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            Voters fill out ballots in the municipal offices in Cabot, Vt., on Election Day, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Lisa Rathke, File)
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            Poll workers help guide voters at a busy polling site in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Nov. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            Bryan Steil, R-Wis., chairman of the Committee on House Administration, points to a election brochure for Washington, during a hearing he conducted about noncitizen voting on Capitol Hill, May 16, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Rep. Joe Morelle, D-N.Y., questions a witness during a Committee on House Administration hearing about noncitizen voting in U.S. elections on Capitol Hill, May 16, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Republicans plan to move quickly in their effort to overhaul the nation's voting procedures, seeing an opportunity with control of the White House and both chambers of Congress to push through long-sought changes that include voter ID and proof-of-citizenship requirements.
They say the measures are needed to restore public confidence in elections, an erosion of trust that Democrats note has been fueled by false claims from President-elect Donald Trump and his allies of widespread fraud in the 2020 election. In the new year, Republicans will be under pressure to address Trump's desires to change how elections are run in the U.S., something he continues to promote despite his win in November.
The main legislation that Republicans expect to push will be versions of the American Confidence in Elections Act and the Safeguard American Voter Eligibility Act, said GOP Rep. Bryan Steil of Wisconsin, chair of the Committee on House Administration, which handles election-related legislation. The proposals are known as the ACE and SAVE acts, respectively.

    


"As we look to the new year with unified Republican government, we have a real opportunity to move these pieces of legislation not only out of committee, but across the House floor and into law," Steil said in an interview. "We need to improve Americans' confidence in elections."




Republicans are likely to face opposition from Democrats and have little wiggle room with their narrow majorities in both the House and Senate. Steil said he expects there will be "some reforms and tweaks" to the original proposals and hopes Democrats will work with Republicans to refine and ultimately support them.

    


Democrats want to make it easier, not harder, to vote
New York Rep. Joe Morelle, the ranking Democrat on the committee, said there was an opportunity for bipartisan agreement on some issues but said the two previous GOP bills go too far.
"Our view and the Republicans' view is very different on this point," Morelle said. "They have spent most of the time in the last two years and beyond really restricting the rights of people to get to ballots - and that's at the state level and the federal level. And the SAVE Act and the ACE Act both do that - make it harder for people to vote."
Morelle said he wants to see both parties support dedicated federal funding for election offices. He sees other bipartisan opportunities around limiting foreign money in U.S. elections and possibly imposing a voter ID requirement if certain safeguards are in place to protect voters.
Democrats say some state laws are too restrictive in limiting the types of IDs that are acceptable for voting, making it harder for college students or those who lack a permanent address.
Morelle said he was disappointed by the GOP's claims in this year's campaigns about widespread voting by noncitizens, which is extremely rare, and noted how those claims all but evaporated once Trump won. Voting by noncitizens is already illegal and and can result in felony charges and deportation.
"You haven't heard a word about this since Election Day," Morelle said. "It's an Election Day miracle that suddenly the thing that they had spent an inordinate amount of time describing as a rampant problem, epidemic problem, didn't exist at all."

    


GOP: Current voter registration relies on an 'honor system'
Before the November election, House Republicans pushed the SAVE Act, which passed the House in July but stalled in the Democrat-controlled Senate. It requires proof of citizenship when registering to vote and includes potential penalties for election officials who fail to confirm eligibility.
Republicans say the current process relies on an what they call an honor system with loopholes that have allowed noncitizens to register and vote in past elections. While voting by noncitizens has occurred, research and reviews of state cases have shown it to be rare and typically a mistake rather than an intentional effort to sway an election. 
Under the current system, those seeking to register are asked to provide either a state driver's license number or the last four digits of a Social Security number. A few states require a full Social Security number. 

    


Republicans say the voter registration process is not tight enough because in many states people can be added to voter rolls even if they do not provide this information and that some noncitizens can receive Social Security numbers and driver's licenses. They believe the current requirement that anyone completing a voter registration form sign under oath that they are a U.S. citizen is not enough.
They want to force states to reject any voter registration application for which proof of citizenship is not provided. Republicans say that could include a REAL ID-compliant driver's license, a passport or a birth certificate.

    


One state flags noncitizens with regular audits
In Georgia, a perennial presidential battleground state, election officials said they have not encountered any hiccups verifying the citizenship status of its nearly 7.3 million registered voters. They conducted an audit in 2022 that identified 1,634 people who had attempted to register but were not able to be verified as U.S. citizens by a federal database.
A second audit this year used local court records to identify people who said they could not serve as a juror because they were not a U.S. citizen. Of the 20 people identified, six were investigated for illegal voting, though one of those cases was closed because the person had since died.
"What we've done by doing those audits is give voters confidence that we do not have noncitizens voting here in Georgia," said Brad Raffensperger, Georgia's secretary of state. "And when society is highly polarized, you have to look at building trust. Trust is the gold standard."
Raffensperger, a Republican who supports both voter ID and proof of citizenship requirements, credits the state's early adoption of REAL ID and use of automatic voter registration for ensuring voter lists are accurate. The latter is something he hopes more Republicans will consider, as he argued it has allowed Georgia election officials to use the motor vehicle agency's process to verify citizenship and track people moving in and around the state.
"You have to get it right because you're talking about people's priceless franchise to vote," Raffensperger said.
Look to states as laboratories for voting reforms
If Congress does pass any changes, it would fall to election officials across the country to implement them.

Raffensperger and Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson, a Democrat, said it would be a mistake to move the country to a single day of voting, something Trump has said he would like to see happen, because it would eliminate early voting and limit access to mail ballots. Both methods are extremely popular among voters. In Georgia, 71% of voters in November cast their ballots in person before Election Day.
Both said they hoped lawmakers would look to what is working in their states and build off those successes.
"We've proven time and time again in our states that our elections are secure and are accurate," Benson said.
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            People watch TV screens showing a debate between Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, right on screen, and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, at Sports Grill Kendall, where the Miami-Dade Democratic Hispanic Caucus had organized a watch party, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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            FILE -Supporters of former President Donald Trump drink beers as they watch him speak on television on Thursday, July 18, 2024, in Seal Beach, Calif. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)
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            People watch as television screens show Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump addressing supporters on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, at Comet Tavern in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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            Jim, left, and Tamara Hamilton watch former President Donald Trump speak on television on Thursday, July 18, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As a Democrat who immersed himself in political news during the presidential campaign, Ziad Aunallah has much in common with many Americans since the election. He's tuned out.
"People are mentally exhausted," said Aunallah, 45, of San Diego. "Everyone knows what is coming and we are just taking some time off."
Television ratings -- and now a new poll -- clearly illustrate the phenomenon. About two-thirds of American adults say they have recently felt the need to limit media consumption about politics and government because of overload, according to the survey from the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.
Smaller percentages of Americans are limiting their intake of news about overseas conflicts, the economy or climate change, the poll says. Politics stand out.
Election news on CNN and MSNBC was taking up too much of Sam Gude's time before the election, said the 47-year-old electrician from Lincoln, Nebraska. "The last thing I want to watch right now is the interregnum," said Gude, a Democrat and no fan of President-elect Donald Trump.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Poll finds more Democrats than Republicans stepping away from news
The poll, conducted in early December, found that about 7 in 10 Democrats say they are stepping back from political news. The percentage isn't as high for Republicans, who have reason to celebrate Trump's victory. Still, about 6 in 10 Republicans say they've felt the need to take some time off too, and the share for independents is similar.
The differences are far starker for the TV networks that have been consumed by political news.
After election night through Dec. 13, the prime-time viewership of MSNBC was an average of 620,000, down 54% from the pre-election audience this year, the Nielsen company said. For the same time comparison, CNN's average of 405,000 viewers was down 45%.
At Fox News Channel, a favorite news network for Trump fans, the post-election average of 2.68 million viewers is up 13%, Nielsen said. Since the election, 72% of the people watching one of those three cable networks in the evening were watching Fox News, compared to 53% prior to election day.

    


A post-election slump for fans of the losing candidate is not a new trend for networks that have become heavily identified for a partisan audience. MSNBC had similar issues after Trump was elected in 2016. Same for Fox in 2020, although that was complicated by anger: many of its viewers were outraged then by the network's crucial election night call of Arizona for the Democratic presidential candidate, Joe Biden, and sought alternatives.
MSNBC had its own anger issues after several "Morning Joe" viewers became upset that hosts Joe Scarborough and Mika Brzezinski visited Trump shortly after his victory last month. Yet while the show's ratings are down 35% since Election Day, that's a smaller drop than the network's prime-time ratings.
CNN points out that while it has been suffering in the television ratings, its streaming and digital ratings have been consistent.

    


Will political interest rebound when Trump takes office?
MSNBC can take some solace in history. In previous years, network ratings bounce back when the depression after an election loss lifts. When a new administration takes office, people who oppose it are frequently looking for a gathering place.
"I'll be tuning back in once the clown show starts," Aunallah said. "You have no choice. Whether or not you want to hear it, it's happening. If you care about your country, you have no choice but to pay attention."
But the ride may not be smooth. MSNBC's slide is steeper than it was in 2016; and there's some question about whether Trump opponents will want to be as engaged as they were during his first term. People are also unplugging from cable television in rates that are only getting more rapid, although MSNBC believes it has bucked this trend eating away at audiences before.
The poll indicates that Americans want less talk about politics from public figures in general. After an election season where endorsements from celebrities like Taylor Swift made headlines, the survey found that Americans are more likely to disapprove than approve of celebrities, large companies and professional athletes speaking out about politics.

    


Still, Gude is among those discovering other ways to get news to which he does want to pay attention, including on YouTube.
MSNBC is also in the middle of some corporate upheaval that raises questions about potential changes. Parent company Comcast announced last month that the cable network is among some properties that will spin off into a new company, which will give MSNBC new corporate leadership and cut its ties to NBC News.

    


Advice for networks who want to see the viewers return
Some of the Americans who have turned away from political news lately also had some advice for getting them engaged again.
Gude said, for example, that MSNBC will always have a hard-core audience of Trump haters. But if the network wants to expand its audience, "then you have to talk about issues, and you have to stop talking about Trump."
Kathleen Kendrick, a 36-year-old sales rep from Grand Junction, Colorado, who's a registered independent voter, said she hears plenty of people loudly spouting off about their political opinions on the job. She wants more depth when she watches the news. Much of what she sees is one-sided and shallow, she said.
"You get a story but only part of a story," Kendrick said. "It would be nice if you could get both sides, and more research."
Aunallah, similarly, is looking for more depth and variety. He's not interested "in watching the angry man on the corner yelling at me anymore," he said.
"It's kind of their own fault that I'm not watching," he said. "I felt they spent all this time talking about the election. They made it so much of their focus that when the main event ends, why would people want to keep watching?"
---
The poll of 1,251  adults was conducted Dec. 5-9, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for adults overall is plus or minus 3.7 percentage points.
---

Sanders reported from Washington. David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
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            An Israeli strike killed five Palestinian journalists outside a hospital in the Gaza Strip overnight, the Health Ministry said early Thursday. The Israeli military said it had targeted a group of militants. (Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            People on Thursday mourned eight Palestinians killed by Israeli military operations in and around the city of Tulkarem in the northern West Bank on Tuesday, according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. (AP video shot by Aref Tufaha; Production by Jalal Bwaitel)
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            Smoke rises from the area around the International Airport following an airstrike, as seen from Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. The Israeli military reported targeting infrastructure used by the Houthis at the Sanaa International Airport, as well as ports in Hodeida, Al-Salif, and Ras Qantib, along with power stations.(AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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            This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)
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            Relatives and friends mourn over the bodies of five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Locals stand next to a damaged building after the latest Israeli military operation, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Mourners cry while they take the last look at the body of a relative, one of eight Palestinians killed, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A mourner cries after taking a last look at the body of a relative, one of eight Palestinians killed, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A Palestinian killed during an Israeli army operation is buried in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 18 | 
            A mourner cries while she takes the last look at the body of a relative, one of eight Palestinians killed, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A woman reacts during the funeral of five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians, mostly journalists, gather around the bodies of five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City, at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A relative mourns over the body of one of the five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners react as they carry the bodies of five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A relative mourns over the body of one of the five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A boy walks along of a damaged street after the latest Israeli military operation, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Mourners carry the bodies of killed Palestinians, some wrapped with the Islamic Jihad flag, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Mourners carry the bodies of eight killed Palestinians, some are wrapped with the Islamic Jihad flag, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    People on Thursday mourned eight Palestinians killed by Israeli military operations in and around the city of Tulkarem in the northern West Bank on Tuesday, according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. (AP video shot by Aref Tufaha; Production by Jalal Bwaitel)
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            Smoke rises from the area around the International Airport following an airstrike, as seen from Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. The Israeli military reported targeting infrastructure used by the Houthis at the Sanaa International Airport, as well as ports in Hodeida, Al-Salif, and Ras Qantib, along with power stations.(AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)
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                                    Smoke rises from the area around the International Airport following an airstrike, as seen from Sanaa, Yemen, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. The Israeli military reported targeting infrastructure used by the Houthis at the Sanaa International Airport, as well as ports in Hodeida, Al-Salif, and Ras Qantib, along with power stations.(AP Photo/Osamah Abdulrahman)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 18 | 
            This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)
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            Relatives and friends mourn over the bodies of five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    Relatives and friends mourn over the bodies of five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Locals stand next to a damaged building after the latest Israeli military operation, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 18

                                    
                                    Locals stand next to a damaged building after the latest Israeli military operation, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Mourners cry while they take the last look at the body of a relative, one of eight Palestinians killed, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    Mourners cry while they take the last look at the body of a relative, one of eight Palestinians killed, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A mourner cries after taking a last look at the body of a relative, one of eight Palestinians killed, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    A mourner cries after taking a last look at the body of a relative, one of eight Palestinians killed, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A Palestinian killed during an Israeli army operation is buried in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    A Palestinian killed during an Israeli army operation is buried in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A mourner cries while she takes the last look at the body of a relative, one of eight Palestinians killed, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    A mourner cries while she takes the last look at the body of a relative, one of eight Palestinians killed, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A woman reacts during the funeral of five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians, mostly journalists, gather around the bodies of five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City, at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A relative mourns over the body of one of the five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    A relative mourns over the body of one of the five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners react as they carry the bodies of five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    Mourners react as they carry the bodies of five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A relative mourns over the body of one of the five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    A relative mourns over the body of one of the five Palestinian journalists who were killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City at the Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A boy walks along of a damaged street after the latest Israeli military operation, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    A boy walks along of a damaged street after the latest Israeli military operation, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Mourners carry the bodies of killed Palestinians, some wrapped with the Islamic Jihad flag, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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                                    Mourners carry the bodies of killed Palestinians, some wrapped with the Islamic Jihad flag, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 18 | 
            Mourners carry the bodies of eight killed Palestinians, some are wrapped with the Islamic Jihad flag, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    Mourners carry the bodies of eight killed Palestinians, some are wrapped with the Islamic Jihad flag, during their funeral following the withdrawal of the Israeli army, in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- A new round of Israeli airstrikes in Yemen on Thursday targeted the Houthi rebel-held capital of Sanaa and multiple ports, while the World Health Organization's director-general said the bombardment occurred nearby as he prepared to board a flight in Sanaa, with a crew member injured.
"The air traffic control tower, the departure lounge -- just a few meters from where we were -- and the runway were damaged," Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said on the social media platform X. 
He added that he and U.N. colleagues were safe. "We will need to wait for the damage to the airport to be repaired before we can leave," he said, without mentioning the source of the bombardment.
The Israeli strikes followed several days of Houthi launches setting off sirens in Israel. The Israeli military said it attacked infrastructure used by the Houthis at the international airport in Sanaa and ports in the cities of Hodeida, Al-Salif and Ras Qantib, along with power stations, asserting they were used to smuggle in Iranian weapons and for the entry of senior Iranian officials.

    


Israel's military didn't immediately respond to questions about Tedros' post but issued a statement saying it had "capabilities to strike very far from Israel's territory -- precisely, powerfully, and repetitively."




The strikes came a day after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that "the Houthis, too, will learn what Hamas and Hezbollah and Assad's regime and others learned" as his military has battled those more powerful proxies of Iran.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Iran-backed Houthis' media outlet confirmed the strikes in a Telegram post but gave no immediate details. The U.S. military also has targeted the Houthis in Yemen in recent days.
The United Nations has noted that the targeted ports are important entryways for humanitarian aid for Yemen, the poorest Arab nation that plunged into a civil war in 2014.

    


Over the weekend, 16 people were wounded when a Houthi missile hit a playground in the Israeli city of Tel Aviv. Last week, Israeli jets struck Sanaa and Hodeida, killing nine people, calling it a response to previous Houthi attacks. The Houthis also have been targeting shipping on the Red Sea corridor, calling it solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza.
The U.N. Security Council has scheduled an emergency meeting Monday in response to an Israeli request that the council condemn the Houthi attacks and Iran for supplying weapons to the rebels.
5 journalists killed in Gaza
Meanwhile, an Israeli strike killed five Palestinian journalists outside a hospital in the Gaza Strip overnight, the territory's Health Ministry said. The Israeli military said that all were militants posing as reporters.
The strike hit a car outside Al-Awda Hospital in the built-up Nuseirat refugee camp in central Gaza. The journalists were working for the local news outlet Al-Quds Today, a television channel affiliated with the Islamic Jihad militant group.
Islamic Jihad is a smaller and more extreme ally of Hamas and took part in the Oct. 7, 2023 attack in southern Israel, which ignited the war. The Israeli military identified four of the men as combat propagandists and said that intelligence, including a list of Islamic Jihad operatives found by soldiers in Gaza, had confirmed that all five were affiliated with the group.

    


Hamas, Islamic Jihad and other Palestinian militant groups operate political, media and charitable operations in addition to their armed wings.
Associated Press footage showed the incinerated shell of a van, with press markings visible on the back doors. Sobbing young men attended the funeral outside the hospital. The bodies were wrapped in shrouds, with blue press vests draped over them.
The Committee to Protect Journalists says more than 130 Palestinian reporters have been killed since the start of the war. Israel hasn't allowed foreign reporters to enter Gaza except on military embeds.
Israel has banned the pan-Arab Al Jazeera network and accused six of its Gaza reporters of being militants. The Qatar-based broadcaster denies the allegations and accuses Israel of trying to silence its war coverage, which has focused heavily on civilian casualties from Israeli military operations.

    


Another Israeli soldier killed
Separately, Israel's military said that a 35-year-old reserve soldier was killed during fighting in central Gaza early Thursday. A total of 389 soldiers have been killed in Gaza since the start of the ground operation more than a year ago.
The war began when Hamas-led militants stormed across the border in an attack on nearby army bases and farming communities. They killed around 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted around 250. About 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, at least a third believed to be dead.
Israel's air and ground offensive has killed more than 45,000 Palestinians, according to the Health Ministry. It says more than half the fatalities have been women and children, but doesn't say how many of the dead were fighters. Israel says it has killed more than 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.

    


The offensive has caused widespread destruction and driven around 90% of the population of 2.3 million from their homes. Hundreds of thousands are packed into squalid tent camps along the coast, with little protection from the cold, wet winter.
Also Thursday, people mourned eight Palestinians killed by Israeli military operations in and around the city of Tulkarem in the occupied West Bank on Tuesday, according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. The Israeli military said that it opened fire after militants attacked soldiers, and it was aware of uninvolved civilians who were harmed in the raid.
___

Shurafa reported from Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip. A previous version of this story was corrected to show that the name of the local news outlet is Al-Quds Today, not the Quds News Network.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            The entrance of a bomb shelter stands open in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A sign in Hebrew reading, "Warning, sprayed area, harvest forbidden," stands in a field of the Bahat winery in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Israeli flags fly next to a sign in Hebrew that reads, "The families of Ein Zivan with the families of the hostages," in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Elyaho Abo works at the Bahat winery in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A man waits to fuel up his motorbike in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A dog stands in a window in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            An Israeli soldier walks past a sign that reads "Ein Zivan" at the entrance to the kibbutz of the same name in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            People walk at the Merom Golan Volcano Resort inside the kibbutz of Meron Golan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Ali Abu Awad holds a cup of tea inside his house in Masada in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A restaurant that has been closed for some time sits empty in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Ofer Bahat sells a bottle of wine to Shlomo Benhaim at his Bahat winery in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Tractors are parked next to a mechanic shop in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Security cameras cover a pole at the entrance of the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A woman looks at wine bottles in the Bahat winery in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            The entrance of a bomb shelter stands open in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A sign in Hebrew reading, "Warning, sprayed area, harvest forbidden," stands in a field of the Bahat winery in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Israeli flags fly next to a sign in Hebrew that reads, "The families of Ein Zivan with the families of the hostages," in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Elyaho Abo works at the Bahat winery in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A man waits to fuel up his motorbike in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            An Israeli flag flies on top of the entrance of a bomb shelter in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            An Israeli soldier walks past a sign that reads "Ein Zivan" at the entrance to the kibbutz of the same name in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            People walk at the Merom Golan Volcano Resort inside the kibbutz of Meron Golan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Khaled Elshaer cooks at his restaurant in Masada in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Ali Abu Awad holds a cup of tea inside his house in Masada in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A restaurant that has been closed for some time sits empty in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                        EIN ZIVAN, Golan Heights (AP) -- A dry mountain wind whipped through a cluster of Israeli flags at the entrance of a kibbutz in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, where the tranquility belies the tumultuous events unfolding nearby.

Earlier this month, Syrian President Bashar Assad was ousted after nearly 25 years in power. Within hours, Israeli tanks rolled past a razor wire-reinforced fence into the Golan's demilitarized buffer zone in Syria, created as part of a 1974 ceasefire between the countries. Israel said it was a temporary move to secure its border.

Days later, the Israeli government approved Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's $11 million plan of financial incentives to double the population of Israeli settlers in the Golan Heights, which Israel seized from Syria in the 1967 Mideast war.

Israel will "continue to hold onto it, make it flourish and settle it," Netanyahu said.

    



The international community, with one exception, considers the Golan to be occupied Syrian territory, while the United Nations lists Israeli settlements there as illegal. In 2019, the United States became the only country to recognize Israel's 1981 annexation.

About 50,000 people currently live there, roughly half of them Israeli settlers and the other half Arab Druze, a religious minority spread among Syria, Lebanon, Israel and the Golan Heights.

In the towns and kibbutzim of the Golan, news of the plan to increase the number of settlers was met with a mixture of skepticism, excitement and shock. 


Too much growth, too fast?

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Paul Hecht, who at 42 has lived in the Golan nearly all his life, greeted the news with "mixed emotions, to be honest, because I love the Golan Heights the way it is. I'm kind of afraid that the place will be overpopulated but at the same time, of course, I want the place to advance."

The attraction is the rural way of life, the open spaces and the mountains, he explained. Doubling the population "sounds a bit extreme," especially if attempted in a short time frame, he said, noting the region needs infrastructure improvements -- notably to roads -- for its existing population before more people are brought in.

    



The Golan's economy relies heavily on farming and the hospitality industry. Previous government attempts to attract more settlers have had little success -- in large part because of a lack of job opportunities and the long distance from major cities. 

A well-publicized move in 2019 to name a Golan settlement after then-U.S. President Donald Trump failed to attract a major influx of residents.

But Hecht said he believed more Israelis could be tempted by a life in the Golan after Assad's fall.

"I think that will that will bring in a lot more people who want to come and live in the Golan Heights because of the sense of security that people will have here," he said. "And obviously the best view and the best nature in Israel."




The dream of a rural lifestyle

One such new settler could be Shlomo Benhaim, 60, who has been thinking of moving to the Golan for years. 

"It's my dream. If I will fulfill it, who knows," he said during a day trip with his wife to Ein Zivan, a kibbutz about two kilometers (1.2 miles) from the Syrian buffer zone. One of the oldest kibbutzim dating from the late 1960s, Ein Zivan has barely 500 residents today.

"I love the Golan. It's a unique area in Israel, very unique, with a lot of history, archaeology, modern history, a lot of memories," he said.





But moving wouldn't be easy. The area is popular with mainly Israeli tourists who come for the mountains and outdoor activities, but it's a roughly three-hour drive from urban centers with well-paying jobs like Tel Aviv.

On the other hand, there's also a good education system and no traffic jams.

"There's a lot of benefit to (life) in the Golan, and also a lot of negative things," he said.

In nearby Kibbutz Merom Golan, hotel manager Shefi Mod said that with tax breaks and cheap land, "I think the support of the government indeed can help people to come and live here."

Mod first came to the area as a soldier decades ago and liked it so much he moved here. But whether others will be tempted to follow suit is still unclear. 

    




Concern among the Druze

Many Golan Heights Druze consider themselves Syrians under occupation. While Israeli citizenship is open to them, most have not taken it and have Israeli residency permits instead. They have a complicated relationship with Israel.

"Whatever this government wants to do, it won't ask our permission," said Khaled Elshaer, a restaurant owner in the Druze village of Masada.

The plan to double the number of settlers left him "numb and shocked," he said.

He considers the Golan to be Syrian. But asked if he wanted it to be a part of Syria, he said no.

"I feel Golani. Neither Israeli nor Syrian," he said. "We are connected to the land, not to who will be president over it."

Local surgeon Ali Abu Awad stressed that the Golan Heights are "an essential part of Syria," and noted most of the local population with university degrees, including himself, had studied there.


He accused the Israeli government of apartheid-like discrimination against religious minorities, including his own, and said there was clear discrimination in access to higher education and preferential treatment to Jewish citizens of Israel. The country's Arab citizens often suffer from discrimination, despite official guarantees of equal civil rights. 

Abu Awad was dismissive of the government's plan to double the number of settlers.

"They can say what they want," he said. "But until now, they have said this before and they have failed."
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            Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh greets the crowd during an election campaign rally at Khumtai, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Saturday, March 29, 2014. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath, File)
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            Former Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh pays homage to former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi on his death anniversary in New Delhi, India, Thursday, May 21, 2015. (AP Photo/Saurabh Das, File)
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            Indian Prime Minster Manmohan Singh addresses a press conference, in New Delhi, India, Friday, Jan. 3, 2014. (AP Photo/Harish Tyagi, Pool, File)
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            Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, center, pays floral tributes at Rajghat, the memorial of Mahatma Gandhi, on his death anniversary in New Delhi, India, Monday, Jan. 30, 2014. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)
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            Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh speaks during the 68th session of the General Assembly at United Nations headquarters, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2013. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            In this Wednesday, May 21, 2014 file photo, outgoing Indian prime minister Manmohan Singh leaves after paying homage to former Indian prime minister Rajiv Gandhi on his death anniversary, in New Delhi, India. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)
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            Former Indian prime minister Manmohan Singh, center, gestures after a short meeting with the newly elected office bearers of "National Students' Union Of India" (NSUI), who called on him at his residence in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, March 17, 2015. (AP Photo/Tsering Topgyal, File)
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- India's former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, widely regarded as the architect of India's economic reform program and a landmark nuclear deal with the United States, has died. He was 92.
Singh was admitted to New Delhi's All India Institute of Medical Sciences late Thursday after his health deteriorated due to a "sudden loss of consciousness at home," the hospital said in a statement. 
"Resuscitative measures were started immediately at home. He was brought to the Medical Emergency" at 8:06 p,m., the hospital said, but "despite all efforts, he could not be revived and was declared dead at 9:51 PM." 
Singh was being treated for "age-related medical conditions," the statement said. 
A mild-mannered technocrat, Singh became one of India's longest-serving prime ministers for 10 years and earned a reputation as a man of great personal integrity. He was chosen to fill the role in 2004 by Sonia Gandhi, the widow of assassinated Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

    


But his sterling image was tainted by allegations of corruption against his ministers.
Singh was elected to a second term as prime minister from 2009-2014 that was clouded by financial scandals and corruption charges over the organization of the 2010 Commonwealth Games. This led to the Congress Party's crushing defeat in the 2014 national election by the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party under the leadership of Narendra Modi.


Singh adopted a low profile after relinquishing the post of prime minister.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Prime Minister Modi, who succeeded Singh in 2014, called him one of India's "most distinguished leaders" who rose from humble origins and left "a strong imprint on our economic policy over the years."

"As our Prime Minister, he made extensive efforts to improve people's lives," Modi said in a post on social platform X. He called Singh's interventions in Parliament as a lawmaker "insightful" and said "his wisdom and humility were always visible."
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, a part of Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (The Administration of Mangystau Region via AP)
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, Members of an investigation committee and local officials walk past the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 lying on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (The Administration of Mangystau Region via AP)
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            In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers work at the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            Azerbaijan's national flag at half-mast in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, is seen in the center of Baku, Azerbaijan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Aziz Karimov)
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            Los restos del avion Embraer 190 de Azerbaijan Airlines yacen en el suelo cerca del aeropuerto de Aktau, Kazajstan, miercoles 25 de diciembre de 2024. (AP foto/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            The wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            Azerbaijan's national flag at half-mast in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, is seen in front of a Government's building in the center of Baku, Azerbaijan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Aziz Karimov)
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            St. Petersburg Governor Alexander Beglov lays a bunch of flowers at the Consulate of Azerbaijan in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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            In this image taken from video released by the Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers transport wounded passengers from a medical plane after the Azerbaijani Airline crashed, near the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, upon their arrival at the Zhukovsky airport outside Moscow, Russia, on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            Flowers and portraits are placed at the Consulate of Azerbaijan in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, a part of Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (The Administration of Mangystau Region via AP)
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, Members of an investigation committee and local officials walk past the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 lying on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (The Administration of Mangystau Region via AP)
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            In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers work at the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            Azerbaijan's national flag at half-mast in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, is seen in the center of Baku, Azerbaijan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Aziz Karimov)
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            Los restos del avion Embraer 190 de Azerbaijan Airlines yacen en el suelo cerca del aeropuerto de Aktau, Kazajstan, miercoles 25 de diciembre de 2024. (AP foto/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            The wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            Azerbaijan's national flag at half-mast in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, is seen in front of a Government's building in the center of Baku, Azerbaijan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Aziz Karimov)
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            St. Petersburg Governor Alexander Beglov lays a bunch of flowers at the Consulate of Azerbaijan in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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            In this image taken from video released by the Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers transport wounded passengers from a medical plane after the Azerbaijani Airline crashed, near the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, upon their arrival at the Zhukovsky airport outside Moscow, Russia, on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            Flowers and portraits are placed at the Consulate of Azerbaijan in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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                                        An Azerbaijani airliner has crashed in Kazakhstan after being diverted, killing 38 of 67 people on board. Some experts alleged that the plane went down after being hit by Russian air defense systems. 
Some things to know about the crash and the speculation about a possible cause:
How did the plane crash?
Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 was en route from Azerbaijani capital Baku to the Russian city of Grozny in the North Caucasus on Wednesday when it was diverted for reasons that aren't fully clear yet. It crashed while making an attempt to land in Aktau, Kazakhstan, after flying east across the Caspian Sea.
The plane went down near the coast about 3 kilometers (around 2 miles) from Aktau. Cellphone footage circulating online appeared to show the aircraft making a steep descent before hitting the ground and exploding in a fireball. 
Rescuers have rushed 29 people who survived the crash to hospitals.

    


How did Azerbaijan react?
Azerbaijan observed a nationwide day of mourning on Thursday. National flags were lowered across the country, traffic across the country stopped at noon, and signals were sounded from ships and trains.
Speaking at a news conference Wednesday, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev said that the weather had forced the plane to change from its planned course.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
What do they say about a possible cause?
Kazakhstani, Azerbaijani and Russian authorities say they are investigating the crash. Embraer told The Associated Press in a statement that the company is "ready to assist all relevant authorities."
Russia's civil aviation authority, Rosaviatsia, said that preliminary information indicated that the pilots diverted to Aktau after a bird strike led to an emergency on board.
Some experts alleged that the holes seen in the plane's tail section pictured after the crash possibly indicate that it could have come under fire from Russian air defense systems fending off a Ukrainian drone attack.
Mark Zee of OPSGroup, which monitors the world's airspace and airports for risks, said that the analysis of the fragments of the crashed plane indicate with a 90-99% probability that it was hit by a surface-to-air missile 

    


Osprey Flight Solutions, an aviation security firm based in the United Kingdom, warned its clients that the "Azerbaijan Airlines flight was likely shot down by a Russian military air-defense system."
Osprey CEO Andrew Nicholson said that the company had issued more than 200 alerts regarding drone attacks and air defense systems in Russia during the war.
In Azerbaijan, Caliber online newpspaper claimed that the airliner was fired upon by a Russian Pantsyr-S air defense system as it was approaching Grozny. It questioned why Russian authorities failed to close the airport despite the drone attack in the area on Wednesday, and why they didn't allow the plane to land in Grozny or other Russian airports nearby after it was hit.
Asked Thursday about the claims that the plane had been fired upon by air defense assets, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters that "it would be wrong to make hypotheses before investigators make their verdict."

Officials in Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan have similarly avoided comment on a possible cause of the crash, saying it will be up to investigators to determine it.
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            People walk past the New York Stock Exchange on Nov. 26 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)
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            Construction workers frame a new single-family home on Dec. 6, 2024, in Owensboro, Ky. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            The Tesla Cybercab is shown at the AutoMobility LA Auto Show, on Nov. 21, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            A sign for a Nvidia office building is shown in Santa Clara, Calif., on Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- What a wonderful year 2024 has been for investors.
U.S. stocks ripped higher and carried the S&P 500 to records as the economy kept growing and the Federal Reserve began cutting interest rates. 
The year featured many familiar winners, such as Big Tech, which got even bigger as their stock prices kept growing. But it wasn't just Apple, Nvidia and the like. Bitcoin, gold and other investments also drove higher. 
Here's a look at some of the numbers that defined the year. All are as of Dec. 20.
1998
Remember when President Bill Clinton got impeached or when baseball's Mark McGwire hit his 70th home run against the Montreal Expos? That was the last time the U.S. stock market closed out a second straight year with a leap of at least 20%, something the S&P 500 is on track to do again this year. The index has climbed 24.3% so far this year, not including dividends, following last year's spurt of 24.2%. 

    


57
The number of all-time highs the S&P 500 has set so far this year. The first came early, on Jan. 19, when the index capped a two-year comeback from the swoon caused by high inflation and worries that high interest rates instituted by the Federal Reserve to combat it would create a recession. But the index was methodical through the rest of the year, setting a record in every month outside of April and August, according to S&P Dow Jones Indices. The latest came on Dec. 6. 




3
The number of times the Federal Reserve has cut its main interest rate this year from a two-decade high, offering some relief to the economy. Expectations for those cuts, along with hopes for more in 2025, were a big reason the U.S. stock market has been so successful this year. The 1 percentage point of cuts, though, is still short of the 1.5 percentage points that many traders were forecasting for 2024 at the start of the year. The Fed disappointed investors in December when it said it may cut rates just two more times in 2025, fewer than it had earlier expected. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
1,508
That's how many points the Dow Jones Industrial Average rose by the day after Election Day, as investors made bets on what Donald Trump's return to the White House will mean for the economy and the world. The more widely followed S&P 500 soared 2.5% for its best day in nearly two years. Aside from bitcoin, stocks of banks and smaller winners were also perceived to be big winners. The bump has since diminished amid worries that Trump's policies could also send inflation higher. 

    


$100,000 
The level that bitcoin topped to set a record above $108,000 this past month. It's been climbing as interest rates come down, and it got a particularly big boost following Trump's election. He's turned around and become a fan of crypto, and he's named a former regulator who's seen as friendly to digital currencies as the next chair of the Securities and Exchange Commission, replacing someone who critics said was overly aggressive in his oversight. Bitcoin was below $17,000 just two years ago following the collapse of crypto exchange FTX.
26.7%
Gold's rise for the year, as it also hit records and had as strong a run as U.S. stocks. Wars around the world have helped drive demand for investments seen as safe, such as gold. It's also benefited from the Fed's cut to interest rates. When bonds are paying less in interest, they pull away fewer potential buyers from gold, which pays investors nothing.

    


$420
It's a favorite number of Elon Musk, and it's also a threshold that Tesla's stock price passed in December as it set a record. The number has a long history among marijuana devotees, and Musk famously said in 2018 that he had secured funding to take Tesla private at $420 per share. Tesla soared this year, up from less than $250 at the start, in part because of expectations that Musk's close relationship with Trump could benefit the company. 
$91.2 billion
That's how much revenue Nvidia made in the nine months through Oct. 27, showing how the artificial-intelligence frenzy is creating mountains of cash. Nvidia's chips are driving much of the move into AI, and its revenue through the last nine months catapulted from less than $39 billion the year before. Such growth has boosted Nvidia's worth to more than $3 trillion in total. 

    


74%
GameStop's gain on May 13 after Keith Gill, better known as "Roaring Kitty," appeared online for the first time in three years to support the video game retailer's stock, which he helped rocket to unimaginable heights during the " meme stock craze " in 2021. Several other meme stocks also jumped following his post in May on the social platform X, including AMC Entertainment. Gill later disclosed a sizeable stake in the online pet products retailer Chewy, but he sold all of his holdings by late October. 
1.6%, 3.0% and 3.1%
That's how much the U.S. economy grew, at annualized seasonally adjusted rates, in each of the three first quarters of this year. Such growth blew past what many pessimists were expecting when inflation was topping 9% in the summer of 2022. The fear was that the medicine prescribed by the Fed to beat high inflation -- high interest rates -- would create a recession. Households at the lower end of the income spectrum in particular are feeling pain now, as they contend with still-high prices. But the overall economy has remained remarkably resilient. 

    


20.1% 
This is the vacancy rate for U.S. office buildings -- an all-time high -- through the first three quarters of 2024, according to data from Moody's. The fact the rate held steady for most of the year was something of a win for office building owners, given that it had marched up steadily from 16.8% in the fourth quarter of 2019. Demand for office space weakened as the pandemic led to the popularization of remote work. 
3.73 million

That's the total number of previously occupied homes sold nationally through the first 11 months of 2024. Sales would have to surge 20% year-over-year in December for 2024's home sales to match the 4.09 million existing homes sold in 2023, a nearly 30-year low. The U.S. housing market has been in a sales slump dating back to 2022, when mortgage rates began to climb from pandemic-era lows. A shortage of homes for sale and elevated mortgage rates have discouraged many would-be homebuyers. 
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Holiday shoppers increased spending by 3.8% despite higher prices
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                    A shopper looks at handbags at Macy's department store on Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Anne D'Innocenzio, File)
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                                        Sales rose this year during the holiday shopping season even as Americans wrestled with elevated prices for many groceries and other necessities, according to new data.
Holiday sales from the beginning of November through Christmas Eve climbed 3.8%, outpacing the 3.1% increase from a year earlier, according to Mastercard SpendingPulse, which tracks all kinds of payments including cash and debit cards. The last five days of the season accounted for 10% of the spending. 
This year, retailers were even more under the gun to get shoppers in to buy early and in bulk since there were five fewer days between Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
Michelle Meyer, chief economist at Mastercard Economics Institute, said the holiday shopping season "revealed a consumer who is willing and able to spend but driven by a search for value" as seen by concentrated online spending during the biggest promotional periods.

    


Sales growth was higher than the 3.2% increase Mastercard SpendingPulse had projected this fall. The data released Thursday excludes the automotive industry and is not adjusted for inflation.
Clothing sales rose 3.6%, with most of the growth being fueled by online shopping. Spending on restaurants, and sales of electronics and jewelry also grew. Online sales jumped 6.7% from a year ago and in-person spending rose 2.9%. 




Consumer spending accounts for nearly 70% of U.S. economic activity and economists carefully monitor how Americans use their money, particularly during the holidays, to gauge how they're feeling financially.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The most recent government data on consumer spending, released on Dec. 17, showed shoppers stepped up activity at retail stores last month. But auto dealer sales drove most of those gains as huge storms created a need for new cars in parts of the southeast slammed by Hurricane Helene in October. Big discounts at many retail chains also attracted shoppers. 

    


But the report also hinted at some consumer caution as sales at grocery stores, clothing shops, and restaurants fell. Outside of car dealers and online retailers, sales gains were modest. 
Retailers felt more pressure this year due to the shorter holiday shopping period, and also from a presidential election that captured the attention of many consumers. Sales of general merchandise slid 9% in the two weeks ended Nov. 9, according to Circana, a market research group. Sales have been rebounding but stores will have to make up for those losses.
A broader picture of how Americans are spending their money arrives next month when the National Retail Federation, the nation's largest retail trade group, releases its combined two-month statistics based on November-December sales figures from the Commerce Department.
The group expects that shoppers will have made $979.5 billion to $989 billion worth of purchases in November and December, which would represent a 2.5%-3.5% increase over the same two-month period a year ago. That would be a slower rate than the 3.9% increase from holiday 2023 over holiday 2022 season.

Overall, retailers had a decent start to the unofficial kickoff to the holiday shopping period despite lots of discounts that started as early as October.
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Pope Francis inaugurated his Holy Year at Rome's main prison on Thursday, bringing a message of hope to inmates and involving them in the Catholic Church's once every quarter-century celebration that is expected to bring about 32 million pilgrims to Rome.
Francis stood up from his wheelchair, knocked on the door to the chapel at Rebibbia prison and walked across the threshold, reenacting the gesture he performed at the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica two nights earlier on Christmas Eve. 
The opening of the Holy Door at the basilica officially kicked off the Jubilee year, a church tradition dating to 1300 that nowadays occurs every 25 years and involves the faithful coming to Rome on pilgrimages. 
"The first Holy Door I opened at Christmas in St. Peter's. I wanted the second one to be here, in a prison," Francis told the Rebibbia inmates before he entered. "I wanted each of us here, inside and out, to have the possibility of throwing open the door of our hearts and understanding that hope doesn't disappoint."

    


Francis dedicated the 2025 Jubilee to hope and made clear that prisoners would be an important part of it: The final grand event of the Jubilee is a special Mass for inmates at St. Peter's on Dec. 14, 2025. Francis has long made prison ministry an important part of his priestly vocation and has made several visits to Rebibbia since becoming pope in 2013 while also including prison visits in many of his foreign trips.




His message is always one of hope, believing that people who are serving prison sentences need something to look forward to more than most. That is especially true in Italy, where prison overcrowding and inmate suicides are at record highs, according to the Antigone Association, which tracks prison conditions.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
According to Antigone's 2024 report, 88 prisoners killed themselves in Italian lockups this year -- more than any other year -- and Italy's inmate population was 132% over the system's capacity. 

    


In a statement Thursday, Antigone called on Italian authorities to hear Francis' appeal to give prisoners hope. It called for structural reforms that put into practice the constitutional principles of "a punishment that is dignified, humane and looks to the social reintegration of those who are in prison."
In his homily, Francis suggested the prisoners think of hope as an anchor that is fixed on the ground and that they try to hold tight to the rope that is attached to it, even if it sometimes hurts their hands.
"Hold onto the rope of hope, hold onto the anchor," Francis said. "Never let it go."
Speaking to reporters outside, Francis recalled that whenever he speaks to prisoners, the first thing he always asks himself is "why them and not me."
"Because we all can fall, the important thing is to not lose hope, to hold onto that anchor of hope," he said.
Back at the Vatican for his noon blessing, Francis called prison "a cathedral of pain and hope" as he repeated his message. He also doubled down on his 2025 wish for peace in the world and for wealthy countries to reduce or eliminate the debt owed by poorer countries.

    


"One of the things that characterizes Jubilees is the remission of debts," Francis said, calling the debts owed by many poor countries simply "unsustainable." 
Francis' outing to Rebibbia on a frigid morning was his final big event of the week after he celebrated Christmas Eve Mass on Tuesday evening at St. Peter's Basilica and delivered his Christmas Day blessing from the loggia overlooking the square. 
The 88-year-old pope, who often suffers from respiratory infections in winter, has a few days to rest before gearing up for the New Year's Eve vigil and Mass the following day.
With the St. Peter's Holy Door now open to the public, a steady stream of pilgrims was filing into the basilica, a pace that is expected to continue through next year until the door closes on Jan. 6, 2026.
Francis' 2025 involves a dizzying calendar of Jubilee events that will sorely test his stamina, with special Jubilee Masses for all the main groups of pilgrims who are being celebrated during the year: Adolescents, migrants, teachers and law enforcement, among others. 
So far, he has only one foreign trip under study: A May visit to Turkey to commemorate the 1,700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea, Christianity's first ecumenical council.

    


___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            The home of the late Amada Cardenas, who was one of the first federally licensed peyote dealers, alongside her husband, to harvest and sell the sacramental plant to followers of the Native American Church, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Mirando City, Texas. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            An image of Our Lady of Guadalupe hangs on the door of the late Amada Cardenas' home, who was one of the first federally licensed peyote dealers, alongside her husband, to harvest and sell the sacramental plant to followers of the Native American Church, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Photos of the late Amada Cardenas, who was one of the first federally licensed peyote dealers, alongside her husband, to harvest and sell the sacramental plant to followers of the Native American Church, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            A structure used for Native American Church ceremony on the property of the late Amada Cardenas, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Offerings surround a group of peyote plants at the home of the late Amada Cardenas, who was one of the first federally licensed peyote dealers, alongside her husband, to harvest and sell the sacramental plant to followers of the Native American Church, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Peyote, a cactus containing the hallucinogen, mescaline, grows at the former home of Amada Cardenas, who was one of the first federally licensed peyote dealers, alongside her husband, to harvest and sell the sacramental plant to followers of the Native American Church, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Photos of the late Amada Cardenas and her husband, who were the first federally licensed peyote dealers to harvest and sell the sacramental plant to followers of the Native American Church, hang in her home in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Peyote, a cactus containing the hallucinogen, mescaline, grows at the home of the late Amada Cardenas, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Property of the late Amada Cardenas, who was one of the first federally licensed peyote dealers, alongside her husband, to harvest and sell the sacramental plant to followers of the Native American Church, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Photos of the late Amada Cardenas, who was one of the first federally licensed peyote dealers, alongside her husband, to harvest and sell the sacramental plant to followers of the Native American Church, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            A structure used for Native American Church ceremony on the property of the late Amada Cardenas, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Offerings surround a group of peyote plants at the home of the late Amada Cardenas, who was one of the first federally licensed peyote dealers, alongside her husband, to harvest and sell the sacramental plant to followers of the Native American Church, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Peyote, a cactus containing the hallucinogen, mescaline, grows at the former home of Amada Cardenas, who was one of the first federally licensed peyote dealers, alongside her husband, to harvest and sell the sacramental plant to followers of the Native American Church, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Photos of the late Amada Cardenas and her husband, who were the first federally licensed peyote dealers to harvest and sell the sacramental plant to followers of the Native American Church, hang in her home in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Peyote, a cactus containing the hallucinogen, mescaline, grows at the home of the late Amada Cardenas, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Property of the late Amada Cardenas, who was one of the first federally licensed peyote dealers, alongside her husband, to harvest and sell the sacramental plant to followers of the Native American Church, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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                                        MIRANDO CITY, Texas (AP) -- The late Amada Cardenas was called many things -- the "angel of peyote," the "peyote rose" or simply "Grandma Amada."
The beloved Mexican American peyotera -- who was the first authorized dealer of peyote in the United States -- not only played a vital role in the history of the peyote trade, but was also revered as an elder and healer by Native American peyote people.
Her home still stands in the heart of Mirando City, a tiny South Texas border town 30 miles east of Laredo with a population under 200, as a shrine and museum that holds her legacy. It's in an area Native Americans call the peyote gardens because the spineless cactus containing the hallucinogen mescaline, a plant they hold sacred, only grows naturally in this region and in northern Mexico.
Cardenas, a native of this land who grew up in a community where Catholicism was the way of life, learned the peyote trade at an early age from her father. She and her husband, Claudio Cardenas Sr., were the first federally licensed peyote dealers who harvested and sold the sacramental plant to Native American Church members in the 1930s. After her husband's death in 1967, she continued to welcome generations of church members to her home until her death in 2005, just before her 101st birthday. 

    


Her biographer and peyote researcher, anthropologist Stacy B. Schaefer, wrote that the Cardenases got into legal hot water with state and federal government officials over how peyote laws were interpreted and implemented for most of the 20th century. Schaefer says they stood strong in their support of Native Americans' rights to acquire and use peyote in religious ceremonies, risking prosecution and incarceration for doing so.




In 1957, Claudio and Amada Cardenas were appointed Texas delegates-at-large for the Native American Church of North America. In 1987, Amada Cardenas was appointed as an officer of the Native American Church of the United States.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Her home's living room, which has welcomed thousands of guests over decades, is now filled with framed family photos and gifts from the peyote people she hosted. The dressers in the bedroom hold hundreds of handwritten letters from Native people asking for her prayers, blessings or thanking her for having them over for a harvest or ceremony. 

    


Cristala Allen, who is Caddo and visited Cardenas often in the 1990s, said Cardenas had a holy presence.
"The love was palpable every time I visited," she said. "She lived in a humble little house. But she welcomed everyone. Tibetan monks have been out to visit her. It's a vibration. When you go to that land, you can feel it."
Allen said Cardenas is "the matriarch of the Native American Church."
"Amada was living where the medicine grows and thrives," she said. "She's cutting medicine, squeezing the peyote juice and it goes into your body and bloodstream. It's like she became the embodiment of it."
Sandor Iron Rope, an Oglala Lakota spiritual leader and president of the Native American Church of South Dakota, said Cardenas was a living representation of the words "love, faith, hope and charity," written like mantras in her home. They are some of the core values of the church.

    


"She wanted everybody to get along and for Native people to have access to peyote," he said. "She wanted to bring peyote back to our people, for healing."
Sky Groove, who takes care of the property, said he became familiar with the area in the 1990s and met Cardenas from whom he learned some of the Spanish peyote songs she sang during ceremonies. He remembers and sings this one: "Manana, manana, venga la manana," which means "the morning comes."
"She was a very deep person," said Groove, who is not Native American, but has been associated with the Native American Church for decades. "She lived around the medicine all her life. There is a certain amount of magic in the medicine that is impossible to describe. They say it's the peyote spirit. Amada knew it was there."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            This photo provided by Rajavartiosto (Finnish Border Guard) on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024, shows the oil tanker Eagle S, background, and the Finnish Border Guard ship Turva at sea outside Porkkalanniemi, Finland. The Eagle S was sailing at the same time in the area where the Finland-Estonia electrical link was disrupted on Wednesday. (Rajavartiosto via AP)
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            This photo provided by Rajavartiosto (Finnish Border Guard) on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024, shows the oil tanker Eagle S at sea outside Porkkalanniemi, Finland. The Eagle S was sailing at the same time in the area where the Finland-Estonia electrical link was disrupted on Wednesday. (Rajavartiosto via AP)
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            Finnish National Police Comissioner Ilkka Koskim'ki attends a press conference in Helsinki, Finland, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024, investigating the electricity transmission between Finland and Estonia through the Estlink 2 connection which was cut on Christmas Day, according to Finnish grid operator Fingrid. (Jussi Nukari/Lehtikuva via AP)
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            Finnish Prime Minister Petteri Orpo attends a press conference in Helsinki, Finland, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024, as police investigating the electricity transmission between Finland and Estonia through the Estlink 2 connection which was cut on Christmas Day, according to Finnish grid operator Fingrid. (Jussi Nukari/Lehtikuva via AP)
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                                        FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) -- Finnish authorities detained a ship linked to neighboring Russia as they investigate whether it damaged a Baltic Sea power cable and several data cables, police said, in the latest incident involving disruption of key infrastructure.
Finnish police and border guards boarded the vessel, the Eagle S, early Thursday and took over the command bridge, Helsinki Police Chief Jari Liukku told a news conference. The vessel was being held in Finnish territorial waters, police said.
The Eagle S is flagged in the Cook Islands, but was described by Finnish customs officials and the European Union's executive commission as part of Russia's shadow fleet of fuel tankers. Those are aging vessels with obscure ownership, acquired to evade Western sanctions amid the war in Ukraine and operating without Western-regulated insurance. Russia's use of the vessels has raised environmental concerns about accidents given their age and uncertain insurance coverage.

    


The Eagle S's anchor is suspected of causing damage to the cable, Yle television reported, relying on police statements.
The EU's foreign policy chief, Kaja Kallas, said in a statement that the incident was "the latest in a series of suspected attacks on critical infrastructure" and commended the Finnish authorities "for their swift action in boarding the suspected vessel."




The ship "is part of Russia's shadow fleet, which threatens security and the environment, while funding Russia's war budget," said Kallas, a former Estonian prime minister. "We will propose further measures, including sanctions, to target this fleet."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Estlink-2 power cable, which brings electricity from Finland to Estonia across the Baltic Sea, went down on Wednesday. The incident follows damage to two data cables and the Nord Stream gas pipelines, both of which have been termed sabotage.
The Estonian government met in emergency session over the incident. The shadow tankers "are helping Russia to earn funds that will aid Russian hybrid attacks," Prime Minister Kristen Michal said at a news conference. "We need to improve the monitoring and protection of critical infrastructure both on land and on sea." 

    


He said repairs to the cable could take as long as seven months. 
Latvian Prime Minister Evika Silina said she was in close touch with Michal and Finnish Prime Minister Petteri Orpo. "Our armed forces have strengthened surveillance and are monitoring the situation," she said on X. "The Baltic states currently have sufficient energy production capacity, although we are challenged by the Baltic Sea cable incidents."
Two data cables -- one running between Finland and Germany and the other between Lithuania and Sweden -- were severed in November. Germany's defense minister said officials had to assume the incident was "sabotage," but he didn't provide evidence or say who might have been responsible. The remark came during a speech in which he discussed hybrid warfare threats from Russia.
The Nord Stream pipelines that once brought natural gas from Russia to Germany were damaged by underwater explosions in September 2022. Authorities have said the cause was sabotage and launched criminal investigations.

Estonian network operator Elering says there is enough spare capacity to meet power needs on the Estonian side, public broadcaster ERR said on its website.
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            Makenzie Gilkison stands in the main lobby at Greenfield Central High School, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Greenfield, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Makenzie Gilkison walks down the hallway at Greenfield Central High School, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Greenfield, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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                                        For Makenzie Gilkison, spelling is such a struggle that a word like rhinoceros might come out as "rineanswsaurs" or sarcastic as "srkastik." 
The 14-year-old from suburban Indianapolis can sound out words, but her dyslexia makes the process so draining that she often struggles with comprehension. "I just assumed I was stupid," she recalled of her early grade school years. 
But assistive technology powered by artificial intelligence has helped her keep up with classmates. Last year, Makenzie was named to the National Junior Honor Society. She credits a customized AI-powered chatbot, a word prediction program and other tools that can read for her. 
"I would have just probably given up if I didn't have them," she said.
Artificial intelligence holds the promise of helping countless other students with a range of visual, speech, language and hearing impairments to execute tasks that come easily to others. Schools everywhere have been wrestling with how and where to incorporate AI, but many are fast-tracking applications for students with disabilities. 

    


Getting the latest technology into the hands of students with disabilities is a priority for the U.S. Education Department, which has told schools they must consider whether students need tools like text-to-speech and alternative communication devices. New rules from the Department of Justice also will require schools and other government entities to make apps and online content accessible to those with disabilities. 




There is concern about how to ensure students using it -- including those with disabilities -- are still learning. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Students can use artificial intelligence to summarize jumbled thoughts into an outline, summarize complicated passages, or even translate Shakespeare into common English. And computer-generated voices that can read passages for visually impaired and dyslexic students are becoming less robotic and more natural. 

    


"I'm seeing that a lot of students are kind of exploring on their own, almost feeling like they've found a cheat code in a video game," said Alexis Reid, an educational therapist in the Boston area who works with students with learning disabilities. But in her view, it is far from cheating: "We're meeting students where they are."
Ben Snyder, a 14-year-old freshman from Larchmont, New York, who was recently diagnosed with a learning disability, has been increasingly using AI to help with homework.
"Sometimes in math, my teachers will explain a problem to me, but it just makes absolutely no sense," he said. "So if I plug that problem into AI, it'll give me multiple different ways of explaining how to do that."
He likes a program called Question AI. Earlier in the day, he asked the program to help him write an outline for a book report -- a task he completed in 15 minutes that otherwise would have taken him an hour and a half because of his struggles with writing and organization. But he does think using AI to write the whole report crosses a line. 
"That's just cheating," Ben said. 
Schools have been trying to balance the technology's benefits against the risk that it will do too much. If a special education plan sets reading growth as a goal, the student needs to improve that skill. AI can't do it for them, said Mary Lawson, general counsel at the Council of the Great City Schools.

    


But the technology can help level the playing field for students with disabilities, said Paul Sanft, director of a Minnesota-based center where families can try out different assistive technology tools and borrow devices. 
"There are definitely going to be people who use some of these tools in nefarious ways. That's always going to happen," Sanft said. "But I don't think that's the biggest concern with people with disabilities, who are just trying to do something that they couldn't do before."
Another risk is that AI will track students into less rigorous courses of study. And, because it is so good at identifying patterns, AI might be able to figure out a student has a disability. Having that disclosed by AI and not the student or their family could create ethical dilemmas, said Luis Perez, the disability and digital inclusion lead at CAST, formerly the Center for Applied Specialized Technology.

    


Schools are using the technology to help students who struggle academically, even if they do not qualify for special education services. In Iowa, a new law requires students deemed not proficient -- about a quarter of them -- to get an individualized reading plan. As part of that effort, the state's education department spent $3 million on an AI-driven personalized tutoring program. When students struggle, a digital avatar intervenes.
More AI tools are coming soon.
The U.S. National Science Foundation is funding AI research and development. One firm is developing tools to help children with speech and language difficulties. Called the National AI Institute for Exceptional Education, it is headquartered at the University of Buffalo, which did pioneering work on handwriting recognition that helped the U.S. Postal Service save hundreds of millions of dollars by automating processing.

    


"We are able to solve the postal application with very high accuracy. When it comes to children's handwriting, we fail very badly," said Venu Govindaraju, the director of the institute. He sees it as an area that needs more work, along with speech-to-text technology, which isn't as good at understanding children's voices, particularly if there is a speech impediment. 
Sorting through the sheer number of programs developed by education technology companies can be a time-consuming challenge for schools. Richard Culatta, CEO of the International Society for Technology in Education, said the nonprofit launched an effort this fall to make it easier for districts to vet what they are buying and ensure it is accessible. 
Makenzie wishes some of the tools were easier to use. Sometimes a feature will inexplicably be turned off, and she will be without it for a week while the tech team investigates. The challenges can be so cumbersome that some students resist the technology entirely.
But Makenzie's mother, Nadine Gilkison, who works as a technology integration supervisor at Franklin Township Community School Corporation in Indiana, said she sees more promise than downside. 
In September, her district rolled out chatbots to help special education students in high school. She said teachers, who sometimes struggled to provide students the help they needed, became emotional when they heard about the program. Until now, students were reliant on someone to help them, unable to move ahead on their own.
"Now we don't need to wait anymore," she said. 
___
This story corrects that Perez works for CAST, formerly the Center for Applied Specialized Technology, not the Center for Accessible Technology.

