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            President-elect Donald Trump abruptly rejected a bipartisan plan Wednesday to prevent a government shutdown, instead telling House Republicans to essentially renegotiate -- days before a deadline when federal funding runs out. (AP Video: Nathan Ellgren)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., center, joined from left by House Majority Leader Steve Scalise, R-La., and Majority Whip Tom Emmer, R-Minn., talks at a news conference after presenting his final version of an interim spending bill to his caucus, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump has now abruptly rejected the bipartisan plan to prevent a Christmastime government shutdown. Instead, he's telling House Speaker Mike Johnson and Republicans to essentially renegotiate -- days before a deadline when federal funding runs out. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            FILE--Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., left, with Majority Leader Steve Scalise, R-La., meets with reporters after presenting his final version of an interim pending bill to his caucus, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump has now abruptly rejected the bipartisan plan to prevent a Christmastime government shutdown. Instead, he's telling House Speaker Mike Johnson and Republicans to essentially renegotiate -- days before a deadline when federal funding runs out. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            FILE--Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., takes questions from reporters after presenting his final version of an interim pending bill to his caucus, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump has now abruptly rejected the bipartisan plan to prevent a Christmastime government shutdown. Instead, he's telling House Speaker Mike Johnson and Republicans to essentially renegotiate -- days before a deadline when federal funding runs out. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A government shutdown at risk, House Speaker Mike Johnson is fighting to figure out how to meet President-elect Donald Trump's sudden demands -- and keep his own job -- while federal offices are being told to prepare to shutter operations ahead of Friday's midnight deadline.
Trump said early Thursday that Johnson will "easily remain speaker" for the next Congress if he "acts decisively and tough" in coming up with a new plan to also increase the debt limit, a stunning request just before the Christmas holidays that has put the beleaguered speaker in a bind.
And if not, the president-elect warned of trouble ahead for Johnson and Republicans in Congress.
"Anybody that supports a bill that doesn't take care of the Democrat quicksand known as the debt ceiling should be primaried and disposed of as quickly as possible," Trump told Fox News Digital.

    


The tumultuous turn of events, coming days before Friday's midnight deadline to fund the government and as lawmakers were preparing to head home for the holidays, sparks a familiar reminder of what it's like in Trump-run Washington. Trump led Republicans into the longest government shutdown in history during the 2018 Christmas season, and interrupted the holidays in 2020 by tanking a bipartisan Covid-relief bill and forcing a do-over.




For Johnson, who faces his own problems ahead of a Jan. 3 House vote to remain speaker, Trump's demands kept him working long into the night to broker a new deal. Vice President-elect JD Vance joined the late-night meetings at the Capitol, bringing his young son in pajamas.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trump's allies even floated the far-fetched idea of giving billionaire Elon Musk the speaker's gavel, since the speaker is not required to be a member of the Congress.
"We had a productive meeting. We're going to continue to work through the night, in the morning to get, to get an agreement," said Majority Leader Steve Scalise, R-La., as he left the speaker's office late Wednesday.

    


But adding an increase in the debt ceiling to what had been a bipartisan package is a show-stopper for Republicans who routinely vote against more borrowing. The current debt limit expires on Jan. 1 2025 and threatens to bog down the start of the new administration with months of negotiations to raise it. Trump wants the problem off the table before he joins the White House. 
As senior Republicans broke from a Thursday morning meeting in the House speaker's office there was no resolution yet.
Rep. Tom Emmer, the third-ranking Republican in leadership, said the situation was "fluid."
Federal funding is scheduled to expire at midnight Friday, a current temporary government funding bill running out as Congress was preparing a new one to keep things running for a few months. 
The bipartisan compromise brokered between Johnson and the Democrats, whose support will be needed in the deeply split House and Senate to ensure passage, also tacked on much-anticipated disaster aid -- $100.4 billion for states hard hit by Hurricanes Helen and Milton and other natural calamities.

    


But the 1,500-page bill outraged conservatives for its spending and extras. Musk, in his new foray into politics, led the charge. The wealthiest man in the world used his social media platform X to amplify the unrest, and GOP lawmakers were besieged with phone calls to their offices telling them to oppose the plan. 
Trump announced his own displeasure late Wednesday, and told Johnson to start over -- with the new demand on the debt limit, something that generally takes months to negotiate and that his own party generally opposes. 
House Democrats emerged from a closed-door meeting Thursday angry about the collapse of bipartisan legislation, saying a deal is a deal and they were standing by the agreement they reached with Johnson and Republicans. 
Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries said Trump's new demands for a debt limit increase are "premature."
"This reckless Republican driven shutdown can be avoided," Jeffries said. Republicans should "simply do what is right for the American people and stick with the bipartisan agreement that they themselves negotiated."

    


While Democrats have floated their own ideas in the past for lifting, or even doing away with the debt limit caps that have created some of the toughest debates in Congress, they appear to be in no bargaining mood to save Johnson from Trump -- even before the president-elect is sworn into office.
"Here we are once again in chaos," said House Democratic Whip Katherine Clark, who detailed the harm a government shutdown would cause Americans. "And what for? Because Elon Musk, an unelected man, said, 'We're not doing this deal, and Donald Trump followed along.'"
The White House's Office of Management and Budget had provided initial communication to agencies about lapse planning last week, according to an official at the agency.


    


Late Wednesday, the Republicans floated a new idea for a scaled-back bill that would simply keep the government running and provide the disaster assistance to hurricane ravaged regions.
But almost as soon as it was being mentioned, Trump posted on social media he didn't like that plan either.
Scalise said he understands Trump "wants to start the presidency on a sound footing and we want him to as well."
But, Scalise said, "obviously we've got to get through this first and we're going to get it resolved, hopefully tomorrow." 
___
Associated Press writers Jill Colvin, Stephen Groves and Farnoush Amiri contributed to this story.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/government-shutdown-trump-musk-johnson-e4b5c93d12838d180740a35daecc118d
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            The man accused of killing UnitedHealthcare's CEO will return to New York to face murder charges. Luigi Mangione agreed on Thursday to be extradited at a court appearance in Pennsylvania where he was arrested last week after five days on the run.
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            Luigi Mangione, the man charged in the killing of United Healthcare's CEO, arrived at a Pennsylvania courthouse early Thursday for a hearing. He may soon be returned to New York
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            Luigi Nicholas Mangione leaves at Blair County Courthouse in Hollidaysburg, Pa., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, Pool)
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            Luigi Nicholas Mangione leaves at Blair County Courthouse in Hollidaysburg, Pa., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, Pool)
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            Luigi Nicholas Mangione arrives at Blair County Courthouse in Hollidaysburg, Pa., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, Pool)
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            This combo image release by Pennsylvania State Police shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, at a McDonald's in Altoona, Pa., Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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            Attorney Thomas M. Dickey, who represents Luigi Mangione, speaks to the media outside the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Suspect in UnitedHealthcare CEO killing faces new federal murder charges with his return to New York

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 11

                                    
                                    The man accused of killing UnitedHealthcare's CEO will return to New York to face murder charges. Luigi Mangione agreed on Thursday to be extradited at a court appearance in Pennsylvania where he was arrested last week after five days on the run.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 11

                                    
                                    Luigi Mangione, the man charged in the killing of United Healthcare's CEO, arrived at a Pennsylvania courthouse early Thursday for a hearing. He may soon be returned to New York


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 11 | 
            Luigi Nicholas Mangione leaves at Blair County Courthouse in Hollidaysburg, Pa., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 11

                                    
                                    Luigi Nicholas Mangione leaves at Blair County Courthouse in Hollidaysburg, Pa., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, Pool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 11 | 
            Luigi Nicholas Mangione leaves at Blair County Courthouse in Hollidaysburg, Pa., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 11

                                    
                                    Luigi Nicholas Mangione leaves at Blair County Courthouse in Hollidaysburg, Pa., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, Pool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 11 | 
            Luigi Nicholas Mangione leaves at Blair County Courthouse in Hollidaysburg, Pa., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, Pool)
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            Luigi Nicholas Mangione arrives at Blair County Courthouse in Hollidaysburg, Pa., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, Pool)
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            This combo image release by Pennsylvania State Police shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, at a McDonald's in Altoona, Pa., Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (Pennsylvania State Police via AP)
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            Attorney Thomas M. Dickey, who represents Luigi Mangione, speaks to the media outside the Blair County Courthouse on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Benjamin B. Braun/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The suspect in the killing of UnitedHealthcare's CEO was whisked back to New York by helicopter Thursday to face new federal charges of murder and stalking, escalating the case after his earlier indictment on state charges. 
Luigi Mangione agreed to go back to New York after a morning court appearance in Pennsylvania where he was arrested last week after five days on the run. He was expected in a Manhattan federal court in the afternoon.
After his Pennsylvania court appearance, he was immediately turned over to at least a dozen New York Police Department officers who were in the courtroom and quickly led him to a plane bound for Long Island. He then was taken away by helicopter to Manhattan.
The federal complaint unsealed Thursday charges him with two counts of stalking and one count each of murder through use of a firearm and a firearms offense. A courtroom had been set aside in a Manhattan federal courthouse for Mangione's hearing.

    


Blair County District Attorney Pete Weeks said Thursday that he wanted to turn Mangione over to New York authorities as soon as possible. 
"He is now in their custody. He will go forth with New York to await trial or prosecution for his homicide and related charges in New York," Weeks said.




The 26-year-old Ivy League graduate is accused of ambushing and shooting Brian Thompson on Dec. 4 outside a Manhattan hotel where the head of the United States' largest medical insurance company was walking to an investor conference. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Authorities have said Mangione was carrying the gun used to kill Thompson, a passport, fake IDs and about $10,000 when he was arrested while eating breakfast on Dec. 9 at a McDonald's in Altoona, Pennsylvania. 
Mangione, who initially fought attempts to extradite him, made two brief court appearances Thursday, first waiving a preliminary hearing on forgery and firearms charges before agreeing to be sent back to New York.

    


The state charges there against him include murder as an act of terrorism. He could face life in prison without parole if he's convicted.
Investigators believe Mangione was motivated by anger toward the U.S. health care system and corporate greed. But he was never a UnitedHealthcare client, according to the insurer. 
According to the federal complaint unsealed Thursday, a notebook Mangione was carrying when he was arrested included several handwritten pages expressing hostility toward the health insurance industry and wealthy executives in particular.
An August entry said that "the target is insurance" because "it checks every box," according to the filing. An entry in October "describes an intent to 'wack' the CEO of one of the insurance companies at its investor conference," the document said.
The killing ignited an outpouring of stories about resentment toward U.S. health insurance companies while also shaking corporate America after some social media users called the shooting payback.
Video showed a masked gunman shooting Thompson, 50, from behind and then firing several more shots. The suspect eluded police despite authorities widely circulating photos of his unmasked face until Mangione was captured in Altoona, about 277 miles (446 kilometers) west of New York.

    


Mangione, a computer science graduate from a prominent Maryland family, was carrying a handwritten letter that called health insurance companies "parasitic" and complained about corporate greed, according to a law enforcement bulletin obtained by The Associated Press last week.
One of his lawyers has cautioned the public against prejudging the case.
Mangione repeatedly posted on social media about how spinal surgery last year had eased his chronic back pain, encouraging people with similar conditions to speak up for themselves if told they just had to live with it. 
In a Reddit post in late April, he advised someone with a back problem to seek additional opinions from surgeons and, if necessary, say the pain made it impossible to work.
"We live in a capitalist society," Mangione wrote. "I've found that the medical industry responds to these key words far more urgently than you describing unbearable pain and how it's impacting your quality of life."

    


He apparently cut himself off from his family and close friends in recent months. His family reported him missing in San Francisco in November. His relatives have said in a statement that they were "shocked and devastated" by his arrest.
Thompson, who grew up on a farm in Iowa, was trained as an accountant. A married father of two high-schoolers, he had worked at the giant UnitedHealth Group for 20 years and became CEO of its insurance arm in 2021.
___

Sisak and Neumeister reported from New York. Associated Press writers Mike Rubinkam in Allentown, Pennsylvania; and John Seewer in Toledo, Ohio; contributed.
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            FILE - Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis speaks during a news conference, Aug. 14, 2023, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)
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            President-elect Donald Trump speaks during a news conference at Mar-a-Lago, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- A state appeals court on Thursday removed Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis from the Georgia election interference case against Donald Trump and others but did not dismiss the indictment, leaving the future of the prosecution uncertain.
Citing an "appearance of impropriety" by Willis that might not typically warrant such a removal, the court said in a 2-1 ruling that "this is the rare case in which disqualification is mandated and no other remedy will suffice to restore public confidence in the integrity of these proceedings."
The case against Trump and more than a dozen others had already been largely stalled for months while the Georgia Court of Appeals considered the pretrial appeal. 
The 2-1 ruling by an appeals court panel means it will be up to the Prosecuting Attorneys' Council of Georgia to find another prosecutor to take over the case, though that could be delayed if Willis decides to appeal to the state Supreme Court and that court agrees to take the case. A trial judge in March had allowed Willis to stay on the case.

    


It's the latest legal victory for Trump as he prepares for a return to power in a second term, further underscoring how criminal cases that just one year ago threatened to impede Trump's political career and put him in personal jeopardy have now tilted in his favor. 




And he cheered the state court's decision, telling Fox News Digital that the case "should not be allowed to go any further." The president-elect added: "Everybody should receive an apology, including those wonderful patriots who have been caught up in this for years."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Steve Sadow, Trump's lead attorney in Georgia, said the ruling was "well-reasoned and just." He said the appeals court "highlighted that Willis' misconduct created an 'odor of mendacity' and an appearance of impropriety that could only be cured by the disqualification of her and her entire office."

    


"This decision puts an end to a politically motivated persecution of the next President of the United States," Sadow wrote in an emailed statement.
The development comes weeks after Justice Department special counsel Jack Smith abandoned two federal prosecutions against the incoming president, and as sentencing in a separate hush money case in New York is indefinitely on hold as a result of Trump's victory in November over Democratic President Joe Biden.
Even so, the practical consequences for Trump may be minimal given the virtual impossibility of trying to proceed with a criminal case against a sitting president, no matter the supervisor of the prosecution. But there are 14 other defendants who still face charges.
Representatives for Willis did not immediately respond to text messages seeking comment on the ruling.
If Willis doesn't appeal to the state Supreme Court, or if that court upholds Wednesday's decision or declines to take the case, it will be up to the prosecuting attorneys' council to find another prosecutor to take over. That could be difficult given the extensive resources needed to prosecute the sprawling and complex case. The prosecutor who would take charge could continue on the track that Willis has taken, decide to pursue only some charges or dismiss the case altogether.

    


The appeals court majority opinion, written by Judge Trenton Brown and joined by Judge Todd Markle, said "the remedy crafted by the trial court to prevent an ongoing appearance of impropriety did nothing to address the appearance of impropriety that existed at times when DA Willis was exercising her broad pretrial discretion about who to prosecute and what charges to bring."
In a dissenting opinion, Judge Benjamin Land wrote that "the law does not support the result reached by the majority." Trial court judges, he said, have broad discretion to to impose a remedy to fit a situation and the appeals court should respect that.
"We are here to ensure the law has been applied correctly and to correct harmful legal errors when we see them. It is not our job to second-guess trial judges or to substitute our judgment for theirs," he wrote.

    


"Where, as here, a prosecutor has no actual conflict of interest and the trial court, based on the evidence presented to it, rejects the allegations of actual impropriety, we have no authority to reverse the trial court's denial of a motion to disqualify," he said, arguing that the majority opinion goes against decades of precedent in Georgia.
A grand jury in Atlanta indicted Trump and 18 others in August 2023, using the state's anti-racketeering law to accuse them of participating in a wide-ranging scheme to illegally try to overturn Trump's narrow 2020 presidential election loss in Georgia. Four of them have since pleaded guilty after reaching deals with prosecutors. Trump and the others have pleaded not guilty.
Trump and some of the remaining defendants tried to get Willis and her office removed from the case and to have the case dismissed. They argued that her romantic relationship with special prosecutor Nathan Wade created a conflict of interest and that she made improper public statements about the case. 

    


Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee, the trial court judge, ruled in March that no conflict of interest existed that should force Willis off the case. Trump and the others appealed that ruling. 
McAfee wrote that the prosecution was "encumbered by an appearance of impropriety." He said Willis could remain on the case only if Wade left; the special prosecutor submitted his resignation hours later.
The allegations that Willis had improperly benefited from her romance with Wade resulted in a tumultuous couple of months in the case as intimate details of Willis and Wade's personal lives were aired in court in mid-February. Trump and others also argued that public comments Willis made in the wake of the revelation of the relationship improperly disparaged the defendants and their lawyers.
The allegations against Willis first surfaced in a motion filed in early January by Ashleigh Merchant, a lawyer for former Trump campaign staffer and onetime White House aide Michael Roman. The motion alleged that Willis and Wade were involved in an inappropriate romantic relationship and that Willis paid Wade large sums for his work and then benefited when he paid for lavish vacations.
Merchant, in a statement Thursday, said that "we regret that Ms. WIllis did not do the right thing and voluntarily recuse herself when Mr. Roman raised the issue because failing to do so put Judge McAfee in an untenable position."
Willis and Wade acknowledged the relationship but said they didn't begin dating until the spring of 2022. Wade was hired in November 2021, and their romance ended in the summer of 2023, they said. They also testified that they split travel and other costs roughly evenly, with Willis often paying expenses or reimbursing Wade in cash.

Speaking at a historically Black church in Atlanta soon after the relationship was revealed, Willis defended Wade's qualifications and her own leadership of her office. Defense lawyers said that speech included a series of improper and prejudicial comments against the defendants and their legal team, poisoning any potential jurors against them.
____
Associated Press writers Eric Tucker in Washington and Jill Colvin in New York contributed to this report.
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            After 51 men were all found guilty in the drugging and rape trial in France that turned Gisele Pelicot into a feminist hero, she said on Friday that the ordeal was "very difficult" and expressed support for other victims of sexual violence. (AP video by Marine Lesprit, produced by Alex Turnbull)
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            Avignon arrivals ahead of verdicts in the historic Gisele Pelicot rape trial
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            French judges plan to deliver hugely anticipated verdicts this week in a historic drugging-and-rape trial that has turned the victim, Gisele Pelicot, into a feminist hero. Everything about the trial in the southern French city of Avignon has been exceptional, most of all Pelicot herself. (AP video shot by Marine Lesprit)
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            Gisele Pelicot speaks to the press as she leaves the courtroom, in the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Gisele Pelicot speaks to the press as she leaves the courtroom, in the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            This courtroom sketch by Valentin Pasquier shows Gisele Pelicot, left, and her ex-husband Dominique Pelicot, right, during his trial at the courthouse in Avignon, southern France, on Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Valentin Pasquier, File)
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            Police officers stand guard inside the courthouse of Avignon during the trial of four dozen men charged with aggravated rape and sexual assault on Gisele Pelicot, in Avignon, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Members of the feminist collective "Les Amazones Avignon" post a message of support for Gisele Pelicot reading "In France in 2024, 94 percent of the rapist are acquitted" near the courthouse where the Mazan rape trial is taking place, in Avignon, France, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            A man with a placard reading "Christmas in prison, Easter in the slammer" walks past the media as they wait outside the courthouse of Avignon during the trial of Dominique Pelicot, in Avignon, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 19 | 
            Media wait outside the courthouse of Avignon during the trial of four dozen men charged with aggravated rape and sexual assault on Gisele Pelicot, in Avignon, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Gisele Pelicot, who was allegedly drugged by her now former husband so that he and others could assault her, arrives at the court house in Avignon, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Gisele Pelicot, who was allegedly drugged by her now former husband so that he and others could assault her, arrives at the court house in Avignon, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 19 | 
            Media wait outside the courthouse of Avignon during the trial of Dominique Pelicot, in Avignon, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            A defendant arrives in the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Gisele Pelicot speaks to the press as she leaves the courtroom, in the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Gisele Pelicot speaks to the press as she leaves the courtroom, in the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            A woman holds a placard reading "All the women in the world support you. Thank you Gisele" outside the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            A woman holds a placard reading "51 shades of shame" outside the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Gisele Pelicot leaves the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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        Gisele Pelicot thanks backers after her ex-husband and his co-defendants are convicted in rape trial
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                                    After 51 men were all found guilty in the drugging and rape trial in France that turned Gisele Pelicot into a feminist hero, she said on Friday that the ordeal was "very difficult" and expressed support for other victims of sexual violence. (AP video by Marine Lesprit, produced by Alex Turnbull)
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                                    Avignon arrivals ahead of verdicts in the historic Gisele Pelicot rape trial
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                                    French judges plan to deliver hugely anticipated verdicts this week in a historic drugging-and-rape trial that has turned the victim, Gisele Pelicot, into a feminist hero. Everything about the trial in the southern French city of Avignon has been exceptional, most of all Pelicot herself. (AP video shot by Marine Lesprit)
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            Gisele Pelicot speaks to the press as she leaves the courtroom, in the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Gisele Pelicot speaks to the press as she leaves the courtroom, in the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 19 | 
            This courtroom sketch by Valentin Pasquier shows Gisele Pelicot, left, and her ex-husband Dominique Pelicot, right, during his trial at the courthouse in Avignon, southern France, on Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Valentin Pasquier, File)
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            Police officers stand guard inside the courthouse of Avignon during the trial of four dozen men charged with aggravated rape and sexual assault on Gisele Pelicot, in Avignon, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Members of the feminist collective "Les Amazones Avignon" post a message of support for Gisele Pelicot reading "In France in 2024, 94 percent of the rapist are acquitted" near the courthouse where the Mazan rape trial is taking place, in Avignon, France, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            A man with a placard reading "Christmas in prison, Easter in the slammer" walks past the media as they wait outside the courthouse of Avignon during the trial of Dominique Pelicot, in Avignon, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Media wait outside the courthouse of Avignon during the trial of four dozen men charged with aggravated rape and sexual assault on Gisele Pelicot, in Avignon, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Gisele Pelicot, who was allegedly drugged by her now former husband so that he and others could assault her, arrives at the court house in Avignon, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Gisele Pelicot, who was allegedly drugged by her now former husband so that he and others could assault her, arrives at the court house in Avignon, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Media wait outside the courthouse of Avignon during the trial of Dominique Pelicot, in Avignon, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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                                    Media wait outside the courthouse of Avignon during the trial of Dominique Pelicot, in Avignon, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            A defendant arrives in the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Gisele Pelicot speaks to the press as she leaves the courtroom, in the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Gisele Pelicot speaks to the press as she leaves the courtroom, in the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            A woman holds a placard reading "All the women in the world support you. Thank you Gisele" outside the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            A woman holds a placard reading "51 shades of shame" outside the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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            Gisele Pelicot leaves the Avignon courthouse, southern France, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)
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                                        AVIGNON, France (AP) -- Gisele Pelicot spoke of her "very difficult ordeal" after 51 men were convicted Thursday in the drugging-and-rape trial that riveted France and turned her into an icon, expressing support for other victims whose cases don't get such attention and "whose stories remain untold."
"I want you to know that we share the same fight," she said in her first words after the court in the southern French city of Avignon handed down prison sentences ranging from three to 20 years in the shocking case that spurred a national reckoning about the blight of rape culture.
Pelicot's ex-husband, Dominique Pelicot, and all but one of his co-defendants were convicted of sexually assaulting her over a period of nearly a decade after he'd knocked her unconscious by lacing her food and drink with drugs. The other co-defendant was convicted of drugging and raping his own wife with Dominique Pelicot's help.

    


As campaigners against sexual violence protested outside the courthouse, the 72-year-old Gisele Pelicot expressed "my profound gratitude towards the people who supported me." 
"Your messages moved me deeply, and they gave me the strength to come back, every day, and survive through these long daily hearings," she said. "This trial was a very difficult ordeal." 




Pelicot -- a hero to many in France and beyond for courageously demanding that all the evidence be heard in open court -- also said she was thinking of her grandchildren after enduring the more than three-month trial, where she sat in the same courtroom as her attackers.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's also for them that I led this fight," she said of her grandkids. "I wanted all of society to be a witness to the debates that took place here. I never regretted making this decision. I have trust in our capacity to collectively project ourselves toward a future where all, women and men, can live in harmony, with respect and mutual understanding. Thank you."

    


Maximum penalty for her ex-husband
The court found Dominique Pelicot guilty on all charges and sentenced him to 20 years in prison, which was the maximum possible. At age 72, he could spend the rest of his life behind bars. He won't be eligible to request early release until he's served at least two-thirds of the sentence.
Dominique Pelicot and the other defendants stood up, one after the other, as chief judge Roger Arata read out the verdicts and sentences, which took more than an hour.
Gisele Pelicot sometimes nodded her head as verdicts were announced. 
Dominique Pelicot's lawyer, Beatrice Zavarro, said she would consider an appeal, but she also expressed hope that Gisele Pelicot would find solace in the rulings.
"I wanted Mrs. Pelicot to be able to emerge from these hearings in peace, and I think that the verdicts will contribute to this relief for Mrs. Pelicot," she said.

    


Supporters decry some sentences as too low 
Of the 50 accused of rape, just one was acquitted but was instead convicted of aggravated sexual assault. Another man was also found guilty of the sexual assault charge he was tried for -- producing 51 guilty verdicts in all.
In a side room where defendants' family members watched the proceedings on television screens, some burst into tears and gasped as sentences were revealed.
Protesters outside the courthouse followed the developments on their phones. Some read out the verdicts and applauded as they were announced inside. But disquiet grew as many of the sentences were lower than campaigners had hoped for, and cries of "shame on the justice system!" rose up from the crowd.
In addition to the 20 years they sought for Dominique Pelicot, prosecutors asked for sentences of 10 to 18 years for the others charged with rape. But the court was more lenient, with many defendants getting less than a decade in prison. The five judges voted by secret ballot, by majority for the convictions and sentences.
For the defendants other than Dominique Pelicot, sentences ranged from three to 15 years imprisonment, with some of the time suspended for some of them. Arata told six defendants they were now free, accounting for time already spent in pretrial detention. 

    


Sophie Burtin, 53, who traveled from Lyon to show support for Gisele Pelicot, said the trial "brought the subject of rape out into open" but expressed disappointment that "the sentences aren't at all exemplary."
"Some men will think, 'OK, it's alright, what they did wasn't really a rape,'" she said. "The message that's sent is, 'Is it really serious?' -- with sentences that are so light. For me, It was meant to be a historic trial, but the feeling I have is that history hasn't been made."

    


Who is Gisele Pelicot? 
Gisele Pelicot's courage during the bruising trial and her appalling ordeal, inflicted on the retired power company worker in what she had thought was a loving marriage, galvanized campaigners and spurred calls for tougher measures to stamp out rape culture.
She waived her right to anonymity as a survivor of sexual abuse and successfully pushed for the hearings and shocking evidence -- including her ex-husband's homemade videos of the rapes -- to be heard in open court, insisting that shame should fall on her abusers, not her. 
The hearings fueled conversations on a national level in France and among families, couples and friends about how to better protect women and the role that men can play.
"Men are starting to talk to women -- their girlfriends, mothers and friends -- in ways they hadn't before," said Fanny Foures, 48, who joined other women in gluing messages of support for Gisele Pelicot on walls around Avignon before the verdict.
"It was awkward at first, but now real dialogues are happening," she said.
"Some women are realizing, maybe for the first time, that their ex-husbands violated them, or that someone close to them committed abuse," Foures added. "And men are starting to reckon with their own behavior or complicity -- things they've ignored or failed to act on. It's heavy, but it's creating change."
A banner that campaigners hung on a city wall opposite the courthouse read, "MERCI GISELE" -- thank you Gisele.
Ex-husband's sordid images 
The defendants -- strangers Dominique Pelicot recruited online -- were all accused of having taken part in his sordid rape and abuse fantasies that he acted out with them and filmed in the couple's retirement home in the small Provence town of Mazan and elsewhere. 
He first came to the attention of police in September 2020 when a supermarket security guard caught him surreptitiously filming up women's skirts.
Police subsequently found his library of images documenting years of abuse -- more than 20,000 photos and videos in all, stored on computer drives and catalogued in folders marked "abuse," "her rapists," "night alone" and other titles.
The abundant evidence led police to the other defendants. In the videos, investigators counted 72 different abusers, but weren't able to identify them all.
Although some of the accused -- including Dominique Pelicot -- acknowledged that they were guilty of rape, many didn't.

Some argued that Dominique Pelicot's consent covered his wife, too. Some insisted that they hadn't intended to rape anyone when they responded to the husband's invitations to come to their home. Some laid blame at his door, saying he misled them into thinking they were taking part in consensual kink.
___
Associated Press journalist Alex Turnbull in Paris and Nicolas Vaux-Montagny in Lyon, France, contributed. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/france-gisele-pelicot-rape-trial-verdicts-2b25791099f785fabb3c46123d30d9f9
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures while speaking during his annual news conference and call-in show at Gostinny Dvor in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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            Men hold a replica of the banner of the 155th Marine Brigade of the Pacific Fleet, participating in a special military operation in Ukraine during Russian President Vladimir Putin's annual news conference and call-in show at Gostinny Dvor in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during his annual news conference and call-in show at Gostinny Dvor in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin prepares to his annual news conference and call-in show at Gostinny Dvor in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during his annual news conference and call-in show at Gostinny Dvor in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during his annual news conference and call-in show at Gostinny Dvor in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during his annual news conference and call-in show at Gostinny Dvor in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 12

                                    
                                    An electronic billboard on a building shows Russian President Vladimir Putin giving his annual news conference and call-in show in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitry Serebryakov)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 12 | 
            Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during his annual news conference and call-in show at Gostinny Dvor in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, as men hold a replica of the banner of the 155th Marine Brigade of the Pacific Fleet, participating in a special military operation in Ukraine in the background. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 12

                                    
                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during his annual news conference and call-in show at Gostinny Dvor in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, as men hold a replica of the banner of the 155th Marine Brigade of the Pacific Fleet, participating in a special military operation in Ukraine in the background. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 12 | 
            Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during his annual news conference and call-in show at Gostinny Dvor in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 12

                                    
                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during his annual news conference and call-in show at Gostinny Dvor in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- President Vladimir Putin boasted that his military operation in Ukraine has strengthened Russia and denied that the ouster of key ally Bashar Assad in Syria had hurt Moscow's prestige, as he took questions at his annual news conference and call-in show Thursday.
He used the tightly choreographed event, which lasted about 4 1/2 hours, to reinforce his authority and demonstrate a sweeping command of everything from consumer prices to military hardware.
Sending troops into Ukraine in 2022 has boosted Russia's military and economic power, Putin said, adding that if he could do it over, "such a decision should have been made earlier" and Russia could have "prepared for it in advance and more thoroughly."
"Russia has become much stronger over the past two or three years because it has become a truly sovereign country," he said. "We are standing firm in terms of economy, we are strengthening our defense potential and our military capability now is the strongest in the world." 

    


Putin, who has held power for nearly a quarter-century and began another six-year term earlier this year, said the military was "advancing toward achieving our goals" in what he calls the special military operation in Ukraine.




In response to a question about a new hypersonic ballistic missile that Russia used for the first time last month to strike Ukraine, Putin scoffed at claims by some Western experts that it could be intercepted by NATO's air defenses.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He mockingly challenged Ukraine's allies to a "high-tech duel," suggesting that Moscow could give advance notice of a strike on Kyiv with the Oreshnik missile and see if the West could protect the city.
"Let them select a target, possibly in Kyiv, put their air defense assets there and we shall strike it with the Oreshnik," he said with a dry smile. "Let's see what happens."
Speaking on a visit to Brussels, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy responded to Putin's comment by asking, "Do you think it's a sane person?"
Putin calls general's killing a security 'blunder'

    


Russia is making steady, if slow, advances in Ukraine, but has also suffered embarrassing setbacks. On Tuesday, Lt. Gen Igor Kirillov was killed by a bomb planted outside his apartment building in Moscow -- a brazen assassination claimed by Ukraine that brought the conflict once again to the streets of the Russian capital.
Putin described Kirillov's killing as a "major blunder" by Russia's security agencies, noting they should learn from it and improve their efficiency.
Moscow's troops are also battling Ukrainian forces in the Russian region of Kursk, where they have launched an incursion. Asked when they would drive the Ukrainians out, Putin said "we will certainly kick them out" but wouldn't say how long it would take.
In a flourish typical of the marathon news conferences, he asked members of the audience to unfurl a banner presented to him by marines fighting in Kursk as he spoke about Ukraine.

    


Open to talks on Ukraine but reiterates Russia's demands
Putin said he was open to possible talks with U.S. President-elect Donald Trump, who has pledged to negotiate a deal to end the conflict in Ukraine. 
"If we meet with Mr. Trump, we will have things to discuss," he said, without elaborating.
Putin said Russia also is open for compromise in potential peace talks on Ukraine.
"Politics is the art of compromise," he said. "We have always said that we are ready for both talks and compromises." At the same time, Putin added that the talks should be based on "the situation on the ground" referring to some of the conditions he previously laid out.
Putin has previously demanded that Ukraine renounce its bid to join NATO and recognize Russia's gains. Kyiv and the West have rejected those demands.

    


Putin says he'll ask Assad about missing American Tice
In his first comments on Assad's downfall, Putin said that he hadn't yet met the former Syrian ruler, whom he has given asylum in Moscow, but plans to. He said he will ask him about Austin Tice, an American journalist who vanished in Syria 12 years ago.
"We also can pose the question to people who control the situation on the ground in Syria," Putin said, responding to a question from NBC's Keir Simmons, who cited a letter he said Tice's mother wrote to the Russian leader seeking assistance.
Moscow has sought to establish contacts with the rebels who ousted Assad to secure its diplomatic and military personnel and try to extend the lease on its air and naval bases in Syria.
"If we stay there, we will need to do something in the interests of the host country," he said, adding that Moscow offered to use its Hemeimeen air base and naval base in Tartus for humanitarian aid deliveries. "What those interests could be, what could we do for them is an issue to be thoroughly examined by both parties."
But it's unclear how much influence Russia will have in Syria. Assad's fall has dealt it a painful blow after Russia fought for nine years to prop him up in the country's civil war.

    


Still, Putin denied the events had weakened Moscow, arguing it achieved its goal of destroying "terrorist" groups in Syria via an air campaign launched in support of Assad in 2015. He claimed that rebel groups fighting Assad have changed and the West is ready to establish ties with them.
"That means that our goals have been achieved," Putin said.
He described Israel as the "main beneficiary" of Assad's downfall, noting the deployment of Israeli troops in southern Syria and voicing hope for their eventual withdrawal.
He noted the Syrian army offered little resistance to the opposition offensive and said Russia flew 4,000 Iranian troops from Hemeimeem air base to Tehran.
Putin declines to criticize Biden over pardoning his son
Asked about President Joe Biden's decision to pardon his son, Hunter, to spare him a possible prison sentence for felony gun and tax convictions, Putin said he wouldn't criticize the U.S. leader.
"As for Biden, he's a politician, and it's always important which side prevails: political or human," he said. "It turned out that there was more human in Biden. I wouldn't condemn him for this."
Putin said Russia shouldn't rush to bury the body of Soviet Union founder Vladmir Lenin, which has been displayed in a mausoleum on Red Square for nearly a century, to avoid splitting society.
Like in previous years, the live show was dominated by domestic issues, with journalists and ordinary citizens asking about soaring consumer prices and mortgages, paltry pensions and a shortage of doctors. Russian state media reported that the public submitted over 2 million questions in advance.
Putin opened the session by saying the economy is on track to grow by nearly 4% this year. He acknowledged that consumer prices are high, with inflation at 9.3%, but insisted the situation remains "stable."

The show was as much spectacle as news conference as journalists in the hall near the Kremlin waved colorful signs and placards to attract Putin's attention, many of them acting as proponents of local issues.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-putin-press-conference-ukraine-trump-9eab438ab3eb8f9149a6dc5b67d20d86
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            Advocacy groups in California are hosting know-your-rights training to teach immigrants how to protect themselves and their families following Donald's Trump's promises of mass deportations. (AP video: Eugene Garcia)
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            Winston Leiva, community education programs manager at the Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights, is reflected in the glass of a photo as he gives a bilingual workshop for immigrants who want to stay in the United States, in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Elizabeth Rodriguez, digital content creator at the Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights, sets up a banner for a bilingual workshop for immigrants who want to stay in the United States in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Winston Leiva rattles off a long list of things immigrants should do to protect themselves against President-elect Donald Trump's promise to conduct mass deportations when he returns to the White House.
Make a plan for someone to care for your children if you are arrested. Don't open the door unless authorities slip a signed judicial warrant under it. And above all, exercise your right to remain silent.
"We already know this administration," Leiva told participants of a bilingual workshop in Los Angeles for immigrants who want to stay in the United States. "The truth is we don't know to what extent it will affect us."
The Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights meeting, in a conference room decorated with a colorful mural of civil rights icons and a large American flag, is one of many taking place nationwide as immigrant advocates steel themselves for Trump's second term. It's deja vu for those who sprung to action during Trump's first four years, when he changed the nation's immigration system arguably more than any other U.S. president.

    


Advocacy groups from Utah to Massachusetts have hosted know-your-rights trainings to teach immigrants how to protect themselves, their friends and families from Trump's promise to start deportations on his first day back in office. The efforts are underway in immigrant-friendly states including California and Illinois -- which both enacted protections for immigrants in response to Trump's focus on enforcement during his first administration -- and those with more stringent laws affecting immigrants such as Florida.




Connecticut Students for a Dream, an advocacy group for undocumented youth, recently held a session in the city of Danbury, which is home to immigrants from Ecuador, the Dominican Republic and elsewhere. Organizers advised that you don't have to speak with immigration agents if they knock on your door, and warned in a Facebook post: "If you choose to speak, remember not to lie." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Advocates are also urging those who are eligible to complete applications for U.S. citizenship or other immigration benefits before next year, aiming to avoid potentially lengthy wait times under an incoming administration that seems focused on immigration enforcement rather than integration.

    


The Florida Immigrant Coalition is offering free clinics to help thousands of immigrants who may have a pathway to a legal status and can't afford a lawyer. Inside an already busy immigration court in Chicago, National Immigrant Justice Center attorneys who help run a legal help desk said they are trying to resolve as many cases as possible before Trump takes office.
"It feels a little different because we have a clear expectation of what is coming," said Lisa Koop, the Center's national director of legal services. "It is demoralizing that the electorate lived through what happened last time and decided to go back to it."
The Trump campaign has said the president-elect will start the largest deportation program in U.S. history during his second administration, but questions remain about how he will find and detain people. 

    


Fear is widespread in immigrant communities. Advocates say they're fielding calls from immigrants with and without legal status and even from naturalized U.S. citizens worried about how the administration could affect them and their families -- especially the American-born children of parents who wind up deported. Advocates are urging families to draft legal papers in case this happens.
"We know that separation is an issue, and we want to make sure that families are prepared for who takes care of their children, who takes care of their property," said Renata Bozzetto, deputy director at the Florida Immigrant Coalition.
In New Haven, Connecticut, immigrant advocates have been holding sessions in high schools.
"That's because they've reached out to us to request it," said Rachel Doft, director of legal services for Integrated Refugee & Immigrant Services. "A lot of kids have questions, and especially kids in mixed-status families. They're really afraid of (Trump's deportation plan) and want to understand their rights."

    


In Chicago, immigration attorney Fiona McEntee said advocates learned a lot during Trump's prior administration, including better ways to organize. She was among hundreds of lawyers who provided free legal services to immigrants at O'Hare International Airport in January 2017, after Trump temporarily banned refugees and citizens from seven Muslim-majority countries from entering the U.S.
"As much as we didn't want to be here again, we're more experienced," McEntee said. "We are different immigration lawyers than we were eight years ago."
In Los Angeles, Julie Gomez, 50, sat and listened attentively to the Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights workshop, filming key snippets on her cellphone. She came with an Armenian community member who needs help, and Gomez wants to learn and prepare so she can spread the word to others in her Guatemalan community. While she said she doesn't have reason to worry about Trump's immigration proposals, she knows many people who do.

    


"They're obviously worried because they could be deported and what would happen to their children?" Gomez said. "Confused, and worried."

Leiva, who manages community education programs at CHIRLA, spent more than an hour spelling out what immigrants should and shouldn't do if contacted by federal authorities. He said they should put all their important documents in one place and save money in case they need a lawyer. And if they are detained by authorities, Leiva said they should provide their name and birthdate -- but nothing more -- so relatives can look them up in an immigration detention database.
"Do not make their job easy," Leiva told the group. "They have a job. You have a right."
___
Tareen reported from Chicago. Associated Press writers Gisela Salomon in Miami and Susan Haigh in Hartford, Connecticut, contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/california-immigration-mass-deportation-trump-preparation-ea141413457a04803ce147ecaa11191f
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France's Macron visits cyclone-devastated Mayotte as residents plead for water, food and other aid
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            Survivors of a cyclone that tore through the French island territory of Mayotte said Thursday that they expected the storm's death toll to rise. (AP Video by Sam Mednick)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron on Thursday surveyed the devastation that a cyclone wrought across the Indian Ocean archipelago of Mayotte as thousands of people tried to cope without the bare essentials and amid fears of a surging death toll. Outside a hospital, Macron was confronted by a local resident who asked for more help for the victims of the cyclone.
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            French authorities said at least 31 people have died and more than 1,500 people were injured, more than 200 critically after Cyclone Chido roared across the the Indian Ocean archipelago of Mayotte on Saturday. But it's feared hundreds or even thousands of people may have died.
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            A young girl walks in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            5 of 23 | 
            A woman carrying her belongings walks past debris after Cyclone Chido in the Kaweni slum Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            Damage is seen in the Kaweni slum Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            A child sleeps at the Lycee des Lumieres where he found refuge, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024 in Mamoudzou, Mayotte, (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            Women rest on a footbridge over a stream filled with debris in the Kaweni slum in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            A young girl walks in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            10 of 23 | 
            People interact by an outdoor chess board, after finding refuge at the Lycee des Lumieres after losing their homes, in Mamoudzou, Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            11 of 23 | 
            A boy stands amidst debris in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            12 of 23 | 
            A boy sits in his destroyed home in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            13 of 23 | 
            A man stands on his roof in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            14 of 23 | 
            Women wash clothes in a stream in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            15 of 23 | 
            People queue for gas in Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            16 of 23 | 
            Debris litters a stream in the Kaweni slum in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido.. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant))
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            17 of 23 | 
            Nassirou Hamidouni, 28, father of five, stands amongst the debris of the neighboring destroyed home in the slum of Kaweni on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            18 of 23 | 
            People get water from a well in the lower part of the Kaweni slum where they used to have tap water, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            19 of 23 | 
            A man starts rebuilding his shack in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            20 of 23 | 
            Cleared debris after Cyclone Chido are seen in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            21 of 23 | 
            People get water from a well in the lower part of the Kaweni slum where they used to have tap water, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            22 of 23 | 
            People walk along partially flooded roads, in Mamoudzou, Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            23 of 23 | 
            Women wash clothes after a short rain filled their pots with water, at the Lycee des Lumieres where they found shelter after losing their homes, in Mamoudzou, Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024 . (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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                                    Survivors of a cyclone that tore through the French island territory of Mayotte said Thursday that they expected the storm's death toll to rise. (AP Video by Sam Mednick)
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                                    French President Emmanuel Macron on Thursday surveyed the devastation that a cyclone wrought across the Indian Ocean archipelago of Mayotte as thousands of people tried to cope without the bare essentials and amid fears of a surging death toll. Outside a hospital, Macron was confronted by a local resident who asked for more help for the victims of the cyclone.
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                                    French authorities said at least 31 people have died and more than 1,500 people were injured, more than 200 critically after Cyclone Chido roared across the the Indian Ocean archipelago of Mayotte on Saturday. But it's feared hundreds or even thousands of people may have died.
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            A young girl walks in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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                                    A young girl walks in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            A woman carrying her belongings walks past debris after Cyclone Chido in the Kaweni slum Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            Damage is seen in the Kaweni slum Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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                                    Damage is seen in the Kaweni slum Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            A child sleeps at the Lycee des Lumieres where he found refuge, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024 in Mamoudzou, Mayotte, (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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                                    A child sleeps at the Lycee des Lumieres where he found refuge, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024 in Mamoudzou, Mayotte, (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            Women rest on a footbridge over a stream filled with debris in the Kaweni slum in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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                                    Women rest on a footbridge over a stream filled with debris in the Kaweni slum in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            A young girl walks in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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                                    A young girl walks in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            People interact by an outdoor chess board, after finding refuge at the Lycee des Lumieres after losing their homes, in Mamoudzou, Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            A boy stands amidst debris in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            A boy sits in his destroyed home in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            A man stands on his roof in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            Women wash clothes in a stream in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            People queue for gas in Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            Debris litters a stream in the Kaweni slum in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido.. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant))
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            Nassirou Hamidouni, 28, father of five, stands amongst the debris of the neighboring destroyed home in the slum of Kaweni on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            People get water from a well in the lower part of the Kaweni slum where they used to have tap water, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            A man starts rebuilding his shack in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            Cleared debris after Cyclone Chido are seen in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            People get water from a well in the lower part of the Kaweni slum where they used to have tap water, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            People walk along partially flooded roads, in Mamoudzou, Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            Women wash clothes after a short rain filled their pots with water, at the Lycee des Lumieres where they found shelter after losing their homes, in Mamoudzou, Mayotte, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024 . (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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                                        MAMOUDZOU, Mayotte (AP) -- French President Emmanuel Macron arrived Thursday in the Indian Ocean island of Mayotte to survey Cyclone Chido's destruction and was immediately confronted with a first-hand account of devastation across the French territory.
"Mayotte is demolished," Assane Haloi, a security agent, told Macron after he stepped off the plane. 
Macron had been moving along in a line of people greeting him when Haloi grasped his hand and spoke for a minute about the harrowing conditions the islands faced without bare essentials since Saturday when the strongest cyclone in nearly a century ripped through the French territory off the coast of Africa.
"We are without water, without electricity, there is nowhere to go because everything is demolished," she said. "We can't even shelter, we are all wet with our children covering ourselves with whatever we have so that we can sleep." 

    


Numbers of dead unknown
At least 31 people have died and more than 2,000 people were injured, more than 200 critically, French authorities said. But it's feared hundreds or even thousands of people have died. 
Macron arrived shortly after The Associated Press and other journalists from outside were able to reach Mayotte to provide accounts from survivors of the horror over the weekend when winds howled above 220 kph (136 mph) and peeled the roofs and walls from homes that collapsed around the people inside. 




In the shantytown of Kaweni on the outskirts of the capital Mamoudzou, a swath of hillside homes was reduced to scraps of corrugated metal, plastic, piles of bedding and clothing, and pieces of timber marking the frame where homes once stood.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Those of us who are here are still in shock, but God let us live," Nassirou Hamidouni said as he dug in the rubble of his former home. "We are sad. We can't sleep because of all of the houses that have been destroyed."
Macron took a helicopter tour of the damage and then met with patients and staff at a hospital, where a woman who works in the psychological unit became emotional as she described staff becoming exhausted and unable to care for patients. 
"Help the hospital staff, help the hospital," the woman, whose name was not known, pleaded. "Everyone from top to bottom is wiped out."

    


More help on the way 
Macron, who was wearing a traditional red, black and gold Mayotte scarf over his white dress shirt and tie, put his hand on her shoulder as she wiped away tears. 
He sought to reassure people that tons of food, medical aid and additional rescuers had arrived with him and more help was on its way in the form of water, doctors and a field hospital to be set up Friday. A navy ship brought 180 tons of aid and equipment, the French military said.
But the visit took a testy turn when Macron was criticized for being out of touch about what was happening on the ground by a man who said they had gone six days in Ouangani without water or a visit from rescue services. 
The president said it took the military four days to clear the roads and get a plan in place to deliver aid. 
"If you want to continue shouting to get airtime," Macron said as he was cut off, by the man saying he didn't intend to shout. "If you are interested in my response, if not I will walk away."

    


Macron said about 50% of the electricity network and water system would be repaired by Friday but it could take several weeks to reach more remote areas.
Residents have expressed anguish at not knowing if loved ones were dead or missing, partly because of the hasty burials required under Muslim practice to lay the dead to rest within 24 hours.
"We're dealing with open-air mass graves," said Estelle Youssoufa, who represents Mayotte in the French parliament. "There are no rescuers, no one has come to recover the buried bodies."
Macron acknowledged that many who died haven't been reported. He said phone services will be repaired "in the coming days" so that people can report their missing loved ones. 

    


France's poorest territory
Mayotte, with a population of 320,000 residents and an estimated 100,000 additional migrants, is France's poorest territory. 
It is part an archipelago located between mainland Africa's east coast and northern Madagascar that had been a French colony. Mayotte voted to remain part of France in a 1974 referendum as the rest of the islands became the independent nation of Comoros
The cyclone devastated entire neighborhoods as many people ignored warnings, thinking the storm wouldn't be so extreme. 
Signs of the disaster and its impact were everywhere.
Streets remained swamped in puddles. Throngs of motorbikes and cars lined up at a gas station still in service.
Bright clothing was hung to dry on the wooden frames of homes and along the railings of a footbridge over a debris-strewn stream in the Kaweni slum. 
Families sprawled out on blankets at a school where 500 people were taking shelter. Women washed clothing in buckets of water as children played with the pieces of a giant chessboard.

    


Alibouna Haithouna, a displaced mother of four, was with her own mother who had been forced to leave a hospital after her son died there.
"There was a tragedy. We lost my brother. We are here," Haithouna said. "My brother's body, we haven't been able to get it from the hospital because there is a lot of paperwork to do and in addition to that you have to pay to recover the body."
Macron waded into a crowd of people waiting for him in Kaweni, kissing children and hugging residents who spoke of their hardship. He said he had witnessed emotion and acknowledged some of the anger he faced but said he was impressed with peoples' resilience.

After a woman described how her home almost collapsed on her children, Macron compared recovery efforts to those needed to reconstruct the recently reopened Notre Dame Cathedral after a disastrous fire.
"If we were able to rebuild our cathedral in five years, it would be a tragedy if we weren't able to rebuild Mayotte," he said.
___
Corbet reported from Paris. Associated Press journalist Masha Macpherson in Paris and Brian Melley in London contributed.
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Former Uvalde schools police chief loses bid to toss criminal charges related to 2022 shooting
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            A couple visits murals created to honor the victims of the shootings at Robb Elementary School, Aug. 25, 2022, in Uvalde, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, file)
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            This combo of booking images provided by Uvalde County, Texas, Sheriff's Office, shows Pete Arredondo, left, the former police chief for schools in Uvalde, Texas, and Adrian Gonzales, a former police officer for schools in Uvalde, Texas. (Uvalde County Sheriff's Office via AP, file)
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                                        UVALDE, Texas (AP) -- A Texas judge on Thursday refused to throw out criminal charges accusing the former Uvalde schools police chief of putting children at risk during a slow response to the 2022 Robb Elementary School shooting. 
Pete Arredondo said he was improperly charged and that the shooter was responsible for putting the victims in danger in the school attack on May 24, 2022. Nineteen children and two teachers were killed.
Arredondo also said he was scapegoated for the halting police response. Nearly 400 law enforcement agents rushed to the scene in rural South Texas but waited more than 70 minutes to confront and kill the gunman in a fourth-grade classroom. 
Judge Sid Harle handed down the ruling during a hearing in a Uvalde courtroom, and set a trial date for Oct. 20, 2025. Several victim family members attended the hearing but left without comment.

    


Arredondo has pleaded not guilty to 10 counts of abandoning or endangering a child, each of which carried a punishment of up to two years in jail. He and former Uvalde schools officer Adrian Gonzales are the only officers who have been charged for their actions that day.




Gonzales has not asked the judge to dismiss his charges but could at a later date. Gonzales and Arredondo attended the hearing in person.
Nico LaHood, an attorney for Gonzales, said he will ask for the trial to be moved out of Uvalde County because he believes his client cannot receive a fair trial there. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Everybody knows everybody," in Uvalde, LaHood said.
The indictment against Arredondo alleges he did not follow his active shooter training and made critical decisions that slowed the police response while the gunman was "hunting" his victims.
It alleges that instead of confronting the gunman immediately, Arredondo caused delays by telling officers to evacuate a hallway to wait for a SWAT team, evacuating students from other areas of the building first, and trying to negotiate with the shooter while victims inside the classroom were wounded and dying.

    


Arredondo's attorneys say the danger that day was not caused by him, but by the shooter. They argued Arredondo was blamed for trying to save the lives of the other children in the building, and have warned that prosecuting him would open many future law enforcement actions to similar charges.
"Arredondo did nothing to put those children in the path of a gunman," said Arredondo attorney Matthew Hefti.
The massacre at Robb Elementary was one of the worst school shootings in U.S. history, and the law enforcement response has been widely condemned as a massive failure. 
Nearly 150 U.S. Border Patrol agents, 91 state police officers, as well and school and city police rushed to the campus. While terrified students and teachers called 911 from inside classrooms, dozens of officers stood in the hallway trying to figure out what to do. More than an hour later, a team of officers breached the classroom and killed the gunman. 
Within days of the shooting, the focus of the slow response turned on Arredondo, who was described by other responding agencies as the incident commander in charge.

    


Multiple federal and state investigations have laid bare cascading problems in law enforcement training, communication, leadership and technology, and questioned whether officers prioritized their own lives over those of children and teachers. Several victims or their families have filed multiple state and federal lawsuits.
___
Associated Press reporter Jim Vertuno in Austin, Texas, contributed.
___

Lathan is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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Oklahoma man dies by lethal injection in the nation's final execution of 2024
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                    FILE - Kevin Ray Underwood arrives in the courtroom for his formal sentencing in Purcell, Okla., on April 3, 2008. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki, Pool, File)
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                                        OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -- An Oklahoma man who killed a 10-year-old girl in a cannibalistic fantasy died by lethal injection Thursday in the nation's 25th and final execution of the year.
Kevin Ray Underwood was pronounced dead at 10:14 a.m. at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary in McAlester. It was Oklahoma's fourth execution of the year, and it took place on Underwood's 45th birthday. 
Oklahoma uses a three-drug lethal injection process that begins with the sedative midazolam followed by a second drug that paralyzes the inmate and a third that stops their heart.
Strapped to a gurney inside the death chamber, Underwood apologized to Jamie's family and to his own family "for all the terrible things I did."
"The decision to execute me on my birthday and six days before Christmas was a needlessly cruel thing to do to my family," Underwood said, "but I'm very sorry for what I did and I wish I could take it back."

    


Underwood looked over to members of his legal team and his family, including his mother, as the execution began at 10:04 a.m.. His breathing hitched slightly and his eyes closed a few minutes later. A doctor entered the execution chamber at 10:09 a.m., shook him a few times and declared him unconscious. He was pronounced dead five minutes later.




Underwood, a former grocery store worker, was sentenced to die for killing Jamie Rose Bolin in 2006. Underwood admitted to luring Jamie into his apartment and beating her over the head with a cutting board before suffocating and sexually assaulting her. He told investigators that he nearly beheaded Jamie in his bathtub before abandoning his plans to eat her.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Jamie's sister, Lori Pate, who was among several relatives who witnessed the execution, thanked prosecutors for helping guide her family through the nearly 18-year process from Jamie's death to Underwood's execution.
"This doesn't bring our Jamie back but it does allow the space in our hearts to focus on her and allow the healing process to begin," Pate said.

    


During a hearing last week, three members of the state's Pardon and Parole Board unanimously voted against recommending clemency.
Underwood's attorneys had argued that he deserved to be spared the death penalty because of his long history of abuse and serious mental health issues that included autism, obsessive-compulsive disorder, bipolar and panic disorders, post-traumatic stress disorder, schizotypal personality disorder and various deviant sexual paraphilias.
Prosecutors argued that many people suffer from mental illness, but that doesn't justify harming children.

In a last-minute request seeking a stay of execution from the U.S. Supreme Court, Underwood's attorneys argued that he deserved a hearing before all five members of the board and that the panel violated state law and Underwood's rights by rescheduling the hearing at the last minute after two members of the board resigned. The court rejected that bid earlier Thursday morning.
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California declared an emergency. How serious is bird flu?
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                    FILE -This colorized electron microscope image released by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases on March 26, 2024, shows avian influenza A H5N1 virus particles (yellow), grown in Madin-Darby Canine Kidney (MDCK) epithelial cells (blue). (CDC/NIAID via AP, File)
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                                        California officials have declared a state of emergency over the spread of bird flu, which is tearing through dairy cows in that state and causing sporadic illnesses in people in the U.S. 
That raises new questions about the virus, which has spread for years in wild birds, commercial poultry and many mammal species. 
The virus, also known as Type A H5N1, was detected for the first time in U.S. dairy cattle in March. Since then, bird flu has been confirmed in at least 866 herds in 16 states. 
More than 60 people in eight states have been infected, with mostly mild illnesses, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. One person in Louisiana has been hospitalized with the nation's first known severe illness caused by the virus, health officials said this week. 
Here's what you need to know.




Why did California declare a state of emergency?
Gov. Gavin Newsom said he declared the state of emergency to better position state staff and supplies to respond to the outbreak. 
California has been looking for bird flu in large milk tanks during processing. And they have found the virus it at least 650 herds, representing about three-quarters of all affected U.S. dairy herds. 
The virus was recently detected in Southern California dairy farms after being found in the state's Central Valley since August.
"This proclamation is a targeted action to ensure government agencies have the resources and flexibility they need to respond quickly to this outbreak," Newsom said in a statement.

    


What's the risk to the general public?
Officials with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention stressed again this week that the virus poses low risk to the general public. 
Importantly, there are no reports of person-to-person transmission and no signs that the virus has changed to spread more easily among humans.
In general, flu experts agreed with that assessment, saying it's too soon to tell what trajectory the outbreak could take.
"The entirely unsatisfactory answer is going to be: I don't think we know yet," said Richard Webby, an influenza expert at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.
But virus experts are wary because flu viruses are constantly mutating and small genetic changes could change the outlook.
Are cases becoming more serious?
This week, health officials confirmed the first known case of severe illness in the U.S. All previous the previous U.S. cases -- there have been about 60 -- were generally mild.
The patient in Louisiana, who is older than 65 and had underlying medical problems, is in critical condition. Few details have been released, but officials said the person developed severe respiratory symptoms after exposure to a backyard flock of sick birds. 
That makes it the first confirmed U.S. infection tied to backyard birds, the CDC said. 
Tests showed that the strain that caused the person's illness is one found in wild birds, but not in cattle. Last month, health officials in Canada reported that a teen in British Columbia was hospitalized with a severe case of bird flu, also with the virus strain found in wild birds. 
Previous infections in the U.S. have been almost all in farmworkers with direct exposure to infected dairy cattle or poultry. In two cases -- and adult in Missouri and a child in California -- health officials have not determined how they caught it.

    


It's possible that as more people become infected, more severe illnesses will occur, said Angela Rasmussen, a virus expert at the University of Saskatchewan in Canada. 
Worldwide, nearly 1,000 cases of illnesses caused by H5N1 have been reported since 2003, and more than half of people infected have died, according to the World Health Organization. 
"I assume that every H5N1 virus has the potential to be very severe and deadly," Rasmussen said.

    


How can people protect themselves? 
People who have contact with dairy cows or commercial poultry or with backyard birds are at higher risk and should use precautions including respiratory and eye protection and gloves, CDC and other experts said.
"If birds are beginning to appear ill or die, they should very careful about how they handle those animals," said Michael Osterholm, a public health disease expert at the University of Minnesota.
The CDC has paid for flu shots to protect farmworkers against seasonal flu -- and against the risk that the workers could become infected with two flu types at the same time, potentially allowing the bird flu virus to mutate and become more dangerous. The government also said that farmworkers who come in close contact with infected animals should be tested and offered antiviral drugs even if they show no symptoms. 

    


How else is bird flu being spread?
In addition to direct contact with farm animals and wild birds, the H5N1 virus can be spread in raw milk. Pasteurized milk is safe to drink, because the heat treatment kills the virus, according to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.
But high levels of the virus have been found in unpasteurized milk. And raw milk sold in stores in California was recalled in recent weeks after the virus was detected at farms and in the products.
In Los Angeles, county officials reported that two indoor cats that were fed the recalled raw milk died from bird flu infections. Officials were investigating additional reports of sick cats.
Health officials urge people to avoid drinking raw milk, which can spread a host of germs in addition to bird flu.
The U.S. Agriculture Department has stepped up testing of raw milk across the country to help detect and contain the outbreak. A federal order issued this month requires testing, which began this week in 13 states.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Closures, Social Security checks, furloughs: What a government shutdown might mean
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                    FILE--Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., joined from left by Rep. Blake Moore, R-Utah, House Majority Leader Steve Scalise, R-La., and Majority Whip Tom Emmer, R-Minn., leaves a news conference after presenting his final version of an interim pending bill to his caucus, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. President-elect Donald Trump has now abruptly rejected the bipartisan plan to prevent a Christmastime government shutdown. Instead, he's telling House Speaker Mike Johnson and Republicans to essentially renegotiate -- days before a deadline when federal funding runs out. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)


                

            
        

        
    

    

            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            MEG KINNARD

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        Congress has until midnight Friday to come up with a way to fund the government or federal agencies will shut down, meaning hundreds of thousands of federal employees could be sent home -- or stay on the job without pay -- just ahead of the holidays.
Republicans abandoned a bipartisan plan Wednesday to prevent a shutdown after President-elect Donald Trump and billionaire Elon Musk came out against it. Trump told House Speaker Mike Johnson to essentially renegotiate the deal days before a deadline when federal funding runs out.
Here's what to know about a possible government shutdown, what agencies would be affected and how long it could last:
___
What does it mean if the government shuts down?
A government shutdown happens when Congress doesn't pass legislation either temporarily or more permanently funding the government, and such a measure isn't signed by the president.

    


When would a government shutdown start?
If Congress doesn't approve a continuing resolution or more permanent spending measure by Friday, the federal government will shut down.
When the fiscal year ended Sept. 30, Congress passed a temporary funding bill to keep the government in operation.
That measure expires on Friday.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Which government agencies would be affected by a shutdown?
Each federal agency determines its own plan for how to handle a shutdown, but basically any government operations deemed non-essential stop happening, and hundreds of thousands of federal employees see their work disrupted. 
Sometimes workers are furloughed, meaning that they keep their jobs but temporarily don't work until the government reopens. Other federal workers may stay on the job but without pay, with the expectation that they would be paid back in full once the government reopens.
The basic rules for who works and who doesn't date back to the early 1980s and haven't been significantly modified since. Under a precedent-setting memorandum penned by then-President Ronald Reagan budget chief David Stockman, federal workers are exempted from furloughs if their jobs are national security-related or if they perform essential activities that "protect life and property."

    


Essential government agencies like the FBI, the Border Patrol and the Coast Guard remain open. Transportation Security Administration officers would continue to staff airport checkpoints. The U.S. Postal Service also won't be affected because it's an independent agency.
But national parks and monuments would close, and while troops would stay at their posts, many civilian employees in agencies like the Department of Defense would be sent home. Court systems would be affected, too, with civil proceedings paused, while criminal prosecutions continue. 
Automated tax collection would stay on track, but the Internal Revenue Service would stop auditing tax returns.
Will a government shutdown affect Social Security checks?
No. Recipients of both Social Security and Medicare would continue to receive their benefits, which are part of mandatory spending that's not subject to annual appropriations measures. Doctors and hospitals would also continue to get their Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements.
But it's possible that new applications wouldn't be processed. During a government shutdown in 1996, thousands of Medicare applicants were turned away daily.

    


What is a "CR," or continuing resolution?
When Congress is down to the wire on passing measures to fund the federal government, the term "CR" often comes up. What does it mean?
"CR" stands for "continuing resolution," and it's a temporary spending bill that lets the federal government stay open and operating before Congress and the president have approved a more permanent appropriation.
A "clean CR" is essentially a bill that extends existing appropriations, at the same levels as the prior fiscal year.
What is an omnibus bill?
It's a massive, all-encompassing measure that lawmakers generally had little time to digest -- or understand -- before voting on it.
There are a lot of spending measures all rolled into one, and sometimes that's what happens if the dozen separate funding measures haven't worked their way through the congressional spending process in time to be passed in order to fund the federal government.
But Republicans opted against an omnibus this time, hoping instead to renegotiate all federal spending next year when Trump is in the White House and they will control both chambers of Congress.

    


Is a government shutdown going to happen?
Maybe -- and maybe not.

There is often a scramble on Capitol Hill to put together a last-minute funding package to keep the government open just before a deadline, at least temporarily. But shutdowns have happened, most recently six years ago, when Trump demanded funding for a wall along the U.S.-Mexico border. That shutdown was the longest in U.S. history.
Jimmy Carter saw a shutdown every year during his term as president. And there were six shutdowns during Reagan's time in the White House.
___
Kinnard reported from Charleston, South Carolina, and can be reached at http://x.com/MegKinnardAP.
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Amazon workers strike at multiple facilities as Teamsters seek labor contract
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            Workers began picketing outside of an Amazon facility in New York City on Thursday morning. The International Brotherhood of Teamsters said workers at seven Amazon facilities in the U.S. would begin a strike.
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            Signs are seen during a strike at Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Strikers hold signs during a strike at Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Strikers hold signs during a strike at Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            A striker holds a sign during a strike at Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            A striker holds a sign as Amazon workers picket outside the Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Strikers hold signs during a strike at Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Strikers hold signs during a strike at Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                    Workers began picketing outside of an Amazon facility in New York City on Thursday morning. The International Brotherhood of Teamsters said workers at seven Amazon facilities in the U.S. would begin a strike.
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            Signs are seen during a strike at Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Strikers hold signs during a strike at Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Strikers hold signs during a strike at Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            A striker holds a sign during a strike at Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                    A striker holds a sign during a strike at Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            A striker holds a sign as Amazon workers picket outside the Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                    A striker holds a sign as Amazon workers picket outside the Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Strikers hold signs during a strike at Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Strikers hold signs during a strike at Skokie (DIL7) Amazon Delivery station in Skokie, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                        Workers at seven Amazon facilities went on strike Thursday, an effort by the Teamsters union to pressure the e-commerce company for a labor agreement during a key shopping period.
The Teamsters said the workers, who voted to authorize strikes in recent days, joined picket lines after Amazon ignored a Sunday deadline the union set for contract negotiations. The union called it the largest strike against the company in U.S. history, although Amazon said it did not expect the labor action to impact its operations.
The International Brotherhood of Teamsters claims it represents nearly 10,000 workers at 10 Amazon facilities, a small portion of the 800,000 workers employed in the company's U.S. warehouses. The union hasn't said how many workers would participate in the strike or how long the walkout would last. 
"Amazon is pushing its workers closer to the picket line by failing to show them the respect they have earned," Teamsters General President Sean O'Brien said in a statement. 

    


The strikes happening Thursday are taking place at seven delivery stations, which are run by contractors who drop off of packages to customers everyday. They include three locations in Southern California, and one each in New York City, Atlanta, Georgia, and Skokie, Illinois, according to the union's announcement. 




The biggest warehouse affiliated with the Teamsters is located in the New York City borough of Staten Island. In 2022, thousands of workers at the warehouse, known as JFK8, voted to be represented by the nascent Amazon Labor Union. Workers then choose to affiliate with the Teamsters this past summer. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The National Labor Relations Board certified that election to unionize, but Amazon has refused to bargain on a contract. In the process, the company has filed a lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of the labor board.
At the other six facilities, employees - including many delivery drivers - unionized with the Teamsters by demonstrating majority support but without holding government-administered elections. Under labor law, companies can recognize unions without elections being held, but the practice is rare, said John Logan, director of labor and employment studies at San Francisco State University. 

    


Amazon workers in more locations are "prepared to join" the fight, the Teamsters said, noting that employees at the Staten Island warehouse and at a company air hub in California also have authorized strikes. 
When asked about the strike Thursday, Amazon spokesperson Kelly Nantel said: "What you see here are almost entirely outsiders, not Amazon employees or partners, and the suggestion otherwise is just another lie from the Teamsters."
"The truth is that they were unable to get enough support from our employees and partners and have brought in outsiders to come and harass and intimidate our team, which is inappropriate and dangerous," Nantel said. 
Amazon has said it does not consider delivery drivers like the ones on strike to be its employees. Under the company's business model, the drivers work for third-party businesses, called Delivery Service Partners, who deliver millions of packages daily. Amazon has accused the union, which says it represents some of the drivers, of "intentionally" misleading the public. 

    


"This is another attempt to push a false narrative," Nantel said. 

But the Teamsters have argued Amazon essentially controls everything the drivers do and should be classified as an employer. Some U.S. labor regulators have sided with the union in filings made before the NLRB. In September, Amazon boosted pay for the drivers amid the growing pressure.
Shares of Amazon.com Inc. rose more than 2.4% by midday Thursday. 
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For airports, background music no longer is an afterthought

    For airports, background music no longer is an afterthought

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            CORRECTS SPELLING OF SINGERS LAST NAME TO MCCOMMON - Roz McCommon sings at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport on November 26, 2024, in SeaTac, Wash. (AP Photo/Manual Valdes)
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                                        SEATAC, Washington (AP) -- Background music is no longer an afterthought at many airports, which are hiring local musicians and carefully curating playlists to help lighten travelers' moods.
London's Heathrow Airport built a stage to showcase emerging British performers for the first time this summer. The program was so successful the airport hopes to bring it back in 2025. Nashville International Airport has five stages that host more than 800 performances per year, from country musicians to jazz combos. In the Dominican Republic, Punta Cana International Airport greets passengers with live merengue music.
Tiffany Idiart and her two nieces were delighted to hear musicians during a recent layover at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport.
"I like it. There's a lot of people here and they can all hear it," said Grace Idiart, 9. "If their flight got delayed or something like that, they could have had a hard day. And so the music could have made them feel better."

    


Airports are also carefully curating their recorded playlists. Detroit Metro Airport plays Motown hits in a tunnel connecting its terminals. Austin-Bergstrom International Airport in Texas has a playlist of local artists compiled by an area radio station. Singapore's Changi Airport commissioned a special piano accompaniment for its giant digital waterfall.




Music isn't a new phenomenon in airport terminals. Brian Eno's "Music for Airports," an album released in 1978, helped define the ambient music genre. It's minimalist and designed to calm.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But Barry McPhillips, the head of international creative for Mood Media, which provides music for airports and other public spaces, said technology is enabling background music to be less generic and more tailored to specific places or times of day.
Mood Media - formerly known as Muzak - develops playlists to appeal to business travelers or families depending on who's in the airport at any given time. It might program calmer music in the security line but something more energizing in the duty-free store.

    


"We see it as a soundscape," McPhillips said. "We design for all of these moments."
There's a science to Mood Music's decisions on volume, tempo, even whether to play a song in a major key versus a minor one, he added.
"How do we want to affect their mood at that moment?" McPhillips said. "It's not just like, 'Here's a load of songs.' It's a load of songs for that 10-minute segment, and then we move to the next 10 minutes."
At the same time, many airports are going low-tech, hiring local musicians to serenade travelers and give them a sense of the place they're passing through.
Chicago's O'Hare and Midway airports have more than 100 live performances each year. Phoenix's Sky Harbor International Airport began a live music program five years ago and now has two stages featuring local artists.
Tami Kuiken, the manager of airport music in Seattle, said the Seattle-Tacoma airport launched its live music program about a decade ago after a city commissioner heard live music at the airport in Austin, Texas.

    


"The idea was like, 'Man, why doesn't Seattle have music? We're a music city too," Kuiken said.
At first, the airport created a playlist featuring emerging artists along with famous ones like Pearl Jam. Then it decided to try live musicians for a 12-week trial. It was so successful that the airport now features live musicians daily and is building new performance spaces.
"People's anxiety levels are very high when they're traveling," Kuiken said. "The feedback that we started getting was that once they got through the checkpoint and they were greeted with music, all of a sudden their anxiety and stress levels dropped."
The programs also benefit musicians, who get paid to perform and gain wider exposure. When Colorado Springs Airport announced a live music program in March, more than 150 musicians applied. It now hosts two two-hour performances each week.
David James, a singer and guitarist who plays at Seattle's airport about once a week, said waking up in time for a daytime gig took some adjustment. But he's gained new fans from all over the world.

    


"I get really sweet responses from people all the time, saying, 'That was so soothing to be able to just sit and listen to music in between flights,'" James said. "So it feels like it's especially therapeutic for people."
Country stars like Blake Shelton and Keith Urban have come through Nashville's airport and interacted with local musicians, said Stacey Nickens, the airport's vice president of corporate communications and marketing. Shelton even gave one his guitar.
Otto Stuparitz, a musicologist and lecturer at the University of Amsterdam who has studied airport music, said airports should think carefully about their selections. Music that's meant to be actively listened to - like live music or catchy pop songs - can be very distracting in an already chaotic environment, he said. He has noticed some airports - especially in Europe -- turning off piped melodies altogether.
But McPhillips said big spaces like airports can feel cold and unwelcoming without background music.

"A well-crafted audio strategy is one that people aren't particularly cognizant of," he said. "They just know they're having a good time and that it's appropriate."
___
Durbin reported from Detroit. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/airport-music-muzak-musicians-063a3ea6fdd5ea1ca9ef401fb52c56f6
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            Oregon offensive lineman Iapani Laloulu celebrates after the Big Ten championship NCAA college football game against Penn State, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Texas linebacker Anthony Hill Jr. (0) hits Georgia quarterback Gunner Stockton (14) during the second half of the Southeastern Conference championship NCAA college football game, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Arizona State wide receiver Xavier Guillory (1) catches a touchdown pass as Iowa State defensive back Jeremiah Cooper, rear, defends in the second half of the Big 12 Conference championship NCAA college football game, in Arlington, Texas, Saturday Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day, center, instructs his team against Michigan during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete, File)
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                                        It took more than 100 years, a few billion dollars and the cold, hard realization that you can't fight progress forever. And now, finally, college football has what the rest of sports have -- a legitimate postseason tournament.
The first 12-team College Football Playoff kicks off Friday and Saturday with four first-round games on campuses steeped in gridiron tradition: Texas (hosting Clemson), Penn State (SMU), Notre Dame (Indiana) and Ohio State (Tennessee). 
The winners advance to play over the New Year's holiday -- Arizona State, Boise State, Georgia and Oregon are waiting -- and the tournament concludes Jan. 20 with the national title game in Atlanta.
The concept of a postseason tournament is old hat for virtually every other major sport in the United States (including the lower levels of college football), but this postseason is a novel one for the top level of the game. Not surprisingly for an endeavor that took a century to create, it is teeming with prickly details that will ultimately shape the future of the playoff itself.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Can the college game compete with the NFL?
A deal struck decades ago as part of the NFL's anti-trust exemption deems Saturdays as college territory, prohibiting the league from televising games on college football's biggest day. But that ban is only in effect through mid-December, which is when the NFL jumps in. 
On Saturday, it has a pair of standout games: Texans-Chiefs on NBC and Steelers-Ravens on Fox. The CFP has chosen to counterprogram those games with SMU-Penn State and Clemson-Texas, both of which were sublicensed to TNT as part of ESPN's original deal to broadcast the playoff. 
How will this go? College football's most-watched game this season grabbed 16.6 million viewers, while last year's title game, when the playoff only consisted of four teams, drew 25 million. 
A regular-season NFL game between the Bills and Rams earlier this month drew 24 million viewers and the NFL averaged around 38.5 million viewers for its first round of playoff games last season.

    


Does it matter? ESPN is signed to the deal (topping out at $1.3 billion a year) through 2031, though if the ratings tank, it might be compelled to look for friendlier TV windows and avoid the ratings behemoth that is the NFL.
"I think it's important for them to get a reasonable rating," said Dan Durbin, the director of the Institute of Sports, Media and Society at USC. "I don't think beating the NFL really even counts."
Why did this take 100 years?
We can trace it back to the Rose Parade in Pasadena, California. Organizers of the annual parade wanted a way to pay for all those flower-covered floats cruising down Colorado Boulevard.
In 1902, they invited Michigan and Stanford to play (the Wolverines won 49-0). In 1916, it was Washington State and Brown, and from there, the game became an annual affair. 
Other cities followed suit, mostly in warm-weather areas. By 1937, the Rose, Orange (Miami), Sugar (New Orleans) and Cotton (Dallas) were annual bowls, By the 1940s and '50s, the games had contractual tie-ins with conferences, which pledged to send their teams there. 

    


The games entrenched themselves in the local tourism economy and, so, also became dug into the fabric of college football itself. While virtually all sports had moved toward some sort of playoff tournament by the 1960s, college football stood pat and the bowl games served as its postseason.
AP and other polls declared national champions for decades
The Associated Press started its poll of sports writers in 1936 and began awarding its national championship to whoever was ranked first at the end of each season. In 1968, the AP moved its final poll to after the bowls were over.
Other polls followed -- more than 20 different systems or rankings have come and gone since the late 1800s -- and for decades, those organizations crowned national champions. They often differed, including 11 seasons where AP and the coaches/UPI polls declared different champions.
Because the bowl games were locked into inviting teams from certain conferences, the top two teams in the sport often never played each other. 
"In college football, you had so many teams, so many conferences that it's just been unwieldy to try to create a real postseason," Durbin said.

    


The alphabet soup of determining a champion
That remains true to this day, even with the expanded playoffs.
The seeds of change were planted after back-to-back seasons with split titles in 1990 and 1991 made it clear something needed to be done. Over the ensuing 35 years, a cocktail of conference realignment, ever-growing TV contracts and, most recently, the financial realities of a sport that will soon share millions with its players spawned new ways for the sport to tackle its playoff problem. 
In the 1990s, a two-decade period of systems -- the Bowl Alliance, Bowl Coalition and Bowl Championship Series -- tried to pair the two best teams in the country to play for the title. Rankings were based on a combination of polls, computer rankings and strength of schedule -- a formula that has been tweaked many times but remains a sore spot to this day.

    


The beginnings of a 'real' playoff
The BCS turned into the College Football Playoff in 2014 with a four-team postseason that felt like progress.
One problem was that the gap grew even wider between what mattered and what didn't -- three playoff games vs. dozens of bowl games that looked more and more like exhibitions, especially if players with NFL prospects opted out. 
Another was the selection process. The March Madness selection committee in college basketball isn't truly in jeopardy of sidelining the eventual national champion if it makes a bad choice for, say, the last two teams in a 68-team field. 
Not so in football, where the field is smaller, every game means more and the financial stakes are higher. The SEC and Big Ten, for instance, receive around $22 million in playoff TV money before a single game is played. There is a pool of about $115 million available to the conferences based on the results of the playoff.
Last year, when the football committee chose one-loss Alabama over undefeated Florida State for the fourth and final spot, it triggered investigations and threats.
The road to 12 teams was already paved by then, but it has been equally as fraught. Some reveled in the fact that the first team out of the bracket this time was the very Alabama program that was chosen a year earlier.
Will this work, and what might change soon?
There is also the issue of automatic bids that go to conference winners, which have not only put Boise State and Arizona State (teams ranked eighth and 10th in the latest AP Top 25) into the tournament but given them two of the four first-round byes. 
There is the issue of travel -- how many fans can afford to go to three neutral-site games to watch their team chase a championship? With scant time to prepare, can the schools and the CFP pull off campus games without a hitch? Oh, what about the lack of students on campus this week?
The eventual champion will also end up playing 16, maybe 17, games, carving into classroom time that's supposed to still mean something at the college level.
Within a year or two, this tournament will likely expand to 14 teams. The issue of "access" -- which conferences get in and how many teams they are allowed -- will top that debate. There is also growing separation between the SEC and Big Ten and the rest of college football that makes many in the sport uneasy.
Before all that, it's time to buckle up. College football's first wild ride through the playoffs will last a full month.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Mystery drone sightings continue in New Jersey and across the US. Here's what we know
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            That buzzing coming out of New Jersey? It's unclear if it's drones or something else, but for sure the nighttime sightings are producing tons of talk, a raft of conspiracy theories and craned necks looking skyward. (AP Video: Joseph B. Frederick)
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            In this image taken from video provided by MartyA45_, several drones appear to be flying over Randolph, N.J., on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (MartyA45_ /TMX via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            This photo provided by Brian Glenn shows what appears to be multiple drones flying over Bernardsville, N.J., on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024 (Brian Glenn/TMX via AP, File)
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                                        A large number of mysterious drones have been reported flying over New Jersey and across the eastern U.S., sparking speculation and concern over where they came from and why.
In response, the Federal Aviation Administration on Wednesday temporarily banned drone flights in 22 areas of New Jersey where critical infrastructure is located. FAA officials said the flight restrictions were requested by federal security agencies and are effective through Jan. 17.
The FBI, the Homeland Security Department and state agencies have been investigating, but officials say there has been nothing so far to suggest that any drones have posed a national security or public safety threat. In fact, authorities say, many of the drone sightings have actually been legal drones, manned aircraft, helicopters and even stars.
President Joe Biden said Tuesday night that there appears to be nothing nefarious about the flying objects.

    


"There are a lot of drones authorized. We are following this closely. So far no sense of danger," the Democrat said as he left the White House for a trip to Delaware.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Mystery drone sightings continue in New Jersey and across the US. Here's what we know
    

    
    
    As mystery drone sightings continue in New Jersey and across the US., Director of the UAS Research and Operations Center John Slaughter describes how planes and drones differ in terms of movement.

    

Despite federal officials' comments, many state and municipal lawmakers have nonetheless called for stricter rules about who can fly unmanned aircraft -- and for the authority to shoot them out of the sky.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
What has been seen in New Jersey?
Dozens of witnesses have reported seeing drones statewide since mid-November, including near the Picatinny Arsenal, a military research and manufacturing facility, and over President-elect Donald Trump's golf course in Bedminster.




New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy, a Democrat, has said that drone-detection equipment supplied by the federal government has yielded little new information. He declined to describe the equipment except to say it was powerful and could even disable the drones, though he said that's not legal on U.S. soil.
Murphy urged Congress to give states more authority to deal with the drones. 
Meanwhile, federal and local authorities are warning against pointing lasers at suspected drones, because aircraft pilots are being hit in the eyes more often. Authorities also said they are concerned people might fire weapons at manned aircraft that they have mistaken for drones.

    


But do the drones pose a threat?
The growing anxiety among some residents is not lost on the Biden administration, which has faced criticism from Trump for not dealing with the matter more aggressively.
White House national security spokesperson John Kirby said Monday that the federal government has yet to identify any public safety or national security risks. 
"There are more than 1 million drones that are lawfully registered with the Federal Aviation Administration here in the United States," Kirby said. "And there are thousands of commercial, hobbyist and law enforcement drones that are lawfully in the sky on any given day. That is the ecosystem that we are dealing with."
The federal government has deployed personnel and advanced technology to investigate the reports in New Jersey and other states, and is evaluating each tip reported by citizens, he said.
About 100 of the more than 5,000 drone sightings reported to the FBI in recent weeks were deemed credible enough to warrant more investigation, according to a joint statement by the Department of Homeland Security, FBI, Federal Aviation Administration and Department of Defense.

    


Who is operating the drones?
Speculation has raged online, with some expressing concerns that the drones could be part of a nefarious plot by foreign agents or clandestine operations by the U.S. government.
Pentagon spokesperson Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder said it's unlikely the drones are engaged in intelligence gathering, given how loud and bright they are. And he repeated Tuesday that the drones being reported are not being operated by the Department of Defense.
Asked whether military contractors might be operating drones in the New Jersey area, Ryder rebuffed the notion, saying there are "no military operations, no military drone or experiment operations in this corridor."
Ryder said additional drone-detecting technology was being moved to some military installations, including the Picatinny Arsenal in New Jersey.

    


Drone activity in the past week led to an hourlong closure of runways at New York's Stewart International Airport, about 60 miles (100 kilometers) north of Manhattan, a four-hour closure of air space around Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio, and the arrests of two men in Boston accused by police of flying a drone too close to Logan International Airport.

    


Officials urge action against the drones
Trump has said he believes the government knows more than it's saying. 
"Let the public know, and now. Otherwise, shoot them down!!!" he posted on Truth Social.
U.S. Sen. Andy Kim, a New Jersey Democrat, said he has heard nothing to support the notion that the government is hiding anything. He said a lack of faith in institutions is playing a key part in the saga.
"Nothing that I'm seeing, nothing that I've engaged in gives me any impression of that nature. But like, I get it, some people won't believe me, right? Because that's the level of distrust that we face," Kim said Monday.
Democratic Sen. Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut last week called for the drones to be "shot down."
A Senate bill that would expand federal agencies' authorities to track and disable drones has been pending since last year. It also includes a pilot program that would allow state and local law enforcement agencies to monitor and disable drones, under supervision by federal authorities. A similar bill in the House was introduced in June.
___

Contributing to this report were Associated Press writers Mike Catalini in Trenton, New Jersey; Michael Casey in Boston; John Seewer in Toledo, Ohio; and Tara Copp in Washington.
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Number of dead and missing still unclear as first aid arrives in quake-hit Pacific nation of Vanuatu
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            Dramatic footage showed the moment a violent earthquake shook a cafe in Vanuatu's capital on Tuesday.
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            A member of Australia's Federal Police stands by a collapsed building in Port Vila, Vanuatu, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, following a magnitude 7.3 earthquake that struck off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17. (Australian Federal Police via AP)
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            Members of Australia's Federal Police and other rescue workers stand by a collapsed building in Port Vila, Vanuatu, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, following a magnitude 7.3 earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17. (Australian Federal Police via AP)
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            Damage to the inside of the Nambawan Cafe in Port Vila, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, following a strong earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (Ivan Oswald via AP)
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            Damage to the inside of the Nambawan Cafe in Port Vila, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, following a strong earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (Ivan Oswald via AP)
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            Australian citizen's are briefed on evacuation plans in Port Vila, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, following a magnitude 7.3 earthquake that struck off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17. (DFAT via AP)
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            Australian citizen's are briefed on evacuation plans in Port Vila, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, following a magnitude 7.3 earthquake that struck off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17. (DFAT via AP)
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            Josephine Taut makes sausages for emergency workers at Nambawan Cafe in Port Vila, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, following a strong earthquake that struck off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17. (Ivan Oswald via AP)
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            In this photo released by Australian Department of Defence, Australian citizens board a Royal Australian Air Force aircraft for a flight home from Bauerfield International Airport, Port Vila, Vanuatu, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (CPL Adam Abela/Australian Department of Defence via AP)
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            In this photo released by Australian Department of Defence, Australian citizens board a Royal Australian Air Force aircraft for a flight home from Bauerfield International Airport, Port Vila, Vanuatu, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (CPL Adam Abela/Australian Department of Defence via AP)
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            In this photo released by Australian Department of Defence, Australians disembark from an aircraft at RAAF Base Amberley, Australia after a flight home from Port Vila, Vanuatu, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (CPL Adam Abela/Australian Department of Defence via AP)
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            A member of Australia's Federal Police stands by a collapsed building in Port Vila, Vanuatu, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, following a magnitude 7.3 earthquake that struck off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17. (Australian Federal Police via AP)
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            Members of Australia's Federal Police and other rescue workers stand by a collapsed building in Port Vila, Vanuatu, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, following a magnitude 7.3 earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17. (Australian Federal Police via AP)
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            Damage to the inside of the Nambawan Cafe in Port Vila, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, following a strong earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (Ivan Oswald via AP)
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            Damage to the inside of the Nambawan Cafe in Port Vila, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, following a strong earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (Ivan Oswald via AP)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 11 | 
            Australian citizen's are briefed on evacuation plans in Port Vila, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, following a magnitude 7.3 earthquake that struck off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17. (DFAT via AP)
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            Australian citizen's are briefed on evacuation plans in Port Vila, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, following a magnitude 7.3 earthquake that struck off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17. (DFAT via AP)
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            Josephine Taut makes sausages for emergency workers at Nambawan Cafe in Port Vila, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, following a strong earthquake that struck off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17. (Ivan Oswald via AP)
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            In this photo released by Australian Department of Defence, Australian citizens board a Royal Australian Air Force aircraft for a flight home from Bauerfield International Airport, Port Vila, Vanuatu, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (CPL Adam Abela/Australian Department of Defence via AP)
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            In this photo released by Australian Department of Defence, Australian citizens board a Royal Australian Air Force aircraft for a flight home from Bauerfield International Airport, Port Vila, Vanuatu, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (CPL Adam Abela/Australian Department of Defence via AP)
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            In this photo released by Australian Department of Defence, Australians disembark from an aircraft at RAAF Base Amberley, Australia after a flight home from Port Vila, Vanuatu, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (CPL Adam Abela/Australian Department of Defence via AP)
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- Amid the havoc wrought by a violent earthquake two days earlier, Ivan Oswald and his staff prepared for lunchtime service Thursday at Nambawan Cafe, on an idyllic stretch of Vanuatu's waterfront.
The menu for the usual lunchtime rush was replaced with defrosted sausages for emergency workers sifting through rubble in search of those trapped alive or killed in flattened buildings when the massive, 7.3 jolt hit Port Vila, Vanuatu's capital 48 hours earlier. Search crews were joined Thursday by specialists arriving in waves from Australia, New Zealand and France.
Earthquakes are normal for the South Pacific nation made up of 80 islands and home to 330,000 people, but Tuesday's terrifying shake was like nothing residents had felt before. Centered 30 kilometers (19 miles) offshore, at a depth of 57 kilometers (35 miles), the quake was followed by hundreds of rattling aftershocks.




Death toll remains uncertain
The death toll was still unclear and official information remained scarce.
The government initially confirmed 14 deaths. Early on Friday, it said 10 had been verified by the hospital -- but officials expected the number would rise. More than 200 injured people were treated, officials said, but that figure has not been updated since around early Wednesday. 
Nearly 1,000 people have been displaced, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said, with that number too likely to grow.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On Thursday, telecommunications -- though piecemeal and patchy -- were more widely restored after a near total blackout following the quake. It offered residents of Vanuatu answers about the scale of the damage and about how many people were missing.
As word got around that Nambawan had power and an independent internet source, rescuers, tourists and locals visited to charge devices and attempt to locate their relatives.
"We've had a few tears," said Oswald, the cafe's owner. "I can't help with the rescue, but I can help with this."

    


Damage concentrated in the capital
The extent of the damage became clearer on Thursday. The worst-hit area was Port Vila's downtown, busy with lunchtime shoppers on Tuesday. Some outlying islands and villages near the quake's epicenter have experienced landslides.
Infrastructure damage was extensive, including to hospitals, roads, buildings, two major water reservoirs and gas pipes. Response efforts were hampered by access problems. 
A massive landslide has blocked the sea port, limiting the transport of essential supplies and personnel, the UN humanitarian agency said. The airport was open only for aid flights on Thursday, but the runway has been deemed operational and the resumption of commercial services will be considered on Friday. 
But risk of more serious slips loomed as rain began late Thursday night. A low pressure system moving towards Vanuatu threatened a low to medium chance of a cyclone, according to the Bureau of Meteorology, and more rain was expected in coming days.
That could prompt further landslides, erosion and floods in already vulnerable areas, officials said, as they warned those living on hillsides to evacuate. An urgent environmental assessment was needed to prevent an ecological disaster, the UN update early Friday said.

    


Fears over water and damage to buildings
Aid agencies told The Associated Press on Wednesday that their biggest worries were about drinking water and shelter for those unable to return home. The main utilities provider, UNELCO, said it could take two weeks to fully restore water service, according to the Vanuatu Broadcasting and Television Corporation.
The hunt for survivors and recovery of bodies centered on two collapsed buildings in the city center, with Australian search experts on Thursday joining locals who had desperately dug for people yelling out from the crumpled structures. After dramatic rescues of dust-covered survivors that lifted spirits on Tuesday and Wednesday, the mood had become bleaker about the prospects for those trapped, residents said. 
It was not known how many people remained in the buildings -- a garage and a surf clothing store. Among the dead was a French national, Vincent Goiset, said Jean-Baptiste Jeangene Vilmer, France's ambassador to Vanuatu.
Two Chinese nationals were also killed, Vanuatu officials said.

    


An economic blow
Another building housing embassies for several countries -- including the United States, France and New Zealand -- also crumpled, but no casualties were reported. Military flights evacuated 148 Australian nationals from Vanuatu late on Wednesday.
Hundreds more foreigners waited for commercial flights to resume so they could leave. The quake at the start of the summer season in the tourism-dependent island nation threatened an economic crisis if tourists did not return, said Glen Craig, chair of the Vanuatu Business Resilience Council.

"We've had such bad luck," said Craig, referring to the three cyclones that struck in 2023 and the collapse of Vanuatu's national airline in May. "We were just getting back on our feet and we were really looking forward to a bumper summer."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/vanuatu-earthquake-pacific-port-vila-rescue-1a4ce87db29567875d148a46edbce671
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            Intense Israeli airstrikes shake Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city
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            Israeli military spokesman Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari said early Thursday that the country's forces "conducted precise strikes on Houthi military targets in Yemen" after he said the Houthis fired a missile towards central Israel.
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            A military spokesman in Yemen for the Iranian-backed Houthis claimed on Thursday a missile strike on two "specific and sensitive" Israeli military targets.
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            An officer from the home front command military unit examines the damage after a large piece of shrapnel from Houthi missile collapsed a school building in Ramat Gan, a suburb of Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            An officer from the home front command military unit and a policeman examine the damage after a large piece of shrapnel from Houthi missile collapsed a school building in Ramat Gan, a suburb of Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            An officer from the home front command military unit examines the damaged after a large piece of shrapnel from Houthi missile collapsed a school building in Ramat Gan, a suburb of Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)
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            Smoke rises from the scene of an Israeli airstrike on the Haziz power station in southern Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. A series of intense Israeli airstrikes rocked Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday, killing at least nine people, according to officials. The strikes followed a Houthi missile attack on central Israel. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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            Firefighters work at the scene of an Israeli airstrike on the Haziz power station in southern Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. A series of intense Israeli airstrikes rocked Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday, killing at least nine people, according to officials. This attack came shortly after a Houthi missile targeted central Israel. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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            Firefighters work at the scene of an Israeli airstrike on the Haziz power station in southern Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. A series of intense Israeli airstrikes rocked Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday, killing at least nine people, according to officials. This attack came shortly after a Houthi missile targeted central Israel. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 11 | 
            Firefighters work at the scene of an Israeli airstrike on the Haziz power station in southern Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. A series of intense Israeli airstrikes rocked Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday, killing at least nine people, according to officials. This attack came shortly after a Houthi missile targeted central Israel. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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            An officer from the home front command military unit examines the damage after a large piece of shrapnel from Houthi missile collapsed a school building in Ramat Gan, a suburb of Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            An officer from the home front command military unit and a policeman examine the damage after a large piece of shrapnel from Houthi missile collapsed a school building in Ramat Gan, a suburb of Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            An officer from the home front command military unit examines the damaged after a large piece of shrapnel from Houthi missile collapsed a school building in Ramat Gan, a suburb of Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)
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            Smoke rises from the scene of an Israeli airstrike on the Haziz power station in southern Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. A series of intense Israeli airstrikes rocked Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday, killing at least nine people, according to officials. The strikes followed a Houthi missile attack on central Israel. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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            Firefighters work at the scene of an Israeli airstrike on the Haziz power station in southern Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. A series of intense Israeli airstrikes rocked Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday, killing at least nine people, according to officials. This attack came shortly after a Houthi missile targeted central Israel. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- A series of intense Israeli airstrikes shook Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday and killed at least nine people, officials said, shortly after a Houthi missile targeted central Israel.
Thursday's strikes risk further escalating conflict with the Iranian-backed Houthis, whose attacks on the Red Sea corridor have drastically impacted global shipping. The rebels have so far avoided the same level of intense military strikes that have targeted Palestinian militant group Hamas and Lebanon's Hezbollah, fellow members of Tehran's self-described "Axis of Resistance." 
Israel's military said that it conducted two waves of strikes in a preplanned operation that began early Thursday and involved 14 fighter jets. The military said the first wave of strikes targeted Houthi infrastructure at the ports of Hodeida, Salif and the Ras Isa oil terminal on the Red Sea. 

    


Then, in a second wave of strikes, the military said its fighter jets targeted Houthi energy infrastructure in Sanaa. 
"After Hamas, Hezbollah and the Assad regime in Syria, the Houthis are almost the last remaining arm of Iran's axis of evil," said Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in a statement released Thursday. "They are learning and they will learn the hard way, that whoever harms Israel pays a very heavy price for it." 




