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            The FBI now says that the pickup truck driver responsible for a deadly rampage in New Orleans acted alone. Officials said Wednesday that they were seeking additional potential suspects in an attack being investigated as an act of terrorism. (AP video: Lekan Oyekanmi)
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            Authorities say a driver wrought carnage on New Orleans' famed French Quarter early on New Year's Day, killing at least 10 people as he rammed a pickup truck into a crowd before being shot to death by police. The FBI is investigating it as an act of terrorism. (AP Video: Stephen Smith)
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            A man whose friend was one of those killed in New Orleans' French Quarter early New Year's Day describes the chaos after a driver rammed into a crowd of revelers. (AP Video: Jack Brook)
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            Authorities say a man driving a pickup truck sped through a crowd of pedestrians in New Orleans' bustling French Quarter early on New Year's Day, killing at least 15 people and injuring about 30 others. President Joe Biden said New Orleans attacker posted video beforehand indicating he was inspired by Islamic State group on Wednesday.
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            Military personnel walk down Bourbon street, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025 in New Orleans. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Security with bomb sniffing dogs patrol the area around the Superdome ahead of the Sugar Bowl NCAA College Football Playoff game, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            A man uses a power washer on Toulouse street a day after a vehicle was driven into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Matthias Hauswirth of New Orleans prays on the street near the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Flowers are seen near where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            10 of 26 | 
            Police officers stand near the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            11 of 26 | 
            Members of the FBI walk around Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            12 of 26 | 
            Emergency service vehicles form a security barrier to keep other vehicles out of the French Quarter after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            13 of 26 | 
            FBI members examine the scene on Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 26 | 
            Edward Bruski, center, gets emotional at the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Security personnel investigate the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            16 of 26 | 
            Security personnel gather at the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            17 of 26 | 
            A black flag with white lettering lies on the ground rolled up behind a pickup truck that a man drove into a crowd on Bourbon Street in New Orleans, killing and injuring a number of people, early Wednesday morning, Jan. 1, 2025. The FBI said they recovered an Islamic State group flag, which is black with white lettering, from the vehicle. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            18 of 26 | 
            Trevant Hayes, 20, sits in the French Quarter after the death of his friend, Nikyra Dedeaux, 18, after a pickup truck crashed into pedestrians on Bourbon Street followed by a shooting in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            19 of 26 | 
            People react at the intersection of Bourbon Street and Canal Street during the investigation after a pickup truck rammed into a crowd of revelers early on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            20 of 26 | 
            A police barricade near the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            21 of 26 | 
            A mounted police officer arrives on Canal Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd earlier in New Orleans, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Kevin McGill)
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            22 of 26 | 
            New Orleans mayor LaToya Cantrell makes a statement after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            23 of 26 | 
            Investigators work the scene after a person drove a vehicle into a crowd killing several, earlier on Canal and Bourbon Street in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            24 of 26 | 
            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            25 of 26 | 
            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            This undated passport photo provided by the FBI on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, shows Shamsud-Din Bahar Jabbar. (FBI via AP)
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                                    The FBI now says that the pickup truck driver responsible for a deadly rampage in New Orleans acted alone. Officials said Wednesday that they were seeking additional potential suspects in an attack being investigated as an act of terrorism. (AP video: Lekan Oyekanmi)
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                                    Authorities say a driver wrought carnage on New Orleans' famed French Quarter early on New Year's Day, killing at least 10 people as he rammed a pickup truck into a crowd before being shot to death by police. The FBI is investigating it as an act of terrorism. (AP Video: Stephen Smith)
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                                    A man whose friend was one of those killed in New Orleans' French Quarter early New Year's Day describes the chaos after a driver rammed into a crowd of revelers. (AP Video: Jack Brook)
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                                    Authorities say a man driving a pickup truck sped through a crowd of pedestrians in New Orleans' bustling French Quarter early on New Year's Day, killing at least 15 people and injuring about 30 others. President Joe Biden said New Orleans attacker posted video beforehand indicating he was inspired by Islamic State group on Wednesday.
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            Military personnel walk down Bourbon street, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025 in New Orleans. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Security with bomb sniffing dogs patrol the area around the Superdome ahead of the Sugar Bowl NCAA College Football Playoff game, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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                                    Security with bomb sniffing dogs patrol the area around the Superdome ahead of the Sugar Bowl NCAA College Football Playoff game, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            A man uses a power washer on Toulouse street a day after a vehicle was driven into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                    A man uses a power washer on Toulouse street a day after a vehicle was driven into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Matthias Hauswirth of New Orleans prays on the street near the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Flowers are seen near where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            10 of 26 | 
            Police officers stand near the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                    Police officers stand near the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            11 of 26 | 
            Members of the FBI walk around Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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                                    Members of the FBI walk around Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Emergency service vehicles form a security barrier to keep other vehicles out of the French Quarter after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            13 of 26 | 
            FBI members examine the scene on Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 26 | 
            Edward Bruski, center, gets emotional at the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Security personnel investigate the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Security personnel gather at the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A black flag with white lettering lies on the ground rolled up behind a pickup truck that a man drove into a crowd on Bourbon Street in New Orleans, killing and injuring a number of people, early Wednesday morning, Jan. 1, 2025. The FBI said they recovered an Islamic State group flag, which is black with white lettering, from the vehicle. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Trevant Hayes, 20, sits in the French Quarter after the death of his friend, Nikyra Dedeaux, 18, after a pickup truck crashed into pedestrians on Bourbon Street followed by a shooting in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            People react at the intersection of Bourbon Street and Canal Street during the investigation after a pickup truck rammed into a crowd of revelers early on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            A police barricade near the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A mounted police officer arrives on Canal Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd earlier in New Orleans, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Kevin McGill)
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            New Orleans mayor LaToya Cantrell makes a statement after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Investigators work the scene after a person drove a vehicle into a crowd killing several, earlier on Canal and Bourbon Street in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    23 of 26

                                    
                                    Investigators work the scene after a person drove a vehicle into a crowd killing several, earlier on Canal and Bourbon Street in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            This undated passport photo provided by the FBI on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, shows Shamsud-Din Bahar Jabbar. (FBI via AP)
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    Live updates: At least 15 dead in New Orleans New Year's Day truck attack.


    


NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- The U.S. Army veteran who drove a pickup truck into a crowd of New Year's revelers acted alone, the FBI said Thursday, reversing its position from a day earlier that he likely worked with others in carrying out the deadly attack, which officials say was an act of terrorism inspired by the Islamic State group.
The FBI also revealed that the driver, Shamsud-Din Jabbar, a U.S. citizen from Texas, posted five videos on his Facebook account in the hours before the attack in which he aligned himself with IS and told viewers that he had joined the militant group before last summer.
"This was an act of terrorism. It was premeditated and an evil act," said Christopher Raia, the deputy assistant director of the FBI's counterterrorism division.
The attack killed 14 people, including an 18-year-old woman who had ambitions of becoming a nurse. Authorities initially put the death toll at 15, which included Jabbar, who was fatally shot in a firefight with police.

    


Officials had said Wednesday that they were seeking additional potential suspects in the attack, which occurred when Jabbar steered around a police blockade and plowed into a crowd.




But Raia said the current assessment is that he acted alone, without any conspirators.
Authorities recovered a black flag of the Islamic State in the truck, and President Joe Biden said he was told by the FBI that Jabbar, a U.S. citizen from Texas, had posted videos to social media hours before the carnage that showed he was motivated by the militant group and expressed a desire to kill.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He was shot to death by police, and the FBI said Wednesday that it believed he did not act alone. Investigators found guns and what appeared to be an improvised explosive device in the vehicle, along with other explosive devices elsewhere in the French Quarter.
Officials fanned out to serve search warrants and spent hours at a Houston-area home thought to be connected to the investigation. But as of Thursday morning, no additional arrests were known to have been made, and it was unclear if the FBI was still actively looking for more suspects.

    


The rampage turned festive Bourbon Street into a macabre scene of maimed victims, bloodied bodies and pedestrians fleeing for safety inside nightclubs and restaurants. In addition to the dead, dozens of people were hurt.
Zion Parsons, 18, of Gulfport, Mississippi, said he saw the truck "barreling through, throwing people like in a movie scene, throwing people into the air."
"Bodies, bodies all up and down the street, everybody screaming and hollering," said Parsons, whose friend Nikyra Dedeaux was among the dead.
But by Thursday, a still-reeling city was inching back toward normal operations. Authorities finished processing the scene early in the morning, removing the last of the bodies, and Bourbon Street was set to reopen at some point later in the day, according to an official familiar with the matter who spoke on condition of anonymity to The Associated Press.
The Sugar Bowl college football game between Notre Dame and Georgia, initially set for Wednesday night and postponed by a day in the interest of national security, was still on for Thursday. And the city planned to host the Super Bowl next month.

    


Federal officials were investigating Jabbar's potential associations with any terror organizations as they hunted for additional clues in what's believed to be the deadliest IS-inspired assault on U.S. soil in years.
Local officials, meanwhile, faced more questions about security protocols in the city leading up to the attack, the latest example of a vehicle being used as a weapon to carry out mass violence.
Jabbar drove a rented pickup truck onto a sidewalk, going around a police car that was positioned to block vehicular traffic, authorities said. A barrier system meant to prevent vehicle attacks was being repaired in preparation for the Super Bowl.
Jabbar was killed by police after he exited the truck and opened fire on responding officers, New Orleans Police Superintendent Anne Kirkpatrick said. Three officers returned fire. Two were shot and are in stable condition.

    


The driver "defeated" safety measures in place to protect pedestrians and was "hell-bent on creating the carnage and the damage that he did," Kirkpatrick said.
"This is not just an act of terrorism. This is evil," she added.
Also on Wednesday, there were deadly explosions in Honolulu and outside a Las Vegas hotel owned by President-elect Donald Trump. Biden said the FBI was looking into whether the Las Vegas explosion was connected to the New Orleans attack but had "nothing to report" as of Wednesday evening.
A photo circulated among law enforcement officials showed a bearded Jabbar wearing camouflage next to the truck after he was killed. The intelligence bulletin obtained by the AP said he was wearing a ballistic vest and helmet. The flag of the Islamic State group was on the truck's trailer hitch, the FBI said.

    


"For those people who don't believe in objective evil, all you have to do is look at what happened in our city early this morning," U.S. Sen. John Kennedy, a Louisiana Republican, said. "If this doesn't trigger the gag reflex of every American, every fair-minded American, I'll be very surprised."
Jabbar joined the Army in 2007, serving on active duty in human resources and information technology and deploying to Afghanistan from 2009 to 2010, the service said. He transferred to the Army Reserve in 2015 and left in 2020 with the rank of staff sergeant.
Hours after the attack, several coroner's office vans were parked on the corner of Bourbon and Canal streets, cordoned off by police tape with crowds of dazed tourists standing around, some trying to navigate their luggage through the labyrinth of blockades.
Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry urged people to avoid the area, which remained an active crime scene.
"We looked out our front door and saw caution tape and dead silence, and it's eerie," said Tessa Cundiff, an Indiana native who moved to the French Quarter a few years ago. "This is not what we fell in love with, it's sad."
Biden, speaking from the presidential retreat at Camp David, addressed the victims and the people of New Orleans: "I want you to know I grieve with you. Our nation grieves with you as you mourn and as you heal."
FBI officials have repeatedly warned about an elevated international terrorism threat due to the Israel-Hamas war. In the last year, the agency has disrupted other potential attacks, including in October when it arrested an Afghan man in Oklahoma for an alleged Election Day plot targeting large crowds.
___

Tucker reported from Washington, and Mustian reported from Black Mountain, North Carolina. Associated Press reporters Stephen Smith, Chevel Johnson and Brett Martel in New Orleans; Jeff Martin in Atlanta; Alanna Durkin Richer, Tara Copp and Zeke Miller in Washington; Darlene Superville in New Castle, Delaware; Colleen Long in West Palm Beach, Florida; and Michael R. Sisak in New York contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/new-orleans-car-attack-bourbon-street-5bbf5fdc715c4d0d4c8764dd8da22720
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            One person died and seven others were injured Wednesday when a Tesla Cybertruck that appeared to be carrying fireworks caught fire and exploded outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel, authorities said. (AP Video shot by Ty Oneil)
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            Firework mortars and camp fuel canisters were found stuffed into the back of the Tesla Cybertruck that exploded outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel early Wednesday, killing a suspect inside the vehicle and sparking an intense investigation into possible terrorism.
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            Authorities say person died and seven more people were injured when a Tesla truck caught fire and exploded outside the lobby of President-elect Donald Trump's hotel in Las Vegas.
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            This image provided by Alcides Antunes shows a Tesla Cybertruck that exploded outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel early Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Alcides Antunes via AP)
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            Items in the back of the Tesla Cybertruck which exploded in front of Trump International Hotel are shown in a video during an update to media at Metropolitan Police Department headquarters Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Las Vegas. (Chase Stevens/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            This image provided by Alcides Antunes shows a Tesla Cybertruck that exploded outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel early Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Alcides Antunes via AP)
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            A guest is seen at the valet area outside Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            The Trump International Hotel is seen Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in Las Vegas. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Guests are seen at the valet area outside Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Guests are seen at the valet area outside Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Investigators stand outside a townhouse complex in northeastern Colorado Springs, Colo., Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, as the investigation connected to the explosion of a Tesla Cybertruck outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel continues. (Christian Murdock/The Gazette via AP)
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            Investigators enter a townhouse in northeastern Colorado Springs, Colo., Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, as the investigation connected to the explosion of a Tesla Cybertruck outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel continues. (Christian Murdock/The Gazette via AP)
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            This image provided by Alcides Antunes shows a Tesla Cybertruck that exploded outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel early Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Alcides Antunes via AP)
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            Clark County Sheriff Kevin McMahill briefs the media about the Tesla Cybertruck which exploded in front of the entrance to Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Las Vegas. (Chase Stevens/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Clark County Fire Department crews work outside Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas after the fire and explosion of a Tesla Cybertruck in the valet area, on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Sam Morris/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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                                    Authorities say person died and seven more people were injured when a Tesla truck caught fire and exploded outside the lobby of President-elect Donald Trump's hotel in Las Vegas.
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            This image provided by Alcides Antunes shows a Tesla Cybertruck that exploded outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel early Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Alcides Antunes via AP)
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            Items in the back of the Tesla Cybertruck which exploded in front of Trump International Hotel are shown in a video during an update to media at Metropolitan Police Department headquarters Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Las Vegas. (Chase Stevens/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 15

                                    
                                    This image provided by Alcides Antunes shows a Tesla Cybertruck that exploded outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel early Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Alcides Antunes via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 15 | 
            A guest is seen at the valet area outside Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            The Trump International Hotel is seen Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in Las Vegas. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Guests are seen at the valet area outside Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Guests are seen at the valet area outside Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Investigators stand outside a townhouse complex in northeastern Colorado Springs, Colo., Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, as the investigation connected to the explosion of a Tesla Cybertruck outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel continues. (Christian Murdock/The Gazette via AP)
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            Investigators enter a townhouse in northeastern Colorado Springs, Colo., Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, as the investigation connected to the explosion of a Tesla Cybertruck outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel continues. (Christian Murdock/The Gazette via AP)
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            This image provided by Alcides Antunes shows a Tesla Cybertruck that exploded outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel early Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Alcides Antunes via AP)
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            Clark County Sheriff Kevin McMahill briefs the media about the Tesla Cybertruck which exploded in front of the entrance to Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Las Vegas. (Chase Stevens/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Clark County Fire Department crews work outside Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas after the fire and explosion of a Tesla Cybertruck in the valet area, on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Sam Morris/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- The person who died when a Tesla Cybertruck packed with explosives burst into flames outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel was a highly decorated U.S. Army Green Beret who deployed twice to Afghanistan, officials said Thursday. 
Two law enforcement officials identified the man inside the futuristic-looking pickup truck as Matthew Livelsberger. The officials spoke to The Associated Press on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss an ongoing investigation.
Livelsberger served in the Green Berets, highly trained special forces who work to counter terrorism abroad and train partners, the Army said in a statement. He had served in the Army since 2006, rising through the ranks with a long career of overseas assignments, deploying twice to Afghanistan and serving in Ukraine, Tajikistan, Georgia and Congo, the Army said. He was awarded two Bronze Stars, including one with a valor device for courage under fire, a combat infantry badge and an Army Commendation Medal with valor. Livelsberger was on approved leave when he died, according to the statement.

    


The FBI said Thursday in a post on X that it was "conducting law enforcement activity" at a home in Colorado Springs related to Wednesday's explosion but provided no other details. 




The explosion of the truck, packed with firework mortars and camp fuel canisters, came hours after 42-year-old Shamsud-Din Bahar Jabbar rammed a truck into a crowd in New Orleans' famed French Quarter early on New Year's Day, killing at least 15 people before being shot to death by police. That crash was being investigated as a terrorist attack and police believe the driver was not acting alone.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Both Livelsberger and Jabbar spent time at the base formerly known as Fort Bragg, a massive Army base in North Carolina that is home to multiple Army special operations units. However, one of the officials who spoke to the AP said there is no overlap in their assignments at the base, now called Fort Liberty. 

    


Chris Raia, FBI deputy assistant director, said Thursday that officials have found 'no definitive link' between the New Orleans attack and the truck explosion in Las Vegas.
Seven people nearby suffered minor injuries when the Tesla truck exploded. Video showed a tumble of charred fireworks mortars, canisters and other explosive devices crowded into the back of the pickup. The truck bed walls were still intact because the blast shot straight up rather than to the sides.
Tesla CEO Elon Musk said Wednesday afternoon on X that "we have now confirmed that the explosion was caused by very large fireworks and/or a bomb carried in the bed of the rented Cybertruck and is unrelated to the vehicle itself."
"All vehicle telemetry was positive at the time of the explosion," Musk wrote. 

Authorities know who rented the truck with the Turo app in Colorado, Kevin McMahill, the elected sheriff of Clark County, which includes Las Vegas, said Wednesday. He did not release the person's ID, however.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-hotel-explosion-tesla-cybertruck-5c5a8fd13a50e2bcde46370ae926d427
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            One of the strikes early Thursday hit a tent in an Israeli-declared humanitarian zone known as Muwasi, where hundreds of thousands of displaced people are sheltering in tents during the cold and rainy winter. It killed three children, three women and four men, according to the Nasser Hospital, which received the bodies. (AP video shot by Mohammad Jahjouh; Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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            A destroyed part of Gaza City as seen from southern Israel, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov))
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            Palestinian girls collect donated food at a food distribution center in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Israeli soldiers stand in a bullet-ridden house during a tour for army personnel to observe the damage caused by the Oct. 7 Hamas onslaught at Kibbutz Kfar Aza, near the Israeli-Gaza border, in Israel, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            An Israeli soldier covers his ears as an artillery gunner fires into the Gaza Strip from a position in southern Israel, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025.(AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 12 | 
            Palestinians inspect the site of an earlier Israeli army strike in the Muwasi area, in Khan Younis, central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. According to Palestinian medical officials, the airstrike killed at least 10 people, including three children and two senior police officers, in an Israeli-designated humanitarian zone in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A body is carried to the area outside the hospital after an Israeli army strike early Thursday morning in the Muwasi area, in Khan Younis in the central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. According to Palestinian medical officials, the airstrike killed at least 10 people, including three children and two senior police officers, in an Israeli-designated humanitarian zone in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians pray over the body before the funeral of a man killed during an Israeli army strike in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A man mourns over the body of a Palestinian man killed during an Israeli army strike in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. The strike killed at least eight men members of local committees that help secure aid convoys, according to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 12 | 
            An Israeli soldier weeps in front of a memorial at the site of the Nova music festival, where hundreds of revelers were killed or kidnapped by Hamas, near Kibbutz Re'im in southern Israel, close to the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Two Palestinian boys wait to collect donated food at a food distribution center in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 12 | 
            Palestinians collect donated food at a food distribution center in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A destroyed part of Gaza City as seen from southern Israel, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov))
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            Palestinian girls collect donated food at a food distribution center in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 12

                                    
                                    Palestinian girls collect donated food at a food distribution center in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 12 | 
            Israeli soldiers stand in a bullet-ridden house during a tour for army personnel to observe the damage caused by the Oct. 7 Hamas onslaught at Kibbutz Kfar Aza, near the Israeli-Gaza border, in Israel, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            An Israeli soldier covers his ears as an artillery gunner fires into the Gaza Strip from a position in southern Israel, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025.(AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Palestinians inspect the site of an earlier Israeli army strike in the Muwasi area, in Khan Younis, central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. According to Palestinian medical officials, the airstrike killed at least 10 people, including three children and two senior police officers, in an Israeli-designated humanitarian zone in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A body is carried to the area outside the hospital after an Israeli army strike early Thursday morning in the Muwasi area, in Khan Younis in the central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. According to Palestinian medical officials, the airstrike killed at least 10 people, including three children and two senior police officers, in an Israeli-designated humanitarian zone in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians pray over the body before the funeral of a man killed during an Israeli army strike in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A man mourns over the body of a Palestinian man killed during an Israeli army strike in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. The strike killed at least eight men members of local committees that help secure aid convoys, according to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            An Israeli soldier weeps in front of a memorial at the site of the Nova music festival, where hundreds of revelers were killed or kidnapped by Hamas, near Kibbutz Re'im in southern Israel, close to the Gaza Strip, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Two Palestinian boys wait to collect donated food at a food distribution center in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians collect donated food at a food distribution center in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- Israeli airstrikes killed at least 26 people across the Gaza Strip on Thursday, hitting Hamas security officers and an Israeli-declared humanitarian zone, as the daily bombardment continues and the latest efforts toward a ceasefire appear to have stalled.
"Everyone was taking shelter in their tents from the cold, and suddenly we found the world turning upside down. Why, and for what?" said Ziyad Abu Jabal, displaced from Gaza City, after the strike in the seaside humanitarian zone known as Muwasi.
Hundreds of thousands of displaced people are huddling in Muwasi in damp winter weather. 
The early morning strike there killed at least 10 people, including three children and two senior Hamas police officers.
Israel's military said it targeted a senior officer in the Hamas-run police force. It said he was involved in gathering intelligence used by Hamas' armed wing in attacks on Israeli forces.

    


Another Israeli strike killed at least eight Palestinians in Deir al-Balah in central Gaza. The men were members of local committees that help secure aid convoys, according to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, which received the bodies. An Associated Press reporter there confirmed the toll.




There was no immediate comment from the Israeli military on the strike.
In southern Gaza, Israel's military killed five policemen in eastern Khan Younis. Israeli government spokesman David Mencer said the strike targeted the head of the Hamas internal security force in southern Gaza.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Where did we find him? Where else, but of course hiding in the humanitarian zone in Khan Younis, where Gazans are sheltering from this war," Mencer said.
Israel has repeatedly targeted the police in Gaza during 15 months of war, contributing to a breakdown of law and order in the territory that has made it difficult for humanitarian groups to deliver aid. Israel accuses the militant Hamas group of hijacking aid for its own purposes.

    


The Hamas-run government had a police force numbering in the tens of thousands that maintained a high degree of public security before the war, while also violently suppressing dissent. Now officers have largely vanished from the streets in many areas.
Meanwhile, three Palestinians were killed in an Israeli strike that hit a group of people walking in the street in Maghazi in central Gaza. Their bodies were taken to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital.
The war was sparked by Hamas-led militants' Oct. 7, 2023 attack into Israel. The militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted around 250. Around 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, at least a third believed to be dead.
Israel's offensive in retaliation has killed over 45,000 Palestinians in Gaza, according to the territory's Health Ministry, which says women and children make up more than half the dead. The ministry does not distinguish between civilians and combatants in their tally.
Israel's military says it only targets militants and blames Hamas for civilian deaths because its fighters operate in dense residential areas. The army says it has killed 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.

    


The war has caused widespread destruction and displaced some 90% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million, many of them multiple times.
Hunger is widespread. Children, some barefoot or in sandals, waited in line with metal pails or other containers at a food distribution center in Deir al-Balah on Thursday.
Netanyahu leaves the hospital after surgery
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was released from the hospital Thursday after having prostate surgery Sunday.
Doctors at Hadassah Ein Kerem Hospital said Netanyahu was recuperating well, although he has a period of recovery ahead. Despite doctor's orders to remain hospitalized, the 75-year-old leader briefly left the facility to participate in a vote in Israel's parliament on Tuesday.

Netanyahu has vowed to press ahead in Gaza until Hamas is destroyed. But the militant group, while greatly weakened, has repeatedly regrouped in parts of the territory -- notably the largely isolated north -- after Israeli forces withdraw.
___
Khaled reported from Cairo.
___
Follow AP coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            A medical worker takes a swab sample from a worker of the China Star Optoelectronics Technology (CSOT) company during a round of COVID-19 tests in Wuhan in central China's Hubei province, Aug. 5, 2021. (Chinatopix via AP, File)
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            People attend an exhibition on the city's fight against the coronavirus in Wuhan in central China's Hubei province, Jan. 23, 2021. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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            This undated electron microscope image made available by the U.S. National Institutes of Health in February 2020 shows the Novel Coronavirus SARS-CoV-2, yellow, emerging from the surface of cells, pink, cultured in the lab. Also known as 2019-nCoV, the virus causes COVID-19. The sample was isolated from a patient in the U.S. (NIAID-RML via AP, File)
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            Cemetery workers in protective gear bury a person alongside rows of freshly dug graves at the Vila Formosa cemetery in Sao Paulo, Brazil, April 1, 2020. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)
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            Dr. Sydney Sewall fills a syringe with the COVID-19 vaccine at the Augusta Armory, Dec. 21, 2021, in Augusta, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)
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            Denmark's Jonas Vingegaard, left, and teammate Matteo Jorgenson, of the U.S., wear face masks to protect themselves from the Corona virus prior to the start of the fourteenth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 151.9 kilometers (94.4 miles) with start in Pau and finish in Saint-Lary-Soulan Pla d'Adet, France, July 13, 2024. Several riders had to abandon the race after contracting COVID-19. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)
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            Nancy Rose, who contracted COVID-19 in 2021 and exhibits long-haul symptoms including brain fog and memory difficulties, pauses while organizing her desk space, Jan. 25, 2022, in Port Jefferson, N.Y. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)
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            This undated electron microscope image made available by the U.S. National Institutes of Health in February 2020 shows the Novel Coronavirus SARS-CoV-2, yellow, emerging from the surface of cells, pink, cultured in the lab. Also known as 2019-nCoV, the virus causes COVID-19. The sample was isolated from a patient in the U.S. (NIAID-RML via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 7

                                    
                                    This undated electron microscope image made available by the U.S. National Institutes of Health in February 2020 shows the Novel Coronavirus SARS-CoV-2, yellow, emerging from the surface of cells, pink, cultured in the lab. Also known as 2019-nCoV, the virus causes COVID-19. The sample was isolated from a patient in the U.S. (NIAID-RML via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            Cemetery workers in protective gear bury a person alongside rows of freshly dug graves at the Vila Formosa cemetery in Sao Paulo, Brazil, April 1, 2020. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)
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                                        Five years ago, a cluster of people in Wuhan, China, fell sick with a virus never before seen in the world.
The germ didn't have a name, nor did the illness it would cause. It wound up setting off a pandemic that exposed deep inequities in the global health system and reshaped public opinion about how to control deadly emerging viruses.
The virus is still with us, though humanity has built up immunity through vaccinations and infections. It's less deadly than it was in the pandemic's early days and it no longer tops the list of leading causes of death. But the virus is evolving, meaning scientists must track it closely.
Where did the SARS-CoV-2 virus come from?
We don't know. Scientists think the most likely scenario is that it circulated in bats, like many coronaviruses. They think it then infected another species, probably racoon dogs, civet cats or bamboo rats, which in turn infected humans handling or butchering those animals at a market in Wuhan, where the first human cases appeared in late November 2019. 

    


That's a known pathway for disease transmission and likely triggered the first epidemic of a similar virus, known as SARS. But this theory has not been proven for the virus that causes COVID-19. Wuhan is home to several research labs involved in collecting and studying coronaviruses, fueling debate over whether the virus instead may have leaked from one. 




It's a difficult scientific puzzle to crack in the best of circumstances. The effort has been made even more challenging by political sniping around the virus' origins and by what international researchers say are moves by China to withhold evidence that could help.
The true origin of the pandemic may not be known for many years -- if ever.

    


How many people died from COVID-19?
Probably more than 20 million. The World Health Organization has said member countries reported more than 7 million deaths from COVID-19 but the true death toll is estimated to be at least three times higher. 
In the U.S., an average of about 900 people a week have died of COVID-19 over the past year, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
The coronavirus continues to affect older adults the most. Last winter in the U.S., people age 75 and older accounted for about half the nation's COVID-19 hospitalizations and in-hospital deaths, according to the CDC.
"We cannot talk about COVID in the past, since it's still with us," WHO director Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.
What vaccines were made available?
Scientists and vaccine-makers broke speed records developing COVID-19 vaccines that have saved tens of millions of lives worldwide - and were the critical step to getting life back to normal.
Less than a year after China identified the virus, health authorities in the U.S. and Britain cleared vaccines made by Pfizer and Moderna. Years of earlier research -- including Nobel-winning discoveries that were key to making the new technology work -- gave a head start for so-called mRNA vaccines.
Today, there's also a more traditional vaccine made by Novavax, and some countries have tried additional options. Rollout to poorer countries was slow but the WHO estimates more than 13 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been administered globally since 2021.

    


The vaccines aren't perfect. They do a good job of preventing severe disease, hospitalization and death, and have proven very safe, with only rare serious side effects. But protection against milder infection begins to wane after a few months.
Like flu vaccines, COVID-19 shots must be updated regularly to match the ever-evolving virus -- contributing to public frustration at the need for repeated vaccinations. Efforts to develop next-generation vaccines are underway, such as nasal vaccines that researchers hope might do a better job of blocking infection.
Which variant is dominating now?
Genetic changes called mutations happen as viruses make copies of themselves. And this virus has proven to be no different.
Scientists named these variants after Greek letters: alpha, beta, gamma, delta and omicron. Delta, which became dominant in the U.S. in June 2021, raised a lot of concerns because it was twice as likely to lead to hospitalization as the first version of the virus.

    


Then in late November 2021, a new variant came on the scene: omicron.
"It spread very rapidly," dominating within weeks, said Dr. Wesley Long, a pathologist at Houston Methodist in Texas. "It drove a huge spike in cases compared to anything we had seen previously."
But on average, the WHO said, it caused less severe disease than delta. Scientists believe that may be partly because immunity had been building due to vaccination and infections.
"Ever since then, we just sort of keep seeing these different subvariants of omicron accumulating more different mutations," Long said. "Right now, everything seems to locked on this omicron branch of the tree."
The omicron relative now dominant in the U.S. is called XEC, which accounted for 45% of variants circulating nationally in the two-week period ending Dec. 21, the CDC said. Existing COVID-19 medications and the latest vaccine booster should be effective against it, Long said, since "it's really sort of a remixing of variants already circulating."

    


What do we know about long COVID?
Millions of people remain in limbo with a sometimes disabling, often invisible, legacy of the pandemic called long COVID.
It can take several weeks bounce back after a bout of COVID-19, but some people develop more persistent problems. The symptoms that last at least three months, sometimes for years, include fatigue, cognitive trouble known as "brain fog," pain and cardiovascular problems, among others.
Doctors don't know why only some people get long COVID. It can happen even after a mild case and at any age, although rates have declined since the pandemic's early years. Studies show vaccination can lower the risk.
It also isn't clear what causes long COVID, which complicates the search for treatments. One important clue: Increasingly researchers are discovering that remnants of the coronavirus can persist in some patients' bodies long after their initial infection, although that can't explain all cases. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            Rep. Mike Johnson, R-La., takes the oath to be the new House speaker from the Dean of the House Rep. Hal Rogers, R-Ky., at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            Then-House Speaker Kevin McCarthy of Calif., gestures towards the newly installed nameplate at his office after he was sworn in as speaker of the 118th Congress in Washington, early Saturday, Jan. 7, 2023. (AP Photo/ Matt Rourke, File)
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson, from left, President-elect Donald Trump and Vice President-elect JD Vance attend the NCAA college football game between Army and Navy at Northwest Stadium in Landover, Md., Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Rep. Mike Johnson, R-La., takes the oath to be the new House speaker from the Dean of the House Rep. Hal Rogers, R-Ky., at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Mike Johnson is fighting for his political life, again. 
The Louisiana Republican's hold on the House speaker's gavel and his position as second in line to the presidency will be tested Friday when a new Congress convenes and House Republicans weigh whether to reelect him to the post.
The challenge, as always, is that Johnson will need almost every Republican vote to win.
Johnson has a singular asset in his favor: President-elect Donald Trump endorsed him for speaker in a social media post at the start of the week. But it's uncertain whether Trump's blessing will be enough to persuade far-right Republicans who have at times grown frustrated with Johnson's leadership and who are prone to demand concessions when their votes become essential. 
Johnson, 52, ascended to the speakership in October 2023 almost by accident after Republicans struggled to replace Kevin McCarthy following the unprecedented removal of the California Republican from the job. Several contenders tried and failed before Republicans settled on Johnson, who is well liked across the conference. 

    


But Johnson's handling of major funding fights, including passage of aid to Ukraine last spring and, most recently, a short-term spending bill, has turned at least a few allies into detractors. 




With Republicans holding a narrow 220-215 majority in the House, it would take only two GOP lawmakers voting for other candidates to deny Johnson a majority for the speakership, forcing more rounds of voting.
Here's what to know about how the House elects a speaker:

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
No House without a speaker
Electing a speaker is the first order of business for the House after a new session of Congress begins at noon. It's a vote that members take even before being sworn into office. 
The House cannot organize until it has a speaker because that person effectively serves as the House's presiding officer and the institution's administrative head. The House can elect a new speaker at any time if the person occupying that role dies, resigns or is removed from office. The speakership has been vacant only 13 times in U.S. history, according to the nonpartisan Congressional Research Service. No speaker had ever been removed until eight Republicans joined with Democrats to oust McCarthy. 

    


Barring those instances, a speaker is normally elected at the start of a new Congress and serves in the job for the full two-year session.
The House clerk presides over the speaker's election. Lawmakers call out the name of their choice for speaker from the floor, a rare and time-consuming roll call that heightens the drama on the floor. Members often liven up the proceedings by shouting or standing when casting their vote.

    


Who can be nominated?
Any name can be called out from the House floor. While it has been the tradition for the speaker to be a member of the House, it is not required. 
In past years, Democratic President Joe Biden, Trump and even a senator, Republican Rand Paul of Kentucky, have received votes for House speaker. None received the majority of the vote. And generally, a party's official nominee for speaker is who ends up with the gavel. 
Republicans chose Johnson as their nominee for speaker in a closed-door vote in November. A week later, Democrats unanimously chose Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., to remain their leader despite the party's electoral losses. 
Lawmakers are not obligated to vote for their party's nominated candidate. And that is why the process can quickly get messy.
Let the voting begin
Once the House is in a quorum -- meaning the minimum number of members are present to proceed -- nominating speeches will be made on behalf of the nominees for speaker. The clerk appoints lawmakers from each party as tellers to tally the votes before the roll call begins.
To become speaker, a candidate needs a majority of the votes from House members who are present and voting.
Historically, the magical number has been 218 out of the 435 members of the House. But many previous speakers, including McCarthy, have won with fewer votes because members sometimes vote "present" instead of calling out a name. Every lawmaker voting "present" lowers the overall tally needed to reach a majority.

    


It remains to be seen whether Johnson will reach a majority to become speaker on the first ballot. Should he come up short, it is likely the clerk will move to start another roll call vote. 
McCarthy went through a grueling 15 ballots over four days before he gained enough support to become the 55th speaker in January 2023. 

    


Passing of the gavel
Once a speaker candidate wins a majority of those present and voting, the clerk will announce the results of the election.
A bipartisan committee, usually consisting of members from the home state of the chosen candidate, will escort the speaker-elect to the chair on the dais where the oath of office is administered. The oath is identical to the one new members will take once a speaker is chosen.

The outgoing speaker usually joins the successor at the speaker's chair, where the gavel is passed as a nod to the peaceful transition of power from one party leader to another. But this time around, given that Johnson is already the speaker, it will likely be Jeffries who would once again hand Johnson the gavel.
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            In this undated photo provided by the University of Birmingham on Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, work underway as five extensive trackways that formed part of a "dinosaur highway" are uncovered, at Dewars Farm Quarry in Oxfordshire, England. (University of Birmingham via AP)
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            In this undated photo provided by Oxford University Museum of Natural History and the University of Birmingham on Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, a view of a dinosaur footprint uncovered on five extensive trackways that formed part of a "dinosaur highway," found at Dewars Farm Quarry, in Oxfordshire, England. (Emma Nicholls/OUMNH via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- A worker digging up clay in a southern England limestone quarry noticed unusual bumps that led to the discovery of a "dinosaur highway" and nearly 200 tracks that date back 166 million years, researchers said Thursday.
The extraordinary find made after a team of more than 100 people excavated the Dewars Farm Quarry, in Oxfordshire, in June expands upon previous paleontology work in the area and offers greater insights into the Middle Jurassic period, researchers at the universities of Oxford and Birmingham said.
"These footprints offer an extraordinary window into the lives of dinosaurs, revealing details about their movements, interactions, and the tropical environment they inhabited," said Kirsty Edgar, a micropaleontology professor at the University of Birmingham.
Four of the sets of tracks that make up the so-called highway show paths taken by gigantic, long-necked, herbivores called sauropods, thought to be Cetiosaurus, a dinosaur that grew to nearly 60 feet (18 meters) in length. A fifth set belonged to the Megalosaurus, a ferocious 9-meter predator that left a distinctive triple-claw print and was the first dinosaur to be scientifically named two centuries ago.

    


An area where the tracks cross raises questions about possible interactions between the carnivores and herbivores.




"Scientists have known about and been studying Megalosaurus for longer than any other dinosaur on Earth, and yet these recent discoveries prove there is still new evidence of these animals out there, waiting to be found," said Emma Nicholls, a vertebrate paleontologist at the Oxford University Museum of Natural History. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Nearly 30 years ago, 40 sets of footprints discovered in a limestone quarry in the area were considered one of the world's most scientifically important dinosaur track sites. But that area is mostly inaccessible now and there's limited photographic evidence because it predated the use of digital cameras and drones to record the findings. 

    


The group that worked at the site this summer took more than 20,000 digital images and used drones to create 3-D models of the prints. The trove of documentation will aid future studies and could shed light on the size of the dinosaurs, how they walked and the speed at which they moved.

"The preservation is so detailed that we can see how the mud was deformed as the dinosaur's feet squelched in and out," said Duncan Murdock, an earth scientist at the Oxford museum. "Along with other fossils like burrows, shells and plants we can bring to life the muddy lagoon environment the dinosaurs walked through." 
The findings will be shown at a new exhibit at the museum and also broadcast on the BBC's "Digging for Britain" program next week.
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            South Korea's impeached President Yoon Suk Yeol told his conservative supporters rallying outside his Seoul residence he vowed to "fight to the end" against "anti-state forces." (AP video shot by Yong Jun Chang)
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            Supporters of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally to oppose a court having issued a warrant to detain Yoon, near the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. The signs read, "Oppose impeachment." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Police officers escort away a supporter of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol as Yoon faces potential arrest after a court on Tuesday approved a warrant for his arrest, near the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Supporters of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol lie down on the ground as Yoon faces potential arrest after a court on Tuesday approved a warrant for his arrest, near the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            In this photo provided by the South Korean President Office, the country's President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks at the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Dec. 14, 2024. (South Korean Presidential Office via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 10 | 
            Supporters of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally to oppose a court having issued a warrant to detain Yoon, near the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. The signs read, "Oppose impeachment." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Supporters of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally to oppose a court having issued a warrant to detain Yoon, near the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Supporters of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally to oppose a court having issued a warrant to detain Yoon, near the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. The signs read, "Oppose impeachment." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Police officers escort away a supporter of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol as Yoon faces potential arrest after a court on Tuesday approved a warrant for his arrest, near the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Supporters of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol lie down on the ground as Yoon faces potential arrest after a court on Tuesday approved a warrant for his arrest, near the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            In this photo provided by the South Korean President Office, the country's President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks at the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Dec. 14, 2024. (South Korean Presidential Office via AP, File)
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                                    In this photo provided by the South Korean President Office, the country's President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks at the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Dec. 14, 2024. (South Korean Presidential Office via AP, File)
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            Supporters of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally to oppose a court having issued a warrant to detain Yoon, near the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. The signs read, "Oppose impeachment." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Supporters of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally to oppose a court having issued a warrant to detain Yoon, near the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            KIM TONG-HYUNG

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, in a message to conservative supporters rallying outside his Seoul residence, vowed to "fight to the end" against "anti-state forces," while his legal team warned Thursday that police officers attempting to detain him could face arrest by his presidential security service or even civilians.
Yoon's latest statement of defiance came as the Corruption Investigation Office for High-Ranking Officials prepared to execute a detainment warrant against him that was issued by a Seoul court on Tuesday and is valid for one week. The warrant was issued after Yoon evaded multiple requests to appear for questioning and blocked searches of his office, hindering an investigation into whether his hourslong martial law imposition on Dec. 3 amounted to rebellion.
Oh Dong-woon, the anti-corruption agency's chief prosecutor, has indicated that police forces might be deployed if Yoon's security service resists the detention attempt, which could occur as early as Thursday. But it remains unclear whether Yoon can be compelled to submit to questioning.

    


Yoon's legal team issued a statement on Thursday warning that any attempt by the anti-corruption agency to use police units for his detention would exceed their legal authority. The lawyers said police officers could face arrest by either the "presidential security service or any citizens" if they try to detain Yoon. They didn't elaborate further on the claim. 




South Korean law permits anyone to make an arrest to stop an active crime, and critics accused Yoon of inciting his supporters to obstruct attempts to detain him. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In a message to supporters gathered outside his residence Wednesday evening, Yoon said he would continue to fight against anti-state forces "violating our sovereignty" and putting the nation in "danger." He applauded his supporters for their efforts to protect "liberal democracy and constitutional order" and said he was watching their protests on live YouTube broadcasts, according to a photo of the message shared by Yoon's lawyers.

    


Yoon Kap-keun, the president's lawyer, filed a challenge with the Seoul Western District Court on Thursday to block both the detention warrant for Yoon Suk Yeol and a related search warrant for his residence. The lawyer argued that both warrants violate criminal laws and the constitution.
The liberal opposition Democratic Party, which drove the legislative vote that impeached Yoon Suk Yeol on Dec. 14 over his imposition of martial law, accused the president of trying to mobilize his supporters to block his detention and called for law enforcement authorities to execute the warrant immediately.
Braving subfreezing temperatures, thousands of Yoon's supporters rallied for hours near his residence on Thursday amid a heavy police presence, waving South Korean and American flags while chanting, "Nullify the impeachment!" and "We will protect President Yoon Suk Yeol!" Officers removed some protesters who laid down on a road leading to the entrance of Yoon's residence, but there were no immediate reports of major clashes.

    


"The Corruption Investigation Office must detain him immediately, and the presidential security service must cooperate with the lawful execution of the detainment warrant," said Park Chan-dae, the Democrats' floor leader.
"They should be aware that obstructing the execution of the detainment warrant could result in punishment for interference with official duties and complicity in rebellion," he said. 
Yoon's lawyers have argued that the court's detainment warrant is invalid, claiming that the anti-corruption agency lacks the legal authority to investigate rebellion charges. They also accuse the court of bypassing a law that says locations potentially linked to military secrets cannot be seized or searched without the consent of the person in charge.
Some experts believe the anti-corruption agency, which is leading a joint investigation with police and military authorities, would not risk clashing with Yoon's security service, which has said it will provide security to Yoon in accordance with the law. The office may instead issue another summons for Yoon to appear for questioning if they are not able to execute the detainment warrant by Jan. 6.

    


If Yoon is detained, the anti-corruption agency will have 48 hours to investigate him and either request a warrant for his formal arrest or release him. Yoon's defense minister, police chief and several top military commanders have already been arrested over their roles in the martial law enactment.
Yoon's presidential powers were suspended following a National Assembly vote to impeach him on Dec. 14 over his imposition of martial law, which lasted only hours but has triggered weeks of political turmoil, halted high-level diplomacy and rattled financial markets. Yoon's fate now lies with the Constitutional Court, which has begun deliberations on whether to uphold the impeachment and formally remove Yoon from office or reinstate him.

    


To formally end Yoon's presidency, at least six justices on the nine-member Constitutional Court must vote in favor.
The National Assembly voted last week to also impeach Prime Minister Han Duck-soo, who became acting president after Yoon's powers were suspended, over his reluctance to fill three Constitutional Court vacancies ahead of the court's review of Yoon's case. 
Facing growing pressure, the new acting president, Deputy Prime Minister Choi Sang-mok, appointed two new justices on Tuesday, which possibly increased the chances of the court upholding Yoon's impeachment.
Cho Han-chang, one of the newly appointed justices, said Thursday that he began his job with a "heavy heart." Jeong Gye-seon, the other new justice, expressed hope that the remaining vacancy would be filled.
Yoon's imposition of martial law ended after only six hours when the National Assembly voted 190-0 to lift it despite attempts by heavily armed soldiers to prevent them from voting.

Yoon has defended his martial law decree as a necessary act of governance, portraying it as a temporary warning against the Democratic Party, which he has described as an "anti-state" force obstructing his agenda with its legislative majority.
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Meet the Danish-Swedish farmdog, the newest breed in the American Kennel Club's lineup
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                    This image provided by the American Kennel Club shows a Danish-Swedish Farmdog standing outdoors, the latest dog in the American Kennel Club's lineup of recognized breeds. (Brooks H Mabry/American Kennel Club via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Say hello to the latest dog in the American Kennel Club's lineup of recognized breeds. Or you might say "hej."
The Danish-Swedish farmdog -- yep, that's the official name -- joined the pack Thursday. The designation makes the breed eligible to compete for many best in show trophies, and it likely augurs more widespread interest in the small, sprightly dogs. The prospect both gladdens and concerns their biggest fans.
"We're excited about it. We're looking forward to it," said Carey Segebart, one of the people who worked to get Danish-Swedish farmdogs recognized by the AKC. She proudly plans to debut one of her own at a dog show this month near her Iowa home. 
Still, she thinks increased exposure is "a double-edged sword" for the fleet, versatile pups. 
"We don't want the breed to just explode too quickly," she said.
Called the farmdog or DSF for short, the breed goes back centuries in parts of what are now Denmark, southern Sweden and some other European countries, according to the Danish-Swedish Farmdog Club of America. 

    


"They're interesting, fun little dogs," said Segebart, who has owned them since 2011 and is the club's incoming president. "They're essentially up for anything. They succeed at most everything."




In their original homelands, the dogs' main job was rodent patrol, but they also would herd a bit, act as watchdogs and play with farmers' children. Some even performed in circuses, according to the club. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
After Denmark and Sweden became more urban and suburban in the 20th century, farmdog fanciers set out to secure the breed's place in both nations (where "hej" translates to the English "hello"). Kennel clubs there began registering farmdogs in 1987.
In the U.S., many of the just about 350 farmdogs nationwide compete in agility, obedience or other canine sports that are open to all dogs, including mixed breeds. 

