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        AVIGNON, France - A court on Thursday sentenced a French man to the maximum term of 20 years in jail for committing and orchestrating the mass rapes of his now former wife, Gisele Pelicot, with dozens of strangers he recruited online.

      

      
        Medical Council questions hospital on Thaksin's illness
        The Medical Council of Thailand is demanding detailed information from Police General Hospital about Thaksin Shinawatra's illness, treatment and extended stay there instead of jail.
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                  Dominique Pelicot: the 'monster' whose facade crumbled                

                Trial in France hears how 'family man' orchestrated sexual abuse of his wife by dozens of strangers
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                                AVIGNON, France - His loved ones knew him as a devoted family man. But he had for years been recruiting dozens of strangers to rape his drugged wife without her knowledge.
Dominique Pelicot, who had already confessed to the crimes, was sentenced to the maximum term of 20 years in jail by the court in the southern city of Avignon on Thursday after an over three-month trial that shocked France and devastated a family.

His now ex-wife Gisele Pelicot once told investigators her husband of 50 years was a "super guy", a facade that crumbled when police seized his computer by chance after he was caught filming up women's skirts in a local supermarket.

Authorities discovered videos and photos meticulously documenting the abuse of Gisele Pelicot between 2011 and 2020, mostly at their home in the southern Provence region.

He recruited dozens of men -- including 49 co-defendants, all found guilty on Thursday -- to sexually abuse his heavily sedated wife over a decade.

The 72-year-old, who admitted he is a "rapist", insists his childhood trauma led him to become the man who orchestrated the sexual abuse of his wife by dozens of strangers.

"You're not born that way. You become that way," he told the court.

'Side A, Side B'

During the trial, experts sought to illuminate the inner workings of the retiree who, up until the discovery of the abuse in 2020, had been viewed as a devoted family man.

"There's a side A and a side B," he told the court, drawing a comparison with the eponymous character in the Gothic horror classic The Strange Case of Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde.

After a lacklustre school career, Pelicot struggled to find his professional footing, moving from the nuclear sector to real estate, where he had only moderate success.

He married Gisele Pelicot in 1973, with whom he had three children: David, Caroline, and Florian, a marriage his ex-wife described as happy.

Pelicot borrowed money from people close to him, including his children, without reimbursing them -- even draining his daughter's bank account, where she had saved the money earned from her summer jobs.

He and Gisele Pelicot divorced for five years to protect her from his financial woes, but even so, Domique Pelicot was seen as a loving father and grandfather.

The two shared a home in the small village of Mazan, where he enjoyed cycling, painting and drawing.

But lurking behind that veneer was a man "who inspired fear", said psychologist Marianne Douteau.

'Split psyche'

During the trial, Pelicot's defence lawyer, Beatrice Zavarro dug into his chaotic upbringing -- which he claims included sexual abuse -- and described a shaky mental state to explain the "perversity" behind his crimes.

Born near Paris in 1952, Pelicot contended with a "dysfunctional family environment", said one psychiatric expert, where he experienced "psychological, physical and sexual abuse".

As a child, he lived in a rehabilitation centre for prisoners for a few years while his parents worked as guards. He said he was first sexually assaulted at age nine when a male nurse at a hospital forced him to perform oral sex.

That rape could have caused "a split in his psyche", said psychologist Annabelle Montagne, who described him as a "self-centred" man who tended to "consider other people as objects to manipulate, to lie to".

He allegedly wrote to his family a decade ago about this assault and a second incident during which a young woman sexually abused him when he was a teenager working on a building site.

Pelicot's brother refuted this during the trial, which provoked one of the defendant's rare angry outbursts during the proceedings.

The 72-year-old insisted that both sides -- the doting father and the manipulative "monster" described by his co-defendants are "the same man".

For his daughter, he is the "worst sexual criminal of the last 20 years".

At the end of the trial, Pelicot asked his family to accept his apology.

"I regret what I did, making (my family) suffer. ... I ask them for forgiveness," he said.

Dominique Pelicot will not be eligible for parole until he has served two-thirds of his sentence.
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                  Trump and Musk torpedo US spending bill                

                President-elect isn't in office yet but Republicans do his bidding as shutdown looms
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                                WASHINGTON -- The US Congress has two days to avert a partial government shutdown after President-elect Donald Trump rejected a bipartisan deal on federal spending and demanded lawmakers address the nation's debt ceiling before he takes office next month.
Trump told his fellow Republicans in Congress to reject a stopgap bill that would keep the government funded past the deadline of midnight on Friday, saying that any of them who voted for the bipartisan bill should face primary challenges from within their own party in the 2026 midterm elections.

That threat -- amplified online by Twitter owner and Trump megadonor Elon Musk -- sent House of Representatives Speaker Mike Johnson and the rest of his leadership team back to the drawing board.

Their aim is to find a new compromise bill that could win the support of both his sometimes unruly 219-211 majority and clear the Senate, where Democrats hold a 51-49 majority.

If there is no action from Congress, the US government will begin a partial shutdown on Saturday that would interrupt funding for everything from air travel to law enforcement in the days leading up to the Christmas holiday.

"Any Republican that would be so stupid as to do this should, and will, be Primaried," Trump wrote on his Truth Social platform.

If there is a government shutdown, it would be the first since one that extended through December 2018 into 2019, during Trump's first four-year White House term.

Trump is now calling on Congress to pass legislation that would tie up loose ends before he takes office next month by extending the government's borrowing authority -- a politically difficult task -- and extending government funding.

Congress adopted a limit on the amount of money the government can borrow in 1939, aiming to stem the rise of government's debt. It has not achieved its purpose -- federal debt has climbed to $36 trillion, fueled by Democratic-backed spending, Republican-backed tax cuts and the spiralling cost of the Social Security retirement programme.

The debt ceiling is the periodic focus of Washington brinkmanship, and so the nation from time to time faces the risk of a potentially catastrophic default that would shake global markets.

						
							
Either there is massive change or America goes bankrupt, therefore there must be massive change! https://t.co/JLDBbvt41w

-- Elon Musk (@elonmusk) December 18, 2024

						

Musk factor

Trump also said lawmakers should strip out elements of the bipartisan deal backed by Democrats, whose support will be needed to pass the bill.

Trump's ally and the world's richest person, Elon Musk, who has been tasked by Trump to prune the federal budget, pressured Congress to reject the bill and said those who back it should be voted out of office.

The bipartisan bill would fund government agencies at current levels and provide $100 billion for disaster relief and $10 billion in farm aid. It also includes a wide range of unrelated provisions, such as a pay raise for lawmakers and a crackdown on hidden hotel fees.

"It is dangerous for House Republicans to have folded to the demands of the richest man on the planet, who nobody elected, after leaders in both parties came to an agreement to fund the government and provide this disaster aid," Repr Rosa DeLauro, the top Democrat on the House Appropriations Committee said in a statement on Thursday.

Late-night talks

After a meeting with Vice President-elect JD Vance and other top Republican leaders late on Wednesday, Speaker Johnson said there was a "productive conversation", without giving details.

"I'm not going to say anything else about it tonight because we are in the middle of these negotiations," Johnson said.

When asked if raising the debt ceiling will be part of an agreement being worked on, House Republican leader Steve Scalise said lawmakers were "not there yet".

House Appropriations Committee chairman Tom Cole, who was also at the meeting, was asked if he was confident there would not be a government shutdown. He replied: "I'm not confident of anything."

The House Republican majority has been restive over the past two years, having thrown out Johnson's predecessor Kevin McCarthy due to anger over a government funding bill. Johnson has repeatedly had to turn to Democrats for help in passing legislation when he has been unable to deliver the votes from his own party.

Hardline Republican Marjorie Taylor Greene suggested that Johnson could face a new threat to his leadership.

"WE MUST STAND FIRM WITH THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO STOP THE MADNESS!! No matter what. Even if we have to elect new leadership," Greene said on X.

Next steps unclear

The next steps for Congress were unclear. Bipartisan agreement will be needed to pass any spending bill through both the House and the Senate, where Democrats currently hold a narrow majority.

The stopgap measure is needed because Congress has failed to pass regular spending legislation for the fiscal year that began on Oct 1. It does not cover benefit programmes like Social Security, which continue automatically.

The US government has spent more money than it has taken in for over 20 years, as Democrats have expanded health programmes and Republicans have cut taxes.
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                  'Disease X' in Congo a mix of illnesses                

                Health authorities say it could be severe malaria or a viral infection
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                                A flu-like illness that has sickened hundreds of people in the Democratic Republic of Congo is a mix of diseases common in the region that have morphed into severe forms in a population weakened by food shortages.
Health authorities have two working hypotheses: severe malaria or a viral infection, both against a background of malnutrition, said Ngashi Ngongo, head of incident management for mpox at the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention.

The bulk of the more than 500 cases since October of the previously unidentified disease are in children younger than five years, who have been weakened by lack of food.

The outbreak in the remote southwestern province of Kwango renewed concerns that this may be a new pathogen with the potential for global spread just a few years after Covid-19 shut down borders and brought economic and social activities to a halt. Early reports of the illness -- initially dubbed "Disease X" -- pointed to it being airborne.

First reported in the Panzi health zone, national authorities were alerted more than five weeks later on Dec 1. Challenges in getting good-quality samples to a national laboratory in the capital, Kinshasa -- some 700 kilometres from the outbreak zone -- delayed identification of patient specimens. Poor road conditions and recent heavy downpours mean it takes two to three days to make that trip.

Malaria is arguably one of the world's most neglected diseases, with most deaths occurring among the poor. The lack of a lucrative commercial market has slowed the development of a vaccine.

With the rainy season, malaria becomes a more frequent threat. The tendency of the parasite to mutate has also made it harder to produce an effective inoculation. Still, children in Cameroon and Ivory Coast this year became the first nations to deploy malaria shots.

Congo, which is as big as the US states of Alaska and Texas combined, is home to 10% of the world's tropical forests and is among the world's poorest nations. Increased interaction between humans and animals has seen diseases such as mpox and Marburg increasingly spread to people from infected rodents and bats in the region.

Earlier this year, the spread of a new strain of mpox prompted the World Haelth Organization to declare the disease a public health emergency of international concern, though the spread of the virus outside of Africa has remained sporadic.
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                  US Amazon workers strike amid Christmas rush                

                Impact expected to be limited as unions represent just 1% of staff at e-commerce giant
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                                Amazon.com workers at seven centres in the United States walked off the job early on Thursday during the holiday shopping rush, aiming to pressure the retailer into contract talks with their union.
Warehouse workers in cities including New York, Atlanta and San Francisco are taking part in the "largest" strike against Amazon, said the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, which represents about 10,000 workers at 10 of the company's facilities.

The company, however, said it does not expect any effect on its operations during one of the busiest times of the year.

Unions represent only about 1% of the workforce of Amazon, one of the largest companies in the US by market value, and it has multiple locations in many metro areas.

The union had given Amazon a Dec 15 deadline to begin negotiations and warehouse workers had recently voted to authorise a strike.

"If your package is delayed during the holidays, you can blame Amazon's insatiable greed," Teamsters' general president Sean O'Brien said late on Wednesday.

"We gave Amazon a clear deadline to come to the table and do right by our members. They ignored it. This strike is on them."

The retailer's shares were trading 1.5% higher in premarket hours, a sign that investors do not expect a big disruption from the strike.

The Teamsters have "intentionally misled the public" and "threatened, intimidated and attempted to coerce" employees and third-party drivers to join them, an Amazon spokesperson said on Thursday.

Observers said Amazon was unlikely to come to the table to bargain as that could open the door to more union actions. It employs more than 1.5 million people globally and has said it prefers direct relationships with workers.

Still, the company has responded to recent organisation efforts with legal challenges. Amazon has filed objections with the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) over a 2022 union vote in the New York City borough of Staten Island, alleging bias among agency officials.

It also challenged the constitutionality of the board in a federal lawsuit filed in September.

Earlier this year, the company announced a $2.1-billion investment to raise pay for fulfillment and transport employees in the US, increasing base wages for employees by at least $1.50 to around $22 per hour, a roughly 7% increase.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2923135/us-amazon-workers-strike-amid-christmas-rush



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Kittiratt: Rate cuts needed to avert 'disaster' in Thailand                

                Former minister expected to be named central bank chairman says he would perform duty well
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                                Interest rates in Thailand should be cut quickly and sharply to help lift the economy out of "disaster", says Kittiratt Na Ranong, who is widely expected to be named chairman of the board of the central bank.
A Pheu Thai Party loyalist and former finance minister and stock exchange president, Mr Kittiratt told a seminar on Thursday that interest rates were too high and all sides must work together to address that.

"It's the way to prevent disaster. Today, I still believe that," he said in reiterating a call he first made last year for fast and sharp cuts in interest rates to boost the economy.

The government has yet to confirm the selection of Mr Kittiratt as chairman of the board of the Bank of Thailand, but sources with knowledge of the process have confirmed to Reuters his selection, which has been widely reported in local media.

The government's nomination of Kittiratt for the job faced strong opposition from economists and former Bank of Thailand governors concerned about political influence on the independent central bank.

The Pheu Thai-led government has been at odds with the central bank for the bulk of its time in office since returning to power in September 2023, mostly over interest rates it says are shackling the economy.

'Intervene with thoughts'

Mr Kittiratt was finance minister in the government of Yingluck Shinawatra from 2012-14 and at the time he tangled frequently with the central bank governor.

His comments on Thursday came a day after the central bank's Monetary Policy Committee left its key rate unchanged at 2.25% on Wednesday, after a surprise cut at its previous meeting in October.

Mr Kittiratt said the committee must have a reason for holding the rate, even though others felt a cut would have been helpful to the economy.

Regarding the BoT board chairmanship, Kittiratt said he has yet to be named to the position but, if appointed, he would perform his duty well.

"If you believe I will be able to do a good job, I must do good things to meet the expectations of all parties," he said, without elaborating.

The BoT board chair does not have the power to order anything, Mr Kittiratt stressed, adding that holder would only "intervene with thoughts".

Though the chairman cannot direct interest rate policy, the board selects the monetary policy committee, comprising the governor, two deputy governors and four outside experts.

The chairman will also have some influence on the selection of the next BoT governor when the incumbent, Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput, completes his term in September 2025.
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                Russian president also says he's ready to talk to Trump 'any time' about Ukraine
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                                MOSCOW - Russian President Vladimir Putin said on Thursday that Russia had not been defeated in Syria and that Moscow had made proposals to the new rulers in Damascus to maintain Russian military bases there.
In his first public comments on the subject, Putin said he had not yet met former Syrian president Bashar al-Assad since was overthrown and forced to flee to Moscow earlier this month, but that he planned to do so.

In response to a question on the subject from a US journalist, Putin said he would ask Assad about the fate of US reporter Austin Tice, who is missing in Syria, and was ready to ask Syria's new rulers about Tice's whereabouts too.

"I will tell you frankly, I have not yet seen President Assad since he came to Moscow. But I plan to do so. I will definitely talk to him," Putin said at his annual year-end press conference.

The traditional annual question and answer session, often lasting hours, is largely a televised show while also being a rare setting in which he is put on the spot and answers some uncomfortable questions from a carefully selected studio audience.

Putin said most people in Syria with whom Russia had been in contact about the future of its two main military bases in Syria were supportive of them staying, but that talks were ongoing.

Russia, which intervened in Syria in 2015 and turned the tide of the civil war there in Assad's favour, had also told other countries that they could use its airbase and naval base to bring in humanitarian aid for Syria, he said.

"You want to portray everything that is happening in Syria as some kind of failure, a defeat for Russia. I assure you, it is not," said Putin.

"And I'll tell you why. We came to Syria 10 years ago to prevent a terrorist enclave from being created there. On the whole, we have achieved our goal.

"It is not for nothing that today many European countries and the United States want to establish relations with them (Syria's new rulers). If they are terrorist organisations, why are you (the West) going there? So that means they have changed."

Ready to talk to Trump

Turning to the war in Ukraine, Putin said he was ready for talks "at any time" with US President-elect Donald Trump, who has claimed that he could achieve a Ukraine peace deal within hours of taking office next month.

Trump has stoked fears in Kyiv that he could force Ukraine to accept peace on terms favourable to Moscow.

"I don't know when we will meet because he hasn't said anything about it," Putin said of Trump. "I haven't spoken to him at all for more than four years. And I am ready for this, of course, at any time.

"And if a meeting takes place at some point with ... Mr Trump, I am sure we will have plenty to talk about."

He repeated his contention that Moscow has always been ready for "negotiations and compromises" with Kyiv. "It's just that the other side, both literally and figuratively, refused to negotiate.

"Soon, those Ukrainians who want to fight will run out, in my opinion, soon there will be no one left who wants to fight. We are ready, but the other side needs to be ready for both negotiations and compromises."


	Related: Wary Israel 'not fooled' by new Syrian leaders
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                  Indonesian graft suspects offered 'chance to repent'                

                President says that if they return stolen state assets, they might be forgiven
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Prabowo Subianto waves after attending a meeting with the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) of Indonesia, while he was campaigning for the presidency in January this year. (Photo: Reuters)]
                                              
                          Prabowo Subianto waves after attending a meeting with the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) of Indonesia, while he was campaigning for the presidency in January this year. (Photo: Reuters)                        

                                          

                  

                                Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto has offered an unconventional deal to those accused of corruption: return stolen state assets -- even quietly -- and you might be forgiven.
Prabowo extended what he called a "chance to repent" to those who have pilfered state coffers. "To the corrupt, or those who feel they have stolen from the people, return what you've taken and perhaps we will forgive you," he said in a speech on Wednesday to hundreds of students in Cairo during his visit to Egypt.

"You can even do it discreetly, so no one finds out," he added, without further details on how the policy would be carried out.

The former general has pledged to step up efforts to eradicate corruption, which he says has drained government finances. He has promised dedicated funds to pursue corrupt officials and raise salaries for law enforcement officers to deter future abuses.

"Trust me, I will clean up the apparatus of the Republic of Indonesia," he said in Cairo.

Graft is a perennial problem in Southeast Asia's largest economy and is commonly cited as a barrier to doing business. Indonesia ranked 115th out of 180 countries in Transparency International's 2023 Corruption Perceptions Index, highlighting the challenge of reversing long-standing systemic abuses.

The initiative, while pragmatic in its bid to recover lost assets and bolster fiscal health, also raises questions about the long-term impact on institutional reforms. The government's main anti-graft body is the KPK, which critics have said has been weakened since it was placed directly under the office of the president.