The Houthi-controlled satellite channel al-Masirah said that some of the strikes targeted power stations in the capital, posting videos of flames engulfing one structure, as civil defense workers doused it in water, trying to extinguish the fire. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The strikes on the two power plants will worsen the electricity crisis faced by Sanaa, where those who can afford it run gas generators or get power from private providers because of the city's long-failing infrastructure.
"Approximately one quarter of Sanaa -- particularly shops, stores and commercial facilities -- will face immediate and severe disruptions," said Mohammed al-Basha, a Yemen analyst. "In a city already staggering under a profound economic crisis, 2025 is set to be exceptionally challenging."

    


The al-Masirah channel, citing its correspondent in the port city of Hodeida, said that at least seven people had been killed at Salif, while another two had been killed at the Ras Isa oil terminal. Others suffered wounds at the Hodeida port as well, it said.
An Israeli military statement offered no damage assessment.
Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, an Israeli military spokesman, said the strikes hit energy and port infrastructure, which he alleged the rebels "have been using in ways that effectively contributed to their military action."
"I suggest the leaders of the Houthis to see, to understand and remember: Whoever raises a hand against the state of Israel, his hand will be cut off. Whoever harms us, will be harmed sevenfold," Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said. 
Rebel-held Hodeida, about 145 kilometers (90 miles) southwest of Sanaa, has been key for food shipments into Yemen as its decade-long war has gone on. There's also longstanding suspicion that weapons from Iran have been transferred through the port. 

    


The strikes happened just after Israel's military said that its air force intercepted a missile launched from Yemen before it entered the country's territory. The waves of strikes on Yemen early Thursday weren't a direct response to the missile hit, said a military official, but rather a planned response to months of Houthi aggression. Israel's fighter jets were already in the air when the missile was launched.
"Rocket and missile sirens were sounded following the possibility of falling debris from the interception," the Israeli military said. Sirens sounded near Tel Aviv and the surrounding areas, and a large explosion was heard overhead at the time. 
Following an investigation, the military said that the missile's warhead fell on a school building in Ramat Gan, a suburb of Tel Aviv. The warhead exploded, collapsing the building, the military said. 
The military official said that the Houthis have fired more than 200 missiles and UAVs, or unmanned aerial vehicles, at Israel since Oct. 7, 2023. 

    


Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree, a Houthi military spokesman, claimed the attack hours later in a prerecorded video statement, saying the rebels fired two of its "Palestine" ballistic missiles at Israel.
Israel previously struck Hodeida and its oil infrastructure in July after a Houthi drone attack killed one person and wounded 10 in Tel Aviv. In September, Israel struck Hodeida again, killing at least four people after a rebel missile targeted Israel's Ben Gurion airport as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was arriving back to the country.
American forces have also launched a series of strikes on the Houthis over nearly a year because of Houthi attacks on shipping in the Red Sea corridor. On Monday, the U.S. military's Central Command said that it hit "a key command-and-control facility" operated by the Houthis in Sanaa, later identified as the al-Ardi complex once home to the government's Defense Ministry.

    


But Israel appears to have carried out Thursday's strikes alone. A U.S. military official, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss the attacks, said that Washington had no part in them. While the U.S. has carried out strikes on the Houthis in the past, it's also balancing the desires of Saudi Arabia to reach a permanent ceasefire in its stalemated war with the rebels. 
The Houthis have targeted about 100 merchant vessels with missiles and drones since the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip started in October 2023 after Hamas' surprise attack on Israel that killed 1,200 people and saw 250 others taken hostage. 
Israel's grinding offensive in Gaza has killed more than 45,000 Palestinians, local health officials say. The tally doesn't distinguish between combatants and civilians.
The Houthis have seized one vessel and sunk two in a campaign that has also killed four sailors. Other missiles and drones have either been intercepted by separate U.S.- and European-led coalitions in the Red Sea or failed to reach their targets, which have also included Western military vessels.
The rebels maintain that they target ships linked to Israel, the U.S. or the United Kingdom to force an end to Israel's campaign against Hamas in Gaza. However, many of the ships attacked have little or no connection to the conflict, including some bound for Iran.
The Houthis have battled the Saudi-led coalition in the wider Yemen war, which has killed more than 150,000 people, including civilians. The conflict also has created one of the world's worst humanitarian disasters that's believed to have killed tens of thousands more.

But the Houthis are still standing even as Israel's campaign against Hamas and Hezbollah has decimated those militant groups. Meanwhile, Israel and Iran have exchanged direct fire while the government of Syria, an enemy of Israel since its founding in 1948, collapsed in the face of a rebel advance as the region's wars have upended Iran's network of allied proxy groups.
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    > Follow live updates on federal funding negotiations as a government shutdown looms.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump delivered a likely death blow to bipartisan congressional budget negotiations, rejecting the measure as full of giveaways to Democrats after billionaire ally Elon Musk whipped up outrage toward the bill and cheered on Republican lawmakers who announced their opposition.
Trump's joint statement Wednesday with Vice President-elect JD Vance stopped the bill in its tracks and punctuated a torrent of social media posts by Musk attacking the legislation for what he described as excessive spending. 
"Stop the steal of your tax dollars!" Musk wrote on his social media platform X as he dangled primary challenges against anyone who voted for the budget deal, a threat Trump later echoed in a post of his own.
The episode showcased the growing political influence of Musk, whom Trump has selected alongside entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy to spearhead the Department of Government Efficiency, a nongovernmental task force formed to find ways to fire federal workers, cut programs and reduce regulations. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Trump brings chaos back to Washington by attempting to kill bipartisan budget deal with Musk's help
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports President-elect Donald Trump has sunk a deal to keep the government funded days before a shutdown deadline.

    


    


Rep. Andy Barr, a Republican from Kentucky, said his office was flooded with calls from constituents. 




"My phone was ringing off the hook," he said. "The people who elected us are listening to Elon Musk."
In his statement with Vance, Trump said Republicans should restart negotiations over the legislation, arguing that "anything else is a betrayal of our country." He also called for including an extension of the debt ceiling while President Joe Biden is in office.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Increasing the debt ceiling is not great but we'd rather do it on Biden's watch," they said. "If Democrats won't cooperate on a debt ceiling increase now, what makes anyone think they would do it in June during our administration? Let's have this debate over the debt ceiling now."
Trump's opposition to what was considered must-pass legislation reinjected a sense of uncertainty and political brinkmanship that was reminiscent of his first term in office. It was a dramatic turn of events for House Speaker Mike Johnson, who negotiated the bill and has been undermined by Trump as he faces reelection for his post in just a couple of weeks. Republicans have a slim majority, raising the possibility of a replay of leadership disputes that paralyzed the House a year ago. 

    


Many lawmakers were in the middle of holiday and year-end celebrations with staff when Trump came out against the legislation.
"I've been here 14 years, OK? So nothing up here surprises me anymore," said Rep. Steve Womack, a senior Republican appropriator from Arkansas. "We shouldn't be in this mess."
The Biden administration criticized the possibility of a shutdown. 
"Republicans need to stop playing politics with this bipartisan agreement or they will hurt hardworking Americans and create instability across the country," said White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre. 
Grover Norquist, president of Americans for Tax Reform and a veteran of Washington's budget battles, was concerned about the lack of a clear plan for resolving the dispute.

    


"There's got to be a second part of the strategy," he said. 
Norquist has been enthusiastic about Musk's ability to generate public attention for efforts to reduce the size of government. But he suggested that the owner of a space rocket company wasn't the right person to spearhead a congressional spending debate. 
"He doesn't know politics like he knows physics," he said.
But others were thrilled with Musk's involvement. 
"In five years in Congress, I've been awaiting a fundamental change in the dynamic," posted Rep. Dan Bishop, a Republican from North Carolina. "It has arrived."
Musk began criticizing the measure as soon as it was released Tuesday evening, and he continuously posted about it Wednesday.
"Any member of the House or Senate who votes for this outrageous spending bill deserves to be voted out in 2 years!" he wrote. He also called it "one of the worst bills ever written."

Sometimes Musk amplified false claims, such as the idea that the legislation included $3 billion for a new football stadium in Washington. In reality, the legislation would transfer ownership of the land from the federal government to the city, paving the way for eventual development. 

    


Musk appeared emboldened by the experience.
"The voice of the people was heard," Musk wrote. "This was a good day for America."
Democratic House leader Hakeem Jeffries said the fallout would be Republicans' fault. 
"You break the bipartisan agreement, you own the consequences that follow," he wrote on X. 
___
Associated Press writer Farnoush Amiri contributed to this report. 
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            Police in Madison believe multiple factors prompted a 15-year-old student to open fire at a private Christian school. A crowd of several hundred people gathered in Wisconsin as the community mourns. (AP Video by Mark Vancleave)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 14 | 
            Police have searched the home of the shooter who killed two and injured others at a private Christian school in Madison, Wisconsin. (AP Video: Mark Vancleave)
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            Investigators in Wisconsin are trying to determine a motive for a shooting that killed a teacher and a student and wounded others. Madison police chief said Tuesday it appears to be a "combination of factors."
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Supporters sign crosses during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Madison Police chief Shon F. Barnes speaks at a news conference Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Dan Beazley stands with the homemade cross he brought from Michigan for victims of a shooting at Abundant Life Christian School Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)
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            Police tape remained after a shooting Monday at Abundant Life Christian School on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 in Madison, Wis. (AP photo/Mark Vancleave)
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Flowers and candles are placed outside the Abundant Life Christian School Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024 in Madison, Wis., following a shooting on Monday. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            People put flowers outside the Abundant Life Christian School Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024 in Madison, Wis., following a shooting on Monday. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Madison Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway speaks at a news conference Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                    Police have searched the home of the shooter who killed two and injured others at a private Christian school in Madison, Wisconsin. (AP Video: Mark Vancleave)
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                                    Investigators in Wisconsin are trying to determine a motive for a shooting that killed a teacher and a student and wounded others. Madison police chief said Tuesday it appears to be a "combination of factors."
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Supporters sign crosses during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Madison Police chief Shon F. Barnes speaks at a news conference Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Dan Beazley stands with the homemade cross he brought from Michigan for victims of a shooting at Abundant Life Christian School Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)
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            Police tape remained after a shooting Monday at Abundant Life Christian School on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 in Madison, Wis. (AP photo/Mark Vancleave)
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                                    Police tape remained after a shooting Monday at Abundant Life Christian School on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 in Madison, Wis. (AP photo/Mark Vancleave)
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Flowers and candles are placed outside the Abundant Life Christian School Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024 in Madison, Wis., following a shooting on Monday. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            People put flowers outside the Abundant Life Christian School Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024 in Madison, Wis., following a shooting on Monday. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Madison Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway speaks at a news conference Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- The shooter who killed a student and teacher at a religious school in Wisconsin brought two guns to the school and was in contact with a man in California who authorities say was planning to attack a government building, according to authorities and court documents that became public Wednesday.
Police were still investigating why the 15-year-old student at Abundant Life Christian School in Madison shot and killed a fellow student and teacher on Monday before shooting herself, Madison Police Chief Shon Barnes said. Two other students who were shot remained in critical condition on Wednesday.
"We may never know what she was thinking that day, but we'll do our best to try to add or give as much information to our public as possible," Barnes said.
A California judge, meanwhile, issued a restraining order Tuesday under California's gun red flag law against a 20-year-old Carlsbad man. The order requires the man to turn his guns and ammunition into police within 48 hours unless an officer asks for them sooner because he poses an immediate danger to himself and others. 

    


According to the order, the man told FBI agents that he had been messaging Natalie Rupnow, the Wisconsin shooter, about attacking a government building with a gun and explosives. The order doesn't say what building he had targeted or when he planned to launch his attack. It also doesn't detail his interactions with Rupnow except to state that the man was plotting a mass shooting with her.


The student who was killed in Monday's school shooting was identified in an obituary released Wednesday as Rubi Patricia Vergara, 14, of Madison. She was a freshman at the school and "an avid reader, loved art, singing and playing keyboard in the family worship band," according to the obituary. The Associated Press' attempts to reach the girl's family by phone and email on Wednesday evening were unsuccessful.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Dane County medical examiner Wednesday evening identified the teacher who was killed as 42-year-old Erin Michelle West, after initially identifying her as Michelle E. West. A man who answered the phone at a number listed for West in public records hung up when reached by a reporter Wednesday evening. 

    


The school's communication director, Barbara Wiers, said in a statement Wednesday evening that Vergara had attended the school since kindergarten. 
West worked as a substitute teacher for three years before accepting a position as the school's substitute coordinator and an in-building substitute teacher, Wiers said. 
"Our hearts are heavy with these losses," Wiers wrote in an email to The Associated Press. 
Police, with the assistance of the FBI, were scouring online records and other resources and speaking with the shooter's parents and classmates in an attempt to determine a motive for the shooting, Barnes said.
Police don't know if anyone was targeted in the attack or if the attack had been planned in advance, the chief said.
"I do not know if if she planned it that day or if she planned it a week prior," Barnes said. "To me, bringing a gun to school to hurt people is planning. And so we don't know what the premeditation is."

    


While Rupnow had two handguns, Barnes said he does not know how she obtained them and he declined to say who purchased them, citing the ongoing investigation. 
No decisions have been made about whether Rupnow's parents might be charged in relation to the shooting, but they have been cooperating, Barnes said.
Online court records show no criminal cases against her father, Jeffrey Rupnow, or her mother, Mellissa Rupnow. They are divorced and shared custody of their daughter, but she primarily lived with her father, according to court documents. Divorce records indicate that Natalie was in therapy in 2022, but don't say why.
The school shooting was the latest among dozens across the U.S. in recent years, including especially deadly ones in Newtown, Connecticut, Parkland, Florida, and Uvalde, Texas.
But the Wisconsin shooting stands out because school shootings by teenage females have been extremely rare in the U.S., with males in their teens and 20s carrying out the majority of them, said David Riedman, founder of the K-12 School Shooting Database.
Abundant Life is a nondenominational Christian school that offers prekindergarten classes through high school. About 420 students attend the institution. 

    


___

This story has been updated to correct the name of the teacher killed to Erin Michelle West, according to the medical examiner's office, which initially identified her as Michelle E. West. It has also been updated to correct the day the restraining order was issued against the California man.
___
Foley reported from Iowa City, Iowa.
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Separated for decades, Assad's fall spurs hope for families split by Golan Heights buffer zone

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    When Israel seized the strategic Golan Heights from Syria in 1967, many families were separated by a buffer zone created between the Israeli-controlled region and the rest of Syria. Some families in Majdal Shams, a mountain town populated by members of the Druze religious community, haven't seen their loved ones in decades. But the fall of Syrian President Bashar Assad has spurred hope that family meetings might be allowed.
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                                        MAJDAL SHAMS, Golan Heights (AP) -- The four sisters gathered by the side of the road, craning their necks to peer far beyond the razor wire-reinforced fence snaking across the mountain. One took off her jacket and waved it slowly above her head.
In the distance, a tiny white speck waved frantically from the hillside.
"We can see you!" Soha Safadi exclaimed excitedly on her cellphone. She paused briefly to wipe away tears that had begun to flow. "Can you see us too?"
The tiny speck on the hill was Soha's sister, Sawsan. Separated by war and occupation, they hadn't seen each other in person for 22 years.
The six Safadi sisters belong to the Druze community, one of the Middle East's most insular religious minorities. Its population is spread across Syria, Lebanon, Israel and the Golan Heights, a rocky plateau that Israel seized from Syria in 1967 and annexed in 1981. The U.S. is the only country to recognize Israel's control; the rest of the world considers the Golan Heights occupied Syrian territory.
Israel's seizure of the Golan Heights split families apart.
Five of the six Safadi sisters and their parents live in Majdal Shams, a Druze town next to the buffer zone created between the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights and Syria. But the sixth, 49-year-old Sawsan, married a man from Jaramana, a town on the outskirts of the Syrian capital, Damascus, 27 years ago and has lived in Syria ever since. They have land in the buffer zone, where they grow olives and apples and also maintain a small house.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
With very few visits allowed to relatives over the years, a nearby hill was dubbed "Shouting Hill," where families would gather on either side of the fence and use loudspeakers to speak to each other.
The practice declined as the internet made video calls widely accessible, while the Syrian war that began in 2011 made it difficult for those on the Syrian side to reach the buffer zone. 
But since the Dec. 8 fall of Syrian President Bashar Assad's regime, families like the Safadis, are starting to revive the practice. They cling to hope, however faint, that regime change will herald a loosening of restrictions between the Israeli-controlled area and Syria that have kept them from their loved ones for so long.
"It was something a bit different. You see her in person. It feels like you could be there in two minutes by car," Soha Safadi, 51, said Wednesday after seeing the speck that was her sister on the hill. "This is much better, much better."
Since Assad's fall, the sisters have been coming to the fence every day to see Sawsan. They make arrangements by phone for a specific time, and then make a video call while also trying to catch a glimpse of each other across the hill.
"She was very tiny, but I could see her," Soha Safadi said. "There were a lot of mixed feelings -- sadness, joy and hope. And God willing, God willing, soon, soon, we will see her" in person.
After Assad fell, the Israeli military pushed through the buffer zone and into Syria proper. It has captured Mount Hermon, Syria's tallest mountain, known as Jabal al Sheikh in Arabic, on the slopes of which lies Majdal Shams. The buffer zone is now a hive of military and construction activity, and Sawsan can't come close to the fence.
While it is far too early to say whether years of hostile relations between the two countries will improve, the changes in Syria have sparked hope for divided families that maybe, just maybe, they might be able to meet again.
"This thing gave us a hope ... that we can see each other. That all the people in the same situation can meet their families," said another sister, 53-year-old Amira Safadi.
Yet seeing Sawsan across the hill, just a short walk away, is also incredibly painful for the sisters. 
They wept as they waved, and cried even more when their sister put their nephew, 24-year-old Karam, on the phone. They have only met him once, during a family reunion in Jordan. He was 2 years old.

"It hurts, it hurts, it hurts in the heart," Amira Safadi said. "It's so close and far at the same time. It is like she is here and we cannot reach her, we cannot hug her."
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Senate passes defense bill that will raise troop pay and aims to counter China's power
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            The Department of Defense logo is seen on the wall in the Press Briefing room at the Pentagon on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)
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            Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., prays during a U.S. Capitol Hanukkah event with a ceremonial Menorah lighting to commemorate the upcoming eight-day festival of Hanukkah on Capitol Hill Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)
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        Senate passes defense bill that will raise troop pay and aims to counter China's power
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Senate passed a defense bill Wednesday that authorizes significant pay raises for junior enlisted service members, aims to counter China's growing power and boosts overall military spending to $895 billion while also stripping coverage of transgender medical treatments for children of military members.
The annual defense authorization bill usually gains strong bipartisan support and has not failed to pass Congress in nearly six decades, but the Pentagon policy measure in recent years has become a battleground for cultural issues. Republicans this year sought to tack on to the legislation priorities for social conservatives, contributing to a months-long negotiation over the bill and a falloff in support from Democrats.
Still, the bill passed comfortably 85-14, sending it to President Joe Biden. Eleven senators who caucus with Democrats, as well as three Republicans, voted against the legislation.

    


The bill "isn't perfect, but it still includes some very good things that Democrats fought for," said Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., in a floor speech. "It has strong provisions to stand up against the Chinese Communist Party here on a national security basis."




In the House, a majority of Democrats voted against the bill last week after House Speaker Mike Johnson insisted on adding the provision to ban the military health system from providing transgender medical care for children. The legislation easily passed by a vote of 281-140.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Senate Republican leaders argued that its 1% increase for defense spending was not enough, especially at a time of global unrest and challenges to American dominance. Senate Republicans had argued for a generational boost to defense spending this year, but are planning another push for more defense funding once they control the White House and Congress next year.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Senate passes defense bill that will raise troop pay and aims to counter China's power
    

    
    
    In remarks, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer says the Senate will continue its tradition of passing the defense spending bill.

    

"We are currently experiencing the most dangerous national security moments since World War II," said Republican Sen. Roger Wicker, who will chair the Senate Armed Services Committee next year. He has pushed for larger boosts to defense funding that would break spending caps that were agreed to in the bipartisan deal to suspend the nation's debt ceiling last year.

    


The annual defense authorization bill directs key Pentagon policy, but it would still need to be backed up with an appropriations package.
Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky said in a floor speech this week that without the topline increase "major bill provisions like a pay raise for enlisted servicemembers will come at the expense of investments in the critical weapons systems and munitions that deter conflict and keep them safe."
The legislation provides for a 14.5% pay raise for junior enlisted service members and a 4.5% increase for others. Lawmakers said those were key to improving the quality of life of service members at a time when many military families rely on food banks and other government assistance programs to make ends meet.
"It includes major quality of life improvements, enhancing things like childcare, housing, medical services, employment support for military spouses and much more," said Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.I., who chairs the Senate Armed Services Committee.

    


Tucked into the defense bill was also a provision to eliminate a roughly $100-a-month cut in unemployment and sickness benefits for the some 200,000 rail workers nationwide. The benefits are entirely paid for through workers' wages, but got caught up in previous budget cuts. In a rare move, the railroads joined with their unions to lobby for the change.
The legislation also directs resources towards a more confrontational approach to China, including establishing a fund that could be used to send military resources to Taiwan in much the same way that the U.S. has backed Ukraine. It also invests in new military technologies, including artificial intelligence, and bolsters the U.S. production of ammunition.
The U.S. has also moved in recent years to ban the military from purchasing Chinese products, and the defense bill extended that with prohibitions on Chinese goods from garlic in military commissaries to drone technology.

    


The Chinese foreign ministry responded to that move last week by calling the bans laughable.
"I don't think it could ever occur to garlic that it would pose a 'major threat' to the U.S.," said Mao Ning, a ministry spokeswoman. "From drones to cranes, from refrigerators to garlic, more and more Chinese-made products have been accused by the US of 'posing national security risks'. But has the US shown any reliable evidence or rationale to back up those accusations?"
But in Congress, Republican and Democratic lawmakers have been mostly united in their stance that China is a rising threat. Instead, it was culture war issues that divided lawmakers on the bill, which took months to negotiate.

    


The Republican-controlled House had passed a version of the bill in June that would have banned the Defense Department's policy of reimbursing costs for service members who travel to another state for an abortion, ended gender affirming care for transgender troops and weeded out diversity initiatives in the military.
Most of those provisions did not make it into the final package, though Republicans are expecting Donald Trump to make sweeping changes to Pentagon policy when he enters office in January.
The bill also still prohibits funding for teaching critical race theory in the military and prohibits TRICARE health plans from covering gender dysphoria treatment for children under 18 if that treatment could result in "sterilization."
Mike Zamore, the director of policy and government affairs at the American Civil Liberties Union, urged Biden to veto the bill, saying it was "forcing thousands of active-duty service members to choose between their careers in the military and the future of their transgender children."
In a floor speech, Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., said she has always voted for the NDAA, but would not do so this year. She said that the policy change for transgender children would affect between 6,000 and 7,000 families, according to estimates her office has received.

"The NDAA has embodied the idea that there is more that brings us together than separates us, that our service members and national defense are not to be politicized. That we put our country over a party when the chips are on the table," she said. "Unfortunately, this year that was ignored -- all to gut the rights of our service members to get the health care they need for their children."
___
Associated Press writers Didi Tang in Washington and Josh Funk in Omaha, Nebraska, contributed to this report.
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            China's President Xi Jinping, right, speaks upon his arrival at the airport in Macao, China, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, ahead of celebrations marking the 25th anniversary of the casino city's return to Chinese rule. (Eduardo Leal/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Heavy traffic outside the Casino Lisboa in Macao on Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Kanis Leung)
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            Tourists take photos outside the Grand Lisboa casino on Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Kanis Leung)
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            The Grand Lisboa casino, center, is seen during the Chinese National Day holidays in Macao, on Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Bertha Wang, File)
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            Daniel Chao makes a drink at his coffee shop in Macao on Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Kanis Leung)
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            Mainland Chinese tourists take photos in front of a Christmas installation in Macao's historic Senado Square on Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Kanis Leung)
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            Mainland Chinese tourists take photos in front of the Ruins of St. Paul's in Macao on Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Kanis Leung)
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            Tourists walk past a street decorated with Chinese national flags and Macao regional flags in Macao on Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Kanis Leung)
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            Tourists take photos in front of an installation that marks the 25th anniversary of Macao's handover to Chinese rule in Macao on Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Kanis Leung)
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            Mainland Chinese tourists take photos in front of a Christmas installation in Macao's historic Senado Square on Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Kanis Leung)
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            Daniel Chao visits one of his childhood homes in Macao on Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Kanis Leung)
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            Daniel Chao, left, drinks from a cup at his coffee shop in Macao on Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Kanis Leung)
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            China's President Xi Jinping and his wife Peng Liyuan wave as they arrive at the airport in Macao, China, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, ahead of celebrations marking the 25th anniversary of the casino city's return to Chinese rule. (Eduardo Leal/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Tourists take photos outside the Grand Lisboa casino on Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Kanis Leung)
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            The Grand Lisboa casino, center, is seen during the Chinese National Day holidays in Macao, on Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Bertha Wang, File)
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                                        MACAO (AP) -- When Portugal returned its colony Macao to China in 1999, coffee shop owner Daniel Chao was a first grader living in a different world. 
Since then his sleepy hometown has transformed into a bustling gaming hub lined with glittering casinos. Its once quiet streets are now jammed with tourist buses. But the growing wealth of the city dubbed the "Las Vegas of the East" has not brought qualities of sustainable development such as economic diversity and high civic participation. 
"What was once a relaxed, free place in my childhood has become a place that is crowded and highly commercialized," said Chao.
Macao will mark the 25th anniversary of its return to Chinese rule on Friday. Chinese President Xi Jinping is visiting the city for three days and the city is festooned with celebratory banners and other decorations. A fireworks display is planned for next week. 

    


Since 1999, the city of 687,000 has transformed from a monopoly-driven gambling enclave into the world's biggest gaming hub, packed with mainland Chinese tourists. Its GDP per person has more than quadrupled to $68,000, roughly on a par with Denmark and Australia and surpassing Hong Kong's of about $50,000. 




China rules Macao under a "one country, two systems" arrangement similar to its governance of Hong Kong, a former British colony. Macao is the only Chinese city where casino gambling is legal and it has resorts run by affiliates of the American gaming giants MGM Resorts, Las Vegas Sands and Wynn Resorts. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Since Macao opened its casino market following the handover to Beijing, its economy has grown to $46 billion in 2023 from $6.5 billion in 1999, despite economic slumps during the COVID-19 pandemic and a crackdown on the junkets that have facilitated visits by high-roller gamblers from elsewhere.
The economic growth has come at a cost. 
Chao's mother worked at a casino job that brought better pay and a bigger apartment, but also stress and irregular hours. He remembers doing homework at 5 a.m., after her night shift. When he was working as a teacher, his students often went to sleep late or had to rely on paid tutors because their parents also worked casino shifts.

    


The city's tourism boom has brought years of easy money that gave its businesses scant incentive to strive to improve their products or services and develop the resilience needed to overcome the hard times of the pandemic and competition from mainland Chinese products, Chao and some other residents said.
Chao has considered leaving the city, but opted to stay.
"Leaving must come at a heavy price," he said, adding that "it seems Macao isn't exactly unlivable yet." 
The ruling Communist Party's agenda for Macao now holds sway, with city leaders often referring to national plans. That's a marked shift from the past, when the city rarely felt any direct impact from Beijing, said Ieong Meng U, a professor at the government and public administration department of the University of Macao. 
He expects Macao to become increasingly integrated with nearby Guangdong province over the next decade, following plans to promote tourism, Chinese medicine, finance, technology and exhibitions. 

    


China has designated a special zone on Hengqin island in neighboring Zhuhai city, jointly run by Guangdong and Macao, that is planned to have about 120,000 Macao residents by 2035. 
The closer economic ties have coincided with more intrusive political controls, especially after huge anti-government protests in Hong Kong in 2019 that led Beijing to crack down on virtually all public dissent.
A vigil commemorating China's bloody 1989 military crackdown on the Tiananmen Square pro-democracy protests was banned. Pro-democracy figures were barred from running in Macao's 2021 legislative elections. Last year, the city toughened its national security law. In November, Macao Journalists Association expressed concerns over signs of declining press freedom, saying some local media outlets have been asked to withdraw their articles due to political pressure.
Activist Jason Chao, no relation to Daniel Chao, decided to leave. 

    


After years of working to promote greater democracy, he grew frustrated by officials' lack of willingness to change and the tendency of Macao residents to rely on solving problems through seeking Beijing's help or personal connections rather than civic participation, a habit he says partly stems from the city's colonial heritage under Portuguese rule. 
"I exhausted the tactics I had learned at that time," Chao said. 
In 2017, Chao left to study overseas. He's now a director of a civil society organization serving Hong Kong immigrants in Britain.
Some older residents believe life has improved in the past quarter century.
Ka Man Chun, a retiree, likes the annual cash handouts, funded by gaming tax reserves, that the government has given residents since 2008. This year, each permanent resident received $1,240,

    


Ka says he feels safe since he steers clear of politics.
"25 years have passed, there's nothing really bad," he said. 
Macao's public security, economy and welfare have improved significantly from the colonial era, said Anna Ng, a flower shop owner in her 60s.
Though critics say Macao has failed to diversify its economy, Ng sees signs of progress in the city's growing exhibition industry and says she's found new opportunities in cultural and creative activities. 

Enid Ieong said she has grown bored with the city's limited choices for careers and leisure activities and wants to join her boyfriend in Hong Kong. She dreams of living in Hong Kong's Sai Kung, an area famous for its scenic beauty and beaches. 
Ieong mocked the annual cash handout as compensation for what she calls the psychological damage of living in a gaming hub.
"I feel like I was born in a grand mansion, but am only responsible for sweeping the floor," she said.
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            Sean Lennon appears at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party in Beverly Hills, Calif., on March 10, 2024. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            Singer John Lennon appears during a press conference at the Hotel Americana on May 13, 1968, in New York. (AP Photo, File)
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            Dave Mullins, left, and Sean Ono Lennon accept the award for best animated short for "War Is Over! Inspired by the Music of John & Yoko" during the Oscars on March 10, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            Yoko Ono, wife of the late John Lennon, left, and their son Sean Lennon arrive at the 56th annual Grammy Awards in Los Angeles on Jan. 26, 2014. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            Singer John Lennon appears during a press conference at the Hotel Americana on May 13, 1968, in New York. (AP Photo, File)
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            Dave Mullins, left, and Sean Ono Lennon accept the award for best animated short for "War Is Over! Inspired by the Music of John & Yoko" during the Oscars on March 10, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            Yoko Ono, wife of the late John Lennon, left, and their son Sean Lennon arrive at the 56th annual Grammy Awards in Los Angeles on Jan. 26, 2014. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Only recently given stewardship over his late father's work, Sean Ono Lennon is on a remarkable run.
The only child of John Lennon and Yoko Ono won an Academy Award this year for a short film based on his parents' 1971 song "Happy Christmas (War is Over")" and, a few months later, was nominated for his first-ever Grammy, for producing a box set on the album "Mind Games," originally released in 1973.
"It feels overwhelming and surreal," said Lennon, who also recently shared a Webby Award with his mother for Ono's interactive art project "Wish Tree."
For Lennon, who was 5 when the former Beatle was murdered in 1980, the work is a way to connect with his father. It's more than a preservation mission: On "Mind Games," he takes artistic license, pulling apart the recordings of John Lennon's music to create something entirely new.

    


Lennon was inspired, in part, by another Beatle offspring, Dhani Harrison, who helped repackage his own father's "All Things Must Pass." Dhani Harrison is also behind this fall's reissue of his dad's "Living in the Material World," but that experience is nothing like what Lennon did with "Mind Games."


Besides the music, the innovative box is modeled after one of his mother's art pieces and filled with art reproductions, hidden music, video, messages and puzzles, some only visible through an ultraviolet light that is included -- "mind games," remember? The deluxe box retails for $1,350, but there are less expensive options.

    


Learning what his father meant to others by hearings fans sing through the window
Lennon, 49, knew his father was a musician before he died; the boy tagged along to the studio for some "Double Fantasy" sessions. But truly understanding his impact came later, like when he'd hear fans singing his father's music outside their New York apartment on the Oct. 9 birthday they shared. "It was pretty clear to me that wasn't happening with my friends," he said.
His father's music played constantly around the house, and learning to play those songs launched his own journey to become a musician.
"I think I would have rebelled more against my dad's -- and my mom's -- music if I had grown up with my dad in the house and I had been angry at him or rebelled against him," he told The Associated Press. "Because he wasn't around, I've always really cherished the music as sort of a living part of him."
He inherited the job of keeping his father's music alive for new generations when his mom, now 91, retired.
In liner notes for "Mind Games," Lennon explains that "the only meaningful way that I can show my love to him" is to work hard on his music and keep it in the culture's consciousness. That's poignant, and maybe a little sad. Does Lennon really have to prove to anyone that he loves his father?
"What else can I do in this Earth to express my love and reverence for my father than to do an incredibly meticulous job of taking care of his music?" he said. "I can't actually think of anything else, other than taking care of my mother, which I try to do as well."
That reverence for his elders came from his mother, he believes. When his Japanese grandparents came over to the U.S. "it was like the president was visiting," he recalled.

    


Only after he began the "Mind Games" project did Lennon learn that the album wasn't particularly well-regarded when it was released. He found an interview where even John Lennon considered it a transition from a period of political activism to being a musician again. The title song was its only hit.
That attitude lingers, judging by an online site called "Brutally Honest Rock Album Reviews." In an unsigned review, the author said the "Mind Games" reissue defines overkill. "You can now own and forever cherish six different versions of songs that were unmemorable at best and a complete waste of time at worst."

    


Motivated to make people take a second look at "Mind Games"
That only motivated Lennon to work harder, and led to a bold artistic decision. Part of the reason the album didn't really connect was because it wasn't promoted well or supported by concerts, he said. But he also described the original album mix as thin and not doing justice to the music.
Using the original recordings, he constructed new versions of the songs, sometimes emphasizing different instruments. He sought a warmer, more direct sound reminiscent of Lennon's "Plastic Ono Band" album -- most visibly on "Aisumasen (I'm Sorry)," one of a handful of compositions reflecting marital turmoil that presaged Lennon's notorious "lost weekend" separation from Ono.
Different versions of the title cut also show Sean's approach. There's the original "Mind Games," with a distinctive chiming sound that drives the melody. That's stripped away in a new mix where a reggae guitar lick becomes audible. An organ-dominated instrumental sounds like a church hymn. There are other outtakes, some with alternate lyrics and one with a snippet of "Make Love, Not War," a song fragment dating back to the Beatles that the author repurposed.

    


He didn't have a trove of unheard material to mine, other than Lennon's demo of "I'm the Greatest," a song he gave to Beatle mate Ringo Starr.
In some of the new versions, Sean goes beyond remixing or revealing outtakes to imposing his own artistic vision over his father's.
"There are some people who feel that it's taking liberties, and I guess it technically is," Lennon said. "The way I look at it is, if I'm going to do the best job I can, the only way I can do that is to follow my heart and make it sound the best that it can sound. If that means maybe turning down an instrument a lot in a certain section because I don't think it's helping, then I'm going to do that."
For anyone who wants the original versions, they're readily available.
"It's very forensic work," he said. "I'm not worried about what someone else is going to think. I'm just in there trying to do good by my dad, and I really feel that I know how to do good by him, because I know his music better than I know anybody else's music."
His father's human moments that inspired his son as a musician
As a musician, he relates to moments where his father expresses vulnerability, like an interview where John described "Intuition" as a good song where he didn't nail the lyrics. The "Get Back" film of recording sessions for the "Let it Be" album showed the Beatles as humans who didn't hand songs down from Mount Olympus.
Next on the docket is a film resurrection of the "One to One" concerts involving his father and a reissue of the "Walls and Bridges" album. Sean, who lives and works in New York and is involved in a longtime relationship with musician and model Kemp Muhl, released his own album, "Asterisms," this year.
Told he sounded like his father when singing forcefully, Lennon practically whispered lyrics on his early albums. He hated the way he sounded, but didn't want to deal with the comparisons. He doesn't hold back anymore. "Now I'm too old to care," he said.
"I didn't get into music because I had some great talent or something," he said. "I got into it because my dad was this famous musician and playing his songs and learning his music made me feel closer to him."
____

David Bauder writes about the intersection of media and entertainment for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
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            Kansas Attorney General Kris Kobach pauses during an interview with The Associated Press about how he's advising President-elect Donald Trump's transition team on immigration issues, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in his office in Topeka, Kan. (AP Photo/John Hanna)
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            Kansas Attorney General Kris Kobach, who's informally advising President-elect Donald Trump's transition team, discusses immigration issues during an interview with The Associated Press, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in his office in Topeka, Kan. (AP Photo/John Hanna)
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            From left, Republican Attorneys General Drew Wrigley of North Dakota, Kris Kobach of Kansas and Marty Jackley of South Dakota speak to reporters after a hearing in federal court in Bismarck, N.D., on Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)
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                                        TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) -- A Kansas official who is an informal adviser to President-elect Donald Trump's transition team on immigration issues doesn't expect mass deportations to prompt arrests of migrants at sensitive locations such as schools and churches. 
But Kansas Attorney General Kris Kobach does expect Trump to take action that will spark a legal challenge over the citizenship status of children born in the U.S. to immigrants living in the country illegally. He also expects Trump to encourage local and state law enforcement officers to help with efforts to arrest and detain migrants.
Kobach has for two decades been one of the most influential lawyers in the Republican movement to restrict illegal immigration. He is also a longtime Trump supporter who could be a key ally given federal immigration authorities' need for state and local cooperation to carry out Trump's promise of the largest deportation operation in U.S. history. 
He said Wednesday that he's in regular contact with Trump's team, including Tom Homan, Trump's pick for border czar, and Stephen Miller, incoming deputy White House chief of staff for policy. He made his comments during an interview with The Associated Press. Here are excerpts:

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Is it realistic to try to remove millions of immigrants?
Critics of Trump's mass deportation plans argue that he's promising to remove millions of immigrants from the U.S. and that's logistically not possible. But Kobach and other Trump allies think only a portion of those migrants would have to be deported for the effort to succeed.
KOBACH: "Once there's a massive enforcement effort going on, then a lot of people start leaving on their own."
"You can put a multiplier on that number, and it'll be a much greater number. They will start leaving on their own because they don't want to get arrested. They want to leave on their own terms, and so I don't know -- we don't know -- what that multiplier number is going to be, but there will be one."

    


What about arrests at sensitive locations?
Immigrant rights advocates worry the Trump administration will rescind a longstanding policy of avoiding arrests of migrants at sensitive locations such as schools, hospitals and houses of worship.
KOBACH: "I haven't heard this. ... First of all, I don't think that you are likely to see K-12 students being arrested. It's going to be the adults that are going to be the focus of the removals."
"There are some places that are better to make an arrest than others. There are reasons why the policy of a police department is different with regard to a high-speed chase in a neighborhood versus a high-speed chase on a highway. So I think they're probably going to have to make decisions as to which ones involve the least risk to the public."
Is an attempt to end birthright citizenship coming?
Birthright citizenship means that anyone born in the U.S. is a citizen, whatever the legal status of their parents. Trump has promised to end it, though others say the 14th Amendment enshrines it in the U.S. Constitution. 
KOBACH: "Whatever the Trump administration does will certainly be litigated because it's one of those hot-button issues."
"I believe that the Trump administration has every intention of addressing this issue, in his second term." 

    


How would state and local officials help?
The Trump administration would need the help of state and local officials in its efforts to deport millions of immigrants living in the U.S. illegally. 
A provision in federal immigration law allows U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement to make agreements with state and law enforcement agencies to deputize and train officers to arrest migrants.
KOBACH: "They can provide a force multiplier to the federal government, and I think that is the biggest and best thing that the states and counties can do to help. ... The point is, it casts a daily net."
"I don't see how a massive deportation program can possibly succeed without it."

    


Where would immigrants be detained?
President Joe Biden's administration cut the number of beds that ICE had for detaining immigrants living in the U.S. illegally. However, in August, the agency issued requests for information about the potential for new detention centers in Arizona, California, New Mexico, Oregon and Washington, documents show. 
Trump could seek new contracts with counties to keep immigrants in their jails, and Kobach said he's previously worked as a lawyer for some Texas counties with bigger jails than they need for local offenders. 
KOBACH: "The Trump administration, the people in the immigration sphere, are well aware of this problem, and I've talked to them."

"A few of those (Texas) counties have a really big facility, jail, and the reason it's so big is they want to contract with other counties and with the federal government."
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            The man accused of killing UnitedHealthcare's CEO has been charged with murder as an act of terrorism, prosecutors said Tuesday as they worked to bring him to a New York court from a Pennsylvania jail. (AP video by Joseph Frederick)
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            Luigi Nicholas Mangione is escorted into Blair County Courthouse, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Hollidaysburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Gary M. Baranec)
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            Members of the New York police crime scene unit pick up cups marking the spots where bullets lie as they investigate the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            This booking photo released Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- New York prosecutors are using a 9/11-era anti-terrorism law in their case against the man charged with gunning down UnitedHealthcare's CEO outside a midtown Manhattan hotel. 
Luigi Mangione was indicted on charges of murder as an act of terrorism, under a state law that allows for stiffer sentences when a killing is aimed at terrifying civilians or influencing government. 
If it sounds like an unusual application of a terrorism law, it's not the first time the statute has been applied to a case that wasn't about cross-border extremism or a plot to kill masses of people.
Mangione is jailed on other charges in Pennsylvania, where he is scheduled to appear at an extradition hearing Thursday that could clear the way for him to be brought to New York.
Here are some things to know about the anti-terrorism law and the case surrounding the death of Brian Thompson. 

    


What does the law say? 
Mangione is charged with first-degree and second-degree murder counts that specifically refer to a New York law that addresses terrorism. Essentially an add-on to existing criminal statutes, it says that an underlying offense constitutes "a crime of terrorism" if it's done "with intent to intimidate or coerce a civilian population, influence the policy of a unit of government by intimidation or coercion or affect the conduct of a unit of government by murder, assassination or kidnapping."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
What does it do? 
If a defendant is convicted, the "crime of terrorism" designation boosts the underlying offense into a more serious sentencing category. For example, an assault normally punishable by up to 25 years in prison would carry a potential life sentence. 
Mangione would face a possible life sentence if convicted. 
New York does not have the death penalty. The state's highest court threw out a capital punishment law in 2004. 

    


Why do prosecutors say the anti-terrorism law applies in UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson's killing?
Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg put it simply: "The intent was to sow terror." The Democratic prosecutor noted that the shooting unfolded early on a workday in a heavily trafficked business and tourist area, and he mentioned Mangione's writings, while declining to get more specific.
When arrested, the 26-year-old was carrying a handwritten letter that called health insurance companies "parasitic" and complained about corporate greed, according to a law enforcement bulletin obtained by The Associated Press. 
New York Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch has said Mangione also was carrying a gun that matched shell casings at the crime scene. Investigators say ammunition found near Thompson's body bore the words "delay," "deny" and "depose," mimicking a phrase some people use to decry insurers' practices.
Deputy Commissioner Rebecca Weiner said the reaction to Thompson's killing shows it fits within a law against violence designed to intimidate a civilian population. 
The shooting prompted a wave of public criticism of the health insurance industry. Much of it is people sharing stories and frustration, but there also have been "wanted" posters targeting other health care honchos. Concerned companies have taken top executives' biographies offline, canceled in-person shareholder meetings and even told employees to work from home temporarily. 

    


What does Mangione's side say?
His New York attorney, Karen Friedman Agnifilo, called the case "overcharged" in a statement Wednesday. The term is courthouse lingo for saying that prosecutors went too far.
Where did this law come from?
State lawmakers passed it in 2001, six days after the Sept. 11 attacks, saying the state needed "legislation that is specifically designed to combat the evils of terrorism" and that wasn't just for federal courts. Then-state Sen. Michael Balboni, who was among the law's leading proponents, recalls pointing out that many cases could come via state and local law enforcement officers, who far outnumbered federal agents in New York. 
Many other states passed similar laws around the same time, and Congress approved the Patriot Act. 

    


Has New York's anti-terror law been used before? 
There's no comprehensive count of cases where the anti-terrorism statute was used, because it can be layered onto many different types of charges, from weapons possession to murder. 
The specific first-degree murder "in furtherance of an act of terrorism" charge against Mangione has been the top count in only three other cases statewide, according to the Division of Criminal Justice Services. 
In New York City alone, over a half-dozen cases of various sorts have used the terror law, starting with the 2004 indictment of a Bronx gang member. He was accused of killing a 10-year-old girl and paralyzing a man at a christening party. 
Manhattan prosecutors got convictions or guilty pleas in cases including plots to bomb synagogues or open fire on their congregants; a plan to build pipe bombs to try to undermine public support for the U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan; alleged efforts to recruit support for the Islamic State group and to provide money and knives to Syrian extremists; and a white supremacist who killed a Black man because of racial hatred.
Friedman Agnifilo was a top deputy to Bragg's predecessor, Cyrus Vance Jr., when some of those cases were prosecuted. 

    


Are there limits on when the terror law applies? 
Lawmakers set the parameters broadly. The law doesn't say that cases have to involve mass casualties or international extremism, Balboni said in a telephone interview on Wednesday. 
"You're trying to prevent individuals in this country who want to change government and use extremism and violence to that end," whether what they want to change is foreign policy or health care industry regulation, said. 
Courts haven't set out overarching rules for when a case qualifies. However, the state's top court said the Bronx gang member's case did not. 
The high court overturned his conviction. Justices were skeptical that the shooting -- allegedly targeting a rival gang member -- was meant to intimidate the broader community. They also worried that the meaning of terrorism could be trivialized if "applied loosely in situations that do not match our collective understanding of what constitutes a terrorist act." 
The man, who denied involvement in the shooting, was retried on manslaughter and other charges. He was convicted and sentenced to 50 years in prison. 
Is Mangione charged with anything else? 

Yes. The indictment includes another second-degree murder charge that doesn't have the terrorism allegation, as well as eight weapons-possession counts. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/unitedhealthcare-ceo-killing-luigi-mangione-terrorism-law-7fcb28dcc0106c980b6ecf4aa9cf682f
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            French troops continue to arrive to join the relief effort on the French Indian Ocean Islands of Mayotte which were devastated by a cyclone last weekend. The cyclone was the deadliest storm to strike the territory in nearly a century.
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            Relatives of families struggling after Cyclone Chido ripped through the French island territory of Mayotte expressed helplessness Wednesday, a day before France's president and another 180 tons (163 tonnes) of aid were expected to arrive.
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            On the French island of Reunion, communities are coming together to help the people of cyclone devastated Mayotte. People have been donating food, water, clothes and other assistance. Some of that is being collected at a community centre called Mayotte House. (AP Video by Sam Mednick)
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            The French interior minister said on Monday that the French island of Mayotte had been "totally devastated" by Cyclone Chido.
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            A woman carrying her belongings walks past debris after Cyclone Chido in the Kaweni slum Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            Damage is seen in the Kaweni slum Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            This photo provided by the French Army shows a soldier unloading cans of food in the Indian Ocean French territory of Mayotte, Wednesday Dec.18, 2024, as the cyclone on Saturday was the deadliest storm to strike the territory in nearly a century. (D Piatacrrea, Etat Major des Armees/Legion Etrangere via AP)
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            This photo provided by the French Army shows soldiers lifting a collapsed barrier in the Indian Ocean French territory of Mayotte, Wednesday Dec.18, 2024, as the cyclone on Saturday was the deadliest storm to strike the territory in nearly a century. (D Piatacrrea, Etat Major des Armees/Legion Etrangere via AP)
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            People lineup to collect water Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            French troops arrive to give support Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 18 | 
            This undated satellite photo provided on Wednesday Dec. 18, 2024 by the Institut Geographique National (IGN), left, and the Centre National d'Etudes Spatiales (CNES) shows Mtsapere, before and after of the cyclone Chido in the Indian Ocean French territory of Mayotte. (IGN/CNES distributed by Airbus DS via AP)
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            People walk past debris in the Kaweni slum Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            This photo provided by the French Army shows residents queuing outside a military supplies center in the Indian Ocean French territory of Mayotte, Wednesday Dec.18, 2024, as the cyclone on Saturday was the deadliest storm to strike the territory in nearly a century. (D Piatacrrea, Etat Major des Armees/Legion Etrangere via AP)
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            Volunteers sort through donations for victims of cyclone Chido in Mayotte at the House of Mayotte, in Saint-Denis, Reunion Island, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            People bring goods for victims of cyclone Chido in Mayotte at the House of Mayotte, in Saint-Denis, Reunion Island, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            This photo provided by the French Interior Ministry shows French gendarmes unloading supplies in Koungou, in the Indian Ocean French territory of Mayotte, Wednesday Dec.18, 2024. (Ministere de l'Interieur/Gendarmerie Nationale via AP)
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            This undated satellite photo provided on Wednesday Dec. 18, 2024 by the Institut Geographique National (IGN), left, and the Centre National d'Etudes Spatiales (CNES) shows the port of Mamoudzou, before and after of the cyclone Chido in the Indian Ocean French territory of Mayotte. (IGN/CNES distributed by Airbus DS via AP)
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            People walk past debris in the Kaweni slum Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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                                    On the French island of Reunion, communities are coming together to help the people of cyclone devastated Mayotte. People have been donating food, water, clothes and other assistance. Some of that is being collected at a community centre called Mayotte House. (AP Video by Sam Mednick)
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            A woman carrying her belongings walks past debris after Cyclone Chido in the Kaweni slum Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            Damage is seen in the Kaweni slum Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            This photo provided by the French Army shows a soldier unloading cans of food in the Indian Ocean French territory of Mayotte, Wednesday Dec.18, 2024, as the cyclone on Saturday was the deadliest storm to strike the territory in nearly a century. (D Piatacrrea, Etat Major des Armees/Legion Etrangere via AP)
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            This photo provided by the French Army shows soldiers lifting a collapsed barrier in the Indian Ocean French territory of Mayotte, Wednesday Dec.18, 2024, as the cyclone on Saturday was the deadliest storm to strike the territory in nearly a century. (D Piatacrrea, Etat Major des Armees/Legion Etrangere via AP)
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            People lineup to collect water Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            French troops arrive to give support Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            This undated satellite photo provided on Wednesday Dec. 18, 2024 by the Institut Geographique National (IGN), left, and the Centre National d'Etudes Spatiales (CNES) shows Mtsapere, before and after of the cyclone Chido in the Indian Ocean French territory of Mayotte. (IGN/CNES distributed by Airbus DS via AP)
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            People walk past debris in the Kaweni slum Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            This photo provided by the French Army shows residents queuing outside a military supplies center in the Indian Ocean French territory of Mayotte, Wednesday Dec.18, 2024, as the cyclone on Saturday was the deadliest storm to strike the territory in nearly a century. (D Piatacrrea, Etat Major des Armees/Legion Etrangere via AP)
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            Volunteers sort through donations for victims of cyclone Chido in Mayotte at the House of Mayotte, in Saint-Denis, Reunion Island, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            People bring goods for victims of cyclone Chido in Mayotte at the House of Mayotte, in Saint-Denis, Reunion Island, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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            This photo provided by the French Interior Ministry shows French gendarmes unloading supplies in Koungou, in the Indian Ocean French territory of Mayotte, Wednesday Dec.18, 2024. (Ministere de l'Interieur/Gendarmerie Nationale via AP)
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            This undated satellite photo provided on Wednesday Dec. 18, 2024 by the Institut Geographique National (IGN), left, and the Centre National d'Etudes Spatiales (CNES) shows the port of Mamoudzou, before and after of the cyclone Chido in the Indian Ocean French territory of Mayotte. (IGN/CNES distributed by Airbus DS via AP)
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            People walk past debris in the Kaweni slum Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, on the outskirts of Mamoudzou, in the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, after Cyclone Chido. (AP Photo/Adrienne Surprenant)
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                                        MAMOUDZOU, Mayotte (AP) -- They clustered around water taps, rare sources of electricity and each other. Four days after the strongest cyclone in nearly a century ripped through the French island territory of Mayotte off the coast of Africa, survivors recalled the horror of the storm that caught many by surprise.

Associated Press journalists reached the humid capital before dusk, as French military personnel and others rushed to clear fallen palm trees from roads ahead of French President Emmanuel Macron's visit Thursday.

Streets were lined with the rubble of informal settlements whose migrant populations complicated the efforts to count the dead.



"We lived something very apocalyptic," said Samuel Anli, 28, who rode out Saturday's storm in a windowless office for hours as shrieking wind gusts exceeding 220 kph (136 mph) tore away doors and walls.

    



He and others held the door to their small office shut, fearing for their lives. "We thought if it lasted one or two hours more we'd all be dead," he said. His home was partly destroyed and three of his relatives were injured by flying metal.

On Wednesday, French authorities described the storm as a "catastrophe of exceptional intensity."

"The island is devastated," they said, putting the confirmed death toll at 31 but noting that it could be much higher, partly because of the Muslim practice of burying the dead within 24 hours.





Some survivors and aid groups have described hasty burials and the stench of bodies.

Mayotte, located in the Indian Ocean between mainland Africa's east coast and northern Madagascar, is France's poorest territory and is a magnet for migrants hoping to reach Europe.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

The cyclone devastated entire neighborhoods as many people ignored the warnings, thinking the storm wouldn't be so extreme.

Days after it passed and destroyed or damaged even sturdy structures such as health centers, residents were left to pick their way through a landscape in search of food. Phone and internet service remained spotty.

    



Among the damaged and destroyed homes in Mayotte's capital, Mamoudzou, people lined up with jugs to get water Wednesday or waited to charge their phones. Other lines stretched for hours at working gas stations.

The French government deployed gendarmes and other security forces Wednesday to secure food distribution points and assure order in areas where crowds were massing to find fuel or phone signals, the Interior Ministry said in a statement, noting also that more than 8,800 people were being housed in emergency shelter. 

Dozens of French military personnel set up camp at the primary airport on Mayotte's main island, Grand Terre, which remained closed due to damage, leaving most residents with little hope of going anywhere soon. Roads were also widely damaged.

French Prime Minister Francois Bayrou has said more than 1,500 people were injured, more than 200 critically. But authorities fear hundreds or even thousands of people have died. Authorities said 100,000 were living in a "precarious situation."

    



On the French island of Reunion, about a three-hour flight away, loved ones gathered to donate aid to Mayotte's survivors. Some said their families in Mayotte had no food or water and that it had taken days to contact them.

"It is difficult because I feel helpless," said 19-year-old Khayra Djoumoi Thany.

Anrafa Parassouramin said she feared for her relatives in Mayotte. "We are also afraid of disease outbreaks, because people are drinking water from wherever they can get it, and it's not necessarily potable water," she said.

French Health Minister Genevieve Darrieussecq has raised concerns about the risk of a cholera epidemic on the archipelago, which had an outbreak of a highly drug-resistant strain earlier this year.

French authorities said distribution of 23 tons of water began Wednesday. The French minister for overseas matters, Francois-Noel Buffet, told French radio Europe 1 that the water supply system was "working at 50%" and presented a risk of "poor quality." Electricity has been partially restored.



Late Wednesday, Buffet announced a "state of extraordinary natural disaster" for Mayotte, an emergency declaration specifically for French overseas territories she said had never been activated before. The measure allows authorities to speed up assistance and cut through administrative hurdles.

    



"Faced with this extraordinary situation, extraordinary means must be deployed to rapidly reestablish essential services and put in place a sustainable reconstruction plan for Mayotte," she said in a statement. The decree will initially be in place for a month.

Mayotte's hospital was badly damaged. A field hospital should be operational by early next week, Buffet said.

A navy ship was due to arrive in Mayotte on Thursday with 180 tons of aid and equipment, according to the French military.

    



Macron will travel to Mayotte along with the aid shipment and visit the hospital and a destroyed neighborhood, his office said. "Our compatriots are living through the worst just a few thousand kilometers away," Macron said in a statement.


On Tuesday evening, a program on public broadcaster France 2 raised 5 million euros ($5.24 million) in aid for Mayotte through the Foundation of France charity, the channel said.

___

Corbet reported from Paris. Associated Press reporter Angela Charlton in Paris contributed.
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            President-elect Donald Trump abruptly rejected a bipartisan plan Wednesday to prevent a government shutdown, instead telling House Speaker Mike Johnson and Republicans to essentially renegotiate -- days before a deadline when federal funding runs out.
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            President-elect Donald Trump has abruptly rejected a bipartisan plan aimed at preventing a Christmastime government shutdown, telling House Speaker Mike Johnson and Republicans to renegotiate.
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            President-elect Donald Trump abruptly rejected a bipartisan plan Wednesday to prevent a government shutdown, instead telling House Republicans to essentially renegotiate -- days before a deadline when federal funding runs out. (AP Video: Nathan Ellgren)
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            Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, the vice president-elect, leaves the Senate chamber as lawmakers work on an interim spending bill to avoid a shutdown of federal agencies, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Rep. Andy Harris, R-Md., chairman of the House Freedom Caucus, joins a group of conservative Republicans to complain to reporters about the interim spending bill being crafted to avoid a shutdown of federal agencies, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., pauses before talking to reporters about work on a final version of a spending bill before federal agencies run out of money at midnight on Friday night, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., and Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wis., confer before joining other conservative Republicans to complain to reporters about the interim spending bill being crafted to avoid a shutdown of federal agencies, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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    > Follow live updates on federal funding negotiations as a government shutdown looms.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump abruptly rejected a bipartisan plan Wednesday to prevent a Christmastime government shutdown, instead telling House Speaker Mike Johnson and Republicans to essentially renegotiate -- days before a deadline when federal funding runs out.
Trump's sudden entrance into the debate and new demands sent Congress spiraling as lawmakers are trying to wrap up work and head home for the holidays. It left Johnson scrambling late into the night at the Capitol trying to engineer a new plan before Friday's deadline to keep government open.
"Republicans must GET SMART and TOUGH," Trump and Vice President-elect JD Vance said in a statement. 
The president-elect made an almost unrealistic proposal that combined some continuation of government funds along with a much more controversial provision to raise the nation's debt limit -- something his own party routinely rejects. "Anything else is a betrayal of our country," they wrote.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Government funding plan collapses as Trump makes new demands days before shutdown
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports President-elect Donald Trump has sunk a deal to keep the government funded days before a shutdown deadline.

    


    


Democrats decried the GOP revolt over the stopgap measure, which would have also provided some $100.4 billion in disaster aid to states hammered by Hurricanes Helene and Milton and other natural disasters. 




"House Republicans have been ordered to shut down the government and hurt everyday Americans all across this country," said House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries. 
Jeffries said "an agreement is an agreement," and by backing out of it "the House Republicans "will now own any harm that is visited upon the American people." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Already, the massive 1,500-page bill was on the verge of collapse, as hard-right conservatives rejected the increased spending. They were egged on by Trump's billionaire ally Elon Musk, who rejected the plan almost as soon as it was released. 
Rank-and-file lawmakers complained about the extras, which included their first pay raises in more than a decade -- a shock after one of the most unproductive, chaotic sessions in modern times. 

    


Even the addition of much-needed disaster aid, some $100.4 billion in the aftermath of hurricanes and other natural calamities that ravaged states this year, plus $10 billion in economic assistance for farmers failed to win over the budget-slashing GOP. A number of Republicans had been waiting for Trump to signal whether they should vote yes or no.
"This should not pass," Musk posted on his social media site X in the wee hours of Wednesday morning. 
One lawmaker said office phone lines were flooded with calls from constituents
"My phone was ringing off the hook," said Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky. "The people who elected us are listening to Elon Musk."
The outcome comes as no surprise for Johnson, who, like other Republican House speakers before him, has been unable to persuade his majority to go along with the routine needs of federal government operations, which they would prefer to slash.
He met behind closed doors late into the night at the Capitol with GOP lawmakers trying to figure out a way out of the bind. Vance joined them until nearly 10 p.m., his young son -- in pajamas -- in tow.

    


"We had a productive conversation," Vance said as he and his son exited the speaker's office, declining repeated questions about the details.
"We're in the middle of these negotiations, but I think we'll be able to solve some problems here."
It all shows just how hard it will be for Republicans next year, as they seize control of the House, Senate and White House, to unify and lead the nation. And it underscores how much Johnson and the GOP leaders must depend on Trump's blessing to see any legislative package over the finish line.
Musk, who is heading Trump's new Department of Government Efficiency, warned, "Any member of the House or Senate who votes for this outrageous spending bill deserves to be voted out in 2 years!" 
It's not an idle threat coming from Musk, the world's richest man, who helped bankroll Trump's victory and can easily use his America PAC to make or break political careers.
Democratic Rep. Jamie Raskin of Maryland said this is the problem with "an oligarchy -- a handful of wealthy people run everything and everyone is supposed to live in fear of them."

    


Senators from both parties were watching from across the Capitol with dismay. 
"Is this going to be the norm? Is this going to be how we operate?" said Sen. Josh Hawley, R-Mo., putting the blame on Johnson.
Democrats, who negotiated the final product with Johnson and Senate GOP leadership, will be expected to provide enough support to help ensure passage, as is often the case on big, bipartisan bills. 
"Republicans need to stop playing politics," said White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre. 
However, Trump's new demands on the debt limit pose a daunting test for Johnson, who has worked hard to stay close to the president-elect -- even texting with Musk and DOGE co-chair Vivek Ramaswamy -- only to have him turn against his hard-fought plan.

    


Trump posted later that he was insisting on raising the debt ceiling: "I will fight 'till the end."
The nation's debt limit expires 2025 and Trump appears to want the issue off the table before he returns to the White House, a reasonable idea but one that typically is tough to negotiate. 
The last House speaker, Kevin McCarthy, worked for months with President Joe Biden to raise the debt limit. Even though they struck a bipartisan deal that cut spending in exchange for additional borrowing capacity, House Republicans said it didn't go far enough, and it ended up costing McCarthy his job.
Now, Trump is looking for Johnson to pass a debt ceiling extension some 48 hours before a partial government shutdown.
Meanwhile, the bipartisan package that Trump rejected extended existing government programs and services at their current operating levels for a few more months, through March 14, 2025.
The stopgap measure is needed because Congress has failed to pass its annual appropriations bills to fund all the various agencies in the federal government, from the Pentagon to health, welfare, transportation and other routine domestic services. 
But the inches-thick bill goes beyond routine funding and tacks on several other measures, including federal funding to rebuild Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed when struck by a cargo ship. Another provision would transfer the land that is the site of the old RFK Stadium from the federal government to the District of Columbia, which could potentially lead to a new stadium for the NFL's Washington Commanders.
Rep. Anna Paulina Luna, R-Fla., called it essentially a junk sandwich, using a swear word.
And then there's the pay raise.

The bill would have turned off a pay-freeze provision and that could allow a maximum adjustment of 3.8% or $6,600 in 2025, bringing lawmakers' annual pay to $180,600, according to a Congressional Research Service report. Members of Congress last got a raise in 2009.
___
Associated Press writers Mary Clare Jalonick, Matt Brown and Farnoush Amiri contributed to this report.
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            Witnesses in Vanuatu recounted the moment a violent magnitude 7.3 earthquake struck the South Pacific island nation on Tuesday. The earthquake hit at a depth of 57 kilometers (35 miles) and was centered 30 kilometers (19 miles) west of Port Vila, the largest city in Vanuatu, a group of 80 islands home to about 330,000 people.
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            The earthquake occurred at a depth of 57 kilometres (35 miles) and was centred 30 kilometres (18 miles) west of Port Vila, the largest city in Vanuatu, a group of 80 islands that is home to about 330,000 people.
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            A magnitude 7.3 earthquake struck Tuesday just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, the USGS said. The quake occurred at a depth of 57 kilometers (35 miles) and was centered 30 kilometers (10 miles) west of Port Vila, the largest city in the island nation.
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            The USGS says a magnitude 7.3 earthquake has struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. The quake on Tuesday occurred at a depth of 35 miles and was centered near Port Vila, the largest city in the island nation.
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            In this image released by Vanuatu Red Cross Society, its volunteers assist staff with the clean up at Vila Central Hospital in Port Vila, Vanuatu Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (Vanuatu Red Cross Society via AP)
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            The inside of a building damaged is seen in Port Vila, Vanuatu, following a powerful earthquake Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (Tim Cutler via AP)
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            In this photo released by Australian Department of Defence, Australians disembark from an aircraft at RAAF Base Amberley, Australia after a flight home from Port Vila, Vanuatu, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (CPL Adam Abela/Australian Department of Defence via AP)
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            This photo released by Australian Department of Defence, shows Australian citizens on board a Royal Australian Air Force aircraft for a flight home from Bauerfield International Airport, Port Vila, Vanuatu, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (CPL Adam Abela/Australian Department of Defence via AP)
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            The inside of a building damaged is seen in Port Vila, Vanuatu, following a powerful earthquake Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (Tim Cutler via AP)
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            Damage to the inside of the Nambawan Cafe in Port Vila, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, following a strong earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (Ivan Oswald via AP)
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            This image made from a video shows a landslide near an international shipping terminal in Port Vila, Vanuatu following a powerful earthquake Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (Dan McGarry via AP)
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            A Royal New Zealand Air Force Hercules C130 H is loaded up with supplies to deliver to Vanuatu, in Auckland, New Zealand, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, following a strong earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (SGT Maria Eves/New Zealand Defence Force via AP)
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            In this photo released by Australia's Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), Australians board a Royal Australian Air Force aircraft in Port Vila, Vanuatu in the early hours of Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (DFAT via AP)
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        Rescuers dig for survivors of Vanuatu earthquake with no water and unclear death toll
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                                    Witnesses in Vanuatu recounted the moment a violent magnitude 7.3 earthquake struck the South Pacific island nation on Tuesday. The earthquake hit at a depth of 57 kilometers (35 miles) and was centered 30 kilometers (19 miles) west of Port Vila, the largest city in Vanuatu, a group of 80 islands home to about 330,000 people.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 14

                                    
                                    The earthquake occurred at a depth of 57 kilometres (35 miles) and was centred 30 kilometres (18 miles) west of Port Vila, the largest city in Vanuatu, a group of 80 islands that is home to about 330,000 people.
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                                    A magnitude 7.3 earthquake struck Tuesday just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, the USGS said. The quake occurred at a depth of 57 kilometers (35 miles) and was centered 30 kilometers (10 miles) west of Port Vila, the largest city in the island nation.
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                                    The USGS says a magnitude 7.3 earthquake has struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. The quake on Tuesday occurred at a depth of 35 miles and was centered near Port Vila, the largest city in the island nation.
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            In this image released by Vanuatu Red Cross Society, its volunteers assist staff with the clean up at Vila Central Hospital in Port Vila, Vanuatu Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (Vanuatu Red Cross Society via AP)
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            The inside of a building damaged is seen in Port Vila, Vanuatu, following a powerful earthquake Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (Tim Cutler via AP)
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            In this photo released by Australian Department of Defence, Australians disembark from an aircraft at RAAF Base Amberley, Australia after a flight home from Port Vila, Vanuatu, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (CPL Adam Abela/Australian Department of Defence via AP)
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            This photo released by Australian Department of Defence, shows Australian citizens on board a Royal Australian Air Force aircraft for a flight home from Bauerfield International Airport, Port Vila, Vanuatu, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (CPL Adam Abela/Australian Department of Defence via AP)
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            The inside of a building damaged is seen in Port Vila, Vanuatu, following a powerful earthquake Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (Tim Cutler via AP)
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            Damage to the inside of the Nambawan Cafe in Port Vila, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, following a strong earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. (Ivan Oswald via AP)
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            This image made from a video shows a landslide near an international shipping terminal in Port Vila, Vanuatu following a powerful earthquake Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (Dan McGarry via AP)
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            A Royal New Zealand Air Force Hercules C130 H is loaded up with supplies to deliver to Vanuatu, in Auckland, New Zealand, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, following a strong earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (SGT Maria Eves/New Zealand Defence Force via AP)
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            In this photo released by Australia's Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), Australians board a Royal Australian Air Force aircraft in Port Vila, Vanuatu in the early hours of Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, following a powerful earthquake that struck just off the coast of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (DFAT via AP)
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- Vanuatu's capital was without water on Wednesday, a day after reservoirs were destroyed by a violent magnitude 7.3 earthquake that wrought havoc on the South Pacific island nation, with the number of people killed and injured expected to rise.
The government's disaster management office said early Wednesday that 14 deaths were confirmed, but hours later said nine had been verified by the main hospital. The number was "expected to increase" as people remained trapped in fallen buildings, a spokesperson said. About 200 people have been treated for injuries. 
Two of those killed were Chinese nationals, according to China's official Xinhua News Agency, which cited Gu Zihua, an official at the Chinese embassy in Vanuatu.
Frantic rescue efforts that began at flattened buildings after the quake hit early Tuesday afternoon continued 30 hours later, with dozens working in dust and heat with little water to seek those yelling for help inside. A few more survivors were extracted from the rubble of downtown buildings in Port Vila, also the country's largest city, while others remained trapped and some were found dead.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Rescuers dig for survivors of Vanuatu earthquake with no water and unclear death toll
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports witnesses describe the moment the Vanuatu earthquake struck.

    


    


A near-total telecommunications collapse meant people struggled to confirm their relatives' safety. Some providers began to reestablish phone service but connections were patchy.




Internet service had not been restored because the submarine cable supplying it was damaged, the operator said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The earthquake hit at a depth of 57 kilometers (35 miles) and was centered 30 kilometers (19 miles) west of the capital of Vanuatu, a group of 80 islands home to about 330,000 people. A tsunami warning was called off less than two hours after the quake, but dozens of large aftershocks continued to rattle the country. 
The Asia-Pacific head of the International Federation of Red Cross, Katie Greenwood, speaking to The Associated Press from Fiji, said it was not clear how many people were still missing or killed.

    


"We have anecdotal information coming from people at the search and rescue site that are fairly confident that unfortunately those numbers will rise," she said.
The capital's main medical facility, Vila Central Hospital, was badly damaged and patients were moved to a military camp. Clement Chipokolo, Vanuatu country director at the Christian relief agency World Vision, said health care services, already strained before the quake, were overwhelmed.
No water in Port Vila
While power was out in swathes of Port Vila, the biggest fear among aid agencies was the lack of water. Two large reservoirs serving the capital were totally decimated, the National Disaster Management Office said. 
Resident Milroy Cainton said people were joining large queues to buy water in stores, but could only purchase two or four bottles at a time. "People are not really concerned about electricity, they're just concerned about water," he said. 
UNICEF was recording a rise in diarrhea among children, a sign that they had begun to drink tainted water, said the chief of the Vanuatu office, Eric Durpaire. Officials told residents of areas where water had been restored to boil it. 

    


Some people remain trapped under the rubble 
At least 10 buildings sustained major damage, many in a busy downtown area full of lunchtime shoppers when the quake hit. An unknown number of people were trapped inside, and Cainton, the resident, said rescuers had been forced to target their efforts to where they believed people could be saved.
Michael Thompson, who runs a tourism business in Vanuatu, was among the rescuers and posted a video on Facebook of the frenzied efforts and dust-covered survivors on gurneys along with pleas for people to bring tools and water to the site.
Officials said Wednesday night that Port Vila appeared to be the worst-hit area, but some nearby villages and offshore islands had experienced landslides. Three bridges were "at high risk of collapse" in heavy rain, the government said.

    


Embassies are damaged
A building housing a number of diplomatic missions in Port Vila -- including those of the United States, Britain, France and New Zealand -- was destroyed, with a section of the building cleaving off and flattening the first floor. Windows were buckled and walls crumbled.
The U.S. State Department said its embassy staff were safe, but the building was no longer functional. The office opened in July as part of a push by the U.S. to expand its Pacific presence to counter China's influence in the region.
New Zealand's foreign ministry said officials have accounted for all embassy staff. Australia's foreign ministry said its workers were safe.

    


All flights grounded
Damage to the seaport and airport is likely to hamper aid efforts and economic recovery in a country dependent on agricultural exports and tourism. The airport was closed to commercial flights for a further 72 hours from Wednesday. 
But the runway was deemed functional for humanitarian flights by French engineers who arrived by helicopter. Military craft from Australia and New Zealand were due to begin arriving Wednesday night, carrying search and rescue personnel and equipment, as well as relief supplies.
Dan McGarry, a journalist living in Vanuatu, said there had been a "massive landslide" at the international shipping terminal. The government said the main wharf was closed. 

Vanuatu's position on a subduction zone -- where the Indo-Australian tectonic plate moves beneath the Pacific Plate -- means earthquakes of greater than magnitude 6 are not uncommon, and the country's buildings are intended to withstand quake damage.
___
Associated Press writers Mayuko Ono in Tokyo, Japan; Rod McGuirk in Melbourne, Australia; and Emily Wang in Beijing contributed to this report.
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            Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., speaks during a news conference on Capitol Hill, Feb. 1, 2022, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo speaks at the convening of the International Network of AI Safety Institutes at the Golden Gate Club at the Presidio in San Francisco, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Commerce Department's efforts to curb China's and Russia's access to American-made advanced computer chips have been "inadequate" and will need more funding to stymie their ability to manufacture advanced weapons, according to a report published Wednesday by the Senate's Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations.
The Biden administration imposed export controls to limit the ability of China and Russia to access U.S.-made chips after Russia's invasion of Ukraine nearly three years ago.
The agency's Bureau of Industry and Security, according to the report, does not have the resources to enforce export controls and has been too reliant on U.S. chip makers voluntarily complying with the rules.
But the push for bolstering Commerce's export control enforcement comes as the incoming Trump administration says it is looking to dramatically reduce the size and scope of federal government. President-elect Donald Trump has tapped entrepreneurs Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy to lead a new "Department of Government Efficiency" to dismantle parts of the federal government.

    


The Trump transition team did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the report.


BIS's budget, about $191 million, has remained essentially flat since 2010 when adjusted for inflation.
"While BIS' budget has been stagnant for a decade, the bureau works diligently around the clock to meet its mission and safeguard U.S. national security," Commerce Department spokesperson Charlie Andrews said in a statement in response to the report. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Andrews added that with "necessary resources from Congress" the agency would be "better equipped to address the challenges that come with our evolving national security environment."
In a letter to Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo on Wednesday, Democratic Sen. Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut, chair of the subcommittee, pointed to news reports of the Russian military continuing to acquire components from Texas Instruments through front companies in Hong Kong to illustrate how the export controls are failing as an effective tool.

    


Blumenthal in a statement called on "Commerce to take immediate action and crack down on the companies allowing U.S.-made semiconductors to power Russian weapons and Chinese ambition."
Texas Instruments said it opposes the use of its chips in Russian military equipment and the illicit diversion of its products to Russia. 
"It is our policy to comply with export control laws, and any shipments of TI chips into Russia are illicit and unauthorized," the company said in a statement. "If we find evidence indicating product diversion, we investigate and take action."
It's not just Texas Instruments that's the issue. The subcommittee in September published a report that found aggregated exports from four major U.S. advanced chip manufacturers nearly doubled from 2021 to 2022 to Armenia and Georgia.
Both of those countries are home to front companies known to assist Russia in acquiring advanced chips made in the U.S. despite export controls.

    


China, meanwhile, has created "vast, barely disguised smuggling networks which enable it to continue to harness U.S. technology," the subcommittee report asserts.
Washington has been gradually expanding the number of companies affected by such export controls in China, as President Joe Biden's administration has encouraged an expansion of investments in and manufacturing of chips in the U.S.
But Chinese companies have found ways to evade export controls in part because of a lack of China subject matter experts and Chinese speakers assigned to Commerce's export control enforcement. 
The agency's current budget limits the number of international end-use checks, or physical verification overseas of distributors or companies receiving American-made chips that are the supposed end users of products. Currently, Commerce has only 11 export control officers spread around the globe to conduct such checks, the report said.

The committee made several recommendations in its report, including Congress allocating more money for hiring additional personnel to enforce export controls, imposing larger fines on companies that violate controls and requiring periodic reviews of advanced chip companies' export control plans by outside entities.
___
Boak reported from West Palm Beach, Florida.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/china-russia-semiconductors-export-controls-advanced-chips-5b1bd1748d74a7e45dd0c91979215ef3



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



US stocks fall sharply and Dow tumbles 1,100 points after the Fed hints at just 2 rate cuts for 2025

    US stocks fall sharply and Dow tumbles 1,100 points after the Fed hints at just 2 rate cuts for 2025

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            The Federal Reserve cut its key interest rate Wednesday by a quarter-point -- its third cut this year -- but also signaled that it expects to reduce rates more slowly next year than it previously envisioned, largely because of still-elevated inflation.
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            U.S. stocks tumbled to one of their worst days of the year after the Federal Reserve hinted Wednesday it may deliver fewer shots of adrenaline for the U.S. economy in 2025 than earlier thought.
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            Specialist Anthony Matesic, left, works at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
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        US stocks fall sharply and Dow tumbles 1,100 points after the Fed hints at just 2 rate cuts for 2025
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                                    The Federal Reserve cut its key interest rate Wednesday by a quarter-point -- its third cut this year -- but also signaled that it expects to reduce rates more slowly next year than it previously envisioned, largely because of still-elevated inflation.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks tumbled to one of their worst days of the year after the Federal Reserve hinted Wednesday it may deliver fewer shots of adrenaline  for the U.S. economy in 2025 than earlier thought. 
The S&P 500 fell 2.9%, just shy of its biggest loss for the year, to pull further from its all-time high  set a couple weeks ago. The Dow Jones Industrial Average lost 1,123 points, or 2.6%, and the Nasdaq composite dropped 3.6%.
The Fed said Wednesday it's cutting its main interest rate for a third time this year, continuing the sharp turnaround begun in September when it started lowering rates  from a two-decade high to support the job market. Wall Street loves easier interest rates, but that cut was already widely expected. 
The bigger question centers on how much more the Fed will cut next year. A lot is riding on it, particularly after expectations for a series of cuts in 2025 helped the U.S. stock market set an all-time high 57 times so far in 2024.

    


Fed officials released projections on Wednesday showing the median expectation among them is for two more cuts to the federal funds rate in 2025, or half a percentage point's worth. That's down from the four cuts expected just three months ago. 




"We are in a new phase of the process," Fed Chair Jerome Powell said. The central bank has already quickly eased its main interest rate by a full percentage point to a range of 4.25% to 4.50% since September. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Asked why Fed officials are looking to slow their cuts, Powell pointed to how the job market looks to be performing well overall and how recent inflation readings have picked up. He also cited uncertainties that will require policy makers to react to upcoming, to-be-determined changes in the economy.
While lower rates can goose the economy by making it cheaper to borrow and boosting prices for investments, they can also offer more fuel for inflation. 

    


Powell said some Fed officials, but not all, are also already trying to incorporate uncertainties inherent in a new administration coming into the White House. Worries are rising on Wall Street that President-elect Donald Trump's  preference for tariffs and other policies could further juice inflation, along with economic growth. 
"When the path is uncertain, you go a little slower," Powell said. It's "not unlike driving on a foggy night or walking into a dark room full of furniture. You just slow down."
One official, Cleveland Fed President Beth Hammack, thought the central bank should not have even cut rates this time around. She was the lone vote against Wednesday's rate cut. 
The reduced expectations for 2025 rate cuts sent Treasury yields rising in the bond market, squeezing the stock market.
The yield on the 10-year Treasury rose to 4.51% from 4.40% late Tuesday, which is a notable move for the bond market. The two-year yield, which more closely tracks expectations for Fed action, climbed to 4.35% from 4.25%. 
On Wall Street, stocks of companies that can feel the most pressure from higher interest rates fell to some of the worst losses.

    


Stocks of smaller companies did particularly poorly, for example. Many need to borrow to fuel their growth, meaning they can feel more pain when having to pay higher interest rates for loans. The Russell 2000 index of small-cap stocks tumbled 4.4%.
Elsewhere on Wall Street, General Mills dropped 3.1% despite reporting a stronger profit for the latest quarter than expected. The maker of Progresso soups and Cheerios said it will increase its investments in brands to help them grow, which pushed it to cut its forecast for profit this fiscal year.
Nvidia, the superstar stock  responsible for a chunk of Wall Street's rally to records in recent years, fell 1.1% to extend its weekslong funk. It has dropped more than 13% from its record set last month and fallen in nine of the last 10 days as its big momentum slows.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Stock market today: Wall Street drifts ahead of the Federal Reserve's rate decision
    

    
    
    The stock market is in wait-and-see mode. More from AP's Seth Sutel. 

    

On the winning end of Wall Street, Jabil jumped 7.3% to help lead the market after reporting stronger profit and revenue for the latest quarter than analysts expected. The electronics company also raised its forecast for revenue for its full fiscal year. 

    


All told, the S&P 500 fell 178.45 points to 5,872.16. The Dow Jones Industrial Average dropped 1,123.03 to 42,326.87, and the Nasdaq composite skidded 716.37 to 19,392.69.
In stock markets abroad, London's FTSE 100 edged up by less than 0.1% after data showed inflation accelerated to 2.6% in November, its highest level in eight months. The Bank of England is also meeting on interest rates this week and will announce its decision on Thursday.
In Japan, where the Bank of Japan will wrap up its own policy meeting on Friday, the Nikkei 225 slipped 0.7%. That was despite a 23.7% jump for Nissan Motor Corp., which said it was in talks on closer collaboration with Honda Motor Co., though no decision had been made on a possible merger. Honda Motor's stock lost 3%.

Nissan, Honda and Nissan alliance member Mitsubishi Motors Corp. agreed in August to share components for electric vehicles like batteries and to jointly research software for autonomous driving to adapt better to dramatic changes in the auto industry.

    


___
AP Writer Zimo Zhong contributed. 
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US retreats from massive air bag recall and says industry comments show need for more investigation
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                    An ARC Automotive, Inc. manufacturing facility is shown on Sept. 8, 2023, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne, File)
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- U.S. auto safety regulators have backed away from seeking a giant recall of nearly 50 million air bag inflators and will investigate further after the auto industry raised questions about whether all of the inflators are defective.
The move Wednesday by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is vastly different from a decision reiterated by the agency in July that the inflators made by ARC Automotive Inc. of Tennessee are defective, dangerous and should be recalled.
The agency has said inflators in about 49 million vehicles from 13 manufacturers are at risk of exploding and hurling shrapnel into drivers and passengers. They're responsible for at least seven injuries and two deaths in the U.S. and Canada since 2009, and recalling all of them would have cost millions of dollars.
But in a document posted Wednesday in the Federal Register and dated Dec. 13, the agency said it considered comments on a decision from July seeking the recall. The auto industry pointed to technical and engineering differences between ARC inflators in vehicles made by different manufacturers. The comments also raised manufacturing-process variations at different plants that made the ARC inflators.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: US retreats from massive air bag recall and says industry comments show need for more investigation
    

    
    
    AP's Lisa Dwyer reports regulators are retreating from a massive air bag recall.

    


    


"Given the potential relevance of these issues to the agency's decision making, including the appropriate scope of any recall, further investigation is warranted," the agency said in the document. 




A message was left Wednesday seeking comment from ARC, which is owned by by Yinyi Group of China.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
NHTSA said Wednesday that it carefully considered the comments on its decision to seek a recall of all the inflators and decided that more investigation is warranted.
The agency said that in the coming weeks it will send more information request letters to ARC, vehicle manufacturers and air bag-module manufacturing companies.
"NHTSA will evaluate the responses to these information request along with all available information to determine how to proceed," the agency's memorandum said. "If appropriate, NHTSA will provide a further opportunity for public comment prior to considering whether to issue a final decision in this matter."

    


The agency has been investigating ARC since 2015 after drivers-side inflators blew apart in a 2004 Kia in Canada and a 2002 Chrysler Town & Country minivan in the U.S., both injuring people. 
In a supplemental decision in July, NHTSA said seven ARC inflators have ruptured in the field in the U.S., each showing evidence of insufficient welds or too much pressure in a canister designed to contain the explosion and fill the air bags in a crash.
In addition, the agency said 23 inflators have ruptured in testing with causes common to the inflators that blew apart in the field. Also, four inflators have ruptured outside the U.S., killing at least one person, the agency said.
"To be sure, the overwhelming majority of the subject inflators will not rupture upon deployment," NHSTA wrote in July. "However, based on the evidence linking past ruptures to the same friction welding process, all of the subject inflators are at risk of rupturing."

    


But several automakers argued in public comments that years of investigations by NHTSA did not establish a systemic design defect. Some said none of the millions of inflators in their vehicles have ruptured due to the cause pointed out by the agency.
NHTSA had said the only way to know which of the ARC-designed inflators will blow apart is for them to deploy in a crash. The federal motor vehicle safety act "does not allow such a defect to go unaddressed," the agency said.

One person who died after an ARC inflator explosion was Marlene Beaudoin, a 40-year-old mother of 10 from Michigan's Upper Peninsula. She was struck by metal fragments when her 2015 Chevrolet Traverse SUV was involved in a minor crash in 2021. Beaudoin and four of her sons had been on their way to get ice cream. The sons were not hurt.
____
This story has been correct to show that the most recent NHTSA decision on the ARC recall was July, not January. 
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Middle East latest: Israel orders another Gaza evacuation ahead of an offensive
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            Damascus airport reopened Wednesday for the first time since the fall of the government of Bashar Assad and the first civilian plane took off from Damascus and landed in the northern city of Aleppo.The airport is currently open only to domestic flights, but Syrian airspace is open to international flights. (AP video shot by Abdulrahman Shaheen)
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            A woman uses binoculars to watch smoke rising following an explosion in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Dec.18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            A Palestinian girl waits in line for food at a distribution center in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A woman and child walk past Israeli armored vehicles parked near the "Alpha Line" that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Syrians pray at the shrine of al-Sayydah Zeinab, the grand daughter of Prophet Mohammed, south of Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A Syrian fighter rides his motorcycle along a highway in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Members of the Syrian civil defense group, known as the White Helmets, put on a truck bodies and human remains after they collect them from a morgue, previously used by pro-government Iranian units, located near the Set Zainab shrine, south of Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A member of the Syrian civil defense group, known as the White Helmets, holds up a human bone while searching for bodies at a morgue previously used by pro-government Iranian units, located near the Set Zainab shrine, south of Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Geir Pedersen, the United Nations' special envoy to Syria, speaks to journalists in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            General Security personnel stand next to a Syrian Air airplane ahead of take-off as the airport reopens for internal flights in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Smoke rises following an explosion in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Dec.18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            A woman uses binoculars to watch smoke rising following an explosion in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Dec.18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            A Palestinian girl waits in line for food at a distribution center in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A woman and child walk past Israeli armored vehicles parked near the "Alpha Line" that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Syrians pray at the shrine of al-Sayydah Zeinab, the grand daughter of Prophet Mohammed, south of Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A Syrian fighter rides his motorcycle along a highway in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Members of the Syrian civil defense group, known as the White Helmets, put on a truck bodies and human remains after they collect them from a morgue, previously used by pro-government Iranian units, located near the Set Zainab shrine, south of Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A member of the Syrian civil defense group, known as the White Helmets, holds up a human bone while searching for bodies at a morgue previously used by pro-government Iranian units, located near the Set Zainab shrine, south of Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024 (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Geir Pedersen, the United Nations' special envoy to Syria, speaks to journalists in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            General Security personnel stand next to a Syrian Air airplane ahead of take-off as the airport reopens for internal flights in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Smoke rises following an explosion in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Dec.18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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                                        The Israeli military on Wednesday ordered Palestinians to evacuate another section of central Gaza ahead of an offensive in the built-up Bureij refugee camp, even as Israel and the Hamas appeared to inch closer to a ceasefire in the 14-month war. 
Israeli President Isaac Herzog said he will meet Wednesday with U.S. President-elect Donald Trump's Mideast envoy, Adam Boehler, at home in Jerusalem. Boehler, a former aid to Jared Kushner, met with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu earlier this week.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Middle East latest: Israeli military orders another Gaza evacuation ahead of an offensive
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Joe Federman reports on a declaration by Israel's leader that the military plans an extended occupation of a buffer zone in Syria.

    

As deadly Israeli strikes pound Gaza each day, talks to broker the ceasefire and hostage release deal have restarted after a monthslong pause. The deal on the table includes a six-week pause in fighting in which Hamas would release 30 hostages, including three of four dual Israeli-U.S. citizens. In exchange, Israel would release hundreds of Palestinian prisoners. Trump has said he wants a quick end to the war.

    


Israeli bombardment and offensives in Gaza have killed more than 45,000 Palestinians during the war, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. The ministry's tally does not distinguish between combatants and civilians, but it says more than of half the dead were women and children.
Israel launched the war in retaliation for Hamas' October 2023 attack on southern Israel in which militants killed some 1,200 people and abducted 250 others, around 100 of whom remain in captivity. Israel believes a third of the remaining hostages are dead.
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Here's the latest:
UN official calls Israel's collective punishment of Palestinians in Gaza 'unjustifiable'
UNITED NATIONS - Israel's continuing collective punishment of Palestinians in Gaza is "unjustifiable" and its relentless bombing causing escalating casualties, destruction and dire humanitarian needs is "horrific," a senior U.N. official says.
Assistant Secretary-General Khaled Khiari told the U.N. Security Council Wednesday that life for Palestinians has become "untenable" in North Gaza, singling out Israel's military operations especially around Jabaliya, Beit Lahiya and Beit Hanoun where the U.N. says Israel has refused to allow aid convoys.

    


He condemned the widespread killing and injury of civilians in Gaza and Israel's use of weapons in densely populated areas that have caused massive casualties and damage to residential buildings, schools, hospitals, mosques and U.N. premises.
Riyad Mansour, the Palestinian U.N. ambassador, accused Israel of killing, starving and forcibly displacing Palestinians in Gaza. "The aim has always been to ensure that Israel could seize maximum Palestinian land with minimum Palestinians," he said.
Israel's U.N. Ambassador Danny Danon said that humanitarian aid is getting into Gaza and touted Israel's actions in 2024 to dismantle Hamas in Gaza and heavily degrade Hezbollah in Lebanon. He also praised the Assad regime crumbling "to dust" in Syria.
All these events are connected, he said. "And together they present an extraordinary opportunity to this council and the world, ... the chance to finally end the Islamic regime of Iran's aspirations for a Shiite supremacist empire."
He urged the Security Council to implement "crushing sanctions" on Iran and declare its Revolutionary Guard Corps -- "its tentacle of terror" -- a terrorist organization.

    


Israeli forces hit the ICU at a northern Gaza hospital, doctor says
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Israeli forces fired directly at the intensive care unit at Kamal Adwan Hospital in northern Gaza, the facility's director said Wednesday, knocking the last ICU in the north out of service and killing at least eight people in nearby buildings.
Palestinian medical staff rushed patients out of the ICU late Tuesday after Israeli tank shelling caused fires, said Dr. Hussam Abu Safiya in a written statement. 
"The scene inside the ICU was like a war zone," he said, as medics put out the flames with blankets and their bare hands because the hospital had no water or fire extinguishers. "It is incomprehensible why we are being targeted in such a brutal way."
The Israeli military said it was "not aware of any strike or shooting towards the ICU in Kamal Adwan hospital," and was looking into whether there had been fighting nearby.

    


In a video Abu Safiya posted to social media, medical staff can be seen trying to extinguish orange flames in a smoke-filled hospital room. Another clip showed what appeared to be human remains burned beyond recognition on a stretcher.
Abu Safiya said people with their bodies on fire had run out of a nearby building that was hit by Israeli airstrikes. At least eight of them died, and he said there were children trapped under the rubble.
Israel says it only strikes militants and blames Hamas for civilian deaths because its fighters operate in residential areas. Kamal Adwan Hospital has been struck multiple times over the past two months since Israel launched a military operation against Hamas in northern Gaza.

    


Syrians recover human remains from site used by Hezbollah and other Assad allies
DAMASCUS -- The Syrian Civil Defense group, known as the White Helmets, uncovered at least 21 corpses as well as incomplete human remains on Wednesday in the Sayyida Zeinab suburb of the capital Damascus.
The discovery was made at a site previously used by Lebanon's Hezbollah and Iran-backed Iraqi militias, both allies of deposed President Bashar Assad during the country's civil war. The site included a field kitchen, a drugstore and a morgue, according to Ammar al-Salmo, an official with the White Helmets, a volunteer organization that operated in areas that were controlled by the opposition.
Rescue teams in white hazmat suits searched the site, located not far from the revered shrine of Sayyida Zeinab, the granddaughter of Prophet Mohammad. The remains were placed into black bags and loaded onto a truck as bystanders from the neighborhood looked on.
"Some (of the remains) are skeletons, others are incomplete, and there are bags of small bones. We cannot yet determine the number of victims," al-Salmo said.
"Damascus has become a mass grave," he said, pointing out the growing reports of war-related graves and burial sites in the capital and other places in Syria.
Iran and Hezbollah provided Assad's government with military, financial and logistical support during the civil war.
Israeli settlers briefly crossed into Lebanon, the military says
JERUSALEM -- A group of Israeli settlers have briefly crossed the border into Lebanon before they were removed by troops, the military acknowledged Wednesday. 
The civilians who crossed the border came from the Uri Tzafon movement, a group calling for Israeli settlement of southern Lebanon. Photos posted by the group online Saturday showed a small group of activists holding signs and erecting tents inside Lebanon while Israeli soldiers were present.
After first denying the reports to Israeli media, the military said Wednesday that civilians had crossed the border "by a few meters" and were removed by troops.
The military called the border breach a "serious incident" and said it was investigating.
"Any attempt to approach or cross the border into Lebanese territory without coordination poses a life-threatening risk and interferes with the IDF's ability to operate in the area and carry out its mission," the military said, using the acronym for the Israel Defense Forces. 
The settler group Uri Tzafon, which means "Awaken the North" in Hebrew, crossed the border in the area of the Lebanese village of Maroun Al-Ras. In the past, the movement has said the area is home to an old Hebrew settlement.
Groups of settler activists also have breached the Gaza border more than once since the Israel-Hamas war erupted on Oct. 7, 2023, at one point erecting small wooden tents before they were evacuated by troops. Daniela Weiss, the leader of the movement to resettle Gaza, claims she has entered Gaza twice since the start of the war.
Israel's settler movement has been emboldened by its current government -- the furthest-right in Israeli history -- and is now seeking to expand to parts of southern Lebanon and the north of the Gaza. 
UN envoy says Syria needs a credible and inclusive transition 
DAMASCUS, Syria -- The U.N. envoy to Syria said after concluding a visit to Damascus and meeting the new administration that the country needs "a political transition that will be credible, inclusive and include the broadest range of the Syrian society and Syrian parties."
Geir Pedersen said Wednesday that the process should take place under a U.N. resolution adopted in 2015 to help negotiate a political solution between the government of now-deposed President Bashar Assad and the opposition.
"There is a lot of hope. We can all see the beginning of a new Syria ... that in line with Security Council Resolution 2254 will adopt a new constitution that will ensure that there is a new social contract for all Syrians and that we will have free and fair elections when that time comes after a transitional period, also in line with Security Council Resolution 2254," Pedersen said.
It is not yet clear if Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, or HTS, the main former rebel group now in control of Syria, will pursue such a process. The group has set up an interim administration comprising members of its "salvation government" that had ruled its former stronghold in northern Syria. It will oversee the country until March, but the new rulers have not made clear how the transition to a fully empowered government would take place.
Pedersen also warned of ongoing violence in parts of the country, particularly in the northeast, where U.S.-backed, Kurdish-led forces and Turkish-backed armed groups have clashed, and called for humanitarian assistance and for starting a process to end Western sanctions on Syria.
Israeli students walk out of class to call for release of hostages 
JERUSALEM -- Hundreds of Israeli students walked out of school Wednesday to call for an immediate deal to release the remaining hostages held by Hamas in the Gaza Strip as there appears to be progress in ceasefire talks.
From Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, students headed for central junctions, blocking roads and holding signs with the faces of the captives remaining in Gaza after 14 months of war. 
There are 100 hostages in Gaza, a third of whom Israel's government says are dead. Hamas militants dragged them to Gaza in the October 2023 attack on Israel that sparked the war. 
At the high school in central Israel attended by hostages Naama Levy and Guy Illouz, who Israel's military says was killed in the Oct. 7 attack, students crammed the auditorium with signs reading "Bring them Home Now." 
In Tel Aviv, high school students chanted, "Their time is up. There's a deal on the table."
Netanyahu takes the stand on Day 4 of corruption trials
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu took the stand on the fourth day of testimony in his corruption trials Wednesday, saying the accusations against him are "idiotic." 
Netanyahu, the first sitting Israeli leader to take the stand as a criminal defendant, is on trial on charges of fraud, breach of trust and accepting bribes in three separate cases.
Netanyahu was supposed to testify on Tuesday, but it was canceled after he requested a postponement due to "security reasons."
Netanyahu went to the summit of Mount Hermon, part of the Syrian buffer zone that Israeli forces seized after President Bashar Assad was ousted by rebels last week. It appeared to be the first time an Israeli leader had set foot that far into Syria.
The testimony, set to take place six hours a day, three days a week for several weeks, will take up a significant chunk of Netanyahu's working hours. Critics ask if he can capably manage a country embroiled in a war on one front, containing the fallout from a second, and keeping tabs on other potential regional threats, including from Iran.
Damascus airport reopens
 for domestic flights
DAMASCUS, Syria -- The Damascus airport reopened Wednesday for the first time since the fall of the government of Bashar Assad, and the first civilian plane took off from Damascus and landed in the northern city of Aleppo.
The airport is currently open only to domestic flights, but Syrian airspace is open to international traffic. 
Airport officials have not yet specified when international flights will resume at the Damascus airport, but Saad Khair Bec, technical supervisor, called Wednesday's reopening "an important day in the life of the Syrian people ... after the fall of the former shabby regime."
State institutions have been gradually returning to work in recent days, including the main port in the coastal city of Latakia. 
UN migration agency head says interim Syria leaders recognize challenges ahead
GENEVA -- The head of the U.N. migration agency said she was reassured by commitments she heard from Syria's new caretaker government in meetings in Damascus, as the country seeks to rebuild after more than a half-century of rule under the Assad family.
Amy Pope, director-general of the International Organization for Migration, said in a phone interview Wednesday that Syria's new leaders "recognize the job they have ahead of them is enormous and that they need the support of the international community."
IOM estimates about 100,000 people -- many looking to return to their former homes -- have entered Syria from neighboring countries since Dec. 8, the day former President Bashar Assad fled the country as opposition fighters swarmed into the capital.
"We are also seeing about 85,000 people come out" of Syria into Lebanon through established border crossing points, she said. "It's a rough figure: There's certainly people who cross informally and so they're not counted."
Most of those found to be leaving are Shiite Muslims, she said. The armed groups who took control of Syria are primarily from the country's majority Sunni Muslim community, including Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, the terrorist-designated group that led the coalition of armed opposition groups that drove Assad from power.
"There's no question to me that at this moment in time, they are looking for ways to make this work, to be more inclusive, to build partnerships across the international community, to build partnerships with other governments," Pope said of the caretaker government. "It's just going to be a question of whether they can deliver."