    


But until now, farmdogs couldn't enter the traditional breed-by-breed judging that leads to best in show prizes at events including the prominent Westminster Kennel Club dog show in New York. The entry deadline has passed for February's Westminster show, so farmdogs will have to wait for 2026 there, but they may well appear later this year at two other major, televised shows, the National Dog Show and AKC National Championship. 
The Danish-Swedish farmdog is the AKC's 202nd breed and "a wonderful addition to a family that is able to provide it with the exercise and mental stimulation that it needs," said the club's Gina DiNardo.
The AKC is the United States' oldest purebred dog registry and essentially a league for many dog competitions. Registration is voluntary, and requirements for breed recognition include at least 300 pedigreed dogs spread through at least 20 states. Some breeds are in other kennel clubs or none at all. 
Danish-Swedish farmdog fanciers deliberated for several years before pursuing AKC recognition and the attention that's likely to come with it, Segebart said. The number of farmdog puppy-seekers has grown substantially over the last decade; each of the few breeders receives multiple inquiries a week, and the typical wait for a puppy is a year or more, she said. 

    


Farmdog folk fear that their appealing, relatively easy-care breed could quickly become too popular for its own good. They're not the first to worry: Much fur has flown in dogdom over the rise of the French bulldog, which the AKC now ranks as the most popular breed in the country.
Some animal rights activists echo those concerns to argue against dog breeding in general. They say purebred popularity trends divert people from adopting shelter animals, fuel puppy mills and prize dogs' appearance over their health. 

The AKC says it promotes responsibly "breeding for type and function" to produce dogs with at least somewhat predictable traits, whether as basic as size or as specialized as bomb-sniffing skills. The club says it has given over $35 million since 1995 to its canine health research charity.
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Superdome re-opens from lockdown for the Sugar Bowl CFP quarterfinal between Georgia and Notre Dame

    Superdome re-opens from lockdown for the Sugar Bowl CFP quarterfinal between Georgia and Notre Dame

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Security and bomb sniffing dogs check vehicles as they enter the Superdome parking garage ahead of the Sugar Bowl NCAA College Football Playoff game, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            Security with bomb sniffing dogs patrol the area around the Superdome ahead of the Sugar Bowl NCAA College Football Playoff game, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            Security and bomb sniffing dogs check vehicles as they enter the Superdome parking garage ahead of the Sugar Bowl NCAA College Football Playoff game, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            Security and bomb sniffing dogs check backpacks before entering the Superdome ahead of the Sugar Bowl NCAA College Football Playoff game, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            An aerial overall exterior general view of Caesars Superdome, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Tyler Kaufman)
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Flags were at half-staff outside the Superdome and at nearby state buildings on Thursday as fans arrived a day later than scheduled for the Sugar Bowl -- a game serving this season as a College Football Playoff quarterfinal between Notre Dame and Georgia.
Security was ramped up around the stadium a little more than a day after an attack early Wednesday in the nearby French Quarter, where authorities say a truck driver deliberately plowed into a New Year's crowd -- killing 14 people and injuring more than 30.
The attack occurred on Bourbon Street, which runs through the heart of the French Quarter and is famously lined with bars, restaurants and clubs, near the corner of Canal Street, a main downtown artery.
The crime scene, which was gradually being cleared so it could be reopened to the public on Thursday afternoon, is about a mile's walk from the Superdome.

    


Numerous security officers around the 70,000-seat stadium were handling dogs trained to sniff for explosive devices. They encircled cars entering the Superdome parking garage and in some cases sniffed bags and backpacks.




The game, originally scheduled for 7:45 p.m. CST on Wednesday, was pushed back to 3 p.m. Thursday, with the winner advancing to the Jan. 9 Orange Bowl against Fiesta Bowl winner Penn State.
While many traveling fans extended their stay to attend the game, the postponement meant some would not be able to attend because of travel plans that were deemed too expensive or logistically difficult to change.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Numerous tickets were listed for resale online at prices of $30 or less, some as low as $23.
Postponing the game "was absolutely the right call," said Lisa Borrelli, a 34-year-old Philadelphia resident who came to New Orleans with her fiance, a 2011 Notre Dame graduate, but could not stay for the game. 
She said they paid more than $250 per ticket and weren't sure if they'd bother listing them for resale because prices were so low.

    


"Of course we're disappointed to miss it and to lose so much money on it, but at the end of the day it doesn't matter," Borrelli said. "We're fortunate enough that we'll be fine."
U.S. Rep. Troy Carter, D-La., said the decision to postpone the game "was not done lightly."
"It was done with one single thing in mind: public safety," he said.
Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry said he would attend the game, adding, "That is proof, believe you me, that that facility and this city is safer today than it was yesterday. "
Darrell Huckaby, 72, of Athens, Georgia, also decided to return home Thursday instead of staying for the game. He was in a hotel room overlooking where the attack took place. He was asleep when it occurred, but when he woke up, he could see pink blankets covering bodies of the dead.
"It was heartbreaking," he said. "I think the first instinct of most people this morning was wanting to be home. As important as football is to our Georgia culture, for a little while, the game just didn't really seem to matter.
He added that he would "probably eat" the $360 per ticket he paid.

    


Sugar Bowl Chief Executive Officer Jeff Hundley had pledged on Wednesday afternoon to "set up a safe and efficient and fun environment" at and around the Superdome on Thursday.
Statements from the University of Georgia Athletic Association and from Notre Dame said both schools had accounted for all team personnel and members of official travel parties.
The Superdome also is scheduled to host the Super Bowl on Feb. 9.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            The logo of Tesla car is pictured at the Paris Auto Show, in Paris, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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            A Tesla level three Electric vehicle charger is visible, Feb. 2, 2024, in Kennesaw, Ga., near Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Tesla posted its first annual sales drop in more than a dozen years Thursday, sinking a stock that has soared since Donald Trump's victory on optimism Elon Musk's close relationship to the president-elect will help the company. 
Tesla's global vehicle sales rose 2.3% in the final quarter thanks to 0% financing, free charging and low-priced leases. But that was not enough for billionaire Musk's most valuable holding to overcome a sluggish start to 2024.
The Austin, Texas, company sold 495,570 vehicles from October through December, boosting deliveries to 1.79 million for the full year. That was 1.1% below 2023 sales of 1.81 million as overall demand for electric vehicles in the U.S. and elsewhere slowed. 
The year-over-year global sales drop is Tesla's first since 2011, according to figures from analytics firm Global Data. The company sold 1,306 vehicles in 2010, but that dropped slightly to 1,129 the following year.

    


The fourth-quarter boost came with a cost. Analysts polled by FactSet expected Tesla's average sales price to fall to just over $41,000 in the quarter, the lowest in at least four years.




That doesn't bode well for Tesla's fourth-quarter earnings on Jan. 29 and Tesla's stock fell more than 7% Thursday.
Musk donated more than $250 million to Trump's campaign and is a regular guest at Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida. Tesla investors have pushed the stock up more than 50% since the election on hopes the new administration will streamline electric vehicle regulations and address other Musk policy priorities.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In 2022, Tesla predicted that its sales would grow 50% most years, but the prediction ran into an aging model lineup and increased competition in China, Europe and the U.S. In the U.S., analysts say most early adopters of technology already own electric vehicles, and more mainstream buyers have concerns about range, price and the ability to find charging stations on longer trips. 

    


The fourth-quarter deliveries fell thousands short of Wall Street expectations. Analysts polled by data provider FactSet expected sales of 498,000 vehicles.
Falling sales early in the year led to once-unheard of discounts for the automaker, cutting into its industry leading profit margins.
Competition from legacy and startup automakers is also growing as they try to nibble away at the company's market share.
Daniel Ives, a financial analyst at Wedbush, said he thinks the stock is still worth buying despite the sales drop.
"We have never viewed Tesla simply as a car company...instead we have always viewed Musk and Tesla as a leading disruptive technology global player," wrote Ives. "And the first part of this grand strategic vision has taken shape."
The fourth-quarter sales, while a record for Tesla, show that the company's aging model lineup is reaching saturation in the entry level luxury vehicle market, said Morningstar Analyst Seth Goldstein.
Aside from the Cybertruck, which has had limited appeal, Tesla's newest consumer model is the Y small SUV which first went on sale in 2020.

    


To meet Tesla management's guidance of 20% to 30% annual sales growth this year, the company will need to come out with a vehicle priced in the mid $30,000s to appeal to more mainstream buyers who might be considering gas, electric or hybrid vehicles, Goldstein said.
Tesla has floated the possibility of a new version of the Model Y that would cost in the mid $30,000s that may be smaller inside than the current Y with fewer features, Goldstein said.
"At that point you're comparable to some Hondas and Fords and GMs," Goldstein said. "It takes you out of the luxury market to the more affordable vehicle market."
Jeff Schuster, vice president of automotive research Global Data, said Tesla faces intense competition worldwide from EV makers in China, the U.S. and elsewhere, many of which are selling EVs to more mainstream buyers. "If they want to continue to see the growth they had, they need to expand to other sizes and price points," he said.
Also, Musk's support of Trump for U.S. president also could be turning off some buyers who may be more environmentally conscious and lean toward Democrats, Schuster said. A broader, less costly lineup would appeal to a larger group of buyers, he said. "I suppose the choices that he's made on the political front don't line up with a good portion of his buyers' profile," Schuster said.

    


Industry experts say that Tesla used to be the only automaker with credible electric vehicles, but now others such as China's BYD now have more to offer.
At present, automakers have 75 electric vehicle models for sale in the U.S. Through the first nine months of last year, electric vehicle sales slowed in the U.S., but they are still growing.
Through September, new EV sales rose 7.2% to about 936,000 in the U.S., according to Motorintelligence.com. That's slower growth than the 47% increase in 2023. But EV sales this year still are likely to surpass last year's record of 1.19 million. Most other automakers will report full-year sales on Friday.

    


Nearly all of Tesla's sales last quarter came from the smaller and less-expensive Models 3 and Y, with the company selling only 23,640 of its more expensive models that include X and S, as well as the new Cybertruck.
Tesla's global electric vehicle sales edged out Chinese rival BYD, which announced Thursday that total soared 41% last year including 1.77 million EVs. The company is vying with Tesla for the world's top selling EV maker.

Fourth quarter production of 459,445 vehicles was below total deliveries for the quarter, and full year production of 1.77 million was less than the year's sales.
____
AP reporter Bernard Condon reported from New York City.
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            The FBI now says that the pickup truck driver responsible for a deadly rampage in New Orleans acted alone. Officials said Wednesday that they were seeking additional potential suspects in an attack being investigated as an act of terrorism. (AP video: Lekan Oyekanmi)
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            Investigators work the scene after a person drove a vehicle into a crowd earlier on Canal and Bourbon Street in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            The scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            An Orleans Parish Coroner van is seen on Bourbon Street during the investigation of a pickup truck crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in front of the Royal Sonesta Hotel in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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    Live updates: At least 15 dead in New Orleans New Year's Day truck attack.


    


NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Investigators now believe the driver who barreled through a crowd of New Year's Day revelers in New Orleans acted alone and found he posted several videos on social media pledging his support for the Islamic State group, the FBI said Thursday. 
The FBI called Wednesday's attack, which left 14 victims dead, an act of terrorism. The driver, Shamsud-Din Jabbar, a U.S. citizen from Texas, also died in a shootout with police.
Investigators found guns and what appeared to be an improvised explosive device in the vehicle -- which bore the flag of the Islamic State group -- along with other explosive devices elsewhere in the French Quarter.
The attack unfolded on Bourbon Street, known worldwide as one of the largest destinations for New Year's Eve parties. Large crowds had gathered in the city ahead of the College Football Playoff quarterfinal at the Sugar Bowl, which was postponed until Thursday afternoon following the attack.
Here's what we know about the attack:

    


What happened? 
Police said Jabbar sped around a police blockade and raced through a crowd around 3:15 a.m. Wednesday along Bourbon Street, where people had gathered to celebrate the New Year. In addition to the dead, 35 people were injured. Two police officers were wounded in the shootout.




Who is the driver and what was his motive?

The FBI said Jabbar is an Army veteran from Texas. 
He enlisted in the Army in 2007, working in both human resources and information technology. He deployed to Afghanistan in February 2009 for nearly a year, and later transferred into the U.S. Army Reserve, the service said in a statement. Jabbar left the military in 2020 with the rank of staff sergeant.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Court records show Jabbar faced a deteriorating financial situation in 2022 while separating from his then-wife. Jabbar said he was behind on house payments and had accumulated credit card debt and wanted to quickly finalize the divorce.
At the time, court documents show he made about $10,000 a month doing business development and other work for the consulting firm Deloitte. In a statement, Deloitte said Jabbar had "served in a staff-level role" since being hired in 2021 and that the company was doing all it could to assist authorities. 

    


What have authorities found in their investigation?
The FBI obtained surveillance video of Jabbar placing potential explosive devices concealed in coolers in the French Quarter, the agency said Thursday. Initially, investigators believed that others had left behind the improvised explosive devices.
Five videos Jabbar posted on his Facebook account in the hours before the attack showed him saying he joined the militant Islamic State group before last summer, the FBI said.
Was there a connection to the explosion in Las Vegas?
The FBI said Thursday that so far they have found no connection between an explosion outside a Las Vegas hotel owned by President-elect Donald Trump and the New Orleans attack.
Investigators found fireworks and camp fuel canisters in a Tesla Cybertruck that blew up outside the Trump International Hotel early Wednesday, killing a suspect inside the vehicle. The person who died was an active-duty U.S. Army soldier, three U.S. officials told The Associated Press.

    


Who was in the French Quarter crowd?
Authorities said Bourbon Street was filled with people toasting the start of 2025 and in the city for the college football playoff game between No. 2 Georgia and No. 3 Notre Dame when the attack occurred. 
Among the victims were an aspiring nurse, a former football player and a single mother. Officials have not yet released the names of the people killed. 
What protections are there for pedestrians on Bourbon Street?
City documents show New Orleans has been in the midst of a major project to remove and replace post-like barriers called bollards designed to prevent vehicle attacks along Bourbon Street. That project began in November and involves replacing old bollards with new removable stainless steel bollards.
Have there been similar deadly attacks involving vehicles?

Wednesday's attack in New Orleans is the latest example of a vehicle being used as a weapon to carry out mass violence. The trend has alarmed law enforcement officials because such attacks can be difficult to protect against. Last month, a 50-year-old Saudi doctor plowed into a Christmas market teeming with holiday shoppers in the German city of Magdeburg, killing four women and a 9-year-old boy.

    


___
This story has been corrected to show that the Sugar Bowl was moved to Thursday afternoon, not Thursday night.
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            One of the strikes early Thursday hit a tent in an Israeli-declared humanitarian zone known as Muwasi, where hundreds of thousands of displaced people are sheltering in tents during the cold and rainy winter. It killed three children, three women and four men, according to the Nasser Hospital, which received the bodies. (AP video shot by Mohammad Jahjouh; Production: Wafaa Shurafa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 11 | 
            Palestinians inspect the site of an earlier Israeli army strike in the Muwasi area, in Khan Younis, central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. According to Palestinian medical officials, the airstrike killed at least 10 people, including three children and two senior police officers, in an Israeli-designated humanitarian zone in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 11 | 
            A destroyed part of Gaza City as seen from southern Israel, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov))
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            An Israeli soldier covers his ears as an artillery gunner fires into the Gaza Strip from a position in southern Israel, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025.(AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Palestinian girls collect donated food at a food distribution center in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A man mourns over the body of a Palestinian man killed during an Israeli army strike in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. The strike killed at least eight men members of local committees that help secure aid convoys, according to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A man reacts in grief as the body of 8-year-old Adam Farajallah is brought to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital following an airstrike on a house in the Bureij refugee camp, in the central Gaza Strip town of Deir al-Balah Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians prepare the body for the funeral of a man killed during an Israeli army strike in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. The strike killed at least eight men members of local committees that help secure aid convoys, according to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            An Israeli soldier jumps off an armoured vehicle at a staging area near the Gaza border in southern Israel, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov))
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            Israeli soldiers stand in a bullet-ridden house during a tour for army personnel to observe the damage caused by the Oct. 7 Hamas onslaught at Kibbutz Kfar Aza, near the Israeli-Gaza border, in Israel, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Palestinian children play next to a building destroyed by Israeli army strikes in the central Gaza Strip town of Khan Younis, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    One of the strikes early Thursday hit a tent in an Israeli-declared humanitarian zone known as Muwasi, where hundreds of thousands of displaced people are sheltering in tents during the cold and rainy winter. It killed three children, three women and four men, according to the Nasser Hospital, which received the bodies. (AP video shot by Mohammad Jahjouh; Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Palestinians inspect the site of an earlier Israeli army strike in the Muwasi area, in Khan Younis, central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. According to Palestinian medical officials, the airstrike killed at least 10 people, including three children and two senior police officers, in an Israeli-designated humanitarian zone in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A destroyed part of Gaza City as seen from southern Israel, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov))
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            An Israeli soldier covers his ears as an artillery gunner fires into the Gaza Strip from a position in southern Israel, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025.(AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Palestinian girls collect donated food at a food distribution center in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A man mourns over the body of a Palestinian man killed during an Israeli army strike in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. The strike killed at least eight men members of local committees that help secure aid convoys, according to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A man reacts in grief as the body of 8-year-old Adam Farajallah is brought to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital following an airstrike on a house in the Bureij refugee camp, in the central Gaza Strip town of Deir al-Balah Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians prepare the body for the funeral of a man killed during an Israeli army strike in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. The strike killed at least eight men members of local committees that help secure aid convoys, according to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, which received the bodies.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            An Israeli soldier jumps off an armoured vehicle at a staging area near the Gaza border in southern Israel, Thursday Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov))
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            Israeli soldiers stand in a bullet-ridden house during a tour for army personnel to observe the damage caused by the Oct. 7 Hamas onslaught at Kibbutz Kfar Aza, near the Israeli-Gaza border, in Israel, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Palestinian children play next to a building destroyed by Israeli army strikes in the central Gaza Strip town of Khan Younis, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        Israeli airstrikes killed at least 26 people across the Gaza Strip on Thursday, including three children and two high-ranking officers in the Hamas-run police force, according to Palestinian and hospital officials.
One strike early Thursday hit a tent in an Israeli-declared humanitarian zone known as Muwasi, where hundreds of thousands of displaced people are sheltering in tents during the cold and rainy winter. Israel said that strike targeted a senior member of Hamas' internal security apparatus.
Another strike killed at least eight Palestinians in central Gaza. The dead were members of local committees that help secure aid convoys, according to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, which received the bodies. An Associated Press reporter at the hospital confirmed the toll.
Israel's war in Gaza has killed over 45,500 Palestinians, according to local health officials, who say women and children make up more than half the fatalities. The officials do not distinguish between civilians and combatants in their tally.
The war was sparked by Hamas-led militants' Oct. 7, 2023 attack into Israel. They killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted around 250 that day. Around 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, at least a third of whom are believed to be dead.
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Israeli airstrikes kill 5 policemen in Gaza, raising daily death toll to at least 26
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Israeli airstrikes killed at least 26 Palestinians across the Gaza Strip on Thursday as the 15-month war with Hamas dragged on.
A strike killed five policemen in the southern city of Khan Younis and their bodies were taken to Nasser Hospital, medical officials there said.
Three Palestinians were killed in a separate Israeli strike in central Gaza that hit a group of people walking in the street in the built-up Maghazi refugee camp, according to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital.
An earlier strike in nearby Deir al-Balah killed eight people who were helping secure humanitarian aid convoys, the hospital said.

    


At least 10 people were also killed Thursday morning by an airstrike in southern Gaza's Muwasi area, inside an Israeli-declared humanitarian zone. The dead included three children and two senior police officers. Israel said that strike targeted a senior member of Hamas' internal security apparatus.
Israel has repeatedly targeted Gaza's police force, which was part of the Hamas-run government, contributing to a breakdown of law and order that has made it difficult for humanitarian groups to deliver aid. Israel accuses Hamas of hijacking aid for its own purposes. 
Israel claims raid on alleged missile factory in Syria last year
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military has claimed responsibility for a nighttime raid in Syria last September in which it says dozens of commandos destroyed a top-secret Iranian-led missile factory.
Israeli military spokesman Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani said Thursday that Iran, working with its Syrian and the Hezbollah allies, planned to build hundreds of precision guided missiles per year at the factory that could be transferred to Lebanon. He said the facility was located in western Syria around the town of Masyaf near the Lebanese border.

    


He said Israel had been monitoring the underground facility for several years, but decided to strike at a time when Israel was at war with Hezbollah and the factory was becoming operational.
"This facility posed a clear threat to the state of Israel and this is why we had to take action," he said.
Shoshani said over 100 special force soldiers took part in the Sept. 8 raid, backed by dozens of aircraft. Calling it one of Israel's most complex operations in years, he said soldiers arrived by helicopter and entered the facility, which he said was dug deep into the side of a mountain.
In bodycam footage released by the Israeli military, special forces are seen moving through wide underground hallways and seizing documents, before a large explosion destroys the site. The video, which could not be independently verified, also showed images of what the army said was missile-manufacturing equipment.
At the time, Syrian state media reported 18 deaths from a series of Israeli airstrikes in the area. Shoshani said there were no Israeli casualties, and that Israel also damaged another missile-production facility in Lebanon during the war.
Israel and Hezbollah reached a cease-fire in late November, halting nearly 14 months of fighting.

    


Israel's Netanyahu leaves hospital after prostate surgery 
JERUSALEM -- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was released from the hospital Thursday after recovering from prostate surgery Sunday. 
Doctors at Hadassah Ein Kerem Hospital said Netanyahu was recuperating satisfactorily, although he still has a period of recovery ahead. Medical follow-ups will continue as usual, according to a hospital statement.
Despite doctor's orders to remain hospitalized, the 75-year-old leader had briefly left the facility to participate in a vote in Israel's parliament on Tuesday.

    


Ukraine says it could soon restart ties with Syria
KYIV, Ukraine - Ukraine's president says his country is poised to reestablish diplomatic ties with Syria after the fall of President Bashar Assad and sharply increase agricultural exports to Lebanon despite being engaged in an almost three-year war with Russia.
The developments came after a recent visit to those countries by Ukraine's top diplomat and its government minister for farming, according to a statement from Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Thursday. Ukraine is aiming to build up its security and trade relations in the Middle East, he said.
Ukraine and Syria are assessing cooperation within international organizations, and Syria could this year become a "reliable partner" for Ukraine, Zelenskyy said.
The Ukrainian officials met with Syria's new de facto authorities led by the Islamist group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham. The insurgents had ousted Assad, a longtime ally of Russian President Vladimir Putin, in early December.
Ukrainian agricultural exports to Lebanon are around $400 million a year but Zelenskyy said he hopes to at least double that.
Ukraine is a leading world producer of wheat, corn, barley, sunflower oil and other food products.
Israel says it targeted Hamas official in a strike that killed 9 others 
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military says it targeted a senior member of Hamas' internal security apparatus in a strike in the Gaza Strip that Palestinian officials say killed nine other people, including three children. 
The strike early Thursday hit a tent in an Israeli-declared humanitarian zone known as Muwasi, where hundreds of thousands of displaced people are sheltering in tents during the cold and rainy winter.
The military said Hossam Shahwan, a senior officer in the Hamas-run police force in Gaza, was involved in gathering intelligence used by Hamas' armed wing in attacks on Israeli forces.
Maj. Gen. Mahmoud Salah, another senior police official, was also killed in the strike. 
The military says Hamas militants hide among civilians and blames the group for their deaths in the nearly 15-month war, which was ignited by Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023 attack into Israel.
The Hamas-run government had a police force numbering in the tens of thousands that maintained a high degree of public security before the war while also violently suppressing dissent.
The police have largely vanished from the streets in many areas after being targeted by Israel, contributing to the breakdown of law and order that has hindered the delivery of desperately needed humanitarian aid.
Syrian security forces search for militants who refuse to turn in their weapons 
DAMASCUS, Syria -- The forces together with armed vehicles were deployed in the city of Homs Thursday to look for the militants affiliated with ousted President Bashar Assad, state media reported.
SANA, citing a military official, said that the new de facto authorities led by the Islamist group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham had set up centers in Syria's third-largest city for former soldiers and militants to hand over their weapons, similar to other parts of Syria.
In early December, a lightning insurgency took out the decades-long rule of Assad in less than two weeks. HTS has since run much of war-torn Syria under the authority of its leader Ahmad al-Sharaa.
Officials who were part of Assad's notorious web of intelligence and security apparatus have been arrested over the past few weeks. 
Israeli strike kills 8 Palestinian men in central Gaza Strip
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- An Israeli strike has killed at least eight Palestinian men in the central Gaza Strip.
The dead were members of local committees that help secure aid convoys, according to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, which received the bodies. An Associated Press reporter at the hospital confirmed the toll.
Earlier on Thursday, an Israeli airstrike in southern Gaza killed at least 10 people, including three children and two senior officers in the Hamas-run police.
There was no immediate comment from the Israeli military on the strikes.
Israel has repeatedly targeted the police, contributing to a breakdown of law and order in the territory that has made it difficult for humanitarian groups to deliver aid. Israel accuses Hamas of hijacking aid for its own purposes.
Al Jazeera condemns Palestinian Authority's decision to bar it from operating in occupied West Bank
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- Al Jazeera has condemned the Palestinian Authority's decision to bar it from operating in the occupied West Bank, saying the decision was "in line" with similar actions taken by Israel.
In a statement Thursday, the Qatar-based broadcaster accused the Western-backed authority of seeking to "hide the truth about events in the occupied territories, especially what is happening in Jenin and its camps."
The Palestinian Authority, which cooperates with Israel on security matters, launched a rare crackdown on anti-Israel militants in the urban Jenin refugee camp last month. The authority has international support but is unpopular among many Palestinians, with critics portraying it as a subcontractor of the Israeli occupation.
The Palestinian Authority announced the suspension of Al Jazeera's activities on Wednesday, accusing it of incitement and interfering in Palestinian internal affairs. The Palestinian Authority exercises limited autonomy in parts of the Israeli-occupied West Bank.
Israel banned Al Jazeera last year, accusing it of being a mouthpiece of Hamas. Israeli strikes have killed or wounded several Al Jazeera reporters in Gaza, and Israel has accused some of them of being militants. Israeli forces raided Al Jazeera's West Bank headquarters last year, but the broadcaster has continued to operate in the territory.

Al Jazeera denies the allegations and accuses Israel of trying to silence its coverage. Its 24-hour reporting from Gaza has focused on the deaths of Palestinian civilians. It has also broadcast Hamas and other militant videos in their entirety, showing attacks on Israeli forces and hostages speaking under duress.
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Montenegro mourns after gunman kills at least 12 people before shooting himself
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            A gunman fatally shot at least 12 people, including two children, in a shooting rampage in the western town of Cetinje on Wednesday after a bar brawl. The shooter, identified as 45-year-old Aco Martinovic, killed the owner of the bar, the bar owner's children and his own family members, officials said. (AP video shot by Almir Alic)
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            Several people were killed in a shooting on Wednesday in the Montenegrin city of Cetinje, police and local media said (AP video shot by Risto Bozovic)
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            A police officer stands guard at the scene after a shooting incident at a bar, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            Police officers stand guard at the home of a gunman after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            Police investigators work at the site of a shooting in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Wednesday, Jan 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            Police investigators work at the site of a shooting in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Wednesday, Jan 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            Rescue workers work at the site of a shooting in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Wednesday, Jan 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            Police officers stand guard at the home of a gunman after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            A view of a police vehicle at the home of a gunman after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            A view of a police vehicle at the home of a gunman after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            A view of a bar after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            A police car outside a house after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            A view of blood by the door of a bar after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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                                    A gunman fatally shot at least 12 people, including two children, in a shooting rampage in the western town of Cetinje on Wednesday after a bar brawl. The shooter, identified as 45-year-old Aco Martinovic, killed the owner of the bar, the bar owner's children and his own family members, officials said. (AP video shot by Almir Alic)
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                                    Several people were killed in a shooting on Wednesday in the Montenegrin city of Cetinje, police and local media said (AP video shot by Risto Bozovic)
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            A police officer stands guard at the scene after a shooting incident at a bar, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            Police officers stand guard at the home of a gunman after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            Police investigators work at the site of a shooting in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Wednesday, Jan 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            Police investigators work at the site of a shooting in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Wednesday, Jan 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            Rescue workers work at the site of a shooting in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Wednesday, Jan 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            Police officers stand guard at the home of a gunman after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            A view of a police vehicle at the home of a gunman after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 13

                                    
                                    A view of a police vehicle at the home of a gunman after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            A view of a police vehicle at the home of a gunman after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            A view of a bar after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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                                    A view of a bar after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            A police car outside a house after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            A view of blood by the door of a bar after a shooting incident, in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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                                        CETINJE, Montenegro (AP) -- Shock and dismay prevailed in Montenegro on Thursday after a gunman fatally shot 12 people, including two children, in a western town before killing himself. 
At least four others were wounded in the shooting rampage in Cetinje on Wednesday that followed a bar brawl, officials said. This was the second such incident in the town in the past three years. 
Police Commissioner Lazar Scepanovic described Wednesday's shooting as "one of the biggest tragedies in the history of Montenegro."
He said at a news conference that the victims included seven men, three women and two children, born in 2011 and 2016.
"Most of the victims were people he knew, his closest friends and relatives," including the shooter's sister, Scepanovic said. "This criminal act wasn't planned or organized. It was unpredictable."
The shooter, identified as 45-year-old Aco Martinovic, killed the owner of the bar, the bar owner's children and his own family members, officials have said. 

    


The attacker, who first fled after the rampage, was later located and surrounded by police. He died after shooting himself in the head, police said. 




Residents of Cetinje, a town of some 17,000 people, were stunned and grief-stricken. 
"I knew all of these people personally, also the attacker. I think when he did that, he was out of his mind," said Vesko Milosevic, a retiree from Cetnje. "What do I know, he went from place to place and killed people. Its a catastrophe."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Vanja Popovic, whose relatives are among the victims, said that "we are all in shock."
"How can I feel after this?" Popovic said. "No one expected it. You can't even ask anyone anything."
Police had dispatched a special unit to search for the attacker in the town, which is located about 30 kilometers (18 miles) northwest of Podgorica, the country's capital. All roads in and out of Cetinje were blocked for hours as police swarmed the streets. 

    


Police said that the shooter had died while being taken to a hospital in the capital and succumbed from the "severity of his injuries."
Officials have said that the attacker was at the bar throughout the day with other guests when the brawl erupted. He then went home, brought back a weapon and opened fire at around 5:30 p.m. 
Prosecutor Andrijana Nastic said Thursday that the attacker went to six locations during the shooting rampage, including the last one, where he shot himself. 
Four men were killed at the bar, she said. The shooter then moved on to another location where he killed four more people, and then two children at a third site. He then went on to kill two more people at two other locations before eventually shooting himself, Nastic said. 
"Further investigation will determine the exact circumstances of the events," she added. 
The government has declared three days of national mourning starting on Thursday, and all planned New Year's festivities have been canceled throughout the country. 
Prime Minister Milojko Spajic said that the government may try to impose a total ban on weapons "because we must ask ourselves after this who should be allowed to have guns in Montenegro."

    


The small Adriatic Sea nation, which has a population of around 620,000 people, is known for its gun culture and many people traditionally have weapons. 
In August 2022 in Cetinje, which is Montenegro's historic capital, an attacker killed 10 people, including two children, before he was shot and killed by a passerby.
Police have said that the suspect in Wednesday's shooting received a suspended sentence in 2005 for violent behavior and had appealed his latest conviction for illegal weapons possession. Montenegrin media have reported that he was known for erratic and violent behavior.

"Instead of holiday joy ... we have been gripped by sadness over the loss of innocent lives," Montenegro's President Jakov Milatovic said in a post on X.
___
Associated Press writers Jovana Gec and Dusan Stojanovic contributed to this report from Belgrade, Serbia.
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Puerto Rico swears in new governor days after major blackout left much of the island in the dark
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                    A street is dark during a blackout in San Juan, Puerto Rico, after sunset on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- Jenniffer Gonzalez Colon was sworn in Thursday as Puerto Rico's new governor during a normally ebullient ceremony held amid widespread anger over a blackout that hit the U.S. territory days ago.
Gonzalez, a Republican who backs President-elect Donald Trump and whose pro-statehood New Progressive Party secured a historic third consecutive term after she won the Nov. 5 election, has pledged to stabilize the Caribbean island's crumbling power grid.
Before the start of a ceremony in front of Puerto Rico's seaside Capitol to celebrate her swearing in, Gonzalez attended Mass surrounded by family and supporters.
"What better than to come first to thank God and to ask God to give me the wisdom, the fortitude and the tools to fulfill everything I promised the people of Puerto Rico," she told reporters.
A protester with her face covered interrupted the Mass at Parroquia Santa Teresita in San Juan. She yelled, "Jenniffer, we came for you. Puerto is without power."

    


Meanwhile, a growing number of protesters gathered at the Capitol before Gonzalez's arrival. Protesting the ceremony was Yara Humaran Martinez, an aquatic physical therapist whose 83-year-old mother remains without power.




"I don't have any hope that she will change anything," she said of the new governor.
Gonzalez has promised to appoint an energy "czar" to review potential contractual breaches while another operator is found to possibly replace Luma Energy, a private company that oversees the transmission and distribution of power in Puerto Rico.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
However, no contract can be canceled without prior approval from Puerto Rico's Energy Bureau and a federal control board that oversees the island's finances.
Outages were still being reported on Thursday as crews tried to stabilize the grid following the blackout that hit early Tuesday, leaving 1.3 million customers in the dark as Puerto Ricans prepared for New Year's Eve.

    


While electricity had been restored to 98.9% of 1.47 million total customers, more than 600,000 were temporarily left without power on New Year's when part of the system collapsed again, according to Luma.
"The stability of the system is fragile," Luma said late Wednesday as it warned of more outages on Thursday given an ongoing lack of generation. "We know and understand how frustrating it is for our clients to be without service for long periods of time."
Backup generators were put in place to ensure a smooth swearing-in ceremony on Thursday given that renowned musicians were scheduled to perform.
The anticipated revelry was characteristic of Gonzalez, a 48-year-old attorney and recent mother of twins who prior to the election showed up at her party's assembly wearing a Wonder Woman tiara and cuffs. She also made the news after peeling out of one of her party's conventions in an off-road vehicle earlier this year.
Supporters and critics gathered for the ceremony, some clutching umbrellas to shield themselves from the blistering sun.
"Because she's a woman, she's going to be a great governor," said Amanda Sanchez Leon, a retired government employee, who arrived two hours early to secure a spot outside an area reserved for guests. She said she was hopeful that Gonzalez would reduce violent crimes and improve education and health, "especially for us older people." She also believed the power crisis would improve and that Gonzalez would see her promises through.

    


"The people are suffering," Sanchez said.
Also supporting the new governor was Lizbeth Rodriguez, a school nurse, who believed that as a mother, Gonzalez would prioritize the island's weak education system and tackle crime.
But Rodriguez remains rankled at what she believes is the misspending of government money.
"That's what bothers the people. You're doing fine, sure, but look at us," she said.
Gonzalez, of the pro-statehood New Progressive Party, had beat former Gov. Pedro Pierluisi during their party's primary in June.
At the time, she was Puerto Rico's representative in Congress and had run on Pierluisi's ticket four years ago.

    


After beating him, she won the Nov. 5 general election with more than 526,000 votes, or 41%. Trailing her was Juan Dalmau, who represented Puerto Rico's Independence Party and the Citizen Victory Movement.
It was the first time that the Popular Democratic Party, which supports the island's territorial status quo and is one of Puerto Rico's two main parties, came in third in a gubernatorial race.
While Gonzalez's immediate challenge is Puerto Rico's fragile power grid, she also inherits a feeble economy that has slowly been strengthening since the U.S. territory's government declared in 2015 that it was unable to pay its more than $70 billion public debt load.
In 2017, it filed for the biggest U.S. municipal bankruptcy in history.
All but one government agency has since restructured its debt, with Puerto Rico's Electric Power Authority still struggling to do so. It holds more than $9 billion in debt, the largest of any government agency.

    


Experts warn the island will keep struggling to attract investors until the debt is restructured and the power grid strengthened.
Gonzalez also will have to work alongside a federal control board that U.S. Congress created in 2016 to oversee Puerto Rico's finances and supervise the ongoing reconstruction after Hurricane Maria slammed into the island in September 2017 as a powerful Category 4 storm, razing the electrical grid.
She also faces pressure to create affordable housing, lower power bills and the general cost of living, reduce violent crime, boost Puerto Rico's economy, with the island locked out of capital markets since 2015, and improve a limping health care system as thousands of doctors flock to the U.S. mainland.
Like other governors of the pro-statehood party, Gonzalez has said she would push for Puerto Rico to become the 51st state, but such a change would require approval from U.S. Congress and the U.S. president.
A nonbinding referendum held during the Nov. 5 election, the seventh of its kind, asked voters to choose one of three options: statehood, independence and independence with free association, under which issues like foreign affairs, U.S. citizenship and use of the U.S. dollar would be negotiated.

With 63% of voters participating, statehood earned more than 615,000 votes, or 59%, with independence coming in second for the first time with more than 309,000 votes, or 29%. Independence with free association garnered more than 128,000 votes, or 12%.
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An aspiring nurse, a football star, a single mother and a father of 2 killed in New Orleans attack
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            A man whose friend was one of those killed in New Orleans' French Quarter early New Year's Day describes the chaos after a driver rammed into a crowd of revelers. (AP Video: Jack Brook)
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            Zion Parsons, 18, talks about the death of his friend, Nikyra Dedeaux, 18, and the scene after a pickup truck crashed into pedestrians on Bourbon Street followed by a shooting in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Trevant Hayes, 20, sits in the French Quarter after the death of his friend, Nikyra Dedeaux, 18, after a pickup truck crashed into pedestrians on Bourbon Street followed by a shooting in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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    Live updates: At least 15 dead in New Orleans New Year's Day truck attack.


    


NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- An 18-year-old girl dreaming of becoming a nurse, a single mother, a father of two and a former Princeton football star suffered fatal injuries when the driver of a white pickup truck sped down Bourbon Street, packed with holiday revelers.
Officials have not yet released the names of the 14 people killed in the New Orleans New Year's Day truck attack, but their families and friends have started sharing their stories. New Orleans Coroner Dr. Dwight McKenna said in a statement late Wednesday that they will release the names of the dead once autopsies are complete and they've talked with the next of kin. About 30 people were injured.

    


Matthew Tenedorio
The parents of Matthew Tenedorio told NBC News that their son was one of the people killed in the attack.
"He was 25 years old. He was just starting life. He had the job of his dreams," Cathy Tenedorio said. "It's just very sad."
A GoFundMe page created by a cousin says he was an audiovisual technician at the Superdome.
"He was a wonderful kid," Louis Tenedorio added. "He loved people. He loved animals. He always had a smile. So many friends. He had so many friends."




Cathy Tenedorio said she had spent New Year's Eve with Matthew and another one of her sons.
"We had dinner and we did fireworks outside, and just laughing and hugging each other and telling each other we loved each other," she said. She added that they had tried to dissuade him from going into the city. 
"They don't think about risk," she said.

    


Nikyra Dedeaux
Zion Parsons of Gulfport, Mississippi, had been celebrating New Year's Eve at his first night on Bourbon Street when a vehicle appeared and plowed into his friend, 18-year-old Nikyra Dedeaux, who he said had dreamed of becoming a nurse.
"A truck hit the corner and comes barreling through throwing people like in a movie scene, throwing people into the air," Parsons, 18, told The Associated Press. "It hit her and flung her like at least 30 feet and I was just lucky to be alive."
As the crowd scattered in the chaos he ran through a gruesome aftermath of bleeding and maimed victims, hearing gunshots and explosive sounds.
"Bodies, bodies all up and down the street, everybody screaming and hollering" Parsons said. "People crying on the floor, like brain matter all over the ground. It was just insane, like the closest thing to a war zone that I've ever seen."
Dedeaux was a responsible daughter -- shorter than all her siblings but the one who helped take care of everyone, Parsons said. Dedeaux had a job at a hospital and was set to start college and begin working towards her goal of becoming a registered nurse.
"She had her mindset -- she didn't have everything figured out but she had the plan laid down," Parsons said.
Reggie Hunter
A 37-year-old father of two from Baton Rouge, Reggie Hunter had just left work and headed to celebrate New Year's with a cousin when the attack happened, his first cousin Shirell Jackson told Nola.com.
Hunter died and his cousin was injured, Jackson said.

    


Tiger Bech
A former high school and college football player from Louisiana was among those who died, according to an education official.
Tiger Bech, 27, died late Wednesday morning at a New Orleans hospital, according to local media outlets citing Kim Broussard, the athletic director at St. Thomas More Catholic High School in Lafayette. Bech attended the high school, where he played wide receiver, quarterback, punt returner and defensive back, NOLA.com reported.
Bech played football at Princeton University before graduating in 2021. Most recently he was working as an investment trader at a New York brokerage firm.
Marty Cannon, STM principal and former Bech coach, said he was an incredibly talented football player, but also charismatic and intelligent. After graduating from Princeton and working in the city, he regularly returned to visit his tight-knit family, close friends and people at the school. He was home over Christmas.
"We live in a relatively small community here where not a lot of people leave but many do," Cannon said. "I'm not surprised at all that Tiger could take off from south Louisiana and go off and get an amazing education at a place like Princeton and then lock himself into a community up there and just flourish. He's that kind of guy."

    


Princeton football coach Bob Surace said Wednesday that he had been texting with Bech's father, sharing memories of the player, who was a school kick returner and receiver from 2017 to 2019. He earned All-Ivy League honors as a returner.
"He might be the first Tiger to ever play for us, and that nickname kind of described him as a competitor," Surace told ESPN. The school's nickname is the Tigers. "He was somebody that somehow, like in the key moments, just excelled and was full of energy, full of life."
Bech has been working at Seaport Global, where company spokesperson Lisa Lieberman could not confirm his death. But she told The Associated Press that "he was extremely well regarded by everybody who knew him."

    


Bech's younger brother, Jack, is a top wide receiver at Texas Christian University.
In a response to a KLFY-TV report posted on X about Tiger Bech's death, a post from an account for a Jack Bech on the social media site said: "Love you always brother ! You inspired me everyday now you get to be with me in every moment. I got this family T, don't worry. This is for us." 
Nicole Perez
Nicole Perez was a single mother to a 4-year-old son working hard to make life better for her family when she was killed, according to her employer.
Perez, who was in her late 20s, was recently promoted to manager at Kimmy's Deli in Metairie, Louisiana, and "was really excited about it," deli owner Kimberly Usher said in a phone interview with AP. Usher confirmed Perez's death through her sister, who also works for her.
Usher said Perez would walk in the morning to the deli, which opened at breakfast time, and would ask lots of questions about the business side of the operations. She also was permitted to bring her son, Melo, to work, where during breaks she taught him basic learning skills.
"She was a really good mom," said Usher, who started a GoFundMe account to cover Perez's burial costs and to help with expenses for her son that "he will need to transition into a new living situation," the donation request says.
Injured in the Attack
Heaven Sensky-Kirsch said her father, Jeremi Sensky, endured 10 hours of surgery for injuries that included two broken legs. He was taken off a ventilator Thursday.
Jeremi Sensky was ejected from the wheelchair he has used since a 1999 car accident and had bruises to his face and head, Sensky-Kirsch said in a phone interview from a hospital intensive care unit.
"He's talking right now," Sensky-Kirsch said late Thursday morning.
Sensky, 51, who works in the family's tree service business, had driven from his home in Canonsburg, Pennsylvania, to New Orleans to celebrate the holiday.
He and his wife, his daughter, his son-in-law and two friends stopped for a few days in Nashville before arriving in New Orleans, a place they just always wanted to visit.
Before the attack, Sensky and the two friends had been having pizza, his daughter said. Sensky left them to return to his hotel on Canal Street because he felt cold, she said.
Sensky-Kirsch said others could see the attacker coming and were able to run out of the way, but her father "was stuck on the road." His wheelchair can been seen in some images lodged against a crane.
When he didn't return to the hotel, they went to look for him, she said.
"We thought he was dead," Sensky-Kirsch said. "We can't believe he's alive."
Also injured:
-- University of Georgia President Jere W. Morehead said on "X" that a student was critically injured in the attack and is receiving medical treatment. He did not name the student.
-- The Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs said on "X" that two Israeli citizens were injured in the attack.
-- University of Mississippi Chancellor Glenn Boyce said Thursday that one of the university's students was critically injured in New Orleans. Boyce did not identify the student.
___
The story has been updated to correct Tiger Bech's age from 28 to 27, and to correct the spelling of Metairie, Louisiana, from Metarie.
___

Jack Brook in New Orleans, Gary Robertson in Raleigh, North Carolina, Emily Wagster Pettus in Jackson, Mississippi, Travis Loller in Nashville and Martha Bellisle in Seattle contributed to this report.
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            Police say 10 people were wounded in a shooting outside a New York City nightclub while they were waiting to get into a private event.
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            About 15 people were standing outside Amazura nightclub at 11:15 p.m. in Jamaica when four men on foot approached the group of 16 to 20 year olds who were waiting to get into a private event. Three to four men opened fired on the group, Chief of Patrol Philip Rivera, said during an early Thursday press conference.
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            In this grab taken from a video provided by the New York Police Department, Chief of Patrol Philip Rivera, centre, speaks to the media during a press conference in New York, early Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, the day after a shooting outside a nightclub in Queens. (NYPD via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Ten people were wounded in a shooting outside a New York City nightclub while they were waiting to get into a private event, police said.
About 15 people were standing outside Amazura Concert Hall at 11:15 p.m. Wednesday in Jamaica, Queens, when four men on foot approached the group of 16- to 20-year-olds. Three or four men opened fire on the group, New York Police Department Chief of Patrol Philip Rivera said during an early Thursday news conference.
About 30 shots were fired before the gunmen fled on foot. They were then seen getting into a sedan with out-of-state plates.
There is "zero tolerance for these senseless shootings," Rivera said.
Six females and four males were taken to hospitals with injuries that were not life-threatening, he said.
A massive police presence and several ambulances were seen outside Amazura in footage posted on social media.

    


The motive was not immediately known, but Rivera said: "This is not terrorism."
Amazura Concert Hall urged the public to contact police with any information about the shooting.

