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      Breaking News

      
        Azerbaijan plane 'downed by Russian air defence'
        BAKU, Azerbaijan - An Azerbaijan Airlines flight that crashed in Kazakhstan on Wednesday was downed by a Russian air defence system, four sources in Azerbaijan with knowledge of the investigation have told Reuters.

      

      
        Public urged to make disaster readiness 'a habit'
        People in Thailand should make disaster preparedness a habit to prevent massive casualties in the future, like those caused by the 2004 tsunami, says the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

      

      
        Political reporters bemoan lack of rising stars
        For a third consecutive year, no Thai parliamentarian has been named as a rising star by the media people who cover politics, who say no one has proved worthy of such credit.

      

      
        Forex-3D scammers get nearly 50,000 years each
        The Criminal Court on Thursday handed down prison terms totalling 49,125 years each to three men in the multi-billion-baht Forex-3D Ponzi scheme, while acquitting four others, including Thai celebrities "DJ Man" and singer Baitoey.

      

      
        More than 10,000 Spain-bound migrants lost at sea in 2024
        MADRID - At least 10,457 migrants died or disappeared while trying to reach Spain by sea in 2024, a non-governmental organisation said on Thursday, nearly 60% more than last year and the most since it began keeping a tally in 2007.

      

      
        14 Syrian police killed as unrest spreads
        DAMASCUS - Syria's new authorities on Thursday launched a security crackdown in a coastal region where 14 policemen were killed, vowing to pursue "remnants" of the ousted Bashar al-Assad government accused of the attack, state media reported.

      

      
        Andaman provinces mark tsunami's 20th anniversary
        People in provinces along Thailand's Andaman coast held remembrance events on Thursday to mark the 20th anniversary of the 2004 tsunami that killed 230,000 people across Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Thailand and nine other countries.

      

      
        Taiwan stages first-ever tabletop war games
        TAIPEI - The Presidential Office in Taiwan has conducted its first-ever tabletop exercise simulating a military escalation with China, say officials briefed on the matter, at a time when the island is facing renewed Chinese military threats.

      

      
        Bangkok bans New Year fireworks in all but 14 spots
        The Bangkok Metropolitan Authority (BMA) has issued a ban on fireworks, floating lanterns and related items to celebrate the New Year countdown without permission.

      

      
        Cambodian opposition politician jailed for incitement
        PHNOM PENH - A Cambodian opposition politician was sentenced on Thursday to two years in jail and banned from elections for inciting social unrest, his lawyer said, the latest in a series of cases that activists say are attempts to silence government critics.

      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Top Stories
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Azerbaijan plane 'downed by Russian air defence'                

                Passenger plane had flown over area targeted by Ukraine drones before crashing in Kazakhstan, killing 38
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                                BAKU, Azerbaijan - An Azerbaijan Airlines flight that crashed in Kazakhstan on Wednesday was downed by a Russian air defence system, four sources in Azerbaijan with knowledge of the investigation have told Reuters.
The Embraer passenger jet crashed near the city of Aktau in Kazakhstan on Wednesday, killing 38 people, after diverting from an area of Russia in which Moscow has used air defence systems against Ukrainian drone strikes in recent months.

Azerbaijan Airlines flight J2-8243 had flown hundreds of miles off its scheduled route from Baku in Azerbaijan to Grozny, in the Chechnya region of Russia, and crashed on the opposite shore of the Caspian Sea, after what the Russian aviation regulator said was an emergency that may have been caused by a bird strike.

Officials did not immediately explain why it had crossed the sea, but the crash came after Ukrainian drone strikes this month hit Chechnya in southern Russia. The nearest Russian airport on the plane's flight path was closed on Wednesday morning.

Caliber, a news website backed by the Azerbaijan government, said the plane was struck by a Russian air defence weapon while approaching Grozny. As a result of the use of electronic warfare systems by the Russians, the aircraft's communication system was paralysed, the website reported. 

Azerbaijan's presidential office and the country's Foreign Ministry did not immediately provide a comment when reached by phone. Russia's defence ministry did not immediately reply to a request for comment.  

Russian, Azerbaijani and Kazakhstani officials have all called for investigations into the crash.

The Kremlin on Thursday cautioned against "hypotheses" over the crash.

"It would be wrong to make any hypotheses before the investigation's conclusions," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters.

NATO on Thursday called for a full investigation into the cause of the crash.

"Our thoughts and prayers are with the families and victims of Azerbaijan Airlines flight J2-8243," NATO spokesperson Farah Dakhlallah said in a post on X.

"We wish those injured in the crash a speedy recovery and call for a full investigation."

Russian military expert Yury Podolyaka said holes seen in the wreckage of the plane were similar to the damage caused by an "anti-aircraft missile system".

"Everything points to that," he wrote.

A former expert at the French air accident investigation agency also said there appeared to be "a lot of shrapnel" damage on the wreckage.

Speaking to AFP on condition of anonymity, he said the damage was "reminiscent" of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17, which was downed with a surface-to-air missile by Russia-backed rebels over eastern Ukraine in 2014.

Azerbaijan Airlines initially said the plane flew through a flock of birds before withdrawing the statement.

The airline said there were 62 passengers and five crew members on board. Kazakh officials said 38 people had been killed and there were 29 survivors, including three children.

Eleven of the injured are in intensive care, the Kazakh health ministry said. The Azerbaijan state news agency Azertac reported that 12 of the survivors were being flown to Azerbaijan.

A plane carrying nine injured Russian nationals arrived at Zhukovsky airport in the Moscow region on Thursday, Russia's emergency situations ministry said.
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                  Public urged to make disaster readiness 'a habit'                

                UN Development Programme says Thailand has made great strides since tsunami but more can be done
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                                People in Thailand should make disaster preparedness a habit to prevent massive casualties in the future, like those caused by the 2004 tsunami, says the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).
Thailand has made great progress on tsunami preparedness, but disaster preparedness should become a routine habit to ensure people are safe if a tsunami happens again, according to Niamh Collier-Smith, the UNDP resident representative in Thailand.

At 7.58am on Dec 26, 2004, a 9.1-magnitude earthquake occurred off the coast of Aceh province in Indonesia, sending giant waves into the coastlines of Indonesia, Thailand and 12 other countries along the Indian Ocean, causing 227,898 deaths.

In Thailand, the tsunami hit six provinces along the Andaman coast (Krabi, Phuket, Phangnga, Ranong, Trang and Satun), leading to 5,395 deaths.

The 2004 tsunami provided an important lesson to humanity, that preparedness is a key to survival, Ms Collier-Smith said at an event held on Thursday in Khao Lak, Phangnga to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the tragedy.

People at that time did not know what to do, or what was happening, because they had never experienced a tsunami before, she said. So, people were not ready to respond promptly.

"Now, 20 years have passed and numerous steps have been taken that make us stronger when disaster strikes us again," she added.

An early warning system remains a necessity, she said, while regular evacuation drills are also needed to ensure a prompt response.

"Also, it is important to have community engagement to ensure that no one is left behind when a disaster strikes, particularly people with disabilities, the elderly or those who have less physical mobility," she added.

She also noted the 2004 tsunami has taught people about the importance of having the right communication tools and data sharing between countries and regions.

"Yet it is even more necessary to ensure effective communication between the government and affected communities, as well as among affected communities themselves," she added.

She praised Thailand for making significant strides over the past 20 years in ensuring the safety of coastal communities which are prone to tsunamis, while ensuring its coastline remains a top global tourist destination.

"Tsunami drills must become a habit to ensure people are ready to cope with the next disaster, the way safety demonstrations are normalised on aircraft. I do not think any country has reached that point yet," she added.

Deputy Interior Minister Sabeeda Thaised said the tsunami was an urgent warning for Thailand to develop active risk and disaster management policies, which focus on preparedness, prevention and mitigation of large-scale disasters.

The government, she said, would continue to prioritise disaster management research and knowledge-sharing, both domestically and internationally, and adapting that knowledge to the Thai context.

"Thailand remains committed to enhancing disaster preparedness and establishing systematic efficient and holistic disaster management mechanisms. We strive to contribute to regional and global safety and resilience efforts," she added.
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                But old soldier Prawit Wongsuwon and opposition MP Tisana Choonhavan dismissed as fallen stars
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                                For a third consecutive year, no Thai parliamentarian has been named as a rising star by the media people who cover politics, who say no one has proved worthy of such credit.
However, Palang Pracharath Party leader Gen Prawit Wongsuwon and Tisana Choonhavan, a People's Party MP, have both been dubbed fallen stars, or has-beens.

In a year-end tradition, parliamentary correspondents come together each year to pick nicknames for lawmakers when referring to their achievements, failures or controversies.

Gen Prawit, a former deputy prime minister and an influential figure in the former Prayut Chan-o-cha regime, is viewed as a political has-been due to his poor performance as a lawmaker and failures as leader of Palang Pracharath, the reporters say.

The 79-year-old former army chief is in frail health and rarely attends House sittings, to the point where he gave up his six-figure monthly salary after public criticism of his absences.

Despite being a part of the subsequent Srettha Thavisin coalition government, Palang Pracharath failed to secure its cabinet quota.

In the current Paetongtarn Shinawatra administration, the quota was awarded instead to the group of 20 MPs who broke ranks with the party.

Gen Prawit also had to let them defect to the Klatham Party.

Ms Tisana, a granddaughter of the late prime minister Chatichai Choonhavan, arrived in parliament with high expectations.

However, she shocked attendees at one parliamentary debate by citing incorrect statistics repeatedly to support her point, and not appearing to realise she had made a mistake.

Her call for the government to acknowledge Myanmar refugees' status in Thailand, which was supposed to demonstrate her pro-human rights stance, ended up with her and the People's Party being lambasted on social media by critics.

Among other nicknames awarded this year was the "Thengteng" moniker given to Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, the opposition leader and chief of the People's Party.

Thengteng is a Thai adverb for floating aimlessly, a reference to his understated leadership since the creation of the People's Party after its precursor, Move Forward, was dissolved.

As opposed to former Move Forward leader Pita Limjaroenrat, whose portrait is still being used for canvassing in local election campaigns, Mr Natthaphong, whose real nickname is Theng, is far less popular and has failed to show strong leadership in parliament.

The "quote of the year", meanwhile, was "[We] will make Thai people prosper and be honoured" which was delivered during the 2023 election campaign by Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, say reporters.

The quote has achieved a new life on as a cruel joke on social media any time people complain about the not-so-good economic situation.
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                Two Thai celebrities among four acquitted in high-profile Ponzi scheme trial
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                                The Criminal Court on Thursday handed down prison terms totalling 49,125 years each to three men in the multi-billion-baht Forex-3D Ponzi scheme, while acquitting four others, including Thai celebrities "DJ Man" and singer Baitoey.
The fraud case involved seven defendants in all: Singaporean Daryl Cai Yonghui; Pattanapon "DJ Man" Kunjara; Suteewan "Baitoey" Thaweesin; Chatchai "Sue" Khotchathin; Theeraphassakorn "Mark" Kimwangtako; Suranart Nakmusik; and Ayuwat Chaimethanarakul. 

They were indicted on charges of colluding in obtaining loans to defraud, public fraud and inputting false information into a computer system related to the Forex-3D scheme. 

Prosecutors said that between Nov 25, 2015 and Sept 8, 2020, the defendants invited people through Facebook to invest in the Forex-3D foreign exchange group, with 9,824 people investing a total of 2.49 billion baht.

Mr Cai is the husband of the well-known model Sarah Casinghini. Singer Suteewan divorced Pattanapon on Aug 26 this year. 

Ms Sutheewan was the only defendant who was released on  bail, after posting 5 million baht and agreeing to wear an electronic monitoring bracelet.

After examining the evidence, the court found that while Mr Cai had persuaded some people to invest, he had not posted any messages to entice people and this was not considered an advertisement.

The court said it was not evident that he colluded with Apirak Kothi, the accused mastermind of the Ponzi scheme. It said it saw no evidence showing that Mr Cai acted as a leading member of the group and gave him the benefit of the doubt.

Turning to Mr Pattanapon and Ms Suteewan, the court said a photo showing them with Apirak in a meeting room was a personal matter and did not show that they were involved in business with him.

The photo caption was an advertisement for a food supplement product, one of the other businesses of Apirak. There were no messages indicating the two defendants were encouraging people to invest, so they too received the benefit of the doubt.

The court found Mr Chatchai, Mr Theeraphassakorn and Mr Suranart guilty and sentenced them to 49,125 years for 9,825 offences. However, the law limits their total prison time to 20 years each.

The court also ordered the three men to pay 2.47 billion baht in restitution to all 9,825 victims, plus interest of 7.5% per year, starting from April 11, 2021.

Mr Ayuwat, the seventh defendant, was acquitted.

After hearing the ruling, the singer and her former DJ husband hugged each other tearfully and thanked the court.

Mr Cai also cried and gave a wai to thank the court. His wife also cried with joy.

The Forex-3D scheme, enticing thousands with false promises of high returns, was orchestrated by Apirak, who was arrested in January 2021.
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                  More than 10,000 Spain-bound migrants lost at sea in 2024                

                Aid group says 'record number' of people, mostly from Africa, died or disappeared
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                                MADRID - At least 10,457 migrants died or disappeared while trying to reach Spain by sea in 2024, a non-governmental organisation said on Thursday, nearly 60% more than last year and the most since it began keeping a tally in 2007.
The 58% increase includes 1,538 children and 421 women, migrants rights group Caminando Fronteras or Walking Borders said in a report which covers the period from Jan 1 to Dec 5, 2024.

It amounts to an average of 30 deaths per day, up from around 18 in 2023.

The group compiles its data from hotlines set up for migrants on vessels in trouble to call for help, families of migrants who went missing and from official rescue statistics.

It blamed the use of flimsy boats and increasingly dangerous routes as well as a lack of resources for rescues for the surge in deaths.

"These figures are evidence of a profound failure of rescue and protection systems. More than 10,400 people dead or missing in a single year is an unacceptable tragedy," the group's founder, Helena Maleno, said in a statement.

The victims were from 28 nations, mostly in Africa, but also from Iraq and Pakistan.

Deadly route

The vast majority of the fatalities -- 9,757 -- took place on the Atlantic migration route from Africa to Spain's Canary Islands, which has received a record number of migrants for the second year in a row.

Seven migrant boats landed in the archipelago on Christmas Day, Spain's maritime rescue service said on the social media site X.

At their closest point, the Canaries lie 100 kilometres off the coast of North Africa. The shortest route is between the coastal town of Tarfaya in southern Morocco and the island of Fuerteventura in the Canaries.

The Atlantic route is particularly deadly, with many of the crowded poorly equipped boats unable to cope with the strong ocean currents. Some boats depart African beaches as far as 1,000 kilometres from the Canaries.

To avoid controls, smugglers sometimes take longer, more dangerous journeys, navigating west into the open Atlantic before turning north to the Canaries -- a detour that brings many to the tiny westernmost island of El Hierro, which since last year has experienced an unprecedented surge in arrivals.

The regional government of the Canaries says it is overwhelmed, and in October thousands of people took part in rallies in main cities in the archipelago to demand action to curb the surge in arrivals.

'Lead to tensions'

During his Christmas Eve broadcast, Spain's King Felipe VI warned that "without proper management" of migration, "it can lead to tensions that erode social cohesion".

"How we are able to deal with immigration -- which also requires good coordination with our European partners, as well as with the countries of origin and transit --will say a lot in the future about our principles and the quality of our democracy," he added.

Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez in August went on a tour of West African countries in a bid to boost local efforts to curb illegal migration from Mauritania, Senegal and the Gambia, the main departure points for migrant boats headed to the Canary Islands.

Along with Italy and Greece, Spain is one of the three major European gateways for migrant arrivals.

According to the interior ministry, 60,216 migrants entered Spain irregularly between Jan 1 and Dec 15 -- a 14.5% increase over the same period last year.

The majority, over 70%, landed in the Canaries.

The International Organization for Migration, a UN agency, estimates that since 2014, more than 16,400 migrants have died trying to reach Europe from Africa, a figure that includes those headed to the Canary Islands.
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                  14 Syrian police killed as unrest spreads                

                New administration launches crackdown, blaming forces loyal to ousted Assad regime
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                                DAMASCUS - Syria's new authorities on Thursday launched a security crackdown in a coastal region where 14 policemen were killed, vowing to pursue "remnants" of the ousted Bashar al-Assad government accused of the attack, state media reported.
The violence in Tartous province, part of the coastal region that is home to many members of Assad's Alawite sect, has marked the deadliest challenge yet to the Sunni Islamist-led authorities that swept him from power on Dec 8.

The new administration's security forces launched the operation to "control security, stability and civil peace, and to pursue the remnants of Assad's militias in the woods and hills" in rural areas of Tartous, the state news agency SANA reported.

Members of the Alawite minority, an offshoot of Shi'ite Islam, wielded huge sway in Assad-led Syria, dominating security forces he used against his opponents during the 13-year-long civil war, and to crush dissent during decades of bloody oppression by his police state.

Reflecting tensions with a sectarian edge, protesters chanted "Oh Ali!" during a rally outside local government headquarters in Tartous, images posted on social media on Wednesday showed. Reuters verified the location of the images.

The chant was a reference to Ali ibn Abi Talib, a cousin of the Prophet Mohammed who is revered by Muslims but held in especially high regard by Alawites and Shi'ites, who believe Ali and his descendants should have led the Islamic community.

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, the former al Qaeda affiliate that led the rebel campaign that toppled Assad, has repeatedly vowed to protect minority religious groups, who fear the new rulers could seek to impose a conservative form of Islamist government.

SANA reported that Mohammed Othman, the newly appointed governor of the coastal Latakia region that adjoins the Tartous area, met Alawite sheikhs to "encourage community cohesion and civil peace on the Syrian coast".