IOM said Pope was one of the first heads of a U.N. agency to visit Syria since Assad's ouster, and she met with unspecified members of the caretaker government on Tuesday, as well as U.N. officials and advocacy groups.
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            The Federal Reserve cut its key interest rate Wednesday by a quarter-point -- its third cut this year -- but also signaled that it expects to reduce rates more slowly next year than it previously envisioned, largely because of still-elevated inflation.
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            Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell speaks during a news conference at the Federal Reserve, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Federal Reserve cut its key interest rate Wednesday by a quarter-point -- its third cut this year -- but also signaled that it expects to reduce rates more slowly next year than it previously envisioned, mostly because of still-elevated inflation. 
The Fed's 19 policymakers projected that they will cut their benchmark rate by a quarter-point just twice in 2025, down from their estimate in September of four rate cuts. Their new projections suggest that consumers may not enjoy much lower rates next year for mortgages, auto loans, credit cards and other forms of borrowing. 
The central bank's expectation of just two rate cuts in 2025 rattled Wall Street, sending stock prices plummeting in the worst day for the market in four months. The Dow Jones Industrial Average closed down more than 1,100 points, roughly 2.5%. The Nasdaq composite was hit worse: It sank about 3.5% Wednesday. Higher interest rates can slow business expansion. 

    


Speaking at a news conference, Chair Jerome Powell underscored that policymakers are slowing their rate reductions as their benchmark rate nears a level that policymakers refer to as "neutral" -- the level that is thought to neither spur nor hinder the economy. 




Wednesday's projections suggest that the policymakers think they may be close to that level. Their benchmark rate stands at 4.3% after the latest rate cut, which followed a steep half-point reduction in September and a quarter-point cut last month. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I think that a slower pace of (rate) cuts really reflects both the higher inflation readings we've had this year and the expectations that inflation will be higher" in 2025, Powell said. "We're closer to the neutral rate, which is another reason to be cautious about further moves."
Blerina Uruci, chief economist at T. Rowe Price, said the tone of Powell's news conference was surprisingly "hawkish," meaning that it seemed to favor maintaining relatively high rates.

    


Uruci noted that Powell said the Fed's decision Wednesday to reduce its benchmark rate by a quarter-point was a "closer call," indicating that there was opposition to the move. Indeed, four officials supported keeping rates unchanged Wednesday, according to the projections. Not all 19 policymakers have a vote at each meeting. One -- Beth Hammack, head of the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland -- voted against the rate cut because she favored keeping rates unchanged. 
"The committee might be quite divided at this point," Uruci said. "And we have a growing hawkish contingent." 
At his news conference, Powell acknowledged that at least some Fed officials have begun to assess the potential effects of President-elect Donald Trump's policies on the economy and inflation. The Fed chair noted that some policymakers think that since the election, the future path of inflation has become harder to gauge. Trump's threats to impose tariffs on all imports and to engage in mass deportations of migrants could worsen inflation next year. 
"It's kind of common-sense thinking that when the path is uncertain, you go a little bit slower," Powell said. "It's not unlike driving on a foggy night or walking into a dark room with furniture. Just slow down."

    


This year's Fed rate reductions have marked a reversal after more than two years of high rates, which largely helped tame inflation but also made borrowing painfully expensive for American consumers.
But now, the Fed is facing a variety of challenges as it seeks to complete a "soft landing" for the economy, whereby high rates manage to curb inflation without causing a recession. Chief among them is that inflation remains sticky: According to the Fed's preferred gauge, annual "core" inflation, which excludes the most volatile categories, was 2.8% in October. That is still persistently above the central bank's 2% target.
At the same time, the economy is growing briskly, which suggests that higher rates haven't much restrained the economy. As a result, some economists -- and some Fed officials -- have argued that borrowing rates shouldn't be lowered much more for fear of overheating the economy and re-igniting inflation. 

    


On the other hand, the pace of hiring has cooled significantly since 2024 began, a potential worry because one of the Fed's mandates is to achieve maximum employment. 
"We don't think we need further cooling in the labor market to get inflation below 2%," Powell said at his news conference.
The unemployment rate, while still low at 4.2%, has risen nearly a full percentage point in the past two years. Concern over rising unemployment contributed to the Fed's decision in September to cut its key rate by a larger-than-usual half point.
Asked why the central bank envisions any rate cuts in 2025 given still-elevated inflation, Powell noted that the Fed's latest projections "have core inflation coming down to 2.5% next year."

    


"That would be significant progress," he said. "We'd be seeing meaningful progress to get inflation down to that level." 
The Fed chair added: "We and most other forecasters still feel that we are on track to get down to 2%. It might take a year or two from here."
Trump has proposed a range of tax cuts -- on Social Security benefits, tipped income and overtime income -- as well as a scaling-back of regulations. Collectively, these moves could stimulate growth. At the same time, Trump has threatened to impose a variety of tariffs and to seek mass deportations of migrants, which could accelerate inflation. 
Powell acknowledged that Fed officials are seeking "to understand ways tariffs can affect inflation and the economy and how to think about that."
The Fed's uncertainty about the economy's future path was underscored by the quarterly economic projections the Fed issued Wednesday. The policymakers now expect overall inflation, as measured by their preferred gauge, to rise slightly from 2.3% now to 2.5% by the end of 2025. That is far below its peak of 7.2% in June 2022. 

Even so, the prospect of slightly higher inflation makes it harder for the Fed to reduce borrowing costs because high interest rates are its principal weapon against inflation.
"From here, it's a new phase," Powell said, "and we're going to be cautious about new cuts."
___
AP Business Writer Alex Veiga contributed to this report from Los Angeles.
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Global warming can't be ignored, Montana's top court says, upholding landmark climate case
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            Youth plaintiffs in the Held v. Montana climate case leave the Montana Supreme Court, on July 10, 2024, in Helena, Mont. (Thom Bridge/Independent Record via AP, File)
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            Dale Schowengerdt, representing Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte and state environmental agencies, argues before the Montana Supreme Court, on July 10, 2024, in Helena, Mont., in the youth climate lawsuit Held v. Montana. (Thom Bridge/Independent Record via AP, File)
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            Dale Schowengerdt, representing Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte and state environmental agencies, argues before the Montana Supreme Court, on July 10, 2024, in Helena, Mont., in the youth climate lawsuit Held v. Montana. (Thom Bridge/Independent Record via AP, File)
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                                        HELENA, Mont. (AP) -- Montana's Supreme Court on Wednesday upheld a landmark climate ruling that said the state was violating residents' constitutional right to a clean environment by permitting oil, gas and coal projects without regard for global warming. 
The justices, in a 6-1 ruling, rejected the state's argument that greenhouse gases released from Montana fossil fuel projects are minuscule on a global scale and reducing them would have no effect on climate change, likening it to asking: "If everyone else jumped off a bridge, would you do it too?"
The plaintiffs can enforce their environmental rights "without requiring everyone else to stop jumping off bridges or adding fuel to the fire," Chief Justice Mike McGrath wrote for the majority. "Otherwise the right to a clean and healthful environment is meaningless."
Only a few other states, including Hawaii, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and New York, have similar environmental protections enshrined in their constitutions. 

    


The lawsuit filed in 2020 by 16 Montanans --who are now ages 7 to 23 -- was considered a breakthrough in attempts by young environmentalists and their attorneys to use the courts to leverage action on climate change. 




"This ruling is a victory not just for us, but for every young person whose future is threatened by climate change," lead plaintiff Rikki Held said in a statement Wednesday.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
During the 2023 trial in state District Court, the young plaintiffs described how climate change profoundly affects their lives: worsening wildfires foul the air they breathe, while drought and decreased snowpack deplete rivers that sustain farming, fish, wildlife and recreation and affect Native traditions.
Going forward, Montana must "carefully assess the greenhouse gas emissions and climate impacts of all future fossil fuel permits," said Melissa Hornbein, an attorney with the Western Environmental Law Center and attorney for the plaintiffs. 

    


Republican Gov. Greg Gianforte said the state was still reviewing the decision, but warned of "perpetual lawsuits that will waste taxpayer dollars and drive up energy bills for hardworking Montanans."
"This decision does nothing more than declare open season on Montana's all-of-the-above approach to energy," he said, which promotes using both fossil fuels and renewables.
A day earlier, Gianforte held meetings on how the state can increase energy production, which involved energy suppliers, large energy consumers, public utility companies, transmission stakeholders and legislators.
Incoming Senate President Matt Regier and House Speaker Brandon Ler, both Republicans, joined Gianforte in alleging the justices were overstepping their authority and had strayed into making policy. 
"Judicial reform was already a top priority for Republican lawmakers," Regier and Ler said, warning the justices to "buckle up."
Montana courts have blocked or overturned numerous laws passed by Republicans in the 2021 and 2023 legislative sessions as being unconstitutional, including laws to limit access to abortion.

    


In seeking to overturn the District Court ruling, the state had argued the plaintiffs should be required to challenge individual fossil fuel development permits as they're issued -- which would have involved trying to challenge even smaller amounts of emissions.
Carbon dioxide, which is released when fossil fuels are burned, traps heat in the atmosphere and is largely responsible for the warming of the climate. June brought record warm global temperatures for the 13th straight month, according to European climate service Copernicus. The streak ended in July.

Montana's Constitution requires agencies to "maintain and improve" a clean environment. A law signed by Gianforte last year said environmental reviews may not consider climate impacts unless the federal government makes carbon dioxide a regulated pollutant. The Montana Supreme Court's ruling found that law to be unconstitutional.
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Bird flu: Louisiana patient is first severe case and California declares emergency
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            Health officials on Wednesday confirmed the first known severe illness in the U.S. caused by bird flu, and California's governor declared a state of emergency as the virus rampages through dairy cattle in the state.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE -This colorized electron microscope image released by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases on March 26, 2024, shows avian influenza A H5N1 virus particles (yellow), grown in Madin-Darby Canine Kidney (MDCK) epithelial cells (blue). (CDC/NIAID via AP, File)
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            FILE -This colorized electron microscope image released by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases on March 26, 2024, shows avian influenza A H5N1 virus particles (yellow), grown in Madin-Darby Canine Kidney (MDCK) epithelial cells (blue). (CDC/NIAID via AP, File)
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                                        Health officials on Wednesday confirmed the first known severe illness in the U.S. caused by bird flu, and California's governor declared a state of emergency as the virus rampages through dairy cattle in that state. 
A person in Louisiana is hospitalized in critical condition with severe respiratory symptoms caused by a bird flu infection, state health officials said. The person, who is over 65 and has underlying medical problems, had been in contact with sick and dead birds in a backyard flock. 
It's the first human case in the U.S. linked to exposure to backyard birds, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Since March, more than 60 bird flu infections in people have been reported in the U.S., but previous illnesses have been mild and most have been detected among farmworkers exposed to sick poultry or dairy cows. In two cases -- and adult in Missouri and a child in California -- health officials have not determined how they caught it. 

    


CDC officials said that bird flu is still mainly an animal health issues and that the risk to the general public remains low. There has been no documented spread of the virus from person to person, said the CDC's Dr. Demetre Daskalakis. 




The Louisiana illness comes weeks after Canadian officials reported that a teen in British Columbia was hospitalized with a severe case of bird flu. In both instances, the illnesses were caused by a strain of the virus found in wild birds, not in cattle, officials said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On a call with reporters, CDC officials did not answer a question about whether the new U.S. case and the Canada case had any similarities or differences. 
In California, Gov. Gavin Newsom declared the state of emergency as cases of the virus were detected in dairy cows on Southern California farms. Previously, the virus had been detected in state's Central Valley. 
"This proclamation is a targeted action to ensure government agencies have the resources and flexibility they need to respond quickly to this outbreak," Newsom said in a statement. 

    


The virus has been detected in 865 dairy herds in 16 states, with nearly 650 of them in California. Raw milk from infected cattle was recalled late last month after the virus was found in samples sold in California stores. 
On Wednesday, Los Angeles County health officials confirmed the deaths of two cats from bird flu infections after drinking the recalled raw milk. 
Flu experts said the trajectory of the virus in people remains unclear, but they urged people who have contact with sick or dead birds to take precautions, including wearing respiratory and eye protection and gloves when handling poultry. 
"We may see more cases of severe disease in the U.S. since cases seem to be growing more frequent," said Angela Rasmussen, a virus expert at the University of Saskatchewan in Canada.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Judge: Pardoning Oath Keepers leader Stewart Rhodes for Capitol riot plot would be 'frightening'
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                    Stewart Rhodes, founder of the Oath Keepers, speaks during a rally outside the White House in Washington, June 25, 2017. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The federal judge who presided over the seditious conspiracy case against Oath Keepers members said Wednesday that it would be "frightening" if the anti-government group's founder, Stewart Rhodes, is pardoned for orchestrating a violent plot to keep Donald Trump in the White House after he lost the 2020 presidential election.
President-elect Donald Trump repeatedly has vowed to pardon rioters who stormed the U.S. Capitol nearly four years ago. Rhodes is serving an 18-year prison sentence after a jury convicted him and other Oath Keepers members of seditious conspiracy, the most serious charge stemming from the Jan. 6, 2021, attack by a mob of Trump supporters.
U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta alluded to the prospect of Rhodes receiving a presidential pardon as he sentenced William Todd Wilson, a former Oath Keepers member from North Carolina who pleaded guilty to seditious conspiracy.

    


"The notion that Stewart Rhodes could be absolved of his actions is frightening and ought to be frightening to anyone who cares about democracy in this country," Mehta said.
Mehta isn't the first judge at the federal courthouse in Washington, D.C., to criticize the possibility that Trump could pardon hundreds of Capitol rioters when he returns to the White House next month. U.S. District Judge Carl Nichols, a Trump nominee, said during a hearing last month that it would be " beyond frustrating and disappointing " if the Republican president-elect issues blanket pardons to Capitol rioters. 




On the campaign trial this year, Trump repeatedly referred to Jan. 6 rioters as "hostages" and "patriots" and said he "absolutely" would pardon rioters who assaulted police "if they're innocent." Trump also has suggested that he would consider pardoning former Proud Boys leader Enrique Tarrio, who was sentenced to 22 years in prison for a separate plot to stop the peaceful transfer of presidential power from Trump to President Joe Biden.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Over 20 judges have presided over more than 1,500 cases against people charged in the Jan. 6 riot. Many Capitol riot defendants have asked for post-election delays in their cases, but judges largely have denied their requests and forged ahead with sentencings, guilty pleas and other hearings.

    


Wilson, 48, of Newton Grove, North Carolina, was one of several Oath Keepers who cooperated with the Justice Department's investigation of the far-right extremist group -- one of the most consequential prosecutions arising from the Jan. 6 siege.
Mehta sentenced Wilson to one year of home detention and three years of probation instead of prison. Prosecutors had recommended one year of incarceration for Wilson, a U.S. Army veteran and former firefighter.
The judge praised Wilson's courage for acknowledging his guilt while many of his co-conspirators have not.
"Setting the history books straight came at a great price to you," Mehta told Wilson, who lost his military benefits after his guilty plea in May 2022. 
Rhodes and his followers amassed weapons and set up "quick reaction force" teams at a Virginia hotel that could ferry guns into the nation's capital if they were needed to support their plot. The guns stayed at the hotel, but Mehta said it is chilling to think that "one order from a madman" could have led to weapons deployed during a riot.

    


"Just to speak those words out loud ought to be shocking to anyone," the judge added.
Wilson didn't testify at any of the trials for Oath Keepers leaders, members and associates charged in the Jan. 6 attack. Prosecutors said he harmed his credibility by making contradictory statements to investigators about his criminal conduct.
"What we want to hear from witnesses is the truth, unvarnished and without an attempt to curry favor with the government," said Assistant U.S. Attorney Kathryn Rakoczy.
Wilson expressed remorse and shame for his role in the Jan. 6 attack.
"I have lost a lot of things since then," he said. "The mental burden that this has had on me has been almost unbearable."
Also on Wednesday, prosecutors asked a different judge to reject a convicted Capitol rioter's request to attend Trump's Jan. 20 inauguration ceremony in Washington while she is under the court's supervision. The rioter, New Hampshire resident Cindy Young, was sentenced on Nov. 21 to four months of prison and one year of supervised release.

Prosecutors argued that Young poses a danger to the nation's capital and to the police officers who defended the Capitol on Jan. 6. U.S. Magistrate Judge Michael Harvey gave Young until Dec. 24 to respond to prosecutors' arguments.
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Supreme Court to weigh state moves to cut off Medicaid funding to Planned Parenthood
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                    The Supreme Court is pictured, Oct. 7, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court said Wednesday it will consider South Carolina's move to cut off Medicaid funding to Planned Parenthood, the latest abortion-related case since the justices overturned Roe v. Wade.
The court agreed to take up the state's appeal of a lower-court ruling focused on whether Medicaid patients can sue over their right to choose their own qualified provider. The case will be argued in the spring.
South Carolina moved in 2018 to cut off funding to Planned Parenthood. The organization uses Medicaid funding for family planning health services rather than abortions, but Gov. Henry McMaster said any public money sent there "results in the subsidy of abortion." 
Medicaid does not pay for abortion except in cases when a pregnant woman's life is at risk or the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. Planned Parenthood has previously said it gets less than $100,000 in South Carolina, one of many conservative-leaning states that sought to halt or reduce public funding for the nation's largest U.S. abortion provider.

    


The 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals blocked the move after a challenge from the organization and a patient. It found that federal law lets Medicaid patients choose their providers, and sue if necessary. 




Planned Parenthood's medical services include birth control, cancer screenings and STD testing as well as abortions. Its two clinics in South Carolina serve hundreds of patients a year covered by Medicaid, a joint federal and state program that covers health services for low-income people.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
South Carolina now bans abortion around six weeks of pregnancy, or when cardiac activity is detected, with limited exceptions. Most Republican-controlled states have move to restrict it since the high court overturned constitutional protections for abortion in 2022.
"South Carolina is free to use its limited funding to subsidize life-affirming care," said John Bursch, an attorney with the group Alliance Defending Freedom who is representing the state. Other appeals courts have differed from the 4th Circuit, making it more important for the Supreme Court to take up the issue, he said. 

    


Planned Parenthood had urged the court not to take up the case, saying in court papers that its affiliates "provide essential medical care to low-income individuals" and the law clearly gives patients the right to sue if cut off from accessing it. 

The case is "politics at its worst," Jenny Black, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood South Atlantic, said in a statement. Black's organization operates the South Carolina clinics.
"Everyone should be able to access quality, affordable health care from a provider they trust," she said.
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France's highest court upholds corruption conviction of former President Nicolas Sarkozy
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            Former French President Nicolas Sarkozy arrives at the courtroom for his appeal trial of trying to bribe a magistrate in exchange for information about a legal case in which he was implicated Monday, Dec. 5, 2022 in Paris. (AP Photo/Francois Mori, File)
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            Former French President Nicolas Sarkozy looks on as he attends a ceremony at the Arc de Triomphe, as part of the commemorations marking the105th anniversary of the Nov. 11, 1918 Armistice, ending World War I, Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023 in Paris. (Ludovic Marin/Pool via AP, File)
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            Former French President Nicolas Sarkozy, right, and his lawyer Jacqueline Laffont, center, arrive at the courtroom, Monday, Nov. 23, 2020 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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            In this Tuesday May 1, 2012 file picture, French President and conservative candidate for his re-election in the 2012 French presidential elections, Nicolas Sarkozy reacts to supporters as he arrives on stage at Trocadero square. (AP Photo/Philippe Wojazer, Pool, File)
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            In this Monday Nov. 11, 2019 file photo, French former president Nicolas Sarkozy attends a ceremony at the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. (Ludovic Marin/Pool via AP, file)
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            Former French President Nicolas Sarkozy arrives at the courtroom for his appeal trial of trying to bribe a magistrate in exchange for information about a legal case in which he was implicated Monday, Dec. 5, 2022 in Paris. (AP Photo/Francois Mori, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- France's highest court has upheld an appeal court decision which had found former President Nicolas Sarkozy guilty of corruption and influence peddling while he was the country's head of state.
Sarkozy, 69, faces a year in prison, but is expected to ask to be detained at home with an electronic bracelet -- as is the case for any sentence of two years or less.
He was found guilty of corruption and influence peddling by both a Paris court in 2021 and an appeals court in 2023 for trying to bribe a magistrate in exchange for information about a legal case in which he was implicated.
"The convictions and sentences are therefore final," a Court of Cassation statement on Wednesday said.
Sarkozy, who was France's president from 2007 to 2012, retired from public life in 2017 though still plays an influential role in French conservative politics. He was among the guests who attended the reopening of Notre Dame Cathedral earlier this month.

    


Sarkozy, in a statement posted on X, said "I will assume my responsibilities and face all the consequences."
He added: "I have no intention of complaining. But I am not prepared to accept the profound injustice done to me."




Sarkozy said he will seek to bring the case to the European Court of Human Rights, and hopes those proceedings will result in "France being condemned."
He reiterated his "full innocence." 
"My determination is total in this case as in all others," he concluded.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Sarkozy's lawyer, Patrice Spinosi, said his client "will comply" with the ruling. This means the former president will have to wear an electronic bracelet, Spinosi said.
It is the first time in France's modern history that a former president has been convicted and sentenced to a prison term for actions during his term. 
Sarkozy's predecessor, Jacques Chirac, was found guilty in 2011 of misuse of public money during his time as Paris mayor and was given a two-year suspended prison sentence.

    


Sarkozy has been involved in several other legal cases. He has denied any wrongdoing. 
He faces another trial next month in Paris over accusations he took millions of dollars from then-Libyan dictator Moammar Gadhafi to illegally finance his successful 2007 campaign.
The corruption case that led to Wednesday's ruling focused on phone conversations that took place in February 2014.
At the time, investigative judges had launched an inquiry into the financing of Sarkozy's 2007 presidential campaign. During the inquiry, they discovered that Sarkozy and his lawyer, Thierry Herzog, were communicating via secret mobile phones registered to the alias "Paul Bismuth."
Wiretapped conversations on those phones led prosecutors to suspect Sarkozy and Herzog of promising magistrate Gilbert Azibert a job in Monaco in exchange for leaking information about another legal case involving Sarkozy. Azibert never got the post and legal proceedings against Sarkozy have been dropped in the case he was seeking information about.

Prosecutors had concluded, however, that the proposal still constitutes corruption under French law, even if the promise wasn't fulfilled. Sarkozy vigorously denied any malicious intention in his offer to help Azibert.
Azibert and Herzog have also been found guilty in the case. 
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Ontario's premier says Trump's tariffs would be a disaster for US markets
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                    Ontario Premier Doug Ford attends a news conference at Queen's Park Legislature in Toronto, on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- The premier of Canada's most populous province said Tuesday President-elect Donald Trump's plan to impose sweeping 25% tariffs on all Canadian products would be a "disaster" that would hurt U.S. stock markets.
Ontario Premier Doug Ford also said in an interview with The Associated Press that he's "extremely worried" about Trump's plan to launch a mass deportation of millions of undocumented people. Ford said he has a plan to send hundreds of police officers to the border if Trump's program leads to migrants heading north.
Ford said tariffs won't work considering how integrated the U.S. and Canadian economies are. He noted that in the auto sector alone parts can go back and forth across the Canada-U.S. border several times before being fully assembled in Ontario or Michigan. 
"It is so integrated. I don't even know how you separate that in the supply chain. It would be a disaster," Ford told the AP. "It will affect the market. The market will drop and we have every CEO saying that is not the way to go."

    


Ford said the market consequences will get Trump's attention. "I know he has many scorecards, but one is the stock market," he said.




Trump responded early Wednesday by trolling Canada again.
"No one can answer why we subsidize Canada to the tune of over $100,000,000 a year? Makes no sense!," Trump posted on Truth Social. "Many Canadians want Canada to become the 51st State. They would save massively on taxes and military protection. I think it is a great idea. 51st State!!!"

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trump often brought up the 51st state line to Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau during Trump's first term in office and has gone public with it in recent weeks. 
Canada's ambassador to Washington, Kirsten Hillman, has said the U.S. had a $75 billion trade deficit with Canada last year. But she noted a third of what Canada sells into the U.S. are energy exports and prices have been high.

    


About 60% of U.S. crude oil imports and 85% of U.S. electricity imports are from Canada.
Hillman said trade balances are something that Trump focuses on so it's important to put it into context. 
"We are one-tenth the size of the United States so a balanced trade deal would mean per capita we are buying 10 times more from the U.S. than they are buying from us. If that's his metric we will certainly engage on that," Hillman told The AP. 
Ford said he's also "extremely concerned" about Trump's plans to create "the largest mass deportation program in history."
"We do have a plan ready," Ford said. "We have hundreds of provincial police officers that are ready within hours, if not immediately, to hit the borders."
Ford said local police, provincial police and the federal government will all be working together. "We'll make sure that we tighten up that border like we've never seen before," he said. 
Trump has threatened to impose 25% tariffs on all Canadian goods if Canada and Mexico do not stem the flow of migrants and fentanyl from entering the U.S. border -- even though far fewer of each crosses into the U.S. from Canada than from Mexico. 

    


Ford made the comments shortly after Canada's federal government announced more details about a billion-dollar border plan that's designed to avert the tariffs. Canada's national police plans to create a new aerial intelligence task force to provide round-the-clock surveillance of Canada's border using helicopters, drones and surveillance towers.
Canada will also propose to the United States the creation of a North American "joint strike force" to target organized crime groups that work across borders. 
Public Safety Minister Dominic LeBlanc said he has discussed parts of the plan with American officials and that he is optimistic about its reception.
"We have a lot of work ahead of us," said LeBlanc, who tried to play down the notion Canada was simply bowing to American demands.
Ford reiterated he would restrict electricity exports to Michigan, New York and Minnesota if the sweeping tariffs are imposed. 
"I want to sell them more energy, more critical minerals, but I'm going to always keep every tool in our tool box available" Ford said. "We have the energy. They need the energy."

    


Canada is also the largest foreign supplier of steel, aluminum and uranium to the U.S. and has 34 critical minerals and metals that the Pentagon is eager for. 
Nearly $3.6 billion Canadian dollars ($2.7 billion) worth of goods and services cross the border each day. Canada is the top export destination for 36 U.S. states.
"We want to sit down and explain to Trump and inform him that we aren't the enemy," Ford said. "And as for Mexico I want to do a bilateral trade deal directly with the U.S."
Flows of migrants and seizures of drugs at the two countries' border are vastly different. U.S. customs agents seized 43 pounds of fentanyl at the Canadian border during the last fiscal year, compared with 21,100 pounds at the Mexican border.

    


Most of the fentanyl reaching the U.S. -- where it causes about 70,000 overdose deaths annually -- is made by Mexican drug cartels using precursor chemicals smuggled from Asia.

On immigration, the U.S. Border Patrol reported 1.53 million encounters with migrants at the southwest border with Mexico between October 2023 and September 2024. That compares to 23,721 encounters at the Canadian border during that time.
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Supreme Court will hear arguments over the law that could ban TikTok in the US if it's not sold
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            The TikTok Inc. building is seen in Culver City, Calif., March 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)
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            FILE - Devotees of TikTok gather at the Capitol in Washington, as the House passed a bill that would lead to a nationwide ban of the popular video app if its China-based owner doesn't sell, on March 13, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            FILE - A man carries a Free TikTok sign in front of the courthouse where the hush-money trial of Donald Trump was underway on April 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            FILE - A man carries a Free TikTok sign in front of the courthouse where the hush-money trial of Donald Trump was underway on April 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Wednesday said it will hear arguments next month over the constitutionality of the federal law that could ban TikTok in the United States if its Chinese parent company doesn't sell it.
The justices will hear arguments Jan. 10 about whether the law impermissibly restricts speech in violation of the First Amendment.
The law, enacted in April, set a Jan. 19 deadline for TikTok to be sold or else face a ban in the United States. The popular social media platform has more than 170 million users in the U.S.
It's unclear how quickly a decision might come. But the high court still could act after the arguments to keep the law from taking effect pending a final ruling, if at least five of the nine justices think it's unconstitutional.
Lawyers for the company and China-based ByteDance had urged the justices to step in before Jan. 19. The high court also will hear arguments from content creators who rely on the platform for income and some TikTok users.

    


The timing of the arguments means that the outgoing Biden administration's Justice Department will make the case in defense of the law that passed Congress with bipartisan support and was signed by Democratic President Joe Biden in April.




The incoming Republican administration might not have the same view of the law. 
President-elect Donald Trump, who once supported a ban but then pledged during the campaign to "save TikTok," has said his administration would take a look at the situation. Trump met with TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew at Trump's Mar-a-Lago club in Florida on Monday.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The companies have said that a shutdown lasting just a month would cause TikTok to lose about one-third of its daily users in the U.S. and significant advertising revenue.
The case pits free speech rights against the government's stated aims of protecting national security, while raising novel issues about social media platforms.

    


"We believe the Court will find the TikTok ban unconstitutional so the over 170 million Americans on our platform can continue to exercise their free speech rights," TikTok spokesman Michael Hughes said in a statement.
Free-speech advocates also praised the court's decision to step in. 
The government should not be able to restrict speech "without proving with evidence that the tools are presently seriously harmful. But in this case, Congress has required and the DC Circuit approved TikTok's forced divestiture based only upon fears of future potential harm. This greatly lowers well-established standards for restricting freedom of speech in the U.S.," David Greene, a lawyer with the Electronic Frontier Foundation, said in a statement. 
A panel of federal judges on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit unanimously upheld the law on Dec. 6, then denied an emergency plea to delay the law's implementation.
Without court action, the law would take effect Jan. 19 and expose app stores that offer TikTok and internet hosting services that support it to potential fines.

It would be up to the Justice Department to enforce the law, investigating possible violations and seeking sanctions. But lawyers for TikTok and ByteDance have argued that Trump's Justice Department might pause enforcement or otherwise seek to mitigate the law's most severe consequences. Trump takes office a day after the law is supposed to go into effect.
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Verdicts are due in the historic French rape trial that turned Gisele Pelicot into a feminist hero

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    French judges plan to deliver hugely anticipated verdicts this week in a historic drugging-and-rape trial that has turned the victim, Gisele Pelicot, into a feminist hero. Everything about the trial in the southern French city of Avignon has been exceptional, most of all Pelicot herself. (AP video shot by Marine Lesprit)
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                                        AVIGNON, France (AP) -- French judges plan to deliver hugely anticipated verdicts on Thursday in a historic drugging-and-rape trial that has turned the victim, Gisele Pelicot, into a feminist hero.
Everything about the trial in the southern French city of Avignon has been exceptional, most of all Pelicot herself. 
She has been the epitome of steely dignity and resilience through the more than three months of appalling testimony, including extracts from her now ex-husband's sordid library of homemade abuse videos.
Dominique Pelicot carefully catalogued how he habitually tranquilized his wife of 50 years during their last decade together, so he and dozens of strangers he met online could rape her while she was unconscious. 
Staggeringly, he found it easy to recruit his alleged accomplices. Many had jobs. Most are fathers. They came from all walks of life, with the youngest in his 20s and the oldest in their 70s. In all, 50 men, including Dominique Pelicot, stood trial for aggravated rape and attempted rape. Another man was tried for aggravated sexual assault. 

    


"They regarded me like a rag doll, like a garbage bag," Gisele Pelicot testified in court.




Sifting through the charges, the evidence, the backgrounds of the accused and their defenses took so long that Dominique and Gisele Pelicot had birthdays during the trial, with both turning 72.
The five judges are ruling by secret ballot, with a majority required to convict and also on the sentences of those found guilty. Campaigners against sexual violence are hoping for exemplary prison terms and view the trial as a possible turning point in the fight against rape culture and the use of drugs to subdue victims.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
At protests during the trial, demonstrators held up pop-art images of Gisele Pelicot with her bob haircut and round sunglasses, along with slogans such as, "Shame is changing sides" and "Gisele, we believe you !" They also booed defendants as they entered the courthouse yelling, "We recognize you" and "Shame." 

    


How did the case come about? 
Dominique Pelicot's meticulous recording and cataloguing of the encounters -- police found more than 20,000 photos and videos on his computer drives, in folders titled "abuse," "her rapists" or "night alone" -- provided investigators with an abundance of evidence and helped lead them to the defendants. That also set the case apart from many others in which sexual violence is unreported or isn't prosecuted because the evidence isn't as strong.
Gisele Pelicot and her lawyers fought successfully for shocking video and other evidence to be heard and watched in open court, to show that she bore no shame and was clearly unconscious during the alleged rapes, undermining some defendants' claims that she might have been feigning sleep or even have been a willing participant.
Her courage -- one woman, alone, against dozens of men -- proved inspirational. Supporters, mostly women, lined up early each day for a place in the courthouse or to cheer and thank her as she walked in and out -- stoic, humble, and gracious but also cognizant that her ordeal resonated beyond Avignon and France.

    


She said she was fighting for "all those people around the world, women and men, who are victims of sexual violence." 
"Look around you: You are not alone," she said.
The blight of so-called chemical submission

Dominique Pelicot testified that he hid tranquilizers in food and drink that he gave his wife, knocking her out so profoundly that he could do what he wanted to her for hours.
In his medical records, police investigators found that he had been prescribed hundreds of tranquilizer tablets as well as the erectile dysfunction drug Viagra. He told police that he started drugging his wife in 2011, before they left the Paris region to retire in Mazan, a small town in Provence where he invited other men to rape her in their bedroom.
In the videos, police investigators counted 72 different abusers but weren't able to identify them all. Dominique Pelicot told investigators that he also shared advice with people about drugging techniques and provided tranquilizers to others, too.

    


Gisele Pelicot told investigators that the blackouts she suffered grew more frequent after they retired to Mazan in 2013, but that they stopped after her then-husband was taken into custody in 2020.
Spurred on by the trial, France's government this month helped roll out a media campaign alerting the public to the dangers of chemical submission, with a number for victims to call. The campaign poster reads: "Chemical submission takes away your memories but leaves traces." 
The trial focused attention on consent
Although some of the accused -- including Dominique Pelicot -- acknowledged they were guilty of rape, many did not, even in the face of video evidence. The hearings have sparked wider debate in France about whether the country's legal definition of rape should be expanded to include specific mention of consent.
Some defendants argued that Dominique Pelicot's consent covered his wife, too. Some sought to excuse their behavior by insisting that they hadn't intended to rape anyone when they responded to the husband's invites. Some laid blame at his door, saying he misled them into thinking they were partaking in consensual kink. And some suggested that perhaps he had also drugged them -- which he denied.

    


Campaigners refused to buy it. "A rape is a rape" read a large banner hung opposite the courthouse.
Prosecutor Laure Chabaud appealed to the judges for a verdict that will make clear "that ordinary rape doesn't exist, that accidental or involuntary rape doesn't exist," according to French media that followed the daily proceedings.
Caught 'upskirting' in a supermarket
What Gisele Pelicot initially described as a happy marriage to "a great guy" started to unravel in September 2020, when a supermarket security guard caught Dominique Pelicot surreptitiously filming up women's skirts. 
Police investigators called her in for questioning and confronted her with the unfathomable -- some of her husband's secret photos of her.
She left him, taking just two suitcases, "all that was left for me of 50 years of life together." 

Prosecutors have asked for the maximum possible penalty -- 20 years -- for Dominique Pelicot, and sentences of 10-18 years for the others tried on rape charges.
"Twenty years between the four walls of a prison," Chabaud, the prosecutor, said. "It's both a lot and not enough."
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            New AP-NORC polling shows that Republicans hold an overwhelmingly positive view of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., but most Democrats disapprove of President-elect Donald Trump's picking him to be the nation's top health official. (AP Video: Nathan Ellgren)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The kids seen by Dolores Mejia around suburban Phoenix have been growing heavier in recent years. Their parents, too, she says.
Mejia, a 75-year-old retiree, says she's also had her own weight struggles on the scale. 
That's why Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s pledge to "Make America Healthy Again" as he campaigned alongside Donald Trump caught her attention. She liked the questions Kennedy raised about the role of processed foods in America's obesity epidemic.
"I'm a junk food person," said Mejia, an ardent Trump supporter. "I started wondering where those extra pounds came from."
After hearing Kennedy out, she concluded: "We cannot trust the health organizations we've trusted for years to tell us that our foods are safe."
Republicans such as Mejia have embraced Kennedy, whose alliance with the president-elect could make the prominent environmentalist and vaccine skeptic the nation's top health official next year. Republicans hold an overwhelmingly positive view of Kennedy, with most approving of Trump's decision to put him in his administration, according to recent polling from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research and AP VoteCast, a survey of more than 120,000 voters in the 2024 presidential election.

    


But Americans overall are less positive about Kennedy, and there isn't broad support for some of his views, which include closer scrutiny of vaccines. 
If confirmed by the Senate, Kennedy will be charged with leading the Department of Health and Human Services, a $1.7 trillion agency that researches cancer, approves prescription drugs and provides health insurance for roughly half the country. 

    


What Americans think about RFK Jr. as nation's top health official 
About 6 in 10 Republicans approve of Kennedy's appointment to Trump's Cabinet and only about 1 in 10 disapprove, according to an AP-NORC poll conducted in December, while the 
rest aren't familiar with him or didn't have an opinion.
He's found allies in the most conservative corners of the Republican Party. Heritage Foundation President Kevin Roberts credited Kennedy at an event on Wednesday for "sounding the alarm for years" about the what he sees as the dangerous nexus of government agencies, non-profits and corporations that have made Americans sicker and more obese.
Kennedy's talk of healthy foods is what captured the attention of Natalie Moralez, a 32-year-old engineer in Albuquerque, New Mexico, who identifies as an independent. 
She likes his promises to take on powerful companies. And she's eager to see him challenge the ingredients they use in the food she finds on supermarket shelves. 
"Even just buying foods from the grocery store, like what else is in there?" Moralez said. "That's my main concern, and hopefully he can figure out what the underlying issues are and see if we can do better." 
Kennedy doesn't fare as well among Americans overall, with about 4 in 10 U.S. adults disapproving and about 3 in 10 approving of his appointment. 
Although Kennedy is a member of one of the most powerful Democratic dynasties in the country, most Democrats said they don't like that he's been named to Trump's Cabinet. About 6 in 10 Democrats "strongly disapprove" of the pick, the December poll found. That's a higher share of disapproval than other high-profile picks such as Pete Hegseth to be defense secretary or Marco Rubio for secretary of state. 
His anti-vaccine stance isn't broadly popular

    


Kennedy started his career as an environmental lawyer and won big lawsuits against companies over the chemicals used in weed killers and heavy metal smelters. 
But in recent years, he's attracted a sizable and loyal following over his claims that vaccines, recommended and championed by the nation's public health agencies, are dangerous. That's despite decades of research, laboratory testing and real-world use that shows childhood vaccinations have prevented millions of deaths. 
"There's no vaccine that is safe and effective," Kennedy said on a podcast in July 2023. During a Fox News interview the same year, he said he believes a repeatedly discredited idea that vaccines can cause autism. In recent days, Trump has increasingly suggested that the link between autism and vaccines should be studied -- although decades of research has already concluded there is no connection between the two. 

    


Trump and Kennedy allies have promised not to take away vaccines, instead saying they oppose government mandates and want to conduct more research on the vaccines. 
But about half of voters want the government to be more involved in ensuring children are vaccinated for childhood diseases, according to AP VoteCast.
About one-quarter said the government's current involvement on this is "about right," and only about 2 in 10 wanted the government to be less involved. But parents of school-age children were somewhat more likely to support a smaller government role: Roughly 3 in 10 parents of children under 18 wanted the government less involved, compared with about 2 in 10 voters without children under 18.

    


Among Trump's voters, about one-third wanted the government less involved in ensuring children are vaccinated for childhood diseases. 
A similar share wanted the government more involved, and about 3 in 10 said its involvement was about right. Roughly 4 in 10 Trump voters who are parents of children under 18 said they want the government less involved in ensuring children are vaccinated, while about one-third said they wanted it more involved.
Kennedy's anti-vaccine nonprofit group, Children's Health Defense, currently has a lawsuit pending against a number of news organizations, among them the AP, accusing them of violating antitrust laws by taking action to identify misinformation, including about COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccines. Kennedy took leave from the group when he announced his run for president but is listed as one of its attorneys in the lawsuit.
Most Republican voters liked RFK Jr., and most Democrats did not
People who voted in the presidential race this November held divided views on Kennedy, according to AP VoteCast. 
Kennedy had dropped out of the presidential race by that point, throwing his support behind Trump, but remained on the ballot in some states. 
About 4 in 10 voters had a very or somewhat favorable opinion of Kennedy, and roughly 4 in 10 had a very or somewhat unfavorable view. Slightly more than 1 in 10 did not know enough about Kennedy to have an opinion. 
Republican voters -- about two-thirds -- were more likely to hold a favorable view of Kennedy, much higher than the roughly 2 in 10 Democrats who viewed him positively. Meanwhile, about 7 in 10 Democrats had a negative opinion of Kennedy, with about half saying they had a "very unfavorable" view.
___
The AP-NORC poll of 1,251 adults was conducted Dec. 5-9, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for adults overall is plus or minus 3.7 percentage points.

AP VoteCast was a survey of the American electorate conducted by NORC at the University of Chicago for Fox News, PBS NewsHour, The Wall Street Journal and The Associated Press. The survey of more than 120,000 voters was conducted for eight days, concluding as polls closed. Interviews were conducted in English and Spanish. The survey combines a random sample of registered voters drawn from state voter files; self-identified registered voters using NORC's probability based AmeriSpeak panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population; and self-identified registered voters selected from nonprobability online panels. The margin of sampling error for voters overall is estimated to be plus or minus 0.4 percentage points. Find more details about AP VoteCast's methodology at https://ap.org/votecast.
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Several children killed in stampede at a holiday fair event in Nigeria, state governor says
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                                        ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) -- Several children have died during a stampede on Wednesday at a holiday funfair in southwestern Nigeria, authorities said.
The incident happened at the Islamic High School in Basorun, Oyo State, near the economic hub of Lagos. Security forces attended the scene and arrested the event organizers, state governor Seyi Makinde said in a statement.
"Earlier today, an incident occurred in Islamic High School Basorun, the venue of an event organised for families. Sadly, a stampede at the venue has led to multiple loss of lives and injuries. This is a very sad day," Makinde said. 
"We sympathise with the parents whose joy has suddenly been turned to mourning due to these deaths," he added.
Nigeria's national emergency services said it has deployed a team to help provide assistance to the victims.
Children injured at the venue were taken to local hospitals where parents were asked to check for missing persons. 

    


Video footage that appeared to be from the scene showed a large crowd of mostly children looking on as some children were being carried away from an open field.
Local media identified the event organizers as the Women In Need Of Guidance and Support Foundation, which held a similar event for children last year.




The group was preparing to host up to 5,000 young people at this year's event, the Oyo-based Agidigbo FM radio station reported on Tuesday, citing the organizers who had featured on its program. Children "will win exciting prizes like scholarships and other bountiful gifts," they said.

An investigation has been opened into the causes of the stampede, Makinde said, adding "anyone directly or remotely involved in this disaster will be held accountable."
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House Ethics Committee voted in secret to release the long-awaited ethics report into ex-Rep. Matt Gaetz, raising the possibility that the allegations against the Florida Republican who was President-elect Donald Trump's first choice for attorney general could be made public in the coming days. 
The decision by the bipartisan committee was made earlier this month, according to a person familiar with the vote who was not authorized to publicly discuss the matter and spoke on condition of anonymity Wednesday. CNN first reported the vote.
It's a stunning turnaround for the often secretive panel of five Republicans and five Democrats. Just last month, members voted along party lines to not release the findings of their nearly four-year investigation into allegations of sexual misconduct with minors and use of illicit drugs while Gaetz was in office. 

    


Democrats had pressed to make the report public even though Gaetz was no longer in Congress and had withdrawn as Trump's pick to lead the Justice Department. A vote on the House floor this month to force the report's release failed; all but one Republican voted against it. 




Gaetz lashed out Wedneday on social media against the latest development, again denying any wrongdoing. He criticized the committee for its move after he had left Congress, saying he would have "no opportunity to debate or rebut as a former member of the body." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's embarrassing, though not criminal, that I probably partied, womanized, drank and smoked more than I should have earlier in life," Gaetz posted on X, the website formerly known as Twitter. "I live a different life now."
Most Republicans have argued that any congressional investigation into Gaetz ended when he resigned from the House. Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., also requested that the committee not publish its report, saying it would be a terrible precedent.

    


While ethics reports have previously been released after a member's resignation, it is extremely rare.
Gaetz has noted that the Justice Department's separate investigation against him into sex trafficking allegations involving underage girls ended last year without federal charges.

Onetime political ally Joel Greenberg, a fellow Republican who served as the tax collector in Florida's Seminole County, admitted as part of a plea deal with prosecutors in 2021 that he paid women and an underage girl to have sex with him and other men. The men were not identified in court documents when he pleaded guilty. Greenberg was sentenced in late 2022 to 11 years in prison.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/matt-gaetz-ethics-report-house-committee-vote-4db3ee2d94dbcbfb6ed5e641d455d734



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Musk and Trump are viewed roughly the same by Americans, an AP-NORC poll finds

    Musk and Trump are viewed roughly the same by Americans, an AP-NORC poll finds

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk, left, and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump attend a campaign event at the Butler Farm Show, Oct. 5, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 7 | 
            Elon Musk speaks after President-elect Donald Trump spoke during an America First Policy Institute gala at his Mar-a-Lago estate, Nov. 14, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            In this picture taken through a window, President-elect Donald Trump, from left, Trump's pick for the planned Department of Government Efficiency Elon Musk and Vice President-elect JD Vance attend the NCAA college football game between Army and Navy at Northwest Stadium in Landover, Md., Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump listens to Elon Musk as he arrives to watch SpaceX's mega rocket Starship lift off for a test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Nov. 19, 2024. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump poses for a photo with Dana White, Kid Rock and Elon Musk at UFC 309 at Madison Square Garden, Nov. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            Elon Musk speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            Elon Musk jumps on the stage as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at the Butler Farm Show, Oct. 5, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Musk and Trump are viewed roughly the same by Americans, an AP-NORC poll finds

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk, left, and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump attend a campaign event at the Butler Farm Show, Oct. 5, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 7

                                    
                                    Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk, left, and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump attend a campaign event at the Butler Farm Show, Oct. 5, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 7 | 
            Elon Musk speaks after President-elect Donald Trump spoke during an America First Policy Institute gala at his Mar-a-Lago estate, Nov. 14, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7

                                    
                                    Elon Musk speaks after President-elect Donald Trump spoke during an America First Policy Institute gala at his Mar-a-Lago estate, Nov. 14, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            In this picture taken through a window, President-elect Donald Trump, from left, Trump's pick for the planned Department of Government Efficiency Elon Musk and Vice President-elect JD Vance attend the NCAA college football game between Army and Navy at Northwest Stadium in Landover, Md., Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 7

                                    
                                    In this picture taken through a window, President-elect Donald Trump, from left, Trump's pick for the planned Department of Government Efficiency Elon Musk and Vice President-elect JD Vance attend the NCAA college football game between Army and Navy at Northwest Stadium in Landover, Md., Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump listens to Elon Musk as he arrives to watch SpaceX's mega rocket Starship lift off for a test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Nov. 19, 2024. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 7

                                    
                                    President-elect Donald Trump listens to Elon Musk as he arrives to watch SpaceX's mega rocket Starship lift off for a test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Nov. 19, 2024. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump poses for a photo with Dana White, Kid Rock and Elon Musk at UFC 309 at Madison Square Garden, Nov. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 7

                                    
                                    President-elect Donald Trump poses for a photo with Dana White, Kid Rock and Elon Musk at UFC 309 at Madison Square Garden, Nov. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            Elon Musk speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7

                                    
                                    Elon Musk speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally at Madison Square Garden, Oct. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            Elon Musk jumps on the stage as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at the Butler Farm Show, Oct. 5, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7

                                    
                                    Elon Musk jumps on the stage as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at the Butler Farm Show, Oct. 5, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THOMAS BEAUMONT, SARAH PARVINI and AMELIA THOMSON-DEVEAUX

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Elon Musk, clad in tuxedo and black tie, took the stage at President-elect Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort shortly after the election with all the swagger of the winning candidate himself. 
"The public has given us a mandate that could not be more clear, the clearest mandate. The people have spoken. The people want change," Musk told the audience of Trump's biggest donors, campaign leaders and appointment seekers. "We are going to shake things up. It's going to be a revolution." 
Musk's attachment to Trump has created an alliance between America's most powerful politician and its richest businessman -- and roughly the same percentages of Americans have favorable views of each, according to a new poll from the AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. 
Experts are split on whether that overlap in public opinion is a good or bad thing for Musk's businesses or for Trump's politics. But it could have far-reaching effects in both realms. 

    


Musk, whose net worth tops $400 billion, oversees six businesses while continuing to work closely with Trump: electric car manufacturer Tesla, the X social media platform, space technology company SpaceX, brain link company Neuralink, the startup xAI and tunneling operator The Boring Co.




"Even though there's a negative impact, in terms of potentially alienating some of their customers that might not be fans of Trump, the benefits far outweigh any negatives when it comes to having a right-hand seat next to Trump in the White House," said Dan Ives, an analyst at Wedbush Securities.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ross Gerber, CEO of Gerber Kawasaki Wealth and Investment Management, identified himself as an investor in Musk's Tesla and a driver of Tesla's new Cybertruck, the futuristic pickup that has gotten huge amounts of attention but also been the subject of safety concerns and multiple recalls. 
"Having your CEO not working at your company and working at the job of having to fire government employees ... as a shareholder, I'm paying someone to not work for my company," he said. "As a Cybertruck owner with self-driving that sucks and doesn't work, I'm like, 'Dude, this isn't fair.'"

    


But despite his skepticism, Gerber said he won't stop investing in Musk's businesses.
"I've made a lot of money with Elon," he said. "I'm not in the business of investing based on the popularity of CEOs."
Musk's favorability is similar to Trump's
Musk doesn't appear to give Trump much boost with people who don't back the incoming president. 
He is no more popular with the U.S. public than the president-elect himself, and viewed unfavorably by about half of Americans, according to the AP-NORC poll.
About 4 in 10 Americans have a somewhat or very favorable view of the world's richest person, very similar to the percentage who view Trump positively. Likewise, about half of adults have a somewhat or very unfavorable view of Musk -- again, similar to Trump.
Instead, said one political strategist, Musk is the ideal validator for someone who cultivates an image of success in business and who has stocked his Cabinet and key adviser roles with billionaires.

    


"Trump has always pushed this narrative that he's a successful developer and a very successful businessman. I think having Musk with him is his double-down on this business success, good-for-the-economy, good-for-everybody-making money kind of persona," said Christine Matthews, a national political pollster who has worked for Republicans. "In this case, Musk is seen as this successful, innovative, tech entrepreneur, frontier-buster."
Musk also has at his disposal X, the social media platform formerly known as Twitter that he purchased and turned into a megaphone for conservative ideas. And having spent an estimated $250 million to support Trump in the election, Musk has signaled he is willing to back Republican primary challenges to GOP members in the House and Senate seeking reelection in 2026 who waver on Trump's appointments and agenda. 
Trump has tasked him with leading a group to reduce the size of the federal government and reduce the rulemaking authority of the federal bureaucracy. 

    


Musk retains a wide array of businesses
Tesla stands to make significant gains under a Trump administration with the threat of diminished subsidies for alternative energy and electric vehicles doing the most harm to smaller competitors. Trump's plans for extensive tariffs on Chinese imports make it less likely that Chinese EVs will be sold in bulk in the U.S. anytime soon.
Some analysts believe the billionaire's role will create a very friendly landscape for Tesla over the coming years. Ives, the analyst at Wedbush Securities, said Musk's relationship with Trump could "revolutionize the Tesla story, especially around robotics, AI and autonomous."
Investors, he said, are betting on Musk and see his political ascent as a "champagne moment." Unlike Gerber, Ives believes that ending the EV credit and taking subsidies from Detroit carmakers, Hyundai and other companies will create only opportunity for Tesla.

    


"I think Wall Street is starting to fully digest the potential benefits from Musk," Ives said. 
Tesla's stock price has nearly doubled since Trump's victory, creating an additional $750 billion shareholder wealth in the past six weeks. But Gerber feels that jump is because investors believe Tesla will have an advantage when it comes to autonomous driving because Trump could grant the company a national autonomy license.
Still, he thinks Tesla will be the "big loser" of Musk's businesses because of Trump's promise to end the EV tax credit for carmakers.
"For Tesla, I don't see a ton of benefit from this," he said. "Elon is misleading people to say it hurts the competition if the credit goes away."
Musk's other companies -- including his artificial intelligence company, xAI -- could reap the benefits of working within the Trump administration, he said.
"AI is a transformative investment that will create lots of regulatory and governmental issues, especially around safety and information," Gerber said. "There's a lot of benefit, from an AI perspective, to having Elon where he is."

The relationship between the two men has no parallel in U.S. history, said David Nasaw, biographer of American business tycoons Andrew Carnegie and William Randolph Hearst. He noted that Musk, to a level unlike other tycoons, has relied on subsidies and favorable government decisions for his success from Tesla to SpaceX.
"He's a unicorn," Nasaw said of Musk.
___
Beaumont reported from Des Moines, Iowa, and Parvini reported from Los Angeles. 
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            Nissan Chief Executive Makoto Uchida, left, and Honda President Toshihiro Mibe attend a joint news conference in Tokyo, Friday, March 15, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP, File)
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            A Nissan logo is displayed on a Nissan Pathfinder SUV at the Pittsburgh International Auto Show in Pittsburgh, Feb. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Japanese automakers Nissan Motor Corp. and Honda Motor Co. confirmed Wednesday that they are discussing closer collaboration but denied reports they have decided on a merger. 
Nissan's share price soared nearly 24% in Tokyo after reports citing unnamed sources said it might merge with Honda to form the world's third-largest automaking group. Honda's share price fell as much as 3%. Nissan alliance member Mitsubishi Motors Corp. is also part of the talks. 
Trading in Nissan's shares was suspended but then resumed after the companies jointly issued a statement saying they were "considering various possibilities for future collaboration, but no decisions have been made." 




An industry shakeup 
The ascent of Chinese automakers is rattling the industry at a time when manufacturers are struggling to shift from fossil fuel-driven vehicles to electrics. Relatively inexpensive EVs from China's BYD, Great Wall and Nio are eating into the market shares of U.S. and Japanese car companies in China and elsewhere. 
Japanese automakers have lagged behind big rivals in EVs and are now trying to cut costs and make up for lost time. 
Nissan, Honda and Mitsubishi announced in August that they will share components for electric vehicles like batteries and jointly research software for autonomous driving to adapt better to dramatic changes in the auto industry centered around electrification. A preliminary agreement between Honda, Japan's second-largest automaker, and Nissan, third largest, was announced in March.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A merger could result in a behemoth worth about $55 billion based on the market capitalization of all three automakers. 
Joining forces would help the smaller Japanese automakers add scale to compete with Japan's market leader Toyota Motor Corp. and with Germany's Volkswagen AG. Toyota itself has technology partnerships with Japan's Mazda Motor Corp. and Subaru Corp. 

    


What would Honda need from Nissan?
Nissan has truck-based body-on-frame large SUVs such as the Armada and Infiniti QX80 that Honda doesn't have, with large towing capacities and good off-road performance, said Sam Fiorani, vice president of AutoForecast Solutions. 
Nissan also has years of experience building batteries and electric vehicles, and gas-electric hybird powertrains that could help Honda in developing its own EVs and next generation of hybrids, he said. 
"Nissan does have some product segments where Honda doesn't currently play," that a merger or partnership could help, said Sam Abuelsamid, a Detroit-area automotive industry analsyt.
While Nissan's electric Leaf and Ariya haven't sold well in the U.S., they're solid vehicles, Fiorani said. "They haven't been resting on their laurels, and they have been developing this technology," he said. "They have new products coming that could provide a good platform for Honda for its next generation."

    


Why now?
Nissan said last month that it was slashing 9,000 jobs, or about 6% of its global work force, and reducing global production capacity by 20% after reporting a quarterly loss of 9.3 billion yen ($61 million). 
Earlier this month it reshuffled its management and its chief executive, Makoto Uchida, took a 50% pay cut to take responsibility for the financial woes, saying Nissan needed to become more efficient and respond better to market tastes, rising costs and other global changes. 
Fitch Ratings recently downgraded Nissan's credit outlook to "negative," citing worsening profitability, partly due to price cuts in the North American market. But it noted that it has a strong financial structure and solid cash reserves that amounted to 1.44 trillion yen ($9.4 billion).
Nissan's share price has fallen to the point where it is considered something of a bargain. A report in the Japanese financial magazine Diamond said talks with Honda gained urgency after the Taiwan maker of iPhones Hon Hai Precision Industry Co., better known as Foxconn, began exploring a possible acquisition of Nissan as part of its push into the EV sector. 
The company has struggled for years following a scandal that began with the arrest of its former chairman Carlos Ghosn in late 2018 on charges of fraud and misuse of company assets, allegations that he denies. He eventually was released on bail and fled to Lebanon. 
Honda reported its profits slipped nearly 20% in the first half of the April-March fiscal year from a year earlier, as sales suffered in China.

    


More headwinds 
Toyota made 11.5 million vehicles in 2023, while Honda rolled out 4 million and Nissan produced 3.4 million. Mitsubishi Motors made just over 1 million. Even after a merger Toyota would remain the leading Japanese automaker. 
All the global automakers are facing potential shocks if President-elect Donald Trump follows through on threats to raise or impose tariffs on imports of foreign products, even from allies like Japan and neighboring countries like Canada and Mexico. Nissan is among the major car companies that have adjusted their supply chains to include vehicles assembled in Mexico. 


    


Meanwhile, analysts say there is an "affordability shift" taking place across the industry, led by people who feel they cannot afford to pay nearly $50,000 for a new vehicle. In American, a vital market for companies like Nissan, Honda and Toyota, that's forcing automakers to consider lower pricing, which will eat further into industry profits. 
____
AP Auto Writer Tom Krisher contributed to this report from Detroit. 
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            FILE- The San Jose State University Spartans line up for their NCAA Mountain West women's volleyball game against the Colorado State University Rams in Fort Collins, Colo., on Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (Santiago Mejia/San Francisco Chronicle via AP, File)
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            Two teens challenging New Hampshire's new law banning transgender girls from girls' sports teams pose with their families and attorneys in Concord, N.H., Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, after a judge granted an emergency request to allow one of the girls to play soccer while their lawsuit continues. (AP Photo/Holly Ramer, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump is pictured at an election night watch party, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            Supporters for transgenders rights protest during a rally outside of the Supreme Court, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court is set to hear arguments on the constitutionality of Tennessee's ban on gender-affirming care for transgender minors. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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                                        One of President-elect Donald Trump 's most popular talking points during his campaign centered on the future of transgender athletes.
Trump revisited the topic multiple times in the months and weeks before the election, suggesting at his rallies that one of the goals of his second term would be to "keep men out of women's sports." Millions were spent on advertising that turned something that affects a tiny minority of competitors into a wedge issue.
More than half of voters overall -- and the vast majority of Trump supporters -- said support for transgender rights in government and society has gone too far, according to AP VoteCast, a survey of more than 120,000 voters nationwide.
What, exactly, Trump will do when he takes office on Jan. 20 is unclear. His transition team has not divulged any specifics, though the president-elect said during his campaign that the process would be "easy."
In some ways, it might be. In others, things could be far murkier.




What did Trump say during the campaign?
A lot. Trump seemed to identify the discussion around the rights of transgender people in general and trans athletes in particular as one that could garner both attention and support that went beyond his usual base.
Trump would often use language about gender identity that LGBTQ+ advocates say is wrong and harmful. He also falsely labeled two Olympic female boxers as men, and said their ability to participate in the Paris Games was "demeaning to women" even though both Imane Khelif of Algeria and Li Yu-ting of Taiwan were assigned female at birth and identify as women.
Trump ramped up the rhetoric as election day approached, telling the crowd at a Madison Square Garden rally in October: "We will get ... transgender insanity the hell out of our schools, and we will keep men out of women's sports."

    


What are the presidential powers in this area?
Trump has said on Day 1 that he would cut federal funding to "any school pushing critical race theory, transgender insanity, and other inappropriate racial, sexual or political content on our children."
There are several layers to this, but the most immediate would be how his administration interprets Title IX, the law best known for its role in pursuing gender equity in athletics and preventing sexual harassment on campuses.
Every administration has the authority to issue its own interpretations of the landmark legislation. The last two presidential administrations -- including Trump's first -- offer a glimpse at the push-pull involved.
Betsy DeVos, the education secretary during Trump's first term, issued a Title IX policy in 2020 that narrowed the definition of sexual harassment and required colleges to investigate claims only if they're reported to certain officials.
The Biden administration rolled back that policy in April with one of its own that stipulated the rights of LGBTQ+ students would be protected by federal law and provided new safeguards for victims of campus sexual assault. The policy stopped short of explicitly addressing transgender athletes. Still, more than a half-dozen Republican-led states immediately challenged the new rule in court.

    


Trump could again shift the way the Title IX sports regulation is viewed and enforced.
"All Trump has to say is, 'We are going to read the regulation traditionally,'" said Doriane Lambelet Coleman, a professor at Duke Law School.
What's the difference between "sex" and "gender" and how would it affect Title IX?


Under the first Trump administration, the government interpreted "sex" as the gender someone was assigned at birth.
The Biden administration chose to interpret sex as "gender identity" under Title IX, which could be interpreted to protect trans athletes from being discriminated against if they wanted to participate in a sport that aligned with their gender identity, not their sex assigned at birth.
It is widely expected that Trump will roll back the definition of sex to align with the sex someone was assigned at birth.
How many transgender athletes are actively competing?
That number is up for debate. 
The NCAA, for example, does not track data on transgender athletes among the 544,000 currently competing on 19,000 teams at various levels across the country, though NCAA president Charlie Baker testified in Congress on Tuesday that he was aware of less than 10 active NCAA athletes who identified as transgender.

    


A 2019 survey of high school students by the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network (GLSEN) noted just 5% of respondents said they participated in a sport that aligned with their gender identity.
It might be easier to do the math from a macro level. A 2022 report by the Williams Institute estimated about 300,000 high school-age students (13-17) identified as transgender. How many of those young people participate in sports is unknown, but it is likely a tiny fraction.
Still, any case of a transgender athlete competing -- or even believed to be competing -- draws outsized attention, from Lia Thomas swimming for the University of Pennsylvania to the just-completed season of the San Jose State volleyball team.

    


What are the rules at the high school level?
It varies from state to state. About half the states have enacted legislation that effectively bars transgender athletes from competing in the category that aligns with their gender identity.
The AP reported in 2021 that in many cases, the states introducing a ban on transgender athletes could not cite instances where their participation was an issue. When Utah state legislators overrode a veto by Gov. Spencer Cox in 2022, the state had only one transgender girl playing in K-12 sports who would be affected by the ban. It did not regulate participation for transgender boys.
"This is a solution looking for a problem," said Cheryl Cooky, a professor at Purdue University who studies the intersection of gender, sports, media and culture.
What about collegiately?
The NCAA established a policy in 2010 that requires trans athletes who were assigned male at birth to complete at least one year of testosterone suppression therapy before being eligible to compete on a women's team. Trans athletes who were assigned female at birth and transitioned to male can compete on a men's team but if they have received testosterone treatment are ineligible to compete on a women's team. 
The athletes are required to meet their chosen sport's standard for documented testosterone levels at various points during a season.
In 2022, the NCAA revised the policy in what the organization called an attempt to be aligned with national sports governing bodies (NGBs). If the NGB does not have a trans athlete policy, then it scales up to the international federation that oversees the sport. If there is no international federation policy, previously established Olympic policy criteria would be followed.
The NCAA's decision to kick it up to the NGBs proved more restrictive in some sports like swimming. A policy introduced by World Aquatics in 2023 only allows transgender athletes to compete in women's races if the athlete can prove they have not experienced any part of male puberty.
Things are far more definitive for schools that compete in the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics, the governing body for more than 200 small schools across the country. The NAIA voted unanimously earlier this year to effectively ban transgender athletes from competing in women's sports.
And how about the Olympic level?
The International Olympic Committee has essentially passed the buck, deferring to the international federations for each sport.
That could change, however, when a new IOC president comes on to replace the retiring Thomas Bach.
Former track star Sebastian Coe, now the leader of World Athletics, is among the candidates up for election in March. Coe has been a strong proponent of limiting participation to cisgender women.
What might the future look like?
The near future figures to be volatile, with the state-by-state map on transgender athletes mirroring what abortion access looks like post-Dobbs. Democrats have been at odds about how to address the topic.
There is a chance that a Republican-led Congress could introduce another form of the "Protection of Women and Girls in Sports Act" that was proposed in 2021 and 2023. The 2023 version of the bill -- which would prohibit school athletic programs from allowing individuals whose biological sex at birth was male to participate in programs that are for women or girls -- passed the House but didn't make it to the Senate floor for a vote.

Republicans hold a slim majority in the Senate and remain short of the 60-vote threshold needed for passage, but given the white-hot discussion around transgender athletes the issue could come to the fore quickly. It could come even as Sarah McBride, a Democrat from Maryland, becomes the first openly transgender person in Congress.
___
AP Sports Writer Graham Dunbar contributed to this report.
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            The blast killed the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces, Lt. General Igor Kirillov. The Russian Investigative Committee has opened a criminal case, and has classified it as a "terrorist act".
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            A man lays flowers on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, at the apartment block in Moscow, Russia, where a bomb killed Lt. Gen. Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Radiation, Biological and Chemical Defense Forces, and his assistant Ilya Polikarpov. (AP Photo/Dmitry Serebryakov)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 10 | 
            Flowers are attached to the facade of an apartment block in Moscow, Russia, on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, where a bomb killed Lt. Gen. Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Radiation, Biological, and Chemical Defense Forces, and his assistant, Ilya Polikarpov. (AP Photo/Dmitry Serebryakov)
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            A person walks past an apartment block in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, where a bomb killed Lt. Gen. Igor Kirillov, head of Russia's Radiation, Biological and Chemical Defense Forces and his assistant, Ilya Polikarpov. (AP Photo/Dmitry Serebryakov)
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            Investigators work near a scooter at the place where Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces and his assistant Ilya Polikarpov were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Feb. 28, 2023, the head of the radiation, chemical and biological defense troops of the Russian Armed Forces Lt. Gen. Igor Kirillov speaks during a briefing in Moscow, Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)
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            Workers load a body of Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces into a bus after he and his assistant Ilya Polikarpov were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 10 | 
            Investigators work near a scooter at the place where Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces and his assistant Ilya Polikarpov were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Investigators work at the place where Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces and his assistant, seen at lower center, were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Investigators work at the place where Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces and his assistant Ilya Polikarpov were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                    The blast killed the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces, Lt. General Igor Kirillov. The Russian Investigative Committee has opened a criminal case, and has classified it as a "terrorist act".
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            A man lays flowers on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, at the apartment block in Moscow, Russia, where a bomb killed Lt. Gen. Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Radiation, Biological and Chemical Defense Forces, and his assistant Ilya Polikarpov. (AP Photo/Dmitry Serebryakov)
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            Flowers are attached to the facade of an apartment block in Moscow, Russia, on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, where a bomb killed Lt. Gen. Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Radiation, Biological, and Chemical Defense Forces, and his assistant, Ilya Polikarpov. (AP Photo/Dmitry Serebryakov)
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            A person walks past an apartment block in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, where a bomb killed Lt. Gen. Igor Kirillov, head of Russia's Radiation, Biological and Chemical Defense Forces and his assistant, Ilya Polikarpov. (AP Photo/Dmitry Serebryakov)
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            Investigators work near a scooter at the place where Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces and his assistant Ilya Polikarpov were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Feb. 28, 2023, the head of the radiation, chemical and biological defense troops of the Russian Armed Forces Lt. Gen. Igor Kirillov speaks during a briefing in Moscow, Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)
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            Workers load a body of Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces into a bus after he and his assistant Ilya Polikarpov were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Investigators work near a scooter at the place where Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces and his assistant Ilya Polikarpov were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Investigators work at the place where Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces and his assistant, seen at lower center, were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Investigators work at the place where Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces and his assistant Ilya Polikarpov were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                        Russia's security service said Wednesday it detained a citizen from Uzbekistan in the bombing that killed a senior general as he left his southeastern Moscow apartment -- a bold assassination that was claimed by Ukraine's security service.
Lt. Gen. Igor Kirillov was killed Tuesday by a bomb hidden on an electric scooter outside his apartment building, a day after Ukraine's security service leveled criminal charges against him. His assistant, Ilya Polikarpov, also was killed.
The brazen bombing brought the nearly 3-year-old war in Ukraine once again to the streets of the capital.
The suspect was identified by Tass and RIA-Novosti news agencies as Akhmad Kurbanov of Uzbekistan.
The Federal Security Service, or FSB, which did not identify him, said he was born in 1995 and was recruited by Ukraine's security service The Associated Press could not confirm the conditions under which the suspect spoke to the FSB.

    


He said he had been promised $100,000 and resettlement in a European Union country in exchange for killing Kirillov, according to the FSB. 
The agency said that acting on instructions from Ukraine, the suspect picked up a homemade bomb in Moscow, placed it on an e-scooter and parked it at the entrance to Kirillov's apartment building. 




He rented a car to monitor the location and set up a camera that livestreamed the scene to his handlers in the Ukrainian city of Dnipro, the FSB said, detonating the bomb when Kirillov left the building.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The suspect, who was detained in a village in the Moscow region, according to Interior Ministry, could face a life sentence if convicted.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Russia says suspect detained in the killing of a senior general in Moscow
    

    
    
    Russia says it has arrested a suspect in the killing of a senior military official in Moscow. AP correspondent Donna Warder reports.

    

Kirillov, 54, was the chief of Russia's Radiation, Biological and Chemical Protection Forces. These special troops are tasked with protecting the military from the enemy's use of nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and ensuring operations in a contaminated environment.

    


He was under sanctions from several countries, including the U.K. and Canada, for his actions in Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine. On Monday, Ukraine's Security Service, or SBU, opened a criminal investigation against him, accusing him of directing the use of banned chemical weapons.
Russia has denied using any chemical weapons in Ukraine and has accused Kyiv of using toxic agents in combat.
An SBU official told AP on Tuesday that the agency was behind the attack. The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to release the information, described Kirillov as a "war criminal and an entirely legitimate target."
The SBU official provided video that was said to be of the bombing, showing two men leaving a building shortly before a blast fills the frame.
Kirillov, who took up his post in 2017, was one of the highest profile figures to level the accusations against Ukraine. He held numerous briefings to accuse the Ukrainian military of using toxic agents and planning to launch attacks with radioactive substances -- allegations that Ukraine and its Western allies rejected as propaganda.
Russian officials described Kirillov's killing as an act of terrorism and vowed to punish Ukraine.

    


Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Wednesday it was "obvious" that Ukraine was behind Kirillov's killing, saying Kyiv "does not shy away from terrorist methods."
It was the second time this year that Russia has described an attack in Moscow as an act of terrorism and sought to tie it to Ukraine.

In March, when gunmen attacked a Moscow concert hall that killed more than 130 people, President Vladimir Putin said the assailants -- four men from Tajikistan, also in Central Asia - were captured while fleeing to Ukraine. Russian officials have claimed that the suspects had links to Ukrainian intelligence agencies, although Kyiv firmly denied involvement and an affiliate of the Islamic State group claimed responsibility.
__
Illia Novikov in Kyiv, Ukraine, contributed.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-general-killed-suspected-arrested-32e504b029d8db0b8d52474d75efc383
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Families of hostages endure uncertainty even as hopes rise for a ceasefire in Gaza
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            Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky poses for a portrait in her apartment in Kiryat Gat, Israel, on Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, near photos of her boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, who is being held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            FILE.- Families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza hold their photos and shout slogans during a rally calling for their release, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 30, 2023. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)
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            Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky stands in her apartment in Kiryat Gat, Israel, on Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, near photos of her boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, who is being held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            A photo of Matan Zangauker, a hostage taken by Hamas, is displayed in the apartment of his girlfriend, released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky, in Kiryat Gat, Israel, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky poses for a portrait in her apartment in Kiryat Gat, Israel, on Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, while holding a pillow with a photo of herself and her boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, who is being held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky sits for an interview in her apartment in Kiryat Gat, Israel, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, near photos of her boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, who is being held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky lights a candle for her boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, in her apartment in Kiryat Gat, Israel, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. Zangauker is being held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            FILE.- Relatives and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza hold photos of their loved ones during a performance calling for their return in Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, May 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty,File)
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            Photos of Matan Zangauker, held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip, are displayed on a table in the apartment of his girlfriend, released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky, in Kiryat Gat, Israel, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Einav Zangauker, left, mother of Israeli hostage Matan Zangauker, and his partner, Ilana Gritzewsky, protest in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in support of hostages held by Hamas in Gaza. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 12 | 
            Einav Zangauker makes a statement about a Hamas video of her son, Israeli hostage Matan Zangauker, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean, File)
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            Einav Zangauker, center, is embraced by freed hostage Yocheved Lifshitz before making a statement about a Hamas video of her son, Israeli hostage Matan Zangauker, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean, File)
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            Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky poses for a portrait in her apartment in Kiryat Gat, Israel, on Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, near photos of her boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, who is being held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            FILE.- Families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza hold their photos and shout slogans during a rally calling for their release, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 30, 2023. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)
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            Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky stands in her apartment in Kiryat Gat, Israel, on Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, near photos of her boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, who is being held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            A photo of Matan Zangauker, a hostage taken by Hamas, is displayed in the apartment of his girlfriend, released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky, in Kiryat Gat, Israel, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky poses for a portrait in her apartment in Kiryat Gat, Israel, on Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, while holding a pillow with a photo of herself and her boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, who is being held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky sits for an interview in her apartment in Kiryat Gat, Israel, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, near photos of her boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, who is being held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky lights a candle for her boyfriend, Matan Zangauker, in her apartment in Kiryat Gat, Israel, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. Zangauker is being held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            FILE.- Relatives and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza hold photos of their loved ones during a performance calling for their return in Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, May 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty,File)
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            Photos of Matan Zangauker, held hostage by Hamas in the Gaza Strip, are displayed on a table in the apartment of his girlfriend, released hostage Ilana Gritzewsky, in Kiryat Gat, Israel, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Einav Zangauker, left, mother of Israeli hostage Matan Zangauker, and his partner, Ilana Gritzewsky, protest in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in support of hostages held by Hamas in Gaza. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean, File)
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            Einav Zangauker makes a statement about a Hamas video of her son, Israeli hostage Matan Zangauker, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean, File)
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            Einav Zangauker, center, is embraced by freed hostage Yocheved Lifshitz before making a statement about a Hamas video of her son, Israeli hostage Matan Zangauker, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean, File)
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                                        KIRYAT GAT, Israel (AP) -- Ilana Gritzewsky is fighting a battle against time to save her boyfriend from Hamas captivity.
While there appears to be progress toward a deal to free the remaining captives in phases, Matan Zangauker would likely not be released in the first stage since he is a young man. Gritzewsky is terrified a deal could break down or he could die in captivity before he's freed.
Gritzewsky knows first-hand the perils facing her boyfriend, who turned 25 on Wednesday. She was kidnapped and held hostage for 55 days before being released during the only previous ceasefire deal a year ago. 
"All the hostages need to get out," said Gritzewsky. "If we don't release all of the hostages -- all the hostages in captivity -- they will be dead."
Many relatives of people held in Gaza find no reprieve in reports that negotiations toward a deal are progressing. The renewed ceasefire talks are just the latest twist in what's been more than 14 months of anguish, despair and uncertainty about their loved ones' fates. Still, they dedicate themselves to lobbying for their loved ones' freedom, even as the world moves on to other crises.

    


"I gave my promise to my friends from the kibbutz in the tunnels before I went home. I told them I will do everything, everything I have to, to take them out from that hell. And I ask all the time: Am I doing everything I can?" said Gritzewsky, 31.




Hamas militants stormed into southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing 1,200 people and abducting roughly 250, dragging them into Gaza. The attack sparked an Israeli invasion of Gaza. More than 45,000 people have been killed in the ongoing war, according to local health authorities, who say more than half are women and children but do not distinguish between civilians and militants in their count.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
About 100 hostages were freed in a brief truce in November 2023, while others have been rescued or their bodies have been retrieved by the Israeli military. Around another 100 have not been released, though Israel believes at least a third of them are dead.

    


In the deal under discussion, mostly women and older people are expected to be freed in the first six-to-eight-week phase, but many families of hostages are lobbying for all of the hostages to be freed at once. 
Zangauker and Gritzewsky were kidnapped from Kibbutz Nir Oz, where they lived together, and then held separately in Gaza. Just before her release from a tunnel under Gaza, Gritzewsky heard from other hostages that Zangauker was nearby. She begged to be able to see him but was not allowed. 
Two weeks ago, Hamas released a video of Zangauker, filmed under duress, where he described difficult conditions in Gaza and pleaded with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to strike a deal to end the war.
"He spoke quietly, but his eyes were screaming for help," Gritzewsky said of the footage.
While it was a relief to see Zangauker, the video is no guarantee that he's still alive today, she said. "I don't want a photo. I don't want a video. I want him here. I want all the hostages here," she said. 

    


The video brought back some of the worst memories of her captivity: the middle of the night interrogations, the filthy conditions, the lack of medical help for the injuries she suffered during the kidnapping. Gritzewsky's pelvis and jaw were broken and she has burns on her legs. She suffered hearing loss in one ear.
"What they are going through is physically, psychologically, and emotionally torture, day and night," said Gritzewsky, wearing a hat that belonged to Zangauker that she rescued from their destroyed home. "I know the psychology that they use, how you don't have water, how you don't have food, how you don't see the light, you don't know what day or hour it is."
Gritzewsky said she hates being in front of the cameras, telling her story over and over, reliving the worst days of her life, in a desperate attempt to raise awareness of the plight of the hostages and bring her boyfriend home. 
Nonetheless, Gritzewsky has been a constant presence at protests and demonstrations across the country along with Zangauker's mother, who has emerged as one of the most vocal activists for the hostages. 

    


Einav Zangauker, who used to support Netanyahu, has virulently opposed his handling of the war and is furious at the government for not yet reaching a ceasefire deal, accusing it of forsaking the hostages in its bid to topple Hamas.
Netanyahu has said that the war must continue until Hamas is crushed and unable to rearm, but critics point out that Israel has already assassinated the top leadership and destroyed large swaths of Gaza. 
Einav Zangauker, a single mother, has been relentless in her crusade, attending demonstrations daily, speaking repeatedly to every major Israeli media outlet, and even climbing into a cage that was hoisted high above a protest to hammer home the idea of her son in captivity. 

    


She has demanded that politicians pursue a ceasefire that will release all the hostages at once.
"If my son returns in a body bag or body parts, I will not put you on trial, I will take the law into my own hands!" she screamed at lawmakers during a parliamentary committee meeting Monday.
While Gritzewsky is no longer captive in Gaza, she said she can't begin to heal until the hostages, including her boyfriend, come home. 

"Since Oct. 7, it's like time stopped," she said. "You see the world running in front of your eyes, but your life is crushed like little pieces of dust."
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-gaza-hamas-war-hostages-ceasefire-9875e2b5b8679b16106a9106bd37003c
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, stands for a portrait with their mother, Kathy Duncan, left, as they visit a beach he enjoyed, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, displays family photos of her brother Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, at her home in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, left, and her mother, Kathy Duncan, right, display tattoos they got in honor of their brother and son, Alex Dold, who lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, at a beach in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, walks with her niece, Alena Alexandra Judy, 4, and Jen and Alex's mother, Kathy Duncan, right, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, on the waterfront in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, sits for a portrait at her home Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, holds a dog tag with her brother's fingerprint she wears around her neck Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, at a favorite beach of his in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, adjusts one of her favorite photos of her brother on her living room shelf at her home Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, walks with her niece, Alena Alexandra Judy, 4, and her mother, Kathy Duncan, left, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, on the waterfront in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Kathy Duncan, whose son, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, walks down stairs past a piece of art made for her son at the house of her daughter, Jen Dold, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            This photo provided by the family shows Alex Dold of Washington state. Dold lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers. (Jen Dold via AP)
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            In this image from video provided by the Bismarck Police Department, officers, one pointing a Taser, confront Ryan Pederson in Bismarck, N.D., on Aug. 7, 2021. (Bismarck Police Department via AP)
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            In this image from video provided by the Burlington Police Department, officers confront Douglas Kilburn in Burlington, Vt., on March 11, 2019. (Burlington Police via AP)
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            The Snohomish County Medical Examiner building is pictured Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Everett, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            A representative for Axon Enterprise Inc. demonstrates the company's TASER 7 in Washington on Thursday, May 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            Pages from a Broward County, Fla., medical examiner report and other documents related to the case of Derrick Blake, who died in a hospital on March 6, 2018, after being injured during an encounter with police in September 2012, are arranged for a photograph in New York on Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, stands for a portrait with their mother, Kathy Duncan, left, as they visit a beach he enjoyed, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, displays family photos of her brother Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, at her home in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, left, and her mother, Kathy Duncan, right, display tattoos they got in honor of their brother and son, Alex Dold, who lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, at a beach in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, walks with her niece, Alena Alexandra Judy, 4, and Jen and Alex's mother, Kathy Duncan, right, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, on the waterfront in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, sits for a portrait at her home Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, holds a dog tag with her brother's fingerprint she wears around her neck Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, at a favorite beach of his in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, adjusts one of her favorite photos of her brother on her living room shelf at her home Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Jen Dold, whose brother, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, walks with her niece, Alena Alexandra Judy, 4, and her mother, Kathy Duncan, left, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, on the waterfront in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Kathy Duncan, whose son, Alex Dold, lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers, walks down stairs past a piece of art made for her son at the house of her daughter, Jen Dold, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Edmonds, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            This photo provided by the family shows Alex Dold of Washington state. Dold lived with schizophrenia and died after a 2017 encounter with sheriff's deputies and police officers. (Jen Dold via AP)
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            In this image from video provided by the Bismarck Police Department, officers, one pointing a Taser, confront Ryan Pederson in Bismarck, N.D., on Aug. 7, 2021. (Bismarck Police Department via AP)
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            In this image from video provided by the Burlington Police Department, officers confront Douglas Kilburn in Burlington, Vt., on March 11, 2019. (Burlington Police via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 16

                                    
                                    In this image from video provided by the Burlington Police Department, officers confront Douglas Kilburn in Burlington, Vt., on March 11, 2019. (Burlington Police via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 16 | 
            The Snohomish County Medical Examiner building is pictured Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Everett, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            A representative for Axon Enterprise Inc. demonstrates the company's TASER 7 in Washington on Thursday, May 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            Pages from a Broward County, Fla., medical examiner report and other documents related to the case of Derrick Blake, who died in a hospital on March 6, 2018, after being injured during an encounter with police in September 2012, are arranged for a photograph in New York on Nov. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)
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                                        Sitting alone in her car, Jen Dold was crying too hard to drive. She had just received a manila envelope with her brother's autopsy report.
There it was, one devastating word: "accident." The papers trembled in her hands.
Their mother had called 911 for help getting Dold's 29-year-old brother, Alex, to the hospital because he was in a mental health crisis. Four sheriff's deputies and two police officers shocked him with Tasers, wrapped an arm around his neck, punched and kicked him, then left him face down until they noticed he wasn't breathing.
How could that be an accident? Dold was certain it was a homicide.
Angry and grieving in the parking lot outside the county medical examiner's office 30 miles north of Seattle, Dold vowed to fight.
"No more silence or complacency," she thought. "No sweeping it under the rug."
In the United States, police rarely face criminal charges when civilians die after officers use physical force. Whether they do can depend on a system that operates after the initial attention passes: medical examiners and coroners who decide how and why someone died -- what's known as the manner and cause of death.
On TV dramas such as "CSI" or "Bones," facts and established science determine whether a death was an accident or homicide. In reality, medical investigations involving police restraint deaths can be so riddled with inconsistencies, suspect science or conflicts of interest that even extensive force may matter little, an investigation led by The Associated Press has found.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
That investigation identified 1,036 deaths over a decade after police used not their guns but physical blows, restraints or weapons such as Tasers that aren't supposed to kill. Some people were causing little or no trouble, while others were committing violent crimes. Many died after officers broke widely known safety practices, or after medics injected them with powerful knock-out drugs, sometimes at the urging of police.
Accident was the most common conclusion of medical investigations in AP's case database. Accidental rulings typically blamed preexisting conditions such as obesity or asthma, or drug use -- even when in some cases blood testing did not detect lethal levels. Others faulted "excited delirium," a controversial diagnosis discredited by major medical associations. Some medical officials based their decisions not on physical evidence, but instead on whether they believed police intended to kill.

    
    LETHAL RESTRAINT INVESTIGATION
Many more people have died after police subdued them than the American public knows.

	An investigation led by The Associated Press found that over a decade, more than 1,000 people died after police subdued them with physical force that is not supposed to be lethal. Explore the full database of cases here.
	In hundreds of these encounters, officers broke multiple safety guidelines, including when they pinned people face down. Dozens of deaths reveal the risks of injecting sedatives into people restrained by police, while force in one city shows how a culture of aggression persists at some departments. 
	AP's reporting led a leading policing group to publish new guidelines for handling encounters involving what's known as less-lethal force.



    


Manner of death decisions are so pivotal that members of law enforcement and their allies push to shape them, with the multibillion-dollar company behind Tasers peppering medical officials with research it funded or wrote that downplays the dangers of its weapon.
The degree of physical and professional separation a medical official had from local law enforcement appeared to affect rulings. Deaths were ruled accidents more frequently when medical examiners or coroners were in the same community as the department under investigation, or when they fell under the control of law enforcement.
The mere location of a death has huge sway because each state designs its own system. Even within a state, county lines can matter. Death decisions are made in some places by doctors trained as forensic pathologists, in others by an elected coroner who may have no medical training and deep ties to local law enforcement.
"I call it a crazy quilt," said Dr. Victor Weedn, the former chief medical examiner of Maryland who has written about failed attempts to bring national consistency. Concerned about medical examiners' independence in police-involved deaths, he advocates for state health departments to take charge.

    


When deaths are ruled accidental, prosecutions of officers are exceedingly rare -- of the 443 cases the AP identified, just two resulted in criminal charges. A family's chances of winning a wrongful death lawsuit also become much tougher.
"I had a belief that the justice system was fair, that if you were a victim you'd get justice, and the perpetrator would be convicted of their crime -- police officer or not," Jen Dold said. "Sadly, we realized this was not the case."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A matter of intent
Jen Dold -- 11 years older than Alex -- had been more like a doting mother to him growing up. When his schizophrenia began at 19, and he started to believe people were whispering and lurking outside his house, she became his primary caregiver, shuttling him around and helping him financially.
One night in 2017, Alex Dold had an argument with his mother. He was in his late-20s, unemployed, living with her and off his medication. She had refused to give him more than his daily $30 from federal disability payments. So he yanked a lanyard around her neck, flipped the living room recliner where she sat, and left.
The county mental health department wouldn't send someone, saying Dold wasn't violent enough.
When Dold returned and sat down to watch television like nothing had happened, his mother called 911. She told the dispatcher her son was calm, yet needed hospital treatment.
Two Snohomish County sheriff's deputies arrived. Dold acknowledged getting physical, but insisted his mother was fine and tried to close the front door.
Many police are trained to calm people in mental crisis. Instead, Deputy Bryson McGee pushed inside. McGee would later say Dold punched his face, something Dold's mother, Kathy Duncan, who witnessed the interaction, denied.
Four backup officers joined the fight. Over 12 minutes, the group punched, kicked and hit Dold with a baton, shocked him with Tasers, pressed a knee to his face and pushed his head down with a flashlight, according to a 990-page police report.
Dold said he was submitting and cried out for his mother, who screamed that her son was mentally ill.
"It was the worst yelling, shouting I've ever heard," one neighbor told an investigator.
After handcuffing Dold in the driveway, deputies left him face down, a position the Justice Department and others have long warned carries a suffocation risk. No one started proper resuscitation for at least 10 minutes.
Jen Dold didn't trust the investigation from the beginning. The detectives who interviewed her focused on her brother's mental illness, she thought to protect officers.
Seeking an ally, she contacted Snohomish County's chief medical examiner, and was relieved when Dr. Daniel Selove told her by phone that he'd weigh police force.
Yet when Selove met her at his office, he explained that Dold died from an irregular heartbeat. While the Taser shocks and struggle were significant factors, Selove said, he didn't believe the officers intended to kill her brother, so his death was an accident.

    


Whether to consider intent is a philosophical divide among forensic pathologists. Dold's death illustrates how unevenly intent can be applied -- Selove used it even though under his own office's policies intent "need not be present or proven" for a homicide ruling.
For coroners and medical examiners, homicide doesn't carry the same meaning as murder does in criminal law. Guidelines from the National Association of Medical Examiners say intent is a valid consideration, but restraint deaths may be classified as homicide without it -- and doing so has "some value" to reduce any appearance of a cover-up.
Dr. J. Keith Pinckard, the organization's president, said manner of death is an opinion meant to be used for vital statistics and public health, not a legal determination. Nonetheless, it has influence in court.
The significance of an accidental ruling quickly became clear when the local prosecutor cited it in exonerating the deputies and officers. It was one example among dozens AP found in which prosecutors referenced autopsy outcomes to close investigations, including other cases involving severe force.
Jen Dold figured the last chance to hold the deputies in her brother's death accountable was a lawsuit.
Looking for a lawyer, the family found a promising lead. Seven years before her brother's death, Deputy McGee -- the first one into Dold's home -- had fired his Taser in a fatal struggle with another man in mental distress. Dold was not his first death on duty.
The county had settled that family's lawsuit. The Dolds contacted the lawyer, who took their case but cautioned litigation would be arduous. Officers get protections, including qualified immunity, which shield them from liability. The accidental manner of death would not help.
As the lawsuit ground on, the attorney discovered something intriguing. The day after Alex Dold's autopsy, Selove fired the doctor who did it.
Now it was February 2022. Jen Dold huddled with her mother and sister around a laptop to watch their attorney question Dr. Stanley Adams, a forensic pathologist who worked for the U.S. military before Snohomish County.
Their lawyer asked Adams to review Dold's autopsy report. For the first time, Adams learned that, after he was fired, Selove had changed his conclusion from homicide and labeled it an accident.
"I have a little bit of heartburn with that because he took my correct answer and he changed it to an incorrect answer," Adams said.
"Why do you say it's a homicide?" the lawyer asked.
"Because when one human being does an action or neglects to do an action that caused the death of another, it really doesn't matter about the intent," Adams replied.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The family hugged.
"We just kept saying, 'Did he really just say that? Did he really just say 'homicide'?" Jen Dold recalled.
Adams told AP that under the settlement he reached over his termination, he couldn't discuss his employment. But in a complaint filed with Snohomish County, Adams wrote he was fired for documenting Selove's violations of county policies and guidelines of the National Association of Medical Examiners. Without saying which policies, Adams called the violations a "danger to public health and safety."
In an interview, Selove said Adams' homicide finding was unrelated to his firing. They disagreed over other matters, he said, but couldn't elaborate due to the settlement. His office's policy on intent was a relic of a predecessor that he didn't need to follow, he said. And he never felt pressure from law enforcement in any restraint death, including one in 2015 where a detective was publicly accused of improperly influencing him.
The county offered Dold's family around $1.5 million to end their case in 2023. Jen Dold wanted the settlement to require a change to homicide, but said the county wouldn't budge. She finally relented.
"The process beat us down and we were ready for it to be over," she said.
When a reporter reached Deputy McGee, who resigned within three months of Alex Dold's death, he said never to call again and hung up. The deputy who responded with McGee resigned in 2019 after being accused of having sex on duty, according to police disciplinary records.
In the seven years since her brother's death, the extent of the force troubles Jen Dold, as does the pain and fear he must have felt as he struggled to breathe.
A simple question haunts her: What if the medical examiner's report was different by just one word -- homicide?
Influencing the manner of death
While loved ones like Jen Dold want a homicide ruling, powerful institutions may not. The AP found attempts at influencing medical officials in other cases by elected and appointed officials -- the police chief or sheriff, the mayor -- as well as outside sources, such as Axon Enterprise Inc., the maker of Tasers.
In November 2021, the chief medical examiner in North Dakota was deciding how to rule the death of a 43-year-old man police encountered in a Bismarck neighborhood who was on methamphetamine, drenched in sweat and agitated because he believed his daughter was in danger.
Police video that has never been reported before shows Ryan Pederson, a local hockey club coach and single father, resisted when officers tried to handcuff him. Three of them fired their Tasers at nearly the same time, with one connecting.
Awakened by the commotion, a neighbor recorded police holding Pederson face down under a streetlight, remarking, "I think they George Floyded him."
The autopsy was done by Dr. Barrie Miller, the state's chief medical examiner.
Emails AP obtained show Miller spoke with Michael Brave, then a longtime Axon attorney, who late into a Friday night and over one weekend emailed her more than a dozen documents, including research papers and book chapters co-authored by company officials that downplayed the risks of Tasers.
"Great day!!" Brave wrote in one. "After our conversation I thought of a couple more documents you might want to have."