"We are deeply saddened by the recent and unfortunate isolated incident that occurred. Our hearts go out to all those affected by this senseless act," the venue said in an Instagram post.
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            President Joe Biden is bestowing the second highest civilian medal on Liz Cheney and Bennie Thompson, leaders of the congressional investigation into the Jan 6., 2021 Capitol riot.
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            This combo photo shows Rep. Bennie G. Thompson, D-Miss., speaking during the Democratic National Convention on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago, left; and Former Republican Congresswoman Liz Cheney speaking during a town hall with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at The People's Light in Malvern, Pa., Monday, Oct. 21, 2024, right. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley/Matt Rourke)
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                                        President Joe Biden is bestowing the second highest civilian medal on Liz Cheney and Bennie Thompson, leaders of the congressional investigation into the Capitol riot who Donald Trump has said should be jailed for their roles in the inquiry. 
Biden will award the Presidential Citizens Medal to 20 people in a ceremony Thursday at the White House, including Americans who fought for marriage equality, a pioneer in treating wounded soldiers, and two of the president's longtime friends, former Sens. Ted Kaufman, D-Del., and Chris Dodd, D-Conn. 
"President Biden believes these Americans are bonded by their common decency and commitment to serving others," the White House said in a statement. "The country is better because of their dedication and sacrifice."
Biden last year honored people who were involved in defending the Capitol from a mob of angry Trump supporters on Jan. 6, 2021, or who helped safeguard the will of American voters during the 2020 presidential election, when Trump tried and failed to overturn the results. 

    


Cheney, a former Wyoming congresswoman, and Thompson, a Mississippi Democrat, led the House committee that investigated the insurrection. The committee's final report asserted that Trump criminally engaged in a "multi-part conspiracy" to overturn the lawful results of the election he lost to Biden and failed to act to stop his supporters from attacking the Capitol. Thompson wrote that Trump "lit that fire." 




Cheney, who lost her seat in the GOP primary in August, later said she would vote for Democrat Kamala Harris in the 2024 presidential race and campaigned with the Democratic nominee, raising Trump's ire. Biden has been considering whether to offer preemptive pardons to Cheney and others Trump has targeted. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trump, who won the 2024 election and will take office Jan. 20, still refuses to back away from his lies about the 2020 presidential race and has said he would pardon the rioters once he is back in the White House.

    


During an interview with NBC's "Meet the Press," the president-elect said that "Cheney did something that's inexcusable, along with Thompson and the people on the un-select committee of political thugs and, you know, creeps," claiming without evidence they "deleted and destroyed" testimony they collected.
"Honestly, they should go to jail," he said.
Cheney and Thompson were "an embarrassment to this country" for their conduct on the committee, Trump's communications director Steven Cheung asserted.
Biden is also giving the award to attorney Mary Bonauto, who fought to legalize same-sex marriage, and Evan Wolfson, a leader of the marriage equality movement. 
Other honorees include Frank Butler, who set new standards for using tourniquets on war injuries; Diane Carlson Evans, an Army nurse during the Vietnam War who founded the Vietnam Women's Memorial Foundation; and Eleanor Smeal, an activist who led women's rights protests in the 1970s and fought for equal pay. 
He's also giving the award to photographer Bobby Sager, academics Thomas Vallely and Paula Wallace, and Frances Visco, the president of the National Breast Cancer Coalition. 

    


Other former lawmakers being honored include former Sen. Bill Bradley, D-N.J.; former Sen. Nancy Kassebaum, the first woman to represent Kansas; and former Rep. Carolyn McCarthy, D-N.Y., who championed gun safety measures after her son and husband were shot to death.
Biden will honor four people posthumously: Joseph Galloway, a former war correspondent who wrote about the first major battle in Vietnam in the book "We Were Soldiers Once ... and Young"; civil rights advocate and attorney Louis Lorenzo Redding; former Delaware judge Collins Seitz; and Mitsuye Endo Tsutsumi, who was held with other Japanese Americans during World War II and challenged the detention. 

The Presidential Citizens Medal was created by President Richard Nixon in 1969 and is the country's second highest civilian honor after the Presidential Medal of Freedom. It recognizes people who "performed exemplary deeds of service for their country or their fellow citizens."
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            The FBI now says that the pickup truck driver responsible for a deadly rampage in New Orleans acted alone. Officials said Wednesday that they were seeking additional potential suspects in an attack being investigated as an act of terrorism. (AP video: Lekan Oyekanmi)
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            Authorities say a man driving a pickup truck sped through a crowd of pedestrians in New Orleans' bustling French Quarter early on New Year's Day, killing at least 15 people and injuring about 30 others. President Joe Biden said New Orleans attacker posted video beforehand indicating he was inspired by Islamic State group on Wednesday.
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            A black flag with white lettering lies on the ground rolled up behind a pickup truck that a man drove into a crowd on Bourbon Street in New Orleans, killing and injuring a number of people, early Wednesday morning, Jan. 1, 2025. The FBI said they recovered an Islamic State group flag, which is black with white lettering, from the vehicle. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            This undated passport photo provided by the FBI on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, shows Shamsud-Din Bahar Jabbar. (FBI via AP)
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            President Joe Biden makes a statement on the latest developments in New Orleans from Camp David, Md., Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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    Live updates: At least 15 dead in New Orleans New Year's Day truck attack.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- The FBI says it recovered the black banner of the Islamic State group from the truck that an American man from Texas smashed into New Year's partygoers in New Orleans' French Quarter, killing 15 people. 
The investigation is expected to look in part at any support or inspiration that driver Shamsud-Din Jabbar may have drawn from that violent Middle East-based group or from any of at least 19 affiliated groups around the world. 
President Joe Biden said Wednesday evening that the FBI had told him that "mere hours before the attack, (Jabbar) posted videos on social media indicating that he was inspired" by IS.
Routed from its self-proclaimed caliphate in Syria and Iraq by a U.S. military-led coalition more than five years ago, IS has focused on seizing territory in the Middle East more than on staging massive al-Qaida-style attacks on the West.

    


But in its home territory, IS has welcomed any chance to behead Americans and other foreigners who come within its reach. The main group at peak strength claimed a handful of coordinated operations targeting the West, including a 2015 Paris plot that killed 130 people. It has had success, although abated in recent years, in inspiring people around the world who are drawn to its ideology to carry out ghastly attacks on innocent civilians.
Here's a look at IS, its current status, and some of the offshoot armed groups and so-called lone wolves that have killed under the group's flag.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
What is the Islamic State group?
The main group also goes by IS, ISIS, or the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. 
It began as a breakaway group from al-Qaida. 
Under leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, IS had seized stunning amounts of territory in Iraq and Syria by 2014. Within territory under its control, it killed, raped and otherwise abused members of other faiths and targeted fellow Sunni Muslims who strayed from its harsh interpretation of Islam. 

    


By 2019, a U.S.-led military intervention had driven IS from the cities and towns of its self-claimed state. Al-Baghdadi killed himself, and two children near him, that same year, detonating an explosive vest as U.S. forces closed in on him. 
Currently, the main IS is a scattered and much weakened organization working to regain fighting strength and territory in Syria and Iraq. Experts warn that the group is reconstituting itself there.
And that flag? Typically, it's a black banner with white Arabic letters expressing a central tenet of the Islamic faith. Countless Muslims around the world see the coercive violence of the group as a perversion of their religion.
What's the influence of IS today?
Some experts argue that IS is powerful today partly as a brand, inspiring both militant groups and individuals in attacks that the group itself may have no real role in. 
The group's credo and military successes have led armed extremist organizations in Africa, Asia and Europe to swear allegiance to it. It's a greatly decentralized alliance.
Many of the offshoot groups have carried out lethal attacks. Islamic State-Khorasan, an Afghanistan-based group, is one of the most lethal currently. Attacks linked to that affiliate include the March 2024 killings of about 130 people at a Moscow theater, the August 2021 bombing that killed 13 U.S. service members and about 170 Afghans as the U.S. was withdrawing from Afghanistan, and killings in Pakistan and elsewhere.

    


What's the group's track record for inspiring attacks in the United States?
The New Orleans rampage reflects the deadliest IS-inspired attack on U.S. soil in several years.
Other attacks over the past decade include a 2015 shooting rampage by a husband-and-wife team who killed 14 people in San Bernardino, California, and a 2016 massacre at a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida, by a gunman who fatally shot 49 people, pledged his allegiance on a 911 call to al-Baghdadi and raged against the "filthy ways of the West."
Those attacks coincided with an influx of thousands of Westerners -- some of them Americans -- who traveled to Syria in hopes of joining the so-called caliphate.
In the aftermath of those killings, the threat from radicalized followers of the group had appeared to wane in the Defense Department strikes have taken out other IS members and the FBI has had significant success in disrupting plots before they come to fruition.


    


But over the past year, FBI officials have warned about a significantly elevated threat of international terrorism after Hamas' attack on Israel in October 2023 and the resulting Israeli strikes in Gaza. FBI Director Christopher Wray, who is set to resign at the end of the Biden administration, told The Associated Press in an August interview that he was "hard pressed to think of a time in my career where so many different kinds of threats are all elevated at once."
The SITE intelligence group reported IS supporters celebrating in online chat groups Wednesday. 
"If it's a brother, he's a legend. Allahu Akbar," or "God is great," it quoted one as saying.
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            Democratic Rep. Barbara Lee of California was the only lawmaker to vote against authorizing the use of military force against those responsible for the Sept. 11 attacks. She's now leaving Congress and her renegade approach is serving as a model for the next generation.
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            Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Calif., stands beside a portrait of her friend and mentor, Shirley Chisolm, the first Black woman elected to Congress, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            FILE--Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Ca., waves on stage during the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation Phoenix Awards, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            FILE--Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, left, a freshman Democrat representing New York's 14th Congressional District, takes a selfie with Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Calif., center, and Rep. Ann McLane Kuster, D-N.H, on the first day of the 116th Congress with Democrats holding the majority under the leadership of Rep. Nancy Pelosi of California as speaker of the House, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Jan. 3, 2019. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            FILE--Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Calif., joined at left by Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif., is surrounded by reporters after she lost her bid for House Democratic Caucus chair to Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., during leadership elections at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 28, 2018. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            FILE--From left, Congressional Black Caucus Chair Rep. Barbara Lee, D- Calif., House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., Rep. Maxine Waters, D-Calif., Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, D-D.C., and Rep. Yvette Clarke, D-N.Y.,applaud during the unveiling of the portrait of the late New York Rep. Shirley Chisholm, marking the 40th anniversary of Congresswoman Chisholm's swearing in as a Member of the House of representatives, Tuesday, March 3, 2009, on Capitol Hill in Washington. In 1968, Chisholm became the first African-American woman elected to Congress. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            FILE--Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, left, a freshman Democrat representing New York's 14th Congressional District, takes a selfie with Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Calif., center, and Rep. Ann McLane Kuster, D-N.H, on the first day of the 116th Congress with Democrats holding the majority under the leadership of Rep. Nancy Pelosi of California as speaker of the House, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, Jan. 3, 2019. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Rep. Barbara Lee has always stood apart, a matter-of-fact renegade with a long list of firsts.
In high school, she was the first Black student to integrate her Southern California cheerleading squad.
During the Democrat's more than two decades in Congress, she has been the only Black woman elected to the House from California's regions north of Los Angeles.
But it was Lee's lonely 2001 vote as the only lawmaker against the authorization for the use of military force against those responsible for the Sept. 11 attacks that indelibly set her apart.
"If you really believe that this is the right thing for the country, for your district, for the world, then you have to do it, and be damned everything else," Lee told The Associated Press during a recent breakfast interview at the Capitol.
"You don't do that all the time, but there's some moments when you have to do that."

    


As Lee heads for the exit, wrapping up a storied career representing the Oakland area, the 78-year-old congresswoman once seen as an outlier with deeply unpopular positions -- her vote against the war resulted in death threats -- has watched her views come to be respected, accepted and even emulated. Casting her final vote on the House floor in late December, Lee was met with applause, her legacy a touchstone for a new generation.


Yet her experiences -- including losing a Senate primary in March for a seat later won by a then-House colleague, Democrat Adam Schiff, in the same year that voters nationwide rejected Vice President Kamala Harris for President-elect Donald Trump, -- also provide a stark reminder of the challenges Black women confront in American electoral politics.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"There are few congressional leaders, public servants, that have served with the kind of courage and tenacity as Congresswoman Lee," said outgoing Sen. Laphonza Butler, the California Democrat who was appointed temporarily to the seat after the death of long-serving Democratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein.

    


With Butler, Lee teamed up to pass one of the final bills of the 118th Congress, awarding the Congressional Gold Medal posthumously to her mentor and friend Shirley Chisholm, another trailblazer -- the first Black woman elected to Congress, joining in 1969, who went on to make a longshot presidential run -- in what would have been the New York Democrat's 100th birthday. It was approved by the House and Senate without opposition, and signed into law by Democratic President Joe Biden in December.
A single mom and social worker by training, Lee had been disconnected from politics. She was a volunteer community worker with the Black Panther Party when she met Chisholm. Lee found in "Mrs. C" a new kind of leader who "stood up for people." Lee got involved in Chisholm's 1972 presidential campaign. Lee eventually worked in Congress and ran for office herself, taking over the seat after her boss, Rep. Ron Dellums, retired.
But as Lee tells it, what's particularly noteworthy about her own career, is that she's number 20 -- the 20th Black woman elected to the House.

    


"I'm only the 20th one!" she said.
"Can you imagine that? I mean, that's pretty scary. Black women haven't had their voices and their perspectives and their experiences reflected in the policies."
Over and over, she has stories of being among the only Black women at the table -- most prominently when she and others pushed Republican President George W. Bush to launch the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) to fight global HIV/AIDS. It's an effort that continues to this day.
Similarly, she was an early critic of the Hyde Amendment, which prohibits federal funds for abortion services with few exceptions in the cases of rape, incest or if the pregnancy endangers the life of the pregnant person. Lee views it as discriminatory against low-income women who rely on federal health care. Hers was a once rare position that has since gained wider support.
"I've been at tables all these years by myself, which meant I had to form allies and alliances to be effective," she said, "which I did."

    


She explains that as a Black woman, she brings a perspective that is often lost on others, going through life with "antennae" that sense what's going on "because of our history."
Lee's antennae were definitely picking up signals on the eve of Jan. 6, 2021, amid the chatter of far-right groups coming to Washington.
"I wore tennis shoes to work that day," she said.
When the mob of Trump supporters stormed the Capitol and she and other lawmakers were fumbling to put on their gas masks and evacuate the House chamber, she remembers how the House chaplain rose and started praying.
"I said: 'Oh, Lord. This is serious. We got to start praying, too," she said. Those sneakers "came in handy." 
But it was her vote two decades earlier, in the days after the attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, that would ever define Lee's legacy in Congress.

    


She agonized over the choice, and said she was as surprised as anyone at being the only vote against the resolution that authorized what she warned of: America's long war in Afghanistan and beyond.
The reaction was fierce and menacing, but also affirming of her conviction. Other Democratic lawmakers crossed to her side and she has since built a coalition, including with hard-right Republicans opposed to overseas military action.
"She's always dreamed big, she's always been bold, she's always had a strength of conviction -- and she's very strategic," said Rep. Ayanna Pressley, D-Mass., part of the "Squad" of progressive lawmakers first elected in 2018. "She's passionate, but not reactive, she's thoughtfully responsive."
The younger lawmakers often call Lee "O.G." 
Lee notes there are now several dozen Black women elected to the House -- an improvement but, she said, still not enough to catch up for the nation's 200-plus-year history.
She works with the organization Representation Matters to support women of color running for office, and did so this past election cycle. She backed Democrats Angela Alsobrooks of Maryland and Lisa Blunt Rochester of Delaware, who went on to make history as two Black women joining the Senate.
"I got to make sure other Black women don't have to go through what I've been through," she said.
Lee's next chapter is to be determined. She spent the final days of the congressional session pushing priorities out the door and finding the next generation of leaders to carry forward her unfinished business, including repealing the Hyde Amendment and the authorization for the use of military force.

"My mother told me that 'can't' is not in the dictionary," she said. "Shirley Chisholm encouraged me to shake things up, not to go along to get along."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/democrats-barbara-lee-war-powers-california-chisholm-929e870253f0fba22217de29e19da206



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Giuliani fights to save his Yankees World Series rings from $148 million defamation verdict

    Giuliani fights to save his Yankees World Series rings from $148 million defamation verdict

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE -- Former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani, wearing a New York Yankees championship ring, pulls his face mask down to speak to an aide during a press conference at the Women's Republican Club, Sept. 16, 2020, in New York. (AP Photo/Kathy Willens, File)
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            FILE -New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani, center, is flanked by his son, Andrew, right, and Caren Barbara, daughter of New York City Assistant Deputy Fire Chief Gerard A. Barbara, who was killed in the World Trade Center attack. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Ruth. Gehrig. DiMaggio. Mantle. Giuliani?
As Rudy Giuliani's life gets stripped for parts to satisfy a $148 million defamation verdict, the former New York City mayor is fighting to keep one gleaming set of sports memorabilia in the family: Yankees World Series rings bestowed to him by the team's late owner, George Steinbrenner.
A lifelong Bronx Bombers fan, Giuliani contends that the rings -- bejeweled behemoths commemorating the team's four championships in five years while he was mayor -- now belong to his son, Andrew, and shouldn't be given up.
In sworn testimony made public this week, ahead of a pair of key court dates, Giuliani described the 1996, 1998, 1999 and 2000 World Series rings as something of a family heirloom and Yankees good-luck charm. 
He recounted how he and Andrew would each put one on for "a special Yankee occasion," like the team's last World Series win in 2009.

    


Giuliani testified that when Steinbrenner gave him the rings in 2002, he insisted on paying for them and told the owner, "These are for Andrew." He said he then invited his son -- a teenager at the time -- to take one for himself while he held the others for safekeeping. 




Realizing he wasn't wearing them as much as the Yankees' fortunes ebbed, Giuliani testified, he decided to give the rest to Andrew at a birthday party in 2018. He estimated that the rings, the same as the players received, were worth about $27,000.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"They are now yours," Giuliani recalled saying. "These are your rings. I don't know what I'm keeping them for. They belong to you."
The ex-mayor took his swings at a Dec. 27 deposition, a week before the start of a courtroom doubleheader in a tug-of-war over assets sought by the two former Georgia election workers who sued him over his lies about them in the wake of President-elect Donald Trump's 2020 election loss. A transcript was posted to the court docket on Monday.

    


Up first is Giuliani's contempt hearing in Manhattan federal court Friday over what lawyers for the Georgia women say was his failure to turn over property in a timely fashion, such as his New York City apartment lease.
Then, on Jan. 16, Judge Lewis J. Liman will hold a trial to decide what happens not only to Giuliani's World Series rings but also his condominium in Palm Beach, Florida. Giuliani claims the condo, estimated to be worth more than $3 million, is his primary residence and should be exempt.
For Giuliani, once heralded as "America's Mayor" for his post-9/11 leadership, it's the legal equivalent of two strikes, two out in the bottom of the ninth.
Lawyers for the former election workers, mother and daughter Ruby Freeman and Wandrea "Shaye" Moss, argue that Giuliani has engaged in a "consistent pattern of willful defiance" of court orders to turn over items. 
In a Monday filing, lawyer Aaron Nathan said Giuliani's compliance has been spotty, noting that while he finally surrendered a Mercedes previous owned by actor Lauren Bacall, he failed to provide the vehicle's title.
After listing 26 watches in a bankruptcy filing, Giuliani now claims without explanation that 18 watches he turned over to Freeman and Moss are all he has, Nathan wrote. He added that Giuliani also claims not to know the whereabouts of a shirt signed by Joe DiMaggio or a photo signed by Reggie Jackson, both Yankees legends.

    


Freeman and Moss asked the judge in August to award them the World Series rings, but the judge demurred and scheduled a trial after Andrew Giuliani, now 38, said they belong to him.
Giuliani's eight hours of deposition testimony offered a vivid portrait of a still-proud, combative and downtrodden man who has lost almost everything and remains convinced that it has been unjustly taken.
Recalling his days as a two-term Republican mayor, he boasted that he "cured" homelessness in the city while acknowledging that he is now rejected by most clubs he would like to join, except for two.
Questioned by Nathan, he spoke at length about the rings, his ties to Trump and the Yankees, and his dismay over his once-beloved Big Apple's liberal politics -- a factor he said drove him to relocate to Florida and register to vote there last May.

    


"Frankly, I wanted my vote to count," Giuliani testified. 
Asked why it was important to him to cast a vote for president, Giuliani replied: "Because I am a very, very strong supporter of Donald Trump, which is the reason why you are doing all of this to me."
Before Trump, it was the Yankees. Giuliani, who saw them win 10 titles during his childhood and college years, regularly cheered the team as mayor, often sitting next to the dugout.
"I was a very ardent Yankee fan," he testified. "When I was the mayor, I was described as New York's No. 1 Yankee fan."
After the team triumphed in 1996 to snap a 15-year drought, Steinbrenner thought "New York's No. 1 Yankee fan" deserved a World Series ring -- but Giuliani wasn't having it.

    


"I didn't think it was appropriate that a mayor get a ring," Giuliani testified.
By the time he left office in 2002, the Yankees had three more championships.
At spring training that year in Tampa, Florida, Steinbrenner presented him with a plaque and three World Series rings, Giuliani testified, each engraved with his name.
"I was very touched and moved by that," he said.
The Yankees also gave him the 1996 ring that he turned down, he said. He recalled showing all four rings to his son and telling him: "These are going to be yours."
Each ring was bigger and more extravagant than the last, Giuliani testified, so much so that "you'd look crazy wearing it."

Giuliani lamented that his rings didn't bring the Yankees more success, noting their 2003 World Series loss to the Marlins and 2004 playoff collapse against the hated Red Sox.
"I stopped wearing them after the Yankees stopped winning because it was no longer working," he said. "And then I wasn't using them anymore."
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            President Jimmy Carter pauses during a speech to applaud the U.S. Olympic Committee's stand on the Moscow Olympics, Feb. 1, 1980, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Wilson, File)
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            A wide-angle lens captures the assembled members of Congress in the House Chamber for Carter's State of The Union address in Washington on Jan. 23, 1980. (AP Photo, File)
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            From left, Belgian representative to the International Olympic Committee (IOC), Prince Alexandre de Merode, President of the Belgian Olympic Committee Raoul Mollet, General Secretary of the U.S. Olympic Committee Col. F. Don Miller, and President of the West German Olympic Committee Willi Daume, are seen during a meeting of officials from 18 Western European Olympic committees to discuss a possible boycott of the MOscow Olympic games on March 22, 1980, in Brussels. (AP Photo/Pierre Thielemans, File)
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            F. Don Miller, executive director of the U.S. Olympic Committee, reads a resolution adopted by the U.S. Olympic Committee's House of Delegates to boycott the 1980 Summer Games in Moscow, in Colorado Springs, Colo., April 12, 1980. At left is Robert Kane, president of the U.S. Olympic Committee. (AP Photo/Ed Andrieski, File)
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            Anita DeFrantz, spokeswoman for the U.S. Olympic Committee's Athletes Advisory Council, flanked by Larry Hough, left, and Fred Newhouse right, answers questions from reporters outside the White House in Washington on April 4, 1980, after White House officials rejected a proposal that would have allowed American athletes to compete at the summer Olympic Games in Moscow. (AP Photo, File)
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            Passersby examine the new Olympic billboard reading, "Sport Serves Peace," erected after the United States announced it was boycotting the games in Moscow on April 23, 1980. (AP Photo/Yurchenko, File)
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            Flag and sign bearers march around Moscow's Lenin Stadium during closing ceremonies of the XXII Summer Olympic Games in Moscow, on Aug. 3, 1980. (AP Photo/File)
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                                        COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (AP) -- It was a decision that robbed hundreds of athletes of their once-in-a-lifetime chance at Olympic glory, and for more than four decades, it weighed heavily on the man who made it -- Jimmy Carter. 
Carter's passing Sunday has unearthed memories from his 1977-1981 presidency. Somewhere between his greatest foreign-policy success (the Camp David Accords between Israel and Egypt) and his greatest failure (the Iran hostage crisis) sits the U.S. boycott of the 1980 Olympics in Moscow.
It was Carter who called for that boycott -- a Cold War power play intended to express America's disdain for the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. In his 1980 State of the Union Address, Carter said the invasion "could pose the most serious threat to world peace since the second World War." 
The boycott garnered more than two-thirds support from the 2,400 members of the unwieldy U.S. Olympic Committee house of delegates, the governing body that made the official move to keep the athletes out of Moscow. In short time, that move came to be seen as the textbook example of the risks, confusion and low success rate of injecting politics into sports.

    


"We were not allowed to go for a not-so-clear reason," said Edwin Moses, the hurdling great who won 122 straight races between 1977 and 1987, which included the Olympic gold-medal contests in 1976 and 1984.




For decades, members of the 1980 U.S. Olympic team -- recognized as Olympians at home but not by the International Olympic Committee abroad -- told stories about opportunities missed and dreams unfulfilled because of the trip to Moscow they never took. Of the 474 athletes who had qualified for the team in 1980, 227 would not get another chance to compete in the Olympic Games. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Many athletes told stories of meeting Carter at a White House visit in the summer of 1980 that served as a tepid substitute. In Washington, the athletes received the highest honor civilians can receive from Congress: the Congressional gold medal. But those medals were only gold-plated bronze, not pure gold, and they weren't recorded in the Congressional record until a push was made nearly three decades later.

    


Swimmer Jesse Vassallo, a reigning world champion in multiple events at the time, told Swimming World Magazine about meeting Carter in the reception line. 
Carter "reached out to shake my hand and he said 'How would you have done in Moscow?'" Vassallo recalled. "And I said, 'I would have won two golds and a silver.' And he just gave me this (pained) look. He didn't ask anybody else that question." Wrestler Jeff Blatnick, a champion on the 1984 Olympic team, met Carter on an airplane years later. According to an essay written by the late USOC spokesman Mike Moran, Blatnick said: "He looks at me and says, 'Were you on the 1980 hockey team?' I say, 'No sir, I'm a wrestler, on the summer team.' He says, 'Oh, that was a bad decision, I'm sorry.'"
In his 2021 biography on the 39th President, Kai Bird writes that the boycott was a byproduct of a hard line Carter decided to take against the Soviets at the urging of his national security advisor, Zbigniew Brzezinski, who had been in a long-running struggle with the less-hawkish Secretary of State, Cyrus Vance, to influence Carter's thinking. "History would prove Vance correct; Brzezinski's 'Carter Doctrine' never amounted to much more than a cover for wasteful arms exports," Bird wrote. 

    


And Carter's boycott did nothing to deter the Soviets. They stayed in Afghanistan for another nine years, while further disrupting the Olympic movement and America's own turn as an Olympic host four years later. The Soviets and 13 other countries, mostly from the Eastern Bloc, boycotted the Los Angeles Olympics in 1984 in retaliation for what the Americans had done to Moscow four years earlier.

Forty-four years after Carter's fateful decision, the Olympics remain every bit as politicized and polarized as they were back then. And for the past several years, the world has grappled with Russia's place in international sports in the wake of another invasion -- this time, into neighboring Ukraine.
How that war is resolved will help define Russia's role when the Olympics come back to Los Angeles in 2028. 
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            One person died and seven others were injured Wednesday when a Tesla Cybertruck that appeared to be carrying fireworks caught fire and exploded outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel, authorities said. (AP Video shot by Ty Oneil)
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            Authorities say person died and seven more people were injured when a Tesla truck caught fire and exploded outside the lobby of President-elect Donald Trump's hotel in Las Vegas.
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            Police block the area after a vehicle caught fire and exploded outside the lobby of President-elect Donald Trump's hotel Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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    Update: The person who died in the explosion was an active-duty U.S. Army soldier, officials said.


    


LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Firework mortars and camp fuel canisters were found stuffed into the back of the Tesla Cybertruck that exploded outside President-elect Donald Trump's Las Vegas hotel early Wednesday, killing a suspect inside the vehicle and sparking an intense investigation into possible terrorism. 
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police and Clark County Fire Department officials said that a person died inside the futuristic-looking pickup truck and seven people nearby suffered minor injuries. 
By late Wednesday afternoon, authorities were still working to get the body out of the vehicle and start processing the evidence inside. President Joe Biden was briefed on the explosion. 
"Our number one goal is to ensure that we have the proper identification of the subject involved in this incident," said Jeremy Schwartz, acting special agent in charge for the FBI's Las Vegas office, "Following that, our second objective is to determine whether this was an act of terrorism or not."

    


Police Department Sheriff Kevin McMahill said authorities know who rented the truck with the Turo app in Colorado, but are not releasing the name until investigators determine if it is the same person who died.




McMahill said video captured at Telsa charging stations provided by CEO Elon Musk helped authorities track the vehicle's journey, arriving in Las Vegas about 7:30 AM. then driving about an hour later into the valet area of the Trump International Hotel, where it sat 15 to 20 seconds before the explosion occurred.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Video presented at an afternoon news conference showed a tumble of charred fireworks mortars, cannisters and other explosive devices crowded into the back of the pickup. The truck bed walls were still intact because the blast shot straight up rather than to the sides.
Musk said Wednesday afternoon on X that "we have now confirmed that the explosion was caused by very large fireworks and/or a bomb carried in the bed of the rented Cybertruck and is unrelated to the vehicle itself. All vehicle telemetry was positive at the time of the explosion."

    


In an earlier post on the platform Musk said that his entire senior term was investigating the explosion, adding, "We've never seen anything like this."
Musk has recently become a member of Trump's inner circle. Neither Trump nor Musk were in Las Vegas early Wednesday. Both had attended Trump's New Year's Eve party at Trump's estate in South Florida.
Musk spent an estimated $250 million during the presidential campaign to support the former president. He was at Trump's resort on election night and has been a frequent guest there. Trump has named Musk, the world's richest man, to co-lead a new effort to find ways to cut the government's size and spending.
"This is a Tesla truck, and we know that Elon Musk is working with President-elect Trump, and it's the Trump Tower," McMahill said when reporters asked about possible political connections. "So there's obviously things to be concerned about and it's something we continue to look at."
 The truck explosion came hours after a driver rammed a truck into a crowd in New Orleans' famed French Quarter early on New Year's Day, killing at least 15 people before being shot to death by police. That crash was being investigated as a terrorist attack and police believe the driver was not acting alone.

    


"We are absolutely investigating any connectivity to what happened in New Orleans as well as other attacks that have been occurring around the world," McMahill said. "We aren't ruling anything out."
In a statement, Turo said it was working with authorities.
"We do not believe that either renter involved in the Las Vegas and New Orleans attacks had a criminal background that would have identified them as a security threat," the statement said.
In Las Vegas, witness Ana Bruce, visiting from Brazil, said she heard three explosions.
"The first one where we saw the fire, the second one, I guess, was the battery or something like that, and the third was the big one that smoked the entire area and was the moment when everyone was told to evacuate and stay away," Bruce said.

    


Her travel companion, Alcides Antunes, showed video he took of flames lapping the sides of the silver-colored vehicle.
The 64-story hotel is just off the Las Vegas Strip and across the street from the Fashion Show Las Vegas shopping mall.
Eric Trump, a son of the president-elect and executive vice president of the Trump Organization, posted about the fire on the social media platform X. He praised the fire department and local law enforcement "for their swift response and professionalism."
___

Associated Press writers Colleen Long and Zeke Miller in Washington and Michelle L. Price in New York contributed to this report. Snow reported from Phoenix. 
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Fireworks explosion in Honolulu kills 3 people and injures at least 20
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            1 of 5 | 
            A view of the home where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)
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            2 of 5 | 
            Evelyn Paguirigan points to broken windows at her home across the street from where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people in Honolulu, on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)
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            3 of 5 | 
            Fireworks debris is seen outside the home where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            A woman sweeps debris from a driveway across the street from the home where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)
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            A woman walks in front of the home where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Fireworks explosion in Honolulu kills 3 people and injures at least 20

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            A view of the home where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 5

                                    
                                    A view of the home where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            Evelyn Paguirigan points to broken windows at her home across the street from where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people in Honolulu, on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5

                                    
                                    Evelyn Paguirigan points to broken windows at her home across the street from where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people in Honolulu, on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            Fireworks debris is seen outside the home where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5

                                    
                                    Fireworks debris is seen outside the home where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            A woman sweeps debris from a driveway across the street from the home where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5

                                    
                                    A woman sweeps debris from a driveway across the street from the home where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            A woman walks in front of the home where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5

                                    
                                    A woman walks in front of the home where a New Year's Eve fireworks explosion killed and injured people, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MEAD GRUVER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        Emergency crews arrived to a chaotic and gruesome scene in a Honolulu neighborhood after a large New Year's firework tipped over after being lit and ignited a fiery, shrapnel-studded blast that killed three people and injured more than 20 others, several of them critically.
Two women died at the scene and a third woman died at a hospital, authorities said Wednesday as they implored people to abandon their New Year's tradition of setting off fireworks across the city. Officials promised tougher penalties for illegal fireworks. 
Hawaii Gov. Josh Green graphically described the deaths in a news conference Wednesday to emphasize the potential danger of fireworks. "We're talking about the worst possible, war-zone injuries that took their lives."
Some of the more than 20 people taken to hospitals with severe burns and shrapnel wounds included children, said officials who had not yet publicly identified any victims including those killed.

    


Police were investigating whether charges for the person who lit the firework near midnight were warranted, Honolulu Police Chief Arthur Logan said.
The blast happened at a three-story home with a bottom-level carport. Piles of debris including bundles of blackened firework mortars could be seen in front of the house in Wednesday's daylight.




The explosion broke windows across the street. It happened when a lit bundle of aerial, mortar-style fireworks called a "cake" tipped over or fell off a table and fired sideways into crates containing additional fireworks, which then exploded.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The cake's rounds could be separated but had been lit as a bundle of 50, part of what officials said was tens of thousands of dollars' worth of fireworks at the home.
Ambulance crews arrived but had to triage -- separate and treat victims with the worst injuries first -- several houses away because of parked cars and crowds on the streets, Honolulu Emergency Services Department Director Dr. Jim Ireland said.

    


Some people nearby continued setting off fireworks even as blast victims were being taken to hospitals, officials said.
The neighborhood is near Honolulu's international airport and a joint U.S. Air Force and Navy base and a little more than 2 miles (3.22 kilometers) east of the U.S.S. Arizona Memorial, which honors sailors who died in the attack on Pearl Harbor that drew the U.S. into World War II.
"I've been in EMS over 30 years and this is probably one of the worst calls I've ever been on as far as the immense tragedy and amount of patients and severity of the injuries," Ireland said in an earlier news conference.
A fourth person was killed in a different fireworks explosion elsewhere on Oahu, officials said. At least four other serious injuries occurred in unrelated fireworks accidents overnight.
Social media posts overnight showed fireworks being set off across wide areas of Honolulu even though sparklers, fountains and aerial fireworks are illegal and a permit is required to set off firecrackers, according to the Honolulu Fire Department.
"We're angry, frustrated and deeply saddened at this unnecessary loss of life and suffering. It's a tragic way to start the new year," Mayor Rick Blangiardi said. "No one should have to endure such pain due to a reckless and illegal activity."

Green said he was looking into whether new penalties including a felony charge for possessing large fireworks are needed to curtail fireworks in Hawaii.
___
Gruver reported from Cheyenne, Wyoming. John Hanna contributed to this report from Topeka, Kansas.
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No. 6 Ohio State routs top-ranked Oregon 41-21 in the Rose Bowl, advances to CFP semifinals
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            1 of 21 | 
            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) holds a rose in his mouth as he poses with the trophy after the team won the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            2 of 21 | 
            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day, center, hugs a team member after the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            3 of 21 | 
            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day celebrates with the trophy alongside his team after winning the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            4 of 21 | 
            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day, left, and Oregon head coach Dan Lanning meet after the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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            5 of 21 | 
            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) reacts after a touchdown against Oregon during the second half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 21 | 
            Ohio State wide receiver Jeremiah Smith (4) catches a pass during the second half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            7 of 21 | 
            Ohio State defensive end Kenyatta Jackson Jr. (97) and safety Lathan Ransom (8) sack Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel (8) during the second half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            8 of 21 | 
            Ohio State linebacker Cody Simon (0) sacks Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel (8) during the second half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            9 of 21 | 
            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day, center, celebrates with his family after winning the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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            10 of 21 | 
            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) throws a rose into the crowd after the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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            11 of 21 | 
            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) passes under pressure by Oregon defensive lineman Derrick Harmon (55) and linebacker Jeffrey Bassa (2) during the second half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            12 of 21 | 
            Oregon running back Noah Whittington (6) runs against Ohio State safety Caleb Downs (2) during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 21 | 
            Ohio State wide receiver Jeremiah Smith (4) celebrates his touchdown against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            14 of 21 | 
            Ohio State running back TreVeyon Henderson (32) celebrates his touchdown with tight end Bennett Christian (85) during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            15 of 21 | 
            Ohio State defensive end Jack Sawyer (33) celebrates blocking a pass against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            16 of 21 | 
            Ohio State running back TreVeyon Henderson (32) runs for a touchdown against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            17 of 21 | 
            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) celebrates a touchdown against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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            18 of 21 | 
            Ohio State tight end Will Kacmarek, left, and wide receiver Jeremiah Smith (4) celebrate Smith's touchdown against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            19 of 21 | 
            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) celebrates his touchdown pass against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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            20 of 21 | 
            Ohio State wide receiver Jeremiah Smith (4) celebrates his touchdown against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            21 of 21 | 
            Ohio State wide receiver Emeka Egbuka (2) catches a touchdown pass as Oregon defensive back Brandon Johnson (3) defends during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 6 Ohio State routs top-ranked Oregon 41-21 in the Rose Bowl, advances to CFP semifinals

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 21 | 
            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) holds a rose in his mouth as he poses with the trophy after the team won the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 21

                                    
                                    Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) holds a rose in his mouth as he poses with the trophy after the team won the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 21 | 
            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day, center, hugs a team member after the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day celebrates with the trophy alongside his team after winning the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day, left, and Oregon head coach Dan Lanning meet after the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) reacts after a touchdown against Oregon during the second half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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            Ohio State wide receiver Jeremiah Smith (4) catches a pass during the second half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Ohio State defensive end Kenyatta Jackson Jr. (97) and safety Lathan Ransom (8) sack Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel (8) during the second half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 21

                                    
                                    Ohio State defensive end Kenyatta Jackson Jr. (97) and safety Lathan Ransom (8) sack Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel (8) during the second half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 21 | 
            Ohio State linebacker Cody Simon (0) sacks Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel (8) during the second half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day, center, celebrates with his family after winning the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) throws a rose into the crowd after the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) passes under pressure by Oregon defensive lineman Derrick Harmon (55) and linebacker Jeffrey Bassa (2) during the second half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Oregon running back Noah Whittington (6) runs against Ohio State safety Caleb Downs (2) during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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            Ohio State wide receiver Jeremiah Smith (4) celebrates his touchdown against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Ohio State running back TreVeyon Henderson (32) celebrates his touchdown with tight end Bennett Christian (85) during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Oregon, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Ohio State defensive end Jack Sawyer (33) celebrates blocking a pass against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Ohio State running back TreVeyon Henderson (32) runs for a touchdown against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            17 of 21 | 
            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) celebrates a touchdown against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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            18 of 21 | 
            Ohio State tight end Will Kacmarek, left, and wide receiver Jeremiah Smith (4) celebrate Smith's touchdown against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) celebrates his touchdown pass against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Kyusung Gong)
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            Ohio State wide receiver Jeremiah Smith (4) celebrates his touchdown against Oregon during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Ohio State wide receiver Emeka Egbuka (2) catches a touchdown pass as Oregon defensive back Brandon Johnson (3) defends during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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                                        PASADENA, Calif. (AP) -- Second chances don't come around often in life, Ohio State coach Ryan Day told his players in a team meeting before the Rose Bowl.
After a season in which they fell short at too many key moments, the Buckeyes all knew they had one of those second chances when they stepped onto this famous turf for another shot at the top-ranked, unbeaten Oregon Ducks.
Ohio State seized it with a vengeance.
Jeremiah Smith caught two of Will Howard's three long touchdown passes during a sensational 34-point first half, and the No. 6 Buckeyes roared into the College Football Playoff semifinals with a 41-21 victory in the 111th Rose Bowl on Wednesday night.
"You can see the potential of where we're at, when we play in all three phases the way we did," Day said.
Howard passed for 319 yards, Emeka Egbuka also caught a long TD pass and TreVeyon Henderson made a 66-yard touchdown run in a redemptive Rose Bowl for the Buckeyes (12-2, CFP No. 8 seed), who lost a 32-31 heartbreaker to the Ducks in Eugene in October. Ohio State then lost to archrival Michigan in humiliating fashion to conclude a regular season in which its performances didn't always measure up to its formidable talent.

    


The inaugural 12-team College Football Playoff created a way for the Buckeyes to erase their mistakes -- and from the opening minute in Pasadena, they took out every frustration on the outclassed Ducks.




"I think nobody has gone through more scrutiny than probably the team here," Egbuka said. "Five weeks ago, you know, people on the scene getting death threats, our head coach getting cussed out, people saying he should never come to Ohio again, all that type of stuff. And I'm sure by the end of (tonight), when you scroll Twitter, Instagram, everyone's going to be singing our praises. We just know what to say true to in our building."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facing the tournament's No. 1 seed in the Granddaddy of Them All, the Buckeyes scored on six of their first seven drives -- with four scoring plays longer than 40 yards -- to take a 34-0 lead late in the second quarter on the nation's only remaining unbeaten team.

    


Henderson's second TD run late in the third essentially put it away for Ohio State, which is headed to the Cotton Bowl on Jan. 10 to face No. 4 Texas for a berth in the national title game. The Longhorns barely advanced earlier Wednesday, holding off Arizona State 39-31 in a double-overtime Peach Bowl.
"I'm proud of the resilience of these guys," Day said. "Still got a lot of football ahead of us."
Smith, the Buckeyes' standout freshman playmaker, had a remarkable bowl debut with seven receptions for a season-high 187 yards -- including five catches for 161 yards in the first half alone, hauling in scoring passes of 45 and 43 yards. Egbuka compared Smith favorably to Jaxon Smith-Njigba, who had a record 347-yard, three-touchdown Rose Bowl performance three years ago.
"I would say legendary," Egbuka said. "I was able to witness Jaxon's game in the Rose Bowl and the pure dominant performance that that was, but even though (Smith's) stats might not reflect the exact same thing that Jaxon has, I don't think it was too far off in terms of dominance. He's a very special talent, and I'm so excited to keep watching him grow."

    


Dillon Gabriel passed for 299 yards and hit Traeshon Holden for two touchdowns for the Ducks (13-1, CFP No. 1 seed), whose dreams of their first national title were flattened on the famed Rose Bowl turf. Oregon's 14-game winning streak also ended.
"We really didn't have the ability to stop them, and we didn't have the ability to get something going for us on offense," Oregon coach Dan Lanning said. "We haven't faced a lot of moments like this all year. (Ohio State) is an unbelievable team."
Eleven days after routing Tennessee to open the Playoff, Ohio State dominated the Ducks. Along with the Buckeyes' offensive fireworks, the Ohio State defense that couldn't sack Gabriel in the teams' first meeting dropped the Heisman Trophy finalist eight times in the rematch.
The Big Ten champion Ducks failed to create any of the big plays that carried them to victory last time. Oregon also played without receiver Evan Stewart, who caught seven passes for 149 yards in the first meeting, but was ruled out of the Rose Bowl with a back injury.

    


"They brought the fight, and we got hit in the mouth," Oregon receiver Tez Johnson said. "They won the game from the first snap."
Following the usual pregame pageantry in Arroyo Seco's 70-degree sunshine, Ohio State needed just three plays and 49 seconds to strike first. Howard threw a short play-action screen pass to Smith, who motored through Oregon's secondary for a 45-yard score.
On the Buckeyes' third drive, Howard feathered an exceptional long pass over three Ducks to the sprinting Egbuka for a 42-yard TD. Howard finished the first quarter with a career-best 212 yards passing, surpassing his 160 yards against Tennessee.

