez's radar until he played Atticus Finch in his high school production of "To Kill a Mockingbird." 

"I just really, really enjoyed myself," recalled Chavez. "I felt really free and present and immersed in the moment. It felt like I was doing the thing that I was put on earth to do." 

    
    GET TO KNOW NICHOLAS ALEXANDER CHAVEZ
AGE: 25
HOMETOWN: Denver
FIRST ROLE: "General Hospital"
YOU MIGHT KNOW HIM FROM: His recent turns in the Ryan Murphyverse
2024 IN REVIEW: "Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story" and "Grotesquerie"
WHAT'S NEXT: The "I Know What You Did Last Summer" reboot
WHAT HE'LL REMEMBER ABOUT 2024: "I think I'll remember how excited I was. I think I'll remember the feeling like life is so beautiful and wonderful and how incredible that I get to live in a world where my dream comes true."



    



He remembers being told afterward by teachers that he should pursue acting as a career. Their encouragement stuck with him: "Not many kids in Denver got told this. It's not really a part of the infrastructure the way that it is in LA or maybe in New York." 

Cooper Koch, who played Erik Menendez in "Monsters," credits Chavez's layered performance in the series. He recalls a scene when his character confesses to the crimes in a therapy session. Lyle bursts through the door to stop him. 

    



"He's sort of pleading with the doctor like, 'We're going to be OK, right? You can't tell anyone,'" Koch said. "After we cut, me and Nick and our director of photography, Jason McCormick, sort of huddled up outside and we just started crying. It was so beautiful. And I really, really saw his (Lyle's) humanity and the lion mask kind of come off and he became this wounded child. It was so, so beautiful to witness."

Next, Chavez has a role in the "I Know What You Did Last Summer" reboot. He also says he would like to get cast in a comedy. More than anything, he just wants to be on set working.


"My life feels whole and complete between the words 'action' and 'cut.' I live for those moments," he said. "I think that is the purpose of my entire existence. I can't wait to see what the future holds."

___

For more on AP's 2024 class of Breakthrough Entertainers, visit https://apnews.com/hub/ap-breakthrough-entertainers

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nicholas-alexander-chavez-ap-breakthrough-entertainers-2024-43f31d8ec2223d0bf5d83d9b4c80c5c1



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Associated Press names its Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024

    The Associated Press names its Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 8 | 
            This combination of photos shows AP's 2024 breakthrough entertainers of the year. Fred Hechinger, from top left, Maleah Joi Moon, Nicholas Alexander Chavez, Adria Arjona, Myha'la, Aaron Pierre, and Glorilla. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 8 | 
            Aaron Pierre poses for a portrait on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. Pierre has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Nicholas Alexander Chavez poses for a portrait on Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. Chavez has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            GloRilla poses for a portrait on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Los Angeles. GloRilla has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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            Maleah Joi Moon poses for a portrait on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in New York. Moon has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Myha'la poses for a portrait on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in New York. Myha'la has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Adria Arjona poses for a portrait on Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. Arjona has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024.(Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 8 | 
            Fred Hechinger poses for a portrait on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in New York. Hechinger has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Maleah Joi Moon poses for a portrait on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in New York. Moon has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Myha'la poses for a portrait on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, in New York. Myha'la has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            Adria Arjona poses for a portrait on Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. Arjona has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024.(Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)
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                                        If there was one thing that united us during a polarized 2024, it was likely the solar eclipse, a reminder of the awesome forces in our galaxy as one star disappeared, albeit briefly. Throughout the year, luckily, we saw the birth of more stars on Earth.
Aaron Pierre announced himself in the taut, suspenseful thriller "Rebel Ridge," Nicholas Alexander Chavez frightened in the one-two punch of "Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story" and "Grotesquerie," and GloRilla emerged as one of rap's most promising new voices.
An appropriately named celestial being -- Maleah Joi Moon -- blew up on Broadway, while Myha'la stamped her authority on the series "Industry," Adria Arjona soared in "Blink Twice" and "Hit Man," and Fred Hechinger ruled as a Roman emperor in "Gladiator II."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: The Associated Press names its Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Margie Szaroleta reports on the Associated Press naming seven people as its Breakthrough Entertainers for 2024.

    

All seven have ended 2024 with critical and popular attention and have been named The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of the Year. The latest class join a range of Breakthrough Entertainers anointed since 2017, including Ayo Edebiri, SZA, Rachel Zegler, Megan Thee Stallion and Daniel Kaluuya.

    


"It felt like I was doing the thing that I was put on earth to do," says Chavez, who cut his teeth on ABC's "General Hospital" before starring in two Ryan Murphy shows this fall.
GloRilla established herself as a proven hitmaker with "Wanna Be" featuring Megan Thee Stallion and the breakout hit "Yeah Glo!," which earned two Grammy nominations.

    
    AP'S BREAKTHROUGH ENTERTAINERS
These seven people have been named The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of the Year.

	Nicholas Alexander Chavez, the latest in Ryan Murphy's universe, feels best between 'action' and 'cut.'
	Myha'la, the star of HBO's "Industry," doesn't take being #1 on the call sheet for granted.
	Broadway star Maleah Joi Moon says she's been enjoying a "cupcake" of a year.
	Aaron Pierre is ending his big year on a high note with "Mufasa."
	GloRilla, once a choir girl, is one of hip-hop's most promising voices.
	After appearing in "Hit Man" and "Blink Twice," Adria Arjona's confidence only keeps growing.
	Fred Hechinger, who appeared in "Gladiator II" and "Thelma," is living out his circus dream.



    



    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Don't ever get too comfortable," advises the rapper. "Take advantage of everything that comes your way. If you drive and apply yourself, it's going to happen."
Moon has had quite a 2024 -- winning a best actress Tony Award, going to the Met Gala and appearing on the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade. She calls all of the events "wonderful sprinkles on an already really good cupcake."
Arjona doesn't take it lightly that she is one of the few Latina actors able to play multidimensional roles. Her long-term dream is to see more varied Latin American stories on screen. 

    


"I just hope that it gets less and less complicated and that the opportunities of playing real dimensional characters just doesn't stop," she says.
Pierre -- who once had an otherworldly part in SyFy's "Krypton" -- will next showcase his vocal talents in "Mufasa: The Lion King." 
"I want to always feel like I'm growing, like I'm shifting the needle. You know, I never want to feel stagnant. I never want to feel comfortable," he says.
Hechinger, with his breakthrough role as Caracalla in "Gladiator II," is on a roll: He's in the Spider-Man spinoff "Kraven the Hunter," along with "Nickel Boys," based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel.
"For so many years I wanted to tell stories and be an actor," he says. "So, the moment I started to get paid to do it, where it was a job, an actual real job to do this thing that I loved to play and focus and work in this way, that's something I count as a blessing."
Myha'la is already looking ahead: She has roles in two notable films coming next year -- "Swiped," about the founding of Bumble, and "They Will Kill You," with Zazie Beetz -- in addition to the fourth season of "Industry."

"Nobody saw this trajectory for me. Not even me," she says. "This has actually been sort of like a very happy accident and surprise that I have any career at all in TV/film."

    


___
For more on AP's 2024 class of Breakthrough Entertainers, visit https://apnews.com/hub/ap-breakthrough-entertainers

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ap-breakthrough-entertainers-2024-6d3849911c8425b3b03d56b88568c35f
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            Adria Arjona is establishing herself as one of Hollywood's sought-after leading ladies and is one of the AP's Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Dec. 11)
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                                    Adria Arjona is establishing herself as one of Hollywood's sought-after leading ladies and is one of the AP's Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024. (Dec. 11)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Adria Arjona's mother is her biggest fan -- and her fans' biggest supporter. 

While in town for Paris Fashion Week this year, Arjona recalls the moment her mother stood outside their hotel, tearfully thanking a crowd of fans who were armed with "Andor" and "Father of the Bride" posters and screaming "Adria!"

"She didn't stop crying for 40 minutes," Arjona recounts. "She was like, 'Remember when you started? That's all you wanted was to be in a movie. All you wanted was to tell the story, and here you are.'"

Arjona, 32, has transformed from the reserved girl for whom performing wasn't a sure bet while growing up across Latin America to the captivating actor booking multiple scene-stealing roles.

"I always thought I was going to be too shy to actually do it, but once I did it, something switched ... and then I became obsessed," Arjona says.

    



Arjona has been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024, but her television debut came a decade ago, with a couple spots on network procedurals. Since then, she's secured notable roles in projects like "Narcos," "True Detective," and "Andor," crescendoing into a wildly productive 2024 with leading roles alongside A-list colleagues.

"The best actors understand the importance of patience and the journey within a film, and Adria embodies that," Glen Powell, Arjona's "Hit Man" co-star, wrote in an email. 

    
        
    



    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Beside the Richard Linklater movie, this year alone she starred in "The Absence of Eden," alongside Zoe Saldana, and was cast in Zoe Kravitz's directorial debut "Blink Twice" and the upcoming "Los Frikis" from directors Michael Schwartz and Tyler Nilson. 

Growing up, she describes herself as "very hyper, but quiet and a little shy."

"I wanted to learn to do so many things that my dad was like, 'I think you might be an actress,'" she said. 

Arjona would perform for her family members, but it was in her adolescent years that art classes gave her confidence in her craft. Still, the actor of Puerto Rican and Guatemalan descent constantly tried to prove herself as an artist and an actor. Arjona doesn't take it lightly that she is one of the few Latina actors cast in multidimensional roles.

"I always put this pressure on myself of making a difference for Latin Americans in cinema, just playing different roles and trying not to get stereotyped ... it took me a long time," she said.

Her long-term dream is to see more varied Latin American stories on screen. That's what drew her to "Los Frikis," the coming-of-age story about a punk rock group set in early 1990s Cuba that she co-stars in and executive produces. 

    



"I just hope that it gets less and less complicated and that the opportunities of playing real dimensional characters just doesn't stop," she said. 

She quickly learned to advocate for herself in Hollywood and credits collaborators like Linklater for believing in her and presenting her the opportunity to flex her writing skills. While working on "Hit Man," Arjona contributed to the second part of the comedy's script -- something Powell also noted.

    
    GET TO KNOW ADRIA ARJONA 
AGE: 32
HOMETOWN: Mexico City -- though she was born in Puerto Rico and later moved to Miami
FIRST ROLE: Brief roles in "Unforgettable" and "Person of Interest" before "True Detective"
YOU MIGHT KNOW HER FROM: "Andor." Or her turn as an unhappy but alluring wife in "Hit Man" -- or a happier wife-to-be in the "Father of the Bride" reboot
2024 IN REVIEW: It's been a busy year, with four film releases: "Hit Man," "Blink Twice," "Los Frikis," "The Absence of Eden"
WHAT'S NEXT: Flexing her acting and producing muscles as a lead and executive producer on Neon's "Splitsville" and A24's "Onslaught" -- plus her return to "Andor" for the Emmy-nominated series' second season
FUN FACT: "I always thought I was going to be too shy to actually do it, but once I did it, something, something switched. In my head, something clicked and then I became obsessed," she says about her love of film and the filmmaking process



    





    



"She's also incredibly generous as an actor; her off-camera takes were just as electric as her on-camera moments," he wrote.

Arjona is at a pivotal moment in her career. With multiple projects on the horizon, like "Splitsville" and A24's "Onslaught," she is enjoying acting and producing and says she's open to writing and directing if presented with the right opportunity. 


She attributes her openness to some early advice from her father, Grammy-winning recording artist Ricardo Arjona, who reminded her to never stop learning.

"You can't pretend that you know what you're doing," he told her. "That's the biggest mistake you can do. Always ask for help and ask questions and you'll learn faster that way instead of pretending."


She's taken her father's advice, soaking in every moment on set and continuously falling in love with the process. She still gets butterflies on her first day.

"I still feel nervous," she said. "I hope I always stay nervous. I think it's a sign that I really care, and I still really enjoy what I'm doing."

    



___

For more on AP's 2024 class of Breakthrough Entertainers, visit https://apnews.com/hub/ap-breakthrough-entertainers
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Aaron Pierre is closing out his big year on a literal high note. 
After donning Malcolm X's distinctive browline glasses in the "Genius: MLK/X" series and getting his modern-day Rambo on in the Netflix action hit "Rebel Ridge," the 30-year-old English actor showcases his vocal talents in "Mufasa: The Lion King." 
To deliver as the titular regal lion, Pierre trained under Lin-Manuel Miranda in what he calls a "wonderful singing boot camp."
"My voice was doing things I never imagined it could do. I was hitting notes that I didn't think existed for my range," Pierre said. "I'm just really hoping the footage of me singing these songs doesn't come out because I'm using all the techniques. Lin's like 'Throw the baseball!' So I'm throwing the baseball trying to hit that high note."
His Hollywood trajectory keeps going up: He's been named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024 and HBO announced in October that, opposite Kyle Chandler, Pierre will lead "Lanterns." 

    


That'll be the broad-shouldered, hazel-eyed actor's second DC Comics-based series, following his 2018-2019 run on SyFy's "Krypton," which explored early days on Superman's home planet. 
As for Pierre's own origin story: He grew up in South London as the oldest of three, with childhood aspirations of being a track star and a criminologist. At 13, he joined a local theater troupe that performed in a warehouse, sometimes with just several people in the audience.

    
        
    

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"That's actually where I learned some of my foundations. And one of those is irrespective of whether there is one person in the audience or 1,500 people ... you give the same performance, you give the same energy," Pierre said. 
Mark "Moonlight" and "Mufasa" director Barry Jenkins down as impressed by that energy. After watching Pierre play Cassio in the Globe Theatre's "Othello," Jenkins cast him as Caesar in "The Underground Railroad." The small part grew and grew after Pierre arrived on set in Atlanta. 

    


"I found myself just creating scenes for him," Jenkins said. "You know, that character is in the show for much longer, much longer than his character exists in the narrative (Colson Whitehead's novel). He just keeps reappearing. And that's just because it was just a joy to work with him. And it was so clear that his presence was just immediately a part of the spiritual essence of the show."
Counting Denzel Washington, James Earl Jones and Sidney Poitier as career role models, Pierre has been deliberate with his choices as he moves deeper into stardom. Art is the end goal -- not fame or even fun, really. He hopes new fans go back to watch his 2022 indie "Brother," about family bonds in 1990s Toronto. 
"I always want my community to feel seen. I want them to feel respected. I want them to feel heard and understood. And I think the projects that I choose, that's my small contribution hopefully to that manifesting itself," he said.
Pierre, now living mostly in Los Angeles, says he's been reaching out regularly to his mom back in London as he navigates the Hollywood circuit.

    
    GET TO KNOW AARON PIERRE
AGE: 30
HOMETOWN: London
FIRST ROLE: "Prime Suspect 1973," a 2017 British detective series that featured Pierre in two episodes
YOU MIGHT KNOW HIM FROM: Playing an introverted rapper named Mid-Sized Sedan in M. Night Shyamalan's "Old"
2024 IN REVIEW: Two face-offs with Kelvin Harrison Jr.: "Genius: MLK/X" and "Mufasa: The Lion King," plus "Rebel Ridge"
WHAT'S NEXT: Playing an artist who hobnobs with the elite on Apple TV+'s "The Morning Show," then investigating intergalactic crime on HBO's superhero series "Lanterns."
IF YOU SEE HIM IN THE STREET: Don't be shy about approaching him about his past projects: "That's one of the most rewarding feelings you can ever have as a creative person."



    



    


"Any time I speak with her, any time I'm present with her, I feel safe. I feel reassured, I feel rejuvenated," he said. "I definitely call her phone a lot and she'll answer even if she's at work. Yes, I'm 30 and 6-foot-3 and doing Terry Richmond in 'Rebel Ridge.' But like to me, I'm still her baby and I'm still her little boy and she always makes time for me, no matter what the situation."
Both on and off-set, Pierre carries himself with a sense of purpose and seriousness. "I don't know that there's anything frivolous about Aaron Pierre, even in downtime, which is -- I mean that as a compliment," Jenkins said. 

"He's very intellectually engaged. But he also looks like a superhero. And there's a version of him that is only viewed that way. He's always diligent about protecting against that by doing things that are maybe a bit outside the box," Jenkins added. "And for me, I just hope that he gets to grow and express himself in all the different ways that I think he's capable of."