    


He attached a checklist that tells forensic pathologists what evidence to collect during death investigations involving Tasers. Other materials described how the device works or discussed purported symptoms of excited delirium syndrome, such as "superhuman strength" and high pain tolerance.
Brave also sent a chart from a study he contributed to which argued that people rarely, if ever, die when police restrain them face down in what's known as prone position -- the way officers restrained Pederson. While police do use prone restraint every day without harm, AP's investigation, done with the Howard Centers for Investigative Journalism and FRONTLINE (PBS), identified 44 deaths from 2012-2021 where a medical examiner or coroner ruled that prone restraint caused or contributed. In another 17 cases involving prone restraint, positional asphyxia or asphyxia due to restraint was cited as a cause or contributing factor.
Four days later, Miller ruled Pederson's death was due to methamphetamine-induced "psychomotor agitation" and "physical exertion with physical restraint." The cause mentioned neither Tasers nor officers. The manner was undetermined -- one of five choices along with accident, homicide, natural and suicide.
Miller didn't respond to multiple calls and emails seeking comment. She was fired this spring after police went to her office. Brave, now a partner in a Phoenix law firm, said Miller contacted him wanting information about how Tasers work. He said he wasn't trying to influence her -- he wanted her to have the correct information. An Axon official did not respond to messages.
Checklists like the one Brave sent Miller have long been an Axon strategy.
In a 2018 "Managing Your Medical Examiner" web presentation, a longtime member of the company's board of directors, Mark Kroll, urged law enforcement officials and prosecutors to use a company-created checklist. The essence: Influence the manner of death ruling. "Control the narrative" by getting the deceased's criminal and medical history. Drop in on the forensic pathologist and talk about cases. And if they are "hostile," line up police-friendly experts to counter them.
Kroll left Axon this year. In an email to AP, he questioned how medical examiners arrive at a manner of death, saying their opinion is not "infallible truth" but rather "driven by personal biases, local politics, sex of the medical examiner, religion, and years on the job." Noting the role drugs and preexisting conditions can play, he called some who die "walking time bombs."
Axon has exerted influence in other ways. In autopsy reports, some medical officials shift culpability by citing company-funded research. And in the early 2000s, the company sent a chill through forensic pathology when, faced with product liability lawsuits, it launched a campaign to undermine rulings that Tasers caused or even contributed to deaths.

    


One important victory came after the company sued a medical examiner in Ohio who had partially blamed the device in three fatal encounters. A judge required the medical examiner to change the manner of death from homicide and remove Taser references in the cause.
"Dangerously close to intimidation," the president of the National Association of Medical Examiners said at the time.
Pressure is a reality of forensic pathology. In a 2011 survey not specific to Taser or arrest-related deaths, 22% of the association's members said elected or appointed officials had leaned on them to change cause or manner of death. And 25% of those who resisted said they "suffered consequences," including being fired.
In a follow-up paper, the association said death investigations and decisions must be "independent from law enforcement and prosecutors," and based on scientific evidence and research.
Cases in North Carolina and Vermont show what can happen behind the scenes.
Marcus Smith was having a mental health breakdown at a music festival in 2018 and approached Greensboro, North Carolina, police for help. When he panicked and tried to flee, officers pinned Smith, 38, face down to the ground, records show.
After an associate chief medical examiner for North Carolina ruled it a homicide, a police lawyer emailed the state's chief medical examiner in correspondence marked highly confidential and said Smith's death should have been undetermined because health problems, cocaine and alcohol could be to blame. He called the homicide classification "wrong and it is being used by those with ulterior motives and visions of monetary payouts ... to baselessly vilify police officers."
The police lawyer, Amiel Rossabi, told AP in an email that he "was not pressuring anyone" but was instead pointing out that, based on his research, the medical examiner was wrong. The chief medical examiner and the pathologist who performed the autopsy did not respond to emails and phone messages.
In March 2019, an officer's punch fractured a 54-year-old man's skull in Burlington, Vermont. Douglas Kilburn died days later. After a Vermont Health Department doctor called it a homicide, Burlington's police chief questioned the finding in an email to the state health commissioner, saying he had conferred with the mayor.
The former chief, Brandon del Pozo, now an assistant professor of medicine at Brown University, told AP he sent the email after getting unsatisfying answers from the medical examiner about the degree of certainty that it was homicide. It could have been undetermined, del Pozo said. Former Mayor Miro Weinberger told AP that Kilburn's death was tragic but the medical examiner's report had "confusing and contradictory findings."
Neither state office budged from its homicide ruling. No officer was charged, but lawsuits resulted in payouts of $2.5 million in North Carolina and $45,000 in Vermont.

    


An analysis by AP showed that death rulings can vary according to how close the medical examiner or coroner is to local law enforcement.
State offices such as in Vermont and North Carolina labeled as accidents about 30% of deaths. Local agencies investigating deaths in their own communities classified nearly 50% of deaths as accidents. That number was higher still when the local agency was part of law enforcement, such as Texas' justice of the peace system or the sheriff-coroners in many California counties.
In one notable California restraint death, a forensic pathologist resigned after learning the sheriff changed the manner from homicide to accident. The ensuing controversy led San Joaquin County to create an independent medical examiner's office.
County lines can matter
The death of Kyle Briones in the sprawl east of Los Angeles shows how important the coincidence of where someone dies can be.
The 28-year-old was driving in the pre-dawn hours when a tire blew out. His car swerved and hit a street sign before stopping in a San Bernardino County farm field.
Briones survived the wreck -- but not the night.
Ontario Police Department officers responding to a 911 call for an injured motorist pulled him from the car. Although there were no drugs or alcohol in his system, Briones was disoriented and wobbled as he walked. Police ordered him to sit. When Briones didn't respond, officers shocked him with a Taser, threw him to the ground and placed him face down for more than six minutes, according to court records. The department did not respond to requests for comment.
By the time paramedics got to him, it was too late.
Had Briones crashed a mile down the road, across the line dividing San Bernardino and Riverside counties, what happened next might have gone far differently.
The two counties, known together as the Inland Empire, each have more than 2 million people and saw similar patterns in their arrest-related deaths -- typically, people in mental health or drug emergencies died after a struggle. Each has a sheriff-coroner death investigation system.
Yet in these cases, they arrived at opposite conclusions. Among the 13 deaths AP identified from 2012-2021 in Riverside County, the coroner's office classified 11 as homicides. The coroner's division of the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department ruled on 12 deaths, labeling none a homicide.
In the Briones death, the chief forensic pathologist working for the San Bernardino County coroner blamed preexisting heart and lung conditions. Dr. Frank Sheridan said that -- at 317 pounds and 5 feet, 11 inches -- Briones was "morbidly obese." He ruled the death natural.
The Briones family couldn't understand. Their attorney hired as an expert witness a former medical examiner who had worked for Ventura County, on the other side of Los Angeles. He said Briones died because officers held him down with pressure on his back so he couldn't breathe, and that it should be a homicide. The lawsuit settled for $2.75 million. Sheridan did not respond to requests for comment.
San Bernardino was one of 19 agencies in the United States that had four or more deaths in AP's database and ruled none a homicide.
In Miami-Dade County, for instance, all deaths in AP's data involving Tasers were ruled accidents. The one man who was shocked in Miami-Dade but whose death was not an accident died six years later -- in neighboring Broward County, where a medical examiner called Derrick Blake's death a homicide attributable to tasing.
All 16 deaths in Miami-Dade over the 10 years AP analyzed were accidents. Just one of Broward County's four deaths was. Miami's chief medical examiner declined to comment.
The 19 agencies with four or more deaths but no homicides cover at least 17 million people. One was the medical examiner's office in Snohomish County, Washington. The same place where Jen Dold fought, to no avail, to reclassify her brother's death.
___
Weiss reported from Greenville, South Carolina; Mohr reported from Jackson, Mississippi; Dunklin reported from Dallas; Pritchard reported from Los Angeles and Kirkland, Washington. Contributing were Ryan J. Foley in Iowa City, Iowa; Martha Bellisle in Seattle; Rhonda Shafner in New York; Sean Mussenden in College Park, Maryland; Roxana Hegeman in Belle Plaine, Kansas; Jeff Martin in Atlanta; and Jennifer McDermott in Providence, Rhode Island.
___
This story is part of the investigation "Lethal Restraint" led by The Associated Press in collaboration with the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism programs and FRONTLINE (PBS). The investigation includes an interactive story, database and the film "Documenting Police Use Of Force."
___

The Associated Press receives support from the Public Welfare Foundation for reporting focused on criminal justice. This story also was supported by Columbia University's Ira A. Lipman Center for Journalism and Civil and Human Rights in conjunction with Arnold Ventures. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
___
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips
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            An Indiana man convicted of killing four people including his brother and his sister's fiance decades ago was put to death early Wednesday, marking the state's first execution in 15 years.
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            A guard stands in a tower at Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            This undated photo provided by the Indiana Department of Corrections, shows Joseph Corcoran, who is scheduled to be executed before sunrise on Dec. 18, 2024. (Indiana Department of Corrections via AP)
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            Police cars are parked outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            The sun sets behind Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            A sign is posted outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            A police officer walks outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Indiana State Police officers enter Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            A sign is posted outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Police officers walk outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Joseph Corcoran is led to the City-County Lockup on Aug. 26, 1999, in Fort Wayne, Ind., after being sentenced to death in the slayings of four people in July 1997. (Matt Sullivan/The Journal-Gazette via AP)
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            People enter Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            A police officer walks outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            A sign is posted outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Calling herself his wife, Tahina Corcoran speaks outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Officials deliver a paper statement outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Officials deliver a paper statement outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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                                    An Indiana man convicted of killing four people including his brother and his sister's fiance decades ago was put to death early Wednesday, marking the state's first execution in 15 years.
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            A guard stands in a tower at Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            This undated photo provided by the Indiana Department of Corrections, shows Joseph Corcoran, who is scheduled to be executed before sunrise on Dec. 18, 2024. (Indiana Department of Corrections via AP)
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                                    This undated photo provided by the Indiana Department of Corrections, shows Joseph Corcoran, who is scheduled to be executed before sunrise on Dec. 18, 2024. (Indiana Department of Corrections via AP)
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            Police cars are parked outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            A police officer walks outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            A sign is posted outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Calling herself his wife, Tahina Corcoran speaks outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Officials deliver a paper statement outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Officials deliver a paper statement outside of Indiana State Prison on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Michigan City, Ind., where, barring last-minute court action or intervention by Gov. Eric Holcomb, Joseph Corcoran, 49, convicted in the 1997 killings of his brother and three other people, is scheduled to be put to death by lethal injection before sunrise Wednesday, Dec. 18. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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                                        MICHIGAN CITY, Ind. (AP) -- An Indiana man convicted of killing four people including his brother and his sister's fiance decades ago was put to death early Wednesday, marking the state's first execution in 15 years. 
Joseph Corcoran, 49, was pronounced dead at 12:44 a.m. CST at the Indiana State Prison in Michigan City, Indiana, the Indiana Department of Correction said in a statement. Corcoran was scheduled to be executed with the powerful sedative pentobarbital, but the state agency's statement did not mention that drug. Corcoran's execution was the 24th in the U.S. this year.
The state provided limited details about the execution process, and no media witnesses were permitted under state law. However, Corcoran chose a reporter for the Indiana Capital Chronicle as one of his witnesses, the outlet's editor posted on X early Wednesday.

    


Four people viewed the execution through a one-way window in a small adjacent room, said Corcoran attorney Larry Komp. He said he, a reporter from Indiana Capital Chronicle and two family members were witnesses. The death took eight minutes, according to Komp who said he only had a partial view and could not hear anything, including if Corcoran spoke. 




By the state's account, Corcoran's last words were: "Not really. Let's get this over with."
Komp said "there was no way to tell" if Corcoran was in pain.
Indiana and Wyoming are the only two states that do not allow members of the media to witness state executions, according to a recent report by the Death Penalty Information Center. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
According to the Indiana Capital Chronicle, witnesses were only allowed to watch the execution for six minutes before blinds to the viewing room were closed. Corcoran, whose pastor was allowed in the room with him during the execution, "appeared awake with his eyes blinking, but otherwise still and silent," according to the newspaper.

    


Corcoran was convicted in the July 1997 shootings of his brother, 30-year-old James Corcoran, his sister's fiance, 32-year-old Robert Scott Turner, and two other men, Timothy G. Bricker, 30, and Douglas A. Stillwell, 30. 
According to court records, before Corcoran fatally shot the four victims he was under stress because the forthcoming marriage of his sister to Turner would necessitate moving out of the Fort Wayne, Indiana, home he shared with his brother and sister.
While jailed for those killings, Corcoran reportedly bragged about fatally shooting his parents in 1992 in northern Indiana's Steuben County. He was charged in their killings but acquitted.
Last summer, Gov. Eric Holcomb announced plans to resume state executions following a yearslong hiatus marked by a scarcity of lethal injection drugs nationwide. 
Corcoran's attorneys had fought his death penalty sentence for years, arguing he was severely mentally ill, which affected his ability to understand and make decisions. This month his attorneys asked the Indiana Supreme Court to stop his execution but the request was denied. 
Corcoran exhausted his federal appeals in 2016. But his attorneys asked the U.S. District Court of Northern Indiana last week to stop his execution and hold a hearing to decide if it would be unconstitutional because Corcoran has a serious mental illness. The court declined to intervene Friday, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit did the same Tuesday.

    


Corcoran's attorneys then asked the U.S. Supreme Court issue an emergency order halting his execution, but the high court denied their request for a stay late Tuesday, ending Corcoran's options with the courts.
Komp said that he was disappointed with the high court's decision, adding that the question of Corcoran's mental health was not properly evaluated.
"There has never been a hearing to determine whether is he competent to be executed," he said in a statement to The Associated Press. "It is an absolute failure for the rule of law to have an execution when the law and proper processes were not followed."
Corcoran's sole remaining hope then became Holcomb, who could have commuted Corcoran's death sentence. But that commutation never came and the execution proceeded as scheduled.

    


 At midnight, a group of activists who oppose the death penalty began singing "Amazing Grace."
Holcomb's office released a statement early Wednesday following Corcoran's execution. 
"Joseph Corcoran's case has been reviewed repeatedly over the last 25 years - including 7 times by the Indiana Supreme Court and 3 times by the U.S. Supreme Court, the most recent of which was tonight. His sentence has never been overturned and was carried out as ordered by the court," Holcomb said in the statement.
Indiana's last state execution was in 2009 when Matthew Wrinkles was put to death for killing his wife, her brother and sister-in-law in 1994. Since then, 13 executions were carried out in Indiana but those were initiated and performed by federal officials in 2020 and 2021 at a federal prison in Terre Haute. 

    


State officials have said they couldn't continue executions because a combination of drugs used in lethal injections had become unavailable. 
For years, there has been a shortage across the country because pharmaceutical companies have refused to sell their products for that purpose. That's pushed states, including Indiana, to turn to compounding pharmacies, which manufacture drugs specifically for a client. Some use more accessible drugs such as the sedatives pentobarbital or midazolam, both of which, critics say, can cause intense pain.
Religious groups, disability rights advocates and others have opposed his execution. About a dozen people, some holding candles, held a vigil late Tuesday to pray outside the prison, which is surrounded by barbed wire fences in a residential area about 60 miles (90 kilometers) east of Chicago.
"We can build a society without giving governmental authorities the right to execute their own citizens," said Bishop Robert McClory of the Diocese of Gary, who led the prayers.
Other death penalty opponents also demonstrated outside the prison Tuesday night, some holding signs that read "Execution Is Not The Solution" and "Remember The Victims But Not With More Killing."
"There is no need and no benefit from this execution. It's all show," said Abraham Borowitz, director of Death Penalty Action, his organization that protests every execution in the U.S.
Prison officials said in a brief statement Tuesday evening that Corcoran "requested Ben & Jerry's ice cream for his last meal."

Corcoran said farewell late Tuesday to relatives, including his wife, Tahina Corcoran, who told reporters outside the prison that they discussed their faith and their memories, including attending high school together. She reiterated her request for Indiana's governor to commute her husband's death sentence.
Tahina Corcoran said her husband was "very mentally ill" and she didn't think he fully grasped what was happening to him.
"He is in shock. He doesn't understand," she said.
___
Callahan reported from Indianapolis. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/indiana-execution-joseph-corcoran-fc5f9c8fa9055e8fbc0aafd300e6d7ac
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As wars rage around them, Armenian Christians in Jerusalem's Old City feel the walls closing in
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            An Armenian Christian priest walks along an alley near to St. James Cathedral at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Young seminarians of the Armenian Christian convent arrive for the daily afternoon prayer service at St. James Cathedral at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An Armenian activist pets a dog in a parking area known by locals as "Cows garden" at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Cars are parked in a parking area known as "Cows garden" at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An Israeli ultra-orthodox walks through a narrow limestone passageway at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Chancellor of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem Father Aghan Gogchyan gestures outside St. James Cathedral at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 16 | 
            An activist fixes maps of the Armenian quarter on the wall inside a makeshift camp sets up in a parking lot at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Armenian flags wave in a makeshift barricade set up by local activists in a parking area known as "Cows garden" at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 16 | 
            Armenian Christian clergy attend the daily afternoon prayer service at the St. James Cathedral at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An Armenian Christian deacon walks on a roof terrace near St. James Cathedral, background, at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An Armenian resident sits at the main square of the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An Armenian Christian worshipper attends the daily afternoon prayer service at the St. James Cathedral at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An Armenian Christian deacon walks on a roof terrace near St. James Cathedral, background, at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            A member of the Armenian clergy uses a wood hammer to call for the daily afternoon prayer service at St. James Cathedral at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Armenian Christian clergy and young seminars attend the daily afternoon prayer service at the St. James Cathedral at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 16 | 
            An Armenian Christian priest walks along the main square of the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An Armenian Christian priest walks along an alley near to St. James Cathedral at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Young seminarians of the Armenian Christian convent arrive for the daily afternoon prayer service at St. James Cathedral at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An Armenian activist pets a dog in a parking area known by locals as "Cows garden" at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 16

                                    
                                    An Armenian activist pets a dog in a parking area known by locals as "Cows garden" at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 16 | 
            Cars are parked in a parking area known as "Cows garden" at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An Israeli ultra-orthodox walks through a narrow limestone passageway at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Chancellor of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem Father Aghan Gogchyan gestures outside St. James Cathedral at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An activist fixes maps of the Armenian quarter on the wall inside a makeshift camp sets up in a parking lot at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Armenian flags wave in a makeshift barricade set up by local activists in a parking area known as "Cows garden" at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An Armenian resident sits at the main square of the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            A member of the Armenian clergy uses a wood hammer to call for the daily afternoon prayer service at St. James Cathedral at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Armenian Christian clergy and young seminars attend the daily afternoon prayer service at the St. James Cathedral at the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            An Armenian Christian priest walks along the main square of the Armenian quarter in Jerusalem, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- As the war in Gaza rages, Syria's government transforms, and the Israeli-occupied West Bank seethes, Armenian residents of the Old City of Jerusalem fight a different battle -- one that is quieter, they say, but no less existential. 
One of the oldest communities in Jerusalem, the Armenians have lived in the Old City for decades without significant friction with their neighbors, centered around a convent that acts as a welfare state.
Now, the small Christian community has begun to fracture under pressure from forces they say threaten them and the multifaith character of the Old City. From radical Jewish settlers who jeer at clergymen on the way to prayer, to a land deal threatening to turn a quarter of their land into a luxury hotel, residents and the church alike say the future of the community is in flux. 
Their struggle, playing out under the cover of many regional crises, reflects the difficulty of maintaining a non-Jewish presence in a Jerusalem where life has hardened for religious minorities in the Old City. Chasms have emerged between the Armenian Patriarchate, the traditional steward of community affairs, and the mainly secular community itself. Its members worry that the church is not equipped to protect their dwindling population and embattled convent from obsolescence and takeover. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A tent in a parking lot

    


Walk through the narrow passageways of the Armenian Quarter, past a perpetually manned guard post and into an open lot with a towering pile of shrapnel crested with the Armenian flag. You've arrived at the headquarters of the "Save the Arq" movement.
It's where some residents of the Armenian Quarter have decamped, in a structure with reinforced plywood walls hung with ancient maps, to protest what they see as an illegal land grab by a controversial real estate developer.
The land under threat is where the community parks their cars and holds group dinners. It also includes parts of the patriarchate itself. It's been a receiving point for those fleeing the mass killing of some 1.5 million Armenians by Ottoman Turks, widely viewed by scholars as the first genocide of the 20th century. Turkey denies the deaths constituted genocide.

    


The patriarchate has batted away offer after offer to sell the land. That changed in 2021, when an Armenian priest, Baret Yeretsian, signed a fraudulent deal leasing the lot for up to 98 years to a company called Xana Capital, registered just before the agreement was signed. 
Xana then turned over half the shares to a local businessman, George Warwar, who has been involved in various criminal offenses, according to court filings, including a 24-month prison sentence for armed robbery, and has declared bankruptcy in the past.
In court documents seen by the AP, the patriarchate has admitted that Warwar bribed the priest and that the two had sustained "various inappropriate connections" leading up to the signing of the deal.
Community members were outraged when they found out, prompting the priest to flee the country. The patriarchate cancelled the deal in October, but Xana fought back, and the two are now in mediation over the contract. Xana Capital has since sent armed men to the lot, the activists say, attacking members of the community, including clergy, with pepper spray and batons. 

    


With the future of the site unclear, the activists say they appealed to the patriarchate to find out what was going on. The activists say that Warwar has the backing of a prominent settler organization seeking to expand Jewish presence in Jerusalem's Old City. The organization, Ateret Cohanim, is behind several controversial land acquisitions in the Old City, and its leaders were photographed meeting with Warwar and Danny Rothman, the owner of Xana Capital who also uses the last name Rubinstein, in December 2023. The organization denied any connection to the land deal. 
"But as soon as the deal was signed, the patriarchate went into silent mode, bunker mode," said Setrag Balian, 27, a ceramicist. "We decided that we have to take action and not once again be on the sidelines, watching and hoping that the patriarchy will take the right steps."

    


So Balian and fellow resident Hagop Djernazian collected some 300 signatures from the community and filed suit against the patriarchate in February, asking them to declare the deal void and to say, for posterity, that the land belongs to the community. 
In response, the patriarchate said it owns the land, not the community. Xana, meanwhile, filed a response calling the activists antisemitic squatters. The patriarchate's response and Xana's words, the activists said, leave open the chance that the land could be leased again in the future. 
"It made us feel like we could not trust the institution who brought us to this day to solve this problem, to solve this conflict," said Hagop Djernazian.

    


The patriarchate declined to comment on the land deal for this article, saying it could impact mediation efforts underway with Xana. 
A single observer
Inside the Armenian convent, the clergy are hushed, pathways empty. 
On a recent afternoon, priests in black robes rang the bell for daily prayers at the St. James Cathedral, the storied Armenian church occupying one of the highest points in the Old City. Filing into the darkened space, the men and the young seminary choir were joined only by an Israeli tour group and one Armenian woman who'd come to pray.
Father Parsegh Galamterian, church sacristan, has watched prayers thin out over the years, as the Armenian population in the quarter has shrunk from about 15,000 in 1948, the founding of the state of Israel, to around 2,000.
"The future is difficult," he says. 
Armenians began arriving in the Old City as early as the 4th century, inspired by the religious significance of the city to Christianity. In the early 20th century, they were joined by masses of Armenians who flocked to Jerusalem after being driven out of the Ottoman Empire. Theirs is the smallest quarter in the Old City, home to Armenians with the same status as Palestinians in Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem -- residents but not citizens, effectively stateless.
Today, the newcomers are mainly boys who arrive from Armenia to live and study in the convent. Some stay, but many drop out of studies. Clergy say that's partially because attacks against Christians have ramped up within the walls of the Old City, leaving the Armenians - whose convent is closest to the Jewish Quarter and is tucked along a popular route to the Western Wall - vulnerable. 
Father Aghan Gogchyan, the patriarchate's chancellor, said he's regularly attacked by groups of Jewish fundamentalists. 
He recalled one instance, a month ago, when clergy were headed to prayer. He was intercepted by a group of settlers, who asked if they were Christians. 
"'You know that you don't have a future here in the Holy Land. You're not going to continue to live here," he recalled one man saying. "'This is our country. We are going to eradicate you."
"This is the word he used," said Gogchyan. "We are going to eradicate you from our country."
The Rossing Center, which tracks anti-Christian attacks in the Holy Land, documented about 20 attacks on Armenian observers, Armenian private property, and church properties in 2023, many involving ultranationalist Jewish settlers spitting at Armenian clergy or graffiti reading "Death to Christians" scrawled on the quarter's walls. 
"What is being said behind closed doors is that Jerusalem is becoming a place that is no longer hospitable to Christianity," said Daniel Seidman, a Jerusalem lawyer and peace activist. "You can see the needle moving. The spike in hate crimes is not part of this plan, but it's part of the impact."
The incidents send a clear message to the next generation, said Gogchyan: stay away. 
"The new generation doesn't want to be in the center of the conflict," said Gogchyan. "They're building their future in different countries.
Despite the fractures, Armenian clergy and activists told the AP they want the same thing: a continued presence in the Old City. 
"Some people feel helpless and hopeless and they want to leave," said Balian. "But I think the majority sees that there is a struggle going on. It gives us a meaning. It gives us a purpose. It gives us a reason to stay here."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            Fans hold a flag before the English Premier League soccer match between Everton and Bolton at Goodison Park, Liverpool, England, Wednesday Jan. 4, 2012. (AP Photo/Tim Hales, File)
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            Everton's goalkeeper Jordan Pickford reacts during the English Premier League soccer match between Arsenal and Everton at Emirates Stadium in London, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            A man walks outside Goodison Park as the Premier League soccer match between Everton and Liverpool is called off due to storm Darragh at Goodison Park, in Liverpool, England, Saturday Dec 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)
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                                        Half of the Premier League is under majority American ownership after Texas-based Friedkin Group completed its 98.8% purchase of Everton on Thursday.
The takeover ended Farhad Moshiri's turbulent eight-year tenure at the storied English club, which joins the Friedkins' wide-ranging portfolio of investments that includes Italian team Roma. The size of the deal was undisclosed but the BBC and other British media valued it in excess of 400 million pounds ($500 million).
Fronted by Dan Friedkin -- who has a net worth of $6.4 billion, according to Forbes -- and his son Ryan, the group has investments in the automotive industry, entertainment, hospitality and sports. The Friedkins made a fortune distributing Toyotas in Texas.
"I take immense pride in welcoming one of England's most historic football clubs to our global family," Dan Friedkin said. "Everton represents a proud legacy, and we are honored to become custodians of this great institution."

    


Everton is a nine-time English champion which has been an ever-present in the top division since 1954 but is without a major trophy since 1995 and has been battling relegation in recent years.
The Toffees, as they are nicknamed, are 16th in the 20-team league approaching the halfway mark of this season.




US owners
The most lucrative and popular domestic league in the world now has 10 teams with U.S. owners.
Arsenal, Aston Villa, Bournemouth, Chelsea, Fulham, Crystal Palace, Ipswich, Liverpool and Manchester United are majority owned by Americans. Manchester City has minority U.S. investors in Silver Lake.
Leeds and Burnley, who both have U.S. owners, were recently relegated from the Premier League but are in a decent position to get promoted from the second-tier Championship this season. Leeds is second and Burnley is third.

    


Chaos under Moshiri
Moshiri, a British-Iranian businessman, sold his stake in Arsenal to become Everton's major shareholder in 2016 and, by the end of his reign, had a 94% stake at the club.
His eight years in charge will be remembered for wasting hundreds of millions of pounds (dollars) on players, going through eight permanent managers and plunging Everton into financial uncertainty, which led to the team having two separate points deductions last season because of reckless spending.
The club's finances were particularly hit in March 2022 when Everton announced it halted its major sponsorship with companies belonging to Russian metals tycoon Alisher Usmanov, a business partner of Moshiri, after he was sanctioned by the European Union in the wake of Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
Moshiri departs with Everton set to leave its long-term home of Goodison Park at the end of this season and move into a new state-of-the-art stadium at Bramley-Moore Dock, on the Mersey waterfront.
The sale was "the best outcome for the club and its future success," Moshiri said.
"Despite a challenging geopolitical backdrop, a significant amount has been achieved over the last couple of years including the delivery of a new sporting department, the stabilization of our finances and the delivery of our iconic new stadium," he said. "I now hand over to new owners confident in the outlook for the club and that our incredible fans will see the success on the pitch that they so thoroughly deserve."

    


There may be some concern, however, among Everton fans about the Friedkins, who have never spoken publicly in the four years since they purchased Roma and are unpopular with supporters after making contentious management changes -- including firing Daniele De Rossi, the club's beloved former captain, early this season.
Everton's search for owners
The Friedkin Group reached an agreement in principle in June to buy Moshiri's stake, but talks were called off a month later. Everton was then in negotiations with American businessman John Textor, who said he had an exclusivity agreement with the club but needed to first sell his stake in Premier League rival Crystal Palace.
Earlier, a proposed takeover of Everton by 777 Partners collapsed amid worries about the financial stability of the company.
"We understand the club has faced significant challenges on and off the pitch for several years," said Marc Watts, the new executive chairman. "That's why our immediate priority is stabilizing the club and improving results on the pitch."

    


Friedkins' goals
Watts said the group has provided an undisclosed injection of capital to ensure the completion of the new stadium, converting most of Everton's debt either to equity "repaid or refinanced on terms more favorable to the stability of the club."
The new owners said they had six goals, including "strengthening the men's first-team squad through thoughtful and strategic investment" and "enhancing Everton's reputation as a unique and historical name in world football."

There was no mention of Sean Dyche, who has been Everton's manager for nearly two years and whose future may come under scrutiny if the new ownership wants to make a fresh start.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        In the six years since the U.S. Supreme Court cleared the way for states to offer sports betting, each successive year has set a record for the amount of money wagered legally. 
Another new high-water mark of close to $130 billion is expected by the end of 2024. It coincides with what has been a year of reckoning rocked by high-profile scandals.
The bad publicity included former Toronto Raptors player Jontay Porter's lifetime ban from the NBA after a league investigation found he disclosed confidential information to bettors and faked ailments in games to fix proposition bets related to his own performance. There was also the case of Ippei Mizuhara, the former interpreter for Shohei Ohtani who pleaded guilty to bank and tax fraud in a case in which prosecutors said he stole nearly $17 million from the Japanese baseball star to pay off illegal gambling debts.

    


Ohtani was cleared of any wrongdoing, but his proximity to such malfeasance heaped negative attention on baseball's biggest name.
"When you have people betting on sports, you have people trying to corrupt sports -- they go hand in hand," said John Holden, an associate professor at Indiana University who conducts research on gambling and college athletics policy. "So, these were things that were going to happen. I think it's opening people's eyes that the legalization of sports betting in the U.S. wasn't going to be the exception to the problems that come with sports betting everywhere else in the world."




Porter was on a two-way contract at the time of his violations, which meant he could bounce back and forth between the Raptors and their G League affiliate. His salary was $410,000, and a standard NBA contract would have been more than $2 million. In pleading guilty to federal conspiracy charges in July, Porter acknowledged wrongdoing, saying he did it "to get out from under large gambling debts." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Certainly, prop bets, depending on how precise they are, lend themselves to more shenanigans than other kinds of bets," NBA Commissioner Adam Silver said in May.

    


In light of Porter's banishment, BetMGM Sportsbook said in October that it would not take NBA prop bets on players on two-way or 10-day contracts. It joined several others taking this action, including U.S. sportsbook giants DraftKings and FanDuel, as well as ESPN BET.
Still, Andrew Brandt, the executive director of Villanova's Moorad Center for Sports Law, said it's hard to know what kind of lasting impact these scandals will have.
"Porter was an 'easy' ban as he was a low-level player that could be sent away as a message to other players," Brandt said. "The Ippei-Shohei relationship seems to be less about gambling than an issue of trust. ... We will see."

    


Tough terrain for new states
The Porter and Mizuhara incidents could also have played a factor in the slim margin by which Missouri voters approved sports betting legalization in November, with 50.05% voting in favor of the ballot measure after legislation had repeatedly stalled in the state Senate. DraftKings and FanDuel spent heavily on what turned out to be a Missouri ballot initiative record $43 million campaign.
Longtime industry insider Matt Para believes that, along with an oversaturation of advertising and lower than anticipated tax benefits in the 38 states that currently allow betting, has contributed to what is an ongoing moral "reboot" surrounding the public's attitude toward the industry. 
"I would say the public has soured on sports betting as a whole," said Para, a consultant who has more than 20 years' experience working in online gambling. "I think they're upset that they can't watch sporting events with their kids without seeing gambling pop up. ... There's a cap, I think. And we've reached that point to what the public is willing to accept."
Next year isn't likely to see any additional states enter the sports betting fray. That includes potentially lucrative markets like Texas and California. 
In 2022, California voters defeated two rival proposals to legalize sports betting after interest groups spent roughly $450 million either promoting or opposing the measures. 

    


The Texas Legislature meets every two years and will be back in session in 2025, but so far it hasn't seemed to have an appetite for getting into sports gambling. While Texas has been a state generally opposed to all forms of gambling, the biggest barrier currently is Republican Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, who has great influence over what bills are put up for a vote. He isn't sold that the tax benefits, that he's previously said would pay for about half a day of Texas' yearly budget, are worth it. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Money talks
According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, most states tax sports gambling at between 5% and 20%. But tax revenues have varied vastly because only 15 states collect at least 10% of every dollar wagered. 
Studies by the Sports Betting Alliance, a lobbying consortium made up of sportsbooks and Texas professional sports teams, as well one by an independent law firm, have estimated the state could make upwards of $250 million in tax revenue yearly from betting. But Texas spends $125 billion a year and currently has a budget surplus. 

    


The estimates also would depend on Texas setting taxes on gambling that would be among the highest in the nation, as well as wagers generating record overall gambling revenue.
California, along with states like Oklahoma, also would likely have to work out some sort of revenue sharing deal with the Native American tribal entities that currently have legal gaming rights. 
In California's case, such a compromise seems likely at some point because of the additional revenue in a state that already garners $9 billion from its casinos. But legalization almost certainly would come through a statewide referendum, which could only come in an even-numbered year. 

"I sort of think that of the remaining states there might be a shocker here or there that pops up one year or another," Holden said. "There are obstacles in place. So, I think this is one of these things where we aren't going to see four states happen in a year again."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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            Lindsey Vonn watches the other racers after her first downhill forerun on the Birds of Prey at the World Cup skiing event, Wednesday, Dec. 11, in Beaver Creek, Colo. (Chris Dillmann/Vail Daily via AP)
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                                        ST. MORITZ, Switzerland (AP) -- Lindsey Vonn didn't just pop into the hospital one day, get a new titanium knee and then decide on the way out that she wanted to return to downhill ski racing.
It's been a long, calculated process involving several minor and some major knee surgeries, careful vetting of the medical issues involved and then months of on-snow testing in New Zealand, Austria and Colorado to see how her body and new knee would react at age 40.
So now that she's preparing to step into a World Cup starting gate this weekend for the first time in nearly six years for super-G races in St. Moritz on Saturday and Sunday, she's getting fed up with how several of her fellow skiing champions are questioning why she would return to the sport's most dangerous disciplines at such an advanced age.
"I've been thinking about getting a replacement for several years. I did a lot of research. I know people think that I'm insane. But I am actually kind of smart. I have done a few operations, so I know a few doctors. I talked to a lot of them," Vonn said. "I talked to (extreme skier) Chris Davenport, who also had a partial knee replacement and he skis like 150 days a year. ... So that gave me a lot of confidence."

    


Vonn got most of her medical advice from Tom Hackett, an orthopedic surgeon at The Steadman Clinic in Vail, Colorado, who has operated on her knees and arm and is affiliated with the U.S. Ski Team.




"He's sort of been my guide. He helped me interview doctors from around the world to make sure that they were in it for the right reasons," Vonn said. "A lot of doctors said they could fix me and make me better. But generally when you say that right off the bat it's probably not true."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Hackett helped Vonn find Martin Roche, a South Florida-based orthopedist specializing in complex knee disorders.
Hackett already had performed a "preparation" surgery in July 2023 to try to slow down the need for a replacement while also preparing other parts of Vonn's knee for an eventual replacement.

    


Then, in April, Roche performed a robot-assisted replacement, cutting off part of the bone in Vonn's knee and replacing it with two titanium pieces.
"Once you commit to something you got to commit," Vonn said. "Once they're cutting you open that is what it is. So I did all the front-end research and now I'm reaping the rewards on the back end."
Pirmin Zurbriggen suggests Vonn could 'tear her artificial knee to pieces'
But Vonn, who won a record 43 World Cup downhills before retiring in 2019, has not exactly been given a warm welcome back by some well-known retired skiers.
Two-time Olympic champion Michaela Dorfmeister suggested that "Vonn should see a psychologist," adding on Austrian TV, "Does she want to kill herself?"
Austrian downhill great Franz Klammer said "she's gone completely mad."
Four-time overall World Cup champion Pirmin Zurbriggen added his name to the doubters when he told Swiss tabloid Blick on Wednesday that "there is a risk that Vonn will tear her artificial knee to pieces. And in such a way that she will never be able to do any sport properly for the rest of her life."

    


"I have the feeling that Vonn hasn't recognized the meaning and purpose of her other life in recent years," Zurbriggen added. "She has probably suffered from no longer being a celebrated champion."
After Zurbriggen's comments were published, Vonn hit back on social media.
"I'm getting pretty tired of people predicting negative things about my future," she wrote Wednesday on X. "Did they all become doctors and I missed it, because they talk like they know more than the best doctors in the world."
Vonn is taking inspiration from Simone Biles

No woman older than 34 has won a World Cup race. But several men have performed well in the sport near or after 40.
Johan Clarey set the record for the oldest podium finisher with a second-place result in the famed Hahnenkamm downhill in Kitzbuehel, Austria, at age 42 in January 2023.
"I'm not the first person to do it; I'm just maybe the first woman to do it in ski racing. Simone Biles is the perfect example of what can be done at an older age -- and she's not even old," Vonn said of the gymnast who became the oldest woman to win the all-around Olympic title in nearly 75 years at the Paris Games this year -- at 27.

"It's just outside of the confines of what we believe is the right age for the sport," Vonn said. "I don't think I'm reinventing the wheel. I'm just doing what I feel is right for me but at the same time continuing on what other women have done before me."

    


___
AP skiing: https://apnews.com/hub/alpine-skiing
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- Jenson Brooksby tugged at the right shoulder of his red T-shirt and fiddled with some strands of his dirty blond hair as he spoke to The Associated Press about what he'd like the world -- the tennis world, yes, but also everyone else -- to know about him. 
Once a member of an up-and-coming group of American men making their mark with big wins at Grand Slam tournaments, Brooksby wants folks to be aware of what went on while he was away from the tour for nearly two "frustrating" years that, he said, made it "easy to get depressed." Ranked No. 33 at age 21 in 2022, just a year after going pro, he's now unranked after being sidelined by injuries, operations and a ban connected to missed drug tests that eventually was reduced. 
And, as Brooksby prepares to compete again in January, including at the Australian Open, he wants people -- other players, yes, but also anyone else, including those who are, or know someone who is, autistic -- to hear about his experience living with autism spectrum disorder, which he discussed publicly for the first time during a recent interview.

    


"It's ... just something I don't want to have to keep to myself," Brooksby said over a post-workout lunch in a boardroom at the U.S. Tennis Association National Campus. About 20 miles east of Walt Disney World, it's the site of preseason training for about a dozen tennis pros.




"It's obviously a personal topic that, even with people you may feel very comfortable with -- in my mind, at least for a long time -- it wasn't (something) to just go blurting out as part of a conversation, you know?" said Brooksby, 24, a native Californian who said he was nonverbal until the age of 4. "But I've always thought about it and ... I, eventually, just wanted to talk about it."
As a kid, he said, he spent about 40 hours a week with therapists "to be able to even just start talking ... (and) then to get better at communication and social situations."

    


What is autism?
There are no blood or biological tests for autism, a developmental disability caused by differences in the brain identified by observing a child's behavior. Formerly only diagnosed in children with severe language difficulties, social impairments and unusual repetitive behaviors, autism is now defined in a broader way and used to describe a group of milder, related conditions, too.
Brooksby called the autism a "big strength" in "pressure moments" on court, allowing him to "focus on two or three specific details really well for a long period of time." He also mentioned "something that makes (tennis) a little tougher": He will have outbursts if he's losing or if he is upset about a certain shot or aspect of his technique, a tendency his athletic trainer, Paul Kinney, keeps an eye out for, along with signs of discomfort such as reaching for his clothing or hair or leaning forward with hands on knees.
Brooksby, who "presented as a very severe case" as a child, now "is on the very mild end of the spectrum," according to Michelle Wagner, a board-certified behavior analyst whose area of specialty is autism spectrum disorders. She said she first began working with Brooksby when he was 2 years, 9 months and had been diagnosed by others; the progress he made, Wagner said, is an "unusual and unique outcome."
Why was Jenson Brooksby's suspension shortened?

    


Brooksby was given what at first was an 18-month suspension by the International Tennis Integrity Agency (ITIA) in October 2023. 
He was not accused of testing positive for a banned substance but, instead, of failing to show up for three drug tests within a 12-month period; according to the ITIA's initial report, his side argued that miscommunication with a doping control officer trying to find him at a hotel in the Netherlands "was not due to any negligence on (the player's) part." 
Brooksby appealed, and he and the ITIA agreed to a reduced punishment, making him eligible to return in March 2024 instead of January 2025. The ITIA said his "degree of fault ... should be reassessed" due to "new information relating to the circumstances giving rise to the missed tests." The ITIA never announced what that new information was; a spokesman declined to comment on the case Wednesday.

    


But Wagner said the appeal included her input. She oversaw Brooksby's treatment plan until he was 6, including language development and age-appropriate self-help skills such as getting dressed alone or preparing a backpack for school. 
"It was clear he needed intensive intervention" back then, she told the AP. "He presented with some severe behavioral challenges and he was ... behind his peer age group." 
As part of the appeal, Wagner said, she explained how autism affects Brooksby's decision-making as an adult and leads to what she termed "a lack of executive functioning," meaning he has trouble understanding that, "If I do this, that might be the outcome; if I don't do this, then (certain other things) might happen."

    


Brooksby has been off the tennis tour for almost two full years
Brooksby plans to return on the lower-level Challenger Tour in Canberra, Australia, next month, before heading to the Australian Open, which begins Jan. 12. It was there, in January 2023, that Brooksby upset three-time Grand Slam runner-up Casper Ruud. Two days later, Brooksby lost to eventual semifinalist Tommy Paul.
That's where the "Activity" section of Brooksby's ATP Tour record ends. First came surgery on his left wrist that March. Then surgery on his right wrist in May. Then the ban. 
"Multiple bad things just happened at once," he said. "It was a lot to take, mentally." 
After the suspension, Brooksby didn't play right away, partly because of shoulder pain when he resumed hitting and partly because he was assembling a new team (he now is with coaches Eric Nunez and Rhyne Williams, along with Kinney, who previously was with him in 2022). 
Kinney said Brooksby has trained to improve his body, including his posture, and parts of his game, including his serve.
"Try to become better," Brooksby said. "That's the goal."
Brooksby's career highlights in tennis
The 6-foot-4 Brooksby already has shown enough talent, in-match smarts and unique shot-making to beat major finalists Ruud, Stefanos Tsitsipas, Taylor Fritz, Tomas Berdych and Kevin Anderson. 
He earned high praise from 24-time Grand Slam champion Novak Djokovic, against whom Brooksby claimed a set before losing in the 2021 U.S. Open's fourth round.
Told about some of what Djokovic said that night -- "We're going to see a lot of him in the future" and "He has a bit of an unorthodox game" -- Brooksby nodded and replied, "I'd say that's very accurate."
Emitting a grunt with most groundstrokes, he wore white tape strapped around both wrists for practices during the AP's visit -- outdoors in the morning, indoors in the afternoon.
"It's hard to say what the ceiling is. ... He can be a top-10 player," Nunez said. "He only has one gear when he's competing at anything and that's full-on mode."
Why is Brooksby discussing his autism now?
"I just want people to know me for who I am fully, and that's just another part of me," Brooksby said. "I've had a lot of time out of playing and a lot of thinking I've had to do."
Took some getting used to the idea.
"He was worried," said his longtime advisor, Amrit Narasimhan, "about what people would think of him." 
And now?
"He wants players to understand him better; that's a big part of it," Narasimhan said. "He wants to tell his story so people can understand who he is."
___

Howard Fendrich has been the AP's tennis writer since 2002. Find his stories here: https://apnews.com/author/howard-fendrich. More AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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Usyk vs. Fury 2: How to watch, betting odds and more about heavyweight title rematch
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                    Britain's Tyson Fury, left, punches Ukraine's Oleksandr Usyk during their undisputed heavyweight world championship boxing fight at the Kingdom Arena in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, May 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File)


                

            
        

        
    

    

            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) -- The rematch is days away. Oleksandr Usyk and Tyson Fury will go at it again on Saturday night in Saudi Arabia.
Usyk won a split decision the first time and became boxing's first undisputed heavyweight champion in 24 years. Since then, Usyk gave up the IBF title now held by Daniel Dubois.
So, Usyk's WBC, WBA and WBO belts will be on the line at Kingdom Arena -- the same Riyadh venue that hosted the first meeting in May.
How to watch
The 12-round fight is available pay-per-view on DAZN in most countries. The ring walk for Usyk-Fury is expected around 5 p.m. Eastern. That's 10 p.m. London time and 1 a.m. (Sunday) in Riyadh.
Betting favorite
According to BetMGM Sportsbook, Usyk is a slight favorite at 3/4 odds to win, and Fury at 11/10 odds to win. The odds for a draw are 15/1.
What happened in the first fight?
Usyk secured a narrow victory on two scorecards, 115-112 and 114-113. The other judge favored Fury, 114-113. Through the first seven rounds, Fury was ahead on each scorecard, but Usyk began to rally. Usyk nearly finished off his 6-foot-9 opponent in the ninth, when he was credited with a knockdown before Fury was saved by the bell.

    


What's at stake?
Besides Usyk's three belts, there are legacies at stake. Usyk is 22-0 and wants cement his place as one of the greats with a decisive victory. The 37-year-old Ukrainian is also representing his country amid Russia's continuing military invasion. Fury (34-1-1) wants to avenge his only professional loss. The 36-year-old Englishman is 5-0 in rematches.
Of course, there's tens of millions of dollars on the line as well. The purse is a reported $190 million, though the fighters' cuts are not known. The paydays could get even bigger if there's a trilogy fight. Fury said this week that if he wins, he'll want a third bout. Usyk said "we'll see."

    


Who else is fighting?

Promising heavyweight Moses Itauma puts his undefeated record (10-0, 8 KOs) on the line against Australian Demsey McKean (22-1, 14 KOs). The 19-year-old Slovakia-born southpaw is a big puncher -- none of his past six bouts have gone past the second round.
Elsewhere on the undercard, an all-British heavyweight bout features Johnny Fisher (12-0, 11 KOs) vs. David Allen (23-6-2, 18 KOs).
The first fight is scheduled to begin at 11 a.m. Eastern.
___
AP boxing: https://apnews.com/boxing
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SMU eyes validation, Penn State eyes a breakthrough in College Football Playoff opener
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            SMU quarterback Kevin Jennings (7) reacts to showing a touchdown pass to teammate wide receiver Derrick McFall (20) during the first half of an NCAA college football game against California, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            SMU head coach Rhett Lashlee looks on in the first half of the Atlantic Coast Conference championship NCAA college football game against Clemson, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)
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            Penn State head coach James Franklin watches from the sideline during the first half of the Big Ten championship NCAA college football game against Oregon, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/AJ Mast)
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            Penn State defensive end Abdul Carter (11) sacks Maryland quarterback MJ Morris (7) during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            SMU quarterback Kevin Jennings (7) runs past Clemson defensive end Cade Denhoff (44) in the first half of the Atlantic Coast Conference championship NCAA college football game Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)
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            Penn State tight end Tyler Warren (44) runs from Oregon defensive back Kobe Savage (5) during the first half of the Big Ten championship NCAA college football game, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar warms up before the Big Ten championship NCAA college football game against Oregon, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/AJ Mast)
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            SMU quarterback Kevin Jennings (7) reacts to showing a touchdown pass to teammate wide receiver Derrick McFall (20) during the first half of an NCAA college football game against California, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            SMU head coach Rhett Lashlee looks on in the first half of the Atlantic Coast Conference championship NCAA college football game against Clemson, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)
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            Penn State head coach James Franklin watches from the sideline during the first half of the Big Ten championship NCAA college football game against Oregon, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/AJ Mast)
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            Penn State defensive end Abdul Carter (11) sacks Maryland quarterback MJ Morris (7) during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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                                        This is not about validation exactly. Still, it kind of is. For SMU and Penn State both.
And each side knows it.
When the 11th-seeded Mustangs (11-2) walk into wintry Beaver Stadium on Saturday to meet the sixth-seeded Nittany Lions (11-2) in the first round of the expanded College Football Playoff, they know there's more than a few people -- particularly those that live in Alabama -- who think they have no right to be there in the first place.
"I think we feel like not necessarily want to prove doubters wrong," said safety Jonathan McGill, a graduate transfer from Stanford. "But I feel like we want to prove ourselves right more than anything. ... We deserve to be at this stage and on this platform."
A platform Penn State has finally reached after spending the last decade on the fringe of the playoff conversation but unable -- thanks largely to nearly annual pratfalls against Ohio State -- to actually butt in.

    


If the 12-team field had existed from the CFP's inception, the Nittany Lions might have been a fixture. Only, the field was limited to four teams during its first 10 iterations. And despite finishing in the top 12 in the final CFP ranking a half-dozen times before 2024, they never saw "Penn State" pop up on the bracket until the selection committee gave them a home game against a program that's gotten awfully comfortable awfully quickly at upending the status quo.




The Nittany Lions are wary to be sure. They also believe they are primed for a breakthrough that feels long overdue during coach James Franklin's solid if not wildly successful -- by Penn State's exacting standards anyway -- 11-year tenure.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Something we always talk about is 'Win the national championship, get in the playoffs' and now we're here," said defensive end Abdul Carter, the Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year. "We have this opportunity. We got to do everything in our power to make sure we take advantage."

    


The winner earns a trip to Arizona on New Year's Eve to face Boise State in the Fiesta Bowl, this year a CFP quarterfinal. To get there, the Mustangs will have to survive the elements -- temperatures are expected to hover in the mid-20s with the wind chill dipping lower than that -- and a massive white-clad crowd eager for catharsis.
"Everybody's against us," Mustangs quarterback Kevin Jennings said. "It's supposed be like 100,000 people there and everybody just booing you. So probably one of the best feelings in the world, just going in and be able to upset a talented team."
Agent
 Carter
If Jennings and the rest of SMU's up-tempo offense wants to pull off a stunner, they will have to do what few have done this fall: stop Carter.
The junior, who moved from outside linebacker to defensive end this season, ranked third in the FBS with 19 1/2 tackles for loss and his 10 sacks tied for the Big Ten lead. While he's not keeping particularly close tabs on what honors come his way, he admitted getting "snubbed" for the Nagurski Award -- given annually to the best defensive player in the country -- adding more fuel to a fire that's ever-present.
"Did some pushups that night," Carter said. "Maxed out. I just use as motivation, I try not to get discouraged. I still feel like I'm the best defensive player, but not just defensive player. I feel like I'm the best player in general."

    


Punishing Ponies
Lost in the glare Jennings provides is the play of an SMU defense that allows just 20.8 points per game and has racked up 40 sacks, which coach Rhett Lashlee pointed to as proof his Mustangs are more well-rounded than they've been given credit for in some circles.
It helps that the Mustangs are willing to play with physicality, something SMU will need to rely on against the bigger, deeper Nittany Lions and an offense featuring do-everything tight end Tyler Warren.
"We take pride in that," safety Isaiah Nwokobia said. "Obviously you're going to have your bangs, your bruises, it's going to hurt. It's football, man. But we love it."

    


Beau's a 'no go'
Penn State will be without backup quarterback Beau Pribula, who made what he called an "impossible decision" to enter the transfer portal in search of other opportunities in 2025.
Franklin supported Pribula's choice while also bemoaning the timing of the winter transfer portal window, which left the Nittany Lions without a player who had been effective in certain packages designed to maximize his mobility.
Freshman Ethan Grunkemeyer takes over behind starter Drew Allar, though its uncertain whether Grunkemeyer -- who has yet to take a snap -- will see the field.
"Grunk's done a really good job, and put himself in a position," Franklin said. "We have a lot of confidence in him."
Return trip
This is the second year in a row in the playoff for SMU's Matt Hibner. He played primarily on special teams the past three seasons at Michigan, but has emerged as a tight end for the Mustangs. The 6-foot-5, 254-pounder has 20 catches for 299 yards and four touchdowns over the past five games.
"We thought he was this kind of a player," Lashlee said. "We always felt like he was an all-around, every-down player and that he could really help us in the run game where we needed a boost, but also could still make plays."

    


___
AP Sports Writer Stephen Hawkins in Dallas and Associated Press writer Travis Johnson in State College, Pa. contributed to this report.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            A worker cleans snow from the field during the first half of an NCAA college football game between Indiana and Purdue, Nov. 30, 2024, in Bloomington, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)
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            Notre Dame players run out from under the "Here Come The Irish" sign before the first half of an NCAA college football game against Virginia, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina, File)
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            In this image provided by Earl Brown, Brown and his wife Judy pose as Tennessee fans storm the field after the Volunteers defeated Alabama in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (Earl Brown via AP)
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            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day, center, instructs his team against Michigan during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete, File)
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            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar celebrates following a victory over Maryland in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger, File)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 11 | 
            Penn State tight end Tyler Warren (44) hurdles Maryland defensive back Kevis Thomas (25) during the second quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger, File)
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            Penn State running back Nicholas Singleton (10) scores a touchdown while being chased by Maryland defensive back Glendon Miller during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            Tennessee wide receiver Mike Matthews (10) catches a touchdown pass in the end zone past Vanderbilt cornerback Martel Hight (25) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Tennessee won 36-23. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Tennessee quarterback Nico Iamaleava (8) looks to throw a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Vanderbilt, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Notre Dame players run out from under the "Here Come The Irish" sign before the first half of an NCAA college football game against Virginia, Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina, File)
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            In this image provided by Earl Brown, Brown and his wife Judy pose as Tennessee fans storm the field after the Volunteers defeated Alabama in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (Earl Brown via AP)
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            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day, center, instructs his team against Michigan during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete, File)
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            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar celebrates following a victory over Maryland in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger, File)
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            Penn State tight end Tyler Warren (44) hurdles Maryland defensive back Kevis Thomas (25) during the second quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger, File)
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            Penn State running back Nicholas Singleton (10) scores a touchdown while being chased by Maryland defensive back Glendon Miller during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            Tennessee wide receiver Mike Matthews (10) catches a touchdown pass in the end zone past Vanderbilt cornerback Martel Hight (25) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. Tennessee won 36-23. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Tennessee quarterback Nico Iamaleava (8) looks to throw a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Vanderbilt, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                        Asked if playing in near-freezing weather at Ohio State might pose a challenge for his team, Tennessee coach Josh Heupel quickly noted that it wouldn't be the Volunteers' first rodeo with the cold.
Kicker Max Gilbert even posted a photo last week standing with teammates as light snow fell before a morning practice. And, Tennessee beat cross-state rival Vanderbilt last month on a tundra of sorts with a kickoff temperature of 41 degrees (5 Celsius) before dropping to the 30s in the fading daylight. A combination of heated benches, portable heaters and extra layers helped take the chill off, along with a 36-23 comeback victory.
The Saturday night forecast calls for temperatures in the high teens and low 20s with a slight chance of snow for the first-round College Football Playoff matchup in Columbus, Ohio. But with few degrees of separation between climates in the Tennessee and Ohio valleys, it won't feel much different when the Vols venture 350 miles north to face the Buckeyes.

    


"Yeah, it's a June day in South Dakota," Heupel joked this week. "It's going to be great football weather. A couple of weeks ago we played in 30 degree weather. We practice in the morning, still a chill, as cold as it will be around this area. And at the end of the day, you get between the white lines, weather doesn't matter. The temperature doesn't. And we'll be ready to go play. It'll be a lot of fun."




The playoff this year for the first time is holding first-round games on campus and that opens things up in terms of potential weather. Whether this weekend's official start of winter has a chilling effect on the outcome in the expanded 12-team playoff remains to be seen, but it's a definite departure from warm climates Power Four teams are used to for postseason games. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The prospect of spending the Christmas and New Year's Day holidays preparing for a bowl in a sunny locale is considered an incentivizing finish to a long season.

    


Warmer destinations and indoor stadiums await the first-round winners in the quarterfinals, but no one's complaining about the chance to play in "ideal" football weather that many players grew up with. This additional postseason layer may require, well, layering for players, but cold comes with the territory and is worth the sacrifice of playing for a national championship.
"Whether there's snow or not snow, whether it's really cold or just kind of cold, it is what it is," said SMU coach Rhett Lashlee, who noted his players' aspirations of an NFL career certainly can and should include the likelihood of wintry weather.
"They aspire to play championship football, which we're getting to do right now," said Lashlee, who played his high school and college football in Arkansas. "The weather is only going to be an issue if we allow it, so we know it's going to be really cold. It's going to be really cold for them as well. So it's our 11 versus their 11."
Ditto for fans who willingly accept cold hands, feet and noses if it means rooting on their teams.
"They get a little bit more snow but as far as temperature, we've been mostly in the 30s for the last couple of weeks and been in the 20s for two nights," said longtime Tennessee season ticket holder Earl Brown, 72, who will be in The Horseshoe with wife Judy and three others. "Plus, the game's up there and it will be my 355th consecutive game. So, I don't think it really matters if it's snow, rain and sleet or 85 degrees. I will be in the stadium."

    


"We'll put on six, seven layers, probably," Judy Brown said.
The State College forecast calls for low 20s dropping into the low teens when Penn State hosts SMU on Saturday night. Lashlee jokingly lamented pleasant 70-degree temperatures in Dallas for workouts but doesn't expect a huge adjustment for his team after playing last month's Atlantic Coast Championship in the 30s in Charlotte, North Carolina.
The coach added that non-bowl December football is also new territory for Penn State, which means it will also be cold on the Nittany Lions' bench. 
Temperature-wise (low to mid-20s), Indiana players and fans won't notice much change between Bloomington and what the Hoosiers will face 200 miles upstate in South Bend for Friday night's matchup at Notre Dame. The daytime forecast includes a 63% chance of snow, conditions the Fighting Irish embrace in a hype video featuring clips of the white stuff.


    


Having won at Purdue in the snow and seeing it elsewhere while playing at Ohio, Indiana quarterback Kurtis Rourke looks forward to whatever awaits in Notre Dame Stadium -- including noise to wake up the echoes.
"Having snow fall in the stadium, that was pretty cool," Rourke said. "Snow games are pretty fun, so I'm looking forward to it if that's the case."
___
AP Sports Writer Teresa M. Walker in Tennessee contributed to this report.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Pro Picks: Eagles will cruise past the Commanders and Seahawks will upset the Vikings
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            Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Jalen Hurts (1) throws the ball during the second half of an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers on Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Derik Hamilton)
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            Graphic shows NFL team matchups and predicts the winners in Week 16 action.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Seattle Seahawks quarterback Geno Smith (7) warms up prior to an NFL football game against the Arizona Cardinals, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, in Glendale, Ariz. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri)
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                                        Pro Picks is a weekly column where AP Pro Football Writer Rob Maaddi shares his picks for upcoming games. For all previous Pro Picks, head here.
___
The setup for two Christmas Day games means two games on Saturday in Week 16.
They'll be potential playoff previews.
Patrick Mahomes and the two-time defending Super Bowl champion Chiefs host C.J. Stroud and the AFC South champion Texans in the first game Saturday.
Then, it's Russell Wilson and the Steelers visiting Lamar Jackson and the Ravens in a battle for the AFC North.
Pro Picks likes the favorites in both matchups.
Philadelphia (12-2) at Washington (9-5)
Line: Eagles minus 3
Jalen Hurts got Philadelphia's passing attack back on track and the Eagles had a drama-free week as wide receivers A.J. Brown and DeVonta Smith each had 100 yards receiving and a score. If Washington plans to take away the pass, the Eagles just hand it to Saquon Barkley. The Commanders barely escaped New Orleans with a win and Jayden Daniels got knocked around last week, getting sacked eight times. Things could get ugly if Daniels doesn't get better protection.
BEST BET: EAGLES: 26-17

    


Jacksonville (3-11) at Las Vegas (2-12)
Line: Raiders minus 1
This game has more implications on the NFL draft. A victory would damage the Raiders' chances of landing the top pick. The Jaguars would pick sixth right now and would move into the top five with a loss.
UPSET SPECIAL: JAGUARS: 23-20 




Denver (9-5) at Los Angeles Chargers (8-6)
Line: Chargers minus 2 1/2
The Chargers are reeling after losing two straight, three of four and allowing 40 points last week. The offense has been leaning more on Justin Herbert's passing since running back J.K. Dobbins went down. The Broncos, behind rookie quarterback Bo Nix and a stingy defense, are moving closer toward their first playoff berth since winning the Super Bowl nine years ago. Los Angeles goes for a series sweep. The Broncos are 6-1 against the spread in their past seven games on the road and 5-0 ATS in their past five games overall.
CHARGERS: 23-20 

    


Houston (9-5) at Kansas City (13-1)
Line: Chiefs minus 3
Mahomes plans to play with a mild high-ankle sprain as the Chiefs push toward a No. 1 seed in the AFC. Kansas City is coming off its first win by more than one score since Week 7. The Texans, who captured their second straight division title, are 6-6-2 ATS this season. The Chiefs are 6-8 ATS.
CHIEFS: 24-19 
Pittsburgh (10-4) at Baltimore (9-5)
Line: Ravens minus 6
The Steelers are vulnerable against the pass and their passing game has been lacking without wide receiver George Pickens. Jackson and the Ravens have lost four in a row to Pittsburgh, but can move into a tie for first in the AFC North with a victory. The Steelers are 10-4 ATS this season, including 5-1 as an underdog. The Ravens are just 2-3-1 ATS as home favorites this season.
RAVENS: 23-18
Cleveland (3-11) at Cincinnati (6-8)
Line: Bengals minus 7 1/2
Dorian Thompson-Robinson replaces Jameis Winston as Cleveland's starting QB. The Bengals are wasting one of Joe Burrow's best seasons. The Browns are 1-5 ATS in their past six games and have lost six straight road games. The Bengals are 15-5 ATS in their past 20 games vs. the Bengals.
BENGALS: 27-17
New York Giants (2-12) at Atlanta (7-7)
Line: Falcons minus 8 1/2
Rookie QB Michael Penix Jr. replaces Kirk Cousins as the Falcons fight for a playoff berth. If Penix simply avoids turnovers -- Cousins has thrown eight picks in the past four games -- he'll be an upgrade. The Giants could have Drew Lock back as they continue their push for the No. 1 draft pick.
FALCONS: 24-16 

    


Detroit (12-2) at Chicago (4-10)
Line: Lions minus 6 1/2
The injury-riddled Lions need to get through a game without losing another starter. They're still in control of the No. 1 seed in the NFC but have no margin for error. Jared Goff became the first QB to throw five TD passes in a loss last week. The Bears have lost eight in a row and Caleb Williams looks defeated. The Lions are 6-0 straight up in their past six road games and 15-5 ATS in their past 20 games vs. division opponents. The Bears are 8-1-1 ATS in their past 10 home games.
LIONS: 33-17 
Tennessee (3-11) at Indianapolis (6-8)
Line: Colts minus 3 1/2
The Titans are turning to Mason Rudolph at quarterback after benching Will Levis. The Colts begin a three-game stretch against opponents that currently have a .190 winning percentage combined. Indianapolis should finish with a winning record, but that probably won't be enough for a playoff berth.
COLTS: 23-17 

    


Los Angeles Rams (8-6) at New York Jets (4-10)
Line: Rams minus 3 1/2
The Rams have won seven of nine to take control of their chances to win the NFC West. Matthew Stafford hasn't been sacked in the past two games and he's getting time to make plays. Aaron Rodgers is looking more like his old self for the Jets. It's way too late to save New York's season, but it could be a spoiler for other teams. Los Angeles has to be wary.
RAMS: 23-20 
Minnesota (12-2) at Seattle (8-6)
Line: Vikings minus 3
Sam Darnold and the Vikings are hot on Detroit's trail for the NFC North title and the NFC's No. 1 seed. They're coming off a short week and face a tough challenge on the road. Seattle received good news on Geno Smith's injury and also could get running back Kenneth Walker back from a calf injury.
SEAHAWKS: 22-19

    


Arizona (7-7) at Carolina (3-11)
Line: Cardinals minus 4 1/2
The up-and-down Cardinals are still in the mix in the NFC West, but can't afford a letdown against Carolina. The defense has stepped up and Kyler Murray didn't throw a pick last week after tossing five interceptions in the previous three games. The Panthers bombed as a favorite last week. They have to do a better job protecting Bryce Young and the league's worst run defense needs to find a way to stop James Conner.
CARDINALS: 20-16 
New England (3-11) at Buffalo (11-3)
Line: Bills minus 14
Josh Allen is on a mission in Buffalo. The Bills still have a shot for the No. 1 seed in the AFC and they won't take the Patriots lightly. Drake Maye is the only reason to watch New England.
BILLS: 33-16 
San Francisco (6-8) at Miami (6-8)
Line: Dolphins minus 1
The 49ers are moving closer toward playoff elimination a year after losing in overtime in the Super Bowl. Miami's defense bounced back after getting torched by Rodgers and the Jets only to see the offense come up short against Houston. Tua Tagovailoa has to protect the ball better after four turnovers.
49ERS: 21-20
Tampa Bay (8-6) at Dallas (6-8)
Line: Buccaneers minus 4
Baker Mayfield and Mike Evans are clicking and the Buccaneers have won four straight to take control of the NFC South. They have to be wary of the Cowboys, especially Micah Parsons.
BUCCANEERS: 24-17 
New Orleans (5-9) at Green Bay (10-4)
Line: Packers minus 14 1/2

Jordan Love has thrown no picks in the past four games and the Packers are locking in for the playoffs. The Saints have no chance of pulling off a massive upset.
PACKERS: 30-13
___
Last week: Straight up: 13-3. Against spread: 12-4
Overall: Straight up: 156-68. Against spread: 123-98-3.
Prime-time: Straight up: 37-13. Against spread: 27-22-1.
Best Bet: Straight up: 9-6. Against spread: 8-7.
Upset Special: Straight up: 8-7. Against spread: 8-7. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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IOC publishes manifestos of 7 candidates running to be president and lead Olympics
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                    The Olympic rings are pictured front of the Olympic House before the opening of the executive board meeting of the IOC, in Lausanne, Switzerland, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (Jean-Christophe Bott/Keystone via AP)
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- The seven candidates running for International Olympic Committee president had their manifestos published on Thursday, and one is offering to take just half of the eight-year mandate on offer and stand again in 2029.
Sebastian Coe, the World Athletics president who turned 68 this year, pledged to embed "transformative change over the next four years" then seek re-election ahead of schedule. 
Coe was among several candidates offering to give back to IOC members -- who elect their president at a March 18-21 meeting near the site of Ancient Olympia in Greece -- a decisive choice in picking future host cities.
Under the hands-on presidency of Thomas Bach, who reaches his limit of 12 years in office next year, members now simply rubber-stamp a single host candidate that has worked with the IOC administration.
Two members of the Bach-chaired IOC executive board, Juan Antonio Samaranch Jr. and Prince Feisal al Hussein, joined Coe in promising to empower members to have a bigger role in the Olympic body. They also promise to raise the retirement age for members from 70 to 75 years.

    


Members must be invited to join the exclusive IOC club and the current 111 include European and Middle East royalty, leaders of international sports bodies, former and current Olympic athletes, politicians, diplomats, industrialists and an Oscar-winning actress.




Only IOC members can be presidential candidates and the other contenders are board member Kirsty Coventry and three more presidents of sports governing bodies: Johan Eliasch from skiing, David Lappartient from cycling, and Morinari Watanabe from gymnastics.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The manifesto releases are one of just two set-piece events in a mostly opaque campaign with strict rules to limit self-promotion and engagement with voters. Candidates will present themselves to voters, though not take questions, at a Jan. 30 meeting at IOC headquarters in Lausanne, Switzerland.

    


The IOC has had no female president and just nine men leading it in a 130-year history. Eight of those presidents were from Europe and one from the United States.
Coventry, the 41-year-old sports minster of Zimbabawe, is just the second female candidate ever to run for the IOC leadership and is widely seen as Bach's preferred choice to continue his policies.
Coventry and Coe are two-time Olympic champions in swimming and track, respectively. Coe also led organizing the 2012 London Olympics.
Coe upset the IOC establishment -- including some voters -- this year by committing World Athletics to pay $50,000 prize money to gold medalists in track and field at the Paris Olympics. The sport also will pay silver and bronze medalists at the 2028 Los Angeles Summer Games.
Though not specifying prize money, Prince Feisal called for Olympic athletes to be "properly valued" while Samaranch proposed letting athletes use footage of their performances on social media channels. That would relax strict IOC rules on Olympic athletes' ability to promote themselves.
Challenges facing the IOC include picking a host for the 2036 Olympics, with India and Qatar in the mix, and looking at moving the Summer Games from its established July-August place in the modern sports calendar.

    


The next IOC president also must address the impact of climate change on the global sports calendar, gender issues in sports, when and how to bring Russia back fully into the Olympic Games and signing a new U.S. broadcast deal. Long-time partner NBC's deal expires after the 2032 Brisbane Olympics and has been a foundation of Olympic revenue, which was $7.6 billion in the 2021-24 Olympic cycle.

The IOC presidency has been limited to 12 years in anti-corruption reforms passed after the Salt Lake City bidding scandal erupted in 1999. The first term is eight years and presidents can seek a second and final term of four years.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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College Football Playoff picks: SMU, Clemson, Vols, Hoosiers beware as CFP opens on campus
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                    Penn State takes the field for an NCAA college football game against Washington amidst a "whiteout" crowd at Beaver Stadium, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger, File)
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                                        Welcome to the new-look postseason, where the path to the national championship begins at campus sites for eight of the 12 teams in the College Football Playoff.
Bundle up, buttercup.
Snow showers are forecast to give way to cloudy skies and temperatures in the 20s in South Bend, Indiana, for Friday night's Indiana-Notre Dame game.
A 10- to 15-mph northwest wind will make temperatures in the 20s feel like it's in the mid teens in State College, Pennsylvania, on Saturday for SMU-Penn State.
Temperatures in the low 20s with a light breeze is forecast for Columbus, Ohio, for Tennessee-Ohio State on Saturday night. Austin, Texas, will feel like the tropics, by comparison, with sun and low 60s temperatures expected for Clemson-Texas.
The conditions will be less of a factor for Indiana, Notre Dame and Ohio State -- all are accustomed to raw afternoons and evenings late in the season -- and Tennessee plays its share of games in chilly weather.

    


For SMU, its game could be the coldest in program history. The lowest temperature at kickoff for the Mustangs was 24 degrees -- Dec. 7, 2013, against UCF in Dallas and Dec. 24, 1983, against Alabama in the Sun Bowl in El Paso, Texas. 




SMU coach Rhett Lashlee has minimized the weather factor, noting his team holds morning practices when it's in the 30s and 40s. It looks like State College will be much colder than that, making it notable that only four of the 44 players on SMU's two-deep chart are from places outside the Sun Belt.
The picks, with seedings and lines from BetMGM Sportsbook:

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
No. 10 seed Indiana at No. 7 seed Notre Dame (minus 7 1/2)
An idyllic setting for the start of the 12-team playoff era: Notre Dame Stadium for a matchup of two Hoosier State teams that traditionally have lived on opposite ends of the college football world.
The upstart Hoosiers didn't fare so well on the their biggest stage of the regular season, losing by 23 points at Ohio State. The spotlight will be even brighter in South Bend. Indiana can win if the Notre Dame defense that allowed 35 points and 577 yards to Southern California shows up and if the Hoosiers' top-ranked run defense keeps Riley Leonard, Jeremiyah Love and Jadarian Price under control. Hard to see both of those things happening.
Pick: Notre Dame 28-17.

    


No. 11 seed SMU at No. 6 seed Penn State (minus 8 1/2)
Penn State is more battle-tested, having been in two top-five matchups (losses to Ohio State and Oregon), and the Nittany Lions have a huge home-field advantage. Of course, the fans in Happy Valley always are anxious when it comes to James Franklin and big games, and there's no proven backup to Drew Allar in the wake of Beau Pribula's untimely entry into the transfer portal.
SMU quarterback Kevin Jennings has been really good, and occasionally great, while getting the Mustangs to this point. This will be too tall a task.
Pick: Penn State 24-14.

    


No. 12 seed Clemson (plus 11 1/2) at No. 5 seed Texas
Oh, the things that had to happen for Clemson to reach this game. First, it took Syracuse's upset of Miami to get the Tigers through the back door into the ACC championship game. Then the Tigers, who lost a 17-point halftime lead, needed Adam Randall's 41-yard kick return to set up Nolan Hauser's career-long 56-yard field goal as time ran out to beat SMU.
Now Clemson's Cade Klubnik returns home to Austin for a quarterback duel against his high school rival Quinn Ewers. Tempting as it would be to keep the great Clemson storyline going, it ends here because the Longhorns are just too talented.
Pick: Texas 27-17.
No. 9 seed Tennessee (plus 7 1/2) at No. 8 Ohio State
Ohio State has had three weeks to stew on its fourth straight loss to Michigan -- this time as a 21-point favorite at home -- and deal with the cloud that has hovered over Ryan Day since. Now, in spite of his athletic director's vote of confidence, there's chatter about whether Day will be fired if he loses to the Volunteers as a touchdown favorite at home. Talk about pressure.
Tennessee, by comparison, can play freely. Josh Heupel had to knock down a "just-happy-to-be-there" question after the matchup was announced. The Volunteers have what it takes to pull an upset with 1,400-yard rusher Dylan Sampson and an elite defensive front. This one could be as close as an 8-9 matchup suggests.
Pick: Ohio State 24-23.

    


AP predictions scorecard
Conference championship week: Straight-up -- 6-4 (including SWAC); Against spread -- 4-5 (no line on SWAC).
Season: Straight-up -- 217-61; Against spread -- 139-137.
____

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Utah Hockey Club defenseman Mikhail Sergachev (98) reacts after scoring against the Vancouver Canucks during overtime of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            Utah Hockey Club center Jack McBain (22) knocks Vancouver Canucks defenseman Noah Juulsen, right, off his feet during the first period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            Utah Hockey Club center Alexander Kerfoot (15) looks on as Vancouver Canucks' goaltender Thatcher Demko (35) and Teddy Blueger (53) make a save against Utah Hockey Club during the first period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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                                        SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- Mikhail Sergachev scored 4:48 into overtime to lift the Utah Hockey Club to a 3-2 victory over the Vancouver Canucks on Wednesday night.
Clayton Keller and Dylan Guenther scored for Utah in the third period to force overtime. Karel Vejmelka made 24 saves. Logan Cooley added two assists.
Danton Heinen and Dakota Joshua scored for Vancouver, and Thatcher Demko stopped 28 shots. Quinn Hughes assisted on both goals.
Takeaways
Utah: Utah is now on a three-game winning streak.
Canucks: The overtime loss put them in a four-way tie on points (31) for first place in the Pacific Division along with the Edmonton Oilers, Los Angeles Kings and Vegas Golden Knights.
Key moment
Guenther tied the game at 2-2 on a power play with 4:30 to play, after Utah trailed 2-0 earlier in the period.
Key stat

Utah won just its second game this season when trailing after the second period, improving to 2-10-3. It was Vancouver's first loss of the season when leading after the second.
Up next
The Canucks visit the Golden Knights on Thursday, while the Utah Hockey Club visits the Wild on Friday.
___
This story has been corrected to show that Dylan Guenther, not Nick Schmaltz, scored for Utah in the third period.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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            Kick Sauber driver Valtteri Bottas of Finland, left, and Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain take part in the drivers parade before the Formula One Abu Dhabi Grand Prix at the Yas Marina Circuit in Abu Dhabi, UAE, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            Kick Sauber driver Valtteri Bottas of Finland in action during the practice ahead of the Formula One Abu Dhabi Grand Prix at the Yas Marina Circuit in Abu Dhabi, UAE, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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                                        BRACKLEY, England (AP) -- Valtteri Bottas will return to Mercedes as its reserve driver for next year, the Formula 1 team said Thursday.
Bottas won 10 races over five seasons at Mercedes as Lewis Hamilton's teammate from 2017-21. He did not score a point this season with Sauber and the team replaced him and Zhou Guanyu with a new lineup of the experienced Nico Hulkenberg and Brazilian newcomer Gabriel Bortoleto, ahead of rebranding as the Audi works team in 2026.
Bottas' return to Mercedes was made possible after Mick Schumacher, son of seven-time champion Michael Schumacher, moved on from his Mercedes reserve driver role after two years.

"I'm happy to finally answer the question I've posed over the past month," the 35-year-old Finn said. "Returning home to the Mercedes family as third driver for 2025 is what's next and I couldn't be more pleased. Despite the challenges of the past few years, I know that I've still got so much more to contribute to F1."
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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            Kansas City Chiefs linebacker Nick Bolton (32) sacks Cleveland Browns quarterback Jameis Winston (5) during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/David Richard)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Texans visit the Chiefs for Saturday matinee with all eyes on KC QB Patrick Mahomes' ankle injury

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            Houston Texans cornerback Derek Stingley Jr. (24) and teammates celebrate his pass interception during the second half of an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6

                                    
                                    Houston Texans cornerback Derek Stingley Jr. (24) and teammates celebrate his pass interception during the second half of an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            Houston Texans wide receiver Nico Collins (12) runs onto the field at the start of an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6

                                    
                                    Houston Texans wide receiver Nico Collins (12) runs onto the field at the start of an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Miami Dolphins running back Raheem Mostert (31) is tackled by Houston Texans linebacker Christian Harris (48) during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6

                                    
                                    Miami Dolphins running back Raheem Mostert (31) is tackled by Houston Texans linebacker Christian Harris (48) during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes speaks at a news conference after an NFL football game against the Cleveland Browns in Cleveland, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/David Richard)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6

                                    
                                    Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes speaks at a news conference after an NFL football game against the Cleveland Browns in Cleveland, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/David Richard)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Carson Wentz (11) passes in the pocket against the Cleveland Browns during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/David Richard)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6

                                    
                                    Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Carson Wentz (11) passes in the pocket against the Cleveland Browns during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/David Richard)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs linebacker Nick Bolton (32) sacks Cleveland Browns quarterback Jameis Winston (5) during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/David Richard)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6

                                    
                                    Kansas City Chiefs linebacker Nick Bolton (32) sacks Cleveland Browns quarterback Jameis Winston (5) during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/David Richard)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        Houston (9-5) at Kansas City (13-1)
Saturday, 1 p.m. EST, NBC/Peacock
BetMGM NFL Odds: Chiefs by 3.
Against the spread: Texans 6-6-2, Chiefs 6-8. 
Series record: Chiefs lead 9-5.
Last meeting: Chiefs beat Texans 30-24 in OT on Dec. 18, 2022, in Houston.
Last week: Texans beat Dolphins 20-12; Chiefs beat Browns 21-7.
Texans offense: overall (19), rush (17), pass (19), scoring (13).
Texans defense: overall (4), rush (10), pass (6), scoring (10).
Chiefs offense: overall (14), rush (16), pass (13), scoring (12).
Chiefs defense: overall (5), rush (3), pass (13), scoring (5).
Turnover differential: Texans plus-13, Chiefs plus-2.
Texans player to watch
Derek Stingley had two interceptions and two tackles for loss Sunday, becoming the first cornerback in NFL history with two of each in a game. Both interceptions came in the fourth quarter, including one with less than two minutes remaining that secured Houston's victory. Stingley, the third overall pick in the 2022 draft, has started each game this season after being slowed by injuries in this first two years. He has four interceptions in the past four games and is second in the NFL with 17 passes defended.

    


Chiefs players to watch
Whomever is playing quarterback. The eyes all week have been on two-time MVP Patrick Mahomes, who sustained a high-ankle sprain late in last week's win in Cleveland. Carson Wentz finished that game, and while it appears that Mahomes will be able to start Saturday, the Chiefs feel confident in the veteran backup's ability to win a game should Mahomes be unable to play. Wentz completed his only two passes for 20 yards against the Browns, helping to run out the clock on the 21-7 victory.




Key matchup
The Texans defense against the Chiefs defense. There are stars galore on the other side of the ball -- Mahomes and C.J. Stroud, Travis Kelce and Joe Mixon, DeAndre Hopkins and Nico Collins. Yet both teams have relied heavily on their defenses to clinch division titles. Houston has the league's fourth ranked overall and is No. 6 against the pass, while Kansas City is at No. 5 overall and No. 3 against the run. Both are in the top 10 in scoring.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Key injuries
Texans TE Cade Stover could miss a second straight game after having an emergency appendectomy last Saturday night. DT Foley Fatukasi (ankle) and WR John Metchie (shoulder) missed practice this week. ... Along with Mahomes' sore ankle, Chiefs CB Chamarri Conner (concussion) and LT D.J. Humphries (hamstring) missed practice this week.

    


Series notes
The Chiefs have won the past three meetings, beginning with a 51-31 win in the divisional round of the playoffs in the 2019 season. Houston has not beaten the Chiefs since a 31-24 victory at Arrowhead Stadium on Oct. 13, 2019. The teams also met in a wild-card playoff game in the 2015 season that Kansas City won 30-0.
Stats and stuff 
Houston clinched its second straight division title and eighth in franchise history last week. ... Texans QB C.J. Stroud needs 252 yards passing to become the ninth quarterback in NFL history with at least 3,500 yards passing in each of his first two seasons. ... Houston RB Joe Mixon has had at least 100 yards rushing and a TD in each of his six road games this season. He had a TD reception against the Chiefs last season while with Cincinnati. He also needs 90 yards rushing for his fifth 1,000-yard season. ... Texans WR Nico Collins had two TD catches last week and ranks second in the NFL with 94.3 yards receiving per game this season. ... Houston TE Dalton Schultz has had five or more catches in his past two road games. ... DE Danielle Hunter had 11/2 sacks for Houston last week to give him 12 this season, which ranks second in the NFL. ... Texans DE Will Anderson Jr. had a sack and his first career forced fumble last week. He has a career-high 101/2 sacks this season. ... The Chiefs need one win to match the best regular-season total in franchise history, set in 2020 and matched two years ago. ... Mahomes needs one TD pass to pass Dan Marino (241) for the second-most TD passes in a player's first eight seasons. Mahomes only played in one game his rookie year. ... TE Travis Kelce needs one TD reception to pass Tony Gonzalez (76) for the most in Chiefs history. Kelce has 79 total TDs, four shy of Priest Holmes' franchise record. ... Kelce has 89 catches of 25 yards or more in his career. He needs 10 more to break Rob Gronkowski's record for a tight end. ... DT Chris Jones needs six sacks to pass Neil Smith (85 1/2) for the third most in Chiefs history. ... Chiefs CB Trent McDuffie had his first NFL interception last week against Cleveland. It came in his 48th game.

    


Fantasy tip

The Chiefs have shared carries between Isiah Pacheco and Kareem Hunt since the former's return from an injury. That is unlikely to change Saturday. But given the uncertainty at quarterback for Kansas City, expect both of them to get more work, and perhaps find the end zone once or twice against the Texans.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (AP) -- Much of Jake Dickert's new job as Wake Forest coach looks different from his time at Washington State, but he says he arrives with the same principles that have helped him so far.
Dickert was introduced Thursday in front of boosters and less than a dozen players. He was eager to delve deeper into player relationships.
"My No. 1 priority is to retain this football team," Dickert said.
Dickert was 23-20 in three-plus seasons at Washington State. He won't be leading the Cougars for the Holiday Bowl on Dec. 27 against Syracuse.
Dickert, 41, replaces Dave Clawson, who resigned earlier this week after 11 seasons in the position and a 67-69 record that included a 5-2 bowl mark. It's Dickert's second head-coaching position across a 17-year career on college staffs.
"One of the first things that really drew me to Wake Forest is stability," Dickert said. "In kind of a chaotic, turbulent college football scene, stability here at Wake Forest was vitally important."

    


Stability has been a characteristic in the Wake Forest football office, with Clawson following Jim Grobe (2001-13). While other programs have frequent changes at the top, a coaching announcement is rare for the Demon Deacons.




"We've only done this twice this century," athletic director John Currie said.
Wake Forest has finished with back-to-back 4-8 records, though the Demon Deacons produced an 11-win season in 2021 when they reached the ACC championship game.
Washington State, which has been in the Top 25 in both 2023 and this year, is no longer part of a power conference since the dismantling of the Pac-12 and former members scattering to the ACC, Big 12 and Big Ten.
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Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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North Central (Ill.) QB Luke Lehnen wins top offensive honor on AP Division III All-America team
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                    North Central quarterback Luke Lehnen (5) runs for a touchdown past Cortland defender Luke Winslow (13) during the second half of the Amos Alonzo Stagg Bowl NCAA Division III championship football game in Salem, Va., Friday Dec. 15, 2023. (Matt Gentry/The Roanoke Times via AP, File)
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                                        Quarterback Luke Lehnen of North Central College of Illinois is the offensive player of the year and first-team quarterback on The Associated Press Division III All-America team announced Thursday.
Safety Matt Jung of Bethel (Minnesota) is defensive player of the year, kicker Tyler Huettel of Trinity (Texas) is special teams player of the year and Mike Cerasuolo of Springfield (Massachusetts) is coach of the year.
Lehnen won the 2023 Gagliardi Trophy as Division III's most outstanding player and is considered a front-runner to win the award again. Lehnen leads his division in passing efficiency and has thrown for 35 touchdowns and run for 13 while leading the Cardinals to a 13-0 record.
Lehnen has been the starter on three straight teams that have reached the national championship game, and he will look to make it four straight when the Cardinals host Susquehanna (Pennsylvania) in a semifinal Saturday.

    


Jung led the nation with nine interceptions, with four being returned for touchdowns to tie the Division III single-season record. He also led Bethel with 98 tackles, 10 for loss.
Huettel tied the Trinity record with 18 field goals, and his 81.8% accuracy on his 22 attempts ranked second in the nation.




Cerasuolo, in his ninth year as Springfield's coach, led his team to a 12-0 record before it lost to North Central in the playoff quarterfinals last week.
The All-America team and individual honors are chosen by a panel of sports information directors from Division III football schools.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
First-team offense
Quarterback -- Luke Lehnen, North Central (Illinois), graduate, 6-1, 202, Chatham, Illinois.
Running backs -- Montie Quinn, Curry, junior, 5-9, 180, Goose Creek, South Carolina; Arsen Shtefan, Springfield, graduate, 6-0, 225, West Hartford, Connecticut.
Linemen -- Tucker Kinney, Wartburg, senior, 6-4, 308, DeWitt, Iowa; Khalil Spivey, Hardin-Simmons, senior, 6-0, 325, Abilene, Texas; Charlie Kulhay, Endicott, graduate, 6-2, 245, Glastonbury, Connecticut; Sam Pryor, North Central (Illinois), senior, 6-0, 270, Sugar Grove, Illinois; Giovanni Kennedy, Mount Union, junior, 6-1, 275, Avon, Ohio.

    


Tight end -- Gabe Quigley, DePauw, senior, 6-3, 218, Carmel, Indiana.
Wide receivers -- Scott Fraser, Grove City, senior, 6-4, 205, Butler, Pennsylvania; Collin Brunstein, Illinois College, senior, 6-2, 190, Jacksonville, Illinois; Dylan Wheeler, Saint John's (Minnesota), junior, 6-2, 190, St. Paul, Minnesota.
First-team defense
Linemen -- Nick Lardaro, Cortland, senior, 6-4, 265, St. James, New York; Caden DeWall, Bethel, senior, 6-1, 225, Becker, Minnesota; Rossy Moore, Mount Union, senior, 6-2, 225, Lima, Ohio; Dawson Dietz, Washington and Jefferson, senior, 6-0, 245, Allison Park, Pennsylvania; Robert Coury, Carnegie Mellon, graduate, 5-11, 205, Phillipsburg, New Jersey.
Linebackers -- Charlie Patterson, Hardin-Simmons, senior, 6-3, 215, Auburn, Illinois; Nicholas Burgess, Montclair State, senior, 6-0, 220, Hackensack, New Jersey; Ben Bladel, Grove City, junior, 6-0, 225, Coraopolis, Pennsylvania.
Defensive backs -- Matt Jung, Bethel, sophomore, 6-3, 215, Neenah, Wisconsin; Grant Henderson, Maryville (Tennessee), senior, 5-8, 165, Miami; Carson Bourdo, Johns Hopkins, junior, 5-11, 195, Traverse City, Michigan; Parker Rochford, Wartburg, senior, 6-0, 205, Edgewood, Iowa; Jordy Tawa, Rochester, junior, 5-11, 170, Wilsonville, Oregon.

    


First-team special teams
All-purpose player -- A.J. Jackson, Lake Forest, graduate, 6-0, 210, Peoria, Arizona.
Kicker -- Tyler Huettel, Trinity (Texas), senior, 5-9, 200, McKinney, Texas.
Punter -- Vicente Lyon, Hobart, junior, 6-4, 200, Yorktown Heights, New York.
Long snapper -- Josh Dennison, Central, senior, 5-11, 200, Romeoville, Illinois.
Second-team offense
Quarterback -- Aaron Syverson, Saint John's (Minnesota), senior, 6-0, 195, Minnetonka, Minnesota.
Running backs -- Tyler Echeverry, Mount Union, senior, 5-10, 200, Naples, Florida; Brandon Cade, Berry, senior, 5-11, 190, Duluth, Georgia.
Linemen -- John Schirger, UW-Oshkosh, senior, 6-7, 327, Grafton, Wisconsin; Matt Wrather, John Carroll, senior, 5-11, 250, Powell, Ohio; Tre Price, Salisbury, graduate, 6-2, 275, Westminster, Maryland; Jeske Maples, North Central (Illinois), senior, 6-3, 263, Moweaqua, Illinois; Matt Kickel, Aurora, senior, 6-4, 300, Bolingbrook, Illinois.

    


Tight end -- Quamel Jarvis, Morrisville State, senior, 6-2, 218, Rochester, New York.
Wide receiver -- Joey Kidder, Bethel, senior, 6-3, 220, New Richmond, Wisconsin; Ben Bonga, Wheaton (Illinois), senior, 6-2, 181, Brentwood, Tennessee; Evan Liggett, Whitworth, graduate, 6-3, 192, Kirkland, Washington.

    


Second-team defense
Linemen -- Caleb Sell, Linfield, senior, 6-2, 240, Salem, Oregon; Matt Burba, UW-Whitewater, senior, 5-11, 295, Lake in the Hills, Illinois; Arnold Young, Montclair State, senior, 6-4, 280, Mount Holly, New Jersey; Alex Aitchison, Coe, senior, 6-6, 255, Cascade, Iowa.
Linebackers -- Jalen Todd, Washington and Lee, senior, 5-10, 215, Louisville, Kentucky; Cole Luhmann, Hope, senior, 6-0, 220, Rochester, Michigan; Durand Hill, Mary Hardin-Baylor, senior, 6-0, 210, Buda, Texas; Reid Pakkebier, Central, senior, 6-2, 210, Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
Defensive backs -- Ty Richardson, Tufts, sophomore, 5-11, 175, San Mateo, California; Timothy Leatherman, McMurry, senior, 5-11, 190, Ingram, Texas; Gavin Smith, Central, junior, 6-0, 185, Audubon, Iowa; Donell Mackey-Woodson, Wilkes, senior, 5-11, 190, Hartford, Connecticut; Joseph Norris III, Heidelberg, graduate, 5-9, 175, Lorain, Ohio.
Second-team special teams
All-purpose player -- Brody Bantolina, Pacific, junior, 5-8, 170, Ewa Beach, Hawaii.
Kicker -- Luke Cool, UW-Stout, senior, 5-9, 180, Franklin, Wisconsin.
Punter -- Andrew Toler, Rose-Hulman, senior, 6-2, 205, Bidwell, Ohio.
Long snapper -- Marcus Viramontes, Whitworth, graduate, 5-10, 178, Anaheim, California.
___
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            Clemson quarterback Cade Klubnik (2) rushes for a touchdown in the first half of an NCAA college football game against South Carolina, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Clemson, S.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)
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                                        No. 13 Clemson (10-3, CFP No. 12 seed) at No. 4 Texas (11-2, CFP No. 5 seed), Saturday, 4 p.m. EST (TNT/MAX)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas by 12.
Series record: First meeting.
What's at stake?
The first round of the expanded College Football Playoff pits ACC champion Clemson against SEC runner-up Texas. The Tigers are the No. 12 seed. Texas is No. 5 and the Longhorns earned the right to host a home game with their higher seeding. The winner advances to play No. 4 seed and Big 12 champion Arizona State in the next round.
Key matchup
Quarterbacks Quinn Ewers of Texas and Cade Klubnik of Clemson last met in the Texas Class 6A state championship in January 2021 when both were two of the highest-rated recruits in the nation. Klubnik won that day and comes back to his hometown looking to keep the Tigers on the march for an even bigger prize.
Players to watch
Clemson: Senior running back Phil Mafah has rushed for nearly 1,200 yards but his production dropped off over the last month with a nagging shoulder injury. The Tigers need a solid game from him against one of the country's toughest run defenses. 
Texas: Klubnik faces an intimidating Texas secondary. Cornerback Jahdae Barron won the Thorpe Award. Safety Michael Taaffe is a second-team AP All-American. Safety Andrew Mukuba transferred from Clemson for his final season and has anchored the back end of the secondary with hard tackling.




Facts & figures
Texas has scored just one touchdown in the six quarters .... Longhorns offensive tackle Kelvin Banks Jr. won the Lombardi Award and the Outland Trophy, awards given to the nation's most outstanding lineman. He missed the SEC championship game with an ankle injury but is expected to play Saturday ... Klubnick has 33 passing touchdowns. Texas has surrendered just four passing TDs all season ... Clemson kicker Nolan Hauser booted a 56-yard game winner against SMU in the ACC championship. Texas kicker Bert Auburn is just 6 of 13 on field goal attempts beyond 40 yards. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/clemson-texas-playoff-preview-a6eab5d5f3d5aa63d504f4469caedbbc



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Texas and Clemson meet for the first time in the College Football Playoff

    Texas and Clemson meet for the first time in the College Football Playoff

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Texas quarterback Quinn Ewers (3) looks to pass downfield against Texas A&M during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            FILE- Clemson quarterback Cade Klubnik (2) looks for an open receiver during the Atlantic Coast Conference championship NCAA college football game between Clemson and SMU Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney celebrates with the trophy after defeating SMU during the Atlantic Coast Conference championship NCAA college football game Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Texas head coach Steve Sarkisian, center, along with quarterback Quinn Ewers, left, and the rest of the Longhorns, after beating Texas A&M in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Texas and Clemson meet for the first time in the College Football Playoff

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Texas quarterback Quinn Ewers (3) looks to pass downfield against Texas A&M during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    Texas quarterback Quinn Ewers (3) looks to pass downfield against Texas A&M during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            FILE- Clemson quarterback Cade Klubnik (2) looks for an open receiver during the Atlantic Coast Conference championship NCAA college football game between Clemson and SMU Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE- Clemson quarterback Cade Klubnik (2) looks for an open receiver during the Atlantic Coast Conference championship NCAA college football game between Clemson and SMU Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney celebrates with the trophy after defeating SMU during the Atlantic Coast Conference championship NCAA college football game Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney celebrates with the trophy after defeating SMU during the Atlantic Coast Conference championship NCAA college football game Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Texas head coach Steve Sarkisian, center, along with quarterback Quinn Ewers, left, and the rest of the Longhorns, after beating Texas A&M in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    Texas head coach Steve Sarkisian, center, along with quarterback Quinn Ewers, left, and the rest of the Longhorns, after beating Texas A&M in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JIM VERTUNO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- No. 13 Clemson got into the College Football Playoff on a thunderous kick in the final seconds of the ACC championship. No. 4 Texas limped in after a great regular season was deflated by a frustrating overtime loss to Georgia in the SEC title game.
Now these two heavyweights meet for the first time with even higher stakes: Their first round showdown in the newly expanded College Football Playoff on Saturday is the first step toward what both hope is a national championship. 
It matters little to Tigers coach Dabo Swinney that a program that once dominated the CFP has to go on the road as the lowest seed in the field at No. 12. The Tigers are just glad to be back in the hunt.
Clemson (10-3) was all but forgotten after a season-opening humiliation at the hands of Georgia, and now has some swagger and a puncher's chance of winning the whole thing. Clemson won national titles in 2016 and 2018 but missed the playoff the last four seasons.