    


Early in the second quarter, Smith got so open near the Ducks' goal line that he had two seconds to settle under Howard's long throw like an outfielder with a fly ball, scoring a 42-yard TD untouched.
When Henderson broke a 66-yard TD run down the Oregon sideline for a 31-0 lead, both sides of the Rose Bowl stands rippled with disbelief.
Oregon finally got moving on its final drive before halftime. Gabriel found Holden for a 5-yard TD pass at the gun to salvage something from its horrific half.
Takeaways
Ohio State: It was the Buckeyes' biggest margin of victory over a No. 1 team in school history. No doubt about it, they look like the best team still playing.
Oregon: Having 3 1/2 weeks off with their first-round bye proved to be dangerous. This disconcerting flop doesn't completely ruin a breakthrough Big Ten debut, but the season will always loom as a missed opportunity in Oregon history -- and a good argument for changing the CFP rules to introduce reseeding between rounds.
Up next
Ohio State: The Cotton Bowl will be a preview of both teams' 2025 season opener, with Texas visiting Ohio Stadium on Aug. 30.
Oregon: The 2025 season opener is at home against Montana State, which faces North Dakota State in the FCS title game Monday night.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Islamic State-inspired driver expressed desire to kill before deadly New Orleans rampage, Biden says
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            The FBI now says that the pickup truck driver responsible for a deadly rampage in New Orleans acted alone. Officials said Wednesday that they were seeking additional potential suspects in an attack being investigated as an act of terrorism. (AP video: Lekan Oyekanmi)
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            Authorities say a driver wrought carnage on New Orleans' famed French Quarter early on New Year's Day, killing at least 10 people as he rammed a pickup truck into a crowd before being shot to death by police. The FBI is investigating it as an act of terrorism. (AP Video: Stephen Smith)
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            A man whose friend was one of those killed in New Orleans' French Quarter early New Year's Day describes the chaos after a driver rammed into a crowd of revelers. (AP Video: Jack Brook)
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            Ten people were killed and 30 were injured when a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' famed Canal and Bourbon Street in the first hours of New Year's Day, according to NOLA Ready, the city's emergency preparedness agency.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 34 | 
            President Joe Biden says he's in touch with federal and state officials to get the "bare facts" after a driver rammed a truck into a crowd of people in New Orleans' French Quarter early New Year's Day, killing 10 and injuring dozens. Biden says his reaction is one of "anger and frustration."
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            The suspect who drove a vehicle at high speed into a crowd of revelers in New Orleans on New Year's Day was 'hell-bent on carnage,' killing at least ten people and injuring at least 30, law enforcement officials told the Associated Press on Wednesday.
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            A Michigan man celebrating New Year's Eve in New Orleans says he and his friends left the area about an hour before a driver plowed into a crowd. Ten people were killed and dozens were hurt in what the FBI is investigating as an act of terrorism. (AP Video: Stephen Smith)
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            Authorities say a man driving a pickup truck sped through a crowd of pedestrians in New Orleans' bustling French Quarter early on New Year's Day, killing at least 15 people and injuring about 30 others. President Joe Biden said New Orleans attacker posted video beforehand indicating he was inspired by Islamic State group on Wednesday.
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            9 of 34 | 
            Emergency service vehicles form a security barrier to keep other vehicles out of the French Quarter after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            10 of 34 | 
            FBI members examine the scene on Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            11 of 34 | 
            Edward Bruski, center, gets emotional at the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            12 of 34 | 
            Members of the FBI walk around Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            13 of 34 | 
            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            14 of 34 | 
            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Security personnel investigate the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            15 of 34 | 
            Security personnel gather at the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            16 of 34 | 
            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            17 of 34 | 
            A black flag with white lettering lies on the ground rolled up behind a pickup truck that a man drove into a crowd on Bourbon Street in New Orleans, killing and injuring a number of people, early Wednesday morning, Jan. 1, 2025. The FBI said they recovered an Islamic State group flag, which is black with white lettering, from the vehicle. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            18 of 34 | 
            Trevant Hayes, 20, sits in the French Quarter after the death of his friend, Nikyra Dedeaux, 18, after a pickup truck crashed into pedestrians on Bourbon Street followed by a shooting in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 34 | 
            Investigators work the scene after a person drove a vehicle into a crowd earlier on Canal and Bourbon Street in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            20 of 34 | 
            Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            21 of 34 | 
            The St. Louis Cathedral is seen on Orleans St is seen in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            22 of 34 | 
            Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            23 of 34 | 
            The scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            24 of 34 | 
            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            25 of 34 | 
            A police barricade near the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            26 of 34 | 
            A mounted police officer arrives on Canal Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd earlier in New Orleans, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Kevin McGill)
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            27 of 34 | 
            New Orleans mayor LaToya Cantrell makes a statement after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            28 of 34 | 
            Investigators work the scene after a person drove a vehicle into a crowd killing several, earlier on Canal and Bourbon Street in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            29 of 34 | 
            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Emergency personnel work the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            30 of 34 | 
            A New Orleans police officer searches the area near a crime scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on Canal and Bourbon Street earlier, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Jack Brook)
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            31 of 34 | 
            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            32 of 34 | 
            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            33 of 34 | 
            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            34 of 34 | 
            This undated passport photo provided by the FBI on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, shows Shamsud-Din Bahar Jabbar. (FBI via AP)
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        Islamic State-inspired driver expressed desire to kill before deadly New Orleans rampage, Biden says
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                                    The FBI now says that the pickup truck driver responsible for a deadly rampage in New Orleans acted alone. Officials said Wednesday that they were seeking additional potential suspects in an attack being investigated as an act of terrorism. (AP video: Lekan Oyekanmi)
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                                    Authorities say a driver wrought carnage on New Orleans' famed French Quarter early on New Year's Day, killing at least 10 people as he rammed a pickup truck into a crowd before being shot to death by police. The FBI is investigating it as an act of terrorism. (AP Video: Stephen Smith)
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                                    A man whose friend was one of those killed in New Orleans' French Quarter early New Year's Day describes the chaos after a driver rammed into a crowd of revelers. (AP Video: Jack Brook)
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                                    Ten people were killed and 30 were injured when a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' famed Canal and Bourbon Street in the first hours of New Year's Day, according to NOLA Ready, the city's emergency preparedness agency.
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                                    President Joe Biden says he's in touch with federal and state officials to get the "bare facts" after a driver rammed a truck into a crowd of people in New Orleans' French Quarter early New Year's Day, killing 10 and injuring dozens. Biden says his reaction is one of "anger and frustration."
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                                    The suspect who drove a vehicle at high speed into a crowd of revelers in New Orleans on New Year's Day was 'hell-bent on carnage,' killing at least ten people and injuring at least 30, law enforcement officials told the Associated Press on Wednesday.
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                                    A Michigan man celebrating New Year's Eve in New Orleans says he and his friends left the area about an hour before a driver plowed into a crowd. Ten people were killed and dozens were hurt in what the FBI is investigating as an act of terrorism. (AP Video: Stephen Smith)
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                                    Authorities say a man driving a pickup truck sped through a crowd of pedestrians in New Orleans' bustling French Quarter early on New Year's Day, killing at least 15 people and injuring about 30 others. President Joe Biden said New Orleans attacker posted video beforehand indicating he was inspired by Islamic State group on Wednesday.
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            Emergency service vehicles form a security barrier to keep other vehicles out of the French Quarter after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    Emergency service vehicles form a security barrier to keep other vehicles out of the French Quarter after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            10 of 34 | 
            FBI members examine the scene on Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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                                    FBI members examine the scene on Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            11 of 34 | 
            Edward Bruski, center, gets emotional at the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    Edward Bruski, center, gets emotional at the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            12 of 34 | 
            Members of the FBI walk around Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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                                    Members of the FBI walk around Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            13 of 34 | 
            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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                                    The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Security personnel investigate the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Security personnel investigate the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            15 of 34 | 
            Security personnel gather at the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    Security personnel gather at the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            17 of 34 | 
            A black flag with white lettering lies on the ground rolled up behind a pickup truck that a man drove into a crowd on Bourbon Street in New Orleans, killing and injuring a number of people, early Wednesday morning, Jan. 1, 2025. The FBI said they recovered an Islamic State group flag, which is black with white lettering, from the vehicle. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Trevant Hayes, 20, sits in the French Quarter after the death of his friend, Nikyra Dedeaux, 18, after a pickup truck crashed into pedestrians on Bourbon Street followed by a shooting in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Investigators work the scene after a person drove a vehicle into a crowd earlier on Canal and Bourbon Street in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            The St. Louis Cathedral is seen on Orleans St is seen in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            The scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A police barricade near the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A mounted police officer arrives on Canal Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd earlier in New Orleans, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Kevin McGill)
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            New Orleans mayor LaToya Cantrell makes a statement after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Investigators work the scene after a person drove a vehicle into a crowd killing several, earlier on Canal and Bourbon Street in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Emergency personnel work the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A New Orleans police officer searches the area near a crime scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on Canal and Bourbon Street earlier, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Jack Brook)
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            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            This undated passport photo provided by the FBI on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, shows Shamsud-Din Bahar Jabbar. (FBI via AP)
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    Live updates: At least 15 dead in New Orleans New Year's Day truck attack.


    


NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- A U.S. Army veteran driving a pickup truck that bore the flag of the Islamic State group wrought carnage on New Orleans' raucous New Year's celebration, killing 15 people as he steered around a police blockade and slammed into revelers before being shot dead by police.
The FBI said it was investigating the attack early Wednesday as a terrorist act and did not believe the driver acted alone. Investigators found guns and what appeared to be an improvised explosive device in the vehicle, along with other devices elsewhere in the city's famed French Quarter.
President Joe Biden said Wednesday evening that the FBI found videos that the driver had posted to social media hours before the attack in which he said he was inspired by the Islamic State group and expressed a desire to kill.
The rampage turned festive Bourbon Street into a macabre mayhem of maimed victims, bloodied bodies and pedestrians fleeing for safety inside nightclubs and restaurants. In addition to the dead, dozens of people were hurt. A college football playoff game at the nearby Superdome was postponed until Thursday.

    


Zion Parsons, 18, of Gulfport, Mississippi, said he saw the truck "barreling through, throwing people like in a movie scene, throwing people into the air."
"Bodies, bodies all up and down the street, everybody screaming and hollering," said Parsons, whose friend Nikyra Dedeaux was among the people killed.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This is not just an act of terrorism. This is evil," New Orleans Police Superintendent Anne Kirkpatrick said.
The driver "defeated" safety measures in place to protect pedestrians, Kirkpatrick said, and was "hell-bent on creating the carnage and the damage that he did."
The FBI identified the driver as Shamsud-Din Jabbar, 42, a U.S. citizen from Texas, and said it was working to determine any potential associations with terrorist organizations.

    


"We do not believe that Jabbar was solely responsible," FBI Assistant Special Agent in Charge Alethea Duncan said at a news conference.
Investigators found multiple improvised explosives, including two pipe bombs that were concealed within coolers and wired for remote detonation, according to a Louisiana State Police intelligence bulletin obtained by The Associated Press.
The bulletin, relying on preliminary information gathered soon after the attack, also cited surveillance footage that it said showed three men and a woman placing one of the devices, but federal officials did not immediately confirm that detail and it wasn't clear who they were or what connection they had to the attack, if any.
Jabbar drove a rented pickup truck onto a sidewalk, going around a police car that was positioned to block vehicular traffic, authorities said. A barrier system meant to prevent vehicle attacks was being repaired in preparation for the Super Bowl in February.
Jabbar was killed by police after he exited the truck and opened fire on responding officers, Kirkpatrick said. Three officers returned fire. Two were shot and are in stable condition.

    


Investigators recovered a handgun and AR-style rifle, according to a law enforcement official who was not authorized to discuss the investigation publicly and spoke on condition of anonymity.
There were also deadly explosions in Honolulu and outside a Las Vegas hotel owned by President-elect Donald Trump. Biden said the FBI was looking into whether the Las Vegas explosion was connected to the New Orleans attack but had "nothing to report" as of Wednesday evening.
A photo circulated among law enforcement officials showed a bearded Jabbar wearing camouflage next to the truck after he was killed. The intelligence bulletin obtained by the AP said he was wearing a ballistic vest and helmet. The flag of the Islamic State group was on the truck's trailer hitch, the FBI said.
"For those people who don't believe in objective evil, all you have to do is look at what happened in our city early this morning," U.S. Sen. John Kennedy, a Louisiana Republican, said. "If this doesn't trigger the gag reflex of every American, every fair-minded American, I'll be very surprised."

    


Jabbar joined the Army in 2007, serving on active duty in human resources and information technology and deploying to Afghanistan from 2009 to 2010, the service said. He transferred to the Army Reserve in 2015 and left in 2020 with the rank of staff sergeant.
Hours after the attack, several coroner's office vans were parked on the corner of Bourbon and Canal streets, cordoned off by police tape with crowds of dazed tourists standing around, some trying to navigate their luggage through the labyrinth of blockades.
Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry urged people to avoid the area, which remained an active crime scene.
"We looked out our front door and saw caution tape and dead silence and it's eerie," said Tessa Cundiff, an Indiana native who moved to the French Quarter a few years ago. "This is not what we fell in love with, it's sad."

    


Nearby, life went on as normal in the city known to some for a motto that translates to "let the good times roll." At a cafe a block from where the truck came to rest, people crowded in for breakfast as upbeat pop music played. Two blocks away, people drank at a bar, seemingly as if nothing happened.
Biden, speaking from the presidential retreat at Camp David, called the attack a "despicable" and "heinous act." Addressing the victims and the people of New Orleans, he said: "I want you to know I grieve with you. Our nation grieves with you as you mourn and as you heal."
"My heart goes out to the victims and their families who were simply trying to celebrate the holiday," Biden said in an earlier written statement. "There is no justification for violence of any kind, and we will not tolerate any attack on any of our nation's communities."
The attack is the latest example of a vehicle being used as a weapon to carry out mass violence and the deadliest IS-inspired assault on U.S. soil in years. 
FBI officials have repeatedly warned about an elevated international terrorism threat due to the Israel-Hamas war. In the last year, the agency has disrupted other potential attacks, including in October when it arrested an Afghan man in Oklahoma for an alleged Election Day plot targeting large crowds.
___

Tucker reported from Washington, D.C. and Mustian reported from Black Mountain, North Carolina. Associated Press reporters Stephen Smith, Chevel Johnson and Brett Martel in New Orleans; Jeff Martin in Atlanta; Alanna Durkin Richer, Tara Copp and Zeke Miller in Washington, D.C.; Darlene Superville in New Castle, Delaware; Colleen Long in West Palm Beach, Florida; and Michael R. Sisak in New York contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/new-orleans-car-bourbon-street-63a1b43d615af365cb8ba6f5f0583eca
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            Authorities say a driver wrought carnage on New Orleans' famed French Quarter early on New Year's Day, killing at least 10 people as he rammed a pickup truck into a crowd before being shot to death by police. The FBI is investigating it as an act of terrorism. (AP Video: Stephen Smith)
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            An aerial overall exterior general view of Caesars Superdome, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Tyler Kaufman)
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            Georgia head coach Kirby Smart speaks to reporters with Notre Dame head coach Marcus Freeman, background, in New Orleans, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. Georgia will face Notre Dame in the Sugar Bowl NCAA college football CFP quarterfinal game on Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A mounted police officer arrives on Canal Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd earlier in New Orleans, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Kevin McGill)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Emergency personnel work the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            The St. Louis Cathedral is seen on Orleans St is seen in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Superintendent of Police for the New Orleans Police Department Anne Kirkpatrick makes a statement after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            From left, US Rep. Troy Carter addresses media as Gov. Jeff Landry,center and mayor LaToya Cantrell listen in New Orleans on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Kevin McGill)
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            An aerial overall exterior general view of Caesars Superdome, Sunday, Dec. 15, 2024, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Tyler Kaufman)
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            Georgia head coach Kirby Smart speaks to reporters with Notre Dame head coach Marcus Freeman, background, in New Orleans, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. Georgia will face Notre Dame in the Sugar Bowl NCAA college football CFP quarterfinal game on Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A mounted police officer arrives on Canal Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd earlier in New Orleans, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Kevin McGill)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Emergency personnel work the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            The St. Louis Cathedral is seen on Orleans St is seen in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Superintendent of Police for the New Orleans Police Department Anne Kirkpatrick makes a statement after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            From left, US Rep. Troy Carter addresses media as Gov. Jeff Landry,center and mayor LaToya Cantrell listen in New Orleans on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Kevin McGill)
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    Live updates: At least 15 dead in New Orleans New Year's Day truck attack.


    


NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- The College Football Playoff quarterfinal at the Sugar Bowl between Georgia and Notre Dame was postponed a day because of an attack about a mile away from the Superdome early Wednesday, when authorities say a truck driver deliberately plowed into a New Year's crowd and killed 15 people.
The game, originally scheduled for 7:45 p.m. CST at the 70,000-seat Superdome on Wednesday, was pushed back to 3 p.m. Thursday. The winner advances to the Jan. 9 Orange Bowl against Penn State.
"Public safety is paramount," Sugar Bowl CEO Jeff Hundley said at a media briefing alongside federal, state and local officials, including Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry and New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell. "All parties all agree that it's in the best interest of everybody and public safety that we postpone the game."
The casualties occurred when a driver rammed a pickup truck into a crowd of revelers in New Orleans' famed French Quarter early on New Year's Day. In addition to those killed, more than 30 people were injured. The driver was killed in a firefight with police following the attack at about 3:15 a.m. along Bourbon Street near Canal Street, the FBI said.

    


The decision to postpone the game meant numerous traveling fans with tickets would not be able to attend. Ticket prices online plummeted in some cases to less than $25 as fans with plans to depart on Thursday tried to unload them.




"We can't get new flights," said Lisa Borrelli, a 34-year-old Philadelphia resident who came to New Orleans with her fiance, a 2011 Notre Dame graduate.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Postponing the game "was absolutely the right call," she said. "I completely understand."
She said they paid more than $250 per ticket and hadn't bothered listing them for resale yet because prices were so low.
"Of course we're disappointed to miss it and to lose so much money on it, but at the end of the day it doesn't matter," Borrelli said. "We're fortunate enough that we'll be fine."

    


U.S. Rep. Troy Carter, D-La., said the decision to postpone the game "was not done lightly."
"It was done with one single thing in mind: public safety -- making sure that the citizens and visitors of this great city, not only for this event, but for every event you come to in Louisiana, that you will be safe," Carter added.
Landry said he had a message for those thinking, "Man, do I really want to go to the Sugar Bowl tomorrow?"
"I tell you one thing: Your governor's going to be there," Landry said. "That is proof, believe you me, that that facility and this city is safer today than it was yesterday."
Darrell Huckaby, 72, of Athens, Georgia, also decided to return home Thursday instead of staying for the game. He was in a hotel room overlooking the corner where the attack took place. He was asleep when it occurred, but when he woke up, he could see pink blankets covering the bodies of the dead, and later saw them being placed in bags and loaded onto trucks bound for the Orleans Parish Coroner's office.
"It was heartbreaking," he said. "I think the first instinct of most people this morning was wanting to be home. As important as football is to our Georgia culture, for a little while, the game just didn't really seem to matter.

    


"And I think there was a lot of uncertainty, and I understand," Huckaby said. "It took them a long time to decide on the game time and people kind of had to make decisions without all the information."
He added that he would "probably eat" the $360 per ticket he paid.
Hundley said work was underway to "set up a safe and efficient and fun environment" at and around the Superdome on Thursday.
The Superdome was on lockdown for security sweeps on Wednesday morning.
Both teams spent most of the day in their hotels, holding meetings in ballrooms.
Georgia's players bused to the Superdome for a walk-through practice on Wednesday evening. As they made their way to buses on Canal Street, fans in red and black stood eight to 10 deep behind barricades, cheering them on, phones held high above their heads to capture the scene.
Around that time, at a hotel on the banks of the Mississippi River, Notre Dame players gathered with family members in a ballroom where the Rose Bowl quarterfinal between Ohio State and Oregon was being shown on television.

    


Notre Dame offered band members the option of flying home on Thursday instead of attending the game, and some chose to do so.
Georgia president Jere Morehead said the university confirmed that a student was among those critically injured. Morehead said the university was in contact with the student's family.
Statements from the University of Georgia Athletic Association and from Notre Dame said both schools had accounted for all team personnel and members of official travel parties.
New Orleans City Council President Helena Moreno told WDSU-TV earlier Wednesday, before the postponement was announced, that the security perimeter around the Superdome was being "extended to be a larger zone."

    


"There are more police officers who are coming in," she said.
The Superdome, which is about 20 blocks away, also is scheduled to host the Super Bowl on Feb. 9.
The first Super Bowl after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, also was held in New Orleans, and there was a massive security perimeter for that game including street closures surrounding the Superdome and officers -- including snipers -- on the tops of surrounding high-rise buildings, as well as on the roof of the dome itself.
"We are deeply saddened by the news of the devastating incident in New Orleans," the NFL said in a statement.
"The NFL and the local host committee have been working collaboratively with local, state and federal agencies the past two years and have developed comprehensive security plans," the statement continued. "We are confident attendees will have a safe and enjoyable Super Bowl experience."
___
AP Pro Football Writer Rob Maaddi in Clearwater, Florida, and AP Sports Writer Paul Newberry in Atlanta contributed to this report. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Texas defensive back Michael Taaffe (16) hits Arizona State running back Cam Skattebo (4) during the second half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Arizona State running back Cam Skattebo (4) runs into Texas defensive back Andrew Mukuba (4) during the second half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Texas; Bert Auburn (45) misses a field goal in the closing seconds during of regulation in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game against Arizona State, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Arizona State defensive lineman Clayton Smith (10) celebrates the missed field goal attempt by Texas during the second half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Arizona State linebacker Zyrus Fiaseu (30) and Montana Warren (9) celebrate a missed field goal by Texas during the second half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Arizona State running back Cam Skattebo (4) runs into the end zone for a touchdown against Texas during the second half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Arizona State running back Cam Skattebo (4) celebrates his touchdown against Texas with Arizona State quarterback Sam Leavitt during the second half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Texas head coach Steve Sarkisian celebrates victory after a quarterfinals College Football Playoff game against Arizona State, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. Texas won 39-31 in two overtime periods. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Texas players celebrate victory after a quarterfinals College Football Playoff game against Arizona State, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. Texas won 39-31 in two overtime periods. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Texas tight end Gunnar Helm (85) runs into the end zone against Arizona State during overtime in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. Texas won 39-31 in two overtime periods. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Arizona State running back Cam Skattebo (4) makes the catch against Texas defensive back Michael Taaffe (16) during the second half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. Texas won 39-31 in two overtime periods. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Texas linebacker Morice Blackwell Jr. (37) celebrates victory after a quarterfinals College Football Playoff game against Arizona State, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. Texas won 39-31 in two overtime periods. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Arizona State linebacker Zyrus Fiaseu (30) and Montana Warren (9) celebrate a missed field goal by Texas during the second half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Arizona State running back Cam Skattebo (4) runs into the end zone for a touchdown against Texas during the second half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Arizona State running back Cam Skattebo (4) celebrates his touchdown against Texas with Arizona State quarterback Sam Leavitt during the second half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Texas players celebrate victory after a quarterfinals College Football Playoff game against Arizona State, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. Texas won 39-31 in two overtime periods. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Texas tight end Gunnar Helm (85) runs into the end zone against Arizona State during overtime in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. Texas won 39-31 in two overtime periods. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Arizona State running back Cam Skattebo (4) makes the catch against Texas defensive back Michael Taaffe (16) during the second half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. Texas won 39-31 in two overtime periods. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Texas linebacker Morice Blackwell Jr. (37) celebrates victory after a quarterfinals College Football Playoff game against Arizona State, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. Texas won 39-31 in two overtime periods. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- With Arizona State one play away from pulling off a comeback for the ages in the College Football Playoff, Quinn Ewers delivered a throw to Matthew Golden that saved the season for Texas.
Then it was left to Andrew Mukuba to finish off Cam Skattebo and the gritty Sun Devils.
If the Longhorns go on to win the national championship, they'll long remember how they kept their hopes alive in this Peach Bowl quarterfinal classic.
Ewers passed 28 yards to Golden for a touchdown on fourth-and-13 to force a second overtime, and Mukuba's interception clinched a 39-31 victory after Texas squandered a 16-point lead in the fourth quarter and missed two field goal attempts that could've won it in regulation.
"The one thing that I know about our group is when our backs are against the wall and when our best is needed, our best shows up time and time again," coach Steve Sarkisian said. "The resiliency that these guys showed today was something that as a coach makes you really proud."

    


Skattebo put No. 10 Arizona State ahead for the first time all day with a 3-yard touchdown run to start overtime against No. 4 Texas, the capper on a brilliant performance that wasn't quite enough to knock off the Longhorns.




The Sun Devils -- a two-touchdown underdog, according to BetMGM Sportsbook -- had the game in their grasp before Ewers spotted Golden breaking free behind two defenders to haul in the tying score.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"That's just a testament to how mature this team is and just taking advantage of every single opportunity that we have," Ewers said.
After moving to the opposite end of Mercedes-Benz Stadium, Ewers threw a 25-yard touchdown pass to Gunnar Helm on the very next play, followed by a 2-point conversion pass to Golden.
The Longhorns (13-2) finally put Arizona State (11-3) away when Mukuba picked off Sam Leavitt's pass at the 3 to end the game.

    


"We gave everything we had," Skattebo said. "We never stopped."
After a bunch of lopsided results through the first five games of the expanded 12-team playoff, the format finally produced the sort of thrilling game that supporters envisioned. 
It sends Texas back to its home state for a Cotton Bowl semifinal against No. 6 Ohio State, which routed No. 1 Oregon 41-21 in the Rose Bowl.
Despite being dominated on the stat sheet most of the game, the Longhorns had a seemingly comfortable 24-8 lead after scoring two early touchdowns and getting a 5-yard scoring run from Ewers with just over 10 minutes remaining.
But Skattebo and the Sun Devils were just getting warmed up.
The running back who calls himself the best in the nation, Skattebo backed up his bravado by displaying every facet of his all-around game.
First, he took a pitch on fourth-and-2 and heaved a 42-yard touchdown pass to Malik McClain that gave the Sun Devils a chance when they made the 2-point conversion.
Then, Skattebo broke loose down the sideline and hauled in a 62-yard throw from Leavitt -- getting his helmet ripped off at the end of the play, which seemed like the only way to bring him down.

    


That set up a 2-yard touchdown run by the bowling ball of a back, and it was only appropriate that Skattebo also powered in for the 2-point conversion that tied the game at 24 with 5 minutes remaining.
Texas had a pair of chances to win in regulation, but Bert Auburn was wide right on a 48-yard field goal attempt and clanked one off the left upright from 38 yards away as time expired.
"We weren't at our best and it felt like an NCAA March Madness basketball game with the swings of emotions and things," Sarkisian said. "I'm just proud of these guys because not every game is going to be pretty and not every game is just going to go exactly how you want it to go."
In the final minute of the third quarter, Texas led 17-8 even though Arizona State had a commanding 303-128 lead in total yards and had held the ball nearly three times longer than the Longhorns, 32:49 to 11:30.
Arizona State finished with 510 yards to 375 for the Longhorns.
Despite vomiting on the sideline before the start of the fourth quarter, Skattebo rushed for 143 yards, made eight catches for another 99 yards and, of course, had that one big completion.

    


It wasn't quite enough.
Ewers threw for 322 yards, with Golden making seven receptions for 149 yards.
Early fireworks
After Arizona State drove for a field goal on the opening possession, Texas needed only two plays to claim the lead.
Ewers hooked up with Golden on a 54-yard play, then went to DeAndre Moore Jr. for a 23-yard scoring pass.
Both times, the Longhorns went after Montana Warren, starting in place of Shamari Simmons with the Sun Devils star forced to sit out the first half after being penalized for targeting in the Big 12 championship game.
Arizona State then went three-and-out and Silas Bolden returned the punt 75 yards for another Texas touchdown. Having taken just two snaps, the Longhorns had a 14-3 lead.
But any thoughts of another CFP blowout faded as Texas struggled to finish off the Sun Devils, one of the nation's most surprising teams after going 3-9 a year ago and remaining largely unnoticed until late this season.

    


The takeaway
Texas: It wasn't pretty, but Sarkisian was correct to give the Longhorns points for resiliency. This also provides the coaching staff with plenty of teaching tools, because it's hard to see Texas winning two more games -- and a national championship -- without significant improvement.
Arizona State: The Sun Devils will regret all the chances they squandered before the fourth quarter. Three times, they were stopped on fourth down in Texas territory. The Longhorns also blocked a 36-yard field goal attempt just before the end of the first half. But this was a performance that is sure to boost ASU's profile nationwide and give coach Kenny Dillingham's program a sense that it does belong among the nation's elite.
Up next
Texas: The Longhorns will face Ohio State for the first time since the 2009 Fiesta Bowl, when Texas prevailed 24-21. The Cotton Bowl on Jan. 10 will make the fourth meeting overall between the powerhouse programs, with Texas holding a 2-1 lead in the series.
Arizona State: Will look to build on its remarkable turnaround, beginning with the 2025 season opener hosting Northern Arizona on Aug. 30.
___
This story has been corrected. A previous version misspelled the last name of Texas' Gunnar Helm.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        Her greatest fear, dormant for decades, came rushing back in an instant: had she adopted and raised a kidnapped child? 

Peg Reif's daughter, adopted from South Korea in the 1980s, had sent her a link to a documentary detailing how the system that made their family was rife with fraud: documents falsified, babies switched, children snatched off the street and sent abroad.

Reif wept.

She was among more than 120 who contacted The Associated Press this fall, after a series of stories and a documentary made with Frontline exposed how Korea created a baby pipeline, designed to ship children abroad as quickly as possible to meet Western demand. The reporting shook adoption communities around the world with details about how agencies competed for babies -- pressuring mothers, bribing hospitals, fabricating documents. Most who wrote were adoptees, but some were adoptive parents like Reif, horrified to learn they had supported this system.

"I can't stand the thought that somebody lost their child," Reif said. "I can't stop thinking about it. I don't know how to make it right. I don't know if I can."

Forty years ago, she was struggling with infertility. She and her husband pinned their dreams for a family on adopting a baby from Mexico, paid an agency thousands of dollars and waited for months. Then the agency's directors were arrested, and they learned that those Mexican babies had been taken from their families against their will. Reif was heartbroken, but recalls even now looking at her husband and saying: "thank God we don't have a child who was stolen." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

But now she isn't sure of that. Because then they adopted two Korean children, and brought them to their home in rural Wisconsin, first a son and then a daughter. The two were not biological siblings, but both arrived with strangely similar stories in their files: their young unmarried mothers worked in factories with fathers who disappeared after they got pregnant.

Back then, Reif still believed the common narrative about foreign adoption: it saved children who might otherwise live the rest of their lives in an orphanage, die or be damned to poverty.

"I don't believe that anymore," Reif said. "I don't know what to believe."

    
    More from this series
An investigation led by The Associated Press and documented by Frontline (PBS) reported dubious child-gathering practices and fraudulent paperwork involving South Korea's foreign adoption program, which peaked in the 1970s and `80s amid huge Western demands for babies.

	South Korea's adoption system sent 200,000 children to families in the United States, Europe and Australia. Many who have searched for their roots discovered that their adoption paperwork was inaccurate or fabricated. 
	Western governments turned a blind eye to rampant fraud and sometimes pressured the South Korean government to keep the kids coming. Now many adoptees believe they were stolen.
	Adoptees endure emotional, sometimes devastating searches for their birth families. The AP investigation found that children were systemically listed as abandoned, even though researchers have found that the vast majority had known relatives.
	The U.S. has brought hundreds of thousands of children from abroad, not just South Korea, to be adopted by American families. But many adoptees were left without citizenship and at risk of deportation because of loopholes in American law.
	Readers shared their stories with the AP. 



    



Cameron Lee Small, a therapist in Minneapolis whose practice caters to adoptees and their families, said many are feeling an intense sense of betrayal. Individual adoptees had long shared stories of falsified identities. But the revelations this year pointed to systemwide practices that routinely changed babies' origin stories to process adoptions quickly, including listing them as "abandoned" even when they had known parents.

Small, who was also adopted from Korea in the 1980s, summarized what he's been hearing from adoptees: "I'm kind of back to nothing. What do I believe now? Who can I believe?"

    



Reif's daughter, Jenn Hamilton, spent her life thinking she was unwanted, often quipping: "that's what happens when you're found in a dumpster as a baby."

It has taken a toll on her all her life: She's been happily married for 9 years, she said, but she has this insatiable insecurity: "I constantly find myself asking my husband, 'are you mad at me? Did I do something wrong?' Do you want to leave me?'"

She has no idea anymore if abandonment was ever really her story, with revelations of abuses so systemic that even the Korean government likened it to "trafficking."

"You can't make that many mistakes. It has to be intentional. It was this huge tree of deception," she said. "I feel disgusted."

Holt International, the US-based agency that pioneered adoptions from Korea, did not respond to repeated requests for comment for this story.

Reform is sweeping across Europe -- countries have launched investigations, halted foreign adoptions and apologized to adoptees for failing to protect them. But the United States, which has taken in the most adopted children by far, has not done a review of its own history or culpability.

The U.S. State Department told AP this summer that it would work with its historian to piece together its history, and detailed initial findings that some documents might have been falsified. But it said there was no evidence that U.S. officials were aware of it. The State Department has since said that it has "been unable to identify any records that could provide insight into the U.S. government role in adoptions from South Korea in the 1970s and 1980s." 

Korea's National Police Agency confirmed an increase in adoptees registering their DNA for family searches -- both at domestic police stations and diplomatic offices across North America and Europe -- in the weeks following the release of the AP stories and documentary in September. More than 120 adoptees registered their DNA in October and November, compared to an average of less than 30 a month from January to August.

    



Korea's government has maintained that adoptions were a necessary tool to care for needy children, including babies of unwed mothers or other children deemed as abandoned. However, Korea's Ministry of Health and Welfare acknowledged to AP that the adoption boom in the 1970s and 80s was possibly fueled by a desire to reduce welfare costs.

Korea's Truth and Reconciliation Commission has been investigating government accountability over foreign adoption problems since 2022, prompted by complaints filed by hundreds of adoptees, and is expected to release an interim report in February. The Commission has posted the AP stories on its website.

A law passed in 2023 mandates that all adoption records be transferred from private agencies to a government department called the National Center for the Rights of the Child by July, to centralize the handling of family search requests. The center has confirmed that private agencies hold about 170,000 adoption files, but director Chung Ick-Joong doubts it will acquire a space to store and manage all these records in time, due to financial constraints and other challenges. The agency expects family search requests to increase dramatically - "possibly by 10-fold," according to Chung -- yet has funding to add only five staff members to its team of six searchers.

Chung acknowledged that flaws in adoption laws had persisted for decades, and Korea only required adoptions to go through courts and birth records to be preserved after 2012.

"It's difficult to determine who was responsible for the inaccuracies in records before then," he said. "The adoption agency might have been at fault, the biological parents may have lied, or something might have gone wrong at the orphanage.....no one truly knows what the truth is."

    



Korean adoption agencies have mostly declined AP's requests for comment in recent months, often citing privacy concerns.

Advocates insist that most adoptive families thrive, with both the parents and children happily living their lives without questioning the industry as Reif and Hamilton have.

Hamilton grew up in a rural, almost exclusively white community in Wisconsin, and back then all she wanted was to be accepted. But having children of her own changed that. When her first child was born, she looked at him, and it took her breath away.

"It can't explain it, like this is the first person I know in my life that I'm biologically related to," she said.

She wanted to learn her own history, so her children could know theirs. She wrote a letter to her adoption agency, which within weeks connected her with a woman they said was her mother. It was emotional, shocking.

But soon she felt like she had more questions than answers. The woman's name didn't match the one listed on paperwork, and the name she gave for the father was also different. Birthdates didn't match, the birthplace didn't either. They had not met in a factory, she said, they had been pen pals.

Hamilton asked the woman to take a DNA test, but she said she didn't know how to access one. Hamilton came to believe this woman was not her birth mother.

The AP's reporting found numerous cases where agencies connected adoptees with supposed birth families, only for them to later discover after emotional meetings that they weren't related at all.

Hamilton has been trying to untangle the DNA results on her father's side, contacting people distantly related, cousins once removed, half great aunts.

"It becomes an obsession," Hamilton said. "It's like a puzzle that you start, and you have to find the missing pieces."

Lynelle Long, the founder of InterCountry Adoptee Voices, the largest organization of adoptees in the world, said governments at the very least need to legally mandate that agencies provide adoptees with their full and unredacted documents, without the payment now often required.

    



Long said parents like Reif have an important role, because in Western countries, laws always favored the desires of adoptive parents -- designed to make adoptions quicker and easier. Many clung to the narrative that they saved needy orphans who should be grateful, she said, especially in the U.S., where the reckoning rocking Europe has not taken hold.

"We really need adoptive parents in the United States, if they have any inkling of guilt or shame or loss, to step up, take responsibility and demand that legislation be put in place to criminalize these practices and prevent it from ever happening again," Long said. 

Hamilton is close to her parents; she just renovated the basement to accommodate their visits. She's sad for herself, she said, but she's sadder for her mother, who is desperate to learn if her children actually had parents somewhere, searching for them.

"And I'm like, 'why, so you can send us back?" Hamilton said. "I don't want to be a victim."

She said she's glad she was adopted, and does not long for that different, alternative life in Korea.

Reif loves her children profoundly, she said. But she doesn't think she would adopt from abroad again, if she'd known then what she knows now.

    




"I'd rather be childless than think I have somebody else's child that didn't want to give them up," she said. "I think of somebody taking my child. Those poor families, I just can't imagine it."

___

This story has been updated to correct that Long said governments should mandate agencies provide adoptees with unredacted documents.
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            Authorities say a driver wrought carnage on New Orleans' famed French Quarter early on New Year's Day, killing at least 10 people as he rammed a pickup truck into a crowd before being shot to death by police. The FBI is investigating it as an act of terrorism. (AP Video: Stephen Smith)
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            Emergency service vehicles form a security barrier to keep other vehicles out of the French Quarter after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A black flag with white lettering lies on the ground rolled up behind a pickup truck that a man drove into a crowd on Bourbon Street in New Orleans, killing and injuring a number of people, early Wednesday morning, Jan. 1, 2025. The FBI said they recovered an Islamic State group flag, which is black with white lettering, from the vehicle. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Emergency personnel work the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Seven years ago, New Orleans officials began installing adjustable barriers at intersections in the famed French Quarter to temporarily prevent vehicles from entering the tourist area where the narrow streets are typically teeming with pedestrians every night. 
But the steel columns known as bollards were in the process of being replaced and were not engaged early on New Year's Day when a motorist rammed a pickup truck through a crowd of revelers, killing at least 15 people. 
The project to remove and replace the bollards along about eight blocks of bustling Bourbon Street, from St. Ann Street to Canal Street, began Nov. 18, city records show. Temporary asphalt patches were installed in the spots where the steel columns were removed, according to the documents. 
City officials have not confirmed whether the intersection the truck sped through was actively under construction or said if the replacement project created a vulnerability.

    


Some of the old bollards had "proved unreliable and have been non-operational," the city said in a statement Wednesday afternoon. "In the interim, white gate barriers have been used in these areas, managed by the New Orleans Police Department (NOPD) to secure the street and regulate vehicle access for safety purposes."




One day before New Year's Eve, New Orleans officials issued a traffic advisory about its vehicle barrier replacement project, stating that crews would work until 2 p.m. on Monday and try to "minimize road closures as much as possible to reduce impacts" during the celebration. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Currently, Bourbon Street is fully open from Canal Street to Toulouse Street," the city said in its Dec. 30 advisory.
The intersection of Bourbon and Canal is where the pickup swerved around a police blockade and rammed into the mass of people. The driver was shot to death by police and the FBI is investigating the incident as an act of terrorism, authorities said.

    


As vehicle attacks have increased in recent decades, cities around the world have installed bollards in pedestrian-heavy areas. New York City has put up similar retractable steel columns around Times Square, City Hall and Wall Street. They are also a common sight in other large cities such as London, Paris and Tokyo. 
There have been proposals over the years to turn much of Bourbon Street into a pedestrian plaza managed by a team focused on making it safe, Louisiana Lt. Gov. Billy Nungesser said Wednesday. He told The Associated Press that it's important to examine every aspect of safety following the New Year's Day carnage.
"You can't prevent something like this when someone wants to kill people," Nungesser said, "but I'm hoping we take a hard look at what we do because there will be another one, whether it's in New Orleans or elsewhere."
Addressing the removal of the bollards, Nungesser said, "How does that happen for a major event?"
Initially installed beginning in Dec. 2017 as part of a $40 million safety plan, the New Orleans' bollards system consisted of four sets of barriers placed at either side of Bourbon Street intersections. The inner two columns can be pushed back when unlocked by a ground-level control panel, allowing for a roughly 13-foot (4-meter) berth for vehicles to navigate through, NOLA.com reported when construction began. 

    


Aaron Miller, director of the city's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness, said at the time that the bollards would go up nightly in keeping with city rules that close off stretches of the popular French Quarter boulevard exclusively to pedestrians. Otherwise, they would only be used to block intersections either by a city ordinance or during special events, he said.
The barriers were "designed to mitigate against what we believe the risk is for pedestrians" in a part of the city he said was "an iconic or symbolic target," Miller said in Dec. 2017. 
Wednesday's rampage happened amid the ongoing Bourbon Street Bollard Assessment and Replacement Project, which includes "removing the old bollards, replacing concrete pavement, constructing concrete bases, installing metal sleeves for the new bollards, and repouring the roadway," according to the city's Wednesday statement. So far, 11 of the 16 bollard locations have been replaced, the statement said.

    


Daily inspections monitor progress, and testing reports issued today confirm the required material strength has been achieved.
On Dec. 10, the city posted a photo on social media of a torn-up street in the French Quarter, with two bollards sitting atop a pallet. Work was scheduled to be completed by early Feb. 2025, when New Orleans will host the Super Bowl, city records show.
"The project includes replacing old bollards with new removable stainless-steel bollards and sidewalk repairs at various locations," a Department of Public Works document states.


    


In a Nov. 26 update, city officials said work including concrete pouring was occurring on both sides of Bourbon Street "without closing intersections to vehicle traffic." 
___ Weber reported from Los Angeles and Martin from Atlanta. Associated Press writer Jim Mustian in Black Mountain, North Carolina, contributed.
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            In this Dec. 20, 2016 file photo Christmas decoration sticks in the smashed window of the cabin of a truck which ran into a crowded Christmas market Monday evening killing several people in Berlin, Germany. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, file)
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            People fly into the air as a vehicle drives into a group of protesters demonstrating against a white nationalist rally in Charlottesville, Va., Saturday, Aug. 12, 2017. (Ryan M. Kelly/The Daily Progress via AP, File)
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            Injured people are treated in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday, Aug. 17, 2017 after a white van jumped the sidewalk in the historic Las Ramblas district, crashing into a summer crowd of residents and tourists. (AP Photo/Oriol Duran, File)
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            In this Wednesday, March 22, 2017 file photo, police secure the area on the south side of Westminster Bridge close to the Houses of Parliament in London. (AP Photo/Matt Dunham, File)
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            In this July 14, 2016 file photo, authorities investigate a truck after it plowed through Bastille Day revelers in the French resort city of Nice, France, killing 86 people. (Sasha Goldsmith via AP, File)
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            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Security personnel investigate the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            People fly into the air as a vehicle drives into a group of protesters demonstrating against a white nationalist rally in Charlottesville, Va., Saturday, Aug. 12, 2017. (Ryan M. Kelly/The Daily Progress via AP, File)
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            Injured people are treated in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday, Aug. 17, 2017 after a white van jumped the sidewalk in the historic Las Ramblas district, crashing into a summer crowd of residents and tourists. (AP Photo/Oriol Duran, File)
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            In this Wednesday, March 22, 2017 file photo, police secure the area on the south side of Westminster Bridge close to the Houses of Parliament in London. (AP Photo/Matt Dunham, File)
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            In this July 14, 2016 file photo, authorities investigate a truck after it plowed through Bastille Day revelers in the French resort city of Nice, France, killing 86 people. (Sasha Goldsmith via AP, File)
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            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Police say a man who drove a pickup truck at high speed into a crowd of people celebrating the new year in New Orleans early Wednesday was hell-bent on creating carnage. While a motive for the attack that killed 15 people has yet to be revealed, the FBI is investigating it as a terrorist act.
Several such attacks have taken place over the past two decades, some inspired by extremist politics and others blamed on mental illness or misogyny.
What authorities call "vehicle as a weapon attacks" have reshaped cities around the world, with planners erecting concrete barriers around public spaces and building anti-vehicle obstacles in new developments.
Here are the details of some major vehicle attacks:
NEW ORLEANS, Jan. 1, 2025 -- At least 15 people are killed and dozens are injured after a U.S. citizen from Texas rams a vehicle into a crowd of pedestrians in New Orleans' bustling French Quarter district at 3:15 a.m. on New Year's Day. The FBI identifies the suspect as 42-year-old Shamsud-Din Jabbar. He is killed in a firefight with police. The FBI says several possible explosive devices were recovered and that a flag associated with the Islamic State group was found in the truck. 

    


MAGDEBURG, Germany, Dec. 20. 2024 -- At least five people are killed and more than 200 are injured when a car slams into a Christmas market in eastern Germany. Police arrest a 50-year-old doctor from Saudi Arabia who has renounced Islam and supports the far-right AfD party.




ZHUHAI, China, Nov. 11, 2024 -- A 62-year-old driver rams his car into people exercising at a sports complex in southern China, killing 35, in the country's deadliest attack in years. Authorities say the suspect is upset about his divorce. He pleads guilty to endangering public safety by dangerous means and is sentenced to death.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
LONDON, Ontario, June 6, 2021 -- Four members of a Muslim family are killed when an attacker hits them with a pickup truck. Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau calls it "a terrorist attack, motivated by hatred." White nationalist Nathaniel Veltman is sentenced to life in prison.

    


TORONTO, April 23, 2018 -- A 25-year-old Canadian man, Alek Minassian, drives a rental van into mostly female pedestrians on Yonge St., the main thoroughfare in Toronto, killing 10 people and injuring 16. Minassian tells police he belongs to an online "incel" community of sexually frustrated men. He is sentenced to life in prison.
NEW YORK, Oct. 31, 2017 -- Sayfullo Saipov, an Islamic extremist from Uzbekistan, drives a pickup truck onto a popular New York City bike path, killing eight people. He is convicted of federal terrorism charges and sentenced to 10 life sentences plus 260 years in prison.
BARCELONA, Aug. 17, 2017 -- A man rams a van into people on the Spanish city's crowded Las Ramblas boulevard, killing 14 and injuring others. The Islamic State group claims responsibility. Several members of the same cell carry out a similar attack in the nearby resort town of Cambrils, killing one person. 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, Virginia, Aug. 12, 2017 -- During a "Unite the Right" rally, white supremacist James Alex Fields Jr. drives his car into a crowd of counter-protesters, killing one woman and injuring dozens of people. Fields is serving a life sentence for murder and hate crimes.

    


LONDON, June 19, 2017 -- Darren Osborne, a man radicalized by far-right ideas, drives a van into worshippers outside a mosque in Finsbury Park, killing one man and injuring 15 people. Osborne is sentenced to life in prison.
LONDON, June 3, 2017 -- Three attackers drive a van into pedestrians on London Bridge before stabbing people in nearby Borough Market. Eight people are killed and the attackers are shot dead by police. 
LONDON, March 22, 2017 -- British man Khalid Masood rams an SUV into people on Westminster Bridge, killing four, then fatally stabs a policeman guarding the Houses of Parliament. Masood is shot dead. 
MELBOURNE, Australia, Jan. 20, 2017 - Six people are killed and more than 30 injured when a car hits lunchtime crowds at a pedestrian mall in Australia's second-largest city. James Gargasoulas is found to have been in a state of drug-induced psychosis and is sentenced to life in prison.

    


BERLIN, Dec. 19, 2016 -- Anis Amri, a rejected asylum-seeker from Tunisia, plows a hijacked truck into a Christmas market in the German capital, killing 13 people and injuring dozens. The attacker is killed days later in a shootout in Italy.
NICE, France, July 14, 2016 -- Tunisian-born French resident Mohamed Lahouaiej-Bouhlel drives a rented truck for more than a mile (almost 2 kilometers) along a packed seaside promenade in the French Riviera resort on the Bastille Day holiday, killing 86 people in the deadliest attack of its kind. He is killed by police, but eight other people are sentenced to prison for helping orchestrate the attack.

    


APELDOORN, Netherlands, April 28, 2009 - Former security guard Karst Tates drives a car into parade spectators in an attempt to hit an open-topped bus carrying members of the Dutch royal family. Six people are killed and Tates dies of injuries the next day, leaving his full motive a mystery.

CHAPEL HILL, North Carolina, March 3, 2006 -- University of North Carolina graduate Mohammed Taheri-Azar drives an SUV into a crowd at the university, lightly injuring nine people, in a self-professed bid to avenge Muslim deaths overseas. He is sentenced to up to 33 years in prison.
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An armed man kills at least 10 people, including 2 children, in a shooting rampage in Montenegro
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            Several people were killed in a shooting on Wednesday in the Montenegrin city of Cetinje, police and local media said (AP video shot by Risto Bozovic)
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            Police investigators work at the site of a shooting in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Wednesday, Jan 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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            Police investigators work at the site of a shooting in Cetinje, 36 kilometers (22 miles) west of Podogrica, Montenegro, Wednesday, Jan 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Risto Bozovic)
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                                        PODGORICA, Montenegro (AP) -- At least 10 people, including two children, were killed and four others were seriously wounded on Wednesday in a shooting rampage that followed a bar brawl in a western Montenegrin city, officials said. The shooter was on the run. 
Police identified the attacker as 45-year-old Aco Martinovic. He killed the owner of the bar in the city of Cetinje, the bar owner's children and his own family members, Interior Minister Danilo Saranovic said at a news conference.
"At this moment, we are focused on arresting him," Saranovic told reporters. 
Police dispatched special troops to search for the attacker in Cetinje, located some 30 kilometers (18 miles) northwest of the capital, Podgorica. All the roads in and out of the city have been blocked as police swarmed the streets. 
Saranovic described the suspect as dangerous and appealed on the residents to stay indoors. 