    


Indeed, when asked about his aspirations for future creative collaborators, the first name out of Pierre's mouth might surprise: "Women Talking" writer-director Sarah Polley.
"If you could put a word in for me, please," he said. 

"Yeah, just to continue to work with filmmakers who inspired me and whose work I admire and respect and that will inevitably put me in a situation where I'm forced to evolve and develop and grow and challenge myself as an actor. And I want to be doing that until the day that I decide to stop doing this," Pierre added. "I want to always feel like I'm growing, like I'm shifting the needle. You know, I never want to feel stagnant. I never want to feel comfortable."
___
For more on AP's 2024 class of Breakthrough Entertainers, visit https://apnews.com/hub/ap-breakthrough-entertainers
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "Wind and Truth" by Brandon Sanderson (Tor)
2. "James" by Percival Everett (Doubleday)
3. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
4. "The House of Cross" by James Patterson (Little, Brown)
5. "The Book of Bill" by Alex Hirsch (Hyperion Avenue) 
6. "Counting Miracles" by Nicholas Sparks (Random House)
7. "Now or Never" by Janet Evanovich (Atria)
8. "Wicked (collector's ed.)" by Gregory Maguire (Morrow)
9. "To Die For" by David Baldacci (Grand Central) 
10. "Hooked (collector's ed.)" by Emily McIntire (Bloom)
11. "All the Colors of the Dark" by Chris Whitaker (Crown)
12. "In Too Deep" by Child/Child (Delacorte) 
13. "The God of the Woods" by Liz Moore (Riverhead)
14. "The Mirror" by Nora Roberts (St. Martin's)
15. "Tom Clancy: Defense Protocol" by Andrews/Wilson (Putnam)

    


____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "Cher" by Cher (Dey Street)
2. "Under His Wings" by Emily Compagno (Harper Influence)
3. "Melania" by Melania Trump (Skyhorse)
4. "We Who Wrestle with God" by Jordan B. Peterson (Portfolio)
5. "Guinness World Records 2025 - (Guinness World Records)
6. Main Street Millionaire" by Codie Sanchez (Portfolio)
7. "Be Ready When the Luck Happens" by Ina Garten (Crown)


8. "Framed" by Grisham/McCloskey (Doubleday)
9. "Good Lookin' Cookin'" by Parton/George (Ten Speed)
10. "The Backyard Bird Chronicles" by Amy Tan (Knopf)
11. "Confronting the Presidents" by O'Reilly/Dugard (St. Martin's)
12. "Half Baked Harvest Quick & Cozy" by Tieghan Gerard (Clarkson Potter)

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
13. "Good Energy" by Casey Means (Avery)
14. "The Serviceberry" by Robin Wall Kimmerer (Scribner)
15. Your Mom's Gonna Love Me" by Matt Rife (Gallery)

    


____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "Quicksilver" by Callie Hart (Forever)
2. "Fourth Wing" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
3. "Wicked (media tie-in)" by Gregory Maguire (Morrow)
4. "The Boyfriend" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen) 
5. "The Housemaid Is Watching" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
6. "The Frozen River" by Ariel Lawhon (Vintage)
7. "The Christmas Tree Farm" by Laurie Gilmore (One More Chapter) 
8. "The Sick Man's Rage" by Tsarfati/Yohn (Ten Peaks)
9. "How My Neighbor Stole Christmas" by Meghan Quinn (Bloom)
10. "For the Fans: Taylor Swift" by Catherine/Luchini (Mad Libs)
11. "Ultimate Taylor Swift Sticker Mosaic Art" by Logan Powell (Design Originals)
12. "Lights Out" by Navessa Allen (Slowburn)
13. "Never Lie" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
14. "Super Fan-Tastic Taylor Swift Coloring & Activity Book" by Jessica Kendall (Design Originals)
15. "When the Moon Hatched" by Sarah A. Parker (Avon)
_____
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            U.S. Marines of the 28th Regiment, 5th Division, raise a U.S. flag atop Mount Suribachi, Iwo Jima, Japan, Feb. 23, 1945. (AP Photo/Joe Rosenthal, File)
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            FILE- Joe Rosenthal, who took the iconic Iwo Jima flag raising photo in World War II, poses at the New Pisa Bar and restaurant in San Francisco, Dec. 20, 1994. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg, File)
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            Joe Rosenthal, an Associated Press photographer, is shown with his camera equipment looking over Iwo Jima, Japanese volcano island during World War II, March,1945. (U.S. Marine Corps via AP, File)
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            In this image provided by the U.S. Marine Corps, Marines of the 28th Regiment, 5th Division, AP photographer Joe Rosenthal photographs soldiers in front of the U.S. flag atop Mt. Suribachi, Iwo Jima, Japan, Feb. 23, 1945. (USMC/Pfc. Bob Campbell via AP)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- A photojournalist who captured one of the most enduring images of World War II -- the U.S. Marines raising the flag on the Japanese island of Iwo Jima -- will have a block in downtown San Francisco named for him Thursday. 
Joe Rosenthal, who died in 2006 at age 94, was working for The Associated Press in 1945 when he took the Pulitzer Prize-winning photo. 
After the war, he went to work as a staff photographer for the San Francisco Chronicle, and for 35 years until his retirement in 1981, he captured moments of city life both extraordinary and routine. 
Rosenthal photographed famous people for the paper, including a young Willie Mays getting his hat fitted as a San Francisco Giant in 1957, and regular people, including children making a joyous dash for freedom on the last day of school in 1965.
Tom Graves, chapter historian for the USMC Combat Correspondents Association, which pushed for the street naming, said it was a shame the talented and humble Rosenthal is known by most for just one photograph.

    


"From kindergarten to parades, to professional and amateur sports games, he was the hometown photographer," he told the Chronicle. "I think that's something that San Francisco should recognize and cherish." 





The 600 block of Sutter Street near downtown's Union Square will become Joe Rosenthal Way. The Marines Memorial Club, which sits on the block, welcomes the street's new name. 
Rosenthal never considered himself a wartime hero, just a working photographer lucky enough to document the courage of soldiers. 
When complimented on his Pulitzer Prize-winning photo, Rosenthal said: "Sure, I took the photo. But the Marines took Iwo Jima."
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Smokey Robinson and Halle Bailey to host 'A Motown Christmas' special honoring the label's legacy
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            "A Motown Christmas" hosts Smokey Robinson and Halle Bailey discuss the soul label's enduring legacy. (Dec. 12)
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            This promotional image released by NBC shows Smokey Robinson, left, and Halle Bailey, who will host the holiday special "A Motown Christmas." (NBCUniversal via AP)
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                                        UNIVERSAL CITY, Calif. (AP) -- Smokey Robinson and Halle Bailey -- bridging Motown's old and new school -- are lending their voices during a holiday special to honor the groundbreaking record label that changed music forever. 
Robinson and Bailey will host "A Motown Christmas," a special that will celebrate Motown's iconic music and influence on American culture. The show will include solo performances, duets and group medleys. 
The show will include an all-star lineup including Robinson, Bailey, Gladys Knight,Andra Day, The Temptations, Jamie Foxx and Ashanti. Other performances will feature BeBe Winans, JoJo, Martha Reeves , the Vandellas, Jordin Sparks, Machine Gun Kelly, October London and Pentatonix. 
Here are some insights into the special airing Wednesday night on NBC and streaming the next day on Peacock:
What were Robinson and Bailey's Motown traditions for Christmas



For years, Robinson and Motown founder Berry Gordy celebrated their success with "elaborate" Christmas gifts for each other. But eventually, they decided to forgo the flashy exchanges. 
"That's what we did a long time ago," Robinson said.
Now, their holiday tradition is simply catching up -- whether it's over a call or casual hangout.
When Bailey visited South Carolina for Christmas, her grandfather filled the house with Motown music.
One of the first songs she remembers hearing the 1965 single "The Tracks of My Tears," composed by Robinson, Pete Moore and Marv Tarplin from the singing group, The Miracles. Another moment was when she and her sister, Chloe Bailey, performed The Supremes' 1964 track "Baby Love" during a talent show, sporting black sequin dresses while trying mimic their moves.
"That's how I first started listening to it," said Halle Bailey, who starred in the Disney's live-action remake of "The Little Mermaid." "I remember the feeling of Christmas and the music of Motown being just the beautiful background music, anytime you're opening presents. It's just amazing."

    


How many songs will be performed during the special?
More than 25 Motown songs will be on display, including classics such as: "ABC"; "Ain't No Mountain High Enough"; "Dancing in the Streets"; "I Heard It Through the Grapevine"; "My Girl"; "Reach Out (I'll be There)"; and "Superstition."
Robinson will sing "Tears of a Clown," "Being With You" and "Tracks of My Tears."
Bailey will be performing a medley celebrating Diana Ross and the Supremes. She'll also hit the stage to perform "Stop (In the Name of Love)," "Baby Love" and "You Keep Me Hanging On." 
"When you grow up listening to this music, it lives inside of you forever," Bailey said. "It was truly an honor to perform those songs that sang in my heart since I was a little girl."
The 11-piece live band for "A Motown Christmas" will be led by Emmy Award-winning musical director Rickey Minor. 
NBC previously aired two Motown television specials, including "Motown 25: Yesterday, Today, Forever" and "Motown Returns to the Apollo," which both won Emmy Awards.

    


What was Motown's purpose?
When Gordy launched Motown, he gave Black musicians the platform to showcase their talents at a time when they struggled to get records played on mainstream radio stations. 
Gordy's label introduced and helped launch the careers of some of the biggest selling music stars from Marvin Gaye to Lionel Richie.
The success of Gordy's label is captured at the Motown Museum in Detroit, the first headquarters of Gordy's music empire where Stevie Wonder, The Supremes, the Miracles and other performers recorded hits. Motown moved to California in 1972.
How Motown lives on from Robinson's perspective
At 84, Robinson pointed during the interview toward 24-year-old Bailey, a living testament to how Motown's magic has transcended generations.
"This lady right here, she's living proof of the importance of Motown," said Robinson, who was the lead in the pioneering Motown group, the Miracles. He was once the label's vice president.
"When Motown was started, she wasn't even born," he continued. "And here she knows the music. She knows the artists. I think there are kids now, her son, who will grow up knowing Motown. Kids who haven't been born yet will know it."
Bailey called Motown "universal."


    


"The longevity of the music," she said. "The truth and honesty of the music. The stories told. You resonate with almost every song because you've been through it or you're going through it. Each song speaks to your heart. They stay with you." 
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New Zealand official reverses visa refusal for US conservative influencer Candace Owens

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


        

        
        
            
                    FILE - Candace Owens, director of urban engagement for Turning Point USA gestures as she speaks at the Convention of the Right, in Paris, Sept. 28, 2019. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- A New Zealand immigration official has overturned a ban on the U.S. conservative political commentator Candace Owens entering the country, citing "the importance of free speech," a spokesperson for the official said Thursday.
Owens is scheduled to speak at events in several Australian cities and in Auckland, New Zealand, in February and March. But Australia's Immigration Minister Tony Burke barred her from that country in October, mentioning remarks in which she denied Nazi medical experimentation on Jews in concentration camps during World War II.
The commentator, who has more than 3 million followers on YouTube, is accused by her detractors of promoting conspiracy theories and stoking antisemitism, and has ignited firestorms with her remarks opposing Black Lives Matter, feminism, vaccines and immigration. 

    


New Zealand's immigration agency refused her an entertainer's work permit in November on the ground that visas legally cannot be granted to those who have been excluded from another country.
Owens appealed the decision to Associate Immigration Minister Chris Penk, according to a statement by Penk's office on Thursday. Penk, who is allowed discretion on visa decisions, granted Owens a visa "after considering representations made to him, including the importance of free speech," the statement said.




She remains unable to enter Australia, however. Burke told reporters in October that Owens "has the capacity to incite discord in almost every direction," citing her remarks about the Holocaust and about Muslims.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Burke's spokesperson did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Thursday.
The Sydney-based promoter of the tour, Rocksman, welcomed the New Zealand reversal as "a win for free speech, and for all those who believe in the importance of robust debate and open dialogue."
The statement quoted Owens as saying that the reversal was "a step toward a world where individuals are allowed to express their views without fear of censorship or government interference."

Owens had promised Australian and New Zealand audiences a discussion of free speech and her Christian faith when she announced the speaking tour in August. The promoter is still selling tickets in both countries.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/candace-owens-zealand-australia-visa-immigration-penk-4097696cfe907497545df562c7f2b1ef



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Rape allegation against Jay-Z won't impact NFL's relationship with music mogul, Goodell says
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            FILE - Musician Jay-Z stands on the field before an NFL football game between the Washington Commanders and Dallas Cowboys, on Nov. 24, 2024, in Landover, Md. (AP Photo/Nick Wass, File)
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            NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell listens to a question from the media at the NFL football owners meeting Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Irving, Texas. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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                                        IRVING, Texas (AP) -- A rape allegation against rapper Jay-Z, whose company Roc Nation has produced some of the NFL's entertainment presentations including the Super Bowl halftime show, won't impact the league's relationship with the music mogul.
"We're aware of the civil allegations and Jay-Z's really strong response to that," NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell said Wednesday after the conclusion of the league's winter meetings. "We know the litigation is happening now. From our standpoint, our relationship is not changing with them, including our preparations for the next Super Bowl."
A woman who previously sued Sean "Diddy" Combs, alleging she was raped at an awards show after-party in 2000 when she was 13 years old, amended the lawsuit Sunday to include a new allegation that Jay-Z was also at the party and participated in the sexual assault.

    


Jay-Z, whose real name is Shawn Carter, said the rape allegation made against him is part of an extortion attempt. The 24-time Grammy Award winner called the allegations "idiotic" and "heinous in nature" in a statement released by Roc Nation, one of his companies.




The NFL teamed up with Jay-Z's Roc Nation in 2019 for events and social activism. The league and the entertainment company extended their partnership a few months ago.
Kendrick Lamar will perform the Super Bowl halftime show at The Caesars Superdome in New Orleans on Feb. 9. Roc Nation and Emmy-winning producer Jesse Collins will serve as co-executive producers of the halftime show.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    


Beyonce, who is married to Jay-Z, will perform at halftime of the Baltimore Ravens-Houston Texans game on Christmas.

"I think they're getting incredibly comfortable with not just with the Super Bowl but other events they've advised us on and helped us with," Goodell said. "They've been a big help in the social justice area to us on many occasions. They've been great partners."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Rapper Quando Rondo sentenced to prison after pleading guilty to a federal drug charge
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                                        SAVANNAH, Ga. (AP) -- Rapper Quando Rondo was sentenced to federal prison Wednesday after pleading guilty to a federal drug offense in Georgia. 
The rapper, whose given name is Tyquian Terrel Bowman, was sentenced to two years and nine months imprisonment by U.S. District Court judge in his hometown of Savannah, local news outlets reported.
Bowman, 25, pleaded guilty in August to a single count of conspiracy to possess and distribute marijuana. Prosecutors agreed to drop additional criminal counts in a December indictment that charged Bowman with conspiring with others to possess and distribute drugs including methamphetamine, fentanyl, cocaine and marijuana.
After his plea hearing last summer, Bowman apologized publicly to the people of Savannah and his family.

As Quando Rondo, the rapper's singles "I Remember" and "ABG" led to a deal with Atlantic Records, which released his debut album, "QPac," in 2020. His follow-up album, "Recovery," came out last year.
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            This image released by Paramount Pictures shows a scene from "September 5." (Paramount Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Paramount Pictures shows John Magaro in a scene from "September 5." (Paramount Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Peter Sarsgaard in a scene from "September 5." (Paramount Pictures via AP)
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                                        News junkies will find much to love in "September 5," a fictionalized account of ABC's live coverage of the hostage crisis during the 1972 Munich Olympics. There are spirited debates about reporting with only one source, use of words like "terrorism" and what to do if violence breaks out during a live shot. There are negotiations with rival networks over satellite usage, disguises and fake badges made to get reels of 16mm film in and out of the locked down Olympic village and plenty of confused men (and a few women) trying to keep up with an ever-escalating situation.
The film is a moment by moment retelling of how a group of sports broadcasters brought this story to the world in real time, despite the technical limitations and their own inexperience across a confusing 22 hours. Everyone came to the studio that night ready for breaking sports news, scores and pre-packaged interviews. Even that was going to be a test for the man running the control room for the first time. Geoffrey Mason, portrayed by John Magaro, was a 28-year-old coordinating producer. Someone wonders about his experience and is assured that he's covered minor league baseball games.