Homs protest

The Syrian information ministry declared a ban on what it described as "the circulation or publication of any media content or news with a sectarian tone aimed at spreading division" among Syrians.

The Syrian civil war took on sectarian dimensions as Assad drew on Shi'ite militias from across the Middle East, mobilised by his ally Iran, to battle the insurgency dominated by members of the Sunni Muslim majority, many of them Islamist.

Dissent has also surfaced in the city of Homs, 150 kilometres north of Damascus. State media reported that police imposed an overnight curfew on Wednesday night, following unrest linked to demonstrations that residents said were led by members of the Alawite and Shi'ite religious communities.

Video posted on social media on Wednesday from Homs showed a crowd of people scattering, and some of them running, as gunfire was heard. It was not clear who was opening fire.

Assad's long-time Shi'ite regional ally, Iran, has criticised the course of events in Syria in recent days.

On Sunday, Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei called on Syrian youth to "stand with firm determination against those who have orchestrated and brought about this insecurity".

Khamenei forecast "that a strong and honourable group will also emerge in Syria because today Syrian youth have nothing to lose", calling the country unsafe.

Syria's newly appointed foreign minister, Asaad Hassan al-Shibani, said in a social media post on Tuesday that Iran must respect the will of the Syrian people and Syria's sovereignty and security.

"We warn them against spreading chaos in Syria and we hold them accountable for the repercussions of the latest remarks," he said.

Lebanon said on Thursday it was looking forward to having the best neighbourly relations with Syria, in its first official message to the new administration in Damascus.

Lebanon's Iran-backed Hezbollah played a major role propping up Assad during the civil war, before bringing its fighters back to Lebanon over the last year to fight in a bruising war with Israel -- a redeployment that weakened Syrian government lines.


	Commentary: Conflict in Syria is not quite over yet
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                  Andaman provinces mark tsunami's 20th anniversary                

                Ceremonies in hardest-hit locales draw local and foreign people to remember lost loved ones
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                                People in provinces along Thailand's Andaman coast held remembrance events on Thursday to mark the 20th anniversary of the 2004 tsunami that killed 230,000 people across Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Thailand and nine other countries.
Remembrance and religious ceremonies took place at Mai Khao Cemetery and on Patong beach in Phuket, at the Tsunami Memorial Park at Ban Nam Khem in Phangnga, and at the Sailfish Sculpture on Ao Nang beach in Krabi.

At the Mai Khao Cemetery, local and foreign mourners observed a minute's silence. Merit-making ceremonies performed according to Buddhist, Islamic and Christian rites were followed by the laying of flowers at a wall of the memorial park.

Wasawat Hongsasupasakul, deputy chairman of the Mai Khao Tambon Administrative Organisation, read a message from Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra to mark National Disaster Prevention Day, which falls on Dec 26.

Ronny Karlsen, a Norwegian man who survived the 2004 tsunami, said he had learned about the event and wanted to participate to remember those who perished.

"Things that happened on that day still remain in my memory," he said.

Noi Rakthong, a 52-year-old Thai woman, said she and her Norwegian husband owned a restaurant on Karon beach when the tsunami struck 20 years ago. They returned to Phuket for a holiday and were taking part in the ceremony to make merit for friends who were killed by the giant waves.

"Our Norwegian friends and customers died in the tsunami. After the incident, we moved to live in Norway," Mrs Noi said. "Although the incident occurred 20 years ago, our memories remain the same."

In Krabi, guests handed metal wreaths and garlands to divers who placed them at an underwater tsunami memorial on the seabed in Tonsai Bay, about one kilometre off Koh Phi Phi Don.

In Phangnga, more than 1,000 survivors and relatives of victims from five other Andaman provinces -- Ranong, Phuket, Krabi, Trang and Satun -- as well as from foreign countries attended a religious ceremony and had breakfast at the Ban Nam Khem Tsunami Memorial Park. This year's ceremony attracted the highest number of participants ever.

A candlelight vigil is also scheduled at the memorial park at 7pm Thursday. (Story continues below)
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A woman visits the wave-shaped monument for the victims of the 2004 tsunami in Ban Nam Khem, a fishing village destroyed by the wave that struck Phangnga, during a ceremony on Dec 26. (Photo: Reuters)



'The sea took my daughter'

Urai Sirisuk, who lost her 4-year-old daughter, was among the hundreds visiting the Tsunami Wall to pay their respects to lost loved ones.

"I felt that the waves took my daughter away, I was so mad at it," said Ms Urai, now 62. She said she would not go near the sea, just 50 metres away.

"I cannot bring myself to go near it, not even to put my feet in the sand. I wouldn't come around here if not necessary, never. The sea took my daughter from me," she said.

Phangnga was one of Thailand's hardest-hit provinces, with the disaster claiming 5,400 lives there, including many foreign tourists.

A two-day academic forum also opened on Thursday at the Khao Lak Marriott Beach Resort & Spa to strengthen cooperation and share knowledge among local and international experts from the public, private and civil society sectors.

The focus is on five key topics: public health and emergency medical services; national warning systems, research and innovation; promoting community immunity to natural disasters; and the development of sustainably safe cities.

The tsunami on Dec 26, 2004 was triggered by a 9.1 magnitude quake off the coast of Aceh province in Indonesia, sending waves as high as 17.4 metres slamming into coastlines of Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, India and nine other countries.


	Related: Preparing for the next big wave

	Commentary: Lessons for a more resilient future

	Opinion: Return nameless victims to heal tsunami wounds

	Editorial: Tsunami plea unheard
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                  Taiwan stages first-ever tabletop war games                

                Presidential Office gathers dozens of top officials for simulation of China emergency
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                                TAIPEI - The Presidential Office in Taiwan has conducted its first-ever tabletop exercise simulating a military escalation with China, say officials briefed on the matter, at a time when the island is facing renewed Chinese military threats.
Dozens of central and local government agencies as well as civil groups participated in the three-hour exercise on Thursday, said the sources, who requested anonymity due to the sensitivity of the matter.

China has in recent years stepped up military threats, including the large massing of naval forces this month and daily military activities close to democratically governed Taiwan, which Beijing claims as its own over Taipei's rejection.

The war game held inside the Presidential Office in Taipei was led by Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim and National Security Council Secretary-general Joseph Wu, the officials told Reuters.

The exercise simulated scenarios including China's "high intensity" grey-zone warfare, as well as a scenario in which the island is "on the verge of conflict", to test response readiness by government offices and civil society, a security official said.

Responding to the war game held earlier in the day, President Lai Ching-te said Taiwan is "racing against time" to build up its capacity to counter disasters and boost "deterrence against an invading enemy".

"The peace and stability in the first island chain is being collectively challenged by authoritarian states," Lai was quoted as saying in a statement from his office, although he did not name any specific country.

The "first island chain" is a collection of archipelagos running roughly from Indonesia in an arc northeast to Japan, encompassing the South China Sea and East China Sea.

China's Taiwan Affairs Office did not immediately respond to a Reuters request for comment.

China has staged two rounds of major exercises around Taiwan this year to pressure Taipei, one in May and one in October, dubbed Joint Sword 2024 A and B, respectively.
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                  Bangkok bans New Year fireworks in all but 14 spots                

                In crackdown intended to reduce fire risk, authorities say permission must be sought in advance
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                                The Bangkok Metropolitan Authority (BMA) has issued a ban on fireworks, floating lanterns and related items to celebrate the New Year countdown without permission.
The regulation is intended to prevent fires during the long holiday period as some people would be out of the city and unable to take care of their properties, Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt said on Wednesday.

Organisers of New Year events are required to ask for permission from authorities in their district if they want to set off fireworks.

Violators face fines of up to 60,000 baht and/or imprisonment for up to three years.

Fourteen locations in Bangkok where fireworks have been allowed on New Year's Eve are:


	CentralWorld 

	One Bangkok

	Seacon Square

	Terminal 21

	Iconsiam

	Asiatique The Riverfront

	The Salil Hotel Riverside

	Chatrium Hotel Riverside

	Montien Riverside Hotel

	Chang Chui Creative Park

	Nakapirom Park

	Rim Lagoon Cafe and Restaurant

	JC Kevin Hotel

	Capella Hotel.



The BMA will also set up emergency centres during the festival to ensure the safety of people taking part in countdown festivities.
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                  Cambodian opposition politician jailed for incitement                

                Sun Chanthy accused of spreading false information on Facebook to mislead the public
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                                PHNOM PENH - A Cambodian opposition politician was sentenced on Thursday to two years in jail and banned from elections for inciting social unrest, his lawyer said, the latest in a series of cases that activists say are attempts to silence government critics.
Sun Chanthy, president of the Nation Power Party, was arrested and charged in May after meeting supporters in Japan. Police said he had spread false information on Facebook to mislead the public but his arrest was not politically motivated, local media reported at the time.

His lawyer, Choung Chou Ngy, told reporters Sun Chanthy was sentenced in absentia as he was unable to travel from a provincial prison to attend court in Phnom Penh due to travel sickness.

He joins a long list of politicians, journalists and labour and environmental activists imprisoned after speaking out against the government, which has been led by the Cambodian People's Party for four decades.

Cambodia's justice ministry did not immediately respond to an emailed request for comment on the sentence.

For years the government has denied curtailing free speech and cracking down on its opponents, saying those jailed or subjected to legal action had broken the law.

The CPP government has led a ruthless, years-long crackdown on its opponents, with scores of politicians jailed, many in absentia, and hundreds more fleeing into exile.

Sun Chanthy formed the Nation Power Party in 2023 after Cambodia's only opposition, the Candlelight Party, was barred from an election last year that was won by the CPP in a landslide.

According to the human rights group Lichado, which tracks cases against government critics, 102 people have been arrested and jailed in Cambodia this year, with 76 still in detention as of Dec 10.


	Related: Space for dissent shrinking under new Cambodian PM
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                  Azerbaijan plane 'downed by Russian air defence'                

                Passenger plane had flown over area targeted by Ukraine drones before crashing in Kazakhstan, killing 38
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                                BAKU, Azerbaijan - An Azerbaijan Airlines flight that crashed in Kazakhstan on Wednesday was downed by a Russian air defence system, four sources in Azerbaijan with knowledge of the investigation have told Reuters.
The Embraer passenger jet crashed near the city of Aktau in Kazakhstan on Wednesday, killing 38 people, after diverting from an area of Russia in which Moscow has used air defence systems against Ukrainian drone strikes in recent months.

Azerbaijan Airlines flight J2-8243 had flown hundreds of miles off its scheduled route from Baku in Azerbaijan to Grozny, in the Chechnya region of Russia, and crashed on the opposite shore of the Caspian Sea, after what the Russian aviation regulator said was an emergency that may have been caused by a bird strike.

Officials did not immediately explain why it had crossed the sea, but the crash came after Ukrainian drone strikes this month hit Chechnya in southern Russia. The nearest Russian airport on the plane's flight path was closed on Wednesday morning.

Caliber, a news website backed by the Azerbaijan government, said the plane was struck by a Russian air defence weapon while approaching Grozny. As a result of the use of electronic warfare systems by the Russians, the aircraft's communication system was paralysed, the website reported. 

Azerbaijan's presidential office and the country's Foreign Ministry did not immediately provide a comment when reached by phone. Russia's defence ministry did not immediately reply to a request for comment.  

Russian, Azerbaijani and Kazakhstani officials have all called for investigations into the crash.

The Kremlin on Thursday cautioned against "hypotheses" over the crash.

"It would be wrong to make any hypotheses before the investigation's conclusions," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters.

NATO on Thursday called for a full investigation into the cause of the crash.

"Our thoughts and prayers are with the families and victims of Azerbaijan Airlines flight J2-8243," NATO spokesperson Farah Dakhlallah said in a post on X.

"We wish those injured in the crash a speedy recovery and call for a full investigation."

Russian military expert Yury Podolyaka said holes seen in the wreckage of the plane were similar to the damage caused by an "anti-aircraft missile system".

"Everything points to that," he wrote.

A former expert at the French air accident investigation agency also said there appeared to be "a lot of shrapnel" damage on the wreckage.

Speaking to AFP on condition of anonymity, he said the damage was "reminiscent" of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17, which was downed with a surface-to-air missile by Russia-backed rebels over eastern Ukraine in 2014.

Azerbaijan Airlines initially said the plane flew through a flock of birds before withdrawing the statement.

The airline said there were 62 passengers and five crew members on board. Kazakh officials said 38 people had been killed and there were 29 survivors, including three children.

Eleven of the injured are in intensive care, the Kazakh health ministry said. The Azerbaijan state news agency Azertac reported that 12 of the survivors were being flown to Azerbaijan.

A plane carrying nine injured Russian nationals arrived at Zhukovsky airport in the Moscow region on Thursday, Russia's emergency situations ministry said.
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                  Forex-3D scammers get nearly 50,000 years each                

                Two Thai celebrities among four acquitted in high-profile Ponzi scheme trial
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Pattanapon ]
                                              
                          Pattanapon "DJ Man" Kunjara and singer Suteewan "Baitoey" Thaweesin arrive at the Office of the Attorney-General on May 9, 2023. They were later indicted on three charges related to the Forex-3D Ponzi scheme. They were acquitted on Thursday. (Bangkok Post File Photo)                        

                                          

                  

                                The Criminal Court on Thursday handed down prison terms totalling 49,125 years each to three men in the multi-billion-baht Forex-3D Ponzi scheme, while acquitting four others, including Thai celebrities "DJ Man" and singer Baitoey.
The fraud case involved seven defendants in all: Singaporean Daryl Cai Yonghui; Pattanapon "DJ Man" Kunjara; Suteewan "Baitoey" Thaweesin; Chatchai "Sue" Khotchathin; Theeraphassakorn "Mark" Kimwangtako; Suranart Nakmusik; and Ayuwat Chaimethanarakul. 

They were indicted on charges of colluding in obtaining loans to defraud, public fraud and inputting false information into a computer system related to the Forex-3D scheme. 

Prosecutors said that between Nov 25, 2015 and Sept 8, 2020, the defendants invited people through Facebook to invest in the Forex-3D foreign exchange group, with 9,824 people investing a total of 2.49 billion baht.

Mr Cai is the husband of the well-known model Sarah Casinghini. Singer Suteewan divorced Pattanapon on Aug 26 this year. 

Ms Sutheewan was the only defendant who was released on  bail, after posting 5 million baht and agreeing to wear an electronic monitoring bracelet.

After examining the evidence, the court found that while Mr Cai had persuaded some people to invest, he had not posted any messages to entice people and this was not considered an advertisement.

The court said it was not evident that he colluded with Apirak Kothi, the accused mastermind of the Ponzi scheme. It said it saw no evidence showing that Mr Cai acted as a leading member of the group and gave him the benefit of the doubt.

Turning to Mr Pattanapon and Ms Suteewan, the court said a photo showing them with Apirak in a meeting room was a personal matter and did not show that they were involved in business with him.

The photo caption was an advertisement for a food supplement product, one of the other businesses of Apirak. There were no messages indicating the two defendants were encouraging people to invest, so they too received the benefit of the doubt.

The court found Mr Chatchai, Mr Theeraphassakorn and Mr Suranart guilty and sentenced them to 49,125 years for 9,825 offences. However, the law limits their total prison time to 20 years each.

The court also ordered the three men to pay 2.47 billion baht in restitution to all 9,825 victims, plus interest of 7.5% per year, starting from April 11, 2021.

Mr Ayuwat, the seventh defendant, was acquitted.

After hearing the ruling, the singer and her former DJ husband hugged each other tearfully and thanked the court.

Mr Cai also cried and gave a wai to thank the court. His wife also cried with joy.

The Forex-3D scheme, enticing thousands with false promises of high returns, was orchestrated by Apirak, who was arrested in January 2021.
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                  Andaman provinces mark tsunami's 20th anniversary                

                Ceremonies in hardest-hit locales draw local and foreign people to remember lost loved ones
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                                People in provinces along Thailand's Andaman coast held remembrance events on Thursday to mark the 20th anniversary of the 2004 tsunami that killed 230,000 people across Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Thailand and nine other countries.
Remembrance and religious ceremonies took place at Mai Khao Cemetery and on Patong beach in Phuket, at the Tsunami Memorial Park at Ban Nam Khem in Phangnga, and at the Sailfish Sculpture on Ao Nang beach in Krabi.

At the Mai Khao Cemetery, local and foreign mourners observed a minute's silence. Merit-making ceremonies performed according to Buddhist, Islamic and Christian rites were followed by the laying of flowers at a wall of the memorial park.

Wasawat Hongsasupasakul, deputy chairman of the Mai Khao Tambon Administrative Organisation, read a message from Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra to mark National Disaster Prevention Day, which falls on Dec 26.

Ronny Karlsen, a Norwegian man who survived the 2004 tsunami, said he had learned about the event and wanted to participate to remember those who perished.

"Things that happened on that day still remain in my memory," he said.

Noi Rakthong, a 52-year-old Thai woman, said she and her Norwegian husband owned a restaurant on Karon beach when the tsunami struck 20 years ago. They returned to Phuket for a holiday and were taking part in the ceremony to make merit for friends who were killed by the giant waves.

"Our Norwegian friends and customers died in the tsunami. After the incident, we moved to live in Norway," Mrs Noi said. "Although the incident occurred 20 years ago, our memories remain the same."

In Krabi, guests handed metal wreaths and garlands to divers who placed them at an underwater tsunami memorial on the seabed in Tonsai Bay, about one kilometre off Koh Phi Phi Don.