    


"We've overcome a lot to get here. There are players who've never been in the playoff before, so this is a huge moment for them," Swinney said. "It's going to be like a normal road game times a million, because this is playoff game ... You gone fishin' if you lose this one, as Charles Barkley likes to say. You win, you keep going. You lose, you're done."




Texas (11-2) is the only one of last year's four playoff teams to make it into the expanded field this season. The Longhorns peaked at No. 1 at midseason and there only two losses were to Georgia, the No. 2 seed in the playoff.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Fifth-seeded Texas earned the right to host the matchup, even if the last month was a little rough around the edges.
The Longhorns have been carried into the postseason by a dominant defense. But in three of the last four games, Texas has been held to 20 points or less, with just one touchdown in the last six quarters.

    


The playoff is a reset. All Texas coach Steve Sarkisian sees is a tournament that stretches all the way to the Jan. 20 championship game. For two teams, there is still a month of games. The winner Saturday advances to the next round against Big 12 champion and No. 4 seed Arizona State in the Peach Bowl on Jan. 1.
"This is pretty exciting stuff, this new era of college football," Sarkisian said.
Quarterback rivals
Quinn Ewers of Texas and Cade Klubnik of Clemson go way back in a rivalry born out of their Texas roots. Klubnik led Austin Westlake over Ewers and Southlake Carroll in January 2021 for a Texas Class 6A state championship when both were rated among the top quarterback recruits in the country. Klubnik returns to his home town to start a quest for a national title.
Texas secondary
Klubnik faces arguably the best secondary in the country. Cornerback Jahdae Barron won the Thorpe Award as the top defensive back, and safety Michael Taaffe was a second-team AP All-American. Safety Andrew Mukuba transferred from Clemson and has been one of the biggest hitters on the team. Texas has allowed just four passing touchdowns this season.
Special teams
Clemson freshman Nolan Hauser is 17 of 23 on field goals attempts and 3 of 6 on kicks longer than 40 yards. One of those was a doozy: a 56-yarder as time expired to win the ACC championship. Texas senior Bert Auburn's 61 career field goals rank first in school history, but he is 14 of 21 this season and just 6 of 13 beyond 40 yards. 

    


Big Banks
Texas expects dominant offensive tackle Kelvin Banks Jr. back in the lineup after the junior missed most of the last two games with an ankle injury. Banks won the Outland and Lombardi awards presented to the top lineman in college football. Clemson has 28 sacks this season. Banks has surrendered just one.
Running tough
Klubnik is a dual threat as a passer and runner. But the Tigers also need a big game from tailback Phil Mafah, who has nearly 1,200 yards this season. He has been limited over the last few games with a nagging shoulder injury. 
"He's physical. He's big," said Taaffe, the Texas safety. "He jump cuts like he's 150 pounds and then he runs the ball like he's 260. He's special."
___
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Coach Josh Heupel doesn't much care for the narrative that No. 7 Tennessee, with its checkered history over the past 15 years, is content just to have reached the College Football Playoff.
The fourth-year coach knows that mindset won't work facing a team like No. 6 Ohio State, which is in the playoff for the sixth time and has one of the best rosters in the nation. 
"If you're just happy to be there, it's going to be a quick cup of coffee," Heupel said.
Ohio State (10-2), a top-five team for most of the season, is still reeling from a fourth straight loss to archrival Michigan. A loss to the Volunteers will only add to calls from fans for coach Ryan Day to be fired.
So, Ohio State will be seeking redemption in the first-round game Saturday night in the frigid Horseshoe. As quarterback Will Howard put it, it's a chance to "right the wrongs."

    


Day is stressing that the eighth-seeded Buckeyes deserve to be here.
"Once you get into the playoffs, it's a brand new start," he said. "And I think that's what our guys have recognized now, the fact that they've earned the opportunity to play in the playoffs."




Ninth-seeded Tennessee (10-2) hasn't won a national championship -- or an SEC title, for that matter -- since 1998, the year after Peyton Manning left. It got even rougher with the firing of Philip Fulmer after the 2008 season. with a string of disappointing seasons, a revolving door of coaches and NCAA violations.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Now the Vols get a shot at a national title thanks to the newly expanded 12-team playoff. The winner of the first-round game will travel to the Rose Bowl to face top-ranked Oregon, which beat Ohio State by a point in a shootout back on Oct. 12.
"It's a great opportunity," Heupel said of facing the program's next step. "But now it's about, 'What are you going to do with the opportunity?'" 

    


In the trenches
Ohio State has had to reshuffle its offensive line several times in the second half of the season due to injuries. 
The Buckeyes lost starting left tackle Josh Simmons against Oregon. His replacement, Zen Michalski, went down the next game. The biggest blow came in late November when Seth McLaughlin, the eventual winner of the Rimington Award given to the best center, tore an Achilles tendon.
McLaughlin's absence was conspicuous as Ohio State struggled to run inside against Michigan. Tennessee has one of the best defensive lines in the country, led by end James Pearce Jr., a potential first round NFL draft pick, and a pair of 300-pounders inside in Bryson Eason and Omari Thomas.
"They're fifth nationally in both scoring and total defense, the No. 1 third-down defense in the country, No. 1 red-zone defense in the country," Ohio State offensive coordinator Chip Kelly said. "So., we're playing a formidable defense coming in here."

    


Orange invasion?
Tennessee fans have been working hard to get more than the 3,500 tickets allotted to the university for the game at the 'Shoe. 
Running back Dylan Sampson won't be surprised to see plenty of Tennessee fans for the Volunteers' first game in the state of Ohio, let alone in the historic stadium and its first game in the month of December. 
"That's what I expect from Tennessee fans," Sampson said. "And, you know, I can't wait to get out there and see a whole bunch of orange."
Heupel expects it, too, based on what he's seen in his four seasons coaching at Tennessee.
"It's a nice short drive up there, and Christmas is right around the corner," Heupel said. "It's a great Christmas present."
Opportunistic Vols 
Tennessee has had a knack for making big plays when backed up inside its own 20. The Vols forced turnovers at the goal line or in the end zone four times this season. AP All-SEC cornerback Jermod McCoy had an interception in the end zone to help key the win over Alabama and another against Vanderbilt. He has a team-leading four picks on the season. 
In the spotlight
The ESPN "Game Day" crew will visit Columbus for its pregame show leading up to the 8 p.m. playoff game. It will be the fifth time this year Game Day has been on campus and the 63rd time overall, dating to Sept. 28, 1996. The show will also be at Notre Dame before the Irish clashes with Indiana on Friday night before the drive east to Columbus.

    


___
AP Sports Writer Teresa M. Walker contributed.
___
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            Penn State head coach James Franklin watches from the sideline during the first half of the Big Ten championship NCAA college football game against Oregon, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/AJ Mast)
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            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar warms up before the Big Ten championship NCAA college football game against Oregon, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/AJ Mast)
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            Penn State defensive end Abdul Carter celebrates after sacking Maryland quarterback MJ Morris during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            Penn State tight end Tyler Warren (44) hurdles Maryland defensive back Kevis Thomas (25) during the second quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger, File)
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            SMU running back Brashard Smith (1) smiles after scoring a touchdown during the first half of an NCAA college football game against California, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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                                        No. 12 SMU (11-2, No. 10 CFP) at No. 5 Penn State (11-2, No. 4 CFP), Saturday, noon ET (TNT/Max)
BetMGM Sportsbook odds: Penn State by 8 1/2.
Series record: Penn State leads 1-0-1.
What's at stake?
A trip to Arizona to face No. 8 Boise State (No. 9 CFP) in the Fiesta Bowl, one of the four CFP quarterfinals, on New Year's Eve. The game is also a chance for SMU to prove it belongs with the nation's best in the program's first season in the ACC after moving over from the American Athletic Conference. The expanded CFP provides Penn State and coach James Franklin with an opportunity to shed its label as a program that's frequently good but rarely great.
Key matchup
Penn State's dynamic duo of junior running backs Kaytron Allen and Nicholas Singleton goes against SMU's stout rushing defense. The Mustangs lead the ACC and are fourth nationally giving up 93.4 yards rushing per game -- which for now is the lowest in program history. They allow only 2.74 yards per carry. Singleton is ninth in the Big Ten with 839 yards rushing, just ahead of Allen's 822. Both had 100-yard games against No. 1 Oregon in the Big Ten championship game. The only individual 100-yard rushing game against the Mustangs was Louisville's Isaac Brown, who went for 117 yards on Oct. 5.




Players to watch
SMU: RB Brashard Smith was a receiver the past three seasons at Miami, but switched to running back after transferring to SMU. The 5-foot-10, 196-pound senior has run for 1,270 yards and 14 touchdowns. He also has 35 catches, tied for second-most on the team, for 303 yards and four more scores.
Penn State: TE Tyler Warren. The John Mackey Award winner as the nation's best tight end is more than just a pass catcher for the Nittany Lions, he's a 6-foot-6 Swiss army knife who lets offensive coordinator Andy Kotelnicki get as creative as he wants. In addition to hauling in 88 receptions for 1,062 yards -- a Big Ten record for a tight end -- and six touchdowns, Warren also proved effective lining up behind center in the Wildcat formation, running for 191 yards and four scores. If things are tight late, expect the ball to find its way into No. 44's hands.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
The Mustangs have won 10 straight road games, the second-longest active streak in the FBS behind Texas. ... SMU is the first team to ever go undefeated in conference play (8-0) after making the move from a Group of Five conference to a Power 4/5 conference. ... If it's close late, the Mustangs like their chances. Kicker Collin Rogers ranked third in the FBS with 23 field goals, including seven from 50 yards or more, one shy of the NCAA record in a single season. ... It's going to be cold at Beaver Stadium. Temperatures are expected to be in the mid-20s, though there's only a small chance of snow. ... Perhaps no team is happier than Penn State having an expanded 12-team playoff. The Nittany Lions finished in the top 12 in the final CFP poll six previous times only to miss the tournament because the field was limited to four teams. ... Penn State has won at least 10 games for a third straight season, the first time the program has done that since 1980-82. ...The Nittany Lions are 4-5 in bowl games under James Franklin. ... Penn State DE Abdul Carter, the Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year, tied for the conference lead with 10 sacks and his 19 1/2 tackles for loss paced the Big Ten and ranked third in the FBS.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Program to prevent cyberbullying in tennis has reported 15 abusive posters to law enforcement
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                    Tennis players train as a member of ground staff waters the plants at the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon, London, Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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                                        ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) -- The identities of 15 "highly abusive account authors" were reported to national law enforcement and about 12,000 posts or comments were pointed out to social media platforms this year as part of a new attempt to protect tennis players and officials from cyberbullying.
The results of the first 10 months of the program were announced Thursday by the groups that launched it: the WTA women's professional tour, the International Tennis Federation and the organizations that run Wimbledon and the U.S. Open.
The most common types of abuse were sexist remarks or sexually inappropriate content, and nearly half of the online abuse came from what were described as "angry gamblers."

Content on TikTok, Instagram, YouTube, Facebook and X is being tracked in 39 languages for harassment, abuse or threats. From January to October, nearly 2.5 million posts were monitored by a combination of artificial intelligence and people.
The French tennis federation began a similar effort during the French Open in 2023.
___
More AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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No. 6 Ohio State looks for redemption hosting No. 7 Tennessee to start playoffs
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            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day, center, looks on during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Michigan, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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            Tennessee place kicker Max Gilbert (90) celebrates with holder Jackson Ross (98) after kicking a field goal during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Alabama, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard looks for an open receiver against Michigan during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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            Tennessee head coach Josh Heupel talks on his headset during a timeout in the second half of an NCAA college football game against Alabama, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne, File)
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            Tennessee quarterback Nico Iamaleava (8) looks to throw a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Vanderbilt, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Tennessee defensive lineman Joshua Josephs (19) tackles Vanderbilt quarterback Diego Pavia (2) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                        No. 7 Tennessee (10-2, CFP No. 7) at No. 6 Ohio State (10-2, CFP No. 6), Saturday, 8 p.m. EST (ESPN).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ohio State by 7 1/2.
Series record: Tennessee leads 1-0.
What's at stake?
Ohio State has the bad taste of that fourth consecutive Michigan loss to wash out of the Buckeyes' mouths. The eighth-seeded Buckeyes also are playing to gain back respect in this newly expanded College Football Playoff and start a run toward their first national championship since the 2014 season. The No. 7 seed Volunteers emerged from the tough SEC and now have their first true shot at a title since 1998. Their lone stumbles during the season came on the road at Arkansas and Georgia, so the Vols also have to prove they can handle a rough road environment at night. The winner gets a trip to the Rose Bowl to play top-seeded Oregon.
Key matchup
Ohio State offensive line vs. Tennessee defensive front. The Buckeyes' O-line has been reshuffled several times due to injuries, perhaps most significantly to center Seth McLaughlin. The weaknesses showed when Ohio State repeatedly failed to run the ball against Michigan. Tennessee has one of the premier defensive lines in the country, featuring defensive end James Pearce Jr., a potential first-round NFL draft pick. 

    


Players to watch
Tennessee: QB Nico Iamaleava opened 2024 leading the Vols to a rout of Iowa in the Citrus Bowl. Now the redshirt freshman will play the biggest game yet, and Iamaleava is coming off one of his best performances of the season. Four of his 11 victories have come against teams ranked at the time of kickoff. He threw for 2,512 yards with 19 touchdown passes with only five interceptions. 
Ohio State: Buckeyes QB Will Howard will try to get the ball out to freshman WR Jeremiah Smith, who has been tremendous this season. He's compiled 934 receiving yards and 10 touchdowns but wasn't a factor in the 13-10 loss to Michigan.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Tennessee beat Ohio State 20-14 in the 1996 Citrus Bowl the only time these programs have played previously. ... This will be the first game Tennessee has ever played in the state of Ohio. ... This will be the first game played in Ohio Stadium in December in the venue's 102-year history. ... Vols coach Josh Heupel is 30-8 since the start of the 2022 season. Those 30 wins are the most since Tennessee won 30 games between the 1998 and the 2000 seasons. ... Tennessee is fourth nationally giving up 13.9 points and 278.3 total yards per game. The Vols ranked eighth in rushing defense (99.6 yards per game). The Vols allowed 18 offensive touchdowns this season, third-fewest in the FBS. ... They gave up three plays of 40 yards or longer all season, tied for the second-fewest trailing only the two such plays allowed by Ohio State. ... Howard is one of the most efficient passers in school history. The Kansas State transfer completed 80% of his passes six times this season. For the season, his completion percentage is 72.3%, ranking him fourth nationally. ... Only two players who started on the Ohio State offensive line in the season opener remain in the lineup because of injuries. ... Ohio State is No. 1 in the country in total defense, allowing 241.1 yards per game. The Buckeyes are second to Texas in pass defense and seventh in run defense. ... ESPN's College GameDay will broadcast in Columbus prior to the game, the 63rd time the show has originated from the Ohio State campus. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football.
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NFL adds a game show and punting contest to its Pro Bowl skills competitions
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                    NFC Dexter Lawrence, of the New York Giants, breaks through a barrier during the skills event at the NFL Pro Bowl football game, Feb. 4, 2024, in Orlando. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)
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                                        The NFL is adding a game show and a punting contest to its Pro Bowl skills competitions in February.
The league on Thursday announced the full list of challenges, including tug-of-war and dodgeball. 
The games will take place at Central Florida and finish with a seven-on-seven flag football game between the AFC and NFC on Feb. 2.
New this year are Helmet Harmony, a game show that will test players' knowledge of their teammates, and Punt Perfect that features one punter and one non-punter. The two players from each conference will punt from the 35-yard line, attempting to place as many balls as possible into a set of six buckets in the end zone.
The passing and receiving competitions have a new twist this year. Quarterbacks will try to hit targets at various distances around the field worth different point values in 40 seconds. Before the challenge, each quarterback will select a Pro Bowl Games teammate to answer five trivia questions about current Pro Bowl players. For every correct answer, the quarterback gets an additional 10 seconds.

    


In the catching challenge, one wide receiver, tight end and defensive back from each conference will compete in an obstacle course, including catches from a JUGS machine at three different distances, to test every aspect of catching a football.




The rest of the competitions are a relay race and a great football race where six players from each conference will face off in a relay consisting of five different challenges, culminating with a sled push.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
This is the third year of the Pro Bowl Games after the NFL eliminated its full-contact all-star game and replaced it with weeklong skills competitions and a flag football game.
Peyton and Eli Manning are back as head coaches for the two conferences.
The skills challenges will be broadcast live on Thursday, Jan. 30, on ESPN from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. ET.
The flag football game will be played at Camping World Stadium and will be broadcast at 3 p.m. ET on ESPN and ABC.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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NHL begins production on a 2nd season of the league's all-access 'Faceoff' docuseries

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


        

        
        
            
                    Ottawa Senators left wing Brady Tkachuk (7) celebrates after a scoring a goal during the second period of an NHL hockey game against the Anaheim Ducks, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Jayne-Kamin-Oncea)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The NHL has begun production on the second season of an all-access, behind-the-scenes show with the makers of the popular "Formula 1: Drive to Survive" series.
The league, in announcing the continuation of the show Thursday, said Ottawa Senators captain Brady Tkachuk is the first player confirmed to be involved in Season 2 of "Faceoff: Inside the NHL," premiering sometime in 2025. Tkachuk made an appearance in the first season along with members of his family.
The docuseries made by Box To Box and NHL Productions in the first season involved six episodes telling the story of the 2024 playoffs by featuring the likes of Edmonton Oilers captain Connor McDavid and Tkachuk's brother, Stanley Cup-winning Florida Panthers forward Matthew Tkachuk. It was released on Amazon Prime Video in October.

"With more all-access footage than ever, we're taking fans deeper into the lives of our players and their families. We can't wait to do it again," said Steve Mayer, the NHL's president of content and events. "From intense drama to moments that will make you laugh, cry, and everything in between, this season will only be better."
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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India will play at a neutral site and not go to Pakistan for Champions Trophy cricket
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                    India's Akash Deep, third left, celebrates with teammates after the dismissal of Australia's Mitchell Marsh during play on day five of the third cricket test between India and Australia at the Gabba in Brisbane, Australia, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Pat Hoelscher)
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- India will not play cricket in Pakistan during the Champions Trophy next year.
All of India's games will be at a neutral venue, including if it reaches the semifinals and final, the International Cricket Council confirmed on Thursday.
In a tit-for-tat move, Pakistan will not play in India in ICC events in the 2024-27 cycle. Pakistan will also go to a neutral venue when India hosts the 2025 Women's World Cup and co-hosts the 2026 men's T20 World Cup with Sri Lanka.
India refused more than a month ago to travel to Pakistan for the Champions Trophy, the eight-team, 50-overs tournament.
The ICC on Thursday did not reveal where India will play its games, but Dubai, Dhaka and Colombo are the front-runners.
Political tensions between Pakistan and India have prevented their teams from touring each other's country since 2012, when Pakistan went to India for a bilateral one-day international series.


    


Both teams face each other regularly in ICC tournaments -- Pakistan went to India last year for the men's World Cup. But before the World Cup, India refused to travel to Pakistan for the Asia Cup and played all of its games in Sri Lanka.




This hybrid model was initially refused by the Pakistan Cricket Board, but as recompense the ICC gave Pakistan the 2028 women's T20 World Cup.
The Champions Trophy schedule will be announced "in the coming days," the ICC said.
Defending champion Pakistan, India, Australia, England, New Zealand, Bangladesh, South Africa and Afghanistan will participate.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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Red Bull picks Liam Lawson as Max Verstappen's F1 teammate in 2025
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            RB driver Liam Lawson of New Zealand walks through paddock ahead of the Formula One Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, at the Yas Marina Circuit in Abu Dhabi, UAE, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            RB driver Liam Lawson of New Zealand walks in the pit lane before the Formula One Abu Dhabi Grand Prix at the Yas Marina Circuit in Abu Dhabi, UAE, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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                                        MILTON KEYNES, England (AP) -- Liam Lawson will partner world champion Max Verstappen at Red Bull in 2025, the Formula 1 team said on Thursday.
Lawson, a New Zealander, replaces Sergio Perez, who was dropped on Wednesday after months of poor results.
The 22-year-old Lawson will switch from Racing Bulls, Red Bull's sister team, after racing as a replacement driver in 2023 and this year. He started in Red Bull's junior program.
"There's no doubt that racing alongside Max, a four-time champion and undoubtedly one of the greatest drivers ever seen in F1, is a daunting task," Red Bull team principal Christian Horner said, "but I'm sure Liam can rise to that challenge and deliver some outstanding results for us next year."
Lawson said it was a "lifelong dream" to be racing with Red Bull.
"This is something I've wanted and worked toward since I was 8 years old," he said. "It's been an incredible journey so far."

    


Perez's contract was terminated two years early, the Mexican ditched after being rarely competitive this season. He had not won a race since April 2023 and the last time he finished higher than sixth in a grand prix was in May. Meanwhile, Verstappen continued to dominate F1.




Lawson joined Red Bull's junior program in 2019 and made his F1 debut at the Dutch Grand Prix in 2023 with Scuderia AlphaTauri -- which was later rebranded as Racing Bulls -- in place of the injured Daniel Ricciardo. He completed five races for the team that year. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
This year, Dawson had a points-scoring finish at the United States Grand Prix, again replacing Ricciardo.

"Liam's performances over the course of his two stints with Racing Bulls have demonstrated that he's not only capable of delivering strong results," Horner said, "but that he's also a real racer, not afraid to mix it with the best and come out on top."
___
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            The Capitol is seen in Washington, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            The Social Security Administration office is seen in Mount Prospect, Ill., Oct. 12, 2022.(AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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            Commissioner of the Social Security Administration Martin O'Malley testifies at a hearing of the House Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Nearly 3 million people could receive a boost in Social Security payments under legislation set for a final Senate vote in the coming days. 
The Social Security Fairness Act would end longtime provisions that reduce the federal benefit for people who are also eligible for other pensions. The policies have heavily affected people who worked in state, local and federal government jobs, as well as teachers, firefighters and police officers, according to lawmakers and advocates.
The bill has bipartisan support but has drawn some criticism from some conservatives. The House approved the measure in November by a vote of 327-75 and the bill easily cleared its first hurdle in the Senate on Wednesday. Its backers hope the Senate will vote to send the legislation to President Joe Biden before lawmakers' lame-duck session gives way to the new Congress in January.
Here is more on what the bill would mean:

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
What would the measure do?
The bill would repeal two provisions that limit Social Security benefits for certain recipients based on retirement payments they get from other sources -- most often, but not exclusively, a public retirement program of a state or local government.
The Windfall Elimination Provision modifies the usual benefit formula for retirees or disabled workers who are entitled to pension payments based on earnings from jobs that were not covered by Social Security.
The details vary person to person but the idea, broadly, is that a monthly benefit is reduced by an amount tied to how much that person is receiving from a pension program in which they enrolled in lieu of paying Social Security payroll taxes.
The Government Pension Offset follows a similar principle. It limits Social Security spousal benefits (those paid to a spouse based on their living spouse's work and payroll tax history) and the widow's or widower's benefits (paid after a spouse's death). Reductions are based on pension benefits for a retired federal, state or local government worker who opted out of some or all Social Security taxes and instead paid into another public retirement insurance program.

    


Current law establishes the offset at two-thirds of an alternative pension payment. 
Under that standard, for example, a retired public health nurse might receive a $1,500 monthly disbursement from a state retirement system that does not participate in Social Security. Then, if that person becomes eligible to receive a spouse's Social Security benefit after the spouse's death, that survivor's Social Security benefit would be reduced by $1,000 each month. 

    


Who is affected?
Social Security is commonly understood as a universal system in which everyone participates by paying Social Security payroll taxes and later getting benefits. But federal law has carved out exceptions. Generally, there are a few job categories that can be exempted and, thus, trigger benefit offsets:
-- Civilian federal employees hired before 1984 are covered under the Civil Service Retirement System instead of Social Security. Federal workers hired since 1984 are covered under a different federal retirement structure that requires those employees participate in Social Security.
-- State and local government employees who participate in their jurisdictions' retirement systems that allow them to opt out of Social Security.
-- Railroad workers who are covered under a separate federal insurance program.
-- Some clergy who can opt out.
The Congressional Research Service estimates that in December 2023, there were 745,679 people, about 1% of all Social Security beneficiaries, who had their benefits reduced by the Government Pension Offset. About 2.1 million people, or about 3% of all beneficiaries, were affected by the Windfall Elimination Provision.
The largest category of existing workers whose future benefits could be affected are the state and local government employees. 
There are additional people still in the workforce whose future benefits would be affected. CRS estimated that in 2022, about 6.6 million, or 28% of the nation's state and local government workers, were not covered in the Social Security system. So as those people retire they could become eligible to get money from Social Security that they would not receive without the changes.

    


When would changes go into effect?
The current proposal calls for changes to payments for January 2024 and beyond. If Congress sticks to that timeline, that means the Social Security Administration would owe back-dated payments. 
How much money is involved?
The Congressional Budget Office estimates that eliminating the Windfall Elimination Provision would boost monthly payments to the affected beneficiaries by an average of $360 by December 2025.
The CBO estimates that ending the Government Pension Offset would increase monthly benefits in December 2025 by an average of $700 for 380,000 recipients getting benefits based on living spouses. The increase would be an average of $1,190 for 390,000 or surviving spouses getting a widow or widower benefit.

    


All those amounts would increase over time with Social Security's regular cost-of-living adjustments.
For the Social Security program, the expected net spending increase from 2024-34 is about $198 billion. Separately, the changes would yield an estimated $2 billion in savings for the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program because those food aid payments would be reduced for some households whose Social Security income increases.
That would mean added fiscal strain on the Social Security Trust funds, which already were estimated to be unable to pay full benefits beginning in 2035. The cost was a reason some House conservatives tried to block the bill. Supporters acknowledged the fiscal impact but said it was a matter of fairness. 
Would a beneficiary have to take action to get increased benefits?
It depends.
The proposals moving on Capitol Hill are straightforward: "The Commissioner of Social Security shall adjust primary insurance amounts to the extent necessary to take into account" changes in the law. And the Social Security Administration, through income tax filings, has everyone's earnings history used to calculate monthly benefit payments under the laws and formulas that Congress sets.
But it's not immediately clear how easily the Social Security Administration could adjust payments for a few million people -- whether it could be managed mostly by automated systems recalculating or whether it would require federal employees individually reviewing individual cases with beneficiaries. 
Additionally, the proposed changes to the spousal benefits could create newly eligible beneficiaries who are not currently getting such payments and could have to apply specifically for the benefit. The CBO estimates about 70,000 new beneficiaries by the end of 2033.
Also, recipients with complicated formulas - including those that change as Congress tinkers with the law - can sometimes see errors in their payments when they have been automatically recalculated. Backdated payments can be especially problematic. 
The Social Security Administration has extensive Q&As and recipient services on its website: ssa.gov. For example, one can calculate how their additional pensions can affect their benefits under current law using this tool. But the agency has not yet addressed the pending legislation publicly. 
The agency also operates a toll-free hotline -- 1-800-772-1213 -- and will schedule in-person meetings at one of hundreds of Social Security offices around the country. 

The Social Security Administration has a diminished staff after Congress has for years declined to fund the agency at its requested levels, even as the baby boomer generation ages and adds to the workload. Complex changes from Congress could create or exacerbate backlogs for recipients trying to get the precise benefits required under the law. 
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden is pledging to cut U.S. greenhouse gas emissions by more than 60% by 2035 as he fights to ensure his legacy on slowing global warming, even as President-elect Donald Trump vows to undo much of Biden's climate work when he takes office next month.
Biden said the new goal -- which supersedes a previous plan to cut carbon emissions at least in half by 2030 -- keeps the United States on track to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emissions economy-wide by 2050. The U.S. is making a formal submission of the new target, known as a Nationally Determined Contribution, to the United Nations under terms of the 2015 Paris climate agreement, Biden said Thursday.
The new goal calls for reducing net emissions by 61% to 66% below 2005 levels in 2035. 
"I'm proud that my administration is carrying out the boldest climate agenda in American history,'' Biden said in a videotaped statement. 

    


"We're doing it by setting ambitious goals'' such as deploying 30 gigawatts of offshore wind and conserving at least 30% of U.S. lands and waters by 2030, Biden said. His administration also has set strict new standards to cut air pollution from cars,  trucks and power plants and signed into law the most significant investments in climate and clean energy in U.S. history, he said.




The action by the Democratic president comes just over a month before he is set to leave office. Trump has already promised to unleash a series of executive actions that will seek to undo most or all of Biden's climate agenda as the Republican president-elect pushes for "energy dominance" around the globe.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trump no longer dismisses climate change as a "hoax" but has pledged to dismantle what he calls Democrats' "green new scam" in favor of boosting production of fossil fuels such as oil, natural gas and coal, the main causes of climate change. Trump is expected to withdraw the United States from the Paris climate accord, as he did during his first term, and will likely move to repeal parts of the landmark Inflation Reduction Act, especially subsidies that benefit electric vehicles and offshore wind.

    


Biden aides tried to downplay the impact of Trump's return to the White House, insisting that states and local governments can continue to lead on clean energy.
"American climate leadership is determined by so much more than whoever sits in the Oval Office,'' said John Podesta, Biden's senior adviser for international climate policy. 
Climate leadership "happens on the ground in our cities and states, from Phoenix to Pittsburgh, from Boise to Baltimore,'' Podesta told reporters Wednesday. "And I believe that with this new 2035 target as their North Star, leaders across America can show the world that we are still in this fight for a better future."
Trump spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said that in his first term, Trump "produced affordable, reliable energy for consumers along with stable, high-paying jobs for small businesses -- all while dropping U.S. carbon emissions to their lowest level in 25 years. In his second term, President Trump will once again deliver clean air and water for American families while Making America Wealthy Again." 

    


While carbon emissions dropped around the world in 2020, that was largely due to the economic shutdown caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Air travel and other activity came to a near standstill.
The U.S. Climate Alliance, a bipartisan coalition of governors that support climate action, pledged to work toward the new target, with or without help from the White House.
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul, the alliance's co-chair, said climate-conscious governors "will carry the torch forward'' after Biden leaves office. Hochul, a Democrat, said governors will use the new U.S. goal to "keep America on track toward a cleaner, safer future."
"By continuing to stamp out climate pollution together, we're safeguarding public health, protecting the environment, growing the economy and creating good jobs across the U.S," said New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham, another alliance co-chair.

    


Biden, in his remarks, called the new goal "ambitious" and said it would lead to thousands of well-paying jobs, more affordable energy, cleaner air, cleaner water and a healthier environment for all Americans.
"It is also creating real momentum because we're unleashing American ingenuity and innovation. And together, we will turn this existential threat into a once-in-a-generation opportunity to transform our nation'' for decades to come, Biden said. "I know we can do this.''
The proposal would require sustained changes across the economy, from power generation to transportation, buildings, agriculture and industry, including significant increases in renewable energy such as wind and solar power and steep cuts in emissions from fossil fuels such as oil and coal. 

    


The U.S. pledge includes methane reductions of at least 35% from 2005 levels by 2035, Biden said. Cutting methane emissions is among the fastest ways to reduce near-term warming and is crucial to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
Debbie Weyl, U.S. acting director of the World Resources Institute, a global research organization, said the new emissions target is "at the lower bound of what the science demands," but said it was "close to the upper bound of what is realistic if nearly every available policy lever were pulled" in the next decade. 
"Assertive action by states and cities will be essential to achieving this goal,'' she said, adding that the United States needs to swiftly expand renewable energy and electric vehicles, modernize the electric grid and decarbonize heavy industry.
The nonbinding but symbolically important pledge is a key part of the Paris agreement, which calls for countries to submit so-called Nationally Determined Contributions every five years. A country's NDC, or climate goal, outlines how it plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to help meet the global goal of limiting temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius since pre-industrial times. 
The Paris Agreement requires that NDCs are updated every five years with increasingly higher ambition, taking into consideration each country's capacity. The next deadline is February 2025, although Brazil, the United Kingdom and the United Arab Emirates have already submitted their proposed NDCs.
"As the world's largest producer of oil, the largest producer and exporter of fossil gas -- and the largest historical climate polluter -- the United States has an outsized responsibility to press forward in the climate fight no matter the political headwinds,'' said Manish Bapna, president and CEO of the Natural Resources Defense Council, a leading environmental group.
He called the new climate goal a clear signal for governors, mayors and CEOs who support climate action to "step up" and defend climate progress.

"While the incoming administration has vowed to turn its back on the world -- again -- the majority of Americans want climate action, and the clean energy boom is unstoppable," Bapna said. 
___
Associated Press writer Seth Borenstein contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/biden-climate-trump-paris-warming-un-e7c6af28dc013460a3aa66a644c55145
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Secretary of State Antony Blinken is expected to announce about $230 million in new assistance for conflict-torn Sudan during his likely final trip to the United Nations while in office, U.S. officials said.
With the U.N. Security Council more divided than ever, Blinken is leading two meetings of the U.N.'s most powerful body on Thursday, capping his engagements with the world body after a tumultuous four years that saw war return to Europe and multiple crises in the Middle East.
But neither will focus on Russia's war with Ukraine or the Mideast, where the U.S. has been frequently at odds with permanent members China and Russia and almost always in the minority when it comes to Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza.
Instead, in an apparent bid to produce a modicum of consensus, Blinken is leading Security Council sessions on artificial intelligence and Sudan, where conflict has sparked a dire humanitarian crisis that aid agencies say has not received enough attention.

    


Blinken is set to announce $200 million for humanitarian aid and $30 million to help Sudan with a transition back to democratic governance, according to three U.S. officials who spoke on condition of anonymity before the announcement.
Here's a look at America's top diplomat at the U.N.:

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Why is Blinken presiding over Security Council meetings?
Blinken has been appearing in person and virtually before the Security Council since March 2021, just after assuming his position as the Biden administration's top diplomat. 
In addition to several one-off council meetings, including one in February 2022 shortly before Russia invaded Ukraine, Blinken has gone to New York for a week every September for the annual General Assembly gathering of world leaders.
The presidency of the Security Council rotates alphabetically every month among its 15 members. This month, it's the U.S. turn.
The country holding the presidency almost always organizes several signature events on topics its government chooses. Presidents, prime ministers and foreign ministers often preside at these meetings, which ministers from other council nations are invited to attend.

    


Why is the US not highlighting the Middle East or Ukraine?
Russia and China have blocked all council action condemning the invasion of Ukraine. 
This has led U.S. officials to believe that a session on the topic, especially as President-elect Donald Trump prepares to take office with a stated goal of ending the war immediately, would likely be a waste of time. 
On the Middle East, the U.S. has frequently vetoed council action condemning Israel for its tactics against Hamas in Gaza, leaving it virtually alone at the United Nations in supporting Israel. 

    


Why is the US focusing on Sudan?
War broke out in Sudan last year between rival generals heading the military and paramilitary forces. The fighting has left tens of thousands dead, forced millions from their homes and pushed a large swath of Sudan's population to starvation -- creating an often forgotten global crisis the U.S. is seeking to spotlight.
The roughly $230 million in assistance expected to be announced Thursday is significant, but it is close to half of a nearly $425 million aid package that the U.S. announced for Sudan in late September.
Sudan "is facing one of the most dire humanitarian crises on the face of the planet," State Department spokesman Vedant Patel told reporters Wednesday.
"And so anything we can do to continue to work with partners at the U.N. and otherwise to shed light on that, figure out what ways we can continue to unearth and solidify humanitarian corridors and continue to push for a political solution, that's absolutely a priority for us and we will continue to use ways to elevate that," he said.
Why did the US choose AI?
The U.S. leads the world in developing AI technology, according to a recently released Stanford University index, and it has been in the forefront of U.N. action on AI. 
In March, the first U.N. resolution on artificial intelligence was adopted by the 193-member General Assembly. Sponsored by the U.S., it gives global support to an international effort to ensure the powerful technology benefits all nations, respects human rights and is "safe, secure and trustworthy."

    


Blinken said AI has the potential to do "tremendous good" but can also pose "tremendous threats to the international peace and security that this council is charged with upholding."
He noted that "repressive regimes are using AI-enabled surveillance to target journalists and political dissidents" and that "if algorithms are built into weapon systems, and if they malfunction, they could spark a conflict."
"By setting rules of the road for AI we can minimize these risks, we can harness the exceptional promise of this technology," he said.

    


Will Blinken confront Russia?
Blinken has represented the U.S. at the Security Council about half a dozen times at meetings ranging from Russia's invasion of Ukraine to the war in Gaza. 
Russia, like the U.S. and China, is a permanent veto-holding member of the 15-nation council, and both have seats at its horseshoe-shaped table. 
But apart from pointed disagreements during debates, there have been no confrontations or one-on-one meetings between Blinken and Russian diplomats at previous U.N. meetings -- and there was none on Thursday.
Blinken thanked Russian Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia after his remarks -- as is custom -- even though Nebenzia accused the U.S. of imposing rules on others but not abiding by them. But the Russian envoy agreed that "we cannot allow AI to dominate human beings and human values."

It is not unusual for Blinken or other senior U.S. officials to attend international meetings and conferences where Russian officials are present, but interactions are rare.
___
Lee reported from Washington.
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- Democrats in North Carolina were celebrating big wins in the swing state after the November election, including victories in races for governor and other top statewide offices. But the political high didn't last long.
Republican lawmakers are stripping away some core powers of the newly elected officials through a series of wide-ranging changes, anticipating that the result of a yet-to-be-called state legislative race will cost them their veto-proof majority next year. Critics say the moves, which were rushed through without any chance for public comment or analysis, undermine the voters and are simply undemocratic, but they have few options for undoing them.
"Let us speak plainly: This bill is nothing more than a desperate power grab," said Courtney Patterson, vice president of the NAACP's North Carolina chapter.

    


Among the changes, which were included in a bill that also addressed Hurricane Helene relief, are stripping the incoming governor of the authority to appoint members to the state elections board and instead giving that responsibility to the state auditor -- a job won by a Republican last month. The measure also weakens the ability of the governor to fill vacancies on the state court of appeals and the state supreme court. It prohibits the attorney general from taking legal positions contrary to the legislature's and weakens the powers of the state school superintendent and lieutenant governor.




Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper and Attorney General Josh Stein, who will succeed Cooper next month, have already filed a lawsuit against Republican lawmakers, saying many portions of Senate Bill 382 violate the state constitution. The Republicans' actions in North Carolina are the latest example of how majority parties in some states have tried to undermine representative democracy in recent years, using extreme gerrymandering to expand their hold on power or trying to undercut officeholders of the opposing party or ballot initiatives that passed in statewide elections.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This is not how healthy democracies work," said Steven Greene, a political science professor at North Carolina State University. "You don't lose and decide you're going to change the rules because you don't like that you lost. It's corrosive of the basic principles of democracy."

    


Greene said he was disappointed but not surprised by the effort he describes as part of a familiar playbook. In 2016, hundreds of people protested and more than two dozen were arrested after Republicans passed a bill that stripped powers from Cooper's incoming administration during a special session.
Republicans point out that Democrats acted to weaken executive branch positions after voters elected the state's first GOP governor in the 20th century, in 1972, and the century's only GOP lieutenant governor in 1988. North Carolina Senate leader Phil Berger blamed Democrats' "blatant partisanship" for necessitating the changes, which came just weeks after voters chose Democrats for the top statewide positions.

    


"The new measures in Senate Bill 382 actually balance our three branches of state government so that North Carolina remains on a positive trajectory, free from Democratic Party and liberal activist obstruction," he said in a statement earlier this month.
While Democrats have won many top statewide offices for several election cycles, Republicans maintain a tight grip on the other two branches of government in North Carolina. Republicans have control of the legislature and hold at least a 5-2 majority on the state Supreme Court, where any dispute over the power-stripping legislation could ultimately land.
Since winning control of North Carolina's legislature in the 2010 elections, Republican lawmakers have repeatedly drawn voting districts to their favor, just as Democrats had done when they were in charge. That has helped Republicans retain a firm hold on power in the legislature while also triggering protracted court battles over redistricting.
The current legislative districts are advantageous to Republicans. The GOP won about nine more state House seats this year than would have been expected based on their average share of the district votes, according to an Associated Press analysis using a mathematical formula designed to detect gerrymandering.

    


"North Carolina is very much a purple state," said Melissa Price Kromm, executive director of North Carolina for the People Action. "... But our legislature has been gerrymandered to allow for a Republican supermajority that makes these nefarious attacks on our democracy possible. It's baked into the system."
Meanwhile, an extremely tight race for a state Supreme Court seat has sparked a legal battle over the potential removal of tens of thousands of ballots. With the incumbent Democratic justice clinging to a narrow lead, the Republican candidate's challenge includes objecting to ballots from voters whose registration lacks driver's license or Social Security numbers. His attorneys argue that makes them incomplete.

    


"North Carolina voters see that the same folks who are trying to overturn the results of the state supreme court race are the same people who are trying to change the way our elections are handled, the way powers and government functions are handled," said Julia Hawes, communications director at the statewide advocacy group Democracy North Carolina. "A lot of us have been watching these power grabs and attempts to overturn the will of the people for over a decade."
In several other states, lawmakers also have made attempts to nullify some results of the November election. In Missouri, Republicans are taking initial steps to curtail voter-approved abortion protections by introducing a new constitutional amendment to restrict abortion access. Massachusetts Democrats are exploring options to alter the auditing process after voters overwhelmingly approved giving the state auditor the authority to watchdog the Legislature.
During last week's veto override in the North Carolina House, over 100 demonstrators chanted "Shame" and "People power" as they were escorted out of the chamber's gallery. Two days before, hundreds marched to the Legislative Building to deliver documents opposing the bill.
Rep. Cynthia Ball, a Democrat and member of the election law committee, criticized Republicans for not making the bill public earlier, not offering a public comment period and tucking such a significant power shift into legislation that included storm relief.
"Our democracy is threatened more and more when things are done behind closed doors," she said.
Della Hann, 64, traveled the 2 1/2 hours to Raleigh from her home in Southport to demonstrate when the Senate agreed to override Cooper's veto of what she called "a horrible bill."
The legislation, she said, is "not for the people of the state. It's for the people sitting in that room to keep their power."
Kromm, of North Carolina for the People Action, said watching crowds gather in protest offered hope and said her group would be focused on educating voters so they can hold lawmakers accountable.
"The sheer number of people who turned up showed that people in North Carolina care about what's happening in our legislature, and they don't give up without a fight," she said. "They know authoritarianism thrives on complacency and that we must stand together and refuse to let this assault on democracy go unanswered."
___
Fernando reported from Chicago. Associated Press writers Makiya Seminera in Raleigh, North Carolina, and David A. Lieb in Jefferson City, Missouri, contributed to this report. 
___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            A man who threw himself in the water from the Open Arms vessel, is intercepted by the Italian Coast guards as he tried to swim to the island of Lampedusa, southern Italy, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2019. (AP Photo/Francisco Gentico, File)
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            Former minister of interior Matteo Salvini, second from left, walks past Open Arms founder Oscar Camps, right, outside Palermo's court, Italy, Saturday, Oct. 23, 2021. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File)
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                                        MILAN (AP) -- Italy's deputy premier, Matteo Salvini, has sounded defiant ahead of Friday's court verdict in Sicily for blocking some 100 migrants at sea on a humanitarian rescue boat in 2019 when he was interior minister.
Salvini, who leads the Euroskeptic, anti-migrant League, told a rally last week that "defending the borders, the dignity, the laws, the honor of a country cannot ever be a crime."
He has vowed to enter the court in Palermo with his "head held high" to hear a court's verdict on whether he is guilty of illegally detaining the migrants aboard the Open Arms rescue ship in Italy's southernmost island of Lampedusa for five days in August 2019. He is also charged with failing to fulfill his public duties. 
Prosecutors have demanded a six-year jail sentence. A sentence of over five years would also automatically bar him from office. Whatever Friday's sentencing, it won't have immediate effect as verdicts in Italy are only considered final once two levels of appeals are exhausted, a process that can take years. He has already said he won't resign. 

    


In August 2019, Open Arms approached Italy with 150 migrants rescued at sea, some in the Maltese rescue area, with Lampedusa the closest port. They spent 10 days in international waters and another five days within sight of Lampedusa, with those onboard growing increasingly agitated amid deteriorating hygienic conditions. Some migrants threw themselves overboard, and minors were evacuated during the stand-off. 




Eventually, a court ordered the remaining 89 people onboard to be allowed to disembark in Lampedusa. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Open Arms' Italian lawyer, Arturo Salerni, dismissed Salvini's claim that he was defending Italy's borders, saying it was his duty as a public official to protect the human rights of people on board. 
"The supreme duty, especially of those who belong to governments, is to defend international laws and conventions, and people's rights,'' said Salerni, who is representing Open Arms as an injured party in the trial. "It cannot be that the interior minister ... can deprive anyone of freedom." 

    


The Open Arms standoff was just one of more than 20 during Salvini's hardline stand against migration when he was interior minister from 2018-2019 during the first government of former Premier Giuseppe Conte. He closed Italian ports to humanitarian rescue ships and accused the groups that rescued migrants at sea of effectively encouraging smugglers.
In another incident, a German captain, Carola Rackete, entered the Lampedusa port in June 2019 against Salvini's orders after declaring a state of emergency on her boat, the Sea-Watch 3, which had been carrying 40 rescued people for some 16 days. She was soon arrested. Italy eventually dropped charges of aiding illegal migration against her.
Now transport minister in Premier Giorgia Meloni's far-right-led government, Salvini has the support of the premier and other ministers in the Palermo trial. He also has won the solidarity of anti-migrant lawmakers from across Europe, who appeared with him recently in Brussels wearing T-shirts with his face that read "Guilty for having defended Italy." 

    


Since taking power in 2022, Meloni has moved to crack down on migration, striking deals with northern African nations in a bid to prevent departures while also setting up still-dormant centers in Albania aimed to vet migrants rescued at sea in the non-EU country without setting foot in Italy.
"Salvini gets the solidarity of the entire government,'' Meloni told the Italian Senate on Wednesday, to a standing ovation from right-wing lawmakers.

He also got the backing of tech billionaire Elon Musk, who has publicly supported Italy's crackdown on migration, criticizing a judge's decision that stymied Italy's plans to screen migrants in Albania. In a post on X on Thursday, Musk said that it is "crazy that Salvini is being tried for defending Italy."
____
AP visual journalist Paolo Santalucia contributed from Rome. 
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Veteran Fox News business anchor Neil Cavuto leaving after 28 years
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                    Anchor Neil Cavuto appears on the set of his "Cavuto: Coast to Coast" program, on the Fox Business Network, in New York on March 9, 2017. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)
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                                        Neil Cavuto, a business journalist who hosts a weekday afternoon show on Fox News Channel and has been with the network since its inception in 1996, is leaving after Thursday's show, Fox said.
A workhorse at the network, Cavuto also hosts programs at Fox's sister, the Fox Business Network, and is not considered one of the stable of opinion hosts.
"Neil Cavuto's illustrious career has been a master class in journalism and we're extremely proud of his incredible 28-year run with Fox News Media," the network said. "His programs have defined business news and set the standard for the entire industry. We wish him a heartfelt farewell and all the best on his next chapter."
Unlike many at Fox, he has not interviewed President-elect Donald Trump since 2017 and sometimes has angered him. Trump said on social media that Cavuto "is one of the WORST on television" after the Fox host said on his show that Trump had "decisively lost" his debate with Democrat Kamala Harris.

    


Cavuto's contract was coming to an end and while he was offered an extension, he decided to leave, said a person at the network with knowledge of the discussions who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to talk about contracts.


The exit had nothing to do with Trump taking office next month for a second term, the person said.
Cavuto, 66, has stayed on the job despite a number of health issues through the years. He has multiple sclerosis, underwent heart surgery and had bouts of long COVID.

There's no immediate word on who will replace Cavuto at 4 p.m. Eastern on Fox's schedule, a coveted slot before the network's most popular show, "The Five."
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
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Middle East latest: Rights group accuses Israel of genocidal acts in Gaza
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            A military spokesman in Yemen for the Iranian-backed Houthis claimed on Thursday a missile strike on two "specific and sensitive" Israeli military targets.
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            Intense Israeli airstrikes shake Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city
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            A Palestinian child wounded during the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip receives treatment at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian, holds the body of a child killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 14 | 
            Palestinians pray next to the bodies of their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            An Israeli soldier stands guard on the Palestinian side of the Kerem Shalom aid crossing as reporters tour the area in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            An Israeli soldier stands guard on the Palestinian side of the Kerem Shalom aid crossing as reporters tour the area where aid awaits pickup in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)
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            Firefighters work at the scene of an Israeli airstrike on the Haziz power station in southern Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. A series of intense Israeli airstrikes rocked Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday, killing at least nine people, according to officials. This attack came shortly after a Houthi missile targeted central Israel. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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            Smoke rises from the scene of an Israeli airstrike on the Haziz power station in southern Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. A series of intense Israeli airstrikes rocked Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday, killing at least nine people, according to officials. The strikes followed a Houthi missile attack on central Israel. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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            An officer from the home front command military unit and a policeman examine the damage after a large piece of shrapnel from Houthi missile collapsed a school building in Ramat Gan, a suburb of Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - A Palestinian medic holds the body of a child killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip in the morgue at Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            dressed as Santa Claus, walks along a wall next to the Old City of Jerusalem, ahead of the Christmas holiday, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024.(AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            A Syrian man, left, waves a white flag as he approaches Israeli soldiers to negotiate with them, where they set their new position at an abandoned Syrian military base, in Maariyah village near the border with Israel, in southern Syria, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A Palestinian child wounded during the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip receives treatment at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian, holds the body of a child killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    A Palestinian, holds the body of a child killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians pray next to the bodies of their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            An Israeli soldier stands guard on the Palestinian side of the Kerem Shalom aid crossing as reporters tour the area in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            An Israeli soldier stands guard on the Palestinian side of the Kerem Shalom aid crossing as reporters tour the area where aid awaits pickup in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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                                    An Israeli soldier stands guard on the Palestinian side of the Kerem Shalom aid crossing as reporters tour the area where aid awaits pickup in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)
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            Firefighters work at the scene of an Israeli airstrike on the Haziz power station in southern Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. A series of intense Israeli airstrikes rocked Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday, killing at least nine people, according to officials. This attack came shortly after a Houthi missile targeted central Israel. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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                                    Firefighters work at the scene of an Israeli airstrike on the Haziz power station in southern Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. A series of intense Israeli airstrikes rocked Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday, killing at least nine people, according to officials. This attack came shortly after a Houthi missile targeted central Israel. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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            Smoke rises from the scene of an Israeli airstrike on the Haziz power station in southern Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. A series of intense Israeli airstrikes rocked Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday, killing at least nine people, according to officials. The strikes followed a Houthi missile attack on central Israel. (AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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            An officer from the home front command military unit and a policeman examine the damage after a large piece of shrapnel from Houthi missile collapsed a school building in Ramat Gan, a suburb of Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - A Palestinian medic holds the body of a child killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip in the morgue at Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            dressed as Santa Claus, walks along a wall next to the Old City of Jerusalem, ahead of the Christmas holiday, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024.(AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            A Syrian man, left, waves a white flag as he approaches Israeli soldiers to negotiate with them, where they set their new position at an abandoned Syrian military base, in Maariyah village near the border with Israel, in southern Syria, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                        Human Rights Watch on Thursday accused Israel of causing the deaths of thousands of Palestinians by systematically restricting and targeting Gaza's water supply -- in a campaign that amounts to "acts of genocide." 
The New York-based rights group is the latest among a growing number of critics to accuse Israel of genocidal acts in its war in Gaza. Israel vehemently denies the allegations, saying its war is directed at Hamas militants, not Gaza's civilians.
Israeli airstrikes slammed into two schools sheltering displaced Palestinians in Gaza City on Thursday, killing at least 13 people including five children, health officials said. Rescue workers said 30 people were also wounded. Israel said Hamas operated command centers inside the shelters, without providing evidence.
More than 45,000 Palestinians have been killed in 14 months of war in Gaza between Israel and Hamas militants. The Palestinian Health Ministry in Gaza does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but has said more than half of the fatalities are women and children. The war in Gaza was sparked by Hamas' October 2023 attack on southern Israel, which killed 1,200 people.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Middle East latest: Rights group accuses Israel of genocidal acts in Gaza
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports Israeli's defense minister warns Yemen's Houthi rebels against attacks.

    

___
Here's the latest:




Israel bombs 2 shelters in northern Gaza, killing at least 13 Palestinians
GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip -- Israeli airstrikes hit two schools sheltering displaced Palestinians in Gaza City on Thursday, killing at least 13 people, including five children, health officials said.
Associate Press video showed a donkey cart carrying the headless body of a man from the scene after the strikes on the Shaaban al-Rais and Al-Karama schools in the city's in Daraj Tuffah district. At the Ahli Baptist Hospitals where casualties were taken, a dead child was wrapped in a white shroud and another lay next to him, his face covered.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Hospital officials confirmed a toll of 13 dead. Gaza's Civil Defense said at least 30 people were wounded.
The Israeli army acknowledged in a statement that it struck the two schools, saying Hamas operated command centers inside them, without providing evidence. It said it took steps to mitigate the risk of civilian harm.
Tens of thousands of people are sheltering in Gaza City after being displaced by a monthslong Israeli offensive in heavily destroyed areas further north.

    


Blinken says the U.S. is hopeful for a Gaza ceasefire in final days of Biden administration
NEW YORK -- Secretary of State Antony Blinken says the U.S. remains hopeful that a Gaza ceasefire and hostage release deal can be negotiated between Israel and Hamas before the Biden administration leaves office next month.
Blinken said negotiations between the parties are ongoing despite multiple false starts and failed previous efforts. But he would not predict if an agreement was likely.
"We are encouraged because this should happen, and it should happen because Hamas is at a point where the cavalry it thought might come to the rescue isn't coming to the rescue, Hezbollah not coming to the rescue, Iran not coming to the rescue," he said in an interview with MSNBC on Thursday.
Hamas "sought to have a wider war from day one" when it launched attacks in Israel last Oct. 7 but that has not come to pass, Blinken said. "In the absence of that, I think the pressure is on Hamas to finally get to 'yes'. So, we should be able to get there, but look, I think we also have to be very realistic."

    


He noted that CIA director William Burns and national security council official Brett McGurk are currently in the Middle East engaged in negotiations with Qatari, Egyptian and Turkish officials and that both he and national security adviser Jake Sullivan were also recently in the region.
"Everyone is pushing on this," Blinken said. "We want to get it over the finish line. We want to get the hostages home. We want to get a ceasefire so that people can finally have relief in Gaza."

    


Nearly 2,000 Syrian soldiers return from Iraq under a new amnesty program
BEIRUT -- Nearly 2,000 former Syrian army soldiers who fled to Iraq have returned to Syria under an amnesty program, Iraq's security forces said.
The Iraqi government has close ties with neighboring Iran, which was a primary backer of ousted Syrian President Bashar Assad. Baghdad is seeking to build ties with the new Syrian government, after jihadi-led rebels overthrew Assad last week.
On Thursday, more than 1,900 Syrian army personnel crossed back into Syria via the Qaim border crossing, and an additional 36 soldiers had through the Abu Kamal crossing the previous day. 
These returns followed the soldiers' written pledges to abide by the amnesty issued by Syria's current authorities, which grants clemency to former military personnel and transfers them to designated centers, according to a statement from the Security Media Cell, affiliated with Iraq's security forces.
The statement also noted that weapons previously held by the Syrian army remain under the Iraqi Ministry of Defense's custody and will be transferred to Syria's new government once it is established.
More than 4,000 former Syrian army soldiers had fled into Iraq in the wake of Assad's overthrow, according to a local militia official in western Iraq.
Syria's new authorities have set up "reconciliation centers" nationwide where former soldiers must register their names, hand over their weapons if they had not already discarded them, and receive a "reconciliation ID" allowing them the right to move freely and safely in Syria for three months.

    


UN chief says Syria must not miss opportunity for a peaceful political transition
UNITED NATIONS - The United Nations chief says the Syrian people have a long-sought chance to start a peaceful and inclusive political transition leading to democratic elections -- and "the opportunity cannot be missed."
But Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned Thursday that "if the ongoing situation is not managed carefully -- by Syrians themselves, with the support of the international community -- there is a real risk that progress could unravel."
Guterres said the United Nations is mobilizing to facilitate a transition process and U.N. special envoy for Syria, Geir Pedersen, was in Damascus this week urging a broad Syrian dialogue to chart a way forward which he hopes can start "as quickly as possible."
While stability has returned to parts of Syria, he said, there are still significant hostilities in the north and a major threat from Islamic State group extremists in many parts of the country. He also said Israel must end its incursion into the demilitarized buffer zone between the two countries, which violates a 1974 Disengagement Agreement.
With more than 130,000 people missing in Syria, he announced the appointment of Karla Quintana, who led Mexico's commission searching for tens of thousands of people who disappeared, to head of the Independent Institution on Missing Persons in Syria established by the U.N.
Human Rights Watch says Israel's restriction of water supply in Gaza amounts to acts of genocide
NEW YORK -- Human Rights Watch has accused Israel of causing the deaths of thousands of Palestinians by systematically restricting and targeting Gaza's water supply in a campaign that amounted to "acts of genocide." The rights group is the latest among a growing number of critics to accuse Israel of genocidal acts in its war in Gaza. 
In Thursday's report, HRW alleged that countless infants, children and adults have died from malnutrition, dehydration and illness as a result of actions by Israeli authorities over more than a year of war to deliberately cut the flow of water and electricity to Gaza, destroy infrastructure and prevent the distribution of critical supplies.
"As a state policy, these acts constitute a widespread or systematic attack directed against a civilian population. Israeli officials are therefore committing the crime against humanity of extermination," the New York-based group said.
The rights group said the "pattern of conduct" outlined in its report and statements from Israeli officials "may indicate" genocidal intent -- but it did not come down definitively on one side. Under international law, proving intent is key in concluding whether the crime of genocide has been committed.
Israel vehemently denies the allegations, saying its war is directed at Hamas militants, not Gaza's civilians.
"Human Rights Watch is once more spreading its blood libels in order to promote its anti-Israel propaganda," Israel's Foreign Ministry said. It claimed Israel has worked to facilitate the flow of water and humanitarian aid into Gaza throughout the war.
"Israel will continue to ensure humanitarian aid enters Gaza, in full compliance with international law," the statement said.
US-backed force in Syria calls on northern Syrians to fight Turkish troops
DAMASCUS, Syria -- The main U.S.-backed force in Syria has called on residents of a northern town to carry weapons and fight Turkish troops and fighters they back, saying "resistance is the only way to victory."
The statement by the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces came a day after intense fighting between their fighters and Turkey-backed gunmen in the country's northern province of Aleppo, mainly near the border town of Kobani and the Tishrin dam on the Euphrates river.
The SDF said despite U.S. efforts to reduce tension in the area, Turkish troops and fighters they back launched a wide offensive on the area on Wednesday on the area of the dam. It said SDF fighters repelled the attack.
Earlier this week, the SDF said U.S.-led mediation efforts have failed to reach a permanent truce in Syria's north between the force's fighters and Turkish-backed gunmen.
On Tuesday, the SDF suggested the demilitarizing of Kobani and placing the redistribution of security forces under U.S. supervision.
Kobani featured in international headlines a decade ago when it came under a monthslong siege by members of the Islamic State group. SDF fighters broke the siege in early 2015.
Israeli police detain 4 Israelis who crossed illegally into Lebanon
Israel police said Thursday that it detained four Israeli citizens who crossed into Lebanon illegally. The civilians were detained after police received a report from the Israeli army that it had apprehended them inside Lebanese territory.
The police said in a statement that the suspects were being interrogated, and officials will decide on the next steps depending on the findings. 
On Wednesday, the Israeli army acknowledged that a group of Israeli settlers had briefly crossed the border into Lebanon earlier in the week before being removed by troops. The civilians involved in that border breach came from the Uri Tzafon movement, a group calling for Israeli settlement of southern Lebanon. The army called it a "serious incident" and said it was investigating.
Netanyahu says Israel is acting on behalf of the whole world by striking Houthis
JERUSALEM -- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Thursday that Israel was acting "for the entire international community" by attacking the Houthi rebels in Yemen, following deadly Israeli strikes carried out on Yemen overnight.
"They are not only attacking us -- they are attacking the entire world, attacking the international shipping and trade routes. Thus, when Israel acts against the Houthis, it acts for the entire international community," said Netanyahu.
Early Thursday, Israel carried out two waves of airstrikes on ports and power plants in Yemen it said were being used by the Houthi rebels, who have fired over 200 drones and missiles at Israel since the start of the war Oct. 7, 2023.
The airstrikes killed at least nine people, according to the Houthi-controlled satellite channel al-Masirah, and came after a missile fired by the Houthis collapsed a school building in central Israel.
Netanyahu suggested that more Israeli strikes on the Iranian-backed militant group could be coming.
"After Hamas, Hezbollah and the Assad regime in Syria, the Houthis are almost the last remaining arm of Iran's axis of evil," he said. "They are learning and they will learn the hard way, that whoever harms Israel pays a very heavy price for it." 
Israel's defense minister orders military to complete Oct. 7 investigation by January
JERUSALEM -- Israel's defense minister said Thursday he has ordered the military to finish its investigation into what went wrong on Oct. 7, 2023 by January.
In a statement, defense minister Israel Katz said he would halt appointments for new generals until the military finishes its investigation into the failings of that day. Katz said he wanted to read the investigation and understand its findings before choosing new generals.
Hamas militants carried out the deadliest-ever attack on Israeli soil on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people and dragging roughly 250 hostages to Gaza. The attack sparked an Israeli retaliation on Gaza that has killed over 45,000 Palestinians and laid waste to the majority of the territory.
The military has not yet released the full results of its internal investigation. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu -- who appointed Katz -- has cast off calls for a wider investigation, to much public outcry.
Iraq begins to return thousands of former Syrian soldiers 
Baghdad -- Iraqi authorities will begin Thursday to return thousands of former Syrian army soldiers who fled their country, officials said.
Brig. Gen. Muqdad Miri, spokesperson for the Iraqi Interior Ministry and the Security Media Cell, said the soldiers would be returned to Syria via the Al-Qaim border crossing after coordination with Syrian authorities.
A local militia official in western Iraq told the Associated Press earlier that more than 4,000 former Syrian army soldiers had crossed into Iraq after rebel forces in Syria reached Damascus and overthrew the government of Bashar Assad.
The official with the Anbar Tribal Mobilization Forces said the soldiers had turned over their weapons, ammunition and armored vehicles and would be housed in a camp.
The Iraqi government has close ties with Iran, which was formerly one of the primary backers of Assad's government, but Baghdad has now sought to build ties with the new Syrian government.
The new authorities in Syria have set up "reconciliation centers" around the country where former soldiers come to register their names, hand over their weapons if they had not already discarded them, and receive a "reconciliation ID" allowing them the right to move freely and safely in Syria for three months.
6 Palestinians killed
 in the West Bank by an Israeli airstrike and gunfire
JERUSALEM -- An Israeli airstrike and gunfire killed six Palestinians in two refugee camps in the occupied West Bank on Thursday, Palestinian health officials said, in the latest violence to strike the territory.
An airstrike in the Tulkarem refugee camp, a bastion of Palestinian militancy in the northern West Bank, killed four people and wounded three others, the health officials said. Israel's military claimed responsibility for the strike but did not say what it was targeting.
Earlier in the day, Israeli fire killed two people in Balata refugee camp, near the city of Nablus. One was an 80-year-old woman shot in the chest and leg, said health officials. 
Both Hamas and the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade, an armed offshoot of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas' Fatah party, claimed the second person killed, Qusai Sarouji, as a fighter.
Israel's military said it exchanged fire with militants in the area while trying to apprehend a suspect and that "hits were identified." It said it was aware of the reports that "uninvolved civilians present in the area were harmed in the exchange of fire."
Over 800 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire since the Hamas attack Oct. 7, 2023 that kicked off the war in Gaza. Israel has carried out near-daily military raids in the West Bank that it says are aimed at preventing attacks on Israelis, which have also been on the rise.
Israel captured the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war. The Palestinians want all three territories for an independent state. 
Israeli airstrike kills 5, injures 7 in central Gaza Strip
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- An Israeli airstrike hit a house in the central Gaza Strip, killing five people including a boy and two women and injuring seven others early Thursday.
Those killed and injured at the Maghazi refugee camp were transferred to Aqsa Hospital, where officials confirmed the number of fatalities. An Associated Press journalist counted the bodies.
"No place is safe. Neither the tents nor the houses nor any place in the Gaza Strip is safe. It is all targeted. When we go out, we do not expect that we will return," said Um Abed Darweesh, a Maghazi resident.
AP footage showed medics treating a malnourished girl on a hospital bed who was bleeding from the face and severely shaking. The boy who died was transferred from an ambulance to Aqsa hospital's morgue, where people gathered to bid farewell to dead family members.
Outside the hospital, dozens gathered to perform funeral rites for those killed, who were wrapped in white shrouds before they were moved for burial. 
Some gathered at the strike site to pull out those trapped under the rubble of a partially collapsed building, with one person using only a shovel.
Israel's defense minister warns Yemen's Houthis it would 'strike with force' 
Israel's defense minister said Thursday the country would "not allow the continuation" of shooting from Yemen's Houthi rebels, hours after Israel launched heavy airstrikes on rebel sites.
"I suggest the leaders of the Houthi organization to see, to understand and remember, whoever raises a hand against the state of Israel, his hand will be cut off. Whoever harms us will be harmed sevenfold," said Israel Katz, the defense minister.
Israel would "strike with force," Katz said, and "not allow the continuation of this situation of shooting and threats against the state of Israel."
The statement followed a series of intense Israeli airstrikes that shook Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday and killed at least nine people, officials said, shortly after a Houthi missile targeted central Israel and badly damaged a school building.
The Iran-backed Houthis have staged attacks throughout the war on ships in the Red Sea corridor and launched missiles at Israel. The rebels have so far avoided the same level of intense military strikes that have targeted Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon.
Israel strikes Yemen's capital after Houthi missile targets central Israel
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- Israeli airstrikes hit Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city early Thursday and killed at least nine people, officials said, after a Houthi missile targeted central Israel.
Israel said it conducted two waves of strikes in a preplanned operation involving 14 fighter jets and targeting infrastructure at Red Sea ports and in Yemen's rebel-held capital.
Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, an Israeli military spokesman, said the strikes hit targets the Iranian-backed Houthis "have been using in ways that effectively contributed to their military action."
The strikes risk escalating conflict with the Iranian-backed Houthis, whose attacks on the Red Sea corridor have impacted global shipping. The rebels have so far avoided the same level of intense military strikes that have targeted the Palestinian Hamas militant group and Lebanon's Hezbollah.

The Houthi-controlled satellite channel al-Masirah said some of the strikes targeted power stations in the capital, as well as the Ras Isa oil terminal on the Red Sea. The channel, citing its correspondent in the port city of Hodeida, said at least seven people were killed at the nearby port of Salif, while another two were killed at Ras Isa.
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            Reform UK leader Nigel Farage speaks during the New York Young Republican Club's annual gala at Cipriani Wall Street, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            President-elect Donald Trump listens to Elon Musk as he arrives to watch SpaceX's mega rocket Starship lift off for a test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Nov. 19, 2024. (Brandon Bell/Pool via AP, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- It's a photo that sent a tremor through British politics: Elon Musk flanked by British politician Nigel Farage and a wealthy backer, in front of a gilt-framed painting of a young Donald Trump.
Taken this week at Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida, the image suggested that Musk, a key player in the incoming U.S. administration, could soon turn his disruptive attention to the U.K.
Farage, Trump's highest-profile British champion, confirmed talks are underway about Musk making a hefty donation to Farage's party Reform U.K. The Times of London reported it could be as much as $100 million, which would be far and away the largest political donation in U.K. history. The reports have sparked calls for Britain's rules on political donations to be tightened -- quickly.
"We did discuss money," Farage told broadcaster GB News after the meeting with Musk. "That's a negotiation we will go back and have again. He is not against giving us money. He hasn't fully decided whether he will."

    


Britain has strict limits on how much political parties can spend on elections, but they can accept unlimited donations, as long as the donors are U.K. voters or companies registered in Britain. Musk's social network X has a British arm, Twitter U.K. Ltd., with a registered address in London.




Critics say that is a loophole that allows foreign influence in U.K. politics. The voting watchdog, the Electoral Commission, is calling for changes including limiting the amount a company can donate, so that it can't put in more money than it earns in Britain.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's crucial that U.K. voters have trust in the financing of our political system," the commission's chief executive Vijay Rangarajan told The Guardian. "The system needs strengthening, and we have been calling for changes to the law since 2013, to protect the electoral system from foreign interference."

    


Britain's center-left Labour Party pledged during the summer election campaign to tighten the rules on political donations, though legislation is not scheduled in the coming year. Prime Minister Keir Starmer's spokesman Dave Pares said Wednesday that work is already underway to "reinforce existing safeguards" against "impermissible proxy donations."
Both the Labour government and the right-of-center opposition Conservatives are trying to figure out how to deal with Musk, who has taken a keen interest in the U.K. - and seemingly formed a strong dislike for Starmer.
Musk often posts on X about the U.K., retweeting criticism of Starmer and the hashtag TwoTierKeir - shorthand for an unsubstantiated claim that Britain has "two-tier policing," with far-right protesters treated more harshly than pro-Palestinian or Black Lives Matter demonstrators. Musk has compared British attempts to weed out online misinformation to the Soviet Union, and during summer anti-immigrant violence across the U.K. tweeted that "civil war is inevitable."
Farage has echoed some of those themes in his own social media output and his party's anti-"woke" agenda, which includes pledges to slash immigration, scrap green-energy targets and leave the European Convention on Human Rights.

    


Founded in 2021, Reform U.K. is the latest in a string of small hard-right parties led by Farage that have had limited electoral success, but an outsized influence on British politics. Farage's opposition to the European Union helped push the country toward voting in 2016 to leave the bloc, a seismic political and economic break with the U.K.'s nearest neighbors.
Reform U.K. won just five of the 650 seats in the House of Commons in July's election, but came second in dozens more and secured 14% of the vote. Now it is pushing for fast growth, trying to professionalize its previously ramshackle organization and holding gatherings around the U.K. to recruit new members.
Farage, a strong communicator who has embraced TikTok and other platforms, aims to emulate Trump's success in using the power of personality and social media to reach the "bro vote" -- young men who are traditionally less likely to turn out at election time.

    


Farage told GB News that Musk has "already given me considerable help - understanding the process from start to finish, reaching disaffected communities who frankly feel there's no point voting for anybody."
The electoral power of social media was on show recently in Romania, where far-right candidate Calin Georgescu  came from nowhere to win the first round of the presidential election in November, aided in part by a flood of TikTok videos promoting his campaign. Amid allegations that Russia had organized the social media campaign to back Georgescu, Romania's Constitutional Court canceled the presidential election runoff two days before it was due to take place.
With Britain's Conservative Party trying to recover from its worst election result since 1832, Farage dreams of making Reform the main opposition - or even the government -- after the next election, due by 2029.

    


That's a long shot, but Rob Ford, professor of political science at the University of Manchester, said a big donation from Musk could have "disruptive potential in all sorts of ways."
He said Musk's money would give Reform "the opportunity to try and build up a serious campaign organization, which is something that they have generally lacked."

"It's certainly adding a new joker to the pack of cards in British politics," Ford said. "We've had no shortage of surprising developments here in the past few years. And maybe this is the next one."
___
A previous version of this story incorrectly gave the reported amount of the donation as 100 million pounds. It is $100 million.
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, speaks with European Council President Antonio Costa as they arrive for an EU summit at the European Council building in Brussels, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy leaves the podium after addressing a media conference during an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy arrives for a round table meeting during an EU summit in Brussels on Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Johanna Geron, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, right, and European Council President Antonio Costa arrives for a round table meeting during an EU summit in Brussels on Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Johanna Geron, Pool Photo via AP)
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, right, and European Council President Antonio Costa attend a round table meeting during an EU summit in Brussels on Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Johanna Geron, Pool Photo via AP)
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            From left, Netherland's Prime Minister Dick Schoof, Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni and Cypriot President Nikos Christodoulides during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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            Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz, center, speaks with European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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            Luxembourg's Prime Minister Luc Frieden speaks with the media as he arrives for an EU summit at the European Council building in Brussels, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 10 | 
            Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico, center, arrives for a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- European Union leaders insisted on Thursday that no decisions can be taken about the future of war-ravaged Ukraine without its consent or behind the backs of its partners in Europe, barely a month before U.S. President-elect Donald Trump takes office.
Ukraine's position is precarious more than 1,000 days into the war. Russia continues to make gains on the battlefield, pushing the front line gradually westward despite suffering heavy casualties. Ukraine's energy network is in tatters and military recruits are hard to find.
In a show of solidarity at a summit in Brussels with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, many EU leaders repeated a variation of what has become a common mantra -- nothing about Ukraine without Ukraine, nothing about security in Europe without Europeans.
Trump returns to the White House on Jan. 20 having promised to end the war in Ukraine quickly and talked up his relationship with Russian President Vladimir Putin. Many Europeans are concerned that it might result in a poor deal for Ukraine.

    


The other big worry is that Putin will use any interregnum to rearm and cause more strife.




Rumors are swirling in Europe about possible peace talks in early 2025, and whether European peacekeepers might be needed to enforce any settlement, but the leaders are trying to keep a lid on speculation about what they are prepared to do so as not to tip their hand to Russia.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The priority now, they say, must be to strengthen Ukraine's hand, should Zelenskyy decide it's time to negotiate.
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said it's important to "ensure long-term aid to Ukraine -- it must be clear that we are prepared to enable support as long as it is needed." Air defense, artillery and ammunition are high on the list, he told reporters.
Asked about Trump, Scholz said that his impression from talking to the president-elect "is that good cooperation between Europe and the U.S. is possible." He said that "the principle is always: no decisions over Ukrainians' heads, and that of course means over those of the European states."

    


Luxembourg Prime Minister Luc Frieden had a similar message. 
"We need to stand with Ukraine, and every step ... needs to be taken with Ukraine and in the presence of the European Union. The future of Ukraine is decided in Europe and not elsewhere," he said.
Dutch Prime Minister Dick Schoof underlined that only Ukraine can determine the conditions for talks, "and it is not for us to talk about that. At the moment, Ukraine has not yet indicated that they are prepared to do so."
Zelenskyy said Kyiv needs the EU and U.S. to stay united next year, saying that "only together the United States and Europe can stop Putin and save Ukraine." He said that the only effective security guarantee remains NATO membership.
Asked for details about what options are being discussed with the Europeans, Zelenskyy said he could not comment. "There are no decisions about it. There is some will ... political will, and understanding that Putin is dangerous, and total understanding that he will not stop on Ukraine," he said.

    


It's difficult to predict what Trump might do, and whether history might be a reliable guide.
Under his previous presidency, in 2020, the United States inked a deal on a military withdrawal from Afghanistan directly with the strongest player -- the Taliban insurgents -- mostly playing down the concerns of the Afghan government and president.
The chaotic exit in 2021, finally ordered by U.S. President Joe Biden, humiliated Washington and its allies in NATO as the Afghan security forces they had trained for years and invested billions in collapsed and the Taliban swept to power.
In Ukraine, the 27-nation EU has provided at least as much support -- more than 180 billion euros ($187 billion) since Russia began its full-fledged invasion almost three years ago -- as the United States.

But while the world's biggest trading bloc can probably continue to prop up Ukraine's ravaged economy, the EU is almost certainly unlikely to be able provide the military backing that the country's armed forces would require to prevail.
___
Raf Casert in Brussels, and Geir Moulson in Berlin, contributed to this report.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The former chief advisor to New York City Mayor Eric Adams surrendered Thursday to face corruption charges in the latest blow to the administration of a mayor under indictment amid investigations into multiple aides and allies.
Ingrid Lewis-Martin, who resigned Sunday from her role as one of the most powerful officials in City Hall, was seen entering the lower Manhattan office of District Attorney Alvin Bragg early Thursday morning.
Bragg and the commissioner of the city's watchdog Department of Investigation, Jocelyn Strauber, have scheduled a news conference for Thursday afternoon. The topic was not announced, but two people familiar with the matter told The Associated Press that Lewis-Martin was expected to be arraigned Thursday afternoon on charges brought by Bragg's office.
The people were not authorized to publicly discuss details of the case and spoke to the AP on the condition of anonymity. The specific charges against Lewis-Martin were not publicly announced.

    


Messages seeking comment were left Thursday with the district attorney's office and with Lewis-Martin's attorney, Arthur Aidala.




The Department of Investigation declined comment on Wednesday.
Aidala told reporters this week that Lewis-Martin was expected to face criminal charges related to alleged improper gifts.
Lewis-Martin said Monday that she was being "falsely accused" and that she had "not made any arrangements in advance to take any gifts or money, or to have any gifts or money given to a family member or friend in order for me to do my job."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Adams administration has been roiled by criminal investigations. The mayor, a Democrat, has pleaded not guilty to charges of conspiracy, wire fraud and bribery in an unrelated federal case scheduled for trial next April.
Lewis-Martin, 63, has been one of the mayor's closest confidants, serving in senior roles as Adams ascended the ranks of government in New York over nearly two decades.

    


Prosecutors met her at an airport in New York in September as she was getting off a flight from Japan. The federal prosecutors served her with a subpoena while Manhattan prosecutors took her phones and searched her home.
Adams was charged in September with accepting luxury travel perks and illegal campaign contributions from a Turkish official and other foreign nationals looking to buy his influence. That investigation became public late last year after federal agents searched the home of the mayor's top fundraiser, Brianna Suggs. Lewis-Martin has referred to Suggs as her goddaughter.

Since then, the Adams administration has been enveloped by a series of searches and seizures from investigators, leading to the resignations of top officials, including his police commissioner, schools chancellor, multiple deputy mayors and his director of Asian affairs.
__________
Associated Press writer Karen Matthews contributed.
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German lawmakers back plan to protect supreme court against meddling by authoritarians, extremists
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                    Andreas Vosskuhle, fourth from right, President of the German constitutional court announced the decision of Germany's highest court to upheld a ban on strikes by civil servants, in Karlsruhe, Germany, Tuesday, June 12, 2018. (AP Photo/Sebastian Gollnow, Pool, File)
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- German lawmakers on Thursday approved legislation designed to protect the country's highest court against possible future manipulation or obstruction by authoritarian or extremist politicians.
Officials have cited experiences in Poland, Hungary and elsewhere as illustrating the need to bolster the Federal Constitutional Court. The measure was drawn up by the three parties in the governing coalition that collapsed last month and the mainstream conservative opposition.
In what is expected to be one of its last sessions before it is dissolved ahead of an early election in February, parliament's lower house, or Bundestag, backed the plan by 600 votes to 69.
The legislation is set to anchor the court's ground rules in the constitution. That means a two-thirds parliamentary majority would be required to change them in the future, rather than a simple majority.

    


"We see when we look abroad that, when autocrats come to power, they almost always first turn against the effectiveness and independence of justice," Interior Minister Nancy Faeser told lawmakers.
She named no countries, but backers have pointed to Poland in particular as a cautionary tale. That country's former nationalist conservative government moved to establish control over the Constitutional Tribunal. 




Germany's Federal Constitutional Court, based in the southwestern city of Karlsruhe, is frequently called on to act as the ultimate arbiter over policy. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It has two panels of eight judges each, who serve a single 12-year term. Those requirements are to be anchored in the constitution, as are the upper age limit of 68 for justices and other rules. 
The far-right Alternative for Germany party, which has been polling at up to 20% in recent surveys, argues that mainstream parties are simply trying to cement their own influence over the court.
Half of its justices are elected by the Bundestag and the other half by parliament's upper house, which represents Germany's 16 state governments. Candidates are proposed by political parties and need a two-thirds majority to be elected, which is meant to ensure balance and effectively rules out highly polarizing figures.

The reform also includes a workaround in the case of "obstructive minorities" blocking the election of justices. That would enable the Bundestag to elect judges if the upper house fails to, or vice versa.
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Swedish police to go aboard Chinese ship that was seen near Baltic cable ruptures
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                    The Chinese ship, the bulk carrier Yi Peng 3 is anchored in the sea of Kattegat, near the city of Grenaa in Jutland, Denmark, Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024. (Mikkel Berg Pedersen/Ritzau Scanpix via AP, File)
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                                        STOCKHOLM (AP) -- Swedish police said Thursday they would participate as observers as Chinese authorities conduct investigations aboard a China-flagged ship  in the Baltic Sea that was seen in an area where two undersea data cables were damaged last month.
Sweden's prime minister said at the end of November that his country had formally asked China to cooperate in explaining the cable rupture, which took place in Swedish waters.
Swedish, Finnish and Lithuanian authorities are investigating the rupture of the two cables, and Germany's defense minister has said that he suspects sabotage.
The Yi Peng 3, a bulk carrier, has been moored between Sweden and Denmark.
In a statement, Swedish police said that "representatives of the Chinese authorities are conducting investigations aboard the vessel and have invited the Swedish authorities to take part in an observer role" on Thursday. 


    


They did not elaborate on the nature of the Chinese investigations, but said that they are not part of the police investigation and the Swedish police authority would not conduct "investigative measures" of its own aboard the ship. Sweden's Accident Investigation Authority is also taking part. 
Danish authorities are facilitating the visit, according to Swedish police.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/sweden-china-baltic-data-cables-ship-yipeng3-b2de529bc7628f9ee46700f8c0d165ff



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Romania's political tumult continues as leftist party leaves talks to form pro-European coalition
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            A man waves the Romanian flag outside the closed voting station where Calin Georgescu, an independent candidate for president who won the first round of presidential elections, was supposed to vote, after Romania's Constitutional Court annulled the first round of presidential elections, in Mogosoaia, Romania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)
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            Romanian Prime Minister Marcel Ciolacu, of the Social Democratic Party or PSD, watches exit polls in the country's parliamentary elections, in Bucharest, Romania, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexandru Dobre)
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            Calin Georgescu, an independent candidate for president who won the first round of presidential elections, speaks to media outside a voting station demanding to be allowed to vote after Romania's Constitutional Court annulled the first round of presidential elections, in Mogosoaia, Romania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)
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                                        BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) -- Romania's leftist Social Democratic Party on Thursday withdrew from negotiations to form a pro-European coalition government, extending political turmoil that has gripped the European Union country after a top court annulled a presidential election.
Prime Minister Marcel Ciolacu of the PSD, which won the most votes in the parliamentary election on Dec. 1, said his party was abandoning negotiations with three traditional parties after a fraught negotiation process failed.
"We will vote in Parliament for a right-wing government," he said in a Facebook post. "We are doing this because this country urgently needs a government to manage current issues until the upcoming presidential elections."
The PSD had agreed to form a majority coalition with the center-right National Liberal Party, or PNL, the reformist Save Romania Union party, USR, and the small ethnic Hungarian UDMR party, which aimed to shut out far-right nationalists who made significant parliamentary gains.

    


Without the PSD, the three other parties don't have enough seats to form a majority government. 
The parliamentary election came on the heels of a presidential vote in which the far-right outsider Calin Georgescu won the first round. His surprise success plunged the EU and NATO member country into turmoil as allegations of electoral violations and Russian interference emerged.




Days before the Dec. 8 presidential runoff, the Constitutional Court made the unprecedented move to annul the presidential race. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
President Klaus Iohannis, whose second term was set to expire this month, said a new date for the rerun presidential election would be set once a new government has taken office.
"You cannot build anything lasting with partners who are incapable of overcoming their own egos and ideological cliches," Ciolacu said.
Cristian Andrei, a political consultant based in Bucharest, says the PSD's withdrawal is a "crisis within crisis" and is likely due to tough economic decisions needed to address Romania's large budget deficit.


    


"No party of the new coalition likes to be part of a cabinet that needs to freeze pensions and public wages," he told The Associated Press. "This crisis will fuel further discontent with the mainstream parties and is probably already endangering the chances for a pro-European candidate in the rerun of the presidential elections."
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            In this handout photo released by Thailand Foreign Ministry, from left to right, India Foreign Secretary of Ministry of External Affairs Vikram Misri, Bangladesh Advisor for Foreign Affairs to Interim Government Touhid Hossain, Myanmar Foreign Minister Than Swe, Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa, Laos Foreign Minister Thongsavanh Phomvihane, and China Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Sun Weidong pose for a family photo before the six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Thailand Foreign Ministry via AP)
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            Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa talks to reporters during a press conference after attending a six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with talks between foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Chatkla Samnaingjam)
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            In this released handout photo released by Thailand Foreign Ministry, Bangladesh Advisor for Foreign Affairs to Interim Government Touhid Hossain attends the six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Thailand Foreign Ministry via AP)
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            Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa arrives for a press conference after attending a six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with talks between foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Chatkla Samnaingjam)
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            Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa talks to reporters during a press conference after attending a six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with talks between foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Chatkla Samnaingjam)
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            In this handout photo released by Thailand Foreign Ministry, China Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Sun Weidong, left, shakes hands with Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa, before meeting in the six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with talks between foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Thailand Foreign Ministry via AP)
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            Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa talks to reporters during a press conference after attending a six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with talks between foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Chatkla Samnaingjam)
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            In this handout photo released by Thailand Foreign Ministry, India Foreign Secretary of Ministry of External Affairs Vikram Misri, left, attends a six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with talks between foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Thailand Foreign Ministry via AP)
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            In this released handout photo released by Thailand Foreign Ministry, Bangladesh Advisor for Foreign Affairs to Interim Government Touhid Hossain attends the six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Thailand Foreign Ministry via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8

                                    
                                    In this released handout photo released by Thailand Foreign Ministry, Bangladesh Advisor for Foreign Affairs to Interim Government Touhid Hossain attends the six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Thailand Foreign Ministry via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 8 | 
            Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa arrives for a press conference after attending a six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with talks between foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Chatkla Samnaingjam)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8

                                    
                                    Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa arrives for a press conference after attending a six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with talks between foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Chatkla Samnaingjam)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa talks to reporters during a press conference after attending a six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with talks between foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Chatkla Samnaingjam)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8

                                    
                                    Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa talks to reporters during a press conference after attending a six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with talks between foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Chatkla Samnaingjam)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 8 | 
            In this handout photo released by Thailand Foreign Ministry, China Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Sun Weidong, left, shakes hands with Thailand's Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa, before meeting in the six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with talks between foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Thailand Foreign Ministry via AP)
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            In this handout photo released by Thailand Foreign Ministry, India Foreign Secretary of Ministry of External Affairs Vikram Misri, left, attends a six-country informal consultation to discuss ways in addressing shared concerns, with talks between foreign ministers from Myanmar, China, India, Laos and Bangladesh, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Thailand Foreign Ministry via AP)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Two days of meetings on Myanmar 's violent political crisis began Thursday in the Thai capital Bangkok, the latest in a long series of regional talks that have made no headway in restoring peace to the war-torn Southeast Asian nation.
Myanmar has been wracked by violence since its army in February 2021 ousted the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi and violently repressed peaceful pro-democracy protests, leading to the establishment of an armed resistance movement. The military government has used harsh tactics, including air strikes, to suppress its opponents, but the war has only became fiercer, especially in the past year.
Thursday's discussions were attended by foreign ministers and high-level representatives from Myanmar and its neighbors, Laos, China, India, Bangladesh and host Thailand. Thai Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa described their talks as important because it was the first time that Myanmar and all five of its neighbors had met together.

    


Myanmar's neighbors, fearing regional destabilization, particularly the massive movement of refugees from the fighting, have made numerous efforts to promote a peaceful solution to the crisis.




The 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations, ASEAN, has taken the lead in efforts to restore peace in Myanmar. Its members, excepting Myanmar, will hold talks in Bangkok on Friday.
ASEAN in early 2021 agreed on a "five-point consensus" for peace, but the military leadership in Myanmar did virtually nothing to implement it, frustrating the group's fellow members to the extent they have barred leading members of Myanmar's ruling military from attending their meetings.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The peace plan calls for the immediate cessation of violence in Myanmar, a dialogue among all concerned parties, mediation by an ASEAN special envoy, provision of humanitarian aid through ASEAN channels, and a visit to Myanmar by the special envoy to meet all concerned parties.

    


Only a very limited Thai-led effort of providing cross-border aid came to fruition. Thailand is widely seen as taking a conciliatory attitude toward Myanmar's military government, which is condemned by many countries for its brutal war and suppression of democracy.
The six nations attending Thursday's meeting "agreed that direct engagement with Myanmar is critical and necessary," said Thailand's Maris. "They see the value of meeting regularly. And they share the same understanding, more so than other countries, because they are direct neighbors directly impacted by the situation in Myanmar."
Thai officials said Thursday's talks "were held in a friendly and cordial atmosphere, with a frank and constructive exchange of views, in areas related to border security and combatting transnational crime, particularly illicit drugs and online scams. "
They said Myanmar Foreign Minister Than Swe informed them about the military government's political roadmap, focused on elections planned for next year.
Critics of the Myanmar government of Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing have expressed dissatisfaction at conciliatory approaches to his regime.

    


"Rather than 'two-track' diplomacy, Thailand is engaging in two-faced diplomacy - signing up to ASEAN statements seeking to condemn and isolate the junta, while at the same time quietly attempting to usher the junta back into the regional fold," said Patrick Phongsathorn, senior advocacy specialist at Fortify Rights, a human rights group specializing in Myanmar affairs.

"As the junta's atrocities escalate, the effects of which have had a massive regional spill-over, ASEAN must be steadfast in its rejection of Min Aung Hlaing and his cabal and any attempt to solidify their position through the sham elections planned for next year," he said.
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            South Korea's Prime Minister Han Duck-soo, who became the country's acting leader after parliament's impeachment of President Yoon Suk Yeol, speaks during a meeting at the government complex in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Han sang-kyun/Yonhap via AP)
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            Supporters for impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally against his impeachment near the Seoul Central District Court in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. The signs read "Oppose the impeachment and Arrest opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Members of civic groups shout slogans during a news conference demanding the arrest of President Yoon Suk Yeol near the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. The letters read "Immediately arrest Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Seok Dong-hyeon, a lawyer and spokesperson for South Korea's impeached President Yoon Suk Yeol's emerging legal team, speaks during a media briefing at his office in Seoul, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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        South Korea's acting leader vetoes opposition-sponsored bills, deepening political strife
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            South Korea's Prime Minister Han Duck-soo, who became the country's acting leader after parliament's impeachment of President Yoon Suk Yeol, speaks during a meeting at the government complex in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Han sang-kyun/Yonhap via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6

                                    
                                    South Korea's Prime Minister Han Duck-soo, who became the country's acting leader after parliament's impeachment of President Yoon Suk Yeol, speaks during a meeting at the government complex in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Han sang-kyun/Yonhap via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            Supporters for impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally against his impeachment near the Seoul Central District Court in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. The signs read "Oppose the impeachment and Arrest opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's acting leader on Thursday vetoed a spate of contentious bills sponsored by the main opposition party, deepening political strife in the wake of parliament's impeachment of President Yoon Suk Yeol.
The ruling and opposition parties have been bickering over how much authority Prime Minister Han Duck-soo, the country's No. 2 official, has assumed since the opposition-controlled National Assembly last Saturday voted to suspend Yoon's presidential powers over his short-lived Dec. 3 martial law. The Constitutional Court is to determine whether to formally dismiss the conservative Yoon as president or reinstate him.
Law enforcement authorities are also separately investigating whether Yoon's martial law enforcement amounted to rebellion. Yoon's defense minister, police chief and several other military commanders have already been arrested over the case. The main liberal opposition Democratic Party earlier considered impeaching Han as well for failing to stop Yoon's martial law declaration, but shelved the idea after he became acting leader.

    


Four of the six bills vetoed by Han were meant to introduce greater state financial assistance programs for the country's agriculture and fisheries industries.




The most contentious bill is the Grain Management Act, which would require the government to buy surplus rice if the price drops too sharply to protect the country's farming industry and promote its food sovereignty. Han said the bill would cause "immense" financial burdens on the government and eventually lead to further drops in rice prices.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Another controversial bill is the National Assembly Testimony Appraisal Act, which would give lawmakers more power to request people to attend parliament hearings and submit documents. Under the proposed legislation, individuals could no longer decline such requests by citing the protection of trade secrets or personal information.

    


The Democratic Party said the bill is necessary to determine the full details of Yoon's martial law decree. But Han said the bill would likely infringe upon people's privacy and that there are concerns among business leaders that key technology and company secrets could be leaked.
"I'm heavy-hearted because I've asked the National Assembly to discuss and act on the six bills again at a time when we desperately need cooperation among the government and the ruling and opposition parties," Han said in televised comments at the start of a Cabinet Council meeting on Thursday. "But the government should make a responsible decision that prioritizes the principles of the Constitution and the future of our country."
Democratic lawmaker and spokesperson Noh Jongmyun quickly criticized Han, warning him "not to cross a line," adding, "We'll immediately drag him down if he's found to have collaborated with the rebellion."
Han's office later sent formal documents on his vetoes to the National Assembly. To enact a bill vetoed by a president, the parliament needs support from two-thirds of its 300 lawmakers. The Democratic Party and other small opposition parties together hold 192 seats.

    


Observers earlier speculated the Democratic Party would reconsider impeaching Han if he vetoed the bills. 
Another source of contention between the rival parties is whether Han has the right to appoint three vacant justices' seats at the Constitutional Court, as filling the vacancies could affect the court's decision on Yoon.
The martial law enactment lasted only six hours, but it caused huge political turmoil in South Korea and set off alarms from its neighbors and diplomatic partners. Yoon sent hundreds of troops and police officers to the National Assembly to block its vote on his decree. But many lawmakers managed to enter a parliament hall and unanimously voted it down, forcing Yoon's Cabinet to lift it.
Yoon has defended his decree as an act of governance, saying it was a warning to the Democratic Party, which he said has been using its parliamentary majority to obstruct his agenda.

    


Meeting with foreign media on Thursday, Seok Dong-hyeon, a lawyer and spokesperson for Yoon's emerging legal team, echoed Yoon's assertion that his short-lived power grab didn't amount to a rebellion. Seok said Yoon did not intend to paralyze the parliament and denied claims the president ordered the military to arrest his political opponents, including Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung.
"Regarding the charges of rebellion, he never even thought about it, so he cannot possibly agree to such an accusation," Seok said.
"What kind of a rebellion is announced through a press conference broadcast to citizens, media and the whole world, as if he was saying, 'I'm now about to commit a rebellion?'" Seok said. "When the National Assembly followed the constitutional procedure to lift martial law after two or three hours, we abided by that procedure."


    


He said Yoon may appear in the Constitutional Court to directly defend his case. When asked whether Yoon would continue to ignore law enforcement's requests to question him and search his office, Seok declined to give a specific answer, saying these matters would be handled by Yoon's legal team, which he said is nearly assembled.
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US repatriates 3 Guantanamo Bay detainees, including one held 17 years without charge
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                    In this April 17, 2019, photo, reviewed by U.S. military officials, the control tower is seen through the razor wire inside the Camp VI detention facility in Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, Cuba. The U.S. has repatriated a Kenya man held for 17 years without charge at the U.S. military prison in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The move leaves 15 other men still waiting for release from Guantanamo after being cleared of wrongdoing after long detentions. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. has transferred two Malaysian detainees at the Guantanamo Bay U.S. military prison to their home country, after they pleaded guilty to charges related to deadly 2002 bombings in Bali and agreed to testify against the alleged ringleader of that and other attacks, the Pentagon said Wednesday.
The transfers, and the repatriation Tuesday of a Kenyan man who'd been held at Guantanamo for 17 years without charge, come as rights groups and others push the Biden administration to end the detention of more than a dozen other men held there without charge, and amid uncertainty over the incoming Trump administration's plans for Guantanamo.
Prosecutors say Mohammed Farik bin Amin and Mohammed Nazir bin Lep worked for years with Encep Nurjaman, known as Hambali, an Indonesian leader of al-Qaida affiliate Jemaah Islamiya. That includes helping Nurjaman escape capture after Oct. 12, 2002 bombings that killed 202 people at two night spots in Bali, U.S. officials said.