    


"The level of rage and brutality shows that sometimes such people ... are even more dangerous than members of organized criminal gangs," Saranovic said. 
Martinovic was at the bar throughout the day with other guests when the brawl erupted, said Police Commissioner Lazar Scepanovic. He said that Martinovic then went home, brough back a weapon and opened fire at around 5:30 p.m. 




"He killed four people" at the bar, before heading out and then continued shooting at three more locations, said Scepanovic. "He tried to take the lives of four more people, and then fled with the vehicle he was using, which we have found." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He said that the suspect received a suspended sentence in 2005 for violent behavior and has appealed his latest conviction for illegal possession of weapons. Montenegrin media have reported he was known for erratic and violent behavior.
Small Montenegro, which has some 620,000 people, is known for its gun culture and many people traditionally have weapons. 

    


Wednesday's shooting was the second shooting rampage over the past three years in Cetinje, Montenegro's historic capital. An attacker also killed 10 people, including two children, in August 2022 before he was shot and killed by a passerby in Cetinje.
President Jakov Milatovic said he was "shocked and stunned" by the tragedy. "Instead of holiday joy ... we have been gripped by sadness over the loss of innocent lives," Milatovic said on the social media platform X. 

Prime Minister Milojko Spajic went to the hospital where the wounded were being treated and announced three days of mourning. He said "all police teams" were out searching for the suspect. 
"This is a terrible tragedy that has affected us all," Spajic said. 
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Israeli strikes kill 12 in Gaza, including children, as war grinds into the new year
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            Rainfall has inundated tents sheltering displaced families across war-torn Gaza Strip following a week of heavy rain and strong winds. Many tents were flooded over the past two days, adding to the misery of 2.3 million people trapped in more than 20 months of war between Hamas and Israel. (AP video shot by Abed Al-Kareem Hana. Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Displaced people in a camp in Khan Younis, citizens of Damascus, people in Jerusalem and residents of Beirut all gave their reflections of 2024, and their hopes for the next year. The Middle East has seen economic turmoil, political upheaval, and war - with many simply hoping for peace in 2025.
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            Long crowded queues of children carrying pots and containers were waiting for their share of rice on Wednesday - the only food item served at the charity kitchen in Deir al-Balah. 80% of households in Gaza have at least one child who is going without food according to UNRWA, the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees, this week. (AP video/ Abed Al-Kareem Hana. Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            On eight consecutive nightfalls, Jews gather with family and friends to light one additional candle in the menorah -- a multibranched candelabra. (AP video/Ami Bentov)
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            A man reacts in grief as the body of 8-year-old Adam Farajallah is brought to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital following an airstrike on a house in the Bureij refugee camp, in the central Gaza Strip town of Deir al-Balah Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinian children play next to a building destroyed by Israeli army strikes in the central Gaza Strip town of Khan Younis, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Ultra-Orthodox Jewish yeshiva students dance after lighting candles to mark the holiday of Hanukkah in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Ultra-Orthodox Jewish yeshiva students light candles to mark the holiday of Hanukkah in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            The body of a victim of an Israeli army strike on a house in the Bureij refugee camp is carried for the funeral at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the central Gaza Strip town of Deir al-Balah Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            The body of 8-year-old Adam Farajallah is brought to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital following an airstrike on a house in the Bureij refugee camp, in the central Gaza Strip town of Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            The uncle of 8-year-old Adam Farajallah grieves over his body after it was brought to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital following an airstrike on a house in the Bureij refugee camp, in the central Gaza Strip town of Deir al-Balah Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Smoke rises following an explosion in the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            An israeli army vehicle near the Israeli-Gaza border, drives beside a banner reading " Bring them home now" call for the release of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Smoke rises following an explosion in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025.(AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            An israeli army vehicle is seen near the Israeli-Gaza border, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Two people sit at sunset overlooking a tent camp for displaced Palestinians in the outskirts in the central Gaza Strip town of Khan Younis Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A man walks through a tunnel symbolising the Hamas tunnels, amidst the ongoing conflict between Israel and Hamas, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                    Rainfall has inundated tents sheltering displaced families across war-torn Gaza Strip following a week of heavy rain and strong winds. Many tents were flooded over the past two days, adding to the misery of 2.3 million people trapped in more than 20 months of war between Hamas and Israel. (AP video shot by Abed Al-Kareem Hana. Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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                                    Displaced people in a camp in Khan Younis, citizens of Damascus, people in Jerusalem and residents of Beirut all gave their reflections of 2024, and their hopes for the next year. The Middle East has seen economic turmoil, political upheaval, and war - with many simply hoping for peace in 2025.
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                                    Long crowded queues of children carrying pots and containers were waiting for their share of rice on Wednesday - the only food item served at the charity kitchen in Deir al-Balah. 80% of households in Gaza have at least one child who is going without food according to UNRWA, the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees, this week. (AP video/ Abed Al-Kareem Hana. Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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                                    On eight consecutive nightfalls, Jews gather with family and friends to light one additional candle in the menorah -- a multibranched candelabra. (AP video/Ami Bentov)
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            A man reacts in grief as the body of 8-year-old Adam Farajallah is brought to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital following an airstrike on a house in the Bureij refugee camp, in the central Gaza Strip town of Deir al-Balah Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinian children play next to a building destroyed by Israeli army strikes in the central Gaza Strip town of Khan Younis, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Ultra-Orthodox Jewish yeshiva students dance after lighting candles to mark the holiday of Hanukkah in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            The body of a victim of an Israeli army strike on a house in the Bureij refugee camp is carried for the funeral at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the central Gaza Strip town of Deir al-Balah Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            The uncle of 8-year-old Adam Farajallah grieves over his body after it was brought to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital following an airstrike on a house in the Bureij refugee camp, in the central Gaza Strip town of Deir al-Balah Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Smoke rises following an explosion in the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            An israeli army vehicle near the Israeli-Gaza border, drives beside a banner reading " Bring them home now" call for the release of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Smoke rises following an explosion in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025.(AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            An israeli army vehicle is seen near the Israeli-Gaza border, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Two people sit at sunset overlooking a tent camp for displaced Palestinians in the outskirts in the central Gaza Strip town of Khan Younis Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A man walks through a tunnel symbolising the Hamas tunnels, amidst the ongoing conflict between Israel and Hamas, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- Israeli strikes killed at least 12 Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, mostly women and children, officials said Wednesday, as the nearly 15-month war ground on into the new year.
One strike hit a home in the Jabaliya area of northern Gaza, the most isolated and heavily destroyed part of the coastal territory, where Israel has waged a major operation since early October. Gaza's Health Ministry said seven people were killed, including a woman and four children.
Israel's military said it "eliminated" Hamas fighters.
Another strike overnight in the built-up Bureij refugee camp in central Gaza killed a woman and a child, according to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, which received the bodies.
"Are you celebrating? Enjoy as we die. For a year and a half, we have been dying," said a man carrying the body of a child in the flashing lights of emergency vehicles.

    


Israel's military said militants fired rockets at Israel from the Bureij area overnight and that its forces responded with a strike targeting a militant.
A third strike, in the southern city of Khan Younis, killed three people, according to Nasser Hospital and the European Hospital, which received the bodies.




The war began when Hamas-led militants attacked southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people and abducting around 250. About 100 hostages are still held in Gaza, at least a third believed to be dead.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Defense Minister Israel Katz warned in a statement Wednesday that Hamas will "suffer blows of a magnitude not seen in Gaza for a long time" if it doesn't soon release the remaining hostages and stop firing at Israel.
Israel's air and ground offensive has killed over 45,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry. It says women and children make up more than half the dead but does not say how many of those killed were militants.

    


The Israeli military says it only targets militants and blames Hamas for civilian deaths because its fighters operate in dense residential areas. The army says it has killed 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.
The war has caused widespread destruction and displaced some 90% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million, many of them multiple times.
Hundreds of thousands live in tents on the coast as winter brings rainstorms and temperatures drop below 10 degrees Celsius (50 degrees Fahrenheit) at night. At least six infants and another person have died of hypothermia, according to the Health Ministry.
Many displaced Palestinians in central Gaza rely on charity kitchens as their sole food provider amid restrictions on aid and skyrocketing prices. AP footage showed a long line of children waiting for rice, the only item served at the kitchen in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday.
"Some of those kitchens close because they don't receive aid, and others distribute little amounts of food and its not enough," said Umm Adham Shaheen, displaced from Gaza City.
American and Arab mediators have spent nearly a year trying to broker a ceasefire and hostage release, but those efforts have repeatedly stalled. Hamas has demanded a lasting truce, while Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has vowed to keep fighting until "total victory."

    


Former defense minister leaves parliament
Israel's previous defense minister Yoav Gallant, fired nearly two months ago amid disagreements with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, resigned on Wednesday from parliament, citing a proposed law that would uphold controversial exemptions from the military draft for ultra-Orthodox men.
Gallant called the proposed law "contrary to the needs of the military and to the security of the state. I cannot be a part of that." Military service is compulsory for most Jews. Exemptions for ultra-Orthodox men to pursue studies has generated widespread resentment among the broader public.
Gallant's surprise firing in November sparked protests across Israel. He and Netanyahu were at odds over the war, with Gallant pushing for a diplomatic deal that would bring back the hostages while Netanyahu wanted more military pressure on Hamas. Netanyahu replaced Gallant with Katz, a longtime loyalist.
In Wednesday's address, Gallant said he would remain a member of Netanyahu's Likud party.

    


Israel sees net departure of citizens for a second year
More than 82,000 Israelis moved abroad in 2024 and 33,000 people immigrated to the country, Israel's Central Bureau of Statistics said. Another 23,000 Israelis returned after long periods abroad.
It was the second straight year of net departures, a rare occurrence in the history of the country that actively encourages Jewish immigration. Many Israelis, looking for a break from the war, have moved abroad, leading to concern about whether it will drive a "brain drain" in sectors like medicine and technology.
Last year, 15,000 fewer people immigrated to Israel than in 2023.
In an event for the final day of Hanukkah, hostages released from Gaza and others called again for a peace deal to bring remaining hostages home. "Until they return, we will not really be able to move on," said a relative, Yuval Haran.

    


Palestinian Authority suspends Al Jazeera's work in the West Bank
The Palestinian Authority on Wednesday suspended the work of Al Jazeera in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, accusing it of broadcasting incitement and misleading reports.
Israel had already ordered Al Jazeera to close in the West Bank, but the order had not been strictly enforced. Al Jazeera and other outlets have been covering the Palestinian Authority's crackdown in Jenin, where PA forces have clashed with local Palestinian militants in recent weeks, sparking one of the worst armed confrontations between Palestinians in years.
___

Magdy reported from Cairo. Associated Press writers Melanie Lidman in Tel Aviv, Israel, and Tia Goldenberg and Natalie Melzer in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            This image released by The Walt Disney Studios shows the characters Sadness, voiced by Phyllis Smith, left, and Joy voiced by Amy Poehler, in a scene from "Inside Out 2." (The Walt Disney Studios via AP)
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            This image provided by The Walt Disney Studios shows the characters Deadpool, played by Ryan Reynolds, left, and Wolverine, played by Hugh Jackman, in a scene from the film "Deadpool & Wolverine," (The Walt Disney Studios via AP)
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            This image released by Disney shows the character Moana, voiced by Auli'i Cravalho, in a scene from "Moana 2." (The Walt Disney Studios via AP)
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            This image released by The Walt Disney Studios shows the characters Moana, voiced by Auli'i Cravalho, left, and Chief Tui, voiced by Temuera Morrison, in a scene from "Moana 2." (The Walt Disney Studios via AP)
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            This image released by Disney shows the characters Embarrassment, voiced by Paul Walter Hauser, from left, Anxiety, voiced by Maya Hawke, Envy, voiced by Ayo Edebiri, and Ennui voiced by Adele Exarchopoulos, in a scene from "Inside Out 2." (The Walt Disney Studios via AP)
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            Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande arrive at the premiere of "Wicked" on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, at Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)
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            Cynthia Erivo, left, and Ariana Grande arrive at the premiere of "Wicked" on Saturday, Nov. 9, 2024, at Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)
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                                        Movie ticket sales took a bit of a hit in 2024. The annual domestic box office is expected to end up at around $8.75 billion, down more than 3% from 2023, according to estimates from Comscore.
It's not as dire as it was in the pandemic years, but it's also not even close to the pre-pandemic norm when the annual box office regularly surpassed $11 billion.
This is the year the business felt the effects of the Hollywood strikes of 2023, the labor standoff that delayed productions and releases and led to a depleted calendar for exhibitors and moviegoers. And yet it's not as bad as it could have been, or at least as bad as analysts projected at the start of the year.
"This has been a really incredible comeback story for the industry," said Paul Dergarabedian, the senior media analyst for Comscore. "Just a couple of months ago it was a question of whether we would even hit $8 billion for the year."
Hollywood continues to learn lessons about what moviegoers really want, what works and what doesn't. Here are the biggest takeaways from 2024.




The strike fallout was real
The Hollywood strikes might have ended in 2023, putting productions back into full swing and sending stars out on the promotional circuit again -- but the ripple effect of the work stoppages and contract standoffs showed their real effects on the 2024 release calendar. 
The first two quarters were hit hardest, with tentpoles pushed later in the year ("Deadpool & Wolverine," for one) or even into 2025 (like "Mission: Impossible 8"). With no Marvel movie kicking off the summer moviegoing season, the box office was down a devastating 27.5% from 2023 right before "Inside Out 2" opened in June.
"It's an unpredictable business but it thrives on stability," Dergarabedian said. "When the release calendar is thrown off, the momentum stops."

    


The PG rating (and animation) ruled
Sequels and franchises dominated the top 10 movies of the year, as has often been the case in the past 15 years. But this year, films carrying a PG rating did especially well, starting with the biggest movie of 2024: "Inside Out 2," which also became the biggest animated movie of all time, not accounting for inflation.
Family films with a PG rating -- including "Despicable Me 4,""Moana 2,""Wicked," "Kung Fu Panda 4," "Sonic the Hedgehog 3," "Mufasa" and "The Wild Robot" -- grossed over $2.9 billion this year, accounting for around 33% of the annual box office, according to Comscore. Movies rated PG-13, by contrast, made up about 30% of ticket sales.
The Disney impact
After a quieter 2023 and several years without a film at the very top of the charts, the Walt Disney Co. came back roaring in 2024 with three of the top five movies of the year: "Inside Out 2," "Deadpool & Wolverine" and "Moana 2." In mid-December, it crossed the $2 billion domestic mark, the second time any studio has done so since 2019 (that was also Disney, in 2022). Its 20th Century division also played an important part with "Alien: Romulus" and "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes."
"It's a different industry when Disney commits to theatrical releases," said Daniel Loria, an executive at the movie data and analytics trade The Boxoffice Company.

    


Looking at 'flops' a different way
Every year has high-profile flops and disappointments, and this was no exception. Sony had a rough go with its "Spider-Man" adjacent titles like "Madame Web" and "Kraven the Hunter" (but this also seems to be the fate lately for anyone not named "Deadpool"). Universal had higher hopes for "The Fall Guy," as did Warner Bros. for "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga" and "Joker: Folie a Deux."
Then there were the filmmaker-driven (and financed) passion projects that failed to take off like Kevin Costner's "Horizon: An American Saga -- Chapter 1" and Francis Ford Coppola's "Megalopolis."
"It's a reductive way of thinking about those passion projects," Loria said. "Those movies didn't come out with huge expectations, meaning theaters didn't clear out the house and give them three auditoriums per site in hopes for money to come in."
This was, however, part of the problem with "Joker 2," which was expected to be more in line with the first which made over $1 billion. But even that has a caveat, Loria thinks.
"It wasn't just that 'Joker' didn't perform, it's that there was nothing coming in behind it to make up that momentum," Loria said. "That's more the fault of a release schedule where one movie is supposed to carry a month. That model doesn't work anymore."

    


Audiences crave options and a diverse lineup
What does work, Loria said, is a diverse lineup, with the Thanksgiving and Christmas successes being the perfect example. At Thanksgiving, there was "Wicked," "Gladiator II" and "Moana 2." Christmas had "Mufasa," "Sonic 3," and a lot of adult offerings too, including "Nosferatu," "A Complete Unknown" and "Babygirl."
Horror is often the safest bet for theatrical, but this year had even veterans pleasantly surprised by just how enthusiastic that audience can be, with hits like "Longlegs," "Nosferatu," "Terrifier 3" and "Smile 2" getting people out of the house. 
The Blake Lively drama "It Ends With Us," which had its share of ongoing off-screen drama as well, also became an event. Audiences turned out for smart thrillers, like "Conclave" as well as unexpected originals including "Anora," "The Substance" and "The Brutalist."

    


Nostalgia and the allure of a re-release
Re-releases of movies in theaters that are also widely available in the home thrived this year. Some of the biggest successes included Christopher Nolan's "Interstellar,""Coraline" and "The Phantom Menace."
"It just shows our industry once again that audiences truly understand the difference between a communal, big screen theatrical experience that they crave even on films that they've had the opportunities to see in the home," Nolan said in December. "That theatrical experience that we all know and love is so powerful and so exciting. It's a very clear demonstration of it."
Viral marketing moments
As silly as it sounds, this is the year the novelty popcorn bucket became a star. It started with the accidentally suggestive "Dune: Part 2" creation, which "Deadpool & Wolverine" latched onto in a less accidental way. More recently, the "Nosferatu" coffin buckets have been fetching high resale prices.
For Loria, it's all part of a trend that theaters have been noticing since reopening during the pandemic: Moviegoers aren't back in pre-pandemic numbers, but those who did come back were spending more on concessions and premium tickets (like IMAX and other large format screens) than ever before. 
2025 looks bright
Everyone is optimistic for the film business in 2025, and the offerings for moviegoers -- which include at least 110 films projected to open on over 2,000 screens -- according to the National Association of Theatre Owners. And the momentum is there.

"There's been a huge amount of box office generated in the last six weeks of the year," Dergarabedian said. "This is the best opening act 2025 could have."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/movie-box-office-lessons-2024-cbdff5fc420047d187987d2aeed4db9f
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            London rang in the New Year with a pyrotechnic display along the River Thames, as Big Ben struck midnight. Visitors came from all over the world to watch the show.
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            Rita Ora joins Ryan Seacrest for a second year to countdown the New Year. Ora also set to perform along with dozens other musicians. (Dec 30)
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            Hong Kong, Taiwan, Malaysia and Japan all saw in the new year, with fireworks celebrations across several cities and prayers in Tokyo.
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            Thousands gathered to welcome 2025 with spectacular fireworks around the Middle East region.
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            Firework displays and light shows were held in cities across Europe as people in the region celebrated the new year in various ways, including eating 12 grapes for good luck in Spain.
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            Fireworks lit up the night sky in cities across Africa as the region welcomed the new year at midnight. (AP video by Josephat Kasire and Jackson Njehia)
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            Fireworks explode over the Las Vegas Strip during a New Year's Eve celebration Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            Fireworks light the sky above the Quadriga at the Brandenburg Gate during New Year's celebrations shortly after midnight in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            Fireworks explode over the Sydney Opera House and Harbour Bridge during New Year's Eve celebrations in Sydney, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (Bianca De Marchi/AAP Image via AP)
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            10 of 33 | 
            Fireworks explode at the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, during the New Year's Eve celebration in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)
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            11 of 33 | 
            Revelers wear hats and ponchos as they dance in the rain during the annual New Year's Eve celebration in Times Square, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa)
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            12 of 33 | 
            Performers prepare to ring in the new year near a Chinese national flag during a count down event held in Beijing, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            13 of 33 | 
            People gather near the Brandenburg Gate to celebrate and watch the fireworks for the New Year's celebrations in Berlin, Germany, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 33 | 
            Fireworks explode as thousands of people gather in the main business district on New Year's Eve in Jakarta, Indonesia, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            15 of 33 | 
            A light show is projected on the Arc de Triomphe as fireworks explode during New Year celebrations on the Champs Elysees in Paris, France, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            A couple kisses as they walk with their child in a square decorated for Christmas and the New Year festivities in Donetsk in Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexei Alexandrov)
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            17 of 33 | 
            Fireworks explode over Victoria Harbour to celebrate the start of 2025 at Tsim Sha Tsui in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            The 9pm fireworks are seen during New Year's Eve celebrations in Sydney, Australia, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (Bianca De Marchi/AAP Image via AP)
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            19 of 33 | 
            People gather in the center of the Russian far east port of Vladivostok, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024, to celebrate the new year. (AP Photo)
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            20 of 33 | 
            People celebrate New Year's Eve at a promenade in Mumbai, India, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            21 of 33 | 
            Swimmers attend the traditional New Year's Eve swimming at Lake Moossee in Moosseedorf, Switzerland, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (Anthony Anex/Keystone via AP)
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            New Year's Eve preparations are underway in Times Square in New York, Monday, Dec. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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            23 of 33 | 
            Egyptians walk in front of New Year decorations in Cairo, Egypt, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            24 of 33 | 
            Two boys play football in front of a billboard welcoming the New Year 2025 in Ho Chi Minh city, Vietnam on Tuesday, Dec.31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            25 of 33 | 
            A woman from Nagoya, left, and her friend from Tokyo, both originally from Indonesia, react to their photos they just took as they visit Sensoji Buddhist temple on New Year's Eve in Tokyo, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            26 of 33 | 
            People cheer during the 2025 Taipei New Year's Party celebration in front of the Taipei City Government Building in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            27 of 33 | 
            In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping delivers a New Year message on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024 in Beijing to ring in 2025. (Ju Peng/Xinhua via AP)
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            28 of 33 | 
            Pope Francis waves faithfuls after celebrating over New Year's Eve Vespers and Te Deum, in St.Peter's Square at the Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            29 of 33 | 
            A Pakistani man take a selfie photo while the last sunset of 2024 hangs over the city of Peshawar, Pakistan, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Sajjad)
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            30 of 33 | 
            A giant balloon depicting a dancer flies over the people before a performance during the "Celebrating Cambodia" event as part of the New Year's Eve in front of Royal Palace in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Tuesday Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            31 of 33 | 
            Revelers celebrate in New York's Times Square as they attend a New Year's Eve celebration, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            32 of 33 | 
            Archbishop Bernard Hebda, right, of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, celebrates a rare New Year's Eve Mass attended just before midnight in St. Paul, Minn., on Dec. 31, 2024 (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)
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            Fireworks explode over the Las Vegas Strip during a New Year's Eve celebration Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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                                    Rita Ora joins Ryan Seacrest for a second year to countdown the New Year. Ora also set to perform along with dozens other musicians. (Dec 30)
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                                    Hong Kong, Taiwan, Malaysia and Japan all saw in the new year, with fireworks celebrations across several cities and prayers in Tokyo.
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                                    Thousands gathered to welcome 2025 with spectacular fireworks around the Middle East region.
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                                    Firework displays and light shows were held in cities across Europe as people in the region celebrated the new year in various ways, including eating 12 grapes for good luck in Spain.
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                                    Fireworks lit up the night sky in cities across Africa as the region welcomed the new year at midnight. (AP video by Josephat Kasire and Jackson Njehia)
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            Fireworks explode over the Las Vegas Strip during a New Year's Eve celebration Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            Fireworks light the sky above the Quadriga at the Brandenburg Gate during New Year's celebrations shortly after midnight in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            Fireworks explode over the Sydney Opera House and Harbour Bridge during New Year's Eve celebrations in Sydney, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (Bianca De Marchi/AAP Image via AP)
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            Fireworks explode at the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, during the New Year's Eve celebration in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)
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            Revelers wear hats and ponchos as they dance in the rain during the annual New Year's Eve celebration in Times Square, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa)
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            Performers prepare to ring in the new year near a Chinese national flag during a count down event held in Beijing, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            People gather near the Brandenburg Gate to celebrate and watch the fireworks for the New Year's celebrations in Berlin, Germany, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 33

                                    
                                    People gather near the Brandenburg Gate to celebrate and watch the fireworks for the New Year's celebrations in Berlin, Germany, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 33 | 
            Fireworks explode as thousands of people gather in the main business district on New Year's Eve in Jakarta, Indonesia, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            A light show is projected on the Arc de Triomphe as fireworks explode during New Year celebrations on the Champs Elysees in Paris, France, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            A couple kisses as they walk with their child in a square decorated for Christmas and the New Year festivities in Donetsk in Russian-controlled Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexei Alexandrov)
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            Fireworks explode over Victoria Harbour to celebrate the start of 2025 at Tsim Sha Tsui in Hong Kong, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            The 9pm fireworks are seen during New Year's Eve celebrations in Sydney, Australia, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (Bianca De Marchi/AAP Image via AP)
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            People gather in the center of the Russian far east port of Vladivostok, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024, to celebrate the new year. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 33

                                    
                                    People gather in the center of the Russian far east port of Vladivostok, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024, to celebrate the new year. (AP Photo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 33 | 
            People celebrate New Year's Eve at a promenade in Mumbai, India, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Swimmers attend the traditional New Year's Eve swimming at Lake Moossee in Moosseedorf, Switzerland, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (Anthony Anex/Keystone via AP)
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            New Year's Eve preparations are underway in Times Square in New York, Monday, Dec. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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            Egyptians walk in front of New Year decorations in Cairo, Egypt, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Two boys play football in front of a billboard welcoming the New Year 2025 in Ho Chi Minh city, Vietnam on Tuesday, Dec.31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            A woman from Nagoya, left, and her friend from Tokyo, both originally from Indonesia, react to their photos they just took as they visit Sensoji Buddhist temple on New Year's Eve in Tokyo, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)
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            People cheer during the 2025 Taipei New Year's Party celebration in front of the Taipei City Government Building in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping delivers a New Year message on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024 in Beijing to ring in 2025. (Ju Peng/Xinhua via AP)
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            Pope Francis waves faithfuls after celebrating over New Year's Eve Vespers and Te Deum, in St.Peter's Square at the Vatican, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            A Pakistani man take a selfie photo while the last sunset of 2024 hangs over the city of Peshawar, Pakistan, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammad Sajjad)
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            A giant balloon depicting a dancer flies over the people before a performance during the "Celebrating Cambodia" event as part of the New Year's Eve in front of Royal Palace in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Tuesday Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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            Revelers celebrate in New York's Times Square as they attend a New Year's Eve celebration, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            Archbishop Bernard Hebda, right, of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, celebrates a rare New Year's Eve Mass attended just before midnight in St. Paul, Minn., on Dec. 31, 2024 (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)
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            Fireworks explode over the Las Vegas Strip during a New Year's Eve celebration Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- From Sydney to Mumbai to Paris to Rio de Janeiro, communities around the world welcomed 2025 with spectacular light shows, embraces and ice plunges.

The New Year's Eve ball dropped in soggy Times Square, where thousands of revelers stuck it out in heavy rain to celebrate the start of 2025 in New York City.

Countries in the South Pacific Ocean were the first to ring in the New Year, with midnight in New Zealand striking 18 hours before the ball dropped in Times Square. Auckland was the first major city to celebrate, with thousands thronging downtown or climbing the city's ring of volcanic peaks for a fireworks vantage point. 

Conflict muted acknowledgements of the start of 2025 in places like the Middle East, Sudan and Ukraine.

American Samoa will be among the last to welcome 2025, a full 24 hours after New Zealand.


Earliest fireworks



A few hours after Auckland, fireworks blasted off Australia's Sydney Harbor Bridge and across the bay. More than a million people gathered at iconic Sydney Harbor for the celebration. British pop star Robbie Williams led a singalong with the crowd.

    



The celebration also featured Indigenous ceremonies and performances that acknowledged the land's first people.
American traditions, old and new



In New York City, crowds cheered and couples kissed when the ball weighing almost 6 tons (5.4 metric tons) and featuring 2,688 crystal triangles descended down a pole in Times Square. The celebration included musical performances by TLC and Jonas Brothers.

The revelry culminated with a dance party and a carpeting of soggy confetti as attendees left singing along to Frank Sinatra's version of "New York, New York."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Angie Cuadradu, from Virginia, said she hopes 2025 is going to be great. "We're sending positive vibes everywhere," she said.

Las Vegas' pyrotechnic show will be on the Strip, with 340,000 people anticipated as fireworks are launched from the rooftops of casinos. Nearby, the Sphere venue will display for the first time countdowns to midnight in different time zones.

In Pasadena, California, Rose Parade spectators were camping out and hoping for prime spots. And some 200,000 people flocked to a country music party in Nashville, Tennessee.
Asia prepares for Year of the Snake



Much of Japan shut down ahead of the nation's biggest holiday, as temples and homes underwent a thorough cleaning.

The upcoming Year of the Snake in the Asian zodiac is heralded as one of rebirth -- alluding to the reptile's shedding skin. Other places in Asia will mark the Year of the Snake later, with the Lunar New Year.

In South Korea, celebrations were cut back or canceled during a period of national mourning following Sunday's crash of a Jeju Air flight in Muan that killed 179 people.
China and Russia exchange goodwill



Chinese state media covered an exchange of New Year's greetings between leader Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin in a reminder of growing closeness between two leaders who face tensions with the West.

Xi told Putin their countries will "always move forward hand in hand," the official Xinhua News Agency said.

China has maintained ties and robust trade with Russia since the latter invaded Ukraine in 2022, helping to offset Western sanctions and attempts to isolate Putin.

    




Seaside celebrations and beyond



In India, thousands of revelers in the financial hub of Mumbai flocked to the city's bustling promenade facing the Arabian Sea. In Sri Lanka, people gathered at Buddhist temples to light oil lamps and incense sticks and pray.

In Dubai, thousands attended a fireworks show at the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest skyscraper. And in Nairobi, Kenya, scattered fireworks were heard.
A Holy Year begins



Rome's traditional New Year's Eve festivities have an additional draw: the start of Pope Francis' Holy Year, the once-every-quarter-century celebration projected to bring some 32 million pilgrims to the Eternal City in 2025.

    



On Tuesday, Francis celebrated a vespers at St. Peter's Basilica. During Mass on Wednesday he is expected to again appeal for peace in Ukraine and the Middle East.

Jan. 1 is a day of obligation for Catholics, marking the Solemnity of Mary.

In Saint Paul, Minnesota, about 400 Catholics joined the archbishop for a rare 11 p.m. Mass followed by a champagne reception in the city's monumental cathedral.

"People have the tradition to stay up and toast the new year, so we said, 'Ok, let's build on that,'" said the Rev. Joseph Johnson.
Paris recaptures the Olympic spirit



Paris capped a momentous 2024 with its traditional countdown and fireworks extravaganza on the Champs-Elysees. The city's emblematic Arc de Triomphe monument was turned into a giant tableau for a light show that celebrated the city's landmarks and the passage of time, with whirring clocks. 

    



"Paris is a party," proclaimed Mayor Anne Hidalgo.

The Summer Olympics and Paralympic Games hosted in the French capital from July to September had transformed the city into a site of joy, fraternity and astonishing sporting achievements.
Wintry weather, for good and bad



London rang in the New Year with a pyrotechnic display along the River Thames. With a storm bringing bitter weather to other parts of the United Kingdom, however, festivities in Edinburgh, Scotland, were canceled.

But in Switzerland and some other places, people embraced the cold, stripping and plunging into the water in freezing temperatures.
Millions revel in Rio

    



Rio de Janeiro threw Brazil's main New Year's Eve bash on Copacabana beach, with barges shooting off 12 straight minutes of fireworks. Thousands of tourists on cruise ships and charter boats witnessed the show up close, while many more streamed onto the sand to find their spot.


The crowd on Copacabana was expected to exceed 2 million people -- most decked out in white to keep with tradition. They packed together to enjoy concerts by Brazilian music legends Caetano Veloso, Maria Bethania and Ivete Sangalo, among others. Right after the fireworks concluded, Brazil's biggest pop star, Anitta, took the stage.

"It's so magical. It's an incredible thing," Alejandro Legarreta, a tourist from Puerto Rico, said after diving into the ocean.

___

Graham-McLay reported from Wellington, New Zealand. Associated Press writers around the world contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/new-years-eve-times-square-midnight-d272e3c02dd0a0c39be1ef06634ff3f3
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            A Christmas tree decoration reflects St. Peter's Square at The Vatican when Pope Francis appeared at his studio's window overlooking the square to bless pilgrims and faithful after presiding over a mass in St. Peter's Basilica on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis appears at his studio's window overlooking St. Peter's Square at The Vatican to bless pilgrims and faithful after presiding over a mass in St. Peter's Basilica on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis leaves at the end of a mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis kisses a wooden statuette of the infant Jesus at the end of a mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis kisses a wooden statuette of the infant Jesus at the end of a mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Pope Francis appears at his studio's window overlooking St. Peter's Square at The Vatican to bless pilgrims and faithful after presiding over a mass in St. Peter's Basilica on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Pope Francis ushered in the New Year with a renewed appeal for the faithful to reject abortion, calling for a "firm commitment" to protect and respect life from conception to natural death.
Francis, 88, celebrated a New Year's Day Mass in St. Peter's Basilica on Wednesday that was dedicated to Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
In his homily, he prayed that everyone learns to care for "every child born of a woman" and to protect "the precious gift of life: life in the womb, the lives of children, the lives of the suffering, the poor, the elderly, the lonely and the dying."
"I ask for a firm commitment to respect the dignity of human life from conception to natural death, so that each person may cherish his or her own life and all may look with hope to the future," he said, using the terminology of the church's opposition to abortion and euthanasia. 

    


In recent years, the Argentine Jesuit has been speaking out more emphatically about abortion than he did at the start of his pontificate. After two doctrinaire popes, Francis complained in the first months of his papacy in 2013 that the church had become obsessed by "small-minded rules" about hot-button issues such as abortion.




Francis now regularly refers to procuring an abortion as "hiring a hitman to solve a problem." 
He recently sparked outrage in Belgium when he criticized its abortion law as "homicidal" and announced he wanted to beatify Belgium's late king who abdicated for a day rather than approve legislation legalizing the procedure. The Vatican recently announced that the beatification process is under way for King Baudouin, who died in 1993.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The morning Mass marked the final big event of Francis' busy Christmas schedule. For the pope, who suffers from recurrent respiratory problems, this year's season was even more challenging with the start of the Vatican's big Holy Year, a once-every-quarter-century celebration of the faith that is expected to bring 32 million pilgrims to Rome during 2025.

    


Speaking to pilgrims who gathered in a sun-filled St. Peter's Square, Francis recalled the Jubilee's central message of the need to forgive debts. He again called for world leaders from wealthy countries to eliminate or reduce the debts owed by poorer countries.
Francis urged Christian leaders, in particular, "to provide a good example" by taking the lead to forgive debts.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            President Jimmy Carter, a long-time member of the Baptist Church, came to understand the deep divide of race relations in the United States in the middle of the 20th Century. (AP video: Sharon Johnson)
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            Former President Jimmy Carter teaches Sunday School class at Maranatha Baptist Church in his hometown on Aug. 23, 2015, in Plains, Ga. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)
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            Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, left, U.S. President Jimmy Carter, center, and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin, stand at attention as the national anthems of their respective countries are played on the north lawn of the White House in Washington, on Feb. 24, 1979. (AP Photo, File)
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            Georgia Democratic Gov. Jimmy Carter officially announces his candidacy for president in Atlanta on Dec. 12, 1974. (AP Photo/BJ, File)
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            Democratic nominee Jimmy Carter shakes hands with church-goers outside the Plains Baptist Church, in Plains, Ga., on July 18, 1976. (AP Photo/Peter Bregg, File)
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            President Jimmy Carter and Rosalynn Carter chat with Rev. Charles Trentham as they leave the First Baptist Church in Washington on March 20, 1977. (AP Photo/Charles W. Harrity, File)
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            Former President Jimmy Carter teaches Sunday school at Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga., on Nov. 3, 2019. (AP Photo/John Amis, File)
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            Former President Jimmy Carter, center, listens to a speech by former President of Costa Rica Rodrigo Carazo Odio, right, at the opening of the Joan B. Kroc Institute For Peace and Justice on the campus of the University of San Diego, in San Diego, on Dec. 6, 2001. (AP Photo/Denis Poroy, File)
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            President Jimmy Carter and Polish First Secretary Edward Gierek shake hands after their formal talks in Warsaw on Dec. 30, 1977. (AP Photo, File)
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            Chinese Vice Premier Deng Xioaping and President Jimmy Carter smile as they face photographers in the Oval Office in Washington on Jan. 29, 1979. (AP Photo, File)
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            Former President Jimmy Carter teaches Sunday school at Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga, on June 8, 2014. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)
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            Former president of Ireland Mary Robinson, background right, looks at former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, center, while visiting a weekly protest in the east Jerusalem neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah, on Oct. 22, 2010. The protest was organized by groups supporting Palestinians evicted from their homes in east Jerusalem by Israeli authorities. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)
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            Former President Jimmy Carter teaches Sunday school at Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga., on Sept. 25, 2009. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Day breaks over the Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga., on Nov. 29, 2023. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            Dr. Martin Luther King Sr., Rosalynn Carter, President Jimmy Carter, Coretta Scott King, Christine Parris King, sister of the late Dr. King, and U.N. Ambassador Andrew Young sing during a reception honoring friends of the Martin Luther King Jr. Center for Social Change in Washington on Oct. 3, 1978. (AP Photo/Barry Thumma, File)
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            Former President Jimmy Carter teaches Sunday School class at Maranatha Baptist Church in his hometown on Aug. 23, 2015, in Plains, Ga. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)
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            Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, left, U.S. President Jimmy Carter, center, and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin, stand at attention as the national anthems of their respective countries are played on the north lawn of the White House in Washington, on Feb. 24, 1979. (AP Photo, File)
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            Georgia Democratic Gov. Jimmy Carter officially announces his candidacy for president in Atlanta on Dec. 12, 1974. (AP Photo/BJ, File)
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            Democratic nominee Jimmy Carter shakes hands with church-goers outside the Plains Baptist Church, in Plains, Ga., on July 18, 1976. (AP Photo/Peter Bregg, File)
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            President Jimmy Carter and Rosalynn Carter chat with Rev. Charles Trentham as they leave the First Baptist Church in Washington on March 20, 1977. (AP Photo/Charles W. Harrity, File)
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            Former President Jimmy Carter teaches Sunday school at Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga., on Nov. 3, 2019. (AP Photo/John Amis, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 15

                                    
                                    Former President Jimmy Carter teaches Sunday school at Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga., on Nov. 3, 2019. (AP Photo/John Amis, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 15 | 
            Former President Jimmy Carter, center, listens to a speech by former President of Costa Rica Rodrigo Carazo Odio, right, at the opening of the Joan B. Kroc Institute For Peace and Justice on the campus of the University of San Diego, in San Diego, on Dec. 6, 2001. (AP Photo/Denis Poroy, File)
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            President Jimmy Carter and Polish First Secretary Edward Gierek shake hands after their formal talks in Warsaw on Dec. 30, 1977. (AP Photo, File)
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            Chinese Vice Premier Deng Xioaping and President Jimmy Carter smile as they face photographers in the Oval Office in Washington on Jan. 29, 1979. (AP Photo, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 15

                                    
                                    Chinese Vice Premier Deng Xioaping and President Jimmy Carter smile as they face photographers in the Oval Office in Washington on Jan. 29, 1979. (AP Photo, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 15 | 
            Former President Jimmy Carter teaches Sunday school at Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga, on June 8, 2014. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 15

                                    
                                    Former President Jimmy Carter teaches Sunday school at Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga, on June 8, 2014. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 15 | 
            Former president of Ireland Mary Robinson, background right, looks at former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, center, while visiting a weekly protest in the east Jerusalem neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah, on Oct. 22, 2010. The protest was organized by groups supporting Palestinians evicted from their homes in east Jerusalem by Israeli authorities. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)
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            Former President Jimmy Carter teaches Sunday school at Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga., on Sept. 25, 2009. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Day breaks over the Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga., on Nov. 29, 2023. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            Dr. Martin Luther King Sr., Rosalynn Carter, President Jimmy Carter, Coretta Scott King, Christine Parris King, sister of the late Dr. King, and U.N. Ambassador Andrew Young sing during a reception honoring friends of the Martin Luther King Jr. Center for Social Change in Washington on Oct. 3, 1978. (AP Photo/Barry Thumma, File)
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                                        PLAINS, Ga. (AP) -- Before reaching the 1978 peace deal between Egypt's Anwar Sadat and Israel's Menachem Begin, Jimmy Carter managed months of intense preparation, high-stakes negotiations at Camp David and a field trip to the Gettysburg battlefield to demonstrate the consequences of war.
But looking back on his most celebrated foreign policy achievement, the 39th president said intricate diplomacy ultimately wasn't the deciding factor.
"We finally got an agreement because we all shared faith in the same God," Carter told biographer Jonathan Alter, as he traced his Christianity, Begin's Judaism and Sadat's Islam to their common ancestor in each religion's sacred texts. "We all considered ourselves the sons of Abraham."
Carter, who died Sunday at 100, was widely known as a man of faith, especially after his long post-presidency became defined by images of the Baptist Sunday School teacher building homes for low-income people and fighting diseases across the developing world.

    


Yet beyond piety and service, the Georgia Democrat stood out from his earliest days on the national stage with unusually prolific, nuanced explanations of his beliefs. Carter quoted Jesus and famous theologians and connected it all to his policy pursuits, living out his own definition of what it means to be a self-professed Christian in American politics.




"Most people go to Washington in search of their own power," said David Gergen, a White House adviser to four presidents. "Carter went to Washington in search of our national soul. That doesn't mean those others didn't have good intentions, but for Jimmy Carter it just seemed like a different purpose."

    


What happened when Carter described his faith to 'Playboy' magazine

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
As a candidate in 1976, Carter described himself as a "born-again Christian." Based on the New Testament, the reference is routine for many Protestants in the South who believe following Jesus means adopting a new version of oneself. To national media and voters unfamiliar with evangelical lexicon, it made Carter a curiosity.
"We saw ourselves as being very much cultural outcasts" as evangelicals in the mid-1970s, said Dartmouth College professor Randall Balmer, who has written extensively on Carter's faith. The evangelical movement had not yet become a political force mostly aligned with Republicans, and "to have someone use our language to describe himself and still be taken seriously as a presidential candidate," Balmer said, "was startling, really."
Carter used the presidency to elevate human rights in U.S. foreign policy, champion environmental conservation and resist military conflict. He criticized American greed and consumerism. He proselytized to other world leaders.
Carter continued the approach for decades thereafter through The Carter Center and its global efforts on peace, democracy and public health. Into his 90s, Carter criticized American militarism and noted one of Jesus's Biblical monikers: "Prince of Peace."
"He carried his faith with him every minute of every day, and he put it to use every single minute of every single day," said Jill Stuckey, a Plains resident and longtime friend of Carter and his wife, Rosalynn, who died in November 2023 at 96.
Carter's faith insisted on public service above politics

    


U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg attended some of Carter's church lessons in Plains, Georgia, and sought the former president's counsel during his own campaign in 2020. He said Carter elevated faith beyond partisan divisions.
"There are a lot of conservatives who seem to use the Bible almost as a weapon or a cudgel, and there are a lot of liberals who seem to use faith mostly as a way to desperately signal that they're not bad people," Buttigieg told The Associated Press. "President Carter demonstrated a third thing -- faith that calls you to make yourself useful to others."
Carter's unabashed evangelism was an outlier in a Democratic Party that grew more secular and pluralistic during his public life. Yet Carter advocated "absolute and total separation of church and state" and opposed public money for religious schools. He admired the Rev. Billy Graham personally, but called it "inappropriate" to invite the nation's leading evangelical to lead White House prayer services, as Graham did for previous administrations.

    


Carter further distinguished himself from many evangelicals by criticizing Israel's treatment of Palestinians and taking liberal stances on race relations, women's rights and, as he grew older, LGBTQ rights. He once described feeling shocked when a "high official" in the Southern Baptist Convention told him in the Oval Office that "we are praying, Mr. President, that you will abandon your secular humanism as your religion."
By his later years, Carter "was happy with the label of 'progressive evangelical,'" Balmer said.

    


How did Carter come to define his faith?
Carter grew up as the son of a deacon in the Southern Baptist Convention, a conservative denomination founded before the Civil War as a regional splinter group that supported slavery. He did not openly question his father's segregationist views or the white supremacist origins of his denomination, and he didn't yet consider himself an evangelical as a young man. But he had exposure to Black evangelical traditions by occasionally visiting St. Mark AME Church, the congregation of the tenant farming families that worked his father's land.
"I could see spirit, sincerity and fervor in their worship services that we lacked in our church in Plains," Carter once wrote.
Decades later, during the Civil Rights Movement, Carter urged his Plains congregation to allow integrated worship, but he and Rosalynn stood virtually alone. Carter was a state senator by then, and notably did not offer such explicit integration advocacy beyond church walls.
After his failed bid for governor in 1966, Carter was "disillusioned with politics and life in general," he wrote. His sister Ruth, a well-known evangelist and faith healer, persuaded him to go on "pioneer missions." The future president knocked on doors to share the gospel in Pennsylvania and in Spanish-speaking neighborhoods of Massachusetts. He came to see these sojourns as a catalyst to "apply my Christian faith much more regularly to my secular life."
Carter spread his gospel to folksingers and communist leaders
Carter even got to share his Christianity with Bob Dylan, in a one-on-one session the iconic folksinger sought with the Georgia governor in 1971.
In 1977, during his first foreign trip as president, Carter was invited by Edward Gierek, Poland's top leader under Moscow's Soviet control, to speak without their aides present, Carter later recalled. Gierek was "somewhat ill at ease" while explaining that he was an atheist in conformity with the Kremlin, but wanted to learn about Christianity. So Carter shared some Christian principles, and "asked him if he would consider accepting Jesus Christ as his personal savior."
Gierek replied that he could not make a public declaration, and "I never knew what his decision was," Carter later wrote. But in 1979, Gierek rebuffed Moscow's orders by allowing newly elected Pope John Paul II to visit his native Poland. The Kremlin deposed Gierek in 1980, but that visit became a seminal moment in John Paul's papacy and his efforts to break the Soviet Union.
At a White House dinner, Carter pressed Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping to allow freedom of worship and Bible ownership and admit American missionaries. Xiaoping allowed the first two but not the latter. Carter in 2018 noted projections that China, by 2025, will have more Protestants than America.
And at Camp David, Carter prayed often and talked openly of faith with Begin and Sadat, unpacking ancient animosities between their religions.
Carter evolved on equal rights and gay marriage 
When the Carters left the White House in 1981, having had enough of the lingering racial tensions at Plains Baptist Church, they transferred to nearby Maranatha Baptist Church, Balmer said. Carter's hometown funeral will take place there after his state service at Washington's National Cathedral.
Carter disaffiliated from Southern Baptists two decades later, at the age of 76, because the denomination's leadership, he said, demeaned women as subservient to men in the home, church and wider society. Carter remained at Maranatha, noting that the congregation's deacons were divided about evenly between the sexes.
"There is one incontrovertible act concerning the relationship between Jesus Christ and women," Carter explained in his final book, "Faith," published in 2018. "He treated them as equal to men, which was dramatically different from the prevailing custom of the times."
Carter had a slower shift on LGBTQ matters. In a 1976 campaign interview with Playboy magazine, he said he considered sexual relations outside of marriage a sin and, thus, could not easily reconcile homosexuality. The answer did not contemplate same-sex marriage as a legitimate civil or religious institution.
Carter asked: 'What would Jesus do?'
As his 75th wedding anniversary approached in 2021, however, Carter had a different view on government- and church-sanctioned marriage for same-sex couples. "I don't have any opposition it," he told AP, declaring himself "very liberal" on any issue "that relates to human rights." Sexuality "will continue to be divisive" within Christianity, he predicted, "but the church is evolving."
Buttigieg, an Episcopalian whose same-sex marriage is recognized by his church, said Carter's willingness to be open about his faith, in all its complexity, provides a "tremendous example" for "a generation of Christians who don't believe that God belongs to any political party."
The Rev. Bernice King, the daughter of slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., praised Carter as a "man of peace and compassion" and argued that for all his books and expositions and Sunday School lessons, the Baptist from Plains hewed to a simple faith. 
"He looked at the life of Jesus Christ and how Christ interfaced and interacted with people," King said. "He wrestled with that as a leader. I think he took serious: 'What would Jesus do? ... What would somebody that is love-centered do?'"
___

This name of a former Chinese leader has been corrected to Deng Xiaoping. The last name was spelled incorrectly in previous versions as Xioaping and Xiaping.
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            Ukraine's president used his New Year's address to the nation to call for unity in the fight against Russian aggression.
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            A view of the business tower Lakhta Centre, the headquarters of Russian gas monopoly Gazprom in St. Petersburg, Russia, April 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, File)
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            A person walks by the monument of the Leninist Komsomol Heroes, a political youth organization in the Soviet Union, in Chisinau, Moldova, Monday, Nov. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, File)
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            A view of the business tower Lakhta Centre, the headquarters of Russian gas monopoly Gazprom in St. Petersburg, Russia, April 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, File)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukraine on Wednesday halted Russian gas supplies to European customers through its pipeline network after a prewar transit deal expired at the end of 2024 and almost three years into Moscow's all-out invasion of its neighbor. 
Even as Russian troops and tanks moved into Ukraine in February 2022, Russian natural gas kept flowing through the country's pipeline network -- set up when Ukraine and Russia were both part of the Soviet Union -- to Europe, under a five-year agreement.
Russia's state-owned energy giant Gazprom earned money from the gas and Ukraine collected transit fees.
Ukraine's energy minister, Herman Halushchenko, confirmed Kyiv had stopped the transit "in the interest of national security."
"This is a historic event. Russia is losing markets and will incur financial losses," Halushchenko said Wednesday on the Telegram messaging app. "Europe has already decided to phase out Russian gas, and (this) aligns with what Ukraine has done today." 