In Phangnga, more than 1,000 survivors and relatives of victims from five other Andaman provinces -- Ranong, Phuket, Krabi, Trang and Satun -- as well as from foreign countries attended a religious ceremony and had breakfast at the Ban Nam Khem Tsunami Memorial Park. This year's ceremony attracted the highest number of participants ever.

A candlelight vigil is also scheduled at the memorial park at 7pm Thursday. (Story continues below)

[image: A woman visits the wave-shaped monument for the victims of the 2004 tsunami in Ban Nam Khem, a fishing village destroyed by the wave that struck Phangnga, during a ceremony on Dec 26. (Photo: Reuters)]
A woman visits the wave-shaped monument for the victims of the 2004 tsunami in Ban Nam Khem, a fishing village destroyed by the wave that struck Phangnga, during a ceremony on Dec 26. (Photo: Reuters)



'The sea took my daughter'

Urai Sirisuk, who lost her 4-year-old daughter, was among the hundreds visiting the Tsunami Wall to pay their respects to lost loved ones.

"I felt that the waves took my daughter away, I was so mad at it," said Ms Urai, now 62. She said she would not go near the sea, just 50 metres away.

"I cannot bring myself to go near it, not even to put my feet in the sand. I wouldn't come around here if not necessary, never. The sea took my daughter from me," she said.

Phangnga was one of Thailand's hardest-hit provinces, with the disaster claiming 5,400 lives there, including many foreign tourists.

A two-day academic forum also opened on Thursday at the Khao Lak Marriott Beach Resort & Spa to strengthen cooperation and share knowledge among local and international experts from the public, private and civil society sectors.

The focus is on five key topics: public health and emergency medical services; national warning systems, research and innovation; promoting community immunity to natural disasters; and the development of sustainably safe cities.

The tsunami on Dec 26, 2004 was triggered by a 9.1 magnitude quake off the coast of Aceh province in Indonesia, sending waves as high as 17.4 metres slamming into coastlines of Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, India and nine other countries.


	Related: Preparing for the next big wave

	Commentary: Lessons for a more resilient future

	Opinion: Return nameless victims to heal tsunami wounds

	Editorial: Tsunami plea unheard
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                  Young Thai influencer dies after alcohol drinking challenge                

                'Bank Leicester' known for accepting dares to earn money for his family
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                                A young Thai social media influencer has died soon after being hired for 30,000 baht to guzzle a 350ml bottle of whisky.
Thanakarn Kanthee, aka "Bank Leicester", 21, was pronounced dead at a hospital at 3.40am on Thursday.

A garland seller who performed improvised rap songs to attract buyers, he had been seen in several videos accepting paid challenges to drink alcohol rapidly in exchange for money.

A video showing Thanakarn drinking quickly and straight from a small whisky bottle amid a cheering crowd at a party has been widely circulated on the internet. Some partygoers were seen filming him on mobile phones.

After completing the paid challenge, Thanakarn looked sick and reportedly vomited before he was taken to hospital where he died later.

One Facebook page showed some partygoers laughing as rescuers rushed Thanakarn to an ambulance on a stretcher. Commenters slammed them for their lack of sympathy.

The influencer had been raised by his grandmother in a Bangkok slum after his parents separated when he was two months old. At the age of seven, he started selling garlands at the Liab Duan flea market on Ram Intra road to provide for himself and his grandmother.

After his death, many netizens condemned the deadly challenge as "rubbish content" and called on internet users to stop posting such content.

While some expressed concern for the well-being of his grandmother, some sadly recalled one of Thanakarn's social media posts that read: "I am willing to be bullied and insulted to just get scraps of money from the rich people in order to provide for my family."

Social media activist Guntouch Pongpaiboonwet, alias Gun Jompalang, has offered to advocate for Thanakarn's family if they want to hold someone responsible for his death.

"People were quick to make content and have fun with it, but when it came to taking responsibility, not a single soul dared step up," Mr Guntouch said.

"Please help send my message to his family that if they want to take action against those people (who hired Thanakarn), just let me know. I'm willing to help."
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                  The deadliest tsunami set off work to be ready for the next big wave                
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                                The Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004, one of the deadliest events in recorded history, was an enigma to many survivors. Some experts were surprised to learn that a significant number of the people in the path of those lethal waves had never heard of such a destructive phenomenon until it came their way.
"Tsunami is a Japanese word," said Syamsidik, an engineer who now directs the Tsunami and Disaster Mitigation Research Center at Syiah Kuala University in Banda Aceh, Indonesia, and, like many Indonesians, uses only one name. At the time, he assumed that meant that only Japan needed to worry about the natural disaster. "It misled a lot of people. Including me."

That changed the day after Christmas in 2004, when a 9.1-magnitude earthquake west of the Indonesian island of Sumatra set off a mammoth wave that was recorded as high as 16 storeys, and in some places as fast as 300mph, as it raced toward the shorelines of South and Southeast Asia and East Africa.

Earthquake sensors hinted at the potential for destruction and death. But tsunami experts watching that data did not know whom to tell. Their system showed no threats to coastal communities on either side of the Pacific Ocean, which then was the only region monitored for tsunami threats. There were few, if any, monitors in the Indian Ocean, and no models of what could occur there.

"It was unsettling," said Laura Kong, director of the International Tsunami Information Center, which is hosted by the National Weather Service in Hawaii. "We were blind."

Great strides

Two decades later, scientists have made great strides in tsunami monitoring, modelling and forecasting. And organisations have bolstered education and preparedness, at both the local and global scales. Emergency preparedness planners are working to ensure that what happened in 2004 never happens again.

For all their work since the Indian Ocean event, other tsunamis have caused serious damage, including the disaster in 2011 in Japan, highlighting the difficulty of achieving a world with no tsunami deaths.

Most tsunamis are caused by earthquakes, but anything that displaces a large amount of ocean water, including landslides, volcanoes and meteor strikes, can trigger a big wave. According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 78% of tsunamis from 1900 to 2015 occurred in the Pacific Ocean. Only 5% originated in the Indian Ocean.

The tsunami on Dec 26, 2004, quickly escalated into a global disaster. Across 17 countries, about 230,000 people died and 1.7 million were displaced, mostly from Aceh, an Indonesian province on the northern tip of Sumatra. Property damage, amounting to $13 billion, left some towns unrecognisable.

Vasily Titov, a scientist at NOAA's Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory who simulates tsunamis, was shaken. "Theoretical knowledge is one thing," he said. "Seeing what it was in real life is completely different."

The 2004 wave, Titov said, revealed that the world's tsunami warning system, started in 1965 to monitor threats in the Pacific Ocean, needed a critical upgrade.

[image: Benny Mirza, 45, who lost almost all of his family members in the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, prays at the Ulee Lheue mass grave, where victims of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami are buried, in Banda Aceh, Aceh, Indonesia on Thursday. (Reuters photo)]
Benny Mirza, 45, who lost almost all of his family members in the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, prays at the Ulee Lheue mass grave, where victims of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami are buried, in Banda Aceh, Aceh, Indonesia on Thursday. (Reuters photo)



Better data

The first step was to get better data. In 2000, six sensors were deployed in the Pacific to experiment with detecting tsunamis in the open sea, rather than when they reached the shore. NOAA began to expand this effort in 2005, and 10 other nations have followed suit, leading to the worldwide Deep-ocean Assessment and Reporting of Tsunamis, or DART, network.

Today, more than 70 DART sensors measure water temperature and pressure in places that are considered tsunami zones. NOAA also operates coastal water stations and satellites to monitor ocean height, roughness and tides.

That information is transmitted to warning centres that, in addition to the Pacific, now cover the Indian Ocean, the Caribbean, the northeastern Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea. The data gets input into forecasting models that have been updated to better predict tsunami activity from earthquakes and nonseismic sources.

In the past two decades, forecasters have gone from not being able to predict the height of a wave to giving a "pretty good" estimate up to half an hour before it hits, Kong said.

Experts have also worked to establish safety guidelines and emergency response systems for coastal communities facing risk.

One major effort is an expansion of NOAA's TsunamiReady programme. That has led to more sirens, signage and evacuation routes being set up along coastal communities in the United States, including parts of Northern California, which experienced a tsunami scare this month. A United Nations body established a global version of this initiative in 2015, which now includes communities in more than 30 countries.

Response plans

Scientists are developing more targeted response plans by assessing how far away different communities are from potential tsunami sources, which changes the amount of time they need to evacuate. They are also studying the people living in tsunami zones to understand how they respond during natural disasters, and to better address different levels of vulnerability.

"The warning systems are the quarterback, and for years we've been figuring out how to help them chuck the ball further down the field," said Nathan Wood, a geographer at the U.S. Geological Survey. "It's only been in the past couple of decades that we've realized maybe we should look at the wide receiver."

But there is still work to do. Global early warning systems are either fast or accurate, but struggle to achieve both, said Ardito Kodijat, head of the Indian Ocean Tsunami Information Center at Unesco.

Despite extensive efforts, fatal tsunamis have happened since 2004.

Two earthquakes off Samoa triggered a wave in 2009.

Two years later, in 2011, an earthquake and tsunami in Japan killed nearly 20,000 people and led to a nuclear meltdown, despite a robust warning system and preparedness measures.

In 2018, Sulawesi, an island in the centre of the Indonesian archipelago, was struck by an earthquake and tsunami that killed thousands.

"The events keep happening and keep claiming people's lives," Titov said, which is why, he added, many tsunami experts are ambitiously aiming for a system that results in zero deaths.

That's challenging, Titov conceded, but he said that it's a good goal to set. "We are not done until that is the case," he said.

This article originally appeared in The New York Times.
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                  Onshore petroleum auction set to be held                

                Effort aims to ramp up domestic supply
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                                Authorities are calling for bids for onshore petroleum exploration and production in nine areas in the Northeast and central region for the first time in 17 years to increase domestic petroleum supply.
This Round 25 auction is expected to lead to long-term national energy security and generate investment worth US$70 million in the petroleum industry, said the Department of Mineral Fuels.

"We have not called bids for new onshore petroleum projects since 2007. The new round of bidding provides an opportunity for Thai people to continually use oil and gas produced in the country," said director-general Warakorn Brahmopala.

The department yesterday invited Thai and foreign energy companies to join the auction, but it has yet to reveal the date of the auction.

Up to seven of the nine targeted areas are located in the northeastern provinces of Nong Bua Lam Phu, Udon Thani, Khon Kaen, Sakon Nakhon, Kalasin, Maha Sarakham, Yasothon, Amnat Charoen, Chaiyaphum, Nakhon Ratchasima, Buri Ram, Roi Et and Surin.

The remaining two blocks are in Phetchabun, Lopburi, Ratchaburi, Kanchanaburi, Nakhon Pathom and Suphan Buri in the Central Plains.

The nine areas cover a total area of 33,444.64 square kilometres.

"The new auction will also be part of the effort to stimulate the economy as the petroleum business brings royalties and tax to the government and creates jobs for local people," said Mr Warakorn.

At present, Thailand has seven onshore petroleum blocks, with combined production capacity of between 33,000-34,000 barrels a day, according to the Department of Mineral Fuels.

Six of them are in Kamphaeng Phet's Lan Krabue district, Chiang Mai's Fang district, Phetchabun's Wichian Buri district, Suphan Buri's U Thong district, Nakhon Pathom's Kamphaeng Saen district, and Khon Kaen's Nam Phong district.

The other is the Sinphuhorm block, which covers parts of Khon Kaen and Udon Thani.

PTT Exploration and Production Plc (PTTEP), the petroleum drilling arm of national oil and gas conglomerate PTT Plc, is operating the Sirikit block in Kamphaeng Phet, the country's largest onshore oil field.

PTTEP said earlier that it sees potential to increase production in the Sirikit block.
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                                Cybersecurity is one of the biggest concerns among enterprises looking ahead as the number of cyber-attacks is expected to soar in 2025 due to wider adoption of artificial intelligence (AI), Internet of Things (IoT) and cloud computing in Thailand, reflecting the trend towards digital transformation.
Cybersecurity will be more challenging and complex as several important factors are expected to develop with threats becoming increasingly diverse and sophisticated, said Sayam Tiewtranon, chief executive of Turnkey Communication Services (TKC), a SET-listed telecom systems consulting, design and engineering firm.

He said hackers will take advantage of new technologies such as AI, IoT and cloud computing to create more serious and diverse threats next year, such as more sophisticated ransomware and supply chain attacks.

The increasing use of IoT devices and their perpetual connection to the internet is creating more vulnerabilities for hackers to access, he added.

Meanwhile, mainstream activities of the current era such as remote working will increase cybersecurity risks as employees may connect to corporate networks via personal devices that may not be sufficiently secure.

Moreover, the country is facing a shortage of cybersecurity personnel.

Mr Sayam said critical infrastructure sectors will still be major targets of cyber-attacks in 2025 such as finance, energy and healthcare as the attacks may be carried out via AI to create malware that can effectively bypass defence systems.

According to the 2024 ThaiCERT report, there were 1,827 cases of cyber-attacks this year, of which 124 cases were in the private sector. Among the top five types of cyber-attacks were fake websites or URLs, data theft and disruption of services.

Top five sectors which were attacked were commerce, finance and banks, foreign commerce, retail, IT and telecom.

Mr Sayam said the government should continue tightening its cybersecurity measures to cope with the escalating cybersecurity menace.

It should raise awareness among the public and organisations about cyberthreats and how to they can ensure they are sufficiently protected.

It should also develop skilled human resources to deal with a variety of threats, and invest in modern cybersecurity technology such as AI-based intrusion detection and prevention systems.

In a related development, the National Cybersecurity Agency recently held the "Executive Education Certificate Program in Cybersecurity", a training course on cybersecurity for executives. Over 100 senior executives from government agencies and private organisations participated in the course.

According to the agency's secretary-general AVM Amorn Chomchoey, the course is part of an acceleration in the country's personnel development initiatives for training senior executives to create long-term planning strategies for them in terms of dealing with cyberthreats.
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                                People's increasing dependence on generative artificial intelligence (GenAI) could result in them losing out when it comes to developing important reading, writing and analytical skills in the future, according to experts.
Their biggest concern is that new generations of children who will have grown up with GenAI may lose the opportunity to nurture such vital skills.

The experts were sharing views on the GenAI trend during the AI Governance Webinar held recently by the AI Governance Centre, which operates under the Electronic Transactions Development Agency.

They said the skills that everyone should possess in the AI era, particularly children and young people, are cognitive skills related to the ability to think, analyse, solve problems and work with AI.

The other vital skills are an ability to ask questions or generate prompts to AI in order for AI to create the best possible output.

Skills that have become increasingly important are emotional intelligence and emotional management which are the skills AI has yet to be able to acquire.

According to the experts, relying too heavily on AI could affect people and it is important to use the technology with both awareness and governance.

The overall economy needs to see a balance between the benefits and the risks in order to use GenAI appropriately, responsibly and with the greatest benefit, based on ethics and good governance among all parties including developers, users and regulators.

Currently, Thailand does not have any laws directly related to the use of AI but there are other laws to deal with sensitive issues, such as copyright laws, the Personal Data Protection Act and cybersecurity laws.

According to the experts, among the risks pertaining to AI is confabulation. This is when AI creates results or responses that seem believable but are incorrect, which can lead to misunderstandings and can even lead users to make incorrect decisions.

The second risk is discrimination. As the data used to train GenAI may have hidden biases or stereotypes, this causes GenAI to produce biased results.

Third is using GenAI to create images or even text that may contain copyright infringement issues.

Fourth is a violation of personal data and privacy. If there are no strict controls, AI might disclose personal data or corporate data without gaining permission.
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                                The planned "salt tax" is expected to materialise within the next year, with implementation in the form of a tiered system based on sodium levels.
According to Kulaya Tantitemit, director-general of the Excise Department, Thai people currently consume twice the amount of sodium than the standard recommended, and measures to reduce this level of consumption are deemed necessary.

This is similar to the sugar tax introduced by the Excise Department 7-8 years ago, which led beverage producers to reduce sugar content in their products.

According to Ms Kulaya, the products likely to be subject to the salt tax first might be snacks, which are considered to be non-essential items when it comes to food consumption. The implementation of this measure will be made on a gradual basis to avoid burdening businesses, she added.

She also said the salt tax, based on the level of sodium found in foods, would result in the imposition of a higher tax rate on foods with a higher sodium content and a lower rate of tax on foods with lower levels of sodium. The tax will be structured in a tiered system.

Ms Kulaya said the department has also discussed the restructuring of the tax of batteries to promote environmental friendliness, saying that the existing excise tax rate on batteries is 8%.

Under the new structure, the tax will depend on environmental factors such as energy density.

For example, batteries that release a greater electrical charge relative to their weight would face a lower tax rate than those that release a lower charge but are heavier.

Additionally, the tax will also take into account a battery's life cycle, such as the number of charge cycles it can undergo. Batteries with a higher number of charge cycles will face a lower tax rate compared to those with fewer charge cycles.

On the excise tax collection target in fiscal 2025, the department has been assigned a target of 609 billion baht, up 16% from the previous fiscal year.
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                                The Defence Ministry is prepared to respond to any questions related to the proposed transfer of businesses operated by the Thai armed forces, Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai said.
He made the remark on Wednesday during a meeting with a special House committee studying the transfer of businesses run by the armed forces.

Mr Phumtham acknowledged that several issues require legal amendments and assured the committee the government would expedite the necessary processes and provide regular updates.

Also present at the meeting were Deputy Defence Minister Gen Natthapon Nakpanich, defence permanent secretary Sanitchanok Sangkhachan and representatives from the armed forces.

Defence Ministry spokesman Jirayu Houngsub said the meeting aimed to gather input for improving regulations and ensuring transparency.

Among the issues discussed were the management of hotels, golf courses, and welfare projects. Some defence-owned assets have been in defence hands for years, with many critics assuming they would put up resistance to seeing them moved elsewhere.