The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            Azerbaijan on Thursday observed a nationwide day of mourning for the victims of the air crash that killed 38 people and left all 29 survivors injured as speculation mounted about a possible cause of the crash that remained unknown.
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            A special Russian Ministry of Emergency Situations flight carrying nine Kazakhstan plane crash survivors, including a child, landed early on Thursday at Zhukovsky airport outside Moscow.
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            The Russian Emergency Ministry evacuated survivors of a plane crash in Kazakhstan on Wednesday. Nine Russian nationals, including one child, were brought from Aktau to Moscow by a special flight.
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            Kazakhstan officials said 38 people have died after an Azerbaijani airliner crashed Wednesday near the Kazakh city of Aktau.
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (The Administration of Mangystau Region via AP)
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            Azerbaijan's national flag at half-mast in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, is seen in the center of Baku, Azerbaijan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Aziz Karimov)
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, a part of Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (The Administration of Mangystau Region via AP)
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            Los restos del avion Embraer 190 de Azerbaijan Airlines yacen en el suelo cerca del aeropuerto de Aktau, Kazajstan, miercoles 25 de diciembre de 2024. (AP foto/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers work at the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers work at the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this image released by the Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers prepare to carry a wounded passenger near the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, Thursday, Dec. 26 , 2024, after a plane of Azerbaijani Airline crashed. (Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this image released by the Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers carry a wounded passenger near the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, Thursday, Dec. 26 , 2024, after a plane of Azerbaijani Airline crashed. (Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this image taken from video released by the Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers transport wounded passengers from a medical plane after the Azerbaijani Airline crashed, near the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, upon their arrival at the Zhukovsky airport outside Moscow, Russia, on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            Flowers and portraits are placed at the Consulate of Azerbaijan in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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            St. Petersburg Governor Alexander Beglov lays a bunch of flowers at the Consulate of Azerbaijan in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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            In this photo provided by Azerbaijan's Presidential Press Office, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev holds a meeting in Baku, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024 following an Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 plane crash. (Azerbaijani Presidential Press Office via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Azerbaijan mourns air crash victims as some experts say Russia air defense damaged the plane

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 16

                                    
                                    Azerbaijan on Thursday observed a nationwide day of mourning for the victims of the air crash that killed 38 people and left all 29 survivors injured as speculation mounted about a possible cause of the crash that remained unknown.
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                                    A special Russian Ministry of Emergency Situations flight carrying nine Kazakhstan plane crash survivors, including a child, landed early on Thursday at Zhukovsky airport outside Moscow.
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                                    The Russian Emergency Ministry evacuated survivors of a plane crash in Kazakhstan on Wednesday. Nine Russian nationals, including one child, were brought from Aktau to Moscow by a special flight.
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                                    Kazakhstan officials said 38 people have died after an Azerbaijani airliner crashed Wednesday near the Kazakh city of Aktau.
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (The Administration of Mangystau Region via AP)
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                                    In this photo taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (The Administration of Mangystau Region via AP)
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            Azerbaijan's national flag at half-mast in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, is seen in the center of Baku, Azerbaijan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Aziz Karimov)
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                                    Azerbaijan's national flag at half-mast in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, is seen in the center of Baku, Azerbaijan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Aziz Karimov)
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, a part of Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (The Administration of Mangystau Region via AP)
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                                    In this photo taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, a part of Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (The Administration of Mangystau Region via AP)
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            Los restos del avion Embraer 190 de Azerbaijan Airlines yacen en el suelo cerca del aeropuerto de Aktau, Kazajstan, miercoles 25 de diciembre de 2024. (AP foto/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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                                    Los restos del avion Embraer 190 de Azerbaijan Airlines yacen en el suelo cerca del aeropuerto de Aktau, Kazajstan, miercoles 25 de diciembre de 2024. (AP foto/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers work at the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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                                    In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers work at the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers work at the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 16

                                    
                                    In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers work at the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this image released by the Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers prepare to carry a wounded passenger near the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, Thursday, Dec. 26 , 2024, after a plane of Azerbaijani Airline crashed. (Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this image released by the Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers carry a wounded passenger near the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, Thursday, Dec. 26 , 2024, after a plane of Azerbaijani Airline crashed. (Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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                                    In this image released by the Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers carry a wounded passenger near the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, Thursday, Dec. 26 , 2024, after a plane of Azerbaijani Airline crashed. (Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this image taken from video released by the Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers transport wounded passengers from a medical plane after the Azerbaijani Airline crashed, near the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, upon their arrival at the Zhukovsky airport outside Moscow, Russia, on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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                                    In this image taken from video released by the Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service, rescuers transport wounded passengers from a medical plane after the Azerbaijani Airline crashed, near the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, upon their arrival at the Zhukovsky airport outside Moscow, Russia, on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Russian Emergency Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            Flowers and portraits are placed at the Consulate of Azerbaijan in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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                                    Flowers and portraits are placed at the Consulate of Azerbaijan in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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            St. Petersburg Governor Alexander Beglov lays a bunch of flowers at the Consulate of Azerbaijan in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 16

                                    
                                    St. Petersburg Governor Alexander Beglov lays a bunch of flowers at the Consulate of Azerbaijan in the memory of victims of the Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 that crashed near the Kazakhstan's airport of Aktau, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 16 | 
            In this photo provided by Azerbaijan's Presidential Press Office, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev holds a meeting in Baku, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024 following an Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 plane crash. (Azerbaijani Presidential Press Office via AP)
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                                        Azerbaijan on Thursday observed a nationwide day of mourning for the victims of the plane crash that killed 38 people and left all 29 survivors injured as speculation mounted about a possible cause of the disaster, with some experts saying that the airliner was damaged by Russian air defense fire.
Azerbaijan Airlines' Embraer 190 was en route from Azerbaijan's capital of Baku to the Russian city of Grozny in the North Caucasus on Wednesday when it was diverted for reasons yet unclear and crashed while making an attempt to land in Aktau in Kazakhstan after flying east across the Caspian Sea.
The plane went down about 3 kilometers (around 2 miles) from Aktau. Cellphone footage circulating online appeared to show the aircraft making a steep descent before smashing into the ground in a fireball. Other footage showed part of its fuselage ripped away from the wings and the rest of the aircraft lying upside down in the grass. 

    


As the official crash investigation started, theories abounded about a possible cause, with some experts alleging that holes seen in the plane's tail section possibly indicate that it could have come under fire from Russian air defense systems fending off a Ukrainian drone attack.




Ukrainian drones had previously attacked Grozny, the provincial capital of the Russian republic of Chechnya, and other regions in the country's North Caucasus. An official in Chechnya said another drone attack on the region was fended off on Wednesday, although federal authorities didn't report it.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On Thursday, national flags were lowered across Azerbaijan, traffic across the country stopped at noon, and signals sounded from ships and trains as the country observed a nationwide moment of silence.
Speaking at a news conference Wednesday, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev said that it was too soon to speculate on the reasons behind the crash, but said that the weather had forced the plane to change from its planned course.

    


"The information provided to me is that the plane changed its course between Baku and Grozny due to worsening weather conditions and headed to Aktau airport, where it crashed upon landing," he said.
Russia's civil aviation authority, Rosaviatsia, said that preliminary information indicated that the pilots diverted to Aktau after a bird strike led to an emergency on board. 
According to Kazakh officials, those aboard the plane included 42 Azerbaijani citizens, 16 Russian nationals, six Kazakhs and three Kyrgyzstan nationals. Russia's Emergencies Ministry on Thursday flew nine Russian survivors to Moscow for treatment.
Mark Zee of OPSGroup, which monitors the world's airspace and airports for risks, said that the analysis of the images of fragments of the crashed plane indicate that it was almost certainly hit by a surface-to-air missile, or SAM. 
"Much more to investigate, but at high level we'd put the probability of it being a SAM attack on the aircraft at being well into the 90-99% bracket," he said.
Osprey Flight Solutions, an aviation security firm based in the United Kingdom, warned its clients that the "Azerbaijan Airlines flight was likely shot down by a Russian military air-defense system." Osprey provides analysis for carriers still flying into Russia after Western airlines halted their flights during the war.

    


Osprey CEO Andrew Nicholson said that the company had issued more than 200 alerts regarding drone attacks and air defense systems in Russia during the war.
"This incident is a stark reminder of why we do what we do," Nicholson wrote online. "It is painful to know that despite our efforts, lives were lost in a way that could have been avoided."
Caliber, an Azerbaijani news website, claimed that the airliner was fired upon by a Russian Pantsyr-S air defense system as it was approaching Grozny. It questioned why Russian authorities failed to close the airport despite the apparent drone raid in the area. Khamzat Kadyrov, head of Chechnya's Security Council, said that air defenses downed drones attacking the region on Wednesday.

    


Caliber also asked why Russian authorities didn't allow the plane to make an emergency landing in Grozny or other Russian airports nearby after it was hit.
Asked about the claims that the plane had been fired upon by air defense assets, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters that "it would be wrong to make hypotheses before investigators make their verdict."
Kazakhstan's parliamentary Speaker Maulen Ashimbayev also warned against rushing to conclusions based on pictures of the plane's fragments, describing the allegations of air defense fire as unfounded and "unethical." 

Other officials in Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan have similarly avoided comment on a possible cause of the crash, saying it will be up to investigators to determine it.
___
Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, and Aida Sultanova in London, contributed to this report.
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6,000 inmates escape from a high-security prison in Mozambique amid post-election violence

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Mozambique's police chief has said that at least 6,000 inmates have escaped from a high-security prison in the capital on Christmas Day after a rebellion, as widespread post-election riots and violence continue to engulf the country. (AP video by Lurdes Magaia)
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                                        MAPUTO, Mozambique. (AP) -- At least 6,000 inmates escaped from a high-security prison in Mozambique's capital on Christmas Day after a rebellion, the country's police chief said, as widespread post-election riots and violence continue to engulf the country.
Thirty-three prisoners died and 15 others were injured during a confrontation with the security forces, the police chief Bernardino Rafael added. 
The prisoners fled during violent protests, that have seen police cars, stations and general public infrastructure destroyed after the country's Constitutional Council confirmed the ruling Frelimo party as the winner of the Oct.9 elections.
The escape from the Maputo Central Prison, located 14 km southwest of the capital, started around midday Wednesday after "agitation" by a "group of subversive protesters" nearby, Rafael said, adding that prisoners at the facility snatched weapons from prison warders and started freeing other detainees. 

    


"A curious fact is that in that prison we had 29 convicted terrorists, who they released. We are worried, as a country, as Mozambicans, as members of the defense and security forces," said Rafael.




"They (protestors) were making noise demanding that they be able to remove the prisoners who are there serving their sentences", said Rafael, adding that the protests led to the collapse of a wall, allowing the prisoners to flee.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He called for the voluntary surrender of the escaped prisoners and for the population to be informed about the fugitives.
Videos circulating on social media show the moment inmates left the prison, while other recordings reveal captures made by military personnel and prison guards. Many prisoners tried to hide in homes, but some were unsuccessful and ended up being detained.

One prisoner still with handcuffs on his right wrist says, in an amateur video, that he was in the disciplinary section of the maximum prison and was released by other inmates.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mozambique-prison-escapre-elections-protests-violence-c8e63a5b622316203371b2af258ded3b



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Flooding took away the love of his life after 35 years without a day spent apart
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            Jerry Barnett holds a picture of, from left, himself; his son, Caimen; and his wife, Sibrina; Nov. 22, 2024, in Johnson City, Tenn. Barnett's wife died trying to escape flood waters caused by Hurricane Helene in September, near the plastics factory where she cleaned offices once a week. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Jerry Barnett reflects on the life of his wife, Sibrina Barnett, Nov. 22, 2024, in Johnson City, Tenn. Barnett's wife died trying to escape flood waters caused by Hurricane Helene in September, near the plastics factory where she cleaned offices once a week. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Zinnia Adkins reflects on her experience during Hurricane Helene in September at her home on Nov. 22, 2024, in Unicoi, Tenn. Adkins escaped flood waters at the plastics factory where she worked. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Jerry Barnett holds a picture of his wife and son on Nov. 22, 2024, in Johnson City, Tenn. Barnett's wife, Sibrina, died trying to escape flood waters caused by Hurricane Helene in September, near the plastics factory where she cleaned offices once a week. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Zinnia Adkins poses for a portrait on Nov. 22, 2024, in Unicoi, Tenn. Adkins escaped flood waters caused by Hurricane Helene in September at the plastics factory where she worked. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Impact Plastics Inc. is seen on Nov. 22, 2024, in Erwin, Tenn. Multiple workers died trying to escape flood waters during Hurricane Helene in September. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Jerry and Sibrina Barnett never spent a single day apart in 35 years together. But on Sept. 27, Sibrina was one of 11 people swept into raging floodwaters when Hurricane Helene cut off the Impact Plastics factory. Only five were rescued. (AP video: George Walker IV)
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            Jerry Barnett holds a picture of, from left, himself; his son, Caimen; and his wife, Sibrina; Nov. 22, 2024, in Johnson City, Tenn. Barnett's wife died trying to escape flood waters caused by Hurricane Helene in September, near the plastics factory where she cleaned offices once a week. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Jerry Barnett reflects on the life of his wife, Sibrina Barnett, Nov. 22, 2024, in Johnson City, Tenn. Barnett's wife died trying to escape flood waters caused by Hurricane Helene in September, near the plastics factory where she cleaned offices once a week. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Zinnia Adkins reflects on her experience during Hurricane Helene in September at her home on Nov. 22, 2024, in Unicoi, Tenn. Adkins escaped flood waters at the plastics factory where she worked. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Jerry Barnett holds a picture of his wife and son on Nov. 22, 2024, in Johnson City, Tenn. Barnett's wife, Sibrina, died trying to escape flood waters caused by Hurricane Helene in September, near the plastics factory where she cleaned offices once a week. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Impact Plastics Inc. is seen on Nov. 22, 2024, in Erwin, Tenn. Multiple workers died trying to escape flood waters during Hurricane Helene in September. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                    Jerry and Sibrina Barnett never spent a single day apart in 35 years together. But on Sept. 27, Sibrina was one of 11 people swept into raging floodwaters when Hurricane Helene cut off the Impact Plastics factory. Only five were rescued. (AP video: George Walker IV)
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                                        ERWIN, Tenn. (AP) -- Jerry and Sibrina Barrett never spent a day apart over 35 years. They worked long hours, never took vacations, and liked to relax with their son at home. They had no idea that a hurricane could reach them in the mountains of East Tennessee.
Living in Johnson City, they were barely aware that Hurricane Helene made landfall in Florida on September 26. The next day it was raining heavily, so Sibrina went in late to her once-a-week cleaning job at the Impact Plastics factory.
It was the last time they saw each other.
Today, Sibrina Barnett's clothes are just where she left them, on her side of the bed. Her nail polish and shampoo are still in the bathroom. Her sweater still hangs from the back of a kitchen chair. Jerry knows he will have to move them one day, but not yet.
Helene caused catastrophic damage, the deadliest storm to hit the U.S. mainland since Katrina in 2005. At least 221 people were killed. Many were like Sibrina, drowning in floods hundreds of miles inland. Behind every number was a person whose absence is sorely felt.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
'Just trying to enjoy life'
She was 17 and he was 20 when they met, and "35 years later, we never left each other's side," Jerry said.
At first they would cruise in Jerry's Camaro and blast the stereo, which "you could hear from a little way," he jokes. They would "catch a group of friends or something, maybe park and sit around and talk" between her night shifts as a waitress.
"We wasn't really wild people or anything. We was just a couple young people trying to enjoy life a little bit," he said.
A few years later, she was pregnant. They got married and made their future, in a mobile home in the same community Jerry has known all his life.
"Me and her, both, growing up as kids, didn't really have a lot," Jerry says. "We wasn't poor, but we wasn't wearing Levi's and Nikes and stuff either." 
They were both workaholics. He does HVAC repair, but she was proud to be the main breadwinner. Six days a week, she'd handle a morning cleaning job, then clean a private school in the evening. Clients loved her for being meticulous -- she'd sometimes go back over areas already cleaned by a different crew until they met her standards.

    


"Work making money, that's how you're going to have anything," Jerry says. "She spoiled me and my son. That's exactly what she did."
Caimen is 21 now, but the first thing visitors see in the home he shares with his dad is a coffee-table-sized resin model of characters from the Dragonball Z anime show. Dozens of smaller models fill a living room display case. Still more line the hallway. Sibrina ordered the figures and they would assemble them together. Some came all the way from Japan and cost thousands of dollars.
"We decided to kind of just enjoy it as we went, instead of trying to have a bunch for retirement or our older age," Jerry said. Given what happened, "I'm kind of glad we did."
One of the display cases now holds Sibrina's urn.

    


The Flood
Sibrina hated driving in bad weather, so she went in late to Impact Plastics on Sept. 27. Rainwater would often pool on the factory parking lot, but she called Jerry on her break to report it was higher than usual. Then she called again -- the water had risen to the bottom of her car door. Jerry put his tools away and drove to get her, but the exit off the interstate was blocked.
"Don't worry about even trying to get down in here," she told him. "She said, 'Just go home. It looks like I'm going to be here for a few hours.'"
What happened next, Jerry learned second-hand. As the water kept rising, Sibrina and nine other workers retreated to the highest point -- the flatbed of a tractor-trailer loaded with giant coils of plastic tubing. It wasn't high enough. They called 911, but first responders were focused on a different emergency: Dozens of people were trapped on the roof of a nearby hospital.
Then the truck flipped over, sending the workers into the raging water. Some managed to float on the tubing and were washed onto a pile of debris. Sibrina was one of six who died.
Many Americans haven't thought of inland areas as being particularly vulnerable to severe weather, but places like Erwin, in a valley alongside the Nolichucky River, are increasingly prone to disasters.
Jerry hung up with Sibrina and went back to work. He had no idea how bad the flooding was, and didn't learn she was missing until hours later. He tried searching for clues in YouTube videos. Eight days passed before her body was recovered. 

    


The litigation
Jerry's lawyer, Luke Widener, said the workers relied on management to warn them of dangers outside because the factory had few windows. Some said they weren't allowed to stop work until the power went out. By then the access road was under water.
Widener also represents Zinnia Adkins, who earned $11.50 an hour as a temporary employee at Impact Plastics. She's alive, she said, because a co-worker gripped her tightly in the chest-deep water. She can't swim and is deathly afraid of spiders, which were all over the water's surface. Months later, she still sleeps on the couch because the bed feels too open and unsafe.

    


"A lot of good people lost their lives that day," Adkins said. "It's just it's a hard memory for me to relive."

The family of another employee, Johnny Peterson, filed a wrongful-death lawsuit against the company and its owner, Gerald O'Connor, who said the workers were dismissed with enough time to escape. 
The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation and the state's workplace safety office have opened investigations.
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Hwang Dong-hyuk on killing off his 'Squid Game' characters and wanting to work with Jake Gyllenhaal
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            Hwang Dong-hyuk poses for a portrait to promote the second season of "Squid Game" on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)
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            Hwang Dong-hyuk poses for a portrait to promote the second season of "Squid Game" on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)
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            Hwang Dong-hyuk poses for a portrait to promote the second season of "Squid Game" on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)
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            Lee Byung-hun, from left, Yang Dong-geun, Jo Yu-ri, Hwang Dong-hyuk, Kang Ae-sim, Lee Seo-hwan, Im Si-wan and Lee Jung-jae pose for a portrait to promote the second season of "Squid Game" on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)
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            This image released by Netflix shows Lee Jung-jae in a scene from "Squid Game." (No Ju-han/Netflix via AP)
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                                        Viewers may gasp, cringe or cry out watching characters die on Netflix's "Squid Game," but those simulated deaths have a different effect on its creator, writer and director. Instead, Hwang Dong-hyuk feels happiness seeing them go.
The show has a huge cast and Hwang says it was "really difficult" to manage everyone on set.
As characters would die, Hwang recalls saying to the actors on their last day, "'Oh no! How sad! I won't see you tomorrow,' but I was always smiling inside."
"Squid Game" season two premieres Thursday. It once again stars Lee Jung-jae and centers around a secret competition in South Korea that targets people in debt and the winner gets a big cash prize. What they don't know is that losing the game is deadly.
Hwang originally conceived of the show 15 years ago as a two-hour film but it failed to gain traction with financiers or even interested actors. He put it aside and worked on other films instead. He then had the idea to make it a TV series instead and took the project to Netflix. There, it could reach a wide audience. 

    


"I never in my wildest dream thought it was going to be this huge," said Hwang, who spoke with the AP about the show and what comes next. Answers have been edited for clarity and length.
___




AP: What have you learned from "Squid Game"?
HWANG: I learned that I shouldn't give up. If you love something and if you want to create something, it might not work now, but the time might come later. Or that idea could be the source of inspiration for something else.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
AP: You've already finished filming season three of "Squid Game." Have you thought about what your next project will be?
HWANG: I'm afraid to talk about it but it's a feature film taking place 10-20 years in the future. It's darker than "Squid Game." It's going to be quite cruel, quite sad, but at the same time quite quirky and humorous.
AP: What films and TV shows do you enjoy?
HWANG: I used to think you had to have a specific taste to be cool, but I actually think I'm very omnivorous. I like to watch anything. When I'm on the couch watching TV, sometimes I watch CNN or Fox News. And then National Geographic and nature documentaries, I also watch some very soapy Korean shows or reality TV as well. I hop around and watch everything that's kind of happening in the world. With a series, I often don't stick with it the whole way through. There's only about like five shows that I watched until the very end, like "Breaking Bad" and "Why Women Kill." 

    


AP: Would you ever want to direct a U.S. production or Hollywood actors?
HWANG: Of course. I studied film school at the University of Southern California and there are so many people I'd love to work with. I have had those offers since "Squid Game," but because I'm a writer-director I think I'm best when I'm working with Korean actors, giving direction in Korean with my Korean script. But, if I come across an amazing scrip, why not? I'd love to work with Jake Gyllenhaal.

    


AP: There are more characters in season two of "Squid Game." Why is that?
HWANG: With seasons two and three, I had more screen time for more characters. This time around we have a lot of younger characters. When I was creating season one, I thought it was very hard for you to be up to your neck in debt when you're only in your 20s or 30s. I thought you had to be at least middle-aged to need money and want to join the Squid Game. But the world has changed. Now I feel like there are less decent jobs for young people and they feel like working hard doesn't even get them to middle class. They want to hit the jackpot, so that's why they invest in cryptocurrency. In Korea, there are a lot of young people in their early 20s or 30s turning to online gambling. I wanted to show what society really is like today.

AP: Season two of "Squid Game" has already been nominated for a Golden Globe which is a good sign. Can you say anything about season three of "Squid Game"? 
HWANG: It's better than season two.
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Working Well: Returning to the office can disrupt life. Here are some tips to navigate the changes
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jason LaCroix felt privileged to work from home, especially as a father to two young children. He needed flexibility when his son, then 6, suffered a brain injury and spent 35 days in intensive care.
LaCroix, a senior systems engineer based in Atlanta, took time off and then worked from home while managing his son's care and appointments. But LaCroix was laid off last February from that job, where he'd been working remotely for five years. His new role requires him to spend four days a week in a company office and commute for three hours a day.
"I want to be around for my kids," LaCroix, 44, said. "It's very important for me to be around for my son, because we almost lost him."
Heading into 2025, thousands of workers face an unsettling reality: after years of working from the comfort of home, they must return to the office full-time for the first time since the coronavirus pandemic or look for new work. 

    


Employees at Amazon, AT&T and other companies have been called back to the office five days per week. President-elect Donald Trump has vowed to fire federal workers who don't show up to do their jobs in-person. 




"People always want to have flexibility," said Mark Ma, a University of Pittsburgh associate professor of business administration. "I have never heard anyone telling me that I thank my job because it's so rigid in its schedule."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Ma researched what happened when technology and finance companies in the S&P 500 stopped allowing employees to work remotely in recent years. He found the companies experienced high turnover rates after implementing return-to-office mandates, especially among female employees -- who often have childcare responsibilities -- and senior-level executives.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Over the years, people have adjusted their lives. They've figured out, 'Oh wow, I can pick my kids up for school. Wow. I can caretake for my aging parents while I am still working,'" said Shavon Terrell-Camper, a therapist and mental wellness coach. "Once you have tasted work-from-home ... it's difficult to see your life going back to something that could've been unsustainable from the beginning." 
Workers and experts have advice to share about how to navigate the changes when an employer calls you back to the office. 

    


Seek flexibility 
Employers can compromise if their goal is to increase how much time staff members spend together. Ma suggests an "employee-choice" approach which gives teams the authority to decide how many days they will work in the office as a group. 
If that's not an option, employees also can ask to adjust their hours. LaCroix leaves home at 5 a.m. and works in the office until 2 p.m. to reduce time in traffic and allow him to be home when his kids get off the bus after school. His employer requires eight hours in the workplace but is flexible on which hours.
"A lot of people are pushing back, and they are trying to work out scenarios to see what type of flexibility does exist within the mandate," Terrell-Camper said.
Some are coming up with work-arounds that aren't endorsed by upper management. "Coffee badging" is a technique that involves heading to the office, swiping a company ID, having a coffee and leaving to work from home. Desperate to hold onto valuable employees, supervisors have tried a "hushed hybrid" approach, where they take their subordinates' ID badges and swipe them "in" and "out" to make it appear they've been in the office, Ma said. 

    


It's best to have an honest conversation with a manager about any personal needs and to "ask for forgiveness ahead of time, because your family is the most important thing," said Amy Dufrane, CEO of the Human Resource Certification Institute. Many companies have employee assistance programs that do more than most people realize, such as directing employees to resources that can help them care for parents or children, she said. 

    


Say what you need
Medical conditions can make it especially challenging to work on-site. Kyle Anckney, a public relations strategist based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, has cerebral palsy and needs a nurse to help him change a catheter three times a day. His health insurance will only send a nurse to one location, so working in an office isn't an option. 
"If that weren't an issue, I could find my way into the office," he said. 
Anckney, who ran his own PR firm for years, was seeking director-level roles, but a recruiter told him he should consider less-senior roles because of his need to work remotely. Instead, he applied to director-level jobs that were advertised as on-site or hybrid, and then reached out to explain his circumstances and ask if the hiring companies were open to him working from home. 
"While I would never normally, especially in a career setting, lead with, 'I have cerebral palsy and I'm in a wheelchair,' I'm finding that I'm almost having to make myself vulnerable in that way just to see if the opportunity is even there for me," Anckney said.

    


Weigh your options
Landing a fully remote job can be competitive. "There are going to be many people that don't have the luxury just to leave" their current jobs if they're required to return to the office, "especially in a volatile market such as we're in right now," Terrell-Camper said.
Attorney Holly Keerikatte was recently working on-site five days a week at a hospital, commuting about three hours a day and looking for a role that allowed more time with her family. She received two job offers. One was fully remote. The other paid 50% more but required a long commute. She recalled reading the phrase, "The only people who remember you worked late are your children." She chose the remote job. 
"My primary driver is what's best for my family," Keerikatte said. "My advice is to be up-front and transparent about what you want, what you're looking for and why."
Find bright spots 
When faced with the inevitability of returning to an office, look for the positives. Friendships can blossom as colleagues take coffee breaks together or sample new lunch spots. In-person conversations can spark ideas that wouldn't surface at home.
Employers can ease the transition by organizing activities that create camaraderie. For example, managers can put together a series of talks about the transition and have groups share what works for them, Dufrane said.
Face-to-face contact allows people to better understand what colleagues are thinking and doing, which helps prevent resentment and can provide helpful feedback. 
Video director Deborah Ann DeSnoo, who owns Plug-In Inc., a video production company in Chofu, Japan, says she has worked in many countries where the film industry was male-dominated and female directors like her were uncommon. She makes a point to connect with colleagues in person, giving her a chance to bond.
"You can read the air in a different way, and you find a solution," DeSnoo said. "When you're on a Zoom and they ignore you, there's nothing you can do."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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LeBron James scores 31 in record 19th Christmas Day game as Lakers hold off Curry, Warriors 115-113
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) looks on during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Golden State Warriors, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Eakin Howard)
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            Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) celebrates a three-point basket during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Los Angeles Lakers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Eakin Howard)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) drives to the basket against Golden State Warriors guard Brandin Podziemski (2) during the first half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Eakin Howard)
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            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) gets fouled by Golden State Warriors guard Gary Payton II (0) during the first half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Eakin Howard)
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            Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) celebrates a three-point basket during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Los Angeles Lakers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Eakin Howard)
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            Los Angeles Lakers guard Dalton Knecht (4) dribbles against Golden State Warriors guard Buddy Hield (7) during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Eakin Howard)
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            Golden State Warriors forward Draymond Green (23) argues with referee Justin Van Duyne (64) during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Los Angeles Lakers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Eakin Howard)
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            Golden State Warriors forward Jonathan Kuminga (00) dunks against Los Angeles Lakers forward Rui Hachimura, left, and guard Max Christie, right, during the first half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Eakin Howard)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Austin Reaves scored the winning layup with one second left after Stephen Curry tied it on a 31-foot 3-pointer with seven seconds remaining, LeBron James had 31 points and 10 assists playing in his NBA-record 19th Christmas Day game, and the Los Angeles Lakers held off the Golden State Warriors 115-113 on Wednesday night.
Curry scored 38 with eight 3s, hitting one under pressure from the baseline with 12 seconds left and another with 2:49 remaining only for James to answer from long range on the other end.
Reaves recorded a triple-double with 26 points, 10 rebounds and 10 assists for the Lakers, who lost big man Anthony Davis to a sprained left ankle late in the first quarter.
Takeaways
Lakers: D'Angelo Russell was out with a sprained left thumb. Center Jaxson Hayes played some 3-on-3 against the coaching staff and is progressing from a sprained right ankle that has sidelined him since mid-November.
Warriors: Golden State lost for the 11th time in 14 games. ... Green was hit with his eighth technical late in the second quarter, putting him halfway to the 16 mark that would bring an automatic one-game suspension. 




Key moment
With James running right at him, Curry coolly sunk a 3 at the 10:59 mark of the second quarter before James hit from deep 17 seconds later. 
The two superstars also battled on Christmas in 2015, 2016 and 2018 after the Warriors and James' former Cavaliers faced off in the NBA Finals.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Key stat

Curry became the seventh player in NBA history with at least 11 starts on Dec. 25, joining James, Kobe Bryant, Shaquille O'Neal, Dwyane Wade, Russell Westbrook and Kevin Durant.
James earned his 11th win on Dec. 25, passing former teammate Wade's holiday record. 
Up next
Golden State visits the Clippers on Friday night, while the Lakers return home to host Sacramento on Saturday.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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            An Azerbaijani airliner with 67 people onboard crashed Wednesday near the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, killing 38 people and leaving 29 survivors, an official said.
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            Kazakhstan officials said 38 people have died after an Azerbaijani airliner crashed Wednesday near the Kazakh city of Aktau.
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            An Azerbaijani airliner has crashed in the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, with Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry now saying that at least 28 people survived the crash, which could mean that over 30 people are likely dead.
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (The Administration of Mangystau Region via AP)
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (The Administration of Mangystau Region via AP)
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            The wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            The wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            The wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            The wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            The wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            The wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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                                    An Azerbaijani airliner with 67 people onboard crashed Wednesday near the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, killing 38 people and leaving 29 survivors, an official said.
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                                    Kazakhstan officials said 38 people have died after an Azerbaijani airliner crashed Wednesday near the Kazakh city of Aktau.
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                                    An Azerbaijani airliner has crashed in the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, with Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry now saying that at least 28 people survived the crash, which could mean that over 30 people are likely dead.
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, the wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (The Administration of Mangystau Region via AP)
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            The wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            The wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            The wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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            The wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Azamat Sarsenbayev)
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                                        An Azerbaijani airliner with 67 people onboard crashed Wednesday near the Kazakhstani city of Aktau, killing 38 people and leaving 29 survivors, a Kazakh official said. 
Deputy Prime Minister Kanat Bozumbaev disclosed the figures while meeting with Azerbaijani officials, the Russian news agency Interfax reported. 
The Embraer 190 was en route from the Azerbaijani capital of Baku to the Russian city of Grozny in the North Caucasus when it was diverted and attempted an emergency landing 3 kilometers (1.8 miles) from Aktau, Azerbaijan Airlines said.
Speaking at a news conference, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev said that it was too soon to speculate on the reasons behind the crash, but said that the weather had forced the plane to change from its planned course.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Azerbaijani airliner crashes in Kazakhstan, killing 38 with 29 survivors, officials say
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports, a plane crash in Kazakhstan has taken the lives of about half of those on board.

    

"The information provided to me is that the plane changed its course between Baku and Grozny due to worsening weather conditions and headed to Aktau airport, where it crashed upon landing," he said.

    


Russia's civil aviation authority, Rosaviatsia, said that preliminary information showed that the pilots diverted to Aktau after a bird strike led to an emergency on board. 




According to Kazakh officials, those aboard the plane included 42 Azerbaijani citizens, 16 Russian nationals, six Kazakhs and three Kyrgyzstan nationals. Azerbaijan's prosecutor general's office previously said that 32 of the 67 people on board had survived the crash, but told journalists that the number wasn't final. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Associated Press could not immediately reconcile the difference between the numbers of survivors given by Kazakhstan and Azerbaijani officials.
Mobile phone footage circulating online appeared to show the aircraft making a steep descent before smashing into the ground in a fireball. Other footage showed part of its fuselage ripped away from the wings and the rest of the aircraft, lying upside in the grass. The footage corresponded to the plane's colors and its registration number.

    


Some of the videos posted on social media showed survivors dragging fellow passengers away from the wreckage.
Flight-tracking data from FlightRadar24.com showed the aircraft making what appeared to be a figure eight once nearing the airport in Aktau, its altitude moving up and down substantially over the last minutes of the flight before impacting the ground.
FlightRadar24 separately said in an online post that the aircraft had faced "strong GPS jamming," which "made the aircraft transmit bad ADS-B data," referring to the information that allows flight-tracking websites to follow planes in flight. Russia has been blamed in the past for jamming GPS transmissions in the wider region.
Azerbaijan Airlines said it would keep members of the public updated and changed its social media banners to solid black. It also said that it would suspend flights between Baku and Grozny, as well as between Baku and the city of Makhachkala in Russia's North Caucasus, until its investigation into the crash has been concluded. 
Azerbaijan's state news agency, Azertac, said that an official delegation of Azerbaijan's emergency situations minister, the deputy general prosecutor and the vice president of Azerbaijan Airlines were sent to Aktau to conduct an "on-site investigation."

    


Aliyev, who was traveling to Russia, returned to Azerbaijan on hearing news of the crash, the president's press service said. He was due to attend an informal meeting of leaders of the Commonwealth of Independent States, a bloc of former Soviet countries founded after the collapse of the Soviet Union, in St. Petersburg. 
Aliyev expressed his condolences to the families of the victims in a statement on social media. "It is with deep sadness that I express my condolences to the families of the victims and wish a speedy recovery to those injured," he wrote.
He also signed a decree declaring Dec. 26 a day of mourning in Azerbaijan. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin spoke to Aliyev on the phone and expressed his condolences, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters. 
Speaking at the CIS meeting in St. Petersburg, Putin also said that Russia's Emergency Ministry sent a plane with equipment and medical workers to Kazakhstan to assist with the aftermath of the crash. 

Kazakhstani, Azerbaijani and Russian authorities said they were investigating the crash. Embraer told The Associated Press in a statement that the company is "ready to assist all relevant authorities." 

    


___
Associated Press writers Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, and Aida Sultanova in London contributed to this report.
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A baby froze to death overnight in Gaza as Israel and Hamas trade accusations of ceasefire delays
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            Dozens of worshippers gathered in the Holy Family Church in Gaza City as Pizzaballa and other clergy led the Mass. Interspersed throughout the sermons and prayers was the buzzing sound of Israeli drones flying above.
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            Hundreds of displaced people are experiencing a shortage of blankets and warm clothing, little wood for fires and tents have grown increasingly threadbare over months of heavy use, according to aid workers and residents. (AP video shot by Mohammad Jahjouh; Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            The first night of Hanukkah, Judaism's "festival of lights", has been welcomed in Tel Aviv by residents with a silent protest for those who remain hostages in Gaza. (Dec. 25, AP video shot by Ami Bentov)
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            A man sits by the body of a Palestinian killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir Al-Balah, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians react next to the bodies of their relatives who were killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir Al-Balah, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A youth looks at the bodies of Palestinians at the hospital morgue after they were killed during a military operation in the Tulkarem refugee camp near the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 16 | 
            Relatives of Palestinian Imran Haroun, touch his body at the hospital morgue after he was killed during a military operation in the Tulkarem refugee camp near the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Members of Israeli forces patrol a street during a military operation in the Tulkarem refugee camp near the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            An explosive devise planted by Palestinian militants explodes after being detonated by Israeli soldiers during a military raid in the Nur Shams refugee camp near the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Palestinians pray over the bodies of the victims of an Israeli strike on a home late Saturday before the funeral outside the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. At least eight people were killed according to the hospital which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians look at home destroyed by an Israeli strike late Saturday in Deir al-Balah Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. At least eight people were killed according to the hospital which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Relatives and neighbours mourn over the body of one of the victims of an Israeli strike on a hom4 late Saturday as they are prepared for the funeral outside the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. At least eight people were killed according to the hospital which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Neighbours watch the funeral procession of the victims of an Israeli strike on a home late Saturday, in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. At least eight people were killed according to the hospital which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Relatives and neighbors, two of them holding guns, walk during the funeral procession of a victim of an Israeli strike on a home late Saturday that killed at least eight people, in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. Some families in Gaza are armed to protect their homes from thieves in the camps.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians look at home destroyed by an Israeli strike late Saturday in Deir al-Balah Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. At least eight people were killed according to the hospital which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Bodies of victims of an Israeli strike on a home in Deir al-Balah late Saturday are prepared for the funeral outside the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. At least eight people were killed according to the hospital which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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        A baby froze to death overnight in Gaza as Israel and Hamas trade accusations of ceasefire delays
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                                    Dozens of worshippers gathered in the Holy Family Church in Gaza City as Pizzaballa and other clergy led the Mass. Interspersed throughout the sermons and prayers was the buzzing sound of Israeli drones flying above.
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                                    Hundreds of displaced people are experiencing a shortage of blankets and warm clothing, little wood for fires and tents have grown increasingly threadbare over months of heavy use, according to aid workers and residents. (AP video shot by Mohammad Jahjouh; Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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                                    The first night of Hanukkah, Judaism's "festival of lights", has been welcomed in Tel Aviv by residents with a silent protest for those who remain hostages in Gaza. (Dec. 25, AP video shot by Ami Bentov)
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            A man sits by the body of a Palestinian killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir Al-Balah, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians react next to the bodies of their relatives who were killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir Al-Balah, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    Palestinians react next to the bodies of their relatives who were killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir Al-Balah, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A youth looks at the bodies of Palestinians at the hospital morgue after they were killed during a military operation in the Tulkarem refugee camp near the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                    A youth looks at the bodies of Palestinians at the hospital morgue after they were killed during a military operation in the Tulkarem refugee camp near the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Relatives of Palestinian Imran Haroun, touch his body at the hospital morgue after he was killed during a military operation in the Tulkarem refugee camp near the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                    Relatives of Palestinian Imran Haroun, touch his body at the hospital morgue after he was killed during a military operation in the Tulkarem refugee camp near the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Members of Israeli forces patrol a street during a military operation in the Tulkarem refugee camp near the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                    Members of Israeli forces patrol a street during a military operation in the Tulkarem refugee camp near the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            An explosive devise planted by Palestinian militants explodes after being detonated by Israeli soldiers during a military raid in the Nur Shams refugee camp near the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Palestinians pray over the bodies of the victims of an Israeli strike on a home late Saturday before the funeral outside the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. At least eight people were killed according to the hospital which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians look at home destroyed by an Israeli strike late Saturday in Deir al-Balah Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. At least eight people were killed according to the hospital which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Relatives and neighbours mourn over the body of one of the victims of an Israeli strike on a hom4 late Saturday as they are prepared for the funeral outside the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. At least eight people were killed according to the hospital which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Neighbours watch the funeral procession of the victims of an Israeli strike on a home late Saturday, in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. At least eight people were killed according to the hospital which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Relatives and neighbors, two of them holding guns, walk during the funeral procession of a victim of an Israeli strike on a home late Saturday that killed at least eight people, in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. Some families in Gaza are armed to protect their homes from thieves in the camps.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians look at home destroyed by an Israeli strike late Saturday in Deir al-Balah Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. At least eight people were killed according to the hospital which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Bodies of victims of an Israeli strike on a home in Deir al-Balah late Saturday are prepared for the funeral outside the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. At least eight people were killed according to the hospital which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- A baby girl froze to death overnight in Gaza, while Israel and Hamas accused each other of complicating ceasefire efforts that could wind down the 14-month war.
The 3-week old baby was the third to die from the cold in Gaza's tent camps in recent days, doctors said, deaths that underscore the squalid conditions, with hundreds of thousands of Palestinians crammed into often ramshackle tents after fleeing Israeli offensives. 
Israel's bombardment and ground invasion of Gaza has killed over 45,000 Palestinians, more than half of them women and children, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between fighters and civilians in its count.
The offensive has caused widespread destruction and displaced some 90% of Gaza's 2.3 million people, often multiple times. Hundreds of thousands are packed into tent camps along the coast as the cold, wet winter sets in. Aid groups have struggled to deliver food and supplies and say there are shortages of blankets, warm clothing and firewood. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: A baby froze to death overnight in Gaza as Israel and Hamas trade accusations of ceasefire delays
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Rica Ann Garcia reports on the death of three infants caused by hypothermia.

    


    


Israel has increased the amount of aid it allows into the territory, reaching an average of 130 trucks a day so far this month, up from around 70 a day in October and November. Still, the amount remains well below than previous months and the United Nations says it is unable to distribute more than half the aid because Israeli forces deny permission to move within Gaza or because of rampant lawlessness and theft from trucks. 




The father of 3-week-old Sila, Mahmoud al-Faseeh, wrapped her in a blanket to try and keep her warm in their tent in the Muwasi area outside the town of Khan Younis, but it wasn't enough, he told The Associated Press. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He said the tent was not sealed from the wind and the ground was cold, as temperatures on Tuesday night dropped to 9 degrees Celsius (48 degrees Fahrenheit.) Muwasi is a desolate area of dunes and farmland on Gaza's Mediterranean coast.

    


"It was very cold overnight and as adults we couldn't even take it. We couldn't stay warm," he said. Sila woke up crying three times overnight and in the morning they found her unresponsive, her body stiff. 
"She was like wood," said al-Faseeh. They rushed her to a field hospital where doctors tried to revive her, but her lungs had already deteriorated. Images of Sila taken by the AP showed the little girl with purple lips, her pale skin blotchy.
Ahmed al-Farra, director of the children's ward at Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis, confirmed that the baby died of hypothermia. He said two other babies -- one 3 days old, the other a month old -- had been brought to the hospital over the past 48 hours after dying of hypothermia.

    


Ceasefire complications
Meanwhile, hopes for a ceasefire looked complicated Wednesday, with Israel and the militant Hamas group that runs Gaza trading accusations of delaying an agreement. In recent weeks, the two sides appeared to be inching toward a deal that would bring home dozens of hostages held by the militants in Gaza, but differences have emerged.
Although Israel and Hamas have expressed optimism that progress was being made toward a deal, sticking points remain over the exchange of hostages for Palestinian prisoners and the withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza, people involved in the talks say.
On Wednesday, Hamas accused Israel of introducing new conditions related to the withdrawal from Gaza, the prisoners and the return of displaced people, which it said was delaying the deal. 
Israel's government accused Hamas of reneging on understandings that have already been reached." Still, both sides said discussions are ongoing.
Israel's negotiating team, which includes members from its intelligence agencies and the military, returned from Qatar on Tuesday evening for internal consultations, following a week of what it called "significant negotiations." 
During its Oct. 7, 2023, attack on southern Israel, Hamas and other groups took about 250 people hostages and brought them to Gaza. A previous truce in November 2023 freed more than 100 hostages, while others have been rescued or their remains have been recovered over the past year.

    


Israel says about 100 hostages remain in Gaza -- at least a third whom it believes were killed during the Oct. 7 attack or died in captivity. 
Sporadic talks have taken place for a year, but in recent weeks there's been a renewed push to reach a deal. 
President-elect Donald Trump, who takes office next month for his second term, has demanded the immediate release of Israeli hostages, saying on social media that if they're not freed before he is sworn in, there will be "HELL TO PAY."
Families of the hostages are becoming increasingly angry, calling on the Israeli government for a ceasefire before Trump is sworn in. 
After Israel's high-level negotiation team returned from Doha this week, hostage families called an emergency press conference in Tel Aviv, Israel, pleading for a ceasefire and a complete end to the war.

    


Shir Siegel, the daughter of Israeli-American Keith Siegel, whose mother was released after more than 50 days in captivity, said every delay could endanger their lives. "There are moments when every second is fateful, and this is one of those moments," she said. 
Families of the hostages marked the first night of Hannukah with a candle lighting ceremony in Tel Aviv as well as by the Western Wall in Jerusalem. 
The agreement would take effect in phases and include a halt in fighting, an exchange of Israeli hostages for Palestinian prisoners, and a surge in aid to the besieged Gaza, according to Egyptian, Hamas and American officials. The last phase would include the release of any remaining hostages, an end to the war and talks on reconstruction.
Houthi attacks
Also Wednesday, a missile launched by Yemen's Iran-backed Houthi rebels triggered air raid sirens across central Israel, sending residents fleeing to shelters. The Houthis said they operations were aimed at Israeli targets in the cities of Jaffa and Ashkelon. 
It was the fourth time in a week that fire from the Yemeni rebels set off sirens in Israel. 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israel will strike anyone threatening lives in Israel and warned the Houthis that they would learn lessons that Hamas, Hezbollah and Syria's ousted President Bashar Assad have learned. 
Israel also requested an emergency meeting by the U.N. Security Council to address the recent attacks. The meeting is set for Monday. 
Israel's U.N. Ambassador Danny Danon said he expects the council to condemn the Houthi attacks and called on it "to enforce international law and hold Iran, the Houthis' patron, accountable."
___

Goldenberg reported from Tel Aviv, Israel, and Khaled from Cairo. Associated Press writers Melanie Lidman in Tel Aviv, Lee Keith in Cairo and Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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PHOTO COLLECTION: Christmas in Bethlehem
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            1 of 29 | 
            Worshippers walk down the stairs next to the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Worshippers visit the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas day, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Christians attend the Christmas midnight Mass at the Church of the Nativity traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Alaa Badarneh/Pool via EPA)
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            4 of 29 | 
            A nun holds a child to light a candle before the Christmas morning Mass at the Chapel of Saint Catherine, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            5 of 29 | 
            The sun rises over homes covering a hill in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            6 of 29 | 
            A worshipper walks through the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            7 of 29 | 
            The sun rises over homes covering a hill of the West Bank city of Bethlehem, on Christmas Eve, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            8 of 29 | 
            Palestinian scouts carry a poster while they march during Christmas Eve celebrations at the Church of the Nativity, traditionally recognized by Christians to be the birthplace of Jesus Christ, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            9 of 29 | 
            Worshippers pray at the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            10 of 29 | 
            Latin Patriarch Pierbattista Pizzaballa, the top Catholic clergyman in the Holy Land, center, arrives at the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            11 of 29 | 
            Worshippers pray at the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            12 of 29 | 
            People watch the traditional Christian procession towards the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 29 | 
            Men gather outside closed businesses next to the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            14 of 29 | 
            A man holds his granddaughter during the traditional Christian procession towards the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            15 of 29 | 
            People walk through an alley near the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            16 of 29 | 
            Nigerian worshippers pray in the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            17 of 29 | 
            Scouts hold a sign that reads "We want life, not death" during the traditional Christian procession towards the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            18 of 29 | 
            Scouts line up during the traditional Christian procession towards the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            19 of 29 | 
            A man carries a supermarket cart next to Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            20 of 29 | 
            A worshipper touches a painting of Maria with Jesus Christ in the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            21 of 29 | 
            A boy rides his scooter through an alley, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            22 of 29 | 
            A street vendor cooks corn ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            23 of 29 | 
            A man walks past the Israel's controversial separation barrier with a mural that reads "Walls are meant for bombing", ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            24 of 29 | 
            A worshipper cleans candles from altars in the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            25 of 29 | 
            A worshipper lights a candle in the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            26 of 29 | 
            A boy waits outside a souvenir shop near the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Saturday Dec. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            27 of 29 | 
            Priests pray in the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            28 of 29 | 
            Worshippers pray in the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            29 of 29 | 
            A worshipper leaves the Church of the Nativity where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Worshippers walk down the stairs next to the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 29

                                    
                                    Worshippers walk down the stairs next to the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            2 of 29 | 
            Worshippers visit the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas day, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    Worshippers visit the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas day, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Christians attend the Christmas midnight Mass at the Church of the Nativity traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Alaa Badarneh/Pool via EPA)
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            4 of 29 | 
            A nun holds a child to light a candle before the Christmas morning Mass at the Chapel of Saint Catherine, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    A nun holds a child to light a candle before the Christmas morning Mass at the Chapel of Saint Catherine, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            The sun rises over homes covering a hill in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    The sun rises over homes covering a hill in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A worshipper walks through the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    A worshipper walks through the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            The sun rises over homes covering a hill of the West Bank city of Bethlehem, on Christmas Eve, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    The sun rises over homes covering a hill of the West Bank city of Bethlehem, on Christmas Eve, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            8 of 29 | 
            Palestinian scouts carry a poster while they march during Christmas Eve celebrations at the Church of the Nativity, traditionally recognized by Christians to be the birthplace of Jesus Christ, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Worshippers pray at the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    Worshippers pray at the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            10 of 29 | 
            Latin Patriarch Pierbattista Pizzaballa, the top Catholic clergyman in the Holy Land, center, arrives at the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            11 of 29 | 
            Worshippers pray at the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    Worshippers pray at the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 29 | 
            People watch the traditional Christian procession towards the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Men gather outside closed businesses next to the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            14 of 29 | 
            A man holds his granddaughter during the traditional Christian procession towards the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            People walk through an alley near the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    People walk through an alley near the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            16 of 29 | 
            Nigerian worshippers pray in the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    Nigerian worshippers pray in the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Scouts hold a sign that reads "We want life, not death" during the traditional Christian procession towards the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Scouts line up during the traditional Christian procession towards the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    Scouts line up during the traditional Christian procession towards the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, on Christmas Eve, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            19 of 29 | 
            A man carries a supermarket cart next to Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            20 of 29 | 
            A worshipper touches a painting of Maria with Jesus Christ in the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            21 of 29 | 
            A boy rides his scooter through an alley, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            22 of 29 | 
            A street vendor cooks corn ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            23 of 29 | 
            A man walks past the Israel's controversial separation barrier with a mural that reads "Walls are meant for bombing", ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            24 of 29 | 
            A worshipper cleans candles from altars in the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            25 of 29 | 
            A worshipper lights a candle in the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            26 of 29 | 
            A boy waits outside a souvenir shop near the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Saturday Dec. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            27 of 29 | 
            Priests pray in the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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                                    Priests pray in the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            28 of 29 | 
            Worshippers pray in the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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                                    Worshippers pray in the Church of the Nativity, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            29 of 29 | 
            A worshipper leaves the Church of the Nativity where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, ahead of Christmas in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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Pope calls for nations to overcome divisions in Christmas address as communities celebrate worldwide
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            Pope Francis on Wednesday urged "all people of all nations" to find the courage "to silence the sounds of arms" and overcome divisions plaguing the world, from the Middle East to Ukraine, Africa to Asia (Dec. 25)
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            Pope Francis kicked off the 2025 Holy Year on Tuesday, inaugurating a celebration of the Catholic Church that is expected to draw some 32 million pilgrims to Rome in a test of the pope's stamina and the ability of the Eternal City to welcome them.
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            Worshippers gathered on Tuesday evening for Christmas Day Mass at Cathedral Notre Dame, the first since it reopened after a devastating fire ravaged the medieval landmark in 2019.
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            Hundreds gathered at the Midnight Christmas Mass in Bethlehem, where the leader of the Catholic Church in the Holy Land, Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa was present.
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            Australians and tourists in the country celebrated Christmas through food, prayer, friendship and partying at the beach. Thousands of people packed beaches across Sydney to celebrate under the Australian sun.
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            6 of 30 | 
            Pope Francis waves before delivering the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis delivers the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis delivers the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis delivers the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            10 of 30 | 
            Pope Francis sits before delivering the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            11 of 30 | 
            Pope Francis looks on after delivering the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            12 of 30 | 
            A man stops in prayer as he walks through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            13 of 30 | 
            Faithful walk through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            14 of 30 | 
            Swiss Guards march in front of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            15 of 30 | 
            Faithful walk through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            16 of 30 | 
            Swiss Guards march in front of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            17 of 30 | 
            Rabbi Yehuda Teichtal, right, and Rabbi Shmuel Segal, left, watch the set-up of a giant Hanukkah Menorah by the Jewish Chabad Educational Center ahead of the Jewish Hanukkah holiday, in front of the Brandenburg Gate at the Pariser Platz in Berlin, Germany, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            18 of 30 | 
            Christians attend the Christmas mass in the Greek Orthodox convent Saint Takla, in Maaloula, some 60 km northern Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            19 of 30 | 
            Christians attend the Christmas midnight Mass at the Church of the Nativity traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Alaa Badarneh/Pool via EPA)
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            20 of 30 | 
            Faithful arrive to walk through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            21 of 30 | 
            Faithful walk through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            22 of 30 | 
            Faithful walk through the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            23 of 30 | 
            Faithful take photos as they arrive to walk through the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            24 of 30 | 
            Faithful arrive to walk through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            25 of 30 | 
            Houses are seen along the mountain as a cross stands over the Greek Orthodox convent Saint Takla on Christmas Eve in Maaloula, some 60 km northern Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            26 of 30 | 
            Fireworks burst over Saydnaya Convent during the lighting of the Christmas tree, in Saydnaya town on the outskirts of Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            27 of 30 | 
            Latin Patriarch Pierbattista Pizzaballa leads the Christmas midnight Mass at the Church of the Nativity traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday Dec. 25, 2024. (Alaa Badarneh/Pool via EPA)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            28 of 30 | 
            A nun holds a child to light a candle before the Christmas morning Mass at the Chapel of Saint Catherine, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            29 of 30 | 
            Latin Patriarch Pierbattista Pizzaballa, center, leads the Christmas morning Mass at the Chapel of Saint Catherine, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            30 of 30 | 
            Christians attend the Christmas Mass at Sacred Heart Cathedral Church, in Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)
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        Pope calls for nations to overcome divisions in Christmas address as communities celebrate worldwide
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                                    Pope Francis on Wednesday urged "all people of all nations" to find the courage "to silence the sounds of arms" and overcome divisions plaguing the world, from the Middle East to Ukraine, Africa to Asia (Dec. 25)
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                                    Pope Francis kicked off the 2025 Holy Year on Tuesday, inaugurating a celebration of the Catholic Church that is expected to draw some 32 million pilgrims to Rome in a test of the pope's stamina and the ability of the Eternal City to welcome them.
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                                    Worshippers gathered on Tuesday evening for Christmas Day Mass at Cathedral Notre Dame, the first since it reopened after a devastating fire ravaged the medieval landmark in 2019.
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                                    Hundreds gathered at the Midnight Christmas Mass in Bethlehem, where the leader of the Catholic Church in the Holy Land, Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa was present.
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                                    Australians and tourists in the country celebrated Christmas through food, prayer, friendship and partying at the beach. Thousands of people packed beaches across Sydney to celebrate under the Australian sun.
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            6 of 30 | 
            Pope Francis waves before delivering the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Pope Francis waves before delivering the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 30 | 
            Pope Francis delivers the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Pope Francis delivers the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis delivers the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Pope Francis delivers the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis delivers the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Pope Francis delivers the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            10 of 30 | 
            Pope Francis sits before delivering the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Pope Francis sits before delivering the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            11 of 30 | 
            Pope Francis looks on after delivering the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Pope Francis looks on after delivering the Urbi et Orbi (Latin for 'to the city and to the world' ) Christmas' day blessing from the main balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            12 of 30 | 
            A man stops in prayer as he walks through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    A man stops in prayer as he walks through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            13 of 30 | 
            Faithful walk through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Faithful walk through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            14 of 30 | 
            Swiss Guards march in front of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Swiss Guards march in front of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            15 of 30 | 
            Faithful walk through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 30

                                    
                                    Faithful walk through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            16 of 30 | 
            Swiss Guards march in front of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Swiss Guards march in front of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            17 of 30 | 
            Rabbi Yehuda Teichtal, right, and Rabbi Shmuel Segal, left, watch the set-up of a giant Hanukkah Menorah by the Jewish Chabad Educational Center ahead of the Jewish Hanukkah holiday, in front of the Brandenburg Gate at the Pariser Platz in Berlin, Germany, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            18 of 30 | 
            Christians attend the Christmas mass in the Greek Orthodox convent Saint Takla, in Maaloula, some 60 km northern Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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                                    Christians attend the Christmas mass in the Greek Orthodox convent Saint Takla, in Maaloula, some 60 km northern Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            19 of 30 | 
            Christians attend the Christmas midnight Mass at the Church of the Nativity traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Alaa Badarneh/Pool via EPA)
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            20 of 30 | 
            Faithful arrive to walk through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            21 of 30 | 
            Faithful walk through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Faithful walk through the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Faithful walk through the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            23 of 30 | 
            Faithful take photos as they arrive to walk through the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Faithful arrive to walk through the Holy Door of St.Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, after it was opened by Pope Francis on Christmas Eve marking the start of the Catholic 2025 Jubilee. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            25 of 30 | 
            Houses are seen along the mountain as a cross stands over the Greek Orthodox convent Saint Takla on Christmas Eve in Maaloula, some 60 km northern Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            26 of 30 | 
            Fireworks burst over Saydnaya Convent during the lighting of the Christmas tree, in Saydnaya town on the outskirts of Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Latin Patriarch Pierbattista Pizzaballa leads the Christmas midnight Mass at the Church of the Nativity traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem, Wednesday Dec. 25, 2024. (Alaa Badarneh/Pool via EPA)
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- Pope Francis in his traditional Christmas message on Wednesday urged "all people of all nations" to find courage during this Holy Year "to silence the sounds of arms and overcome divisions" plaguing the world, from the Middle East to Ukraine, Africa to Asia.
The pontiff's "Urbi et Orbi" -- "To the City and the World" -- address serves as a summary of the woes facing the world this year. As Christmas coincided with the start of the 2025 Holy Year celebration that he dedicated to hope, Francis called for broad reconciliation, "even (with) our enemies."
"I invite every individual, and all people of all nations ... to become pilgrims of hope,'' the pope said from the loggia of St. Peter's Basilica to throngs of people below.
The pope invoked the Holy Door of St. Peter's, which he opened on Christmas Eve to launch the 2025 Jubilee, as representing God's mercy, which he said tears down walls of division and dispels hatred.

    


He called for arms to be silenced in war-torn Ukraine and in the Middle East, singling out Christian communities in Israel and the Palestinian territories, as well as Lebanon and Syria. Francis repeated his calls for the release of hostages taken from Israel by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023.




Pilgrims were lined up on Christmas Day to walk through the great Holy Door at the entrance of St. Peter's as the Jubilee is expected to bring some 32 million Catholic faithful to Rome. Traversing the Holy Door is one way that the faithful can obtain indulgences, or forgiveness for sins during a Jubilee, a once-every-quarter-century tradition that dates from 1300.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"You feel so humble when you go through the door, that once you go through it is almost like a release, a release of emotions,'' said Blanca Martin, a pilgrim from San Diego. "You feel like now you are able to let go and put everything in the hands of God. See, I am getting emotional. It's just a beautiful experience."
Pilgrims submitted to security controls, amid new safety concerns following a deadly Christmas market attack in Germany.

    


A Chrismukkah miracle as Hanukkah and Christmas coincide 
Hanukkah, Judaism's eight-day Festival of Lights, begins this year on Christmas Day, which has only happened four times since 1900.
The calendar confluence has inspired some religious leaders to host interfaith gatherings, such as a Hanukkah party hosted last week by several Jewish organizations in Houston, Texas, bringing together members of the city's Latino and Jewish communities for latkes, the traditional potato pancake eaten on Hanukkah, topped with guacamole and salsa.
While Hanukkah is intended as an upbeat, celebratory holiday, rabbis note that it's taking place this year as wars rage in the Middle East and fears rise over widespread incidents of antisemitism. The holidays overlap infrequently because the Jewish calendar is based on lunar cycles and is not in sync with the Gregorian calendar, which sets Christmas on Dec. 25.
The last time Hanukkah began on Christmas Day was in 2005.

    


Ukraine marks second Christmas at war 
On the front lines of eastern Ukraine, soldiers spent another Christmas locked in grinding battles with Russian forces. It's their second Christmas at war and away from home since the full-scale Russian invasion in February 2022.
A soldier with the call sign OREL, the Ukrainian commander of 211th battalion, said he had forgotten it was Christmas Day.
"Honestly, I remembered about this holiday only in the evening (after) someone wrote in the group that today is a holiday,'' he said. "We have no holidays, no weekends. ... I don't know, I have no feelings, everything is plain, everything is gray, and my thoughts are only about how to preserve my personnel and how to stop the enemy."
Others, however, said the day brought hope that there would one day be peace. Ukrainians expect the inauguration of U.S. president-elect Donald Trump may bring about a ceasefire deal, and many soldiers who have borne the brunt of nearly three years of fighting, said they hoped that would be the case.
"On such a day, today, I'd like to wish for all of this to be over, for everyone,'' said Valerie, a Ukrainian soldier in the 24th Mechanized Brigade who would only give his first name. "Of course, there is always hope, there is always hope. Everyone wants peace, everyone wants peace and to return home."

    


White Christmas in the U.S. Northeast 
Residents of New York City awoke to their first white Christmas in Central Park since 2009, according to the National Weather Service New York. The 843-acre urban park recorded a snow depth of 1 inch at 7 a.m.
In Massachusetts, school children came up with names for a dozen hardworking snowplows, including "Taylor Drift," "Control-Salt-Delete" and "It's Snow Problem." The Massachusetts Department of Transportation this week announced the winners of its competition to name the snowplows, which was open to elementary and middle school students. Other winning names included "Meltin' John," "Ice Ice Baby" and the "Abominable Plowman."
President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden spent part of Christmas Day calling each branch of the military stationed overseas to thank them for their service.

    


German celebrations muted by market attack 
German celebrations were darkened by a car attack on a Christmas market in Magdeburg on Friday that left five people dead, including a 9-year-old boy, and 200 people injured.
President Frank-Walter Steinmeier rewrote his recorded Christmas Day speech to address the attack, saying that "there is grief, pain, horror and incomprehension over what took place in Magdeburg." He urged Germans to stand together and said "hate and violence must not have the last word."
A 50-year-old Saudi doctor who had practiced medicine in Germany since 2006 was arrested on suspicion of murder, attempted murder and bodily harm. The suspect's X account describes him as a former Muslim and is filled with anti-Islamic themes.
Some Germans participated in joyful holiday traditions despite tough times. Members of the winter and ice swimming club Seehunde Berlin, or the Berlin Seals, waded into Oranke Lake wearing Santa hats as part of their annual Christmas Day swim. Meanwhile, rabbis gathered in town to watch the set-up of a giant Hanukkah menorah in front of the Brandenburg Gate.
Displaced Christians in Gaza pray for peace 
An elderly Christian couple in the Gaza Strip has marked Christmas in a squalid tent camp, separated from their families and friends.
Amal Amouri and her husband, Tony Al-Masri, are members of Gaza's tiny Christian community. While many of Gaza's 1,000 or so Christians have sheltered in a Gaza City church throughout the war, the couple is among the hundreds of thousands of displaced Palestinians who have fled to southern Gaza.
The tent camps in the Muwasi area barely have enough food or proper shelter. Al-Masri recently recovered from a stroke and walks with a cane.
Al-Masri said that before the war, his family would travel to the West Bank town of Bethlehem, the traditional birthplace of Jesus, to celebrate the Christmas. He said being separated from them was especially difficult.
"On days like these, I would be with my children in Bethlehem and with my grandchildren, sitting with all the family. We have been deprived of all of this," he said. "This is the hardest thing for me. For two years I have not seen my children or grandchildren."
His wife hung a wooden cross inside their tent, which has pictures of Christian leaders and Jesus and Virgin Mary as well as written prayers in every corner. "I only wish for peace," she said.
___

Barry reported from Milan. Associated Press writers Melanie Lidman in Jerusalem; Hannah Schoenbaum in Salt Lake City; Rashid Yehya in Teleskaf, Iraq; Evgeniy Maloletka in the Donetsk region, Ukraine; Nick Perry in Boston; and David McHugh in Frankfurt, Germany, contributed to this report.
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            Blake Lively poses for photographers upon arrival at the UK Gala Screening for the film 'It 'Ends With Us' on Thursday, Aug, 8, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            Justin Baldoni attends the world premiere of "It Ends with Us" at AMC Lincoln Square on Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Blake Lively's claims that "It Ends With Us" director and co-star Justin Baldoni unleashed a smear campaign against her have gained support from a new lawsuit that Baldoni's former publicist filed against him. 
The lawsuit was lodged Tuesday in New York state court in Manhattan by Stephanie Jones, who began representing Baldoni in 2017. It said the actor and his movie production company, Wayfarer, expanded their contract in 2020, agreeing to pay a $25,000 monthly fee.
The lawsuit alleged that Baldoni, 40, and Wayfarer last August, when the film was released, teamed up with publicists to try to "bury" and "destroy" Lively amid fears that allegations of misogynistic and toxic on-set behavior as the romantic drama was made might harm his reputation and career. 
Jones sought unspecified damages from the defendants, including Jennifer Abel, a former employee who she says carried out the campaign to damage Lively and muddy the reputation of Jones.