    


But in the early hours of Sept. 5, 1972, eight members of a Palestinian group called Black September broke into the Olympic village and attacked the Israeli delegation killing wrestling coach Moshe Weinberg and weightlifter Yossi Romano. Some escaped, but nine others were taken hostage. 


While the tragedy of the Munich Olympics has certainly been told many times, writer and director Tim Fehlbaum saw an opportunity in the team behind the live broadcast. And he commits fully to staying in the newsroom, with all of its glorious old technologies, from the walkie-talkies they used to stay in touch and to taking time to show how they had to manually add text to the screens. He and his screenwriter were able to reconstruct the events almost minute-by-minute, which helped shape the screenplay.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The players are many in this large ensemble. Peter Sarsgaard, who's looked right in a newsroom since "Shattered Glass," gives gravitas to Roone Arledge, then-president of ABC Sports, and Ben Chaplin is operations engineer Marvin Bader. Leonie Benesch is Marianne Gebhardt, a German-speaking interpreter who is the only person there able to understand the language of the country. She might be a bit of a composite who checks off a lot of boxes as both an entrepreneurial woman and a younger German offering perspective and insight into what this moment might mean for the country trying to put on a good front in the aftermath of World War II. An actor (Benjamin Walker) plays broadcaster Peter Jennings, and real archival footage of anchor Jim McKay from that day is used in the film.

    


And while they all rise to the occasion, mistakes are made - including a rather big one at the end, following imperfect secondhand information from the Fuerstenfeldbruck airfield. They don't call it the first draft of history for nothing, after all, and it may be illuminating for audiences to see how it's handled. 

    


The film looks of its time, but it also feels fairly modern in its sensibilities which makes it always seem more like a re-telling than an in-the-moment experience. This may be to its detriment, yet it's still an undeniably riveting and compelling watch. The word thrilling doesn't seem appropriate, however. This is not "Apollo 13" after all. The end is not a happy one. 
But at time when trust in the media is in crisis, this film is a great humanizer, reminding audiences that the media is far from a monolith, but a group of individuals under immense pressure to get the story right, get the story out and go back and do it again the next day. 

"September 5," a Paramount Pictures release in theaters Friday, is rated R by the Motion Picture Association for language. Running time: 94. Three stars out of four. 
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Louisiana rapper NBA Youngboy gets nearly 2 years in jail for gun-related charges
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                    NBA YoungBoy performs at the Lil' WeezyAna Fest at Champions Square, on Aug. 25, 2017, in New Orleans. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        LOGAN, Utah (AP) -- A federal judge in Utah sentenced Louisiana rap artist NBA Youngboy to just under two years in prison on gun-related charges after he acknowledged having possessed weapons despite being a convicted felon. 
The rapper, whose real name is Kentrell Gaulden, reached an agreement that resolved Utah state charges against him and settled two sets of federal charges against him -- one carries a 23-month sentence and the other orders five years of probation and a $200,000 fine. 
Gaulden, 25, of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, reached the agreement with federal prosecutors in September, and he and the attorneys signed the deal Tuesday, court documents show. 
The rapper acknowledged that, while filming a rap video in Baton Rouge, he possessed a Glock 21 .45-caliber pistol and a Masterpiece Arms MPA30T 9mm handgun. Also, he said, in April he possessed a Sig Sauer 9mm semi-automatic pistol at his home in Huntsville, Utah. He agreed to give up the guns.

    


Gaulden had previously been convicted in Louisiana of aggravated assault with a firearm, according to his statement released in advance of the plea agreement.




Utah agents raided Gaulden's home in April amid a complaint that he had posed as a doctor in an effort to obtain prescription painkillers, multiple news outlets reported. As part of the federal plea deal, he would plead guilty to 10 state charges and be sentenced to time served plus a $25,000 fine.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Gaulden apologized to the court and his family before federal Judge Howard Nielson handed down the sentence, KSL.com reported.
"I let my situation get the best of me," Gaulden said. He added, "I take full responsibility."
Nielson said he hopes Gaulden will get to a place where he can make decisions that are "totally unfettered" by substances, noting that he would have to "walk the straight and narrow" by completing court-ordered substance abuse treatment and mental health evaluations.

"This has been a long road that involved extensive litigation and ultimately extensive negotiation," Atlanta attorney Drew Findling said in a statement Wednesday. "Kentrell's defense team is very happy for Kentrell and we look forward to his many future successes."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kentrell-gaulden-nba-youngboy-sentence-09ab0405e071156c64063eb464b3c313



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



NYC has scores of small, specialized or quirky museums. Here are some highlights
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            A guide leads a tour at the Tenement Museum on the Lower East Side in New York, on Oct. 7, 2008. (AP Photo/Kathy Willens, File)
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            This Dec. 5, 2024 photo released by the Neue Galerie New York shows an inside view of Cafe Sabarsky at the museum in New York. (Neue Galerie New York via AP)
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            This image shows an installation image of the exhibit "Africa's Fashion Diaspora," on view at The Museum at FIT through December 29, 2024. The exhibit features 60 ensembles and accessories by black designers from Africa, Europe, North and South America, and the Caribbean. (Eileen Costa/The Museum at FIT via AP)
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            This Feb. 21, 2024, image released by the Neue Galerie New York shows an exhibition room featuring works of Austrian and German art and design at the Neue Galerie, a museum on the Upper East Side of Manhattan in New York. (Annie Schlechter/Neue Galerie New York via AP)
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            This image shows Mmuseumm 1, one of the smallest museums in New York. (Mmuseumm via AP)
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            This Feb. 21, 2024, image released by the Neue Galerie New York shows an exhibition room featuring works of Austrian and German art and design at the Neue Galerie, a museum on the Upper East Side of Manhattan in New York. (Annie Schlechter/Neue Galerie New York via AP)
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            Guide Stephen Flicker speaks during a tour of an apartment inside the Tenement Museum on the Lower East Side in New York on Oct. 7, 2008. (AP Photo/Kathy Willens, File)
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            This Dec. 5, 2024 photo released by the Neue Galerie New York shows the exterior of the museum in New York. (Neue Galerie New York via AP)
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            This image shows an installation image of the exhibit "Africa's Fashion Diaspora," on view at The Museum at FIT through December 29, 2024. The exhibit features 60 ensembles and accessories by black designers from Africa, Europe, North and South America, and the Caribbean. (Eileen Costa/The Museum at FIT via AP)
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                                        New York can be a magical place for museumgoers. It can also be overwhelming and overcrowded at times, especially at the biggest, most famous museums.
Luckily, the city has scores of great museums to choose from: Everything from small and quirky, to elegant gems housed in historic mansions, to preserved Lower East Side tenement apartments and hands-on experiences that might surprise even longtime New Yorkers.
"Going to the Museum of Modern Art or the Metropolitan Museum of Art or the American Museum of Natural History is fantastic. But they can be like a big super-sized coffee drink, while we're more like a cup of espresso," says Alex Kalman, director of two of the city's tiniest museums, Mmuseumm1 and Mmuseumm2.
One is built into an old elevator shaft in a downtown alleyway. (Both museums are closed for the holidays but reopen in spring.)

    


At other small museums you'll find a cozy, Viennese-style coffee shop; kosher Jewish comfort food like bagels, blintzes, herring and house-cured salmon; and edgy gift shops to rival MoMA's famous one. You could view the chair that George Washington sat in before giving his inaugural address to Congress (New York City was the seat of U.S. government in those days.) Or you might make seltzer or solve math puzzles.
Here's some of what's happening at NYC's "other" museums:

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Museum at FIT
227 W 27th St.
Tucked inside the Fashion Institute of Technology, behind the big sculpture in front, is the city's only museum solely devoted to fashion. And it's free. The current show, "Africa's Fashion Diaspora," runs through Dec. 29.
"It's about Africa as an idea that continues to inspire designers from Africa and also those whose ancestors came from Africa," says museum director Valerie Steele.
Opening in February is "Fashioning Wonder: A Cabinet of Curiosities," exploring connections between cabinets of curiosities and fashion.

    


Neue Galerie
1048 5th Ave.
This museum, housed in a 1914 Gilded Age mansion that was once home to society doyenne Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt III, focuses on art and design from Austria and Germany. Its Cafe Sabarsky is a destination of its own, with 1912 upholstery, period decor, and a grand piano in the corner used for cabaret, chamber and classical music performances. On view now is "Egon Schiele: Living Landscapes'' and "Austrian Masterworks from the Neue Galerie."
The museum "transports you to Christmas in Vienna," says director Renee Price. "We dress up our 1914 historic landmark building with wreaths and ribbons, evoking a prior era.... Delight in some Apfelstrudel and savor our Hot Chocolate with Rum in Cafe Sabarsky." (Pro tip: The cafe is at its quietest for breakfast.)
The Jewish Museum

1109 5th Ave. at 92nd St.
Not far from the Neue Galerie. On view now are "Illit Azouley: Mere Things," the first solo exhibit in a U.S. museum dedicated to the Berlin-based artist, and "Engaging with History: Works from the Collection." Other displays include the "Tel Dan Stele," a 9th century BCE stone monument fragment containing the earliest mention of the royal House of David outside of the Bible. 

    


The gift shop features an impressive array of menorahs, dreidels, Hanukkah candles and specialty gifts, including works by artist Oded Halahmy. There's a cafe with updated takes on traditional bagels, blintzes, herring and house-cured salmon.
There is also Hanukkah-related family programming.
Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum

2 East 91st St.
Also nearby is one of the city's two Smithsonian museums. The Cooper Hewitt focuses on innovative design. Its gift shop rivals MoMA's, and there's a private garden and small restaurant. The museum is housed in the former home of industrial magnate Andrew Carnegie. Completed in 1902, the mansion was the first in the U.S. to have a structural steel frame, and one of the first in the city to have a residential Otis passenger elevator. It also was among the first homes to feature central heating. It is now LEED-certified and features other cutting-edge technologies.
A major exhibit on now, "Making Home: Smithsonian Design Triennial," explores design's role in shaping concepts of home, physically and emotionally. It sprawls over the entire mansion and will be on view through Aug. 10. 

    


National Museum of the American Indian
1 Bowling Green
The other Smithsonian in town, it's at the lower end of Manhattan inside the Alexander Hamilton U.S. Customs House, now a city landmark. Admission is free, and current exhibitions include "Jeffrey Veregge: Of Gods and Heroes," "Native New York" and "Infinity of Nations." 
The gift shop features authentic Native American art, crafts, apparel and jewelry from a wide representation of groups, in addition to books by and about Native Americans.
Tenement Museum
103 Orchard St.
With something for all ages, the Tenement Museum is housed in two preserved tenement buildings, one from 1863 and the other from 1888. Each apartment is a kind of time capsule, telling the story of a different immigrant or migrant family who lived there. The museum also offers walking tours of the neighborhood.

    


"What is most unique about the Tenement Museum is that it shines the spotlight on 'ordinary people' -- working-class families who never imagined they'd one day be the subject of a museum," says Tenement Museum President Annie Polland.
"Whereas at the MoMA and Met you see great art, and at the AMNH you see dinosaurs, at the Tenement Museum you immerse yourself in real stories and consider what it means to be American," she said. 
Certain apartments -- Italian, German, Puerto Rican -- are decorated for Christmas.
The New York Historical
170 Central Park West
A great way to learn more about the city's history, including the fact that Washington was inaugurated here. A permanent gallery on the fourth floor features a detailed recreation of the White House Oval Office in Washington, D.C., where presidents have worked since 1909. 
The Meet the Presidents Gallery traces, through artwork and objects, the evolution of the presidency and executive branch. Also on view is the chair from Washington's inauguration at Federal Hall, on Wall Street, the only presidential inauguration held in New York City. 
Other current exhibits include "Pets and the City," "Fred W. McDarrah: Pride and Protest." There's a permanent "Gallery of Tiffany Lamps." 
MoMath (National Museum of Mathematics)

225 Fifth Ave.
A hands-on museum with all kinds of math-oriented puzzles and thought-inspiring curiosities, like a tricycle with square wheels that rides smoothly on a zigzagged surface. In an exhibit called "Human Tree," visitors can make successively smaller images of themselves that combine to make a "fractal tree" that sways in response to their movements.
Brooklyn Seltzer Museum
474 Hemlock St, Brooklyn

An interactive museum and factory tour run in partnership with the city's oldest seltzer works, a family business now in its fourth generation. The museum, inside Brooklyn Seltzer Boys' active factory, is "dedicated to preserving and promoting the effervescent history of seltzer water," and celebrates "the manufacturing of seltzer, the science of seltzer, and seltzer as a cultural force in New York City and the world beyond."
Not to mention, guests can spritz each other with seltzer.
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            George Joseph Kresge Jr., better known as "The Amazing Kreskin," poses for a portrait in Toronto on April 24, 2007. (Lars Hagberg/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            Mentalist George Joseph Kresge, known as "The Amazing Kreskin," attends a screening of "The Great Buck Howard" in New York on March 10, 2009. (AP Photo/Evan Agostini, File)
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            George Joseph Kresge, better known as "The Amazing Kreskin," appears for the farewell episode for Regis Philbin of "Live! with Regis and Kelly", in New York on Nov. 18, 2011. (AP Photo/Charles Sykes, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- George Joseph Kresge Jr., who was known to generations of TV watchers as the mesmerizing entertainer and mentalist The Amazing Kreskin, has died at age 89. 
Kreskin's friend and former road manager, Ryan Galway, told The Associated Press that he died Tuesday at his home in Caldwell, New Jersey, where he spent much of his life. Galway said Kreskin had not been feeling well in recent weeks but otherwise did not provide a cause of death. 
Inspired by the crime-fighting comic book character Mandrake the Magician, Kreskin launched his television career in the 1960s and remained popular for decades, making guest appearances on talk shows hosted by everyone from Merv Griffin to Johnny Carson to Jimmy Fallon.
Fans would welcome, if not entirely figure out, his favorite mind tricks -- whether correctly guessing a playing card chosen at random, or, most famously, divining where his paycheck had been planted among the audience. He also hosted his own show in the 1970s, gave live performances and wrote numerous books, including "Secrets of the Amazing Kreskin" and "Mental Power Is Real."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: George Kresge Jr., who wowed talk show audiences as the The Amazing Kreskin, dies at age 89
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Margie Szaroleta reports on the death of mentalist The Amazing Kreskin at the age of 89.

    


    


Although he was a talk show regular, one host wasn't amused by a Kreskin stunt. In 2002, he claimed that a UFO would appear over Las Vegas on the night of June 2, and added that he would donate $50,000 to charity if he was wrong. Hundreds of people gathered in the desert, in vain. Kreskin acknowledged to radio personality Art Bell that his prediction was a hoax, a way of proving that the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks the year before had made people susceptible to manipulation. Bell called the ruse "lame, lame, lame" and banned him from his show.



Galway said that Kreskin continued to make live appearances well into his 80s, and only stopped earlier this year after injuring himself in a fall. Kreskin never married and left no immediate survivors. 
"His career was his life. That was his marriage," Galway said. "He was dedicated to his craft."
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            This image released by Sundance Institute shows a scene from "2000 Meters to Andriivka" by Mstyslav Chernov, an official selection of the 2025 Sundance Film Festival. (Mstyslav Chernov/Sundance Institute via AP)
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            Mstyslav Chernov poses for a portrait during the 96th Academy Awards Oscar nominees luncheon on Feb. 12, 2024, in Beverly Hills, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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                                        Oscar-winning documentarian and Associated Press journalist Mstyslav Chernov has a new film that delves further into the Russia-Ukraine war.
"2000 Meters to Andriivka," a joint production between the AP and PBS' "Frontline," will have its world premiere in January at the Sundance Film Festival, organizers said Wednesday.
Chernov won the best documentary Oscar in March for "20 Days in Mariupol," his harrowing depiction of the early days of the war. That film debuted at Sundance in 2023 before going on to collect many of the film industry's most prestigious awards, including from the Directors Guild and BAFTA. The film drew on AP reporting that also won the 2023 Pulitzer Prize for public service and featured prominently that same year in a Pulitzer for breaking news photography.
The new film takes place during the failing counteroffensive and focuses on a Ukrainian platoon's mission to try to liberate a strategic village from occupation. They need to traverse "one mile of heavily fortified forest," the description reads. "But the farther they advance through their destroyed homeland, the more they realize that this war may never end."