"From a legal perspective, implementing such pardons presents significant challenges, as existing laws require strict enforcement of penalties for corruption," said Dedi Dinarto, lead Indonesia analyst at the public policy advisory firm Global Counsel.

"I suggest we wait and see whether this speech leads to any policy changes," he said. "If so, it could a signal a softer approach to anti-corruption efforts in the country."
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                  Ex-husband jailed 20 years in French mass rape trial                

                50 co-defendants also convicted, with no acquittals, in case that has shocked the world
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                                AVIGNON, France - A court on Thursday sentenced a French man to the maximum term of 20 years in jail for committing and orchestrating the mass rapes of his now former wife, Gisele Pelicot, with dozens of strangers he recruited online.
Dominique Pelicot, who had already confessed to the crimes, was earlier found guilty by the court in the southern city of Avignon after an over three-month trial that shocked France and turned his former wife Gisele into a feminist heroine.

His 50 co-defendants received jail terms of between three and 15 years -- less than what prosecutors had demanded. Two of them had their jail terms suspended.

Tension was palpable in the courtroom, where a heavy police presence was deployed.

Many defendants arrived at the hearing with their bags packed ready for prison. One of them was in tears as he hugged his companion before entering the courtroom.

"Mr Pelicot, you are found guilty of the aggravated rape of Gisele Pelicot," said the presiding judge of the criminal court in Avignon, Roger Arata.

Delivering sentence, Arata said Dominique Pelicot will not be eligible for parole until he has served two-thirds of his sentence.

Dominique Pelicot, 72, has admitted to drugging Gisele Pelicot for almost a decade so that he and strangers he recruited online could rape her.

Gisele Pelicot, 72, has become a feminist heroine at home and abroad for refusing to be ashamed, waiving her right to a closed trial and standing up to her aggressors in court.

Alongside her ex-husband, 50 other men aged 27 to 74 have been on trial, including one who did not abuse her but raped his own wife with Dominique Pelicot's help.

'Verdict for the future'

On Nov 25, prosecutors requested the maximum sentence against Dominique Pelicot for aggravated rape.

It was widely expected that he would receive the full 20-year term but considerably more uncertainty has surrounded the sentencing of the other defendants.

The prosecution has requested 10 to 18 years in prison against the 49 defendants also charged with aggravated rape. One of these accused is on the run and was being tried in absentia.

One more accused was facing the lesser charge of groping, punishable by up to four years in prison.

Thirty-two of the accused have attended the trial as free men while the others, including Dominique Pelicot, were remanded in custody.

Earlier Thursday, Gisele Pelicot arrived at the courthouse smiling and cheered by crowds of supporters and feminist activists waiting outside who chanted her name and slogans like "Justice for Gisele" and "Shame has Changed Sides".

"Rape affects women all over the world, that's why the whole world has its eyes on what's going to happen," said Ghislaine Sainte Catherine, one of the members of the Amazons of Avignon feminist collective.

Gisele Pelicot's children David, Caroline and Florian arrived half an hour earlier, entering the courtroom alongside a group of men accused of raping their mother.

"We came with our things for prison," said one of them, pointing to the sports bags on the ground.

Images of Gisele Pelicot dominated the front pages of major French newspapers on Thursday.

"A verdict for the future" said left-leaning Liberation. "Merci madame," said L'Humanite, while La Provenance declared "the moment of truth".
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                                The Medical Council of Thailand is demanding detailed information from Police General Hospital about Thaksin Shinawatra's illness, treatment and extended stay there instead of jail.
A sub-committee headed by Dr Amorn Leelarasamee, a former council president, is conducting an ethical investigation in response to allegations that favours had been done to let the former premier stay at the hospital.

The sub-committee, which is seeking to determine whether medical professionals breached any ethical guidelines, reportedly sent a written demand to the director-general of the hospital on Monday.

It demanded details on Thaksin's admission and treatment, all doctors who treated him and their statements on the treatment, and all certified documents concerning his treatment during the six-month period from the day he was admitted to the day he was discharged in February this year.

It asked for the information to be delivered by Jan 15.

On Wednesday political activists gathered at the office of the National Anti-Corruption Commission to urge it to complete its investigation into Thaksin's extended hospital stay within the next three months.

They pointed out that Thaksin appeared healthy and engaged in activities such as travelling and playing golf not long after his release from hospital, contradicting earlier claims about his fragile health.

Thaksin paid all the costs for his six-month stay, including a VIP room on the hospital's 14th floor that cost 8,500 baht a night, a parliamentary committee was told last month.

Thaksin, who graduated from the Police Academy and worked at the Metropolitan Police Bureau before turning to business and then to politics, returned to the country on Aug 22 last year after 15 years in self-imposed exile.

On that day, he was taken to the Supreme Court, which sentenced him to eight years in prison for abuse of power and conflict of interest while serving as prime minister prior to 2006. The sentence was later reduced to one year by royal clemency.

On his first night at Bangkok Remand Prison, doctors determined that he should be transferred to the hospital because he was suffering from chest pain, hypertension and low blood oxygen levels.

Thaksin, 75, was legally permitted to receive treatment outside prison for 120 days, but the Department of Corrections allowed him to continue his hospital stay for 180 days, saying that conditions in jail could threaten his life.

He was paroled and discharged from the hospital on Feb 18 on grounds that he was old and seriously ill. He was seen wearing a neck brace and a sling on one arm when he arrived home, and on a few occasions over the following month.

Since then, however, he has been highly active, travelling around the country and campaigning enthusiastically for the Pheu Thai Party that is nominally headed by his daughter, the prime minister.

The former prime minister formally completed his one-year prison term on Aug 31 this year.

[image: Thaksin Shinawatra is seen with then prime minister Srettha Thavisin, left, and former prime minister Somchai Wongsawat, who is also his brother-in-law, having dinner at Ban Green Valley in Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai, on March 15. (Photo supplied)]
Thaksin Shinawatra has dinner with then-prime minister Srettha Thavisin (left) and former prime minister Somchai Wongsawat, who is also his brother-in-law, at Ban Green Valley in Mae Rim district of Chiang Mai on March 15 this year. (Photo supplied)
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                                The foreign minister of Myanmar briefed neighbouring countries on its plans to hold an election next year amid an escalating civil war, including potentially inviting foreign poll observers, Thai officials said on Thursday.
Thailand is hosting two separate regional meetings on Myanmar in Bangkok this week, the first involving the war-torn country's five neighbours, including China, Bangladesh and India, followed by one on Friday of some members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) regional bloc.

In Thursday's meeting, Foreign Minister Than Swe outlined a political roadmap and progress on election preparations, including a population census and registration of 53 political parties, said Thai Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa.

"He said there is an intention to invite foreign (election) observers, such as from neighbouring countries," Mr Maris told reporters, referring to Than Swe and providing details of a rare explanation to the international community by the Myanmar junta.

Myanmar has been in turmoil since early 2021 when its military overthrew an elected civilian government and cracked down on ensuing pro-democracy protests, triggering a nationwide armed rebellion that has grown in strength.

Despite being battered on multiple frontlines, contending with a collapsing economy and dozens of political parties banned, the junta is pushing to hold an election in 2025 -- an exercise that has been widely derided as a sham by its critics.

The reaction of Myanmar's neighbours to the junta's election plan was "positive overall", said Nikorndej Balankura, spokesman for the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs, adding that all countries wanted a swift solution to the crisis.

"The foreign minister of Myanmar said that it has an open door for inclusive political dialogue," he said.

Although Myanmar's neighbours emphasised the need for continued engagement with the junta, Thai officials said the Asean Five Point Consensus peace plan will remain central to regional efforts to end the conflict.

A group of Asean members, including current chair Laos, Thailand and Malaysia, which will take over the bloc's chairmanship in 2025, will meet in Bangkok on Friday.

"Tomorrow's discussion will be a discussion at the Asean level," Mr Maris said, "Laos is chair and I will report to the meeting the result of this meeting."

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, who will lead the bloc next year, has roped in former Thai premier Thaksin Shinawatra as his personal adviser.

Thaksin, the father of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, previously sought a mediation role in the Myanmar conflict but was rebuffed, Thai media reported earlier this year.

The meetings are an attempt by Thailand to take a more prominent role in regional diplomacy around Myanmar, said Dulyapak Preecharush, a Southeast Asian studies expert at Thammasat University.

"Thailand has been trying to draw in these countries that are affected by the Myanmar civil war to talk together," he said, "This will be a test for Thailand as a host."
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                                Interest rates in Thailand should be cut quickly and sharply to help lift the economy out of "disaster", says Kittiratt Na Ranong, who is widely expected to be named chairman of the board of the central bank.
A Pheu Thai Party loyalist and former finance minister and stock exchange president, Mr Kittiratt told a seminar on Thursday that interest rates were too high and all sides must work together to address that.

"It's the way to prevent disaster. Today, I still believe that," he said in reiterating a call he first made last year for fast and sharp cuts in interest rates to boost the economy.

The government has yet to confirm the selection of Mr Kittiratt as chairman of the board of the Bank of Thailand, but sources with knowledge of the process have confirmed to Reuters his selection, which has been widely reported in local media.

The government's nomination of Kittiratt for the job faced strong opposition from economists and former Bank of Thailand governors concerned about political influence on the independent central bank.

The Pheu Thai-led government has been at odds with the central bank for the bulk of its time in office since returning to power in September 2023, mostly over interest rates it says are shackling the economy.

'Intervene with thoughts'

Mr Kittiratt was finance minister in the government of Yingluck Shinawatra from 2012-14 and at the time he tangled frequently with the central bank governor.

His comments on Thursday came a day after the central bank's Monetary Policy Committee left its key rate unchanged at 2.25% on Wednesday, after a surprise cut at its previous meeting in October.

Mr Kittiratt said the committee must have a reason for holding the rate, even though others felt a cut would have been helpful to the economy.

Regarding the BoT board chairmanship, Kittiratt said he has yet to be named to the position but, if appointed, he would perform his duty well.

"If you believe I will be able to do a good job, I must do good things to meet the expectations of all parties," he said, without elaborating.

The BoT board chair does not have the power to order anything, Mr Kittiratt stressed, adding that holder would only "intervene with thoughts".

Though the chairman cannot direct interest rate policy, the board selects the monetary policy committee, comprising the governor, two deputy governors and four outside experts.

The chairman will also have some influence on the selection of the next BoT governor when the incumbent, Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput, completes his term in September 2025.
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                                AVIGNON, France - A court on Thursday sentenced a French man to the maximum term of 20 years in jail for committing and orchestrating the mass rapes of his now former wife, Gisele Pelicot, with dozens of strangers he recruited online.
Dominique Pelicot, who had already confessed to the crimes, was earlier found guilty by the court in the southern city of Avignon after an over three-month trial that shocked France and turned his former wife Gisele into a feminist heroine.

His 50 co-defendants received jail terms of between three and 15 years -- less than what prosecutors had demanded. Two of them had their jail terms suspended.

Tension was palpable in the courtroom, where a heavy police presence was deployed.

Many defendants arrived at the hearing with their bags packed ready for prison. One of them was in tears as he hugged his companion before entering the courtroom.

"Mr Pelicot, you are found guilty of the aggravated rape of Gisele Pelicot," said the presiding judge of the criminal court in Avignon, Roger Arata.

Delivering sentence, Arata said Dominique Pelicot will not be eligible for parole until he has served two-thirds of his sentence.

Dominique Pelicot, 72, has admitted to drugging Gisele Pelicot for almost a decade so that he and strangers he recruited online could rape her.

Gisele Pelicot, 72, has become a feminist heroine at home and abroad for refusing to be ashamed, waiving her right to a closed trial and standing up to her aggressors in court.

Alongside her ex-husband, 50 other men aged 27 to 74 have been on trial, including one who did not abuse her but raped his own wife with Dominique Pelicot's help.

'Verdict for the future'

On Nov 25, prosecutors requested the maximum sentence against Dominique Pelicot for aggravated rape.

It was widely expected that he would receive the full 20-year term but considerably more uncertainty has surrounded the sentencing of the other defendants.

The prosecution has requested 10 to 18 years in prison against the 49 defendants also charged with aggravated rape. One of these accused is on the run and was being tried in absentia.

One more accused was facing the lesser charge of groping, punishable by up to four years in prison.

Thirty-two of the accused have attended the trial as free men while the others, including Dominique Pelicot, were remanded in custody.

Earlier Thursday, Gisele Pelicot arrived at the courthouse smiling and cheered by crowds of supporters and feminist activists waiting outside who chanted her name and slogans like "Justice for Gisele" and "Shame has Changed Sides".

"Rape affects women all over the world, that's why the whole world has its eyes on what's going to happen," said Ghislaine Sainte Catherine, one of the members of the Amazons of Avignon feminist collective.

Gisele Pelicot's children David, Caroline and Florian arrived half an hour earlier, entering the courtroom alongside a group of men accused of raping their mother.

"We came with our things for prison," said one of them, pointing to the sports bags on the ground.

Images of Gisele Pelicot dominated the front pages of major French newspapers on Thursday.

"A verdict for the future" said left-leaning Liberation. "Merci madame," said L'Humanite, while La Provenance declared "the moment of truth".
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                                The Medical Council of Thailand is demanding detailed information from Police General Hospital about Thaksin Shinawatra's illness, treatment and extended stay there instead of jail.
A sub-committee headed by Dr Amorn Leelarasamee, a former council president, is conducting an ethical investigation in response to allegations that favours had been done to let the former premier stay at the hospital.

The sub-committee, which is seeking to determine whether medical professionals breached any ethical guidelines, reportedly sent a written demand to the director-general of the hospital on Monday.

It demanded details on Thaksin's admission and treatment, all doctors who treated him and their statements on the treatment, and all certified documents concerning his treatment during the six-month period from the day he was admitted to the day he was discharged in February this year.

It asked for the information to be delivered by Jan 15.

On Wednesday political activists gathered at the office of the National Anti-Corruption Commission to urge it to complete its investigation into Thaksin's extended hospital stay within the next three months.

They pointed out that Thaksin appeared healthy and engaged in activities such as travelling and playing golf not long after his release from hospital, contradicting earlier claims about his fragile health.

Thaksin paid all the costs for his six-month stay, including a VIP room on the hospital's 14th floor that cost 8,500 baht a night, a parliamentary committee was told last month.

Thaksin, who graduated from the Police Academy and worked at the Metropolitan Police Bureau before turning to business and then to politics, returned to the country on Aug 22 last year after 15 years in self-imposed exile.

On that day, he was taken to the Supreme Court, which sentenced him to eight years in prison for abuse of power and conflict of interest while serving as prime minister prior to 2006. The sentence was later reduced to one year by royal clemency.

On his first night at Bangkok Remand Prison, doctors determined that he should be transferred to the hospital because he was suffering from chest pain, hypertension and low blood oxygen levels.

Thaksin, 75, was legally permitted to receive treatment outside prison for 120 days, but the Department of Corrections allowed him to continue his hospital stay for 180 days, saying that conditions in jail could threaten his life.

He was paroled and discharged from the hospital on Feb 18 on grounds that he was old and seriously ill. He was seen wearing a neck brace and a sling on one arm when he arrived home, and on a few occasions over the following month.

Since then, however, he has been highly active, travelling around the country and campaigning enthusiastically for the Pheu Thai Party that is nominally headed by his daughter, the prime minister.

The former prime minister formally completed his one-year prison term on Aug 31 this year.
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Thaksin Shinawatra has dinner with then-prime minister Srettha Thavisin (left) and former prime minister Somchai Wongsawat, who is also his brother-in-law, at Ban Green Valley in Mae Rim district of Chiang Mai on March 15 this year. (Photo supplied)
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                                The foreign minister of Myanmar briefed neighbouring countries on its plans to hold an election next year amid an escalating civil war, including potentially inviting foreign poll observers, Thai officials said on Thursday.
Thailand is hosting two separate regional meetings on Myanmar in Bangkok this week, the first involving the war-torn country's five neighbours, including China, Bangladesh and India, followed by one on Friday of some members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) regional bloc.

In Thursday's meeting, Foreign Minister Than Swe outlined a political roadmap and progress on election preparations, including a population census and registration of 53 political parties, said Thai Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa.

"He said there is an intention to invite foreign (election) observers, such as from neighbouring countries," Mr Maris told reporters, referring to Than Swe and providing details of a rare explanation to the international community by the Myanmar junta.

Myanmar has been in turmoil since early 2021 when its military overthrew an elected civilian government and cracked down on ensuing pro-democracy protests, triggering a nationwide armed rebellion that has grown in strength.

Despite being battered on multiple frontlines, contending with a collapsing economy and dozens of political parties banned, the junta is pushing to hold an election in 2025 -- an exercise that has been widely derided as a sham by its critics.

The reaction of Myanmar's neighbours to the junta's election plan was "positive overall", said Nikorndej Balankura, spokesman for the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs, adding that all countries wanted a swift solution to the crisis.

"The foreign minister of Myanmar said that it has an open door for inclusive political dialogue," he said.

Although Myanmar's neighbours emphasised the need for continued engagement with the junta, Thai officials said the Asean Five Point Consensus peace plan will remain central to regional efforts to end the conflict.

A group of Asean members, including current chair Laos, Thailand and Malaysia, which will take over the bloc's chairmanship in 2025, will meet in Bangkok on Friday.

"Tomorrow's discussion will be a discussion at the Asean level," Mr Maris said, "Laos is chair and I will report to the meeting the result of this meeting."

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, who will lead the bloc next year, has roped in former Thai premier Thaksin Shinawatra as his personal adviser.

Thaksin, the father of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, previously sought a mediation role in the Myanmar conflict but was rebuffed, Thai media reported earlier this year.

The meetings are an attempt by Thailand to take a more prominent role in regional diplomacy around Myanmar, said Dulyapak Preecharush, a Southeast Asian studies expert at Thammasat University.

"Thailand has been trying to draw in these countries that are affected by the Myanmar civil war to talk together," he said, "This will be a test for Thailand as a host."
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                                Thailand's property market is booming and so is fraud. Mainland Chinese buyers, who accounted for nearly half of the purchases by foreigners last year, are among the victims.
Zoe Yu, a 45-year-old photographer from Ningbo in southeast China, encountered trouble when investing in Thailand's second-biggest city of Chiang Mai. Drawn by affordable international education and lower living costs in the northern tourist hotspot, she signed a contract in January 2023 to buy a 10-million-baht (US$293,000) villa following an introduction by a Chinese celebrity.