    


The lawsuit alleges that Abel was fired after Jones learned on Aug. 21 that Abel had "stolen more than 70 proprietary and sensitive business documents and additional client leads" from Jonesworks as Abel prepared to leave the firm to start her own publicity company, taking along Baldoni and Wayfarer as clients.




The lawsuit also alleges that Abel teamed up with Melissa Nathan, a crisis management expert who in the past has represented actor Johnny Depp, in a quest to influence and control media content damaging to Lively and Jones.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Numerous text messages included in the lawsuit were extracted from the company phone that Abel returned to Jonesworks when she was fired, the lawsuit said.
In response to a request for comment Wednesday, Abel sent an email that included screenshots of text messages between herself and Jones, along with a July 26 email she sent to Jones, two weeks after announcing her plans during a Zoom call to leave the company on Aug. 23. 

    


In the email, she wrote, in part: "I know this path won't be easy, but I hope I can keep you in my life as a mentor, a friend and a close confidant because I truly view you as family and would be lost without your support. I want to assure you however I can, that unlike those who have burned you in the past, that there is not one ounce of ill will here."
She added: "I have left a company before with grace and with my relationships intact, and that's what I fully plan on, and hope for."
Nathan did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Wednesday.
Last week, Lively filed a complaint with the California Civil Rights Department, a step that often precedes the filing of a lawsuit, alleging that Baldoni sought to damage her reputation after Lively, 37, and her husband Ryan Reynolds addressed "repeated sexual harassment" by Baldoni and a producer on the movie.
Bryan Freedman, an attorney representing Baldoni, Wayfarer Studios and its representatives, called the claims in Lively's filing "completely false, outrageous and intentionally salacious."
He pushed back against Lively's allegations of a coordinated campaign, saying the studio "proactively" hired a crisis manager "due to the multiple demands and threats made by Ms. Lively during production."

    


A message sent to Freedman on Wednesday to get comment on the lawsuit filed by Jones was not immediately returned.
"It Ends With Us," an adaptation of Colleen Hoover's bestselling 2016 novel, was released in August, exceeding box office expectations with a $50 million debut and sales eventually approaching $350 million.

Baldoni starred in the telenovela send-up "Jane the Virgin," directed "Five Feet Apart" and wrote "Man Enough," a book pushing back against traditional notions of masculinity.
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Desi Bouterse, a dictator convicted of murder who twice ruled Suriname, has died at 79
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                    Suriname's President Desi Bouterse, re-elected to a second, five-year term, attends his swearing-in ceremony in Paramaribo, Suriname, Aug. 12, 2015. (AP Photo/Ertugrul Kilic, File)
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                                        PARAMARIBO, Suriname (AP) -- Desi Bouterse, a military strongman who led a 1980 coup in the former Dutch colony of Suriname then returned to power by election three decades later despite charges of drug smuggling and murder, has died. He was 79.
Suriname's President Chan Santokhi on Wednesday reflected on Bouterse's outsized legacy in a message of condolences to his family and called on the nation to "keep calm and maintain order." 
Vice President Ronnie Brunswijk wrote on Facebook that Bouterse's "life had a lasting impact on our country and his efforts will not be forgotten." The cause of death was not immediately known.
Bouterse was applauded by supporters for his charisma and populist social programs. For his opponents, he was a ruthless dictator who was convicted of drug trafficking and extrajudicial killings. 
In December 2023, Bouterse was sentenced to 20 years in prison for the murders of 15 opponents of the then-military government i n December 1982, ending a historic 16-year legal process. He then vanished and never served time in jail despite the sentencing.

    


"There is nobody who has shaped the history of Suriname since its independence like Desi Bouterse," said Dutch historian Pepijn Reeser, who wrote a biography of Bouterse in 2015.




He said that Bouterse was the first to overcome the stark social class divide that once defined Suriname. 
"Before the coup, it was unthinkable somebody from the lower class could become the most powerful man of the country. But he was also the first post-colonial leader to resort to political violence, and the first to use Suriname as a transshipment point for illegal narcotics," Reeser said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Early Wednesday, dozens of supporters gathered outside Bouterse's home where his wife lived, tears streaming down their faces. Many were dressed in purple, the color of his political party.
Born Oct. 13, 1945, on a former sugar plantation near the capital, Paramaribo, Bouterse left for the Netherlands in 1968, as did thousands of other Surinamers in that era to seek adventure or a better life in Europe. Suriname was then still a colony, and as a Dutch citizen he was eligible for conscription, so he joined the armed forces a few months after arriving.

    


He graduated from the Royal Military School and served at several Dutch army bases in the Netherlands and Germany. Bouterse returned to Suriname two weeks before it became an independent republic on Nov. 25, 1975, and joined its newly formed military. The initial optimism of young military men in serving their own country quickly turned into frustration over widespread favoritism and corruption in the consecutive governments of Prime Minister Henck Arron. When Arron forbade the troops from unionizing, 16 young soldiers led by Bouterse overthrew the government on Feb. 25, 1980, and made him the de facto ruler.
"We took control because we want to save this country from ruin. There needs to be a total change of mentality to transform Suriname into the paradise it used to be," Bouterse said to a journalist a few hours after the coup.

    


When promised democratic reforms did not materialize, opposition to Bouterse's military regime grew rapidly, culminating in the killing of 15 men on Dec. 8, 1982. The victims were journalists, lawyers, military and university teachers, and their slaying became known as the "December Murders."
"The executions were a severe blow to the rule of law in Suriname from which the country still has not fully recovered," said Eddy Wijngaarde, a brother of journalist Frank Wijngaarde, one of the victims. "The impact of the December Murders goes beyond the death of these 15 men. Since December 1982, Bouterse used fear for him as a means to secure his powerful positions and personal interests."
Shocked by the killings, the Netherlands suspended all development aid. One of Bouterse's former bodyguards, Ronnie Brunswijk, took up arms in 1986 in a bid to oust the dictator. For six years, the country was torn by a civil war in which both sides violated human rights and hundreds died.

    


International isolation and the lack of domestic support for his military regime led Bouterse to accept free elections in November 1987. He established his own political movement, the National Democratic Party, but won only three of 51 seats in Parliament. Nonetheless, as commander of the armed forces, Bouterse kept a tight grip on the newly elected government of President Ramsewak Shankar.
Following a conflict between Bouterse and Shankar in 1990, the army seized power again, dismissing Shankar with a phone call. Civilian rule was restored the following year. Bouterse officially left Suriname's army in 1993, and became what he described as a fulltime politician and businessman.
In 1999, a Dutch court sentenced him in absentia to 11 years in prison for smuggling more than 1,000 pounds of cocaine to the Netherlands. The absence of an extradition treaty between the nations meant he never served his sentence.

    


In 2007, Suriname's military court started a trial against Bouterse and 24 others for their alleged roles in the December Murders of 1982.
Bouterse was painted as the chief instigator by the prosecution. He maintained he was not present at the murders, although he said he accepted "political responsibility" as army commander.
"I want to apologize to all the relatives of the victims. But to think you can lock me up? Never, niemals, jamais, nunca," Bouterse said during a televised speech in March 2007.
While the trial dragged on for more than a decade, the former military leader reinvented himself as a politician by preaching nationalism and attracting support from many ethnic groups in Suriname, whose people have African, Asian, Amerindian, European and Middle Eastern roots.
He was elected president for the first time in 2010. Instead of avoiding his past, he celebrated it. He quickly declared Feb. 25, the day of his military coup in 1980, a national holiday. He handed out high-ranking government jobs to other December Murders suspects and coup plotters. 
"Despite his controversial past, Bouterse was able to embody a new political dynamism, with strong leadership and a promising vision for the future," political scientist Hans Breeveld of the Anton de Kom University in Suriname said in an interview in 2015.
Inspired by the socialist politics of Venezuela's then-President Hugo Chavez, Bouterse continued construction of social housing, increased social welfare benefits and raised the government pension.
These popular measures secured his reelection for another five-year term in 2015, but also proved to be an unpayable burden for the state. Large budget deficits and rampant inflation ensued. Consecutive devaluations of the Surinamese dollar in 2016 resulted in the currency losing more than half of its value in just a year.
"The reckless economic policies of Bouterse have put a huge burden on our future generations, who are forced to repay millions of dollars of loans to international creditors," Surinamese economist Winston Ramautarsing told The Associated Press in 2016.
With his support dwindling during his second term, Bouterse resorted to the tactics that he used during his dictatorship, including threatening the judges of his own murder trial during public events. High school history textbooks that mentioned the December Murders were banned. He regularly fired Cabinet ministers while blaming them for Suriname's problems.
In 2012, the Bouterse administration proclaimed an internationally criticized amnesty law for the December Murders in an attempt to halt the murder trial. However, the law was ruled inapplicable by the military court in 2016, and in June 2017, the prosecutor recommended a 20-year prison sentence for Bouterse.
"If it was God who made me president, who is this judge to try to send me away?" Bouterse said. He tried to force out the attorney general, but the latter refused to quit.
A verdict in the trial was expected in 2018. Bouterse said during a speech in August 2017 that he "already knew" he would be reelected for a third five-year term in the 2020 election. But he had been making regular trips to Cuba that were described as routine check-ups, and after returning in September 2017 from a monthlong stay, his office admitted the president had undergone surgery, although it refused to disclose more details.

Bouterse was married twice and had three children, one son and two daughters. His son, Dino Bouterse, was serving a 16-year prison sentence in the U.S. for drug trafficking.
___
Former AP Employee Pieter Van Maele contributed to this story.
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King Charles III focuses Christmas message on healthcare workers in year marked by royal illnesses
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            King Charles, Queen Camilla and other senior members of the UK royal family attended Christmas Mass in Sandringham on Wednesday
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            Britain's King Charles III speaks during the recording of his Christmas message at the Fitzrovia Chapel in central London, England, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (Aaron Chown/PA via AP, Pool)
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            Kate, Princess of Wales with her eldest son Prince George leave after attending the Christmas day service at St Mary Magdalene Church in Sandringham in Norfolk, England, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            Britain's King Charles III waves to the crowd as he and Queen Camilla, Prince William, Prince George attend the Christmas day service at St Mary Magdalene Church in Sandringham in Norfolk, England, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            Kate, Princess of Wales shakes hands with a little girl as she greet members of the public after attending the Christmas day service at St Mary Magdalene Church in Sandringham in Norfolk, England, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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                                    King Charles, Queen Camilla and other senior members of the UK royal family attended Christmas Mass in Sandringham on Wednesday
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- King Charles III used his annual Christmas message Wednesday to hail the selflessness of those who have cared for him and the Princess of Wales this year, after both were diagnosed with cancer.
The 76-year-old monarch said he and his family are "continually" impressed by those who dedicate their lives to helping others.
"From a personal point of view, I offer special, heartfelt thanks to the selfless doctors and nurses who this year have supported me and other members of my family through the uncertainties and anxieties of illness and have helped provide the strength, care and comfort we have needed," he said in a prerecorded speech.
The broadcast came several hours after the monarch waved to a large crowd of onlookers who traditionally gather to see the royal family attend Christmas Day services at a church on Sandringham, the estate on the windswept North Sea coast that has served as a family retreat for generations.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: King Charles III focuses Christmas message on healthcare workers in year marked by royal illnesses
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Rica Ann Garcia reports on the traditional Christmas message from King Charles the third in which he highlights the selfless work of people in healthcare.

    


    


The king walked with Queen Camilla as his eldest son, Prince William, Kate and their three children followed. The king's daughter-in-law, who has slowly returned to public duties after completing chemotherapy, hugged a cancer patient after the service.




Two of Charles' siblings, Anne, the Princess Royal, and Prince Edward, the Duke of Edinburgh, were also in the procession.
Notably absent at St. Mary Magdalene Church was Prince Andrew. The king's 64-year-old brother has retreated further into the shadows amid news that a Chinese businessman had been barred from the U.K. because of concerns he cultivated links with Andrew on behalf of the Chinese Communist Party.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Andrew, once second in line to the British throne, has become a constant source of tabloid fodder because of his money woes and links to questionable characters, including the late American financier and convicted pedophile Jeffrey Epstein.

    


Even after stepping back from public duties, Andrew has continued to appear at family events and his absence from Sandringham suggests a further retreat from the public eye. The king has been under pressure to distance Andrew from the royal family to avoid further embarrassment to the monarchy.
While Andrew said he never discussed anything sensitive with the suspected Chinese spy and had ceased contact with the man as soon as concerns were raised, the scandal raises further questions about his judgment and distracts from the work of the royal family, said Ed Owens, author of "After Elizabeth: Can the Monarchy Save Itself?''
"The reason why this is a problem for the king is simply that the king is trying to rebrand the monarchy at the moment, centering its focus around him, but also around William, Catherine, what they are trying to do," Owens said.
"It's been a very difficult year for the monarchy, not least because of the two cancer diagnoses. And all the positive headlines that the king has been trying to generate of late, unfortunately, are overshadowed by the behavior, the reckless behavior, of his younger brother, who once again finds himself in the headlines."

    


The king's Christmas speech is the third since he ascended the throne after Queen Elizabeth II died in September 2022, but the first since he was diagnosed with an undisclosed form of cancer in February. 
The monarch's holiday message is watched by millions of people in the U.K. and across the Commonwealth, with many households timing Christmas lunch around it. 
The king's treatment, which is believed to be ongoing, forced him to step away from public appearances for two months. He has slowly returned to public life in recent months and was in good spirits on a tour of Australia and the South Pacific in October.
A few weeks after Charles began treatment, the Princess of Wales announced her own cancer diagnosis, which sidelined her for much of the year.
In a voiceover for her annual Christmas carol service at Westminster Abbey, which was recorded this month but broadcast on Tuesday evening, Kate also reflected on the love and support that she received.
"The Christmas story encourages us to consider the experiences and feelings of others," she said. "It also reflects our own vulnerabilities and reminds us of the importance of giving and receiving empathy, as well as just how much we need each other in spite of our differences."

    


Charles spoke at the Fitzrovia Chapel in central London, which was part of the now-demolished Middlesex Hospital where his first wife, Diana, opened London's first dedicated ward for those with AIDS. 
The king had tasked the team organizing the broadcast with finding a site away from the royal estate, and one with health connections, a strong community presence and a place of solace and reflection for those with or without faith.
It's a rare occasion when the monarch's Christmas message is not recorded at a royal residence, notably Buckingham Palace or Windsor Castle. The last time his late mother recorded her message outside the royal estate was in 2006.

    


Charles also paid his respect to World War II troops who perished on the beaches of northern France as well as the few remaining veterans, many of them centenarians, who attended the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings in Normandy in June.
He said it was an "enormous privilege" to meet "the remarkable veterans of that very special generation who gave of themselves so courageously on behalf of us all" but that the specter of war was haunting the world this Christmas.
"During previous commemorations, we were able to console ourselves with the thought that these tragic events seldom happen in the modern era," he said. "But on this Christmas Day, we cannot help but think of those for whom the devastating effects of conflict in the Middle East, in Central Europe, in Africa and elsewhere pose a daily threat to so many people's lives and livelihoods."

On the domestic front, the king expressed his "deep sense of pride" for communities that came together after riots broke out in many towns and cities in the summer following a stabbing rampage at a dance class that left three girls dead and several wounded.
___
Brian Melley contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/king-charles-kate-christmas-speech-britain-1bd3c401838815e439864d8fdb84ded5



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trial of man accused in Trump assassination attempt in Florida pushed back to September

    Trial of man accused in Trump assassination attempt in Florida pushed back to September

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Ryan Wesley Routh takes part in a rally in central Kyiv, Ukraine, April 30, 2022. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            In this image taken from police body camera video and released by the Martin County, Fla., Sheriff's Office, law enforcement officers arrest Ryan Routh, the man suspected in the apparent assassination attempt of Donald Trump, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (Martin County Sheriff's Office via AP, File)
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- A man accused of attempting to assassinate President-elect Donald Trump in South Florida won't be tried until September 2025, a federal judge ruled this week.
Ryan Routh's trial will begin Sept. 8 instead of the previously scheduled Feb. 10, 2025 start date, U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon said in an order released on Monday.
Routh, 58, a Hawaii resident, has pleaded not guilty.
Routh's attorneys had asked the judge to delay the trial until no earlier than next December, saying they needed more time to review the evidence against him and decide whether to mount an insanity defense. 
Routh owned 17 cellphones and numerous other electronic devices, and there are hundreds of hours of police body camera and surveillance videos that have been provided to the defense, Routh's attorneys argued during a hearing two weeks ago in Fort Pierce, Florida.

    


In her order, Cannon said she wanted to err on the side of providing more time given the seriousness of the allegations, but that starting the trial no earlier than December would be an excessive amount. A September trial date didn't amount to an "unreasonable delay," she said.




The judge said that any insanity defense or any request related to Routh's mental competency must be made by early February. Any visit to the scene of the assassination attempt must be made by the end of February.
Prosecutors say Routh methodically plotted to kill Trump for weeks before aiming a rifle through the shrubbery as Trump played golf on Sept. 15, 2024 at his West Palm Beach country club. Before Trump came into view, Routh was spotted by a Secret Service agent. Routh allegedly aimed his rifle at the agent, who opened fire, causing Routh to drop his weapon and flee without firing a shot. Prosecutors say he left behind a note describing his intentions.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He was arrested a short time later driving on a nearby interstate.

    


Routh's charge of attempted assassination of a major presidential candidate carries a potential life sentence in the event of a conviction. Other charges include assaulting a federal officer and three firearms counts. He is being held without bail at the federal jail in Miami.

Routh's arrest came two months after Trump was shot and wounded in the ear in an assassination attempt during a campaign rally in Pennsylvania. The Secret Service acknowledged failings leading up to that shooting but has said security worked as it should have to thwart the potential Florida attack.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on the social platform X: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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Taliban say Pakistani airstrikes killed 46 people in eastern Afghanistan, mostly women and children
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                    This is a locator map for Pakistan with its capital, Islamabad, and the Kashmir region. (AP Photo)
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                                        PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) -- Pakistan's airstrikes on eastern Afghanistan killed 46 people, mostly women and children, a Taliban government official said Wednesday, raising fears of further straining relations between the two neighbors.
Hamdullah Fitrat, the deputy spokesman for the Afghan government, said those killed in the strikes that targeted four locations in Barmal, a district in the province of Paktika, were refugees, adding that six others were also wounded. 
This comes a day after Pakistani security officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity in line with regulations, told The Associated Press that Tuesday's operation was to dismantle a training facility and kill insurgents in Paktika.
Earlier Wednesday, Mohammad Khurasani, the spokesman for the Pakistani Taliban or Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, claimed in a statement that 50 people, including 27 women and children, died in the strikes. He said they were "unarmed refugees" who fled to Afghanistan because of Pakistan's offensive in the northwest.

    


The TTP -- a separate group but also a close ally of the Afghan Taliban -- also shared photos, alleging they were of children killed during the Pakistani operation.




The strikes came hours after Mohammad Sadiq, Pakistan's special representative for Afghanistan, traveled to Kabul to discuss a range of issues.
Afghanistan's Foreign Ministry in Kabul summoned the Pakistani envoy and lodged a strong protest over the strikes by Pakistan's military. In a statement, it said while a representative of the civilian government of Pakistan was busy in talks with the Afghan officials, the strikes were carried out by Pakistani forces to "create mistrust in the relations between the two countries."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It said Kabul "will not accept the violation of the country's territory under any circumstances, and the country is ready to defend its independence and territory" and "such irresponsible actions will definitely have consequences."

    


Pakistan has not commented on the latest strikes. However, the Pakistani military said Wednesday that security forces killed 13 insurgents in an intelligence-based operation in South Waziristan, a district located along eastern Afghanistan's Paktika province.
Pakistan's Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi praised "Pakistan's brave security force" in a statement for thwarting "the nefarious designs" of "terrorists." He didn't mention the Pakistani air strikes inside Afghanistan 
The Taliban Defense Ministry denounced the attacks on Tuesday and promised retaliation. 
On Wednesday, the situation along the shared border seemed to be business as usual. However, security analysts say the TTP could launch retaliatory attacks in Pakistan.
Syed Muhammad Ali, an Islamabad-based security analyst, said "heavy casualties suffered" by Pakistan due to TTP attacks prompted the military to target insurgents in Afghanistan. He said Pakistan's "patience has finally run out as its diplomatic efforts aimed at persuading the Afghan Taliban to rein in TTP yielded no result." 
Pakistan has seen innumerable militant attacks in the past two decades but there has been an uptick in recent months. The latest was this weekend when at least 16 Pakistani soldiers were killed when the TTP attacked a checkpoint in the country's northwest.


    


Pakistani officials have accused the Taliban of not doing enough to combat militant activity across the border, a charge the Afghan Taliban government denies, saying it does not allow anyone to carry out attacks against any country.
North and South Waziristan are former strongholds of Pakistani Taliban, who have fled to Afghanistan.
Tensions were at an all-high in March when Pakistan said intelligence-based strikes took place in the border regions inside Afghanistan.
___
Associated Press writers Rasool Dawar in Peshawar, Pakistan, and Ishtiaq Mahsud in Dera Ismail Khan, Pakistan, contributed to this report.
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            Pope Francis kicked off the 2025 Holy Year on Tuesday, inaugurating a celebration of the Catholic Church that is expected to draw some 32 million pilgrims to Rome in a test of the pope's stamina and the ability of the Eternal City to welcome them.
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            Faithful from all over the word started flocking to St. Peter's square and lining up braving chilly temperatures to cross the Holy Door on Wednesday and thus receive the Catholic Church indulgence for their sins.
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            When Pope Francis formally opens the Holy Year, he will launch a dizzying 12-month calendar of events that include special Jubilee masses for the faithful from all walks of life. (AP video by Paolo Santalucia)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            In this image released by Vatican Media, Pope Francis opens the holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025 before presiding over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Vatican Media, HO)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis celebrates a Christmas Eve Mass on the day the Pope opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis, third from left, celebrates a Christmas Eve Mass on the day the Pope opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            11 of 40 | 
            A giant monitor shows Pope Francis pausing before entering the holy door at the start of the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Faithful and pilgrims wait in St. Peter's Square for the opening of the holy door of St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, marking the start of the Catholic jubiliar year 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 40 | 
            Pope Francis celebrates a Christmas Eve Mass on the day the Pope opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis, left, celebrates a Christmas Eve Mass on the day the Pope opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            In this image released by Vatican Media, Pope Francis opens the holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025 before presiding over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Vatican Media, HO)
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            Faithful and pilgrims wait in St. Peter's Square for the opening of the holy door of St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, marking the start of the Catholic jubiliar year 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 40 | 
            Faithful and pilgrims wait in St. Peter's Square for the opening of the holy door of St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, marking the start of the Catholic jubiliar year 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            21 of 40 | 
            Pope Francis is helped by masters of ceremonies Massimiliano Matteo Boiardi, left, and Diego Giovanni Ravelli, right, as he presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            22 of 40 | 
            Pope Francis presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            23 of 40 | 
            From right, Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni, Rome's Mayor Roberto Gualtieri, and House Speaker Lorenzo Fontana attend the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, presided over by Pope Francis after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubiliar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            26 of 40 | 
            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            30 of 40 | 
            The first pilgrims pass through after Pope Francis opened the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool via AP)
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            31 of 40 | 
            Members of the clergy walk after Pope Francis opened the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool via AP)
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            32 of 40 | 
            In this image released by Vatican Media, Pope Francis opens the holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025 before presiding over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Vatican Media, HO)
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            33 of 40 | 
            Pope Francis presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            35 of 40 | 
            Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, center, and Rome's Mayor Roberto Gualtieri, right, pass through after Pope Francis opened the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            36 of 40 | 
            Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, center left, and Rome's Mayor Roberto Gualtieri, right, pass through after Pope Francis opened the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool via AP)
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            The first pilgrims pass through after Pope Francis opened the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            38 of 40 | 
            Pope Francis presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            39 of 40 | 
            Pope Francis presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            40 of 40 | 
            Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone follows Pope Francis presiding over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Pope Francis kicked off the 2025 Holy Year on Tuesday, inaugurating a celebration of the Catholic Church that is expected to draw some 32 million pilgrims to Rome in a test of the pope's stamina and the ability of the Eternal City to welcome them.
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                                    Faithful from all over the word started flocking to St. Peter's square and lining up braving chilly temperatures to cross the Holy Door on Wednesday and thus receive the Catholic Church indulgence for their sins.
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                                    When Pope Francis formally opens the Holy Year, he will launch a dizzying 12-month calendar of events that include special Jubilee masses for the faithful from all walks of life. (AP video by Paolo Santalucia)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            In this image released by Vatican Media, Pope Francis opens the holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025 before presiding over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Vatican Media, HO)
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                                    In this image released by Vatican Media, Pope Francis opens the holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025 before presiding over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Vatican Media, HO)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis celebrates a Christmas Eve Mass on the day the Pope opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis, third from left, celebrates a Christmas Eve Mass on the day the Pope opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 40

                                    
                                    Pope Francis, third from left, celebrates a Christmas Eve Mass on the day the Pope opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 40 | 
            A giant monitor shows Pope Francis pausing before entering the holy door at the start of the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    A giant monitor shows Pope Francis pausing before entering the holy door at the start of the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 40 | 
            Faithful and pilgrims wait in St. Peter's Square for the opening of the holy door of St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, marking the start of the Catholic jubiliar year 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis celebrates a Christmas Eve Mass on the day the Pope opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 40 | 
            Pope Francis, left, celebrates a Christmas Eve Mass on the day the Pope opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            16 of 40 | 
            In this image released by Vatican Media, Pope Francis opens the holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025 before presiding over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Vatican Media, HO)
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            Faithful and pilgrims wait in St. Peter's Square for the opening of the holy door of St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, marking the start of the Catholic jubiliar year 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                    Faithful and pilgrims wait in St. Peter's Square for the opening of the holy door of St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, marking the start of the Catholic jubiliar year 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Faithful and pilgrims wait in St. Peter's Square for the opening of the holy door of St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, marking the start of the Catholic jubiliar year 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                    Faithful and pilgrims wait in St. Peter's Square for the opening of the holy door of St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, marking the start of the Catholic jubiliar year 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            21 of 40 | 
            Pope Francis is helped by masters of ceremonies Massimiliano Matteo Boiardi, left, and Diego Giovanni Ravelli, right, as he presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Pope Francis presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            From right, Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni, Rome's Mayor Roberto Gualtieri, and House Speaker Lorenzo Fontana attend the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, presided over by Pope Francis after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubiliar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica to mark the start of the Catholic Jubilee Year, at the Vatican, Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            29 of 40 | 
            Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis opens the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool via AP)
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            30 of 40 | 
            The first pilgrims pass through after Pope Francis opened the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool via AP)
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                                    The first pilgrims pass through after Pope Francis opened the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool via AP)
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            Members of the clergy walk after Pope Francis opened the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool via AP)
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                                    Members of the clergy walk after Pope Francis opened the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Remo Casilli/Pool via AP)
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            32 of 40 | 
            In this image released by Vatican Media, Pope Francis opens the holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025 before presiding over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Vatican Media, HO)
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                                    In this image released by Vatican Media, Pope Francis opens the holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025 before presiding over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Vatican Media, HO)
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            Pope Francis presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Pope Francis presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                    Pope Francis presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            35 of 40 | 
            Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, center, and Rome's Mayor Roberto Gualtieri, right, pass through after Pope Francis opened the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool via AP)
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            The first pilgrims pass through after Pope Francis opened the Holy Door to mark the opening of the 2025 Catholic Holy Year, or Jubilee, in St. Peter's Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday Dec. 24, 2024. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool via AP)
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            Pope Francis presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis presides over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone follows Pope Francis presiding over the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, after opening the basilica's holy door marking the start of the Catholic jubilar year 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- Pope Francis kicked off the 2025 Holy Year on Tuesday, inaugurating a celebration of the Catholic Church that is expected to draw some 32 million pilgrims to Rome in a test of the pope's stamina and the ability of the Eternal City to welcome them.
From his wheelchair, Francis knocked a few times and the great Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica swung open. He was wheeled across the threshold as bells tolled across Rome and the choir inside the basilica began Christmas Eve Mass. 
In his homily, Francis said the Holy Year is an opportunity to relieve the debt of poor countries and commit to protecting the planet. The aim of the Jubilee, he said, is "to bring hope to the interminable, dreary days of prisoners, to the cold and dismal lodgings of the poor and to all those places desecrated by war and violence."
The ceremony inaugurated the once-every-25-year tradition of a Jubilee, in which the Catholic faithful make pilgrimages to Rome.

    


Francis has dedicated the 2025 Jubilee to the theme of hope, and he will underscore that message when he opens a Holy Door on Thursday at Rome's Rebibbia prison in a bid to give inmates hope for a better future. Francis has long incorporated prison ministry into his priestly vocation, and has made several visits to Rebibbia and other prisons during his travels.




Security around the Vatican was at its highest levels following the Christmas market attack last week in Germany, the interior ministry said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Italian authorities were using extra police patrols and camera surveillance around Rome, while pilgrims faced metal detectors and other security checks to access St. Peter's Square via a reinforced police barricade passage.
Francis, who turned 88 last week, went into the Christmas week and Jubilee launch with a cold that forced him to deliver his weekly Sunday blessing from indoors. But he appeared in fine form Tuesday night. His health and stamina, already compromised because of his tendency to get bronchitis, are a concern given the rigorous calendar of events during the Holy Year.

    


One of the highlights will be the canonization of the teenage internet whiz Carlo Acutis, considered the first millennial and digital-era saint, during the Jubilee dedicated to adolescents in April.
This week, Francis also delivers his annual "Urbi et Orbi" (to the city and the world) speech on Christmas Day from the loggia of St. Peter's Basilica. In addition to the outing at Rebibbia, he will celebrate New Year's Eve vespers and a New Year's Day Mass.
The city of Rome entered the Jubilee with some trepidation. It has undergone two years of traffic-clogging public works upgrades of transportation, hospital emergency rooms and other vital services, testing residents' patience.
But only about a third of the 323 projects have been completed, and the city is already groaning under the weight of overtourism. Visitors have returned to Italy in droves following COVID-19, and the explosion of short-term vacation rentals has exacerbated a housing crisis.

    


Some of Rome's prized monuments have reopened recently, including the Trevi Fountain. And the main Jubilee project was finished just in time: A pedestrian piazza linking Castel St. Angelo to the Via della Conciliazione, the main boulevard leading to St. Peter's Square, was unveiled Monday.
Vatican officials insist that Rome has a tradition of welcoming pilgrims and point to how past Jubilees have left their mark on the Eternal City's urban and spiritual landscape. The Sistine Chapel was commissioned by Pope Sixtus IV for the Jubilee of 1475, and the big Vatican garage was built for the 2000 Jubilee under St. John Paul II.
Pope Boniface VII called the first Holy Year in 1300, and in recent times they are generally celebrated every 25 to 50 years. Pilgrims who participate can obtain "indulgences" -- the related to the forgiveness of sins that roughly amounts to a "get out of Purgatory free" card.
Francis declared a special Jubilee in 2015-2016 dedicated to mercy and the next one is planned for 2033 to commemorate the anniversary of the crucifixion of Christ.

    


The last regular Jubilee was in 2000, when St. John Paul II ushered in the church's third millennium. The one before that, in 1975, was notable because Pope Paul VI was nearly hit by falling plaster when he opened the Holy Door. The door was still behind a fake wall and Paul had used a ceremonial hammer to bang on it three times to open it. The fake wall now is removed well in advance.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            Japan's Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya, left, and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, right, shake hands in Beijing's Diaoyutai State Guesthouse Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya, left, and Chinese Premier Li Qiang, right, hold a talk at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- China and Japan agreed Wednesday to set up talks on often contentious security issues as they seek to improve a relationship riven in recent years by a range of issues, from territorial disputes to the discharge of water from Japan's tsunami-wrecked nuclear power plant.
Japanese Foreign Minister Takeshi Iwaya, on his first trip to China since assuming the post in October, sounded positive after meetings with Chinese Premier Li Qiang and Foreign Minister Wang Yi, saying the talks were "very candid" and wide-ranging.
"I feel we were able to build a personal relationship that would lead to the future," he told reporters in the Chinese capital.
Wang agreed to visit Japan next year for a high-level economic dialogue including cooperation on the environment, energy conservation and health and nursing care. Japan announced an easing of visa requirements for Chinese visitors, following China's recent decision to allow Japanese to enter without a visa.

    


The two countries also have major differences. Iwaya raised Japan's concerns about China's military activity near a group of uninhabited islands that both countries claim, as well as China's territorial disputes with other countries in the South China Sea. 




Efforts to improve ties are in their early stages following a commitment to do so made by Chinese President Xi Jinping and Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba at a meeting last month during the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Peru.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Currently China-Japan relations are at a critical period of improvement and development," Li said at the start of his meeting with Iwaya. "China is willing to work together with Japan to move toward the important direction proposed by the leaders of the two countries."
Iwaya's one-day trip came just before U.S. President-elect Donald Trump takes office in January and the uncertainty his presidency is expected to bring to America's global relations.

    


Trump has threatened to hike tariffs on Chinese goods, reigniting a trade war he unleashed in his first administration. It's unclear how he will impact the U.S.-Japan alliance, which President Joe Biden has sought to buttress during the last four years as part of his strategy to confront a rising China.
Japan has revamped its approach to defense i n response to Chinese actions in recent years, boosting military spending and shifting away from a principle of self-defense. Earlier this year, Japan protested when a Chinese military plane flew into Japan's airspace, while in the summer, a Chinese survey ship sailed into Japanese territorial waters.
Wang agreed to Iwaya's proposal for a Japan-China security dialogue, which would try to improve communication over some of these issues.
Iwaya called for an early lifting of a ban on Japanese seafood imports that China imposed after a Japanese utility began discharging treated but still radioactive water from the former nuclear power plant in Fukushima.
The two sides agreed to keep working on the issue, and also resume talks on Japanese beef and rice exports to China.

    


Japan's easing of visa requirements included allowing group tours to stay for 30 days, up from 15, and increasing the validity of multiple-entry tourist visas from five to 10 years.
Both sides hope that people-to-people exchanges can help improve relations. 

In that context, Iwaya asked China to improve security for his country's citizens, following recent attacks on Japanese school children, and also raised the detention of several Japanese businesspeople on spy charges. Both are making some Japanese hesitant to travel or work in China, he said.
___
Yamaguchi reported from Tokyo. Associated Press writer Huizhong Wu in Bangkok contributed to this report.
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            Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, speaks with reporters after meeting with Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's choice to be defense secretary, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, talks after a policy luncheon on Capitol Hill, Sept. 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)
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            Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, speaks during the U.S. Capitol Christmas tree lighting ceremony on the West Front of the Capitol, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, speaks with reporters after meeting with Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's choice to be defense secretary, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., left, wears a bandage on his face and wrist as he walks to cast a vote on the Senate floor after falling during a luncheon on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, talks after a policy luncheon on Capitol Hill, Sept. 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The fate of President-elect Donald Trump's Cabinet is still unclear after Republican senators spent much of December carefully dodging questions about Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 's views on vaccines, accusations of sexual misconduct against Pete Hegseth and Tulsi Gabbard's 2017 meeting with then-President Bashar Assad of Syria. 
While some GOP senators have indicated they are all-in for Trump's picks, others have withheld support, for now, especially on some of his more controversial nominees. The dynamic is injecting uncertainty into the process as Republicans prepare to take the Senate majority in January with a four-seat margin and as Trump aggressively challenges them to confirm his Cabinet immediately. 
It's not unusual for senators to wait until after confirmation hearings to publicly announce a decision. But Republicans are under more pressure than usual as Trump and his allies make clear that they will confront senators who don't fall in line. 

    


"You only have control of the Senate because of Donald Trump," the president-elect's son, Donald Trump Jr., warned during a media appearance this month. "Without that, you'd be relegated to insignificance." 




There has been one casualty of the process so far -- former Rep. Matt Gaetz of Florida, who withdrew from contention as attorney general after senators relayed private concerns. But Trump has enthusiastically stood by the rest, including Kennedy for secretary of Health and Human Services, Hegseth for secretary of Defense and Gabbard for director of national intelligence. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
With hearings starting by mid-January, before Trump is even inaugurated, senators will soon have to decide how closely they will scrutinize the nominees and whether they are willing to vote against any of them. Republicans will have a 53-47 majority, so Trump cannot lose more than three votes on any nomination if Democrats are united in opposition. 

    


The outcome of the confirmation process, and the level of dissent in the Senate, will likely set the tone for Trump's presidency and his relationship with Congress, which was frequently tumultuous during his first term. He often clashed with the Senate, in particular, but has signaled he expects Republican senators to be more compliant this time around.
"It's not about putting yeses on the board, it's about keeping nos off the board," said Oklahoma Sen. Markwayne Mullin, one of Trump's top allies in the Senate, who speaks with him frequently. 
While most Senate Republicans have scrambled to display as much loyalty to Trump as possible, a handful have made clear that they are willing to defend the body's "advise and consent" role. Among the senators to watch are moderate Republicans Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, Susan Collins of Maine and incoming freshman Sen. John Curtis of Utah.
"Anybody who wants to give me heat for doing my job, bring it on," Curtis said Sunday on ABC's "This Week" when asked about vetting Trump's nominees. "This is my job. It's my constitutional responsibility." 
Still, even moderate senators have shied away from directly criticizing Trump's picks. And not a single Republican has gone on the record against a nominee. 

    


Several of Trump's picks are expected to sail to confirmation, perhaps even with some Democratic votes. Sen. John Fetterman, D-Pa., has indicated he will support Florida Sen. Marco Rubio for secretary of State and Rep. Elise Stefanik for United Nations ambassador, as have a few other Democrats. 
For the more controversial nominees, though, party unity will be key.
One of Trump's most embattled picks is Hegseth, a Fox News host and veteran who some see as inexperienced and has publicly questioned whether women should serve in combat. He has also faced allegations of sexual assault and excessive drinking that he has denied. But it's all given some senators pause, despite Trump's enthusiastic support. 
Hegseth has faced particular pressure from Iowa Sen. Joni Ernst, herself a combat veteran who has worked to address sexual assault in the military. She has met with Hegseth several times, and has not yet said she will support him. She will have a chance to question him, publicly and face-to-face, in a Senate Armed Services Committee confirmation hearing that is scheduled for Jan. 14. 

    


Though a hearing for Gabbard has not yet been set, senators will also be able to question her publicly and in a classified setting about her trip to Syria after the U.S had severed diplomatic relations. Gabbard has defended the trip, saying it's important to open dialogue, but critics hear echoes of Russia-fueled talking points in her commentary. Assad fled to Moscow earlier this month after opposition forces overtook Syria in a surprise attack, ending his family's five decades of rule. 
While Republican senators have mostly refrained from publicly expressing concerns about Gabbard's ties abroad, nearly 100 former senior U.S. diplomats and intelligence and national security officials have urged Senate leaders to schedule closed-door hearings to allow a full review of the government's files on her.

    


Senators have been a bit more openly skeptical of Kennedy, who has long questioned the use of some vaccines. 
After a report in the New York Times that one of his advisers filed a petition to revoke approval for the polio vaccine in 2022, Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell issued a statement saying that "efforts to undermine public confidence in proven cures are not just uninformed -- they're dangerous," and that "anyone seeking the Senate's consent to serve in the incoming administration would do well to steer clear of even the appearance of association with such efforts."
McConnell, who had polio as a child, is leaving leadership next year but will stay in the Senate. His votes will also be closely watched after years of tension with Trump as he assumes a new role free from the responsibilities of leadership. 
Like McConnell, many senators have taken an "advice" approach, telling the nominees what they need to do to be confirmed. 

North Carolina Sen. Thom Tillis says he's told all of the nominees he's met with so far, "go out and see what the press is saying about you, find your top 10 and disarm the conversation by having a good solution for why that isn't you." 
In addition, Tillis said, "you've got to have a good showing in committee." 
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            In this image provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, firefighters put out a fire following a Russian missile attack on the country's energy system in Dnipropetrovsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            Ukrainian servicemen of 117th Separate Heavy Mechanized Brigade pray before a Christmas dinner on Pokrovsk direction, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            In this image provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, firefighters work on a site of an apartment building destroyed by a Russian attack in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            Military chaplain Yurii of 24th Mechanized Brigade blesses Ukrainian servicemen during Christmas near the frontline town of Chasiv Yar, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Military chaplain Yurii of the 24th Mechanized Brigade holds a church service for an infantry unit during Christmas near the frontline town of Chasiv Yar, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday Dec. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            In this photo provided by Ukraine's 33rd Mechanised Brigade press service, servicemen prepare a festive dinner on Christmas Eve in a shelter on the frontline in the Dnipropetrovsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (Volodymyr Petrov/Ukraine's 33rd Mechanised Brigade via AP)
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            In this image provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, firefighters put out the fire following a Russian missile attack on the country's energy system in Dnipropetrovsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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            In this image provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service on Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, firefighters work on a site of an apartment building destroyed by a Russian attack in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Russia launched a massive missile and drone barrage targeting Ukraine's energy infrastructure on Wednesday, striking a thermal power plant and prompting Ukrainians to take shelter in metro stations on Christmas morning. 
The strikes on Ukrainian fuel and energy sources included 78 air, ground, and sea-launched missiles as well as 106 Shaheds and other types of drones, Ukraine's air force said. It claimed to have intercepted 59 missiles and 54 drones, with 52 more drones being jammed.
"(Russian President Vladimir) Putin deliberately chose Christmas for an attack. What could be more inhumane?" Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on X. "They continue to fight for a blackout in Ukraine." 
In Russia, meanwhile, one woman died and three people were wounded after falling debris from a downed drone sparked a fire in a shopping mall in the city of Vladikavkaz. The head of Russia's republic of North Ossetia-Alania, Gov. Sergey Menyaylo, said security footage showed that the explosion took place outside the Alania Mall Wednesday morning. 

    


At least one person was killed in Russia's attack on Ukraine's Dnipro region, Vice Prime Minister Oleksii Kuleba said on Telegram, adding that heating was disrupted for 155 residential buildings. He also said 500,000 people in the Kharkiv region were without heat.




Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said one Russian missile passed Moldovan and Romanian airspace. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Energy Minister Herman Halushchenko said Russia again "massively attacks energy infrastructure." Ukraine's air force said that multiple missiles had been fired at the Kharkiv, Dnipro and Poltava regions in the east of the country. 
Halushchenko said the power distributor took the necessary measures to limit consumption. "As soon as the security situation allows, energy workers will establish the damage caused," he said. State energy operator Ukrenergo applied preemptive power outages across the country due to a "massive missile attack," leading to electricity going out in several districts of the capital, Kyiv.

    


Ukraine's biggest private energy company, DTEK, said Russia struck one of their thermal power plants Wednesday morning, making it the 13th attack on Ukraine's power grid this year.
"Denying light and warmth to millions of peace-loving people as they celebrate Christmas is a depraved and evil act that must be answered," Maxim Timchenko, CEO of DTEK wrote on his X account.
At least seven strikes targeted Kharkiv, sparking fires across the city, regional head Oleh Syniehubov wrote on Telegram. At least three people were injured, local authorities said. 
"Kharkiv is under massive missile fire. A series of explosions rang out in the city and there are still ballistic missiles flying in the direction of the city. Stay in safe places," Kharkiv Mayor Ihor Terekhov said.
Russia's Ministry of Defense said in its morning report Wednesday that it had shot down 59 Ukrainian drones overnight, including over the Belgorod, Voronezh, Kursk, Bryansk and Tambov regions, as well as over the Azov Sea. It did not mention the incident in North Ossetia-Alania.

Four people were also killed as a result of Ukrainian shelling in the town of Lgov in the Kursk region, regional head Alexander Khinshtein said. Three people died after several residential blocks and a beauty salon were hit, he said. Another person later died in a hospital.

    


___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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            For more than 400 days after being critically wounded during Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack on southern Israel, Yona Brief tried to recover. But after losing both legs and enduring medically induced comas, the combat medic died in late November.
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            Hazel and David Brief hold a photo book made by their son Yona Brief who died 14 months after Hamas militants shot him 14 times on Oct. 7, 2024 in Kfar Aza, at their home in Modiin, Israel, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sam McNeil)
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            Hazel Brief looks at her daughter and granddaughter at their home in Modiin, Israel, Dec. 8, 2024. Hazel's son Yona Brief has died 14 months after Hamas militants shot him 14 times on Oct. 7, 2024 in Kfar Aza, (AP Photo/Sam McNeil)
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            Hazel and David Brief look at photo books made by their son Yona Brief who died 14 months after Hamas militants shot him 14 times on Oct. 7, 2024 in Kfar Aza, at their home in Modiin, Israel, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sam McNeil)
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            Hazel Brief looks at her daughter and granddaughter at their home in Modiin, Israel, Dec. 8, 2024. Hazel's son Yona Brief has died 14 months after Hamas militants shot him 14 times on Oct. 7, 2024 in Kfar Aza, (AP Photo/Sam McNeil)
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                                        MODIIN, Israel (AP) -- For more than 400 days after being critically wounded during Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack on southern Israel, Yona Brief tried to recover. But after losing both legs and enduring medically induced comas, the combat medic died in late November.
The dual Israeli-American citizen has come to symbolize the sacrifice by hundreds of fallen soldiers in what many in Israel see as a war for the country's survival.
"He became a symbol of 'Don't quit,'" said his mother, Hazel. His father, David, compared him to the oil that lit the candelabra in the Hannukah story, miraculously burning longer than expected, according to Jewish tradition.
More than 800 Israeli soldiers have been killed since Hamas' attack, about 300 of them on the initial day and the rest in Gaza or in the war against Hezbollah in Lebanon. Thousands of others have been wounded, many of them seriously. The war in Gaza has killed nearly 45,000 Palestinians, while over 3,500 people have been killed in Lebanon, according to local health officials.

    


Serving in Israel's military is compulsory for most Jews. Soldiers' service is revered, and Israelis see their sacrifice as deeply moving. Public opinion in previous wars has often been swayed by high soldier casualties.




Months before Brief was called into action on Oct. 7, he had been seriously wounded, also in his legs, by a pipe bomb during a commando raid while serving in the occupied West Bank.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The weekend of Oct. 7 was his first on duty after his recovery.
As militants attacked from Gaza, he and his seven-soldier commando unit raced to join the Israeli army's house-by-house war in the communal farming villages, military bases and towns along the border.
His father said Brief's unit was ordered to clear the Kibbutz Kfar Aza, where Hamas fighters ambushed them, killing two soldiers.
When Brief rushed to help one of them, he was shot 13 times.

    


Suddenly, his training as a medic was used to save himself.
His father said he cinched tourniquets around his mutilated legs and dragged himself and a fellow soldier into a nearby bullet-ravaged home. There, the family of Hadas Eilon-Carmi hid in a reinforced room and later described Brief as the soldier "full of blood."
Brief was evacuated to a hospital hours later. The other soldier, his commanding officer, died at the scene.
The hospital stay was grueling, too. Brief was the most critically wounded patient from the Oct. 7 attack to be treated at Sheba Medical Center in Tel Aviv, the country's largest hospital.
After his legs were amputated, he teetered between life and death.
He had more than 20 surgeries. His doctors told Israeli media he received more than 200 units of blood. The hospital brought specialists and surgeons from around the world in a bid to save him.
Eilon-Carmi's family became close with his family, visiting Brief in the hospital and praying for his recovery.
"Yona represents everything I want an Israeli to be," she said.
Brief's determination to live became a source of inspiration for the doctors and medical staff, who had been overwhelmed by work and heartbreak in the early days of the war, said Steve Walz, the international spokesperson for Sheba Medical Center.

    


Though there were periods when Brief was in a medically induced coma, he was often awake and lucid, even lively.
He was grateful for what remained, his mother said.
He worked out in his hospital bed, raising a barbell above his head. He sang and danced with visitors. Once, he even left the hospital to spend the night in his family home but his medical issues brought him back.
Brief's parents said there were sparks of joy in the nearly 14 months after he was wounded. Chefs cooked him special meals like sushi. Politicians and influencers visited, and Israel's top musicians played by his bedside. He turned 23.
But while his parents said his spirit never wavered, his liver finally failed after months of heavy medication.
Hundreds attended his funeral, and tributes poured in from all walks of Israeli life.

"With Yona, every day he had to fight for this victory and that's why his heroism is extraordinary," said Chili Tropper, an Israeli opposition lawmaker who became close with Brief and his family. "For him, during 417 days, every single day was a war."
___
Associated Press writer Melanie Lidman in Tel Aviv, Israel contributed to this report.
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            Palestinians sit in front of closed shops during a general strike called as Palestinian security forces mount a major raid against militants in the Jenin refugee camp in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Armored Palestinian security vehicles are seen on the road as Palestinian forces mount a major raid against militants in the Jenin refugee camp in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Armored Palestinian security vehicles are seen on the road as Palestinian forces mount a major raid against militants in the Jenin refugee camp in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                        JENIN REFUGEE CAMP, West Bank (AP) -- Gunfire has rung out for days from the West Bank's Jenin refugee camp. But this time, it's not Israeli forces that are facing off against armed groups. It is the forces of the Palestinian Authority clashing with Palestinian gunmen.
The Palestinian Authority, which administers parts of the occupied territory, launched a rare crackdown earlier this month that has sparked one of the worst armed confrontations between Palestinians in years. The authority says it wants to bring law and order to what's long been a hotbed of militancy and a place where it has little control.
Its ability to contain armed groups there will reverberate far beyond the West Bank. The Palestinian Authority wants to position itself to take over governance in Gaza once the war there ends. But confronting Palestinians at a time when many view the authority as a subcontractor for Israel could deepen divisions in Palestinian society.
Here is a look at the days of fighting between Palestinians in the West Bank:

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Fighting rages on the streets and at least 5 are dead
Earlier this month, security forces for the Western-backed Palestinian Authority stormed into Jenin refugee camp, a restive militant stronghold, and began a crackdown against armed groups.
Fighting has raged in the streets of the camp, and armored cars are seen patrolling. Palestinian security forces have taken over part of a hospital, using it as a base and shooting from inside, according to the United Nations.
At least one militant from the Islamic Jihad group and three security force members have been killed, including a captain in the intelligence services whose death was announced Wednesday, according to the Palestinian forces. About 50 people have been arrested.
At least two uninvolved civilians have been killed and some wounded. The fighting prompted the main U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, UNRWA, to suspend its services, including schooling. The violence has disrupted safe access for Palestinians to other services, including water and health. It also has complicated the restoration of services destroyed in previous Israeli raids of the camp.

    


The Jenin refugee camp explained
The urban, built-up refugee camp in the northern West Bank houses Palestinians whose families were displaced in the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation. It has long been a center for Palestinian militancy and a bastion of armed struggle against Israel. The militant groups Islamic Jihad and Hamas operate freely there, and its streets are regularly lined with posters depicting slain fighters as martyrs for the Palestinian cause. 
The Palestinian Authority, which administers the main Palestinian population centers of the West Bank as part of interim peace agreements with Israel from the 1990s, has little presence in Jenin. Many people view the Palestinian Authority forces with suspicion and see them as serving Israel's interests because of security coordination that has facilitated Israel's own crackdowns on Palestinians.
The refugee camp and the adjacent city of Jenin have long been targets of Israel in its stated bid to stamp out militancy. Since the start of the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza, which has sparked a wave of violence in the West Bank, Israel has raided or carried out airstrikes in Jenin multiple times, killing dozens and leaving heavy destruction.
Palestinian health officials say Israeli raids throughout the West Bank since Oct. 7, 2023, have killed more than 800 Palestinians. Israel says most of these are militants, but youth throwing stones and people not involved in confrontations have also been killed.

    


The PA raid is meant to restore order but it's also linked to postwar Gaza
According to Brig. Gen. Anwar Rajab, the spokesperson for the Palestinian security forces, the raid is meant to impose law and order and restore peace and security. The troops were focused on "eradicating" Iran-backed groups that were trying to incite "chaos and anarchy," he added. The raid will end when those goals are reached, according to the security forces. 
But the raid is also shining a spotlight on the Palestinian Authority's ability to impose order and security in a restive area. With no clear vision for who will administer postwar Gaza, the raid could convince skeptics that the authority has what it takes to rule the Palestinian enclave. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas is considering an agreement with Hamas that would create a committee of politically independent technocrats to administer the Gaza Strip after the war. The committee would report to him.

    


The Biden administration sees a rehabilitated Palestinian Authority as the best option to govern and secure postwar Gaza. The U.S. has for years invested heavily in training the Palestinian security forces, and the administration has seen its re-entry into Gaza, after being routed by Hamas in 2007, as a feasible replacement for Hamas, whose rule Israel has sought to end with the war. 
Israel rejects this idea, seeing the Palestinian Authority as too weak to be able to contain Hamas. It says it will maintain open-ended security control over Gaza.
The incoming Trump administration has not yet laid out its vision for postwar Gaza, but Trump's first term was overwhelmingly supportive of Israel's positions.

    


For Palestinians, the raid highlights and deepens their internal divisions
Palestinians are not strangers to divisions within their society, with the most prominent the rift between Hamas and Abbas' Fatah party. The parties fought bloody street wars in Gaza before Hamas forced Fatah out of the territory, and the sides have failed to reconcile since. 
Since then, the Fatah-dominated Palestinian Authority has tried to diminish Hamas' influence in the West Bank, often with Israel's help.

Reeling from the yearslong internal rift, Palestinians have staged general strikes and protests calling for unity. But the raid could deepen the perception of the Palestinian Authority as a facilitator of Israel's whims and potentially undermine any popular support for it to return to effectively rule Gaza.
___
Goldenberg reported from Tel Aviv, Israel. 
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            U.S. Center for SafeSport CEO Ju'Riese Colon testifies during The Commission on the State of U.S. Olympics and Paralympics hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            U.S. Center for SafeSport CEO Ju'Riese Colon testifies during The Commission on the State of U.S. Olympics and Paralympics hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 11

                                    
                                    U.S. Center for SafeSport CEO Ju'Riese Colon testifies during The Commission on the State of U.S. Olympics and Paralympics hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 11 | 
            Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 11

                                    
                                    Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 11 | 
            Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 11

                                    
                                    Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 11 | 
            Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 11

                                    
                                    Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 11 | 
            Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 11

                                    
                                    Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 11 | 
            Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 11

                                    
                                    Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 11 | 
            Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 11

                                    
                                    Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 11 | 
            Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 11

                                    
                                    Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 11 | 
            Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 11

                                    
                                    Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 11 | 
            Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 11

                                    
                                    Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 11 | 
            Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 11

                                    
                                    Recreational rugby player Sean McDowell, whose SafeSport case investigator Jason Krasley was fired after being arrested for stealing drug money in his previous job as a police officer, poses for a portrait Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            EDDIE PELLS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        DENVER (AP) -- The U.S. Center for SafeSport abruptly fired one of its investigators last month after learning he'd been arrested for stealing money confiscated after a drug bust he was part of during his previous job as a police officer.
Jason Krasley left his job with the Allentown Police Department in Pennsylvania in 2021 and was hired by the Denver-based SafeSport center to look into sensitive cases involving sex abuse and harassment.
Among Krasley's cases was one with Sean McDowell, who had filed a report to the center accusing a member of his Seattle-based recreational rugby club of stalking and harassment. McDowell said it took the center, which has struggled with timely handling of complaints, about eight weeks to assign an investigator to the case.
That investigator turned out to be Krasley, who stopped responding to emails from McDowell a few weeks after they first spoke. Around then, McDowell got a terse email from the center's assistant director of investigations, Daniel Kast, who said he was "writing to advise you that Jason Krasley is no longer employed" by the center, and that a new investigator would be assigned.

    


McDowell did some digging and saw news reports that Krasley had been arrested and charged with theft and receiving stolen property for allegedly stealing $5,500 that had been confiscated from a drug bust in Allentown in 2019. The criminal case in Pennsylvania still has not been resolved.
"I went back and double-checked it. It was just disbelief, because I'm thinking, 'There's no way this could be the same guy,'" McDowell said. "I'm still struggling to wrap my mind around it because it just seems so off from what their stated mission is."

    


Center has struggled to keep up with sex-abuse cases
The SafeSport Center was established in 2017 to deal with sexual-misconduct, harassment and similar cases in sports with an Olympic connection, from the elite level down to the grassroots.
At last count, it had around 77 employees on its response and resolutions team -- 36 of whom are on the center's investigations team -- and the center was receiving approximately 155 reports per week. While not every report ends up as a fully investigated case, the numbers speak to an ever-growing catalogue of cases that the agency, with an annual budget of around $21 million, is tasked with resolving.
Embedded within that issue are the challenges that come with finding qualified investigators to ask delicate questions of both accusers and those accused of misconduct. The center said it hires subject-matter experts from a variety of sources including law enforcement, child protective services, Title IX, and other relevant fields.
"Although we value our relationship with law enforcement, nobody is above the law," the center's CEO, Ju'Riese Colon, said in an emailed statement to The Associated Press.
The center said it conducts multiple interviews and a "comprehensive background check" of potential employees by an independent third party "known nationally for its work in screening and vetting candidates." Every year, the center conducts a search for criminal and sex-offender history for active employees.
"As a CEO, I am profoundly disappointed that a former staff member has been accused of such misconduct," Colon said. "We take this matter seriously and are assessing the situation to determine what, if any, additional vetting could have prevented this individual from being eligible for hire."

    


Krasley was a detective in Pennsylvania for 20 years
Public records show Krasley worked as a detective/task force officer for the Allentown police from 2002-21. His 2024 arrest came more than five years after the alleged theft.
It came out of a May 2019 drug bust on a barbershop where police seized cocaine and $16,000 in cash.
The grand jury presentment that led to the arrest revealed Krasley was one of the officers who counted the money and was later inside the van where it was stored. Back at the station, when some of the money went missing, Krasley became argumentative and would not submit to a personal search, according to the presentment.
Krasley did not respond to emails and text messages from AP seeking comment.

    


What to do about cases Krasley handled?
Krasley's arrest and dismissal from the center raises the question of what to do with the cases he handled during his time as an investigator there. The center did not provide a specific number of cases Krasley handled.
Among those whose cases were assigned to the former cop is Kirsten Hawkes, a fencer who ran into multiple frustrations with the center after reporting a claim that a former coach of hers forcibly kissed her after a meeting at a hotel bar.
Hawkes said Krasley came off as very sympathetic to her situation when they met, and "he'd sort of call me and talk about other things, like family, or other cases. We would talk for hours."
Hawkes said she was grateful that someone was listening to her after her traumatic episode. But she also described Krasley as overly eager to resolve the case once it got to arbitration and unwilling to consider her abuse allegations against the same person from when Hawkes was a child.

    


When Hawkes heard that Krasley had been arrested and fired, she started wondering if her case and others were handled appropriately.
"They have the resources to call a police department and say 'Hey we're hiring him for a semi-government job handling sensitive information, anything we should know?'" Hawkes said. "It might not show up on a background check, but they should at least do the due diligence on digging a little bit further.
"It puts everything under a different lens, completely."
The center said it was reviewing the cases Krasley was involved in, and currently has no indication any of them were mishandled. It is contracting with an external firm to conduct an audit of his cases.
Accuser questions if center is taking his case 'seriously'
Since Krasley's dismissal, McDowell, the rugby player, has had his case reassigned to a new investigator who he said "has been good" so far.
Still, the clock is ticking. The 34-year-old player says he was retaliated against and suspended by his rugby team in Seattle after he asked leaders to take action against the person he said was stalking him. The retaliation included sending details of his case to another rugby club in San Francisco, which also tried to bar him from playing.
"Because of this whole smear campaign, people are hostile to me," McDowell said. "What the SafeSport Center doesn't understand is, this is actually my day-to-day life. It's not just the people I'm playing rugby with, because word spreads. And they just don't seem to really care, or take it seriously."
McDowell brought the case in September. Heading into the Christmas holiday, he says the SafeSport Center had not treated his case with urgency and was no further along in getting his complaint resolved than when he initiated it.

"The public-facing comments seem to be that they're this beacon of hope and optimism," McDowell said. "Then, every time I read a new story about them, I keep thinking, 'The actions from SafeSport don't align with any of this.'"
___
This story has been corrected to show the center was receiving approximately 155 reports per week, not per month.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/hub/sports
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Jim Larranaga stepping down at Miami, Bill Courtney to take over, AP source says
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                    Miami head coach Jim Larranaga yells from the sideline during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Tennessee, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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    The AP Top 25 men's college basketball poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


CORAL GABLES, Fla. (AP) -- Jim Larranaga is stepping down as Miami's men's basketball coach effective immediately, a person with knowledge of the decision said Thursday.
The 75-year-old Larranaga will be replaced by associate head coach Bill Courtney -- one of Larranaga's best friends for the past three decades or so -- for the remainder of the season, the person said.
The person spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity because the school had not made any public announcement. A press conference was planned for later Thursday.
The decision by Larranaga ends a 14-year run as coach of the Hurricanes -- and, presumably, a 41-year college head-coaching career that saw him win 744 games at Miami, American International, George Mason and Bowling Green. He took Miami to the Final Four in 2023 and took George Mason to the Final Four in 2006.