Mr Jirayu said the navy reported the transfer of its power production business in Sattahip, in Chon Buri, was progressing and that final decisions on which operations can be handed over to the Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA) would be made soon.

On the proposed transfer of the Kantarat Golf Course at Don Mueang Airport, the air force said it would need to maintain supervision of the venue because it is in a sensitive area.

Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, a study panel member, on Wednesday thanked the navy and the air force for their input, but noted the army had yet to submit certain finance-related reports. He asked Mr Phumtham to issue an order to expedite this process to ensure transparency.

The minister said the ministry is ready to respond to any questions related to the proposed transfer of businesses.

Critics of the military and the main opposition People's Party have been looking at the operation of racecourses, boxing stadiums, golf courses, hotels, and radio and television stations run by the military.

They have also called for the transfer of certain businesses to the government for transparency.
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                                Perched along the iconic Chao Phraya River, The Peninsula Bangkok offers a seamless blend of luxury, wellness, and gastronomy, making it the perfect urban sanctuary for every occasion.
[image: ]

Wellness Elevated

At its heart, The Peninsula Bangkok champions holistic well-being. The Peninsula Spa, housed in a stunning Thai colonial-style building, provides a haven of tranquillity with treatments designed to rejuvenate body and mind. Signature experiences, like the 90-minute "Essential Mind" spa programme, incorporate Tibetan-inspired therapies and essential oils for deep relaxation.

Active guests can partake in sunrise yoga, Muay Thai, Pilates, or daily complimentary wellness classes, including aquafit and mindfulness breathing. Cultural arts workshops and meditation sessions add a mindful touch, connecting guests to Thai heritage and their inner selves.

[image: ]

Culinary Excellence

The Peninsula Bangkok is a gastronomic paradise. At Mei Jiang, authentic Cantonese dishes are crafted with precision, while Thiptara, nestled in lush gardens, offers authentic Thai cuisine in enchanting riverside pavilions.

The River Cafe & Terrace provides a vibrant all-day dining experience with live cooking stations and sweeping river views, while The Lobby serves the iconic Afternoon Tea, enhanced by live music and timeless elegance.

A Day to Remember

Begin your day with yoga as the sun rises over the river, followed by breakfast at The River Cafe & Terrace. Spend the day immersed in wellness or a transformative spa treatment, then end with a dining experience to remember at one of the hotel's acclaimed restaurants.

[image: ]

The Peninsula Bangkok offers a distinctive blend of renewal, relaxation, and exquisite experiences, perfect for festive celebrations and any occasion. Let your holiday moments sparkle with wellness and indulgence in the heart of Bangkok.
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The Peninsula Bangkok

333 Charoennakorn Road, Klongsan, Bangkok 10600, Thailand

Tel +66 (2) 020 2888

Email: reservationpbk@peninsula.com
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                                BEIJING - China Eastern Airlines will launch the first commercial cross-border service using the Chinese-made C919 passenger jet between Shanghai and Hong Kong on Jan 1, state media reported on Thursday.
Currently, the three big state-owned airlines all operate the C919, the narrow-body jet domestically developed by the Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China (Comac), but they only fly within mainland China.

The new daily return flights come as China seeks to secure the first international customer for the C919, a jet with the potential to rival the Boeing 737 Max and Airbus A320neo.

China Eastern, the first to launch the C919, has a fleet of nine C919s that service various domestic routes.

The addition of Hong Kong -- a special administrative region of China with its own aviation regulatory system -- as a destination will expand China Eastern's network to nine cities.

Comac has been focusing on its international expansion, opening an office in Hong Kong in October, following the establishment of its Asia-Pacific office in Singapore. The company has said that the Hong Kong office is a crucial component of its global strategy.

The aircraft manufacturer is seeking to obtain certification for the C919 from the European Union and has expressed hopes to achieve it by 2025.
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                                The Association of Investment Management Companies (AIMC) has resolved to include CP Axtra (CPAXT) shares on the watch list (WL) for Thai ESG and Thai CG mutual funds, given concerns over corporate governance regarding the company's recent multibillion-baht investment.
Chairwoman Chavinda Hanratanakool said the decision to put CP Axtra on the watch list, which heightened the level of caution regarding investments, was made unanimously at the AIMC meeting this week.

The association will closely monitor developments, particularly the issues flagged by the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), which has requested clarification from the wholesale and retail business unit of the Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group.

CP Axtra on Dec 16 officially informed the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) of an investment worth billions of baht in The Happitat in The Forestias multi-use real estate project of Magnolia Quality Development Corp (MQDC), which is also part of the CP Group.

The operator of retail outlets under the Makro brand, a wholesale business under Lotus's, later clarified that it is not investing in The Forestias real estate project, but rather Lotus's Mall Bangna under the trademark The Happitat.

The SEC instructed CP Axtra to clarify information on the joint investment in The Happitat project through a joint investment in its subsidiary Astra Growth Plus (AGP) as the transaction is related to the CP Group, its parent company.

The WL designation does not prohibit or restrict investment in CP Axtra shares. Instead, it leaves decisions to fund managers, advising them to proceed with caution until the SEC delivers its conclusions on the joint venture's impact on retail investors and unitholders.

"Fund managers retain the discretion to hold or invest in CP Axtra shares based on their judgement, particularly if share prices align with investment strategies. AIMC is also reviewing its criteria for listing shares on the WL to ensure comprehensiveness and plans further discussions after the SEC releases its findings," Mrs Chavinda.

"While awaiting the SEC's review, funds can continue to hold or invest in CP Axtra shares if deemed appropriate."

On Tuesday, CP Axtra reaffirmed that the establishment of AGP aims to invest in the company's core business, which includes the investment in the Lotus's Mall Bangna under the trademark The Happitat Project.

"The company reaffirms that it has no plans to invest in other projects related to MQDC," CP Axtra said in its filing to the SET.

An analyst from Finansia Syrus Securities welcomed the AIMC's decision, suggesting it may allay concerns regarding institutional investors' exposure to CP Axtra's equity and debt instruments.

Win Phromphaet, executive chairman of Kasikorn Asset Management, said individual investment management firms could use the AIMC resolution as a guideline while exercising their own discretion.
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                                The National Energy Policy Council (NEPC) has decided to delay the signing of power purchase agreements between authorities and 72 companies awarded licences to invest in new renewable power plants, following alleged flaws in the government auction.
The companies won the rights in bidding held under the Energy Regulatory Commission's second-phase renewables scheme, with total power generation capacity of 3.6 gigawatts.

The regulator initially approved projects with a total capacity of 2.14GW, comprising 1.58GW of solar farms to be developed by 64 companies and 0.56GW of wind farms by eight companies.

However, some critics asked why electricity was set to be sold at the same rate as stated in the first-phase scheme, with prices calculated in 2022.

The rate must be reduced because the development of more clean power technologies should lead to lower generation costs, they said.

Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga said the NEPC had agreed the plan needed a second look.

"The prime minister, who is the chair of the NEPC, will be asked to set up a fact-finding panel to look into alleged irregularities," he said on Wednesday after chairing a meeting of the NEPC.

At the same meeting, the council resolved to approve additional government purchases of electricity from renewable power operators for another two years as the existing agreements are due to end on Dec 31.

These operators are in the non-firm power purchase agreement category, known as "non-firm PPA". This refers to the buying of electricity generated by the sun, wind and biomass, which are intermittent sources of power because production depends on weather conditions and seasons.

More electricity purchases from existing operators are aimed at keeping power bills affordable for households and businesses, according to the NEPC.

Solar and wind power is currently sold at 1 and 0.5 baht per kilowatt-hour (unit) respectively, which is less than the power tariff rate of 4.15 baht that will apply from January to April 2025.

The tariff rate depends mainly on prices of imported liquefied natural gas (LNG) in the spot market, which typically fluctuate.

Gas from domestic sources and LNG imports makes up 60% of the fuels used to generate power in Thailand.

If the proportion of renewable energy from non-firm PPAs increases, the country can reduce LNG imports while farmers who sell biomass fuel can earn more income, said Mr Pirapan.

"We buy more power from this category because of its low generation costs, which will eventually help us better control power bills," he said.

The council also approved additional purchase of electricity from the Theun Hinboun hydropower plant in Laos and the Nam Phong gas-fired power plant in Khon Kaen for another full year in 2025.
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                                Authorities are calling for bids for onshore petroleum exploration and production in nine areas in the Northeast and central region for the first time in 17 years to increase domestic petroleum supply.
This Round 25 auction is expected to lead to long-term national energy security and generate investment worth US$70 million in the petroleum industry, said the Department of Mineral Fuels.

"We have not called bids for new onshore petroleum projects since 2007. The new round of bidding provides an opportunity for Thai people to continually use oil and gas produced in the country," said director-general Warakorn Brahmopala.

The department yesterday invited Thai and foreign energy companies to join the auction, but it has yet to reveal the date of the auction.

Up to seven of the nine targeted areas are located in the northeastern provinces of Nong Bua Lam Phu, Udon Thani, Khon Kaen, Sakon Nakhon, Kalasin, Maha Sarakham, Yasothon, Amnat Charoen, Chaiyaphum, Nakhon Ratchasima, Buri Ram, Roi Et and Surin.

The remaining two blocks are in Phetchabun, Lopburi, Ratchaburi, Kanchanaburi, Nakhon Pathom and Suphan Buri in the Central Plains.

The nine areas cover a total area of 33,444.64 square kilometres.

"The new auction will also be part of the effort to stimulate the economy as the petroleum business brings royalties and tax to the government and creates jobs for local people," said Mr Warakorn.

At present, Thailand has seven onshore petroleum blocks, with combined production capacity of between 33,000-34,000 barrels a day, according to the Department of Mineral Fuels.

Six of them are in Kamphaeng Phet's Lan Krabue district, Chiang Mai's Fang district, Phetchabun's Wichian Buri district, Suphan Buri's U Thong district, Nakhon Pathom's Kamphaeng Saen district, and Khon Kaen's Nam Phong district.

The other is the Sinphuhorm block, which covers parts of Khon Kaen and Udon Thani.

PTT Exploration and Production Plc (PTTEP), the petroleum drilling arm of national oil and gas conglomerate PTT Plc, is operating the Sirikit block in Kamphaeng Phet, the country's largest onshore oil field.

PTTEP said earlier that it sees potential to increase production in the Sirikit block.
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                                Cybersecurity is one of the biggest concerns among enterprises looking ahead as the number of cyber-attacks is expected to soar in 2025 due to wider adoption of artificial intelligence (AI), Internet of Things (IoT) and cloud computing in Thailand, reflecting the trend towards digital transformation.
Cybersecurity will be more challenging and complex as several important factors are expected to develop with threats becoming increasingly diverse and sophisticated, said Sayam Tiewtranon, chief executive of Turnkey Communication Services (TKC), a SET-listed telecom systems consulting, design and engineering firm.

He said hackers will take advantage of new technologies such as AI, IoT and cloud computing to create more serious and diverse threats next year, such as more sophisticated ransomware and supply chain attacks.

The increasing use of IoT devices and their perpetual connection to the internet is creating more vulnerabilities for hackers to access, he added.

Meanwhile, mainstream activities of the current era such as remote working will increase cybersecurity risks as employees may connect to corporate networks via personal devices that may not be sufficiently secure.

Moreover, the country is facing a shortage of cybersecurity personnel.

Mr Sayam said critical infrastructure sectors will still be major targets of cyber-attacks in 2025 such as finance, energy and healthcare as the attacks may be carried out via AI to create malware that can effectively bypass defence systems.

According to the 2024 ThaiCERT report, there were 1,827 cases of cyber-attacks this year, of which 124 cases were in the private sector. Among the top five types of cyber-attacks were fake websites or URLs, data theft and disruption of services.

Top five sectors which were attacked were commerce, finance and banks, foreign commerce, retail, IT and telecom.

Mr Sayam said the government should continue tightening its cybersecurity measures to cope with the escalating cybersecurity menace.

It should raise awareness among the public and organisations about cyberthreats and how to they can ensure they are sufficiently protected.

It should also develop skilled human resources to deal with a variety of threats, and invest in modern cybersecurity technology such as AI-based intrusion detection and prevention systems.

In a related development, the National Cybersecurity Agency recently held the "Executive Education Certificate Program in Cybersecurity", a training course on cybersecurity for executives. Over 100 senior executives from government agencies and private organisations participated in the course.

According to the agency's secretary-general AVM Amorn Chomchoey, the course is part of an acceleration in the country's personnel development initiatives for training senior executives to create long-term planning strategies for them in terms of dealing with cyberthreats.
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                                Centara Hotels & Resorts, Thailand's leading hotel operator, has announced the formal opening of Centara Grand Lagoon Maldives next year on Feb 1.
Featuring 142 spacious beachfront villas, located within The Atollia by Centara Hotels & Resorts, Centara Grand Lagoon Maldives blends signature Thai-inspired hospitality with authentic Maldivian allure through a collection of thoughtfully curated experiences, excursions and complimentary nights.

Guests can book four nights while paying for three or book seven nights and pay for five when booking from now until March 31, 2025, for stays between Feb 1-Oct 15, 2025.

Centara Hotels & Resorts has 92 properties spanning all major Thai destinations plus the Maldives, Vietnam, Laos, China, Japan, Oman, Qatar, Turkey and the United Arab Emirates.

Centara's portfolio comprises six brands -- Centara Reserve, Centara Boutique Collection, Centara Grand, Centara, Centara Life, and COSI Hotels -- ranging from luxury island retreats and upscale family resorts to affordable lifestyle concepts.
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                                Energy Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga was in the spotlight this year as he pushed ahead with the uphill task of dissolving the Oil Fuel Fund Office (Offo) and developed a costly strategic petroleum reserve to better control oil and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) prices for Thailand over the long term.
His ministry drafted a new law to set up a commission to replace Offo in managing the Oil Fuel Fund, which is used as a cushion against surges in global petroleum prices through domestic oil and cooking gas price subsidy programmes.

Taxes imposed on the fuels keep the fund financially healthy, but the tax rates can be lowered when crude oil prices become expensive.

The bill needs approval from parliament.

Mr Pirapan believes the commission can better regulate the retail prices of oil and cooking gas.

Under the bill, the commission will determine appropriate tax rates in place of the Finance Ministry, whose role will be limited to tax collection. The panel will meet to discuss oil and LPG prices and will make price adjustments on a monthly basis in order to give businesses and households enough time to better plan their fuel usage.

Another difficult task for Mr Pirapan is a controversial idea to set up a strategic petroleum reserve (SPR) in Thailand.

Like the commission, the SPR is aimed at relieving the impact of global oil price fluctuations and ensuring the country has sufficient oil supplies in the event of unforeseen delivery disruptions by major suppliers, especially those in the Middle East.

Mr Pirapan wants Thailand to increase its oil reserves, both crude and refined, to cover 90 days of use, up from the current level of 50 days.

However, it difficult for the government and oil companies to purchase a huge amount of oil and invest in oil storage facilities because of budget constraints, according to an oil refinery company representative.
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                                People's increasing dependence on generative artificial intelligence (GenAI) could result in them losing out when it comes to developing important reading, writing and analytical skills in the future, according to experts.
Their biggest concern is that new generations of children who will have grown up with GenAI may lose the opportunity to nurture such vital skills.

The experts were sharing views on the GenAI trend during the AI Governance Webinar held recently by the AI Governance Centre, which operates under the Electronic Transactions Development Agency.

They said the skills that everyone should possess in the AI era, particularly children and young people, are cognitive skills related to the ability to think, analyse, solve problems and work with AI.

The other vital skills are an ability to ask questions or generate prompts to AI in order for AI to create the best possible output.

Skills that have become increasingly important are emotional intelligence and emotional management which are the skills AI has yet to be able to acquire.

According to the experts, relying too heavily on AI could affect people and it is important to use the technology with both awareness and governance.

The overall economy needs to see a balance between the benefits and the risks in order to use GenAI appropriately, responsibly and with the greatest benefit, based on ethics and good governance among all parties including developers, users and regulators.

Currently, Thailand does not have any laws directly related to the use of AI but there are other laws to deal with sensitive issues, such as copyright laws, the Personal Data Protection Act and cybersecurity laws.

According to the experts, among the risks pertaining to AI is confabulation. This is when AI creates results or responses that seem believable but are incorrect, which can lead to misunderstandings and can even lead users to make incorrect decisions.

The second risk is discrimination. As the data used to train GenAI may have hidden biases or stereotypes, this causes GenAI to produce biased results.

Third is using GenAI to create images or even text that may contain copyright infringement issues.

Fourth is a violation of personal data and privacy. If there are no strict controls, AI might disclose personal data or corporate data without gaining permission.
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                                The planned "salt tax" is expected to materialise within the next year, with implementation in the form of a tiered system based on sodium levels.
According to Kulaya Tantitemit, director-general of the Excise Department, Thai people currently consume twice the amount of sodium than the standard recommended, and measures to reduce this level of consumption are deemed necessary.

This is similar to the sugar tax introduced by the Excise Department 7-8 years ago, which led beverage producers to reduce sugar content in their products.

According to Ms Kulaya, the products likely to be subject to the salt tax first might be snacks, which are considered to be non-essential items when it comes to food consumption. The implementation of this measure will be made on a gradual basis to avoid burdening businesses, she added.

She also said the salt tax, based on the level of sodium found in foods, would result in the imposition of a higher tax rate on foods with a higher sodium content and a lower rate of tax on foods with lower levels of sodium. The tax will be structured in a tiered system.

Ms Kulaya said the department has also discussed the restructuring of the tax of batteries to promote environmental friendliness, saying that the existing excise tax rate on batteries is 8%.

Under the new structure, the tax will depend on environmental factors such as energy density.