    


The two men entered guilty pleas to conspiracy and other charges in January. Their transfer comes after they provided testimony that prosecutors plan to use in the future against Nurjaman, the alleged mastermind, the Pentagon said in a statement.




Nurjaman is in custody in Guantanamo awaiting resumption of pre-trial hearings in January involving the Bali bombings and other attacks.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The two Malaysian men's transfers leave 27 detainees in custody at the U.S. naval base in Guantanamo Bay. President George W. Bush set up a military tribunal and prison after the Sept. 11, 2001 al-Qaida attacks on the U.S. 
Bin Lep's Texas-based lawyer Brian Bouffard said it was unclear when his client might be released into the Malaysian community.
"I know that he will be monitored by Malaysian authorities. There's not going to be any opportunity for him to get in trouble even if he were inclined to want to get in trouble. That's not what he wants," Bouffard said.

    


Malaysian Home Affairs Minister Saifuddin Nasution Ismail said in a statement the pair would undergo a comprehensive reintegration program that would include support in social services, welfare and health. 
Malaysian police said in a statement the men returned to their homeland on Wednesday and would remain in custody for the duration of a rehabilitation program. Police did not say how long their incarceration would last.
Both were grateful to be back in Malaysia and committed to the rehabilitation process, police said.
Of the 202 killed in the attack, 88 were Australians. Australian survivors and victims' families were critical of the prospect of the Malaysians being freed.
A bomb killed two members of Tim Weatherald's Australian rules football team who he had been on vacation with in Bali.
"The thing for me is they showed no remorse. From my point of view, if they showed a bit of remorse, and a bit of care but they almost seem proud of what they have done. So I have no issue with them not ever seeing the light of day again," he said.
Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong's office said in a statement she had conveyed to the United States and Malaysia "our close interest in this matter."

    


"While the arrangements for the transfer are a matter for the Malaysian and U.S. governments, we have sought assurances from the Malaysian government that the individuals will be subject to ongoing supervision and monitoring," the statement said.
At peak, Guantanamo detained hundreds of men, most Muslim, in the U.S. military's "war on terror" after the Sept. 11 attacks.
Just two of the men at Guantanamo are serving sentences. U.S. prosecution of seven others currently facing charges has been slowed by legal obstacles -- including those presented by the torture of the men in their first years under CIA custody -- and logistical difficulties. 
On Tuesday, U.S. authorities repatriated a Kenyan man, Mohammed Abdul Malik Bajabu, after 17 years at Guantanamo without charge. 
His release leaves 15 other never-charged men awaiting release. The U.S. says it is searching for suitable countries willing to take them. Many are from Yemen, a country split by war and dominated by an Iranian-allied militant group.


    


Amnesty International urged President Joe Biden to end the detention of those never-charged men before he leaves office. If not, the rights group said in a statement, "he will continue to bear responsibility for the abhorrent practice of indefinite detention without charge or trial by the U.S. government."
___
Associated Press writers Rod McGuirk in Melbourne, Australia, and Eileen Ng in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/guantanamo-bay-kenya-detainee-al-qaida-september-11-f338868542168098fb19bce9373b6720



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Rudy Giuliani ordered to appear at contempt hearing in January over failure to give up assets
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                    Rudy Giuliani speaks to reporters as he leaves the federal courthouse in New York, Nov. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A federal judge on Wednesday ordered Rudy Giuliani to appear in court in early January to face claims that he should be held in contempt for failing to turn over assets including a New York apartment lease and a signed Joe DiMaggio shirt to two Georgia election poll workers who won a libel case against him.
Judge Lewis J. Liman in Manhattan signed the order calling for the former New York City mayor and onetime personal lawyer to President-elect Donald Trump to appear before him on Jan. 3.
Lawyers for the election workers who won a $148 million defamation judgment said in court papers that Giuliani has failed to turn over the lease to the apartment, a Mercedes, various watches and jewelry, a signed Joe DiMaggio shirt and other baseball mementos, among other items.
Giuliani also faces a trial Jan. 16 before Liman over the disposition of his Florida residence and World Series rings.

    


In October, Liman ordered Giuliani to turn over many of his prized possessions to the poll workers. Giuliani's lawyers have predicted that Giuliani will eventually win custody of the items on appeal.




One of the attorneys, Joseph Cammarata, said he was confident that Giuliani would prevail at the contempt hearing, which he described as "another act of lawfare" imposed by the election workers' counsel. 
"Their mission is to destroy Mayor Giuliani," the emailed statement continued. "We look forward to deposing the Plaintiffs and prevailing at trial."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The contempt hearing follows a contentious November hearing in which Giuliani, a former federal prosecutor, became angry at the judge and said Liman was treating him unfairly.
"The implication I've been not diligent about it is totally incorrect," Giuliani said in a scolding tone as he described his efforts to obtain a replacement of the title to the car. "The implication you make is against me and every implication against me is wrong."

    


At the hearing, Liman warned Giuliani's lawyers that Giuliani would not be allowed to interrupt a hearing again.
"He's not going to be permitted to speak and the court will take action," the judge said.
Giuliani was found liable last year for defaming the two Georgia poll workers by falsely accusing them of tampering with ballots during the 2020 presidential election.

The women said they faced death threats after Giuliani falsely claimed they sneaked in ballots in suitcases, counted ballots multiple times and tampered with voting machines.
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A trailing North Carolina Supreme Court candidate asks the court to get involved in his race
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                    North Carolina Supreme Court Associate Justice Allison Riggs speaks to reporters after the State Board of Elections dismissed protests filed by her Republican opponent in last month's court election and by three GOP legislative candidates on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024 in Raleigh, N.C. (AP Photo/Gary D. Robertson)
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- A trailing candidate in a very close election for the North Carolina Supreme Court asked that court on Wednesday to step in and prevent election officials from counting in his race over 60,000 ballots that he argues weren't lawfully cast. 
Jefferson Griffin, a Republican member of the Court of Appeals, filed the intervention request with the Supreme Court in his race with Democratic Associate Justice Allison Riggs. After recounts and protest hearings initiated by Griffin and other GOP candidates, Riggs leads Griffin by 734 votes out of over 5.5 million ballots cast for the Nov. 5 election. The Associated Press has not yet called the race. 
The State Board of Elections last week voted to dismiss the protests. Usually the next step for a dissatisfied trailing candidate seeking to prevent the board from issuing a certification of election to their rival is to appeal to Wake County Superior Court. Riggs has declared herself the winner and his campaign has said that Griffin should concede.

    


But Griffin went to the Supreme Court instead and asked the justices to rule by this coming Monday on his request to prevent a certificate from being issued to Riggs and to suspend the 10-day deadline to file an appeal in Wake County court. 




Griffin's attorneys said the delay will give the justices time to consider his arguments why three categories of ballots cast should not be counted in his race with Riggs. Five Republicans are on the seven-member Supreme Court, which has been a partisan flash point in the state over the past two years in court battles involving redistricting, photo voter identification and other voting rights.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The state Democratic Party sued earlier this month in federal court, seeking to prevent the board from throwing out the ballots, which it says would violate the U.S. Constitution and election laws. Democratic officials have said they fear the Supreme Court could ultimately side with Republicans and remove the challenged ballots, threatening a Riggs victory. Going straight to the Supreme Court with Wednesday's filing would prevent additional delays if state Democrats sought to move the matter to federal court, Griffin's brief said.

    


The challenges that Griffin advanced again Wednesday focus on three categories of ballots: those cast by people with voter registration records lacking driver's licenses or containing partial Social Security numbers; overseas voters who have never lived in the U.S. but whose parents were deemed North Carolina residents; and military or overseas voters who did not provide copies of photo identification with their ballots. 
The state board, composed of three Democrats and two Republicans, threw out Griffin's protests in a series of votes falling largely along party lines, with all but one by 3-2 counts. The board's written order said in part there was no reasonable basis presented that showed an election law was violated or that irregularities occurred. 
Griffin attorney Troy Shelton rejected arguments from Riggs that his client was trying to change election rules after the fact of an election. The registration record requirement took effect in 2004, for example, while residency requirements for voting in North Carolina go back to 1776.

    


"The Board was required to discount votes that were cast in violation of state law," Shelton wrote Wednesday.
But board Chair Alan Hirsch said last week at the protest hearing that the idea of a registered voter having the vote that they cast discarded "is anathema to the democratic system and simply cannot be tolerated."
The dismissed protests last week also originated from three Republican legislative candidates trailing in their respective General Assembly races. Appeals of scores of additional protests also filed by Griffin and the legislative candidates -- but were first considered by county boards -- are set to be heard Friday by the State Board of Elections. The AP has not called two of these races. 
Once protests are exhausted for General Assembly candidates, their recourse is not to go to court but to formally ask the General Assembly chamber itself to decide who won the seat they are seeking. 

In one of the seats, Republican state Rep. Frank Sossamon trails Democratic challenger Bryan Cohn by about 230 votes. A Cohn victory would mean Republicans fall one seat short of retaining their current veto-proof majority starting next month. 
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Pardon Trump? New York governor says president-elect would have to show 'remorse'
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As Donald Trump fights to overturn his hush money criminal conviction, the one New York Democrat with authority to grant him a pardon signaled that she would need to see some remorse from the president-elect first.
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul was asked Wednesday if she would consider pardoning Trump, after a judge this week refused to throw out the conviction because of the U.S. Supreme Court's recent ruling on presidential immunity. 
"There is a pardoning process in the state of New York. It is lengthy," Hochul said at an unrelated news conference. "It requires a couple of elements. One is remorse."
She continued: "No one will be treated any better, or any worse, by me when I make those life altering decisions as we're looking at petitions that are coming in throughout the year. So, no one gets extra favors, no one gets treated worse."

    


Trump has been fighting for months to reverse his May 30 conviction on 34 counts of falsifying business records. Prosecutors said he fudged the documents to conceal a $130,000 payment to porn actor Stormy Daniels to suppress her claim that they had sex a decade earlier, which Trump denies.




On Monday, a New York judge rejected Trump's efforts to toss the case because of the Supreme Court's ruling. Prosecutors have indicated they would be open to delaying a sentencing until Trump leaves the White House, but say the sentence should stand. It remains unclear when -- or whether -- a sentencing date might be set.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In a recent court filing, Trump's lawyers cited a social media post in which Sen. John Fetterman used profane language to criticize Trump's hush money prosecution. The Pennsylvania Democrat suggested that Trump deserved a pardon, comparing his case to that of President Joe Biden's pardoned son Hunter Biden, who had been convicted of tax and gun charges.
"Weaponizing the judiciary for blatant, partisan gain diminishes the collective faith in our institutions and sows further division," Fetterman wrote last week on Truth Social.

Trump's hush money conviction was in state court, meaning a presidential pardon -- issued by Biden or himself when he takes office -- would not apply to the case, as presidential pardons only apply to federal crimes. 
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Alberta's premier responds to Trump's trolling by saying Canada's oil helps make America wealthy
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                    Alberta Premier Danielle Smith wears a cowboy hat during the Calgary Stampede parade in Calgary, Friday, July 7, 2023. (Jeff McIntosh /The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Alberta's premier responded to President-elect Donald Trump's trolling of Canada on Wednesday by saying the trade deficit with the country is due to billions in raw materials being sent south which creates trillions of wealth in America. 
Trump said the United States "subsidizes" Canada and is threating a 25% tariff on all Canadian goods. 
"No one can answer why we subsidize Canada to the tune of over $100,000,000 a year? Makes no sense!," Trump posted on Truth Social on Wednesday. "Many Canadians want Canada to become the 51st State. They would save massively on taxes and military protection. I think it is a great idea. 51st State!!!"
The premier of oil rich Alberta, Danielle Smith, ignored Trump's latest "51st state" trolling and endeavored to answer his question.
"Fair question on the trade deficit with Canada Mr. President @realDonaldTrump - the reason for this is because Canada (especially Alberta) sends billions of raw materials (oil, gas, minerals, grain, livestock, timber, etc) to your U.S. refineries and factories which your great American companies and workers upgrade and sell around the world, including back to Canada (we are your biggest customer by a mile)," Smith posted on X. 

    


Alberta sends 4.3 million barrels of oil and gas to the U.S each day. 




Smith said millions of American jobs and companies rely "on these affordable raw materials from Canada to make trillions of dollars of wealth in your country."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
About 60% of U.S. crude oil imports and 85% of U.S. electricity imports are from Canada.
Canada's ambassador to Washington, Kirsten Hillman, has said the U.S. had a $75 billion trade deficit with Canada last year. But she noted a third of what Canada sells into the U.S. are energy exports and said there is a deficit when oil prices are high.
"We are one-tenth the size of the United States so a balanced trade deal would mean per capita we are buying 10 times more from the U.S. than they are buying from us. If that's his metric we will certainly engage on that," Hillman told The AP recently. 

    


Smith said she will attend Trump's inauguration. Her comments come a day after Ontario Premier Doug Ford said Trump's plan to impose sweeping 25% tariffs on all Canada products would be a "disaster" that would hurt U.S. stock markets. 
Canada is also the largest foreign supplier of steel, aluminum and uranium to the U.S. and has 34 critical minerals and metals that the Pentagon is eager for. 

Nearly $3.6 billion Canadian dollars ($2.7 billion) worth of goods and services cross the border each day. Canada is the top export destination for 36 U.S. states.
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China has expanded its nuclear force and strengthened ties to Russia, the Pentagon says
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            An American flag is flown next to the Chinese national emblem outside the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Nov. 9, 2017. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            A Taiwan's fighter jet prepares to take off at an airbase in Hsinchu, northern Taiwan, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, as Taiwan's Defense Ministry said it detected Chinese naval ships and military planes engaged in training. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            Russian Security Council Deputy Chairman and the head of the United Russia party Dmitry Medvedev, left, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands during their meeting in Beijing, China, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (Ekaterina Shtukina, Sputnik Pool Photo via AP)
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        China has expanded its nuclear force and strengthened ties to Russia, the Pentagon says
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- China is expanding its nuclear force, has increased military pressure against Taiwan and has strengthened its ties with Russia over the past year, according to a Pentagon report Wednesday that details actions accelerating key areas of conflict with the United States. 
The report, however, also notes that the recent rash of corruption allegations within China's powerful Central Military Commission, which oversees the People's Liberation Army, is hurting Beijing's military growth and could slow its campaign to modernize. 
The impact, said a senior defense official, is a bit of a mixed bag because while there has been progress in some programs, China has slid back in others.
The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to describe the U.S. assessment, warned that Beijing is working toward developing a more diverse and technologically sophisticated nuclear force. While the expected number of nuclear warheads has maintained consistent growth, China is broadening its targeting abilities.

    


Beijing is going to be able to go after more and different types of targets, do greater damage and have more options for multiple rounds of counterstrikes, the official said. The U.S. is urging China to be more transparent about its nuclear program, while also warning that America will defend its allies and take appropriate steps in response.




According to the report, which provides the annual U.S. assessment of China's military power and is required by Congress, China had more than 600 operational nuclear warheads as of May, and the U.S. expects it will have more than 1,000 by 2030. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Chinese Embassy, in response, said China has always "firmly adhered to a nuclear strategy of self-defense," follows the no-first-use nuclear policy and maintains its nuclear capabilities at the minimum level required for national security.
Liu Pengyu, the embassy spokesman, said such annual reports by the Pentagon are "filled with 'Cold-War' thinking and zero-sum game mentality, which China firmly opposes."

    


The Biden administration has worked to maintain a balance with China, building up the U.S. military presence in the Asia-Pacific region to be ready to counter Beijing while also encouraging increased communications between the two countries at the diplomatic and military levels.
That uptick in talks has coincided with a decrease in coercive and risky intercepts of U.S. aircraft since late 2023, compared with the previous two years. China still, however, does what the U.S. military considers "unsafe" flights near American and allied forces in the region.
The Pentagon's national defense strategy is built around China being the greatest security challenge for the U.S., and the threat from Beijing influences how the U.S. military is equipped and organized for the future.
The corruption within the PLA has resulted in at least 15 high-ranking officials being ousted in a major shakeup of China's defense establishment.
"This wave of corruption touches every service in the PLA, and it may have shaken Beijing's confidence," the report said. 

    


In June, China announced that former Defense Minister Li Shangfu and his predecessor, Wei Fenghe, were expelled from the ruling Communist Party and accused of corruption. Last month, another senior official, Miao Hua, was suspended and put under investigation, according to China's Defense Ministry.
The U.S. report points to a persistent increased military presence by China around Taiwan, the self-governing island that China claims as its own. It said China's navy has been in the region more and that there have been increased crossings into the island's air defense identification zone and major military exercises in the area.
Just last week, a large deployment of Chinese navy and coast guard vessels in the waters around Taiwan triggered alarm as Taiwanese officials said it looked like China was simulating a blockade. Officials have said there were as many as 90 ships involved in what Taiwan described as two walls designed to demonstrate that the waters belong to China. 

    


Taiwan split from communist China in 1949 and has rejected Beijing's demands that it accept unification. China says it will do so by force if necessary, and leaders have said they want to be ready to do so by 2027. Beijing also has demanded that Washington not interfere with the Taiwan issue, citing that it is an internal matter.
The United States is obligated under domestic law to help defend Taiwan and give it weapons and technology to deter invasion.
The island democracy has been the chief source of tension between Washington and Beijing for decades and is widely seen as the most likely trigger for a potentially catastrophic U.S.-China war.
More broadly, the report concluded that the PLA continued its drive to develop greater military capabilities but "made uneven progress toward its 2027" milestone for modernization.

    


One area of expansion, the report said, is with unmanned aerial systems, which officials said are "quickly approaching U.S. standards."

Regarding Russia, the report said China has supported Russia's war against Ukraine and sold Russia dual-use items that Moscow's military industry relies on. Dual use items can be used for both civilian and military purposes.
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Former top aide to New York City's mayor expected in court on criminal charges, AP sources say
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            Ingrid Lewis-Martin, who abruptly resigned Sunday as New York Mayor Eric Adams' chief adviser, and her attorney Arthur Aidala, spoke during a news conference, in New York, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jake Offenhartz)
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            FILE -- New York Mayor Eric Adams, and chief advisor to the mayor Ingrid Lewis-Martin, attend a press conference at City Hall, in New York, Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, File)
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            FILE -- Ingrid Lewis-Martin, chief advisor to New York Mayor Eric Adams, speaks during a press conference at City Hall in New York, Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A former top aide to New York City Mayor Eric Adams is expected in court Thursday to face corruption charges in the latest blow to an administration beset by searches, resignations and the mayor's own indictment.
Ingrid Lewis-Martin, who resigned Sunday as Adams' chief adviser and one of the most powerful officials in City Hall, is expected to be arraigned Thursday afternoon in state court in Manhattan, two people familiar with the matter told The Associated Press.
The people were not authorized to publicly discuss details of the case and spoke to the AP on the condition of anonymity. The specific charges against Lewis-Martin were not publicly announced and remain unclear.
Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg and the commissioner of the city's watchdog Department of Investigation, Jocelyn Strauber, have scheduled a news conference for Thursday afternoon. The topic was not announced.

    


Bragg and Strauber's offices have been investigating Lewis-Martin. A phone message seeking comment was left with a spokesperson for the district attorney's office. The Department of Investigation declined comment.




Lewis-Martin's attorney, Arthur Aidala, told reporters this week that she was expected to face criminal charges related to alleged improper gifts.
Lewis-Martin said Monday that she was being "falsely accused" and that she had "not made any arrangements in advance to take any gifts or money, or to have any gifts or money given to a family member or friend in order for me to do my job." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The charges against Lewis-Martin come as the Adams administration has been roiled by criminal investigations. 
Adams, a Democrat, has himself been charged with conspiracy, wire fraud and bribery charges in an unrelated federal case scheduled for trial next April. He has pleaded not guilty.
Lewis-Martin, 63, has been one of the mayor's closest confidants throughout his political career, serving in senior roles under Adams as he ascended the ranks of government in New York over the past nearly two decades. Her most recent post as Adams' chief adviser made her one of the top officials at City Hall.

    


She has been a target of investigators since at least September, when federal and Manhattan prosecutors met her at an airport in New York as she was getting off a flight from Japan. At the time, federal prosecutors served her with a subpoena while Manhattan prosecutors took her phones and searched her home. 
Hours after that search, Lewis-Martin appeared on a radio show hosted by Aidala to discuss the investigation, telling her attorney, "I do believe that in the end that the New York City public will see that we have not done anything illegal to the magnitude or scale that requires the federal government and the DA's office to investigate us."
Aidala told reporters on Monday that he believed prosecutors in Manhattan were charging Lewis-Martin to get her to cooperate against Adams. In an unrelated news conference that day, Adams described Lewis-Martin as a "longtime friend and sister."

    


Adams was charged in September with accepting luxury travel perks and illegal campaign contributions from a Turkish official and other foreign nationals looking to buy his influence. 
The investigation into Adams became public late last year after federal agents searched the home of his top fundraiser, Brianna Suggs. Lewis-Martin has referred to Suggs as her goddaughter.

Since then, the Adams administration has been enveloped by a series of searches and seizures from investigators, leading to the resignations of top officials, including his police commissioner, schools chancellor, multiple deputy mayors and his director of Asian affairs.
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Wisconsin's tight Republican majority sparks hope for bipartisan cooperation
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            Exterior view of the state Capitol on Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer, File)
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            Wisconsin Assembly Speaker Robin Vos speaks about Republican priorities for the upcoming legislative session on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer)
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            Wisconsin Senate Majority Leader Devin LeMahieu speaks during an interview on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Madison, Wisconsin. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer, File)
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- When the Wisconsin Legislature returns to work in January, Republicans will still be in charge but will have the narrowest majorities since taking control in 2011. That's giving Democrats, including Gov. Tony Evers, optimism that both sides will be able to work together better than they have since Evers took office six years ago. 
Both sides are eyeing the state's massive budget surplus, which sits at more than $4 billion. What to do with that money will drive debate over the next two-year budget, which will be written in 2025, while questions hang in the air about whether Evers plans to run for a third term in 2026 and how the state will interact with President-elect Donald Trump's administration.
Here is a look at some of the biggest pending issues:




New dynamic in the Legislature
Democrats gained seats in the November election because of redrawn maps ordered by the Wisconsin Supreme Court. The Republican majority now sits at 54-45 in the Assembly and 18-15 in the Senate. Democrats have 10 more seats in the Assembly than last session and four more in the Senate and are hopeful about gaining the majority after the 2026 election.
"We have already seen a shift in the Capitol due to the new maps," Assembly Democratic Minority Leader Great Neubauer told The Associated Press.
She and other Democrats predict it will lead to more pressure from rank-and-file Republicans in competitive districts to move to the middle and compromise with Democrats.
"Everybody understands, at least at this point, that we need to work together, pull together," Republican Senate Majority Leader Devin LeMahieu told the AP. "And it's important to get some things done."

    


Pushing back against President Trump
Democrats say they have been talking with Evers and Democratic Attorney General Josh Kaul about how Wisconsin can push back against the Trump administration's plans for mass deportations. But Democrats say they are also looking at other ways the state can fight Trump's policies on issues like abortion and LGBTQ+ rights.
"We're worried about a lot of the things that former and future President Trump might do, especially when it comes to deportation and immigration," Senate Democratic Minority Leader Dianne Hesselbein said.
Republican Assembly Speaker Robin Vos said he would support Trump's efforts to deport people who are in the country illegally and commit crimes.
Republicans prioritize cutting taxes. Democrats are open
Republicans passed a $3.5 billion tax cut that Evers gutted to just $175 million with his veto in the last budget. With another large surplus, Republicans say they want to try again. 
"People struggling to pay their bills," LeMahieu said. "We heard that in our local races. And so we want to help help help families out there. We have the money to do it. And that's going to be our number one priority."
Both he and Vos said they would like a tax cut of around $2 billion.
Democrats say that they aren't opposed to cutting taxes, but that they want it to be targeted to helping the middle and lower classes and families.
"We are not interested in tax cuts that primarily benefit rich Wisconsinites or corporations," Neubauer said. "But we are certainly open to tax cuts that help those who are struggling to make ends meet."

    


K-12 education funding
The state superintendent of schools, Jill Underly, proposed spending more than $4 billion on K-12 schools in her budget proposal, which is subject to legislative approval. That's almost certainly not going to happen, both Republicans and Democrats said.
"We're not going to spend $4 billion on education, I can guarantee you that right now," LeMahieu said.
While Democrats say they are prioritizing education funding, "I don't think we're going to be able to match that," Hesselbein said of the $4 billion request.

    


University of Wisconsin
Leaders of the cash-strapped Universities of Wisconsin have asked for $855 million in additional funding in the next budget, nearly an 11% increase. System President Jay Rothman says schools need the money to stave off tuition increases, cover raises, subsidize tuition, and keep two-year branch campuses open in the face of declining enrollment and flat state aid. 
Evers has promised to include the request in his budget, but Republican leaders said they would not approve that much, and Democrats also said it was a goal that was unlikely to be met. 
LeMahieu and Vos both said UW would not get what it wants.
"We're going to need to see some substantial change in how they're doing their programing," LeMahieu said. "We can't just keep spending more and more on a system that's educating less and less people." 
Marijuana, health care and other priorities
Vos said he intends to create a state-level task force to improve government efficiency, similar to what Trump created at the national level dubbed DOGE. He also supports passing a bill that will allow for the processing of absentee ballots the day before Election Day, a measure that's had bipartisan support in the past but failed to pass.
Democrats say they will continue to push for ways to expand and reduce costs for child care, health care for new mothers and prescription drugs. Both Republicans and Democrats say they want to do more to create affordable housing. The future of the state's land stewardship program also hangs in in the balance after the state Supreme Court said Republicans were illegally blocking funding of projects.

    


Democrats also say they hope to revive efforts to legalize medical marijuana, an effort that was backed by some Republicans but that failed to pass last session. 

LeMahieu predicted the slimmer Republican majorities will make it more difficult for any marijuana bill to pass because some lawmakers "are dead set against it."
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Mexico praises its own migrants with a hymn, while abuses continue against those from other nations
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                    Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum gives a media briefing from the National Palace in Mexico City, Oct. 2, 2024, the morning after her inauguration. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Mexico's president on Wednesday unveiled a bilingual "hymn" to Mexican migrants living in the United States, even as migrants from other countries continue to suffer abuses, delays and hostility in Mexico. 
President Claudia Sheinbaum used her morning news briefing to present the song "Migrant Hymn." The lyrics, a mix of English and Spanish, include lines like "where we are from, no nos rajamos" (we don't give up).
Sheinbaum called Mexican migrants "heroes," in part because they sent $63 billion back home to relatives in Mexico last year.
Stressing migrants' loyalty to Mexico, the song says "Cambiamos de lugar, no de bandera" (we change our location, not our flag).
While about 11 million Mexicans live in the United States -- including about 5 million without proper documents -- many had to flee Mexico because of violence or lack of opportunities, and it remains unclear how loyal or closely tied they remain to the government.

    


It also remains unclear how much the Mexican government is able -- or willing -- to do in the face of threats by U.S. president-elect Donald Trump to carry out mass deportations of migrants.




Israel Concha, director of New Comienzos, a group in Mexico City that helps returning migrants fit back into society in Mexico, said "The challenges don't stop when we return to Mexico. Once again we face uncertainty about whether our own government is willing to accept us back in a dignified way and help us."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On the same day the hymn was unveiled, a migrant shelter in the northern border city of Reynosa announced it could no longer accept newcomers, because gangs were kidnapping so many migrants from its doorstep.
Rev. Hector Silva, who runs the Senda de la Vida (Path of Life) in Reynosa, across from McAllen, Texas, said the situation is so dangerous in the cartel-dominated border city that police escort migrants to appointments for their U.S. asylum applications.

    


"Until people have security and they stop kidnapping migrants when they arrive ... we don't want any more arriving," said Silva.
Also on Wednesday, a new caravan of migrants began walking north toward the U.S. border from the city of Tapachula, near the border with Guatemala. The migrants said they were tired of being blocked from crossing Mexico by the government.
But they have little or no chance of making it more than a few dozen miles. In November, Mexican officials broke up two similar migrant caravans.
Apart from the much larger first caravans in 2018 and 2019 -- which were provided buses to ride part of the way north -- no caravan has ever reached the U.S. border walking or hitchhiking in any cohesive way, though some individual members have made it.
For years, migrant caravans have often been blocked, harassed or prevented from hitching rides by Mexican police and immigration agents. They have also frequently been rounded up or returned to areas near the Guatemalan border.

This week, the human rights group Doctors Without Borders wrote in a report that "hundreds of thousands of migrants, the majority of whom are crossing to reach the United States, fall into limbo in Mexico, hemmed in by violence."
____
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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Senate committee to hold confirmation hearing for defense secretary nominee Hegseth on Jan 14

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


        

        
        
            
                    Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Defense Secretary, walks to meet with senators, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump's nominee for Secretary of Defense is expected to face his first public questioning from U.S. senators on Jan. 14.
Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Roger Wicker, R-Miss., told reporters Wednesday that the committee is planning to hold Pete Hegseth's hearing in mid-January as the former Fox News host and veteran has visited Senate offices in an effort to rally Republicans around him. Some senators have questioned his fitness for the role amid allegations of excessive drinking and sexual misconduct.
Hegseth has told senators that he wouldn't drink while defense secretary and pushed back on the reports of misbehavior, and Trump has publicly boosted his nomination, posting on his social media platform last week that "Pete is a WINNER, and there is nothing that can be done to change that!!!" Hegseth also attended the Army-Navy football game with the president-elect over the weekend.

More confirmation hearings are expected after the new Republican Senate is sworn in on Jan. 3 and Trump is inaugurated on Jan. 20. Incoming Senate Majority Leader John Thune has said he wants to confirm Trump's cabinet as quickly as possible once Trump is in office.
____
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New charges target ex-Miami congressman for lobbying on behalf of sanctioned Venezuelan tycoon
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                    Former U.S. Rep. David Rivera speaks with media outside Miami federal court, in Miami, Dec. 20, 2022. (AP Photo/Joshua Goodman, File)
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- A federal grand jury in Washington has returned an indictment against former Congressman David Rivera for failing to register as a foreign agent of a sanctioned Venezuelan media tycoon on whose behalf the Miami Republican allegedly lobbied the Trump administration.
The indictment is the second set of criminal charges to examine Rivera's relationship with Raul Gorrin, a billionaire businessman charged in 2018 and again in 2024 with bribing senior Venezuelan officials in corrupt deals to embezzle state funds from Nicolas Maduro's administration.
The indictment unsealed on Wednesday alleges that Rivera, between June 2019 and April 2020, lobbied U.S. officials, including an unnamed senior official in the executive branch, to remove sanctions against Gorrin. 
Rivera was allegedly aided in that effort by another unnamed former U.S. official and resident of New York, who he allegedly paid $125,000 from the over $5.5 million he received from Gorrin or on his behalf, prosecutors from the U.S. Justice Department's National Security Division said. 

    


Rivera was charged with money laundering and failing to register under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as required when lobbying U.S. officials on behalf of foreign individuals and companies. 


To promote his criminal activities, Rivera allegedly created fake shell companies registered in Delaware using names associated with a law firm and with the unnamed official, as well as the official's hometown, to give the false appearance that the shell companies were legitimate, according to the indictment. Prosecutors said the official was unaware the companies were using his or her name and hometown.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ed Shohat, a Miami defense attorney who represents Rivera, declined to comment, saying he hadn't had time to discuss the indictment with his client.
Rivera was arrested in 2022 in another illegal lobbying case, out of federal court in Miami, tied to a $50 million consulting contract his firm, Interamerican Consulting, signed with a U.S. affiliate of Venezuela's state-owned oil company PDVSA. Prosecutors say the 2017 contract was a ruse to hide a secret campaign by Maduro's government to curry favor with the incoming Trump administration.

    


The Maduro outreach, at the same time Trump's current incoming chief of staff Susie Wiles was working as a lobbyist for Gorrin's TV network Globovision, ultimately failed. In 2019, Trump recognized opposition lawmaker Juan Guaido as Venezuela's legitimate leader and imposed stiff oil sanctions on the OPEC nation in a bid to unseat Maduro.
But before the charm offensive unraveled, Gorrin, with the help of Rivera and others, managed to get his photo taken shaking hands with then-Vice President Mike Pence at an event in Florida. Rivera and Gorrin also met with Trump's pick to become Secretary of State, U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, who was once Rivera's roommate when both were state lawmakers in Tallahassee. 
Rivera also looked to set up a possible flight and meeting on Gorrin's jet for a female campaign adviser turned White House "counselor" on June 27, 2017, according to court records in the earlier criminal complaint and a parallel lawsuit filed against Rivera by Maduro's opponents who now control the U.S. subsidiary of PDVSA. That same day Trump aide Kellyanne Conway was in Miami for a fundraising dinner with Miami Republicans. 

    


Conway told The Associated Press she did not take any private flight and that she and her security detail flew commercial round trip to Miami for the event. All travel arrangements were made by the U.S. Secret Service, she added. 
Rivera also roped in Rep. Pete Sessions of Texas to try and set up a meeting for Venezuela's foreign minister with executives from Exxon, which was headquartered in Sessions' district at the time.

Rivera, who served in Congress from 2011 to 2013, has been embroiled in several election-related controversies, including orchestrating the stealth funding of an unknown Democratic candidate to take on his main rival in a South Florida congressional race and a state investigation into whether he hid a $1 million contract with a gambling company. That probe also involved possible misuse of campaign funds to pay for state House activities already reimbursed by the state.
He has denied any illegal lobbying on behalf of Venezuela's government and has countersued Maduro's opponents in federal court.
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Biden honors the memory of his first wife and baby daughter who died in a 1972 car crash
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            President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden arrive at St. Joseph on the Brandywine Catholic Church in Wilmington, Del., on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. Wednesday marks the 52nd anniversary of the car crash that killed Joe Biden's first wife Neilia Hunter Biden and 13-month-old daughter Naomi. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden are greeted as they arrive at St. Joseph on the Brandywine Catholic Church in Wilmington, Del., on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. Wednesday marks the 52nd anniversary of the car crash that killed Joe Biden's first wife Neilia Hunter Biden and 13-month-old daughter Naomi. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Hunter Biden, his wife Melissa Cohen Biden and their son Beau are greeted as they arrive at St. Joseph on the Brandywine Catholic Church in Wilmington, Del., on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. Wednesday marks the 52nd anniversary of the car crash that killed President Joe Biden's first wife Neilia Hunter Biden and 13-month-old daughter Naomi. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden, first lady Jill Biden and grandson Beau Biden walk from Brandywine Catholic Church in Wilmington, Del., on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. Wednesday marks the 52nd anniversary of the car crash that killed Joe Biden's first wife Neilia Hunter Biden and 13-month-old daughter Naomi. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden, first lady Jill Biden and grandson Beau Biden step out of Brandywine Catholic Church in Wilmington, Del., on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. Wednesday marks the 52nd anniversary of the car crash that killed Joe Biden's first wife Neilia Hunter Biden and 13-month-old daughter Naomi. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden, first lady Jill Biden walk from Brandywine Catholic Church in Wilmington, Del., on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. Wednesday marks the 52nd anniversary of the car crash that killed Joe Biden's first wife Neilia Hunter Biden and 13-month-old daughter Naomi. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            President Joe Biden, first lady Jill Biden and grandson Beau Biden step out of Brandywine Catholic Church in Wilmington, Del., on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. Wednesday marks the 52nd anniversary of the car crash that killed Joe Biden's first wife Neilia Hunter Biden and 13-month-old daughter Naomi. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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                                        WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) -- President Joe Biden on Wednesday honored the memory of his first wife and baby daughter 52 years after they were killed in a car crash in Delaware.
Biden's wife, Neilia, 30, had taken their kids -- 1-year-old daughter Naomi and sons Beau and Hunter -- out Christmas tree shopping when the car she was driving was broadsided by a tractor-trailer. Neilia and Naomi were killed. Beau, 3, and Hunter, 2, were gravely injured. 
The president, his current wife, Jill, son Hunter and other members of the family attended a private memorial Mass early Wednesday at St. Joseph on the Brandywine Roman Catholic Church near Biden's home in Delaware. After the service, the family, with Jill Biden holding hands with Hunter's young son, Beau, walked to the cemetery behind the church where the gravesites are located. 
Biden speaks often about the personal loss, sharing the story as recently as last week. He told of being in Washington with then-Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., when he got a phone call.

    


"I got a phone call from my local fire department, telling me there had been an accident," he said at a White House dinner attended by members of Kennedy's family. "And the poor firewoman they put on the call for me said -- I said, 'How are they?' They said, 'Uh, uh, um, she's dead. Your daughter is dead. And I'm not sure your two sons will make it.'" 


Biden, who had been elected to the Senate just weeks before the crash, talks about how he almost walked away from his congressional career before it even started. But he took the advice of other senators, was sworn in to office at his sons' hospital bedside and made a daily commute between Delaware and Washington on Amtrak.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Next month, Biden will close the book on a nearly 50-year career in elected politics and public service that includes 36 years in the Senate, eight years as vice president and four years as president. 

    


His openness about his grief and coping with it, and his ability to empathize with others who have experienced loss, have become one of the hallmarks of his long political career.
Biden married Jill Jacobs in 1977 and she helped raise Beau and Hunter as if they were her own. Later, she and Biden added daughter Ashley. 

Decades after that fatal car crash, Biden, as vice president, navigated through personal loss again when Beau Biden died of brain cancer in 2015 at 46. Beau Biden is also buried in the church cemetery. 
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House passes bill backed by Paris Hilton to reform youth treatment facilities

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


        

        
        
            
                    Paris Hilton meets with a supporters after speaking at a Stop Institutional Child Abuse, May 11, 2022 in Washington. The House has passed legislation requiring more oversight of youth residential treatment facilities. The vote Wednesday is a feat for hotel heiress Paris Hilton who has spent years lobbying lawmakers to regulate the industry. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House passed legislation Wednesday requiring more oversight of youth residential treatment facilities, a feat for hotel heiress Paris Hilton who has spent years lobbying lawmakers to regulate an industry marred by child abuse allegations. 
The Stop Institutional Child Abuse Act gained overwhelming bipartisan support in the House after passing the Senate unanimously last week. It will now go to President Joe Biden's desk to be signed into law.
"This moment is proof that our voices matter, that speaking out can spark change, and that no child should ever endure the horrors of abuse in silence," Hilton said in an social media post following the vote. "I did this for the younger version of myself and the youth who were senselessly taken from us by the Troubled Teen industry." 
Hilton has spent the last several years testifying about the abuse she says she suffered years ago at a boarding school in Utah. She was sent to Provo Canyon School for 11 months at age 17 where she says she was abused mentally and physically, recalling that staff members would beat her, force her to take unknown pills, watch her shower and send her to solitary confinement without clothes as punishment. The 43-year-old said the treatment was so "traumatizing" that she has suffered nightmares and insomnia for years.

    


Details of the abuse were also chronicled in a documentary she released, titled "This is Paris" that was released in September 2020.





The legislation passed this week would establish an interagency work group under Department of Health & Human Services that would bring greater transparency around treatment of youth in these programs, particularly when staff use restraints and seclusion rooms as forms of punishment. Hilton's advocacy has helped changed laws to protect minors in at least eight states, including in Hilton's home state of California, where similar legislation will go into effect on Jan. 1. 
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Georgia senators want mental health funding and staffing to address prison deaths
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            Georgia state Sen. Randy Robertson, R-Cataula, discusses a bill that would lengthen the list of crimes that would require cash bail for a person to be released from jail before trial, Feb. 23, 2023, at the Georgia State Capitol in Atlanta. (Matthew Pearson/WABE via AP, File)
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            Sen. Kim Jackson speaks in opposition of a bill in the Senate Chambers during the legislative session at the Georgia State Capitol building in Atlanta on Feb. 23, 2021. (Alyssa Pointer/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Georgia lawmakers should consider expanding mental health services, staffing and de-escalation training to address deaths and neglect at state prisons, a panel of lawmakers said last week.
The panel voted Friday for recommendations for the Georgia legislature to consider when it convenes in January. Two months ago, the Justice Department said it would sue if state prison officials didn't act swiftly to curb the violations of prisoners' Eighth Amendment protections against cruel punishment. And Georgia prisons are on track to set another record for homicides in 2024, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported. 
State Rep. Matt Hatchett, a Republican from Dublin who chairs the House Appropriations Committee, confirmed he supports spending money to curb the violence and increasing single-cell facilities but he does not think that all facilities need to be single-cell, as the report suggests. 

    


Lawmakers rejected DeKalb County Democratic State Sen. Kim Jackson's proposal to create an independent oversight committee. Republicans argued there is already oversight through legislative committees.




"Hours and hours and hours of testimony that we heard over the course of the study committee indicated there was a clear lack of oversight over the Department of Corrections," Jackson said. "Public testimony also shows that people felt like they did not have opportunities to have access to justice. To have somebody answer their questions."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Georgia's prisons are failing to provide basic care, advocates said at the panel's final meeting Friday. Former prisoners and relatives of people who died in custody railed against prison officials for their lack of transparency about the deaths.
"A lot of the deaths happening in the Georgia Department of Corrections are preventable," said Nasir Jahid, who left the department's custody almost two months ago. He told the panel that he saw two people die, including Garry Lloyd Gerald Matthews Jr. He and others had to repeatedly call for help and when officers finally arrived, they "stood by doing nothing," Jahid told lawmakers. 

    


A corrections department spokesperson said in an email that one of the deaths Jahid saw was a suicide, and an investigation into Matthews' death found officers provided adequate support but weren't able to save him for medical reasons.
Heather Hunt testified about what she said was a weak investigation into the death of her son at a state prison. Della Newsome said during testimony she received minimal communication about the death of her fiancee, Joshua Mark Holliday, behind bars. Authorities eventually said the men died by suicide, but the families don't believe them.
The Georgia Bureau of Investigations handles autopsies in prison deaths but does not usually look into their cases. The panel declined to recommend that the bureau investigate those deaths. Corrections Commissioner Tyrone Oliver told the panel that officers investigating deaths undergo the same training as the bureau, and they're instructed to notify relatives or next-of-kin.

    


The panel also recommended partnering with private prisons and that the federal government let state prisons use cell phone and drone jamming technology. Oliver testified that people in prison use phones and drones to bring contraband into the facility. But advocates say most people use their phones to communicate with family, since options for calling them are limited and expensive. 
___

Kramon is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. Follow Kramon on X: @charlottekramon. 
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            Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Michael Regan speaks at Howard University, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf, File)
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            Gov. Gavin Newsom walks down the aisle at the State Capitol during a meeting of the new legislative session on Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Sacramento. (Paul Kitagaki Jr./The Sacramento Bee via AP, Pool)
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            The Acura Performance EV concept car is shown at the AutoMobility LA Auto Show, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            A person crosses a street as smog fills the air Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Andy Bao)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday granted two requests from California to enforce strict standards for vehicle emissions, including a rule aimed at banning sales of new gasoline-powered cars in the state by 2035. The incoming Trump administration is likely to try to reverse the action. 
The California rule is stricter than a federal rule adopted this year that tightens emissions standards but does not require sales of electric vehicles.
EPA said its review found that opponents of the two waivers did not meet their legal burden to show how either the EV rule or a separate measure on heavy-duty vehicles was inconsistent with the federal Clean Air Act.
"California has longstanding authority to request waivers from EPA to protect its residents from dangerous air pollution coming from mobile sources like cars and trucks," EPA Administrator Michael Regan said in a statement. "Today's actions follow through on EPA's commitment to partner with states to reduce emissions and act on the threat of climate change."

    


The new waiver is important not only to California but to more than a dozen other states that follow its nation-leading standards on vehicle emissions. 




Even so, the waiver is likely to be short-lived. President-elect Donald Trump has said he will move to revoke all California waivers as part of an industry-friendly approach that includes boosting production of fossil fuels and repealing key parts of a landmark 2022 climate law.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trump rescinded California's authority on emissions in 2019,  only to be reversed three years later by the Biden EPA, which restored the state's authority in 2022. 
Any effort by the new administration is likely to spawn a new set of legal challenges that could delay any action.
Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom, who often touts California's leadership on climate policy, said EPA's approval of the advanced clean-cars rule was a vote of confidence in California's accomplishments in "protecting our people by cleaning our air and cutting pollution." 

    


"Naysayers like President-elect Trump would prefer to side with the oil industry over consumers and American automakers, but California will continue fostering new innovations in the market," Newsom said. 
Ford, Honda, Volkswagen and other major automakers are meeting current California emission standards, but some major car companies questioned the latest EPA waiver.
Most of the Democratic-leaning states that have adopted California's rules -- clustered along the West Coast and in the Northeast -- are not selling anywhere near the 35% level of EV sales required next year and are unlikely to meet the 2035 target of 100% EV sales, according to the Alliance for Automotive Innovation, a large industry group.
"Achieving the sales mandates under current market realities will take a miracle. There needs to be balance and some states should exit the (California) program,'' said John Bozzella, the group's CEO.
Automakers are producing electric vehicles, Bozzella said, "but there's a huge gap between these EV sales mandates and a customer's reasonable expectation they can still choose what kind of vehicle to drive." He expects Trump to revoke the California waiver next year.

    


Scott Vazin, a spokesman for Toyota in North America, said approval of the California waiver "will distort the auto industry as companies funnel zero-emission vehicles to the states that have adopted California's rules." If a customer in a state that follows California can't afford an EV "or it doesn't meet their needs, there may not be a non-electric vehicle on the lot to purchase for their mobility needs,'' Vazin said.
Environmental groups hailed the Biden administration's action.
"EPA's approval is a critical step forward in protecting our lungs from pollution and our wallets from the expenses of combustion fuels," said Paul Cort, director of Earthjustice's Right To Zero campaign. "The gradual shift in car sales to zero-emissions models will cut smog and household costs while growing California's clean energy workforce."

    


Kathy Harris, director of clean vehicles at the Natural Resources Defense Council, said the decision shows respect for California and other states.
"California decided that transitioning to cleaner, zero-emission vehicles is the best way to address the unique (air pollution) burdens it faces," she said. "This is exactly how our system of federalism should work. If other states don't like California's approach, they don't need to follow it. But no one should object to the longstanding authority of states to act to protect their residents." 
The EPA's action comes as the Supreme Court said last week that it will take up a business-backed appeal challenging an earlier California waiver issued by the Biden administration. The justices agreed to hear an appeal filed by fuel producers who object to an EPA waiver granted in 2022. 


    


The high court will not be reviewing the waiver itself but a related issue: whether fuel producers have legal standing to challenge it. A federal appeals court ruled that the companies lacked the right to sue because they produced no evidence that they would be affected by the waiver, which directly affects vehicle manufacturers.
___
Associated Press writer Sophie Austin in Sacramento, California, contributed to this story.
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            NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte speaks during a media conference at the conclusion of a meeting of NATO foreign ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron, left, and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy prior to a meeting in Brussels on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron, left, speaks with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy prior to a meeting in Brussels on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            French President Emmanuel Macron, left, greets Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy prior to a meeting in Brussels on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron, left, and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy prior to a meeting in Brussels on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (Nicolas Tucat, Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- NATO's secretary-general said he wants to discuss ways to put Ukraine in a position of strength for any future peace talks with Russia during a meeting Wednesday with Ukraine's president and a small number of European leaders.
But Mark Rutte appeared frustrated at growing speculation in NATO capitals about when those peace talks might start and whether European peacekeepers would be involved, saying that speaking publicly about it plays into the hands of Russian President Vladimir Putin.
"High on the agenda is to make sure that the president, his team in Ukraine, are in the best possible position one day when they decide so to start the peace talks," Rutte told reporters as he welcomed Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to his residence in Brussels.
The focus, Rutte said, must be "to do everything now to make sure that when it comes to air defense, when it comes to other weapons systems, that we make sure that we provide whatever we can."

    


He said that another issue up for discussion would be "how to make sure that when peace comes one day that we also think about the economy of Ukraine now, but also after a future peace deal."




Zelenskyy posted on Telegram that he would hold talks with the leaders of the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Denmark, the Netherlands and Poland and U.K. representatives, who were in Brussels. He's also due to take part in an EU summit in the Belgian capital on Thursday.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Zelenskyy that the meeting would provide "a very good opportunity to speak about security guarantees for Ukraine, for today and for tomorrow." Ukraine sees NATO membership as the ultimate security guarantee, but the U.S. and Germany lead a group of countries that oppose this while war continues.
After separate talks with Zelenskyy, French President Emmanuel Macron said his country is making reinforced support for Ukraine its ''absolute priority'' and will continue giving Ukraine ''the means to defend itself and to make Russia's war of aggression fail,'' according to Macron's office.

    


Noting his recent meeting with Trump and Zelenskyy, Macron said he will maintain a ''tight dialogue with Ukraine and its international partners to work for a return to a fair and lasting peace,'' the statement said.
At NATO headquarters earlier, Rutte had said the terms of any peace talks should be up to Ukraine, Russia and any others at the negotiating table. "If we now start to discuss amongst ourselves what a deal could look like, we make it so easy for the Russians," he said.

"I think we would be very wise to put some lid on this and focus on the business at hand, and the business at hand is to make sure that Ukraine has what it needs to prevent Putin from winning," Rutte added.
___
Angela Charlton in Brussels contributed.
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear said Wednesday that Democrats should be thinking less about partisan politics and more about meeting people's everyday needs as they chart a comeback strategy after last month's crushing election losses.
Beshear, who has won three statewide elections in deeply red Kentucky and has been mentioned as a potential contender for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2028, said the party should work on things like good-paying jobs, health care, schools, roads and bridges and public safety. 
"These are the core areas the American people need help on, and that's where we as Democrats should be, but that's where every Republican should be, too," Beshear said during a sit-down interview at the Kentucky Capitol. "And just imagine, if we spent most of our time working on all that, we'd argue a lot less. And the American people would be a lot better off."

    


Beshear, who was recently chosen as chair-elect of the Democratic Governors Association for 2026, when a majority of states will elect governors, said he hoped to be "a reasonable, common-sense, common-ground voice" for the party. That should overshadow talk of whether the party should shift more to the political right, left or center, he said.




"The Democratic Party needs to stay laser focused on people's everyday needs," he said. "I don't think they're political at all. So I don't get into the right, left or center. But focusing on jobs, focusing on health care, focusing on the roads and bridges we drive every day, public education and public safety. Those are the core concerns that if somebody's worried about it, they don't get to anything else. They don't get to the partisanship."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Beshear's rise in national politics accelerated with his reelection victory in 2023, a year before voters decided to return Republican Donald Trump to the White House and give the GOP control of Congress. Beshear served one term as state attorney general before his first election as governor in 2019.

    


Beshear was in the running to be Kamala Harris' running mate this summer but lost out to Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz. Assessing his party's loss of the White House, Beshear avoided any criticism of Harris, saying she made the best decisions she could and tried hard to win.
He quickly pivoted to the work ahead for Democrats, and his role in the party's comeback efforts. 
"I believe that what this election showed is that many people, at the end of the day, vote with their gut about who they think will make their lives better," Beshear said.
Beshear, whose term ends in 2027, mostly sidestepped questions about his future, saying he's focused on his job as governor and his national role in getting more Democratic governors elected. The term-limited governor again ruled out a U.S. Senate run in 2026, when Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell's seat will be on the ballot. McConnell, who is stepping down from his leadership post at the end of the year, has not said whether he will seek another term.

    


Beshear had some ideas on what Democrats should look for in their next presidential nominee in 2028.
"I think the next Democratic nominee should be a pragmatist that is about getting things done, getting real results," he said. "A track record of showing people that they can help lower their bills or help them make more money to pay them. Somebody who's got a track record on improving the infrastructure of this country. With plans, but also results, that show that health care can be more affordable. Someone that is pro-public education and someone that understands that people don't just need to be safer, they need to feel safer in their communities."
A constant theme of Beshear's governorship has been Kentucky's record pace of economic development since he's been in office. The state's Republican supermajority legislature says the record private-sector investments stem from its business-friendly policies.
Beshear also has focused on infrastructure improvements, expanded health care and support for public schools. He led opposition to a ballot measure rejected by voters that would have allowed state lawmakers to allocate public tax dollars to support students attending private or charter schools.

    


The governor has feuded with Republican lawmakers on a number of issues, including GOP efforts to restrict abortion rights and ban gender-affirming health care for transgender young people. GOP lawmakers have easily swept aside Beshear's vetoes.
Beshear is one of several Democratic governors who are the subject of early speculation as potential contenders for the party's presidential nomination in 2028.
If he succeeds in helping elect more Democratic governors in 2026, the party's bench of potential candidates for national office will grow, Beshear said Wednesday.

"Governors get things done," he said. "You can't be overly ideological because you've got to get results for your people. So my goal is to elect a lot more Democratic governors who will work everyday for the people of their states. And if I do that well, there will be a lot more names that are out there for the future."
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            Ryan Wesley Routh takes part in a rally in central Kyiv, Ukraine, April 30, 2022. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)
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            In this image taken from police body camera video and released by the Martin County, Fla., Sheriff's Office, law enforcement officers arrest Ryan Routh, the man suspected in the apparent assassination attempt of Donald Trump, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (Martin County Sheriff's Office via AP, File)
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                                        TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- Florida authorities announced Wednesday that they're pursuing a criminal case against a man accused of trying to assassinate President-elect Donald Trump for a car crash that occurred after law enforcement stopped traffic to catch him.
Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody said she obtained an arrest warrant for Ryan Wesley Routh, who already is being held on federal charges in the assassination attempt. 
Moody said she is pursuing a charge of attempted felony murder for a crash that seriously injured a 6-year-old girl after officials shut down traffic on Interstate 95 as they tried to apprehend the suspect. A spokesperson for Moody said prosecutors will file the new charge when Routh is in state custody. 
The multivehicle crash happened about 30 minutes after Routh's arrest on I-95, according to the state's investigation, but Moody said it was a result of his actions.

    


The girl, who was traveling with her family, had serious injuries, Moody said.
"When you couple those terrible injuries, together with his other criminal conduct, which we believe rises to the level of domestic terrorism, it turns his actions into an attempted felony murder case," she told reporters.




Routh's attorney declined to comment Wednesday through a representative.
Routh is being held on federal charges of attempted assassination of a major presidential candidate and gun crimes. He has pleaded not guilty. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Prosecutors say Routh methodically plotted to kill Trump for weeks before aiming a rifle through the shrubbery as Trump played golf at his West Palm Beach country club on Sept. 15. Before Trump came into view, Routh was spotted by a Secret Service agent. Routh allegedly aimed his rifle at the agent, who opened fire, causing Routh to drop his weapon and flee without firing a shot. 
Routh's arrest came two months after Trump was shot and wounded in the ear in an assassination attempt during a campaign rally in Pennsylvania. The Secret Service acknowledged failings leading up to that shooting but has said security worked as it should have to thwart the potential Florida attack.

    


Days after the Florida assassination attempt, Gov. Ron DeSantis announced the state would carry out its own investigation parallel to the federal probe, with prosecutors pursuing the most serious charges available under state law.
It's not uncommon for state and federal law enforcement agencies to run simultaneous investigations into crimes, as states may be able to bring charges that are unavailable at the federal level -- and vice versa.

___ Kate Payne is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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            This photo provided by Trisha Bushey shows the evening sky and points of light near in Lebanon Township, N.J., on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (Trisha Bushey via AP)
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            Multiple drones are seen over Bernardsville, N.J., Dec. 5, 2024 (Brian Glenn/TMX via AP)
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            Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks to reporters following a closed-door strategy session, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. Congressional leaders are nearing the unveiling of an agreement that will keep the federal government funded through March 14 and provide more than $100 billion in emergency aid to help states and local communities recover from Hurricanes Helene and Milton, and other natural disasters. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks to reporters following a closed-door strategy session, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. Congressional leaders are nearing the unveiling of an agreement that will keep the federal government funded through March 14 and provide more than $100 billion in emergency aid to help states and local communities recover from Hurricanes Helene and Milton, and other natural disasters. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer was blocked Wednesday from quickly advancing a bill that would allow local law enforcement agencies to track aerial drones, ensuring Congress won't act this year on the mysterious drone sightings that have bewildered residents of New Jersey and across the eastern U.S.
Schumer, a New York Democrat, sought to speed a bipartisan bill through the Senate by seeking unanimous consent on the floor, but Sen. Rand Paul, a Kentucky Republican, objected to its passage.
"The people in New York and New Jersey have a lot of questions, and they're not getting good enough answers," said Schumer. "The utter confusion surrounding these drone sightings shows that the feds can't respond all on their own."
Schumer has also called for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to deploy better drone-tracking technology to identify the drones and their operators.

    


The Senate bill would have also enhanced some federal agencies' authority to act on drones, as well as started a pilot program to allow states and local authorities to disrupt, disable or seize a drone without prior consent of the operator.




"This bill would ensure that law enforcement has the technology needed to quickly and clearly identify exactly what the reported sightings of drones across the country actually are," said Sen. Gary Peters, a Michigan Democrat who sponsored the bipartisan bill.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
National security officials have said the drones don't appear to be a sign of foreign interference or a public safety threat. But they can't say with certainty who is responsible for the sudden swarms of drones over parts of New Jersey, New York and other eastern parts of the U.S. 
Some U.S. political leaders, including Trump, have called for much stronger action against the drones, including shooting them down.
Paul, the Kentucky Republican who often advocates for limiting governmental powers, said that he was objecting because it is not clear there is a threat that warrants urgent action.

He said the bill would "expand federal authority to intercept communications and disrupt drone activity -- powers that raise serious concerns for Americans' privacy, civil liberties, and Fourth Amendment protections against unwarranted search and seizure."
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Liberia's parliament building catches fire as anti-government protests enter a second day
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            Smoke rises from the parliament building following a protest by opposition in Monrovia, Liberia, Wednesday, Dec 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Anthony Williams)
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            The burnt parliament building in Monrovia, Liberia, Wednesday, Dec 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Anthony Williams)
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                                        MONROVIA, Liberia (AP) -- The parliament building in Liberia caught fire Wednesday and the country's president condemned the "wanton destruction," even as no link was immediately confirmed to anti-government protests in the capital.
The protests in the West African nation began with anger Tuesday over the decision to remove the parliament speaker, an opposition party who faces accusations of corruption. The demonstrators also call for President Joseph Boakai to step down.
Authorities did not immediately confirm the cause of the fire in the capital, Monrovia. Police chief Gragray Coleman did not rule out arson.
Local media reported that least four people were taken for questioning, including the parliament speaker and Rep. Frank Foko, who in a recent interview noted the parliament chambers and threatened to "burn it down."
On Tuesday, police arrested dozens of protesters and used tear gas to disperse crowds.

    


The protests came after months of tension over whether House of Representatives speaker Konati Koffa would be removed from office.

Liberia's law provides that the speaker can be removed by a two-thirds majority of the house. Without it, parliament has been deadlocked and Liberia's government has not been able to pass the annual budget.
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The fate of the first-ever White House Gender Policy Council is uncertain in Trump's administration
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                    White House Gender Policy Council director Jennifer Klein speaks during a press briefing at the White House, Jan. 22, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- During the transition period between President Joe Biden and President-elect Donald Trump, there has been at least some coordination on West Wing affairs. But not when it comes to Biden's Gender Policy Council, which has worked to defend reproductive health care in the face of growing restrictions. 
The first-of-its kind office was an effort to drive policy that would make life better for women and girls in the U.S. and in the world. Over the past four years, it has sought to advance reproductive freedom, make pay more equitable and increase participation by women in the workforce. It was formed through an executive order by Biden in September 2021, and members of his Cabinet have representatives on the council. 
It's not unusual for new presidents to remake the West Wing to suit incoming priorities, and the Trump administration hasn't said one way or the other whether the council will remain. But Project 2025, a conservative handbook written for an incoming GOP administration, has said it should be axed -- in part because it promotes abortion. And Biden officials are concerned about what that might mean -- particularly as reproductive health continues to worsen for some women across the nation following the fall of Roe v. Wade in 2022. 

    


Project 2025 is a detailed, 920-page roadmap for governing, led by the Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank. A whirlwind of hard-right ambitions, its proposals include ousting thousands of civil servants and replacing them with Trump loyalists and reversing the Food and Drug Administration's approval of medications used in abortions. The president-elect has claimed he has never seen it, but plenty of members of his incoming administration have written sections and many of Trump's policies align.




According to the handbook, the incoming president should revoke the executive order that created the Gender Policy Council, "and every policy, including subregulatory guidance documents, produced on behalf of or related to the establishment or promotion of the Gender Policy Council and its subsidiary issues."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It mischaracterizes the office as one with a principal intent of "gender affirming care" and "sex-change" surgeries on minors. The document also claims that by abolishing the office, Trump would "eliminate central promotion of abortion" and "comprehensive sexuality education." 

    


It suggests, instead, that the president should spend time developing new structures dedicated to "promoting life and strengthening the family."
Other presidents have carved out space for women's issues, but there has been no office within the West Wing specifically dedicated to advancing policy changes on behalf of women. Since the creation of the office, Biden has signed three executive orders and a presidential memorandum directing his administration to protect access to reproductive health, among other efforts. 
The council has also worked to address health disparities. Biden last year announced a women's health research initiative at wife Jill's urging that has invested nearly $1 billion. Women make up half of the U.S. population, about 168 million people, but medical research into their unique health circumstances has largely been underfunded and understudied. 

    


The council has also worked to lower child care payments and call for better paid leave for families. 
"The reality of the situation is that we've done a huge amount that helps not only women -- women and families -- but really it helps our society as a whole," said Jen Klein, the chairwoman of the council. 
Klein believes that some of the work of the Gender Policy Council won't be undone. The Violence Against Women Act, for example, was reauthorized in 2022. And other issues have long been considered bipartisan. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., who is Trump's nominee for secretary of state, co-sponsored the Women, Peace and Security Act of 2017, a bipartisan law signed by Trump that seeks to protect women and girls globally from violence and include women in conflict prevention. 

    


"We had reached a point in American history where many of these issues were not only bipartisan, but where the business case had been made," Klein said. "Care is a perfect example of that. If you think about the trajectory of the last 10 years, these are issues that are no longer seen as women's issues."
But reproductive health care is much more contentious. The Gender Policy Council was formed before the U.S. Supreme Court overturned abortion rights in 2022. Since then, as states have restricted access to health care, access to abortion and other reproductive care has become a major focal point for the office. 
The council has spearheaded efforts throughout the administration to help safeguard access, including by working with the department of Health and Human Services to issue guidance reminding hospitals of the Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act, a federal law that requires doctors to stabilize or treat any patient who shows up at an emergency room. Women have been turned away during miscarriages and left bleeding in parking lots in part because of abortion restrictions.

    


Trump has waffled on abortion access particularly during his campaign. He has said that abortion limits should be left to the states, and has declined to endorse a national ban. Trump has shifted between boasting about nominating the justices who helped strike down federal protections for abortion and trying to appear more neutral.

Most recently, he told NBC that he was not likely to restrict access to medication abortion. "I'll probably stay with exactly what I've been saying for the last two years, and the answer is no," he said. But "things do change." 
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Egypt's prime minister briefly pauses a news conference after feeling dizzy

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


        

        
        
            
                    Egypt Prime Minister Mustafa Madbouly speaks during a plenary session at the COP29 U.N. Climate Summit, Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2024, in Baku, Azerbaijan. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits, File)
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- Egypt's prime minister was forced to briefly pause a televised news conference on Wednesday after experiencing some dizziness, a government spokesperson said. 
Prime Minister Mustafa Madbouly, 58, was speaking at the new administrative capital in Cairo during his weekly Cabinet news briefing when he felt unwell, grabbed the microphone stand tightly and asked for a pause. 
According to Cabinet spokesperson Mohamed el-Homsani, the prime minister felt dizzy and had to pause his remarks but was soon better and resumed the briefing after a few minutes. 
Madbouly was speaking about President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi 's meetings at home and abroad. 
El-Homsani said Madbouli was exhausted, had experienced a severe cold days earlier but refused to rest and was tired after leaving the office late Tuesday. He also had several meetings on Wednesday morning, before the news conference, the spokesperson said, adding that the prime minister is taking medication, including antibiotics. 
Madbouly, an architect by profession, became prime minister in 2018.

Egypt is hosting an eight-country economic cooperation summit in Cairo on Thursday with Indonesia, Malaysia, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Iran, Nigeria and Turkey due to attend the gathering.
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows Kate Winslet, left, and Jack Black in a scene from "The Holiday." (Sony Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Janus Films shows Nino Castelnuovo, left, and Catherine Deneuve in a scene from the 1964 French film "The Umbrellas of Cherbourg." (Janus Films via AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows characters Klaus, voiced by J.K. Simmons, left, and Jesper, voiced by Jason Schwartzman, in a scene from the animated holiday film "Klaus." (Netflix via AP)
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            This image released by Janus Films shows promotional art for the 1964 French film "The Umbrellas of Cherbourg." (Janus Films via AP)
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            This image released by Criterion shows Bill Murray in a scene from the 2014 film "The Grand Budapest Hotel." (Criterion via AP)
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            This image released by Criterion shows Adrien Brody in a scene from the 2014 film "The Grand Budapest Hotel." (Criterion via AP)
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows Kate Winslet, left, and Jack Black in a scene from "The Holiday." (Sony Pictures via AP)
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                                        'Tis the season for spirited and winless debates about what the best Christmas movie is. No one needs us to remind you about the obvious holiday movies playing on repeat on cable, whether it's "It's a Wonderful Life", "Home Alone" or "Love, Actually," or even those holiday adjacent classics like "Eyes Wide Shut" and "The Godfather." But perhaps you are looking to go beyond the obvious this year (sorry, "Christmas Story," "White Christmas" etc, etc). 
Associated Press Film Writers Jake Coyle and Lindsey Bahr have you covered with the best Christmas films for every mood. 

    


A movie that feels like a Christmas movie but isn't, really
"Grand Budapest Hotel": Truthfully, there's nothing outside of a little snow to make Wes Anderson's 2014 delight a Christmas movie. But I don't think there's another movie that better resembles the experience of opening a present than "Grand Budapest Hotel." Unwrap Anderson's intricate designs and the movie's Russian doll-like narratives, and smile. (Available for digital rental) -- Coyle
Best movie for feeling fancy
"Metropolitan" (1990): Who among us hasn't dreamt of doing debutante season in New York? Maybe don't answer that, but Whit Stillman's "Metropolitan," about a few privileged youths on the Upper East Side, is the ideal film to turn on when you're craving something that feels like an elegant evening on the town but doesn't require breaking out the white tie and ball gowns. (Streaming on Criterion, MAX, Hulu and Prime Video) --Bahr




Best performance next to felt 
"A Muppets Christmas Carol" (1992): It's one thing to do Dickens with, you know, other humans. But Michael Caine gives an Oscar-worthy performance as Ebenezer Scrooge while sharing the screen with the likes of Beaker and Dr. Bunsen Honeydew. To be fair, though, Gonzo the Great and Rizzo the Rat are also really good in this. (Streaming on Disney+) -- Coyle

    


Best Christmas cry
"The Umbrellas of Cherbourg" (1964): Jacques Demy's technicolor musical isn't exclusively set at Christmas, but its final tearjerker scene at that snowy gas station is enough for me. The whole candy-colored experience, from Catherine Deneuve's whimsical bows to Michel Legrand's sweeping, melancholy score just feels right around the holidays. (Streaming on The Criterion Channel) --Bahr
The best L.A. Christmas movie
"Kiss Kiss Bang Bang": Yuletide traditions don't normally include a motormouth Robert Downey Jr., but Shane Black's 2005 neo-noir black comedy is worth revisiting perennially whether or not it technically qualifies as a Christmas movie. In "Kiss Kiss Bang Bang," about a thief-turned-actor in Los Angeles, Christmas is more of a decorative ornament set ironically against all the deliciously unwholesome seediness. (Available for digital rental) -- Coyle
Best house swapping fantasy
"The Holiday" (2006): Ok, so the cozy English cottage isn't real, but what is? The premise? The romances? Cameron Diaz's sprint through snowy fields and country roads in stilettos? Mr. Napkin Head? (Actually, maybe Mr. Napkin Head). The thing is it doesn't really matter, does it? Nancy Meyers' romantic fantasy is never trying to be anything other than a delightful movie, a little too earnest, a little too glossy and an unabashed ode to the classic movies Meyers loves right down to Eli Wallach teaching a new generation about the "meet cute." (Streaming on Hulu and Prime Video) --Bahr

    


A great Christmas thriller not named "Die Hard"
"Three Days of the Condor": I'll take any excuse to rewatch Sydney Pollack's 1975 spy thriller with Robert Redford and Faye Dunaway. But, like in "Kiss Kiss Bang Bang," the Christmas backdrop isn't accidental. If the holidays are the ultimate time of togetherness, "Three Days of the Condor" questions what that means in a post-Watergate world. (Streaming on Paramount+) -- Coyle
Best recent kids Christmas movie
"Klaus": There's such a steady stream of mediocre or worse holiday movies that it can be easy to miss when a gem arrives. Sergio Pablos' 2019 animated Netflix film was basically an origin story for Santa Claus by way of a desperate postman stationed in a remote northern village. Further proof, along with "Miracle on 34th Street," that the best Christmas movies hinge on the postal service. (Streaming on Netflix) -- Coyle 
For the under-five set
"Shaun the Sheep: The Flight Before Christmas" (2021): Clocking in at only 30 minutes, this is the perfect film for the littlest ones in the house. It's sweet, funny and adventurous and not even a little bit scary (unless you fear flying sleighs and botched recipes). (Streaming on Netflix) --Bahr

    


Best general holiday-period movie
"Nobody's Fool": Robert Benton's 1994 Richard Russo adaptation, with Paul Newman, spans Thanksgiving through New Year's Eve. And while that covers Christmas, the richness of "Nobody's Fool" exceeds its vaguely holiday setting. It's a movie more about daily smalltown struggles and long-term regrets, yet its warmth could match that any of any more traditional Christmas movie, and then some. That's much owed to Newman, but there are countless great performances here, including Jessica Tandy (in her final film), a never better Bruce Willis and a young Phillip Seymour Hoffman as a sniveling police officer. It makes me happy just thinking about it. (Streaming on Kanopy, available for digital rental) -- Coyle

    


For midcentury style and heartbreak
"Carol" (2015): Even if Rooney Mara didn't catch Cate Blanchett's eye while wearing a Santa hat behind the counter of a Manhattan department store, Todd Haynes' "Carol" would still be one of the loveliest, most achingly tender Christmas movies around. Romance, heartbreak, plaids and martinis, "Carol" is truly flung out of space. (Streaming on Netflix, Paramount+ and MUBI) --Bahr

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The ultimate TCM Christmas movie
"Christmas in Connecticut" (1945): You don't have to watch it on TCM but it's certainly a fitting place to catch this 1945 screwball classic, with Barbara Stanwyck. She plays a popular homemaking column writer whose false persona as a family woman with a Connecticut farm is challenged when her boss (Sydney Greenstreet) comes for Christmas dinner. As a rule, it's good to watch everything with Greenstreet. But the central conceit of "Christmas in Connecticut" - that the perfect Christmas is a lie, and isn't that fun - has proved remarkably durable. (Streaming on WatchTCM) -- Coyle 
For 19th century New England vibes
"Little Women" (1994 and 2019): Gillian Armstrong's "Little Women" just feels like Christmas. Maybe part of that is because it came out around the holidays 30 years ago or that its DVD cover leans into it. But then you remember Beth's piano, the girls stomping through the snow with their Christmas feast, the caroling, the return of their father, the fireplaces and nightcaps and it makes sense. Those wanting all of this with a side of dancing Chalamet, Greta Gerwig's version is there for the taking too. (1994 version available for digital rental; 2019 streaming on Hulu) -- Bahr
The very best Christmas movie
"The Shop Around the Corner" (1940): You can make a strong case for that other Jimmy Stewart Christmas movie. But in the knock-down, drag-out battle for the Christmas movie title, there's no greater delight than Ernst Lubitsch's timeless love story. One of the most charming movies ever made, partly because it doesn't shy away from real darkness, too. It also makes for a very effective drinking game if you sip something every time someone says "Mr. Matuschek." (Streaming on WatchTCM and Max) -- Coyle 

"Miracle on 34th Street" (1947): It's not even a remotely out of the box choice, but George Seaton's "Miracle on 34th Street" endures as the platonic ideal of a Christmas movie. It's strikingly modern for something that came out 77 years ago with Maureen O'Hara's single working mom, Natalie Wood's prematurely cynical New York kid and the litigious and capitalistic culture and yet it's all full of hope and holiday spirit (and a healthy amount of glossy capitalism), taking us from the Macy's Thanksgiving Parade through Christmas Day. (Streaming on Disney+, Hulu and Prime Video) -- Bahr

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/best-christmas-movies-1483b45d748a303df3efd2e547870bc5
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            This image released by A24 shows filmmaker Brady Corbet, center, appears on the set of "The Brutalist." (A24 via AP)
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            This image released by A24 shows Alessandro Nivola, left, and Adrien Brody in a scene from "The Brutalist." (A24 via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Brady Corbet's "The Brutalist" emerged less like a new film worth checking out than a movie colossus to behold.
Corbet's visionary three-and-a-half-hour postwar American epic, shot in VistaVision, has taken on the imposing aura of its architect protagonist's style. Little about it is tailored to today's more prescribed movie world. It even has an intermission. And yet "The Brutalist" isn't just one of the most acclaimed films of the year, it's edged perilously close to the mainstream.
For Corbet, the 36-year-old director, it's a surprising turn of events. His 215-minute movie, he thought, was surely destined for cult-movie status.
"It's a great reminder that anything can be mainstreamed," Corbet says. "That gives me real hope for the future of the medium. Six months ago, the powers that be, many people were telling me that the film is un-distributable."

    


Corbet, sitting in the offices of A24, which acquired his film out of the Venice Film Festival, smiles. "I was definitely not so popular with people as recently as August."
Yet since its arrival at Venice in September, "The Brutalist" has emerged as a major Oscar contender. Last week, it was nominated for seven Golden Globes. Numerous critics groups have named it the best film of the year. 




But Corbet and "The Brutalist" are aiming higher than awards-season success. "The Brutalist" is a grand bid to bring some visionary bravado back to movies. Corbet, who was an actor in films by Michael Haneke, Olivier Assayas and Lars von Trier before committing to directing, believes film is stuck in a stasis. In a movie world ruled by safe bets and streaming imperatives, "The Brutalist" dares to go for broke.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I struggle a lot with movies from the last 20, 30 years," says Corbet, who has some of the candid swagger of earlier American auteurs. "There's many exceptions. But there aren't as many as there should be. I just feel that they're perfunctory -- narratively perfunctory, stylistically. There are no big swings."

    


"The Brutalist," written by Corbet and his partner, the filmmaker Mona Fastvold, operatically unfolds the fictional story of Laszlo Toth ( Adrien Brody ), a Hungarian architect who, having survived Nazi concentration camps, emigrates to Pennsylvania. He's scraping by in a working class life when his renovation of a library for a wealthy industrialist, Harrison Lee Van Buren (Guy Pearce), propels him back into architecture. Van Buren becomes Laszlo's benefactor, commissioning him to build a sprawling institute.
Their relationship, as patron and artist, grows increasingly tense and disturbed. "The Brutalist" evolves as a grim character study and sweeping psychodrama about the rapaciousness of American capitalism.
It's also a pointed critique of Hollywood. For Corbet and Fastvold, some of the movie's central dynamic came out of their previous film, " Vox Lux," which starred Natalie Portman as a pop star whose fame is born out of a school shooting. The swelling ranks of financiers, Corbet says, made him miserable.

    


"Our experience on 'Vox' was really, really difficult for a variety of reasons. It was much more inside the Hollywood process and that's partially just because it was shot inside the States," says Corbet. "After I made that film, I was like: I'm never working in the United States again. I was just being harassed by the powers that be daily. I remember at one point having a driver drive me around the block so that no one could be in my ear while I was at the monitor."
Fastvold and Corbet, who live in New York with their 10-year-old daughter, shot "The Brutalist" in Hungary. If the movie is a self-conscious stab at resurrecting some of the visionary spirit of American moviemaking, it's also a commentary on some of the forces that constrict it today.
"This is the closest we will ever get to making a film about making movies," says Fastvold. "We didn't have a Van Buren but we certainly had our fill of complicated relationships with the people who hold the purse strings."
She adds: "In the complicated relationship between the patron and the artist, there's this sense of: I have ownership of the project because I'm paying for it and I almost have ownership of you."

    


Making "The Brutalist" wasn't a piece of cake, either. It took some seven years in total. When Corbet, behind sunglasses, reflected on that struggle at the movie's Venice press conference, his voice quivered with emotion. Remarkably, it was accomplished with a budget less than $10 million -- considerably less than the film's scope would suggest.
"The film was certainly designed to be outsized and imposing," Corbet says. "We knew the film would be long. We knew it was a big object. We also felt it had to be. The form and the content needed to be lock step with each other. The appeal of Brutalism is its commitment to both minimalism and maximalism, and all of my films are playing with that dynamic. I like those extremes."

    


When Fastvold and Corbet sat down to write, they resolved not to be constrained by any self-imposed limitations. They wrote big. The couple, both of whom grew up with relatives who were architects, were fascinated by the connections of Brutalism, which favors raw concrete, and the war.
"Some of these things wouldn't exist unless they had gone through the trauma experienced during the war," says Fastvold. "There's an honesty in Brutalism. Instead of covering up how the building is constructed, this is showing things the way they are. That felt connected to how you handle or process trauma, by exposing it."
For Brody, the role had obvious echoes with arguably his most defining performance. In Roman Polanski's 2002 "The Pianist," Brody also played a Jewish artist warped by WWII.
"The research and the immersion needed to portray someone who lived through the horrors of World War II left me with an understanding that clearly lingered and exists within me," Brody says.
The actor grants that Laszlo is in some sense a stand-in for Corbet. 
"Oh definitely. I find that filmmakers often need to exorcise their circumstances," says Brody. "Brady is very open and unguarded as he references his own journey and hardships along the way. It's very relatable. I understand them."
Asked why he thinks moviemaking has grown less adventurous, Corbet describes systematic failure. It's not only business limitations, he says, it's a lack of boldness. 
"I find this sort of faux humility to be exactly that," Corbet says. "You made a movie. You raised millions of dollars. You assembled a crew of 250. Stop apologizing for it."
He cites the movies of an earlier generation of filmmakers -- Stanley Kubrick, Andrei Tarkovsky, Larisa Shepitko, Chantal Akerman -- as films "that really demand to be wrestled with -- films that announce themselves."
"What's funny is that I think this conservatism has been really damaging for box office as well," Corbet says. "Audiences are so savvy that they recognize formulas being rehashed over and over again. And I would say arthouse cinema has become as algorithmic as Marvel and DC Studios."
Corbet already sounds delighted that his next project -- a '70s-set horror Western -- will further test whatever popularity has come his way thanks to "The Brutalist." 

"You have to dare to suck," Corbet says. "I really think it's so important. If you're always trying to color inside the lines, you're not advancing the conversation."
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            Amy Allen looks back at her start in songwriting, as she heads into 2025 with four Grammy nominations under her belt - including album of the year and song of the year, for working on Carpenter's album "Short n' Sweet" and single "Please Please Please." (Dec. 19)
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            Songwriter Amy Allen - nominated for four 2025 Grammys, including album and song of the year for Sabrina Carpenters' "Short n' Sweet" and "Please Please Please" - explains why she and the pop star connect so well. (Dec. 19)
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                                    Amy Allen looks back at her start in songwriting, as she heads into 2025 with four Grammy nominations under her belt - including album of the year and song of the year, for working on Carpenter's album "Short n' Sweet" and single "Please Please Please." (Dec. 19)
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                                    Songwriter Amy Allen - nominated for four 2025 Grammys, including album and song of the year for Sabrina Carpenters' "Short n' Sweet" and "Please Please Please" - explains why she and the pop star connect so well. (Dec. 19)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Amy Allen might not yet be a household name, but her work lives in your brain rent-free. And it's grabbed the attention of the Grammys.
The 32-year-old songwriter has composed enduring hits with Halsey ("Without Me"), Selena Gomez ("Back to You") and Tate McRae ("Greedy"). Her contributions to Harry Styles' "Harry's House" earned her a Grammy for album of the year in 2023. Other credits include songs from Olivia Rodrigo, Charli XCX, Rose, Renee Rapp, Shawn Mendes, Leon Bridges and Justin Timberlake.
2024, however, was the year Allen's work became inescapable -- thanks in large part to her collaboration with another rising star. Allen co-wrote all 12 tracks of Sabrina Carpenter's bubbly "Short n' Sweet," including "Espresso," an instant song of the summer that propelled Carpenter to a new stratosphere of stardom, and "Please Please Please," the follow-up single that proved that her winking, quotable pop had staying power. (Everyone's favorite lyric? "Heartbreak is one thing, my ego's another / I beg you, don't embarrass me," followed by a rhyming profanity rasped with a smirk.) 

    


This fall, Allen's work sent her to No. 1 on Billboard's Hot 100 Songwriters chart for seven weeks -- an impressive feat, considering her competition includes artists like Carpenter herself and Kendrick Lamar.




"Once the songs are out of my hands, I just try to let them go to the world," Allen told The Associated Press. It helps that the world has, in turn, embraced them. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
When nominations for the 67th Grammy Awards were announced, Allen was in the midst of a writing session in London. The news came in a text from her manager: She was nominated four times, including her second nomination in the songwriter of the year, non-classical, category that has only existed for three years. If she wins, she will become the first woman to take home that trophy. "Short n' Sweet" is up for album of the year and "Please Please Please" for song of the year. 

    


Her fourth nod is in the song written for visual media category, for "Better Place," a collaboration with NSYNC for "Trolls: Band Together." 
"People really gravitate toward her energy, as well as obviously her talent. That just goes without saying," said Julia Michaels, another hit songwriter, artist and collaborator on "Short n' Sweet," of Allen. 
"She just always brings a happy, optimistic attitude, that like, 'anything is possible today,'" added Julian Bunetta, who also co-wrote and produced songs on Carpenter's album. "The ease of that makes conversation come natural, which makes people open up and share details about their life." 
Allen's path to professional songwriting wasn't necessarily linear. Growing up in Maine, she joined a bluegrass band, a rock band and played music at Irish pubs throughout her teens. It wasn't until her early 20s, when she transferred to Berklee College of Music after two years in nursing school at Boston College, that she realized being both a songwriter for others and a performing artist was a career option.

    


"I had to really dig to realize, like, Carole King writes for other people, but she's also an artist. And then it was later on, way later on, when I came across writers like Julia that were doing it professionally," Allen said. "I knew that it was like in my blood since I was really little, that it made me feel more connected to myself and the world around me in so many ways, more than anything else I ever experienced."
"Espresso" came together in a Paris studio. Allen, Bunetta, Carpenter and their co-writer Steph Jones "were kids having fun and laughing and playing," Bunetta said, explaining that joyful energy produced the track's cheery sound and nonsensical zingers ("that's that me espresso").
Allen believes "Short n' Sweet" found success through its quirky, playful pop -- because listeners want unpredictability, narrative songs with personality and perspective.
"The general public is so much smarter than a lot of songwriters and a lot of people in the entertainment industry, give them credit for," Allen said. "The artists that are winning are the ones that are willing to put everything out there, to say something so direct and so honest to them and so authentic that it's almost impossible for the public to turn away." 

    


In October, she was out of the studio and on the road, opening for collaborator Jack Antonoff's band Bleachers on a slate of dates across Europe, Los Angeles and New York. She performed songs from "Amy Allen," her self-titled debut album released in September -- a collection of acoustic guitar melodies and percussion-led singer-songwriter pop.
Touring those songs came with a realization. "I love writing for other artists and with other artists, and I will do that for a very long time," Allen said. "But it's also so important for me to go back to how I fell in love with music, which was writing songs on my bed, writing little poems in my bedroom."

    


"Whether she wants to be the biggest artist in the world or she wants to make whatever kind of music she makes, I have no doubt that she is capable of doing it," said Michaels, who launched her own pop career in 2017 with her multi-platinum song "Issues."
"I'm always going to go after both," Allen said.
___

The 67th annual Grammy Awards will be held Feb. 2, 2025, at Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles. The show will air on CBS and stream on Paramount+. For more coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/grammy-awards.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/amy-allen-interview-grammys-sabrina-carpenter-23f69f74777eecba3194cadccd43bbfe
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The first time Chris and Rich Robinson were at the Grammy Awards, it was 1991. The New York Giants had won the Super Bowl, and the U.S. was in the midst of the Gulf War.
The siblings behind the band The Black Crowes had just released their debut album "Shake Your Money Maker" and were nominees for best new artist. They didn't have high hopes. Sure enough, Mariah Carey would take the crown.
"I don't remember ever like getting too worked up about it," singer-songwriter Chris Robinson recalls. "Of course, Mariah Carey is going to get that. Are they going to give it to these dirtbag kids from Atlanta who just came to the party really to get thrown out?"
Fast forward more than three decades and the Black Crowes have been invited back to the party, earning their second career Grammy nod this year for best rock album alongside the Rolling Stones.

    


"Literally just to be nominated is an amazing thing. And to be nominated next to the Rolling Stones makes it even better," says Rich Robinson, the songwriter and guitarist.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Beside the Stones
The Black Crowes' rollicking "Happiness Bastards" is up for best rock album against "Romance" by Fontaines D.C., "Saviors" by Green Day, "TANGK" by IDLES, "Dark Matter" from Pearl Jam, "Hackney Diamonds" by the Stones and "No Name" from Jack White.
"To be in a place where it's all clicking and it all feels right, that's the real special feeling," says Chris Robinson. "I think it reinforces our commitment and where we're going." 
"Happiness Bastards" is a 10-track romping tour of rock, from the Southern boogie of "Rats and Clowns" to the stuttering stomp of "Cross Your Fingers" and the airy cool of "Wilted Rose." There's blues harmonica, some glam rock, '70s harmonies and fun AC/DC-like riffs.
"It's funky and it's rockin' and it's kind of a little bit salty here and there. But ultimately, I think it's very interesting," says Chris Robinson. "It's just integrated with everything that we've done and where we're going." 

    


The band last released a studio album in 2009, and the volatile Robinson brothers needed a decade apart before they regrouped in 2019. In 2022, they released an EP with covers of David Bowie, the Rolling Stones, the Temptations, T. Rex, Little Feat and Rod Stewart. Now they're in the same Grammy category as the Stones.
Critics have welcomed the brothers back, with Paste magazine calling the new album "a respectable collection of bluesy rockers that showcase the brothers' strengths" and Rolling Stone describing it as "fun, energetic and, unmistakably not-crusty."
Some cynics thought the reunion was simply a cash grab, an attempt to monetize fans of the band yearning for the '90s and a good-time rock concert. The strong album and Grammy love refutes that argument.
"Well, we did it and we've been successful. And all these years later we wrote these new songs and, boom, here we are," says Chris Robinson. "The validation of that is really unique to us."

    


Inside the writing process
The way the brothers come up with a song hadn't changed over the years. During the pandemic, Rich started sending a flood of ideas to his brother to see what clicked with him.
Chris wrote the lyrics for "Rats and Clowns" in 20 minutes after Rich -- inspired by AC/DC -- sent him a killer riff. "Rich just handed me a hanging curveball. 'I can hit this,' you know what I mean?" says Chris. "I have to emphasize how much fun we're having in this band." 
One difference this time was the addition of an outside producer. The Robinson brothers had produced all The Black Crowes albums after their second and wanted a new element.
"We were like, 'Let's bring in someone that's going to challenge us a little bit and maybe would have a point of view that we don't have.' Someone that can look at everything from 10,000 feet," says Rich Robinson.
That happened with producer Jay Joyce, who has worked with artists like Cage the Elephant, Lainey Wilson and Eric Church. Joyce pushed them and was able to negotiate the sibling rivalry, what some call the U.S. equivalent to Oasis.
"Our story connects with people because if you have siblings, you understand the dynamic of that -- how amazing it is and how difficult it can be," says Chris Robinson.

    


His brother agrees: "We've had our ups and downs, we've had our trials and tribulations, and we kind of came out stronger in the end. Chris and I's relationship is in the best place it's been probably in our lives."
The brothers hint about that on the album's last song -- "Kindred Friends" -- which strikes a loving, wistful note. "Kindred friend, where have you been?/Guess it's been a while/Through thick and thin/Many times again/Always makes me smile."
The Robinsons say the song is partly about them but could be a toast to an old lover and is also reaching out to their fans after all these years.
"There's a sweetness to it," says Rich Robinson. "I sent it to Chris and what he sang on it was really moving. It's a great way to end that record, you know?" 
___

The 2025 Grammy Awards will air Feb. 2 live on CBS and Paramount+ from the Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles. For more Grammy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/grammy-awards.
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                    Andres Felipe Valencia Barrientos, the British YouTuber and rapper known as Yung Filly, arrives at the Perth Magistrates Court in Perth, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (Richard Wainwright/AAP Image via AP)
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                                        PERTH, Australia (AP) -- A British YouTuber and rapper known as Yung Filly admitted in an Australian court on Thursday to reckless driving while he was awaiting trial on charges of raping a woman three months ago.
The 29-year-old, whose real name is Andres Felipe Valencia Barrientos, appeared briefly in the Perth Magistrates Court charged with speeding at 158 kilometers (98 miles) per hour in a 100 kph (62 mph) zone in the Western Australia state capital last month. Speeding becomes reckless driving at 45 kph (28 mph) above the speed limit.
His lawyer Joanne Oliver told the court he would plead guilty to a reckless driving charge at his next court appearance on Jan. 30.
Barrientos faces potential penalties of 9 months in prison, a 6,000 Australian dollar ($3,750) fine and a disqualification from driving for at least six months.
Dressed in a white T-shirt and jeans, Barrientos did not speak to news media as he walked from the court to a waiting van.

    


Barrientos first appeared in the same court in October when he was charged with raping and choking a woman in a hotel room after a performance during a national tour.




The Colombia-born entertainer, who has 1.8 million followers on YouTube, had been arrested in the east coast city of Brisbane and extradited across the country.
He is accused of assaulting a woman in her 20s in a hotel room on Sept. 28 after he had performed in a Perth nightclub at the outset of the Australian tour that included Melbourne and Sydney before it was to end in Brisbane. He was arrested before the Brisbane performance.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He is charged with four counts of rape, three counts of assault causing bodily harm and one count of impeding the woman's normal breathing or circulation by applying pressure to her neck.
His bail conditions include that he does not leave Western Australia.
Barrientos started his YouTube career in 2013 and music career in 2017. He has also hosted or appeared in several television programs.

He won a MOBO Award, an annual British music award presentation honoring achievements in "music of Black origin," in the Best Media Personality category in 2021.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Timothee Chalamet and Saoirse Ronan may be juggling multiple releases and busy schedules, but the bright young stars managed to reunite on Wednesday in London for a conversation at the British Film Institute. 
The former co-stars met on Greta Gerwig's 2017 high school film "Lady Bird" and were paired up again several years later in her adaptation of "Little Women." 
Though professionally their lives have taken them in different directions, they've remained friends and will "dip back in every few years" to catch up, Ronan said.
"That is what is so beautiful about this point in our lives, we're really lucky that the two of us are doing really well and our paths can continue to cross," Ronan added, as her husband, Jack Lowden supported from the audience.
Both had busy years appearing in multiple film releases that are now vying for awards recognition. 

    


Chalamet took on the role of Bob Dylan in James Mangold's "A Complete Unknown," which is out Christmas day, and Ronan played a young alcoholic who tries to escape the depths of her addiction by moving home to the Orkney Islands in Scotland in "The Outrun."




Chalamet also stepped back into the role of Paul Atreides in the epic sci-fi "Dune: Part Two," and Ronan starred in Steve McQueen's "Blitz."

The audience watched back-to-back scenes of the collaborations with Gerwig. Chalamet quipped that a "Lady Bird scene is a lot better than I remember it being!"
The conversation then shifted to their relationship with fame. 
Chalamet said it's the "most boring thing to talk about in my life."
Ronan agreed: "I just pretended that all of that doesn't exist."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Sure, it's a family story they can chuckle about NOW. But Lisa Highfill wasn't laughing that December day almost 20 years ago. 
She had just parked the car in the garage when her then-8-year-old son let loose with something he had found out while at school.
"My son looks at me, he goes, 'There's no Santa. You've been lying to me,'" recalls Highfill, 56, of Pleasanton, California. "He caught me red-handed, I didn't know what to say."
She's not alone in that. Welcome to the holiday season. It's that time of year filled with Christmas cheer, presents, and the ever-present parental question: Do we tell the kids the truth about Santa Claus? (And if you don't know what that truth is, you shouldn't be reading this story! Stop it! Stop it right now!)
There's no getting away from Santa Claus, the jolly, bearded old man who's been celebrated for the better part of two centuries for bringing presents in a one-night, world-wide giving spree. He's been the subject of poems and stories, movies and songs, invoked as the judge of naughty or nice, the recipient of countless cookies and glasses of milk to sustain him on his journey.

    


Not bad for someone who doesn't actually, you know, exist. 




(Too late for a spoiler alert?)

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Many parents want to give their kids magic
For a lot of parents and other adults, perpetuating that Santa Claus is real is a chance to give young children a bit of holiday magic, a brief, precious time before the realities of life sweep the illusions away. Others, though, are more skeptical, raising concerns about some of the messaging in Santa's story, such as the constant surveillance over behavior, and in an era where we're all worried about disinformation, misinformation and parents lying to children.
For David Kyle Johnson, a professor of philosophy at King's College in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, the concern is the lengths some parents go to in order to eke out the last bits of belief from their kids, such as denying their dawning suspicions as they get older over how Santa Claus could logically do what he's supposed to.

    


"Yeah, it's Santa, it's fun or whatever. But you're teaching them lessons about how to think and how to evaluate evidence, right?," Johnson says. "And how many people grow up then as adults who believe things just because they want to believe things, because it feels good -- believe things because it confirms the world view that makes them feel good, right?"
For Tara Boyce, it's about being consistent about being factual and truthful with her two sons, 6 and 7, that she's always been Santa, and that Christmas doesn't need him to be magical. At the same time, she's told them that people in other homes do things differently, so it's not on her boys to try to disillusion their friends.
Her sons "love Christmas. They love the lights. They love the movies. They love the music. They love the cartoons. They love all the trappings," says Boyce, 46, of Livermore, California.
"They can't miss what they never had, which is like the mystery of Santa, but they appreciate all the other things."

    


The modern 'Santa' recipe has many ingredients
An American creation amalgamated from a variety of European cultures and immigrant communities, Santa Claus emerged in the 19th century and was firmly entrenched in American culture by the early part of the 20th century.
He's unique among made-up characters like the Tooth Fairy and the Easter Bunny because a whole story, a world, has been developed around him over the decades, says Thomas Ruys Smith, professor of American literature and culture at the University of East Anglia in the United Kingdom.
"Where does he live? Is he married? Who makes his toys? We could all give you answers to those questions based on pieces of popular culture," he says. "We feel we know Santa Claus."
There's no empirical evidence whatsoever that shows any kind of definitive harm or good coming to children over a belief in Santa Claus. Candice Mills, a professor of psychology at the University of Texas at Dallas who has done a research study into how children felt about learning Santa isn't real, found that for most kids in the study, negative feelings over discovering the truth were usually short-lived. 