    


The Hurricanes are 4-8 this season and only 5-19 in their last 24 games, a stunning freefall for a program that went to the Final Four just two seasons ago. Injuries and roster turnover have taken a clear toll, and Larranaga is one of many coaches who has expressed some level of frustration with the lack of regulation and transparency that comes with the Name, Image and Likeness era in college sports.




Larranaga was under contract into 2027 and had some school officials try to get him to rethink the decision in recent days, the person said. Players were reconvening on campus to resume practice Thursday after the holiday break.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Larranaga is the second prominent coach to step down unexpectedly this season in the Atlantic Coast Conference. Tony Bennett did the same at Virginia back in October, less than three weeks before the Cavaliers played their season-opener.
Bennett, when he stepped down, said NIL has simply changed the game for coaches and not in a good way.
"College athletics is not in a healthy spot. It's not," Bennett said in October. "And there needs to be change. It's not going to go back. I think I was equipped to do the job here the old way -- that's who I am and that's how it was."

    


Larranaga's decision to step aside makes him the latest big-name veteran coach to leave the ACC in recent seasons, following the departures of some other giants within the sport -- North Carolina's Roy Williams in spring 2021, Duke's Mike Krzyzewski a year later and Syracuse's Jim Boeheim to end a 47-year tenure in 2023, and Bennett earlier this year.
It's also the second sudden retirement for Miami's basketball programs in 2024: women's coach Katie Meier surprised many around the Hurricanes when she stepped away this past spring after 19 seasons in Coral Gables. Meier has remained at the school as a special advisor to athletic director Dan Radakovich and as a professor.
Officially, Larranaga's first coaching job was in 1977 at American International. Unofficially, it was when he was a freshman at Archbishop Malloy High School in New York. Larranaga was on an undefeated freshman team there and the coach quit at Christmas -- so Jack Curran, the varsity coach there, named Larranaga one of the student coaches for the rest of the season.

    


More than 60 years later, it was Larranaga stepping down at Christmastime.

He played college basketball at Providence, has coached more than two dozen college players who went on to the NBA, made 20 postseason appearances -- 11 NCAA, eight NIT and one CIT berth -- as a coach, was the AP national coach of the year in 2013 and was announced earlier this month as a candidate again for enshrinement in the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on AP Top 25 basketball throughout the season. Sign up here
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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Detroit Red Wings fire coach Derek Lalonde, name Todd McLellan as his replacement
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            Detroit Red Wings head coach Derek Lalonde, standing, watches during the first period of an NHL hockey game against the St. Louis Blues, Monday, Dec. 23, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Jose Juarez)
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            2 of 3 | 
            Detroit Red Wings head coach Derek Lalonde talks to his players during the second period of an NHL hockey game against the Montreal Canadiens, Friday, Dec. 20, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            Los Angeles Kings head coach Todd McLellan watches his team's NHL hockey game against the San Jose Sharks in Los Angeles, Nov. 25, 2019. (AP Photo/Michael Owen Baker, File)
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            Los Angeles Kings head coach Todd McLellan watches his team's NHL hockey game against the San Jose Sharks in Los Angeles, Nov. 25, 2019. (AP Photo/Michael Owen Baker, File)
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                                        The Detroit Red Wings fired coach Derek Lalonde on Thursday and named Todd McLellan as his replacement, a major change by general manager Steve Yzerman more than a third of the way through another disappointing season in the place known as "Hockeytown."
The move the day after Christmas comes with the Red Wings on a three-game skid and having lost nine of their past 12. They've lost 21 of their first 34 games this season and are above only the lowly Buffalo Sabres in the Eastern Conference.
Lalonde was nearly midway through his third season with Detroit after winning the Stanley Cup twice as an assistant with Tampa Bay. Yzerman inherited Jeff Blashill as coach when he left the Lightning for the Red Wings in 2019 and hired Lalonde in the summer of 2022 with the goal of getting the team back in the playoffs.
Despite signing three-time Stanley Cup champion Patrick Kane in 2023 and re-signing him last offseason, the success has not approached the Red Wings' glory days when they won the Cup four times between 1996-97 and 2007-08 -- three times with Yzerman as captain and once with him working in the front office. Instead, their playoff drought is on track to reach a ninth year -- second-longest in the league behind Buffalo.

    


Associate coach Bob Boughner was also fired and Trent Yawney hired to work on McLellan's staff as an assistant. McLellan signed a multiyear contract to start his fourth NHL head coaching job after stints with San Jose, Edmonton and Los Angeles.




McLellan, 57, coached his team to the playoffs in nine of the 14 full seasons he was in charge behind the bench. He returns to the Motor City after getting his first job in the league as a Red Wings assistant in 2005 and serving under coach Mike Babcock on the 2008 title run.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Melville, Saskatchewan, native was hired by the Sharks just after and led them on three trips to the West final. Most recently, McLellan was fired by the Kings in February during the All-Star break and interviewed for other vacancies since.


    


This is the fourth coaching change around the NHL this season and 15th this calendar year, counting Rick Bowness' retirement in Winnipeg. The Boston Bruins in November fired Jim Montgomery, who was hired by the St. Louis Blues less than a week later, and the Chicago Blackhawks replaced Luke Richardson with Anders Sorensen in early December.
___
AP NHL: https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/red-wings-derek-lalonde-todd-mclellan-1b6e21cfa44d032ef94fbea6eba72c5f
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) runs out of the backfield against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes and Travis Kelce speak after an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) runs against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) celebrates his touchdown against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson (3) runs into the end zone for a touchdown against Kansas City Chiefs linebacker Leo Chenal (54) during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Xavier Worthy (1) scores a touchdown against Pittsburgh Steelers safety Minkah Fitzpatrick (39) during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Xavier Worthy (1) celebrates his touchdown with Hollywood Brown (5) during the first half of an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs safety Justin Reid (20) intercepts the ball intended for Pittsburgh Steelers tight end Pat Freiermuth (88) during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers fans cheer during the first half of an NFL football game between the Pittsburgh Steelers and the Kansas City Chiefs, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            10 of 25 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs safety Justin Reid (20) celebrates his interception off Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            11 of 25 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Justin Watson (84) scores a touchdown against Pittsburgh Steelers cornerback Donte Jackson (26) during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) passes against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) passes against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            14 of 25 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) makes a touchdown cacth against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 25 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) celebrates his touchdown against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 25 | 
            Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker Elandon Roberts (50) tackles Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            17 of 25 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs running back Kareem Hunt (29) celebrates his touchdown against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson (3) is sacked by Kansas City Chiefs defensive end Mike Danna (51) during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson (3) reaches to recover his own fumble against Kansas City Chiefs defensive end Mike Danna (51) during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            20 of 25 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) holds a football after an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            21 of 25 | 
            Fans cheer for Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes after an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            22 of 25 | 
            Fans cheer for Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes after an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            23 of 25 | 
            Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson (3) runs from Kansas City Chiefs linebacker Leo Chenal (54) during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            24 of 25 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs safety Justin Reid (20) hits Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver George Pickens (14) during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            25 of 25 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) and Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver George Pickens (14) embrace after an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) runs out of the backfield against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes and Travis Kelce speak after an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) runs against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) celebrates his touchdown against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson (3) runs into the end zone for a touchdown against Kansas City Chiefs linebacker Leo Chenal (54) during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Xavier Worthy (1) scores a touchdown against Pittsburgh Steelers safety Minkah Fitzpatrick (39) during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Xavier Worthy (1) celebrates his touchdown with Hollywood Brown (5) during the first half of an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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                                    Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Xavier Worthy (1) celebrates his touchdown with Hollywood Brown (5) during the first half of an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs safety Justin Reid (20) intercepts the ball intended for Pittsburgh Steelers tight end Pat Freiermuth (88) during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers fans cheer during the first half of an NFL football game between the Pittsburgh Steelers and the Kansas City Chiefs, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Kansas City Chiefs safety Justin Reid (20) celebrates his interception off Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 25

                                    
                                    Kansas City Chiefs safety Justin Reid (20) celebrates his interception off Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 25 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Justin Watson (84) scores a touchdown against Pittsburgh Steelers cornerback Donte Jackson (26) during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) passes against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) passes against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) makes a touchdown cacth against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) celebrates his touchdown against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker Elandon Roberts (50) tackles Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs running back Kareem Hunt (29) celebrates his touchdown against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson (3) is sacked by Kansas City Chiefs defensive end Mike Danna (51) during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson (3) reaches to recover his own fumble against Kansas City Chiefs defensive end Mike Danna (51) during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) holds a football after an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Fans cheer for Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes after an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Fans cheer for Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes after an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson (3) runs from Kansas City Chiefs linebacker Leo Chenal (54) during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs safety Justin Reid (20) hits Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver George Pickens (14) during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    24 of 25

                                    
                                    Kansas City Chiefs safety Justin Reid (20) hits Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver George Pickens (14) during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            25 of 25 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) and Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver George Pickens (14) embrace after an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    25 of 25

                                    
                                    Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) and Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver George Pickens (14) embrace after an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            WILL GRAVES

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Andy Reid donned a Santa Claus suit in a giddy Kansas City Chiefs locker room on Christmas Day, then handed his team a present it increasingly looks like it deserves: home-field advantage throughout the AFC playoffs.
How Reid managed to slide into the costume so quickly after Kansas City's clinical 29-10 victory over the reeling Pittsburgh Steelers to lock up the top seed in the AFC for the fourth time in seven years is a mystery (though he hinted there's an elf involved).
How Reid's team manages to pull away from the pack year after year is not.
A lot of Patrick Mahomes. A dash of Travis Kelce. A splash of speed. A defense that quietly goes about its business, even when its leader is standing on the sideline in sweatpants.
Yes, it has been ugly -- by Kansas City's lofty standards -- at times while the Chiefs have chased a third straight championship. Yet as the playoffs loom, the group that looked so vulnerable for most of the season suddenly seems to be rounding into form.

    


And the road to the Super Bowl will once again go through Arrowhead Stadium. Just the way the Chiefs like it.




"Getting the No. 1 seed is important," Mahomes said after throwing for 320 yards and three touchdowns. "It's like winning a playoff game."
Even if how the Chiefs locked it up didn't exactly feel like one.
Kansas City (15-1) spent three hours toying with the Steelers (10-6) like a cat batting around shreds of leftover wrapping paper. The Chiefs raced to an early 13-point lead and were never really threatened by Pittsburgh, which has dropped three straight to see its chances of capturing the AFC North take another hit.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"That sucked, to be blunt," Steelers coach Mike Tomlin said.
It often does when Pittsburgh is on one side of the line of scrimmage and Mahomes is on the other. Mahomes is now 4-0 against the Steelers with 17 touchdowns against just one interception. He connected on first-half scoring tosses to Xavier Worthy and Justin Watson and added a history-making 12-yard touchdown flip to Kelce to seal it in the fourth quarter.

    


The grab was the 77th scoring reception of Kelce's career, breaking a franchise record set by Hall of Famer Tony Gonzalez. The 35-year-old Kelce celebrated by dunking the ball over the goal post, a nod to Gonzalez's signature move. The gesture drew a 15-yard penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct, though it hardly mattered. Harrison Butker made the longer extra point and the Chiefs were firmly in control.
"It's just showing Tony some love," Kelce said with a laugh on the day he joined Gonzalez and Jason Witten as the only tight ends to reach 1,000 receptions. Kelce finished with eight catches for 84 yards while playing for an offense that is starting to get its swagger back. 
The defense wasn't bad either, even with five-time Pro Bowl defensive end Chris Jones sidelined by a calf injury. Jones' teammates hardly looked gassed while playing for the third time in 11 days.
"It was tough," cornerback Trent McDuffie said. "I mean, three games in 11 days is crazy for anybody. But I thought we handled it very well."

    


The Steelers did not. Pittsburgh went 0-3 during the span, a brutal stretch against Super Bowl contenders Philadelphia, Baltimore and Kansas City in which the Steelers looked outclassed.
Perhaps more troubling than the losses is the way they played out. Pittsburgh lost each contest by at least 14 points and could find itself starting the postseason on the road after playing fast-and-loose with the two-game division lead it enjoyed just three weeks ago.
"I think that there's highs and lows in every season," Pittsburgh quarterback Russell Wilson said after throwing for 205 yards with an ill-timed pick in the end zone in the first quarter. "We've got to make sure that we end this last game on the right footing and right belief."
That hasn't been an issue in years in Kansas City. Not with Mahomes at the controls. He spread his 29 completions to eight different players, including a career-best eight to Worthy and four to Hollywood Brown, whose return from injury has given the Chiefs another playmaker in what is starting to look like another stacked deck.

    


"We're playing, especially offensively, our best football of the year," Mahomes said.
Looks like it. The two-time MVP hardly bothered by the ankle injury he suffered against Cleveland, throwing touchdowns to cap Kansas City's first two drives. And while the Steelers drew within 13-7 and 16-10, they never had the ball with a chance to take the lead in the second half.

Instead, the Chiefs -- who spent most of the first three months of the season squeaking by most weeks -- zoomed away with the No. 1 seed and several weeks to rest before a bid for a three-peat that certainly looks doable.
Injuries
Chiefs: RB Isiah Pacheco left in the second half with a rib injury.
Steelers: DT Cam Heyward exited briefly in the fourth quarter but managed to return. 
Up next
Chiefs: finish up the regular season by heading to Denver.
Steelers: host Cincinnati in the regular-season finale. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/chiefs-steelers-score-62b0cc833d714d52d1f46566c40812d7
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) runs off the field after an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson walks off the field after an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson warms up before an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Houston Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud (7) hugs Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson after an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson throws a pass during the first half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson, left, celebrates with teammates after a 48-yard touchdown run during the second half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) celebrates after a 48-yard touchdown run during the second half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Baltimore's Lamar Jackson passed Michael Vick for the most rushing yards by a quarterback in NFL history in a 31-2 victory over the Houston Texans on Wednesday.
"Michael Vick, one of my favorite players," Jackson said. "That's just dope."
Jackson moved past Vick on a 6-yard run in the third quarter. Jackson had 87 yards rushing to give him 6,110 yards, moving him past Vick, who had 6,109 in his 13-year career.
Jackson, the regular-season MVP last season and in 2019, threw two touchdown passes and had a 48-yard scoring run to lead the Ravens to the win. And he needed just more than three quarters to do it, giving way to Josh Johnson with about 10 minutes left and the game long decided.
"Just having fun," Jackson said. "The NFL is not easy. I don't care what nobody says. It looks easy, but it's not."
Coach John Harbaugh raved about Jackson's season. He has a career-high and franchise-record 39 touchdown passes with just four interceptions and has four touchdown runs. 


    


"Sometimes I just shake my head and say: 'That was a really great play,'" Harbaugh said. "I see a lot of great plays from Lamar Jackson. I told him I was proud of him. I'm not just proud of him because he makes great plays. I'm proud of him for all the things that go into make the great plays but also for all the things that he's overcome along the way."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Mikal Bridges scored a season-high 41 points, and the New York Knicks overcame 42 from Victor Wembanyama in a monster Christmas debut to edge the San Antonio Spurs 117-114 on Wednesday.
Wembanyama set a Spurs' record for points on the holiday and added 18 rebounds, four assists and four blocked shots. The reigning Western Conference player of the week made six 3-pointers.
But Bridges shot 17 for 25 from the field, 6 for 9 behind the arc, to make sure the Knicks had just enough offense to win their fifth in a row and improve to 20-10.
Karl-Anthony Towns added 21 points and nine rebounds, and Jalen Brunson scored 20 points. Josh Hart finished with 12 points, 12 boards and six assists.
Jeremy Sochan had 21 points and nine rebounds for the Spurs. 
Takeaways
Spurs: San Antonio had a chance to pull out a terrific win but gave up 17 offensive rebounds and was unable to get its hands on the ball at the end, with Hart grabbing two misses in the final half-minute to run out the clock.
Knicks: Bridges is often needed more for his defense than offense in his first season with the Knicks, but he reminded people on Wednesday just how good he can be with the ball in his hands.




Key moment

The Spurs were within one point with two minutes to go after two free throws by Chris Paul before Bridges made consecutive jumpers for a five-point lead with 1:18 to play.
Key stat
Wembanyama broke the Spurs' record for points on Christmas. LaMarcus Aldridge had 33 in 2016.
Up next
The Spurs remain in New York to visit Brooklyn on Friday, while the Knicks visit Orlando on Friday.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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            Denver Nuggets guard Russell Westbrook (4) drives past Phoenix Suns forward Kevin Durant during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Kevin Durant and Bradley Beal each scored 27 points and the Phoenix Suns beat the Denver Nuggets 110-100 on Wednesday night in the nightcap to the NBA's Christmas slate of games.
The Nuggets blew out Phoenix 117-90 on Monday night in Denver, but the Suns put up much more of a fight despite playing without Devin Booker (groin) and Grayson Allen (concussion protocol).
Phoenix led by seven after three quarters and stretched it to 99-81 by the midpoint of the fourth quarter. The Suns pushed the lead to 15 and held off the Nuggets down the stretch to end a three-game losing streak.
Nikola Jokic had 25 points and 15 rebounds to lead the Nuggets. Michael Porter Jr. added 22 and Russell Westbrook had 17.
Jamal Murray had 13 points, six rebounds and six assists after missing the game Monday game with a sprained ankle.
The Suns led by nine early after making six of their first seven 3-pointers, but the teams traded shots the rest of a hot-shooting first half. 

    


Takeaways
Nuggets: Denver got back Murray, but couldn't match the intensity of Monday's blowout. Jokic scored seven points after halftime and the Nuggets shot 8 of 29 from 3-point range.

Suns: Phoenix might have been missing two of its best shooters, but still 11 of 36 from 3-point range. Monte Morris gave the Suns a nice lift off the bench with 11 points and three assists.




Key moment
The Suns took advantage of Jokic resting late in the third quarter and early in the fourth, stretching the lead to 12 before he returned. 
Key stat
The Suns are at their best when they get out in transition and outscored the Nuggets 15-6 on the break. 
Up next
On Friday, the Nuggets host Cleveland, and the Suns host Dallas.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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            Boston Celtics' Jaylen Brown (7) drives past Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid (21) during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Boston (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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            Philadelphia 76ers' Tyrese Maxeyn (0) celebrates his three-pointer against the Boston Celtics during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Boston (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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            Boston Celtics' Jayson Tatum (0) drives past Philadelphia 76ers' Guerschon Yabusele during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Boston (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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            Boston Celtics' Jaylen Brown (7) drives against Philadelphia 76ers' Caleb Martin during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Boston (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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            The Boston Celtics cheerleaders perform during the first half of an NBA basketball game between the Boston Celtics and the Philadelphia 76ers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Boston (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            Philadelphia 76ers' Guerschon Yabusele scores against Boston Celtics' Kristaps Porzingis (8) during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Boston (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Joel Embiid popped up from a pregame fall and scored 27 points with nine rebounds, making 4 of 5 from 3-point range and sinking a pair of free throws with 3 seconds left to turn back Boston's final rally and lead the Philadelphia 76ers to a 118-114 victory on Wednesday.
Tyrese Maxey had 33 points and 12 assists. He scored 13 in the fourth quarter, including a quick-trigger layup to open a seven-point lead with about a minute left after the Sixers inbounded the ball with 1.1 seconds on the shot clock. Caleb Martin scored 23, hitting 7 of 9 from 3-point range.
Jayson Tatum scored 32 with 15 rebounds for Boston, Jaylen Brown scored 23 and Derrick White had 21. Boston wore red socks and leggings with their green jerseys for an extra dose of Christmas spirit. 
Celtics center Kristaps Porzingis, who has missed all but nine games this season with injuries, did not return for the second half. The team said he had an ankle injury. 

    


Takeaways
76ers: If Embiid stays healthy, the Sixers may finally be able to topple them in the Eastern Conference. 
Celtics: Lost two in a row for the first time this season.




Key moment 

Embiid fell and grabbed his ankle during pregame warmups, but started and played 31 minutes wearing a black mask to protect his sinus fracture. He limped to the free throw line after he was fouled on a drive to the basket with two minutes left and Philadelphia leading 108-105.
He made both free throws, and sank two more with 3 seconds left after the Celtics cut a nine-point lead to 116-114 in the final minute. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Key stat 
The Celtics trailed by as many as 16 points, 52-36, in the third quarter - their largest deficit at home this season. 
Up next 
The Sixers visit Utah on Saturday in the second game of a six-game road trip. 
Boston hosts Indiana on Friday and Sunday. 
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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            Manchester City's Erling Haaland reacts after failing to score a penalty shot during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester City and Everton at the Etihad stadium in Manchester, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)
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            Manchester City's Erling Haaland fails to score a penalty during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester City and Everton at the Etihad stadium in Manchester, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)
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            Everton's goalkeeper Jordan Pickford, center, reacts after saving a penalty kick by Manchester City's Erling Haaland during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester City and Everton at the Etihad stadium in Manchester, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)
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            Everton's Iliman Ndiaye celebrates scoring his side's first goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester City and Everton at the Etihad stadium in Manchester, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)
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            Manchester City's head coach Pep Guardiola sits on the bench prior to the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester City and Everton at the Etihad stadium in Manchester, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)
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            Manchester City's Bernardo Silva, center, is congratulated after scoring his side's opening goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester City and Everton at the Etihad stadium in Manchester, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)
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            Fulham's Harry Wilson, center, celebrates after scoring his sides first goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Chelsea and Fulham at Stamford Bridge stadium in London, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Chelsea's Cole Palmer celebrates after scoring the opening goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Chelsea and Fulham at Stamford Bridge stadium in London, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Tottenham Hotspur manager Ange Postecoglou reacts during the English Premier League soccer match between Nottingham Forest and Tottenham Hotspur at the City Ground stadium in Nottingham, England, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)
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            Nottingham Forest's Nikola Milenkovic and Tottenham Hotspur's Dominic Solanke, right, challenge for the ball during the English Premier League soccer match between Nottingham Forest and Tottenham Hotspur at the City Ground stadium in Nottingham, England, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)
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            Newcastle United's Bruno Guimaraes, centre, celebrates scoring his side's third goal of the game only to see it ruled out by VAR , during the English Premier League soccer match between Newcastle United and Aston Villa at St. James' Park, in Newcastle upon Tyne, England, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            West Ham United's Jarrod Bowen, bottom right, celebrates scoring their side's first goal of the game during the Premier League match at St Mary's Stadium, in Southampton, England, Thursday Dec. 26, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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            Everton's goalkeeper Jordan Pickford, center, reacts after saving a penalty kick by Manchester City's Erling Haaland during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester City and Everton at the Etihad stadium in Manchester, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)
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            Everton's Iliman Ndiaye celebrates scoring his side's first goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester City and Everton at the Etihad stadium in Manchester, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 12

                                    
                                    Manchester City's head coach Pep Guardiola sits on the bench prior to the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester City and Everton at the Etihad stadium in Manchester, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 12 | 
            Manchester City's Bernardo Silva, center, is congratulated after scoring his side's opening goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester City and Everton at the Etihad stadium in Manchester, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)
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            Chelsea's Cole Palmer celebrates after scoring the opening goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Chelsea and Fulham at Stamford Bridge stadium in London, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Tottenham Hotspur manager Ange Postecoglou reacts during the English Premier League soccer match between Nottingham Forest and Tottenham Hotspur at the City Ground stadium in Nottingham, England, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)
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            Nottingham Forest's Nikola Milenkovic and Tottenham Hotspur's Dominic Solanke, right, challenge for the ball during the English Premier League soccer match between Nottingham Forest and Tottenham Hotspur at the City Ground stadium in Nottingham, England, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Mike Egerton/PA via AP)
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            Newcastle United's Bruno Guimaraes, centre, celebrates scoring his side's third goal of the game only to see it ruled out by VAR , during the English Premier League soccer match between Newcastle United and Aston Villa at St. James' Park, in Newcastle upon Tyne, England, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            West Ham United's Jarrod Bowen, bottom right, celebrates scoring their side's first goal of the game during the Premier League match at St Mary's Stadium, in Southampton, England, Thursday Dec. 26, 2024. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP)
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                                        MANCHESTER, England (AP) -- Erling Haaland's penalty miss cost Manchester City as the four-time defending Premier League champion dropped more points in a 1-1 draw with Everton on Thursday and left manager Pep Guardiola admitting he needs to spend in the January transfer window. 
Haaland had the chance to fire City on course for only its second win in 13 games when stepping up for a 53rd-minute spot kick at the Etihad Stadium. But his tame effort was saved by Everton goalkeeper Jordan Pickford to extend City's woeful run. 
"The transfer window in the winter is not easy, but even the players know that we have to add some new players," said Guardiola, who has had to cope without a host of key players, such as Rodri, through injury this season. 
City has lost nine of its last 13 games in all competitions and the draw meant it secured only its fifth point in the league since the end of October. 

    


City is seventh in the standings and 11 points behind leader Liverpool, having played two games more. Liverpool has the chance to extend its lead over the champion when it plays Leicester later Thursday.
Second-place Chelsea also dropped points after a 2-1 loss at home to Fulham, and Nottingham Forest won 1-0 against Tottenham to go up to third.
Newcastle is fifth after a 3-0 win against Aston Villa. Sixth-place Bournemouth drew 0-0 with Crystal Palace. West Ham won 1-0 at last-place Southampton. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
City pain
City squandered a winning position after going ahead through Bernardo Silva's deflected shot in the 14th. Iliman Ndiaye leveled the score in the 36th. 
Haaland's missed penalty means the Norway international has only scored once in his last seven games. He headed in from the rebound, but the goal was ruled out for offside. 
Haaland, who last week admitted his form had not been good enough during a run that has seen City's season unravel, held his head in his hands after his failure to score from the spot. He still has 18 goals in 25 appearances this season, but has not scored in a win for his club since the 1-0 victory against Southampton on Oct. 26. 

    


"We shoot a lot in the 18-yard box, but unfortunately we could not get the results that we wanted," Guardiola said afterward. 
City's damaging run has seen it slip down the standings in the league and crash out of the English League Cup. It is also in danger of missing out on the playoffs for the round of 16 in the Champions League -- sitting just one point above the cut off point with two games to play. 
Chelsea slump
Chelsea failed to keep the pressure on Liverpool after dropping points for the second time in as many games. 
Enzo Maresca's team followed up a goalless draw with Everton last week by blowing a 1-0 lead against Fulham. 
Cole Palmer's goal in the 16th at Stamford Bridge had Chelsea in control until Fulham's late fightback. 
Harry Wilson equalized in the 82nd and Rodrigo Muniz sealed the win in the fifth minute of added time. 
The result means Arsenal can jump from fourth to second with a win against Ipswich on Friday.

    


Forest wins again
Forest's remarkable season shows little sign of slowing down after Anthony Elanga's winner against Tottenham at the City Ground. 
Forest is a point behind Chelsea in third. 
Newcastle quickly brought Villa down to earth. 
Villa beat City 2-1 before Christmas, but was behind to Anthony Gordon's strike after two minutes at St. James' Park. 
Alexander Isak and Joelinton completed the win for Newcastle in the second half. 

West Ham had to cope with first-half injuries to defender Max Kilman and goalkeeper Lukasz Fabianski, but still won 1-0 at Southampton after Jarrod Bowen's goal in the 59th. 
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            Detroit Lions running back Jahmyr Gibbs celebrates his touchdown during the first half of an NFL football game against the Chicago Bears on Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Miami Dolphins linebacker Anthony Walker Jr. (6) tackles San Francisco 49ers wide receiver Deebo Samuel Sr. (1) during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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                                        Detroit (13-2) at San Francisco (6-9)
Monday, 8:15 p.m. EST, ESPN/ABC
BetMGM NFL odds: Lions by 3 1/2.
Against the spread: Lions 10-5; 49ers 5-10.
Series record: 49ers lead 40-28-1.
Last meeting: 49ers beat Lions 34-31 in NFC title game in Santa Clara, Calif., on Jan. 28, 2024.
Last week: Lions beat the Bears 44-42; 49ers lost to the Dolphins 29-17.
Lions offense: overall (2), rush (6), pass (2), scoring (1).
Lions defense: overall (18), rush (4), pass (27), scoring (7).
49ers offense: overall (8), rush (10), pass (7), scoring (16).
49ers defense: overall (2), rush (15), pass (3), scoring (19)
Turnover differential: Lions plus-9; 49ers minus-5.
Lions player to watch
RB Jahmyr Gibbs. He had 154 yards of offense last week, carrying a heavier load with David Montgomery out with a knee injury. Gibbs has 70 yards from scrimmage in every game, the first NFL player to do that in the first 15 games of a season since David Johnson in 2016.

    


49ers player to watch
WR Deebo Samuel had a throwback game last week when he had seven catches for 96 yards and his first TD since Week 6 and also added 25 yards rushing for a season-high 121 yards from scrimmage. Samuel had been held to 116 yards from scrimmage the previous five games and might need more performances such as last week to show the Niners he's worth bringing back next season.




Key matchup
Lions downfield passing vs. 49ers secondary. Detroit is tied for the NFL lead with 57 passes that have gained at least 20 yards as the Lions offense relies heavily on big plays. San Francisco has done a good job of limiting those, allowing a league-low 31 big pass plays. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Key injuries
Guard Graham Glasgow, inactive with a knee injury at Chicago, is expected to return to the lineup for Detroit. ... Lions LB Jalen Reeves-Maybin may play for the first time since he had a neck injury Nov. 3 against Green Bay. ... RB Isaac Guerendo is expected back for the 49ers after missing a game with a hamstring injury. ... San Francisco will be missing its top two LTs with Trent Williams (ankle) and Jaylon Moore (quadriceps) both sidelined. ... The Niners are also without their top two LGs with Aaron Banks (knee) and Ben Bartch (ankle) also hurt. ... LB Dre Greenlaw is not expected to play for San Francisco with a sore calf. 

    


Series notes
The Lions blew a 17-point lead and lost the NFC title game against the 49ers last season. ... San Francisco has won 12 of the past 13 meetings with the only loss coming in 2015. ... Detroit hasn't won a road game in the series since Sept. 25, 1995, at Candlestick Park. ... Goff has lost his past five starts against San Francisco with seven TD passes and five INTs in those games.
Stats and stuff
The Lions will earn top seeding in the NFC with a win at San Francisco and a victory against Minnesota in Week 18 at home. Detroit also clinches that with a win and a Vikings loss Sunday to Green Bay. ... Detroit has won a franchise-record 13 games, breaking a tie with last year's team and the 1991 squad. ... The Lions are the NFL's only undefeated team on the road and they've won a franchise-record seven games as visitors. ... Detroit's win at Chicago extended its run of avoiding consecutive losses that goes back to the first half of the 2022 season. ... Goff, who is from the Bay Area and starred at California, is the only player in NFL history to throw for 300 yards or more with a 100-plus passer rating 30 times through nine seasons. ... Detroit's WR Amon-Ra St. Brown has joined Brandon Marshall and Michael Thomas as the three players in league history to have at least 100 catches in three of their first four seasons. ... Sam LaPorta has 16 career TD receptions for the Lions, trailing the total of just two tight ends in their first two NFL seasons: Rob Gronkowski, who had 27, and Hall of Famer Mike Ditka, who 17. ... San Francisco was eliminated from playoff contention last week and will have its first losing season since going 6-10 in 2020. ... The 49ers are 0-43 under coach Kyle Shanahan after falling behind by eight or more points in the fourth quarter in the regular season or playoffs. They are the only team in the NFL without a win in that scenario since Shanahan was hired in 2017. ... After allowing touchdowns on 13 consecutive red zone drives over a four-week span, the 49ers have held the opposition to one TD on six trips the past two games. ... San Francisco K Jake Moody has missed seven FGs this season and his 76.7% conversion rate is tied for 26th. ... Niners TE George Kittle had eight catches for 106 yards and needs 33 more yards for his fourth 1,000-yard season. ... San Francisco LB Fred Warner is one of two players with at least 115 tackles in seven straight seasons. ... Niners DE Leonard Floyd needs 1 1/2 sacks to reach double digits for the third time in his career. ... San Francisco ranks third best in the league with 6.6 yards allowed per pass attempt. 

    


Fantasy tip

Guerendo should be back in the lineup for San Francisco and get the bulk of the work out of the backfield. He had 203 yards from scrimmage and two TDs in the past two games he played. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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            South Africa's Dane Paterson, centre, celebrates with teammates after dismissing Pakistan's Salman Agha during day one of the Test cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at Centurion Park, in Centurion, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            South Africa's Corbin Bosch, left, celebrates after bowling out Pakistan's Aamer Jamal during day one of the Test cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at the Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            South Africa's Corbin Bosch, centre, celebrates with teammates after taking a wicket of Pakistan's Shan Masood for 17 runs during day one of the Test cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at the Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            Pakistan's Saud Shakeel plays a shot during day one of the Test cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at the Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            Pakistan's Saud Shakeel, centre, leaves the field after being dismissed during day one of the Test cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at the Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            South Africa's Dane Paterson, right, celebrates with his teammates after dismissing Pakistan's Salman Agha during day one of the Test cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at the Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            Pakistan's Kamran Ghulam makes a run during day one of the Test cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at the Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            Pakistan's Khurram Shahzad misplay a delivery during day one of the Test cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at the Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            South Africa's Kagiso Rabada fields off his own bowling during day one of the Test cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at the Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            South Africa's Temba Bavuma chases the ball during day one of the Test cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at the Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            Pakistan's Saud Shakeel plays a shot during day one of the Test cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at the Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            Pakistan's Khurram Shahzad misplay a delivery during day one of the Test cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at the Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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                                        CENTURION, South Africa (AP) -- Dane Paterson bagged his second successive five-wicket haul and Corbin Bosch made a dream test debut with a wicket off his first ball as 13 batters fell to pace bowlers on an eventful start to the Boxing Day test match between South Africa and Pakistan on Thursday.
Paterson followed a 5-71 against Sri Lanka earlier this month with 5-61 and 30-year-old Bosch went on to claim 4-63 in his first test match as Pakistan was bowled out for 211.
Kamran Ghulam's counterattacking 54 off 71 balls and a stubborn 22-run last wicket partnership between Khurram Shahzad and Mohammad Abbas allowed the tourists to cross the 200-run mark on a seamer-friendly SuperSport Park pitch where batters had been struggling for the last six years.
South Africa, which needs to win one of the two test matches against Pakistan to seal a place in next June's World Test Championship final at Lord's, reached 82-3 at stumps.

    


Aiden Markram made an attractive unbeaten 47 off 67 balls and captain Temba Bavuma was not out on 4 as fit-again Shahzad claimed two wickets and Abbas, playing his first test after more than three years, removed Tristan Stubbs for 9.




Shahzad hit the top of Tony de Zorzi's (2) middle stump with a delivery that jagged back into the left-hander and wicketkeeper Mohammad Rizwan took a splendid low catch to dismiss Ryan Rickelton (8) with fast bowlers making full use of conducive conditions throughout the day.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Abbas then baffled Stubbs with a nippy delivery and had him trapped leg before wicket before South Africa ended the day without further damage.
Paterson filled the void perfectly after several South African fast bowlers were sidelined for the two-match series due to injuries, dismissing five of the top seven Pakistan batters.
Paterson's 5-fer came after Bosch had lured Pakistan captain Shan Masood (17) to play a lose drive and had him caught in the slips an hour after captain Temba Bavuma had won the toss and elected to field.

    


Bosch joined four other countrymen -- Bert Vogler, Dane Piedt, Hardu Viljoen and Tshepo Moreki -- to achieve the unique feat of getting a wicket with their first ball in test cricket.
Bosch's breakthrough saw Pakistan's top-order crumble against the pace with Paterson finding edges of Ayub and Babar Azam (4). 
Babar, who was dropped for the last two test matches at home against England, has long been struggling in red-ball cricket. His struggles continued as he hit Bosch for a boundary off the first ball he faced before playing loosely to Paterson and getting caught in the slips after facing just 11 balls.
Left-hander Saud Shakeel (14) struck three fours against Paterson before Bosch had him caught down the leg-side off a sharp short pitch ball after South Africa successfully went for a television review as Pakistan lost four wickets in the space of 20 runs and limped to 4-56.
Ghulam and Mohammad Rizwan rebuilt the innings with an attractive 81-run partnership before Paterson removed both batters after lunch in successive overs. Ghulam top-edged a pull to Rabada at fine leg and Rizwan poked at a delivery to the slips.


    


Aamer Jamal (28 off 27 balls) was twice dropped by Stubbs in the slips before Pakistan lost three wickets without a run and crumbled to 189-9. Bosch was on a hat trick when Jamal played the fast bowler back onto his stumps and Naseem Shah offered a tame catch at mid-on. Abbas survived the hat trick ball before Pakistan was bowled out early in the last session.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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            Arkansas quarterback Taylen Green is knocked out of bounds during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Missouri, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Columbia, Mo. (AP Photo/L.G. Patterson)
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                                        Joey McGuire grew up on the Texas-Arkansas border with his family season-ticket holders for the Razorbacks, a team known locally as the Hogs. The number for his first landline telephone as a teenager literally ended in 1464 -- or 1HOG.
McGuire is now wrapping up his third season as coach of the Texas Tech Red Raiders with a game against Arkansas in the Liberty Bowl on Friday night.
"I'm going to enjoy hearing it, but we ain't going to hear it for long," McGuire said of Arkansas fans doing their well-known cheer. "We're going to be ready to play them, and we're planning to come out on top."
Texas Tech (8-4, 6-3 Big 12) wrapped the regular season winning its last two, including a rout of West Virginia. The Red Raiders also won this bowl, sponsored by AutoZone, in 2021 by routing Mississippi State. A win Friday night would give Texas Tech its first nine-win season since 2009.

    


These old Southwest Conference foes last met in 2015 with Texas Tech winning three of the past four overall, including that one nine years ago.
Arkansas (6-6, 3-5 Southeastern Conference) can end coach Sam Pittman's fifth season with a winning record with a victory after a close loss to then-No. 24 Missouri to finish the regular season. His Razorbacks needed three overtimes to beat Kansas in one of 2022's most thrilling bowls.




Being here is a nice change after going 4-8 in 2023 even with Pittman balancing the early signing period, netting 15 players in the transfer portal and recovering from a total hip replacement.
"Last year was worse," Pittman said. "We weren't in a bowl. We weren't around our kids. They were home for Christmas."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Quarterback change for Texas Tech
With Behren Morton choosing shoulder surgery after the regular season, true freshman Will Hammond will make his first start for Texas Tech. He will be the eighth freshman quarterback in school history to start and the second to do so in a bowl. He joins Davis Webb, who led the Red Raiders to a win in the 2013 Holiday Bowl over Arizona State.

    


Who's coming, staying and gone
The Red Raiders will be without wide receiver Josh Kelly, who caught 89 passes for 1,023 yards and five touchdowns. He ranked eighth in the Football Bowl Subdivision for receptions, but Kelly is prepping for the NFL draft. Texas Tech was the third collegiate stop for the sixth-year senior after four seasons at Fresno State and one at Washington State.
They will have running back Tahj Boyd to help Hammond. Boyd ran for 1,505 yards and 17 touchdowns in 11 games, including a season-high 188 yards in that win over West Virginia. Boyd also caught 28 passes for 199 yards and a TD.
Arkansas will be without four key Razorbacks who opted out to start prepping for the NFL draft, including wide receiver Andrew Armstrong and defensive linemen Eric Gregory and Landon Jackson. The biggest hit may be running back Ja'Quinden Jackson, who led the Razorbacks with 15 TDs and was part of an offense that ranked second in the SEC and 10th nationally with 32 rushing touchdowns.
Pittman still has quarterback Taylen Green, who ran for seven TDs and threw for 13 more.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Simona Halep withdraws from Australian Open qualifying because of knee and shoulder pain
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                    Simona Halep, of Romania, returns a shot to Daria Snigur, of Ukraine, during the first round of the U.S. Open tennis tournament, Aug. 29, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Two-time Grand Slam champion Simona Halep pulled out of Australian Open qualifying and a tuneup tournament in Auckland, New Zealand, on Thursday because of pain in her knee and shoulder, the latest interruption of her comeback from a drug suspension. 
Halep posted on social media that she was feeling poorly after participating in an exhibition event in Abu Dhabi.
"After discussing with my team at length, we agreed it is sensible to delay the start of my season," Halep wrote. "It's not what I wanted."
The 33-year-old Romanian said she is planning to next enter the Transylvania Open in her home country, where play begins Feb. 3.

Last week, Halep was granted a wild-card entry for qualifying in the Australian Open. She was the runner-up at Melbourne Park in 2018 and won major titles at the French Open later that year and at Wimbledon in 2019. She has been ranked as high as No. 1 but is currently 877th and hasn't played at any Grand Slam tournament since 2022 after missing all tournaments for 1 1/2 years because of a doping case.
Australian Open qualifying starts on Jan. 6, and the main draw begins on Jan. 12.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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Dec. 27-5, tennis -- WTA-ATP, United Cup, Sydney, Perth, Australia
Dec 29-5, tennis -- WTA-ATP, Brisbane International, Australia
Dec. 30-4 tennis -- WTA, Canberra International, Australia
Dec. 30-5, tennis -- WTA, ASB Classic, Auckland, New Zealand
Dec. 30-5, tennis -- ATP, Hong Kong Open
2, cricket -- New Zealand vs. Sri Lanka, 3rd T20, Nelson
2-5, golf -- PGA Tour, The Sentry, Kapalua, Hawaii
2-6, soccer -- Italian SuperCup, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
2-6, cricket -- Zimbabwe vs. Afghanistan, 2nd test, Bulawayo
3-7, cricket -- Australia vs. India, 5th test, Sydney
3-7, cricket -- South Africa vs. Pakistan, 2nd test, Cape Town
3-17, motorsport -- Dakar Rally, Saudi Arabia
4-5, Alpine skiing -- women's World Cup, Kranjska Gora, Slovenia
5, cricket -- New Zealand vs. Sri Lanka, 1st ODI, Wellington
6-11, tennis -- WTA, Hobart International, Australia
6-11, tennis -- WTA-ATP, Adelaide International, Australia

    


6-11, tennis -- ATP, ASB Classic, Auckland, New Zealand
8, Alpine skiing -- men's World Cup, Madonna di Campiglio, Italy
8, cricket -- New Zealand vs. Sri Lanka, 2nd ODI, Hamilton
8-12, soccer -- Spanish SuperCup, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia




9-12, golf -- PGA Tour, Sony Open, Honolulu, Hawaii
9-12, Alpine skiing -- women's World Cup, St. Anton, Austria
10-12, golf -- European tour, Team Cup, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
11, cricket -- New Zealand vs. Sri Lanka, 3rd ODI, Auckland
11, boxing -- Caroline Dubois vs. Jessica Camara for WBC lightweight title, Sheffield, England

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
11-12, Alpine skiing -- men's World Cup, Adelboden, Switzerland
12-26, tennis -- Grand Slam, Australian Open, Melbourne
14, Alpine skiing -- women's World Cup, Flachau, Austria
14-19, Alpine skiing -- men's World Cup, Wengen, Switzerland
16-19, golf -- PGA Tour, The American Express, La Quinta, California
16-19 golf -- European tour, Dubai Desert Classic, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
16-19, Alpine skiing -- women's World Cup, Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy

    


16-20, cricket -- Pakistan vs. West Indies, 1st test, Karachi
21, Alpine skiing -- women's World Cup, Kronplatz, Italy
21-26, Alpine skiing -- men's World Cup, Kitzbuehel, Austria
22, cricket -- India vs. England, 1st T20, Kolkata
22-25, golf -- PGA Tour, Farmers Insurance Open, San Diego
23-26, golf -- European tour, Ras Al Khaimah Championship, United Arab Emirates
23-26, Alpine skiing -- women's World Cup, Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany
24, boxing -- Naoya Inoue vs. Sam Goodman for undisputed super-bantamweight title, Tokyo
24-26, rugby union -- sevens world series, Perth, Australia
24-28, cricket -- Pakistan vs. West Indies, 2nd test, Multan
25, cricket -- India vs. England, 2nd T20, Chennai
25, boxing -- Ellie Scotney vs. Mea Motu for IBF-WBO super-bantamweight titles, Nottingham, England
25-26, motorsport -- Rolex 24 at Daytona, Florida
27-Feb. 2, tennis -- WTA, Upper Austria Ladies Linz, Linz
27-Feb. 2, tennis -- WTA, Singapore Open
27-Feb. 2, tennis -- ATP, Occitanie Open, Montpellier, France
28, cricket -- India vs. England, 3rd T20, Rajkot
28-29, Alpine skiing -- men's World Cup, Schladming, Austria
29-Feb. 2, cricket -- Sri Lanka vs. Australia, 1st test, Galle

    


30, Alpine skiing -- women's World Cup, Courchevel, France
30-Feb. 2, golf -- PGA Tour, Pebble Beach Pro-Am, California
30-Feb. 2, golf -- European tour, Bahrain Championship, Bahrain
30-Feb. 2, golf -- LPGA Tour, Tournament of Champions, Orlando, Florida
31, rugby union -- Six Nations, France vs. Wales, Paris
31, cricket -- India vs. England, 4th T20, Pune, India
31-Feb. 2, Alpine skiing -- men's World Cup, Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany
February
1, rugby union -- Six Nations, Scotland vs. Italy, Edinburgh
1, rugby union -- Six Nations, Ireland vs. England, Dublin
2, cricket -- India vs. England, 5th T20, Mumbai
3-9, tennis -- WTA, Mumbai Open, India
3-9, tennis -- WTA, Transylvania Open, Cluj-Napoca, Romania
3-9, tennis -- ATP, Dallas Open
3-9, tennis -- ATP, ABN AMRO Open, Rotterdam, Netherlands
6, cricket -- India vs. England, 1st ODI, Nagpur
6-8, golf -- LIV, LIV Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
6-9, golf -- PGA Tour, Phoenix Open, Scottsdale, Arizona
6-9, golf -- European tour, Qatar Masters, Doha
6-9, golf -- LPGA Tour, Founders Cup, Bradenton, Florida

    


6-10, cricket -- Sri Lanka vs. Australia, 2nd test, Galle
8, rugby union -- Six Nations, Italy vs. Wales, Rome
8, rugby union -- Six Nations, England vs. France, London
8, cricket -- Pakistan vs. New Zealand, ODI, Multan, Pakistan
9, rugby union -- Six Nations, Scotland vs. Ireland, Edinburgh
9, cricket -- India vs. England, 2nd ODI, Cuttack
9, American football -- NFL Super Bowl, New Orleans
9-15, tennis -- WTA, Qatar Open, Doha
10, cricket -- New Zealand vs. South Africa, ODI, Multan
10-15, tennis -- WTA, Cancun Open, Mexico
10-16, tennis -- ATP, Argentina Open, Buenos Aires
10-16, tennis -- ATP, Delray Beach Open, Florida
10-16, tennis -- ATP, Open 13 Provence, Marseille, France
11-12, soccer -- Champions League knockout playoffs first leg, Europe
12, cricket -- India vs. England, ODI, Ahmedabad

    


12, cricket -- Pakistan vs. South Africa, ODI, Multan
13, cricket -- Sri Lanka vs. Australia, ODI, tbd, Sri Lanka
13-16, golf -- PGA Tour, Genesis Invitational, Pacific Palisades, California
14, cricket -- Tri-nations ODI final, Multan, Pakistan
14-16, golf -- LIV, LIV Adelaide, Australia
16-22, tennis -- WTA, Dubai Championships, United Arab Emirates
17-22, tennis -- ATP, Qatar Open, Doha
17-23, tennis -- ATP, Rio Open, Rio de Janeiro
18-19, soccer -- Champions League knockout playoffs second leg, Europe
19-March 9, cricket -- Champions Trophy, Pakistan, United Arab Emirates
20-23, golf -- PGA Tour, Mexico Open, Vallarta
20-23, golf -- European tour, Kenya Open, Nairobi
20-23, golf -- LPGA Tour, Honda LPGA Thailand, Pattaya,
20-23, Alpine skiing -- men's World Cup, Crans Montana, Switzerland
21-23, rugby union -- sevens world series, Vancouver, Canada
22, rugby union -- Six Nations, Wales vs. Ireland, Cardiff, Wales
22, rugby union -- Six Nations, England vs. Scotland, London