For example, batteries that release a greater electrical charge relative to their weight would face a lower tax rate than those that release a lower charge but are heavier.

Additionally, the tax will also take into account a battery's life cycle, such as the number of charge cycles it can undergo. Batteries with a higher number of charge cycles will face a lower tax rate compared to those with fewer charge cycles.

On the excise tax collection target in fiscal 2025, the department has been assigned a target of 609 billion baht, up 16% from the previous fiscal year.
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																Today, Andaman coastal communities in Phuket, Phangnga, Krabi, Trang, Satun and Ranong provinces commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami that claimed more than 5,000 lives and injured 8,000 others. Tears will be shed. Survivors, family and friends of the victims will retell their sad memories.
Apart from organising heartfelt commemorative events, the government and local administration bodies will tell the public about the progress made in which communities were rebuilt and tsunami warning systems installed along vulnerable coastal zones.

The big question remains: did the tsunami help the government and authorities adopt a more proactive mindset towards preventing disasters? The answer is affirmatively no.

To begin with, the tsunami warning towers along the Andaman Coast, installed after the 2004 tsunami, have malfunctioned occasionally, setting off false alarms. Communities that once conducted evacuation drills now rarely do so, except for a few notable ones, such as Ban Nam Khem in Phangnga province.

In the bigger picture, governments remain stuck with band-aid solution mindsets. Instead of preparing people to deal with a disaster, central and local government officials are keen to provide evacuation and relief items after natural disasters have already hit communities.

Some disaster warning towers and evacuation shelters do not work when needed most. One glaring example concerns the floods in Mae Sai in Chiang Mai in September. All three affected districts -- Mae Sai, Mae Fah Luang, and Muang -- were equipped with disaster warning systems and emergency response plans.

However, the systems, which rely on electricity and telecom signals, failed when the power was cut and telecom posts were damaged by the floods.

If anything, the country's natural disaster prevention efforts have deteriorated over the past two decades. The National Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Committee (NDPMC), the focal point for management efforts, has been kicked around from under the responsibility of the Prime Minister's Office, with the PM as commander, to the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society, and finally the Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation under the Ministry of Interior.

Regardless of structural changes and hierarchies put in place, the public has not received timely disaster warnings. Villagers still have to climb to their roofs in the event of disaster, waiting for good samaritans for help.

The idea of a cell broadcast service (CBS), which allows emergency weather warnings to be sent across all devices connected to mobile networks within a certain target area, is moving at a glacial pace. Only last month, the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) and a major operator conducted trials of the cell broadcast emergency alert system on the company's live telecom network in Phuket.

The government promises that CBS will be active in the second half of 2025. It remains to be seen whether the pledge will be upheld. Civic groups have demanded that the government and NBTC force telecom operators to provide this service for years.

For relatives of victims and survivors, the tsunami anniversary is an indelible tragic memory. For society as a whole, it serves as an illustration of how slow the learning curve has been.

Mother Nature tapped us on the shoulder 20 years ago, urging us to be prepared, and we have failed to take heed.
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																A leader of the team that identified thousands of victims of the 2004 tsunami now believes that Interpol's 99.9% certainty rule should be adapted out of compassion to try to reunite the remaining 380 nameless victims with their families. Twenty years on, the full story behind the huge detective saga in Thailand that gave names back to thousands of victims of the 2004 tsunami is being told for the first time.
If anything positive emerged in the aftermath of the big wave that killed more than 220,000 people around the Indian Ocean, it was the teamwork of more than 30 countries in giving back identities to as many of the dead as possible.

Karl Kent, now a deputy secretary with the state Victoria Police, led the Australian Federal Police team that arrived in Phuket 60 hours after the big wave.

The Australians, largely because of expertise developed in the aftermath of the 2002 Bali terrorist bombings, became co-leaders with the Thai government in the largest forensic investigation of the century.

The Thai Tsunami Victim Identification (TTVI) unit succeeded against the odds and deserves to be remembered with gratitude on this day when the biggest natural disaster of modern times is commemorated.

Encased in secrecy to protect families' privacy, it has taken almost 20 years for many aspects of the TTVI process to be revealed. Today, Mr Kent, once obliged to seek 99.9% perfection in identifications, advocates a dramatic one-off change in a compassionate approach that could make it possible to return some of the 380 nameless victims to their grieving families.

"My hat will always be tipped to the Thai people and the Thai government of the day," Mr Kent said when we talked for the first time in almost two decades. "When our team arrived we believed we were responding to 300 deaths on a beach in Phuket."

In the days, weeks and months that followed, Mr Kent and the team of disaster victim identification specialists, intelligence operatives, non-police experts, pathologists and on-call dentists from private practice, plus diplomats, dealt with many issues that went far beyond the grim process of giving IDs back to the nameless dead using fingerprints, dental records and DNA.

It became a massive endeavour, with more than 30 other nations joining in. "How do you eat an elephant?" Mr Kent asked me during an interview back then. His answer: "One mouthful at a time."

Politically, times were very different in 2005. It was suggested that an experienced American company could be engaged to process DNA samples. Several European countries objected. "There's no way, we don't want to send our data there," Mr Kent said he was told. So the key DNA role went to a facility with much less experience -- in Beijing. China had offered to provide the service for free. Given the shift in geopolitics over two decades, would the same decision be made today?

The tsunami in Thailand became distinctive because Phuket and the Andaman coast were tourist meccas. By the time communications were restored and the world learned of the huge tragedy in Indonesia, where about 160,000 died in Banda Aceh, aid organisations were already preparing to do what they could.

It took 40 days for the concept of an international approach to identifying bodies from more than 40 countries to be accepted. Pol Gen Nopadol Somboonsap, a cool-headed officer, oversaw the operation from its beginning.

Some families insisted on having their relatives returned immediately, even though visual identification sometimes proved to be mistaken. About 1,910 bodies were handed back before the TTVI took control. The ideal of all the remaining victims being treated as equals and being identified to Interpol 99.9% standard was adopted.

In the early days, the fear of Thailand's most famous forensic pathologist, Khunying Porntip Rojanasunan, back then director-general of the Central Institute of Forensic Science, was that the international teams would identify their own citizens, then pack up and go home.

Mr Kent said the intention was to treat all victims equally and to identify as many as possible.

Superior data on tourist victims, especially dental records, makes their identification swifter. Sadly, there are fewer records among what's known as antemortem data for the Thais and the Burmese. Families of Thais and non-Thais all wanted the bodies returned fast. Some grew frustrated and irate. And so at a tipping point, the Thai authorities reacted. The TTVI team was told they would be disbanded unless the identification rate of Thais was lifted.

"I remember General Nopadol saying, 'You'll be shut down if you cannot lift your identification rate for Thais to match non-Thais. And we were actually stopped for two days,'' Mr Kent says. "During that time, we were informed that Thai police stations hold the fingerprints of virtually every adult citizen. Once we were given those fingerprints for potential matches, the rate of identification of Thais speeded up considerably."

Over its 14-month lifespan, the TTVI unit identified thousands of nameless victims. It wasn't always easy because simple errors, such as reading a nine upside down as a six, could lead to a corpse being delivered to the wrong family. Mistakes occurred more frequently before the TTVI was created. Initially, the 5,395 bodies were sorted by race: Asian, Caucasian, black. As time passed, the difficulty of determining even this much meant that the number in the fourth category, indeterminate, invariably grew.

Mr Kent remembers joining a British colleague to apologise in person to two families for a mixup in which a British victim was wrongly returned to a Thai family. A Thai's body was given to the British family.

I reported on a man in Phang Nga, cremating his wife for the second time. The first cremation had been for the wrong woman -- even though she had been visually identified by a sister. As a loving husband, the man kept her teeth, which had survived the fire, in a box as a memento. When officers from the TTVI came knocking at his home in a village close to the township of Takuapa, he was able to provide them with those teeth. DNA tests on one of the couple's two children confirmed the suspicions of TTVI investigators: the wrong body had been returned.

While the TTVI operation was hugely successful and correctly identified thousands of bodies using fingerprints, dental records and DNA, the remains of 380 unnamed victims still lie in a cemetery in Phang Nga. They were buried within metal containers designed to preserve their DNA for as long as possible.

Mr Kent agrees that the idea of trying now, 20 years on, to give back names to as many as possible would be a good thing. If Thai law permits, he said a board could be set up to manage fresh identifications based on probability instead of beyond reasonable doubt. "We do build cases where you have multiple pieces of evidence that, together, provide a case for identification,'' Mr Kent says. "That could be an ethical and appropriate approach."



Alan Morison is a veteran Australian journalist.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2927291/return-nameless-victims-to-heal-tsunami-wounds



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									The conflict in Syria is not quite over yet								

															

																The extraordinary and fast-moving events in Syria have gripped the world. What was viewed as a forgotten, forsaken and frozen conflict churning on for nearly 14 years, has suddenly jumped into the headlines to round out this tumultuous year.
Syria at long last has been freed from the Assad family dictatorship which had ruthlessly ruled this ancient land for 53 years. People are overjoyed; celebrations rocked the capital as citizens embraced freedom but have yet to achieve democracy. But the strife may not be over yet in sections of the country. President-elect Donald Trump warned, "Turkey did an unfriendly takeover of Syria."

Donald Trump was referring to Turkey's overt military support to the Islamic HTS rebels who toppled Mr Assad. Turkish strongman President Recep Tayyip Erdogan now openly enters the game as Turkey plans on settling scores with the Kurdish minority just across its border with Syria. Mr Erdogan wants large numbers of the 3.5 million mostly Syrian refugees currently in Turkey to now go home. That's understandable. The other is setting boundaries barring Kurdish militants via a "safe zone" carved by force from Syrian territory along the long frontier.

But now comes the undertow of a sanguinary history; the cities turned to rubble by the civil war between Mr Assad's Russian backed regime and Islamic fundamentalist forces which have turned the land into a hellscape. Aleppo, Hama, Homs were signposts of despair for a decade. Millions of people fled and millions are internally displaced.

In its first meeting on Syria since Mr Assad's fall, the fifteen member UN Security Council looked to the way forward. Geir Pedersen, the UN's long serving Special Envoy stated, "While battlefield developments might be winding down...the conflict is far from over" and "the challenges of winning the peace are staggering in scale and complexity." A new constitution ensuring a non-sectarian state with protections for Alawites, Druze and Christians is key.

The Norwegian diplomat conceded, "Syria remains volatile for those who remain inside and for those who wish to return."

The UN's humanitarian coordinator Tom Fletcher added, "What has not changed is the scale of the humanitarian crisis. Syria was already one of the largest humanitarian crises in the world, with 17 million people, more than 70% of the population, in need of support."

Mr Fletcher stressed the need for wider humanitarian funding to meet winter needs; "Since 2016, more than US$38 billion has gone to the UN-coordinated appeals for Syria and for the regional refugee response. But this year's humanitarian appeal, the largest country appeal in the world, is also one of the most poorly supported."

Rebuilding from the rubble remains daunting. Wealthy Arab states and Europe should focus on funding recovery and development support to rebuild Syria. Many diplomats and humanitarian officials feel that existing tough economic sanctions on Syria should be loosened or lifted.

But what about political reconciliation? The UN had been endlessly working on this for years; uniting the rebel and democratic factions opposed to Mr Assad. Now that the dictator has fallen, who will rule? Turkish-backed HTS Islamic fundamentalist forces remains the most powerful faction. Equally Islamic State continues to be a major threat in parts of Syria.

The Security Council members issued a statement which "called for the implementation of an inclusive and Syrian-led and Syrian-owned political process." Significantly the Council "underscored the importance of combating terrorism in Syria."

From the civil society side in Syria came a voice of an exiled filmmaker now living in London. Waad Al-Kateab stated, "For too long, Syria has been left to bleed while the world debated and hesitated. For too long, we have waited for action. The time for excuses is over. The time for action is now."

Mr Assad's rule presided over a brutal and ghoulish police state which carried out mass killings, torture and human rights violations. Detailing the victims and the crimes and preserving evidence remains paramount to facilitating a healing process based on justice. Tracking the mass graves and the missing persons becomes urgent.

Despite the current public optimism for peace, diplomats remain privately nervous over what could quickly unravel. After all, given the armed factions and the political players such as the Islamic HTS militants, once aligned with Al-Qaeda, Syria remains awash with weapons and emotions.

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres advised, "Today there is a flame of hope in Syria. That flame must not be extinguished." Syrians want to smile.



John J Metzler is a longtime United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2927296/the-conflict-in-syria-is-not-quite-over-yet



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									GDP figures don't reflect real situation								

								ECONOMY TALK
							

																	
										
											[image: Former PM Thaksin Shinawatra advocates a digital currency, but experts, including the Thailand Development Research Institute and columnist Chartchai Parasuk, warn it could add confusion to the economy. (Photo: 123RF.com)]
																							
													Former PM Thaksin Shinawatra advocates a digital currency, but experts, including the Thailand Development Research Institute and columnist Chartchai Parasuk, warn it could add confusion to the economy. (Photo: 123RF.com)												

																					

									

																This article is the last for 2024. I have made many bad predictions about the Thai economy throughout the year. Many became true, like the contracting credit market, the NPL explosion, and an ineffective cash handout programme. Many have not become true (or have they?). One was GDP growth. Instead of shrinking as I predicted, GDP growth rates improved from quarter to quarter. They were 1.6% for Q1, 2.2% for Q2, and 3.0% for Q3. And it is expected to be 3.5% for Q4 to fulfil the annual 2.6% growth projection.
Why do people take National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) GDP figures as sacred, as if the numbers were brought down from Mt Sinai by Moses himself? Is the NESDC as sacred as Moses? People do not realise that GDP accounts are unaudited and the NESDC is not an independent organisation. This article will question the reliability of the NESDC through conflicting actual data on the economy and the NESDC's GDP compilation figures.

If North Korea reported 3.1% GDP growth for 2023, would readers believe the figure? Driving factors came from a 5.9% expansion in the manufacturing sector and an 8.2% rise in construction activities. Moreover, it was an exceptional year for crops as the wheat and barley harvest rose 22.2%. All these factors saw North Korea's GDP growth rate double that of South Korea (1.4% growth).

No? The numbers seem too good to be true, and who would believe the numbers coming out of Pyongyang? This must be more of President Kim's propaganda to outshine South Korea.

What if I told readers that the above numbers accurately presented the North Korean economic situation in 2023 and did not come from Pyongyang but from Seoul? The numbers were collected and reported by the Bank of Korea. Would the opinion be totally different?

Creditability is essential when it comes to data reporting.

If one's thermometer indicates that the temperature outside is 20 degrees Celsius, but when one steps outside one sweats, what would one do? Logically, one checks whether the thermometer still works properly.

When the NESDC indicates that Thai economic growth is improving, but all Thais -- consumers, business owners, bankers, and even the government -- complain about a worsening economy, logically, one should check relevant economic data. My reality check is in the table attached.

Let's start with the bankers. Banks are at the top of the food chain. They provide liquidity to manufacturers and consumers. The whole economy collapses without sufficient liquidity. This fact is proven throughout world economic history, such as the Great Depression, the Tom Yum Kung crisis, and the Hamburger crisis. That is why when I am right about projecting the liquidity situation, I am also confident about my GDP projections.

The credit situation in Thailand is far from being supportive of economic growth. On the contrary, it indicates a contracting economy, particularly in Q3 when private credit contracted 131.1 billion baht. The impact of credit contraction is evident on durable goods sales such as housing and automobiles. Again, see the table.

The Bank of Thailand attempted to counter the contracting credit situation by releasing an unprecedented amount of liquidity into the system. Some 610 billion baht of new liquidity was released in September and October. Unfortunately, banks kept 550 billion baht of it in deposits and used the rest to buy government bonds. As for credit expansion, even with an unprecedented liquidity injection, commercial banks recalled 17.6 billion baht of private credit during those two months.

Surprised? No. Just look at the second row -- outstanding NPLs -- of the table. The Q3 NPL figure excludes another 480 billion baht of Special Mentioned loans.

The monetary policy is now officially ineffective, i.e., the economy is in a liquidity trap situation.

Thaksin probably knows this liquidity trap problem and will try to create a "new kind of liquidity", namely stable coins, to bypass the zombie banking system. I can tell readers right away that such a move will not work in Thailand for three key reasons -- legal, international ratings, and no distribution channel.

I think Thaksin's concept of "stable coins" is derived from Donald Trump's idea of promoting Bitcoin use in the US to supplement bank loans. However, using cryptocurrencies in the US will not involve the government but will be done 100% by the private sector. Mr Trump just promoted using them use.

In Thailand, stable coins would be issued by the government. Hence, the problems of legal, international ratings, and distribution channels must be considered. After consideration, this concept would vaporize, like the digital wallet.

[image: ]

Back to the GDP issue.

The NESDC cannot write GDP numbers at will. They have to be properly "cooked". The key issue in pushing for higher GDP growth is replacing a sharp decline in durable goods consumption, as shown in rows 3 and 4 of the table.

I will use Q3 as a case in point. The drop in housing and automobile sales is estimated to be about 100 billion baht for the quarter. The 100 billion baht in consumption loss would pull GDP growth down by 2.2%. Replacement consumption must, therefore, be conjured up.

This would be the "Restaurants and Hotels" category, which increased by 115 billion baht or showed 19.8% growth in Q3. The first question that comes to my mind is where do consumers get the money to consume more? The 100 billion baht of consumption loss for durable goods was supposed to be financed by loans. There is no need to say that Thai consumers do not have extra cash. How can Thai consumers be able to do self-financing of 115 billion baht while unable to pay back existing loans, causing NPLs to rise to 1.2 trillion baht?