However, Yu soon found out that foreigners are prohibited from owning land or individual houses in Thailand. Even though her contract lacked legal protection, she fought and won a refund in July this year, but not before losing more than a third of her investment in expenses and renovations.

The market has unfortunately become a hotspot for fraud, as it attracts new investors with poor knowledge of the regulations, according to House Condo Lawyer, a Thai law firm specialising in property investment. Falsified title deeds and illegal land sales can lead to huge losses. One investor lost as much as 400 million baht, according to the firm.

It also highlighted the issue of illegal nominee structures, where foreign buyers are led to believe they can own land by registering it under a Thai nominee. This practice is illegal and can result in the foreign investor losing their investment if the nominee claims ownership or if authorities investigate.

Yu is not alone. In June 2023, British investor David Edward Chappelle made headlines after learning that a developer, from whom he bought a flat on Koh Samui for 15 million baht, failed to register the property in his name. He was among several foreign buyers caught in this scheme.
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In September this year, two Australians filed a fraud complaint in the southern tourist town of Phuket after paying over 5 million baht for a flat that was never delivered. Although they won a civil court case, they have yet to receive compensation.

Authorities in Thailand are trying to prevent scams. On Monday, police in Pattaya arrested five Chinese nationals for illegally operating as property brokers.

House Condo Lawyer emphasised that many of the fraudulent schemes stem from a lack of due diligence and misplaced trust in fellow nationals. "Believe it or not, over 60% of property fraud cases in Thailand involve fellow nationals," the law firm said.

Thailand has seen a decline in the transfer of residential property rights amid a slowing economy, with the number of registrations decreasing 6.6% in 2023 from a year earlier, according to data from Bank of Thailand (BoT).

However, foreign demand for properties remains robust. The number of flats transferred to foreign buyers last year jumped 25% from a year earlier, according to data from the Government Housing Bank's Real Estate Information Centre (REIC).

Chinese nationals were the largest foreign buyers of Thai property - accounting for nearly 46% of all condominium units bought by foreigners in 2023 - as they sought alternative investments amid a protracted downturn in the mainland's housing market. They snapped up 6,614 units in 2023, an increase of 16% from a year earlier.

They continue to top the charts this year too, according to official data. Inquiries from mainland Chinese and Hongkongers for Thai property jumped nearly 50% this year, compared with the whole of 2023, according to Daniel Ho, co-founder and group managing director of Juwai IQI, a real estate technology group.

[image: Chiang Mai in northern Thailand has become a popular real estate investment hotspot for overseas investors. (Photo: South China Morning Post)]
Chiang Mai in northern Thailand has become a popular real estate investment hotspot for overseas investors. (Photo: South China Morning Post)



On Chinese social media, real estate agencies and influencers have been touting higher investment returns, cheaper international education for children and lower living costs. The hashtag #LifeInThailand reached 1 billion views, while #ThaiProperty garnered 35 million views on Xiaohongshu, a platform that is like Instagram.

In response to these trends, the Thai government is considering easing restrictions on foreign ownership to attract more capital. In June, the interior ministry tabled proposals to allow foreign buyers to own up to 75% of flats in a building - up from the current threshold of 49% - and to extend lease periods for foreigners to 99 years from 30. However, these proposals have faced criticism and are still under review.

"If [the proposals are] implemented, they would be the biggest changes in the Thai market in at least two decades," Ho said.

As the property investment landscape continues to evolve in Thailand, Juwai IQI said investors should conduct due diligence and work with qualified real estate lawyers to protect themselves and navigate complexities.

Meanwhile, Yu wants Chinese nationals to tread cautiously and hopes that her story serves as a cautionary tale for foreigners interested in buying property in Thailand

"My husband tried and failed to talk me out of the property purchase," she said. "I was blinded by my vanity, as I was only thinking of living in the same community as a Chinese celebrity."
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									Soft power shines in 2024

									The country's tourism industry experienced a resurgence in the past year along with recognition of cultural heritage sites
								

								As the Year of the Dragon comes to an end, Thailand is being decked out with lights and entertainment to create a joyful mood for all to enjoy countdown festivities. This year, soft power remains key in promoting tourism and culture as tourists seek fresh ways to experience local life and distinct culinary journeys.
								According to Euromonitor International's report, Bangkok has risen to the top 10 cities in the world for international arrivals, with an unprecedented 32.4 million visits this year. The list includes cities such as Istanbul (23 million), London (21.7 million), Hong Kong (20.5 million) and Mecca (19.3 million). After surpassing pre-pandemic tourism numbers in 2023, the city's foreign visitor traffic increased by an astounding 37% this year.
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Yet, Bangkok does not place in the top 10 overall attractiveness ranking, which includes Paris, Madrid, Tokyo, Rome and Milan when considered across six major pillars -- economic and business performance; tourism performance; infrastructure; tourism policy and attractiveness; health and safety; and sustainability.

Recently, Agoda also released its 2025 Travel Trend survey which showed that the top travel motivations are excitement about exploring new places, family vacations and relaxation. Furthermore, 6% of Thai tourists intend to work from home in order to take more trips.

Life looks back on the colourful scenes of Thai tourism this year.
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Lisa boosts appeal of Chinatown

Recognised as Bangkok's largest Chinese community and a popular spot for street food, Yaowarat rose to international prominence after appearing in the Rockstar music video by Lalisa "Lisa" Manobal, which has 240 millions views on YouTube to date. As fans from all over the world followed her, Chinatown instantly became the site of a check-in frenzy.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand took this opportunity to promote other neighbouring attractions like Sampheng market, Talat Noi, Song Wat Road and Wang Burapha on its social media platforms.

TAT governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool said the music video is akin to tourism promotion through the entertainment industry. It helps boost the country's image, raise awareness and reach a wider audience. Local businesses are expected to upgrade the quality of their goods and services to respond to the demands of foreign visitors.

Back in the reign of King Rama V, it took eight years to construct Yaowarat Road to connect with Charoen Krung. This 1.5km road has evolved into a bustling commercial centre with a string of classic shophouses, herbal stores, gold shops, the old market, stunning Chinese temples, restaurants and teahouses as well as chic boutique hotels, making it a great place to see the coexistence of the old and new.
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Phu Phra Bat designated World Heritage Site

Like Si Thep Historical Park in Phetchabun province, Phu Phra Bat Historical Park was added to the Unesco World Heritage Sites list in July for providing insights into the ancient Dvaravati civilisation.

Following Ban Chiang Archaeological Site, which was designated in 1992, it is the second World Heritage Site in the northeastern town of Udon Thani. It has become a new destination for tourists who want to experience the rich history and natural beauty of the Northeast.

Spanning 3,430 rai, it is recognised for its remarkable rock formations and prehistoric cave paintings that show farming, wildlife and religious ceremonies as a reminder of the Bronze Age settlements. According to the citation, the park was an example of the sima stone tradition of the Dvaravati period. The sacred boundary markers were made from a variety of materials to demarcate areas for Buddhist monastic practice. These markers are exclusive to the Khorat Plateau region of Southeast Asia.

Since the emergence of the Buddhist influence in the 7th century, sima stones spread over the region for 400 years. The size of the rock shelters and sima stones transformed the natural surroundings into a place of worship, and 47 rock shelter paintings serve as proof of human habitation for more than 2,000 years.

Promoting tourism with rising stars

A well-known art toy character, a cute cafe mascot and a baby pygmy hippo are all rising to attract tourists in Thailand. This year, TAT aimed to attract 8 million tourists from a Chinese outbound market estimated to reach 130 million.

After Lisa from Blackpink posted a photo of herself holding a Labubu Macaron doll on Instagram, it instantly sold out. Recognising the potential, TAT teamed up with Pop Mart to introduce the "Amazing Thailand Experience Explorer" campaign in anticipation of the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Thailand and China next year.

The Labubu mascot flew from Beijing to Bangkok in order to shoot a series of promotional movies. To showcase the beauty of Thai culture, the doll was spotted enjoying fresh seafood by the majestic Chao Phraya River, riding an electric tuk tuk to see the Grand Palace and Wat Phra Kaeo, touring Siam Square, buying souvenirs and watching world-acclaimed muay Thai at Lumpinee Boxing Stadium.

Aiming to entice at least 10% of the 1 million Chinese fans to engage in tourist activities, Bangkok's iconic Butterbear mascot also served as a new presenter for Thai tourism. Due to its popularity, both local and foreign visitors swarmed the Butterbear store on weekends to watch the mascot's dancing performance and wait in line to take pictures with it at the Emsphere shopping mall.
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TAT also launched the "Suk Than Thee Kub Me ("Instant Happiness With Butterbear"), which took Butterbear to a number of tourist destinations like Wat Arun and Song Wat Road, recently named among the 40 coolest neighbourhoods in the world by Time Out magazine. The campaign aims to address a trend in the Chinese market, in which 69% of customised outbound tours have been booked by female travellers to fulfil their wanderlust.

Utilising Moo Deng's fame, TAT developed five itineraries in five regions for families and Gen Y travellers who want to visit Chon Buri zoo. Featuring interesting attractions along the way, the programme hopes to spur local travel in nearby towns like Bang Saen and Sri Racha.

For example, the Central Region route highlights PTT Metro Forest Learning Centre in Bangkok; Bang Ko Bua Tourism Village in Samut Prakan; and Abhaibhubejhr Thai Traditional Medicine Museum in Prachin Buri. The Eastern Region route includes Ban Nam Chiao Community-Based Tourism in Trat; Namtok Phlio National Park in Chanthaburi; and Space Inspirium in Chon Buri.
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Tom yum goong listed by Unesco

This month, Unesco welcomed tom yum goong to its list of Intangible Cultural Heritage, making it a potent option to encourage Thailand's gastronomic tourism.

This traditional prawn soup reflects the way of riverside communities in the Central Plains and local wisdom of using ingredients to make nutritious meals that can help improve vitality and wellness, especially during the monsoon season. Thai herbs including lemongrass, kaffir lime leaves, galangal root, shallot and chilli are used to give it rich flavours, vivid colours and a pleasant aroma.
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                  Asset World sinks its teeth into Jurassic World                

                Firm investing B1.4bn in themed attraction at Asiatique in Bangkok
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                                SET-listed Asset World Corp (AWC) invested 1.4 billion baht in a new attraction, Jurassic World: The Experience, slated to open in the second quarter next year, part of the first phase of its five-year plan for Asiatique The Riverfront.
Wallapa Traisorat, chief executive and president of AWC, said the project is a collaboration between AWC, NEON and Universal Destinations & Experiences, spanning 10,000 square metres.

Roughly 6,000 sq m is allotted to the Jurassic World immersive experience, with 4,000 sq m for commercial space for food and beverage, retail and sustainability exhibitions.

Mrs Wallapa said this immersive theme park is meant to attract visitors of all ages from both domestic and international markets, as the Jurassic franchise has a large fan base globally.

The attraction is expected to be the largest Jurassic World experience park in the world, and the first one developed outside a theme park, she said.

Highlights include life-like animatronic dinosaurs and film-inspired iconic scenes. Its launch period would also align with the coming of the new Jurassic movie, Jurassic World Rebirth, scheduled to be released in July next year.

Mrs Wallapa said the project should boost Asiatique traffic by 10-20%, as the lack of Chinese visitors resulted in weaker tourism flow of around 80-85% of the 30,000-50,000 daily visitors before the pandemic.

The project is the first of three phases of Asiatique's five-year expansion. A new hotel with a theme park inside is included in this plan.

Within 10 years, AWC wants to develop a new mixed-use 100-storey skyscraper at Asiatique, which includes luxury chain hotels.

She said tourism sentiment in major Thai cities is robust during the year-end period.

For the upcoming New Year celebration, Asiatique is featuring a concert to attract more than 200,000 visitors during the countdown night, said Mrs Wallapa.

Last month, hotels operated by AWC recorded three times higher revenue year-on-year, she said.

The accommodation hosted diverse markets including China, the US, India, Australia and Japan, said Mrs Wallapa.

She said AWC hotels should record an average occupancy rate of 70% in 2024, improving from 60% last year.
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                  Illegal tour guide problem worsens                
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                                The problem of illegal tour guides has worsened, attributed to longer visa-free stays and weak law enforcement, enabling foreigners to illegally operate both tour company and guide services in most major tourism cities, says the Professional Tourist Guides Association of Thailand.
New concerns cropped up on social media this week as an illegal Russian tour guide was caught leading a tour group in the Similan Islands, using a Thai guide as a sitting nominee, while being unable to compel customers to follow national park rules.

Tourists were seen jumping from rocks into the shallow sea, risking injury from underwater stones.

Paisarn Suethanuwong, a committee member of the association, said some foreigners are wrongfully reaping the benefits of Thailand's booming tourism industry.

He said the government's visa-free policy of up to 60 days for tourists from 93 countries has been exploited by foreigners who work illegally in Thailand.

Foreign tourists stay roughly 15 days or less on average, according to arrival and departure data.

Mr Paisarn said there are many recent cases of Chinese working illegally at Bangkok construction sites.

He said in the past, foreign guides might illegally take jobs from licensed operators, but now they take part in the entire business cycle by themselves in major cities such as Bangkok and Phuket, explicitly opening tour services targeting not only Chinese tourists, but also Russian, Indian and South Korean travellers.

"Thailand has lost tens to hundreds of billions of baht from these illegal operations, with tourism revenue flowing out of the country," said Mr Paisarn, adding the authorities failed to strictly enforce the law to prevent these problems.

Tour guide is a restricted occupation for Thai nationals.

The number of licensed tour guides is estimated at 50,000 to 60,000, including 20,000 English-speaking and 10,000 Mandarin-speaking guides, he said.

Mr Paisarn said the number of tour guides may be unable to meet demand, particularly for high-demand languages such as Russian and Polish, but this is not an excuse for operators to illegally hire foreign tour guides.

Allowing Thai tour guides to work with the support of foreign tour leaders is the solution, he said.

If foreigners solely manage a tour business, as is happening now, this is an illegal business, said Mr Paisarn.

"The government and related authorities should work harder to connect tour guides with tour companies to offer them jobs, which could help them gain field experience quicker," he said.

"Otherwise, the next generation can never compete with foreign tour guides."

Despite the rising number of independent tourists and decline in large tour groups after the pandemic, this trend has not significantly affected tour guides because many independent tourists still travel as small private group tours, which depend on tour escorts, said Mr Paisarn.

The main issue remains foreigners seeking opportunities to target customers on their own, he said.
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                  Babies born to Myanmar mums 'not entitled to free treatment'                

                              

                                Babies of Myanmar parentage born at a border hospital in Thailand are not entitled to receive free healthcare coverage like Thai nationals even though they are automatically issued with a 13-digit identification number, the National Health Security Office (NHSO) said on Wednesday.
More importantly, the ID cards clearly designate them as migrants born in Thailand, not Thai nationals, said Dr Jadej Thammatacharee, secretary-general of the NHSO.

He was responding to media reports about a rising number of pregnant women in Myanmar intentionally crossing the border to give birth in the Thai hospital to obtain healthcare benefits.

They take advantage of a health insurance package under the universal healthcare coverage scheme, which is designed specifically for migrants who do not have any healthcare coverage, according to a healthcare worker who earlier spoke anonymously to the Drama-addict Facebook page.

Around 160 babies with Myanmar mothers were delivered last month at the border hospital, compared to 80 from Thai women, said the worker.

Meanwhile, the NHSO has insisted it accesses the central database run by the Ministry of Interior to determine a baby's nationality, he said.

Dr Jadej also clarified that the "Tho 99 Rights Fund", earlier reported as having financed the welfare benefits for newborn babies of migrants at the taxpayers' expense, was not intended to be disbursed for babies born to Myanmar parents who obtained medical services at the border hospital.

Approved under a 2010 cabinet resolution, Tho 99 Right was intended specifically for the 400,000 to 500,000 migrant workers in Thailand who, at the time, awaited nationality verification and were left without any healthcare coverage, said the doctor.

This healthcare right is only reserved for migrant workers and their children who are born here, not Myanmar nationals who exploited medical services here, he said.

"Foreign nationals not eligible for Tho 99 Right coverage will need to pay the medical expenses out of their own pockets," Dr Jadej said.

The annual budget to pay for the healthcare costs of eligible migrants is 2 to 3 billion baht a year, he added.

Dr Opas Karnkawinpong, permanent secretary for public health, also dismissed a Drama-addict Facebook claim that the state runs up a huge bill treating ineligible patients at border hospitals.

He explained that some border hospitals, such as Mae Sot Hospital in Tak, were able to sustain their services financially as they attract paying Myanmar patients.

He was pointing out that not all border hospitals were operating at a loss.

Where facilities were in the red, it was because they had to provide free medical treatment on humanitarian grounds.

Dr Opas said babies born prematurely in Thailand are entitled to receive life-saving treatment under the Interior Ministry's regulations, which justifies a budget allocation for such a purpose.

According to the healthcare worker cited by the Drama-addict Facebook post, with premature birth, babies -- including those born to Myanmar parents ineligible to receive healthcare benefits -- normally require care in a neonatal intensive care unit, which usually incurs a cost that runs into hundreds of thousands of baht per baby.
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                  Ministry eyes tweaks to 2024 power plan                

                Critics say PDP won't meet climate goals
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                                The 2024 power development plan (PDP) may need significant adjustments to develop better ways to manage Thailand's long-term power supply and strengthen the country's fight against global warming, says Prasert Sinsukprasert, permanent secretary of the Energy Ministry.
The PDP is currently being considered by the Energy Policy and Planning Office, which will forward it for approval by the National Energy Policy Council, chaired by Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra.

The possibility of changing the PDP is mainly due to disagreement among energy experts, though the plan has already passed through a public hearing.

Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga also did not give an "active response" to the plan, Mr Prasert said on Wednesday.

Under the PDP, power demand in Thailand is expected to increase to 112,391 megawatts at the end of the plan set for 2037, up from 51,000MW at present.

"The volume is viewed as being too high by critics who are worried it will cause big investment burdens on the government," said Mr Prasert.

According to the critics, the PDP is designed to promote greater use of renewable power, but its proportion is insufficient to support the government's anti-global warming campaign.

Under the PDP, renewable energy is set to comprise 51% of total fuel use by 2037, up from 20% at the end of last year, while coal and gas should fall to 48%, down from nearly 80% as of early this year.

The other 1% comes from nuclear energy and new energy solutions aimed at reducing fossil fuel usage and saving electricity.

Former premier Prayut Chan-o-cha announced in 2021 at the 26th UN Climate Change Conference that Thailand would be more aggressive in addressing climate change, striving to reach carbon neutrality, a balance between carbon dioxide emissions and absorption, by 2050, along with a net-zero target, a balance between greenhouse gas emissions and absorption, by 2065.