22, boxing -- Daniel Dubois vs. Joseph Parker for IBF heavyweight title; Artur Beterbiev vs. Dmitry Bivol for undisputed light-heavyweight title; Carlos Adames vs. Hamzah Sheeraz for WBC middleweight title; Shakur Stevenson vs. Floyd Schofield for WBC lightweight title, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
22-23, Alpine skiing -- women's World Cup, Sestriere, Italy
23, rugby union -- Six Nations, Italy vs. France, Rome
24-March 1, tennis -- ATP, Dubai Championships, United Arab Emirates
24-March 2, tennis -- WTA, San Diego Open, San Diego
24-March 2, tennis -- WTA, ATX Open, Austin, Texas
24-March 2, tennis -- ATP, Mexican Open, Acapulco
24-March 2, tennis -- ATP, Chile Open, Santiago
26-March 2, Alpine skiing -- women's World Cup, Kvitfjell, Norway
27-March 2, golf -- PGA Tour, Cognizant Classic, Palm Beach Gardens, Florida
27-March 2, golf -- European tour, South African Open, Durban
27-March 2, golf -- LPGA Tour, HSBC Women's World Championship, Singapore
March
1, cycling -- men's WorldTour, Omloop Het Nieuwsblad, Gent, Belgium
1, boxing -- Gervonta Davis vs. Lamont Roach for WBA lightweight title, New York
1-2, Alpine skiing -- men's World Cup, Kranjska Gora, Slovenia
2, athletics -- Tokyo Marathon
2, motorsport -- IndyCar, St. Petersburg Grand Prix, Florida
2, motorsport -- MotoGP, Isan, Thailand
3, cycling -- women's WorldTour, Omloop Het Nieuwsblad, Gent, Belgium
3-5, soccer -- AFC Champions Elite round of 16, Asia, Middle East
4-5, soccer -- Champions League round of 16 first leg, Europe
5-9, Alpine skiing -- men's World Cup, Kvitfjell, Norway
5-16, tennis -- WTA-ATP, BNP Paribas Open, Indian Wells, California
6-9, golf -- PGA Tour, Arnold Palmer Invitational, Orlando, Florida
6-9, golf -- European tour, Joburg Open, Johannesburg
6-9, golf -- LPGA Tour, Blue Bay LPGA, Hainan, China
6-9, golf -- PGA Tour, Puerto Rico Open, Rio Grande
7, boxing -- Natasha Jones vs. Lauren Price for WBC-WBA-IBF welterweight titles, London
7-9, golf -- LIV, LIV Hong Kong
8, rugby union -- Six Nations, Ireland vs. France, Dublin
8, rugby union -- Six Nations, Scotland vs. Wales, Edinburgh, Scotland
8, cycling -- men's and women's WorldTour, Strade Bianche, Siena, Italy
8-9, Alpine skiing -- women's World Cup, Are, Sweden
9, rugby union -- Six Nations, England vs. Italy, London
9-16, cycling -- WorldTour, Paris-Nice, France
10-12, soccer -- AFC Champions Elite round of 16, Asia, Middle East
11-12, soccer -- Champions League round of 16 second leg, Europe
12-15, Alpine skiing -- women's World Cup, La Thuile, Italy
13-16, golf -- PGA Tour, The Players Championship, Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida
14, horse racing -- Cheltenham Gold Cup, Cheltenham, England
14-16, motorsport -- F1, Australian Grand Prix, Melbourne
14-16, golf -- LIV, LIV Singapore
14-May 25 cricket -- Indian Premier League, India
15, rugby union -- Six Nations, Italy vs. Ireland, Rome
15, rugby union -- Six Nations, Wales vs. England, Cardiff, Wales
15, rugby union -- Six Nations, France vs. Scotland, Paris
15, motorsport -- 12 Hours of Sebring, Florida
15, boxing -- Nick Ball vs. TJ Doheny for WBA featherweight title, Liverpool, England
15-16, Alpine skiing -- men's World Cup, Hafjell, Norway
16, soccer -- English League Cup final, London
16, cricket -- New Zealand vs. Pakistan, 1st T20, Christchurch
16, motorsport -- MotoGP, Termas de Rio Hondo, Argentina
18, cricket -- New Zealand vs. Pakistan, 2nd T20, Dunedin
18-19, soccer -- Women's Champions League quarterfinals first leg, Europe
18-30, tennis -- WTA, Miami Open, Miami Gardens, Florida
20-23, golf -- PGA Tour, Valspar Championship, Palm Harbor, Florida
20-23, golf -- European tour, Singapore Classic
20-23, golf -- LPGA Tour, Palos Verdes Championship, California
20-27, Alpine skiing -- men's and women's World Cup Finals, Sun Valley, Idaho
21, cricket -- New Zealand vs. Pakistan, 3rd T20, Auckland
21-23, motorsport -- F1, Chinese Grand Prix, Shanghai
22, cycling -- men's and women's WorldTour, Milan-Sanremo, Italy
23, cricket -- New Zealand vs. Pakistan, 4th T20, Mount Maunganui
23, motorsport -- IndyCar, Thermal Grand Prix, Thermal, California
24-30, figure skating -- world championships, Boston
26, cricket -- New Zealand vs. Pakistan, 5th T20, Wellington
26-27, soccer -- Women's Champions League quarterfinals second leg, Europe
27-30, golf -- PGA Tour, Houston Open
27-30, golf -- European tour, Indian Open, tbd
27-30, golf -- LPGA Tour, Ford Championship, Phoenix, Arizona
28-30, rugby union -- sevens world series, Hong Kong
29, cricket -- New Zealand vs. Pakistan, 1st ODI, Napier
30, motorsport -- MotoGP, Austin, Texas
31-April 6, tennis -- WTA, Charleston Open, South Carolina
31-April 6, tennis -- WTA, Copa Colsanitas, Bogota, Colombia
31-April 6, tennis -- ATP, Tiriac Open, Bucharest, Romania
31-April 6, tennis --- ATP, U.S. Men's Clay Court Championship, Houston
31-April 6, tennis -- ATP, Grand Prix Hassan II, Marrakech, Morocco
April
2, cricket -- New Zealand vs. Pakistan, 2nd ODI, Hamilton
2-6, golf -- LPGA Tour, Match Play, Las Vegas
3-6, golf -- PGA Tour, Texas Open, San Antonio
3-6, equestrian -- FEI World Cup Finals, Basel, Switzerland
4-6, motorsport -- F1, Japanese Grand Prix, Suzuka
5, cricket -- New Zealand vs. Pakistan, 3rd ODI, Mount Maunganui
5, horse racing -- Grand National, Liverpool, England
5, horse racing -- Dubai World Cup, United Arab Emirates
5-6, rugby union -- sevens world series, Singapore
6, cycling -- men's and women's WorldTour, Tour of Flanders, Antwerp, Belgium
6-13, tennis -- ATP, Monte Carlo Masters
7-13, tennis -- Billie Jean King Cup Finals qualifying
8-9, soccer -- Champions League quarterfinals first leg, Europe
9-20, ice hockey -- women's world championship, Ceske Budejovice, Czech Republic
10-13, golf -- major, The Masters, Augusta, Georgia
11-13, motorsport -- F1, Bahrain Grand Prix, Sakhir
12-13, cycling -- men's and women's WorldTour, Paris-Roubaix, France
13, motorsport -- IndyCar, Long Beach Grand Prix, California
13, motorsport -- MotoGP, Lusail, Qatar
14-20, tennis -- WTA, Rouen Metropole Open, Rouen, France
14-21, tennis -- ATP, Barcelona Open, Spain
14-21, tennis -- ATP, BMW Open, Munich
14-21, tennis -- WTA, Porsche Grand Prix, Stuttgart, Germany
15-16, soccer -- Champions League quarterfinals second leg, Europe
17-20, golf -- PGA Tour, Heritage, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina
17-20, golf -- European tour, China Open, Shanghai
17-20, golf -- LPGA Tour, LA Championship, Tarzana, California
17-20, golf -- PGA Tour, Puntacana Championship, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic
18-20, motorsport -- F1, Saudi Arabian Grand Prix, Jeddah
19-20, soccer -- Women's Champions League semifinals first leg, Europe
19-May 5, snooker -- world championship, Sheffield, England
19-June 23 -- ice hockey, NHL Stanley Cup playoffs, United States, Canada
20, cycling -- men's and women's WorldTour, Amstel Gold Race, Maastricht, Netherlands
21, athletics -- Boston Marathon
22-May 4, tennis -- WTA-ATP, Madrid Open
23, cycling -- men's and women's WorldTour, La Fleche Wallonne, Charleroi, Belgium
24-27, golf -- PGA Tour, Zurich Classic of New Orleans, Avondale, Louisiana
24-27, golf -- European tour, Asian event, tbd
24-27, golf -- major, Chevron Championship, The Woodlands, Texas
25-26, soccer -- AFC Champions Elite quarterfinals, Asia, Middle East
26, soccer -- Copa del Rey final, Seville, Spain
26, athletics -- Diamond League, Xiamen, China
26-27, soccer -- Women's Champions League semifinals second leg, Europe
27, athletics -- London Marathon
27, cycling -- men's and women's WorldTour, Liege-Bastogne-Liege, Belgium
27, motorsport -- MotoGP, Cadiz, Spain
29-30, soccer -- Champions League semifinals first leg, Europe
29-30, soccer -- AFC Champions Elite semifinals, Asia, Middle East
May
1-4, golf -- PGA Tour, CJ Cup Byron Nelson, McKinney, Texas
1-4, golf -- LPGA Tour, Black Desert Championship, Ivins, Utah
2-4, motorsport -- F1, Miami Grand Prix
2-4, golf -- LIV, LIV Korea, Incheon, South Korea
3, athletics -- Diamond League, Shanghai
3, horse racing -- Kentucky Derby, Louisville
3-4, rugby union -- sevens world series, Carson, California
4, soccer -- AFC Champions Elite final, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
4, motorsport -- IndyCar, Alabama Grand Prix, Birmingham
5-11, cycling -- women's WorldTour, La Vuelta Femenina, Spain
6-7, soccer -- Champions League semifinals second leg, Europe
6-18, tennis -- WTA-ATP, Italian Open, Rome
8-11, golf -- PGA Tour, Truist Championship, Philadelphia
8-11, golf -- European tour, Turkish Open, Antalya
8-11, golf -- LPGA Tour, Americas Open, Jersey City, New Jersey
8-11, golf -- PGA Tour, Myrtle Beach Classic, South Carolina
9-25, ice hockey -- men's world championship, Sweden, Denmark
10, motorsport -- IndyCar, Sinsio Grand Prix, Indianapolis
10-June 1, cycling -- Grand Tour, Giro d'Italia, Albania, Italy
11, motorsport -- MotoGP, Le Mans, France
14, soccer -- Italian Cup final, Rome
15-18, golf -- major, US PGA Championship, Charlotte, North Carolina
16, athletics -- Diamond League, Doha, Qatar
16-18, motorsport -- F1, Emilia-Romagna Grand Prix, Imola, Italy
17, soccer -- FA Cup final, London
17, horse racing -- Preakness Stakes, Baltimore
17-25, table tennis -- world championships, Doha, Qatar
18-24, tennis -- WTA, Strasbourg International, France
18-24, tennis -- WTA, Grand Prix La Princesse Lalla Meryem, Rabat, Morocco
18-24, tennis -- ATP, Hamburg Open, Germany
18-24, tennis -- ATP, Geneva Open
21, soccer -- Europa League final, Bilbao, Spain
22-25, golf -- PGA Tour, Charles Schwab Challenge, Fort Worth, Texas
22-25, golf -- European tour, Soudal Open, Antwerp, Belgium
22-25, golf -- LPGA Tour, Mayakoba Open, Playa del Carmen, Mexico
22-25, cricket -- England vs. Zimbabwe, one-off test, Nottingham
23-25, motorsport -- F1, Monaco Grand Prix
24, soccer -- German Cup final, Berlin
24, soccer -- French Cup final, Paris
24, soccer -- Women's Champions League final, Lisbon, Portugal
25, athletics -- Diamond League, Rabat, Morocco
25, motorsport -- IndyCar, Indianapolis 500
25, motorsport -- MotoGP, Silverstone, England
25-June 8, tennis -- Grand Slam, French Open, Paris
28, soccer -- Europa Conference League final, Wroclaw, Poland
28, rugby league -- State of Origin I, Brisbane, Australia
28-June 1, sailing -- world championships, Newport, Rhode Island
29, cricket -- England vs. West Indies, 1st ODI, Birmingham
29-June 1, golf -- major, US Women's Open, Erin, Wisconsin
29-June 1, golf -- PGA Tour, Memorial, Dublin, Ohio
29-June 1, golf -- European tour, Austrian Open, Salzburg
30-June 1, motorsport -- F1, Spanish Grand Prix, Barcelona
31, soccer -- Champions League final, Munich
June
1, cricket -- England vs. West Indies, 2nd ODI, Cardiff, Wales
1, motorsport -- IndyCar, Detroit Grand Prix
3, cricket -- England vs. West Indies, 3rd ODI, London
4-8, soccer -- UEFA Nations League Finals, Italy or Germany
5-8, golf -- PGA Tour, Canadian Open, Caledon
5-8, golf -- European tour, KLM Open, Amsterdam
5-22, basketball -- NBA Finals, United States
6, cricket -- England vs. West Indies, 1st T20, Chester-Le-Street
6, athletics -- Diamond League, Golden Gala, Rome
6-8, golf -- LPGA Tour, ShopRite Classic, Galloway, New Jersey
7, horse racing -- The Derby, Epsom, England
8, cricket -- England vs. West Indies, 2nd T20, Bristol
8, horse racing -- Belmont Stakes, Saratoga Springs, New York
8, motorsport -- MotoGP, Aragon, Spain
8-15, cycling -- WorldTour, Criterium du Dauphine, France
9-15, tennis -- WTA-ATP, Libema Open, 's-Hertogenbosch, Netherlands
9-15, tennis -- WTA, London Championships, London
9-15, tennis -- ATP, Boss Open, Stuttgart, Germany
10, cricket -- England vs. West Indies, 3rd T20, Southampton
11-15, cricket -- World Test Championship final, London
12, athletics -- Diamond League, Bislett Games, Oslo, Norway
12-15, golf -- major, US Open, Oakmont, Pennsylvania
12-15, golf -- LPGA Tour, Meijer Classic, Belmont, Michigan
13-15, motorsport -- F1, Canadian Grand Prix, Montreal
13-20, judo -- world championships, Budapest, Hungary
14-15, motorsport -- 24 Hours of Le Mans, France
14-July 6, soccer -- Gold Cup, Canada, United States
14-July 13, soccer -- Club World Cup, United States
15, athletics -- Diamond League, Stockholm
15, motorsport -- IndyCar, Bommarito Automotive Group 500, Madison, Illinois
15-22, cycling -- WorldTour, Tour de Suisse, Switzerland
16-22, tennis -- WTA, Nottingham Open, England
16-22, tennis -- WTA, Berlin Open
16-22, tennis -- ATP, Terra Wortmann Open Halle, Germany
16-22, tennis -- ATP, Queen's Club, London
18, rugby league -- State of Origin II, Perth, Australia
19-22, golf -- major, US Women's PGA Championship, Frisco, Texas
19-22, golf -- PGA Tour, Travelers Championship, Cromwell, Connecticut
20, rugby union -- British and Irish Lions vs. Argentina, Dublin
20, athletics -- Diamond League, Paris
20-24, cricket -- England vs. India, 1st test, Leeds
22, motorsport -- IndyCar, Road America, Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin
22, motorsport -- MotoGP, Mugello, Italy
22-28, tennis -- ATP, Mallorca Championships, Spain
23-28, tennis -- WTA-ATP, Eastbourne International, England
23-28, tennis -- WTA, Bad Homburg Open, Germany
26-29, golf -- PGA Tour, Rocket Mortgage Classic, Detroit
26-29, golf -- European tour, Italian Open, Monte Argentario
26-29, golf -- LPGA Tour, Dow Championship, Midland, Michigan
27-29, motorsport -- F1, Austrian Grand Prix, Spielberg
27-29, golf -- LIV, LIV Dallas
28, rugby union -- Western Force vs. British and Irish Lions, Perth, Australia
29, motorsport -- MotoGP, Assen, Netherlands
30-July 13, tennis -- Grand Slam, Wimbledon, London
July
2, rugby union -- Queensland Reds vs. British and Irish Lions, Brisbane, Australia
2-6, cricket -- England vs. India, 2nd test, Birmingham
2-27, soccer -- Women's European Championship, Switzerland
3-6, golf -- PGA Tour, John Deere Classic, Silvis, Illinois
3-6, golf -- European tour, BMW International Open, Munich
4-6, motorsport -- F1, British Grand Prix, Silverstone, England
5, rugby union -- New South Wales Waratahs vs. British and Irish Lions, Sydney
5, rugby union -- New Zealand vs. France, 1st test, Dunedin
5, rugby union -- South Africa vs. Italy, 1st test, tbd
5, rugby union -- Argentina vs. England, 1st test, tbd
5, athletics -- Diamond League, Prefontaine Classic, Eugene, Oregon
5-27, cycling -- Grand Tour, Tour de France
6, rugby union -- Australia vs. Fiji, Newcastle
6, motorsport -- IndyCar, Indy 200, Lexington, Ohio
6-13, cycling -- women's WorldTour, Giro d'Italia Women
9, rugby union -- ACT Brumbies vs. British and Irish Lions, Canberra, Australia
9, rugby league -- State of Origin III, Sydney
10-13, golf -- major, Evian Championship, Evian-les-Bains, France
10-13, golf -- European tour, Scottish Open, North Berwick
10-13, golf -- PGA Tour, ISCO Championship, Louisville, Kentucky
10-14, cricket -- England vs. India, 3rd test, London
11, athletics -- Diamond League, Herculis, Monaco
11-13, golf -- LIV, LIV Andalucia, Sotogrande, Spain
11-Aug. 3, swimming -- world championships, Singapore
12, rugby union -- Invitational XV vs. British and Irish Lions, Adelaide, Australia
12, rugby union -- New Zealand vs. France, 2nd test, Wellington
12, rugby union -- South Africa vs. Italy, 2nd test, tbd
12, rugby union -- Argentina vs. England, 2nd test, tbd
12, rugby union -- Japan vs. Wales, 1st test, tbd
12, motorsport -- IndyCar, Hy-Vee Race 1, Newton, Iowa
13, motorsport -- IndyCar, Hy-Vee Race 2, Newton, Iowa
13, motorsport -- MotoGP, Oberlungwitz, Germany
14-19, tennis -- ATP, Mifel Open, Los Cabos, Mexico
14-20, tennis -- WTA, Hungarian Grand Prix, Budapest
14-20, tennis -- WTA, Hamburg European Open, Germany
14-20, tennis -- ATP, Nordea Open, Bastad, Sweden
14-20, tennis -- ATP, Swiss Open, Gstaad
17-20, golf -- major, British Open, Portrush, Northern Ireland
17-20, golf -- PGA Tour, Barracuda Championship, Truckee, California
19, rugby union -- Australia vs. British and Irish Lions, 1st test, Brisbane
19, rugby union -- New Zealand vs. France, 3rd test, Hamilton
19, rugby union -- South Africa vs. Georgia, tbd
19, rugby union -- Japan vs. Wales, 2nd test, tbd
19, rugby union -- United States vs. England, tbd
19, athletics -- Diamond League, London
20, motorsport -- IndyCar, Indy Toronto
20, motorsport -- MotoGP, Brno, Czech Republic
20-30, fencing -- world championships, Tbilisi, Georgia
21-26, tennis -- WTA, Prague Open
21-27, tennis -- WTA, DC Open, Washington, DC
22, rugby union -- tbd vs. British and Irish Lions, Melbourne, Australia
23-27, cricket -- England vs. India, 4th test, Manchester
24-27, golf -- PGA Tour, 3M Open, Blaine, Minnesota
24-27, golf -- LPGA Tour, Women's Scottish Open, Gailes
25-27, motorsport -- F1, Belgian Grand Prix, Spa
25-27, golf -- LIV, LIV UK, Rocester, England
26, rugby union -- Australia vs. British and Irish Lions, 2nd test, Melbourne, Australia
26-Aug. 3, cycling -- women's WorldTour, Tour de France Femmes
27, motorsport -- IndyCar, Monterey Grand Prix, California
27-Aug. 3, tennis -- WTA, Rogers Open, Montreal
28-Aug. 3, tennis -- ATP, Rogers Open, Toronto
31-Aug. 3, golf -- major, Women's British Open, Porthcawl, Wales
31-Aug. 3, golf -- PGA Tour, Wyndham Championship, Greensboro, North Carolina
31-Aug. 4, cricket -- England vs. India, 5th test, London
August
1-3, motorsport -- F1, Hungarian Grand Prix, Budapest
2, rugby union -- Australia vs. British and Irish Lions, 3rd test, Sydney
7-10, golf -- PGA Tour, St. Jude Championship, Memphis
7-10, golf -- European tour, European event, tbd
7-18, tennis -- WTA-ATP, Cincinnati Open
8-10, golf -- LIV, LIV Chicago
10, motorsport -- IndyCar, Portland Grand Prix, Oregon
13, soccer -- UEFA Super Cup, Udine, Italy
14-17, golf -- PGA Tour, BMW Championship, Owings Mills, Maryland
14-17, golf -- European tour, Danish Championship, Copenhagen
14-17, golf -- LPGA Tour, Portland Classic, Oregon
15-17, golf -- LIV, LIV Indianapolis, Westfield, Indiana
15-Sept. 15, cricket -- Women's World Cup, India
16, soccer -- 2025-26 Premier League starts, England
16, soccer -- 2025-26 La Liga season starts, Spain
16, rugby union -- Rugby Championship, South Africa vs. Australia, tbd
16, rugby union -- Rugby Championship, Argentina vs. New Zealand, tbd
16, athletics -- Diamond League, Silesia, Poland
17, motorsport -- MotoGP, Spielberg, Austria
17-23, tennis -- ATP, Winston-Salem Open, Winston-Salem, North Carolina
18-23, tennis -- WTA, Seguros Open, Monterrey, Mexico
18-23, tennis -- WTA, Tennis in the Land, Cleveland
20, athletics --- Diamond League, Athletissima, Lausanne, Switzerland
20-24, canoe -- world sprint championships, Milan
21-24, golf -- PGA Tour, Tour Championship, Atlanta
21-24, golf -- European tour, British Masters, Sutton Coldfield, England
21-24, golf -- LPGA Tour, Canadian Women's Open, Mississauga
22, soccer -- 2025-26 Bundesliga starts, Germany
22, athletics -- Diamond League, Memorial van Damme, Brussels
22-Sept. 7, volleyball -- women's world championship, Thailand
22-Sept. 27, rugby union -- Women's World Cup, England
23, rugby union -- Rugby Championship, South Africa vs. Australia, tbd
23, rugby union -- Rugby Championship, Argentina vs. New Zealand, tbd
23-Sept. 14, cycling -- Grand Tour, Spanish Vuelta
24, motorsport -- IndyCar, Milwaukee Mile, West Allis, Wisconsin
24, motorsport -- MotoGP, Balaton, Hungary
25-31, badminton -- world championships, Paris
25-Sept. 7, tennis -- Grand Slam, US Open, New York
27-28, athletics -- Diamond League Final, Weltklasse, Zurich
28-31, golf -- European tour, European Masters, Crans-Montana, Switzerland
28-31, golf -- LPGA Tour, FM Championship, Norton, Massachusetts
29-31, motorsport -- F1, Dutch Grand Prix, Zandvoort
31, athletics -- Sydney Marathon
31, motorsport -- IndyCar, Music City Grand Prix, Lebanon, Tennessee
September
2, cricket -- England vs. South Africa, 1st ODI, Leeds
4, cricket -- England vs. South Africa, 2nd ODI, London
4, horse racing -- Melbourne Cup, Australia
4-7, golf -- European tour, Irish Open, Kildare
5-7, motorsport -- F1, Italian Grand Prix, Monza
5-12, archery -- world championships, Gwangju, South Korea
6, rugby union -- Rugby Championship, New Zealand vs. South Africa, Auckland
6, rugby union -- Rugby Championship, Australia vs. Argentina, Townsville
7, cricket -- England vs. South Africa, 3rd ODI, Southampton
7, motorsport -- MotoGP, Barcelona, Spain
8-14, tennis -- WTA, Jasmin Open, Monastir, Tunisia
8-14, tennis -- WTA, Guadalajara Open, Mexico
10, cricket -- England vs. South Africa, 1st T20, Cardiff, Wales
11-14, golf -- European tour, BMW PGA Championship, Virginia Water, England
11-14, golf -- LPGA Tour, Queen City Championship, Maineville, Ohio
12, cricket -- England vs. South Africa, 2nd T20, Manchester
12-14, tennis -- Davis Cup Finals group stage
12-28, volleyball -- men's world championship, Pasay, Quezon City, Philippines
13, rugby union -- Rugby Championship, Australia vs. Argentina, Sydney
13, rugby union -- Rugby Championship, New Zealand vs. South Africa, Wellington
13-21, athletics -- world championships, Tokyo
13-21, wrestling -- world championships, Zagreb, Croatia
14, cricket -- England vs. South Africa, 3rd T20, Nottingham
14, motorsport -- MotoGP, Misano Adriatico, Italy
15-21, tennis -- WTA, Korea Open, Seoul
17, cricket -- Ireland vs. England, 1st ODI, tbd
17-23, tennis -- ATP, Chengdu Open, China
17-23, tennis -- ATP, Hangzhou Open, China
18-21, golf -- European tour, French Open, Paris
19, cricket -- Ireland vs. England, 2nd ODI, tbd
19-21, motorsport -- F1, Azerbaijan Grand Prix, Baku
19-21, golf -- LPGA Tour, NW Ark Championship, Rogers, Arkansas
19-28, tennis -- ATP, Laver Cup, San Francisco
21, athletics -- Berlin Marathon
21, cricket -- Ireland vs. England, 3rd ODI, tbd
21-28, cycling -- world road championships, Kigali, Rwanda
21-28, rowing -- world championships, Shanghai
24-28, tennis -- ATP, China Open, Beijing
24-30, tennis -- ATP, Japan Open, Tokyo
25-Oct. 5, tennis -- WTA, China Open, Beijing
26-28, golf -- Ryder Cup, Farmingdale, New York
27, rugby union -- Rugby Championship, South Africa vs. Argentina, tbd
27, rugby union -- Rugby Championship, New Zealand vs. Australia, Auckland
27, Australian rules -- Australian Football League grand final, Melbourne, Australia
28, motorsport -- MotoGP, Motegi, Japan
October
1-4, golf -- LPGA Tour, Lotte Championship, Ewa Beach, Hawaii
1-6, canoe -- world slalom championships, Penrith, Australia
1-10, weightlifting -- world championships, Forde, Norway
1-12, tennis -- ATP, Shanghai Masters
2-5, golf -- European tour, Alfred Dunhill Links, Glasgow, Scotland
3-5, motorsport -- F1, Singapore Grand Prix
4, rugby union -- Rugby Championship, Australia vs. New Zealand, Perth
5, motorsport -- MotoGP, Lombok, Indonesia
5, rugby league -- National Rugby League grand final, Sydney
6, horse racing -- Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe, Paris
6-12, tennis -- WTA, Wuhan Open, China
8-19, shooting -- world shotgun championships, Malakasa, Greece
9-12, golf -- European tour, Spanish Open, Madrid
9-12, golf -- LPGA Tour, Buick LPGA Shanghai
11, cycling -- men's WorldTour, Il Lombardia, Lake Como, Italy
11, rugby league -- Super League grand final, Manchester, England
12, athletics -- Chicago Marathon
13-19, tennis -- WTA, Japan Open, Osaka
13-19, tennis -- WTA, Ningbo Open, China
13-19, tennis -- ATP, Almaty Open, Kazakhstan
13-19, tennis -- ATP, European Open, Antwerp, Belgium
13-19, tennis -- ATP, Nordic Open, Stockholm
15-19, cycling -- world track championships, Santiago, Chile
15-19, triathlon -- world series finals, Wollongong, Australia
16-19, golf -- European tour, Back 9 Event, tbd
16-19, golf -- LPGA Tour, BMW Ladies Championship, tbd, South Korea
17-19, motorsport -- F1, US Grand Prix, Austin, Texas
19, motorsport -- MotoGP, Phillip Island, Australia
19-25, gymnastics -- world artistic championships, Jakarta, Indonesia
20-26, tennis -- WTA, Guangzhou Open, China
20-26, tennis -- WTA, Pan Pacific Open, Tokyo
20-26, tennis -- ATP, Swiss Indoors, Basel
20-26, tennis -- ATP, Erste Bank Open, Vienna
23-26, golf -- European tour, Genesis Championship, tbd, South Korea
23-26, golf -- LPGA Tour, International Crown, Goyang, South Korea
24-26, motorsport -- F1, Mexican Grand Prix, Mexico City
24-30, taekwondo -- world championships, Wuxi, China
26, motorsport -- MotoGP, Sepang, Malaysia
27-Nov. 2, tennis -- WTA, Hong Kong Open
27-Nov. 2, tennis -- WTA, Jiangxi Open, Jiujiang, China
27-Nov. 2, tennis -- WTA, Merida Open, Mexico
27-Nov. 2, tennis -- ATP, Paris Masters
30-Nov. 2, golf -- LPGA Tour, Maybank Championship, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
31-Nov. 1, horse racing -- Breeders' Cup, San Diego
November
1-8, tennis -- WTA, WTA Finals, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
2, athletics -- New York City Marathon
2-8, tennis -- ATP, Moselle Open, Metz, France
2-8, tennis -- ATP, Belgrade Open, Serbia
6-9, golf -- European tour, Abu Dhabi Championship, United Arab Emirates
6-9, golf -- LPGA Tour, Japan Classic, Otsu-shi
6-16, shooting -- world rifle and pistol championships, Cairo
7-9, motorsport -- F1, Brazilian Grand Prix, Sao Paulo
9, motorsport -- MotoGP, Portimao, Portugal
9-16, tennis -- ATP, ATP Finals, Turin, Italy
13-16, golf -- European tour, DB World Tour Championship, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
13-16, golf -- LPGA Tour, The Annika, Belleair, Florida
13-19, tennis -- Billie Jean King Cup Finals, tbd
16, motorsport -- MotoGP, Cheste, Spain
17-23, tennis -- Davis Cup Finals, Bologna, Italy
20-22, motorsport -- F1, Las Vegas Grand Prix
20-23, golf -- LPGA Tour, Tour Championship, Naples, Florida
21-25, cricket -- Australia vs. England, 1st test, Perth
22, soccer -- Copa Sudamericana final, tbd
28-30, motorsport -- F1, Qatar Grand Prix, Lusail
29, soccer -- Copa Libertadores final, tbd
December
4-8, cricket -- Australia vs. England, 2nd test, Brisbane
5-7, motorsport -- F1, Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, Yas Marina, United Arab Emirates
9-14, squash -- World Cup, Chennai, India
12-14, golf -- LPGA Tour, Grant Thornton Invitational, Naples, Florida
17-21, cricket -- Australia vs. England, 3rd test, Adelaide
21-Jan. 18, soccer -- Africa Cup of Nations, Morocco
26-30, cricket -- Australia vs. England, 4th test, Melbourne
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/hub/sports
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            Australia's Sam Konstas plays a shot during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)
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            Australia's Sam Konstas bats during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)
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            Australia's Usman Khawaja plays a shot during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)
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            India's Akash Deep, right, appeals unsuccessfully for an LBW against Australia's Steve Smith, left, during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)
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            Australia's Sam Konstas plays a shot during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 21 | 
            Australia's Marnus Labuschagne plays a sweep shot during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)
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            Australia's Steve Smith plays a shot during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)
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            India's Akash Deep, left, celebrates the wicket of Australia's Alex Carey, right, during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        India veteran Kohli and Australia teen Konstas provide a fiery start to the 4th cricket test

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 21 | 
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            Australia's Sam Konstas celebrates his fifty runs during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)
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            Australia's Sam Konstas celebrates his fifty runs during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)
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            Australia's Sam Konstas plays a shot during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)
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            Australia's Sam Konstas bats during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)
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            Australia's Steve Smith plays a shot during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 21

                                    
                                    Australia's Steve Smith plays a shot during play on the first day of the fourth cricket test between Australia and India at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 21 | 
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Former India captain Virat Kohli is facing a possible fine after bumping shoulders with Australia's Sam Konstas in a fiery opening Thursday to the fourth test of the five-match series.
After choosing to bat at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Australia reached 311-6 at stumps Thursday.
Teenager Konstas (60), Usman Khawaja (57), Marnus Labuschagne (72) and Steve Smith (68 not out) all made half-centuries in front of a crowd of 87,242.
Jasprit Bumrah claimed 3-75, continuing his dominance of Australia's batters in this series.
The on-field action heated up at the end of the 10th over. Kohli collided shoulder to shoulder as he walked past 19-year-old Konstas, whose risky stroke-play was causing enormous frustration for the fielding side.
Debutant Konstas and 36-year-old Kohli exchanged words after the collision. A visibly angry Kohli started walking back towards Konstas before umpire Michael Gough and Khawaja hurried over to settle things down between the pair.

    


India assistant coach Abishek Nayar said he could not confirm a media report that Kohli had accepted a fine of 20% of his match fee. Nayar said he did not see the incident as he was "having a conversation outside."




"When you play a game like that, there's always going to be emotions, but I'm pretty sure that it's not as big as it seems," he said. 
Konstas said Kohli had run into him "accidentally."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I was just doing my gloves and I think he accidentally bumped me. But I think that's just cricket, just the tension," Konstas said.
Konstas said his aggressive batting was part of a new era in test cricket.
"Yeah definitely. I reckon 20 or 30 years ago people would be saying 'defend a lot, just bat all day'," Konstas said. "But I think there's a new generation, new shots. It's exciting for me. I like doing that, putting pressure back on the bowlers."
Konstas admitted it "probably would look silly" if he was dismissed playing such outlandish shots.

    


"That's the beauty about being young and maybe a bit naive," he said.
Asked about his verbal battles with India's bowlers, Konstas said: "It got heated at times which was good for me. I feel like that brings the best out of me."
Nayar said India's bowlers showed a lot of character to bounce back after Konstas led Australia's scoring in the opening session.
"Overall, we were happy with where we ended," he said.
Earlier, Konstas looked nervous as he played and missed four times in the opening over of the match, bowled by Bumrah. The youngster fought back by playing three audacious reverse scoops over slips in Bumrah's fourth over, hitting two fours and a six.
Konstas dominated an opening stand of 89 before he was lbw to spinner Ravindra Jadeja, ending a pulsating 65-ball debut. Australia reached 112-1 at lunch.
Khawaja scored his first half-century of the series before Bumrah struck at 154-2 when the left-hander chipped a catch to mid-wicket.
Australia was in control at 237-2 but lost momentum when Labuschagne miscued a lofted drive and was caught at mid-off off the bowling of spinner Washington Sundar. Labuschagne had added 83 for the third wicket with Steve Smith.

    


Travis Head, the leading run-scorer in the series, was bowled for a duck by Bumrah after offering no shot in a crucial breakthrough for India three runs later.
Mitchell Marsh was caught behind for four in Bumrah's next over as Australia suffered a middle-order collapse, losing three wickets for nine runs.
Akash Deep broke a partnership of 53 between Smith and Alex Carey (31) in the second over with the second new ball when Carey was caught behind. At stumps, Pat Cummins was was providing good support for Smith, reaching eight not out.

The five-match series is level at 1-1 after a rainy draw at Brisbane, The fifth and final test is scheduled to start on Jan. 3 at the Sydney Cricket Ground.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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                                        NFL Injury Report
By The Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) The National Football League injury report, as provided by the league (OUT: Player will not play; DOUBTFUL: Player is unlikely to play; QUESTIONABLE: Player is not certain to play; DNP: did not practice; LIMITED: limited participation; FULL: Full participation):
WEEK 17
Thursday
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS at CHICAGO BEARS -- SEATTLE: DNP: TE Brady Russell (foot), RB Kenneth Walker III (ankle), (knee/NIR/rest). FULL: LB Uchenna Nwosu (wrist). S K'Von Wallace (ankle). T Abraham Lucas (knee/NIR/rest), LB Ernest Jones (Knee/NIR), DE Leonard Williams (foot/NIR/rest), TE Noah Fant (knee), RB Zach Charbonnet (elbow), C Olu Oluwatimi (knee), LB Derick Hall (shoulder). CHICAGO: DNP: DB Elijah Hicks (ankle/foot), RB Tavis Homer (hamstring), OL Teven Jenkins (calf), DB Tarvarius Moore (knee). LIMITED: LB Amen Ogbongbemiga (hip), DL Gervon Dexter Sr. (knee), OL Doug Kramer Jr. (shoulder), . FULL: TE Marcedes Lewis (NIR/rest)

    


_____
Saturday
LOS ANGELES CHARGERS at NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS -- LOS ANGELES: DNP: LB Denzel Perryman (Groin), G/T Trey Pipkins III (hip), P JK Scott (illness). LIMITED: TE Will Dissly (shoulder), RB J.K. Dobbins (knee), RB Gus Edwards (ankle), TE Hayden Hurst (illness), S Tony Jefferson (hamstring), DL Otito Ogbonnia (pelvis),DB Elijah Molden (knee), FULL: CB Cam Hart (concussion) . NEW ENGLAND: DNP: C Ben Brown (concussion), S Kyle Dugger (ankle/quad), CB Marcus Jones (hip). LIMITED: LB Curtis Jacobs (concussion), S Jabrill Peppers (hamstring), OL Cole Strange (knee), LB Jahlani Tavai (groin), OT Caedan Wallace (ankle). FULL: RB Jamycal Hasty (ankle).




DENVER BRONCOS at CINCINNATI BENGALS -- DENVER: LIMITED: FULL: RB Tyler Badie (back), WR Troy Franklin (ankle), RB Jaleel McLaughlin (quad).CB Riley Moss (knee). CINCINNATI: DNP: DE Sam Hubbard (knee), TE Tanner Hudson (knee), DT Sheldon Rankins (illness). LIMITED: OT Orlando Brown Jr. (fibula), QB Joe Burrow (right wrist/knee), WR Tee Higgins (ankle/knee), WR Charlie Jones (groin), OT Amarius Mims (ankle/head). FULL: S Jordan Battle (hand). 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
ARIZONA CARDINALS at LOS ANGELES RAMS -- ARIZONA: DNP: S Joey Blount (Ribs), CB Elijah Jones (Ankle), P Michael Palardy (Illness). LIMITED: OL Kelvin Beachum (NIR/rest), RB Trey Benson (ankle), LG Evan Brown (neck), LB Baron Browning (neck), RB James Conner (knee), K Matt Prater (left knee), DL Darius Robinson (calf), LB Mack Wilson Sr. (concussion). LOS ANGELES: LIMITED RT Rob Havenstein (Shoulder).

    


_____
Sunday
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS at NEW YORK GIANTS: (Shoulder)). -- INDIANAPOLIS: DNP: TE Moe Alie-Cox (Toe), LB Jaylon Carlies (Shoulder), QB Anthony Richardson (Back/Foot), LB E.J. Speed (Knee). FULL: CB Julius Brents (Knee), CB Jaylon Jones (Throat). NEW YORK: DNP: DL Cory Durden (Shoulder), DB Raheeem Layne, (Knee)n LB Micha McFadden (Neck), WR Malik Nabers (Toe), OL John Michael Schmitz (Ankle), DB Greg Stroman (Shoulder/Shin), RB Tyrone Tracy (Ankle). LIMITED: DB Dane Belton (Knee), OL Jermaine Eluemunor (Wrist), QB Drew Lock (Shoulder), DB Dru Phillips (Knee, DL Jordan Riley (Knww), DL Armon Watts . FULL: OL Austin Schlottmann (Fibula), OL Aaron Stinnie (Concussion).

    


NEW YORK JETS at BUFFALO BILLS -- NEW YORK: DNP WR Davante Adams (Hip), CB Michael Carter II (Back), CB Sauce Gardner (Hamstring), EDGE Braiden McGregor (Ankle), OL Morgan Moses (Knee), G Alijah Vera-Tucker (Ankle). LIMITED S Tro Adams (Ankle), LB Haason Reddick (Neck), OL John Simpson (Calf), DL Quinnen Williams (Hamstring). FULL: QB Aaron Rodgers (Knee). BUFFALO: No players listed .
TENNESEE TITANS at JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS -- TENNESSEE: DNP: WR Tyler Boyd (Foot), K NicFolk (Abdomen), S Amani Hooker (Shoulder), LB Kenneth Murray Jr. (Wrist). DOL Dillon Radunz (Shoulder), LB Otis Reese (Ankle). LIMITED: WR Colton Dowell (Knee). FULL: LB Luke Gifford (Concussion). JACKSONVILLE: DNP: OT Walker Little (Ankle), LB Ventrell Miller (Ankle), S Darnell Savage (Concussion), DaVon Hamilton (Illness). LIMITED G Brandon Scherff (Knee/Shoulder), TE Brenton Strange (Shoulder), G Ezra Cleveland (Knee).

    


GREEN BAY PACKERS at MINNESOTA VIKINGS -- GREEN BAY: DNP: LB TyRon Hopper (Ankle), LB Quay Walker (Ankle), WR Christian Watson (Knee), S Evan Williams (Quadricep). LIMITED: S Javon Bullard (Ankle), TE Tucker Kraft (Hip), TE Luke Musgrave) (Ankle). FULL: CB Jaire Alexander (Knee), CB Corey Ballentine (Knee). MINNESOTA: DNP: CB Fabian Moreau (Hip), S Harrison Smith (Foot). LIMITED DT Jalen Redmond (Concussion). FULL (LB Blake Cashman (Hip), FB C.J. Ham (Ankle), DE Patrick Jones (Knee), TE Josh Oliver (Wrist), LB Ivan Pace (Hamstring).
LAS VEGAS RAIDERS at NEW ORLEANS SAINTS -- LAS VEGAS: DNP: G Jordan Meredith (Ankle). LIMITED: Kana'i Mauga (Calf), G Jackson Powers-Johnson (Quadricep/Ankle). NEW ORLEANS: DNP: QB Derek Carr (Left Hand), RB Alvin Kamara (Groin), C Erik McCoy (Elbow), G Lucas Patrick (Knee). LIMITED: TE Juwan Johnson (Foot), DE Payton Turner (Ankle), WR Marquez Valdes-Scantling (Chest). FULL: WR Chris Olave (Head), DT Nathan Shepherd (Eye).

    


CAROLINA PANTHERS at TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS -- CAROLINA: DNP T Taylor Moton (Knee), CB Chau Smith-Wade (Illness), CB Jaycee Horn (Hip), RB Chuba Hubbard (NIR/rest). FULL: OLB Jadevon Clowney (Knee), T Ikem Ekwondu (Shoulder), C Cade Mays (Illness), LB Josey Jewell (Quadriceps/Hamstring), WR Xavier Legette (Hip/Wrist), DE A'Shawn Robinson TAMPA BAY: (Knee), OLB D.J. Wonnum (Shoulder/Knee), QB Bryce Young (Hamstring).
MIAMI DOLPHINS at CLEVELAND BROWNS -- MIAMI: Not reported. CLEVELAND: DNP: DE Shelby Harris (Elbow), TE David Njoku (Knee), DE Ogbo Okoronkwo (Knee). LIMITED: CB Martin Emerson (Back), WR Jerry Jeudy (Knee/Shin), QB Dorian Thompson-Robinson (Calf), WR Cedric Tillman (Concussion). FULL: LB Devin Bush (Shoulder), LB Khaleke Hudson (Back),
DALLAS COWBOYS at PHILADELPHIA EAGLES -- DALLAS: DNP: G TJ Bass (Thigh), WR Jalen Brooks (Knee), DB Kemon Hall (Hamstring), LB Eric Kendricks (Calf), WR CeeDee Lamb (Shoulder), ILB Nick Vigil (Foot). LIMITED: WR Jalen Tolbert (Finger), OT Matt Waletzko (Knee). FULL: CB Jourdan Lewis (Elbow), OL Asim Richards (Ankle), DT Mazi Smith (Back), S Juanyeh Thomas (Knee). PHILADELPHIA: DNP: RB Saquon Barkley (Rest), G/T Mekhi Becton (Rest), WR A.J. Brown (Rest), LB Nakobe Dean (Abdomen), G Landon Dickerson (Rest), QB Jalen Hurts (Left finger/Concussion), T Lane Johnson (Rest), RB Will Shipley (Concussion), CB Darius Slay (Rest), OLB Josh Sweat (Rest). LIMITED: QB Kenny Pickett (Ribs). FULL: WR Britain Covey (Neck), DE Bryce Huff (Wrist).

ATLANTA FALCONS at WASHINGTON COMMANDERS -- ATLANTA: DNP: CB Kevin King (Concussion), CB Antonio Hamilton Sr. (Quad). LIMITED: OLB Lorenzo Carter (Groin), WR Drake London (Knee), WR KhaDrel Hodge (Ribs), OLB Matthew Judon (NIR / rest), DL Zach Harrison (Achilles). FULL: WR Casey Washington (Concussion), TE Ross Dwelley (Ankle). WASHINGTON: DNP: WR Dyami Brown (Hamstring), TE Zach Ertz (NIR Rest / Shoulder), DE Clelin Ferrell (NIR Rest / Knee), CB Marshon Lattimore (Hamstring), LB Jordan Magee (Hamstring), WR Terry McLaurin (Ankle), S Tyler Owens (Ankle), T Andrew Wylie (Groin). FULL: DT Jonathan Allen (Pectoral), OLB Dante Fowler Jr. (Groin).
_____
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            Houston Texans running back Joe Mixon (28) catches a pass in front of Baltimore Ravens cornerback Marlon Humphrey (44) during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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            Baltimore Ravens running back Derrick Henry (22) is tackled by Houston Texans cornerback Kamari Lassiter, right, for a safety during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Quarterback C.J. Stroud summed up Houston's performance in an embarrassing 31-2 loss to Baltimore on Wednesday.
"Sometimes you go out there and lay an egg," Stroud said. "It's not easy to say that, but that's what happened. Didn't play well from the first play to the last."
The AFC South champion Texans (9-7) managed only a safety as they suffered their most lopsided loss of the season in front of a home crowd that booed them often throughout the second half.
"That's nothing that we represent, nothing that we talked about all year, all season, all week," receiver Robert Woods said. "And pretty much it's just an embarrassment to show up like that, and that's not the Texans' way and mentality of playing football and showing up in the first place."
The Texans allowed a season-high 251 yards rushing on a day the Ravens' Derrick Henry ran for 147 yards and quarterback Lamar Jackson added 87 to pass Michael Vick for the NFL career rushing record for quarterbacks.

    


"This game comes down to guys making plays and they had two exceptional playmakers on their side in Lamar and Derrick Henry," coach DeMeco Ryans said. "They made plays and that was the game."




A loss like this is particularly concerning for a team with just one week to prepare before the start of the playoffs. Defensive end Will Anderson Jr. said the problems are not from a lack of effort but rather from an inability to stop making simple mistakes.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's embarrassing," Anderson said. "That's not playoff football, and I think everybody in this locker room knows that from the top to the bottom. We have to do a better job and the coaches can do their part, but I feel like as players we have to do our part. The leaders and captains, we have to step up and... we have to hold guys accountable and make sure that everybody's doing their job."
Rookie Kamari Lassiter dropped Henry for a 4-yard loss for the safety with about 10 minutes left in the first half to cut the lead to 10-2.

    


Dameon Pierce then returned the kickoff 45 yards to get the Texans to their 43. But they came away empty when Joe Mixon was stopped on the 1 after grabbing a short pass on fourth-and-3.
Stroud threw for 185 yards, but was sacked five times and threw an interception and Mixon managed just 26 yards rushing as the Texans lost a second straight. They struggled to finish drives in their first game since dynamic receiver Tank Dell sustained a season-ending knee injury in a loss to the Chiefs.
Mixon refused to speak to reporters postgame, but Stroud took the blame for the loss. 
"Terrible on my behalf, probably one of my worst games in my whole career," he said. "Just came out flat, didn't have any energy. I didn't lead the offense the way I should have."
Stroud said he isn't worried about the team and that wallowing in the loss won't help anything. So he's going to do everything he can to help the Texans move on and be better their next time out.

"I'm sure a lot of people in their careers have had this type of game before," he said. "I'm not going to sit here and act like this is just foreign. But it is necessary to wake you up and that's what it's going to do for me and this team."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/texans-ravens-stroud-ryans-houston-a547c4c087a6a5d6b2e017b41b58b803
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) celebrates after a 48-yard touchdown run during the second half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) throws a pass during the first half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson warms up before an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Houston Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud (7) hugs Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson after an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 13 | 
            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) celebrates with teammate Ben Cleveland (66) after throwing a touchdown pass during the second half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson reacts on the sideline during the second half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Baltimore Ravens running back Derrick Henry (22) tries to break a tackle by Houston Texans linebacker Christian Harris, left, during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Baltimore Ravens running back Derrick Henry (22) is tackled by Houston Texans cornerback Kamari Lassiter, right, for a safety during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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            Houston Texans cornerback Kamari Lassiter (4) celebrates after tackling Baltimore Ravens running back Derrick Henry (22) for a safety during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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            10 of 13 | 
            Houston Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud sits on the bench during the second half of an NFL football game against the Baltimore Ravens, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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            Houston Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud (7) passes as he is pressured by Baltimore Ravens defensive tackle Travis Jones (98) during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Houston Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud is sacked by Baltimore Ravens linebacker Kyle Van Noy, left, during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 13 | 
            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) runs off the field after an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) throws a pass during the first half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson warms up before an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) celebrates with teammate Ben Cleveland (66) after throwing a touchdown pass during the second half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Baltimore Ravens running back Derrick Henry (22) tries to break a tackle by Houston Texans linebacker Christian Harris, left, during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Lamar Jackson broke the NFL career rushing record for quarterbacks in the Baltimore Ravens' victory over the Houston Texans on Wednesday.
A highlight came when Jackson dashed 48 yards for a touchdown on a run where he reached a career-best top speed of 21.25 mph. 
"I was jogging," Jackson said. "I didn't have to do anything."
It was that kind of day for Jackson, who led the Ravens to the 31-2 victory that bolstered his case for MVP as the Ravens moved closer to the AFC North title.
"It's just another phenomenal performance," coach John Harbaugh said. "He set the all-time NFL record for rushing yards (for a quarterback) in pro football. That kind of speaks for itself. It's just kind of what he does every week." 
Jackson threw for 168 yards and two touchdowns and ran for 87 yards with that long score. He pushed his career rushing total to 6,110 to move past Michael Vick, who had 6,109 in his 13-year career.

    


"Michael Vick, one of my favorite players," Jackson said. "That's just dope."
The Ravens (11-5) have already wrapped up their third straight playoff berth and need a victory over Cleveland next week to win the division over Pittsburgh. The Steelers dropped a third straight with a loss to Kansas City on Wednesday.




Jackson, the MVP last season and in 2019, put on a show rivaled only by the spectacular Super Bowl-caliber halftime performance by Beyonce to give Baltimore its third straight win. And he needed just more than three quarters to do it, giving way to Josh Johnson with about 10 minutes left and the game long decided.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Just having fun," Jackson said. "The NFL is not easy. I don't care what nobody says. It looks easy, but it's not."
Jackson threw 9- and 1-yard TD passes and was not touched on the 48-yard scoring scamper that made it 24-2 in the third quarter.
Derrick Henry ran for 147 yards and set the Ravens season record with his 16th touchdown on a 2-yard run in the first quarter. He eclipsed Ray Rice (2011) and Mark Ingram (2019).

    


Baltimore dominated a Houston team reeling after losing dynamic receiver Tank Dell to a season-ending knee injury Saturday.
"This game comes down to guys making plays and they had two exceptional playmakers on their side in Lamar and Derrick Henry," Houston coach DeMeco Ryans said. "They made plays and that was the game." 
The AFC South champs struggled to finish drives and got their only points on a safety in the second quarter. C.J. Stroud threw for 185 yards, but was sacked five times and threw an interception and Joe Mixon managed just 26 yards rushing as the Texans (9-7) lost a second straight.
Mixon refused to speak to reporters postgame, but Stroud took the blame for the loss. 
"Terrible on my behalf, probably one of my worst games in my whole career," he said. "Just came out flat, didn't have any energy. I didn't lead the offense the way I should have."
Rookie Kamari Lassiter dropped Henry for a 4-yard loss for the safety with about 10 minutes left in the first half to cut the lead to 10-2.
Dameon Pierce then returned the kickoff 45 yards to get the Texans to their 43. But they came away empty when Mixon was stopped on the 1 after grabbing a short pass on fourth-and-3.

    


Jackson then orchestrated a 99-yard drive to pad the lead. He scrambled to evade the rush and found Mark Andrews for a 67-yard gain to get the Ravens in the red zone with just more than two minutes left in the first half.
Isaiah Likely's 9-yard TD reception two plays later made it 17-2. It was the first 17-2 halftime score in NFL history.
Kyle Hamilton intercepted Stroud's pass on the first drive of the second half. Two plays later, Jackson's long TD run made it 24-2. 
He set the rushing record on a 6-yard run on Baltimore's next drive. Later in the drive, he scrambled to escape several defenders before finding Andrews for a 1-yard score to leave Baltimore up 31-2. 
Injuries

Ravens RB Rasheen Ali injured his hip in the third quarter and didn't return. ... Texans TE Cade Stover returned after missing two games following an emergency appendectomy.
Up next
The Ravens host the Browns, and the Texans visit the Titans next weekend. The game dates have yet to be determined.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid (21) shoots against Boston Celtics' Jaylen Brown, left, and Al Horford, behind, and draws a foul during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Boston (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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            Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid drives past Boston Celtics' Al Horford during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Boston (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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            Boston Celtics' Jaylen Brown (7) drives past Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid (21) during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Boston (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Philadelphia 76ers star Joel Embiid wasn't going to let a pregame stumble keep him from playing the rival Boston Celtics in one of the NBA's marquee games.
Embiid got caught up in a barrier used to keep courtside fans away from the players and fell to the parquet floor during pregame warmups, twisting his right ankle. He took a while to return to the court before the the opening tip, but he played 31 minutes and scored 27 points with nine rebounds in the Sixers' 118-114 victory over the defending NBA champions.
"It was a little sore, but it was Christmas," Embiid said after soaking both ankles in tubs of ice in the Philadelphia locker room following the game. "I've got to play on Christmas."
Embiid was shooting near the sideline about 45 minutes before tipoff and fell to the parquet after backing up into the security barrier and the guard next to it. The 2023 NBA MVP grabbed his right ankle and remained on the court for a minute before walking off to the locker room.

    


When the Sixers returned to the court for a separate shooting session a few minutes before the tipoff, Embiid was late to join them. He eventually did come out and warmed up as usual, then took the opening tip against Boston's Kristaps Porzingis. 




Embiid had 18 points and six rebounds in the first half, and he finished 4 of 5 from 3-point range in the game. He hit four free throws to clinch the game in the final minutes, including a pair after he came away limping from a drive to the basket with 2:09 left and the Sixers leading by three.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It was the other (ankle)," Embiid said with a shrug. "My luck."
A two-time NBA scoring champion, Embiid is averaging 21.3 points and seven rebounds per game this season -- far below his career averages. He has missed all but nine games due to left knee soreness, a sinus fracture and a three-game suspension for an altercation with a reporter in the locker room.

    


"You can't feel bad about yourself," he said. "Life is life; it happens. You do whatever is necessary to get better and get back on the floor. But it is tough. But, you know, what can you do? Some of them are unfortunate so you've just got to deal with it and you know take it in and get better."

Embiid wore a mask while playing in just his third game since the sinus fracture. He was ejected from his previous game, on Monday against San Antonio, after picking up his second technical foul in the second quarter for arguing with referee Jenna Schroeder. 
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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            Denver Broncos quarterback Bo Nix (10) throws a pass during the first half an NFL football game against the Los Angeles Chargers, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Graphic shows NFL team matchups and predicts the winners in Week 17 action.
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            Los Angeles Chargers quarterback Justin Herbert (10) greets fans after a win over the Denver Broncos in an NFL football game Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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                                        Pro Picks is a weekly column where AP Pro Football Writer Rob Maaddi shares his picks for upcoming games. For all previous Pro Picks, head here.
___
Playoff berths, draft positioning and more are up for grabs in Week 17.
There's going to be plenty of football on television this holiday week with the NFL playing games on five out of six days, starting with a doubleheader on Christmas Day that featured four of the AFC's top five teams.
Patrick Mahomes and the two-time defending Super Bowl champion Kansas City Chiefs trounced Russell Wilson and the Pittsburgh Steelers 29-10 on Wednesday. Then, two-time NFL MVP Lamar Jackson and the Baltimore Ravens routed C.J. Stroud and the Houston Texans 31-2. 
The Bears host the Seahawks on Thursday night and there are three games on Saturday, making Sunday's schedule light at nine games. The Lions-49ers wrap up the weekend on Monday night.
Pro Picks goes for another winning week.

    


Los Angeles Chargers (9-6) at New England (3-12)
Line: Chargers minus 4
The Chargers would clinch a wild-card spot with a victory over the Patriots, who battled hard against the Bills. Los Angeles is 9-2 against the spread as favorites. Justin Herbert is 9-0 ATS in the Eastern time zone in his career. The Patriots have lost eight straight home games in December.
BEST BET: CHARGERS: 23-16




Denver (9-6) at Cincinnati (7-8)
Line: Bengals minus 3
Joe Burrow and the Bengals have to win to keep their slim playoff hopes alive. They're favorites for the 12th time this season despite a losing record. The Broncos would clinch a wild-card berth with a win. They're 11-4 ATS.
UPSET SPECIAL: BRONCOS: 23-22 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Seattle (8-7) at Chicago (4-11)
Line: Seahawks minus 3 1/2
The Seahawks have to win to maintain slim playoff hopes. The Bears have lost nine straight. Geno Smith and Jaxon Smith-Njigba should have a big day against Chicago's pass defense.
SEAHAWKS: 26-20
Arizona (7-8) at Los Angeles Rams (9-6)
Line: Rams minus 6 1/2
A four-game winning streak has the Rams on the verge of securing the NFC West. Los Angeles aims to avenge a lopsided loss to Arizona in Week 2. The Cardinals were eliminated from the playoffs and are reduced to playing spoiler. With Kyren Williams leading the rushing attack, the Rams don't have to rely on Matthew Stafford's passing as much.
RAMS: 26-16 

    


New York Jets (4-11) at Buffalo (12-3)
Line: Bills minus 9 1/2
The Bills will know going in if they have a shot at the AFC's No. 1 seed. If the Chiefs beat the Steelers and lock it up, Buffalo's main priority will be keeping Josh Allen and everyone healthy. Still, they can rest in Week 18. After a subpar effort against the Patriots, the Bills can't take Aaron Rodgers and the Jets lightly.
BILLS: 27-16 
Las Vegas (3-12) at New Orleans (5-10)
Line: Raiders minus 1
The Raiders already hurt their draft positioning by beating the Jaguars last week. Another win could further knock them down and negatively impact their quest for a franchise quarterback. But coach Antonio Pierce wants to win and the players don't care about draft slots. The Saints can't get to the end of the season fast enough.
RAIDERS: 20-16 
Carolina (4-11) at Tampa Bay (8-7)
Line: Buccaneers minus 8
The Panthers have embraced the spoiler role and coach Dave Canales will try to derail his former team's playoff hopes. Bryce Young keeps improving and Chuba Hubbard is having a career year. The Buccaneers would've lost to Carolina last month if Hubbard didn't fumble in overtime. Baker Mayfield and a turnover-prone offense have to overcome a depleted defense that couldn't stop Cooper Rush and the Cowboys.
BUCCANEERS: 26-20 

    


Tennessee (3-12) at Jacksonville (3-12)
Line: Jaguars minus 1
The winner of this one really loses because it'll be costly in the race for draft positioning.
TITANS: 19-17 
Indianapolis (7-8) at New York Giants (2-13)
Line: Colts minus 7 1/2
The Giants have come too far to lose the No. 1 pick in the draft. The Colts are clinging to slim playoff hopes. Jonathan Taylor and Anthony Richardson combined for 308 yards and four TDs against the Titans. They could have similar results against New York.
COLTS: 27-16 
Dallas (7-8) at Philadelphia (12-3)
Line: Eagles minus 9
The Cowboys are left to play for a winning record after being eliminated from the playoff race. The Eagles still need a win to secure the NFC East, but are almost locked into the No. 2 seed. If Jalen Hurts can't play because of a concussion, Dallas has a shot against Kenny Pickett. Saquon Barkley is 268 yards away from breaking Eric Dickerson's single-season rushing record. He could have a big day facing the fifth-worst run defense in the NFL.
EAGLES: 24-17 

    


Green Bay (11-4) at Minnesota (13-2)
Line: Packers minus 1
The Vikings are two wins away from the NFC's No. 1 seed with Sam Darnold. Let that sink in. But those won't be easy victories. Minnesota has to beat Green Bay and then Detroit on the road to win the NFC North and get home-field advantage throughout the playoffs. The Vikings defeated the Packers 31-29 in Green Bay in September. They're getting the Packers on short rest off a Monday night rout. The Vikings have been overlooked and underrated. This is a statement game.
VIKINGS: 27-22 
Miami (7-8) at Cleveland (3-12)
Line: Dolphins minus 6 1/2
Tua Tagovailoa and the Dolphins still have slim playoff changes and get an opportunity to win a game in cold weather. A loss helps the Browns hold onto a top-five pick in the draft.
DOLPHINS: 25-16 

    


Atlanta (8-7) at Washington (10-5)
Line: Commanders minus 4
The Falcons regained control of their NFC South hopes when the Buccaneers lost. Now, they have a tough test against the Commanders with Michael Penix Jr. making his second start facing off against Jayden Daniels in another matchup between rookie QBs. Daniels beat Caleb Williams and the Bears earlier this season on a Hail Mary. Washington clinches a playoff berth with a win or a loss by Tampa Bay.
COMMANDERS: 24-23 
Detroit (13-2) at San Francisco (6-9)
Line: Lions minus 3 1/2

The Lions aim to avenge their loss in the NFC championship game, though this matchup lost its luster because the 49ers are eliminated from the playoff race. Detroit clinches the NFC's No. 1 seed with a win if the Packers beat the Vikings. If Minnesota beats Green Bay, the Lions have to beat the Vikings in Week 18 to win the division and secure the top seed so the result against San Francisco won't matter. In that case, Dan Campbell could choose to rest some of his starters in preparation for a winner-take-all regular-season finale.
LIONS: 26-23
___
Last week: 12-4. Against spread: 8-7-1
Overall: Straight up: 170-72. Against spread: 132-106-4.
Prime-time: Straight up: 39-14. Against spread: 29-23-1.
Best Bet: Straight up: 9-7. Against spread: 8-8.
Upset Special: Straight up: 9-7. Against spread: 9-7. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Beyonce performs during halftime of an NFL football game between the Houston Texans and the Baltimore Ravens, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Beyonce performs during halftime of an NFL football game between the Houston Texans and the Baltimore Ravens, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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            Beyonce performs during halftime of an NFL football game between the Houston Texans and the Baltimore Ravens, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes and Travis Kelce speak after an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) passes against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson throws a pass during the first half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) celebrates after a 48-yard touchdown run during the second half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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                                        Beyonce provided more excitement than either game during Netflix's NFL debut on Christmas Day.
Riding into her halftime appearance on a white horse, the 32-time Grammy winner rocked her hometown Houston crowd with a nearly 13-minute performance on Wednesday.
She surprised fans by bringing out Shaboozey to perform "Sweet Honey Buckiin" and Post Malone joined her for "Levii's Jeans."
The action on the field didn't live up to expectations as the NFL showcased four of the AFC's top five teams.
Patrick Mahomes and Travis Kelce exposed a glitch in Pittsburgh's defense during Kansas City's 29-10 rout in the first game. 
The broadcast itself went off just fine, quickly becoming the second-most popular live title on Netflix to date, according to NFL Media.
Lamar Jackson and the Ravens led C.J. Stroud and the Texans 17-2 at halftime before Beyonce stole the show. Baltimore finished off the 31-2 victory with Jackson resting most of the fourth quarter.

    


Mariah Carey opened the football doubleheader with a taped performance of "All I Want for Christmas is You" and then the two-time defending Super Bowl champion Chiefs trounced the Steelers to clinch the No. 1 seed in the AFC.




There were no signs of any major streaming issues during the game after Netflix experienced minor blunders at the start of the pregame show. The broadcast opened with roughly 10 seconds of silence because it appeared studio host Kay Adams' microphone wasn't turned on.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Beyonce's live performance at NRG Stadium was supposed to be the biggest test for the streaming giant and it seemed to go off without a hitch.
Mahomes threw for 320 yards and three touchdowns and Kelce had eight catches for 84 yards and one score as the Chiefs (15-1) earned a first-round bye and home-field advantage throughout the AFC playoffs. The Steelers (10-6) have lost three straight games and may have to settle for a wild-card spot.

    


Jackson tossed two touchdown passes and ran for a score and Derrick Henry had 147 yards rushing and one TD to help the Ravens (11-5) move into first place in the AFC North, one game ahead of Pittsburgh.
Netflix agreed to a three-year contract in May to broadcast Christmas Day games. The NFL is expected to give the streaming service one of its biggest days since the site launched in 1998.
Netflix's 282.3 million subscribers in more than 190 countries could stream the games, marking the first time one outlet distributed an NFL game globally. Netflix had the games available in five languages -- English, French, Spanish, Portuguese and German.
Netflix had problems streaming the Mike Tyson-Jake Paul fight on Nov. 14. The bout peaked at 65 million concurrent streams, including 38 million concurrent streams in the United States. According to the website Down Detector, nearly 85,000 viewers logged problems with outages or streaming leading up to and during the fight.
There were fewer complaints on Wednesday.
According to NFL Media, viewers in all 50 states tuned in within minutes of the pregame show going live and viewers from nearly 200 countries watched the first game. Before the Ravens-Texans kicked off, Netflix reported that it eclipsed its peak concurrent viewers of any Christmas in the past four years.
The NFL was playing its first games on a Wednesday since the Steelers and Ravens were forced to play on Dec. 2, 2020, because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The only other time the league played on a Wednesday since 1948 was in 2012 when the Giants and Cowboys met in the season opener.

    


Commercials
Netflix promoted its own programming in addition to the usual slew of advertisements. The first teaser trailer for "Happy Gilmore 2" was released before kickoff. Adam Sandler is back as Happy Gilmore for the sports comedy that hits the streaming service in 2025. Travis Kelce also was featured in a trailer filled with cameos by celebrities, including Bad Bunny and Kid Cudi.
New Christmas tradition
The NFL played its first games on Christmas Day in 1971 with a pair of divisional playoff games. The league avoided playing on Dec. 25 from 1972-88 and shifted its full slate of games to Saturday if Christmas fell on a Sunday. Since 1989, there have been 30 games on Christmas, never more than three on that day. But the NFL went out of its way to schedule two games on Wednesday to accommodate its $150 million deal with Netflix.

    


Broadcasting teams
J.J. Watt, a three-time AP Defensive Player of the Year and brother of Steelers four-time All-Pro edge rusher T.J. Watt, and former NFL wide receiver Nate Burleson shared analyst duties for the Chiefs-Steelers game, with Ian Eagle on play-by-play.
"I'm extremely proud of him and also slightly concerned he's getting close to a lot of my records," J.J. Watt said of his younger brother at the start of the broadcast.
Noah Eagle, Ian's son, was on play-by-play for the Ravens-Texans game, with former NFL tight end Greg Olsen in the analyst seat.

    


Not a first
This wasn't the first time NFL games aired exclusively on a streaming service. The league's Thursday night games are in their third season on Amazon Prime Video, Peacock streamed the Packers-Eagles game in Sao Paulo, Brazil, in Week 1 and Prime Video will stream a wild-card game. Also, the "Sunday Ticket" package moved to YouTube TV last year.

The largest audience for a streamed-exclusive NFL game was 23 million on Peacock for last season's AFC wild-card game between the Miami Dolphins and the Chiefs.
___
AP Sports Writer Joe Reedy contributed to this report.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Three times in 11 days, the Pittsburgh Steelers faced a team aiming for the Super Bowl, the kind of elite company the Steelers have spent most of the season trying to prove they belong in.
And three times in 11 days, Pittsburgh found itself doing all of the little things wrong -- and some of the big things too -- on its way to a lopsided loss, the latest a 29-10 defeat at the hands of Kansas City on Christmas Day that offered a stark contrast of two teams heading in opposite directions.
The Chiefs -- who have slogged as much as they have surged while pursuing a third straight championship -- scored twice early, forced two momentum-shifting turnovers, had five sacks and closed it out the second they had the chance.
The Steelers (10-6) spent three hours "running on the beach" as coach Mike Tomlin put it. The defense could do little to slow down Patrick Mahomes. The offense had trouble protecting Russell Wilson or generating any kind of sustainable rhythm even with wide receiver George Pickens back in the lineup after missing three games with a hamstring injury.

    


The result became a familiar one. Pittsburgh trudged off the field searching for answers that may not come, not in time to make a serious playoff run anyway.




"We just need to continue to find ways to get better," Steelers outside linebacker T.J. Watt said. "As the season goes on, the margins are smaller."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Too small at the moment, for Pittsburgh to be at anything less than its best. The Steelers have been far from it during a three-game slide that's seen their grip on the AFC North lessen with each passing week.
Against a Kansas City team that seems to be finding itself, Pittsburgh has gotten away from the identity it carved out during the first three months of the season. The NFL leader in takeaways failed to produce a single turnover. Wilson forced a pass into triple coverage in the end zone that ended a scoring threat. And Watt and the rest of the Pittsburgh defense didn't bring Mahomes' familiar No. 15 to the ground even once.

    


"You can't afford to spot them points and allow them to scramble around in the pocket and have time," Watt said. "We didn't have any success."
No, they didn't. And the Steelers are running out of time to regain their swagger ahead of a postseason berth they locked up weeks ago. Yet all the optimism that they were capable of making a playoff run for the first time since 2016 has dimmed amid a slide in which they've been outscored by an average of 16 points.
"The bottom line is the junior varsity is not good enough, we've got to own that," Tomlin said.
Pittsburgh gets a bit of an extended break before it hosts Cincinnati in the regular-season finale. How the Steelers respond over the next 10ish days is vital.
"Our belief can't waver," Wilson said. "If anything, we've got to turn it up even more on our belief."
Maybe, but it would help if they could also avoid the kind of self-inflicted wounds that have hounded them during one of the more trying stretches of Tomlin's lengthy tenure.

    


A two-play sequence late in the first quarter symbolized how it's gone for Pittsburgh since a win over Cleveland on Dec. 8 pushed the Steelers to 10-3 and made them a fringe contender for the AFC's top seed.
Pittsburgh was driving down 13-0 when Wilson orchestrated a crisp drive that gobbled up 69 yards in three plays. Jaylen Warren appeared to finish it off with an 8-yard touchdown run. A holding penalty on tight end Darnell Washington nullified the score.
On the next snap, Wilson tried to thread a pass in between three defenders to tight end Pat Freiermuth. Kansas City's Justin Reid easily picked it off.
"It's on me," Wilson said. "I was trying to give Pat a chance. He's done a good job for us down in the red zone and they made a good play."
Though the Steelers managed to get within 13-7 at the break, the defense yielded almost immediately. Kansas City scored on each of its first three possessions after halftime, including a pair of touchdowns in just over two minutes at the start of the fourth quarter to put it away.

    


The Chiefs headed to a joyous locker room where they celebrated in Santa suits after clinching home-field advantage throughout the AFC playoffs. The Steelers trudged in the opposite direction, their chances of claiming the AFC North dimming and a season once brimming with promise trending toward a familiar result: a quick postseason exit.

"The bottom line is we're just not performing well enough," Tomlins said. "I'm less concerned about the control of the division and more concerned about the quality of our performance at this juncture."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pittsburgh-steelers-mike-tomlin-russell-wilson-e14342b02925429a904a731ecfb36310



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Mavs brace for another Doncic absence, with more evidence of how to stay afloat
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                    Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic (77) celebrates after hitting a three-pointer over Minnesota Timberwolves guard Mike Conley (10) in the first half of an NBA basketball game on Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Emil T. Lippe)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- While the Dallas Mavericks wait to see how long they'll be without Luka Doncic because of his latest left calf injury, they have another example of how to stay afloat until the superstar's return.
Doncic exited late in the second quarter of a 105-99 Christmas Day loss to Minnesota on Wednesday, and the deflated Mavs found themselves down 28 points late in the third.
Yet, Kyrie Irving had a 3-point attempt in the final minute that would have put Dallas in front. His shot was short, as was the rally.
"It's kind of deflating," said Klay Thompson, who passed Reggie Miller for fifth on the career 3-point list during the spirited Dallas rally. "We have such a deep roster, and that's why we can withstand this time without him. We obviously are not the same without Luka in the lineup. We are going to do everything we can to go on a run here without him."

    


Dallas coach Jason Kidd had no update on Doncic after the game.
The five-time All-Star was running a play on offense when he stopped, passed and reached toward his lower legs. Doncic stayed where he was until the Mavs could call timeout. He limped off with 2:31 remaining in the first half.




It was the second game back for Doncic after he missed two games with a left heel contusion. The 25-year-old has a history of issues with his left calf, missing all or most of the past two preseasons while previously sitting the first three games of the 2022 playoffs. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Doncic, who scored 14 points in 16 minutes against the Wolves and is averaging 28.1 points, 8.3 rebounds and 7.8 assists per game, missed five games this season with a right wrist sprain. He has missed eight overall, but Dallas is 6-2 without him.
Now the Mavs have managed a huge rally without him, even if it wasn't enough for the victory.
"I think this is a group that can win," Kidd said. "They believe that. And they've shown that. The record speaks for itself. But we also need him. He's just been hit with some injuries here of late. Hopefully this one isn't that serious. But we do need him if we want to win a championship."

    


Irving scored 39 points in the loss to the Timberwolves, while Thompson finished with 12 on 4-of-10 shooting from 3. Thompson now has 2,562 career 3-pointers to Miller's 2,560.
Irving is averaging 24 points without Doncic. Both missed a loss to the Los Angeles Clippers last week.
Spencer Dinwiddie, who returned to the Mavs this offseason and has been an important option with Doncic sidelined, missed all seven of his shots against the Wolves and finished with two points.
It's likely time for Dallas to find a rhythm again among the supporting cast for at least a few games without the franchise player.
"Just playing selfless basketball," said Thompson, who is in his first season with the Mavs after winning four championships with Stephen Curry and Draymond Green in Golden State.