    


Since Russia's invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022, Europe's biggest armed conflict since World War II has cost tens of thousands of lives on both sides.




Kim Yutani, the festival's director of programming, said she expects audience will be deeply moved by the film.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's an incredible documentary," Yutani said. "It really takes you into the trenches, literally into the trenches with Ukrainian troops, Ukrainian soldiers, citizens who became soldiers -- a beautiful, horrifying portrait of the futility of war."
The Sundance Film Festival kicks off on Jan. 23 in Park City, Utah, and runs through Feb. 2.
___
For more AP coverage of the Russia-Ukraine war, visit https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine.
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                                        Nonfiction 
1. Main Street Millionaire by Codie Sanchez, narrated by the author (Penguin Audio)
2. Atomic Habits by James Clear, narrated by the author (Penguin Audio)
3. Revenge of the Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell, narrated by the author (Little, Brown & Company)
4. Cher by Cher, narrated by the author and Stephanie J. Block (HarperAudio)
5. We Who Wrestle with God by Jordan B. Peterson, narrated by the author (Penguin Audio)
6. The Anxious Generation by Jonathan Haidt, narrated by Sean Pratt and the author (Penguin Audio)
7. How to Talk to Anyone by Leil Lowndes, narrated by Joyce Bean and the author (Brilliance Audio)
8. Government Gangsters by Kash Pramod Patel, narrated by Richard Cefalos (Post Hill Press)
9. The Psychology of Money by Morgan Housel, narrated by Chris Hill (Harriman House)
10. Greenlights by Matthew McConaughey, narrated by the author (Random House Audio)

    


Fiction
1. Wind and Truth by Brandon Sanderson, narrated by Kate Reading and Michael Kramer (Macmillan Audio)
2. Wicked by Gregory Maguire, narrated by John McDonough (Recorded Books)
3. Lights Out by Navessa Allen, narrated by Elena Wolfe and Jacob Morgan (Slowburn)


4. Quicksilver by Callie Hart, narrated by Stella Bloom and Anthony Palmini (Podium Audio)
5. Variation by Rebecca Yarros, narrated by Teddy Hamilton and Carly Robins (Brilliance Audio)
6. The Boyfriend by Freida McFadden, narrated by Victoria Connolly and Robb Moreira (Hollywood Upstairs Press)

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
7. Fourth Wing by Rebecca Yarros, narrated by Rebecca Soler and Teddy Hamilton (Recorded Books)
8. Iron Flame by Rebecca Yarros, narrated by Rebecca Soler and Teddy Hamilton (Recorded Books)
9. Kingdom of Ash by Sarah J. Maas, performed by Elizabeth Evans (Audible Studios)
10. Booked for the Holidays by Liz Maverick, performed by Eva Kaminsky and Andrew Eiden (Audible Originals)
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            This combination of photos shows AP's 2024 breakthrough entertainers of the year. Fred Hechinger, from top left, Maleah Joi Moon, Nicholas Alexander Chavez, Adria Arjona, Myha'la, Aaron Pierre, and Glorilla. (AP Photo)
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            Myha'la has drawn acclaim -- and been named an AP Breakthrough Entertainer of 2024 -- for showing the vulnerability of her manipulative investment banker character on HBO's "Industry." (Dec. 11)
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                                    Myha'la has drawn acclaim -- and been named an AP Breakthrough Entertainer of 2024 -- for showing the vulnerability of her manipulative investment banker character on HBO's "Industry." (Dec. 11)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Myha'la is best known for playing a steely, manipulative investment banker on HBO's "Industry," so the thought of her breaking into song seems antithetical. 
Yet the graduate of Carnegie Mellon's prestigious drama school says when she told friends and former acting teachers she landed a starring role in the series, they assumed it was a stage comedy or musical.
"Nobody saw this trajectory for me. Not even me," Myha'la told The Associated Press. "This has actually been sort of like a very happy accident and surprise that I have any career at all in TV/film. But I really, really love it and I think I'm more suited for it than I thought."
Although "Industry" has been around since 2020, it's this year's third season that has received the most attention. Myha'la sees this year as the cast and creators' "collective breakthrough," but it's her own work to find vulnerability in the unshakable, calculating, risk-loving Harper Stern that makes her one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024.

    
        
    

    


Myha'la, 28, had expected and hoped to start her career in theater when she got the part in "Industry," and says she -- and most of her castmates -- have learned on the job. "My first time being #1 on the call sheet was a big deal," she said. "We'd all basically just come out of school and didn't know what we were doing."
Though Harper regularly betrays friends and colleagues for personal gain, Myha'la manages to reveal her soft edges: "I don't think I could do her justice if I didn't find the humanity in her. I think, us as human beings, we hold multitudes and contradictions. We are the definition of a contradiction and that's what makes us human. So to find that in every character I play is the most important to me."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Besides "Industry," she's acted in film with stars who have made an impression. She played Mahershala Ali's daughter in the Netflix science-fiction drama "Leave the World Behind," with Ethan Hawke and Julia Roberts. Myha'la says she was intimidated to work with "a bunch of legends who've been doing it way longer than I have." But she was pleasantly surprised at how they embraced her. "They treated me like I was just another person in the cast, not a child, not inexperienced, not a junior. None of that," Myha'la remembered.

    


Roberts has become a role model after Myha'la observed how she treated everyone on set. 
"She's incredibly patient. She doesn't behave like she's the icon that she is," the actor said. "A generous, respectful person who has integrity. And I really love the way people responded to her. That's ... the person I want to be. I want to come in and command a room with kindness and do my job really well."

    
    GET TO KNOW MYHA'LA 
AGE: 28
HOMETOWN: San Jose, California
FIRST ROLES: Onstage, the second national tour for "Book of Mormon." Onscreen, 2019's "Premature"
YOU MIGHT KNOW HER FROM: HBO's "Industry," "Leave the World Behind"
2024 IN REVIEW: The third season of "Industry," a voice role in "Moon Girl and Devil Dinosaur"
WHAT'S NEXT: Roles in "Swiped" and "They Will Kill You"
FUN FACT: Originally billed as Myha'la Herrold, she recently went mononymous -- "I always wanted to go by my first name, the paperwork just took longer than I thought!"



    


Doing her job well landed her roles in two notable films coming next year -- "Swiped," with Lily James starring as the founder of Bumble, and "They Will Kill You," with Zazie Beetz -- in addition to the fourth season of "Industry." 
Myha'la's personal life also blossomed this year when she got engaged to her boyfriend of four years. She loves telling the story of their ultimate meet-cute, which started when he direct messaged her on Instagram during the pandemic saying he was an "Industry" fan. 

    


"He was incredibly invested in me, and not in a creepy way -- in a really sincere, curious way. And I was so struck by that," she said.

Grateful for the TV and film roles, Myha'la still holds out hope that one day she'll make her Broadway debut. "The dream is not dead!" she said with a smile.
___
For more on AP's 2024 class of Breakthrough Entertainers, visit https://apnews.com/hub/ap-breakthrough-entertainers
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As a young woman, Maleah Joi Moon used to join the crowds outside Broadway stage doors to cheer the stars and maybe get an autograph. Now she's the one that people line up to meet.
"It all feels like a very vivid dream, if that makes sense," says the New Jersey-born theater star. "If I could give anybody the advice that I needed then: Just trust your heart and just go do it."
Moon has had quite a 2024 -- winning a best actress Tony Award, going to the Met Gala, appearing on "The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon" and "Today" show, and leading her musical at a rainy Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade. Moon will add to her trophies this month -- being named one of The Associated Press' Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024.
She calls it "the most vibrant and and dynamic year I think I've ever had in my entire life." The whirlwind events after her Tony win "were all such wonderful sprinkles on an already really good cupcake."

    


"Hell's Kitchen" uses Alicia Keys songs to tell the semi-autobiographical story of 17-year-old Ali's coming of age in 1990s New York City. It has some of Keys' best-known hits, like "Fallin'," "No One" and "Girl on Fire," as well as several new songs, including the terrific "Kaleidoscope."
"Alicia was very kind and very giving and very generous about how much of my own individuality I was able to channel into Ali," says Moon. 
"The show's just about love, to put it as simply as possible -- the love story between a girl and her first love, the love story between a girl and her community, and, of course, to bring it all home, the love story between a mother and a daughter," she adds.

    
    GET TO KNOW MALEAH JOI MOON 
AGE: 22
HOMETOWN: Franklin Township, New Jersey
FIRST ROLE: Dorothy in a school production of "The Wizard of Oz." Otherwise, "Hell's Kitchen"
YOU MIGHT KNOW HER FROM: Her Tony triumph over industry veterans for best actress in a musical
2024 IN REVIEW: "Hell's Kitchen" Tony leads to appearances at the Met Gala, on "The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon" and "Today," and in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade
WHAT'S NEXT: She'd love to do film, TV -- and more theater, of course
WHAT SHE'S LISTENING TO: Cleo Soul, old R&B and '90s hits and, of course, Alicia Keys



    



    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ali's mother is played by Tony nominee Shoshana Bean, whom Moon recalls asking for her autograph when she was a high school student watching Bean in "Waitress." Now they're colleagues: "It's really insane. There's no words for it," says Moon. 

    


"Hell's Kitchen" remains a hot ticket and critics have been impressed, with The New York Times labeling Moon "sensational" and the AP calling her "a jaw-dropping vocalist who is funny, giggly, passionate and strident, a star turn."
For the Tony win, Moon, then 21, beat out stage veterans Kelli O'Hara in "Days of Wine and Roses," Maryann Plunkett in "The Notebook," Eden Espinosa from "Lempicka" and Gayle Rankin from "Cabaret at the Kit Kat Club."
Moon grew up not too far from the Hell's Kitchen neighborhood -- in Franklin Township, New Jersey -- with a burning ambition to be on stage and blessed with plenty of encouragement. She won the role of Dorothy for a school production of "The Wizard of Oz" at age 10 and auditioned for "The Lion King" and "Six" on Broadway. "I kind of just caught the bug," she says.
A few frustrating years followed, ending when she went through the grueling audition process to earn the lead in "Hell's Kitchen" off-Broadway three years ago, her first professional role.
"I did lose sight, honestly, of what made me sparkle or what made me feel like I sparkled. But this process has been such a gift in the way that it has brought me back to what made me want to do theater to begin with," she says.

    


What's next is anyone's guess. Moon says she'd love to do film, TV and more theater: "This process has kind of showed me just how much I can connect with people through art."

"I want to continue to see where my heart leads me," she says. "I think that's what got me here in the first place. And I hope that it carries me far in the future."

    
        
    
___
For more on AP's 2024 class of Breakthrough Entertainers, visit: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-breakthrough-entertainers
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As a child, Fred Hechinger dreamed of running away to join the circus. Now, as his acting career takes off, he jokes that it feels like he's finally living that childhood dream.
"I thought that looked really fun. And now I kind of feel like I work in the circus," Hechinger told The Associated Press, which selected him as one of its Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024.
Levity suits the 25-year-old, despite his role as the tyrannical Emperor Caracalla in "Gladiator II." While his year -- which has included the highly praised "Thelma," with June Squibb -- has been "fun and busy," Hechinger says, it also "feels in some ways like a reflective year at the moment."
Hechinger kicked off his acting career in Bo Burnham's adolescent dramedy "Eighth Grade," released in 2018. In 2020, he found himself alongside Tom Hanks in the Paul Greengrass-directed Western "News of the World." But it was in 2021, playing Quinn Mossbacher in the first season of HBO's "The White Lotus," that he really made a splash.

    


With the success of "Gladiator II" and "Thelma," and the upcoming "Nickel Boys," based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel -- not to mention the anticipation for the Spider-Man spinoff "Kraven the Hunter" -- Hechinger is cognizant of the challenges that come with fame. However, blending his private and public lives doesn't seem to faze him -- within reason, of course.

    
        
    

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We're all human and everyone should be treated as full humans. But I don't have any particular gripes at the moment," Hechinger says.
Instead, he expresses gratitude for having the opportunity fulfill his dream.
"For so many years I wanted to tell stories and be an actor," he says. "So, the moment I started to get paid to do it, where it was a job, an actual real job to do this thing that I loved to play and focus and work in this way, that's something I count as a blessing."

    
    GET TO KNOW FRED HECHINGER 
AGE: 25
HOMETOWN: New York
FIRST ROLE: "Eighth Grade"
YOU MIGHT KNOW HIM FROM: His scene-stealing role as Sydney Sweeney's younger brother in "The White Lotus"
2024 IN REVIEW: Roles in "Gladiator II," "Thelma," "Kraven the Hunter," "Nickel Boys"
WHAT'S NEXT: "Kraven the Hunter" and "Nickel Boys," both opening this month
FUN FACT: Growing up, he thought the circus looked like fun -- "and now I kind of feel like I work in the circus"



    



    


With his busy schedule, Hechinger has picked up a valuable lesson: Once filming wraps, it's time to let go. He acknowledges that after he's done his part, it's out of his hands. Although he doesn't have kids of his own, he compares finishing a movie to raising children and sending them off into the world.
"You're always there for them, you care about them, but you can't be with them every step of the way. You have to let them stand on their own," Hechinger compares. "It's the same with a movie -- once it's done, you've done all you can, and now it's time to release it, share it, and hope people connect with it."
With his breakthrough year coming to a close, Hechinger wants to continue the momentum of telling stories.

"I love that I'm able to do it and I just want to keep doing it in ways that push and scare me a little bit," he says, "and also take those creative risks and hopefully give people stories that that can mean something to them."
___
For more on AP's 2024 class of Breakthrough Entertainers, visit https://apnews.com/hub/ap-breakthrough-entertainers

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/fred-hechinger-gladiator-ap-breakthrough-entertainers-2024-a24cb79c5e150a385c86300b4ccfbe0d
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- GloRilla has gone from choir girl to husky-voiced rap queen, climbing the hip-hop ranks so high that she's earned a trip to the White House.
The Memphis-born performer has become one of industry's most promising voices with her genuine character, rap flow and unmistakable Southern drawl. She established herself this year as a proven hitmaker with "Wanna Be" featuring Megan Thee Stallion and the breakout hit "Yeah Glo!," which earned two nominations at the upcoming Grammys.
The rapper's mentality this year has been to "put your foot on the gas and don't let up," she told The Associated Press.
In 2024 alone, she's been a guest performer on the domestic leg of Megan's Hot Girl Summer Tour, gaining more confidence performing in sold-out arenas. She's performed at a star-studded party in front of celebrities ranging from Leonardo DiCaprio to Kim Kardashian, and met with President Joe Biden during a women's history month event. 

    


All of this came before the October release of her critically acclaimed debut album "Glorious," whose "TGIF" had Rihanna dancing in a social media post, earning GloRilla a spot as one of the AP's Breakthrough Entertainers of 2024.
"Don't ever get too comfortable," said the rapper, who burst onto the hip-hop scene in 2022 with "Tomorrow" and the Grammy-nominated "F.N.F. (Let's Go)." "Take advantage of everything that comes your way. If you drive and apply yourself, it's going to happen."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
GloRilla's humble beginnings served as a driving force to chase bigger horizons. Born Gloria Hallelujah Woods (the stage name was a cousin's suggestion), the 25-year-old credits her mother and her church-centered upbringing for preparing her for this pivotal moment in her life.
"My momma always told me to be humble and grateful," she said. "I come from nothing almost. My mom is well mannered. My mom taught us right, like, internally, have a great spirit. My personality and spirit come from my momma."

    


GloRilla is still adjusting to her rising fame while dealing with some controversies. She was left "heartbroken" after three women were killed in a deadly stampede toward the end of a 2023 concert in upstate New York in which investigators found no criminal wrongdoing. She faced backlash for using a disability-related slur in her lyrics and was charged with drunken driving in Georgia this year. 
Despite that, her profile has grown in recent months to become one of rap's biggest names -- thanks to something rapper Yo Gotti spotted when he signed her to his Collective Music Group label in 2022.