Mr Prasert said that Mr Pirapan will formally announce whether the PDP will be adjusted next year.

In another issue, the Energy Ministry is also planning to select Thai and foreign companies interested in petroleum exploration and production in the Andaman Sea within the first quarter of next year.

Mr Prasert said it is possible to find new petroleum sources near current offshore gas fields in Myanmar.
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                  US Amazon workers strike amid Christmas rush                

                Impact expected to be limited as unions represent just 1% of staff at e-commerce giant
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                                Amazon.com workers at seven centres in the United States walked off the job early on Thursday during the holiday shopping rush, aiming to pressure the retailer into contract talks with their union.
Warehouse workers in cities including New York, Atlanta and San Francisco are taking part in the "largest" strike against Amazon, said the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, which represents about 10,000 workers at 10 of the company's facilities.

The company, however, said it does not expect any effect on its operations during one of the busiest times of the year.

Unions represent only about 1% of the workforce of Amazon, one of the largest companies in the US by market value, and it has multiple locations in many metro areas.

The union had given Amazon a Dec 15 deadline to begin negotiations and warehouse workers had recently voted to authorise a strike.

"If your package is delayed during the holidays, you can blame Amazon's insatiable greed," Teamsters' general president Sean O'Brien said late on Wednesday.

"We gave Amazon a clear deadline to come to the table and do right by our members. They ignored it. This strike is on them."

The retailer's shares were trading 1.5% higher in premarket hours, a sign that investors do not expect a big disruption from the strike.

The Teamsters have "intentionally misled the public" and "threatened, intimidated and attempted to coerce" employees and third-party drivers to join them, an Amazon spokesperson said on Thursday.

Observers said Amazon was unlikely to come to the table to bargain as that could open the door to more union actions. It employs more than 1.5 million people globally and has said it prefers direct relationships with workers.

Still, the company has responded to recent organisation efforts with legal challenges. Amazon has filed objections with the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) over a 2022 union vote in the New York City borough of Staten Island, alleging bias among agency officials.

It also challenged the constitutionality of the board in a federal lawsuit filed in September.

Earlier this year, the company announced a $2.1-billion investment to raise pay for fulfillment and transport employees in the US, increasing base wages for employees by at least $1.50 to around $22 per hour, a roughly 7% increase.
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                  Kittiratt: Rate cuts needed to avert 'disaster' in Thailand                

                Former minister expected to be named central bank chairman says he would perform duty well
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                                Interest rates in Thailand should be cut quickly and sharply to help lift the economy out of "disaster", says Kittiratt Na Ranong, who is widely expected to be named chairman of the board of the central bank.
A Pheu Thai Party loyalist and former finance minister and stock exchange president, Mr Kittiratt told a seminar on Thursday that interest rates were too high and all sides must work together to address that.

"It's the way to prevent disaster. Today, I still believe that," he said in reiterating a call he first made last year for fast and sharp cuts in interest rates to boost the economy.

The government has yet to confirm the selection of Mr Kittiratt as chairman of the board of the Bank of Thailand, but sources with knowledge of the process have confirmed to Reuters his selection, which has been widely reported in local media.

The government's nomination of Kittiratt for the job faced strong opposition from economists and former Bank of Thailand governors concerned about political influence on the independent central bank.

The Pheu Thai-led government has been at odds with the central bank for the bulk of its time in office since returning to power in September 2023, mostly over interest rates it says are shackling the economy.

'Intervene with thoughts'

Mr Kittiratt was finance minister in the government of Yingluck Shinawatra from 2012-14 and at the time he tangled frequently with the central bank governor.

His comments on Thursday came a day after the central bank's Monetary Policy Committee left its key rate unchanged at 2.25% on Wednesday, after a surprise cut at its previous meeting in October.

Mr Kittiratt said the committee must have a reason for holding the rate, even though others felt a cut would have been helpful to the economy.

Regarding the BoT board chairmanship, Kittiratt said he has yet to be named to the position but, if appointed, he would perform his duty well.

"If you believe I will be able to do a good job, I must do good things to meet the expectations of all parties," he said, without elaborating.

The BoT board chair does not have the power to order anything, Mr Kittiratt stressed, adding that holder would only "intervene with thoughts".

Though the chairman cannot direct interest rate policy, the board selects the monetary policy committee, comprising the governor, two deputy governors and four outside experts.

The chairman will also have some influence on the selection of the next BoT governor when the incumbent, Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput, completes his term in September 2025.
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                  New Asian undersea cable ready to operate                

                Japan-Singapore connection links to other countries to support bandwidth-intensive applications
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                                HANOI - A new undersea fibre-optic cable connecting Japan to Singapore with branches to other Asian countries is ready for operation this month, one of the developers said on Thursday.
The Asia Direct Cable (ADC), which has been under development for years, was inaugurated on Wednesday at a ceremony in Hanoi, the Vietnamese military-run telecom company Viettel said.

ADC will support increasingly bandwidth-intensive applications in the region, said Tomonori Uematsu, the senior vice-president of Japan-based NEC, the contcator for the project.

In addition to Viettel, the 10,000-kilometre cable has been developed by SoftBank, China Telecom Global, China Telecom Corporation, China Unicom, Singtel, TATA Communications, National Telecom and PLDT, according to Viettel Solutions, a unit of Viettel.

The cable will have branches to Thailand, Vietnam, Hong Kong, China and the Philippines.

It will be Vietnam's sixth undersea cable. The country plans to have 15 by 2030.

Last week, Reuters reported another project was being discussed between Vietnamese and Singaporean partners.
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                Baht must be competitive and support exports, finance minister says
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                                The Bank of Thailand (BoT) is closely monitoring the baht and will ensure the currency is not too volatile, an assistant governor said on Thursday.
The central bank will ensure the currency aligns with economic fundamentals, Sakkapop Panyanukul told reporters.

"The central bank has been closely monitored the baht's movement since last night," Mr Sakkapop said, adding the currency had absorbed the news about the United States Federal Reserve (Fed).

The baht weakened against the dollar in early trade on Thursday as the dollar strengthened broadly after the Fed signalled a slower pace of rate cuts in 2025.

The baht traded at 34.58 per US dollar at 0427 GMT according to LSEG data, after hitting a three-week low of 34.61 earlier in the day.

"The baht has been very volatile, but there are reasons to explain that was due to external factors," Mr Sakkapop said.

On Thursday, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira told reporters that the BoT must ensure the baht is competitive and supportive of exports.

Mr Pichai also said the central bank would have to bring inflation to the mid-point of the 1% to 3% target range. He said the government was planning measures to boost spending.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2922902/central-bank-will-ensure-baht-is-not-too-volatile



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Coca-Cola unit optimistic on outlook for next year                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: ]
                                          

                  

                                Coca-Cola (Thailand) is optimistic on the prospects for Thailand's beverage industry next year, partly supported by the recovery of tourism.
The government projected that the country will welcome 40 million foreign visitors in 2025, surpassing pre-pandemic levels, according to the Ministry of Tourism and Sports.

Richa Singh, senior director of franchise operations, Coca-Cola Thailand and Laos, said the growth in the beverage market this year reflects a positive outlook for the industry in 2025.

From January to October 2024, the non-alcoholic drinks market in Thailand grew by 7.4% year-on-year, with the carbonated soft drinks segment recording 8.7% growth year-on-year.

Data from analytics firm Nielsen showed that the Thai non-alcohol ready-to-drink market was valued at 221 billion baht in 2023 and was worth 198 billion baht during the period January to October 2024.

Coca-Cola's operations in Thailand, comprising ThaiNamthip Corporation Limited, HaadThip plc, and Coca-Cola (Thailand), will expand the beverage portfolio to include alcoholic ready-to-drink options by launching Schweppes Mixed, a line of pre-mixed alcoholic cocktails.

This new line features two products -- Schweppes Mixed Vodka Citrus and Schweppes Mixed Vodka Golden Lemon.

Ms Singh said the company sees potential in the Thai beverage market, which ranks among the highest worldwide in terms of per capita alcohol consumption.

The new products are now available at hypermarkets, convenience stores, restaurants and hotels. The company is targeting consumers aged 20 to 49.

However, Ms Singh did not disclose specific figures regarding alcohol consumption per capita in Thailand, or the company's sales target for its new product line.
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                                Tisco Economic Strategy Unit (ESU) predicts Thai GDP growth of 3% next year as the global economy expands 3.2%, amid risks of a potential trade war and accelerated inflation.
Economist Methas Rattanasorn said increasing public and private investments, a recovery in tourism and accommodative monetary policy should drive the Thai economy to grow 3% in 2025, higher than the 2.8% expected for this year.

However, there are many risk factors, including a trade war, geopolitical conflicts, as well as uncertainties in oil prices and inflation.

He said although the global economy is expected to grow by 3.2%, US trade protectionism could affect the global supply chain.

In addition, conflict in the Middle East and the Russia-Ukraine war remain unsettled, affecting energy prices and possibly pushing inflation to rise, said Mr Methas.

Moreover, many developed countries may reduce their budget deficits due to high debt burdens, which will slow economic growth.

Yet developing countries in Asia continue to prosper based on electronics and artificial intelligence industry growth.

Tisco ESU expects the Bank of Thailand to cut the policy interest rate next year by 25 basis points to 2% to support economic growth.

However, the Thai economy still faces risk factors, such as persistently high household debt, declining credit quality, and the US-China trade war, he said.

Komsorn Prakobphol, head of Tisco ESU, said the outlook for oil prices and debt instruments in 2025 still has an upside. The price of WTI crude oil is expected to remain around US$80 a barrel due to limited production increases from both Opec+ and other major producers.

Gold could also increase if geopolitical conflicts intensify, global interest rates decline and the US dollar weakens, according to the think tank.

"The global stock market in 2025 may face pressure from trade and inflation policies, but we still see stocks as an attractive asset for investment. We recommend US consumer discretionary and financial stocks that are likely to grow from tax cuts and economic stimulus policies," said Mr Komsorn.

Japanese stocks should also benefit from a growing economy and lower trade war risks. The Thai bourse remains pressured by unclear listed company earnings and the state-owned Vayupak Fund used up much of its funds, while investments in Thai ESG Funds have been meagre, he said.

"We recommend investors diversify portfolios to global and alternative assets based on their risk appetite, monitoring US economic policies that could affect global fund mobility," said Mr Komsorn.
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                                Companies awarded new renewable power development projects from the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) expect bright business prospects in the clean energy sector, driven by higher electricity generation capacity.
SET-listed Thai Solar Energy, a renewable energy developer, and Gunkul Engineering, a renewable energy developer and construction firm, were among 72 companies participating in a recent auction under the ERC's second-phase renewables scheme, with total power generation capacity of more than 3.6 gigawatts.

In this auction, the ERC first approved projects with a total capacity of 2.14GW, comprising 1.58GW of solar farms to be developed by 64 companies and 0.56GW of wind farms by eight companies.

Kathleen Maleenont, chief executive of Thai Solar Energy, said the company obtained licences to develop solar farms with a capacity of 136MW.

The company plans to spend 4 billion baht developing solar farms and sell electricity to the Provincial Electricity Authority at a feed-in tariff rate of 2.1679 baht per kilowatt-hour under a 25-year contract.

The new projects are projected to increase Thai Solar Energy's electricity generation capacity to 378MW, up from 242MW at present. The 242MW capacity includes 34 renewable projects in operation and seven projects under construction.

Ms Kathleen said Thai Solar Energy will participate in ERC's other auction for the remaining capacity in the second phase, aiming to increase its power generation capacity.

"We set an additional capacity target of at least 100MW in the new auction," she said.

Gunkul Engineering was granted licences to develop renewables projects with a capacity of 319MW.

They include wind farms with a capacity of 284MW and solar farms with a capacity of 35MW. The facilities are scheduled to start commercial operations between 2027 and 2030. The new projects will bring the company's total capacity to 1,800MW.

Gunkul Engineering aims to increase its capacity by 35% between 2025 and 2026, an increase of 100-150MW a year, said Sopacha Dhumrongpiyawut, chairwoman of Gunkul's executive board.
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                                CP Axtra Plc (CPAXT), a wholesale and retail business unit of Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group, has defended its recent announcement of billions of baht worth of investments, saying the expansion aligns with business operations.
Saowaluck Thithapant, group chief wholesale business officer, said CP Axtra is not investing in The Forestias real estate project, but rather Lotus's Mall Bangna under the trademark The Happitat.

"The company wants investors to know our investment in Lotus's Mall Bangna under the trademark The Happitat is part of our ordinary business strategy to generate investment value and returns to the company and our shareholders," she said in a filing to the Stock Exchange of Thailand on Wednesday.

CP Axtra operates the retail and wholesale business and manages malls for CP, serving as one of Asia's leading retailers and wholesalers with more than 2.7 million square metres of selling space. The company manages more than 1.5 million sq m of mall leasable space.

Lotus's Mall Bangna in The Happitat project is located in Bang Na, a strategic location for the company's wholesale and mall management business, said Ms Saowaluck. Construction of the project is more than 80% complete.

This investment will provide the company with a large mall and retail space in a strategic location within roughly 12 months, adding assets in its drive towards sustainable growth, she said.


	Related: CP All exec sold shares before announcement
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                  Asset World sinks its teeth into Jurassic World                

                Firm investing B1.4bn in themed attraction at Asiatique in Bangkok
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                                SET-listed Asset World Corp (AWC) invested 1.4 billion baht in a new attraction, Jurassic World: The Experience, slated to open in the second quarter next year, part of the first phase of its five-year plan for Asiatique The Riverfront.
Wallapa Traisorat, chief executive and president of AWC, said the project is a collaboration between AWC, NEON and Universal Destinations & Experiences, spanning 10,000 square metres.

Roughly 6,000 sq m is allotted to the Jurassic World immersive experience, with 4,000 sq m for commercial space for food and beverage, retail and sustainability exhibitions.

Mrs Wallapa said this immersive theme park is meant to attract visitors of all ages from both domestic and international markets, as the Jurassic franchise has a large fan base globally.

The attraction is expected to be the largest Jurassic World experience park in the world, and the first one developed outside a theme park, she said.

Highlights include life-like animatronic dinosaurs and film-inspired iconic scenes. Its launch period would also align with the coming of the new Jurassic movie, Jurassic World Rebirth, scheduled to be released in July next year.

Mrs Wallapa said the project should boost Asiatique traffic by 10-20%, as the lack of Chinese visitors resulted in weaker tourism flow of around 80-85% of the 30,000-50,000 daily visitors before the pandemic.

The project is the first of three phases of Asiatique's five-year expansion. A new hotel with a theme park inside is included in this plan.

Within 10 years, AWC wants to develop a new mixed-use 100-storey skyscraper at Asiatique, which includes luxury chain hotels.

She said tourism sentiment in major Thai cities is robust during the year-end period.

For the upcoming New Year celebration, Asiatique is featuring a concert to attract more than 200,000 visitors during the countdown night, said Mrs Wallapa.

Last month, hotels operated by AWC recorded three times higher revenue year-on-year, she said.

The accommodation hosted diverse markets including China, the US, India, Australia and Japan, said Mrs Wallapa.

She said AWC hotels should record an average occupancy rate of 70% in 2024, improving from 60% last year.
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                                The Commerce Ministry has set an export growth target of 2-3% for 2025, while export growth this year is expected to reach 5% thanks to the electronics, agricultural product and food sectors.
At a recent meeting on export promotion and goals for next year, Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan said the ministry set the export growth target at 2-3% for 2025, estimated to be worth US$305-308 billion in receipts.

Estimates suggest export growth will reach 5% in 2024, generating a record high of $300 billion.

The meeting included representatives from the Thai Chamber of Commerce, the Federation of Thai Industries, the Thai National Shippers' Council (TNSC), and trade envoys from seven regions worldwide.

Mr Pichai expressed optimism for the Thai economy, predicting it would continue to recover and grow next year.

He said many companies investing in Thailand are expected to complete the construction of their factories, leading to an uptick in exports.

Moreover, the successful negotiation of the free trade agreement (FTA) between Thailand and the European Free Trade Association, as well as efforts to finalise FTAs with the EU and the UK, should lift shipments, said Mr Pichai.

Regarding concerns over potential US tariff hikes, the ministry plans to hold negotiations, with Mr Pichai scheduled to meet US officials in February to propose why Thailand should be exempt from higher tariffs.

Thailand's trade surplus with the US is largely a result of the nation's role as a manufacturing base for exports, he said.

Looking to 2025, the ministry plans to rebrand the Thai Select certification scheme for Thai restaurants overseas to align with concepts such as Michelin star restaurant ratings.

The ministry wants to promote exports under the theme "Think Thailand Next Level", shifting the focus from raw materials to high-value finished products, said Mr Pichai.

The ministry also plans to introduce "Thailand Brand", seeking to foster buyer confidence, while collaborating with the Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation Ministry to support small businesses.

These schemes should leverage Thailand's cultural soft power to create unique selling points, while trade envoys will explore new opportunities and collaborate with provincial commerce offices to support Thai businesses, according to the ministry.

Mr Pichai is hopeful the baht can weaken to 36-37 per US dollar in 2025, which would support exports and economic growth.

Chaichan Charoensuk, chairman of the TNSC, said the ideal exchange rate for exports would be 33-35 baht per dollar.

Poj Aramwattananont, vice-chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, said this year's export growth of 5% exceeded expectations and the outlook for agricultural products and food exports next year appears promising.

In the first 10 months of 2024, the value of Thai exports reached $250 billion, a 4.9% increase year-on-year.
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																The cold-blooded murder of a prospective candidate for the Prachin Buri local poll has gripped national headlines and public attention. But this case is no ordinary homicide.
As the victim and suspects are local politicians, it is inevitably linked to local politics as the country gears up for major location elections on Feb 1.

The killing has prompted former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, seen as the de facto leader of the Pheu Thai Party, to vow a heavy-handed approach in dealing with influential people in a bid to curb violence ahead of the local polls, starting in the aforementioned eastern province.

Thaksin reportedly said that his daughter, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, is setting up a task force to stamp out such influence. It is likely she will oversee this new agency.

Such a mission followed the death of Chaimet Sitsanitphong, who had wanted to run in the forthcoming provincial administrative organisation (PAO) election there.

However, he was shot dead by a group of armed men while visiting his stepfather, veteran politician Soonthorn Vilawan, at the latter's house on the night of Dec 11.