"Realize Kyrie's going to take us home, he's our closer. But for everybody else on the team, it's just about getting in good rhythm and trusting one another and playing hard, especially defensively. He's obviously our best player, but we've got to be tested, and this is a good test ahead."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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Heat list Jimmy Butler as doubtful for Thursday as speculation about his future intensifies
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            Miami Heat forward Jimmy Butler (22) drives to the basket against Detroit Pistons forward Paul Reed, right, during the first half of an NBA basketball game Monday, Dec. 16, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Duane Burleson)
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            Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler, right, drives to the net against Toronto Raptors' Scottie Barnes, front left, during second-half NBA basketball game action in Toronto, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Miami Heat forward Jimmy Butler (22) dunks the ball over Los Angeles Lakers guard Gabe Vincent (7) during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- The Miami Heat are listing Jimmy Butler as doubtful for their game Thursday at Orlando, saying he needs time to recondition before returning to the lineup.
Butler did not fly with the team to Orlando on Wednesday night, and his intentions for future games seem a bit unclear as well.
Butler has not asked the Heat to be moved, but ESPN, citing sources it did not name, reported Wednesday that the six-time All-Star wants a trade by the league's Feb. 6 deadline and is open to joining teams such as Phoenix, Golden State, Houston and Dallas.
The primary colors of those teams' uniforms include orange, yellow, red and blue. Butler's hair, perhaps not coincidentally, has been tinged in those colors at times in recent weeks.
"I actually like it," Butler said earlier this month when asked about being linked to trade talks and speculation. "It's good to be talked about. I don't think there's such a thing as bad publicity -- to a point."

    


Miami, if it doesn't trade Butler, would run the risk of potentially losing him for nothing as a free agent next summer.
It is the latest twist in a long-running saga involving Butler's future with the Heat, one that began picking up steam back in May when Heat president Pat Riley was noncommittal about giving Butler an extension over the summer.




Butler is eligible for an extension that would guarantee him $113 million for the 2025-26 and 2026-27 seasons. But he is 35 and misses, on average, about one out of every four games in his Heat tenure.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"That's a big decision on our part to commit those kinds of resources unless you have somebody who's going to be there and available every single night," Riley said in May. "That's the truth."
Riley also chided Butler after last season for saying that if he hadn't gotten hurt during the play-in tournament, teams like Boston and New York would have lost to Miami.

    


"I thought, 'Is that Jimmy trolling or is that Jimmy serious?' If you're not on the court playing against Boston or on the court playing against the New York Knicks, you should keep your mouth shut on the criticism of those teams," Riley said last spring.

Butler twisted an ankle in Miami's loss to Oklahoma City on Friday but missed the remainder of that game and the next two Heat games -- at Orlando last Saturday and against Brooklyn on Monday -- with illness, not the ankle, cited as the reason.
Butler has helped Miami make the NBA Finals twice in his Heat tenure. He is averaging 18.5 points, 5.8 rebounds and 4.9 assists this season.
___
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            Minnesota Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards (5) prepares to shoot a jump shot in the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Dallas Mavericks on Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Emil T. Lippe)
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            Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic (77) celebrates after hitting a three-pointer over Minnesota Timberwolves guard Mike Conley (10) in the first half of an NBA basketball game on Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Emil T. Lippe)
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            Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving (11) attempts to pass the ball to Dallas Mavericks center Dereck Lively II (2) in the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves on Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Emil T. Lippe)
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            Dallas Mavericks guard Klay Thompson (31) attempts a three-pointer in the first half of an NBA basketball game on Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Emil T. Lippe)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Anthony Edwards scored 26 points, and the Minnesota Timberwolves held on for a 105-99 Christmas Day victory over Dallas after Mavericks superstar Luka Doncic left the game with a strained left calf.
A rematch of last season's Western Conference finals won by Dallas fell flat when Doncic pulled up lame while running a play late in the second quarter Wednesday. Then it got wild when the Mavs erased almost all of a 28-point deficit in the second half.
The five-time All-Star never made it back to the defensive end and limped off the court after Dallas called timeout. It was Doncic's second game back after missing two with a left heel contusion.
Kyrie Irving scored 39 points but was short on a 3-pointer that would have put the Mavs ahead in the final minute after they trailed by 28 late in the third quarter. Doncic scored 14 points. 
Rudy Gobert had 14 points and 10 rebounds.

    


Takeaways
Timberwolves: Julius Randle played in Dallas against his hometown team for the first time since the blockbuster trade that brought him from the New York Knicks. He had 23 points, 10 rebounds and eight assists.
Mavericks: They finally shook the malaise of the Doncic injury in the fourth quarter, cutting a 28-point deficit from late in third quarter to two.




Key moment
Doncic pulling up lame changed everything. The five-time All-Star is the reason the Mavs were playing their fifth consecutive Christmas game. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Key stat
Timberwolves: Minnesota allowed an average of 121 points on 50% shooting during the three-game skid coming into its third-ever Christmas game. Defense led to the big lead in Dallas.

Mavericks: Klay Thompson was 4 of 10 on 3s and passed Reggie Miller for fifth on the NBA's career list. Thompson, who scored 12 points, has 2,562 to Miller's 2,560.
Up next
Minnesota at Houston on Friday. Dallas at Phoenix on Friday.
___
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Round 2 of Patrick Surtain vs. Ja'Marr Chase headlines the Broncos-Bengals matchup Saturday
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            Denver Broncos' Pat Surtain II reacts after breaking up a pass during the second half of an NFL football game against the Indianapolis Colts Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Cincinnati Bengals wide receiver Ja'Marr Chase (1) celebrates with Cincinnati Bengals wide receiver Jermaine Burton (81) after making a touchdown catch during the second half of an NFL football game against the Cleveland Browns, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean)
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                                        ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP) -- If anybody can slow down Cincinnati Bengals receiver Ja'Marr Chase, it's Denver Broncos cornerback Patrick Surtain II.
He did it before when both were rookies in 2021 and Surtain held Chase to a single catch for 3 yards on four targets on a day Joe Burrow threw for just 157 yards. 
"That was early in my career. Rookie year? Yeah, it was a good game," Surtain said. "They came in with a high-striking offense and we knew that we had to eliminate the explosives, eliminate their top threat. Ja'Marr, he's a great player, one of, if not the best, receivers in the league."
Surtain and Denver's defense gets some help this weekend with the expected return of second-year cornerback Riley Moss, who has been out for a month with a sprained MCL.
Moss's return to the lineup would allow defensive coordinator Vance Joseph to go back to playing primarily man coverage instead of zone, meaning Surtain could stick to Chase (108 catches for 1,510 yards and 16 TDs) while Moss defends Tee Higgins (58 receptions for 727 yards and seven TDs).

    


"They got a lot going on with themselves on the offensive side of the ball, so it's gonna be a good challenge," Surtain said. "Trying to eliminate them like how we did that time would be great."




Eliminating Chase as a game-breaking threat could go a long way toward the Broncos (9-6) eliminating the Bengals (7-8) from the AFC playoff chase. Cincinnati needs to beat Denver to stay alive and the Broncos can clinch their first playoff berth since 2015 with a win or a tie Saturday.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Although ...
Back in '21, the Bengals and Broncos were both 7-6 when Surtain and Chase squared off for the first time. Despite Chase having the worst statistical day of his career, the Bengals escaped Denver with a 15-10 triumph that they parlayed into a Super Bowl run.
The Broncos lost their last three to finish on a four-game slide and a 7-10 record, one in a string of seven straight losing seasons, a skid they only snapped this year.

    


The Broncos missed a chance to clinch a playoff spot last Thursday when they frittered away a double-digit second-half lead in a 34-27 loss to the Los Angeles Chargers. 

Although coach Sean Payton had written "Run It!!" in thick letters across the top of his play sheet, he only called for 14 hand-offs after the Broncos drove down the field for a TD on their opening drive in which four running backs carried seven times for 43 yards, capped by Audric Estime's 3-yard TD.
The Broncos likely will look to run it more Sunday with rain in the forecast and Chase and Burrow waiting on the opposite sideline. 
___
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            San Antonio Spurs' Victor Wembanyama (1), center, reacts as he sinks a three point basket during the second half of an NBA basketball game against the New York Knicks, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in New York. The basket was not counted after an officials review. The Knicks defeated the Spurs 117-114. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            San Antonio Spurs' Victor Wembanyama, second from right, tries to grab a rebound over New York Knicks defenders during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            New York Knicks' Josh Hart (3), left, and San Antonio Spurs' Victor Wembanyama fight for a rebound during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in New York. The Knicks defeated the Spurs 117-114. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            New York Knicks' Josh Hart, right, tries to grab the ball from San Antonio Spurs' Victor Wembanyama during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in New York. The Knicks defeated the Spurs 117-114. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            San Antonio Spurs' Victor Wembanyama, left, and New York Knicks' Karl-Anthony Towns fight for a rebound during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in New York. The Knicks defeated the Spurs 117-114. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            San Antonio Spurs' Victor Wembanyama, second from right, tries to grab a rebound over New York Knicks defenders during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            New York Knicks' Josh Hart (3), left, and San Antonio Spurs' Victor Wembanyama fight for a rebound during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in New York. The Knicks defeated the Spurs 117-114. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            New York Knicks' Josh Hart, right, tries to grab the ball from San Antonio Spurs' Victor Wembanyama during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in New York. The Knicks defeated the Spurs 117-114. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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                                    New York Knicks' Josh Hart, right, tries to grab the ball from San Antonio Spurs' Victor Wembanyama during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in New York. The Knicks defeated the Spurs 117-114. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            San Antonio Spurs' Victor Wembanyama, left, and New York Knicks' Karl-Anthony Towns fight for a rebound during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in New York. The Knicks defeated the Spurs 117-114. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Victor Wembanyama nearly obliterated the Spurs' Christmas record book in his first time playing on the holiday.
Nearly won the game, too.
His 42 points and 18 rebounds could only get San Antonio close before falling short, with the New York Knicks pulling out a 117-114 victory Wednesday.
Wembanyama left Madison Square Garden with one of the greatest Christmas debuts in NBA history but without the thing he coveted most.
"I'm thinking about the game right now," he said after a long pause, "and just thinking that we were close but we lack some attributes at times."
Wembanyama stared at the box score on the table in front of him as he spoke, and his line on it was eye-popping. Besides the 42 points and 18 boards, he had six 3-pointers, four blocked shots and four assists.
Only Wilt Chamberlain (45 in 1959) and Tracy McGrady (43 in 2000) had more points in their first time playing on Christmas. LaMarcus Aldridge had the previous highest total for a San Antonio player, scoring 33 in 2016.

    


"We expect that from him," Spurs veteran Chris Paul said. "Us that see him day in and day out, we're not surprised by that. I think, for us, the next step is winning those games."




Wembanyama was just short of the Spurs' record for rebounds on Christmas, with Hall of Famer David Robinson grabbing 19 in 1999.
He had a couple of chances in the final minute, but neither he nor any other Spurs could grab two missed shots by the Knicks in the last 30 seconds. Josh Hart got them both, allowing the Knicks to run out the clock.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It sure feels like you can't do anything about it, but this is why you have to do everything you can before when you can," Wembanyama said.
The Spurs got a spot on the most anticipated date on the NBA schedule mostly because of Wembanyama, the 7-foot-3 phenom from France who was the No. 1 pick of the 2023 draft and went on to win Rookie of the Year honors.

    


He was the Western Conference player of the week last week and had averaged 32.7 points and 7.3 blocks in his previous three games. Wembanyama leads the NBA in the latter category and has taken his offensive game to a new level with the depth from where he can launch 3-pointers. His six 3s on Wednesday give him 23 in his last four games.
"He's taking a lot of long 3s. He took a lot of 3s. He's a different Wemby than what I remember the rookie year," Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns said.
As for how to defend a player who can do all that?
"If the physicality is allowed, I think it's possible you can do more stuff," Towns said. "Also if someone just finds the potion somewhere to be 7-5, 7-6, then we (would) be solid."
Wembanyama and Knicks guard Mikal Bridges, who scored a season-high 41 points, became the first pair of opposing players with 40 or more on Christmas since 1961, when Hall of Famers Elgin Baylor and Oscar Robertson each hit that mark in a Lakers victory over Cincinnati.
The Spurs figure to get plenty more chances to play on the holiday as long as Wembanyama is around.

"Tonight just proved that we're not ready yet," he said, before turning positive about the way the Spurs played and predicting they would become addicted to doing so.
"This is how I see it, because it's high effort to play like that but it's also high rewards."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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                    Palestinian women and girls struggle to reach for food at a distribution center in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A lead organization monitoring for food crises around the world withdrew a new report this week warning of imminent famine in north Gaza under what it called Israel's "near-total blockade," after the U.S. asked for its retraction, U.S. officials told the Associated Press. The move follows public criticism of the report from the U.S. ambassador to Israel.
The rare public dispute drew accusations from prominent aid and human-rights figures that the work of the U.S.-funded Famine Early Warning System Network, meant to reflect the opinion of unbiased international experts, has been tainted by politics. A declaration of famine would be a great embarrassment for Israel, which has insisted that its 15-month war in Gaza is aimed against the Hamas militant group and not against its civilian population.
U.S. ambassador to Israel Jacob Lew earlier this week called the warning by the internationally recognized group inaccurate and "irresponsible." Lew and the U.S. Agency for International Development, which funds the monitoring group, both said the findings failed to properly account for rapidly changing circumstances in north Gaza. 

    


Humanitarian and human rights officials expressed fear of U.S. political interference in the world's monitoring system for famines. The U.S. Embassy in Israel and the State Department declined comment. FEWS officials did not respond to questions.




"We work day and night with the U.N. and our Israeli partners to meet humanitarian needs -- which are great -- and relying on inaccurate data is irresponsible," Lew said Tuesday. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
USAID confirmed to the AP that it had asked the famine-monitoring organization to withdraw its stepped-up warning issued in a report dated Monday. The report did not appear among the top updates on the group's website Thursday, but the link to it remained active.
The dispute points in part to the difficulty of assessing the extent of starvation in largely isolated northern Gaza. Thousands in recent weeks have fled an intensified Israeli military crackdown that aid groups say has allowed delivery of only a dozen trucks of food and water since roughly October.

    


FEWS Net said in its withdrawn report that unless Israel changes its policy, it expects the number of people dying of starvation and related ailments in north Gaza to reach between two and 15 per day sometime between January and March.
The internationally recognized mortality threshold for famine is two or more deaths a day per 10,000 people.
FEWS was created by the U.S. development agency in the 1980s and is still funded by it. But it is intended to provide independent, neutral and data-driven assessments of hunger crises, including in war zones. Its findings help guide decisions on aid by the U.S. and other governments and agencies around the world.
A spokesman for Israel's foreign ministry, Oren Marmorstein, welcomed the U.S. ambassador's public challenge of the famine warning. "FEWS NET - Stop spreading these lies!" Marmorstein said on X.
In challenging the findings publicly, the U.S. ambassador "leveraged his political power to undermine the work of this expert agency," said Scott Paul, a senior manager at the Oxfam America humanitarian nonprofit. Paul stressed that he was not weighing in on the accuracy of the data or methodology of the report.

    


"The whole point of creating FEWS is to have a group of experts make assessments about imminent famine that are untainted by political considerations," said Kenneth Roth, former executive director of Human Rights Watch and now a visiting professor in international affairs at Princeton University. "It sure looks like USAID is allowing political considerations -- the Biden administration's worry about funding Israel's starvation strategy -- to interfere."
Israel says it has been operating in recent months against Hamas militants still active in northern Gaza. It says the vast majority of the area's residents have fled and relocated to Gaza City, where most aid destined for the north is delivered. But some critics, including a former defense minister, have accused Israel of carrying out ethnic cleansing in Gaza's far north, near the Israeli border.

    


North Gaza has been one of the areas hardest-hit by fighting and Israel's restrictions on aid throughout its war with Hamas militants. Global famine monitors and U.N. and U.S. officials have warned repeatedly of the imminent risk of malnutrition and deaths from starvation hitting famine levels. 
International officials say Israel last summer increased the amount of aid it was admitting there, under U.S. pressure. The U.S. and U.N. have said Gaza's people as a whole need between 350 and 500 trucks a day of food and other vital needs. 
But the U.N. and aid groups say Israel recently has again blocked almost all aid to that part of Gaza. Cindy McCain, the American head of the U.N. World Food Program, previously called for political pressure to get food flowing to Palestinians there.

    


Israel says it places no restrictions on aid entering Gaza and that hundreds of truckloads of goods are piled up at Gaza's crossings and accused international aid agencies of failing to deliver the supplies. The U.N. and other aid groups say ongoing combat, looting and insufficient security by Israeli troops make it impossible to deliver aid effectively.
Lew, the U.S. ambassador, said the famine warning was based on "outdated and inaccurate" data. He pointed to uncertainty over how many of the 65,000-75,000 people remaining in northern Gaza had fled in recent weeks, saying that skewed the findings.
FEWS said in its report that its famine assessment holds even if as few as 10,000 people remain.
USAID in its statement to AP said it had reviewed the report before it became public, and noted "discrepancies" in population estimates and some other data. The U.S. agency had asked the famine warning group to address those uncertainties and be clear in its final report to reflect how those uncertainties affected its predictions of famine, it said.
"This was relayed before Ambassador Lew's statement," USAID said in a statement. "FEWS NET did not resolve any of these concerns and published in spite of these technical comments and a request for substantive engagement before publication. As such, USAID asked to retract the report."
Roth criticized the U.S. challenge of the report in light of the gravity of the crisis there.
"This quibbling over the number of people desperate for food seems a politicized diversion from the fact that the Israeli government is blocking virtually all food from getting in," he said, adding that "the Biden administration seems to be closing its eyes to that reality, but putting its head in the sand won't feed anyone."
The U.S., Israel's main backer, provided a record amount of military support in the first year of the war. At the same time, the Biden administration repeatedly urged Israel to allow more access to aid deliveries in Gaza overall, and warned that failing to do so could trigger U.S. restrictions on military support. The administration recently said Israel was making improvements and declined to carry out its threat of restrictions.

Military support for Israel's war in Gaza is politically charged in the U.S., with Republicans and some Democrats staunchly opposed any effort to limit U.S. support over the suffering of Palestinian civilians trapped in the conflict. The Biden administration's reluctance to do more to press Israel for improved treatment of civilians undercut support for Democrats in last month's elections.
___
Sam Mednick and Josef Federman in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
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            Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, left, and Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, pose for a photo prior to a meeting of the heads of state of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, on Oct. 8, 2024. (Sergei Ilnitsky/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, attends the Supreme Eurasian Economic Union meeting at the Igora resort in the Leningrad region, about 54 km (33,75 miles) north of St. Petersburg in Igora, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            From left: Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov and Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev attend the Supreme Eurasian Economic Union meeting at the Igora resort in the Leningrad region, about 54 km (33,75 miles) north of St. Petersburg in Igora, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin attends the Supreme Eurasian Economic Union meeting at the Igora resort in the Leningrad region, about 54 km (33,75 miles) north of St. Petersburg in Igora, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, and Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko attend the Supreme Eurasian Economic Union meeting at the Igora resort in the Leningrad region, about 54 km (33,75 miles) north of St. Petersburg in Igora, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Pavel Byrkin, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko attends the Supreme Eurasian Economic Union meeting at the Igora resort in the Leningrad region, about 54 km (33,75 miles) north of St. Petersburg in Igora, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Alexei Danichev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            From left: Armenian Deputy Prime Minister Mger Grigoryan, Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov and Eurasian Economic Commission Chairman Baktyzhan Sagintaev pose for a photo prior to the Supreme Eurasian Economic Union meeting at the Igora resort in the Leningrad region, about 54 km (33,75 miles) north of St. Petersburg in Igora, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Alexander Demyanchuk, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, attends the Supreme Eurasian Economic Union meeting at the Igora resort in the Leningrad region, about 54 km (33,75 miles) north of St. Petersburg in Igora, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            From left: Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov and Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev attend the Supreme Eurasian Economic Union meeting at the Igora resort in the Leningrad region, about 54 km (33,75 miles) north of St. Petersburg in Igora, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin attends the Supreme Eurasian Economic Union meeting at the Igora resort in the Leningrad region, about 54 km (33,75 miles) north of St. Petersburg in Igora, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, and Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko attend the Supreme Eurasian Economic Union meeting at the Igora resort in the Leningrad region, about 54 km (33,75 miles) north of St. Petersburg in Igora, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Pavel Byrkin, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko attends the Supreme Eurasian Economic Union meeting at the Igora resort in the Leningrad region, about 54 km (33,75 miles) north of St. Petersburg in Igora, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Alexei Danichev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            From left: Armenian Deputy Prime Minister Mger Grigoryan, Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, Kyrgyz President Sadyr Japarov and Eurasian Economic Commission Chairman Baktyzhan Sagintaev pose for a photo prior to the Supreme Eurasian Economic Union meeting at the Igora resort in the Leningrad region, about 54 km (33,75 miles) north of St. Petersburg in Igora, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Alexander Demyanchuk, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- A tightly-scripted meeting of the Russia-dominated economic alliance of several ex-Soviet nations briefly went awry Thursday when two leaders engaged in bickering during a live broadcast of the event.
Russian President Vladimir Putin and other heads of states attended the meeting of the Eurasian Economic Union, which includes Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. 
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, who has increasingly sought to phase down his country's ties with Moscow and forge closer relations with the West, joined the meeting via video link after canceling his trip following a positive test for COVID-19.
The carefully choreographed session at a resort near St. Petersburg veered off script when Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, whose country was taking the rotating chairmanship in the economic grouping from Armenia, urged Pashinyan to visit Belarus for the union's next meeting.

    


Pashinyan responded that he plans to attend the Belarus meeting via video call, after which Lukashenko pressed for an explanation and even offered to send a plane to fly the Armenian delegation to the Belarusian capital. 


Pashinyan then pointed to his earlier decision to freeze high-level visits to Belarus over Lukashenko's support for Armenia's rival, Azerbaijan. 
"I don't think this is the right format for discussing these issues," Pashinyan added.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But Lukashenko kept arguing and Pashinyan snapped back. Putin, who sat next to Lukashenko, and other leaders watched the altercation in stony silence.

The Eurasian Economic Union was formed a decade ago to encourage stronger business ties and facilitate trade between its members, but it has been marred by economic and other dispoutes between members. 
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Cambodian court gives an opposition leader 2-year prison term, keeping pressure on critics
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                    Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet sits as his attends an opening the 11th plenary session of the International Parliament for Tolerance and Peace (IPTP), in Phnom Penh Cambodia, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith, File)
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                                        PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) -- A Cambodian court on Thursday convicted an opposition party leader of inciting social disorder and sentenced him to two years in prison, the latest legal assault on opponents and critics of the government of Prime Minister Hun Manet.
The Phnom Penh Municipal Court also gave Nation Power Party president Sun Chanthy a permanent ban on voting or running for office and fined him four million riels ($1,000). He was convicted in absentia as he chose not to attend Thursday's brief trial.
Sun Chanthy, 41, was arrested in May this year at Phnom Penh International Airport after returning from a trip to Japan where he held a meeting with several hundred Cambodian overseas workers. He spoke there critically about Hun Manet's government and urged that opposition political parties be allowed to operate more freely.
Under former Prime Minister Hun Sen, who held power for almost four decades, Cambodia was widely criticized for human rights abuses that included suppression of freedom of speech and association. He was succeeded last year by his American-educated son, Hun Manet, but there have been few signs of political liberalization.

    


Cambodia's government has long been accused of using the judicial system to persecute critics and political opponents. The government insists it promotes the rule of law under an electoral democracy, but political parties seen as mounting strong challenges to the ruling Cambodian People's Party have been dissolved by the courts or had their leaders jailed or harassed.




Sun Chanthy had reportedly criticized the government's system of unfairness in issuing special cards to some poor families that allow them to receive social welfare handouts.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Justice Ministry explained that he was charged for his remarks about the cards because he had "twisted information" to dishonestly suggest that they would only be distributed to those who join the ruling Cambodian People's Party.

    


Sun Chanthy had been a top leader of the former Cambodia National Rescue Party and was closely associated with its chief Sam Rainsy, the harshest critic and most popular opponent of the Cambodian People's Party for decades. Sam Rainsy has been in exile since 2016 to avoid serving prison sentences on charges of defamation, treason and other offenses, which his supporters consider politically motivated.
The Cambodia National Rescue Party had been expected to present a strong challenge to the ruling party in the 2018 general election. But as part of a sweeping crackdown on the opposition before the polls, the high court dissolved the party, and the Cambodian People's Party subsequently won every seat in the National Assembly.
Sun Chanthy then joined the Candlelight Party, the successor to the Cambodia National Rescue Party, but it in turn was barred from competing in the 2023 general election on a technicality. He later helped form the Nation Power Party in October last year.

He chose not to attend Thursday's court hearing because he has been held in pre-trial detention almost 600 kilometers (375 miles) away and the drive would cause him to be carsick, said his lawyer, Choung Chou Ngy .
"He said to travel nearly 600 kilometers while handcuffed, it would feel like torture," the lawyer said.
----
Peck reported from Bangkok.
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South Korean opposition submits motion to impeach the country's acting president as strife deepens
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            South Korea's acting President Han Duck-soo speaks at the government complex in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (Choi Jae-koo/Yonhap via AP)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, being broadcast at the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung, third from right, talks with his party members during the plenary session at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Lawmakers participate in the plenary session at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, being broadcast at the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's main opposition party submitted a motion on Thursday to impeach the country's acting leader over his reluctance to fill three Constitutional Court vacancies ahead of the court's review of rebellion charges against impeached President Yoon Suk Yeol stemming from his short-lived martial law decree on Dec. 3.
The court appointments have stalled amid an intensifying dispute between the liberal opposition and Yoon's conservative party, and the potential impeachment of Prime Minister Han Duck-soo may deepen the political paralysis that has halted high-level diplomacy and rattled financial markets.
The opposition-controlled National Assembly also passed motions calling for the appointment of three Constitutional Court justices as the court prepares to start deliberations on whether to dismiss or reinstate Yoon. The vote came shortly after Han reiterated in a televised statement that he wouldn't appoint the justices without bipartisan consent.

    


National Assembly Speaker Woo Won Shik urged Han to swiftly appoint the justices, saying that his calls for bipartisan consent essentially amounted to a refusal and "infringes on the National Assembly's right to select Constitutional Court justices."




Yoon's People Power Party, whose members mostly boycotted the National Assembly vote, argued that Han shouldn't exercise presidential authority to appoint the proposed justices while Yoon has yet to be formally removed from office.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The main opposition Democratic Party has accused the conservatives of undermining the court process to save Yoon's presidency, and its motion to impeach Han could go to a floor vote as early as Friday. The Democrats' floor leader, Park Chan-dae, said Han's comments showed "he lacks both the qualifications to serve as the acting leader and the will to uphold the Constitution."
Yoon's presidential powers were suspended after the National Assembly voted to impeach him on Dec. 14 over an attempted power grab that lasted only hours but has triggered weeks of political turmoil that has shaken one of Asia's most robust democracies.

    


To formally end Yoon's presidency, at least six justices on the nine-member Constitutional Court must vote in favor. Three seats remain vacant following retirements and a full bench could make conviction more likely.
The court, which is to hold a pretrial hearing in Yoon's case on Friday, has said it believes the acting president can exercise the right to appoint justices.
Three of the court's nine justices are directly appointed by the president. Three are nominated by the head of the Supreme Court and three by the National Assembly, and they are then formally appointed by the president in what is widely considered a procedural matter.
The three seats that are currently open are to be nominated by lawmakers. South Korea's Constitution states that the National Assembly "selects" three spots on the court rather than recommends, suggesting that the presidential appointments for these spots are a formality rather than a substantive authority, according to some legal experts.

    


"The consistent spirit reflected in our Constitution and laws is that an acting president should focus on maintaining stability in governance to help the country overcome crisis while refraining from exercising significant powers exclusive to the president, including appointments to constitutional institutions," Han said. "I will withhold the appointment of Constitutional Court justices until the ruling and opposition parties submit an agreed-upon proposal."
Han has also clashed with the Democrats over his vetoes of controversial agricultural bills endorsed by the opposition and refusal to approve bills calling for independent investigations of Yoon and corruption allegations involving his wife, Kim Keon Hee.
If Han is impeached, Choi Sang-mok, the country's deputy prime minister and finance minister, is next in line.
The impeachment vote against Han could face legal ambiguities. Most South Korean officials can be impeached with a simple majority of the National Assembly, but impeaching presidents requires two-thirds. The rival parties differ on which standard should apply to an acting president. The Democratic Party controls 170 of the National Assembly's 300 seats, so it would need support from members of other parties including Yoon's own to get a two-thirds majority.

    


While focusing on defending himself in the Constitutional Court, Yoon has dodged several requests by law enforcement authorities to appear for questioning over rebellion charges and also blocked searches of his office. The Corruption Investigation Office for High-Ranking Officials, which is leading a joint investigation with police and military authorities of Yoon, summoned him for questioning this Sunday after he ignored a request to appear on Christmas Day. The office plans to question Yoon on charges of abuse of authority and orchestrating a rebellion.

    


Authorities have already arrested Yoon's defense minister, police chief and several other military commanders involved in the attempt to implement martial law, which harkened back to the days of authoritarian leaders the country hasn't seen since the 1980s.

In a news conference in Seoul, Yoo Seung Soo, lawyer for former Defense Minister Kim Yong Hyun, repeated Yoon's claim that his martial law decree was to "sound alarm against ... political abuse" by an opposition that has bogged down his agenda, and did not amount to a rebellion.
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Former Presidential candidate in Taiwan, Ko Wen-je, indicted for corruption
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                    Taiwan People's Party (TPP) presidential candidate Ko Wen-je speaks at the presidential debates at Taiwan Public Television Service in Taipei, Taiwan, Dec. 30, 2023. (AP Photo/Pei Chen, Pool, File)
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                                        TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) -- Prosecutors in Taiwan indicted former presidential candidate and Taiwan People's Party founder Ko Wen-je on corruption charges Thursday, accusing him of taking bribes during his time as mayor of the island's capital.
Ko, a former mayor of Taipei, is accused of accepting bribes related to a real estate development during his time in office, according to the prosecutors' statement. He's also accused of embezzling political donations.
If convicted on all charges, he faces a possible 28.5 years in jail.
Core to the case is a development owned by Core Pacific City group in Taipei. Prosecutors say Ko allowed the company to evade city building regulations in exchange for bribes. 
"The defendant, Ko, violated his vow as a mayor to not accept bribes, and abide by our national laws. Instead, Ko intended to help the group obtain billions of dollars in illegal benefits, while collecting millions in bribes," said Kao Yi-shu, the lead prosecutor, while unveiling the charges Thursday. 

    


While Ko could not be reached, he has previously denied the allegations of bribery and corruption. His party said the charges were a case of political persecution.




"With this kind of abuse of power, the government is being reduced to a political thug," said Lin Fu-nan, a member of the TPP's central committee. "We call on the black hand of politics not to reach into the judiciary."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ko, a former doctor, burst onto the political scene to win Taipei's 2014 mayoral race. He served two terms from 2014 to 2022. 
Ko founded the TPP in 2019 as an alternative to the two-party system, promising a break from politics as usual. 
He ran for President this year. Despite finishing third, he attracted attention for his appeal to young voters. Taiwan's politics is mostly dominated by two main political parties, the Nationalist Party (Kuomingtang) and the Democratic Progressive Party. 

Ko's Taiwan People's Party, while small, is allied with the Kuomingtang in Taiwan's legislature and helped it pass three laws last week that critics say have paralyzed the Constitutional Court and will weaken Taiwan President Lai Ching-te's ability to carry out his political agenda. 

    


___
Wu reported from Bangkok.
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'Baby Driver' actor Hudson Meek, 16, dies in a fall from a moving vehicle
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                                        VESTAVIA HILLS, Ala. (AP) -- Teenage actor Hudson Meek has died after he fell out of a moving vehicle in Alabama, authorities said.
Meek, 16, was hurt on Dec. 19 while on a street in Vestavia Hills, a suburb of Birmingham. He died two days later, according to the Jefferson County Coroner's Office.
The Vestavia Hills Police Department, which is investigating Meek's death, has not issued any public statements.
Meek made his on-screen debut in 2014's "The Santa Con," and had roles in various TV series, including "MacGyver." He was perhaps best known for his role in the 2017 film "Baby Driver," in which he played a younger version of Ansel Elgort's titular character.
"His 16 years on this earth were far too short, but he accomplished so much and significantly impacted everyone he met," a post on Meek's Instagram page read.

Meek played football at Vestavia Hills High School, enjoyed Bible study with his teammates and had traveled to all 50 states. He loved snow skiing, making music playlists for his friends and singing in the school choir, according to his obituary,
His family plans a funeral and memorial service on Saturday that will be livestreamed on Meek's Instagram account.
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Saturday NFL draws larger audience than college games for rollout of 12-team playoff
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                    Penn State quarterback Drew Allar (15) throws a pass while being pressured by SMU defensive end Jahfari Harvey (6) during the first half in the first round of the NCAA College Football Playoff, Saturday, Dec. 21, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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                                        A pair of Saturday NFL games drew a larger viewing audience than college football for the rollout of the sport's 12-team playoff.
The playoff game between SMU and Penn State averaged 6.4 million viewers on TNT networks, compared with the Texans-Chiefs game on NBC, which averaged 15.5 million viewers.
Later, Clemson-Texas drew 8.6 million viewers on TNT, compared with 15.4 million for Steelers-Ravens on Fox.
ESPN, ABC and others aired the other two college games -- Indiana-Notre Dame (13.4 million) on Friday night and Tennessee-Ohio State (14.3 million) on Saturday night. There were no competing NFL games. 
The overall average of 10.6 million viewers was higher than all but four college games this season.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Police are investigating a Christmas shooting at Sky Harbor Airport in Phoenix that left three people injured by gunfire and another person stabbed.
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            Police investigate a Christmas shooting at Sky Harbor Airport in Phoenix late Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024. (KNXV via AP)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Authorities are investigating a Christmas shooting at Sky Harbor Airport in Phoenix that left three people injured by gunfire and another person stabbed. Police said the incident was related to a family dispute.
Phoenix police said the evening shooting happened at around 9:45 p.m. at an airport restaurant that is outside the security checkpoints in Terminal 4.
An adult female and two adult males were shot, leaving the female with injuries police describe as life-threatening. The two men were in stable condition and expected to survive, police said in a statement. The man hospitalized with at least one stab wound was in stable condition.
The group of people all knew each other and had a physical fight that led to one of them pulling a gun, police said.
"I do believe that this was a family dispute that escalated," Phoenix police Sgt. Mayra Reeson told reporters.

    


After the gunfire, a man and a girl were detained in an airport parking garage nearby. Police did not immediately release information on possible charges. They were still investigating why the group was at the airport, and whether they were traveling or were there for some other reason.




The gunfire led to the temporary closure of a security checkpoint at the terminal, the closure of some restaurants and a pause in service at the terminal's PHX Sky Train station.
"Of course this was scary, this was Christmas evening, everybody's trying to get home," Reeson said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In what Reeson described as a "completely unrelated" incident after the shooting and stabbing, a man showed up at the airport with a gun late Wednesday night.
"This man received a text message that he believed there was an active shooter at Sky Harbor, Reeson said.

That man then got into an altercation with a police officer and was arrested inside the airport. Reeson said he would be booked into jail. Information on his charges was not immediately available. Sky Harbor, one of the largest commercial airports in the U.S., is a hub for American Airlines and a main connecting point for passengers on Southwest and Frontier airlines. 
---
Associated Press Staff Writer Jeff Martin in Atlanta contributed.
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Americans still dreaming of a really big Christmas present can keep that dream alive during Friday's Mega Millions drawing for a jackpot worth an estimated $1.15 billion. Friday's jackpot will potentially be the fifth largest in the game's history. Mega Millions tickets are $2 a piece. But the odds of winning the jackpot are 1 in 302,575,350, and the odds of winning any Mega Millions prize are 1 in 24, according to lottery officials. Tickets for the game are sold in 45 states, along with Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
Here is a look at the largest U.S. jackpots won and the states where the winning tickets were sold:
1. $2.04 billion, Powerball, Nov. 7, 2022 (one ticket, from California)
2. $1.765 billion, Powerball, Oct. 11, 2023 (one ticket, from California)
3. $1.602 billion, Mega Millions, Aug. 8, 2023 (one ticket, from Florida)

    


4. $1.586 billion, Powerball, Jan. 13, 2016 (three tickets, from California, Florida, Tennessee)
5. $1.537 billion, Mega Millions, Oct. 23, 2018 (one ticket, from South Carolina)
6. $1.348 billion, Mega Millions, Jan. 13, 2023 (one ticket, from Maine)
7. $1.337 billion, Mega Millions, July 29, 2022 (one ticket, from Illinois)
8. $1.326 billion, Powerball, April 7, 2024 (one ticket, Oregon)
9. $1.13 billion, Mega Millions, March 26, 2024 (one ticket, from New Jersey)
10. $1.08 billion, Powerball, July 19, 2023 (one ticket, from California)
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Jackpot for Mega Millions surges past $1B after no numbers match on Christmas Eve drawing
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            (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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            A Mega Millions logo is displayed on a vending machine at the Hoosier Lottery booth at the Indiana State Fair, Aug. 3, 2023, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)
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            People lined up in the U.S. to buy tickets for Tuesday night's Mega Millions lottery drawing. The lottery's website said the jackpot had reached $1 billion and this particular 7-Eleven convenience store in Chino Hills, near Los Angeles, drew many hopeful winners because of its reputation as a "lucky store," known for selling big-winning lottery tickets in the past.
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            FILE - A Mega Millions wagering slip is held in Cranberry Township, Pa., Jan. 12, 2023. The Mega Millions jackpot has grown again, to at least an estimated $640 million, after there was no winner Friday night, July 14. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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                                        Hang onto those stocking-stuffer lottery tickets. 
The Mega Millions jackpot has surpassed $1 billion after no ticket matched all six numbers drawn on Christmas Eve. That means the estimated jackpot for Friday's drawing is $1.15 billion, potentially the fifth-largest jackpot in the game's history. 
"We know that many people will likely receive tickets to Friday's drawing as holiday gifts, and what a gift that would turn out to be if you ended up with a ticket worth a $1.15 billion jackpot," Joshua Johnston, lead director for the Mega Millions Consortium said in a Wednesday statement. 
The odds of winning the Mega Millions jackpot are 1 in 302,575,350, while the odds of winning any Mega Millions prize are 1 in 24, according to lottery officials. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Jackpot for Mega Millions surges past $1B after no numbers match on Christmas Eve drawing
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports the Mega Millions jackpot is now worth over a billion dollars.

    

Tickets for the game are sold in 45 states, along with Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Mega Millions tickets are $2 a piece. Half of the proceeds from the sale of each ticket remains in the state where the ticket was sold. Drawings are held at 11 p.m. Eastern Time on Tuesdays and Fridays.


    


"I can't think of a better way to celebrate the holidays - whether Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, the Winter Solstice, or any other way people choose to celebrate the season - than by helping fulfill the dreams that come with a prize like this and prizes that will be won at all levels of the game," Johnston said. 
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            A peyote plant blooms while growing in the nursery at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative homesite in Hebbronville, Texas, Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            A welcome sign written in several different Native American languages at the entrance to the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative homesite, led by several leaders within the Native American Church, in Hebbronville, Texas, Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Peyote growing in the wild on the 605 acres of land run by the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative, which is led by several members of the Native American Church, in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Sandor Iron Rope, Oglala Lakota tribe member, president of the Native American Church of South Dakota and Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative board member, looks for seeds from a peyote plant, in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Sandor Iron Rope, Oglala Lakota tribe member, president of the Native American Church of South Dakota and Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative board member, left, and Miriam Volat, executive director of the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative and co-director of the RiverStyx Foundation, look for peyote, a cactus and sacred plant medicine utilized in ceremony by members of the Native American Church, in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Members of the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative and various chapters of the Native American Church and ABNDN, Azee Bee Nahgha of Dine Nation, look for peyote growing in the wild, in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 17 | 
            The offering garden at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative homesite, in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 17 | 
            Yankton Sioux and Apache tribal member Adrian Primeaux, stands for a portrait at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative, a spiritual homesite and peyote conservation site for Native American Church members on 605 acres of land in the peyote gardens of South Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Hebbronville, Texas. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            A sign leading to the tipi grounds at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative homesite in Hebbronville, Texas, Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Adrian Primeaux, of the Yankton Sioux and Apache, opens the gates to a peyote nursery at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative, in Hebbronville, Texas, Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Peyote plants growing in the nursery at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative homesite in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            12 of 17 | 
            Miriam Volat, executive director of the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative and co-director of The River Styx Foundation, examines young peyote plants in the nursery at IPCI in Hebbronville, Texas, Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Peyote plants growing in the nursery at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative homesite in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Adrian Primeaux, of the Yankton Sioux and Apache, stands in the peyote nursery at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative, a spiritual homesite and peyote conservation site for Native American Church members on 605 acres of land in the peyote gardens of South Texas, Sunday, March 24, 2024, in Hebbronville, Texas. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            This photo provided by the Library of Congress shows Comanche Nation Chief, Quanah Parker, in 1909. Parker played a major role in creating the Native American Church, whose members use peyote in spiritual ceremony. (Library of Congress via AP)
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            This photo provided by the Library of Congress shows a Cheyenne Peyote leader in 1927. (Edward S. Curtis Collection/Library of Congress via AP)
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            Peyote, a cactus containing mescaline, is sacred to many Indigenous people. It's being threatened by over harvesting, drug decriminalization laws and psychedelic use. Members of the Native American Church agree the plant must be protected, but differ on how to accomplish this. (AP Video: Jessie Wardarski)
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            A peyote plant blooms while growing in the nursery at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative homesite in Hebbronville, Texas, Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            A welcome sign written in several different Native American languages at the entrance to the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative homesite, led by several leaders within the Native American Church, in Hebbronville, Texas, Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Peyote growing in the wild on the 605 acres of land run by the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative, which is led by several members of the Native American Church, in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Sandor Iron Rope, Oglala Lakota tribe member, president of the Native American Church of South Dakota and Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative board member, looks for seeds from a peyote plant, in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Sandor Iron Rope, Oglala Lakota tribe member, president of the Native American Church of South Dakota and Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative board member, left, and Miriam Volat, executive director of the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative and co-director of the RiverStyx Foundation, look for peyote, a cactus and sacred plant medicine utilized in ceremony by members of the Native American Church, in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Members of the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative and various chapters of the Native American Church and ABNDN, Azee Bee Nahgha of Dine Nation, look for peyote growing in the wild, in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            The offering garden at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative homesite, in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Yankton Sioux and Apache tribal member Adrian Primeaux, stands for a portrait at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative, a spiritual homesite and peyote conservation site for Native American Church members on 605 acres of land in the peyote gardens of South Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Hebbronville, Texas. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            A sign leading to the tipi grounds at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative homesite in Hebbronville, Texas, Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Adrian Primeaux, of the Yankton Sioux and Apache, opens the gates to a peyote nursery at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative, in Hebbronville, Texas, Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Peyote plants growing in the nursery at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative homesite in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Miriam Volat, executive director of the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative and co-director of The River Styx Foundation, examines young peyote plants in the nursery at IPCI in Hebbronville, Texas, Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Peyote plants growing in the nursery at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative homesite in Hebbronville, Texas, Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Adrian Primeaux, of the Yankton Sioux and Apache, stands in the peyote nursery at the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative, a spiritual homesite and peyote conservation site for Native American Church members on 605 acres of land in the peyote gardens of South Texas, Sunday, March 24, 2024, in Hebbronville, Texas. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            This photo provided by the Library of Congress shows Comanche Nation Chief, Quanah Parker, in 1909. Parker played a major role in creating the Native American Church, whose members use peyote in spiritual ceremony. (Library of Congress via AP)
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            This photo provided by the Library of Congress shows a Cheyenne Peyote leader in 1927. (Edward S. Curtis Collection/Library of Congress via AP)
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                                    Peyote, a cactus containing mescaline, is sacred to many Indigenous people. It's being threatened by over harvesting, drug decriminalization laws and psychedelic use. Members of the Native American Church agree the plant must be protected, but differ on how to accomplish this. (AP Video: Jessie Wardarski)
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                                        HEBBRONVILLE, Texas (AP) -- In this corner of southern Texas, the plump cacti seem to pop out of arid dust and cracked earth, like magic dumplings.
It's only here and in northern Mexico that the bluish-green peyote plant can be found growing naturally, nestled under thorny mesquite, acacia and blackbrush.
For many Native American Church members who call this region the "peyote gardens," the plant is sacrosanct and an inextricable part of their prayer and ceremony. It's believed to be a natural healer that Indigenous communities have counted on for their physical and mental health as they've dealt with the trauma of colonization, displacement, and erosion of culture, religion and language.

    


Lack of access for religious use
The cactus contains a spectrum of psychoactive alkaloids, the primary one being the hallucinogen mescaline, and is coveted for those psychedelic properties. Even though it is a controlled substance under federal law, an exemption afforded by a 1994 amendment to the American Indian Religious Freedom Act made it legal for Native Americans to use, possess and transport peyote for traditional religious purposes.
For over two decades, Native American practitioners of peyotism, whose numbers in the U.S. are estimated at 400,000, have raised the alarm about lack of access to peyote, which they reverently call "the medicine." They say poaching and excessive harvesting of the slow-growing cactus, which flowers and matures over 10 to 30 years, are endangering the species and ruining its delicate habitat.




Native American Church members say the situation has worsened with demands from advocates of the psychedelic renaissance seeking to decriminalize peyote and make it more widely available for medical research and treatment of various ailments. Agriculture, housing developments, wind farms in the region and the border wall, are also damaging the habitat, experts say.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A vast majority of peyote people agree the plant must be protected and should be out of reach for medical researchers, Silicon Valley investors and other groups advocating peyote decriminalization. But there are diverse opinions within the Native American Church on how to accomplish that goal.

    


While at least one group spearheaded by Native American Church leaders has begun efforts to conserve and propagate peyote naturally in its habitat using philanthropic dollars, others in the church are more suspicious of investors' intentions, saying they fear exploitation and would rather get funding from the U.S. government to protect peyote.

    


Peyote embodies the Creator's spirit
Darrell Red Cloud, who is Oglala Lakota, remembers at age 4 using peyote and singing ceremonial songs at all-night peyote ceremonies with his family. Peyote has always been about forging a connection with the Creator, said Red Cloud. He's the vice president of the Native American Church of North America, which has more than 300,000 members and is the largest inter-tribal faith organization on the continent.
"Our people were not religious people, we were prayerful people."
Frank Dayish, former vice president of the Navajo Nation and chairperson of the Council of the Peyote Way of Life Coalition, compared peyote to the Eucharist in Catholicism.

"Peyote is my religion," he said. "Everything in my life has been based on prayers through that sacrament."
Adrian Primeaux, who is Yankton Sioux and Apache, says he grew up hearing the story of a malnourished and dehydrated Apache woman who fell behind her group during a forced relocation by the U.S. government in the 1830s. 
"She was about to give up on life as she lay close to the Earth when she heard a plant speaking to her," Primeaux said. "The peyote was telling her: Eat me and you will be well."
She carried this plant back to Apache medicine men and elders who meditated and prayed with it, said Primeaux. He believes the Native American Church and what would become the Peyote Way of Life was unveiled during that spiritual quest.
Peyote is not just a medicinal herb -- it is "a spiritual guide and a north star," said Primeaux, who comes from five generations of peyote people. The plant has been a guiding light amid their traumatic history. 
"It gave us hope and helped us process our thoughts, emotions and life purpose," he said.

    


An initiative to conserve and protect peyote
In October 2017, the National Council of Native American Churches purchased 605 acres in Hebbronville, Texas, to establish a peyote preserve and a "spiritual homesite" that is now run by the Indigenous Peyote Conservation Initiative or IPCI.
Steven Benally, a Navajo elder from Sweetwater, Arizona, and an IPCI board member, remembers his annual pilgrimages to the peyote gardens with his family. He recalls losing access to the gardens after the "peyotero" system took over, where government-licensed peyoteros harvested the button-like tops of the plant by the thousands and sold them to Native American Church members. 

    


This meant that Native American people could not freely go onto privately owned ranches and prayerfully harvest peyote as they had done for generations. They lost their sacred connection with the land, Benally said.
It wasn't until he threw open the gate to their sprawling ranch, affectionately called "the 605," that Benally felt connected once again. He was so overcome by emotion that he placed a sign at the entrance with the words: "This is real."
"It felt like we were finally living what we just dreamed, prayed and talked about," he said.
One of Benally's favorite spots on the property is a hilltop bench -- a tranquil corner where visitors have placed prayer notes, painted rocks and other offerings to a nearby cluster of naturally sprouted peyote. Benally sits on the bench inhaling the gentle breeze and taking in the stillness.

"Our belief is that these plants, these animals, these birds are just like us," he said. "They can hear, they can understand. They have their powers, they have their place, a purpose and a reason -- just like us."
The peyote preserve is a conservation site where the plant is not harvested but propagated and replanted naturally in its habitat without chemicals, said Miriam Volat, executive director for the nonprofit that oversees it. Native Americans who can produce their tribal identification cards can camp at the preserve and prayerfully harvest from amiable surrounding ranches, she said. 
The goal is to restore peyote and its habitat, making it abundant in the region within the next 50 years. 
Peyote grown in their nursery is under the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency's watchful eye, she said. Licensed to operate, the nonprofit tries to balance being welcoming with satisfying the agency's requirement to secure the plant behind locked gates and camera monitoring.
The debate over peyote conservation
Those trying to protect peyote disagree on whether it should be grown outside its natural habitat. While scientists and conservationists say it is essential for the protection of the species, many Native American Church members say doing so would dilute its sacred nature.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        Sacramental use
    

    
    
    In an AP interview, Darrell Red Cloud explains the use of peyote in the church.

    

Keeper Trout, a research scientist and co-founder of Texas-based Cactus Conservation Institute, remembers how abundantly peyote grew in the region during the 1970s. It's all but disappeared. 
"It was like walking on mattresses," he said.
Trout empathizes with those who object on religious grounds, but he believes people should be able to cultivate and harvest anywhere. With a little help, Trout is confident the resilient plant can survive. 
But many Native American Church members say where the plant grows matters. The ceremonial protocols were bestowed by the Creator's grace and preserved through storytelling, said Hershel Clark, secretary for the Teesto chapter of the Azee Bee Nahagha of Dine Nation in Arizona.
"This is why we don't support greenhouses, growing it outside its natural habitat or synthesizing it to make pills," Clark said.
Red Cloud fears those changes would harm its sacredness. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        Peyote song
    

    
    
    In an AP interview, Darrell Red Cloud sings a song about peyote.

    

"Then, it just becomes a drug that people depend on rather than a spiritual medicine," he said. 
Funding peyote preservation and conservation efforts has been a challenge as well. 
The Native American Church of North America is calling on the U.S government to uphold its obligation to protect and preserve peyote in its natural habitat in southern Texas, which includes financial incentives for landowners, said Red Cloud. His organization is asking for a $5 million federal grant to jumpstart such a program. 
IPCI started with seed money from Riverstyx Foundation, which is run by Cody Swift, a psychotherapist and prominent supporter of psychedelic therapy research. The organization continues to seek philanthropic dollars to carry the conservation effort forward and is not opposed to receiving funding from the U.S. government, Volat said.
"But, we're not waiting for it," she said.
There is suspicion and skepticism about Swift and other investors' intentions in some corners of the Native American Church, Clark said. Swift has said in interviews that IPCI's goal is to preserve peyote in its natural habitat under the leadership and guidance of Native American peyote people, a stance Volat, his co-director at the foundation, also affirms. 
Demand for peyote exceeds supply
There is no question that opening peyote up to a broader market will create a supply crisis and increase access to those who have the financial resources, said Kevin Feeney, senior social sciences lecturer at Central Washington University in Ellensburg, Washington, who has studied the commodification of peyote.
Indigenous people would struggle to access their sacred plant while seeing others use it in a way they deem profane, he said. 
Peyote supply remains limited for the Native American Church. Today, in southern Texas, only three licensed peyoteros are legally allowed to harvest the plant for sale to church members. Zulema "Julie" Morales, based in Rio Grande City, is one of them. She inherited the business from her father, Mauro Morales, who died two years ago.
She has been out in the fields since she was 10. Now 60, she says the peyote habitat is dwindling not because of peyoteros who harvest legally and ethically, but because of illegal poaching. She remembers her father gathering enough peyote to fill a dozen large trays while she can barely fill one.
Even though she is Mexican American and a Catholic, Morales, who charges 55 cents a button, considers it a privilege to provide peyote for ceremonial purposes. Her father, who customers called "grandpa," hosted ceremonies for Native people every year and she has been a keen observer.
"As Mexican Americans, we value our traditions," she said. "This is their tradition and it's beautiful for us to be a part of that in our own way."
Teaching future generations
At IPCI, one of the main goals is to teach future generations the value of getting back to their ancestors' spiritual and healing ways, said Sandor Iron Rope, an Oglala Lakota spiritual leader and president of the Native American Church of South Dakota. At least 200 people gathered on IPCI's grounds over Thanksgiving week, learning about peyote through panels, discussions, ceremony and prayer.
"We've put our moccasins and our footprints in this place," Iron Rope said. "The hope is that these children, the next generation, will see the therapeutic value in getting rid of their phones and learning about what is right in front of them."
Iron Rope says this is how he is fulfilling his responsibility to future generations.
"You can pray all you want, but you're going to have to meet the Creator halfway somewhere," he said. "You're going to have to implement that prayer into action. And I see this as prayer in action." 
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/indigenous-spirituality-protecting-peyote-sacred-d4855e65f6b011c6677d8050af9a2f8d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next
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            Vehicles make their way on a rain soaked highway in Dallas, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            A pedistrian walks across a rain soaked street in Dallas, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Some flights were delayed or canceled in Texas on Thursday after a line of thunderstorms started moving across parts of the state in a system the National Weather Service predicted could bring high winds, hail and possible tornadoes.
Nearly 90 flights were delayed and more than two dozen cancelled at Dallas Fort Worth International Airport early Thursday. Delays and thunderstorm-related cancellations also were reported at Dallas' Love Field and George Bush Intercontinental Airport in Houston, according to FlightAware, an aviation company that tracks flights across the world.
The greatest weather risk was forecast for a stretch of Texas east of Dallas, between Houston and portions of southern Arkansas and western and northern Louisiana, said Brian Hurley, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service's Weather Prediction Center.

    


"There does look like the possibility of one or a few tornadoes with this risk, but the main risk will be with high winds and hail," Hurley said, adding that he expected wind gusts generally between 60 and 80 mph (96 to 128 kph), and hail one inch (2.5 centimeters) in diameter or greater.

Hurley said the storms will likely push into southern Arkansas and western and northern Louisiana after dark, posing a potentially dangerous situation for holiday travelers.
"People can't see a whole lot and may not be as weather aware," he said.
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Church closing in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, donates the last of its money in Christmas act of charity
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                                        BETHLEHEM, Pa. (AP) -- A church whose congregation has roots going back to the 19th century is closing and donating hundreds of thousands of dollars from the sale of its building to charity in a Pennsylvania city named for the biblical birthplace of Jesus. 
Trinity United Church of Christ in Bethlehem will host its final service Sunday as its members end decades as a parish with Christmas season charitable donations of nearly $400,000, the Morning Call of Allentown reported.
Trinity has -- like many other houses of worship -- suffered a decline in membership and sold the Gothic Revival-style church building with large stained-glass windows to another congregation.
Three Bethlehem United Church of Christ congregations formed Trinity in 1972: Zion, Calvary and St. Paul's Reformed Church, which started in 1888.
St. Paul's bought the church building in 1957. It was built in 1913 and, after selling it, Trinity church leaders chose donations based on church members' participation with the recipients.

    


"The congregation is very proud of the work we have done in the community through our food pantry and volunteer efforts, and we wanted to leave a legacy to continue those efforts," said Trinity's pastor, the Rev. Den Schappell.

Recipients will include homeless shelters, food pantries, church ministries, the nearby Jefferson Elementary school, the Moravian University music program and a local Boy Scouts of America council.
Trinity members will hold a final liturgical service Sunday, Schappell said.
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            FIL:E - People photograph the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District on Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)
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            FIL:E - The New York Stock Exchange is shown in New York's Financial District on Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            A currency trader watches monitors near a screen showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), left, and the foreign exchange rate between the U.S. dollar and the South Korean won at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Lights marking the entrance to a subway station frame the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District on Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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            A currency trader talks to another near a screen showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), top left, and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won, top center, at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            FIL:E - People photograph the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District on Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)
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            A currency trader watches monitors near a screen showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), left, and the foreign exchange rate between the U.S. dollar and the South Korean won at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        Stocks drifted higher on Wall Street in midday trading Thursday, as gains in tech companies and retailers helped boost the market.
The S&P 500 rose less than 0.1%. The benchmark index is coming off a three-day winning streak. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 19 points, or 0.1%, as of 12:32 p.m. Eastern time. The Nasdaq composite was up less than 0.1%.
Trading volume was lighter than usual as U.S. markets reopened after the Christmas holiday.
Chip company Broadcom rose 2.9%, Intel was up 0.7% and Apple gained 0.4%. 
While tech stocks overall were in the green, some heavyweights were a drag on the market. Semiconductor giant Nvidia, whose enormous valuation gives it an outsize influence on indexes, slipped 0.2%. Meta Platforms fell 0.9%, Amazon was down 0.5%, and Netflix gave up 1.4%.
Health care stocks also helped lift the market. CVS Health rose 1.9% and Walgreens Boots Alliance rose 3.3% for the biggest gain among S&P 500 stocks.

    


Several retailers also gained ground. Target rose 2.9%, Best Buy was up 2.1% and Dollar Tree gained 2.2%. 
U.S.-listed shares in Honda and Nissan rose 4.1% and 15.8%, respectively. The Japanese automakers announced earlier this week that the two companies are in talks to combine. 




Traders got a labor market update. U.S. applications for unemployment benefits held steady last week, though continuing claims rose to the highest level in three years, the Labor Department reported. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Treasury yields rose in the bond market. The yield on the 10-year Treasury rose to 4.61% from 4.59% late Tuesday.
Major European markets were closed, as well as Hong Kong, Australia, New Zealand and Indonesia. 
Trading was expected to be subdued this week with a thin slate of economic data on the calendar.
Still, U.S. markets have historically gotten a boost at year's end despite lower trading volumes. The last five trading days of each year, plus the first two in the new year, have brought an average gain of 1.3% since 1950. 

    


So far this month, the U.S. stock market has lost some of its gains since President-elect Donald Trump's win on Election Day,  which raised hopes for faster economic growth and more lax regulations that would boost corporate profits. Worries have risen that Trump's preference for tariffs and other policies could lead to higher inflation, a bigger U.S. government debt and difficulties for global trade. 
Even so, the U.S. market remains on pace to deliver strong returns for 2024.  The benchmark S&P 500 is up roughly 26% so far this year and remains near its most recent all-time high it set earlier this month -- its latest of 57 record highs  this year.

Wall Street has several economic reports to look forward to next week, including updates on pending home sales and home prices, a report on U.S. construction spending and snapshots of manufacturing activity.
___
AP Business Writers Elaine Kurtenbach and Matt Ott contributed. 
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            A man is facing murder and arson charges in New York City for allegedly setting a woman on fire inside a subway train and then watching her die after she was engulfed in flames, police said Monday. The suspect, identified by police as Sebastian Zapeta, was taken into custody.
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            Sebastian Zapeta, accused of setting a woman on fire inside a New York City subway train, appears in court, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Curtis Means via Pool)
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            A suspect, identified by police as Sebastian Zapeta, is facing murder and arson charges in New York City for allegedly setting a woman on fire inside a subway train and then watching her die after she was engulfed in flames, police said Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            New York Police officers clear a train at the Coney Island Stillwell Avenue Terminal, May 5, 2020, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, file)
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            A suspect, identified by police as Sebastian Zapeta, is facing murder and arson charges in New York City for allegedly setting a woman on fire inside a subway train and then watching her die after she was engulfed in flames, police said Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (WABC-TV via AP)
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            New York Police officers clear a train at the Coney Island Stillwell Avenue Terminal, May 5, 2020, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, file)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The man accused of lighting a woman on fire on a New York City subway and fanning the flames as she burned to death made his first appearance in court this week, while authorities were yet to publicly identify the victim. 
Sebastian Zapeta, 33, was arraigned on murder and arson charges on Tuesday afternoon in a Brooklyn court, where he was remanded back to custody. He did not enter a plea and his lawyer did not speak to reporters assembled inside the courthouse. His next court date is scheduled for Friday. 
Authorities allege Zapeta, who federal immigration officials say is a Guatemalan citizen who entered the U.S. illegally, calmly approached the woman aboard a stationary F train at the Coney Island-Stillwell Avenue station in Brooklyn on Sunday morning and set her clothing ablaze.
New York City Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch on Sunday described the case as "one of the most depraved crimes one person could possibly commit against another human being." 
Here's the latest:




What do we know about the suspect?
Zapeta was taken into custody on Sunday, hours after police disseminated images of a suspect in the woman's death. 
Police said three high schoolers called 911 after recognizing the person in the image, and officers found him on another subway train in the same gray hoodie, wool hat, paint-splattered pants and tan boots. 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement spokesman Jeff Carter said Zapeta is a Guatemalan citizen who entered the U.S. illegally after he had been previously deported to Guatemala in 2018. It is unclear when and where he reentered the U.S., Carter said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Zapeta was arraigned in Brooklyn criminal court on Tuesday. He appeared before a judge in a white jumpsuit and did not speak. 
Assistant District Attorney Ari Rottenberg, during Tuesday's court hearing, alleged Zapeta lit the woman's clothing on fire and fanned the flames using a shirt.

    


Rottenberg added that under interrogation Zapeta claimed he didn't know what happened, noting that he consumes alcohol. But he alleged that Zapeta identified himself to interrogators in images of the attack.
A Brooklyn address for Zapeta released by police matches a service center for Samaritan Daytop Village, which provides housing and substance abuse support. The organization did not respond to a request for comment.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Man accused in the burning death of a woman on a New York subway appears in court
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports the man accused in the burning death of a woman on a New York subway has been arraigned.