    


"They look forward to new traditions. They get to celebrate with their siblings. They get to still enjoy getting presents from Santa Claus, even though they know it's not real," she says.
And when talking to parents, Mills' research found that many of those planned to or were incorporating a Santa tradition for their kids even as they recalled being upset at learning the truth as children themselves.
It was tradition that had Highfill and her husband bringing Santa Claus into their Christmas celebrations with their sons to begin with, echoing as parents what their parents had done for them.
She hadn't thought about how it would conflict with the parenting lessons they were trying to impart to the boys, that telling the truth was paramount. Those were lessons the boys had taken to heart, as the upset in the car made clear, she recalls with a laugh.

    


"I go inside, he won't come out of the car. ... He's in there screaming and crying. He's very upset. I've deceived him. His life is a lie. `How could you have done this?'"
It was a big moment, but it didn't destroy her son's enjoyment of the holiday in the years afterward. If anything, Highfill says, it became a special thing he shared with his parents, especially when it came to keeping his younger brother from finding out.

"He wanted to keep it from his brother, which was kind of funny," Highfill says. "He's like ... we don't want to spoil it for him because he's really into it. He's a 6-year-old."
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                    Jimmy Donaldson, the popular YouTube video maker who goes by MrBeast, wears a Lionel Messi jersey as he stands in a sideline box at the start of an MLS soccer match between Inter Miami and CF Montreal, March 10, 2024, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- MrBeast's ambitious reality show, which the YouTube megastar hopes will expand his giant online reach and turn the corner on recent controversies, is already raising questions from consumer advocates over a partnership with a fintech company.
Prime Video's Thursday premiere of the record-setting "Beast Games" capped off a tumultuous year for Jimmy Donaldson and his production company. Shortly after reaching never-before-seen YouTube subscriber totals, MrBeast began facing heightened scrutiny over past "inappropriate content," the channel's philanthropic efforts, its workplace culture and allegations of dangerous on-set conditions that Donaldson has denied.
As MrBeast's loyal following tunes in to watch 1,000 contestants compete for $5 million on "Beast Games," they are invited to scan a QR code during the show for a shot at winning their own life-changing money. It's a $4.2 million sweepstakes run by fintech company MoneyLion, an app that sends cash advances -- often for a fee to workers living paycheck to paycheck.

    


The collaboration is billed as a way for MrBeast, who has sought to regain brand trust in recent interviews with alternative media personalities, to give back to his fanbase while presenting them with MoneyLion's personal finance tools. But consumer advocates warn MoneyLion's early payments -- which are also promoted to giveaway entrants -- operate as payday loans that could trap needy users in earnings-depleting borrowing cycles with additional fees.




Watchdogs find that those services are not recommendable for younger audiences, making it an unusual partner for MrBeast to introduce to his persuadable fandom.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"These types of high-cost, fintech payday loans, wrapped up in fancy apps, just put people in a debt trap where they have to borrow this week's pay to pay last week's loan and sets them back in their financial goals," said Lauren Saunders, a director at the National Consumer Law Center who specializes in small dollar lending.

    


"Beast Games" marks Donaldson's crossover into television entertainment. The North Carolina native has already captured online attention spans with his highly-produced, fast-paced YouTube videos that often feature absurd stunts and massive cash sums; "Beat Ronaldo, Win $1,000,000" recently pit professional athletes against amateurs in their respective sports.
He's now testing the broad appeal of those viral spectacles with a competition series that promises "nail-biting, physical, mental, and social challenges" similar to Netflix's fictional survival drama "Squid Game." The $5 million prize is believed to be the largest in reality television history and Donaldson posted recently that he spent $14 million alone "building a city in a field" for the contestants.
MoneyLion's partnership will bring "fans closer to the action than ever before," according to a company press release. Over 1,000 prizes will be awarded to MoneyLion accountholders across eight drawings over the next year. Additional entries can be earned through daily log-ins on the MoneyLion app, where users are promised exclusive, behind-the-scenes content from the series. Consistent with sweepstakes law, participants must be legal U.S. residents ages 18 or older.

    


Upon entering the giveaway, a popup asks, "Want more ways to get money?" with an invitation to borrow money through MoneyLion's loan services. Consumer watchdogs say cash advancements can come with steep costs despite casting themselves as "no interest" loans.
Users must pay a sliding "turbo" fee to get their "Instacash" advancements "within minutes" instead of waiting the 2-5 days that MoneyLion estimates it would otherwise take to hit an external checking account. The company charges $8.99 for the maximum advance of $100.
That makes MoneyLion one of the "more expensive options in this market," according to Center for Responsible Lending Senior Policy Counsel Andrew Kushner. Considering the products are geared toward cash-strapped people who need money now, Kushner said most users end up paying the fees.

    


These apps create a "cycle of borrowing" as financially vulnerable users try to keep up with the "extremely high cost of the loan relative to the size," according to Kushner. The Center for Responsible Lending found that users of these apps experienced a 56% increase in checking account overdrafts. Borrowers who use these "earned wage access" services withdrew 36 times a year, according to a 2021 California Department of Financial Protection report.
A 2022 Consumer Financial Protection Bureau lawsuit alleges that MoneyLion misled users to believe they could easily end monthly memberships necessary to access some installment loans but then refused to cancel those with outstanding loans.
A representative for MrBeast declined to comment. In an emailed statement, a MoneyLion spokesperson said the company pairs financial tools and products to support "long-term financial health and stability" -- all of which will be promoted to Beast Games Giveaway participants. MoneyLion said it will "continue to collaborate with regulatory bodies" including CFPB, according to the spokesperson, and focus on ensuring its products are "accessible, fair, and designed to create the best outcomes for our customers."

    


Its "Instacash" fees are "clearly disclosed," the spokesperson wrote, and the service helps workers "break the traditional payroll cycle" to "meet unexpected financial obligations."
"The Beast Games Giveaway is designed exclusively for an 18+ audience and represents a groundbreaking way to combine engaging content with accessible financial education," the spokesperson said. "Through this collaboration, participants gain exposure to MoneyLion's diverse marketplace of financial products, tools, and content."
Saunders, the consumer protection lawyer, said some lenders provide financial wellness tools that are really just "sugarcoating" their high-cost loans.
It's "concerning," according to Kushner, to advertise such a service toward younger adults who are still developing their sense of financial responsibility and are more susceptible to "the slick marketing of this industry."
"You can see at 18 (years old) how that could be a really exciting thing to have in front of you," Kushner said. "But it can really have negative consequences once you go down the pathway of using it."
___

Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and nonprofits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.
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            Rap moguls Sean "Diddy" Combs, left, and Jay-Z attend the NBA All-Star basketball game, Feb. 15, 2015, in New York. (AP Photo/Kathy Willens, File)
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            Jay-Z smiles ahead of the Champions League final soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Real Madrid at Wembley stadium in London, June 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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            Sean "Diddy" Combs arrives at the LA Premiere of "The Four: Battle For Stardom" at the CBS Radford Studio Center, May 30, 2018, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Jay-Z's lawyers challenge rapper's inclusion in rape lawsuit after accuser's TV interview

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            Rap moguls Sean "Diddy" Combs, left, and Jay-Z attend the NBA All-Star basketball game, Feb. 15, 2015, in New York. (AP Photo/Kathy Willens, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3

                                    
                                    Rap moguls Sean "Diddy" Combs, left, and Jay-Z attend the NBA All-Star basketball game, Feb. 15, 2015, in New York. (AP Photo/Kathy Willens, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Jay-Z smiles ahead of the Champions League final soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Real Madrid at Wembley stadium in London, June 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3

                                    
                                    Jay-Z smiles ahead of the Champions League final soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Real Madrid at Wembley stadium in London, June 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Sean "Diddy" Combs arrives at the LA Premiere of "The Four: Battle For Stardom" at the CBS Radford Studio Center, May 30, 2018, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3

                                    
                                    Sean "Diddy" Combs arrives at the LA Premiere of "The Four: Battle For Stardom" at the CBS Radford Studio Center, May 30, 2018, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            LARRY NEUMEISTER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jay-Z's lawyers asked a judge Wednesday to speedily extract the rapper from a lawsuit in which a woman alleges she was sexually assaulted by Jay-Z and Sean 'Diddy' Combs when she was 13.
The unidentified woman recently added Jay-Z, whose legal name is Shawn Carter, to her lawsuit against Combs in Manhattan federal court, alleging that she was attacked by the singers in 2000 after Combs' limo driver offered her a ride to an MTV Video Music Awards after-party.
In their court filing Wednesday, Jay-Z's lawyers cited a recent television interview in which the woman acknowledged inconsistencies in her story.
The filing came before Combs appeared for a pretrial hearing in his criminal case. After lawyers discussed evidentiary deadlines, prosecutors told Judge Arun Subramanian that any new charges against the hip-hop mogul before a May trial would require minimal new evidence to be shared among lawyers.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Jay-Z's lawyers challenge rapper's inclusion in rape lawsuit after accuser's TV interview
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Margie Szaroleta reports on lawyers for musician Jay-Z asking a New York judge to remove him from a lawsuit accusing him of rape.

    


    


In the criminal case, Combs has pleaded not guilty to charges that the Bad Boy Records founder coerced and abused women for years with help from associates and employees. Combs, who has been jailed without bail for three months, hugged his lawyers and touched his heart as he acknowledged his children among spectators.




In the civil case, one of several filed against him, the woman originally asserted that she was raped by Combs at the after-party but did not mention Jay-Z.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Last Friday, NBC aired an interview in which she said she spoke with musicians Benji Madden and his brother at the party, and her father picked her up after the alleged assault. NBC also reported that a representative of the Maddens said they were touring the Midwest during the VMAs, and her father said he does not recall what would have been a drive home of more than five hours.
Jay-Z has said the article proves that Tony Buzbee, a personal injury lawyer in Houston, filed a false complaint against him for money and fame. Attorney Teny R. Geragos, representing Combs, has said the TV interview was a part of the "beginning of the end of this shameful money grab."

    


In the newly filed court papers, Jay-Z's lawyers wrote that the allegations "have caused incalculable harm to Mr. Carter, his family, his businesses, his employees, and his legacy."
Buzzbee told The Associated Press via email that the plaintiffs' lawyers planned to respond in court to the latest filing.
"They continue to file meritless motions that are contrary to the rules and which have absolutely no merit," Buzzbee said.
Buzbee announced in October that he represents some 120 people, men and women, with allegations of sexual misconduct against Combs.
Jay-Z and Combs gained fame in the 2000s, emerging as wide-ranging entrepreneurs and two of the world's wealthiest rappers. Earlier this year, Forbes estimated Jay-Z's net worth to be $2.5 billion.

The artists have collaborated over the years, with Jay-Z featured on Combs' debut album, "No Way Out" and Combs appearing on Jay-Z's sophomore album, "In My Lifetime, Vol. 1."
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            This image taken from vide provided by CNN shows a man who was freed after reporter Clarissa Ward and a Syrian rebel guard discovered him locked in a Damascus prison. It was featured in a story that ran in early December 2024, but CNN has since discovered that the prisoner had lied about his identity. (CNN via AP)
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            This image taken from video provided by CNN shows reporter Clarissa Ward and a man who was freed after she and a Syrian rebel guard discovered him locked in a Damascus prison. It was featured in a story that ran in early December 2024, but CNN has since discovered that the prisoner had lied about his identity. (CNN via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        CNN says its report on a freed Syrian prisoner is not what it initially believed

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            This image taken from vide provided by CNN shows a man who was freed after reporter Clarissa Ward and a Syrian rebel guard discovered him locked in a Damascus prison. It was featured in a story that ran in early December 2024, but CNN has since discovered that the prisoner had lied about his identity. (CNN via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    This image taken from vide provided by CNN shows a man who was freed after reporter Clarissa Ward and a Syrian rebel guard discovered him locked in a Damascus prison. It was featured in a story that ran in early December 2024, but CNN has since discovered that the prisoner had lied about his identity. (CNN via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            This image taken from video provided by CNN shows reporter Clarissa Ward and a man who was freed after she and a Syrian rebel guard discovered him locked in a Damascus prison. It was featured in a story that ran in early December 2024, but CNN has since discovered that the prisoner had lied about his identity. (CNN via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    This image taken from video provided by CNN shows reporter Clarissa Ward and a man who was freed after she and a Syrian rebel guard discovered him locked in a Damascus prison. It was featured in a story that ran in early December 2024, but CNN has since discovered that the prisoner had lied about his identity. (CNN via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            DAVID BAUDER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        CNN is acknowledging that a gripping story it aired last week depicting a Syrian man being let free from a Damascus prison after the fall of dictator Bashar Assad's regime was not what it seemed.
The network said that it has since found out that the man shown in correspondent Clarissa Ward's report, which initially aired on Dec. 11, apparently gave a false identity.
"This moment captures the complexity of the situation in Syria," CNN's Jake Tapper said on Tuesday.
In the report, Ward was being escorted by a Syrian rebel through a prison that had been run by the Syrian Air Force intelligence services and emptied since the Assad government fell. That's what they thought, at least -- until they came upon a padlocked door.
The rebel guard shot the lock to open the door to a cell, where they found a man hiding under a blanket. Clearly bewildered and shaking, he gulped water when offered, said "oh, God, there is light!" when led outdoors and hugged the guard when told of the change in power.

    


He told Ward that his name was Adel Ghurbal from the Syrian city of Homs, and that he was a civilian who had been arrested three months ago and spent time in three different prisons.


But a few days later, a Syrian fact-checking site, Verify-Sy, said that the man was really Salama Mohammad Salama, and that he was a former intelligence officer for the Assad government. CNN obtained a photo of Salama and, through facial recognition software, found that it was a better than 99 percent chance that was the same man from their report, the network said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ward said Tuesday that CNN didn't know why he had been arrested. Verify-Sy reported that Salama, who had a reputation for extortion, had been thrown in prison because of a dispute with a superior officer over sharing some of the profits, she said. CNN has been unable to confirm that or locate Salama, she said.

    


A CNN spokeswoman said that no one outside of the network knew ahead of time of the plans to visit the prison. CNN reported the scene as it unfolded, the network said.
It was arresting video, and the temptation to air Ward's story was obvious. While CNN did due diligence and research in uncovering the problem after the fact, the question is whether the network could have, or should have, done more to verify the prisoner's story before it was used.

"I think we need to be humble about the challenges," Ward said on the air Tuesday. "It is a chaotic atmosphere, there is a huge amount of flux, and it is very difficult to verify information in real time on the ground ... Stories take unexpected turns. We have to continue to report them without fear or favor, but it is immensely challenging in this environment and I think we need to be transparent about that."
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
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                                        A popular social media influencer has issued an apology after a Swedish tabloid published a report saying she created a "work environment filled with fear and psychological pressure" at her fashion brand, Djerf Avenue. 
In an Instagram post on Tuesday, Matilda Djerf said she was "genuinely sorry" to anyone she has "hurt or let down" after the tabloid, Aftonbladet, reported employees at her company had experienced or saw public berating, bullying and a "culture of favoritism and control."
The tabloid's report, which was published last week, cited 11 anonymous former and current workers at the Swedish brand, several of whom said they experienced panic attacks, anxiety and sleep problems while working for Djerf. 
One person told Aftonbladet that Djerf -- whose company focuses on inclusivity -- said she wanted a photo shoot of a plus-sized model redone, using an expletive and saying the model looked too "fat" in the clothes. 

    


The report also cited someone that said Djerf had installed her own toilet at the company that could only be used by her and "her favorites." One employee had to scrub the toilet because it was used by the wrong person, it said. 


"When I started Djerf Avenue I never expected that the company would be what it is today, with so many team members and so much responsibility," Djerf wrote in her post on Instagram, where she has 3 million followers. "I wasn't ready. I had never led a team prior to this, I had never built a company, and under lot of stress, high tempo, and naivety I failed to be the leader and colleague I wish to be along the way. And for that I am so, so sorry."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The 27-year-old also said her business -- which sells apparel, beauty and homeware products -- was making "important changes" to improve the work culture. She said the company has hired a "more experienced" management team and were teaming up with an external organizational psychologist who could talk to employees. 

    


Djerf Avenue is also now doing monthly anonymous surveys to collect feedback from workers, the post said. 
Last year, Djerf was featured on Forbes' "30 under 30" list along with her boyfriend Rasmus Johansson, who co-founded the clothing label with her in 2019. 

Known for her "clean girl" aesthetic looks and bouncy hair, Djerf recently had a prominent campaign with model Hailey Bieber's skincare and beauty line, Rhode. 
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            Dog trainer Luis Estrela plays with a caramelo dog on the set of Netflix film "Caramelo" in Sao Paulo, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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            Director Diego Freitas plays with caramelo dogs on the set of the Netflix film "Caramelo" in Sao Paulo, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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            A caramelo dog pokes its nose through a fence at the Indefesos dog rescue shelter in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            Sao Clemente samba school seamstresses make costumes for Carnival, in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Workshop director Roberto Gomes inspects a caramelo dog costume at the Sao Clemente samba school, whose 2025 Carnival theme is animal abuse and abandonment, in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Sao Clemente samba school workers make costumes for Carnival, in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Bruto, a caramelo dog-turned-national hero from a war in Paraguay, is on display in the Military Police Museum in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Lt. Col. Sidnei Robson Pazini stands next to an exhibition of Bruto, a caramelo dog-turned-national hero from a war in Paraguay, at the Military Police Museum in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Crew members work on the set of the Netflix film "Caramelo," in Sao Paulo, Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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            Lina the caramelo dog lies on a table at Indefesos dog rescue shelter in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            Carnival costumes sit at the Sao Clemente samba school, whose theme for 2025 is animal abuse and abandonment, in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Caramelo dogs and others play at the Indefesos dog rescue shelter in Rio de Janeiro, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            Although Paul Schrader's films aren't necessarily avant-garde or experimental, the writer and director makes the kinds of movies talked about more among film buffs than mass audiences. But in an exclusive interview with The Associated Press, Jacob Elordi rejects the notion that Schrader's movies aren't accessible to a wide audience. Elordi also discussed playing a younger version of Richard Gere's character in "Oh, Canada," Schrader's latest film in theaters now.
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            This image released by Kino Lorber shows filmmaker Paul Schrader, left, with actor Jacob Elordi on the set of "Oh, Canada." (Jeong Park/Kino Lorber via AP)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Jacob Elordi is suddenly everywhere in Hollywood -- so much so that he thinks he must be dreaming.
Amid a remarkable streak of high-profile projects with respected filmmakers -- Sofia Coppola's "Priscilla," Guillermo del Toro's upcoming adaptation of "Frankenstein" and, in theaters now, Paul Schrader's "Oh, Canada" -- the 27-year-old isn't taking his success for granted.
"I don't want to be so arrogant as to say like, you know, 'I choose what is befitting of me,'" he said in an exclusive interview with The Associated Press. "I'm very grateful because to say you choose these things sort of seems too conscious or something. I kind of am in a constant state of like, 'Wake me up from this.'"
"Oh, Canada" tells the story of Leonard Fife (Richard Gere), an acclaimed documentarian on his deathbed who, in what becomes a final act of confession, agrees to have the cameras turned toward him for a documentary about his own life.

    


Elordi plays a young Fife in the film, based on Russell Banks' 2021 novel, "Foregone." Despite their physical differences, Elordi's performance as a younger Gere is believable, thanks in part to the amount of effort he put into studying Gere's mannerisms.


"Richard has such a rich career of films and a really diverse range of films so there was a lot to watch and just kind of copy him, you know? Like Simon Says or something," Elordi said. "The best one for physicality was 'American Gigolo,' because I think he was 29 or something when he made that film. So, it's, you know, not far from where I am now."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Schrader is not known for making big-budget blockbusters. And while the filmmaker has reaped critical praise throughout his prolific career, he's made his share of panned flops.
But that hasn't stopped the 78-year-old from cementing his reputation as a pioneering auteur with an impressive catalog of actors who admire and work with him, including Amanda Seyfried,Willem Dafoe,Oscar Isaac and Nicolas Cage.

    


"There's a list of people who have sort of given to the art form of cinema and he's right up at the top of it," Elordi said. "As soon as the email comes through and it says Paul Schrader, you go, 'OK.'"
Despite that kind of reputation, Schrader is not one to break box office records. As he has looked back on his career, he's been frank about not prioritizing the immediate financial success of the dozens of films he's made.
"To me, shelf life is more valuable than the box office," Schrader said. "I don't expect that much from opening weekend."
Instead, he evaluates a different set of criteria when determining how he feels about a film in his archive: "If I get it made, that's the first level of success. If it's taken seriously, that's the second level of success. And if it actually works with audiences, that's the third."
While his films aren't necessarily avant-garde or experimental, Schrader makes the kinds of movies talked about more among film buffs than mass audiences. His 2017 "First Reformed," for example, will not satiate those who crave closure or clear-cut endings. And "Oh, Canada" is not exactly action-packed.

    


But Elordi rejects the notion that Schrader's movies aren't accessible to a wide audience.
"That kind of gives you like this elitist feel, you know? I hate that cinema conversation," he said. "There's a language in cinema that doesn't really take a long time to learn if you are sort of watching healthy things."
Still, Elordi acknowledged certain movies require patience and a willingness to sit with ambiguity.

"My mom says stuff like that to me all the time. She's like, 'Yeah, but the movie can't just end. Like, I need to know about this, this and this.' And I'm like, 'No, no, the movie can just end, and you can go away and think about it,'" he said.
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            Grammy Award-winner Jacob Collier explains how audiences across the globe contributed his latest album "Djesse Vol. 4" and track "100,000 Voices." (Dec. 18)
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            Jacob Collier poses for a portrait on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jacob Collier poses for a portrait on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jacob Collier poses for a portrait on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jacob Collier poses for a portrait on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jacob Collier poses for a portrait on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jacob Collier poses for a portrait on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jacob Collier poses for a portrait on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jacob Collier poses for a portrait on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jacob Collier poses for a portrait on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jacob Collier poses for a portrait on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jacob Collier poses for a portrait on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jacob Collier poses for a portrait on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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            Jacob Collier poses for a portrait on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Six-time Grammy Award winner Jacob Collier, a fresh voice in contemporary jazz, took an unexpected approach to the final installment of the four-part album series, "Djesse Vol. 4." 
Each volume features collaborations with artists across the globe. But this time, the 30-year-old also harnessed voices of the audience at his shows to create harmonies for the album. Collier often acts as a conductor at his concerts, directing different sections of the crowd to sing segments of his songs, placing microphones around the venue to record their contributions. 
One track on "Djesse Vol. 4" is titled "100,000 Voices," and it quite literally features that many singers.
"There's like over 100,000 people on the album," he says. "Over 100 of those are established artists or members of groups like orchestras and choirs and things that I really love and respect, from every single continent of the world. But yeah, most of 100,000 voices are the audience members from tour."

    


His inventive approach to composition has scored him three Grammy nominations for the 2025 award show, including album of the year, global music performance and best arrangement, instrumental or a cappella. 


He's also the first British artist to win a Grammy for each of his first four albums. Not bad for an artist that began his career posting on YouTube, later to become mentored by the late-great producer Quincy Jones and release a number of critically acclaimed records.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Still, Collier can't believe he's once again up for album of the year, the show's top prize. ("Djesse Vol. 3" was nominated in 2021 but lost to Taylor Swift's "folklore.") In 2025, the other nominees include Swift, Beyonce and Billie Eilish.
"It's thrilling and wild," he says of the honor.
"The album is in some ways like a celebration of the human voice," he says of "Djesse Vol. 4." "I'm almost more proud of what that means philosophically than I am for, like, these specific songs on the record be recognized (for awards). But it's a really thrilling predicament."

    


Collier believes that everyone can sing and considers himself to be "a leader of a choir," in his audience improvisations and onstage collaborators. "I really try to make space for all these different kinds of people to just feel welcome," he says. "And if they can feel welcome, then they're a part of the music."
"Djesse Vol. 4" contains collaborations with artists across genres, including Brandi Carlile, Camilo, aespa, Shawn Mendes, Stormzy, John Legend, Tori Kelly and Coldplay's Chris Martin.
But now that Collier has completed the "Djesse" series, what's next?
"I don't have a clear idea of exactly what's coming next, which I love, actually. Sometimes in life you need those moments of question marks," he says. 
"I've got like about a billion ideas, but I haven't committed to any yet because I think I need a moment just to sort of recalibrate and see."
___

The 67th Grammy Awards will be held Feb. 2, 2025, at Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles. The show will air on CBS and stream on Paramount+. For more coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/grammy-awards.
___
AP Music Writer Maria Sherman contributed to this report from New York.
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                                        Mariah Carey is the Queen of Christmas for a reason -- and not just because "All I Want for Christmas Is You" tops the charts seasonally.
Carey has turned the song into an event, regularly hosting Christmas concerts to celebrate her undisputed smash and long career as a holiday icon. This year, she embarked on the "Christmas Time" tour, a variety show that kicked off on Nov. 6 in Highland, California, hitting many major North American cities, before concluding on Tuesday night at Barclays Center in Brooklyn.
It came to an end in front of a crowd donning shimmery Santa hats and red sequin party dresses. Carey descended onto the stage in a snowflake-shaped throne, leading the audience into a few church staples: "Silent Night" and "O Holy Night" among them.
Her children, twins Roc and Roe, joined in on the fun. At one point, Carey detoured into a medley of her biggest hits: "Emotions," "Hero," "Fantasy," and "We Belong Together" among them.

    


The latter moment came with an unexpected surprise: the elusive Rihanna was in the audience, and Carey signed her chest during an arena-wide sing-a-long of "Always Be My Baby." Ri disappeared as quickly as she emerged, but Carey kept the momentum up, concluding the only way she could -- with a spirited rendition of "All I Want for Christmas Is You."




Earlier this year, Carey's first Christmas album, 1994's "Merry Christmas," turned 30. She told The Associated Press she originally felt apprehensive to record a holiday album and then gave in to the festive spirit.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I was very young and was just starting out and I felt like people do Christmas albums later in their lives. But now people have started to do them whenever, like right at the top of their career," she said. "And I decorated the studio and just had the best time."
___
Krysta Fauria contributed to this report.
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                    Indian author Kiran Desai speaks outside the New York Public Library on Aug. 19, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A new novel from Kiran Desai, her first fiction since the Booker Prize-winning "The Inheritance of Loss" came out nearly 20 years ago, will be published next fall.
Desai's "The Loneliness of Sonia and Sunny" is scheduled for release in September by Hogarth, an imprint of the Random House Publishing Group. Hogarth is calling the novel "a sweeping tale" of two Indians finding their way in the U.S. amidst personal and historical forces. 
"Using the comic lens of an endlessly unresolved romance between two modern Indians, 'The Loneliness of Sonia and Sunny' examines Western and Eastern notions and manifestations of love and solitude as they play out across the geographical and emotional terrain of today's globalized world," Desai said in a statement Wednesday. "I think only a novel can get at the raw truth regarding what people are privately thinking and negotiating."

    


The 53-year-old Desai debuted in 1998 with "Hullabaloo in the Guava Orchard," the comic tale of a young man who chooses to spend his life in a tree. Eight years later, she received international acclaim for "The Inheritance of Loss," released in the U.S. by Atlantic Monthly Press. Winner of the Booker and the National Book Critics Circle award, her novel follows the lives of an undocumented Indian immigrant in the U.S. and of an Anglicized Indian overseas in the state of West Bengal. Desai was 35 when she received the Booker, the youngest woman at the time to win the prize.

Desai's editor at Hogarth, David Ebershoff, said in a statement that her new book is "an expansive tale of multiple generations, a novel infused with equal amounts of heart and mind."
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            Pop star and fashion designer Pharrell Williams was named UNESCO's Goodwill Ambassador for artistic education and entrepreneurship on Tuesday in Paris. 
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            Pharrell Williams gestures as speaks after he was named UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for for Arts, Education and Entrepreneurship at UNESCO headquarters in Paris, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Pharrell Williams, left, holds his diploma of Goodwill Ambassador for for Arts, Education and Entrepreneurship as he poses with UNESCO Director General Audrey Azoulay at UNESCO headquarters in Paris, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Pharrell Williams listening to UNESCO Director General Audrey Azoulay as he was named UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for for Arts, Education and Entrepreneurship at UNESCO headquarters in Paris, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            Pharrell Williams upon arrival at the Louis Vuitton Foundation on the eve of Paris Olympics opening ceremony, Thursday, July 25, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Pop star and fashion designer Pharrell Williams was named UNESCO's goodwill ambassador for artistic education and entrepreneurship on Tuesday in Paris, continuing his cultural dominance of the French capital as Louis Vuitton menswear artistic director and performer at Notre Dame Cathedral's reopening earlier this month.
Williams said he hoped to "deepen that sense of unity and togetherness" in work that "evens the odds for marginalized communities."
He also spoke about his impoverished youth, adding: "Growing up in Virginia, never in my wildest dreams did I think I would be given an opportunity like this one."
The role of goodwill ambassador for the Paris-based U.N. cultural agency involves promoting its initiatives that include protecting Indigenous cultures, advancing education and health care for women, raising awareness about genocide prevention and safeguarding cultural heritage.

    


The U.N. agency said Williams will be "a mentor and role model for young creators, particularly in Africa, where UNESCO supports the development of cultural industries."
Williams joins a list of goodwill ambassadors that includes U.S. jazz musician Herbie Hancock, Brazilian artist Vik Muniz and Japanese filmmaker Naomi Kawase.




Williams has been particularly visible in Paris this year. Shortly before the Paris Olympics, his role as Louis Vuitton menswear designer took center stage during a star-studded event at UNESCO's headquarters. The show, celebrating the beauty of human skin, featured models wearing garments in shades representing the diverse hues of humanity.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
UNESCO leaders hope that Williams' global influence and deep connections to fashion and music will draw fresh attention to the agency's work.
Williams is American, and his selection as goodwill ambassador also may be highlighting the readmission of the United States to UNESCO last year.


    


The U.S. exit under President Donald Trump cited alleged anti-Israel bias within the agency. The decision followed a 2011 decision by UNESCO to include Palestine as a member state, which led the U.S. and Israel to cease financing for the agency.
The U.S. return under President Joe Biden was marked by a flag-raising ceremony attended by U.S. First Lady Jill Biden.
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Harmful gas billowing from Texas and New Mexico comes mostly from smaller leaks, researchers say
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                    In this photo made with an Optical Gas Imaging thermal camera, a plume of heat from a flare burning off methane and other hydrocarbons is detected in the background next to an oil pumpjack as a cow walks through a field in the Permian Basin in Jal, N.M., Oct. 14, 2021. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)
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                                        The blob on the satellite image is a rainbow of colors. An analyst digitally sharpens it and there, highlighted in red, is the source: a concrete oil pad spewing methane.
In the 75,000-square-mile (194-square-kilometer) Permian Basin straddling Texas and New Mexico, the most productive oil and gas region in the world, huge amounts of the powerful greenhouse gas escape from wells, compressor stations and other equipment.
Most efforts to reduce emissions have focused on so-called "super emitters" like the one in the satellite image, which are relatively easy to find with improving satellite imaging and other aerial sensing.
Now researchers say much smaller sources are collectively responsible for about 72% of methane emissions from oil and gas fields throughout the contiguous U.S. These have often gone undetected.
"It's really (important to) approach the problem from both ends because the high-emitting super emitters are important, but so are the smaller ones," said James Williams, a post-doctoral science fellow at the Environmental Defense Fund and lead author on a new study that took a comprehensive look at emissions within the nation's oil and gas basins.

    


Addressing methane is important because it accounts for about one third of all greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change.




Tackling methane emissions in the Permian is especially challenging because there are more than 130,000 active well sites owned by everyone from family operators to international conglomerates, experts said. Each site can have multiple oil wells.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"The Permian is in many ways the most complicated basin in the world; it's incredibly dense there ... with big, small and everything in between," said Steve Hamburg, chief scientist at the Environmental Defense Fund.
What's more, pipelines, processing and other activities often are owned by different companies -- with tens of thousands of points where methane might escape, either through leaks or intentional venting.

    


An Israeli company that used satellite data and artificial intelligence to look for leaks in Midland County, Texas, the heart of the Permian Basin, found 50 separate plumes emanating from 16 of 30 sites it monitored. Most were bleeding over 4,500 kilograms of harmful gas per hour and five exceeded 10,000, far above the Environmental Protection Agency's super emitter threshold of 100 kg/hr.
But the biggest surprise, "was seeing a lot of small emissions in this very crowded place ... so close to each other, so close to an area where people actually live," said Omer Shenhar, vice president of product at Momentick, which provides satellite-based monitoring to oil and gas companies.
Methane traps over 80 times more heat close to the Earth than carbon dioxide does, ton for ton. What's more, concentrations have almost tripled since pre-industrial times.
A powerful new satellite called MethaneSAT that launched this year will be able to detect small emissions over wide areas that other satellites can't. Researchers will also be able to track methane over time in all the world's major oil-producing basins.

    


"We've never had that," said the EDF's Hamburg, who leads the project.
Although the satellite cannot pinpoint those smaller sources, "you don't need to" because operators on the ground can find the sources, Hamburg said.
In the U.S., oil and gas companies will be required to routinely look for leaks at new and existing sites, including from wells, production facilities and compressor station under a new EPA rule.
The rule also phases out the practice of routinely burning off excess methane, called flaring, and requires upgrading devices that leak methane.
States have until 2026 to develop a plan to implement that rule for existing sources.
Oil and natural gas companies also would have to pay a federal fee per ton of leaked methane above a certain level under a final rule announced last month by the Biden administration, although the incoming Trump administration could eliminate that. 
Methane -- the primary component of natural gas -- is valuable commercially, yet many operators in the Permian regard it as a nuisance byproduct of oil production and flare it because they haven't built pipelines to carry it to market, Duren and Hamburg said. 

    


Neither the Permian Basin Petroleum Association nor the U.S. Oil & Gas Association responded to requests for comment.
Riley Duren, CEO of the nonprofit Carbon Mapper, who was not involved in the study, said it's always important to tackle super emitters because they have such an outsize impact. They are often fleeting but not always. Some continue for weeks, months or years.
Everything adds up.
"I think ... what percentage of the total comes from a large number of small sources versus super emitters is less important than what do you do with the information," said Duren. There are "literally thousands and thousands of pieces of equipment and they can blow a leak at any time."
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/methane-gas-texas-permian-basin-satellite-climate-81b9cfea311275806c6fbf8621f821c2



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    2 killed and 3 injured when freight train derails in small West Texas city | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



2 killed and 3 injured when freight train derails in small West Texas city

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        PECOS, Texas (AP) -- Two Union Pacific employees were killed and three people were injured when a freight train collided with a tractor-trailer and derailed in a small West Texas city, authorities said Thursday.
The train derailed around 5 p.m. Wednesday in Pecos, the city said on Facebook. Union Pacific said Thursday that two employees had been killed. Pecos Police Chief Lisa Tarango said the other injuries were minor.
The hazardous materials that were being carried on the train included lithium ion batteries and air bags, but none were released in the derailment, city officials said. 
Leaked diesel fuel was contained, officials said.
Ronald Lee, emergency services chief for Reeves County, said that some of those injured were in the Chamber of Commerce building, which was damaged in the derailment. He said people have been advised not to enter the building.


    


The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen union said in a statement that the derailment is "a reminder that much more needs to be done to make railroading safer."
Pecos, which has a population of about 13,000, is located about 200 miles (321 kilometers) east of El Paso.
The National Transportation Safety Board sent a team to investigate.
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            In this image provided by Dawn Felicani, Tiki, a 20-year-old blind cat, walks on the thin ice of Nabnasset Pond, before being rescued, Monday Dec. 16, 2024, in Westford, Mass. (Dawn Felicani via AP)
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            In this image provided by Dawn Felicani, Tiki, a 20-year-old blind cat, sits on the thin ice of Nabnasset Pond, before being rescued, Monday Dec. 16, 2024, in Westford, Mass. (Dawn Felicani via AP)
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            In this image provided by Dawn Felicani, Tiki, a 20-year-old blind cat, is toweled dry after being rescued from the thin ice of Nabnasset Pond, Monday Dec. 16, 2024, in Westford, Mass. (Dawn Felicani via AP)
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                                        Tiki, a 20-year-old blind black-and-white cat, likes to roam about outdoors. But this time he caused a scare after he was seen on ice floating in a Massachusetts pond and then fell in.
He has an alert passerby and a couple of nearby construction workers to thank for his rescue. 
"The crackling happened, and I was like, hysterical," passerby Dawn Felicani recalled Thursday. "And all of a sudden, it fell in! It's little head was sticking out! I'm in tears, and I'm freaking out."
She called first responders and a local animal control officer in Westford on Monday. One of two construction workers at a neighboring house hopped into a rowboat and the other pushed him out and helped him navigate Nabnasset Pond. The worker in the boat used a shovel as he moved to break through the ice and fetched him from the water. 
Tiki was taken inside, toweled off and wrapped in blankets. 

    


Animal control officer Kirsten Hirschler said in a news release that Tiki was shivering, lethargic and in shock. He was taken to a veterinarian. She said that his temperature was so low "it didn't even register on the thermometer."



She said she believed that Tiki might have been chased onto the ice by a predator and found himself stuck there. He usually doesn't venture that far, his owner John Arden said Thursday. 
Tiki is doing well and is acting like nothing ever happened, Arden said. 
He and his wife have owned Tiki since he was a kitten. He's been blind for about a year, but still gets about fine.
"He's pretty annoyed that he can't go back outside," Arden said.
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                    New Orleans Police Superintendent Anne Kirkpatrick, center, meets with officers after several people were killed and injured in a shooting in New Orleans, Nov. 17, 2024. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP, File)
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- New Orleans police arrested a man suspected in one of the mass shootings that broke out within one hour of each other during a large parade on Nov. 17, authorities said Wednesday.
The suspect and another person were arguing before the two began shooting at each other, injuring nine bystanders and Harris, according to a statement from the New Orleans Police Department. The man was detained last week.
The suspect, who had been on parole, faces charges of being a felon in possession of a firearm, illegal discharge of a firearm and reckless discharge of a firearm at a parade.
Police say they also arrested a man shortly after the shooting as he attempted to flee in a stolen vehicle. He faces charges of theft and possession of a stolen vehicle and being a felon in possession of a firearm.
Earlier this month, police arrested another man accused of gunning down an aspiring photographer and his uncle at the same parade about 45 minutes after the first shooting.


    


The parade, put on by the Nine Times Social Aid & Pleasure Club, was part of the beloved New Orleans tradition of "second-lines" in which crowds follow brass bands through the streets. These parades are an important part of the city's Black culture.
Additional arrests and charges are expected, police said.
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            FILE- Alabama's lethal injection chamber is shown Oct. 7, 2002, at Holman Correctional Facility in Atmore, Ala. (AP Photo/Dave Martin, File)
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            This photo provided by the Missouri Department of Corrections shows Marcellus Williams. (Missouri Department of Corrections via AP, File)
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            Summer Hishmeh, center, and Sakura Hassan, both from St. Louis, hold hands and cry as they walk with another man away from a protest against the execution of Marcellus Williams outside of the Missouri Department of Corrections prison, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, in Bonne Terre, Mo. (Zachary Linhares/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 9 | 
            Deacon Dave Billips, with the Office of Peace and Justice with the St. Louis Archdiocese, holds a sign as he stands with protesters holding space to halt the execution of Marcellus Williams Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, outside the Carnahan Courthouse in St. Louis. (Laurie Skrivan/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP, File)
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            Joseph Amrine, who was exonerated two decades ago after spending years on death row, speaks at a rally to support Missouri death row inmate Marcellus Williams in Clayton, Mo., Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jim Salter, File)
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            Texas lawmakers meet with Robert Roberson at a prison in Livingston, Texas, Sept. 27, 2024. (Criminal Justice Reform Caucus via AP, File)
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            FILE -= Sascha Anderson, right, and Sam McRae, left, hold signs as they stand outside a room where a committee is discussing the case of death row inmate Robert Roberson, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File)
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            Texas state representatives Lacey Hull, left, and John Bucy III comment during a press conference after the stay granted by the Texas Supreme Court to halt the execution of Robert Roberson, at the Huntsville Unit of the Texas State Penitentiary, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in Huntsville, Texas. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke, File)
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            Phillip McGraw, testifies during a committee hearing in the case of death row inmate Robert Roberson at the Texas State Capitol in Austin, Texas, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (Juan Figueroa/The Dallas Morning News via AP, File)
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            This photo provided by the Missouri Department of Corrections shows Marcellus Williams. (Missouri Department of Corrections via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 9

                                    
                                    This photo provided by the Missouri Department of Corrections shows Marcellus Williams. (Missouri Department of Corrections via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 9 | 
            Summer Hishmeh, center, and Sakura Hassan, both from St. Louis, hold hands and cry as they walk with another man away from a protest against the execution of Marcellus Williams outside of the Missouri Department of Corrections prison, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, in Bonne Terre, Mo. (Zachary Linhares/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP, File)
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            Deacon Dave Billips, with the Office of Peace and Justice with the St. Louis Archdiocese, holds a sign as he stands with protesters holding space to halt the execution of Marcellus Williams Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, outside the Carnahan Courthouse in St. Louis. (Laurie Skrivan/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP, File)
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            Joseph Amrine, who was exonerated two decades ago after spending years on death row, speaks at a rally to support Missouri death row inmate Marcellus Williams in Clayton, Mo., Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jim Salter, File)
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            Texas lawmakers meet with Robert Roberson at a prison in Livingston, Texas, Sept. 27, 2024. (Criminal Justice Reform Caucus via AP, File)
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            FILE -= Sascha Anderson, right, and Sam McRae, left, hold signs as they stand outside a room where a committee is discussing the case of death row inmate Robert Roberson, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File)
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            Texas state representatives Lacey Hull, left, and John Bucy III comment during a press conference after the stay granted by the Texas Supreme Court to halt the execution of Robert Roberson, at the Huntsville Unit of the Texas State Penitentiary, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024, in Huntsville, Texas. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke, File)
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            Phillip McGraw, testifies during a committee hearing in the case of death row inmate Robert Roberson at the Texas State Capitol in Austin, Texas, Monday, Oct. 21, 2024. (Juan Figueroa/The Dallas Morning News via AP, File)
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- The number of executions in the U.S. remained near historic lows in 2024 and was mostly carried out in a small group of states, including Alabama, which became the first state to use nitrogen gas as an execution method, according to an annual report on capital punishment.
The report by the Death Penalty Information Center was released on Thursday, the same day that Oklahoma conducted the nation's 25th and final execution of the year. Kevin Ray Underwood received a lethal injection Thursday morning for the killing of a 10-year-old girl that was part of a cannibalistic fantasy.
"The dramatic drop in new death sentences over the years, I think is the most current indicator of attitudes and reflects the public's growing reluctance to use the death penalty," said Robin M. Maher, executive director of the Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit center, which takes no position on capital punishment but has criticized the way states carry out executions.
Here's what to know about the use of the death penalty in the U.S. in 2024.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Four states were responsible for 76% of executions
While the number of executions in 2024 was just one more than the previous year, it was the 10th consecutive year with fewer than 30 executions. Four states -- Alabama, Missouri, Oklahoma and Texas -- carried out 76% of executions this year, according to the center's report.
In 2024, there were 26 new death sentences, marking the tenth consecutive year with fewer than 50 people sentenced to death.
More than 20 years ago, there were more than double the number of executions and more than five times the number of new death sentences, Maher said.
After the Supreme Court lifted its ban on capital punishment in 1976, executions steadily increased, peaking at 98 in 1999. Since then, executions have continued to steadily drop.
"We are seeing a pretty dramatic decrease in the use of the death penalty, especially in states other than your primary players," said Michael Benza, a law professor at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland.

    


Alabama becomes first state to use nitrogen in an execution
Benza said while more and more states are becoming "de facto abolition states" by not actively carrying out executions, their use remains strong in a small number of states, including Alabama, Florida, Oklahoma and Texas.
"It's always been a sort of uniquely southern institution and it's becoming more so," Benza said.
One of these southern states -- Alabama -- became the first state to use nitrogen gas as an execution method when it put to death Kenneth Eugene Smith in January. Alabama used nitrogen to execute two more inmates in September and November.
Some states have continued looking for new ways to execute people because the drugs used in lethal injections have become difficult to find.
Only nine states executed individuals in 2024. Seven of these nine states rank among the top ten executing states in the modern era, according to the report. Three states -- Indiana, South Carolina and Utah -- resumed executions after long hiatuses.
Texas, which has been the nation's busiest capital punishment state, only had five executions in 2024. Executions in Texas have fallen to single digits for eight of the last nine years, according the Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, which also released its annual report on Thursday.

    


"Even as use of the death penalty remains historically low in Texas, it continues to be imposed disproportionately on people of color and dependent largely on geography," the coalition said in its report.
Missouri has been one the most active death penalty states but that's likely to change as only eight men remain on its death row, down from nearly 100 in the 1990s.
Death row inmates get support from unlikely sources
While support for the death penalty remains entrenched in Texas, Missouri and Oklahoma, some conservative lawmakers and prosecutors in those states publicly supported efforts to stop several executions.
In Texas, a bipartisan group of lawmakers used an unconventional strategy to delay Robert Roberson's Oct. 17 execution: issuing a subpoena for Roberson to testify days after he was scheduled to die.
Lawyers for Oklahoma death row inmate Richard Glossip, as well as state prosecutors, appeared before the U.S. Supreme Court in October to jointly ask that his conviction and death sentence be overturned.

    


In Missouri, county prosecutors and family members of a woman who had been fatally stabbed unsuccessfully petitioned to have Marcellus Williams' death sentence be commuted to life in prison.
"We saw the most public engagements this past year in cases where the public was outraged about a potential execution," Maher said.
The U.S. Supreme Court's diminishing role with the death penalty
The Supreme Court continued to retreat from the role it has historically played in regulating and limiting use of the death penalty, Maher said.

In 2024, the Supreme Court granted just three out of 117 inmate requests to stay an execution or review claims in a case, the report said. This is similar to what the high court has done in recent years.
"They have been very active in denying defendants' access to the courts, not so active in regulating the state use of the death penalty," Benza said.

    


___
Follow Juan A. Lozano: https://twitter.com/juanlozano70
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            A convenience store's ice storage is a sign of the times on a blustery winter day in Bismarck, N.D., on Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)
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            A snowplow clears a street on Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, in Bismarck, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)
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            Phil Helfrich fuels up his vehicle on Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, in Bismarck, N.D., as blustery winter weather bore down. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)
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                                        BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) -- A fast-moving winter storm brought snow, ice, strong winds and bitter cold to much of the upper Midwest, snarling traffic in the Twin Cities and forcing North Dakota officials to shut down an interstate highway.
The National Weather Service issued a winter storm warning for large areas of Minnesota, Wisconsin and the Dakotas, where some interstates were snow-covered and treacherous. Several fender-benders and slide-offs were reported, some causing injuries. There were no immediate reports of deaths. 
Up to 7 inches (18 centimeters) of snow were possible in Minnesota, including the Twin Cities, where Thursday morning rush hour slowed to a crawl and several accidents were reported as snowfall intensified.
North Dakota was getting the worst of it. Blustery winds of up to 50 mph (80 kilometers per hour) were common Wednesday night into Thursday morning. Snowfall totals were mostly under 6 inches (15 centimeters) -- not a lot by North Dakota standards, but enough to make roads dangerous.

    


Freezing rain only added to the slipperiness. The North Dakota Highway Patrol issued a "no travel advisory" urging motorists to stay off the roads. That wasn't an option for large vehicles in one corner of the state: "No Oversize loads in the Northwest Region until further notice," the patrol posted on Facebook.




A 50-mile (80-kilometer) stretch of Interstate 94 in North Dakota, starting at the Montana state line, was closed for about 90 minutes Thursday morning when snow and ice made the road virtually impassable, and eventually blocked by trucks.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's a section of the Badlands that goes through that area, so there's quite a few hills," highway patrol Sgt. Coby Hubble said. "We had commercial motor vehicles that could not pass through that area and became stuck."
Snowfall of 5 to 7 inches (13 to 18 centimeters) was expected in parts of Wisconsin and Minnesota. Minnesota forecasters called for gusty winds throughout the day, creating the potential for whiteout conditions.

    


Phil Helfrich was fueling up his car in windy and largely barren Bismarck in anticipation of a trip to Denver on Friday to see his grandchildren. The weather, he said, wouldn't stop him, noting that his car was equipped with snow tires. He also packed a winter survival kit.
"I'm excited and my grandboys are excited," Helfrich said.
In some ways, the snow was overdue. Until this week, less than 3 inches (8 centimeters) of snow had fallen in the Twin Cities, which typically gets over a foot (30 centimeters) of snow by mid-December.

Whether the snow sticks around long enough for a white Christmas is uncertain. The forecast through the holiday is snow-free for most of the upper Midwest, with temperatures rising above freezing early next week.
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                    New United States citizens wave American flags during a naturalization ceremony during halftime at an NFL football game between the Jacksonville Jaguars and the New York Jets, Dec. 15, 2024, in Jacksonville, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)
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                                        Immigration in 2024 drove U.S. population growth to its fastest rate in 23 years as the nation surpassed 340 million residents, the U.S. Census Bureau said Thursday.
The 1% growth rate this year was the highest it has been since 2001, and it was a marked contrast to the record low of 0.2% set in 2021 at the height of pandemic restrictions on travel to the United States, according to the annual population estimates.
Immigration this year increased by 2.8 million people, partly because of a new method of counting that adds people who were admitted for humanitarian reasons. Net international migration accounted for 84% of the nation's 3.3 million-person increase between 2023 and 2024.
Births outnumbered deaths in the United States by almost 519,000 between 2023 and 2024, which was an improvement over the historic low of 146,000 in 2021 but still well below the highs of previous decades.

    


Immigration had a meaningful impact not only nationally but also for individual states, accounting for all of the growth in 16 states that otherwise would have lost population from residents moving out-of-state or from deaths outpacing births, William Frey, a demographer at The Brookings Institution, said in an email.




"While some of the surge may be attributed to border crossings of asylees and humanitarian migrants in an unusual year, these numbers also show how immigration can be an important contributor to population gains in a large swath of the nation that would otherwise be experiencing slow growth or declines," Frey said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
As it has been throughout the 2020s, the South was the fastest growing region in the United States in 2024, adding more new residents -- 1.8 million people -- than all the other regions combined. Texas added the most people at 562,941 new residents, followed by Florida with an additional 467,347 new residents. The District of Columbia had the nation's fastest growth rate at 2.2%.

    


The group of people being included in the international migration estimates are those who enter the country through humanitarian parole, which has been granted for seven decades by Republican and Democratic presidential administrations to people unable to use standard immigration routes because of time pressure or their government's poor relations with the U.S. The Migration Policy Institute, a Washington-based research organization, said last week that more than 5.8 million people were admitted under various humanitarian policies from 2021 to 2024.
Capturing the number of new immigrants is the most difficult part of the annual U.S. population estimates. Although the newly announced change in methodology is unrelated, the timing comes a month before a return to the White House of President-elect Donald Trump, who has promised mass deportations of people in the United States illegally.
The bureau's annual calculation of how many migrants entered the United States in the 2020s has been much lower than the numbers cited by other federal agencies, such as the Congressional Budget Office. The Census Bureau estimated 1.1 million immigrants entered the United States in 2023, while the Congressional Budget Office's estimate was 3.3 million people. With the revised method, last year's immigration figures are now recalculated by the Census Bureau at 2.3 million people, or an additional 1.2 million people.

The population estimates provide the official population counts each year between the once-a-decade census for the United States, the 50 states, counties and metro areas. The figures are used for distributing trillions of dollars in federal funding.

    


___
Follow Mike Schneider on the social platform X: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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                    Specialist Anthony Matesic works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange as the rate decision of the Federal Reserve is announced, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are stabilizing Thursday following one of their worst days of the year.
The S&P 500 rose 0.7% in midday trading, a day after tumbling 2.9% when the Federal Reserve said it may deliver fewer cuts to interest rates next year than earlier thought. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 255 points, or 0.6%, as of 11:45 a.m. Eastern time, following Wednesday's drop of more than 1,100 points. The Nasdaq composite rose 0.9%. 
Indexes are still near their records, and the S&P 500 is still on track for one of its best years of the millennium. Wednesday's drop just took some of the enthusiasm out of the market, which critics had already been warning was overly buoyant and would need everything to go correctly for it to justify its high prices. 
Traders are now expecting the Federal Reserve to deliver just one or maybe two cuts to interest rates next year, according to data from CME Group. Some are even betting on none. A month ago, the majority saw at least two cuts in 2025 as a safe bet. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Stock market today: Wall Street rises to recover some of Wednesday's sell-off
    

    
    
    Wall Street is in recovery mode. We hear more from AP's Seth Sutel. 

    


    


Wall Street loves lower interest rates because they give the economy a boost and goose prices for investments, but they can also provide fuel for inflation. 




Darden Restaurants, the company behind Olive Garden and other chains, helped lift the market after leaping 14.5%. It delivered profit for the latest quarter that edged past analysts' expectations. The operator of LongHorn Steakhouses also gave a forecast for revenue for this fiscal year that topped analysts'. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Accenture rose 6.7% after the professional services company topped expectations for profit in the latest quarter. CEO Julie Sweet said it saw growth around the world, and the company raised its forecast for revenue this fiscal year.
Amazon shares added 2.2%, even as workers at seven of its facilities went on strike Thursday in the middle of the online retail giant's busiest time of the year. Amazon says it doesn't expect an impact on its operations during what the workers' union calls the largest strike against the company in U.S. history.

    


They helped offset a tumble for Micron Technology, which fell 15.6% despite reporting stronger profit than expected. The computer memory company's revenue fell short of Wall Street's forecasts, and CEO Sanjay Mehrotra said it expects demand from consumers to remain weaker in the near term. It gave a forecast for revenue in the current quarter that was well short of what analysts were thinking.
Lamb Weston, which makes French fries and other potato products, dropped 21.6% after falling short of analysts' expectations for profit and revenue in the latest quarter. It also cut its financial targets for the fiscal year, saying demand for frozen potatoes is continuing to soften, particularly outside North America. The company replaced its chief executive. 
In the bond market, yields were mixed a day after shooting higher on expectations that the Fed would deliver fewer cuts to rates in 2025. Reports on the U.S. economy came in mixed.
One showed the overall economy grew at a 3.1% annualized rate during the summer, faster than earlier thought. The economy has remained remarkably resilient even though the Fed held its main interest rate at a two-decade high for a while before beginning to cut them in September. 

    


A separate report showed fewer U.S. workers applied for unemployment benefits last week, an indication that the job market also remains solid. But a third report said manufacturing in the mid-Atlantic region is unexpectedly contracting again despite economists' expectations for growth. 
The yield on the 10-year Treasury rose to 4.55% from 4.52% late Wednesday and from less than 4.20% earlier this month. 
But the two-year yield, which more closely tracks expectations for action by the Fed in the near term, eased back to 4.29% from 4.35%. 
The rise in longer-term yields has put pressure on the housing market by keeping mortgage rates higher. Homebuilder Lennar fell 5.6% after it reported weaker profit and revenue for the latest quarter than analysts expected.

    


CEO Stuart Miller said that "the housing market that appeared to be improving as the Fed cut short-term interest rates, proved to be far more challenging as mortgage rates rose" through the quarter. 
"Even while demand remained strong, and the chronic supply shortage continued to drive the market, our results were driven by affordability limitations from higher interest rates," he said.
A report on Thursday may have offered some encouragement for the housing industry. It showed a pickup in sales of previously occupied homes. 
In stock markets abroad, London's FTSE 100 fell 1.2% after the Bank of England paused its cuts to rates and kept its main interest rate unchanged on Thursday. The move comes as inflation there moved further above the central bank's 2% target rate, while the British economy is flatlining at best.

The Bank of Japan also kept its benchmark interest rate unchanged, and Tokyo's Nikkei 225 fell 0.7%. Indexes likewise sank across much of the rest of Asia and Europe.

    


___
AP Business Writers Matt Ott and Elaine Kurtenbach contributed. 
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                    A sign announcing a home for sale is posted outside a home, Feb. 1, 2024, in Kennesaw, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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                                        Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes rose in November to their fastest pace since March with home shoppers encouraged by a wider selection of properties on the market, even as mortgage rates mostly ticked higher.
Existing home sales rose 4.8% last month, from October, to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 4.15 million, the National Association of Realtors said Thursday. 
Sales accelerated 6.1% compared with November last year, representing the biggest year-over-year gain since June 2021. The latest home sales topped the 4.1 million pace economists were expecting, according to FactSet.
Home prices increased on an annual basis for the 17th consecutive month. The national median sales price rose 4.7% from a year earlier, to $406,100. 
Despite increasing in November and October, home sales are still running below last year's pace, when they sank to a nearly 30-year low. 

    


"Looks like we won't match last year in terms of the annual total, so it will be the lowest home sales since 1995," said Lawrence Yun, the NAR's chief economist.
The U.S. housing market has been in a sales slump dating back to 2022, when mortgage rates began to climb from pandemic-era lows. A shortage of homes for sale has helped prop up prices, which as of last month are up 50% nationally since 2019. 




Mortgage rates have come down this year after the average rate on a 30-year home loan reached a 23-year high of nearly 8% in October 2023, but not nearly enough to make a difference for many would-be homebuyers. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The average rate eased to a two-year low just above 6% in September following the Federal Reserve's decision to cut its main interest rate for the first time in more than four years. But it has mostly risen since then. It was 6.6% last week, according to mortgage buyer Freddie Mac.
Home sales that closed last month likely reflect contracts signed in September and October, when mortgage rates were more attractive.

    


Heading into next year, the outlook for mortgage rates remains cloudy. Many economists predict that the average rate on a 30-year mortgage will ease next year, but generally hold above 6%. 
Mortgage rates are influenced by several factors, including the moves in the yield on U.S. 10-year Treasury bonds, which lenders use as a guide to price home loans. Bond yields shot up Wednesday after the Fed signaled that it will likely deliver fewer cuts to rates next year than it forecast just a few months ago. While the central bank doesn't set mortgage rates, its actions and the trajectory of inflation influence the moves in the 10-year Treasury yield. 
Home shoppers who could afford to buy in November benefited from a pickup in the homes that are available. There were 1.33 million unsold homes at the end of last month, down 2.9% from October, but up 17.7% from November last year, NAR said.
That translates to a 3.8-month supply at the current sales pace, down from a 4.2-month pace at the end of October last year, but up from 3.5-month pace in November last year. Traditionally, a 5- to 6-month supply is considered a balanced market between buyers and sellers.

    


"We are seeing sales increase because of this increase in inventory of inventory," Yun said.
Still, the supply of homes on the market remains about 30% below what it was before the pandemic.
Limited inventory, especially in the more affordable price range of a given market, helps drive prices higher. That's one reason first-time homebuyers, who don't have any home equity to put toward their down payment, continue to struggle to afford a home.

They accounted for just 30% of all homes sold last month. That's up from 27% in October, but down from 31% in November last year. First-time buyers have accounted for 40% of sales historically.
Homebuyers who can afford to sidestep mortgage rates and pay all cash for a home accounted for 25% of sales last month, down from 27% a year earlier.
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            1 of 206 | 
            A youth wearing the jersey of Argentine player Lionel Messi plays soccer in a public field in the Druze village of Majdal Shams, located near the "Alpha Line" that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            2 of 206 | 
            Homes cover a hill in the town of Majdal Shams, near the "Alpha Line" that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, early Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            3 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis is kisses by a child during the weekly general audience at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            4 of 206 | 
            Smoke rises from the parliament building following a protest by opposition in Monrovia, Liberia, Wednesday, Dec 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Anthony Williams)
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            5 of 206 | 
            Mary Jane Veloso, center, a Filipino woman who spent almost 15 years in an Indonesian prison for drug trafficking and was nearly executed by firing squad in 2015, is reunited with her family as she arrives at the Correctional Institution for Women in Mandaluyong, Philippines Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            6 of 206 | 
            Disabled vehicles and response vehicles are seen on the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway, which spans 24 miles over the lake, after a pileup due to morning fog in New Orleans, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            7 of 206 | 
            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            8 of 206 | 
            Robert Kennedy Jr., President-elect Donald Trump's pick to lead the Health and Human Services Department, walks between meetings with senators on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            9 of 206 | 
            Michigan State guard Jase Richardson, right, reacts as guard Jaden Akins dunks during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Oakland, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            10 of 206 | 
            Investigators work at the place where Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces and his assistant, seen at lower center, were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            11 of 206 | 
            Members from Bashar Assad's Syrian army period line up to register with Syrian rebels as part of a "identification and reconciliation process" at a army compound in Latakia, Syria, Tuesday Dec. 17, 2024.(AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            12 of 206 | 
            Salma Safadi cries as she speaks with her sister Sawsan Safadi, who is inside the buffer zone near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            13 of 206 | 
            A family leaves the shelter after multiple injuries were reported following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 206 | 
            Robert F. Kennedy Jr., President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Secretary of Health and Human Services, arrives at the Hart Building to meet with senators at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            15 of 206 | 
            SoftBank Group CEO Masayoshi Son smiles with President-elect Donald Trump during a news conference at Mar-a-Lago, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            16 of 206 | 
            Radio City Rockettes perform the Parade of the Wooden Soldiers dance during the Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            17 of 206 | 
            In this photo taken with a long exposure, a person walks a dog past Christmas lights in a park, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Lenexa, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            18 of 206 | 
            A follower of Saint Lazarus, known as the protector of the sick, crawls as a self-imposed penance during a pilgrimage to the saint's shrine for his annual feast day, in Santiago de Las Vegas, Cuba, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            19 of 206 | 
            Indian army soldiers perform Kalari Payattu, a traditional exercise in Kolkata, India, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024 during the military tattoo celebrating the Victory Day, marking the India's victory over Pakistan in the 1971 war to liberate Bangladesh. (AP Photo/Bikas Das)
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            20 of 206 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump, from left, Elon Musk and Vice President-elect JD Vance attend the NCAA college football game between Army and Navy at Northwest Stadium in Landover, Md., on Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            21 of 206 | 
            Athletes compete in the men's 4 X 7.5 km relay event at the Biathlon World Cup in Hochfilzen, Austria, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            22 of 206 | 
            Competitors in Santa Claus costumes stretch before the annual Santa Run in Mexico City, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ginnette Riquelme)
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            23 of 206 | 
            Cincinnati Bengals tight end Mike Gesicki (88) is flipped into the air by Tennessee Titans cornerback Daryl Worley (35) as safety Amani Hooker (37) looks on during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            24 of 206 | 
            Syrian fighters detain men suspects of looting at a residential complex of former Bashar Assad's military officers at the village of Husseiniyeh, in the outskirts of Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. A rebel force deployed to the village in southeastern Damascus to stop looters who swarmed a residential complex in the area and set some apartments on fire. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            25 of 206 | 
            Pakistani farmers boil sugarcane juice and then make balls by hand to make the traditional sweet called "Gurr," on the outskirts of Peshawar, Pakistan, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Sajjad)
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            26 of 206 | 
            Residents visit the ancient Aleppo Citadel in the old city of Aleppo, Syria, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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            27 of 206 | 
            A Syrian girl with the colours of the "revolutionary" Syrian flag on her face, takes a selfie in front of the ancient Aleppo Citadel in the old city of Aleppo, Syria, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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            28 of 206 | 
            An aerial view of remaining buildings is seen which were not only destroyed during the civil war, they were also demolished by the government or stripped by thieves, at the Palestinian refugee camp of Yarmouk, outside Damascus, Syria, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            29 of 206 | 
            Participants celebrate after hearing the news that South Korea's parliament voted to impeach President Yoon Suk Yeol outside the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. The signs read "Punish the rebellion leader Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            30 of 206 | 
            Cadets celebrate during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Navy, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, in Landover, Md. (AP Photo/Daniel Kucin Jr.)
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            31 of 206 | 
            Israelis protest against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government and call for the release of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            32 of 206 | 
            A dead child is carried into the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah after an Israeli army strike in the Bureij refugee camp, central Gaza Strip, Saturday Dec. 14, 2024.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            33 of 206 | 
            An aerial view of the Christmas lights decoration of Pedion tou Areos park in Athens, Greece, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Varaklas)
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            34 of 206 | 
            Cinthia Falcon, right, dressed as Santa Claus, pushes a cart filled with gifts to deliver to children at a pre-Christmas celebration organized by "Los Chicos de la Via" soup kitchen, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            35 of 206 | 
            Whirling dervishes of the Mevlevi order perform during a Sheb-i Arus ceremony in Kasimpasa Mevlevihane in Istanbul, Turkey, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, the month when a series of events are held to commemorate the death of 13th century Islamic scholar, poet and Sufi mystic Jalaladdin Rumi in different cities of Turkey. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            36 of 206 | 
            Frozen trees surround a chapel on a cold day, in Oberreifenberg near Frankfurt, Germany, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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            37 of 206 | 
            A child walks along the Sea of Galilee, northern Israel, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            38 of 206 | 
            The full moon rises behind Christmas lights at Pedion tou Areos park in Athens, Greece, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Varaklas)
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            39 of 206 | 
            Grave markers are seen at sunrise at Arlington National Cemetery during Wreaths Across America Day on Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)
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            40 of 206 | 
            Staff Sgt. Frederick Hovasapian carries a wreath to a grave marker at Arlington National Cemetery during Wreaths Across America Day on Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)
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            41 of 206 | 
            Syrians wave "revolutionary" Syrian flags during a celebratory demonstration following the first Friday prayers since Bashar Assad's ouster, in Damascus' central square, Syria, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            42 of 206 | 
            Alon Alexander, 37, right, and his twin brother, Oren, left, attend their bond hearing at the Richard E. Gerstein Justice Building after being charged with multiple state and federal crimes, including sex trafficking and rape, on Friday, Dec. 13, 2024, in Miami. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP, Pool)
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            43 of 206 | 
            Palestinian children queue for food in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            44 of 206 | 
            A Syrian fighter holds a gun with a flower placed in the barrel, as people gather for Friday prayers at the Umayyad mosque in Damascus, Syria, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            45 of 206 | 
            Pakistan's Saim Ayub plays a shot during the second T20 International cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            46 of 206 | 
            People ice skate at Central Park's Wollman Rink, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            47 of 206 | 
            Calypso, left, and Ivi, miniature horses used for therapy programs, enter an elevator at a school for disabled children, in Athens, Greece, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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            48 of 206 | 
            Artemis Vasilaki of Greece reacts after competing in the Women's 1500m Freestyle Heats on day four of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            49 of 206 | 
            The cover of Time magazine's Person of the Year shows President-elect Donald Trump before a ceremony he will attend at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            50 of 206 | 
            A Christmas wreath and lights adorn the Windansea surf shack along Windansea beach, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in San Diego. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            51 of 206 | 
            A Palestinian boy pushes a wheelchair carrying jerrycans and plastic bottles with water at a camp for displaced people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            52 of 206 | 
            Los Angeles Rams running back Kyren Williams, middle, is tackled against the San Francisco 49ers during the second half of an NFL football game in Santa Clara, Calif., Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            53 of 206 | 
            Women walk through the Red Square Christmas Fair in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            54 of 206 | 
            A leaf is frozen in the ice of a garden pond during cold weather in Buffalo Grove, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            55 of 206 | 
            Protesters carry a caricature depicting an imprisoned South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol as they march to the presidential office after a rally demanding his impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. A sign reads "Rebellion leader." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            56 of 206 | 
            A pilgrim visits Our Lady of Guadalupe Basilica during one of the world's largest religious pilgrimages marking the feast day of the patroness of Latin America, in Mexico City, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            57 of 206 | 
            Athletes compete in the Men's 200m Butterfly Heats on day three of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            58 of 206 | 
            A woman weeps during the funeral of Syrian activist Mazen al-Hamada in Damascus, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. Al-Hamad's mangled corpse was found wrapped in a bloody sheet in Saydnaya prison. He had fled to Europe but returned to Syria in 2020 and was imprisoned upon arrival. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            59 of 206 | 
            Israeli soldiers with the national flag stand on an armoured vehicle after crossing the security fence near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            60 of 206 | 
            Young An Se of South Korea plays a shot against Akane Yamaguchi of Japan during a women's singles badminton match at the World Tour Finals in Hangzhou in east China's Zhejiang province, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            61 of 206 | 
            Ultra-Orthodox Jewish mourners gather for the funeral of Yehoshua Aharon Tuvia Simcha, 12, fatally shot by a gunman who opened fire on a bus in Jerusalem, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            62 of 206 | 
            Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon work on their colleague's hair as they wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            63 of 206 | 
            Juliet Samaniya, 6, carries a bag of lithium with other children at an illegal mining site in Paseli, Nigeria, Tuesday, Nov 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)
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            64 of 206 | 
            Hilala Meryeh, a 64-year-old Palestinian mother of four, weeps in the middle of the dingy identification room after finding her son's body at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            65 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis hugs a child during his weekly general audience in the Paul VI Hall, at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            66 of 206 | 
            A person holding an umbrella walks past the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree reflected in a puddle, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            67 of 206 | 
            A bird soars across the sky as Himalchuli Mountain, at the center, and the Manaslu Mountain range are seen from a hill on the outskirts of Kathmandu, Nepal, during International Mountain Day, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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            68 of 206 | 
            A boy holding a rifle borrowed from a Syrian opposition fighter poses on the top of a government forces tank that was left on a street, at the Umayyad Square in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            69 of 206 | 
            An Indigenous Naga tribal sings during the Hornbill Festival in Kisama, on the outskirts of Kohima, capital of the northeastern Indian state of Nagaland, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            70 of 206 | 
            Pilgrims sleep outside of the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe a day before her feast day in Mexico City, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            71 of 206 | 
            Leverkusen's Nordi Mukiele, background center, scores the decisive goal against Inter Milan's goalkeeper Yann Sommer during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Bayer Leverkusen and Inter Milan at the BayArena in Leverkusen, Germany, Tuesday Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            72 of 206 | 
            Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky. wears a bandage on his face as he walks to cast a vote on the Senate floor after falling during a luncheon on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            73 of 206 | 
            Illinois fans hold mock newspapers with the headline Curdled Dreams in Champaign as the Wisconsin basketball team is introduced at the beginning of an NCAA college basketball game between Illinois and Wisconsin on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Champaign, Ill. (AP Photo/Craig Pessman)
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            74 of 206 | 
            Barbora Janickova of Czech Republic, left, and Milla Jansen of Australia, right, prepare before competing in the Women's 100m Freestyle Heats on day two of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            75 of 206 | 
            This booking photo released Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)
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            76 of 206 | 
            An armed opposition fighter walks among costumers at the Al-Hamidiyeh market inside the old walled city of Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            77 of 206 | 
            Firefighters monitor the Franklin Fire approaching Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Students evacuate from Pepperdine University as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            79 of 206 | 
            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            80 of 206 | 
            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            81 of 206 | 
            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, center, arrives to attend a hearing at the district court for his long-running trial for alleged corruption, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (Menahem Kahana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            82 of 206 | 
            A Turkish gendarme helps a young girl with belongings as Syrian families wait to cross into Syria from Turkey at the Cilvegozu border gate near the town of Antakya, southern Turkey, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Metin Yoksu)
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            83 of 206 | 
            A protester shouts as she holds a placard during a march against the rising cases of femicide, in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            84 of 206 | 
            A man breaks the lock of a cell in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            85 of 206 | 
            A rope lies on the floor in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            86 of 206 | 
            A woman looks at blankets and other clothes lying on the floor in a room of the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            87 of 206 | 
            People inspect documents they found in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            88 of 206 | 
            Israeli soldiers stand next to armored vehicles parked near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            89 of 206 | 
            Israeli armored vehicles cross the security fence moving towards the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            90 of 206 | 
            Israeli police investigate the site where a drone that appeared to have originated in Yemen slammed into an apartment in Yavne, central Israel, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            91 of 206 | 
            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer is lead by Director General Yousif Alobaidli and tour guide Mahra, right, as he visits the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024 during his three day visit of United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Cyprus.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, Pool)
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            92 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Defense Secretary, gives a thumbs-up as he walks with his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, to meet with Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            93 of 206 | 
            Katie Handler, veterinary technician with the New England Wildlife Center, reaches to try to capture an oil-covered goose along the Muddy River, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in Brookline, Mass., as wildlife rescuers tended to dozens of birds that were soaked in oil after an apparent spill. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            94 of 206 | 
            Golden State Warriors' Stephen Curry (30) reacts on the court against the Minnesota Timberwolves during the second half of an NBA basketball game in San Francisco, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)
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            95 of 206 | 
            Syrian citizens wave the revolutionary flag and shout slogans, as they celebrate during the second day of the take over of the city by the insurgents in Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            96 of 206 | 
            Faithful throw rose petals on a statue of the Virgin Mary at the end of the commemoration of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary at the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            97 of 206 | 
            Lithuanian Orthodox believers touch religious relics during a Prayer of Thanksgiving at the Orthodox Church of the Holy Spirit in Vilnius, Lithuania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            98 of 206 | 
            Canon Reid Fuller, grandson of LSU head coach Kim Mulkey, sits on her lap while she speaks to media after an NCAA college basketball game against Grambling in Bossier City, La., Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. LSU won 100-54. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            99 of 206 | 
            A pilgrim crawls to the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez marking the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, in Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            100 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters celebrate after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            101 of 206 | 
            Abu Mohammed al-Golani speaks at the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. Golani, a former al-Qaida commander who cut ties with the group and says he embraces pluralism and religious tolerance, leads the biggest rebel faction and is poised to chart the country's future. He calls himself by his given name, Ahmad al-Sharaa, and not his nom de guerre. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            102 of 206 | 
            People gather to celebrate the Syrian government fall, in Istanbul, Turkey, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            103 of 206 | 
            A Syrian opposition fighter sits inside an office at the Presidential Palace after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            104 of 206 | 
            An opposition fighter steps on a broken bust of the late Syrian President Hafez Assad in Damascus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            105 of 206 | 
            Opposition fighters celebrate as they burn down a military court in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            106 of 206 | 
            A group of people take a family photo while sitting on a couch in a hall of Syrian President Bashar Assad's presidential palace in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            107 of 206 | 
            A general view of Damacus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 2024. Opposition fighters entered in the heart of the Syrian capital Sunday to mark the fall of Bashar Assad's government.(AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            108 of 206 | 
            Israeli soldiers walk near armored vehicles parked along the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            109 of 206 | 
            Guest watch clergy members leaving the inaugural mass at Notre Dame Cathedral, hosting its first Mass since the catastrophic fire of 2019,, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, Pool)
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            110 of 206 | 
            Supporters of opposition candidate and former President John Dramani Mahama celebrate his victory after his opponent conceded in Accra, Ghana, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            111 of 206 | 
            Australia's Louis Muhlen-Schulte competes during a men's World Cup giant slalom skiing race, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, in Beaver Creek. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            112 of 206 | 
            Calin Georgescu, center, an independent candidate for president who won the first round of presidential elections, makes his way, surrounded by media, to a closed voting station after Romania's Constitutional Court annulled the first round of presidential elections, in Mogosoaia, Romania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            113 of 206 | 
            Children reach out for soap balloons during celebrations of St. Nicholas Day in Izium, Ukraine, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            114 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis is seen through a 29-meter-tall Christmas tree as he appears at his studio's window in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, to bless the faithful and pilgrims gathered for the noon Angelus prayer. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            115 of 206 | 
            World War II veterans Takashi Manago, left, and Robert Lee talks to each other before the 83rd Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            116 of 206 | 
            Former President Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton address the audience during the Kumpuris Distinguished Lecture series in celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Clinton Presidential Center at the Robinson Center in Little Rock, Ark., on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Katie Adkins)
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            117 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters remove a government Syrian flag from an official building in Salamiyah, east of Hama, Syria Syria, Saturday Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            118 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters ride along the streets in the aftermath of the opposition's takeover of Hama, Syria, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            119 of 206 | 
            People walk past as France's iconic Notre Dame Cathedral is reflected in a puddle Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris before the formal reopening for the first time since a devastating fire nearly destroyed the 861-year-old landmark in 2019. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            120 of 206 | 
            French President Emmanuel Macron, left, welcomes President-elect Donald Trump as he arrives at the Elysee Palace, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            121 of 206 | 
            The meeting meeting between President Donald Trump and French President Emmanuel Macron is shown on a large screen for the crowds gathered near France's iconic Notre Dame Cathedral Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris before it's formal reopening for the first time since a devastating fire nearly destroyed the 861-year-old landmark in 2019. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            122 of 206 | 
            Firefighters stand by a destroyed building at the site of an explosion which destroyed several apartments and injured multiple people, at The Hague, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Phil Nijhuis)
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            123 of 206 | 
            Einav Zangauker, center, is embraced by freed hostage Yocheved Lifshitz before making a statement about a Hamas video of her son, Israeli hostage Matan Zangauker making an emotional plea for his release and describing the conditions he and other hostages face in Gaza after being seized in the Oct. 7 attack, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            124 of 206 | 
            Protestors shout outside the National Assembly during the voting for the impeachment of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, following President's short-lived martial law declaration in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            125 of 206 | 
            A woman with her child prepares her ballot in the general elections in Accra, Ghana, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            126 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis arrives for the start of a public concistory in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, where he will elevate 21 new cardinals. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            127 of 206 | 
            Ignace Bessi Dogbo, Archbishop of Abidjan, Ivory Coast, right, receives from Pope Francis, left, the cardinals' biretta hat and ring as he is made cardinal during a solemn mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            128 of 206 | 
            Tate McRae, center, performs with backup dancers during KIIS FM's iHeartRadio Jingle Ball on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, at Intuit Dome in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            129 of 206 | 
            India's Mohammed Siraj makes an unsuccessful attempt to take the catch after a shot played by Australia's Travis Head during the day two of the second cricket test match between Australia and India at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide, Australia, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/James Elsby)
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            130 of 206 | 
            Amber Glenn, of the United States, poses after winning the gold medal in the women's event at the ISU Grand Prix Finals of Figure Skating, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Grenoble, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            131 of 206 | 
            Israeli residents in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            132 of 206 | 
            A woman smiles while riding the Samba Train as it winds its way through the outskirts of the city celebrating National Samba Day, in Rio de Janeiro, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. Brazilians officially mark National Samba Day on Dec. 2. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            133 of 206 | 
            Taylor Swift performs during "The Eras Tour" on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            134 of 206 | 
            Workers install a piece by artist Osmany Betancourt as part of 15th Havana Biennial, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)
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            135 of 206 | 
            Concertgoers watch on during Taylor Swift's "The Eras Tour" on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            136 of 206 | 
            An image of Syrian President Bashar Assad, riddled with bullets, is seen on the facade of the provincial government office in the aftermath of the opposition's takeover of Hama, Syria, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            137 of 206 | 
            Palestinian women and girls struggle to reach for food at a distribution center in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            138 of 206 | 
            Supporters of the former Ghana President and presidential candidate for the National Democratic Congress (NDC), John Mahama, gather during the party's final rally, in Accra, Ghana, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, ahead of the presidential election. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            139 of 206 | 
            South Korean lawmakers and members of opposition parties gather at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            140 of 206 | 
            One of the newly-born twin panda bear cubs, named Meng Hao and Meng Tian or Leni and Lotti, looks out of the enclosure, during the official presentation of their names, at the Zoo in Berlin, Germany, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            141 of 206 | 
            People dressed as Santa Claus and snowman dive through a tank in the sea life aquarium in Munich, Germany, Friday. Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            142 of 206 | 
            Australia's Nathan Lyon leaps to take a catch of India's Nitish Kumar Reddy during the day one of the second cricket test match between Australia and India at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide, Australia, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/James Elsby)
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            143 of 206 | 
            Kim Gilli of South Korea leads during the heats of the Women's 1,000-meter at the ISU World Tour Short Track Speed Skating held at the Capital Indoor Stadium in Beijing, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            144 of 206 | 
            Elon Musk carries his son X AE A-Xii, after a meeting about President-elect Donald Trump's planned Department of Government Efficiency, or DOGE, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            145 of 206 | 
            Adriana Lima displays Botafogo during the fourth draw for the 2025 FIFA Club World Cup soccer tournament, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            146 of 206 | 
            Tourists from Jerusalem observe destroyed buildings in Odaisseh, a village in southern Lebanon near the Israeli-Lebanese border, from northern Israel, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            147 of 206 | 
            Law enforcement members watch as rescue workers continue to search, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, for Elizabeth Pollard, who is believed to have disappeared in a sinkhole while looking for her cat, in Marguerite, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            148 of 206 | 
            Italy's Guglielmo Bosca crashes during a men's World Cup downhill training run Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Beaver Creek, Colo. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            149 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, listens to reporters during a meeting with Sen. Mike Rounds, R-S.D., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            150 of 206 | 
            A crane lifts a container filled with seized weapons to be destroyed at a metallurgic plant in Nobsa, Colombia, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            151 of 206 | 
            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows a man wanted for questioning in connection to the investigation of the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            152 of 206 | 
            Protesters march to the presidential office after a candlelight vigil against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            153 of 206 | 
            NYPD officers in diving suits search a lake in Central Park, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            154 of 206 | 
            The body 18-month-old Sham Shurrab is carried by her uncle for burial in the aftermath of an Israeli airstrike at the Muwassi camp, outside the Nasser hospital in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. Israeli airstrikes struck the camp for displaced Palestinians in southern Gaza on Wednesday, killing at least 21 people, according to the head of a nearby hospital. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            155 of 206 | 
            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer during his 'plan for change' speech in Buckinghamshire, England, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024.(AP Photo/Darren Staples, Pool)
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    PHOTO COLLECTION: AP Top Photos of the Day, Wednesday, December 18, 2024 | AP News
    
  




  








Ralph Fiennes poses for a portrait to promote the film "The Return" on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            157 of 206 | 
            The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree is lit during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            158 of 206 | 
            People watch the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            159 of 206 | 
            A South Korean marine veteran gets his head shaved during a rally against President Yoon Suk Yeol in front of the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            160 of 206 | 
            This still image from surveillance video obtained by the Associated Press shows the suspect, left, sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, center, outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            161 of 206 | 
            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            162 of 206 | 
            Argentina's President Javier Milei gives a speech during the Conservative Political Action Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            163 of 206 | 
            People make their way through the falling snow in downtown Ottawa, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            164 of 206 | 
            Children do their homework on a front doorstep during a blackout in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            165 of 206 | 
            Republican South Carolina Senate President Thomas Alexander has his robe adjusted by his wife Lynda during the chamber's organization session on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            166 of 206 | 
            A New York police officer stands on 54th Street outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            167 of 206 | 
            Members of the New York police crime scene unit pick up cups marking the spots where bullets lie as they investigate the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            168 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, walks through the basement of the Capitol, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            169 of 206 | 
            Children kick a ball around during a power outage in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            170 of 206 | 
            A woman poses for a photo session along a beach in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            171 of 206 | 
            Indian navy personnel display their skills during Naval Day celebrations in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            172 of 206 | 
            Rishikis from Japan's Sumo Kyokai, Daisuke Kitanowaka, right, and Akira Fukutsuumi pose for a photo call outside of London's Royal Albert Hall in London, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 where the UK's second ever official basho will take place in October of next year. (AP Photo/Thomas Krych)
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            173 of 206 | 
            Attendees light each other's candles during a candlelight vigil against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            174 of 206 | 
            President Joe Biden watches a traditional dance after arriving at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            175 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis arrives for his weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Wednesday, Dec.4, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            176 of 206 | 
            Pigeons take flight as a man walks along the shore in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            177 of 206 | 
            Police shoot tear gas towards demonstrators during a protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            178 of 206 | 
            President Joe Biden leaves the National Museum of Slavery, in the capital Luanda, Angola on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            179 of 206 | 
            A Kemp's ridley sea turtle receives fluids from a syringe at a New England Aquarium marine animal rehabilitation facility in Quincy, Mass., Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            180 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, is joined by his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, as they arrive to meet with Sen. Ted Budd, R-N.C., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            181 of 206 | 
            A demonstrator holds a rose while standing under running water from a fire pump used by police during a rally outside the parliament's building to protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            182 of 206 | 
            A Hullo Ferries passenger vessel passes under the Lions Gate Bridge as fog shrouds the downtown skyline and surrounding area, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            183 of 206 | 
            People watch a TV screen showing South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's televised briefing at a bus terminal in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            184 of 206 | 
            Soldiers line up for the arrival of the Emir of the State of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani in London, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)
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            185 of 206 | 
            Britain's Kate, Princess of Wales and Prince William sit in a carriage after welcoming the Emir of the State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani in London, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)
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            186 of 206 | 
            Tilda Swinton poses for photos before attending the Chanel Metiers d'art 2024/25 fashion show in Hangzhou, China on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            187 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters stand atop a seized Syrian army armoured vehicle in the outskirts of Hama, Syria, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            188 of 206 | 
            Residents ride on a self modified motorcycle through a road covered by flood water in Tumpat, outskirts of Kota Bahru, Malaysia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            189 of 206 | 
            A Spiderman balloon passes through a street during a Christmas festival in Santiago, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            190 of 206 | 
            A man removes a chair and a fan from his flooded house in Tumpat, Malaysia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            191 of 206 | 
            Demonstrators go down an escalator to hide from the police in a subway station during a rally against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union for four years in Tbilisi, Georgia, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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            192 of 206 | 
            A woman mourns outside the hospital after an airstrike killed several people including children, during an airstrike on a camp for internally displaced people in Maarat Misreen, north of Idlib, Syria, Monday Dec.2, 2024. According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a UK-based war monitor, Syrian and Russian warplanes launched 420 airstrikes on rebel-held areas including Idlib and Aleppo on Monday,(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            193 of 206 | 
            Part of 2500 panda sculptures are displayed at the Hong Kong International Airport during a welcome ceremony of the panda-themed exhibition "Panda Go!" in Hong Kong, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            194 of 206 | 
            The Great Elephant Migration art installation, which is traveling across the United States promoting human-wildlife coexistence, is displayed during Miami Art Week Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            195 of 206 | 
            Giant balloons line up on Hollywood Blvd. before start of the 92nd anniversary of the Hollywood Christmas Parade in the Hollywood section of Los Angeles on Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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            196 of 206 | 
            A Syrian army armoured vehicle sits abandoned on a highway in the outskirts of Khan Sheikhoun, southwest of Aleppo, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. Syrian opposition insurgency launched a campaign on Wednesday with a two-pronged attack on Aleppo and the countryside around Idlib.(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            197 of 206 | 
            The Beijing-gifted giant panda An An makes his debut appearance to media in Ocean Park during a preview event in Hong Kong, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            198 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters seize abandoned Syrian army ammunition in in the town of Khan Assubul, Syria, southwest of Aleppo, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. Syrian opposition insurgency launched a campaign on Wednesday with a two-pronged attack on Aleppo and the countryside around Idlib.(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            199 of 206 | 
            Demonstrators use firecrackers against police during a rally against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union for four years, outside the parliament's building in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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            200 of 206 | 
            Florida State and Florida players scuffle at midfield after an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)
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            201 of 206 | 
            Participants wearing traditional Krampus costumes perform during a Krampus run in Hollabrunn, Austria, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            202 of 206 | 
            Hasidic Jewish rabbis gather for the annual group portrait outside Chabad-Lubavitch Worldwide Headquarters in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Sunday, Dec. 1 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            203 of 206 | 
            Manchester United's Joshua Zirkzee, right, challenged by Everton's Ashley Young scores during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Everton at the Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            204 of 206 | 
            Competitors take part in the Mass Start Men race of the ISU World Cup Speed Skating Beijing 2024 held at the National Speed Skating Oval in Beijing, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            205 of 206 | 
            Buffalo Bills fans sit between snow covered seats as they watch players warm up before an NFL football game between the Bills and the San Francisco 49ers in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            206 of 206 | 
            A 42-meter-high candle which is an illuminated medieval tower shines in the historic city centre of Schlitz, Germany, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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            1 of 206 | 
            A youth wearing the jersey of Argentine player Lionel Messi plays soccer in a public field in the Druze village of Majdal Shams, located near the "Alpha Line" that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            2 of 206 | 
            Homes cover a hill in the town of Majdal Shams, near the "Alpha Line" that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, early Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            3 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis is kisses by a child during the weekly general audience at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            4 of 206 | 
            Smoke rises from the parliament building following a protest by opposition in Monrovia, Liberia, Wednesday, Dec 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Anthony Williams)
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            5 of 206 | 
            Mary Jane Veloso, center, a Filipino woman who spent almost 15 years in an Indonesian prison for drug trafficking and was nearly executed by firing squad in 2015, is reunited with her family as she arrives at the Correctional Institution for Women in Mandaluyong, Philippines Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            6 of 206 | 
            Disabled vehicles and response vehicles are seen on the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway, which spans 24 miles over the lake, after a pileup due to morning fog in New Orleans, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            7 of 206 | 
            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            8 of 206 | 
            Robert Kennedy Jr., President-elect Donald Trump's pick to lead the Health and Human Services Department, walks between meetings with senators on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 206
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            9 of 206 | 
            Michigan State guard Jase Richardson, right, reacts as guard Jaden Akins dunks during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Oakland, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            10 of 206 | 
            Investigators work at the place where Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces and his assistant, seen at lower center, were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            11 of 206 | 
            Members from Bashar Assad's Syrian army period line up to register with Syrian rebels as part of a "identification and reconciliation process" at a army compound in Latakia, Syria, Tuesday Dec. 17, 2024.(AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            12 of 206 | 
            Salma Safadi cries as she speaks with her sister Sawsan Safadi, who is inside the buffer zone near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            13 of 206 | 
            A family leaves the shelter after multiple injuries were reported following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            14 of 206 | 
            Robert F. Kennedy Jr., President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Secretary of Health and Human Services, arrives at the Hart Building to meet with senators at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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Robert F. Kennedy Jr., President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Secretary of Health and Human Services, arrives at the Hart Building to meet with senators at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            15 of 206 | 
            SoftBank Group CEO Masayoshi Son smiles with President-elect Donald Trump during a news conference at Mar-a-Lago, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            16 of 206 | 
            Radio City Rockettes perform the Parade of the Wooden Soldiers dance during the Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            In this photo taken with a long exposure, a person walks a dog past Christmas lights in a park, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Lenexa, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            18 of 206 | 
            A follower of Saint Lazarus, known as the protector of the sick, crawls as a self-imposed penance during a pilgrimage to the saint's shrine for his annual feast day, in Santiago de Las Vegas, Cuba, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Indian army soldiers perform Kalari Payattu, a traditional exercise in Kolkata, India, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024 during the military tattoo celebrating the Victory Day, marking the India's victory over Pakistan in the 1971 war to liberate Bangladesh. (AP Photo/Bikas Das)
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            20 of 206 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump, from left, Elon Musk and Vice President-elect JD Vance attend the NCAA college football game between Army and Navy at Northwest Stadium in Landover, Md., on Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            21 of 206 | 
            Athletes compete in the men's 4 X 7.5 km relay event at the Biathlon World Cup in Hochfilzen, Austria, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            22 of 206 | 
            Competitors in Santa Claus costumes stretch before the annual Santa Run in Mexico City, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ginnette Riquelme)
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            23 of 206 | 
            Cincinnati Bengals tight end Mike Gesicki (88) is flipped into the air by Tennessee Titans cornerback Daryl Worley (35) as safety Amani Hooker (37) looks on during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            24 of 206 | 
            Syrian fighters detain men suspects of looting at a residential complex of former Bashar Assad's military officers at the village of Husseiniyeh, in the outskirts of Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. A rebel force deployed to the village in southeastern Damascus to stop looters who swarmed a residential complex in the area and set some apartments on fire. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    24 of 206

                                    
                                    Syrian fighters detain men suspects of looting at a residential complex of former Bashar Assad's military officers at the village of Husseiniyeh, in the outskirts of Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. A rebel force deployed to the village in southeastern Damascus to stop looters who swarmed a residential complex in the area and set some apartments on fire. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            25 of 206 | 
            Pakistani farmers boil sugarcane juice and then make balls by hand to make the traditional sweet called "Gurr," on the outskirts of Peshawar, Pakistan, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Sajjad)
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            26 of 206 | 
            Residents visit the ancient Aleppo Citadel in the old city of Aleppo, Syria, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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            27 of 206 | 
            A Syrian girl with the colours of the "revolutionary" Syrian flag on her face, takes a selfie in front of the ancient Aleppo Citadel in the old city of Aleppo, Syria, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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            28 of 206 | 
            An aerial view of remaining buildings is seen which were not only destroyed during the civil war, they were also demolished by the government or stripped by thieves, at the Palestinian refugee camp of Yarmouk, outside Damascus, Syria, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            29 of 206 | 
            Participants celebrate after hearing the news that South Korea's parliament voted to impeach President Yoon Suk Yeol outside the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. The signs read "Punish the rebellion leader Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            30 of 206 | 
            Cadets celebrate during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Navy, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, in Landover, Md. (AP Photo/Daniel Kucin Jr.)
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            31 of 206 | 
            Israelis protest against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government and call for the release of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            32 of 206 | 
            A dead child is carried into the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah after an Israeli army strike in the Bureij refugee camp, central Gaza Strip, Saturday Dec. 14, 2024.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            33 of 206 | 
            An aerial view of the Christmas lights decoration of Pedion tou Areos park in Athens, Greece, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Varaklas)
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            34 of 206 | 
            Cinthia Falcon, right, dressed as Santa Claus, pushes a cart filled with gifts to deliver to children at a pre-Christmas celebration organized by "Los Chicos de la Via" soup kitchen, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            35 of 206 | 
            Whirling dervishes of the Mevlevi order perform during a Sheb-i Arus ceremony in Kasimpasa Mevlevihane in Istanbul, Turkey, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, the month when a series of events are held to commemorate the death of 13th century Islamic scholar, poet and Sufi mystic Jalaladdin Rumi in different cities of Turkey. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            36 of 206 | 
            Frozen trees surround a chapel on a cold day, in Oberreifenberg near Frankfurt, Germany, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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            37 of 206 | 
            A child walks along the Sea of Galilee, northern Israel, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            38 of 206 | 
            The full moon rises behind Christmas lights at Pedion tou Areos park in Athens, Greece, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Varaklas)
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            39 of 206 | 
            Grave markers are seen at sunrise at Arlington National Cemetery during Wreaths Across America Day on Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)
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            40 of 206 | 
            Staff Sgt. Frederick Hovasapian carries a wreath to a grave marker at Arlington National Cemetery during Wreaths Across America Day on Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)
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            41 of 206 | 
            Syrians wave "revolutionary" Syrian flags during a celebratory demonstration following the first Friday prayers since Bashar Assad's ouster, in Damascus' central square, Syria, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            42 of 206 | 
            Alon Alexander, 37, right, and his twin brother, Oren, left, attend their bond hearing at the Richard E. Gerstein Justice Building after being charged with multiple state and federal crimes, including sex trafficking and rape, on Friday, Dec. 13, 2024, in Miami. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP, Pool)
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            43 of 206 | 
            Palestinian children queue for food in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            44 of 206 | 
            A Syrian fighter holds a gun with a flower placed in the barrel, as people gather for Friday prayers at the Umayyad mosque in Damascus, Syria, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            45 of 206 | 
            Pakistan's Saim Ayub plays a shot during the second T20 International cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            46 of 206 | 
            People ice skate at Central Park's Wollman Rink, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Calypso, left, and Ivi, miniature horses used for therapy programs, enter an elevator at a school for disabled children, in Athens, Greece, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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            48 of 206 | 
            Artemis Vasilaki of Greece reacts after competing in the Women's 1500m Freestyle Heats on day four of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            The cover of Time magazine's Person of the Year shows President-elect Donald Trump before a ceremony he will attend at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A Christmas wreath and lights adorn the Windansea surf shack along Windansea beach, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in San Diego. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A Palestinian boy pushes a wheelchair carrying jerrycans and plastic bottles with water at a camp for displaced people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            52 of 206 | 
            Los Angeles Rams running back Kyren Williams, middle, is tackled against the San Francisco 49ers during the second half of an NFL football game in Santa Clara, Calif., Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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Women walk through the Red Square Christmas Fair in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    53 of 206