    
    AGE: 25
HOMETOWN: Memphis, Tennessee
FIRST RELEASE: "Most Likely Up Next," a mixtape released in 2019
YOU MIGHT KNOW HER FROM: The songs "Wanna Be" and "F.N.F. (Let's Go)"
2024 IN REVIEW: Megan Thee Stallion's Hot Girl Summer Tour, releasing her debut album "Glorious," visiting the White House and performing at Vice President Kamala Harris' presidential campaign rally in Milwaukee
WHAT'S NEXT: Pursuing acting roles, headlining the college football concert series in January and the Grammys, where she's nominated
WHERE HER PERSONALITY COMES FROM: Her mother: "I come from nothing almost. My mom is well mannered. My mom taught us right, like, internally, have a great spirit. My personality and spirit come from my momma"



    


"It's the authenticity," said Yo Gotti, a fellow Memphis native. "Even when she talks about the struggles throughout this journey, it's refreshing. I don't think many artists do that. Everybody wants to play perfect. I think that's why so many people gravitate to her. She relates to real people."
While she enjoys snapping photos with fans, she opts for incognito mode on her more casual days: "I don't like to tell people 'No.' I don't want to be mean to my fans. That's probably the worst part. I hate taking pictures when I'm not prepared."

    


Seeking a career role model, GloRilla often examines the work ethic of Beyonce, who called the rapper one of her favorite young artists. 

"She's a businesswoman. She multitasks a lot," she said. "That's something I have to get better at. She's a super hard worker. Her work ethic is crazy."
GloRilla could follow Beyonce's footsteps as an actor. Since childhood, she's dreamed of starring in a film or TV show -- though she's bracing herself for the marathon days on set that come with it. 

"Think I'm still going to do it," she said. "But I'm not going to lie. When I'm on those music video sets, I be like 'I don't know if I can do acting.' I can only imagine how many times I got to say the script and memorize in my head. I don't know. ... But I'm going to still try it."

    
        
    
___
For more on AP's 2024 class of Breakthrough Entertainers, visit https://apnews.com/hub/ap-breakthrough-entertainers
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            Olivia Wilde attends the Academy Women's Luncheon on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, at the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- While surveying a room packed with Hollywood's most influential figures, "Emilia Perez" star Selena Gomez took center stage to spotlight a critical issue: Prioritizing mental health and supporting underserved communities often left behind in the conversation.
"It's about taking action to ensure that underserved communities have access to mental health resources," Gomez said Tuesday at the Academy Women's Luncheon. The singer-actor has been public about her mental health struggles, revealing she had been diagnosed with bipolar disorder.
In 2020, Gomez started the Rare Impact Fund and her Rare Beauty line of cosmetics, pledging to donate 1% of all sales to the fund to help expand mental health services and education for young people.
"It's about showing them that when we come together, we can make a real difference," said Gomez, a Grammy and Emmy-nominated performer who became a Golden Globes double nominee Monday for her roles on "Emilia Perez" and "Only Murders in the Building." 

    


"I know firsthand how isolation can make you feel at times," she said. "But moments like this and talking to all these amazing women, it just reminds me that I'm not alone. We share. And when we stand together, we create a ripple effect that stretches far beyond our own lives.




Gomez was the keynote speaker at the event held at the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures with attendees including Ariana Grande, Olivia Wilde, Amy Adams, Pamela Anderson, Sarah Paulson, Regina King, Rita Wilson, Ava DuVernay and Awkwafina.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Gomez talked about the importance of amplifying women's voice and being proud while working on "Emilia Perez," which she says featured "extraordinary" women from in front and behind the camera. She said the film's director, Jacques Audiard, fostered the idea that "every single voice is heard and valued." 
"It reminded me of the power of community, supporting and lifting up each other -- whether in film, music or life itself," she said. 

    


Many actors in attendance dressed in Chanel clothing, jewelry, shoes, makeup and accessories. The luxury fashion brand, which sponsored the event, has had a long association with film and women creatives since founder Gabrielle "Coco" Chanel saw an opportunity to put her designs in the movies and empower women in film.
Tuesday's event was held to bring together women from all facets of the filmmaking community. It was also a celebration of the Academy Gold Fellowship for Women, a program that supports emerging women filmmakers.
Gomez paid homage to the event for highlighting women filmmakers and the efforts behind creating resources for those in the fellowship.

"It is honestly such an honor to be in this room with so many women that I love and have inspired me throughout the years," she said. "They continue to empower me, not only in our industry, but around world."
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            In this screenshot, Miami Dade Circuit Court Judge Mindy S. Glazer is seen via video presiding over the first court appearance of Alon Alexander, who is charged with sexual battery along with his twin brother, Oren Alexander, on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in Miami. (Miami Dade Circuit Court via AP, POOL)
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            In this screenshot, Miami Dade Circuit Court Judge Mindy S. Glazer is seen via video as attorney Joe Denaro speaks in the first court appearance of Oren Alexander and Alon Alexander, who are charged with sexual battery, on Dec. 12, 2024, in Miami. Next to Denaro are the parents of the Alexander brothers. (Miami Dade Circuit Court via AP, Pool)
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                                        A prominent luxury real estate broker and his identical twin brother appeared in a Florida courtroom Thursday on sexual assault charges. Another brother, who co-founded the real estate firm, is also charged in what federal officials call a longtime sex trafficking scheme.
Oren and Alon Alexander, both 37, were ordered held without bond by Circuit Judge Mindy Glazer until a hearing Friday, where their attorney will attempt to free them on bail. State prosecutors contend both are flight risks and should stay in jail until trial.
"We're making a bail proposal to the state. Hopefully the state is amenable to that," said the brothers' attorney, Joel Denaro, during the hearing in Miami. Oren and Alon Alexander appeared at the hearing via video wearing protective green vests, with their arms exposed.
The other brother, 38-year-old Tal Alexander, appeared Wednesday in a Miami federal courtroom on the federal sex trafficking indictment involving all three of them. Tal Alexander will have a bail hearing Friday, with prosecutors seeking pretrial detention and Denaro seeking bail in that venue as well.

    


None of them have entered a plea to the charges yet.




Oren and Tal Alexander co-founded the luxury real estate firm Official, which specializes in high-end properties in cities including New York, Miami, and Los Angeles with billionaire clients. In 2019, they helped Citadel hedge fund founder Ken Griffin purchase a $238 million New York penthouse, setting a record for the highest-priced home ever sold in the U.S.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Federal prosecutors allege in the New York indictment that all three Alexander brothers worked together to "repeatedly and violently drug, sexually assault, and rape dozens of victims." 
Manhattan U.S. Attorney Damian Williams said Wednesday at a news conference that the brothers used their wealth and influence to take advantage of victims during a period from at least 2010 to 2021. The Florida charges, meanwhile, involve specific incidents against known victims, according to prosecutors.

    


The brothers, who all reside in the Miami area, used "deception, fraud, and coercion" to entice victims to travel with them or attend parties or events in which they covered flights, hotels and other expenses, according to the New York indictment. They also at times used the promise of romantic relationships, officials said.
At Thursday's hearing, Oren Alexander told the judge he had a special reason to seek release on bail: his wife is nine months pregnant and that "she's counting on me to be with her" during labor.
"I'm required by law to hold you without bond," Glazer replied, noting that Oren Alexander's lawyer, Denaro, will have a chance to plead for release at another hearing.
"We don't believe he's a flight risk," Denaro said.
U.S. prosecutors say the women who were victimized were often provided drugs, including cocaine, psychedelic mushrooms and GHB, and the brothers even surreptitiously drugged some of the women's drinks, leaving them physically impaired and unable to fight back or escape from the sexual assaults.

    


In the Florida cases, state prosecutors described one incident in December 2016 as a "gang rape" of a woman who said she was invited to a barbecue at Alon Alexander's Miami Beach apartment only to discover no one there but Alon and another man. 

The second incident, in October 2017, involved a woman who said she was sexually assaulted by Oren Alexander at his apartment following a real estate event. The woman said she was given a glass of wine that made her feel weak and unable to control her body before the attack, according to prosecutors.
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            Alex Murdaugh sits with his attorneys before he takes the stand in his trial for murder at the Colleton County Courthouse on Thursday, Feb. 23, 2023 in Walterboro, S.C. ( Joshua Boucher/The State via AP, Pool)
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            The exterior of the South Carolina Supreme Court building in Columbia, S.C. is shown Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2023. (AP Photo/James Pollard, File)
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- Lawyers for Alex Murdaugh are taking two paths to appeal his murder convictions for killing his wife and son, saying that a court clerk pushed a guilty verdict to jurors to sell books and that the trial judge allowed improper evidence like the disgraced South Carolina lawyer's financial crimes.
The 132-page appeal was filed this week before the South Carolina Supreme Court. Prosecutors will have time to respond, and the justices have to read all material around the six-week 2023 trial, meaning a hearing is likely months away.
The appeal extensively details arguments that have already been made, either through objections during the trial or a hearing this year at which jurors were questioned about comments made by Colleton County Clerk Becky Hill during the trial.
Murdaugh lawyers wrote his murder convictions need to be overturned because the public needs more than just "social-media-fed ideas about the details of a crime they did not witness."

    


"Providing Murdaugh with the fair trial that every citizen of South Carolina would expect for himself is necessary to assure all that no one -- powerful or humble, innocent or guilty, hated or beloved -- is proscribed from due process and the equal protection of the law," according to the appeal signed by both of Murdaugh's chief lawyers at his trial, Jim Griffin and Dick Harpootlian.




Murdaugh, 56, is serving life in prison for the shootings of his wife, Maggie, and younger son, Paul, outside their home in 2021. He continues to adamantly deny killing them, including from the stand at his trial.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Murdaugh and his family dominated the legal system and life in nearby Hampton County for generations, and prosecutors during his trial laid out how he used his power and prestige to get away with stealing from clients and his law firm and out of other jams all his life.
In their appeal, the defense pointed out how little physical evidence connected Murdaugh to the crime. Investigators never found the rifle used to kill his wife and a shotgun whose blast sent blood and tissue all around the small room where his son was found dead.

    


Only tiny amounts of blood were found on the clothes Murdaugh was wearing when he found the bodies, and no bloody clothes were found elsewhere.
Murdaugh's defense said a state investigator shouldn't have been allowed to testify that markings on cartridges found at a shooting range on the family property matched those found at the killings, because he never proved the markings are unique to one gun.
They said a blue raincoat with a tiny amount of gunshot residue shouldn't have been put into evidence because a witness testified about seeing Murdaugh with a blue tarp, not a raincoat.
The defense lawyers also said the judge should not have allowed evidence from an investigator who said he spent a weekend tossing an iPhone around his office to determine whether the screen, which comes on with a light touch, might not come on with a more violent motion. The expert witness kept no data and did not record his experiments.

    


Prosecutors suggested Murdaugh threw his wife's phone from his moving car as he drove away, but data from his SUV's computer showed the phone screen turned on two minutes before Murdaugh's vehicle passed the spot where the phone was found. 
About half of the appeal deals with Hill, the court clerk. In January, Judge Jean Toal ruled that while she couldn't believe Hill's testimony that she didn't talk to jurors about the case during the trial, she also couldn't overturn the verdict based "on the strength of some fleeting and foolish comments by a publicity-seeking clerk of court" because they didn't actively change the jurors' minds.
At least three jurors said Hill told them to watch Murdaugh's testimony in his own defense carefully, and one said the suggestion appeared to indicate he was guilty and couldn't be trusted.
A clerk of court from a neighboring county testified that Hill told her she was going to write a book about Murdaugh's trial and that a guilty verdict would probably sell more copies.

    


The rest of the appeal dealt with trial problems, including the decision by the judge to allow six days of evidence about Murdaugh stealing from clients and his law firm after prosecutors successfully argued a possible motive for the killings was Murdaugh seeking sympathy to stop further investigations into missing money.
The trial judge, Clifton Newman, said that the jury was entitled to consider whether Murdaugh's "apparent desperation" and "dire financial situation" resulted in the killings of his family and that he didn't think the financial crime evidence alone would persuade the jury to convict Murdaugh of murder.
Defense attorneys strenuously objected at the time and in the appeal. In the court records filed this week, they cited cases in which appeals courts overturned murder convictions because evidence of infidelity or spousal abuse were allowed in trials but prosecutors couldn't directly link them to the killings.

    


"Here, the State was improperly permitted to introduce evidence of Murdaugh's alleged financial crimes solely to impugn his character to bolster its otherwise weak case," his lawyers wrote.

Even if Murdaugh gets a new murder trial, he won't walk out free. He has been sentenced to 40 years for pleading guilty to stealing millions from his law firm and from settlements he gained for clients on wrongful-death and serious-injury lawsuits. Murdaugh promised not to appeal that sentence as part of plea deals.
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Average rate on 30-year mortgage hits 6.6%, its third straight weekly decline
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                    Construction workers frame a new single-family home Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in Owensboro, Ky. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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                                        The average rate on a 30-year mortgage in the U.S. eased for the third week in a row, a welcome trend for prospective homebuyers during what's typically a less competitive time of the year for the housing market.
The rate dropped to 6.6% from 6.69% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. A year ago, the rate averaged 6.95%.
Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages, popular with homeowners seeking to refinance their home loan to a lower rate, also eased this week. The average rate fell to 5.84% from 5.96% last week. A year ago, it averaged 6.38%, Freddie Mac said.
The average rate on a 30-year mortgage is now at its lowest level since Oct. 24, when it was at 6.54%.
"The combination of mortgage rate declines, firm consumer income growth and a bullish stock market have increased homebuyer demand in recent weeks," said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac's chief economist. "While the outlook for the housing market is improving, the improvement is limited given that homebuyers continue to face stiff affordability headwinds."

    


Elevated mortgage rates and rising home prices have kept homeownership out of reach of many would-be homebuyers. U.S. home sales are on track for their worst year since 1995.




Mortgage rates are influenced by several factors, including the moves in the yield on U.S. 10-year Treasury bonds, which lenders use as a guide to price home loans. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The yield, which was below 3.7% as recently as September, has mostly hovered around 4.2% this month. It was at 4.3% at midday Thursday.
The recent decline in rates follows a mostly upward climb since the average rate on a 30-year mortgage slid to a two-year low of 6.08% in late September after the Federal Reserve cut its main interest rate from a two-decade high. While the central bank doesn't set mortgage rates, its actions and the trajectory of inflation influence the moves in the 10-year Treasury yield. 

    


Many economists and traders on Wall Street expect that the Fed will cut its main interest rate again at its policy meeting next week.
Home shoppers and homeowners seeking to refinance their existing mortgage to a lower rate are taking advantage of the recent pullback in home-loan borrowing costs. Mortgage applications rose 5.4% last week from a week earlier, the fifth straight increase, according to the Mortgage Bankers Association. Refinance loan applications climbed 27%.
"Purchase applications have increased on an annual basis every week except for one over the past three months, a positive sign for the mortgage market to close out this year," said MBA CEO Bob Broeksmit.

With home prices near all-time highs and still rising nationally, albeit more slowly, many prospective homebuyers are likely holding out for mortgage rates to ease further in coming months.
But there may not be much relief, given that many housing economists predict the average rate on a 30-year mortgage will remain above 6% next year.
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Nearly half of US teens are online 'constantly,' Pew report finds
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            Mikael Makonnen, 18, a freshman at American University, poses for a photo in Washington, D.C, on Saturday, March 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Almaz Abedje, file)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE -- Isabella Cimato, 17, from left, Arianna Schaden, 14, and Sofia Harrison, 15, check their phones at Roosevelt Field shopping mall in Garden City, N.Y., on July 27, 2015. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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                                        Nearly half of American teenagers say they are online "constantly" despite concerns about the effects of social media and smartphones on their mental health, according to a new report published Thursday by the Pew Research Center.
As in past years, YouTube was the single most popular platform teenagers used -- 90% said they watched videos on the site, down slightly from 95% in 2022. Nearly three-quarters said they visit YouTube every day. 
There was a slight downward trend in several popular apps teens used. For instance, 63% of teens said they used TikTok, down from 67% and Snapchat slipped to 55% from 59%. This small decline could be due to pandemic-era restrictions easing up and kids having more time to see friends in person, but it's not enough to be truly meaningful.
X saw the biggest decline among teenage users. Only 17% of teenagers said they use X, down from 23% in 2022, the year Elon Musk bought the platform. Reddit held steady at 14%. About 6% of teenagers said they use Threads, Meta's answer to X that launched in 2023.