    


At a summit in Brussels last month, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy vowed that Kyiv would not allow Moscow to use the transits to earn "additional billions ... on our blood, on the lives of our citizens." However, he briefly held open the possibility of the gas flows continuing if payments to Russia were withheld until the war ends.




Gazprom said in a statement Wednesday it "has no technical and legal possibility" of sending gas through Ukraine, due to Kyiv's refusal to extend the deal.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Before the war, Russia supplied nearly 40% of the European Union's pipeline natural gas. Gas flowed through four pipeline systems, one under the Baltic Sea, one through Belarus and Poland, one through Ukraine and one under the Black Sea through Turkey to Bulgaria.
After the war started, Russia cut off most supplies through the Baltic and Belarus-Poland pipelines, citing disputes over a demand for payment in rubles. The Baltic pipeline was blown up in an act of sabotage, but details of the attack remain murky.

    


The Russian cutoff caused an energy crisis in Europe. Germany had to shell out billions of euros to set up floating terminals to import liquefied natural gas that comes by ship, not by pipeline. Users cut back as prices soared. Norway and the United States filled the gap, becoming the two largest suppliers.
Europe viewed the Russian cutoff as energy blackmail and has outlined plans to completely eliminate Russian gas imports by 2027. 
Zelenskyy said Wednesday that halting the transits would see Moscow lose "one of the most profitable and geographically accessible markets" for its gas. In a post on X, he said Russia was "resorting to cynical blackmail of partners."
Russia's share of the EU pipeline natural gas market dropped sharply to about 8% in 2023, according to data from the EU Commission. The Ukrainian transit route served EU members Austria and Slovakia, which long got the bulk of their natural gas from Russia but have recently scrambled to diversify supplies. 
Gazprom halted supplies to Austria's OMV in mid-November over a contractual dispute, but gas flows through Ukraine's pipelines continued as other customers stepped in. Slovakia this year inked deals to begin buying natural gas from Azerbaijan, and also to import U.S. liquefied natural gas through a pipeline from Poland.

    


Among the hardest-hit will be EU candidate country Moldova, which was receiving Russian gas via Ukraine and has brought in emergency measures as residents brace for a harsh winter and looming power cuts. 
Separately from Kyiv's decision to let the transit deal expire, Gazprom said last month it will halt gas supplies to Moldova starting on Jan. 1, citing unpaid debt. Gazprom has said Moldova owes close to $709 million for past gas supplies, a figure the country has fiercely disputed. 
Heating and hot water supplies were abruptly cut off Wednesday to households in Transnistria, Moldova's breakaway region that has for decades hosted Russian troops, as Russian natural gas stopped flowing to the territory, local transit operator Tiraspoltransgaz-Transnistria said. 

    


In an online statement, the company urged residents to gather household members together in a single room, hang blankets over windows and balcony doors, and use electric heaters. It said some key facilities, including hospitals, were exempt from the cuts. 
On Dec. 13, Moldova's parliament voted in favor of imposing a state of emergency in the energy sector, as fears mounted that the gas shortages could trigger a humanitarian crisis in Transnistria, for decades dependent on Russian energy supplies. 
Many observers have predicted that the looming energy shortage could force people in the separatist territory to travel to Moldova proper, seeking basic amenities to get through the harsh winter and placing further strain on resources. 
Moldova, Ukraine and EU politicians have repeatedly accused Moscow of weaponizing energy supplies. 

    


On Wednesday, Polish Foreign Minister Radek Sikorski called Ukraine's move to halt supplies a win for those opposed to the Kremlin's policies. In a post on X, Sikorski accused Moscow of systematic attempts to "blackmail Eastern Europe with the threat of cutting off gas supplies," including through a Baltic pipeline bypassing Ukraine and Poland and running directly to Germany. 
Slovakian Prime Minister Robert Fico claimed Wednesday the end of gas flows via Ukraine "will drastically affect us all in the EU but not Russia."
Fico, whose views on Russia have sharply differed from the European mainstream, has previously criticized Kyiv's refusal to extend the transit deal, and threatened to end electricity supplies to Ukraine in response. 
Moscow can still send gas to Hungary, as well as non-EU states Turkey and Serbia, through the TurkStream pipeline across the Black Sea.
The steady reduction of Russian gas supplies to European countries has also spurred them to hasten the integration of Ukraine's energy grids with its neighbors to the west.
Last week, private Ukrainian energy utility DTEK said it had received its first shipment of liquefied natural gas from the U.S., delivered through a newly expanded network spanning six countries from Greece to Ukraine -- a significant step in reducing regional dependence on Russian energy.

Separately, overnight into New Year's Day, Russia launched a drone strike on Kyiv that left two people dead under the rubble of a damaged building, according to the city administration. At least six people were wounded across the Ukrainian capital, according to Mayor Vitali Klitschko.
Russian shelling also killed a man and wounded two women in Ukraine's southern city of Kherson, regional authorities reported. 
___
Kozlowska reported from London. Associated Press writers Derek Gatopoulos in Athens, Greece, and Karel Janicek in Prague contributed to this report.
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            U.S. President-elect Donald Trump spoke with reporters on Tuesday night, on his way into his New Year's party at his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida.
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            President-elect Donald Trump speaks to reporters before a New Year's Eve party at Mar-a-Lago, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Melania Trump looks on as President-elect Donald Trump speaks to reporters before a New Year's Eve party at Mar-a-Lago, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            President Joe Biden, holding the hand of his grandson Beau Biden, walks down the steps of Air Force One at Philadelphia International Airport in Philadelphia, Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024, as they return to Wilmington, Del., following their vacation in the U.S. Virgin Islands.(AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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                                        PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- President-elect Donald Trump said Tuesday that he's planning to attend the funeral of former President Jimmy Carter. 
Asked about it as he walked into a New Year's Eve party at his Mar-a-Lago club in Florida, Trump responded, "I'll be there." Pressed on whether he'd spoken to members of Carter's family, Trump said he'd rather not say. 
Funeral services honoring Carter, who died Sunday at 100, will be held in Georgia and Washington, beginning Jan. 4 and concluding Jan. 9.
Trump was a frequent and fierce critic of Carter on the campaign trail ahead of November's election, using the rising inflation rates of the 1970s to unfavorably compare President Joe Biden to Carter and his administration. 
But the president-elect was gracious about the former president in posts on his social media site after Carter's death Sunday, writing that the nation "owed him a debt of gratitude." 

    


"While I strongly disagreed with him philosophically and politically, I also realized that he truly loved and respected our Country, and all it stands for," Trump wrote of Carter. "He worked hard to make America a better place, and for that I give him my highest respect."




Wearing a tuxedo as he entered the festivities, Trump took a few minutes of questions from reporters on various topics. He was asked about the possibility of a ceasefire in Israel's war with Hamas in Gaza, but said only, "We're going to see what happens." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The president-elect added of hostages seized more than a year ago by Hamas, "I'll put it this way: They better let the hostages come back soon."
Trump also said he thought 2025 would be a "great year" and "we're going to do fantastically well as a country."
"There's a whole light over the whole world, not just our country. They're a lot of happy people," Trump said of recent weeks. 
Asked about his resolutions for the new year, Trump said, "I just want everybody to be happy, healthy and well."

    


Trump later took the stage to briefly address the crowd ringing in the new year at Mar-a-Lago and promised "to do a great job as your president." 

Biden, for his part, spent New Year's Eve celebrating the wedding of his niece Missy Owens in Greenville, Delaware, followed by the reception in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. Biden and first lady Jill Biden cut short their traditional holiday trip to the U.S. Virgin Islands to attend the ceremony.
__
Associated Press writer Darlene Superville in Greenville, Delaware, contributed.
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            Relatives of the victims of a fatal plane fire in South Korea on Wednesday visited Muan airport, the site of the disaster. All but two of the 181 people aboard the Boeing 737-800 operated by South Korean budget airline Jeju Air died in Sunday's crash. (AP video by Johnson Lai)
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            Mourners wait to pay tribute to the victims of a plane fire at a memorial altar at Muan International Airport in Muan, South Korea, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Kim Sun-woong/Newsis via AP)
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            Relatives of passengers on a plane which skidded off a runway and burst into flames, react at Muan International Airport in Muan, South Korea, Monday, Dec. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, FILE)
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            Relatives of passengers on a plane which skidded off a runway and burst into flames, are seen near the site of a plane crash at Muan International Airport in Muan, South Korea, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Lee Jin-wook/Yonhap via AP)
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            Buses carrying relatives of passengers on a plane which skidded off a runway and burst into flames, are seen near the site of a plane crash at Muan International Airport in Muan, South Korea, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Kim Sun-woong/Newsis via AP)
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            The first sunrise on New Year's day is seen near the site of a plane crash at Muan International Airport in Muan, South Korea, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Son Hyung-ju/Yonhap via AP)
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            Mourners wait to pay tribute to the victims of a plane fire at a memorial altar at Muan International Airport in Muan, South Korea, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Kim Sun-woong/Newsis via AP)
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            Relatives of passengers on a plane which skidded off a runway and burst into flames, are seen near the site of a plane crash at Muan International Airport in Muan, South Korea, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Lee Jin-wook/Yonhap via AP)
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            Buses carrying relatives of passengers on a plane which skidded off a runway and burst into flames, are seen near the site of a plane crash at Muan International Airport in Muan, South Korea, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Kim Sun-woong/Newsis via AP)
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            The first sunrise on New Year's day is seen near the site of a plane crash at Muan International Airport in Muan, South Korea, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Son Hyung-ju/Yonhap via AP)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Grieving relatives of the victims of the South Korea plane crash gathered at the site to pay respects to their loved ones on New Year's Day, as officials said they've extracted data from one of the retrieved black boxes to find the exact cause of the crash.
All but two of the 181 passengers and crew on board the Boeing 737-800 operated by Jeju Air died when it crashed at Muan International Airport, in southern South Korea, on Sunday. 
Video showed the aircraft without its landing gear deployed landing on its belly at high speed and then skidding off the end of the runaway into a concrete fence and bursting into flames. The footage showed the plane was experiencing an apparent engine problem in addition to the landing gear malfunction. 
Investigators say the pilot received a warning from air traffic controllers of possible bird strikes and the plane issued a distress signal before the crash. 

    


The Transport Ministry said in a statement Wednesday that it has completed works to extract data from the cockpit voice recorder -- one of the two black boxes recovered from the wreckage. It said the data would be converted into audio files. A damaged flight data recorder will be sent to the United States for an analysis, the ministry added. 




All of the victims were South Korean, except for two Thais nationals, with many returning from Bangkok after Christmas holidays.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The bereaved families visited the site on Wednesday for the first time since the crash for an emotional memorial service. They were bused to the site where they took turns laying white flowers. Many knelt and bowed deeply before a memorial table laid with food, including "ddeokguk," a Korean rice cake soup eaten on New Year's Day. 
The Transport Ministry said authorities have completed the complicated process of identifying all 179 victims. It said the government has so far handed over 11 bodies to relatives.

    


The country is observing seven days of national mourning following the deadliest disaster in South Korea's aviation history in decades.
The government has begun safety inspections of all 101 Boeing 737-800s operated by the country's domestic airlines. On Tuesday, a team of U.S. investigators, including representatives from Boeing, examined the crash site.

Officials have said they will consider whether the airport's localizer -- a set of antennas housed in a concrete fence at the end of the runway designed to guide aircraft during landings -- should have been constructed with lighter materials that would break more easily upon impact.
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            Pearl Harbor survivor Harry Chandler, 102, of Tequesta, Fla., speaks to the media during the 82nd Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony on Dec. 7, 2023, at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin, File)
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            Pearl Harbor survivor Harry Chandler, 102, of Tequesta, Fla., leaves the 82nd Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony on Dec. 7, 2023, at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin, File)
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            Pearl Harbor survivors Harry Chandler, 102, left, and Herb Elfring, 101, talk during the 82nd Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony on Dec. 7, 2023, at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin, File)
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            Pearl Harbor survivors Harry Chandler, from left, Ken Stevens, Herb Elfring and Ira "Ike" Schab salute while the national anthem is played during the 82nd Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony on Dec. 7, 2023, at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin, File)
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            Pearl Harbor survivor Harry Chandler, 102, of Tequesta, Fla., attends the 82nd Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony on Dec. 7, 2023, at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin, File)
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- Harry Chandler, a Navy medic who helped pull injured sailors from the oily waters of Pearl Harbor after the 1941 Japanese attack on the naval base, has died. He was 103. 
Chandler died Monday at a senior living center in Tequesta, Florida, according to Ron Mahaffee, the husband of his granddaughter Kelli Fahey. Chandler had congestive heart failure, but Mahaffee said doctors and nurses noted his advanced age when giving a cause of death.
The third Pearl Harbor survivor to die in the past few weeks, Chandler was a hospital corpsman 3rd class on Dec. 7, 1941, when waves of Japanese fighter planes dropped bombs and fired machine guns on battleships in the harbor and plunged the U.S. into World War II. 
He told The Associated Press in 2023 that he saw the planes approach as he was raising the flag that morning at a mobile hospital in Aiea Heights, which is in the hills overlooking the base.

    


"I thought they were planes coming in from the states until I saw the bombs dropping," Chandler said. His first instinct was to take cover and "get the hell out of here." 
"I was afraid that they'd start strafing," he said. 


His unit rode trucks down to attend the injured. He said in a Pacific Historic Parks oral history interview that he boarded a boat to help pluck wounded sailors from the water. 
The harbor was covered in oil from exploding ships, so Chandler washed the sailors off after lifting them out. He said he was too focused on his work to be afraid.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It got so busy you weren't scared. Weren't scared at all. We were busy. It was after you got scared," Chandler said. 
He realized later that he could have been killed, "But you didn't think about that while you were busy taking care of people."
The attack killed more than 2,300 U.S. servicemen. Nearly half, or 1,177, were sailors and Marines on board the USS Arizona, which sank nine minutes after it was bombed. 

    


Chandler's memories came flowing back when he visited Pearl Harbor for a 2023 ceremony commemorating the 82nd anniversary of the bombing. 
"I look out there, and I can still see what's going on. I can still see what was happening," Chandler told The Associated Press.
Asked what he wanted Americans to know about Pearl Harbor, he said: "Be prepared."
"We should have known that was going to happen. The intelligence has to be better," he said.
After the war Chandler worked as a painter and wallpaper hanger and bought an upholstery business with his brother. He also joined the Navy reserves, retiring as a senior chief in 1981.
Chandler was born in Holyoke, Massachusetts, and lived for most of his adult life in nearby South Hadley, Mahaffee said. In recent decades he split his time between Massachusetts and Florida. 
An avid golfer, he shot five hole-in-ones during his lifetime, his grandson-in-law added. 
Chandler had one biological daughter and adopted two daughters from his second marriage, to Anna Chandler, who died in 2004. He is survived by two daughters, nine grandchildren, 17 great-grandchildren and five great-great-grandchildren. 


    


Military historian J. Michael Wenger has estimated that there were some 87,000 military personnel on the island of Oahu the day of the attack. With Chandler's death only 15 are still living, according to a tally maintained by Kathleen Farley, the California state chair of the Sons and Daughters of Pearl Harbor Survivors. 
Bob Fernandez, who served on the USS Curtiss, also died this month, at age 100, and Warren Upton, 105, who served on the USS Utah, died last week. 
----
This story has been corrected to show that Chandler was survived by two daughters, not one.
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) passes against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the first half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) celebrates his touchdown against the Pittsburgh Steelers during the second half of an NFL football game, Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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                                        Nine Baltimore Ravens, including two-time NFL MVP Lamar Jackson and Derrick Henry, were selected for the Pro Bowl Games.
The Detroit Lions are next with seven players and the Minnesota Vikings and Philadelphia Eagles each have six players on the NFC roster.
Patrick Mahomes wasn't selected to the AFC roster for the first time since becoming Kansas City's starting quarterback in his second season. Mahomes, a three-time Super Bowl MVP and six-time Pro Bowl pick, wasn't among five Chiefs chosen. Teammate Travis Kelce made it for the 10th time.
Washington's Jayden Daniels is just the fourth rookie quarterback since 1970 selected to the initial Pro Bowl roster. Raiders tight end Brock Bowers and Rams outside linebacker Jared Verse are the other rookies among 24 players chosen for the first time.
Detroit's Jared Goff is the NFC's starting quarterback and Minnesota's Sam Darnold also made the team. The AFC's starting quarterback is Buffalo's Josh Allen. Jackson and Cincinnati's Joe Burrow are the backups.

    


Philadelphia's Saquon Barkley, who became the ninth player to rush for 2,000 yards, is the NFC's starting running back.




San Francisco's Kyle Juszczyk was selected to his ninth Pro Bowl, the most ever by a fullback. Indianapolis' Quenton Nelson is the third offensive lineman since 1970 to be selected to the Pro Bowl in each of his first seven career seasons.
Cincinnati's Ja'Marr Chase is the fourth wide receiver to be selected in each of his first four seasons. Dallas' Micah Parsons is the first defensive player chosen in each of his first four seasons since Aaron Donald went to 10 straight.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Wide receiver Zay Flowers, safety Kyle Hamilton, cornerback Marlon Humphrey, center Tyler Linderbaum, defensive tackle Nnamdi Madubuike, fullback Patrick Ricard and inside linebacker Roquan Smith are the other Ravens.
Safety Brian Branch, running back Jahmyr Gibbs, center Frank Ragnow, right tackle Penei Sewell, wide receiver Amon-Ra St. Brown and punter Jack Fox join Goff from the Lions.

    


Wide receiver Justin Jefferson, outside linebackers Andrew Van Ginkel and Jonathan Greenard, cornerback Byron Murphy and long snapper Andrew DePaola are the other Vikings.
Right tackle Lane Johnson, center Cam Jurgens and left guard Landon Dickerson, defensive tackle Jalen Carter and inside linebacker Zack Baun are going from Philadelphia. 
The Dolphins, Jets, Titans and Saints are the only teams not represented.
This is the third year of the Pro Bowl Games after the NFL eliminated its full-contact all-star game and replaced it with weeklong skills competitions and a flag football game.

The games will take place at Central Florida and finish with a seven-on-seven flag football game between the AFC and NFC at Camping World Stadium on Feb. 2.
Peyton and Eli Manning again will be head coaches for the two conferences.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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Agnes Keleti, Holocaust survivor and the oldest living Olympic medal winner, dies at age 103
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                    Agnes Keleti, former Olympic gold medal winning gymnast, smiles at her apartment in Budapest, Hungary Wednesday Jan. 8, 2020. (AP Photo/Laszlo Balogh, File)
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                                        BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- Agnes Keleti, a Holocaust survivor and the oldest living Olympic medal winner, has died. She was 103.
Keleti died Thursday morning in Budapest, the Hungarian state news agency reported. She was hospitalized in critical condition with pneumonia on Dec. 25.
She won a total of 10 Olympic medals in gymnastics, including five golds, for Hungary at the 1952 Helsinki Games and the 1956 Melbourne Games. She overcame the loss of her father and several relatives in the Holocaust to become one of the most successful Jewish Olympic athletes.
"These 100 years felt to me like 60," Keleti told The Associated Press on the eve of her 100th birthday. "I live well. And I love life. It's great that I'm still healthy."
Born Agnes Klein in 1921 in Budapest, her career was interrupted by World War II and the cancellation of the 1940 and 1944 Olympics. Forced off her gymnastics team in 1941 because of her Jewish ancestry, Keleti went into hiding in the Hungarian countryside, where she survived the Holocaust by assuming a false identity and working as a maid.

    


Her mother and sister survived the war with the help of famed Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg, but her father and other relatives perished at Auschwitz, among the more than half a million Hungarian Jews killed in Nazi death camps and by Hungarian Nazi collaborators.




Resuming her career after the war, Keleti was set to compete at the 1948 London Olympics, but a last-minute ankle injury dashed her hopes.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Four years later, she made her Olympic debut at the 1952 Helsinki Games at the age of 31, winning a gold medal in the floor exercise as well as a silver and two bronzes. In 1956, she became the most successful athlete at the Melbourne Olympics, winning four gold and two silver medals.

While she was becoming the oldest gold medalist in gymnastics history at age 35 in Melbourne, the Soviet Union invaded Hungary following an unsuccessful anti-Soviet uprising. Keleti remained in Australia and sought political asylum. She then immigrated to Israel the following year and worked as a trainer and coached the Israeli Olympic gymnastics team until the 1990s.
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            United States' Mikaela Shiffrin celebrates after winning a women's World Cup slalom skiing event in Are, Sweden, Sunday, March 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            United States' Mikaela Shiffrin speeds down the course during an alpine ski, women's World Cup slalom, in Gurgl, Austria, Saturday, Nov. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Gabriele Facciotti)
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                                        Mikaela Shiffrin is back in the gym and aiming to be on snow "in the next week or so," the American skiing star said more than a month after suffering a deep puncture wound in her hip area.
The serious injury occurred during a during a crash on Nov. 30 in Killington, Vermont. Shiffrin was nearing the finish of her second run of the giant slalom, chasing a record-extending 100th World Cup win, when she lost an edge and slid into a gate, flipping head over skis.
Shiffrin underwent abdominal surgery in mid-December to clean out the puncture wound.
"Making progress over here...I can move and sweat and use my body which is so exciting!" Shiffrin said on Instagram late Wednesday. "This next phase of recovery is all about getting my strength and conditioning back as much as possible while working within the limitations of my obliques. Long hours of gym/rehab time but it's coming along and I'm so happy with that. Hoping to work into some easy turns on snow in the next week or so.

    


"There's a little ways to go before I'm ready to truly ski with intensity--from a pain and a fitness perspective--but I am psyched with where we're at now," she added.

It remains unclear when the two-time Olympic champion might return to the World Cup circuit, or if Shiffrin will be back in time for the world championships in Saalbach, Austria, in February.
___
AP skiing: https://apnews.com/hub/alpine-skiing
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            Liverpool's coach Arne Slot celebrates his team 3-1 victory over Leicester City at the end of a English Premier League soccer match at the Anfield stadium in Liverpool, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ian Hodgson)
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            Manchester United's head coach Ruben Amorim pulls on his ear after the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Bournemouth at the Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)
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            Liverpool's Mohamed Salah celebrates scoring his side's fifth goal during the English Premier League soccer match at the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium, London, Sunday Dec. 22, 2024. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)
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            Manchester United's Bruno Fernandes gestures in frustration during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Bournemouth at the Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)
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            Manchester United's Bruno Fernandes gestures in frustration during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Bournemouth at the Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)
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                                        MANCHESTER, England (AP) -- Liverpool vs. Manchester United used to be English soccer's fiercest rivalry. Sunday's showdown at Anfield pits two teams going in opposite directions.
Liverpool, top of the Premier League and the Champions League, has its sights on equalling United 's record 20 Premier League titles and more. Liverpool has lost to United just once in seven years in the Premier League, and most recently won 3-0 at Old Trafford in September.
United is closer to the relegation zone than the top in another calamitous campaign which has seen the departure of a manager, a sporting director and the exile of one of its leading players.
The gap between Liverpool and United is widening to the point where one is in contention for a quadruple of trophies and the other is talking about top flight survival. 
How have English soccer's two most successful teams ended up on such differing paths?

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Managerial mistakes 
United has been in alarming decline since winning a record 20th title in Alex Ferguson's final season as manager in 2013. It hasn't come close to winning another since his retirement. Ruben Amorim is the sixth permanent manager hired in the last 11-plus years. 
David Moyes, Louis van Gaal, Jose Mourinho, Ole Gunnar Solskjaer and Erik ten Hag all failed to deliver consistent success and the upheaval from so much managerial change has repeatedly set back United as the club has lurched from one direction to another. 
Amorim has quickly realized the size of the job after six defeats in his last eight games. This week he admitted he could be in a relegation fight.
"It is a possibility," he said. "We have to be clear with our fans."

    


Succession planning
While United has made a mess of trying to replace a managerial great, Liverpool has made it look easy.
Arne Slot took on the unenviable task of filling the void left by Jurgen Klopp at the end of last season and has driven the team to new levels. 
Klopp won a full set of trophies at Anfield and was denied much more success in the Premier League than just the 2020 title only by Pep Guardiola's Manchester City. 
Slot has Liverpool leading the Premier League by six points with a game in hand, the Champions League by three points, and through to the semifinals of the English League Cup. 
Perhaps he has been fortunate to take over when City has gone into freefall but Liverpool's 14 wins from 18 games in the league would be title-challenging form in any season.
Transfers
Billions have been spent at United yet there have been more costly errors than transfer successes.
Superstar signings such as Angel di Maria, Alexis Sanchez, Paul Pogba, Casemiro and Jadon Sancho have proved to be big disappointments. From the last transfer window, signees such as Joshua Zirkzee, Matthijs de Ligt have struggled.
Amorim is likely to have to sell in January if he wants to bring more players in and Marcus Rashford, recently dropped from the team, could be his best chance of raising funds. 
Conversely, Liverpool has been one of the savviest operators in the transfer market over the past decade. When it has spent big, it has generally spent well, with the likes of Virgil van Dijk and Alisson proving pillars of its trophy haul. Mohamed Salah and Andy Robertson were relative bargains.

    


Savvy ownership
Under Fenway Sports Group (FSG), the American conglomerate that also owns the Boston Red Sox, Liverpool became a major force in England and Europe again and ended a 30-year title drought in the Premier League.
The hiring of Klopp was pivotal to that but so was Michael Edwards, the sporting director who was integral to so many transfer successes. He left in 2022 but is back as FSG chief executive of football and helped to guide the transition to Slot. 
United's American owner, the Glazer family, has faced regular fan protests since its leveraged buyout of the club in 2005.
The minority investment by British billionaire Jim Ratcliffe last year sparked optimism. He assumed control of the club's soccer operations but that hasn't gone to plan so far. 
Ten Hag was fired months after signing a contract extension and sporting director Dan Ashworth departed after less than six months. The signings in Ratcliffe's first summer transfer window also look questionable with United 14th in the standings and just seven points above the relegation zone.

    


The future

Liverpool is enjoying an outstanding campaign with big issues to be resolved.

Salah, Van Dijk and Trent Alexander Arnold are out of contract after this season. Salah and Van Dijk are in their 30s and in dispute is the length of contract Liverpool is prepared to offer them. Alexander Arnold, meanwhile, is reportedly a target for Real Madrid.
Amorim's immediate concern is how to turn around United's form. Long term, his squad looks ill-suited to his preferred system.
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            Xander Schauffele hits from the 10th tee during the pro-am round of The Sentry golf event, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, at Kapalua Plantation Course in Kapalua, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            Rickie Fowler hits into the massive simulator screen at the SoFi Center in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla, on Dec. 18, 2024. The 250,000-square-foot complex holds the new TMRW Golf League co-owned by Tiger Woods and Rory McIlroy. The first match is Jan. 7, 2025 in prime time on ESPN. (AP Photo/Doug Ferguson)
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            Wyndham Clark, left, Billy Horschel, center, and Rickie Fowler pose with the SoFi Cup on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024, in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. The trophy goes to the winner of six teams competing in the new TMRW Golf League held in a tech-infused indoor arena. It debuts on Jan. 7, 2025 in prime time on ESPN. (AP Photo/Doug Ferguson)
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                                        PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. (AP) -- Xander Schauffele is making his season debut twice in the span of seven days at venues separated by a lot more than some 5,000 miles.
One is at The Sentry, the season opener on the PGA Tour that starts Thursday on hilly terrain in Maui with endless views of the Pacific Ocean. Schauffele knows what to expect at Kapalua having won the tournament six years ago with a 62 in the final round.
The other starts next Tuesday inside a 250,000-square-foot building on the campus of Palm Beach State College, a technological wonder when it comes to golf and a game that will only look familiar because of the players involved.
This one makes Schauffele curiously excited. 
It's the debut of the TMRW Golf League, a six-team league featuring Tiger Woods and Rory McIlroy among 24 players -- 13 of them major champions -- in fast-paced, two-hour matches to be televised in prime time on ESPN platforms.

    


"I've been in there twice and played a mock match, and there was still a wow factor -- even the second time around with lights and the stadium and really big screens," said Schauffele, who plays for New York Golf Club. 




"It's different from what they'll see from a conventional standpoint."
It's team golf played indoors in the SoFi Center, a combination of simulator golf and actual shots to a huge putting surface that can rotate 360 degrees to change angles and slopes for different shots.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
New York takes on The Bay Golf Club (San Francisco) in the opener Tuesday at 9 p.m. EST. Three players from the four-man teams compete in 15-hole matches -- nine holes of alternate shot and six holes of singles, with each player going two holes.
Woods and his Jupiter Links face Los Angeles on Jan. 14. The schedule was created to mesh with players' tour schedule. The top four teams advance to the playoffs, and the best-of-3 championship series is two weeks before the Masters. 

    


The team winning the SoFi Cup gets $9 million.
TGL is a product of TMRW Sports, the entertainment group of which Woods and McIlroy are co-founders. It hopes to appeal to a new audience, and even traditionalists, in an arena that can hold 1,500 fans. 
Players hit off real grass (or sand, the same used in bunkers at Augusta National) from 35 yards away into a screen 64 feet wide and 53 feet high. Architects have pitched in to design 30 holes that will be used at given times during the competition. For shots 50 yards or closer, players hit actual shots into the green.
The TV window is two hours, and the competition includes a 40-second shot clock. This should move quickly, another element that sets it apart from traditional golf.
"It's nothing like we've ever seen before, especially in golf," McIlroy said. 
"I see this as being complementary to everything else that is going on in the world of golf," he said. "I'm still a traditionalist in a lot of ways. ... But I think there are certain things that we can do to innovate and try to appeal to a different and younger demographic, especially trying to condense it into a time frame that is a little bit more digestible and putting it on at a time where we're maybe going to get a few more eyeballs."

    


TGL is a year behind schedule. It was supposed to debut at the start of 2024 until a power outage caused damage to the inflatable dome structure. With another year to plan, organizers went with a permanent arena that features locker rooms, dazzling lights and the massive screen. Electronic boards on both sides of the screen show the score, shot clock and yardages.
The entire playing area is nearly the size of a football field.
Simulator golf? Billy Horschel (Atlanta Drive GC) says that makes it sound like a gimmick, and he says TGL is more than that.
"We're hitting off real grass, we're hitting real shots. We're playing on some artificial surface, but there's a lot of technology that's gone into this," Horschel said. "We want to make it different than what people are seeing on the golf course. This is supposed to be different. It's supposed to be new, it's supposed to be fast, engaging, in a two-hour window when you're going to be able to see every golf shot.

    


"You're going to be able to see guys more engaging than they would be on a PGA Tour event."
Players will wear microphones. They will be presented with yardage and wind conditions before each shot. Winning a hole is worth one point (no carryovers for a halve).
The six teams are Atlanta Drive, New York, Los Angeles, The Bay (San Francisco), Boston Common and Jupiter Links.
Team ownership has power brokers that include Atlanta Falcons owner Arthur Blank (Atlanta Drive), Fenway Sports Group (Boston), Stephen Curry and former Milwaukee Bucks owner Marc Lasry (Bay) and New York Mets owner Steve Cohen (New York). Serena and Venus Williams are part owners of Los Angeles.
It's night golf, sandwiched between college basketball on Monday and Tuesday nights. It's team golf. And it's indoor golf, the most unusual aspect of all.

    


 "It's a brand new concept, a brand new presentation of golf. There's something exciting about seeing what that's going to be like and being on the ground floor," said Patrick Cantlay, part of the Atlanta Drive team.

"It gives a chance for a different perspective on people watching PGA Tour players," he said. "I think it will be more personable, more action-packed. And I think the stadium they built is extremely impressive -- impressive in person, and an impressive feat of engineering."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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            Arizona State wide receiver Melquan Stovall (5) and Texas defensive back Warren Roberson (24) collide during the first half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Texas linebacker Morice Blackwell Jr. (37) hits Arizona State wide receiver Melquan Stovall (5) during the first half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Arizona State wide receiver Malik McClain (12) runs into the end zone for a touchdown against Texas defensive back Michael Taaffe (16) during the second half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff game, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- The Peach Bowl referee declined to call a targeting penalty late in the fourth quarter for a helmet-to-helmet hit by Texas safety Michael Taaffe that could've given Arizona State a chance to kick a winning field goal in the College Football Playoff quarterfinals Wednesday.
The fourth-ranked Longhorns went on to beat the No. 10 Sun Devils 39-31 in double overtime after Texas squandered a 16-point lead in the final period of regulation.
The big hit by Taaffe came after Texas missed a field goal attempt with 1:39 remaining that left the game tied at 24-all. Taking over, Arizona State faced third-and-15 from its own 38 when Sam Leavitt delivered a short pass over the middle to Melquan Stovall. 
Taaffe arrived about the time Stovall made the 10-yard reception, their helmets clearly hitting, and the Arizona State receiver was left sprawled on the turf.

    


No flag was thrown, but referee Larry Smith of the Big Ten conference halted play to check the replay for possible targeting. As Stovall was being helped off the field, Smith announced there was no penalty, leaving Arizona State with fourth-and-5 at its own 48. 




If targeting had been called, a 15-yard penalty would have given the Sun Devils a first down at the Texas 37. Instead, they punted the ball away.
Arizona State coach Kenny Dillingham argued with the officials on the sideline. It was clear he didn't agree with the call after one of his own players, star defensive back Shamari Simmons, had to sit out the first half after being ejected from the Big 12 championship game for a targeting penalty.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Texas took advantage of Simmons' replacement, Montana Warren, to hit two long passes for a touchdown on its opening possession.
"I'm going to be honest, I don't know what targeting is," Dillingham said. "We lost one of our best players in the first half for targeting, and I just don't know what it is."

    


Targeting generally refers to a player delivering a hit while leading with the crown of his helmet. While Taaffe's helmet undoubtedly hit Stovall's, it didn't appear the Texas player lowered his head.
Dillingham said he's baffled by the targeting rule.
"I don't want to comment on something that I have to get a better grasp on what it is," the coach said. "I just don't quite understand it. I do want to protect the players, though. So whatever rules are put in place to protect the players, I'm all about it."
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Ohio State linebacker Cody Simon (0) sacks Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel (8) during the second half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Oregon head coach Dan Lanning calls out to his players during the first half in the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Ohio State, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel warms up before the quarterfinals of the Rose Bowl College Football Playoff against Ohio State, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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                                        PASADENA, Calif. (AP) -- Oregon withstood many challenges en route to being the only unbeaten team and the top seed in the College Football Playoff.
However, Ohio State's opening flurry on offense and defense in the first half was too much to overcome as the Big Ten champions saw their hopes of a first national championship dashed with a 41-21 loss in the Rose Bowl on Wednesday night.
"It was definitely shocking. They came out and punched us in the mouth. We tried to make adjustments but it was definitely different," defensive back Kobe Savage said.
The Ducks (13-1) fell behind three plays into the game when Ohio State's Jeremiah Smith scored on a 45-yard pass from Will Howard and never recovered.
Oregon gave up scores on six of Ohio State's first seven drives. Offensively, the Ducks got into Buckeyes' territory only once on its first six drives and had four three-and-outs before reaching the end zone the seventh time they had the ball.

    


"We didn't adjust fast enough," coach Dan Lanning said.
Dillon Gabriel had four completions of at least 28 yards in the first half in Oregon's 32-31 victory on Oct. 12. That wasn't the case this time as his first long completion -- a 44-yarder to Traeshon Holden -- didn't come until there were 30 seconds remaining until halftime.




"They dropped eight. First game they played us man. That was their game plan to stop us and they did it to the best of their ability and they succeeded," said receiver Tez Johnson, who had five catches for 32 yards after having seven for 75 in the first game.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ohio State had nine plays (seven passing, two rushing) of at least 15 yards in the first half as it took advantage of miscommunication in Oregon's secondary.
"Every time we had bad eyes or miscommunication they capitalized on those moments," Savage said.
Oregon came into the game leading the Big Ten and ninth in the nation in third-down conversions, but converted only one of four in the first quarter and five of 12 in the first half.

    


Gabriel said the lack of big plays and not being able to stay on the field early ended up being costly.
"You plan to create explosives, be really good on situational football and move the chains that way. We just didn't do that on third down," said Gabriel, who completed 29 of 41 passes for 299 yards and two touchdowns. "They had a great plan, like coach said. But if you don't go get the third you can't move forward."
Gabriel was sacked eight times after having a clean pocket in the first meeting. That was due to Oregon being forced to pass the entire second half and running back Jordan James being injured in the first half.
Evan Stewart, the Ducks' second-leading receiver during the season, did not play because of a back injury he suffered in the Big Ten Championship game against Penn State on Dec. 7. Stewart went through pregame warmups but wasn't cleared by trainers.
"It was very shocking because you got to think at Autzen, it was 7-7, 14-14, 21-21. It was pretty back and forth all game long, so to see 'em run up the score a little bit and us not have too much juice, it was a definitely a different ... It was a different atmosphere we hadn't been in this year, for sure," Stewart said.

    


The Ducks accomplished plenty in their first season in the Big Ten.
Oregon is losing plenty of starters on both sides of the ball, including Gabriel, who transferred from Oklahoma and was a Heisman Trophy finalist.
"I feel like the seniors set a great standard this season just to show how tough you can be and then it can be done. To go undefeated in your first time in a tough conference like the Big Ten," Savage said. "I feel like there's a lot of underclassmen and a lot of young guys that are going to come in and fill those roles and also maintain that standard."
___
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Cam Skattebo's do-it-all offensive show wasn't enough to save Arizona State from a stretch of fourth-down failures against Texas.
Led by Skattebo, the senior running back, Arizona State compiled big advantages in rushing yards, total yards and time of possession. The three fourth-down stops kept the Sun Devils from taking full advantage of their statistical edges in their 39-31 College Football Playoff quarterfinal double-overtime loss to Texas in the Peach Bowl on Wednesday.
"We moved the ball pretty good, actually," Arizona State quarterback Sam Leavitt said. "We just need to have success in the red zone." 
Skattebo was named the game's offensive MVP after finishing with 30 carries for 143 yards with two touchdowns, eight catches for 99 yards and one pass for a 42-yard TD. 
"Skattebo was as advertised," Texas coach Steve Sarkisian said. "He got stronger, it felt like. You could see he was fatigued, too. It was like a heavyweight fight. He made some really critical plays."

    


Skattebo was dominant despite feeling ill on the sideline.
"I threw up," Skattebo said. "Drank too much water too fast and I was kind of feeling sloshy and then felt better after."




Skattebo -- who called himself the country's best running back before the game -- set Arizona State single-season records with 1,711 rushing yards and 21 touchdowns. Woody Green ran for 19 touchdowns in 1972 and Eno Benjamin had the previous rushing record with 1,642 yards in 2018.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Arizona State outgained Texas 510 yards to 375, including a 214-54 advantage on the ground, while running 97 plays. The Sun Devils held the ball for 37:54 -- more than 15 minutes longer than the Longhorns.
Texas (13-2), the CFP No. 5 seed, was favored by 12 1/2 points over Arizona State (11-3), according to BetMGM Sportsbook. The Sun Devils enjoyed a surprising run to the Big 12 championship in their first year in the league following a 3-9 finish in 2023, coach Kenny Dillingham's first season.

    


"That was a battle but when you look back at it we belonged on the football field," Dillingham said. "Some people questioned it."
Dillingham was rewarded for the CFP berth with a five-year contract extension announced late Tuesday night.
"To be honest, I wanted that to be released at a time people weren't going to talk about it," Dillingham said after the game. "I wanted this to be about the guys, the game and the players, so we released it basically at midnight on New Year so it's not in the media because it's not about me."
Skattebo looked surprised as he heard the coach's explanation. "Congratulations. I didn't even know," Skattebo said.
"Exactly," Dillingham said. "It worked."
Asked to describe Arizona State's season, Skattebo said: "Undeniable. We fought through everything all season. ... We gave everything we had and you saw that in the game. We never stopped."
Arizona State had to fight through a second quarter packed with offensive futility. The Sun Devils opened the quarter with Skattebo stopped on a fourth-and-2 run from the Texas 25.

    


After the Longhorns took a 17-3 lead, Arizona State had another drive end with a fourth-down failure. Facing a fourth-and-10 from the Texas 34, Leavitt was sacked by Longhorns safety Michael Taaffe for a loss of 4 yards.
Finally, the Sun Devils' first half ended with yet another frustrating possession. Punter Kanyon Floyd gave Arizona State a lift by completing an unlikely pass to backup defensive tackle Blaen Lono-Wong for 32 yards on a fake punt. The drive ended with Carston Kieffer missing a 36-yard field goal that was tipped by Texas defensive tackle Ethan Burke.
"I take accountability for a lot of stuff that happened," said Leavitt, the freshman who gained attention on Saturday when he said "I'm going to go prove why I'm the better quarterback" than Quinn Ewers of Texas.
There was one additional fourth-down stop on a fourth-and-2 run by Skattebo on the Sun Devils' first possession of the second half before they finally found their offensive flow.
___
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Philadelphia Union hire Bradley Carnell as coach as MLS team tries to return to playoffs
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                    St. Louis City head coach Bradley Carnell, front left, calls to his players from the sideline during the second half of an MLS soccer match against Inter Miami, Saturday, June 1, 2024, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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                                        CHESTER, Pa. (AP) -- The Philadelphia Union named Bradley Carnell as the fourth head coach in the Major League Soccer team's history on Thursday.
The 47-year old Carnell spent two seasons as manager of St. Louis CITY SC and was the team's inaugural head coach. He went 22-15-25 in 62 total regular-season matches. St. Louis led the Western Conference and ranked third in MLS with 62 goals and with a plus-17 goal differential during the 2023 season.
The team lost to Kansas City in the first round of the 2023 playoffs. Carnell was fired during this past season with St. Louis stuck in 12th in the 14-team Western Conference.
Carnell also served as assistant manager as interim head coach with the New York Red Bulls in 2020. He went 6-3-5 in 14 matches to lead New York to its 11th straight postseason appearance and, as an assistant manager, he helped guide the Red Bulls to the 2018 Supporters' Shield.

    


The Union fired Jim Curtin in November. The two-time MLS coach of the year was out after 11 seasons and one league Cup final appearance.
The Union won just nine games this season, finished 12th in the Eastern Conference and missed the MLS Cup playoffs for the first time since 2017.




Carnell also had a short stint as an assistant with Canada's men's national team.

"With knowledge of both MLS and international markets, he is tactically astute and aligned with our sporting strategy," Union sporting director Ernst Tanner said. "His approach emphasizes a high-press style of play while organizing a structured defense. Additionally, he shares the club's vision for developing players. We are confident he will bring a clear sporting philosophy that elevates the team and delivers a competitive season. We look forward to welcoming him to Philadelphia."
___
AP MLS: https://apnews.com/hub/major-league-soccer
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                                        New York at (3-13) at Philadelphia (13-3)
Sunday, 1 p.m., CBS
BetMGM NFL Odds: Eagles by 3 1/2
Against the spread: New York 4-11-1; Philadelphia 10-6
Series record: Eagles lead 91-86-2
Last meeting: Saquon Barkley rushed for 176 yards to lead Philadelphia to a 28-3 victory in New York on October 20, 2024.
Last week: Giants defeated the Colts 45-33 on Sunday in New York. Eagles routed the Cowboys 41-7 in Philadelphia on Sunday.
Eagles offense: overall (6), rush (1), pass (30), scoring (7).
Eagles defense: overall (1), rush (10), pass (1), scoring (T-6).
Giants offense: overall (29), rush (22), pass (27), scoring (31).
Giants defense: overall (24), rush (31), pass (10), scoring (23).
Turnover differential: Giants: minus-7 (T-24); Eagles: plus-10 (T-6)
Eagles player to watch
QB Tanner McKee. The career third-string quarterback will likely start with Jalen Hurts and backup Kenny Pickett sidelined by injuries. McKee threw two touchdown passes and put the finishing touches on a rout against Dallas.

    


Giants player to watch
RB Tyrone Tracy Jr. has 780 rushing yards and ranks third among rookies. He is 527 yards shy of Barkley's franchise record for rushing yards in a season by a rookie, set in 2018.




Key matchup
If Barkley played, it would have been New York's rushing defense vs. Barkley. The Giants are second from the bottom in the NFL by averaging 141.6 rushing yards per game. On paper, it didn't seem like New York could prevent Barkley from passing Dickerson. But Sirianni ensured it wouldn't happen. In Barkley's place, the Giants' rushing defense will be contending with Kenneth Gainwell.