Mr Soonthorn, who is chairman of the Prachin Buri PAO, is a member of the Bhumjaithai Party, a coalition partner.

A few widely shared clips captured some heated arguments between the two men as Chaimet allegedly wanted to break away from his stepdad and represent Pheu Thai in the PAO poll.

At one point, blood was spilt.

Mr Soonthorn has subsequently been detained, along with six others, amid an ongoing investigation.

As a suspect, he is no longer eligible to compete in the upcoming election.

Prachin Buri police and their colleagues from the Crime Suppression Division have raided locations linked to Mr Soonthorn and his political network.

In the meantime, Chaimet's wife, despite some initial reluctance in the wake of her husband's death, has apparently said she will now compete in the local election under Pheu Thai's banner.

As the case unfolds, it is no surprise to see pundits criticise Pheu Thai by saying the party is seizing on this opportunity to solidify its power as it struggles to maintain or retain its political base against Bhumjaithai, one of its main challengers.

Many may still remember Thaksin's campaign against influential people in 2001 during his Thai Rak Thai days. Initially, the campaign looked noteworthy. But over time, his political rivals accused it of targeting Thai Rak Thai's potential rivals and forcing them to align with it. As a result, Thai Rak Thai became a formidable force, with several political factions under its wing.

Thai Rak Thai is part of the old-style political system seen as an incubating ground for ban yai politics undergirded and lubricated by a patronage system and horse-trading. This sucks in officials and makes the bureaucratic system revolve around it.

Last year, this kind of patron-client relationship ended in tragedy in Nakhon Pathom as one policeman was killed at a party hosted by a powerful kamnan in his attempt to nurture links with law enforcement officers. The officer, who was new to the area, reportedly upset the kamnan by not catering to his request.

Of course, the attempt to clamp down on influential people is welcome. But the crackdown on powerful local people must equally target local mafiosi, regardless of which ban yai they belong to.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2922497/reining-in-the-elite



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Lanna Buddhist legend merits revival								

															

																	
										
											[image: This aerial photo, taken on April 11, 2023, shows Doi Suthep Buddhist temple in Chiang Mai. The temple is a landmark of the cultural and architectural style of Lanna Buddhism.  (Photo: AFP)]
																							
													This aerial photo, taken on April 11, 2023, shows Doi Suthep Buddhist temple in Chiang Mai. The temple is a landmark of the cultural and architectural style of Lanna Buddhism.  (Photo: AFP)												

																					

									

																When religious pilgrims trek to sacred sites, they reaffirm not only their faith but also their own culture and communities. One example is Spain's ancient route of Santiago de Compostela, which leads to the tomb of St James the Greater, one of the apostles who spread Christianity. It was established more than a thousand years ago, yet this route attracts millions of pilgrims and tourists today. Unesco recognised it as a World Heritage Site in 1985.
Here in the Mekong subregion, Thailand and its neighbours have an important sacred route, as described in the "Legend of the Buddha's Travels Around the World", or Tamnan Phra Chao Liap Loke. First recorded 500 years ago, the oldest copies today are centuries-old palm-leaf manuscripts housed in temples in Chiang Mai and Nan. The legend describes journeys believed to have been taken by the Buddha along paths across parts of today's northern Thailand, Myanmar and Laos, as well as southern China. All along these routes are temples and stupas that house sacred relics such as Buddha footprints, hair and fragments of bone. For centuries, pilgrims ritually travelled these paths to pay their respects at the holy sites.

Yet neglect and the pressures of modern development have eroded both the tradition and the sites. If they disappear, we will lose touch with a time when cultures and people were not divided by today's national boundaries but were linked by religion and ethnic ties across vast areas. The Legend of the Buddha's Travels names sites in six ancient polities. In today's Myanmar, these include two ethnic Shan kingdoms: Maw, near the Maw River and Kyaing Tong (or Kengtung), along the banks of the Salween River, as well as an ethnic Mon kingdom centred in Bago, Hanthawaddy. Many other sites are in the old Lanna kingdom in present-day northern Thailand. In what is now China's Yunnan province were the Nanzhao and Xishuangbanna kingdoms, in the upper Mekong River basin, also reaching into today's upper Laos.

The legend narrates the founding of sacred sites throughout these areas. It also prophesies the rise and fall of communities, villages and cities along the routes, describing the ways of life of local peoples, including ethnic groups like the Haw, Lua, Lue, Thai Yuan, Karen, and Kha. Giants, nagas and lions also appear.

This rich chronicle of social interactions makes The Legend of the Buddha's Travels an important piece of regional cultural heritage. It serves as a historical record of local communities and the relationships in trade, economy, society, and culture among diverse peoples. The stories describe holy practices and sacred places along centuries-old routes travelled by monks and pilgrims. These paths overlap with trails traversed by other groups of people, such as traders leading caravans to exchange goods like rice, salt, betel and tea across the region.

Now, these routes and sites are threatened by ever-faster economic development. The construction of high-speed railways and multi-lane highways has made cross-border movement of people more convenient, causing cities to burgeon while small towns and villages decline. These new routes bisect the age-old paths. Leading all the way out to the sea, the traditional arteries used to connect people and communities of various cultures. But as these legendary routes vanish, memories of them, too, are fading away.

This decline affects both physical heritage and intangible heritage. Change is eroding natural features such as mountains, caves and rivers, as well as Buddhist structures like temples, resting pavilions, and stupas believed to contain relics of the Buddha. Equally impacted are the cultural wisdom and traditions connected to the Legend of the Buddha's Travels. The beliefs, customs, rituals, and systems for managing and preserving sacred spaces within each community are gradually being lost as modern transportation routes expand throughout the region.

How can we ensure that this heritage survives into the future? Last year, the legend celebrated its 500th anniversary. It's now a timely opportunity for these four countries to join in reviving this story and exploring the current state of the places, communities, and towns that appear in it.

A total of 141 towns are mentioned in the legend. More than half of them, 71, can be accurately located today, according to my research using field surveys and geographic information system (GIS) technology, published in 2021. The people in these areas, especially older adults, can still recall stories related to the legend, which are closely connected to local geographical features.

Let's document these oral histories as soon as possible and archive our collective memories. Let's bring the sacred routes back to life. Scholars, monks, local communities and government agencies should work together to survey, collect, study, and compare documents, tales, customs, rituals and histories related to the legend in each locality. Let's revive the recitation of the legend during local annual religious ceremonies and organise festivals and rituals honouring the Buddha's footprints and stupas in each community. With translations and transnational efforts, we can learn about the interconnected network of pilgrimage routes and sacred areas to rediscover traditions we shared for hundreds of years.

This will create an important new dialogue across regions, cultures, and ethnic groups, helping ensure that this sacred cultural route will continue to be venerated and preserved, enriching our lives and understanding for the next 500 years.



Suddan Wisudthiluck is associate professor at the Faculty of Sociology and Anthropology, Thammasat University. Heritage Matters is a monthly column presented by The Siam Society Under Royal Patronage to advocate conserving the architectural, cultural and natural heritage of Thailand and the neighbouring region. Each column is written by a different contributor. The views expressed are those of the author.
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																Thursday and Friday, Thailand hosts regional representatives in their latest meetings on the Myanmar crisis. Neighbouring countries will first come together to discuss border security with the Myanmar junta's minister of foreign affairs, Than Swe, followed by a meeting of foreign ministers from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean).
There were no reports of representatives of the opposition National Unity Government receiving an invitation, despite Asean's stated commitment to constructive dialogue among all parties in pursuit of "Myanmar-owned and -led peaceful and durable solutions."

Broad, official engagement with a high-level junta representative is an implausible response to the deteriorating human rights situation in Myanmar. Amid growing territorial losses to opposition armed groups, the military has ramped up its "scorched earth" tactics against civilians. The junta's expanded aerial and artillery operations have resulted in bombed schools, displacement camps, and medical centres. Civilians describe living in fear of arrest, torture, and military attacks.

For a truly "Myanmar-owned and -led" solution, regional governments should be centring efforts toward dialogue and peace-building on the voices of the people of Myanmar, not a junta responsible for ongoing war crimes and crimes against humanity. Asean continues to cling to its failed five-point consensus, despite acknowledging its "concern on substantially inadequate progress in the implementation of the 5PC" at its October summit. The agreement -- inked in April 2021, three months after Myanmar's military coup and immediately disregarded by the junta -- will be discussed at the foreign ministers meeting on December 20.

Asean's endorsement of the Bangkok talks, with the imprimatur of Indonesia, Laos, and Malaysia as the past, current, and future chairs, or "troika," signals misguided efforts to salvage the bloc's weak and stagnant Myanmar strategy.

When Thailand previously hosted junta foreign ministers at dialogues in December 2022 and June 2023, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore declined to attend, criticising the talks for undermining Asean's response, which includes a ban on "political" representatives of the junta at high-level meetings.

The declined invites underscored the fault lines within the bloc's Myanmar response between the more vocal members urging stronger action and those unwilling to isolate the junta -- chief among them Thailand. Indonesia, then-Asean chair, said of its absence in June 2023 that the bloc had arrived at "no consensus to reengage or develop new approaches", while Singapore called engagement with the junta "premature ... even at a foreign minister level".

Why then did Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, next year's Asean chair, indicate renewed engagement with the junta at a news conference on Dec 16 with Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra: "We are taking measures through dialogues informally at different levels to ensure that Myanmar participates and bring back Myanmar to the fore of Asean."

Labelling the engagement as "informal" does not limit its harmful potential to legitimise the junta or undermine the work of Myanmar democracy activists.

An overhaul of Asean's approach to Myanmar is clearly needed, but tilting toward the junta is the exact wrong direction, further undercutting the bloc's credibility and widening its trust deficit among Myanmar communities.

To address the Myanmar crisis, Asean members, China, India, and others joining the dialogues should be looking to ramp up pressure on the military to end its abuses, not hosting a junta official who the EU has sanctioned for "undermining democracy and the rule of law in Myanmar". True leverage will require developing tangible, timebound consequences for the junta's violations of the five-point consensus as well as international humanitarian and human rights law in consultation with other governments, such as those with sanctions regimes. Thailand has similarly not presented a consistent, cohesive strategy on its neighbour's unravelling, despite claiming to be a key broker in the conflict, even through its own political upheaval.

Rather than courting diplomatic dead ends, Thai leaders should focus their energy toward areas that can tangibly benefit the people of Myanmar: ending exploitation, extortion, and forced returns of Myanmar asylum seekers; combating growing xenophobia and anti-Myanmar sentiment on and offline; channelling cross-border aid through community-based groups; blocking all weapons sales to Myanmar in line with the 2021 UN General Assembly resolution; and instructing Thai banks to stop financial transactions involving sanctioned junta entities.

As chair in 2025, Malaysia should reroute Asean's approach in line with the tougher rhetoric it previously espoused, supporting punitive and diplomatic measures from a coalition of concerned governments. It should welcome a follow-up resolution imposing a global arms embargo by the UN Security Council, which has asserted "its full support for Asean's central role in facilitating a peaceful solution".

And it should engage, formally and consistently, with Myanmar civil society, affected communities, and opposition figures. Just six months ago, Mr Anwar voiced support for "multipronged, more creative tracks" on Myanmar. "Failure to act," he said, "when there is ample cause to believe that a member state is violating the spirit of the Asean Charter, is a dereliction of our moral duty."



Shayna Bauchner is an Asia researcher at Human Rights Watch.
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																South Korea has recently been in the news for all the wrong reasons, with a brief spell of martial law, continuing political uncertainty and market ructions. But the sharp underperformance of the country's equity market long predates the turmoil involving recently impeached President Yoon Suk-yeol. The deep-rooted problems suggest the so-called "Korea discount" is unlikely to budge even after political calm has been restored.
Korean equities have underperformed their Asian peers for more than a decade. The country's forward price-to-book multiple has been below that of the Asia ex-Japan market since 2009, and the forward price-to-earnings multiple has typically traded at a discount over that period.

Korea's market enjoyed a brief respite after the announcement last February that the country was implementing a "Value-Up" programme, modelled after Japan's successful programme of the same name. This initiative seeks to improve Korean companies' capital efficiency and investor communications.

But Korea's programme has been a damp squib in comparison to Japan's. The Nikkei 225 is up 40% since the Tokyo Stock Exchange (TSE) released value-up guidance in March 2023, while Korean equities collapsed after only a short-lived spike in early 2024.

What accounts for the Korea discount? In a nutshell, very low return on equity and weak corporate governance. Low ROEs partly reflect bloated corporate balance sheets that are, in turn, a result of companies' reluctance to distribute cash to shareholders in the form of dividends.

Corporate governance has been hindered by the cross-holding structures of many family-owned conglomerates, known as chaebols. These structures often give founding families disproportionate control over the company at the expense of minority shareholders.

Korea's value-up programme, unfortunately, doesn't appear stringent enough to tackle these issues. It merely encourages companies to disclose their capital efficiency plans -- their medium- and long-term goals as well as their timelines and strategies for achieving these goals. Various tax incentives were designed to support this initiative, but they have yet to be approved by parliament.

More importantly, unlike the Japanese programme, there's no "name and shame" element to Korea's value-up drive. The TSE has, since January, published a list of companies that have disclosed their plans to increase capital efficiency, thereby indirectly naming companies that haven't. This peer pressure appears to be encouraging more Japanese companies to comply.

South Korea's tax laws also remain a stumbling block.

Investors have long believed that the country's inheritance tax of roughly 50% encourages chaebols to deliberately suppress the market capitalisations of their companies. The government of the recently ousted president announced a plan in July 2024 to reduce the tax, but its implementation is obviously doubtful in the current political environment.

The government also assesses a tax of around 15% on dividends paid to Korean residents, which appears to be discouraging dividend payouts.

A comparison with Taiwan is revealing. Taiwan eliminated the double taxation of dividends in 1999. Dividend yields and payout ratios in Taiwan have remained high since then, elevating the stock market's ROE, in stark contrast to Korea's.

Despite all the headwinds, there seems to be some lingering optimism for investors in Korea. Recent buyback announcements -- including over US$7 billion (240 billion baht) at Samsung -- have ignited hopes that Korean companies will begin moving in a more shareholder-friendly direction.

Shareholder activism also appears to be on the rise in the country. For example, the founding family of Korea Zinc, the world's largest zinc refiner, was recently forced to scrap an unpopular plan to issue new shares to fend off a takeover bid from the co-founding family after investors strongly resisted.

But the gears of change move slowly.

Optimists may look to China for inspiration. Its equity market was almost as cheap as Korea's until recently. But Chinese equity valuations have risen sharply since the government began announcing meaningful monetary and fiscal stimulus plans in late September.

It's unclear what catalyst could generate a similar rerating in Korea.

Realists may instead look to Japan. Tokyo set out to improve governance standards in 2015, but success has only started showing up recently. And that may have as much to do with yen weakness as corporate reforms.

In other words, it'll likely take time for Korea's reforms to bear fruit, especially given the political backdrop. So it's safe to say the Korean discount isn't going away any time soon. Reuters

Manishi Raychaudhuri is the founder and CEO of Emmer Capital Partners Ltd.
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																The Swine Raisers Association of Thailand (SRAT) recently returned to Government House and asked the government to delay its plan to raise the minimum daily wage.
It also urged negotiations with large swine farm companies to get them to collaborate with small farms in a bid to solve the current oversupply of pork.

The SRAT has called on the government to stamp out the problem of smuggled pork being sold on the market at cheaper prices.

This reflects a fundamental problem of the Thai economy.

Small farms are being compelled to close their doors in larger numbers as they can no longer compete with bigger local rivals.

Cheap imported products such as fruits and vegetables from China -- or, in the case of the SRAT, illicit pork -- are flooding the market and exacerbating the situation.

It is disheartening to see these small pork farmers having to wrestle with cash-rich local competitors and cheap imports or even contraband goods.

This raises the question of whether our government and responsible ministries have done enough to help small farming businesses.

Meanwhile, the SRAT acted as a whistleblower to alert the police about the problem of contraband pork.

The association urged the police to search 161 containers loaded with illicit pork at Laem Chabang Deep Sea Pier in April last year.

Their tip-off led to the discovery of a large pork smuggling network, with over 200,000 containers of illicit pork found from South America and Europe.

Despite the scale of the contraband, the investigation handled by the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) since last year seems to have run into some hurdles.

For example, the former DSI director-general, Pol Maj Suriya Singhakamol, who led the pork probe, was transferred without any explanation. The transfer order came a day after Pol Maj Suriya took officials to inspect retailer CP Axtra Plc, formerly Siam Makro, as part of the investigation into pork smuggling.

It is heartening to see the DSI has refused to drop this investigation. Two weeks ago, the department searched a number of pork importers and warehouses in Chiang Mai and found they had been supplying pork to major markets and famous retailers.

The DSI also reportedly conducted several inspections of major retailers, including Siam Makro. We can only hope that the companies and responsible ministries cooperate to make ensure the pork products sold on the market are up to standard.

While it is good that the DSI persists in finding the wrongdoers, it begs the question of whether other responsible agencies, such as the Ministry of Agriculture, the Public Health Ministry or even the Consumer Board Protection, have done enough to inspect the quality and legality of pork products. Notably, pork imported from Latin America that contains chemicals used in feeding livestock has been banned in Thailand.

After the contraband goods became common knowledge, however, consumers have yet to see the responsible ministries carry out inspections of pork products.

There is also no evidence of any auditing system to ensure the pork they buy comes from responsible and legal sources.

Food security is of the utmost importance, and the government needs to work much harder to keep the public safe.
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																Israel's detonation of thousands of pagers held by Hezbollah fighters and loyalists in mid-September will be remembered as one of the most ingenious plots in the history of spycraft. It is also a reminder that the most powerful weapon in war is not a fighter jet, a drone, or even artificial intelligence, but rather something much older: impersonation.
Central to the Israeli operation was the human infiltration of supply chains. Three years ago, Israel's intelligence agency, Mossad, developed a custom pager containing plastic explosives. It then sent agents to trick the Taiwanese company Gold Apollo into marketing the device to the right buyers. Thus, Israel's biggest blow to Hezbollah in 40 years hinged on the simple dynamic of one human persuading another that he was someone else.

Impersonation -- or "identity mimicry" as we call it in a recent book on the topic -- is a widely used weapon of war. When Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022, the first Russian convoy headed for Kyiv was disguised as a Ukrainian unit to avoid detection. Male jihadists have dressed as women to pull off suicide bombings so often that several Muslim countries now ban face veils on security grounds. And it is not just Islamists who use this ploy. Earlier this year, Israeli soldiers entered a West Bank hospital dressed as Palestinian women and doctors to kill three suspected militants.