    


Meta's messaging service WhatsApp was a rare exception in that it saw the number of teenage users increase, to 23% from 17% in 2022. 




Pew also asked kids how often they use various online platforms. Small but significant numbers said they are on them "almost constantly." For YouTube, 15% reported constant use, for TikTok, 16% and for Snapchat, 13%. 


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
As in previous surveys, girls were more likely to use TikTok almost constantly while boys gravitated to YouTube. There was no meaningful gender difference in the use of Snapchat, Instagram and Facebook. 
Roughly a quarter of Black and Hispanic teens said they visit TikTok almost constantly, compared with just 8% of white teenagers. 
The report was based on a survey of 1,391 U.S. teens ages 13 to 17 conducted from Sept. 18 to Oct. 10, 2024.
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            The cover of Time magazine's Person of the Year shows President-elect Donald Trump before a ceremony he will attend at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A Palestinian boy pushes a wheelchair carrying jerrycans and plastic bottles with water at a camp for displaced people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Women walk through the Red Square Christmas Fair in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            A leaf is frozen in the ice of a garden pond during cold weather in Buffalo Grove, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Protesters carry a caricature depicting an imprisoned South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol as they march to the presidential office after a rally demanding his impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. A sign reads "Rebellion leader." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Athletes compete in the Men's 200m Butterfly Heats on day three of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            A woman weeps during the funeral of Syrian activist Mazen al-Hamada in Damascus, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. Al-Hamad's mangled corpse was found wrapped in a bloody sheet in Saydnaya prison. He had fled to Europe but returned to Syria in 2020 and was imprisoned upon arrival. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Israeli soldiers with the national flag stand on an armoured vehicle after crossing the security fence near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Young An Se of South Korea plays a shot against Akane Yamaguchi of Japan during a women's singles badminton match at the World Tour Finals in Hangzhou in east China's Zhejiang province, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Ultra-Orthodox Jewish mourners gather for the funeral of Yehoshua Aharon Tuvia Simcha, 12, fatally shot by a gunman who opened fire on a bus in Jerusalem, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon work on their colleague's hair as they wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Juliet Samaniya, 6, carries a bag of lithium with other children at an illegal mining site in Paseli, Nigeria, Tuesday, Nov 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)
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            Hilala Meryeh, a 64-year-old Palestinian mother of four, weeps in the middle of the dingy identification room after finding her son's body at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            14 of 155 | 
            Pope Francis hugs a child during his weekly general audience in the Paul VI Hall, at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            15 of 155 | 
            A person holding an umbrella walks past the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree reflected in a puddle, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            16 of 155 | 
            A bird soars across the sky as Himalchuli Mountain, at the center, and the Manaslu Mountain range are seen from a hill on the outskirts of Kathmandu, Nepal, during International Mountain Day, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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            17 of 155 | 
            Illinois fans hold mock newspapers with the headline Curdled Dreams in Champaign as the Wisconsin basketball team is introduced at the beginning of an NCAA college basketball game between Illinois and Wisconsin on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Champaign, Ill. (AP Photo/Craig Pessman)
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            18 of 155 | 
            A boy holding a rifle borrowed from a Syrian opposition fighter poses on the top of a government forces tank that was left on a street, at the Umayyad Square in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            19 of 155 | 
            Leverkusen's Nordi Mukiele, background center, scores the decisive goal against Inter Milan's goalkeeper Yann Sommer during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Bayer Leverkusen and Inter Milan at the BayArena in Leverkusen, Germany, Tuesday Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            20 of 155 | 
            An Indigenous Naga tribal sings during the Hornbill Festival in Kisama, on the outskirts of Kohima, capital of the northeastern Indian state of Nagaland, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            21 of 155 | 
            Pilgrims sleep outside of the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe a day before her feast day in Mexico City, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            22 of 155 | 
            Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky. wears a bandage on his face as he walks to cast a vote on the Senate floor after falling during a luncheon on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            23 of 155 | 
            Barbora Janickova of Czech Republic, left, and Milla Jansen of Australia, right, prepare before competing in the Women's 100m Freestyle Heats on day two of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            24 of 155 | 
            This booking photo released Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)
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            25 of 155 | 
            An armed opposition fighter walks among costumers at the Al-Hamidiyeh market inside the old walled city of Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            26 of 155 | 
            Firefighters monitor the Franklin Fire approaching Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            27 of 155 | 
            Students evacuate from Pepperdine University as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            28 of 155 | 
            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            29 of 155 | 
            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            30 of 155 | 
            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, center, arrives to attend a hearing at the district court for his long-running trial for alleged corruption, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (Menahem Kahana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            31 of 155 | 
            A Turkish gendarme helps a young girl with belongings as Syrian families wait to cross into Syria from Turkey at the Cilvegozu border gate near the town of Antakya, southern Turkey, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Metin Yoksu)
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            32 of 155 | 
            A protester shouts as she holds a placard during a march against the rising cases of femicide, in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            33 of 155 | 
            A man breaks the lock of a cell in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            34 of 155 | 
            A rope lies on the floor in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            35 of 155 | 
            A woman looks at blankets and other clothes lying on the floor in a room of the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            36 of 155 | 
            People inspect documents they found in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            37 of 155 | 
            Israeli soldiers stand next to armored vehicles parked near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            38 of 155 | 
            Israeli armored vehicles cross the security fence moving towards the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            39 of 155 | 
            Israeli police investigate the site where a drone that appeared to have originated in Yemen slammed into an apartment in Yavne, central Israel, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            40 of 155 | 
            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer is lead by Director General Yousif Alobaidli and tour guide Mahra, right, as he visits the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024 during his three day visit of United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Cyprus.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, Pool)
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            41 of 155 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Defense Secretary, gives a thumbs-up as he walks with his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, to meet with Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            42 of 155 | 
            Katie Handler, veterinary technician with the New England Wildlife Center, reaches to try to capture an oil-covered goose along the Muddy River, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in Brookline, Mass., as wildlife rescuers tended to dozens of birds that were soaked in oil after an apparent spill. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            43 of 155 | 
            Golden State Warriors' Stephen Curry (30) reacts on the court against the Minnesota Timberwolves during the second half of an NBA basketball game in San Francisco, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)
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            44 of 155 | 
            Syrian citizens wave the revolutionary flag and shout slogans, as they celebrate during the second day of the take over of the city by the insurgents in Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            45 of 155 | 
            Faithful throw rose petals on a statue of the Virgin Mary at the end of the commemoration of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary at the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            46 of 155 | 
            Lithuanian Orthodox believers touch religious relics during a Prayer of Thanksgiving at the Orthodox Church of the Holy Spirit in Vilnius, Lithuania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            47 of 155 | 
            Canon Reid Fuller, grandson of LSU head coach Kim Mulkey, sits on her lap while she speaks to media after an NCAA college basketball game against Grambling in Bossier City, La., Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. LSU won 100-54. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            48 of 155 | 
            A pilgrim crawls to the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez marking the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, in Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            49 of 155 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters celebrate after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            50 of 155 | 
            Abu Mohammed al-Golani speaks at the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. Golani, a former al-Qaida commander who cut ties with the group and says he embraces pluralism and religious tolerance, leads the biggest rebel faction and is poised to chart the country's future. He calls himself by his given name, Ahmad al-Sharaa, and not his nom de guerre. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            51 of 155 | 
            People gather to celebrate the Syrian government fall, in Istanbul, Turkey, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            52 of 155 | 
            A Syrian opposition fighter sits inside an office at the Presidential Palace after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            53 of 155 | 
            An opposition fighter steps on a broken bust of the late Syrian President Hafez Assad in Damascus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            54 of 155 | 
            Opposition fighters celebrate as they burn down a military court in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            55 of 155 | 
            A group of people take a family photo while sitting on a couch in a hall of Syrian President Bashar Assad's presidential palace in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            56 of 155 | 
            A general view of Damacus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 2024. Opposition fighters entered in the heart of the Syrian capital Sunday to mark the fall of Bashar Assad's government.(AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            57 of 155 | 
            Israeli soldiers walk near armored vehicles parked along the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            58 of 155 | 
            Guest watch clergy members leaving the inaugural mass at Notre Dame Cathedral, hosting its first Mass since the catastrophic fire of 2019,, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, Pool)
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            59 of 155 | 
            Supporters of opposition candidate and former President John Dramani Mahama celebrate his victory after his opponent conceded in Accra, Ghana, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            60 of 155 | 
            Australia's Louis Muhlen-Schulte competes during a men's World Cup giant slalom skiing race, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, in Beaver Creek. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            61 of 155 | 
            Calin Georgescu, center, an independent candidate for president who won the first round of presidential elections, makes his way, surrounded by media, to a closed voting station after Romania's Constitutional Court annulled the first round of presidential elections, in Mogosoaia, Romania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            62 of 155 | 
            Children reach out for soap balloons during celebrations of St. Nicholas Day in Izium, Ukraine, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            63 of 155 | 
            Pope Francis is seen through a 29-meter-tall Christmas tree as he appears at his studio's window in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, to bless the faithful and pilgrims gathered for the noon Angelus prayer. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            64 of 155 | 
            World War II veterans Takashi Manago, left, and Robert Lee talks to each other before the 83rd Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            65 of 155 | 
            Former President Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton address the audience during the Kumpuris Distinguished Lecture series in celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Clinton Presidential Center at the Robinson Center in Little Rock, Ark., on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Katie Adkins)
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            66 of 155 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters remove a government Syrian flag from an official building in Salamiyah, east of Hama, Syria Syria, Saturday Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            67 of 155 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters ride along the streets in the aftermath of the opposition's takeover of Hama, Syria, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            68 of 155 | 
            People walk past as France's iconic Notre Dame Cathedral is reflected in a puddle Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris before the formal reopening for the first time since a devastating fire nearly destroyed the 861-year-old landmark in 2019. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            69 of 155 | 
            French President Emmanuel Macron, left, welcomes President-elect Donald Trump as he arrives at the Elysee Palace, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            70 of 155 | 
            The meeting meeting between President Donald Trump and French President Emmanuel Macron is shown on a large screen for the crowds gathered near France's iconic Notre Dame Cathedral Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris before it's formal reopening for the first time since a devastating fire nearly destroyed the 861-year-old landmark in 2019. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            71 of 155 | 
            Firefighters stand by a destroyed building at the site of an explosion which destroyed several apartments and injured multiple people, at The Hague, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Phil Nijhuis)
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            72 of 155 | 
            Einav Zangauker, center, is embraced by freed hostage Yocheved Lifshitz before making a statement about a Hamas video of her son, Israeli hostage Matan Zangauker making an emotional plea for his release and describing the conditions he and other hostages face in Gaza after being seized in the Oct. 7 attack, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            73 of 155 | 
            Protestors shout outside the National Assembly during the voting for the impeachment of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, following President's short-lived martial law declaration in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            74 of 155 | 
            A woman with her child prepares her ballot in the general elections in Accra, Ghana, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            75 of 155 | 
            Pope Francis arrives for the start of a public concistory in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, where he will elevate 21 new cardinals. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            76 of 155 | 
            Ignace Bessi Dogbo, Archbishop of Abidjan, Ivory Coast, right, receives from Pope Francis, left, the cardinals' biretta hat and ring as he is made cardinal during a solemn mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            77 of 155 | 
            Tate McRae, center, performs with backup dancers during KIIS FM's iHeartRadio Jingle Ball on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, at Intuit Dome in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            78 of 155 | 
            India's Mohammed Siraj makes an unsuccessful attempt to take the catch after a shot played by Australia's Travis Head during the day two of the second cricket test match between Australia and India at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide, Australia, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/James Elsby)
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            79 of 155 | 
            Amber Glenn, of the United States, poses after winning the gold medal in the women's event at the ISU Grand Prix Finals of Figure Skating, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Grenoble, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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            80 of 155 | 
            Israeli residents in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            81 of 155 | 
            A woman smiles while riding the Samba Train as it winds its way through the outskirts of the city celebrating National Samba Day, in Rio de Janeiro, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. Brazilians officially mark National Samba Day on Dec. 2. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            82 of 155 | 
            Taylor Swift performs during "The Eras Tour" on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            83 of 155 | 
            Workers install a piece by artist Osmany Betancourt as part of 15th Havana Biennial, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)
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            84 of 155 | 
            Concertgoers watch on during Taylor Swift's "The Eras Tour" on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            85 of 155 | 
            An image of Syrian President Bashar Assad, riddled with bullets, is seen on the facade of the provincial government office in the aftermath of the opposition's takeover of Hama, Syria, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            86 of 155 | 
            Palestinian women and girls struggle to reach for food at a distribution center in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            87 of 155 | 
            Supporters of the former Ghana President and presidential candidate for the National Democratic Congress (NDC), John Mahama, gather during the party's final rally, in Accra, Ghana, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, ahead of the presidential election. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)
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            88 of 155 | 
            South Korean lawmakers and members of opposition parties gather at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            89 of 155 | 
            One of the newly-born twin panda bear cubs, named Meng Hao and Meng Tian or Leni and Lotti, looks out of the enclosure, during the official presentation of their names, at the Zoo in Berlin, Germany, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            90 of 155 | 
            People dressed as Santa Claus and snowman dive through a tank in the sea life aquarium in Munich, Germany, Friday. Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            91 of 155 | 
            Australia's Nathan Lyon leaps to take a catch of India's Nitish Kumar Reddy during the day one of the second cricket test match between Australia and India at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide, Australia, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/James Elsby)
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            92 of 155 | 
            Kim Gilli of South Korea leads during the heats of the Women's 1,000-meter at the ISU World Tour Short Track Speed Skating held at the Capital Indoor Stadium in Beijing, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            93 of 155 | 
            Elon Musk carries his son X AE A-Xii, after a meeting about President-elect Donald Trump's planned Department of Government Efficiency, or DOGE, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            94 of 155 | 
            Adriana Lima displays Botafogo during the fourth draw for the 2025 FIFA Club World Cup soccer tournament, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            95 of 155 | 
            Tourists from Jerusalem observe destroyed buildings in Odaisseh, a village in southern Lebanon near the Israeli-Lebanese border, from northern Israel, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            96 of 155 | 
            Law enforcement members watch as rescue workers continue to search, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, for Elizabeth Pollard, who is believed to have disappeared in a sinkhole while looking for her cat, in Marguerite, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            97 of 155 | 
            Italy's Guglielmo Bosca crashes during a men's World Cup downhill training run Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Beaver Creek, Colo. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            98 of 155 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, listens to reporters during a meeting with Sen. Mike Rounds, R-S.D., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            99 of 155 | 
            A crane lifts a container filled with seized weapons to be destroyed at a metallurgic plant in Nobsa, Colombia, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            100 of 155 | 
            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows a man wanted for questioning in connection to the investigation of the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            101 of 155 | 
            Protesters march to the presidential office after a candlelight vigil against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            102 of 155 | 
            NYPD officers in diving suits search a lake in Central Park, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            103 of 155 | 
            The body 18-month-old Sham Shurrab is carried by her uncle for burial in the aftermath of an Israeli airstrike at the Muwassi camp, outside the Nasser hospital in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. Israeli airstrikes struck the camp for displaced Palestinians in southern Gaza on Wednesday, killing at least 21 people, according to the head of a nearby hospital. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            104 of 155 | 
            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer during his 'plan for change' speech in Buckinghamshire, England, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024.(AP Photo/Darren Staples, Pool)
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            105 of 155 | 
            Ralph Fiennes poses for a portrait to promote the film "The Return" on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            106 of 155 | 
            The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree is lit during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            107 of 155 | 
            People watch the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            108 of 155 | 
            A South Korean marine veteran gets his head shaved during a rally against President Yoon Suk Yeol in front of the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            109 of 155 | 
            This still image from surveillance video obtained by the Associated Press shows the suspect, left, sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, center, outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            110 of 155 | 
            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            111 of 155 | 
            Argentina's President Javier Milei gives a speech during the Conservative Political Action Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            112 of 155 | 
            People make their way through the falling snow in downtown Ottawa, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            113 of 155 | 
            Children do their homework on a front doorstep during a blackout in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            114 of 155 | 
            Republican South Carolina Senate President Thomas Alexander has his robe adjusted by his wife Lynda during the chamber's organization session on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            115 of 155 | 
            A New York police officer stands on 54th Street outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            116 of 155 | 
            Members of the New York police crime scene unit pick up cups marking the spots where bullets lie as they investigate the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            117 of 155 | 
            