    


Key injuries
Giants: Defensive lineman Armon Watts (knee) was injured in the first half against the Colts last week and didn't return. He underwent surgery and won't play on Sunday, coach Brian Daboll said on Wednesday. C John Michael Schmitz (ankle) and LB Micah McFadden (neck) did not play against Indianapolis. Neither practiced on Wednesday. RT Evan Neal (rib/hip) also didn't practice on Wednesday.
Eagles: QB Jalen Hurts (concussion) did not play last week and missed the final three quarters against Washington the week before after getting injured early against the Commanders. The Eagles held a walkthrough on Wednesday rather than a full practice, but Hurts would not have participated had it been a full practice. Either way, he likely will not play this week to heal up for the playoffs. TE Dallas Goedert (knee), out since December 1, and LB Nakobe Dean (abdominal), who missed last week's game against Dallas, would have been full participants on Wednesday if the Eagles held a full practice rather than a walkthrough. Many starters either didn't participate on Wednesday due to rest and several others were limited participants, as follows: Did not practice: In addition to Barkley, G Mekhi Becton, WR A.J. Brown, G Landon Dickerson, T Lane Johnson, CB Darius Slay, WR DeVonta Smith, OLB Josh Sweat. Limited: LB Zack Baun, S Reed Blankenship, DT Jalen Carter, CB Cooper DeJean, S C.J. Gardner-Johnson, C Cam Jurgens, T Jordan Mailata, CB Quinyon Mitchell and OLB Nolan Smith. Smith also was listed out for a wrist in addition to rest.

    


Series notes
The Giants scored a 56-0 shutout of the Eagles in New York in the first contest between the longtime rivals on October 15, 1933.
Stats and stuff
Giants QB Drew Lock passed for 309 yards and four touchdowns without an interception and ran for a five-yard score in the win over the Colts that snapped a 10-game losing streak. ... The victory over Indianapolis kept the Giants from becoming the first team to go 0-9 at home but also knocked them out of control of the No. 1 overall pick in the upcoming draft. ... New York had six plays of 30 or more yards against Indianapolis. ... Ihmir Smith-Marsette returned a kickoff 100 yards for a score last Sunday. ... WR Malik Nabers has 104 catches for 1,104 yards and 6 touchdowns and is four receptions shy of topping Steve Smith's franchise mark of 107 catches in a season, set in 2009. ... Philadelphia is locked into the No. 2 seed in the NFC and will host either Washington or Green Bay on January 11, 12 or 13 in a wild-card game. If Washington loses Sunday to Dallas and Green Bay beats Chicago, the Commanders are headed to Philadelphia. If the Commanders win and Green Bay loses, the Packers are the No. 7 seed and play the Eagles. ... Philadelphia needs 35 points to eclipse the club record of 477, set in 2022. ... Brown joined Mike Quick (1983-85) as Eagles receivers to reach 1,000-plus receiving yards in three straight seasons last week. Brown stands at 1,079 yards and has gone over 1,000 in each of the last three seasons. ... Baun has a career-high 150 tackles, which ranks third in the NFL. ... Gardner-Johnson has four interceptions in the last four games.

    


Fantasy tip

After letting Barkley leave through free agency and land with NFC East rival Philadelphia, it's likely that the Giants will want to showcase Tracy. The rookie won't get to Barkley's single-season franchise mark of 1,307 rushing yards for a first-year player, but Tracy could get close to 1,000 yards for the season. 
-
More AP NFL coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl and https://twitter.com/AP_NFL
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Polish world-class ski jumper Andrzej Stekala began the new year with a public coming out and a message mourning his partner whom he lost in November. 
The 29-year-old Stekala wrote on his Facebook page that for years he was hiding the truth about being gay for fear it could be destructive for him. On Wednesday, he wrote he wanted his fans and the public to know "who I really am."
"For a long time I wondered if I would ever find the strength to write these words," Stekal said in his post. "For years I lived in the shadow of fear, in hiding, afraid that who I really was could destroy me. I want you to really get to know me. I'm gay."
Stekala added he was mourning the loss of his partner of eight years who died in November. 
His post drew comments of support.

In 2020 and 2021 Stekala was on the Poland team that won bronze medals in world championships in ski jumping in Planica, Slovenia, and Oberstdorf, Germany. In 2021, he also won an individual bronze medal in a World Cup in Zakopane, Poland.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/hub/sports
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            A section of Hindu monks or Sadhus attend a protest rally condemning the recent arrest of prominent Hindu leader Krishna Das Prabhu (picture in back) and the alleged attacks on Hindus in Bangladesh, in Kolkata, India, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Bikas Das)
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                                        DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) -- A court in southeastern Bangladesh on Thursday rejected a plea for bail by a jailed Hindu leader who led large rallies in the Muslim-majority country demanding better security for minority groups.
Krishna Das Prabhu, 39, faces sedition charges after he led huge rallies in the southeastern city of Chattogram. Hindu groups say there have been thousands of attacks against Hindus since early August, when the secular government of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was overthrown. 
Prabhu didn't appear at the hearing, during which Chattogram Metropolitan Sessions Judge Saiful Islam rejected the bail plea, according to Public Prosecutor Mofizul Haque Bhuiyan. Security was tight, with police and soldiers guarding the court.
"He faces serious charges like sedition and others involving the security and sovereignty of our country," Bhuiyan told The Associated Press by phone. "We argued in the court that if he gets bail it could create anarchy as we saw in the past that he triggered violence on the court premises by calling thousands of his supporters to protest. 

    


"So, we moved against his bail plea as we believed that he could misuse his bail." 




Apurba Kumar Bhattacharjee, a lawyer representing Prabhu, said that they would appeal the decision.
The court rejected an earlier request for bail made while Prabhu didn't have lawyers. Lawyers who sought to represent him at that hearing said they were threatened or intimidated, and many of them are facing charges related to the death of a Muslim lawyer during clashes outside the court when Prabhu appeared there shortly after being arrested in Bangladesh's capital, Dhaka, in November.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
For Thursday's hearing, 11 lawyers traveled from Dhaka, arriving and leaving with a security escort.
Hindu groups and other minority groups in Bangladesh and abroad have criticized the interim government led by Nobel peace laureate Muhammad Yunus for undermining their security. Yunus and his supporters said that reports of attacks on Hindus and other groups since August have been exaggerated. 

    


Prabhu's arrest came as tensions spiked following reports of the desecration of the Indian flag in Bangladesh, with some burning it and others laying it on the floor for people to step on. Protesters in India responded in kind.
Prabhu is a spokesman for the Bangladesh Sammilito Sanatan Jagaran Jote group. He was also associated with the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, widely known as the Hare Krishna movement.
Radharamn Das, vice president and spokesman of the group in Kolkata, the capital of India's West Bengal state, told the television station India Today that Prabhu's health is deteriorating.

Das said that the jailed Hindu leader "has become a face of minorities in Bangladesh. The minorities see him as a ray of hope. He represents their voice."
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            North Carolina Gov. Josh Stein, center, takes the oath of office from state Supreme Court Chief Justice Paul Newby, placing his hand on the Hebrew Bible held by Stein's wife, Anna, in the old Senate chamber of the 1840 Capitol Building in Raleigh, N.C. on Wednesday, Jan. 1 ,2025 (AP Photo/Gary D. Robertson)
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            North Carolina's Democratic gubernatorial candidate Josh Stein, right, is introduced by North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper at a primary election night party in Raleigh, N.C., March 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Karl B DeBlaker, File)
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- North Carolina's latest Democratic governor was sworn into office on Wednesday, as Josh Stein succeeded Roy Cooper in a top elected position for the second time in eight years.
During a small ceremony inside the old Senate chamber of the 1840 Capitol building, Stein took the oath from Supreme Court Chief Justice Paul Newby. His wife, Anna, family and friends and state officials watched, including Cooper.
"Today I stand before you humbled by this responsibility, grateful for this opportunity and ready to get to work for you, the people of North Carolina," Stein said in a speech.
By defeating GOP Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson in November by almost 15 percentage points, Stein continued a run of Democrats leading the executive branch in the nation's ninth-largest state, even as Republicans have recently dominated the General Assembly and appellate courts. Democrats have won eight of the last nine gubernatorial elections since 1992.

    


Stein had been attorney general for the past eight years, following Cooper in the elected law-enforcement post.
Cooper was barred by the state constitution from seeking a third consecutive gubernatorial term.




Cooper, who delivered opening remarks, said to his successor: "Governor, this will be the best job you have ever had."
Stein's powers have already been challenged by Republican lawmakers, who last month overrode a Cooper veto of a wide-ranging measure that erodes the governor's authority to manage elections, fill appellate court vacancies and pick his own Highway Patrol commander. Cooper and Stein sued recently to block the Highway Patrol and state election board changes.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Stein made no direct references to the legal battles Wednesday. He praised Cooper's leadership and urged bipartisanship and the rejection of "the politics of division, fear and hate that keep us from finding common ground" to succeed in priorities that he highlighted.

    


"The time is now to build a safer, stronger North Carolina, where our economy continues to grow and works for more people, where our public schools are excellent and our teachers are well paid, where our neighborhoods are safe and our personal freedoms are protected," Stein said.
He also said the state must "act with urgency" to help western North Carolina recover from the historic flooding caused by Hurricane Helene in September, particularly with housing, small businesses and infrastructure. Congress last month approved legislation that will bring at least $9 billion more in storm aid to North Carolina.
Stein planned Thursday to announce in Asheville executive orders to support Helene recovery efforts.
Stein, 58, grew up in Charlotte and Chapel Hill, the son of a noted civil rights lawyer. He graduated from Harvard Law School and gained notice as the campaign manager for John Edwards when he was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1998. He also served as a Raleigh-area senator before being elected attorney general for the first time in 2016.
Stein, who is the state's first Jewish governor, placed his hand for the oath Wednesday on an 1891 edition of the Tanakh, the Hebrew Bible provided by a woman whose ancestors settled in Charlotte and later in Statesville in the 1850s, according to Stein's office.

    


Stein and Cooper then participated in the formal transfer of an historic embossing device that creates the state seal -- a symbol of the governor's authority.
Wednesday's ceremony of close to 100 people was livestreamed. A larger, outdoor inauguration for Stein and other elected members of the Council of State is set for Jan. 11.

Since the state constitution says their terms begin Jan. 1, many council members took formal oaths Wednesday including new Lt. Gov. Rachel Hunt, State Auditor Dave Boliek and Superintendent of Public Instruction Mo Green.
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            Arnold Ruutel stands outside the Estonia Concert Hall where delegates assembled in Tallinn, Friday, Sept. 21, 2001. (AP Photo/Peeter Langovits, File)
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                                        TALLINN, Estonia (AP) -- Arnold Ruutel, the last communist leader of Soviet Estonia and the Baltic country's second president after the restoration of independence, has died. He was 96.
The office of the President of Estonia, Alar Karis, announced on its website that Ruutel had died on Tuesday. 
A trained agriculturalist, Ruutel was almost 50 when, in 1977, he began serving in high-ranking positions within the communist party of the Soviet republic of Estonia. In 1983, he was elected chairman of the republic's supreme council, becoming the highest-ranking communist official in Estonia.
Soon, however, Ruutel was using his position to prepare for Estonia's split from the Soviet Union, which had occupied the tiny European country on the Baltic Sea in 1940. In November 1988, Ruutel was a key figure in preparing a declaration of independence, with full sovereignty following three years later.

    


In the newly independent Estonia, which inherited a sizable ethnic Russian minority as part of its Soviet legacy, Ruutel advocated social democratic policies and support for farmers, and in 1994 he helped form the People's Union, a left-leaning party that took part in several ruling coalitions.





Ruutel was elected president in 2001, succeeding the highly popular Lennart Meri and serving the next five years while shepherding the Baltic nation into NATO and the European Union in 2004. He sought reelection for a second five-year term but was defeated by Toomas Hendrik Ilves in 2006.
Ruutel will be buried with full state honors, Estonian public broadcaster ERR reported on Wednesday. It did not give a date for the funeral. 
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British rapper Stormzy banned from driving for using phone behind wheel of his Rolls-Royce
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                    Stormzy performs at the Reading Music Festival, England, Friday, Aug. 27, 2021. (AP Photo/Scott Garfitt, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British rapper Stormzy was banned from driving for nine months on Thursday after admitting he drove his Rolls-Royce through London while using his phone. 
The 31-year-old, whose real name is Michael Ebenazer Owuo Jr., is known for bringing the grime genre of rap into the commercial mainstream. His debut "Gang Signs and Prayer" won album of the year at the Brit Awards in 2018, where he was named best male British solo artist -- an honor he won again in 2020. 
His record on the road, however, isn't good, a judge said at Wimbledon Magistrates' Court. 
District judge Andrew Sweet said that Stormzy's actions were "dangerous and irresponsible."
Stormzy previously put "vulnerable road users at risk" when he drove a Lamborghini Urus with illegally tinted windows, prosecutor Alice Holloway said. The windows only allowed 4% light transmission -- a tiny fraction of the 70% required for tinting.

    


Stormzy, who wasn't in court for the hearing, pleaded guilty in writing to the cellphone driving charge from March. He had previously admitted to the 2023 tinting offense and also had a record of speeding. 


The rapper was also fined 2,010 pounds ($2,500) and penalty points were added to his license.
Defense lawyer Peter Csemiczky said that Stormzy apologized and accepted responsibility.

Driving bans are handed down regularly in England for traffic offenses. They can be discretionary or mandatory for using a phone while driving, depending on the nature of the offense. 
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Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex, returns to Instagram and posts a New Year's video
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                    Meghan Markle arrives at the Paley Honors Fall Gala on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024, at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex, is starting the new year with her first Instagram account since 2020.
The Associated Press confirmed Wednesday that @meghan belongs to the Duchess of Sussex. Her first post is a black and white video of herself at the beach, wearing white and drawing 2025 in the sand on an overcast day. The account already has more than 200,000 followers. 
Meghan and Prince Harry, the Duke of Sussex, were married in 2018, and were initially part of @KensingtonRoyal, which also included Harry's brother, Prince William, and his wife, Kate, the Princess of Wales. But a year later, Meghan and Harry launched their own account, @SussexRoyal, a sign of their growing distance from the royal family. @SussexRoyal was discontinued in 2020, around the time that Meghan and Harry announced they were stepping back from their official roles. 

    


Meghan, who had a popular Instagram account when she was best known for her role in "Suits," had indicated she would return. In a 2022 interview with New York Magazine's The Cut, she confided: "Do you want to know a secret? I'm getting back ... on Instagram." 

At other times, she sounded reluctant to return to Instagram, citing concerns about harassment. In 2023, Meghan and Harry urged social media platforms to strengthen content-moderation policies, saying that some apps could damage the mental health of young people.
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Golden Globes 2025: Who's nominated, hosting, presenting, the honorees, what they'll eat and more
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                    Chef Nobu Matsuhisa attends a media preview for the 82nd Golden Globes on Monday, Dec. 9, 2024, at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif. The 82nd Golden Globes will be held on Sunday, Jan. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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                                        BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) -- The Golden Globes will return Sunday with major star appeal thanks to a slew of big name nominees, including Zendaya, Timothee Chalamet, Angelina Jolie, Daniel Craig, Denzel Washington, Ariana Grande and more. 
Nominations for the 82nd awards ceremony were made last month. The show will be televised by CBS and streamed on Paramount+. 
Here's key things to know about the ceremony:
Who's hosting the Golden Globes?
Comedian and actor Nikki Glaser was chosen to host next year's ceremony. 
Glaser has made a name for herself as a riotously sharp wit, especially at roasts, including recently for Tom Brady, who she needled for his complex love life and his one-time advocacy of crypto. She earned an Emmy nomination for her latest special, "Someday You'll Die" for HBO, which dealt with everything from offering to pay for her friends' abortions to her darkest porn habits.
Glaser cited Tina Fey, Amy Poehler and Ricky Gervais as inspirations. She'll follow last year's host Jo Koy, who was slammed by critics for a fumbled opening monologue and a rushed pace throughout.




Who's nominated for Golden Globes this year? 
Jacques Audiard's audacious musical "Emilia Perez," about a Mexican drug lord who undergoes gender affirming surgery, leads all nominees with 10. 
That put it ahead of other contenders like the musical smash "Wicked," the papal thriller "Conclave" and the postwar epic "The Brutalist."
"The Apprentice," about Donald Trump as a young man, also landed nominations for its two central performances, by Sebastian Stan as Trump and Jeremy Strong as Roy Cohn.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"The Bear" leads all television nominees with five.
With his 11th nomination, Denzel Washington is the most-nominated Black performer at the Globes. 
Steve Martin is nominated for the four straight year in the best television actor in a musical or comedy series category for "Only Murders in the Building." The nomination marks his ninth overall and could be his first-ever Globes win. 

    


There are 26 first-time nominees including Grande, Dakota Fanning, Glaser, Seth Meyers, Zoe Saldana and Pamela Anderson -- who surprisingly earned a nod for "The Last Showgirl."
The embattled Globes, which are no longer presented by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association, are still in comeback mode after years of scandal and organizational upheaval.
You can see a full list of nominees here: https://apnews.com/hub/golden-globe-awards
Who is presenting?
A ton of starry people: Andrew Garfield, Anthony Mackie, Anthony Ramos, Anya Taylor-Joy, Ariana DeBose, Aubrey Plaza, Auli`i Cravalho, Awkwafina, Brandi Carlile, Catherine O'Hara, Colin Farrell, Colman Domingo, Demi Moore, Dwayne Johnson, Edgar Ramirez, Elton John, Gal Gadot, Glenn Close, Jeff Goldblum, Jennifer Coolidge, Kaley Cuoco, Kate Hudson, Kathy Bates, Ke Huy Quan, Kerry Washington, Margaret Qualley, Melissa McCarthy, Michael Keaton, Michelle Yeoh, Miles Teller, Mindy Kaling, Morris Chestnut, Nate Bargatze, Nicolas Cage, Rachel Brosnahan, Rob McElhenney, Salma Hayek Pinault, Sarah Paulson, Seth Rogen, Sharon Stone, Vin Diesel, Viola Davis and Zoe Kravitz.

    


What are the Golden Globes?
The Globes are the first major ceremony of the awards season. They're not exactly an Oscar bellwether, but they're known for a few things: being a boozy, sometimes irreverent party and a glamourous gathering of the biggest television and film stars.
A Globes win can help build momentum for a movie or actor's Oscar campaign. As the first televised awards show of the year, they get ahead of similar ceremonies like the Screen Actors Guild and Critics Choice Awards and are nearly two months before the Oscars, which this year will be held on March 2. 
Double nominees please
Stan, Kate Winslet and Selena Gomez are all double nominees. 
Gomez is up for both best performance by a female actor in a supporting role for "Emilia Perez" and best performance by a female actor in a television musical or comedy series for "Only Murders in the Building."
Winslet is nominated for both best performance by a female actor in a drama for "Lee" and best performance by a female actor in a limited anthology series for television for "The Regime."
Stan earned a nod for both best performance by a male actor in a drama for "The Apprentice" and best performance by a male actor in a musical or comedy for "A Different Man."

    


Who will receive the Golden Globes' Cecil B. DeMille award?
Viola Davis will be honored with the Cecil B. DeMille Award for her decorated career, starring in an array of powerful roles from " Fences " to " The Woman King."
The actor has won praise for a string of compelling characters in films such as "The Help," " Ma Rainey's Black Bottom " and "Doubt," while captivating TV audiences through the legal thriller drama "How to Get Away with Murder."
The DeMille Award has been bestowed to 69 of Hollywood's greatest talents. Past recipients include Tom Hanks, Jeff Bridges, Oprah Winfrey, Morgan Freeman, Meryl Streep, Barbra Streisand and Sidney Poitier.

    


Who's the next Carol Burnett award honoree?
The Golden Globes are raising a glass to former "Cheers" star Ted Danson by naming him the Carol Burnett Award honoree.
Danson, a three-time Globes winner, has been a fixture on TV since he broke out as Boston bartender Sam Malone on NBC's comedy "Cheers." His other credits include "The Good Place," "Mr. Mayor," "Fargo," "CSI" and "CSI: Cyber," "Damages" and "Becker." 
Danson currently stars in Netflix's "A Man on the Inside," which earned his first nomination since 2008 and 13th overall. 
The Carol Burnett Award was inaugurated in 2019 and is presented to an honoree who has "made outstanding contributions to television on or off screen." 
Past recipients include Norman Lear, Ryan Murphy and Ellen DeGeneres. The first was Burnett herself.
Danson and Viola Davis will be praised at a gala dinner Friday at the Beverly Hilton Hotel. For the first time, the Globes will host a separate event dedicated to both awards.
What will stars eat at the Globes?

The Golden Globes, known as the "party of the year," will bring back the celeb-beloved Nobu Restaurants group. 
Chef Nobu Matsuhisa returns with several signature dishes, highlighted by The Gold Standard Roll -- sushi that includes king crab inside, topped with salmon, gold flakes and caviar, and yuzu sauce on the side. The dish is served in the restaurant for $77.

Other dishes from Matsuhisa include seaweed tacos, yellowtail jalapenos, sashimi salad, black cod and three pieces of tuna, white fish and salmon sushi. 
"This is kind of like harmony with the caviars and, jalapenos," said Matsuhisa, who served signature Japanese food at the ceremony last year. 
___
For more coverage of the 2025 Golden Globe Awards, visit: https://apnews.com/hub/golden-globe-awards
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Remains found near Michigan music fest site, 6 years after fan disappeared
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                                        ROTHBURY, Mich. (AP) -- Authorities are trying to identify human remains discovered near the site of an annual music festival in northern Michigan, the same area where a Detroit-area man disappeared while attending the event in 2018.
"A positive identification of the remains cannot be made at this time pending autopsy results and further investigation," state police said on X.
Investigators were sent Monday to a wooded area near Rothbury in Oceana County, site of the popular Electric Forest music festival. Forensic anthropologists from Western Michigan University also joined the effort.
State police have not offered an update since Tuesday.
Kevin Graves, 28, was last seen at Electric Forest in 2018. After some tension with a girlfriend, he said he was returning to his tent, investigators said. 

Police at the time searched with dogs and dozens of volunteers, while divers checked area lakes. In 2023, a billboard with Graves' picture urged festival visitors to call police with any tips.
"Whatever it takes," his father, Gary Graves, said at the time. "I don't care if I go broke. I'm gonna keep trying my best."
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            This image provided by U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia shows a stockpile of homemade explosives Federal agents seized when they arrested Brad Spafford, a Virginia man on a firearms charge in Dec. 2024. (U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia via AP)
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            This image provided by U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia shows a stockpile of homemade explosives Federal agents seized when they arrested Brad Spafford, a Virginia man on a firearms charge in Dec. 2024. (U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia via AP)
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            This image provided by U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia shows a rifle seized when they arrested Brad Spafford, a Virginia man on a firearms charge in Dec. 2024. (U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia via AP)
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            This image provided by U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia shows a stockpile of homemade explosives Federal agents seized when they arrested Brad Spafford, a Virginia man on a firearms charge in Dec. 2024. (U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia via AP)
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            This image provided by U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia shows a stockpile of homemade explosives Federal agents seized when they arrested Brad Spafford, a Virginia man on a firearms charge in Dec. 2024. (U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia via AP)
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            This image provided by U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia shows a stockpile of homemade explosives Federal agents seized when they arrested Brad Spafford, a Virginia man on a firearms charge in Dec. 2024. (U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 8 | 
            This image provided by U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia shows a stockpile of homemade explosives Federal agents seized when they arrested Brad Spafford, a Virginia man on a firearms charge in Dec. 2024. (U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia via AP)
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            This image provided by U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia shows a stockpile of homemade explosives Federal agents seized when they arrested Brad Spafford, a Virginia man on a firearms charge in Dec. 2024. (U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia via AP)
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            This image provided by U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia shows a rifle seized when they arrested Brad Spafford, a Virginia man on a firearms charge in Dec. 2024. (U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of Virginia via AP)
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                                        NORFOLK, Va. (AP) -- Federal agents found one of the largest stockpiles of homemade explosives they have ever seized when they arrested a Virginia man on a firearms charge last month, according to a court filing by federal prosecutors. 
Investigators seized more than 150 pipe bombs and other homemade devices when they searched the home of Brad Spafford northwest of Norfolk in December, the prosecutors said in a motion filed Monday. The prosecutors wrote that this is believed to be "the largest seizure by number of finished explosive devices in FBI history."
Most of the bombs were found in a detached garage at the home in Isle of Wight County, along with tools and bomb-making materials including fuses and pieces of plastic pipe, according to court documents. The prosecutors also wrote: "Several additional apparent pipe bombs were found in a backpack in the home's bedroom, completely unsecured," in the home he shares with his wife and two young children. 

    


Spafford, 36, was charged with possession of a firearm in violation of the National Firearms Act. Law enforcement officers allege he owned an unregistered short barrel rifle. Prosecutors said that he faces "numerous additional potential charges" related to the explosives. 




Defense attorneys argued in a motion Tuesday that authorities haven't produced evidence that he was planning violence, also noting that he has no criminal record. Further, they question whether the explosive devices were usable because "professionally trained explosive technicians had to rig the devices to explode them." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"There is not a shred of evidence in the record that Mr. Spafford ever threatened anyone and the contention that someone might be in danger because of their political views and comments is nonsensical," the defense lawyers wrote. 
Messages were left Wednesday seeking further comment from the defense lawyers who signed the motion, Lawrence Woodward and Jerry Swartz. 

    


The investigation began in 2023 when an informant told authorities that Spafford was stockpiling weapons and ammunition, according to court documents. The informant, a friend, told authorities Spafford had disfigured his hand in 2021 while working on homemade explosives. Prosecutors said he only has two fingers on his right hand. The informant told authorities that Spafford was using pictures of the president, an apparent reference to President Joe Biden, for target practice and that "he believed political assassinations should be brought back," prosecutors wrote.
Numerous law enforcement officers and bomb technicians searched the property on Dec. 17. The agents located the rifle and the explosive devices, some of which had been hand-labeled as "lethal" and some of which were loaded into a wearable vest, court documents state. Technicians detonated most of the devices on site because they were deemed unsafe to transport, though several were kept for analysis. 
At a hearing Tuesday, federal Magistrate Judge Lawrence Leonard determined that Spafford could be released into house arrest at his mother's home but agreed to keep him detained while the government files further arguments. 


    


In response, prosecutors reiterated why they believe Spafford is dangerous, writing that "while he is not known to have engaged in any apparent violence, he has certainly expressed interest in the same, through his manufacture of pipe bombs marked 'lethal,' his possession of riot gear and a vest loaded with pipe bombs, his support for political assassinations and use of the pictures of the President for target practice."
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Man pushed onto NYC subway tracks recovering while suspect is charged with attempted murder
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                    Police officers patrol the F train platform at the Coney Island-Stillwell Avenue Station, Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A man who was shoved onto subway tracks ahead of an incoming train in New York City on New Year's Eve is expected to make a full recovery, a relative said, while the person accused of pushing him was being held without bail Thursday on attempted murder and assault charges.
Joseph Lynskey, 45, was standing on the platform in the West 18th Street station in Manhattan's Chelsea neighborhood on Tuesday afternoon when another man pushed him onto the tracks as a 1 train approached. Police called it a random attack.
Lynskey's condition has been upgraded from critical to stable, police said.
Christopher Lynskey, told The Daily News that his brother's injuries include a skull fracture and broken ribs, but he is awake and talking at Bellevue Hospital.
"He's good," said Christopher Lynskey, who flew in from Florida to see his brother. "He's busted up a little bit, but he's going to make a full recovery."

    


A police department statement said responding officers were told Lynskey was struck by the train. Authorities did not say how Lynskey escaped with just broken bones. 
While a direct hit with a train is often fatal, some who fall from New York City's platforms do manage to survive. Safety experts say if it's not possible to get back on a platform or outrun a slowing train, lying down in the trough between the tracks may work in some stations, and there might be a space between the train and the platform at some stops.


Kamel Hawkins, 23, was taken into custody later that day and made his initial court appearance in Manhattan Wednesday, when a judge approved a request by prosecutors to detain the Brooklyn resident without bail pending his next court appearance on Monday.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Hawkins already had pending assault and harassment charges in Brooklyn, where he is accused of throwing bleach on a woman and trying to break into her home after threatening her, according to prosecutors.

    


Hawkins' lawyer in the subway case, Darryl Hairston, did not immediately return a phone message Thursday. His lawyer in the Brooklyn case, Jeremy Gross, said he had no immediate comment.
Hawkins' father, Shamel Spencer, told The New York Times that he's stunned by the allegations. He said Hawkins had some troubles with the law, but he never thought his son would be charged with anything so violent.
"He's not a bad kid at all," Spencer said.
The possibility of being pushed onto the tracks is a long-running nightmare for many New Yorkers. While it occurs rarely compared to the millions of rides each day, a push just this past March killed a person in East Harlem.

In New York, personal safety in the subway is generally comparable to safety in the city as a whole. But life-threatening crimes such as stabbings and shoves spread alarm about the trains, which carried more than 1 billion riders in 2024.
Police figures show major crimes on subways were down through November compared with the same period last year, but killings rose from five to nine. 
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            A state trooper stands by New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Cars drive up to the top of the Feldberg mountain near Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday evening, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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            A cut-out of president-elect Donald Trump is displayed on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            A bird flies framed by security fencing in front of the U.S. Capitol, which has been put up in a perimeter around the complex, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            A migrant carries a child through Tapachula, Chiapas state, Mexico, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, as part of a caravan of migrants trying to reach the U.S. border. (AP Photo/Edgar H. Clemente)
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            People stand outside their homes at a residential area as members of the new security forces take part in an operation to detain, according to the state media, militiamen affiliated with ousted president Bashar Assad in Homs, Syria, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Poland's Iga Swiatek celebrates after defeating Britain's Katie Boulter in their quaterfinal match at the United Cup tennis tournament in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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            A man crosses the street on a rainy and windy day in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 21 | 
            Matthias Hauswirth of New Orleans prays on the street near the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 21 | 
            A black flag with white lettering lies on the ground rolled up behind a pickup truck that a man drove into a crowd on Bourbon Street in New Orleans, killing and injuring a number of people, early Wednesday morning, Jan. 1, 2025. The FBI said they recovered an Islamic State group flag, which is black with white lettering, from the vehicle. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Security personnel gather at the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Members of the FBI walk around Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Pope Francis kisses a wooden statuette of the infant Jesus at the end of a mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Canda-Leigh Habonimana dips in the waters of Gatineau Park's Meech Lake in Chelsea, Que., during a polar bear dip on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Justin Tang /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Women talk on a street surrounded by buildings that were destroyed during the civil war at the district of Khalidiya in Homs, Syria, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Crows sit on a branch of a tree as the sun rises on a winter morning in Chennai, India, Wednesday, Jan.1, 2025. (AP Photo/Mahesh Kumar A.)
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            Sikh devotees pray while standing in the pond surrounding the Golden Temple, the holiest shrine for the Sikhs, on New Year's Day in Amritsar, India, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Prabhjot Gill)
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            Arizona State wide receiver Melquan Stovall (5) and Texas defensive back Warren Roberson (24) collide during the first half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Stefan Kraft, of Austria, soars through the air during his second round jump at the second stage of the 73rd Four Hills ski jumping tournament in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            A couple kiss after the ball drops in New York's Times Square, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            The northern lights appear over homes in Anchorage, Alaska, on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen)
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            A state trooper stands by New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Cars drive up to the top of the Feldberg mountain near Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday evening, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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            A cut-out of president-elect Donald Trump is displayed on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 21

                                    
                                    A cut-out of president-elect Donald Trump is displayed on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in New York's Financial District Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 21 | 
            A bird flies framed by security fencing in front of the U.S. Capitol, which has been put up in a perimeter around the complex, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            A migrant carries a child through Tapachula, Chiapas state, Mexico, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, as part of a caravan of migrants trying to reach the U.S. border. (AP Photo/Edgar H. Clemente)
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            People stand outside their homes at a residential area as members of the new security forces take part in an operation to detain, according to the state media, militiamen affiliated with ousted president Bashar Assad in Homs, Syria, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Poland's Iga Swiatek celebrates after defeating Britain's Katie Boulter in their quaterfinal match at the United Cup tennis tournament in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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            A man crosses the street on a rainy and windy day in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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            Matthias Hauswirth of New Orleans prays on the street near the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            A black flag with white lettering lies on the ground rolled up behind a pickup truck that a man drove into a crowd on Bourbon Street in New Orleans, killing and injuring a number of people, early Wednesday morning, Jan. 1, 2025. The FBI said they recovered an Islamic State group flag, which is black with white lettering, from the vehicle. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Security personnel gather at the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Members of the FBI walk around Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Pope Francis kisses a wooden statuette of the infant Jesus at the end of a mass in St. Peter's Basilica at The Vatican on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Canda-Leigh Habonimana dips in the waters of Gatineau Park's Meech Lake in Chelsea, Que., during a polar bear dip on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (Justin Tang /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Women talk on a street surrounded by buildings that were destroyed during the civil war at the district of Khalidiya in Homs, Syria, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Crows sit on a branch of a tree as the sun rises on a winter morning in Chennai, India, Wednesday, Jan.1, 2025. (AP Photo/Mahesh Kumar A.)
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            Sikh devotees pray while standing in the pond surrounding the Golden Temple, the holiest shrine for the Sikhs, on New Year's Day in Amritsar, India, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Prabhjot Gill)
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            Arizona State wide receiver Melquan Stovall (5) and Texas defensive back Warren Roberson (24) collide during the first half in the quarterfinals of a College Football Playoff, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Stefan Kraft, of Austria, soars through the air during his second round jump at the second stage of the 73rd Four Hills ski jumping tournament in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            A couple kiss after the ball drops in New York's Times Square, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            The northern lights appear over homes in Anchorage, Alaska, on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen)
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            A state trooper stands by New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 29 | 
            A man uses a power washer on Toulouse street a day after a vehicle was driven into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Matthias Hauswirth of New Orleans prays on the street near the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            4 of 29 | 
            This undated passport photo provided by the FBI on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, shows Shamsud-Din Bahar Jabbar. (FBI via AP)
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            5 of 29 | 
            A coroner's van leaves the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            6 of 29 | 
            Miembros del FBI caminan por la calle Bourbon en una investigacion sobre una camioneta que arrollo a peatones alli, el miercoles 1 de enero de 2025, en Nueva Orleans. (AP Foto/Matthew Hinton)
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            7 of 29 | 
            A damaged door stands on Bourbon Street after members of the FBI and bomb squad detonated a suspicious package during the investigation after a pickup truck rammed into a crowd of revelers early on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            8 of 29 | 
            People react at the intersection of Bourbon Street and Canal Street during the investigation after a pickup truck rammed into a crowd of revelers early on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 29 | 
            Georgia and Notre Dame fans react at the intersection of Bourbon Street and Canal Street during the investigation after a pickup truck rammed into a crowd of revelers early on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            10 of 29 | 
            A man left a bouquet of flowers at the intersection of Bourbon Street and Canal Street during the investigation after a pickup truck rammed into a crowd of revelers early on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            11 of 29 | 
            Edward Bruski, center, is emotional at the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            12 of 29 | 
            Liz Cowart uses her phone to call a car to the airport from the French Quarter after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            13 of 29 | 
            FBI agents work on Bourbon street on Wednesday afternoon, Jan. 1, 2025, near the Four Points by Sheraton hotel in the French Quarter of New Orleans. (Jess Knazs via AP)
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            14 of 29 | 
            A black flag with white lettering lies on the ground rolled up behind a pickup truck that a man drove into a crowd on Bourbon Street in New Orleans, killing and injuring a number of people, early Wednesday morning, Jan. 1, 2025. The FBI said they recovered an Islamic State group flag, which is black with white lettering, from the vehicle. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            15 of 29 | 
            FBI members examine the scene on Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            16 of 29 | 
            Members of the FBI walk around Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 29 | 
            Members of the FBI apply crime scene tape on Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            18 of 29 | 
            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Emergency personnel work the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            19 of 29 | 
            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            20 of 29 | 
            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            21 of 29 | 
            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            22 of 29 | 
            A cyclist passes a police barricade near the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            23 of 29 | 
            Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            24 of 29 | 
            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            25 of 29 | 
            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            26 of 29 | 
            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            27 of 29 | 
            New Orleans mayor LaToya Cantrell makes a statement after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            28 of 29 | 
            Superintendent of Police for the New Orleans Police Department Anne Kirkpatrick makes a statement after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            29 of 29 | 
            Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A state trooper stands by New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            A man uses a power washer on Toulouse street a day after a vehicle was driven into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                    A man uses a power washer on Toulouse street a day after a vehicle was driven into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 29 | 
            Matthias Hauswirth of New Orleans prays on the street near the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                    Matthias Hauswirth of New Orleans prays on the street near the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            4 of 29 | 
            This undated passport photo provided by the FBI on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, shows Shamsud-Din Bahar Jabbar. (FBI via AP)
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            5 of 29 | 
            A coroner's van leaves the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                    A coroner's van leaves the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon streets, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            6 of 29 | 
            Miembros del FBI caminan por la calle Bourbon en una investigacion sobre una camioneta que arrollo a peatones alli, el miercoles 1 de enero de 2025, en Nueva Orleans. (AP Foto/Matthew Hinton)
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            7 of 29 | 
            A damaged door stands on Bourbon Street after members of the FBI and bomb squad detonated a suspicious package during the investigation after a pickup truck rammed into a crowd of revelers early on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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                                    A damaged door stands on Bourbon Street after members of the FBI and bomb squad detonated a suspicious package during the investigation after a pickup truck rammed into a crowd of revelers early on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            People react at the intersection of Bourbon Street and Canal Street during the investigation after a pickup truck rammed into a crowd of revelers early on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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                                    People react at the intersection of Bourbon Street and Canal Street during the investigation after a pickup truck rammed into a crowd of revelers early on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Georgia and Notre Dame fans react at the intersection of Bourbon Street and Canal Street during the investigation after a pickup truck rammed into a crowd of revelers early on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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                                    Georgia and Notre Dame fans react at the intersection of Bourbon Street and Canal Street during the investigation after a pickup truck rammed into a crowd of revelers early on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            10 of 29 | 
            A man left a bouquet of flowers at the intersection of Bourbon Street and Canal Street during the investigation after a pickup truck rammed into a crowd of revelers early on New Year's Day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            11 of 29 | 
            Edward Bruski, center, is emotional at the scene where a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            12 of 29 | 
            Liz Cowart uses her phone to call a car to the airport from the French Quarter after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            13 of 29 | 
            FBI agents work on Bourbon street on Wednesday afternoon, Jan. 1, 2025, near the Four Points by Sheraton hotel in the French Quarter of New Orleans. (Jess Knazs via AP)
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            14 of 29 | 
            A black flag with white lettering lies on the ground rolled up behind a pickup truck that a man drove into a crowd on Bourbon Street in New Orleans, killing and injuring a number of people, early Wednesday morning, Jan. 1, 2025. The FBI said they recovered an Islamic State group flag, which is black with white lettering, from the vehicle. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            FBI members examine the scene on Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Members of the FBI walk around Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Members of the FBI apply crime scene tape on Bourbon Street during the investigation of a truck fatally crashing into pedestrians on Bourbon Street in the French Quarter in New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Emergency personnel work the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            The FBI investigates the area on Orleans St and Bourbon Street by St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter where a suspicious package was detonated after a person drove a truck into a crowd earlier on Bourbon Street on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            A cyclist passes a police barricade near the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            25 of 29 | 
            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    26 of 29

                                    
                                    Emergency services attend the scene after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            New Orleans mayor LaToya Cantrell makes a statement after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Superintendent of Police for the New Orleans Police Department Anne Kirkpatrick makes a statement after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Emergency services attend the scene on Bourbon Street after a vehicle drove into a crowd on New Orleans' Canal and Bourbon Street, Wednesday Jan. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Tennessee is refusing to release its new execution manual. Here is why it matters
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                    Ricky Bell, warden at Riverbend Maximum Security Institution, gives a tour of the prison's execution chamber in Nashville, Tenn., Oct. 13, 1999. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Just days after Tennessee announced it had a new manual for executing death row inmates, the state's top prison officials said they aren't going to release the document to the public. 
The Tennessee Department of Correction last week told The Associated Press to file a public records request to obtain a copy of the latest execution manual, known as a protocol. However, the agency this week denied the AP's request, saying it needs to keep the entire document secret to protect the identities of the executioner and other people involved.
The decision to maintain secrecy differs from how the state has handled similar requests in the past, but mirrors efforts across the U.S. to suppress public access surrounding executions, especially after anti-death penalty activists used records to expose problems.
Here's what to know:




What is an execution protocol?
The protocol is typically a detailed set of procedures describing how the state executes death row inmates. Tennessee had been operating under a 2018 protocol that included directions on selecting execution team staff and the training they should undergo. It explained how lethal injection drugs should be procured, stored and administered. It gave instructions on the inmate's housing, diet and visitation in the days leading up to execution. It provided directions on how to choose media witnesses. 
For lethal injection, the 2018 protocol required a series of three drugs administered in sequence. 
The new version unveiled last week requires only a single dose of pentobarbital. But that is all that is known about the revised protocol.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
What reason does Tennessee give for not releasing the new protocol?
In an email sent Monday, Tennessee correction spokesperson Kayla Hackney told the AP the "protocol is not a public record" and cited a Tennessee statute that makes the identities of the people carrying out executions confidential. 
However, that same statute says the existence of confidential information in a record is not a reason to deny access to it, noting that the confidential information should be redacted. 

    


What has Tennessee done in the past? 

In 2018, Tennessee's correction agency provided a redacted copy of the protocol to an AP reporter over email. 
In 2007, a previous version of the protocol was treated as a public record and provided to the AP after former Gov. Phil Bredesen, a Democrat, announced a surprise halt to executions. A reporter's review of that 100-page "Manual of Execution" found a jumble of conflicting instructions that mixed new lethal-injection instructions with those for electrocution. 
Why did Tennessee update its protocol?
Executions have been on hold in Tennessee since 2022, when the state admitted it had not been following the 2018 protocol. Among other things, the Correction Department was not consistently testing the execution drugs for potency and purity. 
An independent review of the state's lethal injection practice later found that none of the drugs prepared for the seven inmates executed since 2018 had been fully tested. Later, the state Attorney General's Office conceded in court that two of the people most responsible for overseeing Tennessee's lethal injection drugs "incorrectly testified" under oath that officials were testing the chemicals as required.

    


So what's with all the secrecy? 

Executions in the U.S. have remained at historic lows for years, but the small group of states still carrying out the death penalty have only increased the secrecy surrounding the procedures, particularly over how and where the state secures the drugs used for lethal injections. 
Many states argue that secrecy is critical to protect the safety of those involved in the execution process. Yet in a 2018 report, the Washington-D.C.-based nonprofit Death Penalty Information Center found that this argument often led to these states refusing to provide information about the qualifications of their execution teams and some courts have criticized such arguments for lack of evidence that more public disclosure would result in threats against prison officials. 

Kelley Henry, chief of the federal public defender's habeas unit that represents many of Tennessee's death row inmates, described the state's refusal to release the new protocol, given that background, as "mystifying."

    


"The secrecy, which cloaked the former execution protocol, created a culture of incompetence and lack of accountability," she said in an email. 
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Los Angeles County Sheriff's computer dispatch system remains down since New Year's Eve
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                    A roll of police tape is left on the windshield of a Los Angeles County sheriff's vehicle in the parking lot of its training academy in Whittier, Calif., Nov. 16, 2022. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The archaic computer dispatch system for the nation's largest sheriff's department remained out of commission on Thursday after crashing on New Year's Eve, forcing deputies to handle all calls by radio, authorities said.
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department officials first learned about the problem around 8 p.m. Tuesday, when deputies at several sheriff's stations were unable to log in to the mobile computers in their patrol cars, the department said in a statement.
The department said its computer-aided dispatch program -- known as the CAD -- was "not allowing personnel to log on with the new year, making the CAD inoperable."
"As a result, the Department is currently operating on self-dispatch while the issue is being addressed. Calls for service are still being responded to and are being manually tracked at the station level," the statement said.

    


Service remains uninterrupted and radio communications and 911 lines are fully operational, officials said.
It wasn't clear Thursday what caused the problem or how long it will take to fix. Department officials didn't immediately respond to an email inquiring if there's any indication the outage resulted from a malicious attack.




The department has faced challenges with outdated technology for years. Since taking office in December 2022, Sheriff Robert Luna has "emphasized the urgent need to improve and upgrade our internal systems." In mid-2023, the department formally requested proposals to acquire a new, centralized CAD system. This week's statements haven't said where the modernization effort stands.

On Wednesday, ex-Sheriff Alex Villanueva posted on the social media site X a 2022 letter to the L.A. County Board of Supervisors requesting funding for a new computer-aided dispatch system. The letter said the existing system was so old it couldn't comply with data collection requirements.
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US unemployment claims fall to 211,000, the lowest level since March
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                    A help wanted sign is displayed at a restaurant in Chicago, Ill., Nov. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The number of Americans applying for unemployment checks dropped last week to the lowest level since March, suggesting that suggest most U.S. workers continue to enjoy unusually high job security.
Jobless claims dropped by 9,000 to 211,000 last week, the Labor Department reported Thursday. The four-week average of claims, which strips out week-to-week ups and downs, fell by 3,500 to 223,250.
The overall numbers receiving unemployment benefits fell by 52,000 to 1.84 million, the lowest since September.
Thomas Simons and Sam Saliba, economists at Jefferies, called the drops "encouraging'' in a commentary but cautioned that seasonal adjustments around the holidays can throw off the numbers.
The U.S. job market has cooled considerably from the red-hot hiring days of 2021-2023 when the economy was bounding back from COVID-19 lockdowns. 

    


Through November, employers added an average of 180,000 jobs a month in 2024, down from 251,000 in 2023, 377,000 in 2022 and a record 604,000 in 2021. Still, even the diminished job creation is solid and a sign of resilience in the face of high interest rates. 




When the Labor Department releases hiring numbers for December on Jan. 10, they're expected to show that employers added 160,000 jobs last month. 
The weekly jobless claims numbers are a proxy for layoffs, and those have remained below pre-pandemic levels. The unemployment rate is at a modest 4.2%, though that is up from a half century low 3.4% reached in 2023.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
To fight inflation that hit four-decade highs two and a half years ago, the Federal Reserve raised its benchmark interest rates 11 times in 2022 and 2023. Inflation came down -- from 9.1% in mid-2022 to 2.7% in November, allowing the Fed to start cutting rates. But progress on inflation has stalled in recent months, and year-over-year consumer price increases are stuck above the Fed's 2% target.