Moreover, in a recent interview, the president of the Thai Restaurant Association said restaurant sales dropped by 40%. Even with restaurant chains listed on the stock market showing an 8.9% increase in sales in Q3, where did the 19.8% rise in expenditure on restaurants and hotels come from?

Please do not say that the rise in consumption in the restaurants and hotels category comes from foreign tourist spending. Foreign tourist spending of 123.5 billion baht in Q3 was already recorded under the "Exports of Services" category and cannot be counted twice. The 115 billion baht increase in spending in this category is solely from Thai consumers. I will not say whether NESDC numbers are reliable. Readers can judge that after reading the article. For me, Q3 GDP is not 3.0% but, after proper adjustments, 0.2%.

My last word for this year. Whatever predictions I made for 2024 that have not come true yet will come true in 2025.

Merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
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																Today, we honour the memory of the 230,000 lives lost to the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami and reflect on the countless lives forever changed. This tragic event, which devastated Thailand and more than a dozen other countries across the region, stands as a stark reminder of our shared responsibility to reduce disaster risks.
If a tsunami of the same magnitude struck today, would the devastation be as catastrophic as it was 20 years ago? Likely not. Over the past two decades, global cooperation, led by countries like Thailand, has driven significant progress in disaster risk reduction. One of the most critical achievements is the establishment of the Indian Ocean Tsunami Early Warning System, now covering 27 countries.

To build on this progress, it is essential to continue strengthening early warning systems in line with the United Nations' call for "Early Warnings for All". Such efforts ensure that communities worldwide are better prepared to act swiftly and effectively when disasters strike. Reflecting on the lessons of the 2004 tsunami, we should focus our efforts on the following critical areas:

1. Recognise that disasters take many forms: A multi-hazard approach recognises that disasters are diverse. They can be geological, technological, biological, and those exacerbated by the climate crisis, such as extreme heat. The United Nations' secretary-general has called for urgent action to address extreme heat, which disproportionately impacts vulnerable populations. Integrating diverse hazards, including extreme heat, into early warning systems, ensures a comprehensive approach to disaster preparedness.

2. Shift from reactive to proactive investments in disaster resilience: The 2004 tsunami underscored the need to shift from reactive to proactive investments in resilience. Early warning systems not only save lives but also offer substantial economic benefits -- up to a 20-fold return on investment through avoided losses. Integrating dedicated funding for disaster risk reduction into national budgets is essential to implementing effective measures and strategies.

3. Empower local actors to reduce risks: Equipping frontline communities and local authorities with resources and leadership roles ensures that solutions are tailored to the unique risks they face. The "Making Cities Resilient 2030" initiative, led by the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction's (UNDRR), supports local governments and communities in integrating disaster risk reduction into planning and policies, thereby strengthening resilience at the community level. The "Tsunami Project", led by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Government of Japan, focuses on fostering a culture of tsunami preparedness, particularly in schools and communities, to help ensure that the devastating losses from the Indian Ocean Tsunami are never repeated. This partnership has supported over 700 schools in 24 Asia-Pacific countries to conduct tsunami drills and education programmes, engaging over 218,000 students, teachers, local officials, and community members. Such strategies that prioritise "Building Back Better" and recovery readiness before disasters strike lay the foundation for stronger, more resilient societies capable of withstanding future shocks and recover faster.

4. Leave no one behind: Disasters disproportionately impact women, children, older persons, and persons with disabilities. Engaging them in designing and implementing early warning systems and risk reduction measures leverages their knowledge, ensures better protection and empowers them. Thailand is one of the countries where the "Tsunami Project" has shown considerable success. By fostering education, inclusivity, and community engagement, UNDP, in collaboration with the Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM), the Office of the Basic Education Commission (OBEC), and the Thai Red Cross Society, developed the "National Guidelines for Tsunami Evacuation Plans and Drills for Schools in Thailand". These guidelines are now adopted by schools across Thailand to ensure students and teachers are equipped with preparedness plans and evacuation drills. In Thailand, the partnership also supported students with disabilities. For example, through the process of conducting drills, evacuation routes in schools were upgraded to become more wheelchair-friendly.

The 2004 tsunami taught us critical lessons about recognising natural warning signs and the importance of seeking safety on higher ground. Passing these lessons to today's youth -- many of whom were too young to remember or not yet born -- is indispensable for building a culture of preparedness. In 2025, with this need in mind, UNDP will broaden its efforts by helping countries to integrate tsunami preparedness into national policies and school curricula, in order to ensure that all schools and communities are empowered to reduce their risks and increase their safety in the event of a tsunami.

Thailand's progress in rebuilding after the 2004 tsunami exemplifies what is possible when governments, communities and businesses come together. Beyond reconstruction, Thailand has developed deep expertise in disaster risk reduction and has emerged as a strong advocate for international cooperation. This positions Thailand uniquely to share its knowledge and support other countries across the Asean region and beyond in building their resilience against future threats. International cooperation and goodwill are the only way to address today's challenges and transform them into opportunities for stronger, more thriving countries and societies.



Marco Toscano-Rivalta is the Regional Chief for Asia-Pacific of the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR). Niamh Collier-Smith is the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Resident Representative in Thailand.
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																The Anti-Corruption Organisation of Thailand's (ACT) annual report -- often released in the third week of December -- has always dented the festive mood.
This list of the 10 most glaring corruption cases of the year often concerns dubious bids, overpriced infrastructure schemes, state land grabs and forest trespassing by influential people, as well as large-scale bribery by officials.

The latest report released on Monday sounds the alarm about a problem with the country's judicial system. Two of the top three listed cases involve law-enforcement and judicial bodies -- the Ministry of Justice and the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) -- a state graft buster which eradicates corruption.

The first case is related to the policy on detention outside prison by the Department of Corrections under the Ministry of Justice. This ministerial regulation, written during the former Prayut Chan-o-cha government, in a bid to reduce prison congestion and modernise the corrections system, is suspected of helping some high-profile prisoners convicted on state corruption charges.

This policy allowed former PM Thaksin Shinawatra to serve his whole jail term on the 14th floor of the Police General Hospital despite public doubts as to whether he was really sick. The same rule was applied to Apichart "Sia Piang" Jansakulporn, a businessman sentenced to 48 years behind bars for his involvement in the rice-pledging scandal initiated during the previous Yingluck Shinawatra government, being released on Oct 9 due to health problems. He served seven years in prison as his term was largely commuted by pardons.

The Department of Corrections and policymakers need to review the impact of its policy on the system. Critics even proposed that a national committee make decisions on which convicts deserve to be detained outside regular prison instead of letting the department and the justice minister push the button.

It is about time for the Ministry of Justice to listen and improve. Letting influential convicts spend their jail terms in more cosy environments could embolden wrongdoers and even affect the state's attempt to eradicate corruption.

Another case took place in May when the Criminal Court of Corruption acquitted former culture minister Itthiphol Khunpluem, who was charged with granting an illegal construction permit for a high-rise in Pattaya, Chon Buri province. Itthiphol did not clear his name in court; rather, the court acquitted him because the 15-year statute of limitations on his case expired. The court criticised the NACC for shelving the case for over 13 years. The NACC only asked the state attorney to forward the case to the court last year.

The remaining eight projects are tied to government and state agencies' poor performance in terms of enforcing the law on the private sector and influential people. The second most notorious corruption case relates to the Department of Land Transport (DLT) which granted a permit for a public bus despite it illegally carrying many tanks of compressed natural gas. The bus caught fire on Vibhavadi Rangsit Road on Oct 1, claiming the lives of 20 students and three teachers. To date, no officials from the DLT have been held responsible.

The government must get serious in fighting corruption. The premier has tried to boost the economy and make Thailand more competitive on the global stage. These lofty goals will likely not pan out unless such corruption is fully stamped out.
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																In recent years, the concept of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) has gained significant attention from the international community, including the United Nations and the G20, as a new policy paradigm for development. But understanding the risks of DPI is crucial to ensuring that its potential benefits materialise.
The risks stem from the fact that "digital public infrastructure" lacks a clear definition. The term encompasses the many digital technologies that serve as economic and social infrastructure, from digital identification and payment systems to data exchanges and health services. As a policy initiative, though, DPI refers to a vague vision of using these technologies to serve the public interest. This could result in the internet and technological innovation working for everyone -- or just as easily turn them into tools for political control.

In discussions about DPI, policymakers often point to cases that highlight how technology and connectivity can spur development. They frequently cite India's Unified Payments Interface, which has expanded financial inclusion and reduced the costs of digital transactions for its hundreds of millions of users.

It is also understood that such infrastructure is to be built with Digital Public Goods (DPGs), a concept that encompasses open-source software, open standards, and other non-proprietary components. This definition is partly intended to position DPIs as being "for the public" but also to enhance competition and mitigate concentrations of power in the global digital economy.

Lastly, proponents point out that DPI could bolster international cooperation, particularly as the 20-year review of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) approaches. This important UN initiative has provided the framework for countries to collaborate on digital development. Although authoritarian states have previously sought to assert greater control over the internet's governance during these negotiations, a focus on promoting DPI could avoid this politicised debate and instead foster a constructive agenda to bridge digital divides.

But basing policy on such an ill-defined concept poses significant risks. Ideally, governments would convene other stakeholders to create an enabling environment for DPI and safeguard users' rights and interests. It is easy to imagine, however, that some governments will place their own interests above civil liberties and fundamental rights, using this infrastructure for surveillance and targeting in the name of law enforcement or national security. An especially pernicious example could involve the monitoring and regulation of individual behaviour through dystopian social-credit systems.

Moreover, while many proponents hope that DPI could chip away at Big Tech's outsize power, it has also been associated with narratives of digital sovereignty that could contribute to the internet's fragmentation -- a systemic threat to global communications. For example, one can imagine scenarios in which some governments challenge the multi-stakeholder model for governing global internet resources like IP addresses and domain names on the grounds that they constitute DPIs.

In fact, we recently witnessed something similar in the European Union when it proposed an amendment to the Electronic Identification, Authentication, and Trust Services (eIDAS) regulation that would have empowered governments to mandate the recognition of digital certificates that did not adhere to stringent industry standards. This risked undermining the global governance model for browser security and could have allowed European governments to survey communications both within and beyond their borders.

The policy vision of DPI will continue to evolve, and ongoing discussions, it is hoped, will help identify and clarify further opportunities and risks. Initiatives such as the UN's Universal DPI Safeguards Framework, which seeks to establish guardrails for DPI, are a promising start. But much more must be done. For example, the UN's framework has recognised the need for continuous learning to ensure that the right safeguards are in place.

As the concept of DPI gains traction in the UN system and other multilateral organisations, vigorous and informed debate regarding its potential advantages -- and pitfalls -- will be essential. With clear-cut policy guidelines and protections, we can help prevent these technologies from becoming tools for surveillance and repression, ensure that everyone benefits from the burgeoning digital economy, and keep the internet open, globally connected, and secure. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Carl Gahnberg is Director of Policy Development and Research at the Internet Society.
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																By many accounts, Thailand consistently ranks among the most vulnerable countries in the world to climate change. The oft-cited Global Climate Risk Index by GermanWatch ranked Thailand's long-term climate risk in 2021 as 9th in the world.
Thailand is one of the 10 most flood-affected countries in the world, and the risks it faces are expected to increase. In Thailand, "the number of people affected by an extreme river flood could grow by over 2 million by 2035-2044, and coastal flooding could affect a further 2.4 million people by 2070-2100", according to the 2021 climate risk country profile, published by the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank.

Climate change not only threatens all key sectors of Thailand's economy, but its critical infrastructure in many areas is highly exposed to worsening climate scenarios, particularly the risks of heat stress, more intense and frequent floods, and land subsidence.

As one of the world's most unequal countries in terms of income and wealth equality, what is more worrisome is that vulnerable groups in Thailand are likely to be the most disproportionately affected by climate change. Rural communities still dependent on agriculture and already saddled with high debt will face increased risks of crop damage and lower yields from floods and/or droughts, low-income urban residents face increased risk of property damage and loss of livelihoods from floods, and low-pay workers who work outdoors face increased risk of health hazards from higher temperatures.

These potential climate impacts have clear implications on the health and wellbeing of the populace, and the income inequality and economic competitiveness of the country means that Thailand needs significant financing for climate adaptation. Such "adaptation finance" should be considered worthwhile investments, not expenses, since its purpose is to help avoid or reduce climate change's social and economic impacts.

Financing this adaptation to climate change is complex because successful activities are highly context-specific -- financing better disaster preparedness requires a different approach from financing climate-smart agriculture, for example. However, we can estimate the overall scale of adaptation financing needed by looking at potential losses and damages from climate change. In 2021, for example, the Climate Economics Index of insurance giant Swiss Re estimates that Thailand's cumulative losses from climate change could amount to 19.5% of GDP by 2050, up from the 2018 level, if the world's average temperature rises 2C, and 42.6% of GDP under a 3.2C rise.

Given Thailand's 2018 GDP of US$507 billion (17 trillion baht), the 19.5% cumulative loss estimate under the 2C rise scenario translates to $99 billion between 2018-2050. Adaptation investment totalling less than this amount is, therefore, worth making if it can help avoid such losses. Given the volatility and uncertainties inherent in climate risks, a precise calculation may be impossible, but this kind of ballpark estimate is still helpful in gauging the size of adaptation finance that would be needed.

The amount of climate adaptation finance in Thailand remains minuscule compared to the financing needs. For an ongoing research project, our research team at Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT) compiled publicly disclosed data from different sources of funds and found that the total financing in Thailand that went into climate adaptation activities between 2018-2024 amounted to only 14 billion baht, most of which was spent by the government in various conservation projects (which helps reduce climate change impacts on ecosystems), promoting climate-smart rice farming with support from the Green Climate Fund, flood diversion canals, and disaster risk reduction programmes.

Thailand is not alone in facing a significant financing gap between climate adaptation needs and actual investments. The Adaptation Gap Report 2023 by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) estimates the current adaptation finance gap worldwide at $194-366 billion per year. The report suggests several ways to increase adaptation financing, including "domestic expenditure and international and private sector finance. Additional avenues include remittances, increasing and tailoring finance to small and medium enterprises, and reforming the global financial architecture. The new Loss and Damage fund will also need to move towards more innovative financing mechanisms to reach the necessary scale of investment."

Meanwhile, in September, the Global Innovation Lab for Climate Finance, or "the Lab" in short, launched a report titled "A Decade of Climate Finance Innovation: Impact Lessons from the Lab". The Lab was founded in 2014 by the UK, German, and US governments as a global public-private initiative to "identify, design, and support the piloting of new climate finance instruments with the aim of unlocking billions of dollars of fresh private investment for climate change mitigation and adaption in developing countries". Members of the Lab include leaders from governments, pension funds, investment banks, project developers, and development finance institutions. During its first decade, the Lab's portfolio of climate finance solutions has mobilised over $4 billion through 78 innovative financing instruments in emerging markets around the world, including $1.6 billion from the private sector.

I believe the Lab's success stories in spurring private investment in climate adaptation are highly instructive and applicable for Thailand. Thailand needs the private sector to engage in climate financing. Despite the country's well-developed and sophisticated private sector, financial markets, and financial institutions, the involvement of the private sector and private financial institutions in adaptation financing has been nearly nonexistent.

I pick three of these strategies depicted in The Lab's report and rank them in the order of urgency that I believe suits Thailand's context.

1. Capacity-building reduces pipeline risk and creates investment incentives.

Many promising climate adaptation projects in Thailand are conceived and run by government officials, civil society and philanthropic organisations or local community members. They, or people who assist them with access to finance, need more technical skills to create and maintain monitoring systems to measure and report climate adaptation outcomes.

They also need certain financial know-how to secure loans and manage climate adaptation finances. Funders, especially grant-based, should provide technical assistance for the entire duration, ranging from initial planning to ensuring that projects can be operated and monitored in the long run.

Access to credible and actionable climate risk data, particularly water stress maps and heat stress maps under different climate scenarios, is among the first steps that are necessary to incentivise private investment in climate adaptation since companies will be spurred to action if they see more clearly how climate change will likely affect their business.

Therefore, technical assistance and investments in the gathering, analysis, and distribution of climate risk data should also form an integral part of climate finance capacity building in Thailand.

2. Blended finance mitigates risks and unlocks private capital.

Many risks, such as political instability and revenue risks, are common barriers to private investment in developing countries, including Thailand. The growing field of structuring "blended finance", or using public and philanthropic funds to mobilise private capital, helps alleviate the concerns of private investors and allows different types of investors with different risk appetites to work together for a common goal.

There should be many opportunities for structuring blended finance for climate adaptation in Thailand, given the well-developed financial markets and financial intermediaries, a small but growing number of impact investors, the need for a more cost-effective deployment of the government budget, especially in response to climate-related disasters, and the clear climate-adaptation needs.

3. Aggregated portfolios better meet the needs of larger private investors.

Small projects often find it difficult to attract larger investors due to high transaction costs and low per-transaction returns. Bundling several projects into a single investment package can make them more attractive and achieve the necessary economies of scale for larger investors. In India, the Lab-supported Sustainable Energy Bonds (SEBs) bundled small loans for rooftop solar and energy efficiency retrofits to spread their fixed costs and create an appealing value proposition for debt investors.

CFNT explored a similar concept in our research report, "Here Comes Everybody: Boosting Residential Solar Financing with Crowdfunding Models in Thailand", which was launched in October.



Sarinee Achavanuntakul is Head of Research at Fair Finance Thailand and Director of Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT).
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																At this time of year, many people pause to reflect on the true meaning of philanthropy, asking themselves: What is the best way to give? To whom should I give? And, perhaps most importantly, why should I give?
Fifteen years ago, I published Dead Aid: Why Aid Is Not Working and How There Is a Better Way for Africa. I argued that government-to-government aid, rather than fuelling economic growth, inadvertently harms the very countries it is meant to help. Since then, philanthropists have often sought my advice about their desire to grapple with seemingly intractable challenges, such as extreme poverty or climate change.