            
    



                

            
                

    









Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, walks through the basement of the Capitol, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            118 of 155 | 
            Children kick a ball around during a power outage in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            119 of 155 | 
            A woman poses for a photo session along a beach in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            120 of 155 | 
            Indian navy personnel display their skills during Naval Day celebrations in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            121 of 155 | 
            Rishikis from Japan's Sumo Kyokai, Daisuke Kitanowaka, right, and Akira Fukutsuumi pose for a photo call outside of London's Royal Albert Hall in London, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 where the UK's second ever official basho will take place in October of next year. (AP Photo/Thomas Krych)
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            122 of 155 | 
            Attendees light each other's candles during a candlelight vigil against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            123 of 155 | 
            President Joe Biden watches a traditional dance after arriving at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            124 of 155 | 
            Pope Francis arrives for his weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Wednesday, Dec.4, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            125 of 155 | 
            Pigeons take flight as a man walks along the shore in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            126 of 155 | 
            Police shoot tear gas towards demonstrators during a protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            127 of 155 | 
            President Joe Biden leaves the National Museum of Slavery, in the capital Luanda, Angola on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            128 of 155 | 
            A Kemp's ridley sea turtle receives fluids from a syringe at a New England Aquarium marine animal rehabilitation facility in Quincy, Mass., Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            129 of 155 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, is joined by his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, as they arrive to meet with Sen. Ted Budd, R-N.C., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            130 of 155 | 
            A demonstrator holds a rose while standing under running water from a fire pump used by police during a rally outside the parliament's building to protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            131 of 155 | 
            A Hullo Ferries passenger vessel passes under the Lions Gate Bridge as fog shrouds the downtown skyline and surrounding area, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            132 of 155 | 
            People watch a TV screen showing South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's televised briefing at a bus terminal in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            133 of 155 | 
            Soldiers line up for the arrival of the Emir of the State of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani in London, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            134 of 155 | 
            Britain's Kate, Princess of Wales and Prince William sit in a carriage after welcoming the Emir of the State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani in London, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)
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            135 of 155 | 
            Tilda Swinton poses for photos before attending the Chanel Metiers d'art 2024/25 fashion show in Hangzhou, China on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            136 of 155 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters stand atop a seized Syrian army armoured vehicle in the outskirts of Hama, Syria, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            137 of 155 | 
            Residents ride on a self modified motorcycle through a road covered by flood water in Tumpat, outskirts of Kota Bahru, Malaysia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            138 of 155 | 
            A Spiderman balloon passes through a street during a Christmas festival in Santiago, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            139 of 155 | 
            A man removes a chair and a fan from his flooded house in Tumpat, Malaysia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            140 of 155 | 
            Demonstrators go down an escalator to hide from the police in a subway station during a rally against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union for four years in Tbilisi, Georgia, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            141 of 155 | 
            A woman mourns outside the hospital after an airstrike killed several people including children, during an airstrike on a camp for internally displaced people in Maarat Misreen, north of Idlib, Syria, Monday Dec.2, 2024. According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a UK-based war monitor, Syrian and Russian warplanes launched 420 airstrikes on rebel-held areas including Idlib and Aleppo on Monday,(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            142 of 155 | 
            Part of 2500 panda sculptures are displayed at the Hong Kong International Airport during a welcome ceremony of the panda-themed exhibition "Panda Go!" in Hong Kong, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            143 of 155 | 
            The Great Elephant Migration art installation, which is traveling across the United States promoting human-wildlife coexistence, is displayed during Miami Art Week Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            144 of 155 | 
            Giant balloons line up on Hollywood Blvd. before start of the 92nd anniversary of the Hollywood Christmas Parade in the Hollywood section of Los Angeles on Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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            145 of 155 | 
            A Syrian army armoured vehicle sits abandoned on a highway in the outskirts of Khan Sheikhoun, southwest of Aleppo, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. Syrian opposition insurgency launched a campaign on Wednesday with a two-pronged attack on Aleppo and the countryside around Idlib.(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            146 of 155 | 
            The Beijing-gifted giant panda An An makes his debut appearance to media in Ocean Park during a preview event in Hong Kong, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            147 of 155 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters seize abandoned Syrian army ammunition in in the town of Khan Assubul, Syria, southwest of Aleppo, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. Syrian opposition insurgency launched a campaign on Wednesday with a two-pronged attack on Aleppo and the countryside around Idlib.(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            148 of 155 | 
            Demonstrators use firecrackers against police during a rally against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union for four years, outside the parliament's building in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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            149 of 155 | 
            Florida State and Florida players scuffle at midfield after an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)
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            150 of 155 | 
            Participants wearing traditional Krampus costumes perform during a Krampus run in Hollabrunn, Austria, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            151 of 155 | 
            Hasidic Jewish rabbis gather for the annual group portrait outside Chabad-Lubavitch Worldwide Headquarters in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Sunday, Dec. 1 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            152 of 155 | 
            Manchester United's Joshua Zirkzee, right, challenged by Everton's Ashley Young scores during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Everton at the Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)
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            153 of 155 | 
            Competitors take part in the Mass Start Men race of the ISU World Cup Speed Skating Beijing 2024 held at the National Speed Skating Oval in Beijing, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            154 of 155 | 
            Buffalo Bills fans sit between snow covered seats as they watch players warm up before an NFL football game between the Bills and the San Francisco 49ers in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            155 of 155 | 
            A 42-meter-high candle which is an illuminated medieval tower shines in the historic city centre of Schlitz, Germany, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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        PHOTO COLLECTION: AP Top Photos of the Day, Thursday, December 12, 2024
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            1 of 155 | 
            The cover of Time magazine's Person of the Year shows President-elect Donald Trump before a ceremony he will attend at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    The cover of Time magazine's Person of the Year shows President-elect Donald Trump before a ceremony he will attend at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            2 of 155 | 
            A Palestinian boy pushes a wheelchair carrying jerrycans and plastic bottles with water at a camp for displaced people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    A Palestinian boy pushes a wheelchair carrying jerrycans and plastic bottles with water at a camp for displaced people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            3 of 155 | 
            Women walk through the Red Square Christmas Fair in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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                                    Women walk through the Red Square Christmas Fair in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            A leaf is frozen in the ice of a garden pond during cold weather in Buffalo Grove, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Protesters carry a caricature depicting an imprisoned South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol as they march to the presidential office after a rally demanding his impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. A sign reads "Rebellion leader." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Athletes compete in the Men's 200m Butterfly Heats on day three of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            A woman weeps during the funeral of Syrian activist Mazen al-Hamada in Damascus, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. Al-Hamad's mangled corpse was found wrapped in a bloody sheet in Saydnaya prison. He had fled to Europe but returned to Syria in 2020 and was imprisoned upon arrival. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Israeli soldiers with the national flag stand on an armoured vehicle after crossing the security fence near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Young An Se of South Korea plays a shot against Akane Yamaguchi of Japan during a women's singles badminton match at the World Tour Finals in Hangzhou in east China's Zhejiang province, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Ultra-Orthodox Jewish mourners gather for the funeral of Yehoshua Aharon Tuvia Simcha, 12, fatally shot by a gunman who opened fire on a bus in Jerusalem, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon work on their colleague's hair as they wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Juliet Samaniya, 6, carries a bag of lithium with other children at an illegal mining site in Paseli, Nigeria, Tuesday, Nov 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)
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            Hilala Meryeh, a 64-year-old Palestinian mother of four, weeps in the middle of the dingy identification room after finding her son's body at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Pope Francis hugs a child during his weekly general audience in the Paul VI Hall, at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            A person holding an umbrella walks past the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree reflected in a puddle, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            A bird soars across the sky as Himalchuli Mountain, at the center, and the Manaslu Mountain range are seen from a hill on the outskirts of Kathmandu, Nepal, during International Mountain Day, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 155

                                    
                                    A bird soars across the sky as Himalchuli Mountain, at the center, and the Manaslu Mountain range are seen from a hill on the outskirts of Kathmandu, Nepal, during International Mountain Day, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 155 | 
            Illinois fans hold mock newspapers with the headline Curdled Dreams in Champaign as the Wisconsin basketball team is introduced at the beginning of an NCAA college basketball game between Illinois and Wisconsin on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Champaign, Ill. (AP Photo/Craig Pessman)
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            A boy holding a rifle borrowed from a Syrian opposition fighter poses on the top of a government forces tank that was left on a street, at the Umayyad Square in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Leverkusen's Nordi Mukiele, background center, scores the decisive goal against Inter Milan's goalkeeper Yann Sommer during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Bayer Leverkusen and Inter Milan at the BayArena in Leverkusen, Germany, Tuesday Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            An Indigenous Naga tribal sings during the Hornbill Festival in Kisama, on the outskirts of Kohima, capital of the northeastern Indian state of Nagaland, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Pilgrims sleep outside of the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe a day before her feast day in Mexico City, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            22 of 155 | 
            Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky. wears a bandage on his face as he walks to cast a vote on the Senate floor after falling during a luncheon on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Barbora Janickova of Czech Republic, left, and Milla Jansen of Australia, right, prepare before competing in the Women's 100m Freestyle Heats on day two of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            This booking photo released Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)
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            An armed opposition fighter walks among costumers at the Al-Hamidiyeh market inside the old walled city of Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Firefighters monitor the Franklin Fire approaching Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Students evacuate from Pepperdine University as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, center, arrives to attend a hearing at the district court for his long-running trial for alleged corruption, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (Menahem Kahana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            31 of 155 | 
            A Turkish gendarme helps a young girl with belongings as Syrian families wait to cross into Syria from Turkey at the Cilvegozu border gate near the town of Antakya, southern Turkey, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Metin Yoksu)
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            A protester shouts as she holds a placard during a march against the rising cases of femicide, in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            A man breaks the lock of a cell in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A rope lies on the floor in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A woman looks at blankets and other clothes lying on the floor in a room of the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            36 of 155 | 
            People inspect documents they found in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Israeli soldiers stand next to armored vehicles parked near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            38 of 155 | 
            Israeli armored vehicles cross the security fence moving towards the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Israeli police investigate the site where a drone that appeared to have originated in Yemen slammed into an apartment in Yavne, central Israel, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer is lead by Director General Yousif Alobaidli and tour guide Mahra, right, as he visits the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024 during his three day visit of United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Cyprus.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, Pool)
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            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Defense Secretary, gives a thumbs-up as he walks with his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, to meet with Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Katie Handler, veterinary technician with the New England Wildlife Center, reaches to try to capture an oil-covered goose along the Muddy River, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in Brookline, Mass., as wildlife rescuers tended to dozens of birds that were soaked in oil after an apparent spill. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            43 of 155 | 
            Golden State Warriors' Stephen Curry (30) reacts on the court against the Minnesota Timberwolves during the second half of an NBA basketball game in San Francisco, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    43 of 155

                                    
                                    Golden State Warriors' Stephen Curry (30) reacts on the court against the Minnesota Timberwolves during the second half of an NBA basketball game in San Francisco, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            44 of 155 | 
            Syrian citizens wave the revolutionary flag and shout slogans, as they celebrate during the second day of the take over of the city by the insurgents in Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            45 of 155 | 
            Faithful throw rose petals on a statue of the Virgin Mary at the end of the commemoration of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary at the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Lithuanian Orthodox believers touch religious relics during a Prayer of Thanksgiving at the Orthodox Church of the Holy Spirit in Vilnius, Lithuania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Canon Reid Fuller, grandson of LSU head coach Kim Mulkey, sits on her lap while she speaks to media after an NCAA college basketball game against Grambling in Bossier City, La., Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. LSU won 100-54. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            48 of 155 | 
            A pilgrim crawls to the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez marking the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, in Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Syrian opposition fighters celebrate after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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                                    Syrian opposition fighters celebrate after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Abu Mohammed al-Golani speaks at the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. Golani, a former al-Qaida commander who cut ties with the group and says he embraces pluralism and religious tolerance, leads the biggest rebel faction and is poised to chart the country's future. He calls himself by his given name, Ahmad al-Sharaa, and not his nom de guerre. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    50 of 155

                                    
                                    Abu Mohammed al-Golani speaks at the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. Golani, a former al-Qaida commander who cut ties with the group and says he embraces pluralism and religious tolerance, leads the biggest rebel faction and is poised to chart the country's future. He calls himself by his given name, Ahmad al-Sharaa, and not his nom de guerre. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            51 of 155 | 
            People gather to celebrate the Syrian government fall, in Istanbul, Turkey, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            A Syrian opposition fighter sits inside an office at the Presidential Palace after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            An opposition fighter steps on a broken bust of the late Syrian President Hafez Assad in Damascus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Opposition fighters celebrate as they burn down a military court in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Opposition fighters celebrate as they burn down a military court in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A group of people take a family photo while sitting on a couch in a hall of Syrian President Bashar Assad's presidential palace in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A general view of Damacus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 2024. Opposition fighters entered in the heart of the Syrian capital Sunday to mark the fall of Bashar Assad's government.(AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            Israeli soldiers walk near armored vehicles parked along the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Guest watch clergy members leaving the inaugural mass at Notre Dame Cathedral, hosting its first Mass since the catastrophic fire of 2019,, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, Pool)
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            59 of 155 | 
            Supporters of opposition candidate and former President John Dramani Mahama celebrate his victory after his opponent conceded in Accra, Ghana, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Australia's Louis Muhlen-Schulte competes during a men's World Cup giant slalom skiing race, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, in Beaver Creek. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Calin Georgescu, center, an independent candidate for president who won the first round of presidential elections, makes his way, surrounded by media, to a closed voting station after Romania's Constitutional Court annulled the first round of presidential elections, in Mogosoaia, Romania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Children reach out for soap balloons during celebrations of St. Nicholas Day in Izium, Ukraine, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            63 of 155 | 
            Pope Francis is seen through a 29-meter-tall Christmas tree as he appears at his studio's window in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, to bless the faithful and pilgrims gathered for the noon Angelus prayer. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            64 of 155 | 
            World War II veterans Takashi Manago, left, and Robert Lee talks to each other before the 83rd Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            65 of 155 | 
            Former President Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton address the audience during the Kumpuris Distinguished Lecture series in celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Clinton Presidential Center at the Robinson Center in Little Rock, Ark., on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Katie Adkins)
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            66 of 155 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters remove a government Syrian flag from an official building in Salamiyah, east of Hama, Syria Syria, Saturday Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            67 of 155 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters ride along the streets in the aftermath of the opposition's takeover of Hama, Syria, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            68 of 155 | 
            People walk past as France's iconic Notre Dame Cathedral is reflected in a puddle Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris before the formal reopening for the first time since a devastating fire nearly destroyed the 861-year-old landmark in 2019. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            69 of 155 | 
            French President Emmanuel Macron, left, welcomes President-elect Donald Trump as he arrives at the Elysee Palace, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            70 of 155 | 
            The meeting meeting between President Donald Trump and French President Emmanuel Macron is shown on a large screen for the crowds gathered near France's iconic Notre Dame Cathedral Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris before it's formal reopening for the first time since a devastating fire nearly destroyed the 861-year-old landmark in 2019. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            71 of 155 | 
            Firefighters stand by a destroyed building at the site of an explosion which destroyed several apartments and injured multiple people, at The Hague, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Phil Nijhuis)
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            72 of 155 | 
            Einav Zangauker, center, is embraced by freed hostage Yocheved Lifshitz before making a statement about a Hamas video of her son, Israeli hostage Matan Zangauker making an emotional plea for his release and describing the conditions he and other hostages face in Gaza after being seized in the Oct. 7 attack, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            73 of 155 | 
            Protestors shout outside the National Assembly during the voting for the impeachment of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, following President's short-lived martial law declaration in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            74 of 155 | 
            A woman with her child prepares her ballot in the general elections in Accra, Ghana, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            75 of 155 | 
            Pope Francis arrives for the start of a public concistory in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, where he will elevate 21 new cardinals. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            76 of 155 | 
            Ignace Bessi Dogbo, Archbishop of Abidjan, Ivory Coast, right, receives from Pope Francis, left, the cardinals' biretta hat and ring as he is made cardinal during a solemn mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            77 of 155 | 
            Tate McRae, center, performs with backup dancers during KIIS FM's iHeartRadio Jingle Ball on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, at Intuit Dome in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            78 of 155 | 
            India's Mohammed Siraj makes an unsuccessful attempt to take the catch after a shot played by Australia's Travis Head during the day two of the second cricket test match between Australia and India at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide, Australia, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/James Elsby)
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            79 of 155 | 
            Amber Glenn, of the United States, poses after winning the gold medal in the women's event at the ISU Grand Prix Finals of Figure Skating, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Grenoble, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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            80 of 155 | 
            Israeli residents in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            81 of 155 | 
            A woman smiles while riding the Samba Train as it winds its way through the outskirts of the city celebrating National Samba Day, in Rio de Janeiro, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. Brazilians officially mark National Samba Day on Dec. 2. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    81 of 155