Mimicry also serves many other purposes. Spies routinely use it to steal sensitive information, which is probably why Bulgarians arrested on espionage charges in the United Kingdom last year were in possession of passports from nine different countries. And rogue actors use it to acquire illegal products, as North Korea has done to great effect in its nuclear weapons programme.

Mimicry can also allow one to escape captivity, as Colombian drug cartel leader Juan Castro demonstrated when he walked out of a maximum-security jail in 2022 dressed as a guard. And it can be used to distract, as Saddam Hussein did, by hiring body doubles to confuse potential assassins. Impersonation is powerful because it is upstream to many other war tactics, making it the master form of deception.

Every day in every conflict zone around the world, fighters and civilians must be on the lookout for impostors, because the consequences of missing one can be devastating. Let the wrong people into your base, and you will be attacked from the inside. Trust the wrong taxi driver, and you can be captured and tortured.

Impersonation is as old as war itself. Mimicry episodes were so frequent in antiquity that the classical authors Frontinus and Polyaenus wrote catalogues with hundreds of examples as a warning to generals. Subsequent periods featured no less of it -- from sixth-century Byzantine spies dressing as Persians to infiltrate the Sassanid army to Jews in World War II pretending to be Catholics to escape Nazi persecution.

The phenomenon persists because humans are dependent on identities for cooperation. To trust other people, we need a sense of how they will behave in the future, and reputations help. Mimicry is, therefore, parasitic on the benefits we derive from honestly signalling our identity. Countering mimicry is difficult because what makes or breaks an impersonation varies by context. The devil is often in the details, which is why British interrogators in WWII sought to weed out suspected German spies by testing their knowledge of pre-war cricket scores.

Some techniques have stood the test of time. The Old Testament Book of Judges relates how the Gileadites sought to identify Ephraimite pretenders by making them say "shibboleth", a word that an Ephraimite would pronounce with an accent. Fast forward to the start of the Ukraine war, and we find Ukrainians using the word palyanitsya (a type of bread) as a pronunciation test for suspected Russian spies. By now, though, the word has likely lost its probing power. Impersonation is a dynamic affair, with mimics and counter-mimics constantly adapting to each other's tactics.

Technology can alter the game. A key concept in mimicry research is the hard-to-fake or costly sign. Historically, things like faces, skin colour, and voices have been difficult to imitate, so when we saw a video of a politician engaged in lurid activity 25 years ago, we rarely questioned its authenticity.

This has changed with generative AI. Earlier this year, a finance worker in Hong Kong was duped into transferring US$25 million (854.7 million baht) after attending a group videocall in which everyone else was synthetically created. Deepfakes have already been deployed for war propaganda, notably in Ukraine, where fake videos of Vladimir Putin and Volodymyr Zelensky proliferate. Reports of operational use remain few, but that is likely to change, for we are entering a golden era of wartime mimicry in which impersonation is a threat no less powerful than the most sophisticated weapons systems. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Diego Gambetta is the Chair in Social and Political Science at Collegio Carlo Alberto in Turin. Thomas Hegghammer is a Senior Research Fellow in Politics at All Souls College, Oxford University. They are the co-authors of 'Fight, Flight, Mimic: Identity Mimicry in Conflict' (Oxford University Press, 2024).
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																In just a few months, floods devastated both northern and southern Thailand, revealing a troubling truth: the country's disaster response system is failing, and climate change is making it worse.
Thailand's weak disaster management -- from poor warnings to inadequate rescues -- turns emergencies into preventable tragedies. As climate change worsens storms and floods, the damage will grow unless action is taken now to fix the broken system.

The dangers are real. From 2000 to 2019, Thailand faced 146 natural disasters, killing an average of 138 people each year and costing $7.7 billion (277.2 billion baht) -- nearly 1% of the country's GDP.

Floods are the most destructive. Over two decades, they killed more than 2,000 people and caused damage totalling $59 billion (2.124 trillion baht).

The recent northern floods were the worst in 80 years, causing damage of up to 60 billion baht and ranking among Thailand's 10 costliest disasters. A month later, the South faced its worst flooding in decades, displacing thousands as waters continued to rise.

These disasters keep happening because Thailand lacks effective preventive measures to stop weather emergencies from becoming full-blown crises. As southern Thailand struggles with catastrophic flooding, questions linger: Why does this keep occurring?

Deep-rooted problems

Thailand's flood problems stem from three main issues: centralised policies with poor coordination on the ground, outdated early warning systems, and insufficient funding with misplaced priorities.

Water management in Thailand is split between 48 agencies across 13 ministries, but their roles often overlap. For instance, both the National Water Resources Committee and the Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Committee deal with floods, yet they rarely work together. As a result of no clear leader in charge, inefficiency reigns during crises.

Thailand's warning system is also unreliable. It lacks critical data on topography and land use, which are essential for flood prevention. Nearly half of the weather monitoring equipment fails to function consistently, and 96% has failed to fully report weather measurement results for at least one day.

Flood forecasts are only 33% accurate a day in advance, leaving communities vulnerable and unprepared. In many areas, warnings fail to reach residents because the SMS alert system is underdeveloped, and nearly half of the communication equipment doesn't work.

State investment in risk reduction is poorly directed. Even though early warning systems can deliver a return of nine times the investment, most of the 2023 flood management budget was spent on building dams and drainage systems. Very little was allocated to improving warning systems or using data to prevent floods.

Lessons from Japan

Japan provides valuable solutions for overcoming these challenges.

The country's disaster management uses decentralised decision-making, inter-agency collaboration, integrated data systems, and a focus on prevention. Local governments manage smaller emergencies, while the central government handles national crises. Both work under the same framework to ensure smooth coordination.

Apart from using cutting-edge digital technology such as virtual city models to assess and predict risks, Japan also has effective early warning systems like J-Alert that can notify the public in seconds through multiple channels, from loudspeakers, television, radio, email, and mobile phones.

Comprehensive early warnings, especially when issued at least 24 hours in advance, can reduce disaster damage by 30%. It's a clear example of how proactive measures save lives and minimise losses.

Public education on disaster preparedness is also a priority in Japan. Regular drills and school programmes, including online classes and special courses for children, teach citizens how to respond in emergencies because preparation saves lives.

Thailand has its own example of effective flood management in the City of Hat Yai. Once a disaster hotspot, the city suffered devastating floods every decade. Today, it's a success story, thanks to a mix of science, teamwork, and preparation.

Local success

Hat Yai's Disaster Research Centre at Prince of Songkla University uses advanced models to assess risks and predict floods. Meanwhile, its disaster response working group manages early warnings, risk plans, and coordination with state agencies and local communities. Reporting directly to the governor, the working group acts as an effective decision support system, which enables timely and accurate responses to flood risks.

This collaborative approach, supported by committed volunteers and strong leadership, has saved lives and reduced damages. Hat Yai proves that preparation works.

Despite its success, even Hat Yai's model has limits. Without consistent long-term funding, the research centre struggles with inadequate equipment and outdated data. Frequent staff turnover due to limited career opportunities also threatens the continuity of the working group, as does the regular transfer of governors. Expanding this approach across the country will need more resources and long-term support from the government.

Breaking the cycle

To break the cycle of flooding disasters, Thailand must shift its focus from reacting to crises to preventing them. This means improving coordination between national and local agencies and stopping unregulated land use in high-risk areas, which worsens the problem.

Following the Hat Yai model, flood-prone areas should work with local universities to establish disaster research centres. These centres can collect land use and topography data, analyse risks, and use advanced tools like virtual city models to plan preventive strategies. Learning from past mistakes will also help improve preparedness for future disasters.

Meanwhile, disaster response centres should take charge of risk plans, organise regular drills, invest in critical infrastructure, involve communities, implement effective warning systems, and manage evacuation, rescue, and recovery efforts.

At the national level, inter-agency coordination is lacking. Committees for water management and disaster prevention don't work full-time or collaborate effectively, and no operational centre enforces their mandates. The government, therefore, must create full-time professional teams to oversee river basin management and support universities in setting up disaster research centres. International partnerships can also help improve warning systems and forecasts.

Passing laws to empower governors is equally important. Currently, governors lack the authority to coordinate all state agencies in their provinces, making disaster prevention and response difficult. Upgrading governors to "super CEOs" with greater authority and power would ensure more effective leadership.

The government must also address land use in flood-prone areas by regulating new developments, limiting existing ones, and removing structures with fair compensation. Proper zoning and planning can significantly reduce vulnerabilities.

"We cannot eliminate disasters, but we can mitigate risk. We can reduce damage. We can save more lives," said Ban Ki-moon, former UN Secretary-General.

This is true for Thailand, which has seen the devastating impact of floods -- lives lost, homes destroyed, and billions wasted. Yet, examples like Hat Yai and Japan show that preparation and coordination save lives and reduce losses. Floods are inevitable, but their destruction doesn't have to be. Thailand must act decisively to end its cycle of inefficiency and prepare for the next storm. The question is, will it be ready?

Saowaruj Rattanakhamfu, PhD, is research director and Nuthasid Rukkiatwong is senior researcher at the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI). This article is adapted from the authors' presentation on "Disaster Preparedness: Managing Natural Disaster Crises" at the 2024 TDRI Annual Public Conference on October 30, 2024. Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the 'Bangkok Post' on alternate Wednesdays.
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																They're still celebrating the miraculous fall of the Assad regime in Damascus, and the killing has stopped in Syria except for parts of the north, east and south. So what are the odds that the man whose fighters brought down the regime, Ahmed al-Sharaa, can bring peace, prosperity and even democracy to Syria?
Mr Sharaa, until recently known as Abu Mohammed al-Jolani, is an Islamist who started out in al-Qaeda. He is, therefore, still listed as a terrorist, which he is not, or at least not any more -- but as an Islamist, he would normally reject "modern" forms of Islam that permit abominations like democracy and equal rights for women.

That would not endear him even to Sunni Muslims (70% of Syria's population). Mr Sharaa is Sunni himself, but most of them would see his Islamist doctrines as extreme. And he really frightens the 30% of Syrians who belong to various religious minorities: Alawites, Ismailis, mainstream Shia Muslims, Christians, and Druze.

To make matters worse, one of the Muslim minorities, the Alawites, has effectively run the country for the past 53 years under the Assad family, father and son. The other minorities tacitly backed Alawite rule because they feared Sunni domination -- and over those years, hundreds of thousands of innocent people, mostly Sunnis, were tortured and murdered.

Now, an explicitly Islamist Sunni force called Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) has overthrown the Assad regime. Mr Sharaa promises that the rights of all minorities will be respected and the new Syria will be democratic, but he would say that at this stage, wouldn't he?

One might also mention the country's ethnic diversity (Arabs, Kurds, Turkmen, Druze), the fact that Syria has just been through a 13-year civil war that has left half the population refugees either at home or abroad, and the presence of foreign troops (Turkish, Russian, Israeli and American) on its soil, all with blood on their hands.

Finished yet? No. The new HTS-appointed government in Damascus is dead broke, with no immediate source of income except its Turkish backers. All the minorities are heavily armed, and HTS forces currently control no more than a quarter of the country's territory.

Israel has just destroyed the Syrian air force in more than 300 airstrikes and seized land across the Syrian border, just in case it doesn't like the policies of the new government when they finally become clear. The Russians, Mr Assad's biggest backers, may leave, but the Turks are carving out Syrian territory along the border for a buffer zone.

So what is Syria's biggest problem? None of the above. It is the fear that HTS will try to turn Syria into a radical religious dictatorship like Afghanistan.

That would terrify not only the Americans, the Russians, and the various Shia countries and minorities of the Middle East, but also all the non-extremist Sunni states in the region. Syria would be isolated and stigmatised as a terrorist state, its people would start fleeing again, and the killing would doubtless also re-start before long.

The best insurance against this disaster would be a secular democracy where religious beliefs are a strictly private matter, but it's unlikely that HTS will permit that.

So what's the least bad available option? Perhaps some version of the old Ottoman millet system, where every religious group ran its own affairs, but Sunni Turks made the big decisions.

In the Syrian case, it would be Sunni Arabs making the big decisions, while the other religious groups (and also an ethnic group, in the case of the Kurds) would have broad autonomy in matters closer to home.

If this sounds a bit like the old Lebanon, which broke down in a fifteen-year civil war and never really recovered, well, yes, it is. But that Lebanese state might still be functioning today if it had not been destroyed by the Palestinians and the Israelis. It wasn't a full democracy, but there was at least the rule of law and freedom of speech.

Even this kind of compromise will be hard for Ahmed al-Sharaa and HTS to accept, however, because fundamentalists of any variety have a big problem with secular states. If they truly believe in their version of God, then they should do what he wants -- and what he wants, in the Islamist and most other fundamentalist versions of God, is not a secular state.

Not to do God's will, when it is in your power to do it, is definitely a sin. As the Vatican used to put it in the bad old days, "Error has no rights."

Even if Mr Sharaa can talk himself into accepting a democratic and secular state, it's an open question whether the men around him can. (They are all men, of course.) What Syria needs is another miracle.

Gwynne Dyer is an independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries.
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																When South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol cited claims of election hacking and "anti-state" pro-North Korean sympathisers as justification for imposing a short-lived martial law, right-wing YouTuber Ko Sung-kook had heard it before.
In fact, Ko had made the same claims himself many times to the 1.1 million subscribers of his Kosungkook TV channel on YouTube.

"If President Yoon Suk-yeol listens to the voices of YouTubers attentively, he may understand what the people really think, what the public sentiment of the president's supporters are, that's what I'm expecting," Mr Ko said.

Mr Yoon was impeached and removed from duties on Saturday in a contentious parliamentary vote over his Dec 3 martial law decree, sparking a constitutional crisis and splitting Mr Yoon's own conservative People Power Party (PPP).

PPP leader Han Dong-hoon, a former confidant of Mr Yoon who went on to advocate for the president's impeachment, announced his resignation yesterday and blamed South Korea's right-wing media for creating divisions among conservatives.

"If we sympathise with extremists like the conspiracy theorists and extreme YouTubers, or if we are consumed by their commercially produced fears, there is no future for conservatism," said Mr Han, who was a common target of Mr Ko's criticism.

A columnist for the conservative-leaning JoongAng Ilbo newspaper on Friday said Mr Yoon's "YouTube addiction" had ruined his regime.

"If you are addicted to YouTube, you fall into a world of delusion dominated by conspiracy theories... President Yoon watched too much YouTube," the column said.

Mr Yoon's office did not respond to questions about his viewing habits or the sources for his claims used to justify imposing martial law.

Speaking in his modest office that doubles as a studio, Mr Ko said he does not know if Mr Yoon watches his show but is glad YouTubers provide an alternative platform which seemed to reflect the president's thinking.

Elected president in 2022 in the narrowest election in South Korean history, Mr Yoon invited right-wing YouTube activists and commentators to his inauguration and hired a YouTuber who pushed claims about Chinese Communist infiltration of domestic politics to head the public servant training agency.

In a defiant speech on Thursday that hit many of the favoured talking points of right-wing commentators, Mr Yoon condemned his political opponents as obstructionist "anti-state forces" that side with enemies in North Korea, said Pyongyang may have hacked the South's elections and defended his martial law order as a legal move to protect democracy.

In South Korea, the label of being pro-North Korea can carry high stakes with the ongoing threat from ostensibly communist North Korea and Cold War-era laws that effectively ban activities deemed related to communism or supporting Pyongyang.

In November, a former official with South Korea's biggest umbrella union, the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions (KCTU), was sentenced to 15 years in prison for receiving orders from North Korea to incite protests.

Another theme, particularly since the PPP faced a drubbing in April's parliamentary election, has been questions over the security of the National Election Commission (NEC), one of the locations where Mr Yoon deployed troops.

The NEC said it had consulted the spy agency last year to address "security vulnerabilities" but there were no signs the election system had been compromised.

Shin Jin-wook, a sociology professor at Chung Ang University, drew parallels between Mr Yoon and US President-elect Donald Trump.

"When traditional newspapers and television networks took a critical stance on President Trump, Trump blamed them as fake news or garbage. Trump pointed to social media like YouTube as the right ones instead," Prof Shin said.

About 53% of South Koreans say they get news on YouTube, higher than an average of 30% in other countries, according to a 2023 report by the Korea Press Foundation. That was up from 24% in 2016.

A 2018 survey by the Chosun Ilbo newspaper showed 70% of right-wing rally participants said YouTube is their primary news source.

Kim Sang-wook, a PPP lawmaker who backed impeachment, said right-wing YouTubers had turned into Mr Yoon's PR machine.

Mr Ko rejected claims that Mr Yoon and the conservative YouTubers had a particularly symbiotic relationship, saying similar dynamics play out on the liberal side of the political spectrum.

The military's martial law decree called for media to be controlled, and troops were sent to the offices of a prominent left-wing YouTube media personality who is critical of Mr Yoon and said he went into hiding.

As Mr Yoon faced impeachment last week Mr Ko said Mr Yoon's martial law order was the last resort to govern the country and urged "patriot right-wing fighters" to come out onto the streets in support.

"An all-out war has begun between the pro-North Korea faction that wants to impeach President Yoon... and our right-wing people," Mr Ko said.

On Saturday, Mr Ko attended a rally in Seoul with tens of thousands of Yoon supporters waving South Korean and US flags, greeting fans who wanted to shake hands and take pictures together.

"Dr Ko is a great political commentator who awakens conservative citizens and guides them in the right direction," said Lee Kwang-hyun, 71, a fan at the rally who decried "fake news".

Mr Yoon is fighting against election fraud just like Mr Trump, Mr Lee said, adding he opposed impeachment in part because it would prevent Mr Yoon from attending Mr Trump's inauguration in January.

"I believe Yoon's ideology and spirit has completely turned toward saving our country," he said. Reuters

Ju-min Park is Senior Correspondent at Reuters. Tom Bateman is Reuters's correspondent covering Japan and South Korea.
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																The recent overthrow of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad provides insights into the potential undoing of Myanmar's military regime in Nay Pyi Taw. Senior General Min Aung Hlaing must take note and study why even a strong 55-year-old family empire with heavyweight outside backing still crumbled like a house of cards.
Although the situations in Myanmar and Syria differ, their leaders' overconfidence and naivety can be toxic and create a false sense of security and illusion. Mr Assad had 25 years to transform and legitimise his authority but failed to take the opportunity to transform. Instead, he followed the authoritarian playbook by oppressing dissidents and minorities. His downfall is a case study of regimes burying their heads in the sand.