In this season of giving, donors should ask themselves twelve key questions when considering how, where, and why to give. The first question is relatively straightforward: What motivates you? Are you looking to spread joy -- for example, by supporting the arts -- or alleviate suffering by aiding communities affected by war or natural disasters? Both approaches are vital and commendable.

Second, how can you use your time and financial resources effectively? In a world of competing needs, it's not just how much we give but how we do it that ultimately determines our ability to effect positive change. For example, consider a philanthropist with US$100 million (3.4 billion baht) to donate. While allocating the entire amount to improving education could result in better-resourced schools, students might still struggle to attend due to poor health, inadequate transportation, or malnutrition.

Recognising this, the philanthropist might choose to divide the $100 million among initiatives supporting education, health, food, and transportation. Yet splitting the funds equally -- allocating $25 million to each cause -- will inevitably dilute the impact. Such an approach might be enough to prevent conditions from getting worse, but it is unlikely to drive transformative change.

The third question to consider is whether to delegate decision-making to an established organisation or create your own philanthropic foundation. Both strategies come with trade-offs. Delegating enables you to harness the skills and expertise of teams with proven track records, but there is always a risk that the organisation you support will fail to achieve its goals -- or worse, exacerbate the problem.

Building and managing an organisation gives you the freedom to pursue your personal goals and vision. But over time, this entity's culture, norms, and bureaucratic processes can diverge -- and even conflict -- with its founding mission. As employees become focused on advancing their own careers, the problem the organisation was created to address may become a justification for its existence rather than something to be resolved.

Fourth, what is your time frame? Do you expect immediate results, or are you willing to wait for years, perhaps even decades? After all, philanthropy can lay the groundwork for breakthroughs that donors may never live to see.

Fifth, what kind of impact do you want to make? You could spread your resources widely or focus on a single goal -- a "moonshot" with a low likelihood of success, such as curing cancer or Alzheimer's. Though risky, supporting groundbreaking research could have far-reaching consequences.

Sixth, should you collaborate with governments or operate independently? There is a strong case for working with policymakers to provide public goods like education, health care, and infrastructure. After all, government budgets dwarf even the wealthiest philanthropist's resources. For example, while Bill Gates' estimated net worth is $105 billion, it amounts to less than six months of California's annual state budget.

Seventh, how should you approach innovation? Should you harness technology and data to make your organisation operate more efficiently and maximise the impact of your giving? Alternatively, you could use your philanthropy to drive the development of revolutionary technologies designed to address societal challenges at scale.

Eighth, should you partner with fellow philanthropists or go it alone? Pooling capital could enhance your impact, but working independently allows you to avoid disagreements over who and what to fund. That said, confronting complex challenges rarely allows for a solitary approach.

Ninth, should your giving be public or private? Both approaches offer unique advantages. Public actions, such as signing the Giving Pledge, facilitate the sharing of best practices, inspire others to support important causes, and enable you to compare your efforts to your peers through platforms like GuideStar.

On the other hand, private giving is arguably the purest form of altruism. "Stealth" philanthropy also provides the freedom for trial and error without the pressure of public scrutiny. Although experimentation is essential for tackling complicated problems, public failures can invite criticism and be dismissed as a waste of money.

Tenth, how should you structure your giving? Financial support can take many forms beyond traditional cash donations. While grant-making remains the most common approach, there are compelling alternatives. Loans, for example, can be structured with extended maturity periods and below-market interest rates, encouraging discipline and accountability by requiring recipients to repay the funds.

Eleventh, should you establish a board of directors to oversee your philanthropic endeavour, and if so, will you reserve seats for family and friends? Opting for a more formal structure -- for example, by designating permanent seats for prominent public figures, such as religious leaders or university presidents -- can help ensure impartial oversight.

Lastly, what is your exit strategy? Are you planning to wind down your philanthropic efforts by a specific date, or will you establish mechanisms to sustain them indefinitely?

The "run down the clock" approach is exemplified by businessman and philanthropist Chuck Feeney, who donated billions of dollars to academic and technical institutions during his lifetime and died in 2023 after successfully giving away his money. By contrast, the Rhodes Trust and Nobel Prize are designed to exist in perpetuity.

Whether you're a wealthy donor, a politician, a chief executive officer, or simply a concerned parent, the call to philanthropy resonates with us all. I hope these questions encourage deeper reflection on how to maximise the effectiveness of generosity. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



 

Dambisa Moyo, an international economist, is the author of four New York Times bestselling books, including 'Edge of Chaos: Why Democracy Is Failing to Deliver Economic Growth - and How to Fix It'.
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																Though two decades have passed, the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami is still fresh in my memory.
I was in Australia at the time. It was a warm summer's day, with many people starting to watch the Boxing Day test cricket, when the news first hit. Like all of us, I was in a state of shock that could only be compared to 9/11, except this time, the event was in my own "backyard" of Asia.

Memories of the tsunami are painful, they prompt us to reflect on the steps we have taken -- and how far we must go -- to build the region's resilience to disasters of this scale in the future. We've made a lot of progress in reducing risks, which is commendable -- but there is so much more to be done. The Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning System, established in 2005, has enhanced the region's ability to detect and respond to tsunamis earlier, giving extra assurance to communities at risk of these types of events. Many governments have also introduced measures to improve evacuation readiness and coastal defences.

A strong earthquake in Sulawesi, Indonesia, in 2018 damaged the sensors and networks that underpin the early warning system, leading to delays and errors. And as Japan experienced with the tsunami that struck its east coast in 2011, local communities may remain unsure about what to do even when warnings are issued.

Adding to the challenge, the rapid pace of growth and development continues to concentrate exposure in coastal areas. The population in Chennai, India, for example, where the 2004 tsunami inundated the entire coastline, has swelled by 70% since. The island of Phuket, Thailand, also hit hard in 2004, has seen its population triple with its emergence as a major tourist destination. And these trends must be viewed in the context of changing weather patterns, which are making the kinds of natural catastrophes that challenge coastal areas more frequent, and more costly.

Governments can advance the region's readiness by stepping up proactive risk reduction measures, such as restrictions on building in vulnerable areas, tightening construction standards, and educating the public on how to respond to tsunamis. But the re/insurance industry also has an important and multi-faceted role to play, making collaboration crucial.

We can channel our investment capital into building more sustainable and disaster-ready infrastructure. Our solutions can reduce costs incurred by the public sector when it comes to covering losses and can rapidly deliver financing for reconstruction -- but only if protection is already in place. By working closely with the governments and local communities, we can heighten risk awareness.

In the Asia-Pacific region, initiatives such as the Southeast Asia Disaster Risk Insurance Facility (Seadrif) and the Pacific Catastrophe Risk Insurance Company (PCRIC) highlight the transformative potential of public-private partnerships in enhancing disaster resilience. These collaborative frameworks combine governmental leadership with the risk management expertise of the private sector, enabling faster recovery and reducing the economic strain on vulnerable communities. Seadrif's parametric insurance solutions and PCRIC's regional risk pools have played a pivotal role in addressing the immediate financial needs following natural disasters, providing timely resources to those affected.

These partnerships go beyond financial relief, fostering long-term behavioural and structural changes that strengthen resilience at a community level. By embedding risk transfer mechanisms into national and regional strategies, they create a culture of preparedness and innovation. This collective effort is essential in transforming how societies anticipate, respond to, and recover from disasters, ensuring that future challenges are met with greater confidence and sustainability.

We can also contribute significantly to knowledge and capacity-building by continually enhancing our risk modelling and data capabilities. Data is only effective when it is shared. By pooling data resources, reinsurers and primary insurers will be able to develop the more robust models needed to pinpoint and quantify risks throughout the region.

This is why closer partnerships within our industry and with governments and communities are the best means to protect our region from future events on the scale of the tsunami of 2004.



Victor Kuk is the Head for P&C Reinsurance SID for Swiss Re.
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									The Corrs to perform in Bangkok on Feb 11

									Tickets go on sale on Dec 27
								

								The Corrs, the sibling quartet pop rock band from Ireland, will take you down memory lane with their Bangkok concert at Siam Paragon's Paragon Hall on Feb 11. 
								[image: ]

Andrea, Sharon, Caroline and Jim rose to international fame with their sophomore 1997 album Talk On Corners, which is also the name of their current tour. 

Why name the tour after the album that came out 27 years ago? Talk On Corners is considered to be The Corrs' magnum opus with six successful singles Only When I Sleep, I Never Loved You Anyway, What Can I Do, Dreams (a Fleetwood Mac cover), What Can I Do (Tin Tin Out Remix) and So Young (K-Klass Remix). 

Based on the average setlist of Talk On Corners Tour 2024, fans can expect to see them perform all of the aforementioned songs alongside hits from other popular albums such as Forgiven, Not Forgotten and In Blue, as well as a few deep cuts from their post-2000 albums Home and White Light. Their seventh studio album Jupiter Calling is absent from their current 20-plus setlist.  

[image: ]

The four-tier tickets to see "The Corrs: Talk On Corners Tour Bangkok" will be available via Thai Ticket Major on Dec 27 from noon. 
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/2927650/the-corrs-to-perform-in-bangkok-on-feb-11



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									New movies out this week: Dec 26-Jan 1

									No real pandas were harmed during the filming of 'Panda Plan'
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
								
[image: ]

The Cliche

Directed by Chadchawal Wisawabumrungchai.

Who's in it? 

Itkron "Jaii" Pungkiatrussamee, Atitaya "Mind" Tribudarak, Pisitpol "Jump" Ekaphongpisit and Korranid "Aheye" Laosubinprasoet.

What's it about?

A man down on his luck is forced to take a role in a lakorn he doesn't like. Unexpectedly, he finds his real life and the lakorn overlapping.

Why watch it? 

"When the tragic real-life meets the hilarious drama world".



[image: ]

Kuasa Gelap (Dominion Of Darkness)

Directed by Bobby Prasetyo.

Who's in it?

Jerome Kurnia, Lukman Sardi and Astrid Tiar.

What's it about? 

Tells about the journey of a priest who doubts his faith and has to be involved in exorcising a demon on a teenager.

Why watch it?

Based on real cases of exorcism in Indonesia.



Premieres on Jan 31

[image: ]

Xiong mao ji hua (Panda Plan)

Directed by Luan Zhang. 

Who's in it?

Jackie Chan, Xiang Wei and Ce Shi.

What's it about? 

International action superstar Jackie Chan is involved in a rescue operation of a beloved zoo panda named Hu Hu.

Why watch it? 

No real pandas were harmed during filming.



Premieres on Jan 1 

[image: ]

Werewolves

Directed by Steven C. Miller.

Who's in it?

Frank Grillo, Katrina Law and Ilfenesh Hadera.

What's it about?

Two scientists try to stop a mutation that turns people into werewolves after being touched by a super-moon the year before.

Why watch it? 

The title "Year 2" confused people, who thought this was a sequel. But the title refers to the year after (ie second year) an event that leads to people becoming werewolves.
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									Discovering travel trends in Thailand: 12Go's insights for 2025

									
								

								Thailand captivates travelers from all over the world, cementing its reputation as Asia's most popular destination. The country's diverse transportation options and seamless connectivity remain a gateway to exploration and cultural discovery.
								12Go, a global online travel agency specializing in multi-modal itineraries across Asia and beyond, has identified emerging trends to help travelers choose the perfect destination for their trip to Thailand in 2025.

Drawing from an in-depth analysis of internal data, 12Go compared travel patterns across Thailand in 2023 and 2024. The findings reveal significant shifts in traveler preferences, the rising popularity of specific destinations, and evolving transportation choices across various traveler groups.

Key domestic travel trends in Thailand

Domestic travel is undergoing significant growth, increasing by 45% in 2024, highlighting the considerable shift in travel patterns. Bangkok is the main departure point for most domestic trips, with high traffic to popular destinations such as Chiang Mai and Pattaya. Routes such as Chiang Mai - Chiang Rai and Bangkok - Chiang Rai indicate an increasing interest in the serene landscapes and cultural heritage of Northern Thailand.

In 2023, lesser-known provinces such as Nakhon Ratchasima, Hua Hin, and Ubon Ratchathani experienced a notable rise in traffic, showing a significant interest in exploring smaller cities and uncovering off-the-beaten-path destinations.

In 2024, domestic tourist preferences shifted: instead of Nakhon Ratchasima and Ubon Ratchathani, destinations such as Chonburi, Hat Yai, and Hua Hin became popular.

Destinations like Phuket, Surat Thani, and Hat Yai highlight the continued demand for Thailand's coastal escapes and island hopping for domestic travelers. Locations near Bangkok, such as Chonburi and Rayong, are famous for quick escapes, catering to locals and expats looking for short, convenient trips.

Key international travel trends in Thailand

International travel trends in Thailand show a strong preference for routes connecting popular destinations. 12Go's data shows that from October 2023 to October 2024, the number of international tourists in critical markets increased significantly compared to the previous year. The most popular routes for international tourists include Bangkok to Chiang Mai, Koh Samui to Koh Phangan, and Phuket to Koh Phi Phi. Travelers also frequently travel between Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai, and Pai, and between the islands of Koh Phangan, Koh Tao, and Koh Samui.

In addition, popular routes such as Bangkok to Pattaya and Bangkok to Koh Tao continue to be in demand. For example, international travelers saw a 12% increase in demand for travel from Bangkok to Pattaya in 2024 compared to 2023. Connections such as Bangkok to Surat Thani and Bangkok to Ayutthaya further demonstrate the diversity of Thailand's routes.

Top Countries Traveling to Thailand the Most

Thailand continues to captivate travelers worldwide, with clear trends emerging across key markets. From consistent leaders like India to rapidly growing interest from Australia, each country's travel patterns reveal unique dynamics. Here's a closer look at the countries most interested in traveling to Thailand and their outstanding performance figures.

India leads the way with the highest interest, reflecting its dominance in travel interest to Thailand. While its growth rate of 30% is the lowest among the regions, it indicates a stable and high level of interest.

On the other hand, Australia shows the highest growth rate of 40%, indicating a rapid increase in interest. Similarly, the United Kingdom maintains its position as a vital market with a stable growth rate of 35%. The United States occupies the top four, which shows a robust growth rate of 32%.

Comparison between domestic and international destinations in Thailand

Domestic travelers are more interested in exploring secondary cities and less touristy areas, with a growing trend towards local and cultural travel. Conversely, international visitors focus on Thailand's iconic destinations and island itineraries, emphasizing their preference for well-known landmarks and vacation spots.

Both groups are interested in Northern Thailand, indicating the region's growing popularity for its cultural and natural attractions. The two traveler groups' most popular route from Bangkok to Chiang Mai is expected to grow by 60% by 2024.

Travel Trends in Thailand

Overall, the travel trends to Thailand in 2024 are up around 22% compared to 2023, highlighting the growing interest in the Asian destination. Travel to Thailand will increase in 2025, driven by changing preferences and growing demand.

The most popular routes in Thailand highlight Bangkok's role as a hub for domestic and international travel, with essential connections to Chiang Mai, Pattaya, and Chiang Rai. Popular coastal and island routes such as Koh Samui to Koh Phangan, Phuket to Koh Phi Phi, and Koh Tao to Samui attract locals and international visitors.

Domestic travelers will likely continue exploring new regions, while international visitors will stick to their established itineraries. With its blend of culture and nature, Northern Thailand remains a highlight for both.

These trends highlight Thailand's ability to adapt and thrive, offering something for every type of traveler while solidifying its position as a top destination in Asia.
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									Artist captures visions of global thinkers

									
								

								The intellectual essence of the world's famous thinkers, writers and painters is portrayed through art during "Time", which is running at Tang Contemporary Art, until Jan 26.
								This is a solo exhibition by Japanese artist Etsu Egami who presents 10 of her newest paintings that go beyond surface-level and material innovations.

In this context, the 30-year-old artist consciously takes her own experiences as a starting point, creating works themed around language, human connection and the interplay of "communication and misunderstanding".

Growing up in the US and Europe and currently living and working in China, she experienced various communication barriers.

For this show, she delves deeper into the portraits of thinkers, writers and painters who have shaped human thought. The subjects span Asia and the West, including Freud, Laozi, Dostoevsky, Kafka, Tagore, Nietzsche, Guiguzi, Confucius, as well as Cezanne and Warhol.

The inspiration and insights she gained from their books and artistic works drove her to capture their visage and essence in abstract form. Her portraits are shaped by the depth of their thoughts, rather than external appearances.

To depict this intellectual essence is in itself, an act of "communication". Naturally, this also invites "misunderstanding". In any case, a painting's theme serves as an entry point for viewers to engage in dialogue with the work.

When one engages with a thinker's ideas, it triggers a boundless, expansive sensation within. This internal space feels as vast as the universe. The artist seeks to translate this "expansion of thought" into art, turning it into an "expansion of pictorial space".

Tang Contemporary Art is located at River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24 and opens Tuesday to Sunday from 11am to 7pm.

There is no admission fee. Visit tangcontemporary.com.
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									Exhibition navigates the impact of cravings

									
								

								Trendy Gallery presents "Hunger Hour", an exhibition that explores where our constant craving could lead us, until Feb 16.
								This is the third solo show by Patiphan Changwangsit aka Yamada whose retro pop-surrealist artwork represents everything in his life, embodying his entire world. This time around, he digs deep into the never-ending hunger and desires fuelled by the media we gobble up daily.

His thought-provoking paintings ask the big question -- where does this constant craving lead us? It could pave the way to riches -- or leave us high and dry.