    

What do we know about the victim?
The victim had not been publicly identified as of Thursday, an NYPD spokesperson confirmed. Police have described her only as a woman.
Tisch said at a press conference on Sunday that the victim was "in a seated position" at the end of the train car when she was set on fire. Joseph Gulotta, the department's chief of transit, added that police don't believe the suspect and the victim knew each other and that they did not interact before or during the incident.

    


What kind of police presence is there on the subway? 
Police patrol the New York City subways, and there is a vast network of cameras in stations and all subway cars. 
But the sheer size of the subway system -- 472 stations with multiple entry points and millions of riders each day -- makes policing it logistically difficult. 
On Sunday, officers were at the station but were patrolling a different platform. They responded after seeing and smelling smoke coming from the fire. 
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul earlier this year directed members of the state's National Guard to assist with random bag checks at certain stations. 
Is crime up on the subways?
Violent incidents on the subway and in stations often put people on edge, partly because many New Yorkers take the train multiple times a day and often have their own experiences with uncomfortable interactions in the system. 
Broadly, crime is down in the city transit system this year compared to the same period in 2023. Data compiled by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority shows a 6% decline in what the agency calls major felonies between January and November of this year and 2023. 
At the same time, murders in the transit system are up, with nine killings this year through November compared to five in the same time frame last year. 
High-profile incidents on the train often attract national attention and further unnerve passengers. Daniel Penny, a military veteran who placed an agitated subway rider in a chokehold, was acquitted of homicide this month.


    


"When you have these incidents, it overshadows the success and it plays on the psyche of New Yorkers," said New York City Mayor Eric Adams in a Monday interview on PIX 11, noting that many high-profile incidents in the transit system involve people with mental health issues.
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4 die on Christmas Day in New Hampshire home from suspected carbon monoxide poisoning
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                                        WAKEFIELD, N.H. (AP) -- Four people died in a New Hampshire home on Christmas Day due to suspected carbon monoxide poisoning, authorities said.
Police were called to the house in the town of Wakefield around 4:20 p.m. for a welfare check, said New Hampshire State Fire Marshal Sean Toomey. He said that when officers arrived, they found the bodies of four adults.
"While the investigation remains active and ongoing, at this time, investigators believe the victims died as a result of carbon monoxide poisoning," Toomey and other officials said in a release.
Toomey said it was a reminder of the importance of people having working carbon monoxide alarms in their homes.
Toomey told television station WMUR the deceased included two older adults and two younger adults, and that other family members had called police to check on them after they did not show up as expected at a Christmas Day gathering.

    


Officials believe the deaths were accidental, and are investigating a gas heating system after finding the home did not have any carbon monoxide detectors, WMUR reported.

Authorities have not released the names of those who died pending notification of their next of kin. Autopsies to confirm the causes of death were scheduled for Thursday.
Temperatures in Wakefield on Christmas Day reached a low of about 13 degrees Fahrenheit (-11 degrees Celsius).
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US applications for unemployment benefits hold steady, but continuing claims rise to 3-year high
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                    A help wanted sign is displayed at a restaurant in Chicago, Ill., Nov. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The number of Americans applying for unemployment benefits held steady last week, though continuing claims rose to the highest level in three years.
Jobless claim applications ticked down by 1,000 to 219,000 for the week of Dec. 21, the Labor Department reported Thursday. That's fewer than the 223,000 analysts forecast.
Continuing claims, the total number of Americans collecting jobless benefits, climbed by 46,000 to 1.91 million for the week of Dec. 14. That's more than analysts projected and the most since the week of Nov. 13, 2021 when the labor market was still recovering from the COVID-19 jobs wipeout in the spring of 2020.
The rising level of continuing claims suggests that some who are receiving benefits are finding it harder to land new jobs. That could mean that demand for workers is waning, even though the economy remains strong.

    


The four-week average of weekly claims, which quiets some of the week-to-week volatility, inched up by 1,000 to 226,500. 
Weekly applications for jobless benefits are considered representative of U.S. layoffs.
The labor market has hinted at some softening recently but remains broadly healthy and has held up better than many economists predicted considering that interest rates have been elevated for years. The Federal Reserve instituted a series of rate increases in 2022 and into 2023 to try to tame the four-decade high inflation that emerged during the U.S. economy's rebound from a brief but sharp pandemic recession.




The Fed last week cut its benchmark interest rate for the third straight time in response to broadly receding inflation, though it remains above the U.S. central bank's target of 2%. The Fed caught markets off guard when it projected just two rate cuts in 2025, down from the previous forecast of four. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Earlier this month, the government reported that U.S. job openings rebounded to 7.7 million in October from a 3 1/2 year low of 7.4 million in September, a sign that businesses are still seeking workers even though hiring has cooled.


    


In November, U.S. employers added a strong 227,000 jobs, following a paltry 36,000 in October, when the effects of strikes and hurricanes had sharply diminished employer payrolls. The government also revised up its estimate of job growth in September and October by a combined 56,000.
The government's December jobs report comes out on Jan. 10.
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PHOTO COLLECTION: AP Top Photos of the Day, Wednesday, December 18, 2024

    PHOTO COLLECTION: AP Top Photos of the Day, Wednesday, December 18, 2024

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 206 | 
            A youth wearing the jersey of Argentine player Lionel Messi plays soccer in a public field in the Druze village of Majdal Shams, located near the "Alpha Line" that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            2 of 206 | 
            Homes cover a hill in the town of Majdal Shams, near the "Alpha Line" that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, early Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            3 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis is kisses by a child during the weekly general audience at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            4 of 206 | 
            Smoke rises from the parliament building following a protest by opposition in Monrovia, Liberia, Wednesday, Dec 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Anthony Williams)
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            5 of 206 | 
            Mary Jane Veloso, center, a Filipino woman who spent almost 15 years in an Indonesian prison for drug trafficking and was nearly executed by firing squad in 2015, is reunited with her family as she arrives at the Correctional Institution for Women in Mandaluyong, Philippines Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            6 of 206 | 
            Disabled vehicles and response vehicles are seen on the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway, which spans 24 miles over the lake, after a pileup due to morning fog in New Orleans, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            7 of 206 | 
            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            8 of 206 | 
            Robert Kennedy Jr., President-elect Donald Trump's pick to lead the Health and Human Services Department, walks between meetings with senators on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            9 of 206 | 
            Michigan State guard Jase Richardson, right, reacts as guard Jaden Akins dunks during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Oakland, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            10 of 206 | 
            Investigators work at the place where Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces and his assistant, seen at lower center, were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            11 of 206 | 
            Members from Bashar Assad's Syrian army period line up to register with Syrian rebels as part of a "identification and reconciliation process" at a army compound in Latakia, Syria, Tuesday Dec. 17, 2024.(AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            12 of 206 | 
            Salma Safadi cries as she speaks with her sister Sawsan Safadi, who is inside the buffer zone near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            13 of 206 | 
            A family leaves the shelter after multiple injuries were reported following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            14 of 206 | 
            Robert F. Kennedy Jr., President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Secretary of Health and Human Services, arrives at the Hart Building to meet with senators at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            15 of 206 | 
            SoftBank Group CEO Masayoshi Son smiles with President-elect Donald Trump during a news conference at Mar-a-Lago, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            16 of 206 | 
            Radio City Rockettes perform the Parade of the Wooden Soldiers dance during the Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            17 of 206 | 
            In this photo taken with a long exposure, a person walks a dog past Christmas lights in a park, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Lenexa, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            18 of 206 | 
            A follower of Saint Lazarus, known as the protector of the sick, crawls as a self-imposed penance during a pilgrimage to the saint's shrine for his annual feast day, in Santiago de Las Vegas, Cuba, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            19 of 206 | 
            Indian army soldiers perform Kalari Payattu, a traditional exercise in Kolkata, India, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024 during the military tattoo celebrating the Victory Day, marking the India's victory over Pakistan in the 1971 war to liberate Bangladesh. (AP Photo/Bikas Das)
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            20 of 206 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump, from left, Elon Musk and Vice President-elect JD Vance attend the NCAA college football game between Army and Navy at Northwest Stadium in Landover, Md., on Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            21 of 206 | 
            Athletes compete in the men's 4 X 7.5 km relay event at the Biathlon World Cup in Hochfilzen, Austria, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            22 of 206 | 
            Competitors in Santa Claus costumes stretch before the annual Santa Run in Mexico City, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ginnette Riquelme)
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            23 of 206 | 
            Cincinnati Bengals tight end Mike Gesicki (88) is flipped into the air by Tennessee Titans cornerback Daryl Worley (35) as safety Amani Hooker (37) looks on during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            24 of 206 | 
            Syrian fighters detain men suspects of looting at a residential complex of former Bashar Assad's military officers at the village of Husseiniyeh, in the outskirts of Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. A rebel force deployed to the village in southeastern Damascus to stop looters who swarmed a residential complex in the area and set some apartments on fire. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            25 of 206 | 
            Pakistani farmers boil sugarcane juice and then make balls by hand to make the traditional sweet called "Gurr," on the outskirts of Peshawar, Pakistan, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Sajjad)
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            26 of 206 | 
            Residents visit the ancient Aleppo Citadel in the old city of Aleppo, Syria, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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            27 of 206 | 
            A Syrian girl with the colours of the "revolutionary" Syrian flag on her face, takes a selfie in front of the ancient Aleppo Citadel in the old city of Aleppo, Syria, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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            28 of 206 | 
            An aerial view of remaining buildings is seen which were not only destroyed during the civil war, they were also demolished by the government or stripped by thieves, at the Palestinian refugee camp of Yarmouk, outside Damascus, Syria, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            29 of 206 | 
            Participants celebrate after hearing the news that South Korea's parliament voted to impeach President Yoon Suk Yeol outside the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. The signs read "Punish the rebellion leader Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            30 of 206 | 
            Cadets celebrate during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Navy, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, in Landover, Md. (AP Photo/Daniel Kucin Jr.)
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            31 of 206 | 
            Israelis protest against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government and call for the release of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            32 of 206 | 
            A dead child is carried into the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah after an Israeli army strike in the Bureij refugee camp, central Gaza Strip, Saturday Dec. 14, 2024.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            33 of 206 | 
            An aerial view of the Christmas lights decoration of Pedion tou Areos park in Athens, Greece, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Varaklas)
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            34 of 206 | 
            Cinthia Falcon, right, dressed as Santa Claus, pushes a cart filled with gifts to deliver to children at a pre-Christmas celebration organized by "Los Chicos de la Via" soup kitchen, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            35 of 206 | 
            Whirling dervishes of the Mevlevi order perform during a Sheb-i Arus ceremony in Kasimpasa Mevlevihane in Istanbul, Turkey, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, the month when a series of events are held to commemorate the death of 13th century Islamic scholar, poet and Sufi mystic Jalaladdin Rumi in different cities of Turkey. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            36 of 206 | 
            Frozen trees surround a chapel on a cold day, in Oberreifenberg near Frankfurt, Germany, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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            37 of 206 | 
            A child walks along the Sea of Galilee, northern Israel, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            38 of 206 | 
            The full moon rises behind Christmas lights at Pedion tou Areos park in Athens, Greece, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Varaklas)
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            39 of 206 | 
            Grave markers are seen at sunrise at Arlington National Cemetery during Wreaths Across America Day on Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)
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            40 of 206 | 
            Staff Sgt. Frederick Hovasapian carries a wreath to a grave marker at Arlington National Cemetery during Wreaths Across America Day on Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)
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            41 of 206 | 
            Syrians wave "revolutionary" Syrian flags during a celebratory demonstration following the first Friday prayers since Bashar Assad's ouster, in Damascus' central square, Syria, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            42 of 206 | 
            Alon Alexander, 37, right, and his twin brother, Oren, left, attend their bond hearing at the Richard E. Gerstein Justice Building after being charged with multiple state and federal crimes, including sex trafficking and rape, on Friday, Dec. 13, 2024, in Miami. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP, Pool)
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            43 of 206 | 
            Palestinian children queue for food in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            44 of 206 | 
            A Syrian fighter holds a gun with a flower placed in the barrel, as people gather for Friday prayers at the Umayyad mosque in Damascus, Syria, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            45 of 206 | 
            Pakistan's Saim Ayub plays a shot during the second T20 International cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            46 of 206 | 
            People ice skate at Central Park's Wollman Rink, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            47 of 206 | 
            Calypso, left, and Ivi, miniature horses used for therapy programs, enter an elevator at a school for disabled children, in Athens, Greece, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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            48 of 206 | 
            Artemis Vasilaki of Greece reacts after competing in the Women's 1500m Freestyle Heats on day four of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            49 of 206 | 
            The cover of Time magazine's Person of the Year shows President-elect Donald Trump before a ceremony he will attend at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            50 of 206 | 
            A Christmas wreath and lights adorn the Windansea surf shack along Windansea beach, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in San Diego. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            51 of 206 | 
            A Palestinian boy pushes a wheelchair carrying jerrycans and plastic bottles with water at a camp for displaced people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            52 of 206 | 
            Los Angeles Rams running back Kyren Williams, middle, is tackled against the San Francisco 49ers during the second half of an NFL football game in Santa Clara, Calif., Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            53 of 206 | 
            Women walk through the Red Square Christmas Fair in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            54 of 206 | 
            A leaf is frozen in the ice of a garden pond during cold weather in Buffalo Grove, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            55 of 206 | 
            Protesters carry a caricature depicting an imprisoned South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol as they march to the presidential office after a rally demanding his impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. A sign reads "Rebellion leader." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            56 of 206 | 
            A pilgrim visits Our Lady of Guadalupe Basilica during one of the world's largest religious pilgrimages marking the feast day of the patroness of Latin America, in Mexico City, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            57 of 206 | 
            Athletes compete in the Men's 200m Butterfly Heats on day three of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            58 of 206 | 
            A woman weeps during the funeral of Syrian activist Mazen al-Hamada in Damascus, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. Al-Hamad's mangled corpse was found wrapped in a bloody sheet in Saydnaya prison. He had fled to Europe but returned to Syria in 2020 and was imprisoned upon arrival. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            59 of 206 | 
            Israeli soldiers with the national flag stand on an armoured vehicle after crossing the security fence near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            60 of 206 | 
            Young An Se of South Korea plays a shot against Akane Yamaguchi of Japan during a women's singles badminton match at the World Tour Finals in Hangzhou in east China's Zhejiang province, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            61 of 206 | 
            Ultra-Orthodox Jewish mourners gather for the funeral of Yehoshua Aharon Tuvia Simcha, 12, fatally shot by a gunman who opened fire on a bus in Jerusalem, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            62 of 206 | 
            Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon work on their colleague's hair as they wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            63 of 206 | 
            Juliet Samaniya, 6, carries a bag of lithium with other children at an illegal mining site in Paseli, Nigeria, Tuesday, Nov 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)
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            64 of 206 | 
            Hilala Meryeh, a 64-year-old Palestinian mother of four, weeps in the middle of the dingy identification room after finding her son's body at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            65 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis hugs a child during his weekly general audience in the Paul VI Hall, at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            66 of 206 | 
            A person holding an umbrella walks past the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree reflected in a puddle, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            67 of 206 | 
            A bird soars across the sky as Himalchuli Mountain, at the center, and the Manaslu Mountain range are seen from a hill on the outskirts of Kathmandu, Nepal, during International Mountain Day, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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            68 of 206 | 
            A boy holding a rifle borrowed from a Syrian opposition fighter poses on the top of a government forces tank that was left on a street, at the Umayyad Square in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            69 of 206 | 
            An Indigenous Naga tribal sings during the Hornbill Festival in Kisama, on the outskirts of Kohima, capital of the northeastern Indian state of Nagaland, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            70 of 206 | 
            Pilgrims sleep outside of the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe a day before her feast day in Mexico City, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            71 of 206 | 
            Leverkusen's Nordi Mukiele, background center, scores the decisive goal against Inter Milan's goalkeeper Yann Sommer during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Bayer Leverkusen and Inter Milan at the BayArena in Leverkusen, Germany, Tuesday Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            72 of 206 | 
            Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky. wears a bandage on his face as he walks to cast a vote on the Senate floor after falling during a luncheon on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            73 of 206 | 
            Illinois fans hold mock newspapers with the headline Curdled Dreams in Champaign as the Wisconsin basketball team is introduced at the beginning of an NCAA college basketball game between Illinois and Wisconsin on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Champaign, Ill. (AP Photo/Craig Pessman)
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            74 of 206 | 
            Barbora Janickova of Czech Republic, left, and Milla Jansen of Australia, right, prepare before competing in the Women's 100m Freestyle Heats on day two of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            75 of 206 | 
            This booking photo released Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)
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            76 of 206 | 
            An armed opposition fighter walks among costumers at the Al-Hamidiyeh market inside the old walled city of Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            77 of 206 | 
            Firefighters monitor the Franklin Fire approaching Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            78 of 206 | 
            

            
    



                

            
                

    









Students evacuate from Pepperdine University as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            79 of 206 | 
            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            80 of 206 | 
            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            81 of 206 | 
            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, center, arrives to attend a hearing at the district court for his long-running trial for alleged corruption, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (Menahem Kahana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            82 of 206 | 
            A Turkish gendarme helps a young girl with belongings as Syrian families wait to cross into Syria from Turkey at the Cilvegozu border gate near the town of Antakya, southern Turkey, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Metin Yoksu)
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            83 of 206 | 
            A protester shouts as she holds a placard during a march against the rising cases of femicide, in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            84 of 206 | 
            A man breaks the lock of a cell in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            85 of 206 | 
            A rope lies on the floor in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            86 of 206 | 
            A woman looks at blankets and other clothes lying on the floor in a room of the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            87 of 206 | 
            People inspect documents they found in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            88 of 206 | 
            Israeli soldiers stand next to armored vehicles parked near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            89 of 206 | 
            Israeli armored vehicles cross the security fence moving towards the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            90 of 206 | 
            Israeli police investigate the site where a drone that appeared to have originated in Yemen slammed into an apartment in Yavne, central Israel, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            91 of 206 | 
            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer is lead by Director General Yousif Alobaidli and tour guide Mahra, right, as he visits the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024 during his three day visit of United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Cyprus.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, Pool)
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            92 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Defense Secretary, gives a thumbs-up as he walks with his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, to meet with Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            93 of 206 | 
            Katie Handler, veterinary technician with the New England Wildlife Center, reaches to try to capture an oil-covered goose along the Muddy River, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in Brookline, Mass., as wildlife rescuers tended to dozens of birds that were soaked in oil after an apparent spill. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            94 of 206 | 
            Golden State Warriors' Stephen Curry (30) reacts on the court against the Minnesota Timberwolves during the second half of an NBA basketball game in San Francisco, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)
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            95 of 206 | 
            Syrian citizens wave the revolutionary flag and shout slogans, as they celebrate during the second day of the take over of the city by the insurgents in Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            96 of 206 | 
            Faithful throw rose petals on a statue of the Virgin Mary at the end of the commemoration of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary at the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            97 of 206 | 
            Lithuanian Orthodox believers touch religious relics during a Prayer of Thanksgiving at the Orthodox Church of the Holy Spirit in Vilnius, Lithuania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            98 of 206 | 
            Canon Reid Fuller, grandson of LSU head coach Kim Mulkey, sits on her lap while she speaks to media after an NCAA college basketball game against Grambling in Bossier City, La., Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. LSU won 100-54. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            99 of 206 | 
            A pilgrim crawls to the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez marking the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, in Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            100 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters celebrate after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            101 of 206 | 
            Abu Mohammed al-Golani speaks at the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. Golani, a former al-Qaida commander who cut ties with the group and says he embraces pluralism and religious tolerance, leads the biggest rebel faction and is poised to chart the country's future. He calls himself by his given name, Ahmad al-Sharaa, and not his nom de guerre. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            102 of 206 | 
            People gather to celebrate the Syrian government fall, in Istanbul, Turkey, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            103 of 206 | 
            A Syrian opposition fighter sits inside an office at the Presidential Palace after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            104 of 206 | 
            An opposition fighter steps on a broken bust of the late Syrian President Hafez Assad in Damascus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            105 of 206 | 
            Opposition fighters celebrate as they burn down a military court in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            106 of 206 | 
            A group of people take a family photo while sitting on a couch in a hall of Syrian President Bashar Assad's presidential palace in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            107 of 206 | 
            A general view of Damacus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 2024. Opposition fighters entered in the heart of the Syrian capital Sunday to mark the fall of Bashar Assad's government.(AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            108 of 206 | 
            Israeli soldiers walk near armored vehicles parked along the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            109 of 206 | 
            Guest watch clergy members leaving the inaugural mass at Notre Dame Cathedral, hosting its first Mass since the catastrophic fire of 2019,, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, Pool)
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            110 of 206 | 
            Supporters of opposition candidate and former President John Dramani Mahama celebrate his victory after his opponent conceded in Accra, Ghana, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            111 of 206 | 
            Australia's Louis Muhlen-Schulte competes during a men's World Cup giant slalom skiing race, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, in Beaver Creek. (AP Photo/John Locher)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            112 of 206 | 
            Calin Georgescu, center, an independent candidate for president who won the first round of presidential elections, makes his way, surrounded by media, to a closed voting station after Romania's Constitutional Court annulled the first round of presidential elections, in Mogosoaia, Romania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            113 of 206 | 
            Children reach out for soap balloons during celebrations of St. Nicholas Day in Izium, Ukraine, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            114 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis is seen through a 29-meter-tall Christmas tree as he appears at his studio's window in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, to bless the faithful and pilgrims gathered for the noon Angelus prayer. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            115 of 206 | 
            World War II veterans Takashi Manago, left, and Robert Lee talks to each other before the 83rd Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            116 of 206 | 
            Former President Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton address the audience during the Kumpuris Distinguished Lecture series in celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Clinton Presidential Center at the Robinson Center in Little Rock, Ark., on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Katie Adkins)
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            117 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters remove a government Syrian flag from an official building in Salamiyah, east of Hama, Syria Syria, Saturday Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            118 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters ride along the streets in the aftermath of the opposition's takeover of Hama, Syria, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            119 of 206 | 
            People walk past as France's iconic Notre Dame Cathedral is reflected in a puddle Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris before the formal reopening for the first time since a devastating fire nearly destroyed the 861-year-old landmark in 2019. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            120 of 206 | 
            French President Emmanuel Macron, left, welcomes President-elect Donald Trump as he arrives at the Elysee Palace, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            121 of 206 | 
            The meeting meeting between President Donald Trump and French President Emmanuel Macron is shown on a large screen for the crowds gathered near France's iconic Notre Dame Cathedral Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris before it's formal reopening for the first time since a devastating fire nearly destroyed the 861-year-old landmark in 2019. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            122 of 206 | 
            Firefighters stand by a destroyed building at the site of an explosion which destroyed several apartments and injured multiple people, at The Hague, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Phil Nijhuis)
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            123 of 206 | 
            Einav Zangauker, center, is embraced by freed hostage Yocheved Lifshitz before making a statement about a Hamas video of her son, Israeli hostage Matan Zangauker making an emotional plea for his release and describing the conditions he and other hostages face in Gaza after being seized in the Oct. 7 attack, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            124 of 206 | 
            Protestors shout outside the National Assembly during the voting for the impeachment of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, following President's short-lived martial law declaration in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            125 of 206 | 
            A woman with her child prepares her ballot in the general elections in Accra, Ghana, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            126 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis arrives for the start of a public concistory in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, where he will elevate 21 new cardinals. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            127 of 206 | 
            Ignace Bessi Dogbo, Archbishop of Abidjan, Ivory Coast, right, receives from Pope Francis, left, the cardinals' biretta hat and ring as he is made cardinal during a solemn mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            128 of 206 | 
            Tate McRae, center, performs with backup dancers during KIIS FM's iHeartRadio Jingle Ball on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, at Intuit Dome in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            129 of 206 | 
            India's Mohammed Siraj makes an unsuccessful attempt to take the catch after a shot played by Australia's Travis Head during the day two of the second cricket test match between Australia and India at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide, Australia, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/James Elsby)
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            130 of 206 | 
            Amber Glenn, of the United States, poses after winning the gold medal in the women's event at the ISU Grand Prix Finals of Figure Skating, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Grenoble, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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            131 of 206 | 
            Israeli residents in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            132 of 206 | 
            A woman smiles while riding the Samba Train as it winds its way through the outskirts of the city celebrating National Samba Day, in Rio de Janeiro, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. Brazilians officially mark National Samba Day on Dec. 2. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)
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            133 of 206 | 
            Taylor Swift performs during "The Eras Tour" on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            134 of 206 | 
            Workers install a piece by artist Osmany Betancourt as part of 15th Havana Biennial, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            135 of 206 | 
            Concertgoers watch on during Taylor Swift's "The Eras Tour" on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            136 of 206 | 
            An image of Syrian President Bashar Assad, riddled with bullets, is seen on the facade of the provincial government office in the aftermath of the opposition's takeover of Hama, Syria, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            137 of 206 | 
            Palestinian women and girls struggle to reach for food at a distribution center in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            138 of 206 | 
            Supporters of the former Ghana President and presidential candidate for the National Democratic Congress (NDC), John Mahama, gather during the party's final rally, in Accra, Ghana, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, ahead of the presidential election. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)
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            139 of 206 | 
            South Korean lawmakers and members of opposition parties gather at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            140 of 206 | 
            One of the newly-born twin panda bear cubs, named Meng Hao and Meng Tian or Leni and Lotti, looks out of the enclosure, during the official presentation of their names, at the Zoo in Berlin, Germany, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            141 of 206 | 
            People dressed as Santa Claus and snowman dive through a tank in the sea life aquarium in Munich, Germany, Friday. Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            142 of 206 | 
            Australia's Nathan Lyon leaps to take a catch of India's Nitish Kumar Reddy during the day one of the second cricket test match between Australia and India at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide, Australia, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/James Elsby)
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            143 of 206 | 
            Kim Gilli of South Korea leads during the heats of the Women's 1,000-meter at the ISU World Tour Short Track Speed Skating held at the Capital Indoor Stadium in Beijing, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            144 of 206 | 
            Elon Musk carries his son X AE A-Xii, after a meeting about President-elect Donald Trump's planned Department of Government Efficiency, or DOGE, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            145 of 206 | 
            Adriana Lima displays Botafogo during the fourth draw for the 2025 FIFA Club World Cup soccer tournament, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            146 of 206 | 
            Tourists from Jerusalem observe destroyed buildings in Odaisseh, a village in southern Lebanon near the Israeli-Lebanese border, from northern Israel, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            147 of 206 | 
            Law enforcement members watch as rescue workers continue to search, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, for Elizabeth Pollard, who is believed to have disappeared in a sinkhole while looking for her cat, in Marguerite, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            148 of 206 | 
            Italy's Guglielmo Bosca crashes during a men's World Cup downhill training run Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Beaver Creek, Colo. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            149 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, listens to reporters during a meeting with Sen. Mike Rounds, R-S.D., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            150 of 206 | 
            A crane lifts a container filled with seized weapons to be destroyed at a metallurgic plant in Nobsa, Colombia, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            151 of 206 | 
            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows a man wanted for questioning in connection to the investigation of the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            152 of 206 | 
            Protesters march to the presidential office after a candlelight vigil against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            153 of 206 | 
            NYPD officers in diving suits search a lake in Central Park, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            154 of 206 | 
            The body 18-month-old Sham Shurrab is carried by her uncle for burial in the aftermath of an Israeli airstrike at the Muwassi camp, outside the Nasser hospital in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. Israeli airstrikes struck the camp for displaced Palestinians in southern Gaza on Wednesday, killing at least 21 people, according to the head of a nearby hospital. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            155 of 206 | 
            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer during his 'plan for change' speech in Buckinghamshire, England, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024.(AP Photo/Darren Staples, Pool)
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Ralph Fiennes poses for a portrait to promote the film "The Return" on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            157 of 206 | 
            The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree is lit during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            158 of 206 | 
            People watch the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            159 of 206 | 
            A South Korean marine veteran gets his head shaved during a rally against President Yoon Suk Yeol in front of the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            160 of 206 | 
            This still image from surveillance video obtained by the Associated Press shows the suspect, left, sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, center, outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            161 of 206 | 
            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            162 of 206 | 
            Argentina's President Javier Milei gives a speech during the Conservative Political Action Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            163 of 206 | 
            People make their way through the falling snow in downtown Ottawa, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            164 of 206 | 
            Children do their homework on a front doorstep during a blackout in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            165 of 206 | 
            Republican South Carolina Senate President Thomas Alexander has his robe adjusted by his wife Lynda during the chamber's organization session on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            166 of 206 | 
            A New York police officer stands on 54th Street outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            167 of 206 | 
            Members of the New York police crime scene unit pick up cups marking the spots where bullets lie as they investigate the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            168 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, walks through the basement of the Capitol, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            169 of 206 | 
            Children kick a ball around during a power outage in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            170 of 206 | 
            A woman poses for a photo session along a beach in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            171 of 206 | 
            Indian navy personnel display their skills during Naval Day celebrations in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            172 of 206 | 
            Rishikis from Japan's Sumo Kyokai, Daisuke Kitanowaka, right, and Akira Fukutsuumi pose for a photo call outside of London's Royal Albert Hall in London, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 where the UK's second ever official basho will take place in October of next year. (AP Photo/Thomas Krych)
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            173 of 206 | 
            Attendees light each other's candles during a candlelight vigil against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            174 of 206 | 
            President Joe Biden watches a traditional dance after arriving at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            175 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis arrives for his weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Wednesday, Dec.4, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            176 of 206 | 
            Pigeons take flight as a man walks along the shore in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            177 of 206 | 
            Police shoot tear gas towards demonstrators during a protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            178 of 206 | 
            President Joe Biden leaves the National Museum of Slavery, in the capital Luanda, Angola on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            179 of 206 | 
            A Kemp's ridley sea turtle receives fluids from a syringe at a New England Aquarium marine animal rehabilitation facility in Quincy, Mass., Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            180 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, is joined by his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, as they arrive to meet with Sen. Ted Budd, R-N.C., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            181 of 206 | 
            A demonstrator holds a rose while standing under running water from a fire pump used by police during a rally outside the parliament's building to protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            182 of 206 | 
            A Hullo Ferries passenger vessel passes under the Lions Gate Bridge as fog shrouds the downtown skyline and surrounding area, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            183 of 206 | 
            People watch a TV screen showing South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's televised briefing at a bus terminal in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            184 of 206 | 
            Soldiers line up for the arrival of the Emir of the State of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani in London, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)
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            185 of 206 | 
            Britain's Kate, Princess of Wales and Prince William sit in a carriage after welcoming the Emir of the State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani in London, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)
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            186 of 206 | 
            Tilda Swinton poses for photos before attending the Chanel Metiers d'art 2024/25 fashion show in Hangzhou, China on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            187 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters stand atop a seized Syrian army armoured vehicle in the outskirts of Hama, Syria, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            188 of 206 | 
            Residents ride on a self modified motorcycle through a road covered by flood water in Tumpat, outskirts of Kota Bahru, Malaysia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            189 of 206 | 
            A Spiderman balloon passes through a street during a Christmas festival in Santiago, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            190 of 206 | 
            A man removes a chair and a fan from his flooded house in Tumpat, Malaysia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            191 of 206 | 
            Demonstrators go down an escalator to hide from the police in a subway station during a rally against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union for four years in Tbilisi, Georgia, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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            192 of 206 | 
            A woman mourns outside the hospital after an airstrike killed several people including children, during an airstrike on a camp for internally displaced people in Maarat Misreen, north of Idlib, Syria, Monday Dec.2, 2024. According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a UK-based war monitor, Syrian and Russian warplanes launched 420 airstrikes on rebel-held areas including Idlib and Aleppo on Monday,(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            193 of 206 | 
            Part of 2500 panda sculptures are displayed at the Hong Kong International Airport during a welcome ceremony of the panda-themed exhibition "Panda Go!" in Hong Kong, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            194 of 206 | 
            The Great Elephant Migration art installation, which is traveling across the United States promoting human-wildlife coexistence, is displayed during Miami Art Week Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            195 of 206 | 
            Giant balloons line up on Hollywood Blvd. before start of the 92nd anniversary of the Hollywood Christmas Parade in the Hollywood section of Los Angeles on Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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            196 of 206 | 
            A Syrian army armoured vehicle sits abandoned on a highway in the outskirts of Khan Sheikhoun, southwest of Aleppo, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. Syrian opposition insurgency launched a campaign on Wednesday with a two-pronged attack on Aleppo and the countryside around Idlib.(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            197 of 206 | 
            The Beijing-gifted giant panda An An makes his debut appearance to media in Ocean Park during a preview event in Hong Kong, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            198 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters seize abandoned Syrian army ammunition in in the town of Khan Assubul, Syria, southwest of Aleppo, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. Syrian opposition insurgency launched a campaign on Wednesday with a two-pronged attack on Aleppo and the countryside around Idlib.(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            199 of 206 | 
            Demonstrators use firecrackers against police during a rally against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union for four years, outside the parliament's building in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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            200 of 206 | 
            Florida State and Florida players scuffle at midfield after an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)
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            201 of 206 | 
            Participants wearing traditional Krampus costumes perform during a Krampus run in Hollabrunn, Austria, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            202 of 206 | 
            Hasidic Jewish rabbis gather for the annual group portrait outside Chabad-Lubavitch Worldwide Headquarters in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Sunday, Dec. 1 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            203 of 206 | 
            Manchester United's Joshua Zirkzee, right, challenged by Everton's Ashley Young scores during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Everton at the Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)
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            204 of 206 | 
            Competitors take part in the Mass Start Men race of the ISU World Cup Speed Skating Beijing 2024 held at the National Speed Skating Oval in Beijing, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            205 of 206 | 
            Buffalo Bills fans sit between snow covered seats as they watch players warm up before an NFL football game between the Bills and the San Francisco 49ers in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            206 of 206 | 
            A 42-meter-high candle which is an illuminated medieval tower shines in the historic city centre of Schlitz, Germany, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        PHOTO COLLECTION: AP Top Photos of the Day, Wednesday, December 18, 2024

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 206 | 
            A youth wearing the jersey of Argentine player Lionel Messi plays soccer in a public field in the Druze village of Majdal Shams, located near the "Alpha Line" that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            2 of 206 | 
            Homes cover a hill in the town of Majdal Shams, near the "Alpha Line" that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, early Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            3 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis is kisses by a child during the weekly general audience at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            4 of 206 | 
            Smoke rises from the parliament building following a protest by opposition in Monrovia, Liberia, Wednesday, Dec 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Anthony Williams)
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            5 of 206 | 
            Mary Jane Veloso, center, a Filipino woman who spent almost 15 years in an Indonesian prison for drug trafficking and was nearly executed by firing squad in 2015, is reunited with her family as she arrives at the Correctional Institution for Women in Mandaluyong, Philippines Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            6 of 206 | 
            Disabled vehicles and response vehicles are seen on the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway, which spans 24 miles over the lake, after a pileup due to morning fog in New Orleans, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            7 of 206 | 
            Supporters hold candles during a candlelight vigil Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, outside the Wisconsin Capitol in Madison, Wis., following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School on Monday, Dec. 16. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            8 of 206 | 
            Robert Kennedy Jr., President-elect Donald Trump's pick to lead the Health and Human Services Department, walks between meetings with senators on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            9 of 206 | 
            Michigan State guard Jase Richardson, right, reacts as guard Jaden Akins dunks during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Oakland, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            10 of 206 | 
            Investigators work at the place where Lt. General Igor Kirillov, the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces and his assistant, seen at lower center, were killed by an explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            11 of 206 | 
            Members from Bashar Assad's Syrian army period line up to register with Syrian rebels as part of a "identification and reconciliation process" at a army compound in Latakia, Syria, Tuesday Dec. 17, 2024.(AP Photo/Leo Correa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 206

                                    
                                    Members from Bashar Assad's Syrian army period line up to register with Syrian rebels as part of a "identification and reconciliation process" at a army compound in Latakia, Syria, Tuesday Dec. 17, 2024.(AP Photo/Leo Correa)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 206 | 
            Salma Safadi cries as she speaks with her sister Sawsan Safadi, who is inside the buffer zone near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            13 of 206 | 
            A family leaves the shelter after multiple injuries were reported following a shooting at the Abundant Life Christian School, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            14 of 206 | 
            Robert F. Kennedy Jr., President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Secretary of Health and Human Services, arrives at the Hart Building to meet with senators at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            15 of 206 | 
            SoftBank Group CEO Masayoshi Son smiles with President-elect Donald Trump during a news conference at Mar-a-Lago, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            16 of 206 | 
            Radio City Rockettes perform the Parade of the Wooden Soldiers dance during the Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            In this photo taken with a long exposure, a person walks a dog past Christmas lights in a park, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Lenexa, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            18 of 206 | 
            A follower of Saint Lazarus, known as the protector of the sick, crawls as a self-imposed penance during a pilgrimage to the saint's shrine for his annual feast day, in Santiago de Las Vegas, Cuba, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            19 of 206 | 
            Indian army soldiers perform Kalari Payattu, a traditional exercise in Kolkata, India, Monday, Dec. 16, 2024 during the military tattoo celebrating the Victory Day, marking the India's victory over Pakistan in the 1971 war to liberate Bangladesh. (AP Photo/Bikas Das)
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            20 of 206 | 
            President-elect Donald Trump, from left, Elon Musk and Vice President-elect JD Vance attend the NCAA college football game between Army and Navy at Northwest Stadium in Landover, Md., on Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            21 of 206 | 
            Athletes compete in the men's 4 X 7.5 km relay event at the Biathlon World Cup in Hochfilzen, Austria, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            22 of 206 | 
            Competitors in Santa Claus costumes stretch before the annual Santa Run in Mexico City, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ginnette Riquelme)
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            23 of 206 | 
            Cincinnati Bengals tight end Mike Gesicki (88) is flipped into the air by Tennessee Titans cornerback Daryl Worley (35) as safety Amani Hooker (37) looks on during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            24 of 206 | 
            Syrian fighters detain men suspects of looting at a residential complex of former Bashar Assad's military officers at the village of Husseiniyeh, in the outskirts of Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. A rebel force deployed to the village in southeastern Damascus to stop looters who swarmed a residential complex in the area and set some apartments on fire. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            25 of 206 | 
            Pakistani farmers boil sugarcane juice and then make balls by hand to make the traditional sweet called "Gurr," on the outskirts of Peshawar, Pakistan, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Sajjad)
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            26 of 206 | 
            Residents visit the ancient Aleppo Citadel in the old city of Aleppo, Syria, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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            27 of 206 | 
            A Syrian girl with the colours of the "revolutionary" Syrian flag on her face, takes a selfie in front of the ancient Aleppo Citadel in the old city of Aleppo, Syria, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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            28 of 206 | 
            An aerial view of remaining buildings is seen which were not only destroyed during the civil war, they were also demolished by the government or stripped by thieves, at the Palestinian refugee camp of Yarmouk, outside Damascus, Syria, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            29 of 206 | 
            Participants celebrate after hearing the news that South Korea's parliament voted to impeach President Yoon Suk Yeol outside the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. The signs read "Punish the rebellion leader Yoon Suk Yeol." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            30 of 206 | 
            Cadets celebrate during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Navy, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, in Landover, Md. (AP Photo/Daniel Kucin Jr.)
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            31 of 206 | 
            Israelis protest against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government and call for the release of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            32 of 206 | 
            A dead child is carried into the Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah after an Israeli army strike in the Bureij refugee camp, central Gaza Strip, Saturday Dec. 14, 2024.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            33 of 206 | 
            An aerial view of the Christmas lights decoration of Pedion tou Areos park in Athens, Greece, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Varaklas)
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            34 of 206 | 
            Cinthia Falcon, right, dressed as Santa Claus, pushes a cart filled with gifts to deliver to children at a pre-Christmas celebration organized by "Los Chicos de la Via" soup kitchen, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            35 of 206 | 
            Whirling dervishes of the Mevlevi order perform during a Sheb-i Arus ceremony in Kasimpasa Mevlevihane in Istanbul, Turkey, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, the month when a series of events are held to commemorate the death of 13th century Islamic scholar, poet and Sufi mystic Jalaladdin Rumi in different cities of Turkey. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            36 of 206 | 
            Frozen trees surround a chapel on a cold day, in Oberreifenberg near Frankfurt, Germany, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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            37 of 206 | 
            A child walks along the Sea of Galilee, northern Israel, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            38 of 206 | 
            The full moon rises behind Christmas lights at Pedion tou Areos park in Athens, Greece, Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Varaklas)
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            39 of 206 | 
            Grave markers are seen at sunrise at Arlington National Cemetery during Wreaths Across America Day on Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)
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            40 of 206 | 
            Staff Sgt. Frederick Hovasapian carries a wreath to a grave marker at Arlington National Cemetery during Wreaths Across America Day on Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)
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            41 of 206 | 
            Syrians wave "revolutionary" Syrian flags during a celebratory demonstration following the first Friday prayers since Bashar Assad's ouster, in Damascus' central square, Syria, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            42 of 206 | 
            Alon Alexander, 37, right, and his twin brother, Oren, left, attend their bond hearing at the Richard E. Gerstein Justice Building after being charged with multiple state and federal crimes, including sex trafficking and rape, on Friday, Dec. 13, 2024, in Miami. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP, Pool)
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            43 of 206 | 
            Palestinian children queue for food in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            44 of 206 | 
            A Syrian fighter holds a gun with a flower placed in the barrel, as people gather for Friday prayers at the Umayyad mosque in Damascus, Syria, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            45 of 206 | 
            Pakistan's Saim Ayub plays a shot during the second T20 International cricket match between South Africa and Pakistan, at Centurion Park in Centurion, South Africa, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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            46 of 206 | 
            People ice skate at Central Park's Wollman Rink, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            47 of 206 | 
            Calypso, left, and Ivi, miniature horses used for therapy programs, enter an elevator at a school for disabled children, in Athens, Greece, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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            48 of 206 | 
            Artemis Vasilaki of Greece reacts after competing in the Women's 1500m Freestyle Heats on day four of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Friday, Dec. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            The cover of Time magazine's Person of the Year shows President-elect Donald Trump before a ceremony he will attend at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A Christmas wreath and lights adorn the Windansea surf shack along Windansea beach, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024, in San Diego. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A Palestinian boy pushes a wheelchair carrying jerrycans and plastic bottles with water at a camp for displaced people in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Los Angeles Rams running back Kyren Williams, middle, is tackled against the San Francisco 49ers during the second half of an NFL football game in Santa Clara, Calif., Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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Women walk through the Red Square Christmas Fair in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            A leaf is frozen in the ice of a garden pond during cold weather in Buffalo Grove, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Protesters carry a caricature depicting an imprisoned South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol as they march to the presidential office after a rally demanding his impeachment in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. A sign reads "Rebellion leader." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A pilgrim visits Our Lady of Guadalupe Basilica during one of the world's largest religious pilgrimages marking the feast day of the patroness of Latin America, in Mexico City, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            Athletes compete in the Men's 200m Butterfly Heats on day three of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            58 of 206 | 
            A woman weeps during the funeral of Syrian activist Mazen al-Hamada in Damascus, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. Al-Hamad's mangled corpse was found wrapped in a bloody sheet in Saydnaya prison. He had fled to Europe but returned to Syria in 2020 and was imprisoned upon arrival. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            59 of 206 | 
            Israeli soldiers with the national flag stand on an armoured vehicle after crossing the security fence near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            60 of 206 | 
            Young An Se of South Korea plays a shot against Akane Yamaguchi of Japan during a women's singles badminton match at the World Tour Finals in Hangzhou in east China's Zhejiang province, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            61 of 206 | 
            Ultra-Orthodox Jewish mourners gather for the funeral of Yehoshua Aharon Tuvia Simcha, 12, fatally shot by a gunman who opened fire on a bus in Jerusalem, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            62 of 206 | 
            Sierra Leonean migrant workers stranded in Lebanon work on their colleague's hair as they wait to be repatriated back home, as they are sheltered at a former car dealership that was turned into a shelter in Hazmieh, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Juliet Samaniya, 6, carries a bag of lithium with other children at an illegal mining site in Paseli, Nigeria, Tuesday, Nov 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)
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            64 of 206 | 
            Hilala Meryeh, a 64-year-old Palestinian mother of four, weeps in the middle of the dingy identification room after finding her son's body at the Al-Mojtahed Hospital morgue in Damascus, Syria, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. Many are flocking to morgues, hoping to identify loved ones who were either killed or imprisoned under President Bashar Assad's government, which collapsed over the weekend. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            65 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis hugs a child during his weekly general audience in the Paul VI Hall, at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    65 of 206

                                    
                                    Pope Francis hugs a child during his weekly general audience in the Paul VI Hall, at the Vatican, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            66 of 206 | 
            A person holding an umbrella walks past the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree reflected in a puddle, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            67 of 206 | 
            A bird soars across the sky as Himalchuli Mountain, at the center, and the Manaslu Mountain range are seen from a hill on the outskirts of Kathmandu, Nepal, during International Mountain Day, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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            68 of 206 | 
            A boy holding a rifle borrowed from a Syrian opposition fighter poses on the top of a government forces tank that was left on a street, at the Umayyad Square in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            An Indigenous Naga tribal sings during the Hornbill Festival in Kisama, on the outskirts of Kohima, capital of the northeastern Indian state of Nagaland, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            Pilgrims sleep outside of the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe a day before her feast day in Mexico City, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            71 of 206 | 
            Leverkusen's Nordi Mukiele, background center, scores the decisive goal against Inter Milan's goalkeeper Yann Sommer during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Bayer Leverkusen and Inter Milan at the BayArena in Leverkusen, Germany, Tuesday Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            72 of 206 | 
            Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky. wears a bandage on his face as he walks to cast a vote on the Senate floor after falling during a luncheon on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            73 of 206 | 
            Illinois fans hold mock newspapers with the headline Curdled Dreams in Champaign as the Wisconsin basketball team is introduced at the beginning of an NCAA college basketball game between Illinois and Wisconsin on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024, in Champaign, Ill. (AP Photo/Craig Pessman)
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            74 of 206 | 
            Barbora Janickova of Czech Republic, left, and Milla Jansen of Australia, right, prepare before competing in the Women's 100m Freestyle Heats on day two of the World Short Course Swimming Championships in Budapest, Hungary, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            This booking photo released Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections shows Luigi Mangione, a suspect in the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson. (Pennsylvania Department of Corrections via AP)
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            An armed opposition fighter walks among costumers at the Al-Hamidiyeh market inside the old walled city of Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    76 of 206

                                    
                                    An armed opposition fighter walks among costumers at the Al-Hamidiyeh market inside the old walled city of Damascus, Syria, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            77 of 206 | 
            Firefighters monitor the Franklin Fire approaching Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif., Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Students evacuate from Pepperdine University as the Franklin Fire burns in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Firefighters battle the Franklin Fire in Malibu, Calif., on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope)
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, center, arrives to attend a hearing at the district court for his long-running trial for alleged corruption, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (Menahem Kahana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            A Turkish gendarme helps a young girl with belongings as Syrian families wait to cross into Syria from Turkey at the Cilvegozu border gate near the town of Antakya, southern Turkey, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Metin Yoksu)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    82 of 206

                                    
                                    A Turkish gendarme helps a young girl with belongings as Syrian families wait to cross into Syria from Turkey at the Cilvegozu border gate near the town of Antakya, southern Turkey, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Metin Yoksu)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            83 of 206 | 
            A protester shouts as she holds a placard during a march against the rising cases of femicide, in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            A man breaks the lock of a cell in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A rope lies on the floor in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A woman looks at blankets and other clothes lying on the floor in a room of the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People inspect documents they found in the infamous Saydnaya military prison, just north of Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. Crowds are gathering to enter the prison, known as the "human slaughterhouse," after thousands of inmates were released following the rebels' overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime on Sunday. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Israeli soldiers stand next to armored vehicles parked near the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Israeli armored vehicles cross the security fence moving towards the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    89 of 206

                                    
                                    Israeli armored vehicles cross the security fence moving towards the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, in the town of Majdal Shams, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            90 of 206 | 
            Israeli police investigate the site where a drone that appeared to have originated in Yemen slammed into an apartment in Yavne, central Israel, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer is lead by Director General Yousif Alobaidli and tour guide Mahra, right, as he visits the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024 during his three day visit of United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Cyprus.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, Pool)
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Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be Defense Secretary, gives a thumbs-up as he walks with his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, to meet with Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Katie Handler, veterinary technician with the New England Wildlife Center, reaches to try to capture an oil-covered goose along the Muddy River, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in Brookline, Mass., as wildlife rescuers tended to dozens of birds that were soaked in oil after an apparent spill. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Golden State Warriors' Stephen Curry (30) reacts on the court against the Minnesota Timberwolves during the second half of an NBA basketball game in San Francisco, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)
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            Syrian citizens wave the revolutionary flag and shout slogans, as they celebrate during the second day of the take over of the city by the insurgents in Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Syrian citizens wave the revolutionary flag and shout slogans, as they celebrate during the second day of the take over of the city by the insurgents in Damascus, Syria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Faithful throw rose petals on a statue of the Virgin Mary at the end of the commemoration of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary at the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Lithuanian Orthodox believers touch religious relics during a Prayer of Thanksgiving at the Orthodox Church of the Holy Spirit in Vilnius, Lithuania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Canon Reid Fuller, grandson of LSU head coach Kim Mulkey, sits on her lap while she speaks to media after an NCAA college basketball game against Grambling in Bossier City, La., Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. LSU won 100-54. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A pilgrim crawls to the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez marking the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, in Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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                                    A pilgrim crawls to the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez marking the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, in Lo Vasquez, Valparaiso, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Syrian opposition fighters celebrate after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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                                    Syrian opposition fighters celebrate after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Abu Mohammed al-Golani speaks at the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. Golani, a former al-Qaida commander who cut ties with the group and says he embraces pluralism and religious tolerance, leads the biggest rebel faction and is poised to chart the country's future. He calls himself by his given name, Ahmad al-Sharaa, and not his nom de guerre. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            People gather to celebrate the Syrian government fall, in Istanbul, Turkey, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            A Syrian opposition fighter sits inside an office at the Presidential Palace after the Syrian government collapsed in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            An opposition fighter steps on a broken bust of the late Syrian President Hafez Assad in Damascus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    An opposition fighter steps on a broken bust of the late Syrian President Hafez Assad in Damascus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            105 of 206 | 
            Opposition fighters celebrate as they burn down a military court in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A group of people take a family photo while sitting on a couch in a hall of Syrian President Bashar Assad's presidential palace in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A general view of Damacus, Syria, Sunday Dec. 2024. Opposition fighters entered in the heart of the Syrian capital Sunday to mark the fall of Bashar Assad's government.(AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            Israeli soldiers walk near armored vehicles parked along the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    108 of 206

                                    
                                    Israeli soldiers walk near armored vehicles parked along the so-called Alpha Line that separates the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights from Syria, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            109 of 206 | 
            Guest watch clergy members leaving the inaugural mass at Notre Dame Cathedral, hosting its first Mass since the catastrophic fire of 2019,, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, Pool)
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                                    Guest watch clergy members leaving the inaugural mass at Notre Dame Cathedral, hosting its first Mass since the catastrophic fire of 2019,, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, Pool)
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            Supporters of opposition candidate and former President John Dramani Mahama celebrate his victory after his opponent conceded in Accra, Ghana, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Australia's Louis Muhlen-Schulte competes during a men's World Cup giant slalom skiing race, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, in Beaver Creek. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            112 of 206 | 
            Calin Georgescu, center, an independent candidate for president who won the first round of presidential elections, makes his way, surrounded by media, to a closed voting station after Romania's Constitutional Court annulled the first round of presidential elections, in Mogosoaia, Romania, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Children reach out for soap balloons during celebrations of St. Nicholas Day in Izium, Ukraine, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            114 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis is seen through a 29-meter-tall Christmas tree as he appears at his studio's window in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024, to bless the faithful and pilgrims gathered for the noon Angelus prayer. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            115 of 206 | 
            World War II veterans Takashi Manago, left, and Robert Lee talks to each other before the 83rd Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    115 of 206

                                    
                                    World War II veterans Takashi Manago, left, and Robert Lee talks to each other before the 83rd Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            116 of 206 | 
            Former President Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton address the audience during the Kumpuris Distinguished Lecture series in celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Clinton Presidential Center at the Robinson Center in Little Rock, Ark., on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Katie Adkins)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    116 of 206

                                    
                                    Former President Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton address the audience during the Kumpuris Distinguished Lecture series in celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Clinton Presidential Center at the Robinson Center in Little Rock, Ark., on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Katie Adkins)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            117 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters remove a government Syrian flag from an official building in Salamiyah, east of Hama, Syria Syria, Saturday Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            118 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters ride along the streets in the aftermath of the opposition's takeover of Hama, Syria, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            119 of 206 | 
            People walk past as France's iconic Notre Dame Cathedral is reflected in a puddle Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris before the formal reopening for the first time since a devastating fire nearly destroyed the 861-year-old landmark in 2019. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            120 of 206 | 
            French President Emmanuel Macron, left, welcomes President-elect Donald Trump as he arrives at the Elysee Palace, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            121 of 206 | 
            The meeting meeting between President Donald Trump and French President Emmanuel Macron is shown on a large screen for the crowds gathered near France's iconic Notre Dame Cathedral Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 in Paris before it's formal reopening for the first time since a devastating fire nearly destroyed the 861-year-old landmark in 2019. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            122 of 206 | 
            Firefighters stand by a destroyed building at the site of an explosion which destroyed several apartments and injured multiple people, at The Hague, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Phil Nijhuis)
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            123 of 206 | 
            Einav Zangauker, center, is embraced by freed hostage Yocheved Lifshitz before making a statement about a Hamas video of her son, Israeli hostage Matan Zangauker making an emotional plea for his release and describing the conditions he and other hostages face in Gaza after being seized in the Oct. 7 attack, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            124 of 206 | 
            Protestors shout outside the National Assembly during the voting for the impeachment of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, following President's short-lived martial law declaration in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    124 of 206

                                    
                                    Protestors shout outside the National Assembly during the voting for the impeachment of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, following President's short-lived martial law declaration in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            125 of 206 | 
            A woman with her child prepares her ballot in the general elections in Accra, Ghana, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024 (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            126 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis arrives for the start of a public concistory in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, where he will elevate 21 new cardinals. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            127 of 206 | 
            Ignace Bessi Dogbo, Archbishop of Abidjan, Ivory Coast, right, receives from Pope Francis, left, the cardinals' biretta hat and ring as he is made cardinal during a solemn mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            128 of 206 | 
            Tate McRae, center, performs with backup dancers during KIIS FM's iHeartRadio Jingle Ball on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, at Intuit Dome in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            129 of 206 | 
            India's Mohammed Siraj makes an unsuccessful attempt to take the catch after a shot played by Australia's Travis Head during the day two of the second cricket test match between Australia and India at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide, Australia, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/James Elsby)
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            130 of 206 | 
            Amber Glenn, of the United States, poses after winning the gold medal in the women's event at the ISU Grand Prix Finals of Figure Skating, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Grenoble, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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Amber Glenn, of the United States, poses after winning the gold medal in the women's event at the ISU Grand Prix Finals of Figure Skating, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024, in Grenoble, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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            Israeli residents in a hot water pool coming from a drilling project which exposed a subterranean hydrothermal spring near Mount Bental in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            132 of 206 | 
            A woman smiles while riding the Samba Train as it winds its way through the outskirts of the city celebrating National Samba Day, in Rio de Janeiro, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. Brazilians officially mark National Samba Day on Dec. 2. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    132 of 206

                                    
                                    A woman smiles while riding the Samba Train as it winds its way through the outskirts of the city celebrating National Samba Day, in Rio de Janeiro, Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024. Brazilians officially mark National Samba Day on Dec. 2. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            133 of 206 | 
            Taylor Swift performs during "The Eras Tour" on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            134 of 206 | 
            Workers install a piece by artist Osmany Betancourt as part of 15th Havana Biennial, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)
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                                    Workers install a piece by artist Osmany Betancourt as part of 15th Havana Biennial, in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)
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            135 of 206 | 
            Concertgoers watch on during Taylor Swift's "The Eras Tour" on Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            136 of 206 | 
            An image of Syrian President Bashar Assad, riddled with bullets, is seen on the facade of the provincial government office in the aftermath of the opposition's takeover of Hama, Syria, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)
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            Palestinian women and girls struggle to reach for food at a distribution center in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Supporters of the former Ghana President and presidential candidate for the National Democratic Congress (NDC), John Mahama, gather during the party's final rally, in Accra, Ghana, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, ahead of the presidential election. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)
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            South Korean lawmakers and members of opposition parties gather at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            One of the newly-born twin panda bear cubs, named Meng Hao and Meng Tian or Leni and Lotti, looks out of the enclosure, during the official presentation of their names, at the Zoo in Berlin, Germany, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    140 of 206

                                    
                                    One of the newly-born twin panda bear cubs, named Meng Hao and Meng Tian or Leni and Lotti, looks out of the enclosure, during the official presentation of their names, at the Zoo in Berlin, Germany, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            141 of 206 | 
            People dressed as Santa Claus and snowman dive through a tank in the sea life aquarium in Munich, Germany, Friday. Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Australia's Nathan Lyon leaps to take a catch of India's Nitish Kumar Reddy during the day one of the second cricket test match between Australia and India at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide, Australia, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/James Elsby)
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            143 of 206 | 
            Kim Gilli of South Korea leads during the heats of the Women's 1,000-meter at the ISU World Tour Short Track Speed Skating held at the Capital Indoor Stadium in Beijing, Friday, Dec. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Elon Musk carries his son X AE A-Xii, after a meeting about President-elect Donald Trump's planned Department of Government Efficiency, or DOGE, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Adriana Lima displays Botafogo during the fourth draw for the 2025 FIFA Club World Cup soccer tournament, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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                                    Adriana Lima displays Botafogo during the fourth draw for the 2025 FIFA Club World Cup soccer tournament, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            146 of 206 | 
            Tourists from Jerusalem observe destroyed buildings in Odaisseh, a village in southern Lebanon near the Israeli-Lebanese border, from northern Israel, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Law enforcement members watch as rescue workers continue to search, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, for Elizabeth Pollard, who is believed to have disappeared in a sinkhole while looking for her cat, in Marguerite, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Italy's Guglielmo Bosca crashes during a men's World Cup downhill training run Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, in Beaver Creek, Colo. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            149 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, listens to reporters during a meeting with Sen. Mike Rounds, R-S.D., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            A crane lifts a container filled with seized weapons to be destroyed at a metallurgic plant in Nobsa, Colombia, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            151 of 206 | 
            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows a man wanted for questioning in connection to the investigation of the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            152 of 206 | 
            Protesters march to the presidential office after a candlelight vigil against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            NYPD officers in diving suits search a lake in Central Park, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            154 of 206 | 
            The body 18-month-old Sham Shurrab is carried by her uncle for burial in the aftermath of an Israeli airstrike at the Muwassi camp, outside the Nasser hospital in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. Israeli airstrikes struck the camp for displaced Palestinians in southern Gaza on Wednesday, killing at least 21 people, according to the head of a nearby hospital. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer during his 'plan for change' speech in Buckinghamshire, England, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024.(AP Photo/Darren Staples, Pool)
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            156 of 206 | 
            Ralph Fiennes poses for a portrait to promote the film "The Return" on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)
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            157 of 206 | 
            The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree is lit during the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            158 of 206 | 
            People watch the 92nd annual Rockefeller Center Christmas tree lighting ceremony, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            A South Korean marine veteran gets his head shaved during a rally against President Yoon Suk Yeol in front of the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            160 of 206 | 
            This still image from surveillance video obtained by the Associated Press shows the suspect, left, sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, center, outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            This image provided by the New York City Police Department shows the suspect sought in the the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson outside a Manhattan hotel where the health insurer was holding an investor conference, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (New York City Police Department via AP)
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            162 of 206 | 
            Argentina's President Javier Milei gives a speech during the Conservative Political Action Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            People make their way through the falling snow in downtown Ottawa, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Children do their homework on a front doorstep during a blackout in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            165 of 206 | 
            Republican South Carolina Senate President Thomas Alexander has his robe adjusted by his wife Lynda during the chamber's organization session on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            166 of 206 | 
            A New York police officer stands on 54th Street outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            167 of 206 | 
            Members of the New York police crime scene unit pick up cups marking the spots where bullets lie as they investigate the scene outside the Hilton Hotel in midtown Manhattan where Brian Thompson, the CEO of UnitedHealthcare, was fatally shot Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            168 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, walks through the basement of the Capitol, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Children kick a ball around during a power outage in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            170 of 206 | 
            A woman poses for a photo session along a beach in Tel Aviv, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            171 of 206 | 
            Indian navy personnel display their skills during Naval Day celebrations in Mumbai, India, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            172 of 206 | 
            Rishikis from Japan's Sumo Kyokai, Daisuke Kitanowaka, right, and Akira Fukutsuumi pose for a photo call outside of London's Royal Albert Hall in London, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024 where the UK's second ever official basho will take place in October of next year. (AP Photo/Thomas Krych)
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            173 of 206 | 
            Attendees light each other's candles during a candlelight vigil against South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            174 of 206 | 
            President Joe Biden watches a traditional dance after arriving at Catumbela airport in Angola on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            175 of 206 | 
            Pope Francis arrives for his weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square at The Vatican, Wednesday, Dec.4, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            176 of 206 | 
            Pigeons take flight as a man walks along the shore in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            177 of 206 | 
            Police shoot tear gas towards demonstrators during a protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            178 of 206 | 
            President Joe Biden leaves the National Museum of Slavery, in the capital Luanda, Angola on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            179 of 206 | 
            A Kemp's ridley sea turtle receives fluids from a syringe at a New England Aquarium marine animal rehabilitation facility in Quincy, Mass., Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            180 of 206 | 
            Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's nominee to be defense secretary, is joined by his wife Jennifer Rauchet, left, as they arrive to meet with Sen. Ted Budd, R-N.C., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            181 of 206 | 
            A demonstrator holds a rose while standing under running water from a fire pump used by police during a rally outside the parliament's building to protest against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Pavel Bednyakov)
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            A Hullo Ferries passenger vessel passes under the Lions Gate Bridge as fog shrouds the downtown skyline and surrounding area, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            183 of 206 | 
            People watch a TV screen showing South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's televised briefing at a bus terminal in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            184 of 206 | 
            Soldiers line up for the arrival of the Emir of the State of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani in London, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)
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            185 of 206 | 
            Britain's Kate, Princess of Wales and Prince William sit in a carriage after welcoming the Emir of the State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani in London, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)
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            186 of 206 | 
            Tilda Swinton poses for photos before attending the Chanel Metiers d'art 2024/25 fashion show in Hangzhou, China on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            187 of 206 | 
            Syrian opposition fighters stand atop a seized Syrian army armoured vehicle in the outskirts of Hama, Syria, Tuesday Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            188 of 206 | 
            Residents ride on a self modified motorcycle through a road covered by flood water in Tumpat, outskirts of Kota Bahru, Malaysia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            189 of 206 | 
            A Spiderman balloon passes through a street during a Christmas festival in Santiago, Chile, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            190 of 206 | 
            A man removes a chair and a fan from his flooded house in Tumpat, Malaysia, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            191 of 206 | 
            Demonstrators go down an escalator to hide from the police in a subway station during a rally against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union for four years in Tbilisi, Georgia, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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            192 of 206 | 
            A woman mourns outside the hospital after an airstrike killed several people including children, during an airstrike on a camp for internally displaced people in Maarat Misreen, north of Idlib, Syria, Monday Dec.2, 2024. According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a UK-based war monitor, Syrian and Russian warplanes launched 420 airstrikes on rebel-held areas including Idlib and Aleppo on Monday,(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            193 of 206 | 
            Part of 2500 panda sculptures are displayed at the Hong Kong International Airport during a welcome ceremony of the panda-themed exhibition "Panda Go!" in Hong Kong, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            194 of 206 | 
            The Great Elephant Migration art installation, which is traveling across the United States promoting human-wildlife coexistence, is displayed during Miami Art Week Monday, Dec. 2, 2024, in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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            195 of 206 | 
            Giant balloons line up on Hollywood Blvd. before start of the 92nd anniversary of the Hollywood Christmas Parade in the Hollywood section of Los Angeles on Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    195 of 206

                                    
                                    Giant balloons line up on Hollywood Blvd. before start of the 92nd anniversary of the Hollywood Christmas Parade in the Hollywood section of Los Angeles on Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            196 of 206 | 
            A Syrian army armoured vehicle sits abandoned on a highway in the outskirts of Khan Sheikhoun, southwest of Aleppo, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. Syrian opposition insurgency launched a campaign on Wednesday with a two-pronged attack on Aleppo and the countryside around Idlib.(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            The Beijing-gifted giant panda An An makes his debut appearance to media in Ocean Park during a preview event in Hong Kong, Monday, Dec. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Syrian opposition fighters seize abandoned Syrian army ammunition in in the town of Khan Assubul, Syria, southwest of Aleppo, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. Syrian opposition insurgency launched a campaign on Wednesday with a two-pronged attack on Aleppo and the countryside around Idlib.(AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)
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            Demonstrators use firecrackers against police during a rally against the government's decision to suspend negotiations on joining the European Union for four years, outside the parliament's building in Tbilisi, Georgia, early Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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            Florida State and Florida players scuffle at midfield after an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)
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            Participants wearing traditional Krampus costumes perform during a Krampus run in Hollabrunn, Austria, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Hasidic Jewish rabbis gather for the annual group portrait outside Chabad-Lubavitch Worldwide Headquarters in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Sunday, Dec. 1 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Manchester United's Joshua Zirkzee, right, challenged by Everton's Ashley Young scores during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Everton at the Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)
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            Competitors take part in the Mass Start Men race of the ISU World Cup Speed Skating Beijing 2024 held at the National Speed Skating Oval in Beijing, Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Buffalo Bills fans sit between snow covered seats as they watch players warm up before an NFL football game between the Bills and the San Francisco 49ers in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Dec. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            A 42-meter-high candle which is an illuminated medieval tower shines in the historic city centre of Schlitz, Germany, Saturday, Nov. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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What is the Native American Church and why is peyote sacred to members?
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                    The property of the late Amada Cardenas, who was one of the first federally licensed peyote dealers, alongside her husband, to harvest and sell the sacramental plant to followers of the Native American Church, in Mirando City, Texas, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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                                        The Native American Church is considered the most widespread religious movement among the Indigenous people of North America. It holds sacred the peyote cactus, which grows naturally only in some parts of southern Texas and northern Mexico. Peyote has been used spiritually in ceremonies, and as a medicine by Native American people for millennia.
It contains several psychoactive compounds, primarily mescaline, which is a hallucinogen. Different tribes of peyote people have their own name for the cactus. While it is still a controlled substance, U.S. laws passed in 1978 and 1994 allow Native Americans to use, harvest and transport peyote. However, these laws only allow federally recognized Native American tribes to use the substance and don't apply to the broader group of Indigenous people in the US. 
The Native American Church developed into a distinct way of life around 1885 among the Kiowa and Comanche of Oklahoma. After 1891, it began to spread as far north as Canada. Now, more than 50 tribes and 400,000 people practice it. In general, the peyotist doctrine espouses belief in one supreme God who deals with humans through various spirits that then carry prayers to God. In many tribes, the peyote plant itself is a deity, personified as Peyote Spirit.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Why was the Native American Church incorporated?
The Native American Church is not one unified entity like, say, the Catholic Church. It contains a diversity of tribes, beliefs and practices. Peyote is what unifies them. After peyote was banned by U.S. government agents in 1888 and later by 15 states, Native American tribes began incorporating as individual Native American Churches in 1918. In order to preserve the peyote ceremony, the federal and state governments encouraged Native American people to organize as a church, said Darrell Red Cloud, the great-great grandson of Chief Red Cloud of the Lakota Nation and vice president of the Native American Church of North America.
In the following decades, the religion grew significantly, with several churches bringing Jesus Christ's name and image into the church so their congregations and worship would be accepted, said Steve Moore, who is non-Native and is an attorney with the Native American Rights Fund.
"Local religious leaders in communities would see the image of Jesus, a Bible or cross on the wall of the meeting house or tipi and they would hear references to Jesus in the prayers or songs," he said. "That probably helped persuade the authorities that the Native people were in the process of transformation to Christianity."