After the coup in February 2021, Myanmar has been in global headlines due to the Tatmadaw's atrocities against its people, which are not very different from what Mr Assad did to his people. Among resistance groups, including the National Unity Government of Myanmar (NUG), there is speculation that a similar leadership ousting would be possible under the right geopolitical circumstances, and they are waiting for more assistance from their Western supporters and alliances to tip the balance on the battlefield. After the 1027 operation last October, rebel groups have achieved territorial control of nearly half of the country, especially in rural areas.

As such, in the coming months, the action -- or inaction -- of Myanmar's neighbours, particularly Thailand, China, India, and Bangladesh, will be under global scrutiny. These four nations are uniquely positioned to influence the country's future. So is the maverick Russia, the deadly weapons supplier, which is thousands of miles away. The US is another great influencer.

Myanmar's leadership can avoid a similar fate by ending its conflicts with the ethnic armed organisations and launching meaningful and sincere political dialogue as provided for in the Asean Five-point Consensus (5PC). The real challenge is for the Tatmadaw to act before the final window of opportunity shuts.

So, what is Thailand's role?

The recent report "Myanmar and Thailand Relations at the Crossroads", prepared by Bangkok-based think tank and policy research institute the Centre for Strategic Policy (CSP), criticises the country for having unclear policies and positions on Myanmar. The lack of clarity not only affects Thailand's national policies but also weakens Asean's approach in resolving Myanmar's crisis. The report recommended that Thailand establish a strategic dialogue coordinator for Myanmar affairs to align Thailand's diplomatic security and humanitarian policies. The report stresses the crisis tests its role within Asean and its ability to navigate complex regional dynamics.

The CSP report recommends steps to reinvigorate Thailand's role and bolster Asean's peace plan, the 5PC. One of them is to advocate for a permanent Asean envoy for Myanmar affairs with a clear mandate to engage all stakeholders. Others include encouraging bordering countries to walk Nay Pyi Taw towards meaningful political dialogue. Furthermore, humanitarian efforts should be extended to all affected villages within Myanmar rather than be limited to camps or displaced populations.

The report emphasises the need for Thailand to balance its national interest with regional stability, position itself as a key player in resolving the Myanmar crisis and foster peace in Southeast Asia.

At the upcoming meeting on Myanmar in Bangkok this weekend, there will be extended informal consultations hosted by Laos with past, present, and future Asean rotational chairs, as well as countries that border with Myanma and the bloc's dialogue partners, specialised UN agencies and civil society organisations. The meeting aims to bring all stakeholders to broaden political dialogues to facilitate humanitarian assistance.

Like its predecessors, the current government keeps downplaying policy with Myanmar. Indeed, the lack of policy decisions has already confused the border authorities along the porous Thai-Myanmar border, who have to manage the influx of asylum seekers aided by human smuggling gangs and villagers fleeing conflict. After months of delay, Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai recently signed two orders to establish a special task force to oversee the volatile Thai-Myanmar frontier and another on general border management.

The recent incident that saw the arrest of four Thai fishermen near a shared maritime border in Ranong is a case in point. It could have easily been avoided if the Myanmar maritime forces had continued verifying fishing licences and importing aquatic products licences of Thai trawlers, just as they had regularly conducted before.

In the past few meetings of the Regional Border Committee, Thailand has repeatedly requested Myanmar to resuscitate the verification process halted during the Covid-19 pandemic. But Nay Pyi Taw has just kicked the can down the road.

At the 36th meeting of the Thailand-Myanmar Regional Border Committee in mid-June in Myeik, both countries were quite happy with the joint border patrols despite the naval collaboration being found wanting -- the joint mission has been in operation since 2019. It followed hot on the heels of Thailand's overture to Myanmar for cooperation in naval staff training. In Myeik, Thailand also reaffirmed its commitment to preventing its territory from being used by groups that could harm Myanmar's interests. In detaining the Thai boat and four fishermen, Myanmar claimed that it found materials related to revolutionary groups on the seized boat.

Surprisingly, widespread reports on social media simultaneously went viral about Myanmar's United Wa State Army (UWSA) intruding into Thai territory in Doi Hua Ma and Nong Luang in Pai district, Mae Hong Son province. The incident increases further tension between Thailand and Myanmar. The media and some pundit's comments were critical of the government's weak responses. This could push the security apparatus to set security directions in days or weeks.

On Myanmar's eastern flank, India shares a 1,643-kilometre common border with Myanmar. Of late, it has been actively engaging both the Tatmadaw and opposition groups. This new dual engagement reflects New Delhi's strategic approach to the crisis. India has also been a key supporter of the Asean 5PC and called for an end to hostilities as it also suffers from the influxes of villagers fleeing conflict into its northeastern region. In addition, Myanmar's instability has delayed key connectivity projects that link India with Southeast Asia.

India's recent initiatives, including stringent border management and discussions and consulting with its Asean counterparts, indicate a clear understanding of the high stakes involved. Besides avoiding further destabilising its border, India also wants to balance China's influence by fostering dialogue and maintaining ties with all concerned parties. As the world's largest democracy, India also cannot distance itself from Myanmar's political development.

To the west, Bangladesh has been vocal about the Rohingya refugee crisis, which has seen over one million refugees cross its border since 2017. The reduction in global funding for humanitarian aid for the refugees has compounded the problem. The rise of the Arakan Army and its attacks on key Tatmadaw positions further exacerbate the challenges for Dhaka, which must balance security concerns with humanitarian obligations.

Apart from Thailand, China's extensive relations with Nay Pyi Daw and some of the ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) along its border make it a critical player in Myanmar's peace process. Since the launch of Operation 1027 by the Three Brotherhood Alliance last October, Beijing's role has been under the spotlight. Meanwhile, China has consistently supported the Asean 5PC and called on all parties to engage in dialogue to find an inclusive solution.

It must be noted that Beijing's special envoy has visited Nay Pyi Taw often, holding discussions with the SAC and other stakeholders, including those along the China-Myanmar border. China's economic interests are colossal due to its investment in energy-related projects and the Belt and Road Initiative, which covers areas controlled by the Tatmadaw and EAOs. Delicate balancing of ties with all stakeholders in the Myanmar quagmire is necessary for China.

Over the past decade, Russia has proved an odd but vital catalyst who chose to play its game alone. Russia remains a steadfast supporter of the SAC, acting as its primary arms supplier in the fight against resistance forces. However, the war with Ukraine has reduced Russia's arms sales to the Tatmadaw. However, continued high-level exchanges between the two nations show their deepening security cooperation.

Washington's support of selected resistance groups has been widely acknowledged and chronicled. Any surge in the American so-called "non-lethal" assistance could impact the situation on the ground. During this coming dry season, it remains to be seen whether the Tatmadaw could recover their lost townships -- estimated to number 65 -- in various parts of the country. Otherwise, it could encourage some Western countries to provide additional assistance for resistance forces.

Despite differences in geography, demographics, and governance, Mr Assad's downfall can be a cue for Gen Min Aung Hlaing to come to the negotiating table in a gambit to avoid further chaos and resistance against his regime.

In Syria, international backers of the resistance forces were focused on their goal of dislodging Mr Assad. A similar coalition could emerge for Myanmar's opposition forces. While the prediction seems farfetched, it would be possible if the West doubled its support. Such a development would undoubtedly intensify the conflict and destabilise the SAC. Gen Min Aung Hlaing must decide whether to learn from Mr Assad's experience or repeat his foredoomed pathway.
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        Shangri-La's festive treats sparkle at Chocolate Boutique
        Shangri-La Bangkok is embracing the festive season with a magical array of gourmet treats at its elegant Chocolate Boutique, available through 30 December 2024.

      

      
        Celebrate La Fete 2024 in chic European style
        This festive season, Le M&eacute;ridien Bangkok invites you to celebrate with sophistication and style. With European-inspired culinary delights, chic hampers, and exclusive seasonal experiences, La F&ecirc;te 2024: Holiday Destination promises an unforgettable holiday celebration in the cultural heart of Bangkok.

      

      
        Celebrate December with culinary magic in Phuket
        Nestled in Phuket's heritage-rich old town, Courtyard by Marriott Phuket Town is ringing in the festive season with a month of culinary celebrations. From succulent seafood spreads to dazzling New Year's Eve parties, the hotel invites guests and locals to share unforgettable dining experiences this December.

      

      
        Sky-high New Year feasts dazzle at Centara Grand
        Bangkok's festive season reaches new heights as Centara Grand at CentralWorld unveils an array of spectacular New Year's Eve dining experiences across its celebrated rooftop venues. Early birds can secure preferential rates for an extraordinary selection of celebration packages, ranging from international buffets to sophisticated gala dinners.

      

      
        Seasonal treasures
        The Metropolitan Museum of Art Store's holiday gift guide offers a plethora of choice for the special art lovers and history enthusiasts in your life. With each piece thoughtfully chosen to reflect the museum's rich legacy, this curation encompasses decorative items for the home, art-inspired treasures, and colourful accessories that are guaranteed to delight those who appreciate...

      

      
        Celebrate an enchanted festive season at Shangri-La Bangkok
        Shangri-La Bangkok unveils its 'Enchanted Wonders' Christmas and New Year Festivities Programme, a spectacular lineup of events designed to create joyous memories for the 2024-2025 festive season. From lavish feasts to cultural experiences, the hotel offers a magical blend of tradition and luxury to celebrate the most wonderful time of the year.

      

      
        Unwind and dine: Festive indulgence at the Peninsula Bangkok
        Perched along the iconic Chao Phraya River, The Peninsula Bangkok offers a seamless blend of luxury, wellness, and gastronomy, making it the perfect urban sanctuary for the festive season.

      

      
        Celebrate the season in artful elegance
        In a masterful fusion of Thai heritage and contemporary luxury, Park Hyatt Bangkok unveils its most ambitious festive season celebration yet, where sustainability meets sophistication through an extraordinary artistic collaboration that sets the tone for this year's end-of-year festivities.

      

      
        Megabangna creates THB 80m holiday wonderland campaign
        In a bold move to create Bangkok's most memorable year-end celebration, Megabangna Shopping Centre is investing over THB 80 million in its "Mega Happiness Season 2024: Holiday Destination" campaign, running from 1 November 2024 to 5 January 2025.

      

      
        Unwrap the magic of the season at JW Marriott Bangkok
        This holiday season, JW Marriott Bangkok invites you to embrace the joy, warmth, and enchantment of festive moments with thoughtfully curated offerings designed to make every celebration unforgettable. From bespoke hampers filled with handcrafted treats to extravagant feasts and artisanal desserts, we bring you the finest indulgences of the season.
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									Shangri-La's festive treats sparkle at Chocolate Boutique

									Executive Pastry Chef Alex Hekimov crafts an enchanting collection of seasonal delicacies and hampers for Bangkok's discerning gifting market
								

								Shangri-La Bangkok is embracing the festive season with a magical array of gourmet treats at its elegant Chocolate Boutique, available through 30 December 2024.
								Under the skilled direction of Executive Pastry Chef Alex Hekimov, the hotel has unveiled a collection of bespoke festive hampers and goodies, including a specially designed advent calendar, perfect for corporate gifting or sharing with loved ones during the holiday season.

The festive offerings, ranging from THB 220 to THB 6,600 net, showcase the hotel's commitment to culinary excellence and seasonal creativity. Each item has been thoughtfully curated to create lasting impressions as holiday gifts.

For added convenience, the hotel offers a delivery service to selected areas within Bangkok, with delivery fees varying based on distance. Customers can place orders through the hotel's online platform at slbk.link/festivegoodies2024.

For more information or to place orders directly, contact 0 2236 7777 or email restaurants.slbk@shangri-la.com.
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									Celebrate La Fete 2024 in chic European style

									Savour festive feasts, gourmet hampers, and timeless elegance
								

								This festive season, Le Meridien Bangkok invites you to celebrate with sophistication and style. With European-inspired culinary delights, chic hampers, and exclusive seasonal experiences, La Fete 2024: Holiday Destination promises an unforgettable holiday celebration in the cultural heart of Bangkok.
								[image: ]

FESTIVE FEASTS TO DELIGHT YOUR PALATE

Christmas Eve Dinner & Christmas Day Lunch Buffets

24 December 2024, 6 pm-10 pm 

25 December 2024, 12 pm-3 pm 

Indulge in the festive spirit with the "Pizza, Pasta & More" live buffet at Latest 

Recipe, featuring a sumptuous selection of Prime Beef dishes like Roasted Beef Prime Ribs, Beef Bourguignon, and 24-hour Slow-Cooked Beef Brisket with Spaghetti. Highlights also include Roasted Turkey with trimmings, Baked Salmon, and Beef Wellington, complemented by sushi, sashimi, and decadent desserts like Stollen Cake, Yule Log Cake, and Classic Apple Strudel.

Price: THB 2,119 net/adult | THB 1,000 net/child (6-11 years).

[image: ]

RING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH ELEGANCE

New Year's Eve Dinner & New Year's Day Lunch Buffets

31 December 2024, 6 pm-10 pm

1 January 2025, 12 pm-3 pm

Bid farewell to 2024 with a glittering New Year's Eve Dinner or kick off 2025 with a relaxing New Year's Day Lunch. Enjoy gourmet favourites like Wagyu Beef Wellington, Roasted Turkey, and Gateau Saint Honore alongside an array of global flavours.

Price: THB 2,119 net/adult | THB 1,000 net/child (6-11 years).

[image: ]

THOUGHTFUL GIFTING WITH GOURMET HAMPERS

Le Meridien's festive hampers make the perfect gifts for loved ones or business associates:


	Le Meridien Gourmet Hamper (THB 3,840 net): Includes Christmas Pork Picnic Ham or Coffee Pork Belly Ham, Christmas Fruitcake, cookies, and sparkling wine.

	La Fete Gourmet Hamper (THB 2,840 net): Features Wildflower Honey preserves, premium nuts, chocolate bars, and Araksa Tea.



Guests can also explore La Fete Goodies, offering a selection of gourmet gifts, Christmas cookies, cakes, and fine wines.

[image: ]

CELEBRATE IN STYLE

With its mid-century modern charm and culinary excellence, Le Meridien Bangkok ensures every guest enjoys a festive season infused with elegance and joy.


	For reservations and more information:

	Call: 0 2232 8888

	Email: Service.LMBKK@lemeridien.com

	www.lemeridienbangkoksurawong.com
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									Celebrate December with culinary magic in Phuket

									Courtyard by Marriott Phuket Town offers festive feasts
								

								Nestled in Phuket's heritage-rich old town, Courtyard by Marriott Phuket Town is ringing in the festive season with a month of culinary celebrations. From succulent seafood spreads to dazzling New Year's Eve parties, the hotel invites guests and locals to share unforgettable dining experiences this December.
								Festive Highlights at Krua Talad Yai

The vibrant Krua Talad Yai restaurant offers a variety of culinary delights. Indulge in a social Seafood Bucket every Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, available in three sizes starting at THB 399. The 

Market Place Buffet continues every Friday and Saturday, featuring an all-you-can-eat feast with highlights like Canadian lobster for THB 1,250 net per person.

[image: ]
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Special festive dinners include:


	The Night Before Christmas Buffet Dinner (24 December): A black & silver-themed dinner featuring roasted turkey, honey-roasted ham, seafood on ice, and more, priced at THB 1,850 net per adult and THB 925 per child.

	The Big Day Christmas Set Lunch (25 December): A black & gold-themed family sharing-style lunch for THB 1,250 net per adult or THB 600 per child.

	The Last Day Dazzling Dinner (31 December): A seafood-rich feast to welcome the New Year, priced at THB 1,850 net per adult or THB 925 per child.



End the year in style with the Golden Gatsby Countdown Party at Kolae Pool Bar. This glamorous rooftop event features live DJ music, canapes, and fireworks, priced at THB 2,025 net per person or THB 1,025 net for kids.

Delights at Yue Restaurant & Bar

At Yue Restaurant & Bar, guests can savour signature Peking duck every Friday for THB 759 net per set. Additionally, Yue offers Buns & Tarts Boxes, available from 15 December, perfect as a festive treat or gift, starting at THB 58 net per piece.

[image: ]


Exclusive Benefits for Marriott Bonvoy Members

Marriott Bonvoy members enjoy a 10% discount on all promotions, adding more joy to this festive season.

This December, let Courtyard by Marriott Phuket Town fill your festive celebrations with joy, flavour, and unforgettable moments.


	For reservations and pre-orders: Call: 0 7664 3555

	Email: restaurant.phukettown@courtyard.com

	Facebook: Courtyard by Marriott 

	Phuket Town

	LINE: @courtyardphuket

	www.courtyardphukettown.com
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									Sky-high New Year feasts dazzle at Centara Grand

									Exclusive dining packages promise memorable celebrations across six distinctive venues atop Bangkok's landmark hotel
								

								Bangkok's festive season reaches new heights as Centara Grand at CentralWorld unveils an array of spectacular New Year's Eve dining experiences across its celebrated rooftop venues. Early birds can secure preferential rates for an extraordinary selection of celebration packages, ranging from international buffets to sophisticated gala dinners.
								At Ventisi on Level 24, guests can savour a global feast featuring Italian and Thai specialities for THB 2,999++ per person, including free-flow beverages and front-row views of the poolside fireworks display. Children aged 6-11 years are welcomed at THB 999++ inclusive of soft drinks.

The 54th floor's UNO MAS presents an opulent Surf & Turf celebration at THB 9,999++ per person, featuring unlimited 
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Champagne and premium beverages alongside fresh seafood on ice and gourmet a la carte courses from 7:00 pm to 00:30 am.

For the ultimate fine dining experience, RED SKY on Level 55 offers an exquisite 8-course Gala Dinner priced at THB 17,555++ per person, with couples receiving a complimentary bottle of premium Champagne.  The evening continues until 2:00 am with live band entertainment.
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The festivities extend upward to RED SKY BAR on Level 56, where THB 3,500 net grants entry to an exclusive cocktail party with a welcome glass of premium Champagne. Meanwhile, chocolate enthusiasts can indulge at Cocoa XO on Level 57, enjoying unlimited beverages and house-made chocolates from THB 8,599++.

Crowning the celebration at CRU Champagne Bar on Level 59, revellers can welcome 2025 with unlimited premium Champagne and beverages at THB 12,955++ per person, accompanied by live DJ performances until 2:00 am.