                                    
                                    Women walk through the Red Square Christmas Fair in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            54 of 206 | 
            A leaf is frozen in the ice of a garden pond during cold weather in Buffalo Grove, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            55 of 206 | 
            Protesters carry a caricature depicting an imprisoned South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol as they march to the presidential office after a rally demanding his impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. A sign reads "Rebellion leader." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            56 of 206 | 
            A pilgrim visits Our Lady of Guadalupe Basilica during one of the world's largest religious pilgrimages marking the feast day of the patroness of Latin America, in Mexico City, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            57 of 206 | 
            Athletes compete in the Men's 200m Butterfly Heats on day three of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            58 of 206 | 
            A woman weeps during the funeral of Syrian activist Mazen al-Hamada in Damascus, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. Al-Hamad's mangled corpse was found wrapped in a bloody sheet in Saydnaya prison. He had fled to Europe but returned to Syria in 2020 and was imprisoned upon arrival. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            59 of 206 | 
            Israeli soldiers with the national flag stand on an armoured vehicle after crossing the security fence near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    59 of 206

                                    
                                    Israeli soldiers with the national flag stand on an armoured vehicle after crossing the security fence near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            60 of 206 | 
            Young An Se of South Korea plays a shot against Akane Yamaguchi of Japan during a women's singles badminton match at the World Tour Finals in Hangzhou in east China's Zhejiang province, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            61 of 206 | 
            Ultra-Orthodox Jewish mourners gather for the funeral of Yehoshua Aharon Tuvia Simcha, 12, fatally shot by a gunman who opened fire on a bus in Jerusalem, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            62 of 206 | 
            Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon work on their colleague's hair as they wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Juliet Samaniya, 6, carries a bag of lithium with other children at an illegal mining site in Paseli, Nigeria, Tuesday, Nov 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)
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            64 of 206 | 
            Hilala Meryeh, a 64-year-old Palestinian mother of four, weeps in the middle of the dingy identification room after finding her son's body at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            65 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis hugs a child during his weekly general audience in the Paul VI Hall, at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            66 of 206 | 
            A person holding an umbrella walks past the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree reflected in a puddle, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            67 of 206 | 
            A bird soars across the sky as Himalchuli Mountain, at the center, and the Manaslu Mountain range are seen from a hill on the outskirts of Kathmandu, Nepal, during International Mountain Day, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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            68 of 206 | 
            A boy holding a rifle borrowed from a Syrian opposition fighter poses on the top of a government forces tank that was left on a street, at the Umayyad Square in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            69 of 206 | 
            An Indigenous Naga tribal sings during the Hornbill Festival in Kisama, on the outskirts of Kohima, capital of the northeastern Indian state of Nagaland, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            70 of 206 | 
            Pilgrims sleep outside of the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe a day before her feast day in Mexico City, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            71 of 206 | 
            Leverkusen's Nordi Mukiele, background center, scores the decisive goal against Inter Milan's goalkeeper Yann Sommer during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Bayer Leverkusen and Inter Milan at the BayArena in Leverkusen, Germany, Tuesday Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            72 of 206 | 
            Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky. wears a bandage on his face as he walks to cast a vote on the Senate floor after falling during a luncheon on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            73 of 206 | 
            Illinois fans hold mock newspapers with the headline Curdled Dreams in Champaign as the Wisconsin basketball team is introduced at the beginning of an NCAA college basketball game between Illinois and Wisconsin on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Champaign, Ill. (AP Photo/Craig Pessman)
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            74 of 206 | 
            Barbora Janickova of Czech Republic, left, and Milla Jansen of Australia, right, prepare before competing in the Women's 100m Freestyle Heats on day two of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            This booking photo released Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)
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            An armed opposition fighter walks among costumers at the Al-Hamidiyeh market inside the old walled city of Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Firefighters monitor the Franklin Fire approaching Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Students evacuate from Pepperdine University as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, center, arrives to attend a hearing at the district court for his long-running trial for alleged corruption, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (Menahem Kahana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            A Turkish gendarme helps a young girl with belongings as Syrian families wait to cross into Syria from Turkey at the Cilvegozu border gate near the town of Antakya, southern Turkey, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Metin Yoksu)
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            A protester shouts as she holds a placard during a march against the rising cases of femicide, in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            A man breaks the lock of a cell in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A rope lies on the floor in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A woman looks at blankets and other clothes lying on the floor in a room of the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People inspect documents they found in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Israeli soldiers stand next to armored vehicles parked near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Israeli armored vehicles cross the security fence moving towards the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Israeli police investigate the site where a drone that appeared to have originated in Yemen slammed into an apartment in Yavne, central Israel, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer is lead by Director General Yousif Alobaidli and tour guide Mahra, right, as he visits the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024 during his three day visit of United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Cyprus.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, Pool)
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Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Defense Secretary, gives a thumbs-up as he walks with his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, to meet with Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    92 of 206

                                    
                                    Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Defense Secretary, gives a thumbs-up as he walks with his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, to meet with Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            93 of 206 | 
            Katie Handler, veterinary technician with the New England Wildlife Center, reaches to try to capture an oil-covered goose along the Muddy River, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in Brookline, Mass., as wildlife rescuers tended to dozens of birds that were soaked in oil after an apparent spill. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Golden State Warriors' Stephen Curry (30) reacts on the court against the Minnesota Timberwolves during the second half of an NBA basketball game in San Francisco, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)
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            Syrian citizens wave the revolutionary flag and shout slogans, as they celebrate during the second day of the take over of the city by the insurgents in Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Syrian citizens wave the revolutionary flag and shout slogans, as they celebrate during the second day of the take over of the city by the insurgents in Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Faithful throw rose petals on a statue of the Virgin Mary at the end of the commemoration of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary at the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Lithuanian Orthodox believers touch religious relics during a Prayer of Thanksgiving at the Orthodox Church of the Holy Spirit in Vilnius, Lithuania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Canon Reid Fuller, grandson of LSU head coach Kim Mulkey, sits on her lap while she speaks to media after an NCAA college basketball game against Grambling in Bossier City, La., Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. LSU won 100-54. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A pilgrim crawls to the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez marking the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, in Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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                                    A pilgrim crawls to the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez marking the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, in Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            100 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters celebrate after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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                                    Syrian opposition fighters celebrate after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Abu Mohammed al-Golani speaks at the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. Golani, a former al-Qaida commander who cut ties with the group and says he embraces pluralism and religious tolerance, leads the biggest rebel faction and is poised to chart the country's future. He calls himself by his given name, Ahmad al-Sharaa, and not his nom de guerre. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            People gather to celebrate the Syrian government fall, in Istanbul, Turkey, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            A Syrian opposition fighter sits inside an office at the Presidential Palace after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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                                    A Syrian opposition fighter sits inside an office at the Presidential Palace after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            An opposition fighter steps on a broken bust of the late Syrian President Hafez Assad in Damascus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    An opposition fighter steps on a broken bust of the late Syrian President Hafez Assad in Damascus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Opposition fighters celebrate as they burn down a military court in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A group of people take a family photo while sitting on a couch in a hall of Syrian President Bashar Assad's presidential palace in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            107 of 206 | 
            A general view of Damacus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 2024. Opposition fighters entered in the heart of the Syrian capital Sunday to mark the fall of Bashar Assad's government.(AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            Israeli soldiers walk near armored vehicles parked along the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Guest watch clergy members leaving the inaugural mass at Notre Dame Cathedral, hosting its first Mass since the catastrophic fire of 2019,, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, Pool)
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            110 of 206 | 
            Supporters of opposition candidate and former President John Dramani Mahama celebrate his victory after his opponent conceded in Accra, Ghana, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            111 of 206 | 
            Australia's Louis Muhlen-Schulte competes during a men's World Cup giant slalom skiing race, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, in Beaver Creek. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            112 of 206 | 
            Calin Georgescu, center, an independent candidate for president who won the first round of presidential elections, makes his way, surrounded by media, to a closed voting station after Romania's Constitutional Court annulled the first round of presidential elections, in Mogosoaia, Romania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Children reach out for soap balloons during celebrations of St. Nicholas Day in Izium, Ukraine, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            114 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis is seen through a 29-meter-tall Christmas tree as he appears at his studio's window in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, to bless the faithful and pilgrims gathered for the noon Angelus prayer. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            115 of 206 | 
            World War II veterans Takashi Manago, left, and Robert Lee talks to each other before the 83rd Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            116 of 206 | 
            Former President Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton address the audience during the Kumpuris Distinguished Lecture series in celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Clinton Presidential Center at the Robinson Center in Little Rock, Ark., on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Katie Adkins)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    116 of 206

                                    
                                    Former President Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton address the audience during the Kumpuris Distinguished Lecture series in celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Clinton Presidential Center at the Robinson Center in Little Rock, Ark., on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Katie Adkins)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            117 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters remove a government Syrian flag from an official building in Salamiyah, east of Hama, Syria Syria, Saturday Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            118 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters ride along the streets in the aftermath of the opposition's takeover of Hama, Syria, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            119 of 206 | 
            People walk past as France's iconic Notre Dame Cathedral is reflected in a puddle Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris before the formal reopening for the first time since a devastating fire nearly destroyed the 861-year-old landmark in 2019. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            120 of 206 | 
            French President Emmanuel Macron, left, welcomes President-elect Donald Trump as he arrives at the Elysee Palace, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            121 of 206 | 
            The meeting meeting between President Donald Trump and French President Emmanuel Macron is shown on a large screen for the crowds gathered near France's iconic Notre Dame Cathedral Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris before it's formal reopening for the first time since a devastating fire nearly destroyed the 861-year-old landmark in 2019. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            122 of 206 | 
            Firefighters stand by a destroyed building at the site of an explosion which destroyed several apartments and injured multiple people, at The Hague, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Phil Nijhuis)
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            123 of 206 | 
            Einav Zangauker, center, is embraced by freed hostage Yocheved Lifshitz before making a statement about a Hamas video of her son, Israeli hostage Matan Zangauker making an emotional plea for his release and describing the conditions he and other hostages face in Gaza after being seized in the Oct. 7 attack, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            124 of 206 | 
            Protestors shout outside the National Assembly during the voting for the impeachment of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, following President's short-lived martial law declaration in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            125 of 206 | 
            A woman with her child prepares her ballot in the general elections in Accra, Ghana, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            126 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis arrives for the start of a public concistory in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, where he will elevate 21 new cardinals. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            127 of 206 | 
            Ignace Bessi Dogbo, Archbishop of Abidjan, Ivory Coast, right, receives from Pope Francis, left, the cardinals' biretta hat and ring as he is made cardinal during a solemn mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            128 of 206 | 
            Tate McRae, center, performs with backup dancers during KIIS FM's iHeartRadio Jingle Ball on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, at Intuit Dome in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            129 of 206 | 
            India's Mohammed Siraj makes an unsuccessful attempt to take the catch after a shot played by Australia's Travis Head during the day two of the second cricket test match between Australia and India at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide, Australia, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/James Elsby)
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            130 of 206 | 
            Amber Glenn, of the United States, poses after winning the gold medal in the women's event at the ISU Grand Prix Finals of Figure Skating, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Grenoble, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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Amber Glenn, of the United States, poses after winning the gold medal in the women's event at the ISU Grand Prix Finals of Figure Skating, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Grenoble, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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            131 of 206 | 
            Israeli residents in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            132 of 206 | 
            A woman smiles while riding the Samba Train as it winds its way through the outskirts of the city celebrating National Samba Day, in Rio de Janeiro, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. Brazilians officially mark National Samba Day on Dec. 2. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            133 of 206 | 
            Taylor Swift performs during "The Eras Tour" on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            134 of 206 | 
            Workers install a piece by artist Osmany Betancourt as part of 15th Havana Biennial, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)
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            135 of 206 | 
            Concertgoers watch on during Taylor Swift's "The Eras Tour" on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            136 of 206 | 
            An image of Syrian President Bashar Assad, riddled with bullets, is seen on the facade of the provincial government office in the aftermath of the opposition's takeover of Hama, Syria, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            Palestinian women and girls struggle to reach for food at a distribution center in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            138 of 206 | 
            Supporters of the former Ghana President and presidential candidate for the National Democratic Congress (NDC), John Mahama, gather during the party's final rally, in Accra, Ghana, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, ahead of the presidential election. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)
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            South Korean lawmakers and members of opposition parties gather at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            140 of 206 | 
            One of the newly-born twin panda bear cubs, named Meng Hao and Meng Tian or Leni and Lotti, looks out of the enclosure, during the official presentation of their names, at the Zoo in Berlin, Germany, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            141 of 206 | 
            People dressed as Santa Claus and snowman dive through a tank in the sea life aquarium in Munich, Germany, Friday. Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Australia's Nathan Lyon leaps to take a catch of India's Nitish Kumar Reddy during the day one of the second cricket test match between Australia and India at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide, Australia, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/James Elsby)
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            143 of 206 | 
            Kim Gilli of South Korea leads during the heats of the Women's 1,000-meter at the ISU World Tour Short Track Speed Skating held at the Capital Indoor Stadium in Beijing, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            144 of 206 | 
            Elon Musk carries his son X AE A-Xii, after a meeting about President-elect Donald Trump's planned Department of Government Efficiency, or DOGE, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            145 of 206 | 
            Adriana Lima displays Botafogo during the fourth draw for the 2025 FIFA Club World Cup soccer tournament, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            146 of 206 | 
            Tourists from Jerusalem observe destroyed buildings in Odaisseh, a village in southern Lebanon near the Israeli-Lebanese border, from northern Israel, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            147 of 206 | 
            Law enforcement members watch as rescue workers continue to search, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, for Elizabeth Pollard, who is believed to have disappeared in a sinkhole while looking for her cat, in Marguerite, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Italy's Guglielmo Bosca crashes during a men's World Cup downhill training run Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Beaver Creek, Colo. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            149 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, listens to reporters during a meeting with Sen. Mike Rounds, R-S.D., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            150 of 206 | 
            A crane lifts a container filled with seized weapons to be destroyed at a metallurgic plant in Nobsa, Colombia, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            151 of 206 | 
            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows a man wanted for questioning in connection to the investigation of the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            152 of 206 | 
            Protesters march to the presidential office after a candlelight vigil against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            NYPD officers in diving suits search a lake in Central Park, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            154 of 206 | 
            The body 18-month-old Sham Shurrab is carried by her uncle for burial in the aftermath of an Israeli airstrike at the Muwassi camp, outside the Nasser hospital in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. Israeli airstrikes struck the camp for displaced Palestinians in southern Gaza on Wednesday, killing at least 21 people, according to the head of a nearby hospital. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer during his 'plan for change' speech in Buckinghamshire, England, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024.(AP Photo/Darren Staples, Pool)
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            156 of 206 | 
            Ralph Fiennes poses for a portrait to promote the film "The Return" on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            157 of 206 | 
            The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree is lit during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            158 of 206 | 
            People watch the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            A South Korean marine veteran gets his head shaved during a rally against President Yoon Suk Yeol in front of the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            This still image from surveillance video obtained by the Associated Press shows the suspect, left, sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, center, outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            162 of 206 | 
            Argentina's President Javier Milei gives a speech during the Conservative Political Action Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    162 of 206

                                    
                                    Argentina's President Javier Milei gives a speech during the Conservative Political Action Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            163 of 206 | 
            People make their way through the falling snow in downtown Ottawa, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Children do their homework on a front doorstep during a blackout in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            165 of 206 | 
            Republican South Carolina Senate President Thomas Alexander has his robe adjusted by his wife Lynda during the chamber's organization session on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            166 of 206 | 
            A New York police officer stands on 54th Street outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    166 of 206

                                    
                                    A New York police officer stands on 54th Street outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            167 of 206 | 
            Members of the New York police crime scene unit pick up cups marking the spots where bullets lie as they investigate the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    167 of 206

                                    
                                    Members of the New York police crime scene unit pick up cups marking the spots where bullets lie as they investigate the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            168 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, walks through the basement of the Capitol, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            169 of 206 | 
            Children kick a ball around during a power outage in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            A woman poses for a photo session along a beach in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Indian navy personnel display their skills during Naval Day celebrations in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            172 of 206 | 
            Rishikis from Japan's Sumo Kyokai, Daisuke Kitanowaka, right, and Akira Fukutsuumi pose for a photo call outside of London's Royal Albert Hall in London, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 where the UK's second ever official basho will take place in October of next year. (AP Photo/Thomas Krych)
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            173 of 206 | 
            Attendees light each other's candles during a candlelight vigil against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            174 of 206 | 
            President Joe Biden watches a traditional dance after arriving at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            175 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis arrives for his weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Wednesday, Dec.4, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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                                    Pope Francis arrives for his weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Wednesday, Dec.4, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            176 of 206 | 
            Pigeons take flight as a man walks along the shore in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            177 of 206 | 
            Police shoot tear gas towards demonstrators during a protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            178 of 206 | 
            President Joe Biden leaves the National Museum of Slavery, in the capital Luanda, Angola on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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                                    President Joe Biden leaves the National Museum of Slavery, in the capital Luanda, Angola on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            179 of 206 | 
            A Kemp's ridley sea turtle receives fluids from a syringe at a New England Aquarium marine animal rehabilitation facility in Quincy, Mass., Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            180 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, is joined by his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, as they arrive to meet with Sen. Ted Budd, R-N.C., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            181 of 206 | 
            A demonstrator holds a rose while standing under running water from a fire pump used by police during a rally outside the parliament's building to protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            182 of 206 | 
            A Hullo Ferries passenger vessel passes under the Lions Gate Bridge as fog shrouds the downtown skyline and surrounding area, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            183 of 206 | 
            People watch a TV screen showing South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's televised briefing at a bus terminal in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            184 of 206 | 
            Soldiers line up for the arrival of the Emir of the State of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani in London, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)
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            185 of 206 | 
            Britain's Kate, Princess of Wales and Prince William sit in a carriage after welcoming the Emir of the State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani in London, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)
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            186 of 206 | 
            Tilda Swinton poses for photos before attending the Chanel Metiers d'art 2024/25 fashion show in Hangzhou, China on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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                                    Tilda Swinton poses for photos before attending the Chanel Metiers d'art 2024/25 fashion show in Hangzhou, China on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            187 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters stand atop a seized Syrian army armoured vehicle in the outskirts of Hama, Syria, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            188 of 206 | 
            Residents ride on a self modified motorcycle through a road covered by flood water in Tumpat, outskirts of Kota Bahru, Malaysia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            189 of 206 | 
            A Spiderman balloon passes through a street during a Christmas festival in Santiago, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            A man removes a chair and a fan from his flooded house in Tumpat, Malaysia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    190 of 206

                                    
                                    A man removes a chair and a fan from his flooded house in Tumpat, Malaysia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            191 of 206 | 
            Demonstrators go down an escalator to hide from the police in a subway station during a rally against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union for four years in Tbilisi, Georgia, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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            192 of 206 | 
            A woman mourns outside the hospital after an airstrike killed several people including children, during an airstrike on a camp for internally displaced people in Maarat Misreen, north of Idlib, Syria, Monday Dec.2, 2024. According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a UK-based war monitor, Syrian and Russian warplanes launched 420 airstrikes on rebel-held areas including Idlib and Aleppo on Monday,(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            193 of 206 | 
            Part of 2500 panda sculptures are displayed at the Hong Kong International Airport during a welcome ceremony of the panda-themed exhibition "Panda Go!" in Hong Kong, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            194 of 206 | 
            The Great Elephant Migration art installation, which is traveling across the United States promoting human-wildlife coexistence, is displayed during Miami Art Week Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            Giant balloons line up on Hollywood Blvd. before start of the 92nd anniversary of the Hollywood Christmas Parade in the Hollywood section of Los Angeles on Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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            A Syrian army armoured vehicle sits abandoned on a highway in the outskirts of Khan Sheikhoun, southwest of Aleppo, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. Syrian opposition insurgency launched a campaign on Wednesday with a two-pronged attack on Aleppo and the countryside around Idlib.(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            The Beijing-gifted giant panda An An makes his debut appearance to media in Ocean Park during a preview event in Hong Kong, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Syrian opposition fighters seize abandoned Syrian army ammunition in in the town of Khan Assubul, Syria, southwest of Aleppo, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. Syrian opposition insurgency launched a campaign on Wednesday with a two-pronged attack on Aleppo and the countryside around Idlib.(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            Demonstrators use firecrackers against police during a rally against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union for four years, outside the parliament's building in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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            Florida State and Florida players scuffle at midfield after an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)
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            Participants wearing traditional Krampus costumes perform during a Krampus run in Hollabrunn, Austria, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Hasidic Jewish rabbis gather for the annual group portrait outside Chabad-Lubavitch Worldwide Headquarters in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Sunday, Dec. 1 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Manchester United's Joshua Zirkzee, right, challenged by Everton's Ashley Young scores during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Everton at the Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)
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            Competitors take part in the Mass Start Men race of the ISU World Cup Speed Skating Beijing 2024 held at the National Speed Skating Oval in Beijing, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Buffalo Bills fans sit between snow covered seats as they watch players warm up before an NFL football game between the Bills and the San Francisco 49ers in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            A 42-meter-high candle which is an illuminated medieval tower shines in the historic city centre of Schlitz, Germany, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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                    FILE - In this image taken with a drone, Jason Kwapi operates a combine, at left, during soybean harvesting on the Voss farm near Palo, Iowa, Oct. 2, 2024. (Nick Rohlman/The Gazette via AP, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The American economy grew at a healthy 3.1% annual clip from July through September, propelled by vigorous consumer spending and an uptick in exports, the government said in an upgrade to its previous estimate.
Third-quarter growth in U.S. gross domestic product -- the economy's output of goods and services -- accelerated from the April-July rate of 3% and continued to look sturdy despite high interest rates, the Commerce Department said Thursday. GDP growth has now topped 2% in eight of the last nine quarters.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Consumer spending, which accounts for about two-thirds of U.S. economic activity, expanded at a 3.7% pace, fastest since the first quarter of 2023 and an uptick from Commerce's previous third-quarter estimate of 3.5%. 
Exports climbed 9.6%. Business investment grew a lackluster 0.8%, but investment in equipment expanded 10.8%. Spending and investment by the federal government jumped 8.9%, including a 13.9% surge in defense spending.

    


American voters were unimpressed by the steady growth under Democratic President Joe Biden. Exasperated by prices that remain 20% higher than they were when an inflationary surge began in early 2021, they chose last month to send Donald Trump back to the White House with Republican majorities in the House and Senate.




Trump will inherit an economy that looks healthy overall. The unemployment rate remains low at 4.2% even though it is up from the 53-year low 3.4% reached in April 2023. Inflation hit a four-decade high 9.1% in mid-2002. Eleven interest rate hikes by the Federal Reserve in 2022 and 2023 helped bring it down -- to 2.7% last month. That is above the Fed's 2% target. But the central bank still felt comfortable enough with the progress against inflation to cut its benchmark rate Wednesday for the third time this year. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The president-elect has promised sweeping changes in economic policy, including cutting taxes, imposing big tariffs on foreign goods and deporting millions of immigrants who work in the United States illegally. Many economists fear those policies will fuel higher inflation. 

    


"This week's data show the economy is set to end 2024 on a solid note, which is fortunate since we'll have to contend with heightened policy uncertainty and possibly greater challenges in 2025," Oren Klachkin, an economist at Nationwide, wrote in a commentary.
Within the GDP data, a category that measures the economy's underlying strength rose at a solid 3.4% annual rate from July through September, an upgrade from the previous estimate and up from 2.7% in the April-June quarter. This category includes consumer spending and private investment but excludes volatile items like exports, inventories and government spending. 
Wednesday's report also contained some encouraging news on inflation. The Federal Reserve's favored inflation gauge -- called the personal consumption expenditures index, or PCE -- rose at just a 1.5% annual pace last quarter, down from 2.5% in the second quarter. Excluding volatile food and energy prices, so-called core PCE inflation was 2.2%, up modestly from the previous estimate but down from 2.8% in the April-June quarter.

Thursday's report was the Commerce Department's third and final look at third-quarter GDP. It will publish its initial estimate of October-December growth on Jan. 30.
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                    FILE - A hiring sign is displayed in the window of a Krispy Kreme donut shop on Nov. 19, 2024, in Lone Tree, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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                                        The number of Americans applying for unemployment benefits fell markedly last week following a big increase the week before. 
Jobless claim applications declined by 22,000 to 220,000 for the week of Dec. 14, the Labor Department reported Thursday. That's fewer than the 229,000 analysts were forecasting.
Continuing claims, the total number of Americans collecting jobless benefits, fell by 5,000 to 1.87 million for the week of Dec. 7. That was also fewer than analysts had projected.
The four-week average of weekly claims, which quiets some of the week-to-week volatility, rose by 1,250 to 225,500. 
Weekly applications for jobless benefits are considered representative of U.S. layoffs.
While the job market has shown some softening recently, it remains broadly healthy and has held up better than many experts predicted considering that interest rates have been elevated for years. The Federal Reserve instituted a flurry of rate increases in 2022 and into 2023 to try to suppress the four-decade high inflation that took hold when the U.S. economy rebounded from the brief but sharp pandemic recession.

    


The Fed cut its benchmark rate again on Wednesday -- its third cut in a row -- in response to broadly receding inflation, though it has proven difficult to get down to the U.S. central bank's target of 2%. 




The bigger surprise, which led to a huge selloff on Wall Street Wednesday, was that the Fed projected just two rate cuts in 2025, down from the previous four. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Earlier this month, the government reported that U.S. job openings rebounded to 7.7 million in October from a 3 1/2 year low of 7.4 million in September, a sign that businesses are still seeking workers even though hiring has cooled.

In November, U.S. employers added a strong 227,000 jobs, following a paltry 36,000 in October, when the effects of strikes and hurricanes had sharply diminished employers' payrolls. The government also revised up its estimate of job growth in September and October by a combined 56,000.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/unemployment-benefits-jobless-benefits-layoffs-labor-4295b18e3f12fe20ad82b46080a91258



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Takeaways from AP's story on Everglades restoration efforts | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Takeaways from AP's story on Everglades restoration efforts

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


        

        
        
            
                    Florida International University professor John Kominoski, right, and research specialist Rafael Travieso travel by airboat through Shark River Slough after collecting water samples and maintaining their automatic sampling equipment in Florida's Everglades National Park, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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                                        EVERGLADES, Fla. (AP) -- The Everglades in southern Florida were once about twice the size of New Jersey. Wildlife was abundant and water flowed freely from the Kissimmee River to Lake Okeechobee to the Florida Bay. But decades of engineering projects partitioned and drained the water, invasive species have transformed the land, and pollution from agriculture has impoverished water quality. Today, about half the Everglades original size remains. 

A massive state-federal project, approved by Congress in 2000 with bipartisan support, aims to undo damages wreaked upon these wetlands. It is projected to cost more than $23 billion and 50 years to complete. 

More than two decades into it, there are some signs of progress. Wildlife is returning to some areas, regions dominated by the invasive melaleuca tree have dropped 75%, enthusiasm is high as significant projects are finally underway, others gain momentum and funding pours in. But as leaders and agencies race to "get the water right," there are worries: the projects are billions of dollars over budget and questions remain about whether some will work.

    
        
    

Here's what to know:
Record funding, unprecedented momentum and major projects underway

Since 2019, the South Florida Water Management District has completed, broken ground on, or celebrated other milestones on some 70 projects. This year, lawmakers earmarked $1.275 billion, the largest annual amount allocated for the next 12 months of restoration efforts. The water district said they anticipate 12 to 15 years of this pace of construction as long as there's funding. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Deemed the flagship project by some is the Everglades Agricultural Area Reservoir Project, which includes a reservoir that will store excess water from Lake Okeechobee and an adjacent engineered wetland that will clean it before it's discharged. But the reservoir is much smaller than originally planned, and some worry the project won't be large or deep enough to significantly clean water. 

The Western Everglades Restoration Project had its first groundbreaking in July after decades of advocacy from the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida. The project's goal is to improve the quantity, quality, timing and distribution of water where the Miccosukee and Seminole tribal lands are. 

    




Some signs of progress

Since sections of the Tamiami Trail started getting elevated, water flows are increasing in the wetlands surrounding the highway, built in 1928 to connect Tampa and Miami. The road cut through the Everglades, acting as a dam and holding back water from ecosystems dependent on it. 

As parts of the Everglades are rehydrated and habitats reemerge, so are native species such as the wood stork. Wading bird colonies have returned to the Kissimmee River floodplain. Habitats in swamps or shallow lakes called sloughs are increasing in some areas. And flamingos blown in by Hurricane Idalia have stayed in the Everglades. Some scientists have said it is a sign restoration efforts are working.
Ongoing threats



Climate change, urban development and water quality are ongoing challenges in restoration efforts. Sea level rise and salt water intrusion pose threats to biodiversity, drinking water supply, habitats and more, and experts warn that rising temperatures will increase evapotranspiration and decrease water runoff. 

    



In a recent report to Congress, a committee of experts acknowledged the enormous challenge of incorporating climate change impacts into restoration efforts. They recommended several actions, including developing a set of climate scenarios that are consistently used across all planning and implementation. 

Water quality has improved, but pollution from phosphorous remains a concern. Too much has harmed the wilderness' sensitive ecosystem, contributing to toxic algal blooms, oxygen depletion and excessive plant growth. 

Then there's the people. Florida has undergone decades of rapid population growth, becoming the nations' fastest-growing state in 2022. Pressure to develop is high. 

"This is the biggest, most complicated and most expensive ecosystem restoration project in the world," said Eve Samples, executive director of Friends of the Everglades. "It's really important that we get it right." 

    



___


The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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                    Florida International University professor John Kominoski, right, and research specialist Rafael Travieso adjust automatic water sampling equipment in Shark River Slough in Florida's Everglades National Park, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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                                        EVERGLADES, Fla. (AP) -- In a region of Florida known as the River of Grass, John Kominoski plops into hip-deep waters. Blobs of brown periphyton - a mishmash of algae, bacteria and other organisms - carpet the surface. 

The air is thick and sticky as Kominoski, a Florida International University professor, pushes a rod to secure a tube that collects timed and continuous water samples that will help his team investigate the impacts of climate change and freshwater flows in this unique, sensitive ecosystem. 

The Everglades ecosystem was degraded and transformed when a highway connecting Tampa and Miami was built in 1928, cutting through a mosaic of prairies, sawgrass marshes, freshwater ponds and forested uplands. Sections of the road are now being elevated to restore water flows into the Shark River Slough - a vital restoration area deep in the Everglades National Park. 

    
        
    

The highway elevation is part of a massive state-federal project, approved by Congress in 2000 with bipartisan support, that aims to undo damages wreaked upon these wetlands.

    



"This is the biggest, most complicated and most expensive ecosystem restoration project in the world," said Eve Samples, executive director of Friends of the Everglades. "It's really important that we get it right." 





More than two decades into it, there are signs of progress. Wildlife is returning to some areas, regions dominated by the invasive melaleuca tree have dropped 75%, and enthusiasm is high as significant projects are finally underway, others gain momentum and funding pours in. But there are also worries: the projects are billions of dollars over budget and questions remain about whether some will work.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Once about twice the size of New Jersey, today only half of the Everglades remains. Home to endangered and threatened species, the area buffers storms and is a vital source of drinking water for millions of Floridians. Decades of engineering projects for development and agriculture partitioned and drained water that once flowed freely from the Kissimmee River to Lake Okeechobee to the Florida Bay. Invasive species have transformed the land, and pollution from agriculture - primarily phosphorus - has impoverished water quality. 

    



Efforts to repair the Everglades are projected to cost more than $23 billion and take 50 years to complete. Water quality has improved, but challenges remain and accelerating salt water intrusion, sea level rise and higher temperatures are ongoing threats.

Since 2019, the South Florida Water Management District has completed, broken ground on, or celebrated other milestones on some 70 projects. This year, lawmakers earmarked $1.275 billion for the next 12 months of restoration efforts - the largest annual amount allocated. It is unclear what Donald Trump may do with restoration efforts when he takes office, but during his first presidential term he allocated funds and helped pass the Great American Outdoors Act, which secured $900 million annually in permanent funding to improve access to public lands, protect watersheds and more. 

    




Big enough reservoir? 

Northwest of Miami, excavators claw mounds of blasted limestone as crews replace acres of sugarcane fields in a massive project that aims to supply clean freshwater to the Everglades.

When the $3.9 billion Everglades Agricultural Area Reservoir Project is complete, a reservoir and wetland will store and clean polluted water from Lake Okeechobee in central Florida before it's discharged into the southern Everglades.

Considered by some the most important of the projects, the reservoir, at 10,500 acres (4,249 hectares), will have the capacity to store enough water for the equivalent of about 480,000 to 720,000 homes. Its adjacent 6,500-acre (2,630.5 hectares) wetland - or the stormwater treatment area - will clean reservoir water before it's discharged. 

Combined, the project will be nearly the stretch of a marathon.

"The wildlife and the mosaic of habitats that are here rely on getting the water right, and that's what this project is about," said Reynolds. "It's about getting the water right for the natural habitats and also to sustain the population of people who live and recreate here."

    



Although both the administrations of Democratic President Joe Biden and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, a Republican, have called it a "priority," it is also among the most controversial projects. The reservoir will be 82.5% smaller than its original plan due to insufficient land. 

Questions remain about whether it will work when completed. Critics worry the project will be too small and too deep to significantly clean water. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which is constructing the reservoir, has itself indicated uncertainty about whether the water will meet standards.

    




Climate and development threats

On that sticky May morning, Kominoski, the FIU professor, and research specialist Rafael Travieso wanted to know the water chemistry, including phosphorus concentrations.

While phosphorous levels are rising slightly with increased water flows, data shows the region's water quality is excellent. That's good news, considering phosphorous pollution has degraded water quality in the Everglades for decades and remains a challenge. The phosphorous has altered the ecosystem, contributing to toxic algae blooms, oxygen depletion and harmed native plants and wildlife. 

But measurements downstream tell a different story. Salinity levels have gone up, from a few days at a time to weeks and months, Kominoski said, suggesting that sea level rise and salt water intrusion are accelerating. 

South Florida's low elevation is especially vulnerable to storms and accelerating sea level rise, with some estimates of up to 4 feet (1.2 meters) by 2100. Experts have also warned of sea level rise impacts and rising temperatures that will decrease water runoff and increase evaporation.



In its most recent report to Congress, a committee of experts acknowledged the enormous challenge of accounting for climate change impacts in restoration efforts. They recommended several actions, including developing a set of climate scenarios that are consistently used across all planning and implementation. 

The Everglades' long-term survival will depend partly on whether mangroves, among its most unique and threatened native species, can keep pace with climate impacts. These salt-tolerant trees that buffer erosion and hurricanes are shifting inland as sea levels rise. While restoration efforts have helped, higher seas remain a threat.

"There are certain points where they are overwhelmed with flooding and it will restrict their ability to stay alive and recoup, and then you experience wetland loss," said Kevin Montenegro, a student at FIU. 

Saltwater intrusion also poses threats to biodiversity, drinking water, and peat soils, which store planet-warming carbon.

Then there are the people.

Florida has undergone decades of population growth, becoming the nations' fastest-growing state in 2022.

In Homestead, south of Miami, there's pressure to develop flood-prone, low lying farmlands between the Everglades and Biscayne national parks. 

"That is a major hurdle and that's playing out in all 16 counties that encompass the greater Everglades region," said Samples from Friends of the Everglades. "Population growth and development are really intense threats right now. 

Back at Shark River Slough, the airboat roared into action. For the next several hours, Kominoski and Travieso glided over the reflective waters, past tree islands and lily pad clusters, dodging alligators and watching birds take flight as tiger-striped dragonflies clung to their clothes.
Some signs of progress

Steve Davis looked down at the Tamiami Trail from the backseat of a small airplane some 2,500 feet in the air.

The wetlands surrounding the highway were once drier, but restoration efforts have helped increase flows. "To see water in the dry season, that's a big deal," said Davis, chief science officer for the Everglades Foundation. "We don't want areas to dry out completely."

As parts of the Everglades are rehydrated and habitats reemerge, so are native species such as the wood stork. Wading bird colonies have returned to the Kissimmee River floodplain. Habitats in swamps or shallow lakes called sloughs are increasing in some areas. And flamingos blown in by Hurricane Idalia have stayed in the Everglades. 

"In the last 10 years, progress has ramped up significantly," said Davis. "It's more than optimism. We're starting to see the benefits."

A new plan for managing Lake Okeechobee's water levels aims to have widespread benefits for restoration efforts. It calls for sending more water south, reducing harmful discharges to the east and west coasts, and allowing more flexibility in water management decisions. 

Other parts of the Everglades need more help.

From the air, floating mats of harmful blue-green algae are sometimes visible on Lake Okeechobee - a sign of warm temperatures and excess nutrients.

In the west, sea level rise and salt water intrusion are impacting drinking water wells where the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida live, according to Betty Osceola, an environmental activist and tribe member. The tribe's ancestral tree islands have been flooded by water mismanagement, they've said, decimating plants and animals they've subsisted on. Other areas are drier and face ongoing threats from polluted water and wildfires. 

"Restoration efforts are mainly to benefit Everglades National Park," said Osceola. "So maybe the national park sees benefits, but at the sacrifice to the tribe." 

That's why the tribe has for decades advocated for the Western Everglades Restoration Project, whose goal is to improve the quantity, quality, timing and distribution of water. The project's first major feature broke ground in July. 
The Everglades' future

Inside the Everglades, Michael Kennedy-Yoon looked out into the sawgrass marsh with binoculars.

The New York resident spotted a soft shell turtle. Earlier he saw two alligators. But he was most excited about the birds he ticked off his list, including an anhinga, a night heron and a swallow-tailed kite.

"I think that preserving and conserving wildlife and wildlife areas is some of the best and most useful uses of our taxpayer money," Kennedy-Yoon said, sweat glistening on his face. "Something has to change or else we're going to lose areas like this."

But it's more than just restoring and protecting the Everglades for recreation and its wildlife. As Samples from Friends of the Everglades notes, it's also about building climate resiliency in Florida.

She quoted the famous words popularized by author and conservationist Marjory Stoneman Douglas: "The Everglades is a test. If we pass it, we may get to keep the planet."

Faced with development pressures and climate change, Samples said those words are more true today than ever. 

___


The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Federal Reserve's third interest rate cut of the year will likely have consequences for debt, savings, auto loans, mortgages and other forms of borrowing by consumers and businesses.
But with inflation pressures still elevated and with concern that President-elect Donald Trump's policies could fuel inflation, the Fed indicated Wednesday that it's likely to cut rates more gradually in 2025 than it had projected three months ago. The policymakers now envision two rate cuts next year, not the four they predicted back in September.
The result is that borrowers who have been hoping for much-lower-rate loans could be disappointed. Loan rates may barely budge if the Fed sticks with its plan to cut its key short-term rate only twice next year.
"This could be the last cut for a while," said Jacob Channel, senior economist for LendingTree. "Because the upcoming Trump administration's policies might cause a resurgence in inflation or otherwise throw the economy off balance, the Fed might choose to take a wait-and-see approach and hold rates steady at their January meeting." 

    


Depending on the specific proposals the Trump administration manages to enact, the Fed could hold off on any additional cuts until March or even later. 
Here's what to know:

    


A gradual pace of rate cuts won't mean much to people with credit card debt
"Another rate cut is welcome news at the end of a chaotic year, but it ultimately doesn't amount to much for those with debt," said Matt Schulz, chief credit analyst at LendingTree. "A quarter-point reduction may knock a dollar or two off your monthly debt payment. It certainly doesn't change the fact that the best thing cardholders can do in 2025 is to take matters into their own hands when it comes to high interest rates." 
The average annual percentage rate on a new credit card offer, according to LendingTree, is 24.43%. In September, it was 24.92%. Further modest declines in that rate, Schulz said, are possible in the next few months. 
But, he cautioned, "Anyone expecting card rates to go from awful to amazing overnight because of the Fed is going to be sorely disappointed."
Elizabeth Renter, senior economist at NerdWallet, said that particularly for credit card users who carry debt from month to month, "It's a drop in the bucket for anyone feeling pressure from high rates."
High-yield savings accounts remain a good option
For savers, returns on high-yield accounts have dropped, too, in tandem with the Fed's rate cuts. So while these accounts are not quite as attractive as they had been, they might still be worth investigating if you haven't shopped for one recently. Some of these accounts offer yields at or near 5%.
"Yes, you've missed the peak rates seen a few months ago," Schulz said. "But even at these levels, they're still likely higher than what you'll find at a traditional bank."

    


Will mortgage rates ease? Maybe
Though the Fed doesn't set mortgage rates, it does influence them. Long-term mortgage rates generally track the yield on the 10-year Treasury note, which, in turn, is driven in part by the market's outlook for inflation and the Fed's benchmark rate.
That means that, at least indirectly, cuts to the Fed's key rate can put downward pressure on mortgage rates, even if they don't move in lockstep.
"Case in point, turmoil in the bond market has caused mortgage rates to yo-yo up and down over the last month," Channel said. "After peaking at 6.84% for the week ending Nov. 21, the average rate on a 30-year fixed-rate mortgage has since come down to 6.60%."
Despite this decline, this average remains well above the 2024 low of 6.08%, back in late September.
For people with fixed mortgages, their rate won't change unless they refinance their mortgage or sell and move someplace else. 

    


Auto loans reflect lower rates
The effects of the Fed's half-point rate cut in September and its quarter-point cut in November have largely been passed through to auto loans, which fell on average from a peak of 7.3% in July to 6.8% last month, said Ivan Drury, director of insights for Edmunds.com.
The half-point drop, he said, has helped more people afford new vehicles, helping to spur a buying spree in November. But the increased demand, which Drury attributed largely to some optimism over Trump's election, also boosted average prices and monthly payments to record levels.
"Optimism and having money on hand to do these things has definitely green-lit some people's spending, when other folks are more conservative with how much they're spending," he said.
The average amount that a car buyer financed rose to $42,160, and average monthly payments hit $753, according to Edmunds data.
Edmunds expects only a modest increase in auto sales next year, from just under 16 million vehicles this year to 16.2 million in 2025.
The Fed will closely monitor inflation and the job market
"The Federal Open Market Committee is in a balancing act -- cut (rates) too much and risk inflation resurgence; cut too little and continue to squeeze the labor market," said Renter of NerdWallet.
Gregory Daco, chief economist for EY, suggested that Fed Chair Jerome Powell is reiterating "the familiar metaphor of moving slowly in a dark room full of objects to justify a potential rate cut 'skip' at the January meeting." 
"This will favor a gradual easing of policy to observe how the economy and inflation behave, indicating an extremely 'data-dependent' approach," Daco said.

    


A more gradual reduction of rates isn't guaranteed
"Remember," Channel said, "the Fed is designed to pivot relatively quickly should something unexpected happen. If the economy shows serious signs of deterioration, we could see bigger and more frequent cuts over the next 12 months."
On the other hand, he cautioned, "if inflation rears its head and spikes once more, (rate) cuts might be moved off the table."
___
AP Auto Writer Tom Krisher contributed to this report from Detroit.
___

The Associated Press receives support from Charles Schwab Foundation for educational and explanatory reporting to improve financial literacy. The independent foundation is separate from Charles Schwab and Co. Inc. The AP is solely responsible for its journalism.
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            A small cargo plane on a training flight crashed into a vacant building shortly after taking off from Honolulu's airport and burst into flames on Tuesday, killing both pilots on board, authorities said.
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            This image made from a video shows the wreckage of a small cargo plane on a training flight after it crashed into a vacant building and burst into flames shortly after taking off from the Daniel K. Inouye International Airport in Honolulu, Hawaii, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (Lama Tonga via AP)
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- A small cargo plane on a training flight crashed into a vacant building shortly after taking off from Honolulu's airport and burst into flames, killing both pilots on board, authorities said.
Kamaka Air Flight 689 crashed into the building at the Daniel K. Inouye International Airport at about 3:15 p.m. Tuesday, the Federal Aviation Administration said in a statement. 
Video shows the plane veering sideways into the airport area at low altitude before slamming into the building, creating a thick, black plume of smoke. 
"Kamaka Flight 689, you're turning right, correct?" the control tower said, according audio obtained by Hawaii News Now. 
The pilot responded, "Kamaka 689, we are, we have, uh, we're out of control here."
"OK, Kamaka 689, if you can land, if you can level it off, that's fine," the control tower said. "Any runway, any place you can do."

    


The plane crashed moments later. 
"It is with heavy hearts that Kamaka Air confirms the loss of two members of the Kamaka Air family in an accident," company CEO David Hinderland told reporters. He said the names of the two pilots have not been released yet.




Hawaii News Now reported that family members identified one of the victims as Hiram Defries, a Punahou School graduate in his 20s who was a pilot in training. KITV reported that the family of the other pilot identified him as Preston Kaluhiwa, a graduate of Kamehameha Schools.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The FAA said the the single-engine Cessna 208 was headed to Lanai Airport, which is in Maui County. Kamaka Air provides freight delivery services for both individuals and businesses, according to its website.
No one else was hurt, the Honolulu Fire Department said. The FAA and National Transportation Safety Board will investigate, the FAA said.
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            Newly hatched chicks are seen after being sorted in a machine that provides a new technique to enable hatcheries to peek into millions of fertilized eggs and spot male embryos, then grind them up for other uses before they mature into chicks, in Wilton, Iowa, Dec. 10, 2024. This is an alternative to the longstanding practice of chick culling when male chicks are killed because they have little monetary value since they do not lay eggs. (Courtesy Tony Reidsma via AP)
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            A worker guides a tray of chicken eggs into a machine that provides a new technique to enable hatcheries to peek into millions of fertilized eggs and spot male embryos, then grind them up for other uses before they mature into chicks, in Wilton, Iowa, Dec. 10, 2024. This is an alternative to the longstanding practice of chick culling when male chicks are killed because they have little monetary value since they do not lay eggs. (Courtesy Tony Reidsma via AP)
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            Eggs are lifted from trays and transferred inside a machine that provides a new technique to enable hatcheries to peek into millions of fertilized eggs and spot male embryos, then grind them up for other uses before they mature into chicks, in Wilton, Iowa, Dec. 10, 2024. This is an alternative to the longstanding practice of chick culling where male chicks are killed because they have little monetary value since they do not lay eggs. (Courtesy Tony Reidsma via AP)
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            Managing director of Agri Advanced Technologies Jorg Hurlin speaks about the CHEGGY machine, an SUV-sized machine that can separate eggs by sex, before a demonstration at the Hy-Line hatchery, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Wilton, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            A company sign is seen in a conference room at the Hy-Line hatchery Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Wilton, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            NestFresh executive vice president Jasen Urena speaks about the CHEGGY machine, an SUV-sized machine that can separate eggs by sex, before a demonstration at the Hy-Line hatchery, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Wilton, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            A display board for the CHEGGY machine, an SUV-sized machine that can separate eggs by sex, is displayed before a demonstration at the Hy-Line hatchery, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Wilton, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            A worker guides a tray of chicken eggs into a machine that provides a new technique to enable hatcheries to peek into millions of fertilized eggs and spot male embryos, then grind them up for other uses before they mature into chicks, in Wilton, Iowa, Dec. 10, 2024. This is an alternative to the longstanding practice of chick culling when male chicks are killed because they have little monetary value since they do not lay eggs. (Courtesy Tony Reidsma via AP)
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            Eggs are lifted from trays and transferred inside a machine that provides a new technique to enable hatcheries to peek into millions of fertilized eggs and spot male embryos, then grind them up for other uses before they mature into chicks, in Wilton, Iowa, Dec. 10, 2024. This is an alternative to the longstanding practice of chick culling where male chicks are killed because they have little monetary value since they do not lay eggs. (Courtesy Tony Reidsma via AP)
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            Managing director of Agri Advanced Technologies Jorg Hurlin speaks about the CHEGGY machine, an SUV-sized machine that can separate eggs by sex, before a demonstration at the Hy-Line hatchery, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Wilton, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            A company sign is seen in a conference room at the Hy-Line hatchery Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Wilton, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            NestFresh executive vice president Jasen Urena speaks about the CHEGGY machine, an SUV-sized machine that can separate eggs by sex, before a demonstration at the Hy-Line hatchery, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Wilton, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            A display board for the CHEGGY machine, an SUV-sized machine that can separate eggs by sex, is displayed before a demonstration at the Hy-Line hatchery, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Wilton, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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                                        WILTON, Iowa (AP) -- Every year the U.S. egg industry kills about 350 million male chicks because, while the fuzzy little animals are incredibly cute, they will never lay eggs, so have little monetary value.
That longtime practice is changing, thanks to new technology that enables hatcheries to quickly peer into millions of fertilized eggs and spot male embryos, then grind them up for other uses before they mature into chicks. The system began operating this month in Iowa at the nation's largest chick hatchery, which handles about 387,000 eggs each day.
"We now have ethically produced eggs we can really feel good about," said Jorg Hurlin, managing director of Agri Advanced Technologies, the German company that spent more than a decade developing the SUV-sized machine that can separate eggs by sex.
Even Americans who are careful to buy cage free or free range eggs typically aren't aware that hundreds of millions of male chicks are killed each year, usually when they are only a day old. Most of the animals are culled through a process called maceration that uses whirling blades to nearly instantly kill the baby birds -- something that seems horrifying but that the industry has long claimed is the most humane alternative.

    


"Does the animal suffer? No because it's instantaneous death. But it's not pretty because it's a series of rotating blades," said Suzanne Millman, a professor at Iowa State University who focuses on animal welfare.




Chick culling is an outgrowth of a poultry industry that for decades has raised one kind of chicken for eggs and another for meat. Egg-laying chickens are too scrawny to profitably be sold for meat, so the male chicks are ground up and used as additives for other products.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It wasn't until European governments began passing laws that outlawed maceration that companies started puzzling out how to determine chicken sex before the chicks can hatch. Several companies can now do that, but unlike most competitors, AAT's machine doesn't need to pierce the shell and instead uses a bright light and sensitive cameras to detect an embryo's sex by noting feather shading. Males are white, and females are dark.

    


The machine, called Cheggy, can process up to 25,000 eggs an hour, a pace that can accommodate the massive volume seen at hatcheries in the U.S. Besides the Cheggy machine in the small eastern Iowa city of Wilton, an identical system has been installed in Texas, both at hatcheries owned by Hy-Line North America.
The process has one key limitation: It works only on brown eggs because male and female chicks in white eggs have similar-colored feathers.
That's not a huge hindrance in Europe, where most eggs sold at groceries are brown. But in the U.S., white shell eggs make up about 81% of sales, according to the American Egg Board. Brown shell eggs are especially sought by people who buy cage-free, free-range and organic varieties.
Hurlin said he thinks his company will develop a system to tell the sex of embryos in white eggs within five years, and other companies also are working to meet what's expected to be a growing demand.

    


Eggs from hens that were screened through the new system will supply NestFresh Eggs, a Southern California-based business that distributes organic eggs produced by small operations across the country. The eggs will begin showing up on store shelves in mid-July and NestFresh executive vice president Jasen Urena said his company will begin touting the new chick-friendly process on cartons and with a larger marketing effort.
"It's a huge jump in animal welfare," Urena said. "We've done so much work over the years on the farms. How do we make the lives of these chickens better? Now we're able to step back and go into the hatching phase."
Urena said the new system was more expensive but any price increase on store shelves would be minimal.
The animal welfare group Mercy for Animals has tried to draw attention to chick culling for more than a decade in hopes of ending the practice.
Walter Sanchez-Suarez, the group's animal behavior and welfare scientist, said laws in Europe outlawing chick culling and new efforts to change the practice in the U.S. are wonderful developments. However, Sanchez-Suarez sees them as a small step toward a larger goal of ending large-scale animal agriculture and offering alternatives to meat, eggs and dairy.


    


"Mercy for Animals thinks this is an important step, but poultry producers shouldn't stop there and should try to see all the additional problems that are associated to this type of practice in egg production," he said. "Look for alternatives that are better for animals themselves and human consumers."
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                    Iron crosses marking graves are silhouetted against storm clouds building over a cemetery Saturday, May 25, 2024, in Victoria, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. life expectancy jumped last year, and preliminary data suggests there may be another -- much smaller -- improvement this year.
Death rates fell last year for almost all leading causes, notably COVID-19, heart disease and drug overdoses, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report released Thursday. That translated to adding nearly a year the estimated lifespan of Americans.
Experts note it's part of a bounce-back from the COVID-19 pandemic. But life expectancy has not yet climbed back to prepandemic levels, and the rebound appears to be losing steam.
"What you're seeing is continued improvement, but slowing improvement," said Elizabeth Wrigley-Field, a University Minnesota researcher who studies death trends. "We are sort of converging back to some kind of normal that is worse than it was before the pandemic."

    


Last year, nearly 3.1 million U.S. residents died, about 189,000 fewer than the year before. Death rates declined across all racial and ethnic groups, and in both men and women. 
Provisional data for the first 10 months of 2024 suggests the country is on track to see even fewer deaths this year, perhaps about 13,000 fewer. But that difference is likely to narrow as more death certificates come in, said the CDC's Robert Anderson.




That means that life expectancy for 2024 likely will rise -- "but probably not by a lot," said Anderson, who oversees death tracking at the CDC's National Center for Health Statistics. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Life expectancy is an estimate of the average number of years a baby born in a given year might expect to live, given death rates at that time. It's a fundamental measure of a population's health.
For decades, U.S. life expectancy rose at least a little bit almost every year, thanks to medical advances and public health measures. It peaked in 2014, at nearly 79 years, and then was relatively flat for several years. Then it plunged during the COVID-19 pandemic, dropping to just under 76 1/2 years in 2021.

    


It rebounded to 77 1/2 years in 2022 and, according to the new report, to nearly 78 1/2 last year.
Life expectancy for U.S. women continues to be well above that of men -- a little over 81 for women, compared with a little under 76 for men.
In the last five years, more than 1.2 million U.S. deaths have been attributed to COVID-19. But most of them occurred in 2020 and 2021, before vaccination- and infection-induced immunity became widespread. 
The coronavirus was once the nation's third leading cause of death. Last year it was the underlying cause in nearly 50,000 deaths, making it the nation's No. 10 killer.
Data for 2024 is still coming in, but about 30,000 coronavirus deaths have been reported so far. At that rate, suicide may surpass COVID-19 this year, Anderson said.
Heart disease remains the nation's leading cause of death. Some underappreciated good news is the heart disease death rate dropped by about 3% in 2023. That's a much smaller drop than the 73% decline in the COVID-19 death rate, but heart disease affects more people so even small changes can be more impactful, Anderson said.

    


There's also good news about overdose deaths, which fell to 105,000 in 2023 among U.S. residents, according to a second report released by CDC on Thursday. 
The causes of the overdose decline are still being studied but there is reason to be hopeful such deaths will drop more in the future, experts say. Some pointed to survey results this week that showed teens drug use isn't rising.
"The earlier you start taking a drug, the greater the risk that you could continue using it and the greater the risk that you will become addicted to it -- and have untoward consequences," said Dr. Nora Volkow, director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse, which funded the survey study. "If you can reduce the pipeline (of new drug users) ... you can prevent overdoses."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            The world's largest hornet, an invasive breed dubbed the "murder hornet" for its dangerous sting and ability to slaughter a honey bee hive in a matter of hours, has been declared eradicated in the U.S., five years after being spotted for the first time in Washington state.
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            A Washington State Department of Agriculture worker displays an Asian giant hornet taken from a nest, Oct. 24, 2020, in Blaine, Wash. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)
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            A Washington state Department of Agriculture worker holds two of the dozens of Asian giant hornets vacuumed from a tree Oct. 24, 2020, in Blaine, Wash. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 8 | 
            Sven Spichiger, Washington state Department of Agriculture managing entomologist, displays a canister of Asian giant hornets vacuumed from a nest in a tree behind him Oct. 24, 2020, in Blaine, Wash. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            Sven Spichiger, Washington state Department of Agriculture managing entomologist, displays a canister of Asian giant hornets vacuumed from a nest in a tree behind him on Oct. 24, 2020, in Blaine, Wash. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)
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            Washington State Department of Agriculture entomologist Chris Looney, wearing a protective suit, fills a tree cavity with carbon dioxide after vacuuming a nest of Asian giant hornets from inside it Saturday, Oct. 24, 2020, in Blaine, Wash. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)
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            A Washington state Department of Agriculture worker holds two of the dozens of Asian giant hornets vacuumed from a tree Oct. 24, 2020, in Blaine, Wash. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)
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            Washington State Department of Agriculture workers, wearing protective suits and working in pre-dawn darkness illuminated with red lamps, vacuum a nest of Asian giant hornets from a tree Saturday, Oct. 24, 2020, in Blaine, Wash. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)
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            Washington State Department of Agriculture workers, wearing protective suits and working in pre-dawn darkness illuminated with red lamps, vacuum a nest of Asian giant hornets from a tree Saturday, Oct. 24, 2020, in Blaine, Wash. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- The world's largest hornet, an invasive breed dubbed the "murder hornet" for its dangerous sting and ability to slaughter a honey bee hive in a matter of hours, has been declared eradicated in the U.S., five years after being spotted for the first time in Washington state near the Canadian border.
The Washington and U.S. Departments of Agriculture announced the eradication Wednesday, saying there had been no detections of the northern giant hornet in Washington since 2021. 
The news represented an enormous success that included residents agreeing to place traps on their properties and reporting sightings, as well as researchers capturing a live hornet, attaching a tiny radio tracking tag to it with dental floss, and following it through a forest to a nest in an alder tree. Scientists destroyed the nest just as a number of queens were just beginning to emerge, officials said.

    


"I've gotta tell you, as an entomologist -- I've been doing this for over 25 years now, and it is a rare day when the humans actually get to win one against the insects," Sven Spichiger, pest program manager of the Washington State Department of Agriculture, told a virtual news conference.




The hornets, which can be 2 inches (5 cm) long and were formerly called Asian giant hornets, gained attention in 2013, when they killed 42 people in China and seriously injured 1,675. In the U.S., around 72 people a year die from bee and hornet stings each year, according to data from the National Institutes of Health.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The hornets were first detected in North America in British Columbia, Canada, in August 2019 and confirmed in Washington state in December 2019, when a Whatcom County resident reported a specimen. A beekeeper also reported hives being attacked and turned over specimens in the summer of 2020. The hornets could have traveled to North America in plant pots or shipping containers, experts said.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Invasive 'murder hornets' are wiped out in the US, officials say
    

    
    
    AP's Lisa Dwyer reports on an update on murder hornets. 

    


    


DNA evidence suggested the populations found in British Columbia and Washington were not related and appeared to originate from different countries. There also have been no confirmed reports in British Columbia since 2021, and the nonprofit Invasive Species Centre in Canada has said the hornet is also considered eradicated there.
Northern giant hornets pose significant threats to pollinators and native insects. They can wipe out a honey bee hive in as little as 90 minutes, decapitating the bees and then defending the hive as their own, taking the brood to feed their own young. 
The hornet can sting through most beekeeper suits, deliver nearly seven times the amount of venom as a honey bee, and sting multiple times. At one point the Washington agriculture department ordered special reinforced suits from China.
Washington is the only state that has had confirmed reports of northern giant hornets. Trappers found four nests in 2020 and 2021.
Spichiger said Washington will remain on the lookout, despite reporting the eradication. He noted that entomologists will continue to monitor traps in Kitsap County, where a resident reported an unconfirmed sighting in October but where trapping efforts and public outreach have come up empty.


    


He noted that other invasive hornets can also pose problems: Officials in Georgia and South Carolina are fighting yellow-legged hornets, and southern giant hornets were recently detected in Spain.
"We will continue to be vigilant," Spichiger said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/murder-hornet-giant-invasive-honey-bee-fbf496fba789bc4b17750dbbec904b5f
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Police tape is seen outside the Abundant Life Christian School Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024 in Madison, Wis., following a shooting on Monday. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            3 of 15 | 
            A supporter signs a cross during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            A child is embraced at the SSMI Health Center, set up as a reunification center, following a shooting, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024 in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Emergency vehicles are parked outside of the SSM Health clinic where parents are being reunified with children after a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School in Madison, Wis., Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer)
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            8 of 15 | 
            Families leave the SSMI Health Center, set up as a reunification center, following a shooting, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024 in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Dan Beazley stands with the homemade cross he brought from Michigan for victims of a shooting at Abundant Life Christian School Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 15 | 
            A group makes their way to leave flowers outside the Abundant Life Christian School Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024 in Madison, Wis., following a shooting on Monday. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            A resident places some flowers outside the Abundant Life Christian School Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024 in Madison, Wis., following a shooting on Monday. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            13 of 15 | 
            Police walk outside the Abundant Life Christian School following a shooting, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024 in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 15 | 
            A family leaves the SSMI Health Center, set up as an reunification center, in Madison, Wis., following a shooting, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Emergency vehicles are parked outside the Abundant Life Christian School in Madison, Wis., where multiple injuries were reported following a shooting, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        AP PHOTOS: Students reunite with parents after Wisconsin school shooting, community holds vigil

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 15 | 
            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Police tape is seen outside the Abundant Life Christian School Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024 in Madison, Wis., following a shooting on Monday. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 15

                                    
                                    Police tape is seen outside the Abundant Life Christian School Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024 in Madison, Wis., following a shooting on Monday. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 15 | 
            A supporter signs a cross during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            A child is embraced at the SSMI Health Center, set up as a reunification center, following a shooting, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024 in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 15

                                    
                                    Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 15 | 
            Emergency vehicles are parked outside of the SSM Health clinic where parents are being reunified with children after a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School in Madison, Wis., Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer)
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            Dan Beazley stands with the homemade cross he brought from Michigan for victims of a shooting at Abundant Life Christian School Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)
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            A group makes their way to leave flowers outside the Abundant Life Christian School Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024 in Madison, Wis., following a shooting on Monday. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            A resident places some flowers outside the Abundant Life Christian School Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024 in Madison, Wis., following a shooting on Monday. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 15

                                    
                                    A resident places some flowers outside the Abundant Life Christian School Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024 in Madison, Wis., following a shooting on Monday. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 15 | 
            Police walk outside the Abundant Life Christian School following a shooting, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024 in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 15

                                    
                                    Police walk outside the Abundant Life Christian School following a shooting, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024 in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 15 | 
            A family leaves the SSMI Health Center, set up as an reunification center, in Madison, Wis., following a shooting, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Emergency vehicles are parked outside the Abundant Life Christian School in Madison, Wis., where multiple injuries were reported following a shooting, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer)
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A teenage student at Abundant Life Christian School shot and killed a fellow student and teacher, and injured others on Monday, Dec. 16, 2024, in Madison, Wisconsin.
This is a collection of photographs curated by AP Photo Editors.
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            An Animal Humane Society worker holds Klicky, a kitten rescued from a home in Hines, Minn., on Dec. 9, 2024, after two residents at the home were charged with 10 counts of animal torture. (Photo courtesy of Animal Humane Society)
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            A kitten sits in a crate at a home where two residents were charged with 10 counts of animal torture in Hines, Minn., before being rescued on Dec. 9, 2024. (Photo courtesy of Animal Humane Society)
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            An Animal Humane Society worker hugs a dog rescued from a home on Dec. 9, 2024, in Hines, Minn., where two residents are charged with 10 counts of animal torture. (Photo courtesy of Animal Humane Society)
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                                        HINES, Minn. (AP) -- Minnesota officials this month went to a purported rescue facility to remove more than 250 animals living in crates caked with excrement -- only to find many dogs and cats missing and a pile of ashes and animal bones.
Only 70 animals escaped alive. 
A man and a woman who lived at the home in rural Hines, Minnesota, about 80 miles (145 kilometers) south of the Canadian border, were charged with 10 counts of animal torture Dec. 9. The woman on Monday requested a hearing on the legality of the animals' removal.
"I'm hoping obviously for justice for those animals," Beltrami Sheriff Jason Riggs said. 
Sheriff's deputies began investigating after receiving a report Oct. 21 about an extremely skinny loose dog and others kept in small cages covered in feces, according to the probable cause statement. 
Deputies who visited the property that day gave the owners a week to clean and care for the animals. When deputies returned Oct. 29, they counted at least 250 cats, dogs and horses, not including free-roaming barn cats. Again, they gave the owners time to clean and care for the animals. 

    


By Nov. 12, several dogs and cats appeared to be missing, according to deputies, and an owner said at least one had been euthanized, the probable cause statement said. Dogs were so skinny that deputies could see their ribs and hip bones, and several were eating animal excrement. A few cats had "so little muscle mass that they were unstable when they stood up," deputies wrote, and other cats' eyes had burst from untreated infections. 




Deputies returned Dec. 6 with a search warrant and rescue workers to remove the animals. Deputies said they found animal bones in an ash pile at least 4 feet long and 2 feet deep (1.2 meters long and 0.6 meters deep).

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
All 70 animals were taken to the Animal Humane Society, which had to build temporary shelters to house them. Spokesperson Sarah Bhimani said the effort required 8,000 pounds of cat litter, 100 new litter boxes, $5,000 in medications, $1,000 in prescription food and $700 in personal protection equipment for rescue workers.

    


One unlucky kitten rescued from the house has a broken pelvis and is at risk of losing a leg, Chief Medical Officer Dr. Graham Brayshaw said. Another kitten, now named Korok, is at risk of losing both eyes.
But Brayshaw said almost all the other animals rescued from the house recovered quickly.
"As a whole, they really just needed a really good environment or a good clean environment to live in and to get good access to food, clean water and that sort of thing," Brayshaw said. 
Bhimani said it took time to coordinate help for so many animals at once. She said all the animals went to the Animal Humane Society because of the pending criminal charges and possibility that the former owner could request them back. 
"We needed to make sure that we could responsibly care for them," Bhimani said. "So this was really an all-hands-on-deck situation for us."
Riggs said his department deals with large-scale animal abuse allegations so infrequently that "we have to break out the books" on relevant Minnesota law. He said Beltrami County, which has a population of about 47,000, does not have the infrastructure or veterinary care to handle such a case. 

    


"When you're talking potentially over 250 animals, we just have no way to plan for that," Riggs said. 
He also said a review of Minnesota's animal welfare laws is needed. 
"Are we doing the best for Minnesota with the laws that we currently have?" Riggs asked. 
Kerry D'Amato, executive director of the animal shelter Pet Haven, said it took too long to rescue the animals.
She said Minnesota law enforcement officers do not have enough training and resources to quickly handle similar situations and there are no state laws regulating foster-only animal rescues.

"It's not about pointing fingers," D'Amato said. "It's about, how can we use this tragic case to make things better in the state of Minnesota? And if we don't, we're going to keep seeing it."
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DOJ files complaint against CVS for facilitating unlawful sale of prescription opioids
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                    FILE - The CVS Pharmacy logo is displayed on a store on Aug. 3, 2021, in Woburn, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
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                                        The Justice Department unsealed a civil complaint Wednesday alleging CVS Pharmacy Inc. and various subsidiaries filled "unlawful" prescriptions in violation of the federal Controlled Substances Act.
The complaint also says CVS sought reimbursement from federal health care programs for such prescriptions in violation of the False Claims Act. CVS is the largest pharmacy chain in the U.S., where there are more than 9,000 pharmacies.
A representative of CVS said the company has cooperated with the DOJ's investigation for more than four years, and strongly disagrees with the allegations and what it called the "false narrative" within the complaint. 
Among the unlawful prescriptions that CVS allegedly filled from Oct. 17, 2013, to the present were for dangerous and excessive quantities of opioids, early fills of opioids, and "trinity" prescriptions -- a dangerous combination of drugs made up of an opioid, a benzodiazepine and a muscle relaxant, according to prosecutors.

    


CVS also allegedly filled large quantities of prescriptions for controlled substances written by prescribers it knew to be engaged in "pill mill practices" -- that is, prescribers who issue large numbers of controlled substance prescriptions without any medical purpose, investigators said.




According to the complaint, CVS ignored substantial evidence from multiple sources, including its own pharmacists and internal data, indicating that its stores were dispensing such prescriptions.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This lawsuit alleges that CVS failed to exercise its critical role as gatekeeper of dangerous prescription opioids and, instead, facilitated the illegal proliferation of these highly addictive drugs, including by pill mill prescribers," U.S. Attorney Zachary Cunha for the District of Rhode Island said in a press release.
If CVS is found liable, it could face civil penalties for each unlawful prescription filled and treble damages and other penalties for each prescription reimbursed by federal health care programs.

    


The company said it's cooperated with investigators.
"We will defend ourselves vigorously against this misguided federal lawsuit, which follows on the heels of years of litigation over these issues by state and local governments -- claims that already have been largely resolved by a global agreement with the participating state Attorneys General," said Amy Thibault, director of external communications for CVS in a written statement.
Each of the prescriptions in question was for an FDA-approved opioid medication prescribed by a practitioner who the government itself licensed, authorized and empowered to write controlled-substance prescriptions, Thibault added.
The filing of the complaint follows the announcement on Friday that the McKinsey & Company consulting firm has agreed to pay $650 million to settle a federal investigation into its work to help opioids manufacturer Purdue Pharma boost the sales of the highly addictive drug OxyContin.
It's the latest effort by federal prosecutors to hold companies accountable that officials say helped fuel the U.S. addiction and overdose crisis, with opioids linked to more than 80,000 annual deaths in some recent years. For the past decade, most of these deaths have mostly been attributed to illicit fentanyl, which is laced into many illegal drugs. Earlier in the epidemic, prescription pills were the primary cause of death.

Over the past eight years, drugmakers, wholesalers and pharmacies have agreed to about $50 billion worth of settlements with governments -- with most of the money required to be used to fight the crisis.
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- A Wisconsin judge on Wednesday temporarily put on hold his recent ruling that restored collective bargaining rights to teachers and most other public workers that were lost under a 2011 state law that sparked weeks of protests and made the state the center of the national battle over union rights.
That law, known as Act 10, effectively ended the ability of most public employees to bargain for wage increases and other issues, and forced them to pay more for health insurance and retirement benefits.
Dane County Circuit Judge Jacob Frost on Wednesday granted a temporary stay of his Dec. 2 ruling striking down most of the law as unconstitutional. The stay is in place while Frost considers written arguments over whether to place his ruling on hold while the Legislature appeals it. 
Those arguments are due to the court by Jan. 24, meaning the ruling will likely be on hold until at least then and maybe longer. Some unions had pushed for the reopening of contract negotiations after Frost struck down the law.

    


An attorney for the unions that filed the lawsuit declined immediate comment.




Under his ruling, all public sector workers who lost their collective bargaining power would have it restored to what was in place before 2011. They would be treated the same as the police, firefighter and other public safety unions that were exempted under the law.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Republicans immediately appealed and the case is ultimately expected to go to the Wisconsin Supreme Court.
Supporters of the law have said it provided local governments more control over workers and the powers they needed to cut costs. Repealing the law, which allowed schools and local governments to raise money through higher employee contributions for benefits, would bankrupt those entities, backers of Act 10 have argued.

Democratic opponents argue that the law has hurt schools and other government agencies by taking away the ability of employees to collectively bargain for their pay and working conditions.
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            Technicians investigate a crime scene where police say multiple family members were found dead inside a home in West Valley City, Utah, Tuesday Dec. 17, 2024. (Scott G. Winterton/The Deseret News via AP)
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            Police investigate a crime scene where they say multiple family members were found dead inside a home in West Valley City, Utah, Tuesday Dec. 17, 2024. (Scott G. Winterton/The Deseret News via AP)
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            An officer walks past a command trailer as police investigate a crime scene where they say multiple family members were found dead inside a home in West Valley City, Utah, Tuesday Dec. 17, 2024. (Scott G. Winterton/The Deseret News via AP)
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            Police investigate a crime scene where they say multiple family members were found dead inside a home in West Valley City, Utah, Tuesday Dec. 17, 2024. (Scott G. Winterton/The Deseret News via AP)
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            Police investigate a crime scene where they say multiple family members were found dead inside a home in West Valley City, Utah, Tuesday Dec. 17, 2024. (Scott G. Winterton/The Deseret News via AP)
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                                        Five people were found dead in a Utah home after a man apparently shot his wife and four children before killing himself, police said Wednesday. A 17-year-old boy survived but has a severe brain injury. 
Police believe the shooting in a split-level house in a Salt Lake City suburb happened over the weekend. The victims weren't found until Tuesday, however, when a relative who'd been unable to reach the family went inside.
The woman found the badly wounded teen in the garage. Arriving officers then found the mother, 38, and two girls, ages 9 and 2, dead upstairs together in the same bed.
An 11-year-old boy was found dead in a downstairs living room with his father. A handgun underneath the 42-year-old man led police to believe he was the shooter.
Investigators believe the surviving teenage son made his way to the garage after being shot elsewhere.

    


"The father likely shot all of the members of the family and then himself," West Valley City Police Department spokeswoman Roxeanne Vainuku said at a news conference.
Neighbors hadn't reported any gunshots in the area over the weekend. They had no previous reports of domestic violence or other disturbances involving the family. So far, there was no note or other evidence pointing to a motive, Vainuku said. 




"It's certainly hard for our community to comprehend," she said.
The relative had called police on Monday night because she'd been unable to get ahold of the mother for several days, despite usually having regular contact with her, Vainuku said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Officers looked in windows and spoke to neighbors, but did not find any indications of an emergency or a crime so they asked the family member to keep in contact, she said. After the mom didn't show up for work on Tuesday, the family member entered the home.
"As we know, adults have the right to do what they want to do and they don't have to communicate with their family members if they don't want to," Vainuku said Tuesday. "So that is kind of a tricky balance in protecting people's rights to do what they want to do but also acknowledging the concerns of family members."

This Utah case is the 38th mass killing in the United States this year. At least 165 people have died this year in U.S. mass killings, which are defined by the FBI as cases in which four or more people die within a 24-hour period, not including the killer.
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            Farmer and land owner Glenn Cox maneuvers his boat along the banks of the Flint River near Newton, Ga., on Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2007. (AP Photo/Todd Stone, File)
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            Water swirls through the Georgia Power Co. dam on the Flint River north of Albany, Ga., on Monday, Aug. 18, 2003. (AP Photo, Elliott Minor, File)
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            FILER - John Singletary, a river outfitter, looks out over the Flint River, about 10 miles south of Albany, Ga., Thursday, April 22, 2004. (AP Photo/Elliott Minor, File)
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            FILER - John Singletary, a river outfitter, looks out over the Flint River, about 10 miles south of Albany, Ga., Thursday, April 22, 2004. (AP Photo/Elliott Minor, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Jason Cox, who grows peanuts and cotton in southwest Georgia, says farming would be economically impossible without water to irrigate his crops.
"I'd be out of business," said Cox, who farms 3,000 acres (1,200 hectares) acres around Pelham.
For more than a decade, farmers in parts of southwest Georgia haven't been able to drill new irrigation wells to the Floridian aquifer, the groundwater nearest the surface. That's because Georgia put a halt to farmers drilling wells or taking additional water from streams and lakes in 2012. 
Farmers like Cox, though, will get a chance to drill new wells beginning in April. Gov. Brian Kemp announced Wednesday that Georgia's Environmental Protection Division will begin accepting applications for new agricultural wells in areas along the lower Flint River starting April 1. 
Jeff Cown, the division's director, said in a statement that things have changed since 2012. The moratorium was imposed amid a parching drought and the collapse of the once-prolific oyster fishery in Florida's Apalachicola Bay. 

    


The state of Florida sued in 2013, arguing that Georgia's overuse of water from the Flint was causing negative impacts downstream where the Flint and Chattahoochee River join to become the Apalachicola River. But a unanimous U.S. Supreme Court in 2021 rejected the lawsuit, saying Florida hadn't proved its case that water use by Flint River farmers was at fault.




That was one lawsuit in decades of sprawling litigation that mostly focused on fear that Atlanta's ever-growing population would suck up all the upstream water and leave little for uses downstream. The suits include the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint system and the Alabama-Coosa-Tallapoosa system, which flows out of Georgia to drain much of Alabama. Georgia also won victories guaranteeing that metro Atlanta had rights to water from the Chattahoochee River's Lake Lanier to quench its thirst.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Georgia officials say new water withdrawals won't disregard conservation. No new withdrawals from streams or lakes will be allowed. And new wells will have to stop sucking up water from the Floridian aquifer when a drought gets too bad, in part to protect water levels in the Flint, where endangered freshwater mussels live. New wells will also be required to be connected to irrigation systems that waste less water and can be monitored electronically, according to a November presentation posted by the environmental agency.

    


In a statement, Cown said the plans "support existing water users, including farmers, and set the stage to make room for new ones. We look forward to working with all water users as they obtain these newly, developed permits."
Georgia had already been taking baby steps in this direction by telling farmers they could withdraw water to spray vulnerable crops like blueberries during freezing temperatures.
Flint Riverkeeper Gordon Rogers, who heads the environmental organization of the same name, said Georgia's action is "good news." He has long contended that the ban on new withdrawals was "an admission of failure," showing how Georgia had mismanaged water use along the river. But he said investments in conservation are paying off: Many farmers are installing less wasteful irrigators and some agreed to stop using existing shallow wells during drought in exchange for subsidies to drill wells to deeper aquifers that don't directly influence river flow.

    


"What we're going to do is make it more efficient, make it more equitable and make it more fair," Rogers said. "And we're in the middle of doing that."
A lawyer for Florida environmental groups that contend the Apalachicola River and Bay are being harmed declined comment in an email. Representatives for the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and state Attorney General Ashley Moody did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Cox, who lives about 165 miles (265 kilometers) south of Atlanta, said he's interested in drilling a new well on some land that he owns. Right now, that land relies on water from a neighboring farmer's well. 

    


He knows the drought restrictions would mean there would be times he couldn't water his crops, but said data he's seen show there wouldn't have been many days over the last 10 years when he would have been barred from irrigating, and that most of those days wouldn't have been during peak watering times for his crops.

Three years ago, Cox drilled a well for some land into a deeper aquifer, but he said even spending $30,000 or more on a shallower well would boost the productivity and value of his land.
"It would enhance my property if I had a well myself," Cox said.
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                                        POPLARVILLE, Miss. (AP) -- The estranged wife of a Mississippi man is in custody after she allegedly shot and killed him outside a courthouse following the conclusion of divorce proceedings between the two, authorities said. 
The shooting happened Tuesday just before 1 p.m. in the entryway of the Pearl River County Chancery Court in Poplarville, the sheriff's office said. The victim was identified as James Ray Saucier, 62. His wife, Tanya Saucier, 49, was apprehended after the shooting and is being held at the Lenoir Rowell Criminal Justice Center in Poplarville on a charge of murder.
James Saucier's attorney, Don Rafferty, said the couple's divorce proceedings had just ended when gunfire broke out.
"I was handling some paperwork when things went crossways," Rafferty told WLOX-TV.
Tanya Saucier's attorney, state Rep. Jansen Owen, a Republican from Hattiesburg, said he was walking out of the building when his client opened fire.

    


"Basically, I left the courthouse and she opened fire. I did ultimately subdue her at which point she made threats against me," Owen said. "I administered first aid as best I could to Mr. Saucier."


Family member Johanna Peterson told WVUE-TV the family is distraught by what happened.
"It's confusing for us, tragic," Peterson said. "The family is in shock, as well as frustrated and enraged."

Court documents show James Saucier was indicted in August on charges of aggravated assault and domestic violence with a deadly weapon. He was accused of shooting Tanya Saucier five times, including once in the face, a year ago.
"My client said he was defending himself," Rafferty said.
James Saucier's trial had been set for March 4.
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            Police investigate a crime scene where they say multiple family members were found dead inside a home in West Valley City, Utah, Tuesday Dec. 17, 2024. (Scott G. Winterton/The Deseret News via AP)
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            Technicians investigate a crime scene where police say multiple family members were found dead inside a home in West Valley City, Utah, Tuesday Dec. 17, 2024. (Scott G. Winterton/The Deseret News via AP)
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                                        The latest mass killing in the United States was discovered Tuesday when five family members, including three children, were found dead inside a home in Utah after a relative became concerned about not hearing from the family in several days.
Police in the Salt Lake City suburb of West Valley believe a 42-year-old man shot his wife and four children before killing himself. An 11-year-old boy and two girls, ages 9 and 2, died along with their 38-year-old mother. Their 17-year-old brother survived but has a severe brain injury. Investigators believe the shooting happened over the weekend.
"The father likely shot all of the members of the family and then himself," West Valley City Police Department spokeswoman Roxeanne Vainuku said at a news conference Wednesday.
This is the country's 38th mass killing this year. The killings are tracked in a database maintained by The Associated Press and USA Today in partnership with Northeastern University.

    


At least 165 people have died this year in U.S. mass killings, which are defined as cases in which four or more people die within a 24-hour period, not including the killer -- the same definition used by the FBI.




Last year ended with 217 deaths from 42 mass killings, making 2023 one of the deadliest on record.
Here is a look at other U.S. mass killings this year:
BELEN, New Mexico, Dec. 14
A 16-year-old boy was arrested after four of his family members was found dead inside their home in a rural area near Belen, New Mexico. State Police said the suspect was extremely intoxicated at the scene and was taken to a hospital for detoxification before he was taken to a juvenile detention center. Authorities said the boy called 911 around 3:30 a.m. the day of the killings and allegedly told a dispatcher that he had killed his entire family.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
DEKALB COUNTY, Georgia, Dec. 7
Three adults and two young children were found dead inside an apartment in DeKalb County, Georgia. Police believe one of the adults killed the others before killing themselves. The victims included a 5-year-old girl and a 1-year-old boy. A family member discovered the bodies after peeking in a back window.

    


LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA, Nov. 16
A 19-year-old California man has been charged with killing four people in their 20s during a burglary at a home in the city of Lancaster, California. Los Angeles County District Attorney George Gascon said the four victims, including a brother and sister, were shot as they slept. After the killings, the man set fire to the home. Another person was present in the home but wasn't hurt.
WICHITA, KANSAS, Nov. 10
Four people were found dead along with the suspected shooter when Wichita police searched three separate houses. Wichita police officers were called Sunday evening to a home where one victim was found. Officers went to a second home as part of the investigation and found three people dead. A fifth victim was found inside a third home as officers were canvassing the neighborhood. Police Chief Joe Sullivan said one of the dead was the suspected shooter. Police believe all five knew each other, but the nature of their relationships weren't immediately disclosed.

    


DULUTH, MINNESOTA: Nov. 7
A Minnesota man shot and killed his wife and son, and his ex-partner and their son, before killing himself, authorities said. Police Chief Mike Ceynowa said at a news conference that the shooter had a "pattern of mental health issues."
FALL CITY, WASHINGTON: Oct. 21
A 15-year-old boy was arrested after police found his parents and three of his siblings dead at a home in the rural community. The boy's 11-year-old sister, who survived the attack by playing dead, told police he used their father's handgun. She said he was the only one who knew the code to the lockbox where it was kept.
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA: Sept. 21
Four people were killed and more than a dozen injured outside a nightspot in what police described as a targeted "hit" by multiple shooters. Police Chief Scott Thurmond said authorities believe the shooting targeted one of the people who was killed, possibly in a murder-for-hire. A vehicle pulled up and "multiple shooters" got out and began firing, then fled, he said.

    


WINDER, GEORGIA: Sept. 4
Two students and two teachers were killed at Apalachee High School northeast of Atlanta, and another teacher and eight other students were injured. A 14-year-old student has been charged as an adult with murder. Authorities also charged his father with involuntary manslaughter, second-degree murder and cruelty to children, saying he gave his son access to the rifle used in the shootings.
FOREST PARK, ILLINOIS: Sept. 2
Four people sleeping on a Chicago-area train were fatally shot on Labor Day morning. Police were called to a Chicago Transit Authority station just outside the city. A 30-year-old man was arrested. The victims were a woman and three men. A motive wasn't immediately disclosed.

    


IRONDEQUOIT, NEW YORK: Aug. 31
Four people were found dead after firefighters extinguished multiple blazes at a home in upstate New York, though authorities said they likely were killed by something else. Firefighters found the bodies of two adults, a 2-year-old boy and a 4-year-old girl.
SYOSSET, NEW YORK: Aug. 25
Police said a man distraught that he was being forced to move from his late mother's home shot and killed four family members before taking his own life. The shooting occurred three days after his mother's funeral.
DALTON, GEORGIA: Aug. 24
Four males, ages 17 to 21, were shot to death at a park. A teenager was charged with murder in what police said was a robbery that turned violent. Multiple weapons were involved.
PLANT CITY, FLORIDA: July 31
Police said an intentional fire killed four people near Tampa. A 25-year-old man who lived in the house was charged with murder while engaged in arson. Three dogs also died.
NEW YORK CITY: July 19
A grandmother, a mother and her two children, ages 5 and 4, were fatally stabbed at an apartment in Brooklyn. A 24-year-old man who knew the four was arrested.
WEST BLOCTON, ALABAMA: July 18
A man was charged with killing his wife and four children, ages 2 to 9, in a rural community in Bibb County. The man didn't say anything about a motive when taken into custody. "Even seasoned officers told me it is the worst thing they've ever seen," Sheriff Jody Wade said.
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA: July 13
The victims were shot at a nightclub. One man died on a sidewalk while two women were killed inside the club. Another man was pronounced dead at a hospital. Investigators believed some shots were fired from outside the club.
ALAMEDA, CALIFORNIA: July 10 
Police arrested a man in the shootings of his wife, two children and his wife's parents in the San Francisco Bay area. The man's father-in-law went to a neighbor for help and spoke to police before he died.
FLORENCE, KENTUCKY: July 6
A birthday party turned deadly in the wee hours when four people were shot. The 21-year-old suspected gunman crashed his car in a ditch during a police chase and was found dead from a self-inflicted gunshot.
NORTH LAS VEGAS, NEVADA: June 24
A 48-year-old man barred from possessing guns because of a criminal record killed himself after fatally shooting five people, police said. The violence began after the man had an argument with a former girlfriend. The victims at the apartment complex included a neighbor who tried to help and the neighbor's mother and grandmother. 
FORDYCE, ARKANSAS: June 21
A 44-year-old man shot people in the parking lot before shooting more inside the Mad Butcher grocery store, killing four. Police said he did not appear to have a connection to the victims. The shooting occurred in the middle of the day in Fordyce, about 65 miles (105 kilometers) south of Little Rock.
HUDSON, FLORIDA: June 12
A landlord was accused of killing a family of four and burning their bodies. The two children were ages 6 and 5. The family was reported missing by relatives. Police say a backyard fire pit was smoldering when they searched the property in Pasco County.
MARION, IOWA: June 5
Police said a metal pipe was used to kill four people in an outbuilding of a rural home near Cedar Rapids.
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA: April 29
Four officers were shot in the deadliest attack on U.S. law enforcement since 2016. They were killed when a task force of officers from different agencies tried to capture a 39-year-old man for illegally possessing a firearm and fleeing to elude in a different county.
YUKON, OKLAHOMA: April 22
A 10-year-old boy awoke to find his parents and three brothers dead in their home near Oklahoma City, all fatally shot by his father, police said. Authorities believe the 42-year-old man killed his wife and three sons -- ages 18, 14 and 12 -- then turned the gun on himself. Police said they did not immediately know why the fourth child was spared or have a motive for the shootings.
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS: March 27
A frenzied stabbing and beating rampage left four people dead in a matter of minutes and at least seven people injured. Authorities said a 22-year-old man was charged. Police didn't immediately know his motive. Rockford's mayor said the victims were 63, 23, 49 and 15. 
IRELAND, WEST VIRGINIA: March 11
The bodies of four people, ages 3 months to 90 years, were found inside the remains of a burning home. A fifth person with an apparent gunshot wound was discovered dead behind a chicken coop nearby, authorities said. A 45-year-old male suspect was found dead by suicide about 110 miles (180 kilometers) away, parked in a vehicle outside his relatives' home. Authorities did not immediately share details about a motive. 
HONOLULU, HAWAII: March 10
Authorities said a woman and three children ages 10, 12 and 17 were fatally stabbed in a Manoa home. The woman's husband was also found dead. Police said a preliminary investigation shows the husband fatally stabbed his wife and children. Authorities did not immediately share a motive. Police said the five deaths mark the state's worst mass killing since 1999. They said there was no history of domestic calls to the residence. 
KING CITY, CALIFORNIA: March 3
Police said three men with dark masks got out of a silver Kia and opened fire at an outdoor party in central California, killing three men and a woman and wounding seven others. The shooting happened on a street with modest homes facing a commercial district in King City, close to Pinnacles National Park.
FERGUSON, MISSOURI: Feb. 19
Authorities said a 39-year-old woman intentionally set a fire at home to kill herself and her four children, ages 2, 5, 9 and 9. Investigators believe the mother set fire to a mattress, and left a note saying she intended to kill herself and her children, police said. Responding firefighters found the home engulfed in flames. Neighbors tried to save the family, but the fire was too intense.
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA: Feb. 16
Officials said four men were killed in a drive-by shooting. Dozens of shots were fired outside a Birmingham home, police said. People were standing outside a house as they got their cars washed when someone drove by and opened fire. No arrests were immediately reported.
HUNTINGTON PARK, CALIFORNIA: Feb. 11
Shootings over several hours left four people dead: a man in Bell, a man in a Los Angeles shopping center parking lot, a 14-year-old boy in Cudahy, and a homeless man in Huntington Park, authorities said. At least one other juvenile was wounded. Two suspected gang members were arrested in connection with the shootings, authorities said.
EAST LANSDOWNE, PENNSYLVANIA: Feb. 7
Six sets of human remains were recovered from the ashes of a fire that destroyed a home near Philadelphia, according to the county district attorney's office. Authorities suspect those who died -- including three children -- were killed by a 43-year-old male relative who also died after shooting and wounding two police officers, the office said. A motive was not immediately identified. 
EL MIRAGE, CALIFORNIA: Jan. 23
Authorities found the bodies of six men in the Mojave Desert outside the sparsely populated community of El Mirage after someone called 911 and said he had been shot, according to sheriff's officials. The men were likely shot to death in a dispute over marijuana, authorities said. The bodies were found about 50 miles (80 kilometers) northeast of Los Angeles in an area known for illegal cannabis operations. Five men were arrested and charged with murder. 
JOLIET, ILLINOIS: Jan. 21
Authorities said a 23-year-old man shot eight people -- including seven of his relatives -- and injuring a ninth person in a Chicago suburb. He fatally shot himself later during a confrontation with law enforcement in Texas. Authorities believe he was trying to reach Mexico. Police said the victims included his mother, siblings, aunt, uncle and two men he might not have known. They were found in two homes, outside an apartment building and on a residential street. 
TINLEY PARK, ILLINOIS: Jan. 21
A 63-year-old man in suburban Chicago killed his wife and three adult daughters a domestic-related shooting, police said. The man allegedly shot the four family members -- ages 53, 24 and two 25-year-old twins -- after an argument at their home. He was charged with four counts of first-degree murder.
RICHMOND, TEXAS: Jan. 13
A 46-year-old man fatally shot his estranged wife and three other relatives, including his 8-year-old niece, at a home in suburban Houston before killing himself, authorities said. Authorities said the man had told his estranged wife that he wanted to reunite but she refused. In addition to killing his niece and estranged wife, he also killed her brother and sister, ages 43 and 46.
REEDLEY, CALIFORNIA: Jan. 6

A 17-year-old boy was charged with killing four members of a neighboring family in central California. He lived next door to the victims -- ages 81, 61, 44 and 43 -- in Reedley, a small town near Fresno. Three bodies were found in their backyard, including one buried in a shallow grave, while another was found in the detached garage of the teenager's home, police said.
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            New York State Museum and State University of New York Orange staff unearthed a complete well-preserved mastodon jaw, as well as a piece of a toe bone and a rib fragment, that were discovered by a man who spotted two giant teeth while gardening at his upstate New York home, near Scotchtown, NY. (New York State Museum via AP)
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            New York State Museum and State University of New York Orange staff unearth a complete well-preserved mastodon jaw, as well as a piece of a toe bone and a rib fragment, that were discovered by a man who spotted two giant teeth while gardening at his upstate New York home, near Scotchtown, NY. (New York State Museum via AP)
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            New York State Museum and State University of New York Orange staff unearth a complete well-preserved mastodon jaw, as well as a piece of a toe bone and a rib fragment, that were found protruding from the topsoil in the backyard of a residence near Scotchtown, NY. (New York State Museum via AP)
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                                        SCOTCHTOWN, N.Y. (AP) -- Scholars are hailing the discovery of a fossilized mastodon jaw discovered by a man who spotted two giant teeth while gardening at his upstate New York home this year.
The mastodon jaw and some other bone fragments were found in late September in a backyard near Scotchtown, a hamlet about 70 miles (112 kilometers) northwest of New York City, officials from the New York State Museum said.
The owner of the backyard does not want to be identified, said Robert Feranec, the state museum's director of research and collections and curator of Ice Age animals.
The individual spotted what he first thought were baseballs, Feranec said Wednesday. "He picked them up and realized they were teeth," he said.
Excavation by staff from the museum and the State University of New York's Orange County campus yielded a full, well-preserved jaw of an adult mastodon as well as a piece of a toe bone and a rib fragment, museum officials said.

    


"While the jaw is the star of the show, the additional toe and rib fragments offer valuable context and the potential for additional research," said Cory Harris, chair of SUNY Orange's behavioral sciences department. "We are also hoping to further explore the immediate area to see if there are any additional bones that were preserved." 




Officials with the Albany-based state museum said the jaw was the first complete mastodon jaw found in New York in 11 years. They said there have been more than 150 fossils from the extinct elephant relative found statewide to date, about a third of them in Orange County in the same area as the recent find.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Feranec said the newly unearthed jaw provides "a unique opportunity to study the ecology of this magnificent species, which will enhance our understanding of the Ice Age ecosystems from this region."

The fossils will be carbon-dated and analyzed to determine the mastodon's age, diet and habitat during its lifetime and will be put on public display sometime in 2025, museum officials said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mastodon-jaw-fossil-new-york-972681079b36cc13453ebe8456660f4b
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                                        BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- Moving in a dense cloud, like throngs of people walking across a crowded public square, 100 drones maneuver through the night sky in Hungary's capital, the result of over a decade of research and experimentation that scientists believe could change the future of unmanned flight. 
The behavior of the swarm, made up of autonomous drones that make their own real-time decisions on collision avoidance and trajectory planning without pre-programming or centralized control, is guided by research the Hungarian scientists performed on the collective movements of creatures from the natural world. 
"It's very rare that you see some technology and you say it's beautiful," said Boldizsar Balazs, one of the researchers working on the project. "In its theoretical core it resembles nature. That's why the drones themselves don't need to be pretty, but what they do is pretty because it resembles natural swarming behavior."

    


Drones have in recent years become a common sight in our skies: Companies like Amazon and FedEx have launched drone delivery services, hobbyists use them for aerial photography and groups of over 1,000 drones have been pre-programmed to deliver large-scale light shows. 




But the scientists at the Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest have developed new models based on animal behavior that allow a large number of drones to travel autonomously, reacting in real time to their environment and each other as they coordinate individual routes and tasks in dense aerial traffic. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This is the level we call decentralization ... After the drones are told what to do, we can switch off the ground control station, we can burn it or whatever, throw it away," said Gabor Vasarhelyi, a senior researcher at the university's Department of Biological Physics. "The drones will be able to do what they have to do just by communicating to each other."

    


Using data they gathered by monitoring the behavior of pigeons in flight, the patterns of wild horses in the Great Hungarian Plain and other animal movements, they developed an algorithm that allows the drones to make on-board, autonomous decisions, safely mitigating conflicts and avoiding collisions.
While such technology has the potential to increase efficiency across many fields, some researchers have voiced concerns that certain applications of autonomous drones could pose significant dangers.
Anna Konert and Tomasz Balcerzak with the Faculty of Law and Administration at Lazarski University in Warsaw, Poland, have researched such risks, and warn that military applications could escalate arms races or be misused or hacked by malign actors such as terrorist groups.
"When drones take over lethal actions, responsibility may shift from human operators to machines, leading to uncertainty about who should be held accountable if errors occur," they wrote in an email. "This detachment could lower the psychological barriers to initiating force, potentially making war more frequent and brutal."
They also write that autonomous drones reducing the human cost of military engagements could "encourage more frequent military actions, leading to faster conflict escalation since fewer immediate human consequences would weigh against the decision to engage militarily."

    


But beyond military uses, the researchers in Hungary say their technology has the potential to improve people's lives through numerous other applications. 
Their digital simulations in three dimensions have them convinced that their algorithm can be scaled up to support 5,000 drones flying together autonomously, which they say could have applications in meteorology, land surveying, goods deliveries and beyond. 

The researchers are also working on rolling out an agricultural application that can be used for the precision spraying of crops, and believe the technology could also play a role in decentralizing air traffic control systems as more and more unmanned aircraft take to the skies.
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