    


This persecution of peyote people continued even after the formation of the Native American Church, said Frank Dayish Jr. a former Navajo Nation vice president and chairperson for the Council of the Peyote Way of Life Coalition.
In the 1960s, there were laws prohibiting peyote in the Navajo Nation, he said. Dayish remembers a time during that period when police confiscated peyote from his church, poured gasoline on the plants and set them on fire.
"I remember my dad and other relatives went over and saved the green peyote that didn't burn," he said, adding that it took decades of lobbying until an amendment to the American Indian Religious Freedom Act in 1994 permitted members of federally recognized Native American tribes to use peyote for religious purposes.

    


How is peyote used in the Native American Church?
Peyote is the central part of a ceremony that takes place in a tipi around a crescent-shaped earthen altar mound and a sacred fire. The ceremony typically lasts all night and includes prayer, singing, the sacramental eating of peyote, water rites and spiritual contemplation.
Morgan Tosee, a member of the Comanche Nation who leads ceremonies within the Comanche Native American Church, said peyote is utilized in the context of prayer -- not smoked -- as many tend to imagine.
"When we use it, we either eat it dry or grind it up," he said. "Sometimes, we make tea out of it. But, we don't drink it like regular tea. You pray with it and take little sips, like you would take medicine."
Tosee echoes the belief that pervades the church: "If you take care of the peyote, it will take care of you."

    


"And if you believe in it, it will heal you," he said, adding that he has seen the medicine work, healing people with various ailments.
People treat the trip to harvest peyote as a pilgrimage, said Red Cloud. Typically, prayers and ceremonies take place before the pilgrimage to seek blessings for a good journey. Once they get to the peyote gardens, they would touch the ground and thank the Creator before harvesting the medicine. The partaking of peyote is also accompanied by prayer and ceremony. The mescaline in the peyote plant is viewed as God's spirit, Red Cloud said.
"Once we eat it, the sacredness of the medicine is inside of us and it opens the spiritual eye," he said. "From there, we start to see where the medicine is growing. It shows itself to us. Once we complete the harvest, we bring it back home and have another ceremony to the medicine and give thanks to the Creator."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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Man arrested in Christmas Eve attack on 2 people at Manhattan's Grand Central
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A man accused of using a knife to slash a man and a woman in Manhattan's Grand Central subway station faced assault and menacing charges Wednesday.
The man was arrested on assault, reckless endangerment, menacing, harassment, disorderly conduct and a weapons charge after the attack at 10:15 p.m. Tuesday which left a 42-year-old man with an injured wrist and a 26-year-old woman with a neck injury, police said.
Both victims were in stable condition at Bellevue Hospital after the attack and on Wednesday, police said.
It was not immediately known who will represent the man in court.
The attacks came amid heightened concerns about crime in the subways, particularly after the arrest Sunday of a man charged with setting a woman on fire on a subway car. The woman died from her injuries.
Mayor Eric Adams told reporters in Harlem that the man had suffered from a history of mental illness.

    


The New York Post reported that the woman who was slashed said she had just gotten off the No. 4 train and was heading to work when she was attacked.
The newspaper quoted her as saying that she was punched to the ground as her assailant repeatedly yelled, "what's your problem?" before he lunged at her with a small knife, cutting through her throat.




The attack came just hours after the man accused of burning a woman to death inside a New York City subway train appeared in Brooklyn criminal court to face two murder charges.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Sebastian Zapeta, 33, who federal immigration officials said is a Guatemalan citizen who entered the U.S. illegally, was not required to enter a plea and did not speak at the hearing in Brooklyn criminal court.
Zapeta, held at the city's Rikers Island jail complex, is expected back in court on Friday. So far, his lawyer has not requested bail.
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New York taxi driver hits 6 pedestrians, 3 taken to hospital, police say

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A taxicab hit six pedestrians in midtown Manhattan on Wednesday, police said, with three people -- including a 9-year-old boy -- transported to hospitals for their injuries. (AP video by Aron Ranen)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A taxicab hit six pedestrians in midtown Manhattan on Wednesday, police said, with three people -- including a 9-year-old boy -- transported to hospitals for their injuries.
A New York Police Department spokesperson said the taxi driver may have suffered a medical episode, but that the investigation had yet to confirm that.
Two people, including the 9-year-old boy, were taken to Weill Cornell Medical Center, and one person was taken to Bellevue Hospital, the spokesperson said. The other three people who were hit by the taxi refused medical attention. All were in stable condition.
The taxi cab jumped the curb near Macy's flagship store at Herald Square around 4 p.m. and hit the pedestrians on the sidewalk, police said, adding that the driver remained at the scene.

Video footage at the scene showed a damaged yellow taxi on the sidewalk cordoned off by police tape. The car's front bumper appeared to have fallen off. The taxi was towed away later in the evening.
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Oregon house cat died after eating pet food that tested positive for bird flu
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- An Oregon house cat died after eating pet food that tested positive for bird flu, Oregon authorities said, prompting a recall of raw frozen pet food that was sold nationwide.
Northwest Naturals, a pet food company based in Portland, Oregon, said Tuesday it had voluntarily recalled one batch of its two-pound Feline Turkey Recipe raw frozen pet food after it tested positive for the virus. The product was sold through distributors in Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and Wisconsin, as well as Canada's British Columbia.
"We are confident that this cat contracted H5N1 by eating the Northwest Naturals raw and frozen pet food," Oregon Department of Agriculture State Veterinarian Dr. Ryan Scholz said in a Tuesday news release. "This cat was strictly an indoor cat; it was not exposed to the virus in its environment, and results from the genome sequencing confirmed that the virus recovered from the raw pet food and infected cat were exact matches to each other."

    


The recalled product is packaged in two-pound plastic bags with "best if used by" dates of May 21, 2026, and June 23, 2026. The company and Oregon authorities said that consumers who bought the recalled product should throw it away immediately and contact the place of purchase for a refund.




No human cases of bird flu have been linked to the incident, but those who were in contact with the cat are being monitored for flu symptoms, Oregon authorities said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
More than 60 people in eight states have been infected, with mostly mild illnesses, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, or CDC. One person in Louisiana has been hospitalized with the nation's first known severe illness caused by the virus, health officials said last week.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Oregon house cat died after eating pet food that tested positive for bird flu
    

    
    
    AP's Lisa Dwyer reports on the death of a cat after eating pet food that tested positive for bird flu.

    

So far, the CDC has confirmed one human case of bird flu in Oregon. The person was linked to a previously reported outbreak at a commercial poultry operation and fully recovered after experiencing mild illness, according to a November news release from the Oregon Health Authority. 

In late October, the U.S. Department of Agriculture announced that a pig at a backyard farm in Oregon was found to have bird flu, marking the first detection of the virus in U.S. swine. 
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Dead body found in wheel well of United plane from Chicago to Maui
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                    The United Airlines logo can be seen on a rope line at O'Hare International Airport, Tuesday, May 17, 2011. (AP Photo/Brian Kersey, File)
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                                        KAHULUI, Hawaii (AP) -- Maui police are investigating the discovery of a dead body in the wheel well of a United Airlines plane after it landed in Maui, the airline and police department said in statements on Wednesday.
The body was found in the wheel well of one of the main landing gears on flight 202, which arrived at Kahului Airport from Chicago on Tuesday, United said in an emailed statement. The airline said the wheel well of the Boeing 787-10 was only accessible from the outside of the aircraft, and that it was unclear how or when the person accessed it. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Dead body found in wheel well of United plane from Chicago to Maui
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Shelley Adler reports on a grim discovery on a plane that landed in Maui.

    

In an emailed statement, the Maui Police Department said it was "actively investigating" the discovery of the dead body.
Neither United nor the Maui Police Department shared further information.

The Associated Press called Kahului Airport on Wednesday and was directed to a public affairs officer for the state department of transportation. A spokesperson for the department said in an email that it had no additional details beyond what United had confirmed. 
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Snowy owl rescued from car grille by Minnesota woman who saved another bird hours earlier

    Snowy owl rescued from car grille by Minnesota woman who saved another bird hours earlier
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            A great gray owl and a snowy owl are being treated by experts after being rescued by a northern Minnesota woman.
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            A snowy owl rests at Annabell Whelan's home after being recovered from the grille of a car in northeastern Minnesota on Monday, Dec. 23, 2024, and before she was taken to a wildlife rescue. (AP via Annabell Whelan)
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            A snowy owl is caught in the grille of a car in northeastern Minnesota before being rescued by Annabell Whelan on Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (Annabell Whelan via AP)
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            A snowy owl rests at Annabell Whelan's home after being recovered from the grille of a car in northeastern Minnesota on Monday, Dec. 23, 2024, and before she was taken to a wildlife rescue. (Annabell Whelan via AP)
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            An injured great gray owl is seen off the side of the road in northeastern Minnesota - the first of two owls Annabell Whelan rescued on Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (Annabell Whelan via AP)
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            An injured great gray owl rests in Annabell Whelan's car after she rescued it from the side of the road in northeastern Minnesota on Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (Annabell Whelan via AP)
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                                    A great gray owl and a snowy owl are being treated by experts after being rescued by a northern Minnesota woman.
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            A snowy owl rests at Annabell Whelan's home after being recovered from the grille of a car in northeastern Minnesota on Monday, Dec. 23, 2024, and before she was taken to a wildlife rescue. (AP via Annabell Whelan)
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            A snowy owl is caught in the grille of a car in northeastern Minnesota before being rescued by Annabell Whelan on Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (Annabell Whelan via AP)
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            A snowy owl rests at Annabell Whelan's home after being recovered from the grille of a car in northeastern Minnesota on Monday, Dec. 23, 2024, and before she was taken to a wildlife rescue. (Annabell Whelan via AP)
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            An injured great gray owl rests in Annabell Whelan's car after she rescued it from the side of the road in northeastern Minnesota on Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (Annabell Whelan via AP)
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                                        Annabell Whelan woke up Tuesday and frantically checked on her holiday overnight guest -- Nowl the snowy owl, who she rescued from the grille of a car the day before. 
Whelan was out with her boyfriend's family Monday in Duluth, Minnesota, when she saw the owl "just hanging out there, literally" after car and bird had collided, she told The Associated Press. The car's owner had already called for help, but the animal rescue organization that the bird needed was closed -- so Whelan stepped in, not for the first time that day. 
Earlier Monday, Whelan found an injured great gray owl on the ground further north in Two Harbors, Minnesota. Experts at Wildwoods, a Duluth-based wildlife rehabilitation center, told her how to safely catch the bird. 
"I definitely thought that I had had my fix of owls with the first one," said Whelan, 22, a Lake Superior Zoo guest experience manager who graduated earlier this year with a biology and environmental science degree. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Snowy owl rescued from car grille by Minnesota woman who saved another bird hours earlier
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Mike Hempen reports a Minnesota woman helps two injured owls on the same day.

    


    


"I could tell he was having a hard time with one of his eyes," she said. "I kind of took my time and just sat there with him and talked quietly and was just kind of trying to coax him to trust me a little bit."




Whelan scooped the owl up in a blanket, transferred him to a dog crate in the car and dropped the great gray owl off at Wildwoods. He was sent along with another animal to the University of Minnesota's Raptor Center in St. Paul.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But the snowy owl she found hours later was in a much scarier situation, she said. 
"It was obviously a lot more trauma," she said.
Since Wildwoods had already closed for the night, Whelan wrapped Nowl in a blanket and crated her overnight in a dark, quiet room in her home -- keeping her and her cousin's curious cats and dog at bay. She named her Nowl, a play on noel. 
"I tried to prepare myself in case I woke up in the morning and she didn't make it through the night," Whelan said. But she said she cried happy tears when she saw Nowl moving and awake, bringing her to Wildwoods that morning. 

    


Nowl "is quite beaten up," Wildwoods posted on Facebook Tuesday after examining the bird. "We applied a wing wrap, gave her meds, and coordinated with The Raptor Center to get her down to them."

The rescue said people should slow down, stay alert, and call for help when they see an injured animal. The animals are terrified of people and should be quickly moved to a quiet, safe space where they can be left alone until professionals can step in, the rescue said. 
___
Fingerhut reported from Des Moines, Iowa.
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Oakland man dies in Christmas house fire after rescuing his family

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- A man in Oakland was found dead Christmas morning after his house caught on fire, officials said.

Firefighters responded around 6:15 a.m. to a residential fire in the area. A 37-year-old man had alerted his family to the fire and rescued his father and aunt as well as his brother, according to Michael Hunt, a spokesperson for the Oakland Fire Department.
The man either stayed inside or returned to gather his belongings, but may have been disoriented or affected by the smoke, Hunt said.
Firefighters were able to put out the flames in 30 minutes and found the man inside, who appeared to have died from smoke inhalation.
The cause of the fire is still under investigation but appears to be accidental, Hunt said.
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Corrections officer dies after inmate assault in Ohio prison on Christmas Day, officials say
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                                        CHILLICOTHE, Ohio (AP) -- A corrections officer died after an assault by an inmate in an Ohio prison on Christmas morning, authorities said Wednesday.
The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction said correction officer Andrew Lansing died "following an inmate assault" that morning at Ross Correctional Institution in Chillicothe.
"The loss of a staff person is difficult, but to lose a family member on Christmas Day at the hands of someone in our custody is a tragedy beyond comprehension," department director Annette Chambers-Smith said in a statement posted on the department's Facebook page.
"Instead of going home after his shift to be with his family on this holiday, Officer Lansing made the ultimate sacrifice, and our agency will never be the same," Chambers-Smith said.

No details about the alleged assault or the inmate were immediately released. The prison was said to be "operating under restricted movement" and the Ohio State Highway Patrol was investigating.

    


"The inmate suspect has been transferred to the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility," the department said.
Lansing was described as "a longtime, well-respected employee" at the prison who "was loved by his colleagues."
"He was a friendly, outgoing officer who treated everyone with respect and was always a professional," the department said.
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Boy, 4, has died after being shot inside a vehicle in South Carolina, police say
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- A 4-year-old boy has died after being shot inside a vehicle in Columbia, South Carolina, police said Wednesday. 
The shooting occurred Tuesday on Harbison Boulevard in the capital city, Columbia police said in a statement on X. A gun was recovered, while investigators were interviewing the boy's mother. 
The child later died at a local hospital, police said. Lexington County's coroner identified the boy as Jah'el E. Walker. 

Columbia police said investigators will "continue to determine how the child was fatally injured. Additional information will be released when possible."
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2 killed and another hurt in shooting outside Florida IHOP
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                                        MIRAMAR, Fla. (AP) -- Two people were killed and another was injured in a shooting outside an IHOP restaurant in South Florida on Wednesday, authorities said.
The three adults knew each other and there was no threat to the city of Miramar, said Janice McIntosh, a spokeswoman for the Miramar Police Department.
"We're not looking for any suspects at this time," McIntosh said. "We want to reassure the public that this wasn't a random act of violence."
Police officers responding to reports of shots being fired at the restaurant found the wounded in the parking lot. Paramedics took them to a nearby hospital where two of them died.

McIntosh said the police department wasn't immediately releasing details on the identities of those who were shot, the motive or the person or people who opened fire because of the investigation.
Miramar is located in southern Broward County, near Miami-Dade County.
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            People walk in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei index at a securities firm Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            People walk in front of Tokyo Stock Exchange building Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            A person runs in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei index at a securities firm Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            Lights marking the entrance to a subway station frame the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District on Monday, Dec. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Shares slipped in Tokyo and Shanghai on Wednesday, two of only a handful of world markets open on Christmas day. 
Oil prices rose. 
Japan's Nikkei 225 index edged 0.1% lower to 38,997.02, while the Shanghai Composite index lost 0.2% to 3,387.41. 
Thursday will bring a weekly update on U.S. unemployment benefits.
Also early Wednesday, U.S. benchmark crude oil was up 93 cents at $70.17 per barrel. Brent crude, the international standard, picked up 6 cents to $73.23 per barrel.
The dollar rose to 157.37 Japanese yen from 157.11 yen. The euro rose to $1.0431 from $1.0397.
On Tuesday, stocks closed higher on Wall Street in a shortened holiday session. Gains in Big Tech stocks helped the S&P 500 to a 1.1% gain, while the Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 0.9%. The Nasdaq composite climbed 1.3%. 
Advancers outnumbered decliners by more than 3-to-1 on the New York Stock Exchange.

    


Broadcom rose 3.2%, Apple gained 1.1% and Amazon closed 1.8% higher. Super Micro Computer climbed 6%.
Tesla jumped 7.4% for the biggest gains among S&P 500 stocks.
American Airlines shook off an early loss and ended with a 0.6% gain after the airline briefly grounded flights nationwide due to a technical issue. 




Elsewhere in the market, U.S. Steel rose 1.9% a day after an influential government panel failed to reach consensus on the possible national security risks of the nearly $15 billion proposed sale to Nippon Steel of Japan.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
NeueHealth surged 74.9% after the health care company agreed to be taken private in a deal valued at roughly $1.3 billion.
Tuesday's U.S. market "Santa rally" comes as the stock market enters what's historically been a very cheerful season. The last five trading days of each year, plus the first two in the new year, have brought an average gain of 1.3% since 1950. 
So far this month, the U.S. stock market has lost some of its gains since President-elect Donald Trump's win on Election Day,  which raised hopes for faster economic growth and more lax regulations that would boost corporate profits. Worries have risen that Trump's preference for tariffs and other policies could lead to higher inflation, a bigger U.S. government debt and difficulties for global trade. 

Even so, the U.S. market remains on pace to deliver strong returns for 2024. The benchmark S&P 500 is up 26.6% so far this year and remains within roughly 1% of the all-time high it set earlier this month -- its latest of 57 record highs  this year.
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            A staff member of Japan Airlines helps customers at Osaka International Airport on the outskirts of Osaka, western Japan, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024, after the airlines said it was hit by a cyberattack. (Nobuki Ito/Kyodo News via AP)
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            A staff member of Japan Airlines helps customers at the Haneda airport in Tokyo, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024, after the airlines said it was hit by a cyberattack. (Shingo Fukuma/Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan Airlines aircraft are seen at Tokyo's Haneda airport Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024, after the airlines said it was hit by a cyberattack. (Kyodo News via AP)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan Airlines said it was hit by a cyberattack Thursday, causing delays to more than 20 domestic flights but the carrier said it was able to stop the onslaught and restore its systems hours later. There was no impact on flight safety, it said. 
JAL said the problem started Thursday morning when the company's network connecting internal and external systems began malfunctioning.
The airline said it was able to identify the cause as an attack intended to overwhelm the network system with massive transmissions of data. Such attacks flood a system or network with traffic until the target cannot respond or crashes. 
The attack did not involve a virus or cause any customer data leaks, JAL said. It said that as of late morning, the cyberattack had delayed 24 domestic flights for more than 30 minutes. 
Experts have repeatedly raised concerns about the vulnerability of Japan's cybersecurity, especially as the country steps up its defense capabilities and works more closely with the United States and other partners with much tighter cyber defenses. Japan has taken steps but experts say more work is needed.

    


In June, Japan's space agency said it had suffered a series of cyberattacks since 2023, though sensitive information related to rockets, satellites and defense was not affected. It was investigating to take preventive measures. Last year, a cyberattack paralyzed operations at a container terminal at a port in the city of Nagoya for three days. 




JAL's ticket sales for both domestic and international fights scheduled for departure on Thursday were suspended temporarily but resumed several hours later.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi told a regular news conference Thursday that the transport ministry told JAL to hasten efforts to restore the system and to accommodate affected passengers.
Other Japanese airlines, including ANA Holdings, Skymark and Starflyer, were not affected.


    


Television footage showed many passengers at Tokyo's Haneda airport crowded into its terminals as the attack hit the year-end holiday travel season. Offices will close from this weekend for the New Year holidays, the biggest celebration of the year, when millions of people travel back to their hometowns from the cities. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/japan-jal-cyberattack-flights-travel-04fbd4848f3015a77057339a5c90ca32



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Travel
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Lifestyle
          
        

      

      Technology

      
        Undersea power cable linking Finland and Estonia hit by outage, prompting investigation
      

      
        Five facts about electric vehicles in 2024
      

      
        
          	
            Travel
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Lifestyle
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Undersea power cable linking Finland and Estonia hit by outage, prompting investigation

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


        

        
        
            
                    Finland's Prime Minister Petteri Orpo arrives for an EU summit at the European Council building in Brussels, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)
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                                        FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) -- A power cable linking Finland and Estonia under the Baltic Sea suffered an outage, prompting an investigation, Finnish Prime Minister Petteri Orpo said Wednesday. 
Writing on X, Orpo said that power transmission through the Estlink-2 cable stopped Wednesday and that authorities were "investigating the matter." He said the interruption would not affect electricity supplies in Finland. 
Estonian network operator Elering said there was enough spare capacity to meet power needs on the Estonian side, public broadcaster ERR said on its website. 
Authorities have been on edge about undersea infrastructure in the Baltic. Two data cables, one running between Finland and Germany, the other between Lithuania and Sweden, were severed in November. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Undersea power cable linking Finland and Estonia hit by outage, prompting investigation
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Haya Panjwani reports on an undersea power cable outage in Europe

    

Germany's defense minister said officials had to assume the incident was "sabotage," but without providing evidence or saying who might have been responsible. The remark came during a speech in which he discussed hybrid warfare threats from Russia. 

    


The Nord Stream natural gas pipelines that once brought natural gas from Russia to Germany were damaged by underwater explosions in September 2022. Authorities have termed it sabotage and launched criminal probes. 

The Estlink-2 cable was down for much of this year to repair damage from a short circuit that may have been caused by the cable's complex positioning, ERR reported. 
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            Electric vehicles had another whirlwind year around the globe, driven by buyers in China, and growth in parts of Europe and the United States, despite headwinds.
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            A sign is displayed at an electric vehicle charging station, March 8, 2024, in London, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)
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            A driver waits in their car while charging an electric vehicle at an Electrify America station, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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            A Tesla level three Electric vehicle charger is visible, Feb. 2, 2024, in Kennesaw, Ga., near Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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            Visitors look at cars at the BYD booth during the China Auto Show in Beijing, China, April 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana, File)
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            A 2023 Ford Mustang Mach-E charges, March 8, 2024, at an electric vehicle charging station in London, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Electric vehicles had another whirlwind year around the globe, driven by buyers in China, and growth in parts of Europe and the United States, despite headwinds.
In a milestone for China, the world's biggest auto market, EVs hit 50% of new car sales in July. That included pure battery EVs plus plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. Chinese companies such as BYD continue to gain traction worldwide with their inexpensive EVs.
Electric vehicles also made headway in Europe and the U.S. Uncertainty around purchase subsidies could complicate matters come 2025, especially under the incoming Trump administration in the U.S. But mainstream consumers remain interested in new models, longer driving ranges, better performance and lower prices.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The transition to electric vehicles is an important part of the shift to clean energy. Road transport accounts for around one-sixth of all global emissions from energy, according to the International Energy Agency. Widespread EV adoption could significantly address climate change. 
Here are five facts about EVs this year. Most of the data comes from consultancy Rho Motion.




How well did electric vehicles sell?
The global EV market, including pure EVs and plug-in hybrids, grew by 25% year-over-year as of November.
Rho Motion estimates 15.2 million EVs had been sold worldwide ahead of the end of the year, and the International Energy Agency expected electrified vehicle sales to reach one in five cars sold globally. Most were in China.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Where did the EV share of new cars jump the most? 
Mexico sold roughly 5 times as many EVs this year than last, mostly from Chinese powerhouse automaker BYD, according to Rho Motion.
Because China's population is so much larger, its 40% growth year-to-date translates to many more EVs than Mexico's fivefold increase.
Other areas of note are the United Kingdom, which saw a roughly 17% increase year-to-date. That's interesting to compare to France and Germany, which saw sales decline. 

    


In Turkey, the EV market grew by almost 50% year-to-date, driven by Tesla entering the market last year and Togg, a Turkish auto company, ramping up its sales.
In Norway, which for years has been in first place for share of vehicles that are electric, 90% of new cars were EVs.
What was the best-selling electric vehicle globally? In the United States?
The best-selling pure electric vehicles were the Tesla Model Y, followed by the Tesla Model 3 -- both globally and in the U.S., according to Rho Motion.
The Model Y SUV was released in 2020. Its base version today costs nearly $45,000.
The Model 3 was released in 2017. The least expensive version sells for around $42,000.
Both have been eligible for a $7,500 tax credit in the U.S.
Tesla picture changing?
Tesla's market share stood at 17% of all electric cars across the globe through October, according to Rho Motion. 
In the U.S., Tesla's market share was 49% through October. That means the company still has the biggest EV market share. But its hold is shrinking as other auto companies combined sell a growing number of electrics. For example, GM, Ford, Honda and more are offering a wider variety of EVs at lower prices and sizes and are chipping away at Tesla's longstanding lead.
Tesla remains the most valuable auto company in the world, with a market value of $1.4 trillion.

    


___
Alexa St. John is an Associated Press climate solutions reporter. Follow her on X: @alexa_stjohn. Reach her at [email protected].
___
Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/climate-electric-vehicles-china-united-states-europe-tesla-66153519ae5a37e1f6927b9f6b8e92e6



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

      Lifestyle

      
        Natural wines aren't just a category. They're a philosophy
      

      
        Edmunds: Five dream-worthy vehicles you wish you got for the holidays
      

      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Natural wines aren't just a category. They're a philosophy
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                    This image shows a variety of natural wines displayed at Theodora restaurant in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (Brian Rogers via AP)
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                                        If you are a wine lover, you may have seen, or even tried, a natural wine. They've been gaining a following for years, and the holidays could be a nice time to see what they're about.
What exactly is a natural wine? And what makes them special?
Natural wines are produced with minimal human intervention. The grapes are generally grown organically, and the winemaking process eschews additives, commercial yeasts and excessive sulfites.
Fans say it is wine in its purest form: a reflection of the grape, the terroir and the vintage. It's the way wine was made for thousands of years, before commercial wine-making existed. For these reasons, natural wine has gone beyond just a category of wine, evolving into more of a winemaking philosophy. 
But the definition of "natural wine" isn't fixed. Most are not labeled or "authenticated," so you might have to do a little investigation. (In France, some might be labeled "Vin Method Nature," a designation also adapted by the EU in 2022.) Ask your wine purveyor or sommelier to point you in the right direction. 

    


In the U.S., you might see wines referred to as Zero Zero, which refers to zero additives and zero sulfites added.




Alice Feiring is the author of six books on wine and the creator of The Feiring Line on Substack. She says that if you drink these wines regularly, you develop an instinct for identifying a natural wine: "Generally, in the mouth, the wine is more alive and open."
Natural wines' distinctiveness, for her, "includes everything from the people and soils to the bottle and glass."

    


Makers of natural wine take a very personal approach
Oenophiles attracted to natural wines appreciate the winemakers' efforts, which usually involve farming on small plots of land and limiting production. Winemakers sometimes focus on grapes indigenous to particular areas, perhaps ancestral varietals that may not be as well known or commonly used. 
Maggie Dahill is beverage director at the restaurants Miss Ada and Theodora in Brooklyn, N.Y., which have robust natural wine programs. She characterizes natural wine as "honest wine made by real people, with transparency throughout the winemaking process."
Dahill is drawn to the experimental nature and creativity, the intentionality behind the making of natural wines. She also appreciates the winemakers' attention to sustainability. 
Some natural wines might need some judiciously added sulfur to survive and be saleable, but "where there IS intervention, it's an honest and open part of the wine's story," Dahill says.
And she likes that "the lack of legal definition forces us to keep having the conversation about what a natural wine is."
Running the gamut in quality and taste

    



"Sure, some natural wines can be cloudy, funky or just plain weird, but plenty of others will be just as exceptional as premium wines made with more commercial methods," says Dahill.
Often, there is a freshness to the taste, and you might detect some slight fizz; the natural carbon dioxide remains as a natural preservative, but it dissipates with air. And natural wines are often unfiltered, giving them that cloudy appearance. 
Wines from natural producers are different every year, and might even vary bottle to bottle. For fans, this is all part of the excitement.
At Kings Country Wines, a curated wine shop in Brooklyn, a sign with a color key indicates which wines are certified organic, sustainable, biodynamic, made with minimal sulfites, and/or Natural -- with Natural defined as "Whatever that means."
A little bit of natural bubbly for New Years?

In the world of natural wines, you may come across a Pet Nat. This is a sparkling wine, short for petillant naturel. Feiring says it's most likely the first sparkling wine ever made. Wine that has not finished fermenting is bottled, trapping the carbon dioxide, which gives the sparkle. It's a far less complex process than making Champagne.
Orange wines are another category that is often considered natural. These are wines made with grapes usually used for white wine, but which are left in contact with their skins for longer during the fermentation process, giving them a distinctive color.
One way to seek out natural wines is to look on the back of the bottle for the importer's name. Feiring recommends winemakers like Selections, Jose Pastor, Louis/Dressner Selections, Coeur, and Jenny & Francois. Or look for producers who specialize in natural wine: Dahill recommends Milan Nestarec (Czechia), Strekov 1075 (Slovakia), Oriol Artigas and Vinyes Tortuga (Catalunya), and Lammidia (Italy).
Natural wine tells a story of time and place. Such a nice way to brighten up your holiday wine drinking and gift giving, and support smaller winemakers who are putting in the work!

    


___

Katie Workman writes regularly about food for The Associated Press. She has written two cookbooks focused on family-friendly cooking, "Dinner Solved!" and "The Mom 100 Cookbook." She blogs at https://themom100.com/. She can be reached at [email protected].
___
For more AP food stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/recipes.
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            This photo provided by Ram shows the 2025 Ram 1500 Rebel. It features four-wheel drive, Bilstein shock absorbers, an electronic locking rear axle, all-terrain tires and a powerful six-cylinder engine. (Courtesy of Stellantis via AP)
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            This photo provided by Ford shows the 2025 F-150 Raptor R. The Raptor R has a V8 engine and a specialized suspension that helps it stay in control when driving off-road at high speed. (Courtesy of Ford Motor Co. via AP)
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            This photo provided by Mercedes-Benz shows the 2025 S-Class. When it comes to comfort and refinement on four wheels, it really doesn't get much better than this iconic German luxury sedan. (Courtesy of Mercedes-Benz USA via AP)
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            This photo provided by Chevrolet shows the 2025 Corvette ZR1. The new ZR1 is the most powerful and fastest production Corvette ever made. (Courtesy of General Motors via AP)
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            This photo provided by Cadillac shows the Escalade-V. The Escalade is already a bold-looking SUV and the V version goes even further with giant 24-inch wheels. (Courtesy of General Motors via AP)
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            This photo provided by Lucid shows the 2025 Air. The Air is a luxury EV sedan and the Sapphire version boasts three electric motors and 1,234 horsepower. (Courtesy of Lucid Motors via AP)
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            This photo provided by Ram shows the 2025 Ram 1500 Rebel. It features four-wheel drive, Bilstein shock absorbers, an electronic locking rear axle, all-terrain tires and a powerful six-cylinder engine. (Courtesy of Stellantis via AP)
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            This photo provided by Ford shows the 2025 F-150 Raptor R. The Raptor R has a V8 engine and a specialized suspension that helps it stay in control when driving off-road at high speed. (Courtesy of Ford Motor Co. via AP)
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            This photo provided by Mercedes-Benz shows the 2025 S-Class. When it comes to comfort and refinement on four wheels, it really doesn't get much better than this iconic German luxury sedan. (Courtesy of Mercedes-Benz USA via AP)
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            This photo provided by Chevrolet shows the 2025 Corvette ZR1. The new ZR1 is the most powerful and fastest production Corvette ever made. (Courtesy of General Motors via AP)
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            This photo provided by Cadillac shows the Escalade-V. The Escalade is already a bold-looking SUV and the V version goes even further with giant 24-inch wheels. (Courtesy of General Motors via AP)
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            This photo provided by Lucid shows the 2025 Air. The Air is a luxury EV sedan and the Sapphire version boasts three electric motors and 1,234 horsepower. (Courtesy of Lucid Motors via AP)
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                                        Just about everyone dreams about cars they wish they could own, and there's no better time than the holidays to make a list of vehicles you'd love to have in your driveway. The car pros at Edmunds rounded up five of their favorite dream-worthy vehicles. But rather than just list the most outlandish and expensive exotics, they focused on highlighting models that are expensive but not so pricey that it'd be completely unrealistic for you to own one one day. The vehicles are ordered in ascending order of price and include destination fees.

    


Ford F-150 Raptor R
Off-road trucks look fantastic and are extremely capable. What truck enthusiast wouldn't have one topping their wish list? The king of the hill for 2025 is the F-150 Raptor R. The regular Raptor is already impressive, and the R takes it to the next level with a bonkers 720-horsepower supercharged 5.2-liter V8 engine, upgraded Fox dual-value shock absorbers, and massive 37-inch all-terrain tires. An R-specific grille and hood are also part of the R's upgrades. 
Thankfully, the Raptor R isn't all bark and bite. It also has plenty of features to make it a livable truck for daily driving. Standard features include leather upholstery, cooling front seats, a premium sound system, and a surround-view camera to help make this big truck easier to park.
Starting Price: $112,825

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Mercedes-Benz S-Class
Few sedans can match the Mercedes-Benz S-Class for opulence, luxury and prestige. This grand sedan showcases nearly every luxury, technology and performance innovation that Mercedes-Benz has concocted. Everything you touch inside is likely covered in leather, heated, or bathed in disco-worthy ambient light. 
A novel could be written about all of the S-Class' luxury and comfort features, but one of the most notable is the E-Active Body Control system. It scans the road surface ahead and adjusts the suspension to deliver the best ride possible. The S-Class also boasts an extensive list of advanced safety features and has an augmented reality head-up display that projects images that appear to float in front of the car. For the ultimate S-Class, get the 791-horsepower AMG S 63 E Performance model. 
Starting Price: $118,900

    


Chevrolet Corvette ZR1
Who needs a European exotic car when the Corvette ZR1 is just as capable? A sports car fanatic's wish list wouldn't be right without the ZR1. The new Corvette hit a record-setting top speed of 233 mph, making it the fastest car ever built by an American automaker and the fastest current production car priced under $1 million, according to Chevrolet. 
The top speed record was possible thanks to the ZR1's turbocharged 5.5-liter V8 engine that cranks out a staggering 1,064 horsepower. Its carbon-fiber aero package kept it glued to the track by generating over 1,200 pounds of downforce at top speed. Chevrolet also says the ZR1 can accelerate through the quarter mile in less than 10 seconds. We expect the Corvette ZR1 to go on sale in early 2025. 
Estimated starting price: $150,000

    


Cadillac Escalade-V 
Does your wish list include a big and powerful SUV? If it does, the Escalade-V should top it. The big Caddy roars like a muscle car thanks to its supercharged 6.2-liter V8 that churns out 682 horsepower and helps it hit 60 mph in just 4.4 seconds. The Escalade-V also boasts enormous 24-inch wheels and large Brembo brakes that help bring the three-ton SUV to a stop. 
But the Escalade-V isn't only about brute power. It also has three rows of seating, plenty of cargo space and offers impressive tech like Super Cruise, a hands-free highway driving system, and an enormous 55-inch curved display that spans the dashboard. 
Starting Price: $161,990
Lucid Air Sapphire 
What if we told you there was a car that could outpace almost anything on a drag strip, keep up with high-end sports cars on a racetrack, and be comfortable enough for daily errands? Well, if that sounds amazing, add the Air Sapphire to your dream list. 
The Air Sapphire is a high-performance electric luxury sedan made by Lucid, an electric vehicle startup. It's one of the most powerful production cars in the world, producing an astonishing 1,234 horsepower from its three electric motors. Lucid says it has a top speed of 205 mph and can rocket to 60 mph in a mind-numbing 1.9 seconds. You can adjust the vehicle's setting for exceptional track performance or simply provide a comfortable ride around town. 
Starting price: $250,500

    


Edmunds says

Even if you can't afford any of these vehicles, you can still picture one sitting in your driveway or imagine yourself cruising around town in it. And who knows, maybe holiday magic will give you the opportunity to own one in the future. 
____
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds.
Michael Cantu is a contributor at Edmunds. 
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- The Russian operator of a cargo ship that sank in the Mediterranean Sea between Spain and Algeria said Thursday that it had been hit by a series of explosions in an act of sabotage.
Oboronlogistica, a state-controlled company that operated the Ursa Major freighter, said it was wrecked by three powerful explosions just above the water line in what it described as a "terrorist attack" that caused it to sink. 
It said in a statement carried by Russia's state RIA Novosti news agency that the explosions left a hole in the ship's starboard and filled the engine room with acrid smoke, hampering the crew's attempts to access it. The company added that the damage to the engine room made it impossible to activate pumps and keep the ship afloat.
The company's claims couldn't be independently verified.
Fourteen of the Ursa Major's crew were rescued uninjured from a lifeboat and transferred to Spain, and two others have remained missing.

    


The company said the ship, one of Russia's largest cargo ships, had sailed from St. Petersburg and was carrying two heavy cranes and other equipment to the port of Vladivostok on Russia's far eastern coast.




Oboronlogistika, a Russian shipping and logistics company that was established under Russia's defense ministry, has been targeted by U.S. and European Union sanctions for its ties to Russia's military.

While global warming has made the Northern Sea Route via Russia's Arctic increasingly accessible year-round, most ships still have to choose the southern route in winter.
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Japan to maximize nuclear power in clean-energy push as electricity demand grows

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


        

        
        
            
                    The Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, damaged by a massive March 11, 2011, earthquake and tsunami, is seen from the nearby Ukedo fishing port in Namie town, northeastern Japan, Thursday, Aug. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- A government-commissioned panel of experts on Wednesday largely supported Japan's new energy policy for the next few years that calls for bolstering renewables up to half of electricity needs by 2040 while maximizing the use of nuclear power as the country seeks to accommodate the growing power demand in the era of AI while meeting decarbonization targets.
The Industry Ministry presented the draft plan for final review by the panel of 16 mostly pro-nuclear members from business, academia and civil groups. It calls for maximizing the use of nuclear energy, reversing a phaseout policy adopted after the meltdown crisis at the Fukushima Daiichi power plant in 2011 that led to extensive displacement of residents and lingering anti-nuclear sentiment.
The plan is due to receive Cabinet approval by March after a period of consultation and will then replace the current energy policy, which dates from 2021. The new proposal says nuclear energy should account for 20% of Japan's energy supply in 2040, up from just 8.5% last year, while expanding renewables to 40-50% from 22.9% and reducing coal-fired power to 30-40% from nearly 70% last year.

    


The current plan set a 20-22% target for nuclear energy, 36-38% for renewables and 41% for fossil fuel, for 2030.




Demand for low-carbon energy, such as renewables and nuclear, is growing because of the demand from data centers using AI and semiconductor factories around the country.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Industry Minister Yoji Muto, who attended Wednesday's panel meeting, said Japan must strengthen its energy security by not relying too much on a single source. 
"How we can secure decarbonized energy determines Japan's future growth," Muto said. "It's time to stop discussing a choice between renewable energy and nuclear power. We should maximize the use of both renewables and nuclear."
Japan has set a goal of achieving net zero emissions of climate-warming gases by 2050, and a 73% reduction by 2040 compared to 2013 levels.

    


The draft energy plan places renewables as the main power source and calls for development of next-generation energy source, such as solar batteries and portable solar panels.
It outlines a number of risk scenarios, including a possibility of less-than-expected investment and cost reduction in renewables. However, some experts said the plan lacked a feasibility outlook for 2040 or a roadmap for the phaseout of fossil fuels. 
The plan also calls for acceleration of the restarts of reactors that meet the post-Fukushima safety standards, and proposes construction of next-generation reactors -- at plants where existing reactors are being decommissioned.
Still, to achieve the 20% target, all 33 workable reactors in Japan must be back online, with only 14 back in service after the Fukushima disaster. Given the current pace of safety checks by the nuclear regulation authority, experts say meeting the target would be difficult.

Despite criticisms and skepticism about its feasibility, Japan still sticks to its pursuit of developing advanced reactors and a struggling spent fuel reprocessing program to achieve a complete nuclear fuel cycle.
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Average rate on a 30-year mortgage climbs to 6.85%, highest since July, as bond yields keep rising
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                    A for sale sign stands outside a residence in Wheeling, Ill., Monday, Dec. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The average rate on a 30-year mortgage in the U.S. rose for the second week in a row to its highest level since mid-July, reflecting a recent jump in the bond yields that lenders use as a guide to price home loans.
The rate rose to 6.85% from 6.72% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. One year ago, the rate on a 30-year mortgage averaged 6.61%.
The average rate on a 30-year mortgage is now the highest it's been since the week of July 11, when it was at 6.89%. It dipped as low as 6.08% in September -- a 2-year low -- and as high as 7.22% in May,
Most economists forecast the average rate on a 30-year mortgage to remain above 6% next year, with some including an upper range as high as 6.8%. That range would be largely in line with where rates have hovered this year. 
Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages, popular with homeowners seeking to refinance their home loan at a lower rate, also rose this week. The average rate increased to 6% from 5.92% last week. A year ago, it averaged 5.93%, Freddie Mac said.

    


Elevated mortgage rates and rising home prices have kept homeownership out of reach of many would-be homebuyers. While sales of previously occupied U.S. homes rose in November for the second straight month, the housing market remains in a slump and on track for its worst year since 1995.




Mortgage rates are influenced by several factors, including the moves in the yield on U.S. 10-year Treasury bonds.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Bond yields climbed last week after the Federal Reserve signaled that it will likely deliver fewer cuts to rates next year than it forecast just a few months ago. While the central bank doesn't set mortgage rates, its actions and the trajectory of inflation influence the moves in the 10-year Treasury yield.

The biggest wildcard for mortgage rates next year is whether President-elect Donald Trump's policy initiatives will contribute to higher inflation and swell the national debt, which could keep mortgage rates elevated. That's because what happens with inflation, the U.S. deficit and the economy can have an effect on the 10-year Treasury yield.
The yield, which was below 3.7% as recently as September, was at 4.61% in midday trading Thursday.
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Turkey's central bank lowers key interest rate to 47.5%

    Turkey's central bank lowers key interest rate to 47.5%
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            A man carries goods at Eminonu commercial area, in Istanbul, Turkey, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024 as Turkey's central bank lowered its key interest rate by 2.5 percentage points to 47.5% carrying out its first rate cut in nearly two years as it tries to control soaring inflation. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            A seller attends to a man, next to a currency exchange shop at Eminonu commercial area, in Istanbul, Turkey, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024, as Turkey's central bank lowered its key interest rate by 2.5 percentage points to 47.5% carrying out its first rate cut in nearly two years as it tries to control soaring inflation. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            People buy food outside the Egyptian market at Eminonu commercial area, in Istanbul, Turkey, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024, as Turkey's central bank lowered its key interest rate by 2.5 percentage points to 47.5% carrying out its first rate cut in nearly two years as it tries to control soaring inflation. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            A seller attends to a man, next to a currency exchange shop at Eminonu commercial area, in Istanbul, Turkey, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024, as Turkey's central bank lowered its key interest rate by 2.5 percentage points to 47.5% carrying out its first rate cut in nearly two years as it tries to control soaring inflation. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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                                        ANKARA, Turkey (AP) -- Turkey's central bank lowered its key interest rate by 2.5 percentage points to 47.5% on Thursday, carrying out its first rate cut in nearly two years as it tries to control soaring inflation.
Citing slowing inflation, the bank's Monetary Policy Committee said it was reducing its one-week repo rate to 47.5% from the current 50%.
The committee said in a statement that the overall inflation trend was "flat" in November and that indicators suggest it is likely to decline in December. Demand within the country was slowing, helping to reduce inflation, it said.
Inflation in Turkey surged in recent years due to declining foreign reserves and President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's unconventional economic policy of lowering rates as a way to tame inflation -- which he later abandoned.
Inflation stood at 47% in November, after having peaked at 85% in late 2022, although independent economists say the real rate is much higher than the official figures.

    


Most economists argue that higher interest rates help control inflation, but the Turkish leader had fired central bank governors for failing to fall in line with his previous rate-cutting policies.





Following a return to more conventional policies under a new economic team, the central bank raised interest rates from 8.5% to 50% between May 2023 and March 2024. The bank had kept rates steady at 50% until Thursday's rate cut.
The high inflation has left many households struggling to afford basic goods, such as food and housing.
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China raises its estimate for the size of its economy in 2023
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                    Workers refurbish an overhead pedestrian bridge in Shanghai, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- China's economy grew a bit more in 2023 than earlier thought, but the revision has not affected forecasts for "about 5%" growth in the GDP this year, the government said Thursday. 
The estimate for total economic activity, or GDP, in 2023 for the world's second largest economy was increased by about 2.7% to 129.4 trillion yuan ($17.7 trillion), based on an economic census conducted once every five years. Earlier this year, the government said the GDP in 2023 was 126.06 trillion yuan. 
The exact impact on China's annual economic growth in 2023 was not given. Officials said further details would be released later. The economy grew at a 5.2% annual pace in 2023, according to the earlier estimate, up from 3% in 2022.
The size of the U.S. economy in 2023 was $27.36 trillion.
The economic census included years when the COVID-19 pandemic was causing severe disruptions to business activity, travel and ordinary activities in China. The economy is still recovering from those shocks and from a severe downturn in the housing market that followed a crackdown on excessive borrowing by property developers.

    


The government has stepped up measures to counter the slowdown in consumer spending and business investment, pledging again this week to step up spending and issue more bonds to finance support from local governments that are suffering partly due to the property crisis. 




Such efforts are helping, the World Bank said in a report Thursday. It lifted its estimate for China's growth this year to 4.9% from its forecast in June of 4.8%. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The World Bank's update for China's annual growth next year was raised to 4.5% from an earlier 4.1%, but it still shows growth slowing in coming years. The forecast for 2026 is for the economy to expand at a 4% pace. 
Weakness in the property sector remains a drag on growth, and people whose houses have lost value will remain reluctant to spend much. That will keep inflation low, the report said, at 0.4% for this year, rising to 1.1% in 2025. 

    


It noted that while moves to boost demand by cutting mortgage down payments and interest rates, funding affordable housing projects and subsidizing recycling programs for cars and appliances are supporting demand, such measures won't do enough to restore growth to higher levels. 
The risk of higher tariffs on Chinese exports to the U.S. once President-elect Donald Trump takes office and other limits on trade are other potential threats to the economy given China's growing reliance on exports to help drive growth.

The World Bank reiterated its calls for China to improve its social safety net and to help redress widening inequality to help provide a firmer economic footing for the hundreds of millions of its people who are either low income or part of what it calls the "vulnerable middle class," and are at risk of falling back into poverty. 
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            A model poses near the BYD Song L EV car during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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            The BYD logo is photographed at the Paris Auto Show in Paris, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- A spokesperson for Chinese automaker BYD has objected to reports about poor conditions at a construction site in Brazil where it is building a factory, saying the allegations were aimed at "smearing" China and Chinese brands. 
Earlier in the week, a task force led by Brazilian prosecutors said it had rescued 163 Chinese nationals it said were working in "slavery-like" conditions at the site. A video from the Labor Prosecutor's Office of dorms housing the workers showed beds with no mattresses and rudimentary cooking facilities. 
A BYD spokesperson, Li Yunfei, vehemently objected in a statement posted Thursday on his Weibo social media site. 
"In the matter of smearing Chinese brands, smearing China, and attempting to undermine the friendship between China and Brazil, we have seen how relevant foreign forces maliciously associate and deliberately smear," it said, also criticizing media reports about the situation. 

    


BYD, which stands for Build Your Dreams, is one of the world's largest producers of electric cars. The company said on Monday night that it would "immediately terminate the contract" with a contractor building the factory, the Jinjiang Group, and was "studying other appropriate measures."




BYD said that the Jinjiang workers would be housed in nearby hotels for the time being, and would not suffer from the decision to stop work at the site. The company said that over the past few weeks it had been changing working conditions at the construction site and had told its contractors that "adjustments" had to be made.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Li's Weibo post also included what it said was a "declaration" from the Chinese workers at the site, imprinted with red thumbprints of the men, who were shown in a video sitting together in a room.
The video showed one of workers reading out a statement saying the reports of the poor and "slave-like" conditions had violated their human rights and that the problems were the result of misunderstandings.

    


"We cherish this work and want to stay and work here," he said. When he finished, the workers applauded. 
Prosecutors said the sanitary situation at BYD's site was especially bad, with only one toilet for every 31 workers, forcing them to wake up at 4 a.m. to line up to be ready to leave for work at 5:30 a.m.
Under Brazilian law, slavery-like conditions are characterized by submission to forced labor or exhausting working hours, subjection to degrading working conditions and restriction of the worker's freedom of movement.
Apart from living conditions for the workers, Brazilian officials said Jinjiang Construction Brazil had confiscated their passports and withheld 60% of their wages. Those who quit would be forced to pay the company for their airfare from China, and for their return ticket, the labor office said in a statement.
The workers' statement said the passports had been taken to allow the company to process work permits and other procedures that they could not manage on their own due to language difficulties. 
Jinjiang Construction Brazil said in a statement that it had been "frequently and intensively inspected by the local labor department in Brazil."

    


It said that due to cultural differences, problems with translation and understanding, "much of the information released by the labor department was inaccurate, especially statements saying the Jinjiang workers were 'enslaved' and 'rescued,' which is completely inconsistent with the facts."
It said its workers were willing to speak with media about the situation. 

Living conditions for migrant construction workers can be quite spartan in many parts of the developing world, and such labor often involves contracts that require workers to pay back large sums of money used to secure the jobs, despite laws prohibiting such arrangements. 
___
AP researcher Yu Bing contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/china-brazil-byd-labor-autos-e45ed5a620896b321388361bf92f77c7



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Science
          
        

      

      Health

      
        A survivor of the worst gang attack on Haitian journalists says colleagues were cut down by bullets
      

      
        
          	
            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Science
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A survivor of the worst gang attack on Haitian journalists says colleagues were cut down by bullets

    A survivor of the worst gang attack on Haitian journalists says colleagues were cut down by bullets

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 11 | 
            Wounded journalists in bloodied clothes waited for help on the floor of Haiti's General Hospital after it was attacked by gangs a day before Christmas Day. Photographer Jean Feguens Regala, who was inside the hospital in Port-au-Prince on Tuesday, recounts his experience during the attack that killed two reporters and wounded several others. (AP video by Pierre Luxama)
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            Journalists lie wounded after being shot by armed gangs at the general hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Dieugo Andre)
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            The wife of a journalist, who was shot during an armed gang attack on the General Hospital, cries as an ambulance arrives with his body, at a different hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            A journalist helps wounded journalists who were shot by armed gangs at the General Hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean Feguens Regala)
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            A wounded security officer looks on after being shot by armed gangs at the General Hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean Feguens Regala)
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            Medics inspect an ambulance of wounded people, shot by armed gangs at the General Hospital, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            The wife of a journalist, who was shot during an armed gang attack on the General Hospital, cries as an ambulance arrives with his body, at a different hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Journalists climb up a wall to take cover from gunfire, after being shot at by armed gangs at the General Hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean Feguens Regala)
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            A wounded journalist talks on the phone after being shot by armed gangs at the General Hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean Feguens Regala)
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            Journalists sit wounded after being shot by armed gangs at the General Hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean Feguens Regala)
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            People help a wounded journalist who was shot by armed gangs at the General Hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean Feguens Regala)
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            The wife of a journalist, who was shot during an armed gang attack on the General Hospital, cries as an ambulance arrives with his body, at a different hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Journalists sit wounded after being shot by armed gangs at the General Hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean Feguens Regala)
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            People help a wounded journalist who was shot by armed gangs at the General Hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean Feguens Regala)
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                                        PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) -- A survivor of the worst gang attack on Haitian journalists in recent memory described Wednesday seeing colleagues cut down by bullets and reporters with head and chest wounds going an hour or more without help. 
Two reporters and one police officer died in Tuesday's attack at the reopening of Port-au-Prince's biggest public hospital. Seven journalists covering the event were wounded.
"Some were hit in the chest," photographer Jean Fregens Regala recalled. "Some of the journalists had part of their face destroyed, some were shot in the mouth, or the head."
Members of the Viv Ansanm coalition of street gangs, which has taken control of much of Port-au-Prince, had surrounded the hospital and opened fire through a metal gate. The gangs later said they were angry the government had announced the re-opening of the hospital without their permission.

    


Video from inside at the time of the attack shows a metal gate outside the hospital buckling under a hail of gunfire, as reporters scrambled to try to get inside the building.
"All the journalists started moving to go inside the hospital because we heard that the gunfire was getting close to us," recalled Regala. "I was hiding behind by the gate to put myself somewhere safe but other journalists were rushing to go inside the hospital and there was non-stop shooting."




Regala survived only because he remained sheltered behind a concrete guardhouse next to the gate. "If I had rushed and ran, or ran inside the hospital to hide, I am sure I would among the victims." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We began calling for help, for just aid, for the victims that were bleeding heavily," he said. "There was no doctor or nurse around."
"While the hospital was about to reopen, it had no medical supplies available for giving first aid to the journalist victims and the other victims," Regala said, adding that since they couldn't find any gloves they used plastic bags on their hands as substitutes.

    


Nor did the health minister show up. The area is so dangerous that when police finally responded to the journalists' calls for help after about two hours, they had to come in with a ladder over a wall from the nearby National Police because the gangs controlled most of the streets.
"These people spent more than an hour losing blood," Regala said.
The Haitian Association of Journalists issued a statement Tuesday calling on the country's barely functioning government not to put the lives of reporters -- or the public -- at risk with such events.
The association called for "authorities to act prudently in their rush to make decisions, to avoid exposing to danger the journalists and others who accompany them at their events."
Regala said it was clear as soon as they arrived that the area around the hospital was unsafe. 
"The fact that the minister of health invited us, you feel that preparations have been made already," he said. "When we made contact with a police unit, the police told us, they were not aware of the event, of the reopening of the hospital."

    


The government had no immediate response to the complaints. Meanwhile, the seven wounded journalists were taken to another hospital.
 "I send my sympathies to the people who were victims, the national police and the journalists," Haiti's interim president, Leslie Voltaire, said in an address to the nation Tuesday. 
Street gangs have taken over an estimated 85% of Port-au-Prince and have also targeted the main international airport and Haiti's two largest prisons.
Johnson "Izo" Andre, considered Haiti's most powerful gang leader and part of the Viv Ansanm group of gangs, posted a video on social media Tuesday claiming responsibility for the attack. 
The video said the gang coalition had not authorized the hospital's reopening.
Haiti has seen journalists targeted before. In 2023, two local journalists were killed in the space of a couple of weeks -- radio reporter Dumesky Kersaint was fatally shot in mid-April that year, while journalist Ricot Jean was found dead later that month.
In July, former Prime Minister Garry Conille visited the Hospital of the State University of Haiti, more widely known as the General Hospital, after authorities regained control of it from gangs.

    


The hospital had been left ravaged and strewn with debris. Walls and nearby buildings were riddled with bullet holes, signaling fights between police and gangs. On Tuesday, Regala said workers were only just painting and cleaning the hospital.

Gang attacks have pushed Haiti's health system to the brink of collapse, looting, setting fires and destroying medical institutions and pharmacies in the capital. The violence has created a surge in patients and a shortage of resources to treat them.
Regala said he will ignore his family's pleas to get out of journalism. 
"The work needs to continue, to make sure the population is kept informed," he said.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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