    


At its December meeting, the Fed went ahead and cut its benchmark interest rate for the third time in 2024. But the central bank's policymakers signaled that they're likely to be more cautious about future rate cuts: They projected just two in 2025, down from the four they had envisioned in September.
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Stock market today: Wall Street slips to kick off 2025 as Tesla drags
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                    The New York Stock Exchange is shown in New York's Financial District on Dec. 31, 2024. American flags flew at half-staff there following the death of former U.S. president Jimmy Carter. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stock indexes are falling Thursday to start 2025.
The S&P 500 was down 0.7% in afternoon trading after rising as much as 0.9% earlier. It's coming off a four-day losing streak, its longest since early September, which dimmed the end of its stellar 2024.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average was down 273 points, or 0.6%, as of 12:51 p.m. Eastern time, after an earlier gain of 360 points disappeared. The Nasdaq composite was 0.8% lower. 
Stocks of the smallest companies did better than the rest of the market, as they often do when optimism is rising about the U.S. economy. They can get a larger benefit than big multinationals, and the Russell 2000 index of small stocks rose 0.1% after a report said fewer U.S. workers applied for unemployment benefits last week than economists expected. 
It's the latest signal that the job market remains remarkably solid despite high interest rates brought by the Federal Reserve in recent years to stifle inflation. After surprising doubters by avoiding a recession last year, the hope is that the U.S. economy can continue growing in 2025 after the Fed reduced the pressure on it by recently lowering interest rates. 

    


Several Big Tech stocks, which have been leading Wall Street for most of the last few years, were doing well. Nvidia, whose chips are powering the world's move into artificial-intelligence technology, rose 1% after following up its nearly 240% surge in 2023 with a better than 170% jump last year.




Some investors and analysts are counting on the AI rush to continue, even though critics say it's sent prices for some stocks too high too quickly. As the calendar flips to a new year, Wedbush analyst Dan Ives says it's the "same tech playbook in year 3 of this tech AI driven bull market," for example. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Such optimism, of course, can also make contrarians feel nervous. 
A measure of how heavily Wall Street analysts are recommending stocks is at its highest level since early 2022, according to Bank of America strategist Savita Subramanian. She says the measure has been a reliable contrarian indicator in the past, and it's just a bit shy of triggering a signal to sell for those who are leery when much of Wall Street rushes in the same direction. 

    


One member of the group of vaunted Big Tech stocks known as the "Magnificent Seven," Tesla, slumped after it disclosed it delivered fewer vehicles in the last three months of 2024 than analysts expected. The electric-vehicle company's stock fell 6.9%. 
In the bond market, Treasury yields edged higher. The yield on the 10-year Treasury rose to to 4.58% from 4.57% late Tuesday. 
In stock markets abroad, indexes fell 2.2% in Hong Kong and 2.7% in Shanghai after a survey of factory managers showed Chinese activity expanding at a slower pace in December. New orders, employment and business sentiment weakened. 
Upbeat talk by Chinese leader Xi Jinping in a New Year's address did little to raise optimism among investors who are hoping for more aggressive action to support the world's second-largest economy and boost stock prices. 

    


"We have adopted a full range of policies to make solid gains in pursuing high-quality development. China's economy has rebounded and is on an upward trajectory," Xi said in a New Year message, according to the official Xinhua News Agency.
Stock indexes were mostly higher elsewhere in Asia and Europe. 

Commodity prices rallied. A barrel of benchmark U.S. crude oil rose 2.3% to $73.39, while Brent crude, the international standard, gained 2% to $76.17. 
Natural gas climbed 3.5%, and gold added 1% to $2,667.10 per ounce. 
___
AP Business Writer Yuri Kageyama contributed. 
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Home of former top NYPD official searched amid allegations he demanded sex for overtime pay
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                    Former NYPD Chief of Department Jeffrey Maddrey attends a press conference, Friday, Dec. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Law enforcement officers on Thursday searched the home of a former top New York City police official who resigned late last month after being accused of demanding sex from a subordinate in exchange for opportunities to earn extra pay.
Authorities executed search warrants at several locations, including the home of Jeffrey Maddrey, the highest-ranking uniformed officer in the NYPD, Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch said.
"At my direction, the Internal Affairs Bureau of the New York City Police Department is working with law enforcement authorities to investigate allegations against former Chief of Department Jeffrey Maddrey," the statement said.

Maddrey's accuser was the NYPD's top earner in fiscal year 2024, according to payroll data, pulling in more than $400,000. More than half was overtime pay. In her federal Equal Employment Opportunity Commission complaint, she claimed Maddrey engaged in "quid pro quo sexual harassment" by coercing her to "perform unwanted sexual favors in exchange for overtime opportunities."
Maddrey, through his lawyer, described it as a "consensual, adult relationship" and denied allegations of sexual misconduct. 
Tisch directed questions to the U.S. Attorney's office, which declined to comment. 
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A drop in groundwater could mean big trouble for a tiny snail as Nevada lithium project presses on

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


        

        
        
            
                    This photo provided by Lynne Buckner shows a Kings River pryg, a springsnail found in 13 isolated springs around Thacker Pass, 200 miles northeast of Reno, Nev., April 7, 2022. (Lynne Buckner via AP, File)
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                                        RENO, Nev. (AP) -- Opponents of the nation's largest lithium mine under construction want U.S. officials to investigate whether the project in Nevada already has caused a drop in groundwater levels that could lead to extinction of a tiny snail being considered for endangered species protection. 
Environmentalists and Native American activists are demanding that the U.S. Interior Department address what they say is new evidence that bolsters their concerns about Lithium Americas' planned open pit mine at Thacker Pass. The footprint of mine operations will span about 9 square miles (23 square kilometers).
The fate of the snail takes center stage after a federal judge and an appeals court dismissed a previous attempt by Native American tribes to get federal agencies to recognize the sacred nature of the area. The tribes argued that the mine would infringe on lands where U.S. troops massacred dozens of their ancestors in 1865.

    


Now, Western Watersheds Project and the group known as People of Red Mountain argue in a notice of intent to sue that the government and Canada-based Lithium Americas are failing to live up to promises to adequately monitor groundwater impacts. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    


They say it's alarming that an analysis of groundwater data from a nearby well that was conducted by Payton Gardner, an assistant professor of hydrogeology at the University of Montana, shows a drop in the water table of nearly 5 feet (1.5 meters) since 2018. Nevada regulators say they have no information so far that would confirm declining levels but have vowed to monitor the situation during the mine's lifespan.

    


No water, no snail 
Not much bigger than a grain of rice, the Kings River pyrg has managed to survive in 13 isolated springs within the basin surrounding the mine site. It's the only place in the world where the snail lives.
In some cases, the tiny creatures require only a few centimeters of water. But the margin for survival becomes more narrow if the groundwater system that feeds the springs begins to drop, said Paul Ruprecht, Nevada Director for Western Watersheds Project.
"Even slight disruptions to its habitat could cause springs to run dry, driving it to extinction," he said.
Western Watersheds Project and the other opponents say the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is violating the Endangered Species Act by failing to rule in a timely fashion on a 2022 petition to list the snail as threatened or endangered. The allegations outlined in the opponents' notice follow requests for federal biologists to investigate whether groundwater drawdowns are being caused by exploratory drilling and other activities and whether there have been impacts to the springs.
Without protection, Ruprecht fears the snail "will become another casualty of the lithium boom."
The Fish and Wildlife Service is conducting a review of the snail's status, but the agency declined to comment on the requests for an investigation into the groundwater concerns.

    


Poised to lead in lithium production 
Efforts to mine gold and other minerals in Nevada and other parts of the West over the decades have spurred plenty of legal skirmishes over potential threats to wildlife and water supplies. Lithium is no exception, as demand for the metal critical to making batteries for electric vehicles is expected to continue to climb exponentially over the next decade.
President Joe Biden made increased production of electric vehicles central to his energy agenda, and the U.S. Energy Department last year agreed to loan Lithium Americas more than $2 billion to help finance construction at Thacker Pass. On Dec. 23, Lithium Americas announced it had concluded a joint venture with General Motors Holdings LLC to develop and operate the mine.
The mine 200 miles (322 kilometers) north of Reno is the biggest in the works and closest to fruition in the U.S., followed by Ioneer's Rhyolite Ridge project near the California line halfway between Reno and Las Vegas.
And the Bureau of Land Management announced in late December that it was seeking comments on another proposed project in northeastern Nevada. Surge Battery Metals USA wants to explore for lithium in Elko County.

    


Monitoring groundwater
Ruprecht said reports filed by Lithium Americas' environmental consultant with state regulators show the company no longer has permission to access private lands where several monitoring wells are located. That makes it harder to tell if flows have been impacted by past drilling, he said. 
Nevada regulators say they approved changes in 2024 to the monitoring plan to account for the loss of access to wells on private land.
Prior data showed groundwater levels had remained stable from the 1960s to 2018. Construction started at the site in 2023.
The Bureau of Land Management's approval of the mine acknowledged some reduction in groundwater levels were possible but not for decades, and most likely would occur only if state regulators granted the company permission to dig below the water table.


    


Lithium Americas spokesman Tim Crowley said it appears the mine's opponents are "working to re-spin issues that have previously been addressed and resolved in court." He pointed to 10 years of data collection by the company indicating the snail would not be affected by the project.
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TCU hires Mike Buddie from Army as its new athletic director

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                              
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                        FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) -- Mike Buddie is the new athletic director at TCU, the school announced Wednesday.
Buddie comes to the school from Army where he served in the same position since 2019. During his tenure, he led Army's athletics programs to new heights. Football earned a College Football Playoff ranking in 2024 as the Black Knights won a program record 12 games, a mark that ties for the most in a season by any service academy in history.
"TCU is building a world class executive team to take us to our next level of excellence in educating future generations of Horned Frogs. We were looking for an individual who would honor our mission to educate ethical leaders and share our focus on student and community success," said President Daniel W. Pullin. "Amongst a cohort of stellar candidates, we found in Mike a leader who is on point with our strategic plan, who exemplifies the values, character and innovative approach that will continue to elevate athletic excellence as a priority."

    


Buddie led unprecedented facilities improvements and innovative investments in the Black Knights' programs, highlighted by a $170 million Michie Stadium Preservation Project that is the most ambitious private, gift-funded construction project in the history of the United States Military Academy.




He also secured football-only membership in the American Athletic Conference in 2024 as Army went undefeated to win the league championship in its debut season.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"There's no place like TCU -- the perfect mix of excellent academic reputation, unbeatable campus experience, and sports that pack a punch," said Buddie. "I'm honored to join an organization that is committed to its mission and values but doesn't shy away from prioritizing winning."
Former AD Jeremiah Donati left TCU for South Carolina last month.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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Power is restored to nearly all of Puerto Rico after a major blackout
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                    A utility pole with loose cables towers over a home in Loiza, Puerto Rico, Sept. 15, 2022. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo, File)
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                                        BAYAMON, Puerto Rico (AP) -- Power was restored to nearly all electrical customers across Puerto Rico on Wednesday after a sweeping blackout plunged the U.S. territory into darkness on New Year's Eve.
By Wednesday afternoon, power was back up for 98% of Puerto Rico's 1.47 million utility customers, said Luma Energy, the private company overseeing transmission and distribution of power in the archipelago. Lights returned to households as well as to Puerto Rico's hospitals, water plants and sewage facilities after the massive outage that exposed the persistent electricity problems plaguing the island.
Still, the company warned that customers could still see temporary outages in the coming days. It said full restoration across the island could take up to two days. 
"Given the fragile nature of the grid, we will need to manage available generation to customer demand, which will likely require rotating temporary outages," Juan Saca, president of Luma Energy, said in a statement.

    


The lights went off in Puerto Rico at 5:30 a.m. on Tuesday, darkening almost the entire archipelago as people prepared to ring in the New Year. Authorities are still investigating the cause of the outage, but Luma Energy said a preliminary review pointed to a failure in an underground electric line in the south of the territory. 




Governor-elect Jenniffer Gonzalez Colon, who is set to take office on Thursday, warned that customers might experience interruptions in the coming days, with power plants not yet operating at maximum capacity. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"These days, I urge you to be moderate with your energy consumption to help reduce load shifting, so that more people can have access to electricity and the system can start up without any major setbacks," Gonzalez Colon said on social media platform X.
On the campaign trail, Gonzalez Colon had promised to appoint an "energy czar" to oversee the operation of the power grid, which has long been fragile and faulty due to years of neglect. 

    


The island's power grid was ravaged in September 2017 by Hurricane Maria, a Category 4 storm. 
Unreliable electricity remains frustratingly common, hindering daily life for Puerto Ricans. In June, over 340,000 customers were left without electricity as people reeled from soaring temperatures. At the peak of Hurricane Ernesto, in August, over half of all utility customers lost power. Tens of thousands of people remained without electricity a week after the storm. 

The New Year's Eve outage came as clients brace for a hike in electricity rates. Last month, Puerto Rico's Energy Bureau approved an increase of 2.2 cents per kilowatt hour for residential customers from January through March, causing electric bills for the average household to jump by nearly $20, the Energy Bureau says.
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Psychedelic therapy begins in Colorado, causing tension between conservatives and veterans
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            The launch of psychedelic therapy centers in Colorado to treat mental health conditions including PTSD has created an unusual clash, pitting conservative leaders in Colorado Springs against some of the city's 90,000 veterans. (AP video: Thomas Peipert)
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            Lane Belone poses with Pikes Peak in the background on an overlook in Palmer Park, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, in Colorado Springs, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Lane Belone poses with Pikes Peak in the background on an overlook in Palmer Park, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, in Colorado Springs, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Lane Belone poses with Pikes Peak in the background on an overlook in Palmer Park, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, in Colorado Springs, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Lane Belone poses with Pikes Peak in the background on an overlook in Palmer Park, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024, in Colorado Springs, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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                                    The launch of psychedelic therapy centers in Colorado to treat mental health conditions including PTSD has created an unusual clash, pitting conservative leaders in Colorado Springs against some of the city's 90,000 veterans. (AP video: Thomas Peipert)
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                                        COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (AP) -- As Colorado becomes the second state to legalize psychedelic therapy this week, a clash is playing out in Colorado Springs, where conservative leaders are restricting the treatment over objections from some of the city's 90,000 veterans, who've become flagbearers for psychedelic therapy to treat post-traumatic stress disorder.
Colorado residents voted to legalize the therapeutic use of psilocybin, the chemical compound found in psychedelic mushrooms, in a 2022 ballot measure, launching two years of rulemaking before it could be used to treat conditions such as depression and PTSD. 
This week, companies and people will be able to apply for licenses to administer the mind-altering drug, though treatment will likely not be available for some months as applications are processed.
Colorado joined Oregon in legalizing psilocybin therapy, though the drug remains illegal in most other states and federally. Over the last year, a growing number of Oregon cities have voted to ban psilocybin. While Colorado metros cannot ban the treatment under state law, several conservative cities have worked to preemptively restrict what are known as "healing centers."

    


At a City Council meeting in Colorado Springs this month, members were set to vote on extending the state prohibition on healing centers from 1,000 feet (305 meters) to 1 mile (1.6 kilometers) from certain locations, such as schools. From the lectern, veterans implored them not to.




"We have an opportunity to support veterans, and it's a really easy one to say 'Yes' to," said Lane Belone, a special forces veteran who said he's benefited from his own psychedelic experiences. Belone argued that the restrictions effectively limit the number of centers and would mean longer waiting lists for the treatment.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Veterans have pulled in some conservative support for psychedelic therapy -- managing to set it apart from other politically charged drug policies such as legalizing marijuana.

    


That distinction was made clear by Councilmember David Leinweber, who said at the council meeting both that marijuana is "literally killing our kids" and that he supported greater access to psilocybin therapy.
Psilocybin is far more restricted in Colorado than marijuana, which the state legalized in 2014. Psilocybin is decriminalized but there won't be recreational dispensaries for the substance, which will be largely confined to licensed businesses and therapy sessions with licensed facilitators. 
Patients will have to go through a risk assessment, preliminary meetings, then follow-up sessions and remain with a facilitator while under the drug's influence. The psilocybin will also be tested, and the companies that grow them regulated by a state agency.
Still, allowing broader access to the treatment hasn't been easy for most of the city councilmembers, including three who are veterans. Colorado Springs is home to several military installations, including the U.S. Air Force Academy, and local leaders have touted it as an ideal community for retired service members.

    


"I will never sit up here and criticize a veteran for wanting to find a medical treatment to fix or to help with the issues that they carry," said Council President Randy Helms, a veteran himself. 
Still, he continued, "Do I think that it's helpful to not just veterans but to individuals? Probably so. Do I think it still needs to be tested under strict requirements? Yes."
The Colorado Springs City Council passed the proposed restrictions.
While research has shown promise for psychedelic drugs such as psilocybin and MDMA, also known as molly, in helping people with conditions such as alcoholism, depression and PTSD, the scientific field remains in its relatively early stages.
"I'm very positive about the potential value, but I'm very concerned that we've gotten too far ahead of our skis," said Jeffrey Lieberman, a professor of psychiatry at Columbia University, who's been involved in studies of psychedelic drugs' therapeutic efficacy. 
The risks, said Lieberman, include customers being misled and paying out of pocket for expensive treatments. He also said there are cases where the drugs can exacerbate some extreme mental health conditions, such as schizophrenia. 

    


In Oregon, where the treatments started in June 2023, costs can reach $2,000 for one session. Of the over 16,000 doses administered in the state, staff have only called 911 or taken a patient to the hospital five times.
Other Colorado Springs city councilmembers raised concerns that the Food and Drug Administration has not approved psilocybin to treat mental health conditions and, in August, rejected the psychedelic MDMA to treat PTSD. A number of clinical trials are still underway for both drugs.
Some researchers, advocacy groups and veterans worry that waiting on slow-moving bureaucracy -- namely the FDA -- carries its own risks as people continue to struggle with mental illnesses. Advocates argue that psychedelic therapy offers an option to those for whom talk therapy alone and antidepressants have not helped. 

    


"This is a crisis that we are in, and this is a tool that we can add to our toolbox," said Taylor West, executive director of the Healing Advocacy Fund, which advocates for psychedelic therapy.
Belone said he's carried his military experience long after leaving the special forces. It started when he first heard artillery sirens wailing in a U.S. base in Iraq, his breath catching with fear for a few thudding moments.
That fear kept him on edge when he returned stateside and found himself always keeping his back to the wall, looking for exits to the room he was in, never quite able to give himself fully to the music at a concert. 
A psychedelic experience with psilocybin, said Belone, helped him connect the fear that attached to him in the war zone to the ceaseless anxiety at home. It didn't solve everything overnight, he said, but it allowed him to better identify when that humming fear was getting in the way of a joyful life.
___

Bedayn is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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New York employers must now offer paid medical leave during pregnancy
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                    The New York Capitol stands in Albany, N.Y., June 20, 2023. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink, File)
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                                        ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- Pregnant New Yorkers will be entitled to at least 20 hours of paid leave to attend prenatal medical appointments under a law that took effect Wednesday.
Gov. Kathy Hochul said the policy makes New York the first state in the country to offer paid leave for prenatal care.
All pregnant workers in the private sector are eligible for the paid time off. Workers can schedule the paid leave for pregnancy-related medical appointments such as physical examinations, end of pregnancy care and fertility treatments, among other things.
Hochul pushed for the measure in the state's last legislative session as a way to help reduce maternal and infant deaths in New York. 
"No pregnant woman in New York should be forced to choose between a paycheck and a check-up -- and that's why I pushed to create the nation's first paid prenatal leave policy," Hochul said in a statement last month. 

Employers are forbidden from requesting medical information when a worker requests the prenatal paid leave. The policy is separate from any other paid sick leave offered by an employer. Spouses of pregnant women are not eligible for the prenatal leave. 
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            Police say two security guards at a downtown Los Angeles shopping plaza were wounded in a gunfight with a man as they tried to stop him from making off with more than $1,000 of stolen merchandise.
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            A security guard stands outside a Target store after two security guards were shot and wounded area after they confronted a man suspected of shoplifting in downtown Los Angeles on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A broken window is seen at a Target store after two security guards were shot and wounded area after they confronted a man suspected of shoplifting in downtown Los Angeles on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Los Angeles Police Cmdr. Lillian Carranza, front left, and Cpt. Raul Jovel give a press conference regarding a shooting at a Target store in Los Angeles Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Los Angeles police stand outside a Target store after two security guards were shot and wounded area after they confronted a man suspected of shoplifting in downtown Los Angeles on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A man enters a Target store after two security guards were shot and wounded area after they confronted a man suspected of shoplifting in downtown Los Angeles on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Workers secure the outside of a Target store after two security guards were shot and wounded area after they confronted a man suspected of shoplifting in downtown Los Angeles on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A closed sign is posted at a parking garage outside a Target store after two security guards were shot and wounded area after they confronted a man suspected of shoplifting in downtown Los Angeles on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Workers secure the outside of a temporarily closed Target store after two security guards were shot and wounded after they confronted a man suspected of shoplifting in downtown Los Angeles on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A private security guard, right, keeps a man suffering homelessness away as workers secure the outside of a temporarily closed Target store after two security guards were shot and wounded after they confronted a man suspected of shoplifting in downtown Los Angeles on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Los Angeles Police Cmdr. Lillian Carranza, front left, and Cpt. Raul Jovel give a press conference regarding a shooting at a Target store in Los Angeles Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A security guard stands outside a Target store after two security guards were shot and wounded area after they confronted a man suspected of shoplifting in downtown Los Angeles on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Los Angeles Police Cmdr. Lillian Carranza, front left, and Cpt. Raul Jovel give a press conference regarding a shooting at a Target store in Los Angeles Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A man enters a Target store after two security guards were shot and wounded area after they confronted a man suspected of shoplifting in downtown Los Angeles on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A closed sign is posted at a parking garage outside a Target store after two security guards were shot and wounded area after they confronted a man suspected of shoplifting in downtown Los Angeles on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Workers secure the outside of a temporarily closed Target store after two security guards were shot and wounded after they confronted a man suspected of shoplifting in downtown Los Angeles on Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Two security guards at a downtown Los Angeles shopping plaza were wounded in a gunfight with a man as they tried to stop him from making off with more than $1,000 of stolen merchandise, police said Tuesday.
The guards confronted the man as he left a Target store at the FIGat7th outdoor shopping mall Monday night. The suspect fired at least five rounds and one of the guards fired as well, Los Angeles Police Capt. Raul Jovel said in a news conference. The man fled, sparking a hunt that ended hours later with police saying a suspect was arrested.
"We're really lucky nobody got killed in this incident," Jovel said. 
The arrest of the man accused of wounding the guards followed an hourslong standoff on Tuesday at an apartment in Westlake, California, NBC Los Angeles reported.
The shooting ends a year in which California voters showcased their frustration with retail theft and other crime amid a perception it's been allowed to go unchecked. A ballot measure making shoplifting a felony for repeat offenders passed easily, rolling back a law passed by voters a decade ago that downgraded theft under $950 to a misdemeanor. A lack of local data makes it hard to quantify how bad the problem is, but viral videos earlier this year showed hordes of people running into major retail stores and shoplifting en mass. Voters also ousted several progressive district attorneys.

    


In Los Angeles, Jovel said the man had crammed more than $1,000 of merchandise into his bag, including stationery and clothing. Jovel had asked the public to report any information about the suspect to police and warned that he was considered dangerous.




Jovel said one of the guards was a loss prevention officer for Target and the other an armed security officer for the mall.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Judith Conway told KABC-TV she was in the Target store when the shots rang out, sending shoppers running in the aisles and screaming and crying.

"We heard several rounds go off, and we just pretty much ran towards the back and just left our items in the cart, and just tried to do the best that we could to get to safety," Conway said.
There were no immediate reports of shoppers injured in the incident.
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- Pakistan and India on Wednesday exchanged lists of their nuclear assets as part of a bilateral pact that bars them from attacking each other's nuclear facilities.
The two sides exchange such lists on the first day of January every year.
In a statement on Wednesday, Pakistan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs said the lists were simultaneously handed over through their respective diplomats in Islamabad and New Delhi. 
The exchange is part of the Prohibition of Attack against Nuclear Installations and Facilities pact, which was signed by the two countries in December 1988. It was implemented in January 1991.

Pakistan and India have had strained relations since their independence from colonial British rule in 1947 over the disputed Himalayan region of Kashmir. They have fought three wars, built up their armies and developed nuclear weapons. 
India conducted its first nuclear test in 1974, with Pakistan carrying out its first test in 1988.
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            This image provided by Homestead Gardens shows attendees participating in a foraging workshop at the garden center's Davidsonville, M.D., location on June 8, 2024. (Megan McMullen/Homestead Gardens via AP)
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            This image provided by Costa Farms shows a Monstera Esqueleto plant in Florida. Plants with fenestrated -- or hole-y -- leaves have been popular among houseplant growers for the past several years, and the trend is expected to continue in 2025. (Marcos Garcia/Costa Farms via AP )
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                                        What will our gardens look like in 2025? The thing about opinions is that everybody's got one. The same can be said about predictions. 
One group with a pretty good track record is Katie Dubow's Garden Media Group, a public-relations company serving plant breeders, nurseries and others in the green industry. Its annual Garden Trends Report forecasts how environmental, fashion, food, retail, media and other trends will trickle down into the gardening realm.
In 2006, GMG foresaw the beginning of the native plants movement; in 2009, it predicted a surge in vertical gardening; and in 2018, the mainstreaming of forest bathing.
So, what's in store for gardeners this year? I talked with Dubow and other experts:
Living Fences

In the U.S., 84% of newly built single-family homes sold in 2022 were part of a Homeowners' Association, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. So, it follows that Dubow foresees more homeowners trying to differentiate their HOA properties from their neighbors' without running afoul of the rules.
Planting living fences that incorporate various plant types, including native species that support wildlife, will impart an eco-conscious individuality to cookie-cutter property borders.




Foraging

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

Floral foraging is another naturalistic trend predicted for next year. That means going into your garden or into the wild to gather shrub and tree branches, stems and flowers, and using whatever you find outside to create something beautiful to bring inside. 
"People are craving a connection to nature," Dubow said, "and foraging helps them do that."
Most people don't have designated raised-bed cutting gardens, said Megan McMullen, learning and development manager of Homestead Gardens, which has three store locations in Maryland and Delaware. "But they do have landscaped garden spaces, and we wanted to help them think about those spaces in (untraditional) ways," she said.

    


So, over the past year, the nursery offered customers a series of foraging workshops, during which participants learned how to select wild elements and prune shrub parts to use in homemade bouquets.
To ensure a steady supply of foraging materials, McMullen recommends giving careful thought to interesting year-round elements like seedpods, cones and twigs when selecting garden plants, rather than just planting for summer flowers and foliage.
"There was a lot of interest for something that's a new-ish garden trend," McMullen said. "It was the right time to be talking about this because people are starting to think about it."
Tyrannical cuteness

    



Citing the prevalence of unnatural scenes created by artificial intelligence, coupled with a Pinterest trend toward "tyrannical cuteness," Dubow predicts a preference among home gardeners for plants with "never-before-seen colorations" and "surreal pastels" as they attempt to replicate those over-the-top, "cute" AI images at home.
One example is the genetically engineered Firefly bioluminescent petunia, which glows in the dark. Introduced earlier this year by the biotechnology firm Light Bio of Sun Valley, Idaho, the effect was created by inserting genes from luminous mushroom into a petunia plant.
It follows that whimsical plants that appear to have emerged from the pages of a Dr. Seuss book, like alliums, cardoons and sea holly, may also grow in popularity.
Fairy gardens may see a resurgence, as well, Dubow said.
Lived-in gardens

A $600 pair of dirty-looking Golden Goose sneakers. A $3,800 Balenciaga "worn and aged" concert wristband bracelet. And a report that vintage Rolexes are outselling new ones. What do these cultural trends imply?
"They show us that people want the idea of something that's had a lifetime," Dubow said. And a typical pristine, symmetrical landscape doesn't provide that. 
Next year, she predicts a move toward "lived-in gardens" with rambling roses, bulb lawns, native plants, mature trees and densely planted, layered garden beds.
Holy Moley plants

Finally, Dubow draws a parallel between the celebrity "cutout" dress fashion trend and fenestrated plants --- those with holes in their leaves, like split-leaf Philodendron and Monstera. Although those plants have been wildly popular for the better part of a decade, she cited a 600% increase in Google Trend searches for Monstera in the first half of 2024. 
But I have to ask: Is this plants imitating life or life imitating plants?

    


___

Jessica Damiano writes weekly gardening columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. You can sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice. 
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/garden-trends-2025-predictions-9fdc3995694646fada367f2ed92f5961
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            1 of 16 | 
            Wang Yongxun shows his snake shaped lanterns on display at his workshop factory in Weifang ahead of the Chinese Year of the Snake in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            2 of 16 | 
            A worker walks by illuminated snake shaped lanterns on display with others at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            3 of 16 | 
            A worker adjusts the metal frame of a lantern before welding it at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            A worker performs welding on a metal lantern frame at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Workers weld together metal lantern frames near a snake shaped lantern at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Workers weld together metal lantern frames near a snake shaped lantern at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Workers layer materials on to the lantern frames at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Workers layer materials on to the lantern frames at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            A worker places a layer on to a lantern near snake shaped lanterns at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            10 of 16 | 
            Wang Yongxun shows one of his lantern that releases bubbles displayed at his workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            11 of 16 | 
            A worker walks by a snake shaped lantern on display with others at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            12 of 16 | 
            A worker lights up a lantern with the Year of the Snake theme on display at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            13 of 16 | 
            Workers prepare plastic wrappings near a snake shaped lantern ahead of the Chinese Year of the Snake lunar new year at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            14 of 16 | 
            Wang Yongxun speaks near kites and lanterns on display at his workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            15 of 16 | 
            A worker adjusts a 2025 snake shaped lantern at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory ahead of the Chinese Year of the Snake in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            It might be 2025, but for millions across the globe, the Year of the Snake has yet to begin. Later this month, it'll be 'goodbye' to the Year of the Dragon, but what will the Lunar New Year bring?
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            Wang Yongxun shows his snake shaped lanterns on display at his workshop factory in Weifang ahead of the Chinese Year of the Snake in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            A worker walks by illuminated snake shaped lanterns on display with others at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                    A worker walks by illuminated snake shaped lanterns on display with others at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            A worker adjusts the metal frame of a lantern before welding it at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            A worker performs welding on a metal lantern frame at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Workers weld together metal lantern frames near a snake shaped lantern at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 16

                                    
                                    Workers weld together metal lantern frames near a snake shaped lantern at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 16 | 
            Workers weld together metal lantern frames near a snake shaped lantern at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Workers layer materials on to the lantern frames at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Workers layer materials on to the lantern frames at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            A worker places a layer on to a lantern near snake shaped lanterns at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Wang Yongxun shows one of his lantern that releases bubbles displayed at his workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            A worker lights up a lantern with the Year of the Snake theme on display at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Workers prepare plastic wrappings near a snake shaped lantern ahead of the Chinese Year of the Snake lunar new year at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Wang Yongxun speaks near kites and lanterns on display at his workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                    Wang Yongxun speaks near kites and lanterns on display at his workshop factory in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            A worker adjusts a 2025 snake shaped lantern at Wang Yongxun's workshop factory ahead of the Chinese Year of the Snake in Weifang in eastern China's Shandong province on Dec. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                        WEIFANG, China (AP) -- The brightly lit snake lanterns are topped with oversized heads that don't fit the usual image of the slithery reptile -- they are cute.
It's the year of the snake in the Chinese zodiac, and in an era when cuteness reigns supreme, a workshop in eastern China is churning out hundreds of snake lanterns with cartoony big eyes -- and smiles instead of flickering tongues -- for Lunar New Year displays at parks, tourist sites and shopping malls.
"When you come close, you can see they look like snakes, but with a cute feeling," said Wang Yongxun, the owner of the workshop in Weifang city in Shandong province.
The colorful lanterns stand taller than the average person and are built on wiry metal frames. They incorporate dragon elements, Wang said, as the snake is known as the "little dragon" in Chinese culture.
The Chinese zodiac is a 12-year cycle with a different animal for each year, and the year of the snake, which begins Jan. 29, follows the year of the dragon.

    


The snake is a symbol of spirituality, reproduction and longevity in China but may also represent evil and danger.




While they can give people a feeling of terror, snakes were considered a guardian of the home in ancient Chinese culture and harming them would bring bad luck, said Wang Juan, a folklore expert at Peking University.

"We have played down the aggressiveness of the snake, so it is culturalized," she said. "This is what we call the incorporation of nature into the sequences of human beings and a manifestation of mutual care between humans and nature."
___

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Associated Press video producer Olivia Zhang contributed to this story.
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            This photo provided by Kia shows the Carnival minivan, which is now available as a fuel-efficient hybrid. (Courtesy of Kia America via AP)
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            This photo provided by Toyota shows the Sienna minivan, which is available exclusively as a fuel-efficient hybrid. (Courtesy of Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. via AP)
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                                        It was a bold move when the current-generation Toyota Sienna debuted five years ago exclusively as a hybrid. It may have sacrificed acceleration bragging rights to its V6-powered minivan competitors, but its fuel economy smoked them with a 13- to 14-mpg advantage that could translate to nearly $1,000 in annual fuel savings. Choosing something else could have had big consequences for your budget. 
The 2025 Kia Carnival Hybrid represents the first time minivan shoppers have had a true "something else" to consider when it comes to a traditional hybrid minivan. (There's a plug-in-hybrid Chrysler Pacifica, which costs much more.) The V6-powered Carnival was already a very impressive van, so Edmunds editors decided to compare Kia's new hybrid minivan to the 2025 Toyota Sienna, which also gets updates, to see which is the best hybrid minivan out there. 




Seat versatility and storage
Since minivans are for hauling people and things, solet's look at what you're getting behind the first row. Both vans offer multiple second-row seating arrangements, including far-sliding captain's chairs that offer pop-up leg rests. Don't be romanced by those, though; there's not really enough space for most adults or even teens to pull off the full La-Z-Boy. Other considerations are more important.
The Toyota's captain's chairs slide even farther fore and aft than the Kia's, but they cannot be removed. The most versatile choice is the Kia's eight-passenger configuration, in which all three pieces of the 40/20/40-split second row slide, creating even more seating versatility, especially with child seats. The Sienna's eight-passenger version has a small removable middle seat placed between shorter-sliding captain's chairs. The Kia's 40/20/40 option aside, the Toyota makes it easier to install LATCH-equipped child seats. The Kia's anchor points are harder to access. In the third row, meanwhile, the Kia may have less space on paper, but its seat is more comfortable than the Toyota's.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The specs say the Carnival Hybrid has a lot more maximum cargo space than the Sienna (145.1 cubic feet versus 101 cubic feet) and that there's more cargo space when all seats are in place: 40.2 cubic feet versus 33.5 cubic feet). The situation flips in terms of small-item storage -- an important minivan consideration. The Toyota has more bins that are more useful. Its cupholder count is superior, especially up front, but the Kia's are larger.
Advantage: Kia Carnival Hybrid

    


Infotainment and safety tech
Next on the priority list? Keeping everyone safe and entertained. Both vans come standard with roughly the same driver assistance technologies, but we rate the Sienna's ever-so-slightly higher in terms of their functionality. A new rear seat reminder system actually detects kids or animals left in the car rather than just telling you to check in the back for a living being. 
As for entertainment, we give a slight nod to the Carnival thanks to its massive touchscreen with crisp graphics and a well-organized interface. It is arguably best-in-class. Well, except for its voice controls, which we found to be lacking compared to those in the Sienna. The rest of its system is generally strong.

    


For those in the back, the Kia offers an integrated entertainment system with two seatback-mounted screens. The Sienna's has one large screen that folds down from the roof. Advantage Kia there, but really, aren't your kids using their own devices anyway? In that case, the Kia has fewer USB ports, but the ones it has are placed better and it has multiple household-style plugs.
Advantage: Toyota Sienna
Fuel economy and driving experience
Both of these contenders have exceptional fuel economy for a minivan. The Sienna returns 36 mpg combined versus the Carnival Hybrid's 33 mpg combined. So advantage Toyota, but the EPA estimates that difference will only amount to about $150 per year. It probably shouldn't be a deciding factor. 
We do rate the Sienna's overall driving experience to be superior. Primarily, its hybrid system is smoother and more refined, especially at low speed. We also scored its handling, steering and overall drivability slightly higher. Furthermore, it offers all-wheel drive, an option that Toyota says is picked by 63% of buyers. It's obviously important, then.
Advantage: Toyota Sienna

    


Value
The Kia Carnival Hybrid costs a couple hundred more to start, but the range-topping SX, even with the $2,500 rear seat entertainment package, comes in thousands under the top-grade Sienna Platinum. The Sienna offers more variety than the Carnival, though, with sporty (XSE) and outdoorsy (Woodland) trim levels and available all-wheel drive.
Advantage: Kia Carnival Hybrid
Edmunds says

This is a really tough call to make and we strongly recommend considering both of these excellent hybrid minivans. We ultimately rate the Sienna higher and give it the nod, but the advantage is minuscule. 
_____
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds. James Riswick is a contributor at Edmunds. 
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            Japan's Emperor Naruhito and his family greeted New Year's well-wishers who gathered at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo Thursday morning. (AP Video by Mayuko Ono)
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            Japan's Empress Emerita Michiko, from left, Emperor Emeritus Akihito, Emperor Naruhito, Empress Masako, Princess Aiko, Crown Prince Akishino, Crown Princess Kiko and Princess Kako wave at well-wishers during a public appearance for New Year celebrations at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (Kim Kyung-Hoon/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 9 | 
            Japan's Emperor Naruhito waves with Empress Masako to well-wishers from the balcony during a public appearance for New Year's Day with his imperial families at Imperial Palace, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)
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            Well-wishers attend a public appearance for the new year's celebrations at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025. (Kim Kyung-Hoon/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Emperor Emeritus Akihito, right, and Empress Emerita Michiko greet well-wishers from the bullet-proofed balcony during a public appearance for New Years's Day with his imperial families at Imperial Palace Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)
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            Japan's Emperor Naruhito waves to well-wishers from the balcony during a public appearance for the new year's celebrations with his imperial families at Imperial Palace, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)
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            Japan's Emperor Naruhito, from left, waves with Empress Masako and Princess Aiko to well-wishers from the balcony during a public appearance for the new year's celebrations with his imperial families at Imperial Palace, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)
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            Japan's Princess Aiko waves at well-wishers from the balcony during a public appearance for the new year's celebrations with her imperial families at the Imperial Palace, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)
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            Japan's Emperor Naruhito delivers a speech as Empress Masako stands next to him during a public appearance for the new year's celebrations with their imperial families at the Imperial Palace, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan's Emperor Naruhito and his family greeted throngs of New Year's well-wishers from a balcony window at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo on Thursday.
Some shouted "banzai" -- "long live" -- while others waved small paper Japanese flags.
"I feel for those who are still greatly suffering," Naruhito said, referring to the quake in western Japan that struck a year ago, as well as flooding and other natural disasters throughout the nation.
Last year, his appearance was canceled at the last minute because of a devastating quake in the Noto Peninsula that killed hundreds of people.
In the royal family's New Year video message for this year, released earlier in the week, Naruhito showed a beautifully crafted mask from the Noto area, which are worn by drummers who perform in a traditional style called gojinjo daiko.
The emperor's 2021 and 2022 greetings, which attract huge crowds to the palace's usually cloistered grounds, were canceled because of the coronavirus pandemic.

    


Naruhito also offered prayers for people's happiness in an appearance that also included his wife Empress Masako and their daughter Princess Aiko.




Aiko, who turned 23 last month, is at the center of a national debate about the rules of male-only succession in the imperial family. Under current law, she will leave the family, once she marries outside the imperial family.
Also standing on the balcony was Emperor Emeritus Akihito, who abdicated in favor of his son in 2019, and his wife Empress Emerita Michiko, as well as Naruhito's younger brother and his family.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Satoshi Nishoji, who came from Osaka in western Japan and stood in line for five hours to join the crowd, said "I was so happy to see them all because I haven't made it the last five years."
"I want to come next year, too," he added happily.
After the emperor and his family members waved, the crowd broke into a solemn rendition of the national anthem.

    


The emperor does not have political power but has symbolic significance for Japan. Historically, World War II was fought in the name of Naruhito's grandfather Hirohito. Over the decades since Japan's defeat in 1945, the Imperial Family has advocated peace.

In this year's statement, Naruhito noted that 2025 marked the 80th anniversary of the end of World War II, adding that he was filled with pain thinking about the death and suffering that remain in war-torn areas.
"I truly feel the need for people to accept our differences so we may work together, hand in hand, toward realizing world peace," he said. 
___
Yuri Kageyama is on Threads https://www.threads.net/@yurikageyama
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                    A for sale sign stands outside a residence in Chicago, Ill., Monday, Nov. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- U.S. mortgage rates rose this week to the highest level since July. 
The benchmark 30-year fixed rate loan rate rose to 6.91% from 6.85% last week, according to mortgage giant Freddie Mac. It was at 6.62% a year ago.
The uptick in the cost of home loans reflects a rise in the bond yields that lenders use as a guide to price mortgages. The increase is occurring with the price of homes rising steadily. 
The average rate on a 15-year fixed-rate mortgage, popular with homeowners seeking to refinance, climbed to 6.13%, up from 6% and also the highest since July. It was at 5.89% a year ago. 
"Inching up to just shy of 7%, mortgage rates reached their highest point in nearly six months," said Freddie Mac chief economist Sam Khater. "Compared to this time last year, rates are elevated and the market's affordability headwinds persist. However, buyers appear to be more inclined to get off the sidelines as pending home sales rise."

    


Interest rates have been climbing since the Federal Reserve signaled last month that it expects to raise its benchmark rate just twice this year, down from the four cuts it forecast in September. 





The reason the Fed is tapping the brakes is that inflation remains stubbornly above the cental bank's 2% target, even though it's fallen from the heights it reached in mid-2022. Economists also worry that President-elect Donald Trump's economic policies, notably his plan to vastly increase tariffs on imports, could fuel inflation.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mortgage-rates-inflation-federal-reserve-1f593f0c22cb44be15fe38a1692a2638
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            Medical staff are helping France's Cyprien Sarrazin after crashing into protections net during an alpine ski, men's World Cup downhill training, in Bormio, Italy, Friday, Dec. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 7 | 
            Medical staff are helping France's Cyprien Sarrazin after crashing into protections net during an alpine ski, men's World Cup downhill training, in Bormio, Italy, Friday, Dec. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            France's Cyprien Sarrazin looks on ahead of an alpine ski, men's World Cup downhill, in Val Gardena, Italy, Saturday, Dec. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Gabriele Facciotti)
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            France's Cyprien Sarrazin speeds down the course during an alpine ski, men's World Cup downhill, in Val Gardena, Italy, Saturday, Dec. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Gabriele Facciotti)
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            France's Cyprien Sarrazin is airborn during an alpine ski, men's World Cup downhill training, in Bormio, Italy, Friday, Dec. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Gabriele Facciotti)
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            Medical staff are helping France's Cyprien Sarrazin after crashing during an alpine ski, men's World Cup downhill training, in Bormio, Italy, Friday, Dec. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati)
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            Medical staff are lifting France's Cyprien Sarrazin to an helicopter after crashing into protections net during an alpine ski, men's World Cup downhill training, in Bormio, Italy, Friday, Dec. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandro Trovati)
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                                        BORMIO, Italy (AP) -- French skier Cyprien Sarrazin was out of intensive care after sustaining a head injury in a crash last week.
Sarrazin underwent surgery for a bleed near the brain after crashing on Friday during preparations for the World Cup downhill in Bormio, Italy.
"A long period of recovery and then rehabilitation now begins and the length of his unavailability is currently undetermined," the French Ski Federation said on Thursday on X. It added he was stable. 
Sarrazin, who won the downhill on Bormio's Stelvio course last year, had the operation at Sondalo hospital near Bormio on the same day as the accident. 
The French Ski Federation said he had pain in his foot and knee but "despite the violence of the shock, no other injuries were found."
It said he was due to return to France on Friday to be admitted to the neurosurgery department of the Medipole de Lyon.


    


The 30-year-old Sarrazin was the fastest in the first training session the day before his crash. On Friday's second run he appeared to hit a bump, lost control and was catapulted into the air. He slid a long way down before he was caught in the safety netting.
The slope will be used for the Milan-Cortina Olympics in 14 months.
___
AP skiing: https://apnews.com/hub/alpine-skiing
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            A supermoon rises behind an observation deck in New York City as seen from Hoboken, N.J., Friday, Nov. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            The northern lights, or aurora borealis, are visible over Lake Washington, in Renton, Wash., on Friday evening, May 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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            The earth's shadow covers the moon during a total lunar eclipse Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2022, in Yokohama near Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- The new year will bring a pair of lunar eclipses, but don't expect any sun-disappearing acts like the one that mesmerized North America last spring.
While the world will have to wait until 2026 for the next total solar eclipse, the cosmos promises plenty of other wow moments in 2025. It's kicking off the year with a six-planet parade in January that will be visible for weeks. Little Mercury will join the crowd for a seven-planet lineup in February.
Five planets already are scattered across the sky -- all but Mars and Mercury -- though binoculars or telescopes are needed to spot some of them just after sunset.
"People should go out and see them sometime during the next many weeks. I certainly will," said the Planetary Society's chief scientist Bruce Betts.
Here's a sneak peek of what's ahead: 
ECLIPSES
The moon will vanish for more than an hour over North and South America on March 14, followed two weeks later by a partial solar eclipse visible from Maine, eastern Canada, Greenland, Europe, Siberia and northwestern Africa. 
The cosmic double-header will repeat in September with an even longer total lunar eclipse over Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia, and a partial solar eclipse two weeks later near the bottom of the world.




SUPERMOONS
Three supermoons are on tap this year in October, November and December. 
The full moon will look particularly big and bright those three months as it orbits closer to Earth than usual. 
November's supermoon will come closest, passing within 221,817 miles (356,980 kilometers). Last year featured four supermoons, wrapping up in November.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
PLANET PARADE
Six of our seven neighboring planets will line up in the sky to form a long arc around mid-January. All but Neptune and Uranus should be visible with the naked eye just after sunset, weather permitting. 
The parade will continue for weeks, with some of the planets occasionally snuggling up. Mercury will make a cameo appearance by the end of February. The planets will gradually exit, one by one, through spring.

    


NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN LIGHTS
The sun burped big time last year, painting the sky with gorgeous auroras in unexpected places. 
Space weather forecasters anticipate more geomagnetic storms that could yield even more northern and southern lights. 
That's because the sun has reached its solar maximum during its current 11-year cycle that could continue through this year. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Shawn Dahl urges everyone to stay on top of space weather news, so as not to miss any pop-up, razzle-dazzle shows.
METEOR SHOWERS
The Perseids and Geminids are perennial crowd-pleasers, peaking in August and December, respectively. But don't count out the smaller, less dramatic meteor showers like the Lyrids in April, the Orionids in October and the Leonids in November. 
The darker the locale and dimmer the moon, the better it will be for viewing. Meteor showers are generally named for the constellation in which they appear to originate. They occur whenever Earth plows through streams of debris left behind by comets and sometimes asteroids. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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