                                    
                                    A woman smiles while riding the Samba Train as it winds its way through the outskirts of the city celebrating National Samba Day, in Rio de Janeiro, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. Brazilians officially mark National Samba Day on Dec. 2. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            82 of 155 | 
            Taylor Swift performs during "The Eras Tour" on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            83 of 155 | 
            Workers install a piece by artist Osmany Betancourt as part of 15th Havana Biennial, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    83 of 155

                                    
                                    Workers install a piece by artist Osmany Betancourt as part of 15th Havana Biennial, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            84 of 155 | 
            Concertgoers watch on during Taylor Swift's "The Eras Tour" on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            85 of 155 | 
            An image of Syrian President Bashar Assad, riddled with bullets, is seen on the facade of the provincial government office in the aftermath of the opposition's takeover of Hama, Syria, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            86 of 155 | 
            Palestinian women and girls struggle to reach for food at a distribution center in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            87 of 155 | 
            Supporters of the former Ghana President and presidential candidate for the National Democratic Congress (NDC), John Mahama, gather during the party's final rally, in Accra, Ghana, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, ahead of the presidential election. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)
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            88 of 155 | 
            South Korean lawmakers and members of opposition parties gather at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    88 of 155

                                    
                                    South Korean lawmakers and members of opposition parties gather at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            89 of 155 | 
            One of the newly-born twin panda bear cubs, named Meng Hao and Meng Tian or Leni and Lotti, looks out of the enclosure, during the official presentation of their names, at the Zoo in Berlin, Germany, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            90 of 155 | 
            People dressed as Santa Claus and snowman dive through a tank in the sea life aquarium in Munich, Germany, Friday. Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            91 of 155 | 
            Australia's Nathan Lyon leaps to take a catch of India's Nitish Kumar Reddy during the day one of the second cricket test match between Australia and India at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide, Australia, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/James Elsby)
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            Kim Gilli of South Korea leads during the heats of the Women's 1,000-meter at the ISU World Tour Short Track Speed Skating held at the Capital Indoor Stadium in Beijing, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Elon Musk carries his son X AE A-Xii, after a meeting about President-elect Donald Trump's planned Department of Government Efficiency, or DOGE, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Adriana Lima displays Botafogo during the fourth draw for the 2025 FIFA Club World Cup soccer tournament, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Tourists from Jerusalem observe destroyed buildings in Odaisseh, a village in southern Lebanon near the Israeli-Lebanese border, from northern Israel, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Law enforcement members watch as rescue workers continue to search, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, for Elizabeth Pollard, who is believed to have disappeared in a sinkhole while looking for her cat, in Marguerite, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Italy's Guglielmo Bosca crashes during a men's World Cup downhill training run Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Beaver Creek, Colo. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            98 of 155 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, listens to reporters during a meeting with Sen. Mike Rounds, R-S.D., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            A crane lifts a container filled with seized weapons to be destroyed at a metallurgic plant in Nobsa, Colombia, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows a man wanted for questioning in connection to the investigation of the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            101 of 155 | 
            Protesters march to the presidential office after a candlelight vigil against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            NYPD officers in diving suits search a lake in Central Park, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            103 of 155 | 
            The body 18-month-old Sham Shurrab is carried by her uncle for burial in the aftermath of an Israeli airstrike at the Muwassi camp, outside the Nasser hospital in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. Israeli airstrikes struck the camp for displaced Palestinians in southern Gaza on Wednesday, killing at least 21 people, according to the head of a nearby hospital. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer during his 'plan for change' speech in Buckinghamshire, England, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024.(AP Photo/Darren Staples, Pool)
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            Ralph Fiennes poses for a portrait to promote the film "The Return" on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            106 of 155 | 
            The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree is lit during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            People watch the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            A South Korean marine veteran gets his head shaved during a rally against President Yoon Suk Yeol in front of the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            This still image from surveillance video obtained by the Associated Press shows the suspect, left, sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, center, outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            Argentina's President Javier Milei gives a speech during the Conservative Political Action Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            People make their way through the falling snow in downtown Ottawa, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Children do their homework on a front doorstep during a blackout in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            114 of 155 | 
            Republican South Carolina Senate President Thomas Alexander has his robe adjusted by his wife Lynda during the chamber's organization session on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            115 of 155 | 
            A New York police officer stands on 54th Street outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    115 of 155

                                    
                                    A New York police officer stands on 54th Street outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            116 of 155 | 
            Members of the New York police crime scene unit pick up cups marking the spots where bullets lie as they investigate the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, walks through the basement of the Capitol, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Children kick a ball around during a power outage in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            A woman poses for a photo session along a beach in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Indian navy personnel display their skills during Naval Day celebrations in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            121 of 155 | 
            Rishikis from Japan's Sumo Kyokai, Daisuke Kitanowaka, right, and Akira Fukutsuumi pose for a photo call outside of London's Royal Albert Hall in London, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 where the UK's second ever official basho will take place in October of next year. (AP Photo/Thomas Krych)
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            Attendees light each other's candles during a candlelight vigil against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            President Joe Biden watches a traditional dance after arriving at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Pope Francis arrives for his weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Wednesday, Dec.4, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            Pigeons take flight as a man walks along the shore in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Police shoot tear gas towards demonstrators during a protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            President Joe Biden leaves the National Museum of Slavery, in the capital Luanda, Angola on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            A Kemp's ridley sea turtle receives fluids from a syringe at a New England Aquarium marine animal rehabilitation facility in Quincy, Mass., Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            129 of 155 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, is joined by his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, as they arrive to meet with Sen. Ted Budd, R-N.C., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            A demonstrator holds a rose while standing under running water from a fire pump used by police during a rally outside the parliament's building to protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            A Hullo Ferries passenger vessel passes under the Lions Gate Bridge as fog shrouds the downtown skyline and surrounding area, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            132 of 155 | 
            People watch a TV screen showing South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's televised briefing at a bus terminal in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            133 of 155 | 
            Soldiers line up for the arrival of the Emir of the State of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani in London, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)
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            Britain's Kate, Princess of Wales and Prince William sit in a carriage after welcoming the Emir of the State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani in London, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)
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            135 of 155 | 
            Tilda Swinton poses for photos before attending the Chanel Metiers d'art 2024/25 fashion show in Hangzhou, China on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            136 of 155 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters stand atop a seized Syrian army armoured vehicle in the outskirts of Hama, Syria, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            137 of 155 | 
            Residents ride on a self modified motorcycle through a road covered by flood water in Tumpat, outskirts of Kota Bahru, Malaysia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            A Spiderman balloon passes through a street during a Christmas festival in Santiago, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            A man removes a chair and a fan from his flooded house in Tumpat, Malaysia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            140 of 155 | 
            Demonstrators go down an escalator to hide from the police in a subway station during a rally against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union for four years in Tbilisi, Georgia, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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            141 of 155 | 
            A woman mourns outside the hospital after an airstrike killed several people including children, during an airstrike on a camp for internally displaced people in Maarat Misreen, north of Idlib, Syria, Monday Dec.2, 2024. According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a UK-based war monitor, Syrian and Russian warplanes launched 420 airstrikes on rebel-held areas including Idlib and Aleppo on Monday,(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            Part of 2500 panda sculptures are displayed at the Hong Kong International Airport during a welcome ceremony of the panda-themed exhibition "Panda Go!" in Hong Kong, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            143 of 155 | 
            The Great Elephant Migration art installation, which is traveling across the United States promoting human-wildlife coexistence, is displayed during Miami Art Week Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            Giant balloons line up on Hollywood Blvd. before start of the 92nd anniversary of the Hollywood Christmas Parade in the Hollywood section of Los Angeles on Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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            145 of 155 | 
            A Syrian army armoured vehicle sits abandoned on a highway in the outskirts of Khan Sheikhoun, southwest of Aleppo, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. Syrian opposition insurgency launched a campaign on Wednesday with a two-pronged attack on Aleppo and the countryside around Idlib.(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            The Beijing-gifted giant panda An An makes his debut appearance to media in Ocean Park during a preview event in Hong Kong, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Syrian opposition fighters seize abandoned Syrian army ammunition in in the town of Khan Assubul, Syria, southwest of Aleppo, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. Syrian opposition insurgency launched a campaign on Wednesday with a two-pronged attack on Aleppo and the countryside around Idlib.(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            148 of 155 | 
            Demonstrators use firecrackers against police during a rally against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union for four years, outside the parliament's building in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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            Florida State and Florida players scuffle at midfield after an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)
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            150 of 155 | 
            Participants wearing traditional Krampus costumes perform during a Krampus run in Hollabrunn, Austria, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Hasidic Jewish rabbis gather for the annual group portrait outside Chabad-Lubavitch Worldwide Headquarters in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Sunday, Dec. 1 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Manchester United's Joshua Zirkzee, right, challenged by Everton's Ashley Young scores during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Everton at the Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)
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            Competitors take part in the Mass Start Men race of the ISU World Cup Speed Skating Beijing 2024 held at the National Speed Skating Oval in Beijing, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Buffalo Bills fans sit between snow covered seats as they watch players warm up before an NFL football game between the Bills and the San Francisco 49ers in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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                                    Buffalo Bills fans sit between snow covered seats as they watch players warm up before an NFL football game between the Bills and the San Francisco 49ers in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            A 42-meter-high candle which is an illuminated medieval tower shines in the historic city centre of Schlitz, Germany, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    155 of 155

                                    
                                    A 42-meter-high candle which is an illuminated medieval tower shines in the historic city centre of Schlitz, Germany, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        This is a collection of photos chosen by AP photo editors.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/8e07ccf2c182440f34d87d3a37e897af



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Stock market today: Wall Street stalls as indexes drift near records

    Stock market today: Wall Street stalls as indexes drift near records

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            People pass the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District on Wednesday Dec.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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            President-elect Donald Trump, with Lynn Martin, President NYSE, center, Melania Trump, right and trader Peter Giacchi, left, walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            President-elect Donald Trump, with Lynn Martin, President NYSE, center, and Melania Trump, right, is greeted by trader Peter Giacchi, as he walks the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stock indexes are drifting Thursday following some potentially discouraging data on the economy. 
The S&P 500 slipped 0.2%, potentially on track for its third loss in the last four days. That would count as a stumble amid a big rally that's carried the index toward the close of one of its best years of the millennium.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 71 points, or 0.2%, as of 12:32 p.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite fell 0.3% from its record set the day before. 
A report earlier in the morning said more U.S. workers applied for unemployment benefits last week than expected. A separate update, meanwhile, showed that inflation at the wholesale level, before it reaches U.S. consumers, was hotter last month than economists expected.
Neither report points to imminent disaster, but they tug at one of the hopes that's driven the S&P 500 to 57 all-time highs so far this year: Inflation is slowing enough to convince the Federal Reserve to keep cutting interest rates, while the economy is remaining solid enough to stay out of a recession.

    


Of the two reports, the weaker update on the job market may be the bigger deal for the market, according to Chris Larkin, managing director, trading and investing, at E-Trade from Morgan Stanley. A surge in egg prices may have been behind the worse-than-expected inflation numbers.




"One week doesn't negate what has been a relatively steady stream of solid labor market data, but the Fed is primed to be sensitive to any signs of a softening jobs picture," he said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Traders see it as a near-certainty that the Fed will cut its main interest rate at its meeting next week. If they're correct, it would be a third straight cut by the Fed after it began lowering rates in September  from a two-decade high. It's hoping to support a slowing job market  after getting inflation nearly all the way down to its 2% target. 

    


Lower rates would give a boost to the economy and to prices for investments, but they could also provide more fuel for inflation.
A cut next week would have the Fed following other central banks, which eased rates on Thursday. The European Central Bank cut rates by a quarter of a percentage point, as many investors expected, and the Swiss National Bank cut its policy rate by a steeper half of a percentage point. 
Following its decision, Switzerland's central bank pointed to uncertainty about how U.S. President-elect Donald Trump's victory will affect economic policies, as well as about where politics in Europe is heading. 
Trump has talked up tariffs and other policies that could upend global trade. He rang the bell marking the start of trading at the New York Stock Exchange on Thursday to chants of "USA."
On Wall Street, Adobe fell 12.6% despite reporting stronger profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected. The company gave forecasts for profit and revenue in its upcoming fiscal year that fell a bit shy of analysts'. 
Warner Bros. Discovery soared 14.6% after unveiling a new corporate structure that separates its streaming business and film studios from its traditional television business. CEO David Zaslav said the move "enhances our flexibility with potential future strategic opportunities," raising speculation about a spinoff or sale.

    


Kroger rose 3.3% after saying it would get back to buying back its own stock now that its attempt to merge with Albertsons is off. Kroger's board approved a program to repurchase up to $7.5 billion of its stock, replacing an existing $1 billion authorization. 
In stock markets abroad, European indexes held relatively steady following the European Central Bank's cut to rates. 
Asian markets were stronger. Indexes rose 1.2% in Hong Kong and 0.8% in Shanghai as leaders met in Beijing to set economic plans and targets for the coming year. 
South Korea's Kospi rose 1.6% for its third straight gain of at least 1%, as it pulls back following last week's political turmoil where its president briefly declared martial law. 

In the bond market, the 10-year U.S. Treasury yield rose to 4.31% from 4.27% late Wednesday. The two-year Treasury yield, which more closely tracks expectations for the Fed, rose to 4.17% from 4.16%.
___
AP Business Writers Matt Ott and Elaine Kurtenbach contributed. 
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                                        GEORGETOWN, Ky. (AP) -- Toyota said Thursday it will build a new paint facility as part of a $922 million investment at its factory complex in Georgetown, Kentucky, making it the second big addition announced this year at the automaker's largest global manufacturing plant.
In February, the company said it would invest $1.3 billion at its Kentucky complex, in part so it can build an all-new three-row electric SUV to be sold in the U.S.
Neither project will add any new jobs at the facility, which now employs about 10,000 workers. However, the investments reinforce Toyota's commitment to long-term job stability, the company said.
The new paint facility, scheduled to open in 2027, will add 1 million square feet of capacity while decreasing carbon emissions by 30% and water usage by 1.5 million gallons per year, Toyota said.
It will enable the company to offer more diverse color options for its vehicles, the company said.

    


"Toyota's commitment to advanced paint technologies goes beyond aesthetics," said Kerry Creech, president of Toyota Kentucky. "It encompasses efficiency, sustainability and quality, leading the industry in environmentally responsible manufacturing."




The project also will increase flexibility for future vehicle production and advances Toyota's goal to achieve zero carbon emissions by 2050, the automaker said.

Toyota's investment in the Bluegrass State has surpassed $11 billion since breaking ground at the central Kentucky site in 1986. Georgetown is 16 miles (26 kilometers) north of Lexington, Kentucky.
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