Inspired by digital media, radio, TV and print, Yamada's works shine a light on the strange world of people who can't seem to get enough. These captivating pieces remind us how this endless appetite can blind us to the simple joys of life, leaving us unable to soak in even a single scene of true contentment. 

Art has been Yamada's companion through moments of childhood boredom. It has been his profession, a constant from his teenage years to present. Looking back, as a boy, there was one activity he could never do without -- watching television. He eagerly awaited his favourite cartoons and another passion of his was classic films from the 80s and earlier.

During times when the screen was not within reach, his imagination would flourish, filling his mind with ideas that he would quickly transfer to paper with a pencil. Art became his vehicle, guiding him along the road known as life.  

Trendy Gallery is on the 2nd floor of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24 and opens daily from 10am to 7pm, except Monday.

There is no admission fee.

Visit trendygallery.co.th/exhibition.
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									New musical explores a love triangle

									
								

								Lakorn Nitade Chula, the annual student theatre production from Chulalongkorn University's Faculty of Communication Arts, returns with the romantic comedy musical Dai Daeng Pen Het (Unfortunate Love). Performed in Thai, the play will run from Jan 24-26, at the KBank Siam Pic-Ganesha Theatre, Siam Square One.
								A tangled love triangle challenges the notion of destiny in Unfortunate Love, a new musical exploring the complexities of love and fate. Two childhood friends, T'er and Paopei, discover that the legendary red thread of destiny binds them on their 22nd birthday but their preordained path is disrupted by the arrival of Fei, a free-spirited newcomer who also shares the fateful connection. Will they succumb to destiny or forge their own paths?

Dai Daeng Pen Het explores the age-old question of whether fate is truly inescapable. "This isn't just a play; it's a reflection of our society's struggles with tradition and personal choice. We want audiences to question the forces that shape their lives," said director Papatchapol Olaranont.

The production features original music, dynamic stage design and a talented cast features Warintorn Pahuyut as Paopei, known for her roles in Mission Fan-Possible and Get Rich, Yu Watanabe as Jin and Warin Treenuparb, creator of the acclaimed solo performance Dud-Jarit as Fei. They are joined by fellow Chulalongkorn University Faculty of Communication Arts students Thasphol Kunawootiporn as T'er, Tanyaphat Leevongwat as Ming, Jedsada Songkaew as Zuo and Sasitorn Jeen-nu as Jen.

Since 1986, Lakorn Nitade Chula has served as a creative sandbox for students, allowing them to develop their talents and explore contemporary social issues through theatrical productions.

"In today's world, the clash between destiny and freedom is more relevant than ever," adds Papatchapol. "This production provides a unique opportunity for students to hone their skills while engaging with complex themes." The play invites viewers to consider the interplay of societal expectations and individual agency through humour and poignant reflection.

The performance is in Thai without English subtitles.

Tickets are available on ticketmelon.com.
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									Festive shopping

									Take in the holiday spirit at these department stores at home and abroad
								

								As the winter breeze descends and sparkling lights illuminate every corner, the season of joy begins once again. As a result, Central Group invites everyone to experience festive wonderlands at its luxury department stores across six European countries and Thailand.
								[image: Selfridges, the United Kingdom.]
Selfridges, the United Kingdom.



Christmas Wonderland at Selfridges, UK

If you're planning a winter escape to London, Selfridges is a must-visit destination. This year, Selfridges unveils the holiday theme "More the Merrier!", transforming the entire store into a vibrant, warm and magical Christmas wonderland. Stunning window displays come to life with imaginative designs and artistic storytelling that enchant every passerby.

Step into Christmas Grottos, where the holiday spirit comes alive with Santa Claus and his merry crew of Christmas Crackers ready to create unforgettable memories. Meanwhile, the Artist Window captivates with whimsical art installations and modern fairy-tale narratives.

A true highlight this season is the Art Block Exhibition by acclaimed British artist Andrew Logan. His masterpieces Pegasus - Birth, Life & Death and The Universe Of Smiles symbolise joy and hope, bringing artistic wonder to the festive display.

Also, don't miss "The Fount Bar" takeover by Christian Louboutin, where the bar transforms into a signature red holiday haven, serving exclusive festive cocktails through January 2025.

[image: Brown Thomas, Ireland.]
Brown Thomas, Ireland.
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12 Days Of Christmas Comes to Life at Brown Thomas, Ireland

If you are seeking a holiday destination steeped in Christmas enchantment, look no further than Brown Thomas in the heart of Dublin, Ireland. This iconic 175-year-old luxury department store has been transformed into a magical wonderland under the theme "Gifts A Gifting", radiating elegance and festive grandeur.

The true highlight of the season is the breathtaking window displays inspired by the classic Christmas carol 12 Days Of Christmas. Each display is a masterpiece, blending high fashion with meticulous craftsmanship, telling heartfelt stories of celebration through intricate artistic design.

The displays showcase works from top designers, including Richard Quinn's jewel-adorned gowns, Michelle Kearns' bespoke hats and Rotate's graceful swan figurines dressed in couture. Look closer, and you'll find Roksanda's and Loewe's avant-garde drummers -- captivating creations that leave a lasting impression. Adding to their allure, every window frame is hand-painted with delicate artistry, symbolising Dublin's most cherished landmarks. The result is a fusion of creativity and craftsmanship that transports onlookers into an imaginative, boundless world -- like wandering through a Christmas museum filled with unforgettable dreams and inspiration.

Shoppers will also find an array of exclusive holiday collections from luxury brands, including limited-edition items, Diptyque Advent Calendars and premium beauty products from Victoria Beckham Beauty, making every gift selection truly extraordinary.

[image: Rinascente, Italy.]
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The Christmas Factory at Rinascente, Italy

Journeying to Southern Europe, Italy is a dream destination for global shoppers thanks to the grandeur of Rinascente under Central Retail. With nine branches nationwide, Rinascente transforms into "The Christmas Factory" during the holiday season -- a magical realm filled with exquisite gifts and enchanting decorations.

Discover iconic Nutcracker dolls, symbolising good luck and protection from evil spirits, as well as timeless music boxes featuring themes like Caddington Village, Vail Village and Harvest Crossing, evoking the charm of snowy villages filled with joy and festive spirit.

The highlight this year is the complete takeover of Rinascente Milan under the spellbinding theme "Dior Ball of Dreams". Inspired by an enchanting masquerade ball at the Palace of Versailles, Dior brings its magic to life with spectacular window displays designed by renowned Italian artist Pietro Ruffo. The entire store dazzles with radiant golden lights and intricate patterns that illuminate Milan's city centre, showcasing Dior's signature creations, including J'Adore, Sauvage, Miss Dior and La Collection Privee.

For those searching for the perfect holiday gift, shop at any of Rinascente's nine stores or explore their curated selections online at rinascente.it. Enjoy the convenience of the On Demand Chat & Shop service, offering a modern, personalised shopping experience.

[image: Globus, Switzerland.]
Globus, Switzerland.



The Home of Wishes at Globus, Switzerland

For those visiting Switzerland this holiday season, Globus's nine branches have transformed into enchanting festive destinations under the magical theme "The Home of Wishes". This captivating concept brings dreams and heartfelt wishes to life through the power of generosity and the true spirit of giving.

The heart of this year's celebration is the store's enchanting holiday character, the "Christmas Spirit". Woven from shimmering pink satin ribbons, this magical being embodies hope, joy and the essence of giving. As both guardian and storyteller of the season, the Christmas Spirit casts its magical charm, turning dreams into treasured gifts while spreading happiness to all.

To elevate the shopping experience, Globus offers "Personalized Gift Services In-Store", where gift specialists provide tailored recommendations for the perfect present. Each gift is beautifully wrapped with premium materials, thoughtfully designed to make every holiday offering a cherished memory that lasts forever.

Let Your Heart Be Light at the KaDeWe, Alsterhaus, Oberpollinger in Germany

If you're visiting Germany between December and January, make sure to check in at KaDeWe in Berlin, Alsterhaus in Hamburg, and Oberpollinger in Munich. Together, they celebrate the festive season under the enchanting theme "Let Your Heart Be Light".

As you step inside, you'll be immersed in a dazzling Christmas wonderland illuminated by shimmering lights and luxurious window displays in hues of deep blue, emerald green and radiant gold. The sparkling reflections evoke a starlit sky, creating a warm yet opulent ambience throughout every corner of the stores.

Another highlight is the Christmas Market nestled within the stores, offering an exquisite selection of holiday treasures. Discover ornaments for your Christmas tree, elegant jewellery, traditional Christmas treats and exclusive gift sets -- perfect for creating unforgettable holiday memories with your loved ones.

[image: Illum, Denmark.]
Illum, Denmark.



Cosmic Christmas at Illum, Denmark

One destination not to be missed when visiting Denmark is Illum, Copenhagen's most iconic and historic luxury department store. This year, Illum unveils a breathtaking holiday experience under the theme "Cosmic Christmas", transporting visitors into a mesmerising galaxy of imagination.

The moment you step inside, you'll be enchanted by sparkling lights, shimmering stars and celestial decorations that illuminate every corner. It's as if you've embarked on a magical space journey, where every step reveals new wonders in a universe beyond your wildest dreams.

This visionary campaign was brought to life in collaboration with Morten Ravn, a Danish artist renowned for his expertise in digital art and AI-driven innovations. His creations merge futuristic space-inspired aesthetics with the warmth and spirit of Christmas, resulting in an artistic masterpiece that is both imaginative and heartwarming.

Beyond the visual spectacle, Illum enhances the festive experience with luxury gifts and decorations from world-class brands such as Tiffany & Co., Bvlgari, Bucherer, and many more. Browse the exclusive Cosmic Christmas Online Catalog at Illum.dk and find the perfect gifts from anywhere in the world.

[image: Central Group]
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Central Chidlom: The Store of Bangkok

If travelling abroad isn't on your agenda this holiday season, Central Chidlom is a perfect destination for a luxurious shopping experience. This iconic department store has undergone a historic transformation under the concept "The Store of Bangkok".

Both the interior and exterior have been thoughtfully reimagined, combining contemporary Thai architectural elements with world-class design. Central Chidlom's signature "Chidlom Pink" was specially created to set this location apart from other Central department stores.

A standout architectural feature is the illuminated white-glass facade, which changes its hues based on the weather and sparkles beautifully at night. The facade's fluid lights create mesmerising dimensions, making it the perfect spot for capturing unforgettable holiday photos. Luxe Galerie offers a selection of global luxury fashion brands such as Bottega Veneta, Balenciaga, Celine, Gucci, Prada and Versace, catering to those with a passion for limitless luxury fashion. Shoes Avenue is another can't-miss section, showcasing designer footwear from Christian Louboutin, Jimmy Choo, Tod's, Proenza Schouler and more.

For an exclusive lifestyle experience, visit the "Christian Louboutin Bar", the first of its kind in Asia. It promises a glamorous ambience, serving specially crafted signature drinks in a setting inspired by the brand's iconic design aesthetic.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Dec 25-31

									5 new titles from Netflix, Prime Video and Discovery Channel
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								
NETFLIX

[image: ]

Squid Game: Season 2

Premieres on Dec 26

Heralding the return of the worldwide hit, a new chapter unfolds as Gi-hun comes back with an agenda, having given up on leaving for the US.

[image: ]

Boy Kills World

Premieres on Dec 31

In a post-apocalyptic city oppressed by tyranny, a young warrior-in-training devotes his life to getting revenge on the ruler who made him an orphan.

[image: ]

Avicii -- My Last Show

Premieres on Dec 31

On Aug. 28, 2016, Tim Bergling, better known as Avicii, graced the stage of the Ushuaia nightclub in Ibiza for what would be his final performance.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Culpa Tuya (Your Fault)

Premieres on Dec 27 

The Spanish film shows the love between Noah and Nick, which seems unbreakable, despite the manoeuvres by their parents. But his job and her entry into college open their lives to new relationships. The appearance of a revenge-seeking ex-girlfriend and Nick's mother with unclear intentions will shake the foundations not only of their relationship, but of the Leister family itself. When so many people are out to destroy a love story, can it really end well?



DISCOVERY CHANNEL

[image: ]

Exploring The Unknown With Wang Yibo

Premieres on Dec 28

Accompanied by China's top survival and outdoor experts, Wang Yibo will undergo rigorous trainings, traverse vast distances and scale new heights. Each episode will present a unique challenge, from locating elusive gibbons to photographing fluorescent corals at night, from conquering snow-capped peaks and experiencing solitude in the vast to adventuring in the desert.
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									As India's Bollywood shifts, stars and snappers click

									
								

								MUMBAI -- From riding pillion on zooming motorbikes to round-the-clock airport stakeouts, India's celebrity-hunting paparazzi photographers have gone from "outcasts" to becoming a key part of Bollywood's vast film industry machine.
								Times have changed for celebrity snapper Manav Manglani, who scored big at the wedding of Bollywood star Shilpa Shetty in 2009 -- by climbing a tree and perching on a branch for hours to spy over the venue's walls.

"We ...were considered outcasts," said the photographer, describing the early days of his trade.

Fifteen years later, Manglani pushes streams of content to over 6.5 million followers on Instagram.

"We are part of the system now", he said, commanding a squad of nearly 20 photographers who stake out popular gyms, chic cafes and luxury hotels, their phones buzzing with tips.

The team has divided the megacity into coverage zones, including someone stationed at the airport full-time.

Mumbai-based Bollywood, the core of India's Hindi-language film industry, is the longtime heart of moviemaking in the world's most populous nation and a major cultural export.

In celebrity-obsessed India, it can be a lucrative trade.

'Brand-building'

Bollywood began a century ago.

But it was in the 1970s that film magazines began publishing "inside" industry gossip, said Ram Kamal Mukherjee, a former editor-in-chief of Stardust magazine.

The Bollywood publication brought "stories from the studios, bedroom stories, stories from the make-up van", he said.

The first wave of paparazzi began in India in the early 2000s, with freelance photographers chasing celebrities.

The insatiable demand by social media and ubiquitous availability of smartphones shifted gears again -- with photographers no longer "just providing pictures" but working to help produce a narrative, he said.

"Today there is intervention," Mukherjee said, citing examples such as staged incidents where young actors seemingly spontaneously hand cash to beggars. "There is brand building."

That has come alongside wider industry changes, including viewers shifting from the big screen.

Traditional blockbuster spectacles drawing crowds into cinemas have been challenged by long-format narratives on streaming platforms viewed at home, commonly called OTT or "over-the-top" services in India.

This, observers say, has helped paparazzi develop a role in the publicity machine.

"Being an influencer with followers with a very popular page, helping them promote the movies, the OTT, and the brands... we are now important," Manglani said.

Indian movies released in theatres raked in an "all-time high" of US$1.4 billion in box office revenue in 2023, according to consulting firm EY.

But competition is fierce.

Mandvi Sharma, a former publicist for mega-star Shah Rukh Khan, said the two sides can be "co-dependent", especially for younger actors hoping photographers can boost their fame.

"Things have changed", said Viral Bhayani, a photographer with over 12 million Instagram followers, recalling how a decade ago he would have to "beg" for information about organised media events.

It's been quite a shift, "from being thrown out of places... to now being called everywhere", he said.

Bollywood also faces rising challenges from other Indian-language film centres. Of the country's 1,796 cinema releases last year, just 218 were Bollywood's traditional fare of Hindi-language movies, said EY.

'Need us'

Photographers now snap more candid images of celebrity daily lives, often more relatable to millions of fans than red carpet glamour or formal magazine shoots.

Despite their careers being more closely linked, old frictions remain, especially for big-name stars.

In 2023, Bollywood star Alia Bhatt made a police complaint for "gross invasion" of privacy after two photographers took pictures of her at home from a neighbouring rooftop.

But Manglani said his images are also a useful barometer to measure actors' presence on the screen.

Producers, directors and the brands, "are keenly watching whom am I featuring... what's happening, and what is the traction on that celebrity," Manglani said.

"We used to run behind them," he said. "We wanted money, we were earning by the picture... Now it's both ways. They also need us, we also need them."

Sneh Zala, a younger celebrity snapper, sees his job as a service for both sides.

"I want the fans... to see where their favourite celebrities are going, what they are doing in their lives," said Zala.

"I am just the mediator between the actors and their fans."
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									Artist pushes boundaries at debut exhibition

									
								

								Art lovers are invited to explore the seamless intersection of the sacred, the personal and the transformative during "Living Light", a private show running at Raveevan Suites, Room 4BC, Sukhumvit 31, until Feb 1.
								This is a debut solo exhibition in Thailand by British-Thai artist Tuck Muntarbhorn that offers a compelling opportunity to experience the cutting-edge exploration of light, spirituality and the healing power of art, all set within an intimate, personal environment.

It stands apart from traditional gallery exhibitions, transforming a private residence into an immersive space where art transcends the visual and becomes an experience that engages all the senses.

Inspired by the artist's own design of Tuck Chapel in Merthyr Vale, Wales -- a unique fusion of art, architecture and spiritual contemplation, the show reveals the trajectory of Tuck's artistic evolution -- a deeply personal journey into the intersection of light, sacredness and self-reflection.

Presented through photography, portraits, sculptures and oil paintings created during the past eight years, the works push the boundaries of contemporary art, offering an invitation to step into a space where light becomes a conduit for healing, transcendence and spiritual awakening. Each piece invites viewers to reconnect with their own inner truth and to experience the transformative potential of art in daily life.

The artist's practice is a testament to the power of art to transform not only the viewer's perception but their very existence, offering a space for deep reflection, self-realisation and spiritual renewal.

The exhibition is open for appointment only, with a private viewing available Tuesday to Saturday from 11am to 6pm. There is no admission fee.

Email danish@sac.gallery or call 085-569-0678 and 092-455-6294.
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