For bookings and enquiries, contact 0 2100 6255 or email diningcgcw@chr.co.th.
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									Seasonal treasures

									
								

								The Metropolitan Museum of Art Store's holiday gift guide offers a plethora of choice for the special art lovers and history enthusiasts in your life. With each piece thoughtfully chosen to reflect the museum's rich legacy, this curation encompasses decorative items for the home, art-inspired treasures, and colourful accessories that are guaranteed to delight those who appreciate the beauty of history and culture.
								CELESTIAL MOTION

Crafted by Augustus Saint-Gaudens in the 1890s, this statuette is a reduced variant of the artist's renowned 13-foot tall 'Diana' sculpture, and offers a timeless piece of art history for any home collection. A rare second edition, it features a figure elegantly poised on tiptoe atop a sphere, set on a two-tier base with a matte patina that's a blend of gold, copper, and zinc.
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SET IN STONE

This sculpture of Thalia, the muse of comedy and pastoral poetry, is a beautifully crafted reproduction of the second-century Roman original. It closely resembles Greek models from the late 4th to early 3rd century BC, and spotlights Roman influence on ancient art. Created in collaboration with the Vatican Museums, it offers a valuable way to own a connection to classical relics.
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GARDEN OF HUES

This tea set, also inspired by Vincent Van Gogh's 'Irises' painting, brings art into everyday life and includes a tea-infusing covered mug, a tea towel, and a tin of The Met x Harney & Sons Still Life Chamomile - making a thoughtful gift for art lovers and tea enthusiasts alike.
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PETALS OF LIGHT

This porcelain cake stand features Vincent Van Gogh's iconic 'Irises' painting, which is part of the Met's collection of European paintings. It beautifully captures the vibrancy of spring blooms, evoked by the artist by pairing violet flowers with a pink background.

STEPS OF ORDER 

Add a vibrant touch to your wardrobe with these art-inspired socks featuring a design inspired by Piet Mondrian's 'Composition'. Lauded as a key work in his Neo-Plasticism style, these socks bring the geometric beauty of Mondrian's universe into everyday fashion.
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SACRED SENTIMENT 

These unique earrings take inspiration from a gold-and-serpentinite heart scarab (ca. 1492-1473 BC) once owned by Hatnefer, an Egyptian housemistress. In ancient Egypt, heart scarabs were essential amulets, believed to ensure a righteous heart for favourable judgement in the afterlife. This particular scarab, now housed in The Met collection, also features a moving passage from The Book of the Dead.
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ETERNAL THREADS 

Based on an ancient Egyptian necklace from the Middle Kingdom (ca. 1878-1840 BC), this beaded choker features gold, lapis lazuli, and turquoise cylindrical beads, and offers a timeless blend of vibrant colours.
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ABSTRACT EMBRACE 

This charming bear also pays homage to Mondrian's 'Composition', making it a playful and unique tribute to his vision. Mondrian believed that Neo-Plasticism's focus on geometric relationships could transcend art to influence design and architecture, so this gift is fitting for anyone with a passion for design.
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GOLDEN ECHOES 

This hinged bracelet draws inspiration from an ancient Egyptian cuff (ca. 1479-1425 BC) in The Met collection -- one of three pairs found in the tomb of Thutmose III's wives. Crafted from burnished gold, carnelian, and glass, the cuffs bear inscriptions with the king's cartouches and epithets. A valuable gift for someone who appreciates the timeless elegance of ancient Egyptian craftsmanship.
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CYCLES OF TIME 

Also inspired by ancient Egyptian jewellery from the Middle Kingdom, this piece features vibrant cylindrical beads of gold, lapis lazuli, and turquoise, and is a complementary piece to the meticulously crafted bead necklace.
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NILE DREAMS 

This huggable hippopotamus bears resemblance to 'William', an ancient Egyptian statuette in The Met collection. Crafted between 1961 and 1878 BC, the original blue-glazed figurine was made of faience and adorned with lotus blossoms and marsh plants to reflect its habitat along the Nile. This plush toy mirrors these charming details, bringing a piece of history to life.
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The Metropolitan Museum of Art Store

Phone: 0 2651 4081-5, 08 9020 7510, https://store.metmuseum.org
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/2923067/seasonal-treasures



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Celebrate an enchanted festive season at Shangri-La Bangkok

									Indulge in magical dining and unforgettable celebrations this Christmas and New Year
								

								Shangri-La Bangkok unveils its 'Enchanted Wonders' Christmas and New Year Festivities Programme, a spectacular lineup of events designed to create joyous memories for the 2024-2025 festive season. From lavish feasts to cultural experiences, the hotel offers a magical blend of tradition and luxury to celebrate the most wonderful time of the year.
								CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY HIGHLIGHTS

NEXT2 Cafe sets the stage for the season with an international dinner buffet on Christmas Eve and a festive brunch on Christmas Day, featuring a delightful spread of global flavours.

For an Italian-inspired celebration, Volti Tuscan Grill & Bar offers three, four, or five-course menus curated by Executive Chef Bruno Ferrari. A special kids' menu ensures young diners are included in the holiday cheer.

Prices start at THB 1,600 net for children and THB 2,800 net for adults.

Adding to the festivities, Santa Claus and carollers will make special appearances on 24 and 25 December to spread seasonal joy.

[image: ]


NEW YEAR'S EVE EXTRAVAGANZA

Ring in 2025 with style at Shangri-La Bangkok's variety of New Year's Eve celebrations:


	Poolside Gala Dinner: Immerse yourself in an extraordinary evening of culinary masterpieces, live entertainment, and the iconic riverside countdown. Prices: THB 18,000 net for adults and THB 9,000 net for children.

	NEXT2 Cafe: Celebrate with exquisite international dishes and enjoy the live countdown broadcast. Prices: THB 14,000-16,000 net for adults.

	Salathip Thai Restaurant: Dine on a specially crafted Thai set menu while enjoying cultural performances in an enchanting riverside pavilion. Prices: THB 16,000 net for adults.

	Shangri-La Horizon Cruise: Sail into the New Year aboard a luxurious cruise featuring international cuisines and stunning views of the Chao Phraya River fireworks. Prices: THB 16,000 net for adults.

	Lobby Lounge: Step into a Moulin Rouge-themed cabaret night, complete with a buffet, raffle draws, and dazzling fireworks. Prices: THB 18,000 net for adults.



CELEBRATE THE SEASON WITH SHANGRI-LA BANGKOK

Don't miss this chance to create magical memories with loved ones this festive season. 

For reservations or more information, call 0 2236 7777, email restaurants.slbk@shangri-la.com, or visit https://bit.ly/SLBK-NYECelebrtions 2024-2025-Media and https://bit.ly/SLBK-ChristmasCelebrations2024-Media.

(Prices are inclusive of tax and service charge. Child rates apply to children aged 6-12 years.)
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									Unwind and dine: Festive indulgence at the Peninsula Bangkok

									Wellness, elegance, and culinary delights along the Chao Phraya
								

								Perched along the iconic Chao Phraya River, The Peninsula Bangkok offers a seamless blend of luxury, wellness, and gastronomy, making it the perfect urban sanctuary for the festive season.
								WELLNESS ELEVATED

At its heart, The Peninsula Bangkok champions holistic well-being. The Peninsula Spa, housed in a stunning Thai colonial-style building, provides a haven of tranquillity with treatments designed to rejuvenate body and mind. Signature experiences, like the 90-minute "Essential Mind" spa programme, incorporate Tibetan-inspired therapies and essential oils for deep relaxation.
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Active guests can partake in sunrise yoga, Muay Thai, Pilates, or daily wellness classes, including aquafit and mindfulness breathing. Cultural arts workshops and meditation sessions add a mindful touch, connecting guests to Thai heritage and their inner selves.

CULINARY EXCELLENCE

The Peninsula Bangkok is a gastronomic paradise. At Mei Jiang, authentic Cantonese dishes are crafted with precision, while Thiptara, nestled in lush gardens, offers traditional Thai cuisine in enchanting riverside pavilions.

The River Cafe & Terrace provides a vibrant all-day dining experience with live cooking stations and sweeping river views, while The Lobby serves the iconic Afternoon Tea, enhanced by live music and timeless elegance.
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A FESTIVE DAY TO REMEMBER

Begin your day with yoga as the sun rises over the river, followed by breakfast at The River Cafe & Terrace. Spend the day immersed in wellness or a transformative spa treatment, then end with a dining experience to remember at one of the hotel's acclaimed restaurants.

This festive season, The Peninsula Bangkok promises renewal, relaxation, and exquisite celebrations. Let your holiday moments sparkle with wellness and indulgence in the heart of Bangkok.

For further details: Tel: 0 2020 2888, email: reservationpbk@peninsula.com, www.peninsula.com
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									Celebrate the season in artful elegance

									Experience a festive journey at Park Hyatt Bangkok, featuring sustainable art, exquisite dining, and enchanting celebrations that elevate the holiday spirit
								

								In a masterful fusion of Thai heritage and contemporary luxury, Park Hyatt Bangkok unveils its most ambitious festive season celebration yet, where sustainability meets sophistication through an extraordinary artistic collaboration that sets the tone for this year's end-of-year festivities.
								At the heart of the celebration stands a remarkable Christmas tree that transcends traditional holiday decor. Created by acclaimed Thai artist Saruta "Pin" Kiatparkpoom of Pin Metal Art, this sustainable masterpiece weaves together discarded metal and expertly crafted glass, transformed by skilled Thai artisans into a symbol of both festive joy and environmental consciousness. The design draws inspiration from the sacred Bai Sri Su Kwan ceremony, creating a harmonious dialogue between Thai cultural heritage and contemporary international style.

Visitors can experience this artistic journey across two locations - the stunning Christmas tree in the Living Room on level 9, and a special companion showpiece in the Lobby on level 10 that reveals the sustainable materials and processes behind this innovative creation.

CULINARY EXCELLENCE MEETS FESTIVE SPIRIT

The hotel's renowned Penthouse Bar + Grill elevates the celebration with a series of exceptional dining experiences. The Christmas weekend (24-25 December) features an exquisite set menu showcasing premium Parrilla Grill selections, including Wagyu Kagoshima Tenderloin and Alaskan Black Cod Fish, culminating in a decadent Black Forest Christmas Log Cake. This festive feast is available for both lunch and dinner, priced at THB 4,200++ per person, with an optional wine pairing at THB 2,300++.

[image: ]

As the year draws to a close, New Year's Eve promises an unforgettable celebration across multiple venues. The Penthouse Bar + Grill offers two distinct dinner services, with the later seating (7:30 pm - midnight) featuring an elaborate set menu priced at THB 9,200++ per person. The menu showcases premium seafood selections, including fresh oysters, prawns, and scallops, alongside a show-stopping main course combining Wagyu Kagoshima, Rougie Foie Gras, and Grilled Maine Lobster.

A SYMPHONY OF CELEBRATIONS

The festivities extend throughout the hotel's acclaimed venues. The Penthouse Cocktail Bar presents specially crafted cocktails by Head Mixologist Fabio Brugnolaro, accompanied by live entertainment from the dynamic band LUX. The Mezzanine offers an intimate setting with stunning city views and holiday-inspired signature cocktails, while the Rooftop Bar provides a dramatic backdrop for New Year's celebrations with live performances by DJ Scissors and DJ Chickenpunk.

[image: ]

AFTERNOON TEA REIMAGINED

The Living Room transforms the traditional afternoon tea into a festive celebration until 6 January 2025. Priced at THB 3,200++ per set for two persons, this elegant experience features creative interpretations of holiday classics, including the Holly Leaf with gingerbread sponge and honey whip ganache, and the Santa Belt combining almond sponge with strawberry and mascarpone mousse. Each set can be elevated with premium Champagne for an extra touch of luxury.

For those seeking to create memo- rable holiday moments, Park Hyatt Bangkok offers not just celebrations, but experiences that artfully blend luxury, sustainability, and Thai heritage. 

Reservations can be made via bkkph-festive@hyatt.com or by calling 0 2011 7478 or 79.
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									Megabangna creates THB 80m holiday wonderland campaign

									Bangkok's mega-mall transforms into an enchanting Santa's Hotel wonderland offering prizes worth 7 million baht during its two-month festive extravaganza
								

								In a bold move to create Bangkok's most memorable year-end celebration, Megabangna Shopping Centre is investing over THB 80 million in its "Mega Happiness Season 2024: Holiday Destination" campaign, running from 1 November 2024 to 5 January 2025.
								The centrepiece of the festivities is "The Santa's Hotel", a 1,500-square-metre installation featuring a towering 12-metre Christmas tree. This imaginative transformation of the mall's main entrance recreates the magic of the North Pole, complete with festive dining areas and decorated garden spaces.

Shoppers can participate in the "Mega Wish" campaign, where Mega Smile Rewards members spending THB 3,500 per receipt can win from 28 premium prizes, including a Honda New Civic e:HEV RS and luxury watches. Krungsri Consumer credit card holders receive additional benefits, including double chances to win and up to 50 per cent discounts at participating stores.

[image: ]

The celebration continues with the return of Mega Music in the Park festival on 23-24 November, featuring popular artists including The Toys and Mean. The festivities culminate in a grand New Year's countdown concert on 31 December, co-hosted with National Telecom, featuring seven leading artists in a 10-hour marathon performance.

"Our aim is to create an exceptional festive experience that reinforces Megabangna as 'Your Everyday Meeting Place'," says Maris Aboltins, Managing Director of SF Development Co., Ltd. The mall expects to welcome over 10 million visitors during November and December, with an additional 4 million viewers joining via live broadcast.

Special promotions include an Advent Calendar campaign offering daily prizes worth over THB 10,000 each, and a Mega Gift Festival from 25 December 2024 to 7 January 2025, featuring premium products ideal for New Year gifting.

For more information about the festivities, visitors can download the Megabangna app or connect via Line OA @megabangnaofficial.

[image: ]
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									Unwrap the magic of the season at JW Marriott Bangkok

									Celebrate with Festive Feasts, Gourmet Treats, and Holiday Cheer
								

								This holiday season, JW Marriott Bangkok invites you to embrace the joy, warmth, and enchantment of festive moments with thoughtfully curated offerings designed to make every celebration unforgettable. From bespoke hampers filled with handcrafted treats to extravagant feasts and artisanal desserts, we bring you the finest indulgences of the season.
								The Bangkok Baking Company (BBCO) presents exclusive hampers in four sizes, three elegantly wrapped in classic champagne-coloured boxes and one in a vibrant hue, making them the perfect gift for spreading delight. Inside, you'll find BBCO's artisanal creations: homemade cheese breadsticks, rich festive fruitcake, almond cookies, macadamia nut cookies, natural honey, artisan teas, and charming BBCO souvenirs. Each hamper is lovingly crafted to be a heartwarming gesture of celebration.
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For an extra-special gift, the JW Marriott Bangkok Pamper Hamper offers an indulgent experience of luxury and relaxation. Featuring JW aromatherapy bath amenities, including shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, body lotion, a soft JW teddy bear, and a calming lemongrass pillow mist, these hampers bring serenity and joy to the season. Available in two sizes, they are the ultimate token of indulgence and care.


	BBCO hampers are available at Bangkok Baking Company (BBCO).

	Pamper hampers are available at JW's Health Club & Spa.



EXPERIENCE THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS at JW Cafe

Embrace the holiday spirit at JW Cafe, where our culinary team has curated exceptional Christmas buffets that bring the magic of the season to your table. Each dish is thoughtfully crafted to celebrate the essence of Christmas, featuring a delightful mix of Western holiday classics, intricate Japanese creations, authentic Thai and Chinese specialties, and aromatic Indian cuisine -- a true feast of global flavours.
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Indulge in festive favourites such as mulled wine and eggnog to set the perfect holiday mood. Begin your meal with a sumptuous lobster bisque, then savour succulent mains like roasted Butterball turkey with chestnut stuffing, honey-baked ham with apple sauce, Wagyu beef Wellington with truffle jus, roasted Australian Kimbara Wagyu Cote de boeuf, and New Zealand Lumina lamb leg with a delicate herb crust.

Complete your celebration with an array of exquisite desserts, including dark chocolate, tiramisu, red velvet Buche de Noel, red wine-poached pears, traditional English Christmas fruit cake, and classic mince pies -- each treat a sweet embodiment of the season. Raise a toast with your loved ones and savour festive classics alongside exciting seasonal creations, all while basking in the warm, cheerful ambiance of JW Cafe.

Christmas Buffets:


	Christmas Eve Buffet (24 December): Brunch: THB 3,400 net | Dinner: THB 3,635 net

	Christmas Day Buffet (25 December): Brunch: THB 3,400 net | Dinner: THB 3,164 net



CHERISHED FESTIVE FLAVOURS AWAIT AT BBCO

Delight in the season's most cherished flavours with festive creations crafted by Executive Pastry Chef O Phensiri Chotkaeo at Bangkok Baking Company (BBCO).
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Satisfy your festive cravings with traditional Christmas fruit cake, rich English Christmas plum pudding, pumpkin pie, a decadent dark chocolate mousse Buche de Noel, Christmas stollen with marzipan, and a delightful assortment of hand-decorated gingerbread cookies. Each treat captures the warmth and sweetness of the season, making them perfect for gifting or personal indulgence.

Available throughout December, from 6:00 am to 9:00 pm, BBCO invites you to savour the magic of Christmas with every bite.

TOAST TO NEW BEGINNINGS WITH A LAVISH NEW YEAR'S FEAST AT JW CAFE 

Celebrate the final hours of 2024 and welcome the New Year in style at JW Cafe, where an unforgettable array of festive dining experiences awaits. Indulge in a New Year's Eve Lunch Buffet, a glittering New Year's Eve Dinner Buffet, or a lavish New Year's Day Brunch Buffet -- each brimming with festive cheer, culinary delights, and a touch of elegance.
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Savour the best of tradition and indulgence with our grand buffet, featuring live cooking and carving stations, an abundant selection of fresh seafood, prime rib, and an irresistible array of gourmet desserts. Experience a world of flavours with carefully curated Western, Japanese, Thai, Chinese, and Indian dishes, each crafted to elevate your celebration.

Raise a toast to the year gone by and the year ahead, surrounded by loved ones in an ambiance of joy and sophistication. Let JW Cafe set the stage for your New Year's celebrations, where every dish captures the essence of fresh beginnings and boundless possibilities.

New Year's Buffets:


	New Year's Eve (31 December): Brunch: THB 3,400 net | Dinner: THB 3,826 net

	New Year's Day Brunch (1 January): THB 3,400 net



For more information and reservations: Call 0 2656 7700 or visit www.jwcafebangkok.com.
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